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Life can be a daring adventure Oi 
mete existence 

It IS upto you. Your mind and your 
spirit. 

All tuned to perfection So that you 
can love life Enjoy its vigour in full. 
At Standard, we have tried for over 
forty years to produce medicines 
to help you love life To make you 
live longei, better 
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Standard tries to put more life into your years 
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Get closer, smoother shaves 
and after-shave freshness with 
Palmolive Lemon-Fre^ 


Palmolive's moisturized lather has SGL~4 that 
helps you work up a rich lather...lather that 
stays moist throughout your shave. Softens 
the beard. Improves razor glide. Gives you 
the closest, smoothest shave ever. 

And like Vijay Amritraj, you'll love its 
lemon-fresh tang. 

Pa/molf^ a/so offers you the choice of: 

PBlmoliv(iKDe-Luxa Lather...creamy 
smooth lather and a bold masculine fragrance 

Palmolive Menthol-Cool.. .dashingly cqoI 
fragrance and skin-cooling menthol 


Palmoiive-the dndce of 
successful men the world over. 





/ y/''' ' -/A 


.0.4.78 






11 f _ ___ 

Contents J| 


VOlVMe f t$sui 4 AH AHANPA BAZAfi PUBLICATlON /?• 7 


10 THE TEST WE LOST 

PataudI reports from Lahore on the Test 
we lost mainly due to our irresponsible 
batting at crucial moments. 

18 PRAKASH PADUKONE. I NEED A REST 

The Commonwealth champion, who recently won 
the 'Evening of champions' match in London, 
spoke to Lesley T. Wilson Jr. before he left for 
England. 

21 ^'BILLIARDS SCENE IS BRIGHT' 

Michael Ferreira reviews the development of 
billiards in India and says the prospects have 
greatly brightened now 

22 THE AMAZING RANJIT BHAT 

Pacemaker profiles the owner of the three of 
the greatest money-spinners in Indian racing 
history * Commanche, Squanderer and Mamtou 

26 HOW GOOD IS SURAJIT SENGUPTA ? 

Chum Qoswamt comments on the general feeling 
that Surapt Sengupta. Bengal's ace winger, has 
not fulfilled the promise he had shown 

29 'NO REGIONAL FEELINGS IN HOCKEY TEAM' 
Leslie Claudius, manager of the Indian hockey 
taam for the Bangkok Asiad, hotly disputes the 
allegation that feelings of regional loyalty exist 

In the Indian hockey team 

• • 

38 EX-FOOTBALL STAR. NOW DAILY-WAGH 
WORKER 

Monu Nalapat writes the poignant story of 
P R Antony, who played for India once, and 
was working as a construction worker tii) 
recently 

the DEPARTMENTS 

6 Letters 

7 Editor’s Page 

8 All in the game 
29•News National 

39 News International 
37 Book Reviews 

41 You are the Ref 

42 ChesstBfidge'Gdorge Best 


Cdver plx of Imran Khan by Patrick Eagar 


»UR ALI KHAN PATAUDI 


comeondsce 
inc, nOi snois Of 
the lertnis world 
inaction.^ 



attheColgcite 

Grand Prix 1011111$ 

Championships 
of India i978 

Like last year, this year's Colgate Grand Prix 
promises to be a smashing success. 
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Letters to the Editor 


As good 

S PORTSWORLD OCTOBER 
wd$ as good as the 
first issue* G. M. Basha*s re¬ 
port on the National football 
championship and Pataudi's 
report on the Faisal abad 
Test were superb. 

ASHIM BISWAS, 
Dum Dum, 


YOU PROMISED 44 PAGES 
of sports news and exciting 
photographs. But in reality 
you have given only 35 pa¬ 
ges. The remaining nine pa* 
ges were full of advertise¬ 
ments in the first issue. 

D. S. CHAKRAVARTY, 
Calcutta. 

The first issue 


THE FIRST AND SECOND 
issues of Spprtsworld were 
brilliant, especially your edi¬ 
torial comments and Richie 
Benaud^s article on WSC. 

N. SUBRAMAMAN. 

Bombay. 


Disappointing 

W E WERE VERY DIS- 
appointed with the first 
two issues of Sportsworld. 
Very few pages were devo¬ 
ted to football which domi¬ 
nates West Bengal. Kindly 
Include in your magazine 
constructive ideas to uplift 
the standard of our football, 
cricket and other games. 

MD. ABBAS, 
P. RANA dc BfLLAS PAN, 
Calcutta. 

REAIXY, ABE WE (YOU 
and ttS together) taking a 
new look at sports? To me 
the look is the same as other 
sports magazines If you 
reaUy mean to bring in a 
*new look* then I think you 
should introduce things 
which other magazines don’t 
carry. Let me make a few 
suggestions. Bring in things 
like car racing, yachting, 
gliding, skiing and martial 
arts like karate. 

MILAN MITRA, 
Uttarpara. 

‘SPORTSWQRLD’ STRUCK 
most people as a near copy 
of a well-known sports jour¬ 
nal, though it featured a 
larger variety of games. The 
style of presentation was 
CKactly like that of the jour¬ 
nal* Most of the articles 
were too brief like the ones 
by Nandu Natekar and 
Ashok Mankad. In fact, 
Ashok Mankad’s article 
made very dull reading. Nu 
one is interested in whether 
Thomson gave cassettes to 
Mankad or not. 


BEAUTIFUL OCTO- 
a. her 18 cover of Sport*- 
world of Bedi and the lay¬ 
out of the first issue were 
praiseworthy About the pub¬ 
lished material,, a special 
word of praise is due to Raj 
Singh Dungarpur’s appraisal 
of the present Indian cricket 
team. The interview with 
Bishen Singh Bedi was also 
very objective. 


C. R 


RANCH AN ATM AN, 
New Delhi. 


MR. RAJ SINGH DUNGAR- 
pur has omitted the names 
of two youngsters of pro¬ 
mise. When he mentioned 
the names of Bharat Reddy 
and Ved Raj as talented 
wicket-keepers, he should 
have also mentioned the 
names of Sambaran Baner- 
jec of Bengal, an excellent 
wicket-keeper, and the me¬ 
dium-pace bowler, Barun 
Burman. 


INDRANIL MUKHERJEE, 
Calcutta. 

YOU HAVE DEFINITELY 
shown great courage by pub¬ 
lishing the article *‘Selected 
scandals” by A. S. 1 was 
really stunned to read the 
statement of Mr. Ahmed 
Hussain. ^Bengal already 
have nine plus five in the 
list. How many more do 
they want?” It is clear that 
the yardstick for selection 
was anything but skill. 

SASANKASEKHAR 

MUlCHERJEE, 

Howrah, 

1 WENT THROUGH THE 
interview with Hanlf. He 
seems to be jaundiced in bis 
views. Otherwise bow could 
be say that Indian wkkets 
are ^dead’ and Pakistani 
wickets are iive'? The na¬ 
ture of the Falsalabad wic¬ 
ket is no longer concealed 
with all the four innings 
unfinished. 




BHARAT JOG 
Bombay. 


AlOKA P., 
Patna. 


Aftt ta* PiBr* IS 
something neWf ^ “WorW 
champs at Rs. lO a day?** by 
Curbux Singh Was very sen¬ 
timental. And thanks to 
Atul Kumar for a good in¬ 
terview witti skipper Bedi, 

AYAZ PARWEZ, 
Arrah. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Mr. Gurbux Singh for his 
article Though he has writ¬ 
ten only about hockey, this 
type of thing is going on in 
every branch of sport in In¬ 
dia. 1 request you to pub¬ 
lish this type of article in 
every issue of your weekly, 

PULAK DEY, 
BankuM. 


I LIKED THE FEATURES 
on basketball and the East 
German ‘system*, Bedi’s pic¬ 
tures, the blasting of India’s 
soccer selectors and the 
“Editor’s page”. But the 
get up needs brightening. 
The pieces by Kami Sm^h, 
Nandu Natekar and the in¬ 
terview with Dr. Chunder 
were banal and predicable. 


1 believe there is a surfeit 
of cricket m the media while, 
among others, athletics— 
that most magnificent of 
sports disciplines—is sorely 
neglected. May one plead for 
adequate reporting on India’s 
Asian Games preparations, 
especially those of our track 
stars Sriram Singh and 
Suresh Babu^ 

SURAJAN ROY, 
Calcutta. 


Surprising 

I ViAS REALLY SURPRIS- 
(ed to read ih the article 
‘’Selected scandals” by A.S. 
that Ganesh Rai of Assam 
is not a regular in bis club 
side For your informatioa, 
Ganesh Rai is not only a 
regular player of his club 
but he h the captain of the 
'Santipur Club’, which came 
second in the Gauhati senior 
division league championship 
this year. 

PRADIP CHALIHA, 
Gauhati. 


I WAS ASTONISHED TO 
read' the article ^National 
Disaster”. Mr Ariiit Sen 
writes: A K pulled off 

a great upset”^ thus Ignor- 
ing^ or not recngaising^ i Bt 
K'l superb imrformance 
agfitnst Mahevn^lr^^ Hig 


i] 


abo tuiys; K 
«My -cruster”. tbA 
evefy St^te U9n4}l]r mui 
this sort of advantafcr* For 
instance, Bengal piayeB only 
Gujarat and Himacbal Pra¬ 
desh in their cluster matches 
in 1977. 


One other thing. My 
name has been wrongly pub¬ 
lished as P. K. Oas and 
H. K. Das. 


J. N. DAS. Coach. 
JStK football team. 

Wen said i 


C AN YOU BEAT THIS?! 

Without the privy purse} 
a certain nawab feels ‘un4 
employed’. The manner igpj 
which that nawab defend 
his editorship in Sports 
world is worthy of a law 
yer of high repute 

SURAJIT BOSl 
Barrackpt 

“TO HAVE BEEN CLOSl ^ 
by when the genuises hav* ^ 
shown their artistry Thi‘ * 
and much more, the gam^ 
has given me There is no 
way one can return it a) . 
but theie is no harm / 
trying.” 

This is worth being writ} 
ten in letters of gold. Try! 
It will help not only yol 
but also many others. \ 

DR. S. SHABEER AHMEE^ 
Sa^en\ 


THE EDITOR’S ARTICLl| 
was intensely readable bf 
cause it was unorthodox. 


MANOm CHAVDHVR^ 
Rishre 


On and off 




I N YOUR ARTICLE 'WILl 
Bedi* win?* you have saif 
that the inclusion > of tvJ 
off-spioners betrays a lac| 
of judgement on the part 
the selectors. Why bring 
the word ‘better •off-spinni 
If you bad Veukataraghavil 
in mind you should hai 
been frank enough to say s 

s. govwdaraU, 

MbdrJ 




YOU HAVE 
written in 


RIGHIU 

that instead 
sanna and VettKat fi 
Pakistani tour the M 
should have cnoaaft a 
batsman. 





The Lahore Test was 
an example of how 
fielders and a noisily 
partisan crowd can 
put a lot of pressure 
on the umpire. So 
one is forced to give 
a second thought to 
the question of neu¬ 
tral umpiring. 



C/R Donald Bradman is on 
record saying that he would 
not like to see neutral umpires 
in Test matches. I imagine he 
feels so because logic and 
economics would prevent 
participation of any except the 
two best from each country. 

This would obinously depnce the 
others of experience One cannot' 
hut agree. 

Yet, umpiring mistakes can and 
have changed the course of more 
than one match. The Tesit at 
Lahore is an example of how 
fielders and a noisily partisan 
crowd can put a lot of pressure on 
the umpire. This is in no way to 
suggest that there was any bias but 
on umpire is only human and five 
fielders crouched around the bat 
shouting appeals at exiery 
conceivable opportunity can force 
him into error. Umpiring, for 
instance, in the West Indies can 
incur the xvrath of the crowd 
both inside and outside the 
stadium and threats of bodily 
harm to his family xoill surely 
make an umpire think twice. It 
happens in India also and Greig 
himself, no mean expert in the 
art of pressurising, complained of 
Engineer inciting 70.000 
spectators in Calcutta to appeal 
xvith him. 

And ao one is forced to give a 
second thought to the question 
of neutral umpiring. There is no 
doubt that the principle is not 
welcome especUiUy to those xvho 
still consider cricket a gentleman's 
game. But it must also be 
accepted that gentlemen who 
ptap this game have at times 
been hnown to behave in a most 
^uqgintlenumk/ mamer. It vfiust 


also be accepted that if is difficult 
for an xirnptre to he entirely 
xvithout emotion or involvement. 
He can also, in an attempt to be 
completely fair, even lean towards 
the visiting side. One xvoxM 
imagine that an Australian or an 
English umpire would be more 
impervious to pressure from, let 
us say, Indian or Pakistani fieldefs 
and crotvds He would have a < 
better chance of giving Justice, if 
only because his personal 
involvement would be purely 
judicial. 

Nowadays there is much more 
at stake. Personal ambition and 
national interest have always been 
there but the further, and xxery 
potent, incentive of money has 
been added. As in tennis, golf 
and other commercialised sports, 
success can mean the opportunity 
of owning a Volvo or making the 
doivn payment for a new fled. 
With so much to gain or lose, a 
player can hardly be blamed if, in 
cricketing parlance, he 'takes a 
chance' unth an umpire, so 
making his job doubly difficult. 
The umpire can never win. If he 
gives a good decihion, it is only 
expected of him. If he gives a bad 
one, he is thoroughly criticised. 
Surely he stands a better chance 
if he is emotionally uninvolved. 
One reason is that it would be only 
fair to the umpire if he is asked 
to do a job in which at least his 
loyalty will not he questioned. 






AU in the game 



Caribbeans' 

Jaipur 

affair 

S TILL SMITTFN BY FOND 
memories of their stay in Jaipur 
on the fast tour, the West Indians, 
due next week, are a little un¬ 
happy that they wilt not be playing 
a match there this time. This is 
what Mr Gajraj Singh, a former 
Maharaja of Jodhpur, and present¬ 
ly India's High Commissioner in 
Trinidad and Tobago, was told by 
a leading official of the West 
Indies Board Alvin Kallicharan, 


the captain of the West Indies 
team and one of the few left overs 
trom Clive Lloyd’s team, has also 
reporledly shown interest in play¬ 
ing dt least one match in Jaipur 
in their two-and a half months’ 
saty here 

Clive Lloyd’s team, which played 
against the Board President’s XI 
at Jaipui, was showered with re 
ceptions. The highlight of their 
stay was the party thrown by Mrs 
Gavatri Devi and Lt Col Bhawani 
Singh at the Chandra Mahal—a 
rare honour for the team as the 
palace is opened very rarely for 
selected dignitaries Tlie palatial 
surroundings and the soft fountains 
won the heart ot the Caribbeans 


Viv Kichards and Leonard Bai- 
chen led them in dancing to the 
accompaniment ot the 
and the dhol 

Jaipur lost out to Indore this 
time because ot the Board's prac 
tile of rotating matches among 
the affiliated associations Sipce 
the Rajasthan Cricket Association 
was the host last time, it was 
Madhya Pradesh's turn this time. 
.However, all Is not lost for the 
calypso charmers Mr Gajraj Singh 
is believed to have assured some 
of the West Indies players that 
he will arrange a short tour of 
Jaipur for them when they go to 
Delhi for the hfth Test in the 
end of January, 


Is South 
Africa best 
for George ? 

W HITHER George Best now lie 
has been banned worldwide by 
FIFA for breach of contiact with 
the English seiund division club, 
Fuiham? The only three coun¬ 
tries on earth who can offer foot¬ 
ball's enfant terrible a kick are 
those arc still banned themselves 
by the same organisation—-China, 


Rhodesia and South Africa. 

You can rule out China. Geor¬ 
ge, a traditional late riser, would 
hardly fancy a regular session of 
massed physical jerks at dawn 
with his Chinese colleagues—or 
the prospect of cycling in a blue 
boiler suit to a Chinese football 
stadium singing patriotic songs. 

Rule out Rhodesia as well. Sus¬ 
pended by FIFA after fielding a 
non-racial team in the 1970 World 
Cup, they are now part of a war 
zone—and Best, novf 32 and born 
too fate for British National Ser¬ 


vice, would still be eligible for 
cdll up there in the case of an 
emergency—and George is hardly 
our idea of a spud basher. 

But don’t rule out South Africa. 
By coincidence, other former Fut* 
ham players like Johnny Haynes. 
Johnny Byrne^ and that lover of 
night clubs, Bobt^ Keetcb, have 
all discovered good times and 
good play behind the apartheid 
curtain, while George’s famous 
predecessor. Sir Stanley Matthewli 
revelled in bis coaching job with 
young blacks. 






Telegrdphie 

meet 

^iEHE IS NO DEARTH OF- 
f sympathisers for encouraging 
rural sports but when it comes to» 
organising them» the strangest 
things happen. Take what happen¬ 
ed in Orissa recently. The State’s 
authorities woke up to their res¬ 
ponsibilities of selecting a team for 
the All-India Rural Athletics Meet 
(held in Gpmla in Bihar between 
October 24 and 28) only a week be¬ 
fore the meet was to begin. On 
October 17 the Orissa Council of 
Sports and the Cuttack District 
Athletic Association sent despe¬ 
rate telegrams to all the 13 affi¬ 
liated district associations to 
attend a selection meet on Octo¬ 
ber 20 Only four districts apart 
from Cuttack were able to send 
teams Thus, 28 men and 12 wo¬ 
men, of whom half belonged to 
Cuttack, lined up for the trials. 
Eventually, a team of three men 
and four women were packed off 
to Gumla. 


Fischer to 
Marcos : Ban 
smoking 

W E HAD HEARD IHAT PHIL^ 
ippmes chess (srandmasler 
I uaeue loirc h.id gid to know 
former woild dianipion Bobby 
1 j'l* hei quile well whon the latter 
was holiday mg m Manila earlv 
this \(MT lischei stayed with 
'lotic^toi almost a month—long 
enough tor Tone to have got 
<lose to that enigma called Bobby 
1 ISC her. 

Torre was m India a while back 
for the second leg of the Aslan 
Grandmasters’ loUinamcnt in 
Tiichy and one of the questiooM 
we a'^ked him was what tho 
ereeutne Fischer was like as a 
person. 

Torre said he found Fischer "a 
very normal human being. He was 
veiy found of music and especial¬ 
ly maudlin Ivrics He could go 
ecstatic over sentimental songs*’, 

"Bobby hates smoking and 
smokers: When someone told him 
that I knew President Marcos 
pretty weft, Bobby told me with a 
very straight face to tell Marcos 
to ban smoking in the Philippines. 

“Fischer always felt that the 
Press was giving him a raw deal 
by not telling him the questions 
they were going to ask well in 
advance so he could have time to 
prepare his answers. His argit* 
ment was that Pressmen had ttpie 
to think of their questions white 
he hadn’t. He Was very circunv 
spect alKWt Pres^mep/* 


Of politics. 
Packer and 
Pakistan 


E ngland, west indies and 

Australia have not selected 
any of the Packer players to 
play for their national team. 
And though this may have result¬ 
ed in these countries possessing 
comparatively weaker sides they 
have preferred to abide by the 
guidelines of the Interoational 
Cricket Conference rather than 
let commercialism intrude into 
traditional cricket. 


It is, therefore, surprising 
how Pakistan recalled its Packer 
recruits. But what is more 
baffling is that there was not a 
murmur of protest from this side 
of the border. More light was 
thrown on the subject by a very 
reliable source, who also happens 
to occupy a delicate post in the 
Janata Government. In an in- 


Guru Hanuman's 
charge 

T rlE VENERABIJS GURU HANU- 
man, proud produceij of so many 
Indian wrestlers, is bristling with 
ire against politicians. The catalyst 
this time was the reported remark 
by the chef de mission to 
Edmonton Games, Mr. Vijay 
Malholra, that our wrestlers should 
forsake the akhara for the mat. 
Malholra, a Janata MP, said in his 
report to the Indian Olympic 
Association, that because our 
wrestlers train in akharas they 
find It difficult to adapt themselves 
to the mat in international meets. 
Besides, said Malhotra, akhara 
wrestling is unsuitable for light¬ 
weight wrestlers. 

Snorts Gum Hanuman: “1 fully 
agiee with Mr. Malhotra hut why 
does he foract that while the 
akhara can be the home of a 
wrestler, a mat cannot. And how 
many akharas can afford imported 
mats when each one costs rupees 
one lakh? 1 imported a big mat 
from France for my akhara and I 
had to pay a*heavy duty to the 
customs, 

“Mr. Malhotra should try In 
pursue the Government to impoit 
some mats before criticising 
akhara wrestling. Our politicians 
find fault very easily out when 
they are approached tor help gr«« 
the first tn turn talk** 


formal chat with Spoftstaorld, he 
said: "The Prime Minister per¬ 
sonally informed the Education 
Minister and the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India that 
come what may'the tour to Paki¬ 
stan must take place. It is im¬ 
portant for normalizing relations 
lietween the two countries.” 
Strange, how sports has to pay 
the price for politics. 


Pakistan just cannot afford to 
lose to India and, therefore, had 
to have Packer’s players in their 
ranks. Pakistan’s represeniativp 
to the International Cricket Con¬ 
ference explained his country’s 
turnabout in this matter senti¬ 
mentally as: "You see, if we lose 
to India there will be liots. That 
would mean wanton tosses. This 
can only be prevented if the 
Packer boys play, in which case 
we’ll win.” 


In future meetings of the ICC. 
India may find itself, because of 
this action, in the dock as Eng¬ 
land, Australia and the West 
Indies may accuse them (India) 
of deserting their cause. 
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Cover Story 


THE 

TEST 

WE 

LOST 

PATAUDt 
reports on the 
second Test 

October 27: India tends 
herself in trouble 

Pakhtan opted for the qrecnet 
of the two piUJie^ that had 
been prepared and^ Mu^htat] 
staked his (nptmncy in putting 
India to bat The two b( st 


deliveries of the day got rid of 
India's two best batsmen, 
Gavaskar and Viswanath, and 
the back of India's innings was 
broken. However, Viswanath 
left his indelible mark by pro^ 
ductng the best shot seen in 
thii> series, a mixture of a 
Kquare-ciif and a drive Sarfraz 
honied intelligently and with n 
great deal of stamina India 
readied /W thanks to a pains¬ 
taking 7C by Vengsarkar, who 
is destined to be awkivard on 
the off ^ide Ob long as he does 
not r/iangi hts grip PaJcibtav 
finished the day at 2H foi one, 
Kapil Dev tlanning his* second 
Test icithet, that of Mudassar 
Na:ar 

P AKISTAN. HAVING TAKEN 
<5totk of the Mtudtion, hdd 
jearliecl the obvious conclusion that 
unless «;be produced wickcls which 
were helpful to her reamers, she 
would miss out on the considerable 
advantage of placing at home I he 
lugK al «ml to this argument, espe¬ 
cially against India, was that having 
produced the t>pe of wicket ic- 
quired Pakistan, on winning the 
toss, must stake all and pul India 
into bdt India with hci reliance 
on spin, would have to think many 
times before doing the same to 
Pakistan Still, on seeing the wicket 
which in colour closely resembled 
the fiieen ol the squaie, Bedi must 
have considcied replacing Piasanna 


with Ghavn, but sensibly retained 
the original combination* 


fiedi called wrong again, Mushtaq 
hesitated, reconsulted his colleagues 
and then gave India first sinke. He 
had committed himself to at least 
thiee wickets before lunch. He had 
also staked his credibility as a cap¬ 
tain. 


The stands were packed, except 
for those areas to the right of the 
pavilion, which were reseived for 
the visiting Indian fans. Towards 
the afternoon these had also filled 
up With the noise, the movement 
and excitement it could have been 
anywhere in India. It was a wel 
come change from Faisalabad. 
Gavaskar and Chauhan came out to 
an atmosphere which must have been 
familiar 

Imran began as in the fiist Test, 
bowling short and wide, wasting the 
new ball and foiring Ban into all 
kinds of ariobalics behind thr* 
stumps For the hist time in three 
matches one had the opportimifv of 
watching Imran fiotti a heught 
behind the sight screen. The luii up 
and the pre-delivery action is .limost 
classical, but at the last moment he 
plays out his left foot and falls away 
fiom the wicket Instead ol being 
sideways (which is the way to play 
this game, whether bowling or bat 
ting), he IS now open chested and 
any extra effort is bound to lesuU 
in inaccuracy. Fifty pei cent ol his 
deliveries were haimlessl> off tai 
get and he was fortunate to gel two 
wickets 




Vt^ tba iDther erid Salim AUar« 
aWUty to swing the ball got liitn 
preference over Sarfra*, Both bats¬ 
men played with confidence and just 
as Mushta^ started to become a 
little apprehensive^ Altaf bowled an 
ontswinger which moved fractionally 
late and Gavaskar edged it to Majid 
at first slip. Within a few minutes 
Chauhan was slow on to a rising 
delivery from Imran and dragged 
in onto his stujnps. This made 
India 19 for 2 and all depended on 
Viswanath. 

He played perhaps the best sliot 
seen so far in the scries, oH Imran. 
A mixture of a square cul and drive, 
it was timed so sweetly that it must 
have made Zahecr thoroughly en¬ 
vious. There was hope while he 
lasted even when Surinder mistimed 
a hook off Imran and Asif moved 
fast from short-leg to take it close 
to the square-leg umpire. At 48 for 
3 it was a sadly familiar position 
for India. Worse was to come when 
Sarfraz bowled Viswanath with a 
fast in-swinger. The two best deli 
veries had claimed the two best 
players. No matter how much 
batting was to come, lndia\s back 
was broken. There are two stars in 
this batting side and though the 
lest have shown brilliance at times 
in truth they are supporting actors, 
rarely able to take total charge. 

Mohinder and Vengsarkar strug¬ 
gled to 106 before Mohinder ducked 
into an attempted bov>ncer. Taking 
one’s eyes oft tl^e ball can produce 
painful results. He was rushed to 
the hospital lor precautionary 
X-rays and happily returned a little 
dazed but undamaged. 

Meanwhile, Vengsarkar, beaten 
three times in one over bv Sarfraz, 
was gaining confidence. He played 
the oil-drive with authority but 
again showed bis limitation on the 
otfside. A limitation he will have 
to live with unless he does some¬ 
thing about his grip. He moved 
down the wicket to punch Mushlaq 
over mid-on to‘reach his 50 and then 
again lifted him hard to the same 
area. Mushtaq had come on as the 
first spinner which made one won¬ 
der in what capacity Qasim was 
playing. 

Kirmani, dropped early on, kept 
Vengsarkar good company and at 
143 for 4. it looked as India might 
iuftl scrape up a Respectable total, 
it was not to be as Kirmani was l.b.w. 
to Mudassar and Veng.sarkar was 
well taken down the leg side by 
Bari. India’s tail again did not con* 
tribute much and she was all out 
for 199. From 49 for 4. India had 
managed to reach 199. for which 
Vengsarkar must take the maior 
credit. 


In the few minutes after tea 
Mudassar was held by Gavaskar of 
Kapil but Majid and Bari, the night- 
.watchimu, played quietly till the 
end fo Imh the day at 26 for one 



Mohinder •struck by an Imran bouncer (above} resumed his cnmnps and 
was out hit-wicket (below) m his attempt to hook Sarfraz 
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Pakistan's boWters bad tlie 

ball» especially Sarfraa ,wbo bowled 
with a great deal of intelUgeitce and 
stamiiia. Yet, after I he first boor 
the wteket had eased, and India's 
total was insignificaut. India W’U 
have to show real tenacity if she is 
going to retain any honours ' from 
this game. 

October 28: Pakistan 
put on the screws 

Nightwatchman Wasim Bart, 
very reminiscent of Alan Knott, 
proceeded to dominate the 
partnership with Majid Khan, 
Bedi struck two quick blows 
after lunch and the pressure 
was on. The turning point of 
the day came when Zahecr, 
losing patience, tried to lift 
Bedi, miscued and was lucky 
to see the bait carry oiwr extra- 
cover, This seemed to release 
all the tension and from then 
on Zaheer batted with dreadful 
certainty, Asif was a virinn of 
under-exposure to Chandre^ 
Aekhar but Zaheer vjas i^till 
there ivith J2S and Pakistan 
was at an unassailable 349 for 
four at the end of play. 

T HIS MORNING. WASIM BAUl, 
the nightwatchman. took advan^ 
tage of his promotion, and proceed¬ 
ed to further embarrass India. He 
reminds one a little of Alan Knott 
with his unortliodox approach to 
batting. Cheeky pushes and dabs 
are interspersed with authentic 
sweeps and lofted drives. ^ With 
Majid playing in a comparatively 
quiet vain. Bari batted throughout 
the morning session, registering a 
100-run partnership in which he was 
very definitely the senior partner. 
There was nothing in the wicket 
for any bowler and India was no 
doubt resigned to a long leather 
hunt. As often happens in this kind 
of a situation, it is often a break 
which gets a wicket. In this case 
it was immediately after lunch that 
Maiid was caught behind, cutting at 
Bedi. And Bari §o<in toUowed in 
identical fashion. Kirmani’s wicket¬ 
keeping in this match had no re¬ 
semblance to his elTorts in the last 
Test. At Faisalabad he had been 
shaky and unsure. Here he has 
been safe and more confident. 

This one hour after lunch was the 
moist crucial for India. Both Bedi 
and Prasanna seemed to realise this 
and one was witness to a most ab¬ 
sorbing duel betweep the Indian 
spinners bowling on an unrespon¬ 
sive cricket and two of Pakistan's 
most dangerous batsmen. Possibly 
the turning point came when 
Zaheer. losing patience, went to hit 
Bedi over the toPi miscued and was 
lucky to see the ball carry Over 
extra-cover* This seethed to release 











the pwHpii m 



all tension and from then on Zahoer 
becan batting with ominous surety. 
Asit also showed his intentions by 
easing Bedi into the stands. 

rhandrasekhar’s introdurtion from 
the pavilion end seemed an inspired 
move. Asif hadn't played a great 
deal of Chandrasekhar and found 
himself driving down the wrong line 
to be bowled. This made Pakistan 
216 for 4. but there was still a lot 
of batting to cx>me. 

At the other end Zaheer drove 
and cut Bedi and Chandrasekhar for 
four hours in as many minutes to 
reach his fifty With Miandad affain 
acting the perfect foil. Zaheer went 
from strength to strength and there 
seemed nothing that India could do 
to stein the flow of runs from his bat. 
At tea Pakistan was in the comfort 
able position of 244 for 4 This be* 
came an unassailable one as Zaheer 
cantered along to his second hundred 
of the senes, and at the end was 
unbeaten for a remarkable 126. 

Miandad was also there with 30 
and Pakistan must be looking for a 
declaration around tea time to 
morrow. India had bowled as well 
as she was allowed to, but Paki¬ 
stan's batsmen had again confirmed 
that on such %^rkets Indian bowl 
ing bolds no terror for them. 

October 29: Zaheer 
snperb, India begins 
long haul 

Zaheer went on to notch hts 
third double century in Tests, 
displaying an authority which 
is difficult to describe. Anything 
short was pulled and anything 
pitched up was driven with 
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eq%al eme and ft mada no 
difference where one bowled or 
tohat field one set. It was a pri* 
mlege to watch this tunings, 
and a relief to know that one 
•was not on the field Indians 
spinners have never collared 
like this before, not even by 
Vivian Richards and Llyod. 
Pakistan declared at 539 for 6, 
Zaheer unbeaten with 235 In¬ 
dia ended the day at 92 for no 
loss but Sarfraz, ivho act¬ 
ually moved the hall off this 
wicket, was unlucky not to 
scalp Chauhan 

I F ( KEMEMBER RIGHT 1 IHINK 
t wrote, a few days ago that 
Pakistan must be getting a little 
tired of Gavaskar’s broad bat WeU. 
you can imagine Wbat the Indians 
feel gbout Egheer Abbas. So fai he 
had scored 500 runs in three inn 
ingSi with no more than perhaps a 
couple of false strokes, ft is difli* 
cult to describe the authority with 
which he has mastered the bowling 
Indian spinners have been collared 
before Vivian Richard got 192 in 
Delhi three years ago and Lloyd 
hammered his way to 240 at Born 
bay in the same series but both 
gave chances early on. Richard got 
the benefit of the doubt from the 
umpire and Lloyd was dropped 
when he was in single figures One 
felt some hope against those iwo 
but not against Zahoer, at least not 
when he was in this form Anything 
short was pulled and anything 
pitched up was driven with equal 
ease* In between he pushed the 
good length deliveries foi singles 
and twOs It made no diiference 
where one bowled or what field one 
set. Zaheer went his inexorable way 
to record his thud double hundred. 
He Was especially severe on 
Chandrasekhar and Bedi. neither of 
whom got any pui^chase on this 
lifeless wicket In fact no bowler 
did except Saifra? late m the even 
mg It was an innings which one 
felt privileged to watch, but was 
also very thankful that one was not 
on the field 

Early in the day Miandad drovo 
with bis head m the an and was 
bowled by a now recovered Mohin- 
dor Mohinder then went on to 
trouble Mushtaq, who once mis 
timed a hook and then would have 
been caught in the slips had Viswa- 
natfi been a couple of inches taller. 
Rut Mushtaq, retying on his years 
ot oxi>eiicnce, settled down gradually 
to pjay like his old self, driving and 
cuttmg his way to 67 before ho 
founded himself stianded in mid 
wicket by Gavaskars quick return. 

Pakistan declared 40 minutes 
bt'forc tea with a lead of 549 runs 
and India was left with a monu 
mental task ot saving this game. 
Gavgskar and Chauhan batted with 
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responsibility i3mu||fl fit ti&M Vdttt 
good fortune. Imran cut down hlk 
speed to bowl a better line and 
Sarfraz actually moved the ball ofll 
this wicket He was distinctly un* 
lucky not to get a wicket as he 
repeatedly beat Chauhan outside 
the off stump. It was a fine piece 
ot bowling and one hopes that 
Indian seamers took note. If any* 
body IS going to cause problems over 
the next two day^i it will be Sarfrar 
with his ability to cut the old ball 
Yet, so fai, the Indian batting is 
intact, and seemingly unpertuibed. 
Only one wicket has fallen to the 
bowlejs all day today, which per 
haps permits one to believe that the 
impossible may happen 

October 31: Miracle 
Just possible 

Gavaskar and Chauhan hatted 
on and on It was obinous that 
the wicket would last foi two 
Test matches and Chauhan 
amply demonstrated his quali¬ 
ties of guts and patience. 
Nothing perturbed the two 
until they reached their nine¬ 
ties when, to then disgust, they 
were both suddenly out Then 
Suiindei and VMoanath got 
together Surinder has been 
rarely as effective as he was 
today Quite ioriectly he decid¬ 
ed to play /iis shots India" 
hopes remained on a high level 
till Surinder da ided to go into 
his shell and sue c urnbed to the 
pressiire applied by Mushtaq 
India needs a big innings from 


and no* on4 of fyjio 

usml 70$. 

npHEBE WAS MUCH SPECULA- 
A TION and dlscossion ..on the 
rest day regarding the tiding of 
Mushtaq^s declaration. The con'- 
sensus of opinion was that it was far 
too early. In fact it was one of 
those neither here nor there mtua- 
lions. On this wicket a lead 
of 340 runs has less meaning 
than, let’s 8ay> at Madras 
or Calcutta, nor do Pakistan 
have the spinners to extract any 
turn from this wicket. Only five 
wjekets have have fallen in two 
days, one of which was a run out. 
On the theory that if one is not going 
to get a side out in two days, then 
why expect to get it out in two-and- 
a-quarter. MuAitaq should have 
earned on for at least another hour 
or so. The way Zaheer was batting, 
Pakistan could well have scored 
another 80 runs thus ensuring that 
if India did get to around 450, the 
extra number of runs could have 
been knocked off easily. Or he could 
have taken a calculated risk, and 
declared 200 runs ahead, and given 
his batsmen enough time to score 
even the 250 or so runs on the last 
day But everything has been going 
Miishtaq’s way so far and at the 
moment it is too much to hope that 
luck will change 

Gavaskar and Chauhan batted on 
and on today against all the 
combinations that Mushtaq could 
think of They had a little luck in 
the morning when the ball went off 
Gavaskar’s gloves to the empty area 
at short leg and Chauhan played and 
missed outside the off stump, but 
they both settled down to play 
sensible cricket This was a huge 



To be or not to be: Oowskar and Kirmani talk mth Paokefs men, XAi- 
ton Taylor and Asif Iqbal 



Gavaskar and non^triker Surinder Amarnath appear non-plussed as the 
Pak^tavi urn^e declares the former out 


deficit to bat against and it was in¬ 
teresting to see the attitude the 
fndian batsmen adopted. It was 
obvious that the wicket would last 
for two Test matches and Chauhan 
amply demonstrated the qualities he 
is justly known for in Indian cricket 
—guts and patience. His basic 
problem is to negotiate the first half 
hour of the new ball. After that he 
is difficult to dislodge on wickets 
like these. Gavaskar played as one 
has come to expect him. Nothing 
perturbed him. not even w^en Sar- 
fraz got a little rough with the 
words. 

These two put on 190, and both 
were in their nineties When they fell 
within a few minutes of each other, 
Gavaskar caught at silly-point off 
Mu$ht«»q and Chauhan taken by 
Bari off Miandad. Both looked dis¬ 
gusted with the decisions, which had 
come at a crucial stage for India. 
Then Surinder and Visnwanath got 
together. Surinder has rarely been 
as effective as he was today. Quite 
correctly he decided to play his 
shots, but judiciously, and though he 
was dropped, he took the fight 
straight into the opposition camp. 
Viswanath also began to look go^ 
immediately and Indian hopes re¬ 
mained on a high level till late in 
the evening Surinder decided to go 
iifto his shell, allowing Mushtaq to 
apply pressure with five close-in 
fielders. Inevitably, it seeined, 
Surinder got a thin edge onto his 
pad to be caught at forward-short- 
teg. 

India had fought well but there is 
a long long way to go. It will need 
a large score from Viswanath and not 
one of his usual 70$ if India is to 
save the game. Pakistan’s bowling 
had not been particularly hostile ex¬ 
cept for a short spell by imran in the 
morning. Also her fielding* which is 
exceptionally good on the ground, is 
shaky in the air and a number of 
Indian batsmen have been given 
Itves. 


November 1: Pakistani 

professionalism 

triumphs 

Kapil Dei^ looked as if he would 
emulate Wasirn Bari until a 
barrage of bouncers unnerved 
him. Vengsarkar chose to rely 
entirely on defence and Mush¬ 
taq surrounded him with five 
close-in fielders. Mohinder was 
out, yet again, while hooking. 
Surely a Test , ptayer should 
have the sense ahd the ability 
to overcome such an obbious 
weakness. Hope existed while 
Viswanath was there, but then 
Mudassar Nazar, the eighth 
Pakistani bowler to bowl, 
changed the complexion of the 
game by getting him out and 
taking another wicket in his 
second over. Pakistan was left 
with 126 to win and', appro¬ 
priately, it was Zaheer who hit 
the winning stroke. After it 
was all over one intriguing 
question remained : What 

would Bedi have done had he 
won the toss ? 

A fter a long, hard, and 

desperate fight, India finally 
succumbed and Pakistan achieved a 
deserved victory. From the first 
morning, when India had batted on 
a moist, green wicket, and Altaf had 
forced Gavaskar into error, India had 
been struggling to save this game. 
The final result was a much closer 
thing than the eventual facile vic¬ 
tory for Pakistan. India batted for 
two days and if she had lasted out 
for another half an hour, Pakistan 
could never have won this game. 
There was more than one moment 
when India looked well set on the 


IFSS 




Dffip 4iNr4i^-. Our . hatting do- 
the firjtt aay wm .pathetic. It was i 
th^ sole reatofi tor oat defeat. Thh' 
match hiiijiied around -Viswanath .g: 
dismissal in the eecond Inaings.- Hh' 
unnecessarUy. tried to. cut a 
straight ball." No doubt Pakistan 
was the better sidb.' It was a 
shrewd move On' Mushtaq’s part' 
when he brought. Oh Mudatuar' 
Nazar. Our hatsnten undcrestlmab 
ed him and thus paid the penalty. 
On a wicket like this 1 was not-' 
surprised'that India got 465. I fOid ' 
Bishen Bedi should have had a. 
deep extra-cover when- Pakistau'l 
was building that mammoth tothL 

.Ajlt Wadekar: I think wo did 
extremely well to take the loati^ 
beyond the foCtrth day. If only pur 
ppeuing' batsmad had jstptje* ssup* 
pprit froth the iniddk^.'Otdfer, Wpi 
codtd have. brought 'ddif 
Thwe may have beeo ope ot twq,- 
doubtful decisions nut thhh thal's.i 
all io the game.. Both i^ohlpder' 
and .Chandrasekbpr were pvw*- 
bowlcd at the expense eS FruS' 
anna. Qn the third mernfug Bpdt. 
should 'have attacked*'Balieiw'-n. 
little Mtore because the .scprp'.'WBS' 
mounting' and India had'ndthins 
to lose, -lie could - havd trihd 
Chandra' in. thp'l^st - hopy- , Alap.’ 
we made tp’Oiatdlfi 

Zaheer Abbas.'. ^Itokeplay. If 
bad kept him quiet, h« Pfay hp^; 
lost bis patience, Ifhough Mawb< 
tap’s field plitdng was good, 1 lew 
he should have used ' JakPiX' 
Miandad a little more. 

ftamakani Bedalii betti^;' 

has won. , We fought' 
l^tle with ,gtlt 
tion and with a.lfH 
we might have 
We bowled yory tt 
innings^ Wd diun’t 
hence we cppldn't, 
tan's sttokemakeirit'- ^ 

SOB they bow>t?dV'tO ,!l%if 
Nprea TamMaf'f .■'.Yti'.vtai. n;'' 
mehdoUN fight nach^ . It-^wiiuii i, 
fortunate that we oime:em$e Who 
yht didn’t have it to, the 
Vlawanath’s - wf. co<«:e|it«fe 
tion. at that iCTii<liai moment-coif 
us dear. If, only'Vengsarkar. Im 
put his head ^d(mm like Prascmiut 
Red! sdonted '-to have more faith 
ill Mohinder than Kapil Dev to 
achieve g .breakthrough on 
third d^. liAgain it .'Was 
tbOt .. Gavaskar It ,our 
'■ 

Raj .thHiht . Pakistan's; 'idmttiitg^ 
is exhibiting.' its superiority.-! 
would like to' see India win .the 
toss and pile . up a total of 350 
and then let's see how they fare, 

[' If. India had saved the match, it 
would have been a- miracle. It .Is 
very easy to discard a lostog 
captain. It was not batting ' or 
faovvliiig'but lufk Umt let m^W^: 
A wiefcat like the one at Mhm^ 
k. not doing anyone ‘ any good. 
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An over enthusiastic Punjabi chose this way to celebrate Kapil Dev's 



End of India's second innings: Chandrasekhar bowled Imran 


road to aafety but time oilier 
fate ii^terveoed or the batsman aHo* 
wed indiscretion to be the better* 
part of valour Yet it was a remar- 
kable achievement to reach rd€5 and 
that without a century being regis¬ 
tered. 

On the final morning Kapil 
Dev» the night-watchman, looked as 
if he would emulate Wasim Bark He 
timed the ball as well as anyone in 
the Indian team till he was unsett¬ 
led by a barrage of bouncers from 
Sarfraz and Imran. A little more 
cxpenejice would have saved him. 

The middle order, except lor 
Viswanath, lived upto its reputation 
of instability. Yet it was the manner 
in which both Vengsarkar and Mo- 
hinder approached their task that 
was disapoointing. Vengsarkar chose 
to rely entirely on defence and Mush- 
taq was quick to surround him with 
five close-in fielders. India forgot 
that runs were as essential as time 
cMd paid the ultimate penalty. A 
little more aggression would have 
toroed Mushtaq onto the defensive 
and eased the pressure. Mohinder 
also played a shot to which he has 
been out so often. He will not get 
over the ball when hooking and this 
fact is now so well advertised that 
any bowler above a slow medium 
pate keeps an alert long-leg. Surely 
a Test player should have the sense 
and the ability to overcome such an 
obvious weakness. 

It was as usual upto Viswanath 
who, while he was there, kept the 
many Indians here in good cheer. He 
pla\od as he only ran and got out 
as ho often does in the 70s and 80s— 
trying to cut. Mushtaq had brought 
on Mudassar mainly becau.^c he could 
think of nothing else and Mudassar 
changed the whole complexion of the 
match in two overs and then retired 
to the relative obscurity of fhe out¬ 
field. 

Kirmani showed more sense than 
some of the earlier batsmen. He was 
prepared to use his feet and play 
his shots. He also farmed the bow¬ 
ling intelligently but by that time it 
was too late. When Chandrasekhar 
was bowled by Imran, Pakistan nee¬ 
ded 126 to win and had enough time 
to do so. No amount of delaying 
tactics, time wasting, or attempts at 
negative bowling-by India could pre¬ 
vent the inevitable. Amidst much 
jubilation, it was Zaheer, appropria¬ 
tely, who hit Viswanalh's fourth de¬ 
livery into the stands and Pakistan 
bad won. 

From the first day Mushtaq's luck 
had held but to be entirely fair 
Pakistan’s bowlers had u.sed the 
measly help in this wicket with moie 
effect than the Indian bowlers would 
have done. There is also little doubt 
that if India had batted first this 
match would have been a tepeat per¬ 
formance of Faisalabad. There is. 
one intriguing question left: What 
would Bed! have done if he had won 
the toss? 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
FAROOO OSMAN 





H^nrecarci 

IMIIIA tttiiw)! 


S. c Mudamr b 


0. H. VistMblaitlii j> 

Def ^«iid b I^jPi ^ 
D, Jk VbttgSM'fiV c Wri ’ b 


t. P. a Cba^bMi b fmraa 10 

$. A^mstiit c Asff b nnr 40 8 

6k ^ VisMmmtb b Sari^f 20 

D. B. Vbofiiu-luir c Bari b 

Inufati 70 

M. Anraroatli bit wkt b 
^rlraz 20 

S. M. U. Kirntani Ibw b 
Mudasaar 12 

ICapil D«v Ibw b Sarfraz IS 

E. A. S, Prasantia not «ut 1 

B. S. Bedi Ibw b Sarfraz 4 

B. $. Chandrasokhar b Imraa 0 

Extraa 28 

TOTAL liio 

FALL OF mCKETS: 

1 for 15 (Gavaskar), 2 for 19 
(Chauhan), 3 for 48 (S. Anidr* 
natb), 4 for 4$ (Viswanatb), 5 
for 151 (Klrmaiu), 6 for 186 
(Kapti Dev), 7 for 192 (Veng- 
carkar). 8 for 194 (M. Amar- 

natb), 9 for 198 (Bedi). 

Bowling : 

Irnran l^hao 18S>2-S4-4 

Saleem Altai 13-3-34-1 

Sarfrar Nawal 16-446-4 

Mushtaq Mobanunad 6'0-32-0 
Mudassar Nazar 3-2- S-l 


BOWLING: 


RmW Betf »h 98-1 

|ibi^ Gava^ 4-1- 1(M> 

B. S, Bedi ^ 34-6-150-2 

B. S. Chaodraaekbar 21-2-109-1 

E, ^ B. Praaa^oa 25-2- 94-0 

M. Atnamam 21-1- T6-1 

ptm im iaaiBfiit 

's, O^dUrtr C Borffo* b 


PAKISTAN (tat Inaiitfa): 

Majid Khan c Kirntaai b 
Bed) 45 

MiAlassar Nazar c Gavaskar 
b Kapil 12 

Wasim Bari c Kirmani bBedi 8S 
7aheer Abbas not out 235 

Asif Iqbal b Cbandrasekbar 29 
Javed Miandad b M. Amarnatb 35 
Mttsbtaq • Mohammad run out 67 
Imran Khan not out 9 

Extras 22 

TOTAL (for 6 wkts dccl) 

FALL or WIOKETS: 

1 for 19 (Mudassar), 2 for 144 
» (Majid), 3 for 161 (Bari), 4 for 
216 (Asif), 5 for 356 (Miandad), 
6 for 502 (Mushlaq). 


If; AmnMh c Qaalto b 

ft. bt H. ffinaaol «ot ajt *6 
E. A, N, Ptasaooa ct MMbtaq 
b Imratt . ^ . 7 

B. S. Bedi b Sarfra* ^ , 1 

B. & Chandrasekhar b Itnraa 4 

Total 

PALL OF WbCBETBt 

1 for 192 (Chauban). 2. for 202 
(Gavaskar), 3 for 301 (s- Amar- 
nath), 4 for 371 (KapH), 5 for 
406 (^swqnath), 6 for 407 

(Vengsarkar). 7 for 415 (M, 

Anurna^), 8 for 437 (Pratansa) 
9 for 438 (Bedi), 

BOWLING: 

Imran Khan 42.3-12-110-3 

Baiim Altaf 16- 4- 36*0 

Sarfraz Nawaz 38-7-112-2 

Iqbal Qasim 33-12- ^*0 

Mushtaq Mohammad 30- A106-2 
Laved Miandad 5- 1- 7-1 

Mudassar Nazar 4- 1- 4-2 

bfajid Khan 2- 0- 50 

PAKISTAN (Aia IniitiifS): 

Majid Khan c and b M. 

Amarnath 38 

Mudassar Nazar b Kapil Dev 29 
Zaheer Abbas not out 34 

Asii Iqbal not out 21 

Extras . ^ 6 

TOTAL (for two wickets) 1® 

FALL OF WICKETS: 


1 for 57 (Maud), 
<Mudassar). 

BOWUNG: 


for 89 


Kapil Dev lO-l-53-l 

Mohinder Amarnath SO-SS-l 

Bistacn Singh Bedt 4-0-23-0 

Q. R. Viswanath 0 4-0-70 

Pakistan wen bp 8 wicfcett. 

Records 

Mt^SHTAQ MVHAhmAU WOM 
i^&the but tovit«4 Ju^ia to 
1)at. Ba i$ tbe fifth Pakistan skii;^ 

S r t 0 00 sOf but outy the secood 
win the mat^b for m$ side after 
doing so< Earlier, Faaal Mabmohd 
had won the Test after hdviog 
^Ot fd the opponents. West Indies 
at Karachi in 19S6*S0, 


Zaheer Abbas stole the show at 
tahofe. 

batting records tor Pakistan, first 
he reached the SWO-rmi mark ff 
his career 0^ Tests) when he*- 


reached H5 on \he moining ot 
the third day When he reached 
100. he broke the record for ntasl 
runs by an batsman (n Indo-Pah 
Tests. bfW by Saeed Ahmed t460 
run 0K11) in India m the five 
Test series ih 196061. When he 
crossed bo set aside West In 
dian Kahan KanbaiV highest score 
at iahpre made m 19o8^59. m 
beer's eventual scoie of 235 not 
out was not only the highest for 
^Lahore but for all Test centres ifl 
Pakistan. It is also the highest 
individual score tn Indo-Pak Te^ts, 
obliterating Chandu Borders iugh- 
est of 177 not out at Madras in 
1900-61 Zaheei's knock mcluded 
30 fours, which equals the earlier 
best for Pakistan notched up bv 
Waqar ftussam in his innings ol 
109 against New Zealand at La¬ 
hore in 1955-56. 

Skipper Mushtaq Mohammad 
declar^^ his first innings close at 
the Pakistani's highest score of 539 
for 0 wickets, which is the identi¬ 
cal highest earlier made by Ihdta 
at Madras in 1960-61. . 

Wasim Bari performed the role 
of a itightwatcbman for Paki<itan 
His 85 beats Pakistan's previouiB 
best score for a nightwaichman— 
40 by ^bujauddm made at Lahore 
againat India in 1954-55^ 

The best opening wicket stand 
came in Ihdia's second inning? 
when Gavaskar and Chauban put 
on as many as 192 runs. It was 
not only the first lOO-run stand for 
the first wicket for cither side in 
the present senes but it was the 
highest for India against Pakistan, 
The pair oveihautea their previous 
best of 97 made at Paisalabad and 
now the lOZ-run stand even betters 
the IfiZ-run stand between Hanif 
Mohammad and Imtian: Ahmed 
made at Madras m 1960-01. It is 
now the best stand for any wic¬ 
ket for India in Tests against 
Pakistan. In the process, Chauhan 
reached his highest score in Test?^ 
bettering his previous score of 88 
against AustrjfBa at Perth last 
year. 

Wasim Bari’s cateh of Chauhan 
was his lOOih catch in Tests, the 
first Pakistani wicket-keeper to 
cross the milestone 

When Gavaskar got out for 97, 
it was the first lime be fell a prey 
to the ‘nervous nineties”, 

Ka|Mil Dev» Indio's nightwatch 
man, mode the highest score of 
45 for any Indian nightwatchman 
fh-Tosis. viswanath also increased 
his number of fifties in Te.stj9 for 
India from 21 to 22 Majid Khan's 
49 catebes hi Te<^ts is a rcfOid for 
any Pakistani player. 


SUDHIR VAiDYA 






Prakash 

Padukone 


flwt yen lack to '‘kttlor lmtlact’’t 
Prtluwli: Tilt about ld72 1 was 

basically a ‘touch player*, that is a 
defensive player, but after 1 saw tbe 
Indonesians play 1 realised the im 
portance of being an ottensive player. 
Those days it is very hard lor a 
‘touch plaNor* to matth an offensive 
player's fast game So I have adapt* 
ed the aggrt ssivc style This lequires 
■ one to he atsohitely ht and well 
jn versed with thal technique 


I need a 
rest 

Interview with 
LESLEY WILSON Jr 

1 MFT PRAKASH BLJ ORF HF 
flew to Delhi eii route to fng 
land, where he went on to beat the 
reigning world ihampion Fleming 
Delt^., m the exhibition match 
*L\cning of f hampions 

Sportsworld: How did you feel 
after your victory over I>erck Talooc 
in Edmonton ? 

Prakash. I exiiemely happy 
that I could win a major tournament 
and the rominonwcallh badminton 
Gold, For 1 had nevei won an inter 
national event befoie, though I had 
reached the semi finals in the Asians 
and the finals of the Dutch Open 
this year But this was my first 
niajor smccss so 1 was nalurally 
thiilled 1 look forwaid to gieater 
successes 

SW: What exactly drew you to 
badminton and to whom are you 
grateful for guiding you along? 

Prakash : Initially my father was 
responsible for my taking to the 
game, foi he used to play badminton 
himself As a voungster I used to 
accompany him to the courts wheie 
he taught me the fundamentals and 
1 gradually picked it up Later on 
the Karnataka Slate Badminton Asso 
nation pailicularly the late Mr Net 
kalappa helped me immensely And 
last but not least my pit?sent em 
plovers, the Union Bank of India 
who also sent me to Indonesia for 
my training I am smceiely grateful 
to all ot them 

SW; Have you been inspired by 
any players? 

Prakash : No, not in the beginning 
but Idtei on when I saw Rudy liartono 
play foi the fust lime in Bombay T 
was VI ly impiesscd by his style of 
play Moie recently, 1 had the pii 
VIlege of playing against Rudy and 
even be ihng him in an exciting piac 
tne nifilih His style Is now part ot 
mine also 


SW : Have you developed any new 
techniques which have improved your 
game? What do you have to say 
about the comment of many pututite 
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SW: You are continually on the 
move playing in tournamenis around 
the country and abroad. Don*t you 
feel you are overstraining yourself 
and may burn yourself out befoie 
the Asian Games ? 

Prakash: Ye^ parliLiilaiU this 

season that is the last eight months 
I have been oveidoing it And 1 feel 
the strain when I am on the couit 
My ankle has albo been ticaibling me 
a lot 1 think I need a lestoiit with 
the Asian Games around llie coinei 
I don I think I am going to gc t any 

SW: Do you feel 'professionalism* 
should be Introduced m badminton'^ 

Prakash: I would personally like 
pi ofessionalisni to b* intiodnccd 
From the spectaloi s point of view 
I think badminton ran be inii<h moie 
enjoyable than tennis ‘so I don t 
see any reason why profe ssion ilisiii 
should not be brought in In tact 1 
have spoken to players aioinul the 
world about this and they ait vtiy 
much in favour The g une h is l>< 
come quite expensive now and c in 
be no longer played as a hohhy 
Iherc IS a move going on m the 
IBM to make badminton a piofi 
sional game 

SW: How do you rate our stan 
dards against that in the rest of the 
world? 

J^akash : Ihe standaids in ( him 
Indonesia and Denmaik are definite 
ly supenoi to those in India espccnl 
1y in Indonesia and China where 
badminton is a national game I h< y 
start plaving bidminton from the ig( 
of SIX and bv the lime they an I'} 
or 16 they aie in the nitjonal team 
Besides they have courts ilmost 
eveiywheie and the fanhties aie vti\ 
good Tlwiefoic they piarhce much 
more than in India The result is 

they aie much bellei pkiyers 

SW: So playing abroad in the 
internatioual circuit has improved 

your game. Do you follow any parti 
cular system to keep yourself physi 
rally fit? 

FYakash; Playing m the inlcr 

national circuit is vciy nccessaiy 
especially as in India 1 iiave not 
much opposition VMun ( play 

against sonu of the Indian playcis 

I play at a much slower pace but 
slill manage to win, but when I play 
against a foreigner 1 find that I have 
to speed up^my game consideiably 
which at times is quite difficLtlt to do. 
So playing iii the intei national ciicuit 
has helped me m that icspcct As 
tor keeping myself fit, 1 go to the 
stadium every morning for a work¬ 


out 1 do tioruial athletic exerdses 
like skipping, sprinting, etc, for 
about an hour During the week I 
also lift light weights to strengthen 
my'^arms. ^ 

SW: Which was your most fruit¬ 
ful trip abroad in terms of experi¬ 
ence and Improving your game? 

Prakash : My trip to Indonesia 

has been of great help to me 1 
practised with the Indonesian national 
team who are also the Thomas Cup 
holders Playing with these tup 
players regularly for two months de¬ 
finitely taught me a lot and widened 
my game. 

SW: You have now adopted the 
‘serve and smash* technique in pre 
ference to your old style of ‘touch 
play*. Has It improved your game? 

Prakash: I think a combination 
of the two is best To be a completely 
offensive player you have to be ab 
solutely fit and I don’t think I am 
ill to that degtee The Indonesians 
rely entiicly on their ‘seive and 
smash* technique In fact they don't 
have anv other stiokes but then the> 
are fit beyond any doubt But a com 
bination of the two sl>ks 1 feil is 
tlu bp>t foi me because >ou then 
have more control ovci the garni 
Otherwise >ou make one imsiake 
Hid you can be upset It youi opi»o 
n< lit who plays a list game is 
shiiwd enough to slow down the 
game he can easily hue you to com 
nutting mistnkiwluili wiU n suit in 
you losing llu ganu So tliat is 
why f (umbiiK both techniqia s now 

SW * Do you feel you should start 
‘specialising’? 

Pfakash Yi s 1 am sinoiisly 
thinking of pkiying singles m itclu s 
only In fact in the last two lounia 
ments I only played in the singles 
Hut ciboul whit will hippih in the 
Asian (.aims 1 hive not decidid as 
yel for tin leiiii event wc do not 
have any othei lombiiiiition so T will 
most cetlainly ha\o to play the 
doubles also In ihe open event I 
can however diop out of Uu 
doubles hut foi the team event I 
feel 1 *>hoiil(l pi IV im my counliy 

SW : How do you rate your 
chances in the coming International 
tournaments^ 

Prakafdi : In the last two ot my 
majoi tourqanft Ills I reached the 
qiiiitei finals and now that I hnve 
won th( ( ommonwealih title I feel 
muih moie confidonre and hope to 
do well But I will dt finitely have 
tough opposition as top players fieim 
Indonesia and Denmaik will also he 
partieipating 

SW: In retrospect, what would 
you say has been the most thrilling 
moment in your badminton career? 

Prakash : As a lunior when 1 won 
the jiinioi and men’s singles tUlo m 
the same year 1971 I was highly 
thrilled as I had also broken a 
national lerord And as a scnioi 
tnv victory at the bdinontou Common 
wealth Games was iny greatest 
achievement and one that 'I wdl al 
ways lemeiubei 
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Billiards 
scene is 
bright 

MICHAEL FERREIRA 


1|«B to poiiil imA thtt n iood bOliard- 
aoth Is 8 work of art wltli a beauti¬ 
fully woven and f^edsely textured 
nap, which has among other things 
a luofound effect on the movement 
of the balls, the way they respond to 
spin and the pace of the table. 

On the onW occasion when I play¬ 
ed on a table fitted with a locally 
made cloth 1 was appalled to find 
tiny pieces of fluff sticking to my 
ham everytime I laid it on the 
table ! Don’t get me wrong—when 
local manufacturers are in a position 
to produce a doth of the quality of 
say, Hunt and Winterbothams DP2 
or Stranchan’s No 6, I would be the 
first to recommend it for use on a 



T he strength and vitality 

of any sport can generally be 
gauged from several factors such as 
the quality of playing conditions 
available, the-extent of patronage 
and encouragement by Goverarnent 
and the organised sector, the ability 
and charisma ot the leading players 
and, inevitably in the increasingly 
commercial world of sport, the 
amount of money that is up for 
grabs at the end of the day. 

Judged against the backdrop of 
these among other factois, the game 
of billiard in India today, while not 
exactly the answer to a maiden's 
prayer has certainly **come 8 long 
way baby," and it won’t be long be¬ 
fore an outstanding player can 
cause heads to turn on the streets, 
or more importantly, officialdom to sit 
up and take notice of his deeds 
even if his centuries are not scored 
on a 22 yard strip of turf. 

As far as playing conditions are 
concerned, the greatest spin-off from 
tho consistently high performances 
of Indians in international competi¬ 
tion (coupled no doubt with the com¬ 
fortable foreign exchange position) 
is the grant of an import licence of 
Rupees six lakhs by the Government 
to the Billiards and Snooker Federa¬ 
tion of India, an indulgence which will 
a long way in easing the demands* 
in the country for essential items 
such as cushions, balls, chalk and 
tips. Unfortunately, the Government 
has deleted billiard-cloth, the most 
important item of all, from the list 
specified in the licence, a move 
which, if not rectified, will spell 
doom for the game in India for the 
simple reason that locally-made cloth 
is Just Kol Good Enough. At the 
risk indulging in hyperbole one 


billiard table — but, until that day, 
the Government would be doing the 
game a tragic disservice by not 
allowing the import of cloth. The 
matter is of course, being taken up 
by the BSFI, and one is hopeful 
that the Government %vill see the 
justice of the case. 

Apart from, this slight aberration, 
clubs all over the cuuntj^ are as¬ 
sured, for the time being at least, 
of a steady supply of essential items 
ot the highest quality. The only 
thing that now remains is for the 
Government to grant relief in the 
shape of some ad here reduction in 
the savage rates of duty on these 
items — the loss to the revenue 
would be infinitesimal and after all 
it is the honour amd glory of the 
country that are at stake. 

Turning to the role played by 
commercial concerns in the develop¬ 
ment of the game, one is delighted 
to observe an increasing amount of 
s^nsorship of billiards and snooker 
championship over the past couple 
of years, something that ig absolutely 
essential for the growth of the 
game. While it iv still too early 
for a player to make a good living 
out of the game in this country, 
there are encouraging signs of a 
change, and the next five years 
might well witness a revolution in 
the sport. 

The ball was set rolling (no pun 
intended) with the Oberoi Sheraton 
Hotel in Bombay sponsoring a major 
event in 1975. Companies such as 
B.H.E.L. Bhopal, l.T.I. (Bangalore), 
Rexello ahd Advani Ocrliken have 
regular invitation tournaments of 
all-India stature. In June this year 
the Hotel Maurya m Delhi staged a 
magnificent series of exhibition 
matches when sports lovers in the 
capital were able, for the first time, 
to savour the skill and artistry of 
the leading players in the country. 
Plans are now in full swing for bold¬ 
ing a prestigious international invita¬ 
tions tournament in Bombay early 
next year with the best professional 
and amateur billiard and snooker 
players in the world playing for 
prize money to tailing in excess of 
£12,000 (subject of course, to Gov¬ 
ernment approval). So all in all# the 
scene is really improving, and no¬ 
thing but good can come out of it. 

A S J'Art AS THE ABIUTY OF 
. our players is concerned it is 


generally acknowledged that we 
lack in no aspect of the game. Over 
and above our undoubted natural 
talent, countries like India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka euio^ the tremendous 
advantage of fuu-time markers in 
attendance during practice sessions. 

If you think this is haidly worth 
mentioning, just try a two hour solo 
practice session fetching out the 
balls yourself. A fate worse than 
death, 1 can assure you ! In fact, 
in my opinion, the lack of *dkeap 
labour’ could be the greatest single 
factor responsible for the lessenmg 
of interest and consequent decline of 
general standards in billiards In 
Western countries. Snookers, of 
course, stands on a slightly different 
footing, and the presence of an at¬ 
tendant is not that important. But I 
am digressing shghlly. As I said 
earlier, our players do not lack in 
any way — four world billiards 
titles, four runner-up positions and 
sight world records, four of whicii 
are still standing after 19 years, is 
good going by any standards. 

Our lack of penetration on tlie 
snooker front, however, continues 
to be disturbing. The fault really 
lies not with our players, but in the 
absence of intensive competition 
with the best players in the world. 

In billiards, the power centre clear¬ 
ly lies in our part of the world (in¬ 
cluding Sri Lanka) and top flight 
competition is available at our dooi« 
step, with results which are there 
for all to see. On the other hand, 
the unchallenged citadel of snooker 
is England, where, aided by colour 
TV, the game has scaled unbeliev¬ 
able heights. The top pros in Eng¬ 
land earn £ZO,000 to £40,000 per 
year, which is pretty good sugar, 
whichever way you look aV it. So, 
what’s the answer ? Four or five of 
our leading players should be helped 
to play in England for a few months 
every year — one could then vir¬ 
tually guarantee a spectacular break¬ 
through in the game. This is i^hat 
is done in tennis, badminton and 
other sport:> — why not in snooker? 

I would urge the BSFI and the con¬ 
cerned State Associations all of 
which, I may mention, are doing an 
excellent job, to put their heads to¬ 
gether and work out some plan of 
action as suggested here 

In conclusion, with the injection of 
bigger prize-money into the game, 
the picture that emerges is more 
than satisfactory. But much remains 
to be done. Coaching schemes, 
wide coverage in the Press, radio and 
TV — especially TV ! Exhibitions 
and tournaments in the mofussil 
areas, better liaison with the Gov¬ 
ernment and the continued dedica¬ 
tion of our top oifinals cannot but 
produce results. The players on 
their part, who as a whole are a 
bard working, sober and refined lot, 
must continue to put in their lonely 
hours of unremitting to and abide by 
the rigid discipline so essential for 
excellence in this or for that matter, 
any other sport. The rewards, and 
1 am not referring to the finanaal 
ones, are really worth it 1 
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Profile 


The 

amazing 

Ranjit 

Bhat 

PACEMAKER profiles 
the owner of the three 
money-spinners : 
Commanche, 
Squanderer and 
Manitou. 

N ever in the 200 year old 

history oi horse racing in 
India has an owner produced 
the same impact on the sport 
as that engendered by the emcr 
gcncc of Mr Ranjit V Bhat as 
the most successful relatively small 
investoi Indeed, the pervasive m 
flucnct' of Bhat encompasses a wider 
scope than any pievious patron of 
the game for though he has not 
made anv significant contribution 
toward'* the creation of new iccords 
at bloodstock auctions he has shown 
that one does not have to make six 
figiiic purchases to secure chum 
pions He has thereby raised the 
hopes and aspirations of those who 
cannot pay astronomicdl sums to 
buy horses or piefer not to do so 

At any time during the 200 yeais 
of raring in India Bhat’s successes 
would be nothing shoit of fantastic. 
In the highly competitive mid- 
Sovcnties of the present century 
when record prices in private deals 
are paid for youngstock, his achieve 
ments border on the rnnaculous 

In the last four years Bhat has 
been the single most important fac 
tor in Indian racing dominating the 
premier races m the country tor 
three-year-olds, four-year olds and 
for horses above the Classic age 
with three magnificent specimen of 
Indian-breds, each of whom has 
topped the Rs 1,000,000 mark m 
stakes earmngs and Pdih of whom 
has carved out a niche in racing s 
Hall of Fame 

These three outstanding gallopers 
are Commanche, Squanderer and 
Manitou Each is mentioned with an 
awe bordering on reverence wher¬ 
ever racing is discussed and debated, 
each has his own pnvate fan club 
and many happy hours are spent 
extolling their respective virtues, 
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recounting their magnideent feats 
and weighing the qualities of one 
agafn<xt those of the other two iii an 
academic exerase to determine 
which amongst them is the greatest, 
for they have never met in competi¬ 
tion and never ever will do so. 

Has the fairv tale success of Bhat. 
which had eluded the Maharajas of 
yore and the captains of mdustrv 
and the princes of commerce of to¬ 
day spoilt the man’ 

Such a thought is killed even 
before it can germinate in the minds 
of even those who know him but 
casually On the other side of the 
thiilies Bhat is as modest, as genial 
and as entertaining as he ever was. 
Though he has drunk deeply of the 
headv wine of success he has no 
Swagger and explains his achieve 
ments m a simple, straightforward 
thieeword sentence “T am lucky* 


And that lie assuredijr is, Tet, to 
attribate everything that he has be- 
come on the Indian racing scene to 
the favour of the fickle jade which 
is Lady Luck is to do him a grave 
injustice, for with the sole-v excep 
lion of Commanche, whom he was 
advised to buy by his trainer, the 
Bombay champion R R Byramji, 
both Squanderer and Manitou were 
picked out by him and bought on 
his own initiative. 

In his early youth Bhat’s sporting 
and recreational interests were 
centred on badminton cricket and 
table tennis, which are as different 
from horse racing as chalk is fiom 
cheese He became interested m 
horses and horse racing in 1962 
when he was j*ust 15 Too young to 
enter a racecourse and discouraged 
bv ^ father, who, though a member 
of the R WI T C , had very little in¬ 
terest in the sport, the young Bhat 



Squanderer mth Jagdtsh up 



ooBototrated gyniKtiaiia racing. 
He first experienced the sweet smeM 
of success in 1964 when he led in 
his winner, Shalkot. He was the 
first, and till now, the only member 
of his family to race a horse at all. 

•T«HE FIRST HORSE THAT BHAl 
-I bought for racing under rules 
was Red Revolution. The year was 
1970 and though Red Revolu> 
tion never won a race beyond 
Class Two he was an invitee 
and a participant in the Indian 
Turf Invitation Cup. That, in¬ 
cluding Red RevolutjK>a, Bhat has 
only owned 10 horses sincse must 
surprise many because there have 
been other small ownArs who have 
secured large strings following suc¬ 
cesses which compared nowhere to 
Bhat's. Most of them have come to 
grief and though Bhat does not lack 
the means to maintain and race a 
big string he is too level-headed, too 
aware of the snares and pitfalls of 
horse racing, to overreach himself. 

Bhat points out that most owners 
cannot meet their racing expenses 
from stake winnings, for although 
they are steadily on the increase 
they do not fuHy keep pace wi*h 
the rising costs of purchasing and 
maintaining a racehorse. In this 
respect he feels that the income tax 
liability on stake winnings is a dis¬ 
incentive to owning a horse, for, as 
he points out, most owners are taxed 
at the rate of the hi.:^hest slab. Even 
though his horses have won millions 
of rupees he hUs little or nothing to 
show by way of profit. 
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He is strongly of the view that 
race club officials are not sufficiently 
exercised over this aspect of the 
sport and he would like the five 
Turf Authorities of India to make a 
strong concerted move to persuade 
the Union Government to exempt 
stake winnings, as distinct from 
winnings by betting, from income 
tax. 

Bhat himself is a moderate pun- 
ter. One does not have to ask him 
if he is successful as he most cei 
tainly must be. But even in this 
sphere of racing his level-headedness 
is quite apparent. He believes that 
as horses racing in classes below 
four are none too genuine such 
races should be avoided by punters 
•and he stresses that a punter’s 
wagering must be influenced by his 
financial capacity. 

Bhat feels Bombay’s Mahalaxmi 
racecourse Is the best place in India 
at which to race. This opinion, he 
maintains, is not influenced by the 
fact that Bombay is his home. How¬ 
ever, he says Bombay racecourse 
officials are the most difficult to get 
along with. being unnecessarily 
autocratic and imperious. This fac¬ 
tor, he feels, may be one cause for 
the decline of racing in Western 
India. As he rightly points out. 
Bahgalere has developeo . very fast 
becaii^ of the courted ^nd con* 
sideratlon shown by the authorities 




f Sportsworld Special 


How 
good is 
Surajit 
Sengupta? 

CHUNI GOSWAMI 


UdgfiO Fhs «*xpobure to public view 
ovei so long a period does provide 
ciH opportunity to hii> strengths 

and weakness 

While not wholly agreeing with 
popular view, 1 shaie the feeling 
that he leaves a wide gap between 
the promise be showed and the per 
toriudiices he has given Bestowed 
with natural talent, tm ball lontroh 
^feigning and dodging come easily to 
him it IS onl> natural that lovers ot 
iootball expect a great deal tiom him 
—in as much as that he should bi 
reckoned as one who should be re 
memberc'd well atti r his playmg 
days die over and not forgotten as 
just one c)t those who also ran 

In fact. Surajit possesses all the 
qualities and technical abilities—line 
ball (oiiliul deft passing and leiei 



ylng Kipeifcd But it 1$ a Well 
known laci that ability in the name 
and piuducing the above qualities In 
abufidanie m a match are not quite 
the same thing. It is a gqnoeal ex¬ 
perience that thoi>e considered lalen 
ted at club level engagements leave 
much to be desired when pitted 
agamst toughei opponents I wonder 
whether this applies to ^ngupta 
tven without entering into a cuntro 
versy on *a technical appraisal of his 
recent pei lot mances, it may be said 
that he has somehow not carved u 
great niche for himself, causing be 
wildciment to s|>orts pundits. Inn 
dentally his performances for Mo 
hull Bagan against Last Bengal and 
Mcevtisa have been lather colour¬ 
less till now and ppihaps this 
add'* to the geneial belief that he is 
\civ docile HI bigger maUhes 
Despite this I am convinced that 
his talent is of a very high ordei 
and though ho is more comfortable 
in feigning and diibbhng past an 
opposing detendci in a less crowded 
place at the sidelines ot the pilch, 


I T IS really an oneiuus exercise to 
make a intiral analysis of the 
pel forinance of an individual who is 
still playing ^-onerous ui the sense 
that a critical analysis, divorced ot 
bias, is a diflirult proposition Best 
des, there is every possibility of 
being misunderstood 

The success of a player does not 
depend on a daj’s work oi his cur 
rent |>eiformaiices The tiuly success 
ful is one who after retiiement, can 
look back ovii his pertoimances and 
achievements while ms name is in 
eluded in vaiious compaiisons and 
studios In the above context it 
would be really difficult to make any 
comments on Surajit Sengupta, the 
ate winger ot Bengal, as he is vet to 
complete his career and still has a 
few more years of football in him 

However, 1 see that there is a 
popular belief in Calcutta that Sura 
jit has not risen to the heights that 
people thought he would after see 
iiig him 111 his formative yeais In 
that sc use, he has belied all expecta 
tioas, although he has been on the 
Calcutta football scene for about 10 
years Hc^ is stilt in his prime and 
has gatheied enough experience with 
his stay m both the two leading In 
dian clubs, Last Bengal and Mohun 
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Off 9S 8 

'tabaldil' 

'iirauu) sv^Mrt ifiAV£ made 

footb^n^r? Jwir re^i^ 
answerpMB to «voit >o^0itl Um*^ 
self The tabla oi^at bf« fim lovo 
and be had otlaiiqt^d a girott dc^ 
gree of cempeteo^h evoo at ad 
early age. In fact* it Wai a fami* 
liar aight^a family of muate 
lovers gathered together for an 
evening pf classical cascades. 
While the vocalists wonld change* 
young Surajit was constantly on 
the table. 

But he had natural talent tn 
tootball, from hia early days in 
hometown Hooghty. While the 
cultural heritage of the $enguptas 
did not include the game, there 
was no dearth of encouragement 
lor the lad as he kicked about In 
gay abandon. However, the hllip 
he needed to howet into a player 
came while he watched Balaram 
play in a match at Batanagar^ He 
joined Robert Hudson Club—g 
Calcutta Second Division Sidew 
m 1969. 

But that was only for a peap. 
Kidderporo^Club took him On the 
following year and. under the 
guKianLo of veteran coach Achyut 
Bam^rjee. Surajit began to show 
promise After two years there, 
‘^ufajit was ‘'lifted'* by Mohun 
Bagan. He played there between 



the 

ntthep g|db and he 

inr itM ' 

ge M F ^ BiUte^. li» 

to h»o|^ tipft ^ 



(;ura|it tHSAan feFtoscntlo^ Ben> 
<»I itata fiQd ^ OHitlque^ 
to 1^ Stat* stoofre nt was 
rapSsIn ot Die side io stt-ly '77, 
when Jtoiif a woQ ' the Fdtoa Na- 
DMa* daieatiag idaharashtra ia 
^ fthhL ' 


. . - ^ ; • kii 

v-* Siipajit brat pHy^ for the coul^ . 
try in being a regular meii^ 
ber of the Indian team whlclt ^ 
pWed Ip the Asian Vouih tohmi^' ' 

^ metit in Bangkok in *72. In ^4. hn 
giaduMed to the senior levels, 
pteying both In the Merdeka toprA 
tiey aw the more prestigiotie*^ 
though from India's point cd view^ . 
more disasstrous^Asiao Cames* ^ 

Over the last live years. SUrii- ■ ^, 
itt has come to be universally ro^, 

S arded as the best wing-forwaxd 
I the country, though his perfor- ' 
mances have not been unifondly^ * 
good. Of course, a piayer cannot : 
be expected to turn out perfo^ 
niances like a robot, but even sek 
the country is yet to see his fttu ^ 
flowering. 

Surajit. who is now a State Bank 
erqployee in Calcutta, buds ^ it 
dlfpcutt to keep the strenuoua/ si 
schedule of dariy morning ' 

tice, punctual attendance in oflicd 
and h^ard-fought games in the . 
arueUing heat of the afternoon' 
But he struggles manfully od.^ ^ 
hoping to earn more laurels 
keep his thousands of fans happy^ ^ 
^day in and day out. 

He married Ws sweetheart aftnr '' 
eight years of getting to know 
each other-^but he still maintains 
that Shyamali, his wife, is his 
biggest fait! Surajit is now in 
Fatfala, having been chosen for 
the selection-cum-training camp. , 
organised by the AIFF to prepare 
the Indian squad foi the forlh^ 
coming Asian Games. 

A.a 


he ddiriitrly possesses the most im- 
puil.uit weapon of the game to be¬ 
come a great player—ball control. 
In addition to that, with his 'off the 
mark’ speed and lithe body move¬ 
ment, he is ideally equipped to pene« 
tiale a tough defensive wall. 


Besides, he has a very positive 
right giound'footcr. 1 am airaid 1 
have not seen him equally compe* 
tent in volley shots. Of course, for a 
winger, volleys in a game are few 
and tar between. While he is intelli¬ 
gent enough to place himself in the 
right position when the game is on, 
his reading of the game is not en¬ 
tirely satisfactory as he often seems 
very casual and, at times, strolls 
from one end to the other in a most 
philosophical manner. He literally 
keeps himself away from the game 
and gives an impression that he is 
not part of it at all. 


However, with all his qualities Pf 
'touch* ball control and good shoo¬ 
ting, it is sad that he has not yet 
fully blossomed. It could be due to 
the lack of those most important 
traits-^-courage and guts^-so vital 


for a player to graduate from the 
good to the great. Of all the assets 
ot a player 1 am sure 'fighting' abi¬ 
lity stands above everything and 
even when a player is out of form 
he can come out quite successful it 
he keeps on fighting and trying hard 
for 90 minutes. There are many 
players in the world who are taken 
as 'tqam men' for their courage 
and ability to fight to the last even 
though they are not otherwise consi¬ 
dered more than competent men on 
the ground. 

Ot course, courage and skill toge 
ther take one to the top bracket. 
While courage is an inherent quality 
of a human being, this tan to a great 
extent, be substituted by haid and 
dedicated work. There were quite a 
few players who made big names m 
Calcutta in the recent past for their 
hard and persistent work although 
they were devoid of real courage and 
fighting ability in bigger matches 

Taking all these Into consideration, 
1 am still very hopeful ot seeing 
Surajit turn out to be a very fine 
player. There is no dearth of basic 
ability in him. Rut time is running 
our very fast as be has to achieve 



all that he piotnised within a year 
or two 
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“I’m going to be 
another Pel6!” 



I’m going to be a 
really great footballer. 

Just wait and see ! 

I practise four hours every day. 
And I drink my Horlicks 
twice a day. Mummy says 
it will make me grow up 
strong and healthy. 

A real champ. 

One day, you’ll want 
my autograph!” 


HORUCKS-The Great Nourisher 

Hor)ick$ is a Registared Trade Mark. 




Claudius: 
No 

regional 
feelings 
in team 

O NLY a (Indicated professional like 
Lesley Claudius could have come 
through the experience of choosing 
the Indian hocJiey team for th^ Asiad 
With his optmh*m intact tor Clau 
dtus, manager of the Indian team to 
Bannkok, the problems started when 
a li^t of as many as 46 players was 
named for the *,e/e(iion (amp The 
scUiioici wcjc then as/vrd to choose 
nt best out of these in a Utile 
nunc than 20 dai/s 

The next bunch of problems ih(*re 
posed by the venue-- Bangalore, Ihe 
N!S at Bangalore pi jvided the hope 
fills ivdh satisfactory lodgings hut 
ill tie eU( llie players were ask('d 
to pra<tu( on a makeshift turf pitch 
at th(* Kanteerava sladjum When 
i/us pitth uas found unsatisfactory, 
ihe venue was shifted to a n(\iTby 
Si }uif*L uhuh hiweier, proved to be 
no tetter 

^o, m came Sam Manehskaw and 
advised that the ramp be run at the 
(luket stadium Ihe aulhorittes were 
gcarrous enough to agrri', but on the 
(ondilion that the players loould not 
tread on the piUh This meant that 
all l/iut the players got was a small 
pti*ce of land Claudius then acted 
fast and obtained the use of a field 
fiorri the army, even though the 
field had an uneven surface. 

After the team had been selected, 

(laurhus answered some guestwns 
^ put by '‘SpoitsworUV* 

Sportsworld: How did you and 
your co-8elrcters feel when you were 
fidven a crowded field of 46 lo choose 
from? 

Claudius: It was a bit difficult to 
make our choice from out of 46 
players but, since we had four coa¬ 
ches. I think we were able to give 
enough attention individually. 

SW: With so many players In the 
camp, were you able lo screen tho 
poor ones? 

Claudius: It was not very difficult. 
Batrinit the youngsters whom Wfi* 
have picked^ others need to improve 
a lot before they come up to inter* 
national standards. 


SW: Don’t you tbinh 46 was too 
large a number? 

Claudius: Yes, 20 to 25 would have 
been a better figure. 

SW: Was there any regional feel* 
tng like what was seen at Patiala 
before the selection, of the team foe 
the Wortd Cup? 

Claudius: (Heatedly) It was all 
absolute nonsense. We did not have 
that problem in Patiala. It was all 
made up. Why, here in the camp, 
senior players from all over went 
to the extent of advising the juniors 
and helping them all the way. Let 
me tell you that the atmosphere in 
the camp was as good as the Ban¬ 
galore weather. We have had no 
problems and the morale ot the boys 
IS rcallv high. 


aspects to which wb gave a lot at 
alt^ntiofi. And since we had four 
coaches, one tor each position, wo 
had little difficulty m giving mdivl* 
dual aitcnttoii and corrcctinfl tho 
mistakes. 

SW: To what extent were yodr 
successful in correcting mistakes?^ 

Claudius: That I cannot tell you 
exacllj Senior players have deve¬ 
loped some habits and we thought it 
wouldn't be wise to change their 
style We could not pay much atten¬ 
tion to that but we will make them 
play to a pattern m the next Camp 
which IS stditing on November 4. 

SW: According to what coneepl 
will you run the second camp? 

Claudius: 1 think wo should insist 
on om traditional style of play whidi 
Is still the best We should concon* 
trato more on our offence and w^ 
should go in tor a concrete plan for 
conveision of shortcoiners wnich tlte 
h^uropcans hiive inaslcrcd 



Claudiuti We hate a dearth of talent 

SW: How did you and the other 
coaches explain lo ihe players the 
difference between the European 
style of play and our style? 

Claufius: I don't think we had to 
really explain the difference m the 
style of play Most of the boys have 
now adopted the Western style of 
holding the stick very high but when 
It comes to the pattcin ot play they 
stick to the tiaditional style. The 
Fuiopean style requires the half- 
line to assist the forwaids but 1 teel 
that if a forwaid Js allowed to think 
on his oWn and make his moves our 
chances improve The attack and the 
defence should be demarcated There 
should be five men attacking and 
SIX defending. If more than six fall 
hafK to defend, the aiea behind the* 
25 yard line becomes ciowdcd That 
}i why 1 am for the 532 conibina 
tion 

SW: According to wh^at concept 
did you run ihe first camp? 

Claudius: Physical tiaming and 
conditioning—those were the two 


m ihe country 

SW; Do you think the number of 
days available to you is enough tW 
whip the team into shape? 

CTaudlas; Yes, the time is enough. 
Tt It IS any longer the boys will lose 
Ihcii kronnoss. 

SW: Are you satisfied with the 
team? 

Claudius: \es. 1 am very .satisfied, 
(hc‘ boys aiv all bumming with con* 
hdeno' and 1 sec no leason why we 
should tare badly 

SW: I.ast question. What do you 
think wc should do to Improve our 
standaids? 

t'laudius: I am voriy to say this 
but w(' ha\c a deaith of talent In 
the courUiv today Hockey comes 
ruluiiillv to ns but vve have not 
ni.ulo much eftorls at the school and 
«olk‘g( l(V(l Unless they take up 
hockiv in a big wav there is not 
nuK h hopt toi Ihe iiilun^ 


K J VENI MADHAV Bangalore 
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Far East 
bridge : 
India 

favourites 

1 N13FA mr lUiGNINC; CHAM 
pions slait f<ivrMiiiUs for the Far 
Fdsf IfruftM ( hdmplOil‘^h^p which be 
gins III N( vv b( Ihi oil Novenibei (>, 
Indui .ilso st.iils wilh an advantage— 
that of placing m home giuuiid For 
about fuo \ve( k^ I'S teams repre* 
sentine Austialia JJaiigladesh. Hong 
Kong htdi.i fndoni sia, lapan Malav* 



Samw Ghosh, thr ^nori’plaiymg cap^ 
lain 

asid, New Zealand Pakistan, Phili¬ 
ppines, *smgiipoie Idiwan and Thai 
land will be fighting a giuelling 
battle to eain the light to repiesent 
the legion foi the (oxeted Peimuda 
Howl the budge equivalent of the 
Woild Cup Among them, thiee 
teams— Ausii aha, faiwau and Thai¬ 
land—tould be very tough adversa 
Ties foi India 

The Fai last (ountries, barring 
Australia and iaiwan, are not among 
the top budge play mg nations of 
the woild Australia has to its tre 
dit the distiiution of winning the 
second place in one ot the Bridge 
Olvmpiads Besides, quite a lew 
Austidlian playeis are lonsidered to 
bo among the best exponents ol the 
game But, linn neilner Austiaha 
nor New /(aland really belong to 
the fai La'-! groiipiri,^ Both these 
counlues have their own regional 
grouping In addition to playing for 
then own regional rontesl, Austialia 
and New /fviland pailKipale m the 
Fai Fast Championship to ^ain as 
much (ompelitise pnetne as thev 
can. Thus, even if Austialia or New 
Zealand win ihe 1 ai 3 ast ( hainpion- 
i^hm they will not bi' eligibl • to repre¬ 
sent the 1 di East at the B^'rmuda 
Bowl In that case, any countiy other 
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than Australia or bfevt iZealhnd occu* 
pyin^ the hight*sl position gets the 
berth lor the Bermuda BowL 

Allhnugh Thailand emerged as a 
surprise contender at the last Far 
bast Championship Manila and fini 
shed runnerb-up to India, it is really 
Taiwan that (an shatter India’s hopes 
of winning the title Taiwan has the 
distinction of twice coming second 
at the Beimiida Bowl The team had 
caught bridge experts completely 
unawares when it emeiged runners- 
up to the Ttahan team at the 1969 
woild championship Intidenlally, Mi 
C F Wei, who was the non playing 
captain then, is the inventor of the 
latest s>stem of bidding, the Fieri 
Sion Club What is more, Taiwan’s 
performance has hern uniformly 
consistent 

This IS in nnikrd contrast to Hie 
pertoimaiire ot the Bhavvanipin Card 
Club—the team that has tin India 
colours m the championship If one 
were to draw the peiformanco graph 
of the Indian team the graph would 
be a seues of waves with nests 
and troughs Ihe perfoimance of the 
Bhawnnipiit Card Club at the fast 
major loin nament beforci the I ar 
Last ('hampi mship—the selerinm 
trial foi the West Bengal team to this 
veaCb national championship—was 
so bad that the team not only failed 
to will the selection for the State 
but <ould not pioreed beyond the 
semi final round, finishing hfth among 
SLx: teams 

Some very stiff diallenge might 
also come from Indonesia, Hong 
Kong and Singapore All the three 
teams are past Far East rhampions. 
There was a time wlien Indonesia 
used to be considered invincible 
That was when the Monapo brothers 
used to play for the team They 


w6rq dropped from the team wKodi 
they were debam'd from partiopot^ 
ing in ^he chaitipiottship for wfuit 
the authorities considered unethical 
aitivities 

1 077 was the turning point tor'’the 
Indian team Before that, nobody 
considered India a serious challem 
gf‘r True, India had been participat¬ 
ing in the championship for a num¬ 
ber of j-eais but the best it could 
achieye before 1977 was a third 
place in the 1976 championship in 
New Zealand bsually India finished 
fifth or sixth 

What brought about a dramatic 
improvement in India’s performance 
in the 1977 championship was a 
change in the method ol selection of 
the luclian team All Indian teams, 
till 1976 used to be selected by a pro¬ 
cess named after the Biitish author 
Biillei According to the Butler 
method, the top three pairs in the 
Agaivxalla Iiophy were put together 
to mike the Indian team 

o 

this rm lliod ol scleclion had been 
discaided by BijUjii yfais igo But 
tor somr intKplKabk reason, the 
BihUm' federation of Indii stuck 
to it ilthougfi the deficKMicies in the 
midhod weir* apparent. One clear 
diawbatk was lhat whal was given 
the label ot the Indian team was in 
reality a collection ol Ihiee pairs 
who imghl be lepresi nling ttine 
different States and iiiav not have 
more than a toimal arc|uaintance. 
And since budge is a game of com- 
nmnuatum md undeTslanding and if 
si\ strangers play it the lesull is pre 
dictable Secondly the technique of 
the pairs contest is altogethei difPfe 
rent liom the terhnique necessary 
to Win a team event The pans con¬ 
test otlen pioduces bi7«inc results 


The fndtan team (from left): Ajoy B^ahmachan^ Ka)nal Mukheriee 
Santanu Gho^h, Govtnda Smka, Samir Gho^h (capt ) and Snkhnranjan 
Ghosh 



Dev Pras-ad S nha 



JiicJc plav^ si rote in 

. the 0utnMfic. Plavers who arc j?ood 
at a pajis rontp^si can wcU tdtl in a 
team contest, toi in a pairs contest 
a player tends to Ktamble where as 
gambling is one thing that must be 
shunned in team events. 

In 1977, the Hndge Federation of 
India leahsed their folly The ciedit 
tor much ot this nriust go to the 
will/ kid of Indian bridge, Robi Hoy, 
and the secretary of the West Ben 
gal Budge Association, Mukul Cha 
tlcijcc, who as nieiiibcis of the 
technical and development commi 
ttcc of the Bn had been pleading 
for a change in the selection 
method Hobi Hoy was insistent that 
India could win the Far Bast Cham 
pionship only it India selected a 
team rather than pans to represent 
hei at the championship 

The logic of the argument finally 
persuaded the BFI to altei the 
selection method. Under the new 
anangoment the teams winning the 
Ruia Trophy (the trophy for the 
national championship), the Guiu 
Duria Troph> (tor mtci State cham 
pionship) and the thiee pairs orcu 
p\iiig top positions in the Agai walla 
lioph> (toi intei Slate pans conies!) 
s\eit asked to compete loi selection 
to th<‘ Indian team The Bhawampur 
c*nd ( luh won the West Bengal 
sf lection contest for the Gui ii Diitt 
Tioph\ won that trophy, defeated 
tlie otiit I two teams m the 197B 
selection trials for the Indian con 
tmgeni and evrnlinllv went on to 
win the Fai Fast" f hampionship 

A NO what a victory it was India 
daited with a bang winning 
one match aftei olhei Only once m 
the entile championship did Thai 
land ocnipv the lop position So 
stunmng was India’s pi'rfoimance 
that It had alreadv won the cham 
pionship when there were three 
more matches to go 

Samii Ghosh, Govinda Sinha Sud 
hir Ganguly. Sukharanjan Ghosh. 
Kamal Miikherjee, Ajoy Brahma 
chan—they were the six who did 
India pioud at the Manila meet It 
was tbeir bad luck that they could 
not go on to play at the Bermuda 
Bowl Only last >ear the World 
Bridge Federation decided that 
henceforth the contest tor this rove 
mm^ed trophy w*ouId be held every 
alternate year instead of evei'y yeai 
as was the practice till then. The 
decision meant there was no contest 
for the Bermuda Bowl in 1978 

This year, tpo, the Bhawampur 
Card Club, having won the selection, 
is representing India at the Far 
East Championship. There is only 
one change from their team for 
Manila Santanu Ghosh has replaced 
Samir Ghosh, the eldest member of 
the team who had played eight 
sessions m Manila and has now 
opted out to act as the non playing 
captaim 

TOOSHAR PANDIT, Calcutta 


Central 

trounce 

South 

S OU 111 ZONES BANKRUPTCY IN 
both bowling and batting in the 
absence of Chandi ashekhai, Piasan 
na Venkiitraghavan and Vishwanath 
(amc to the fore in Ihcir Dijleep 
Trophy quartet final tic against 
fential Zone played at Nagpur 
between Ottober 10 23 South lost 
the match outright by 218 runs 

Test discard Bnjfsh Patel had only 
scoied 10 m the hist innings when he 
chased an oulsv\ing(i fioin Ashnk 
Jagdale and it wt nl sliaight into the 
waiting hands ut Pai thasarathy 
Shaiina at thud slips In the second 
innings Patel’s biavc ceiituiy was of 
no avail as reiitials tirget of SIS 
runs was an iinpossiblt‘ one foi 
‘^oiilh 

Ivdylhmg w< nt pat for Cential, 
and paitKiilaily for skipper Partha 
saratliy Shaiina Ho won the tosj 
and going into bat tirsi Ctnlial Zone 
piled up 127 The tot il included two 
(ontuiies one each by Shanna (103) 



and JIG by vice captain, Mohd 
Shaheed of UP A masteipieic 
innings ot 94 also came fiom Anil 
Deshpande who was unhickv to miss 
a rontuiy. Shanna riMorded his ton 
m 238 minutes with 14 fours and one 
si\ He play^'d a captain’s knotk 
and in paitnership with Mohd. 
Shaheed saw the side to safety aftci 
Il was 62 foi 3 Am! Drshpande 
played a veiy bookish knock parti¬ 
cularly on the second day Conung 
fiom Vidarbha Deshpande was given 
a warm ovation by the si/cablo 
ciowd for his superb pnformance 


South’s bowling attack lacked 
penetration on the first day How¬ 
ever, on the second day right ai ni 
spinner Narasimha Rao |M>wled a 
nagging length to capture 5 fot 86. 



Parthasarathy Sharma CapUitnh 
knock and most wtekets 

South Zone crashed to their lowest- 
ever total in the Duhep liophy of 
113 Ihur innings folding 25 inimites 
hefoit close on the second d ly It 
was once again Shaiina’s shiewd 
handling of his spinners, Rajinder 
Smgh Hans, Suresh Shaslii and hirii- 
sclt th it brought Itu u wards. He 
effected quick changes among the 
ino <iiid the re-iulls wen' instant. 
Shasiri claimed 3 foi 21, Hms had 
one foi 24 while Shanna took 3 tor 
9 Shaiina’s feat came as no sur- 
prUe He has established hnineU 
the best oil spinner to come in as 
the fiist change He turned the ball 
vicioimly with enough vanation iD 
Right Pacennn Ashok Jagdale and 
Kail ish (laltani bad done their bit 
e^iher to capture two and one 
wjckcts, respectively 

After leading by 300 runs in the 
fust innings, as Soath's totil went 
up to 127 from 113 w'heii Ontral 
wen penalised 12 luns foi bowhng 
Iheir overs loo slowly, Shaiina’s 
doi ision to bat again instead of tore 
ing South to follow on came as 
a suiprise to many. 

Shann 1 however had Ins own 
lea oils f)iu‘, he wanlt'd to give yet 
another chime to Vijav fedang and 
Kiiual Jiimja, who wcie m the (on 
ditioning camp foi the second string 
hi id in Bombay recintlv but had 
filled iti the first innings two hr 
could not iindc'restiinate the batting 
prowess ot the* South tind he couldn’t 
risk batting on the last day 

Contrail made 191 and got another 
24 as penally toi slow overrate 
Anil 0( shpandr oiuc' again stole the 
show, top scoiing with 48 Ih*' lesr 
batted ineplly, even though there* 
was nothing much m the vvtckct 

The match wns viitually lost for 
South Zone when they weie sot the 
impossible t tsk ot siotirig 516 to 
win Biijesh |*at<>l (100) and opener 
Shaheed Akhar (If) offered some lo- 
sistance but the lest wi re i bundle 
of nc rve ag unst the ort spin ol 
Shell mi who hmshed with 3 toi 83 
emerging ,s the lop wicket take/ 

P P SHIROLKAR, Nagpur 
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Vimal 

Kumar 

steals 

limelight 

FOUR-DAY NORTH ZONE 
I Major Badminton Tournament 
was h^id in Madras recently. Now 
in case you are wondering whether 
the devil is playing havoc with the 
printer or whether we have messed 
up our sense of geography, the fact 
is that it is neither of the two. The 
tournament was indeed held in 
Madras. Since there were no takers 
from the north to host the tourna¬ 
ment in question, the Tamil Nadu 
Badminton Association volunteered 
to hold it. The TNBA decided to 
amalgamate its annual Muthiah 
Memorial Badminton Tournament 
with the zonal tournament and called 
it the 'Muthiah Memorial North 
Zone Major Tournament*. 

The incongruous nomcmLituie 
apart, the biggest disappointment 
iVas the non availability of Prakash 
Padukone Prakash had sent in his 
entry but had to withdraw for 
domestic reasons He had been seen 
in action in Madras earlier but with 
his new found status on the inttM- 
national badminton scene, his absence 
meant the tournament lost some lus 
tre troiii the speitators’ point ot 
view 

In the absence of Prakash. it was 
the 17 year old Syrd Modi who 
trolled away with the mcn*s singles 
title Modi did not drop a single 
game in the process. 


B ut Yointostcsi who Ibc- 

ally caught the eye waa 17-year- 
old Uanikrishnan Vimal Kumar from 
Trivandrum. Mr Sanjiv Sachdevat 
the NlS-trained coach attached to 
the TNBA, considers Vimal the 
brightest prospect since Praksh 
Padukone hit the national scene. Only 
lime can tell whether Mr Sachdevu*9 
(and quite a few others') estimation 
of Vimal is Justified or otherwise. 
VimaTs own father a pretty realistic 
about his boy's future. "He will 
have to work hard. He has a tong 
way to go and on my part I'm doing 
my best. At the moment he has it 
in him but it's loo early, you know," 
he told me. i 

Mr Sachdevii who has a discerning 
eye said that Vmial did not play half 
as well as he played in Vijaywada 
in the South Zone Inter State Tourna.* 
ment earlier. “He walloped Kiron 
Kaushik in style—15-4, 15-7—and 

looked capable of upsetting anyone 
except Prakash. Vimal's stamina is 
suspect but he has good strokes and 
can definitely improve" 

Vimal beat the No. 4 ranked senior 
Iqbal Maindargf in the quartcr-finnl 
of the Madras tourney.^ In a 48 
minute battle, Vima) overcame 
Maindargi D 15, 17-14. 15-5 Iqbal 

was the craftier of the two but in 
Ihe decider he was completely out 
of steam. Vimal had the modesty to 
admit that Iqbal was not at his best 
because of knee trouble Uday Pawar 
stopped Vimal’s run in the last eight 
winning 15-10, 15-8. However, Vimal 
claimed the boys’ crown with a 
facile 15 3, 15-5, win over Sanat 

Mishra 

S YF.D MODI FACED PRACTICAL- 
ly no opposition on his way to 
Hanning the men*s singles title In 
the imal against Uday Pawar, Modi 
appealed to have an extia bit of time 
to make his strokes and played them 
at the very last fraction of a ceconcl 
Mmli won in straight games 15-10, 
15 2 Knowledgeable obscrveis feel 
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that Modi's trip to Indonesia (with 
Prakash) has done him a world of 
good There has been some talk that 
the Badminton Association of India 
has been thinking about the possibi 
lity of sponsoring Vimal Kumar for 
coaching in Indonesia. 

The bespectacled Kanwal Thakur 
Singh beat Latha Kailash in a wc^ 
men’s hnal that failed to reach grea^t 
heights. Kanwal dropped a game 
before winning 11-5, 5-U, 11-4. Ami 
Ghia's absence was most conspicuous. 


The tournament underlined the 
absence of much grassroot talent in 
Tamil Nadu. In terms of spectator 
turnout much was left to be desired. 
From the early reports one got the 
impression that the tournament was 
not totally a Bop financially and the 
State association did well to roll tbe 
Ncjith Zone Major and the Muthiah 
Memorial Tournament into one. The 
Muthiah label brought with it a size¬ 
able grant from the Chettinad house. 


ASHOK KAMATH, Madras 













Russians 

much 

stronger 

F VISITORS MADF A NEAR 
cloan swoop in tho first Indo 
USSR athlotic ^TesF* hold in Patia 
U on October 20 The only Indian 
dthloto to humblo tho Russians was 
tho wiiv Murh Kutlan whoso early 
lead proved too much for tho 20 year 
old Valiuhi KmmiSius (USSR) in 
the 400 riieties Kuttan won in 47 6 
seconds 

The ontday ‘Test” began with thf 
100 metres for men Adil Sainariwala 
was tho lirst to spring out of the 
blocks but was mauled by the taller 
Yladitnii Bionmkov half wav through 
the rate Kochapan (India) was a 
I^oor thud The timings of ah the 
three wtro pooi (10 7, 10 8 and 111) 
and these could, to some extent, bo 
aUiibuLcd to the track which was 
quite wcl specially in the last 
stretch Ihe Russians said the track 
\sas ideal tor practice but slow for 
competition 

Mdcliinn went on to cUim a double 
by winning the 200 im tres in 218 
if loads. Udd\ Pidbhu came second 
he itinri Valjulis Rimigius Rimigus 
went on to lose the 400 nt also, no 
doubt because he had earlier run m 
the 200 rn 



Murli Kuttan Only Indian to hum¬ 
ble the Russians the 400 melreis 

In the womcnV 100 metres, 
Morguhoa Nma, whhr ts actually a 
hurrtlei. snuffed out the challenge 
from the young Rita Sen by winning 
m 12 0 iecoftds. But Rita Sen piovcd 
a hne fighter in the 200 metres losing 
to the Russian Teresa Anna Lasdov* 
skaya, who clocked 2$ 9 seconds^ by 
only ono'^enth a second. 


In the field events, the visitors 
stood head and shoulders above the 
hosts, both m build and performance 
In putting the shot for men, Anatoli 
'Vaio'sh who weighs over 110 kg and 
who has a best of 20 91 metres to his 
credit made the Indian duo of 
R ihaaur and Jagraj look beginners 
His best throw of 19 41 metres waa 
well o\ei two metres better than 
Jigiaj's best ot 17 15 metres that 
cl i> The two, however, relegated 
the seiond Rus«:i in r< bsov Anatoli 
who IS mainly a javclm thrower, to 
fomth place 

In the women’s shot put the two 
Russian girls reigned supreme in the 
absence of any Indian participant. 
Svtllance Kradu vskaya, eight times 
Soviet Union champion, tossed the 
hi ass to 1 mighty 19 08 melies which 
w IS, however over two metres below 
hi I be sP bifk home 

Jn the jdvfhn throw Gcrebsov 
A.natoli wav f ic ahead of the strCv 
mg Naiindei Singh and Gopai 
Kidipoor with his vvmniiig hull of 
79 2(> moires Ihe Indians threw 
around 78 molies 

In the discus throw foi men, 
Yarosh won again with a throw of 
bO 22 metres Both the participants 
foi India Kutdip Singh and Baldev 
Singh were over a metre behind 
Had Piavccn participated he would 
h ive C'ci’^ilv won Only a ft^w days 
ago, dining the first Inals, he had 
touched 53 48 inehes 

In the high jump again it was the 
Ru‘'SMns who won Lvanov Egore, 
standing over 198 metres who is 
said U) nav(> touched 2 25 metres back 
home, eisily sailed o\cr 2 03 with the 


traditional straddle’ style to push 
the yc>ung Baltej Singh who cleared 
2 meties to second place 

The women’s long jump looked a 
close affair but Mrs Miigiilina Nina, 
who had earlier claimed the 100 
metres, leaped 5 84 metres which 
w'as about 56 cm better than Savltrl 
Sur of India 


A skfd to commfnt on why 

then athletes had not equalled 
th(‘ir best performances, the Russian 
officials said that the competitive 
season was alicady ov^r in the Soviet 
Union and all the athletes in the 
temi wcic in their “off season^’ 
Moreover they said they were still 
to acclimatise to the conditions here 
All the nine athletes are members 
of the ‘Dynamo Club*’ m the Soviet 
Union which has branches all over 
dhe USSR 

Seven more events in which no 
visitors took part, were aUo held 
along with the above to give a chance 
to the Indian athletes to qualify for 
the Asian (*dmes In all five more 
athletes touched the Asian quality 
ing mark Shwiiath Smgh and 
Haijeet Smgh (5000 metres). Rattan 
Siiigh (1500 mxdrc'*), Jagraj Singh 
(shut put) and Raghubir Singn 
(hammti thiowj 

Among these events the most 
thrilling was the 5000 metres in which 
Anokh Singh, who has already 
ualitie t for the Asian Games m the 
000 melies steeplechase heal intei 
national Shivnath to the *>econd place 


KANWARJIT SANDHU,Chandigarh 
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YMCA 
meet 
throws 
up bright 
prospects 

A NYONF who was PRhSFNT 
al the YMrA sponsored five- 
day All India Open Meet held in 
Delhi in Octobei would agree that 
pros^MKls foi the future of Indian 
athletics aif, after all, not as bleak 
as inanv expeits would have us be¬ 
ll ve The meet, which now attracts 
athletes from all parts of the coun- 
liy, has nianagod to throw up a host 
of veiy promising stars who should 
hit the national headliners before 
long. 

Hissar undergraduate Sant Kumar, 
for instance, who made the regulais 
look like novices, as he coasted 
through in both the 800 and 1500 
metres on the same day, to win in 
1 mt 52 8 secs and 3 mis 52 8 secs, 
lespectivcly, with the kind of case 
that one associates with the likes 
of Steve Ovett on the international 


scene. Here is a youngster who 
should just walk into the Indian 
side for the coming Asiad, instead 
of wasting precious time agaiu&t the 
*oldies* in selection trials. 



VutoTta Aoko, the Nigerian girl, who 
\tolp the show 


Likewise. C#wahoi based physical 
education student. Simian Duggal, 
has the makings of a v( i y able 
sprinter She looked strong enough 
as she won the 200 melies fiom the 
international half miler Geet^ 
Ziilshi — our best bet foi a medal 
in the women’s section al Bangkok. 
In the 100 metres, the tall striding 


Simran was he^ hud shoulderg 
above the rest or the field iaclud- 
ing some who managed to get 
'flyers’, leaving Delhi star Veena 
Chandola virtually sitting at the 
blocks and unable to do any more 
than ensure a second place. 

And then there was Bhagwatl 
Pershad, the Kumaon Regiment 
barber, who took up running only 
a year ago, ("for a lark, just to see 
what our Kumaon boys are ujp to”), 
and became their leading distance 
runner. An even paced, well plan* 
ned effort in the gruelling marathon, 
earned him a win m 2 hours 22 
minutes 44 secs. 

The spotlight, however, was on 
none of these, but lOn an overseas 
lass, 13-year-oid Victoria Aoko, who 
has less than 12 months of com¬ 
petitive athletics to her credit, and 
IS slowly heading to be Indian 
athletics' sensation of the year. She 
won the 100 metres in 13.1 secs, 
and the 200 m 26 1 secs; the latter 
time putting her among the top two 
in the country. So proud and nappy 
have her parents been with her 
sudden rise as an athlete that they 
are keen to see her don Nigerian 
colours m the not too distant 
future It would be a lemarkable 
reflection on the Indian athletics 
system that would produce an inter¬ 
national star out of a Nigerian 
junioi. 

RANJIT BHATIA New Delhi 
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News: International 


WSC 
expands 
to West 
Indies 

K erry packer plans to in 

troducc the World Series Cricket 
(WSC) in the West Indies early 
next year. He. has proposed that the 
five Test matches be played at 
Rourda, Guyana; Kensington Oval, 
Barbados; Queen's Park Oval. Trini¬ 
dad; and Sabina Park, Jamaica and 
one-day fixtures at Antigua and Sr. 
Lucia. 

Patker has requested permission 
for the use of the regional grounds 
lor these matches. The W'SC have 
contacted Pickwick Cricket Club 
(PCX!), Baibados, and Kingston 
C!ric ket Club (KCC) Jamaica, to 
rruil their icspeclive grounds. The 
l:\erutivc Cominiltec of the KC(’. 
has passed the resolutain to allow 
Packer to hold t^ic matches at the 
Sabina Park. The PCC, who* are 
alhliated to the Barbados f'ricket 
Association, are to meet soon to con¬ 
sider the issue. It is learnt Irom 
reliable sources that the contioiling 
uuthoritic‘s of other grounds art‘ 
also being contacted for the WSC 
matches in theii respective areas. 

Dining tlie Indian teams’ visit to 
the West Indies in 1976, 1 found 


that the Idcililies at Test centres 
(Trinidad being an exception) were, 
archaic and inadequate for a Test 
match. The WSC series in the Cari- 
bbeans may be a blessing in dis¬ 
guise. 

1 foresee that tlu; authorities of 
these grounds will acci'de. to Pac¬ 
ker's request in exchange tin a big 
tee. The amount thus r<nsed by 
the associations can be utilised in 
the nniovalion of the play grounds 
and the stands. It is inieresUng to 
note that the plans for the face lift 
of Bom da, Guyana; Kensington Oval, 
Barbados; Sabina Park. Jamaica 
and Victoria Park, St. Lucia have 
alieady been approved but paucity 
oi fund? has been holding the. ope¬ 
ration. Parker’s cheque will be a 
timely blessing and enable the 
autitorities to carry out the long 
ovtM'due iinprovemeiits 

fii hi.s communication to the. 
authorities of the various clubs and 
organisations i*acker has assured 
them that the piofils derived from 
the lour would be utilised m the 
consolidation and iinpioveDient of 
cricket in the West Indies. Under 
the programme llu* Packer toatrac- 
tees could conduct coaching clinics 
lor the youngsters at the var*ou^ 
ccnlre.s in the Caribbean.s. 

The West Indies Cricket ( oatrot 
Rocird (WICCB) is keenly watching 
these developments. They are al- 
ri't'uly committed to the International 
Cricket Conference (K’C) and have 
(outranted to host New Ze.aland m^xi 
year. According to I he itinerary, the 
sei’ond Test against New Zealand i,s 
to be played on ihii ri'cenlly rciio- 



Artists sketch of Queens Park, Trinidad (above) and Kensington Oval, 
Barbados (below). 





says 


pt^rtea 
ikttntdive 
to .maoige 
team. 


Indte$; captain,', if vtM'' 
yc.j Ww/J ii<>wo.'an’ 







. If 

Wpy. 

Br. mdi 

thk\ plants . . Msid 
skipp^^ Cliye Hdyil 
Paek(^r^llbout 

' It was rumoured that 

Alexander vtas likely to go oyer 
to Pfj^cker but it seems the dlrectoxV 
ship of the. Jamai'eah VettH-inary 
Sei'vice held the Teiiins\ pm%: { 

Dr. Alexandih' aei^iiitted 
, creditably as a wickebket^or 
batsman* He caught ftve bots^ieJt/ 
in the first at Bridgetdwif int. 
the 1960 series against KnglhlliduJ 
He (iipped the batting 
diirint< the West Indies^ epic foair. 
o\ Auvitnilia undrr the lafe .Sir 
Prank Worrejl in 19G0-61.* Earlier, 
he captained the VV'^e.st Indies ski®' 
to India in 1958-69 and later 
accompanied Clive Lloyd's 1974-76 
team as its manager. 


vail'd Reciealion Ground, St. John’s 
Anligua. Thus the smaller islands 
ot the Canblx'ans, which have pro- 
iIiK'eil lepuled ci icketers like Vivian 
Richards, Andy Huberts, the two ^ 
Shillingtords and I'^lquemcdo Willett, 
will he pul on the fiUeriiatioual cri¬ 
cket map tor the fir.sl lime. 

'ihcre aie indications that if ICC 
and WSC reach an agreeiueul all 
the West Indies players of Ur' WSC 
will be allowed to'play in the Te^s 
and Ml Packer will shelve plans to 
come to the West Indies. In case of . 
.1 stalemate the WICCB will face 
the dilemmu of risking a timtes 
against New Zealand in eompetitioii 
with the WSC. series in the Carib- 
beans at the same lime. As is well 
known, the last Aiislralia-West 
Indies aeries acciued a loss of appro¬ 
ximately half a million Barbadian 
dollars (equal to approx. Rs 2 mil¬ 
lion to the WICCB. 

It is learnt Iroin reliable sources 
that Packer has agreed to pay 
$(j0.t>00 to the WICCB lor permission 
to hold the WSC matches in the 
Carihbeans. It has been decided to 
gel all the. Packei iiiukUes In iTie 
West Indies insured against rain to 
ensutc that these clubs will not 
sutler financially. 


RAVI CHATURVEDI 
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The secret is Jabakusum. 

I am regularly using it. In fact I am more 
than convinced that oil is a must for healthy 
and lovely hair. It's just that I prefer using it 
before going to bed. A little Jabakusum every 
night keeps my hair healthy and gives me 
the desired look. 
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Book Review 


Just like 
Chappell 


CHAPPELU by Ian ChappeU; (ore. 
word by KIchie Benand. Rupa and 
Co. 206 pagea, Rs 12. 



W flFN 1 HEAD CHAPPULLl, I 
rcmembored my association with 
Ian and it became very easy to 
understand the flow of the book. 
Chappelit is written in the same style 
that Chappcil bats in the No. 3 posi¬ 
tion The book starts off with 
Chappell’s characteristic reaction to 
Lawry’s unceiemonial ouster* “They 
will never get me like that’". His 
determination not to go the way of 
l*awry became the touchstone of his 
t-dreer. 

While batting, Chappel believes 
that maximum advantage must be 
taken cf any loose ball. He punishes 
loose deliveries almost as if ,by reflex, 
without the slightest consideration of 
the possibility of getting out. Similar¬ 
ly, in Chappelli, he has been very 
blunt and curt in saying exactly what 
he feels. 

The foreword of the book is written 
by one of the greatest Australian 
ciJckelers, Eichie Benaud. The former 
Austialian captain, who nexer played 
with Chappell but has observed him 
as a sports journalist, vouches for 
Chappeirs abilities as a batsman, a 
flelder and, most of all, as a captain. 
The book provides ample testimony 
of Chappetrs uniqae leadership <|uali- 
Ues-^om the way he led South 
Attstralia to win Sheffield Shield 


and the manner in which be moulded 
a virtually-new Australian side, after 
the exit of La wry, to a winning com 
bination that, under bis stewardship 
in 30 Tests, won IS Tests and lost 
only two. 

Chappell has described the con¬ 
troversies he came across in his 
typical forthright manner. Especially 
interesting is his version of the in¬ 
cident involving him and Glenn 
Turner in the Christchurch Test in 
1974. Chappell got into an argument 
with the umpire about a six the latter 
had signalled. Turner, who was at 
the runners end, tried to interrupt 
This irritated Chappell and be told 
Turner to ‘shut up' Finally the 
umpire reversed his decision, loiter 
on Doug Walters told Chappell that 
all that Turner was trying to say 
was that he had already told the 
umpire that it was a tour, not a six 
But Chappell concludes with typical 
righteousness: “Doug criticized me 
for speaking to Turner the way I did 
but to me that was irrelevant becausp 
the matter had nothing to do with 
Turner; it was purely a discussion 
between the umpire and myself.” 

Chappell’s views on umpire also 
make interesting reading. He also 
has a typical gutsy attitude in regard 
to the controversial issue of how 
many bouncers per over is good 
cricket. He points out, very logical 
iy, that the front-foot rule has 
deprived the last bowlers of the drag, 
thus affecting their pace also. It, 
considering this, bouncers are barred 
or controlled then the thrill of the 
hiK)k shot or of a batsman ducking or 
the tingling tear that a batsman may 
be injured may be all things of the 
past. Chappell, always prepared to 
carry the battle to the other side, 
adds that three bouncers in an over 
mcand 12 runs for his side. However, 
he does admit that if bouncers are 
bowled with the sole purpose of in¬ 
juring the batsmen then they must 
be controlled, though never barred. 

Chappell appears very exercised 
about the banning of South Africa 
from playing Test cricket. He rates 
the Springboks very highly and is 
very hurt that the world is being 
deprived of seeing their talent. 

I was in close touch with Chappell 
when he came with Lawry’s die side 
in 1969 70 and his approach to the 
game was very apparent. He plays 30 
to win and only when there is no 
chance of victory does he think of a 
draw. This positive and challenging 
approach ot Ian Chappel has made 
him one of the most exciting men 
to play against. And the best that 
any reader can get out of this book 
is to imbibe the same spirit, which 1 
entirely share. 

The book contains quite a few 
photographs, the selection of which 
leaves room for criticism. For ins¬ 
tance, though he speaks very highly 
Barry Richards, Graham Pollock 
and Sir Garfleld Sobers, there are no 
pictures of either of them. The print- 
ing of photographs also is not up to 
the mark. 

ASHOK MAN KAO 


Hurried, 
too dry 

CHCBJET TIES by Aaaiidll i 
Do§m. Rvpa & €o«, 191 pafeOr 
Rs. 12 



I NDIA AND PAKISTAN ARE PLAY- 
mg a cnckct series after a lapse 
of 17 yeaib. Anandji Dossa. the noted 
statistician, has decided to cash in 
on the renewed interest in Indo-Pak 
cricket by writing a book that 
c apturcs—though rather drearily— 
the earlier three series played in 
1952 53. ’54-55 and ’60-61. 

Dossa’wS book is different from other 
cricket books in that it is primarily 
a statistical compilation, with brief 
details, of the Tests played. The 
book also has pen-sketches of the 
players that represented both sides. 
What makes interesting reading is 
Dossa’s observation that the Indian 
selectors behaved in the same manih 
ct in 1952, ‘54 and ’60 as our selectors 
in recent times—illogically, without 
vision and haphazardly. 

CVn kct Ties, which has a foreword 
by Dtissa’s close friend, Viiay 
Merchant, could be of immense value 
to those who like to play with Azures 
hut the lack of details in describing 
the matches would disappoint most 
others 

*rhe typeset of the magazine is 
appalling. The publishers sdy they 
chose to set the book in the type¬ 
written typeset to save a month’s 
lime but considering the strain on 
the eyes and the number of printing 
errors^ one is left to wonder at the 
wisdom of our publishers-in-a-hurry. 


HARESH MUNWANI 
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Sportsworld Exclusive 


I (Jacob) IS a college lecturer and the third (Sunny) is 
' working for Alind, the aluminium fivm, at Secunderabad. 
Rappai's business collapsed, but not before he had given 
all his (hildren a fair education. 


Ex football 
star, now 
construction 
worker 

P T,AYER ft)r India in the Asian Quadrangular ; Captain 
of the Maharashtra XI ; (Captain of Caltex and 
Mafatlal teams, football whiz kid since early vschooldays 

.it was wilh great shock that one lx*held the tiny, 

dingy, diilv shack in which this oncc-famous player— 
Puranlluirappily Rappai Antony--his young wile and 
their three little children live. Yet this shack repre¬ 
sents a step up in life for the man with the quicksilver 
legs, tiie man aftectionately called “Kochantoo’' by lus 
once large circle of friends. For many years Antony*.s 
home has beem the streets. And this has had its effect 
on him, for the eyes are doleful, the face gaunt, the 
whole man tensing as if in anticipation ot yet another 
cruel dose of misfortune, the frayed shirt hanging gaunt 
on his 44 kg. 5'Jl fiaiiie. 

Kochantoo - “Ko(hoo” means “little” and “Anloo” 
is an endearriK'nt for Antony—was born 48 years ago in 
the home of a prosperous areca merchant oi Triohur, 

P. C. Rappai. He was the eldest ot the family of four 
brothers and three sisters. The eldest, and now the 
poorest. For his sisters are all well inairied, while one 
brother (Jose) is working in a local firm, another 
AyUony {Sitting erlicmc left) ivilh Indiati colovrs m 19 54. 
dataii. (luii NMiU Naridy ctin be easily tdenlifieii. 


Antony’s was truly a football family. AH the 
brothers played football, encouraged by an enthusiastic 
Papa. However, from the start it was little Kochantoo 
who showed the most promise, kicking at a softball even 
during his primary school days. After primary school he 
shifted to St Thomas High School, Trichur, where he 
represented the school in inter-school tourneys. 

The trouble was that Antony was, in his own words, 
“playing football 24 hours”. Books were seldom read 
and marks plummelted. In desperation, his father trans¬ 
ferred him to a boarding school, St. Aloysius. But even 
there, dc.spite his father’s admonition to the masters to 
discourage him from playing football so that he would 
concentrate on his studies, Antony was continuously at 
the playing field. Finally, his parents gave up trying 
to make a scholar out ol him and only in 1961, long 
after the usual age, did he take his school leaving certi¬ 
ficate examination, scraping through with a pa^ss. 

(3n to Victoiia College, Palghat. Here was an ins¬ 
titution that under its Principal, Ghani, used to encourage 
.spoi ts. For once Antony was made to feel a hero. If 
we are to believe the accounts of his fi lends, he became 
.something of a ladies man during his college stint, win¬ 
ning and breaking the hearts of many maidens who had 
fallen for the twinkle-footed player as he dashed across 
the field in search of goals. This great w^armth toward.? 
the weaker sox never left Antony, and was the .source of 
much of his troubles. 

Oiiring 1952, the Victoria College team went on a 
Tour of the Malabar district, and during this tour Antony 
caught the eve of the Lucky Star Chib, Cannanore, who 
signed him on. Thus was his professional footballing 
career born. 

While at I.ucky Star, Antony was picked for the 
Malabar team that played at Cah utta for the IFA .Shield 
Chuni Goswavii, P. K. Banerjee, Sushtl Cuba, Dumo^ 
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Antony'S 
pharges made 
up:Ziauddin 

lEN I reached Cooperage, Ziauddin was saying 
hiwS prayers—he is a devout Muslim. Ziau4din, 
65; has been secretary oi the Western India Football 
Association since 1952^ 

Commenting on Antony’s allegation against 
him, Ziauddin said: /‘I can’t understand why Antony 
.should say such a thing. You know I can’t get 
Mafatlals to take Ahmed Hussain in their team and 
have Antony throwm out. After all Mafatlal can 
do what they want. They want to build Their image 
through a football team. And in this matter they 
donT need any help from me.” 

He added : ”As secretary of WIFA, I have to 
sometimes execute orders and rules which can be 
rather unpleasant. Very often* though, they are 
misinterpreted, because of which I am accused of 
being a dicator.” When told that similar allega* 
tions had bc'en made by other players, Ziauddin re' 


--and got eliminated in the first round. The next year 
was luckier, for at Doinliiiy the team reached the Rovers 
(inarler-finals, losing 3-2 to flydcnabad Police. 

Immediately afler the Rovers, there was a charity 
match at Bombay. where an India XI played against the 
Prime Minister’s XL Antony was in the India team, 
and it was during this match that he caught the eye of 
the Calto< talent scouts, fie joined them in 1955 Janu 
ary as “MarkoUng Assistaul ”—read football player’. 

fle shone at Caltex, and he now says those were 
among the happiest years of his life. Under his captain- 
sship the team became the first Bombay squad to win 
the Rovers Cup, beating Mohammedan Sporting 3-2 in 
1958, While at Caltex he also represented Maharashtra, 
once captaining the .side. 

it was during his Caltex days that he met Ha/el 
Critchell. a pert, fair blonde-haired Anglo-Indian who was 
then a receptionist at the same company. They began 
dating each other and after a year began living together 

Even today. 20 years after, Antony’s eyes grow 
misty and his voice soft as he talks of the woman who 
^ loved him, and whom he loved. With bitterness he 
speaks of the opposition of his parents to his marrying 
Hazel, and of her finally leaving, disgusted and disillu¬ 
sioned. to Fngland. “She made me happy”, he recalls 
wistfully. 

In 1959 he left Caltex. for reasons that he refuses 
to divulge, and about a year later joined Mafatlal as 
Sports Officer, after first getting trained as a coach in 
a national camp. 

During his first year itself, he whipped Mafatlal up 
from the second to the first division, leading them to 
victory in the Nadkarni Cup and making them runners- 
up in 1962 for the DCM trophy. Antony played well, but 
on the field he was mercurial, moody and refused to 
cringe before the big shots of the football world, men 
like Ziauddin of the Western India Football Association. 

And Ziauddin hit back* by getting inducted into the 
Mafatlal team a young Tata player^ Ahmed Hussain, who 
promptly; began rubbing Antony the wrong way. His 


plied f “They are all basele«^ charges.” 

“In fact, I distinctly remember recorntnendihg 
Antony’s name to the AlMndia Football Federation/ 
On my word he Kfas' invited to i few camps. If he , 
didn’t make it good he has only himself to blame. 
You see for everything wrong, people tend to blame 
me,” Ziauddin added^ 

Was Antony bitter because he had refused to 
'cringe' before Zimiddin ? Pat came the reply: 
“Nothing can be more ridiculous. I have come 
across VO many players during, my tenure of 26 years 
but 1 do not remember having any sort^ of enemity 
or even a heated discussion with Antony.” 

Ziauddin added: “’fhough I personally can't . 
vouch for it, I had heard that Antony’s character 
was questionable, One had heard Flores about his 
exploits with women. They were embarrassing. One 
of his employers was thinking of filing a criminal 
vuil against him. Take my word, and dismiss 
Antony’s charges as fabricated.” 

K. Bhaskaran of The Times of India also ScemS 
to corroborate Ziauddin’s view. “He has got enough 
sympathy. He is making mileage out oi his condi¬ 
tion. He has only himself to blame, People have 
helped him, but he is not interested.” 

HARESH MUNWANI. Bombay 



Antony with wife Karthiyini and cMdren (from left) 
Milan, Jigi^ Lajf, 








voice harsh, he speaks of how Hussain made his life a 
misery and finally got him kicked out of the team, out 
of Mafatlal, into the streets of Bombay where his only 
solace was the cool shade of Hazel But Hazel too tired 
at him and in desperation he returned to Trichur. Soon 
after, she migrated to England 

A fter returning to Kerala In 1968, he took up a part 
nership in a bread distributing agency, Kalingal 
Bakeries During his week-ends, he used to roam about 
the small towns of the district in the company of his 
pleasure seeking friends, and it was during one of these 
jaunts that he met the petite Karthiyani, 18 years his 
junior Her supple body and soft speech enchanted him, 
and soon every free day was spent at Shoianur where 
she lived In late 1970 they decided to get married 
And this, m Antony’s own words, was the “turning point" 
in his life 

Antony comes from the tightly knit Roman Catholic 
com mum ly of Malabar, and this is casilv one of the most 
orthodox of any group found in India When they 
learned of his mairiage VMth a Hindu girl, the community 
leaders acted against him with a vengeance “They be¬ 
haved as though they wanted me dead." he says bitterly 

The fiist step was to force him out ot the paitnership, 
the next to sec that on whichever door he knocked at 
in Trichur he was denied employment ‘Lrave your 
wife and we will get you woik was the rchain To 
Antoov’s credit he stood by little Karthiyani 

He was a family man now His fust fluid a daugh 
ter—little Milan—was born in 1972 followed by another 
daiightei Jigi in 1974 and by a son laii, in 1970 

“When Milan was bom 1 did not have money even 
for gruel much less baby food tor her ’ he told me 
‘My (ommunit> leaders saw to it that I foiild get no 
work in any of their shops and my family broke off all 
contact with me after mv marrnge In desperation I 
took to coolie work bending bars on construction sitC'. 
and carrying loads" 

The seairh for coolie work drove Antony' to Kulliadi 
near ( ilicut where he worked at the dam site for six 
nionttis After that starvation On a lew dav^ he 
earned some meals through stints of ofcasional manual 
work Then in 1974 he went to work at the Silent Vc\llcv 
dam pioicct m Palghat distiut till the scheme wis 
suspended by the Government due to lack of funds eight 
months later Then on to Coimbatore to the Snuvani 
dam site whore again he bent iron bars and earned 
loads 

‘ I suffered hell he savs simply “I was sick lonely 
wretflud thinking of my wife and childien back home 
in ‘shoraniir (her house) Finally my health gave way 
and 1 had to come back to Shoranur For the past three 
veais T have been on the streets trying to get enough 
work to feed my familv at least with gruel” It comes 
ns a shock to realise that the wrecked man sitting in 
front ot me speaking excellent English, was once a hero 
m this very town Tiichur, being feted and honoured at 
a CIVIC reception 

In lanuarv 1978 Antony’s plight finnilv came to the 
attention of the public through Kerala’s prestigious 
Mathmbhuml newspaper. News Editor V M Bala- 
thandran (“Whimsey" to friends) had sent his reporters 
to search out Antonv and record his story after being 
tnld of his plieht bv an old classmate of Antony’s, 
Mathrubhumi Weekly Editor Vasudevan Nalr. Apart 
from reporting on his ptifi^ht, Mathrobhuml sponsored 
him for a state pension of Rs 200 per month, which he 
h^ean r^elting since Julv this year And. wonder 
of wonders after the publicity and the pension, his old 
circle has begun welcoming him again, wife notwith¬ 
standing Perhaps, happier days are in store for 
Kochantoo 
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Save 

a little regulariy, 
and everything 
you've 

always dreamt 
of is yours. 








Allahabad Bank's 
Recurring Deposit Scheme 
makes it possible. 

The best thing about this Scheme is 
that you can choose your own monthly 
deposit sum. From a minimum of 
Rs. 10/- to a maximum of Rs 1,000/-, 
over a period of 1 to 10 years 
So you save and earn with no great 
effort. And what you finally get 
back could be as much as 50% more 
than what you've deposited .. 
perhaps more I Making it possible for 
you to buy what you've always dreamt of. 

For details, drop in at your nearest 
Allahabad Bank branch. 



ALLAHABAD BANK 

Your Own Bank 

(A Government of India Undertaking) 



Ja^l aftfi/ stiflingyau ffi* 9 QO»t 
keeper tn ikiny iHoqai math \ m hts panatty 
rf/fftf You Uop pi'iy and cautton him Do 
you with ( ^ penati'^ kiH (6} an 

t id itcT fff* f ick t f ) 1 imp hall ? 



I Compiled by STAN LOVER.Chairman of the London Referees' Society 

rr^ 


At a kirk off tha bail is 
kicked St!eight along the 
halfwiy line and over the 
touchiirie Do you (a) retake 
the kick (b) ivijida 
throw in or (() a tree kick ? 





A A tto s fy I o ) j fid n an alf\i Ir p ^ 
t on nni tf c Pd of thp penalty aret vs hen the 
h ill /\ (fp‘h Lh-d by i daft ndpr ovpt tns gi t! In r 
"i o ! t a i ^ ot f / k k 


B The mi red / layer wants to leave the pitch for 
treatment hut his coach says No The playei 
insists Yo I ig ee 


( L itei tfttr ir Iff 

to ret (til Yon w ft itf If 
ige n till ja te I f i j 
f nter tht pitrh 

(Where s'he f e r I 
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luevuiQOj; spadii 

iPMi p3«#^siies noA popiAOJd p|ai^ oAeai o\ mdu 
S8t| jaA8|d o((i g i>f jopue^ep p Aq paAetd ^se| si n^q eqi 
^>sjv ©SejuPApe ua uip 6 oi 6u<>|90s jo Ap|d q^iAA 6uiJO^jaiui 
lou $1 aq asneoaq apts^io lou si jaAatd pajnfui aqi v iq 
ujnioi oi ioAiPid ©qi 6u'AAoqa ajo^eq peddois aq oi Aafd jO) 


iittAA oi Aiessaoau lOu Sf II si uiaiqojd aqx s I* P^Aajd 
lUBUoddo aqi uaqAA eaja Aifeuad aq) 14a) lou peq ||Bq ^q) 
asnaoaq (a) |ao6 aqi aviatag ^ (q) quq qaiaui laajioa 

aqi dojp 04 aq pinoAA uonap Uajioo aq l Aaid iinujou q)iAA 
paidiJaiui A|iaa|3 seq (|aq puojas aq| £ aui|qonoi aqi pa 
ssoio )i iiaqAA AP|d in lou spaa pup pipaajc^ oh )ou pip ||rq 
aqv asne3aq(a) iia>|Qi')j aq pinoqs 440 j pajjna n 

90110440 aqi aiaqAA 111014 (q) >|Oi>| iT'jipni fjp pjpAAv i 
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r)n^ WM 1 h uni Wd st i I 'n in I y d 
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fl f L I M 1 
( ^ ' F 1 I 

u tt 1 


’ di 1/^ (.1 nniriy s 
ih 1/ wdfi I I it 
mi yui J Ir 
I fnd four tf c \ 

I 1 n r r( in mm d 


pf ' t wmk 
vy hiT 1 I iH arid 


■dir ir I I ( < inn / 4^ J d 

F 1 I 11 ^ 1 \ ] 3(K / M di M )l d 

V li I d I iL I nI [ wi U f [ 1 t jvi 

/^iti (hr c uM M 1 L 11 * li )n JUt t > 

V ill 1 f I hi It i\/ I J 1 V ly 1 ruff md 
cJi (r(j f j| f r II u i ( t! ( d k lor J 

k'c /(! I it il \ 1 1 1 lidi on lugn 


fa's! weak'd quUt ai love all In a pair's 
mmpttition South holds + K J 7 2 <9 ^ 
North opens one club, 
E asl bids oric hi art aneJ South ono spado 
Wi I r II M ‘n tAO hearts North liidstwo 
jjad mil f 1 I thiro hi ut Hi 1 it n )t 
! f ( r f >1 L n 1 tl n r hi itf Sn ith would 

h ivi 1 I i r M I [jl 3 f i l< nt iki i loi wo» d 

m VI WI ^ thri iIjI Nuw fiowi vi r In 
I 3 'f s lO n I 31 r I inoi uvm ind piitni r 
I III 'y f‘’ I iF' i hi i oMI Ic f p id as 
inti ly oinpr I li M )df n liidJiryhai 
1 lull in lo II ^ 11 hi m C)n t din 
c I pnr I h ivi 1 III intJ ‘^upprrtcd a 
u 1 u s ht r a douhh art I i u ^ d i > a 
t-'y fl r f) irni It i art Iniilly t ^ ha d on 

trump »r npl ur lohcjtl 3 d it. avi s 

P irtni I with thn oplion ol sigr inp off in 
It TM ipddc y unp to g irni in fiadts 
or I VI n pa''sincj i1 hi, hind is pi nn-inly 
di tcnsivi 

I tiis wf ek o qui/ if yamt ill NorIh di al 
w th 4 A K 9 H 6 S 4 K 9 h f 0 ^ 4 . 
tVh it t rtill! til ipt n 


master's infcMilton vva-s hurc fifack K frrft with 
few prospicl*^ ot rounttrpla/ jtiuo h« hos 
dmihlod pawn , on I ho K <^Kln 


1 Chess 


r III I J III idl 


It il I tt) kf } play ri f 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■Hi h/ 

In 1 i I w< i F > yaii ♦ (M it n ivi I ji i) 

wt 3w i Pook dc inr)!) tf jfinq d u, n 
Mity VII J Knifjt t in thi i r dyanu it 
liioki II rouph blai k > liiu-> and (itatrd 
till il vtiif 11 flu ho t Idl g fill Lt 
Lf u'd n )( nil t t Now wi h ivf in f xa ripli 
by tiifUidUKO tr m th< inu Ic ji i i 
nil nl m whuh thi r )liin n voi I 
Wh tt oini'■ out of Ih niidktjiin wh 
1 ( i ir |) -V If nal ddvanl ni (1 rm r h u| 
p lA rn ’ only on thi Q i ii ) nul i ( n 
vr f| il I i win 1 y ipvi If) up U r < yi ti in 
1 1 1 [ o dll n wh IL tl Of p r ( it s Ko I 
h \ littif ‘m ( rli ni of nt I y Um 

limt Inat il ti is f lund i w iv oi I 1 
I f unU I itt.i Ko irr po/srirl s a j iiii I llu 
(nnlimd idv ipco A Whdi Kinu 
Knifjl I ind [il’sed OP 
Wh i David Gkonatein, H i FridriK 
Olafftson Si Inn Dell, ru (I it jr il Tour i 
t il P ii ro/ 11^8) 

I P K 4 . P - 084 ; 2 Kt - KB 3 , P > 03 

3 P- 04 , PxP, 4 KtaP, Kt-^KB 3 
5 Kt 0 B 3 . P> 0 B 3 ;« B- 0 B 4 ,OKt-O 2 
7 P - OR 3 , P - KKI 3 . BP- KR 4 , Kt - K 4 
9 B - Kt 3 . B - Kt 2 ( 10 B - Kt 5 . O - R 4 

II 0-02, B--02 

If dll ws Whdi U I xc I ir J O n 

t jvoiirdl If It in» Mni 1 Kl 1 w i 

l)f Ilf I 

12 B X Kt*. B X B, 13 Kt - 05 , O x Qch 

14 K X O, R OBI, 15 Kt x Bch, P x Kt 

16 0 R- 01 . K - K 2 . 17 B 05 . B - B 3 

ISP-OKtS. BxB? 

|l h ird lo s ly wf if h 1 I j r ir J 


I xc I ir J Q n 
1 Kl lit w I 

13 Kt - 05 , O X Qch 
15 Kt X Bch, P X Kt 
17 B 05 . B - B 3 


19 P X 8 , P - B 4 ; 

21 P - B 3 ^ P - KR 4 , 
23 P-R 4 , R-K 1 ; 
25 R - K 2 , Kt - 02 , 
27 P - RB. Kt - K 4 . 
29 K - B 3 . R - B 1 , 
31 Kt-B 4 , K-B 2 , 
33 R - B 2 , K - B 2 ; 
35 P-B 5 . R-QBI, 


20 P - QB 4 « K - 02 
22 R OBt, R - 82 
24 KR - Kl. K - Ol 

29 R X Rch, K X R 
2 B Kt - K 2 , K - 02 

30 K - 04 , R - Kl 

32 P-QKt 4 . K >02 
34 R - K 2 . K - 02 
36 R X Ktl 


I ho ri n yfil of tr r onl / jt ( vi hi irK iir <- <■ fs 
di I IVI Wfi li piwn ri <jiji ty i>< c mi n 
IV lUn h wM ‘ fl K ij iLiiulril oi It i 
until vM J 

36 .. . P X Rch, 37 KxP, R-KIch 

II 3 / K K > ifu I ‘i P i^r I h Kl 
ly f* OS toHowi tl hv Kt Kit and I OS v r 

ill klj 

38 K - B 6 . R - K 6 . 36 K x P. R - Kt 6 

40 Ktx KtP, RxKtP, 41 Kt-K 5 ch, K-B 1 

'll K 01 wa n re -.1 fj| r M j v ^ r 
Wh l wo j t 11 f ivf w i[lf r /I f If 
R Kl/ F Kd R j 7 U h f U 

42 P - 06 , R - Kt 7 . 43 K - K 8 , R - 07 
44 Kt - Kta, K - Ktl, 45 P - Kt 3 , R 06 

46 Kt - K 7 . Rfi»ion» 
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Solution to G374 (Petrov Yarovitsin 
Sverdlovsk 1948) (4k3 8 2pK4 2Pp1b2 7R/ 


7 p 8 8 While to play ) I 

Ilf I 

I rl I I 1 I I I 1 / 

II ! R ( I (I 

IF J 1 R X H F I i I 

Problem No 1038 i I 

A C R©ove« I Ir / 

I I 1 

(BZK 4 / 3 nNp 1 b/Q 6 r pSPr 3 k 1 N 2 8 3 n 4 2 R 1 
Ribl - 8 white men, 9 black ) 

WM f I w I fl -I 

Solution to No 1037 (bhinkrnan) (k 7 /B 
1 RK 5 /B 8 5 n 2/8 8 - mate in five) > R I I 

{/ M/ vTl )) 1 ) 1 I ^1 f I ft 

Kt K 3 ) p K/ Kl P R R hill 
S R X <t h 1 1 f (3 F 1 R 

3 R KP K KM 4 R Mi II R • R | | 
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NOW YOU TAN PRCPARl 
FUHtONrAU BY 
PUSHING YOUR fHlSr 
mWAROS HIE BAR 
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Think 

w before you drink 


^ 1 % 


Unknowingly, you might be 
infecting yourself with deadly 
water-borne germs such 
as Cholera. Typhoid, Dysentery, 

Gastro-enteritis etc. 

For PURE-SAFE--CLEAR~ 

GERM FREE DRINKING WATER 

"'"INDIA FILTER" 

now introduce 

STERASELF 

CANDLE 

Self-sterilising, germ killing ItCMtCSUI 

by the reaction of Ionic Silver ^ O 

with which it is impregnated. ^ ^ 

Manufactured under N.R.O.C. _ 

process licence and as per 

1.S. specification. - 

Manufacturers & Exporters : Secuona/ Vhw of Stotttwan 

INDIA POTTERIES LTD. INDtA FILTER (l3 5 Litres) 

91, Lenin Sarani, Calcutta-700013, Phone: 24-4492/ Gram-COKEOVEN m 
















Aj^^r^veda’^thc Scier?ce oi Lom^i^vity - has many 
diaignos^s and cures which'are still used in India, with 


tr I 


in Imping vyith India's ancient ayurvedic heritage we 
now' brlng'^pu LAS^3NA—an i^tract of pure garlic. 
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Maximum priea 

Rs: 3.00 for 20 
Rs:1.50for10 

Local taxM axtra 


STATUTOBV WARNING 

CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEAUH 






^ REQENT KING—Tha 
HappiMM Cigaratta. It 
givaa you a lot to ba happy 
about: an axclualva bland 
of choioa Virginia tobaccos 
spacially selectad for rich 
flavour, amoothnasa and 
subtle taste. Presented in 
a pack you'll ba proud to 
ba seen with. 

Happiness—reflected in a 
world of taste and elegance 
in REQENT KINO. 

Hbobst 

KIND 
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You can teU class... 

anywliere in the world 



Erasmic 

LUXURY SHAVING CREAM 

He has the world to choose from . . . 
he chooses Erasmic Luxury Shaving Cream. 
The standard is international. 

The style is unmistakable. 

Erasmic has unique ingredients that 
actually improve the performance of 
your blade ... a rich emollient lather .... 
an invigorating perfum^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Erasmic for better shaiving 
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A QutHtr Preset by HiNOUSTAN LiVgft 4 
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Get doser, smoother shaves 
and after-shave freshness with 
Falmolive Lemon-Fresh^ 


Paimotive's moisturized lather has SGL-4 that 
helps you work up a rich lather...lather that 
stays moist throughout your shave. Softens 
the beard. Improves razor glide. Gives you 
the closest, smoothest shave ever. 

And like Vijay Amritraj, you'll love its /***' 

lemon-fresh tang. f' 

Palmolive also offers you the choice of ‘ 

Palmolive Oe-IAixe Lather...creamy I 

smooth lather and a bold masculine fragrance ' 

Palmolive Menthol>Cool...dashingly cool 
fragrance and skin-cooling menthol ^ 


Phimolive- ths choice of 
successful men the world over. 
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SportsworM 15 November 197B 


Ifiliyighfs 


OUf'lt \N mN aA^AR PUBLtCATiON Re 1 


10 ARr The ATST INDIANS ANY GOOD ? 

A 1 irC?j»t:^air r's Ride has only three cricketers 
r \n vis'fd Ind.a befo»'e, Kerry Packer 
»n^nj /^«f*uaiiv ‘^^'•fpped the side Will they 
^^r\( ^ oppp^ltlon to us? In this week's 
sKry Jh»p Sardesai sa/s they may be 
r nf but we must not forget that 

Indidnti are unpredictable Their unknowns 
r * frp^u-^ntiy become the greats of tomorrow 

AloK n^«g ipta write'j their performance 
dOTnst I npson's ^eam earlier this year 
Pu ! Mod' -t^mfembors the West Indians' first tour 
I. 1) ‘■-'bo '■onplete pen-sketches of the 

4 f I fp 

1< r FAKf DRUGS? 

I h ' J a. storm when he issued a 
f I r u ^ I < "I » foi a probe into this question 
> n> ^ t Its irorr^ Chandigarh, Bombay 
j V ^ ' ir ort the reactions to his 

. i. I Stan}*! Hnatia comments on the 
abu 

If •^'-r , »^OTO-r& .TURE 

5. I r Jie feiture of colomr pictures 

V > ^ V\*aST'-^ rCLIPSC OF NADIA 

*■ »♦ * M \hp world gymnastics 

j U iri f ranee last month 

^ MUST REMEMBER 

^ p\ ^ in I'^d ( ncket nptain, Tony Lewis, 
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Letters to the Editor 


Fantastic 

T he second issue of 

Sportsworld was also 
fantastic The Editor’s re¬ 
port on the first Test was 
something different 

DR TASIN UMAR, 
Ramganj, 

ENJOYED READING 
“Meet Rohini Khadilkar” in 
Sportsworld October 25. 
Congratulations to Mr. 
Haresh Munwani for the 
article In Rohini India has 
got a talented chess player 
but wc should not be satis¬ 
fied with only this, we 
should piovide every oppor¬ 
tunity for her to blossom 
“The Faisalabad Test” & 
**Siinil the man’* were also 
good 

AYAZ PARWEZ, 
Arrah 

Biased 

I READ WITH INTEREST 
your biased view on 
the World Series Cricket in 
the Editor’s page ot SpoTt$- 
world October 25, From 4 
sportsman of your calibre it 
was expected that you would 
view the Packer affair in the 
right perspective. 


for this, Packer cares a fig. 
He can afford to lose twice 
as much. But then he has 
created history in cricket 
and has become world- 
famous, besides making the 
various cricket boards app¬ 
rehensive about their very 
existence Aristotle Socrates 
Onassis might have been ten 
times richer than Packer but 
he would have died unknown 
had he not mariied Jackie. 
Packer wants to leave his 
mark on the world. And for 
this five miinon dollars Is a 
small price. I expect him to 
start a football series next. 

However, when I read 
your coverage of the first 
Test. I was really impressed. 
Your objective and impartial 
analysis of the game was 
commendable. What you 
wrote was what we wanted. 
A detailed critical analysis of 
the game, comparisons of 
the Styles of diflFerent good 
players, queer incidents like 
Gavaskar’s tantrums, umpir¬ 
ing decisions, attitudes of 
the crowd et al. I should 
also compliment Sudhir 
Vaidya for his excellent com¬ 
pilation of statistics. 

Y. S. MALLYA, 
Bombay 


It IS wrong to presume 
that if the World Senes Cric 
ket or Test ciicket do not 
adjust the timing of their 
matches, one will have to go 
This IS a narrow outlook and 
this 1 $ against the natural 
law of evolution There can 
be adjustments. Both can 
Survive for the benefit of the 
world of sports. If seven 
Indian Test players sign for 
Packer to better their lot 
economically I let them do so. 
I am sure India can produce 
two more Bedis and two 
more Gavaskars if they join 
Packer. For Mr Packer also 
there would be no problem 
of ’shopping’ in the future. 

ARJNDAM GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 


WHEN I READ THE I 
tor’s page I was sorely dis¬ 
appointed. because I differ. 
What Packer wants is to be 
a world figure. He wants 
world fame. He has no in¬ 
tention of carrying on the 
aeries permanently. Perhaps 
within a year he will pay tae 
players their full contract 
price and ask them to push 
^ off^ He may lose $ 4-5 
»,fhiUjons (net, after the re> 
covery from the paying 
nubUc) in thf bi^gain. But 




Overlooked 

P NKAJ BUTALIA IN 

“Will our T T. talent go 
to waste?” Sportsworld Oct¬ 
ober 25 has overlooked the 
following few facts in build- 
ing up the article in favour 
of Manmeet Singh and the 
so-called several present ex¬ 
citing juniors* 

a) No mention is made ot 
Manmeet Singh’s loss to S. 
Ramaswami in the same 
championship in which Man 
meet Singh beat Chandra- 
shekhar. b) That strangely a 
recent zonal winner (West 
Zone at Goa) in Master 
Anand of Karnataka who 
beat Ramaswamy, the con¬ 
queror of Manmeet Singh, 
has not been included in the 
list of “exciting juniors”, c) 
That at least efeven of these 
20 Juniors have already re¬ 
ceived intensive group coach¬ 
ing in the past year or two 
from a recognised Indian 
coach. 

Secondly, if the juniors 
are as exdting as they 
are made out to be, then 
we can presume that at 
least one of them would 
consie near winning the natio* 


nal men’s title for six times, I 
like Gautam Divan, or 
another would become the 1 
loint Asia No. 1, like Sudhir 
Thackersey, or yet another 
would become a world-rank¬ 
ed player, like F. R. Khodai- 
ji, or yet another would 
enter the quarter-finals of a 
world rbampionsbip, like K 
Nagraj Will these juniors 
achieve these feats even in 
their dreams? 

And lastly, the contention 
that a “collective camp” 
would enable them to reach 
the high world sfandards is 
a folly because technique is 
the least important of the 
factors essential for reach¬ 
ing the top. What is requir¬ 
ed iS the Ccipacily to work 
really hard, backed up by 
the intense desire to reach 
the top, supported by fierce 
will-power to succeed at all 
cost All these qualities 
should come from within a 
player Only then will our 
players ever reach anywhere 
near the high standards ot 
the world in the near future. 

BOMl AMALSADVALA, 
Bombay 

Kerala cricket 

HE VERY FIRST SEN- 
tence m Binoo K. John’s 
article “Kerala cricket 
Doomed” in Sportsworld 
October 25 is wrong. He 
says “Kerala has been 
playing in the Ranji trophy 
competition since the year of 
its inception ” The fact is 
cricket was played in Kerala 
only in the erstwhile Malabar 
area comprising Cannanore. 
Tellicherry, Calicut and Pal- 
ghat TelUcherry can hoa.st 
of a century-old tradition in 
both cricket and hockey. 

The English East India 
Company bad its head¬ 
quarters at Tellicherry and 
it Is possible that Sir Arthur 
Wellesley (Duke of Welling¬ 
ton) must have tried a hand 
at wielding the willow or 
hunting the leather on the 
Tellichery maidan. And old- 
timers of Tellicherry cherish 
nostalgic memories of M.C. 
Cowdrey as a small boy with 
a toy bat watching his father 
E.A. Cowdrey bat. 


sidered the nerve-centre 
of cricket in Kerala. 

P, M. JINARAJ, 
Ernahulam. 

Incorrect 

«THERE is a LITTLE 
M. printing error in my 
article “Why our shooting is 
off the mark” (October IS 
Sportsworldh On page 9, 
rolumn I line 14 read: “at 
that time this gold medal.. ”. 
Corrected, it will read “At 
that lime this tie for gold 
medal...” At Cairo in 1962 
India was placed second 
after a tie shoot, Russia 
taking the first place Our 
scores were, however, iden¬ 
tical—295/300 each. 

DR KARNI SINGH, 
Bikaner 

’SUDHIR VAIDYA HAS 
written on page 14 ot Oclo- 
ber 18 Sportsworld- “He 
(Bedi) IS the only bowler in 
the world to capture over 50 
wickets against each cricket- 
playing country with the ex 
ception of South Africa 
Did Bedi play against 
Pakistan before 1978’ Or is 
Pakistan not a cricket-play- 
ing country’ 

SUDHIR KUMAR VERMA, 
Allahabad. 

TOERE IS A MISTAKE IN 
article “Richard Collinge 
Retires” Si>ortsu'orld Octo¬ 
ber 18. 

In the third Test vs 
Pakistan at Auckland in 
19,72-73 B H Hastings (110) 
and Richard Collinge (68) 
added 155 runs (not 151) for 
the 10th wicket, thus creat' 
ing a world record The 
record still stands. 

SHYAMAL KUMAR DR 
Hooghly. 

THERE WAS A MISTAKE 
in the captions in the ‘The 
Greatest’ (October 18 Sports- 
world) On page 33 below 
Muhammad All’s picture you 
have written ‘Chip McAllist¬ 
er as Cassius Clay’ and on 
page 32 below the picture of 
Chip McAllister you have 
written *Ali playing...’ 

radhakAishnan, 

New Delhi. 
SUDHIR VAIDYA IN HIS 


Caiuianore and Tellicherry 
have produced several out¬ 
standing cricketers who have 
made their mark at home 
and outside. 

The statement in the 
article that Trivandrum 
ts the nerve-centre of the 
activity of the game in the 
state is open to question, 
At present Tripunithura gnd 
pot Trivandrum can be enn- 


‘Records’, Sportsworld, Octo¬ 
ber 25 states that Sunil 
Gavaskar and G. R. Vishwa- 
nath had put on 122 in the 
third wicket in the George¬ 
town Test in 1970-71, This 
Is incorrect. The two had 
put on 112 runs and not 222. 

RAJESH KUMAR, 
Delhi. 




Editor's page 



Bedi and Mushtaq 
are good friends, 
or at least were 
before Lahore. If 
two well-known 
chums, albeit in 
opposing camps, 
cannot organise a 
game to be played 
as it is meant to 
be who can ? 


TS « protest Iti the form of a 
*■ walk-out ever fustifmhle ’ 

It IS, one imagines, when all other 
forms of com'enttonal appeals to 
the (uhnim'itration are not heeded, 
when umpires are ignorant of the 
laws and refuse to be enlightened, 
and when one side is permitted 
to take full advantage of a 
situation which umpires cannot or 
will not control Then one has no 
recourse left hut to lake a drw^tic 
action which will fane those in 
authority to take corrective 
measures One presumes that I'l 
what Bedi had in mind when he 
conceded the match in ISahitral 
But one wonders irhy the situation 
was allowed to deteriorate to 
this extent. There is Itille doubt 
that Pakistan started it all, when 
Sarfraz and Imran bowled short 
const stent hj. There was further 
aggravation when half-a-dozen 
close-in fielders repeatedly 
appealed for L.B W. And bat-pad 
decisions, which were obvioushj 
nowhere near out. The explosion 
came in Sahiwal, where umpires 
allowed Pakistan bowlers to howl 
bouncers ad infinitum, which 
according to law are considered 
wides in a one-day game. 

But neither did India help. In 
the final innings of the Lahore 
Test there was no way she could 
have saved the game and so there 
was little sense in bowling 
negatively and resorting to 
delaying tactves. As a gesture it 
only served to give certain 
fustifteation to what had happened 
earlier. In effect it proved the 
oH the&fp ol never starting a 


losing argument on the field 

Also, complaining about 
umpiring is a universal privilege. 
There is no country which at 
times has not criticised another’s 
umpiring ft seem.s to make little 
difference, eveept that the 
complainants, who themselves 
often do not have a crystal 
clear cnnsiience, are dubbed 
bad losers Presurnablu if there i.s 
a remedg it lies elsewhere 

What is sadder is that Bedi and 
Mushtaq are good friends, or at 
least were before Lahore Thcg 
have played muih of their cricket 
for the same county and Bedi is, 
or was, closer to Mushtaq than 
many of the 'hiothcrs' the 
I'akistavi captain thanked on T.V. 
after the Test If two well-known 
chums, albeit in opposing 
camps, cannot orejamse a game to 
be played as it is meant to be, 
who can? 

This iras to have been a series 
of far-reaching consequences. But 
unless a more reasonable attitude 
is quickly established, it does not 
look too good for future exchanges. 
There is still one Test match and 
there is always hope that the 
latter part of the tour will be a .. 
little more constructive than these 
last few weeks. 





Letters 


(Continued from Page 6) 

Incomplete 

I N THE Rl-CORDS OF ASIF 
Iqbdl in ‘All Ihe Pdl<is 
tanis’ Spoit uorld OclobiT 
25, Sudhir V<ndya has not 
included Iqbal s Australia 
tour of 197C77 iU ^ive onh 
the 1972 75 one 

Mu^affaipur 

Lahore lessons 

I NDIA’S LOSS IN THF 
Lahoie Ust is perhaps a 
blosMng in disguise as il has 
rcvealid souie of th(» gUn 
ing Shorlroniins ui Ibe tf im 
The mulclic ordei batting 
once again i neii in the 
bo^\ling l.uked sting and 
the fielding was not up to 
the mark 

Tlir Ainarrnlh-^ have 
shown that tht> ran ntilh 
ei hook noi diuk (flee 
tivelv and tiny are sadly 
out of touch Howt ver, 
there is no cause for dcs 
pair as Vishpil and C.havn 
who can lend variety to the 
attack can cfffctivcly le 
place lilt m IhcH is no 
point in pining Chindn 
sekhap on platid wickvfs 
where he is hut a shadow of 
the matchwinnif he can be , 
Venkalaiagh wan vsill In' i 
betUi thoite h< can 

cfler lively cont un the bal:> 
men 

Btdi roulcl do well to 
take a 1( d nut ot Mush 
tags book iii his fit Id plite 
merits and bowling changt 
Wisvvmaths lU'^h stroke was i 
quite pos«:iblv tlu ciuse of } 
India s dobicle It wis but . 
poetic juslKt that he w is 
made to bowl the Ust ov*^r 
and Mcll rb'' wiimme run 
R KRISHNA hUMAR 
Mad'-a^ 

AIR commentaries 

W r—PioiM t oursioh 
Snnagni —w( u utterly 
disappointed b\ tin. disas 
Irons peitoiiimut of the 
corninenttiloi s appointed by 
the I>lhi station Iho gen 
tlenu n (utrusted with the 
job at the Siinagai Nationals 
could haidiv describe any 
thing in the gime Ihey 
were not onlv speaking with 
a typical accent of their own 
but also failed to tell the 
MOier correttly on many 
occasions Comrnentaiies on 
tl)e semi final and final 
matches deteriorated furth- 


ei I was bewildered how 
AIR could engage such com 
nientators quite unworthy 
of their job on such im¬ 
portant occasions 
Calcutta Station of All 
India Radio has a number of 
good commentatois — men 
tionablo are Ashis Roy, 
Shibaii Das Gupta. Kishore 
Bhiin ini Rabindra Nath 
Soin, B N Baneriee Sanpb 
BoNe Arijit Sen I he AIR 
authorities of l>plhi could 
have requested' Calcutta 
Station to send an effiaent 
team at least at the semi¬ 
final and final stages But 
they (lid not, on the contrary 
they discarded some good 
commentators some days 
back 

P R Bosr. 

C alcutta 

Sadtq’s helmet 

IS/HEN KAPIL DEV WAS 
howling bouncers in the 
Faisalabad Best. Pakistani 
opener Sadiq Mohammed 
wore his helmet But while 
facing Bedi he removed it 
and handed »t ovci to the 
square leg umpiie While 
fielding too Sadiq used the 
helmet when he was stand¬ 
ing at a close in position but 
when he had to move to the 


k 




uutiield he handed over the 
lu Imcl to the umpire 

Ihis is an unfair practise 
on the part of the Pakistani 
Mupue \ helmet is not u 
pait and parcel of the game 
at the moment The English 
umpire J B Smith of Worc- 
cstei says “In my case it 
was the wicked keeper who 
called for protective bead- 
gear whilst standing to a 
particular bowler At the 
end of the over he took it 
off and asked a fellow play¬ 
er to give It to me as I was 
retiring to square leg. I 
loudly informed hin\ — to 
catch the captain*s ear—that 
hts headgear was not nty 
responsibility and carried on 
walking to my oosition, ‘Oh' 


We have an awkward ; 
umpire, do we’\ I heard in 
a muffled response, which, of 
course, I ignored He then 
asked a playei to put it off 
the field and at the start of ' 
the next over it was again 
put on I felt 1 acted 
correctly and usually oblige 
when asked to take an un¬ 
wanted cap or sweater ’* 

C. K RAM ANA THAN, 
Ghaziabad 

Suggestions 

C OULD YOU INTERVIEW 
some other Indian cricket 
players and foreign players 
like Hanif Mohammad, Abtd 
All Boycott, Brearlcy and 
Ian Bothdin^ 

PREETAM J n , 
Bangalore 

WHY NOT PUBLISH EX 
tracts from coaching manu 
als of well known foieign 
coaches of different games 
No Indian sports magazine 
does that 

N K MITRA, 
Calcutta 

IN YOUR ISSUE OF OCTO- 
ber 25 you should have 
given the full scorecard of 
the first Test between 
Pakistan and India 

SANKHANATH 
CHAITOPADIIYAY, 
24 Parganas 

INDIAN SPORTS TODAY IS 
maligned by mean politics 
and favouritism under the 
hands of the so-called ad¬ 
ministrators, few ot whom 
have ever played a cornpeti- 
titjve game That is precise¬ 
ly why wc badly need some 
journalists who have the 
guts to expose all this mess 
and have the capaaty to see 
things m the right perspec¬ 
tive and the endeavour to 
set things right 1 am sure 
your magazine can do this 
P PRASANNA KUMAR. 

Karjiataha, 

A ll the ARIICLES OF 
Sportsworld October 18 
were interesting However, 
I feel the action pictures 
printing could be improved 
upon Would It be possible 
for you to spare a page for 
school going kids and intro- 
ducc a feature on sports 
education for them ? You 
can teach them a sport step- 
bystep by giving line dla 
grams and some photographs 
along with tips from an ex¬ 
pert 

JAISHANKER V . 
Bangalore. 

YOUR MAGAZINE WILL 
be very interesting if you 
includg a pen^friends' 
column. It will provide a 
golden opportunity to sports 


lovers to know each other. 

B A. WILLIAMS, 
Kerqlo 

PLEASE DO SOMETHING 
which will help in making 
this magazine still chea¬ 
per, at least to students. It 
may be done through cheaper 
rates of annual subscription 
Also, why not start some 
sort of quiz competitions 
each month or quarter which 
will fetch prizes to readeis 
like a free Sportsworld? 

RAVI KIRAN MALIK 
Rajosthari 


DO PLEASE PUT IN A 
few articles on World 
Cup Soccer And please let 
us have more of colour 
pictures. 


Not good 


A READER 
Calcutta 


I HAVE INTERVIEWEl 
lots of people al news 
stands in the city aboui 
Spartsworld All of their 
said more or less the sami 
thing * Not an interesting 
and entertaining weekly a 
all ” 

PRAHLAD GHOSn 
Calcutta 


1 HAVF PURCHASED CO 
pies of the first two issue* 
of Sportsworld It is i 
good magazine, except foi 
its photographs where then 
is ample scope for improve 
ment 


Superb 


SVDIPTO BISWAS 
Calcutta 


SPORTSWORLD IS / 
small step for the Anandi 
Bazar Group of Publication! 
but a giant leap for sports 
lovers 

BISWAJIT GHOSH 
Jorhai 


Man of the Match 


qniE SELEC-nON COM 
mlttee declared Zahi 
Abbas the man df the nratd 
in Faisalabad This doe 
appear tu* be a pruden 
decision. The committee wa 
to select the ‘‘man of thi 
match’* and not the batsinai 
of the match. The pros am 
cons of the entire proceed 
logs of the match shoul 
have been considered. 

Vengsarkar’s performanc 
was no less remarkable 1 
is he who saved India fron 
a follow-on and ultimati 
defeat. After the dismissa 
of Vishwanath the rest o 
the wickets contributed onl 
30 runs or so Vengsarka 
therefore should have beei 
selected the “Man of tb 
Matd", 

SVSniU GVPTA 
jCotoitfb 


AH in the game 


Iliyas Babar 
given 
Grade III 
coach's job 

S OMEWHERE IN THE MINUTES 
of the SNIPES board, the body 
that controls the national institutes 
of physical education and sports, it 
has been stated that persons of the 
calibre of Ilyas Babar should be 
roped in to boost the image of athlC' 
tics The board has certainly roped 
in Babar but as a Grade III coach 
with some advance increments in the 
350-500 scale. One is left guessing 
whether it is me^nt as an honour or 
j a shght to the distinguished couch's 
service® 



To bureaucrats a coach’s diplomas 
and paper qualifications mean more 
than his actual work and the athle¬ 
tes he has produced. Sinosi the day 
he coached B. S. Barua, who prece¬ 
ded Sriram Singh as national and 
Asian Games champion, Babar Sa¬ 
hib’s reputation as a teacher of 
distance runners has been unmatch¬ 
ed. Sriram ^mself is his most 
famous pupil. Babar*s work in Delhi 
after the departure of Dr. Otto 
Pellzer for Germany, and in Hydera¬ 
bad before that, speaks for itself. 

The eccentric **uslad” in the white 
cap, '‘kurta” and pyjama, .may not 
look the part of an athletics coach 
and we would like to know if “Grade 
lit" is the price he has had to nay 
for his dressing habits and other 
beliefs. Even if the small men in 
authority have judged him by his 
dress and diplomas, his runners have 
not. They judge him by the tips he , 
gives them. I 

I 

Only recently the SNIPES appoint-j 
ed a couple of younger coaches, men 
who have still to prove themselves, 
in a higher grade, but it could not 
find its way to giving Babar at least 
the money he was getting in his last 
iob with the Rajpiltana Rifles in 
Delhi. 



A contemporary of Hency Rebcllo, 
Babar was in the 1961 batch which 
passed out of the National Institute 
of Sports, where he is now busy 
helping in the coaching camp for the 
Asian Games probables. 

Babar is over 52 and will have to 
retire in 5^2 years. Unless someone 
acts quickly enough it might be a 
case of justice delayed justice denied. 
In a set-up where a coach’s profes¬ 
sional or technical work fails to win 
recognition is it any wonder that 
coaches have stopped taking pride in 
cojHching and are aiming for bureau- 
tic desk jobs where their special 
talent and experience are wasted? 
The loss is ultimately the nation's 
tor money to train these men has 
come from the state exchequer. 


T he fifa-coca cola deve 

lopment Programme is, finally, 
on at Bangalore. The ten-day se¬ 
minar is part of a FIFA plan tO 
improve football standards in deve¬ 
loping countries. The course co¬ 
vers administrative organisation, 
technique, coaching and training, 
sports medicine and referring. 
FIFA has sent some of the world’s 
leading experts in each of these 
four fields to acquaint Indians 
with the latest trends in the world. 

The person to benefit most from 
this course will be Asoke Ghosb, 
IFA Secretary, who is in Banga¬ 
lore for the administrative portion 
of the course. Having been cho- 
manager of the football squad 
for the Asian Games, the seminar 
is likely to be of great benefit for 
this dynamic man who has trave¬ 
lled all over the world, but never 
in any ofilcial capacity. But his 
choice is particularly beneficial 
for the contingent because he 
would be able to reverse the 
trend of managers going with the 
team for fiersonal pleasure. 


Will somebody 
help explain ? 

O NE OF OUR readers WHO 
wishes to remain nameless 
has sent the following relevant 
ob^rvatlons on the ongoing Indo- 
Pak Test senes : 

1. How come Pakistani bowlers 
who could not help bowling over 


30 no-balls in the first Test man¬ 
aged to learn to control their 
strides within one week in the 
second Test at Lahore 

2. What is the point of having 
international conferences regard¬ 
ing the number of bouncers and 
intimidatory bowling if umpires 
are not going to take notice. 

X That the rule regarding tread¬ 
ing cm the wicket in the follow- 


through applies only to Mobinder 
and not Mushtaq when he bowls 
round the wicket. 

4. That the running of the urn-- 
pires between the oveis in Pakis¬ 
tan’s second innings in Lahore 
was far superior to that of the 
Pakistan batsmen between wickets 

5. That TV fxnnmentators do not 
know what is a bye. That while 
thoy can question the umpire’s 
decisions, the players cannot. 


9 






Cover Story 


ARE 
WINDIES 
ANYGOOD? 


DILIP SARDESAI 

S OON 1 lie ( ONTROVERSIAL 
I<‘st s^ne4> with Pakistan will 
be ovei and the grim and tense cri 
cket bdltJes in Pakistan giounds will 
ail be torgotten as the West Indians 
then cricket calypsos to our 
btM s m India Every West Indian 
SI le creates such an impact that 
some of their ciicketers become a 
household name in India befoie they 
leave our shores. 

The present West Indian side must 
be the most inexperienced rrickct 
team ever to leave the West Indian 
shores Can anyone think of a Can 
bbeail side without Vivian Richards. 


Chve Lloyd and Gordon Gieenidge' 
Can anyone think of a side without 
expiess speed merchants like Michael 
Holding. Colin Cioft and Andy Ro 
berts*^ Unfortunately lor the cricket 
loving Indian public all these gems 
of cruket have been plucked away 
by Kerry Packer. 

So it appears, and I also genuinely 
feel so that India will win this sc* 
nos rather convincingly But the 
West Indians, however unexperienced 
they maybe, are an unpredictable lot. 
We must not underestimate them 
because time and again thev have 
oroved to the rnrketing world that 
in no time their unknowns of today 
become the cricket greats of to* 



morrow. A recent example is Vivian 
Richards from the very smell island 
of Antigua in the West Indies. 

The present West indies touring 
<iide has plenty of talent to boast of. 
It has that fighting left-hander Alvin 
Kallirharran as their captain Kalli 
has been their mainstay for <^uite a 
number of years In fact he is their 
best batsman against spinners. 

Another experienced cricketer is 
their old horse Vanbprn Holder. Can 
anyone forget his brilliant ^11 at 
an unhelpful Wankhede stadium m 
1975 If you remember, he took 6 
for 39 and was instrumental m West 
Indies’ victorv by 201 luns. He may 
have lost some of his pace but he is 
a great fighter and given wickets 
that are even slightly helpful he 
may give us a quite a few shocks 
The third experienced cricketer they 
have IS their wicket keener David 
Murray, whose batting ability agamst 
spinners is widelv recognised Rut 
in batting they will delinitefy nuss 
the “Parker boys” Yet, they ,bave 
some talented batsmen 


One of them is Larry Gomes who 
scored a hundred against Bobby Sim 
psoTi's Australian side They have a 
fine opening pair in Basil Williams 
and Alvin Greenidge—no relation of 
Gordon Greenidge Williams is a hard 
hitting batsman in the mould of 
Gordon Greenidge who scored a cen 
tuiy on debut He is quite capable 
of scattering our bowling Alvin 
Greenidge is also a forceful batsman 
to watch 

West Indies always seem to pro 
dure useful all rounders They have 
with them Sew Shivnarame. Dprek 
Parry and Noibert Phillips Shivna 
laine has good fcores to his credit 
and IS an orthodox left arm spinner. 
Phillips can bowl quick at times aud 
also hits the ball pretty hard He has 
had a decent cricket season in county 
cricket in England where he took 
Keith Boyce’s place in Essex. 

Sylvester Claike will spearhead 
their pace attack and although he 
IS known to be erratic he is fairly 
quick Rafiq Jumadeen is a left-arm 
spinner who will bear watching. The 
remaining cricketers are unknown 
and inexperienced. But then let u$ 
not be guilty of underestimating our 
opponents. 

It is true that the grace and power 
of Clive Lloyd, the belligerence of 
Gordon Greenidge, the class of Vi¬ 
vian Richards and the speed of 
Michael Holding, Andy Roberts and 
Croft will be sorely missed. But In¬ 
dian crowds need not fear that the 
West Indian’s may not be worth 
watching. They are sure of getting 
their money’s worth for the West 
Indies believe In entertaining the* 
crowds. They will always play cri¬ 
cket, lovely cricket. 

So, watch out my friends. Although 
you seem to be in the driver's segl 
in this series do not forget that the 
West ImMeiis are unpiejd^hle. . , 



The West Indians 


M<ALLICHARRAM ALVIN ISAAC, 
of Guyana, is the first West Indian 
cricketer of Indian origin (his 
grandfather migrated to British 
Guyana from Calcutta) to lead a 
Caribbean team to his forefather’s 
country. 

Born \farch 21, 11)49, Kalli, as 
he is popularly known in the 
nickeling world, is considered one 
ot the finest left-handed batsmen 
in contemporary cricket in all 
conditions and is a specialist slip 
fielder. He made a sensational 
Test debut of 100 not out against 
! New Zealand on his borne ground 
in Georgetown in 1971-72. He has 
so far scored 3,331 runs in 45 
Tests with an average of 48.27. 
He has also achieved the distinc^ 
tion of scoring centuries against 
all the first-class cricket playing 
rountiics except South Africa. 
'J'hese are : Two against New 
/euland (100 not out at George- 
town find lOl at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, in 1971-72), two against 
r.ngland (his highest Test score 
of 158 at Port of Spain and 119 at 
Bridgetown, Barbados, in 1973-74), 
two against India (124 at Banga¬ 
lore in 1.974-75 and 103 not out at 
Port of Spain in 1975-7B), three 
against Australia (101 at Brisbane 
in 1975 76, 127 at Port of Spain 
and 120 at Kingston, Jamaica, in 
1977-78) and 115 against Pakistan 
I 3t Karachi in 1974-75. 

A marketing student turned 

professional cricketer, Kallichat- 
lan is associated wUh two record- 
making partnerships. He and 
J.awrence Bowe put on 249 runs 
at Bridgetown in 1973-74, the 

highest second wicket stand for 

West Indies against England. 
These two also scored 198 for the 
fourth wicket at Brisbane in 
1975-76 which is a record for West 
Indies against Australia. 

Kallicharran took over the 
West Indies captaincy after the 
withdrawal of Clive Lloyd, the 

captain, and five of the Packer 
‘pirates’ prior to the third Test 
against Australia carlv this year. 
This second trip to India is a very 
important one for this short, 
boyish-looking Hindu, married to 
a Muslim, because he will have 
to rebuild the West Indies side 
from almost unknown faces. 

"^iOLDER, VANBURN AV,ONZA. 
(Barbados) Born October 8, 1945. 
He is the vice-captain of the side. 
Having made his Test debut in 
1969. Holder is the longest-playing 
member of the si^uad and. as a 
steady, medium-pace bowler and 
adviser le Kallicharran, his func¬ 
tion will be crucial. As he showed 
against Australia, he remains an 


excellent bowk^r, perhaps a lillle 
belter now that he hiUk reduced 
his pace. His eKpeneiice ol India 
nil the 1974-75 tour will serve him 
in goo<l stead. Injury which has 
plagued him during the current 
English season is cause lor con¬ 
cern. Test record: 34 makiies. G03 
runs (average 14.35) Highest 
.score 42 vs New Zealand at Port 
of-Spain, 1972. 101 wickets (ave¬ 

rage 30.46). Best bowling. 6 for 
28 vs Australia at Port-ol Spain, 
1978. 

BACCHUS. SIHEK FAOUD AHA- 
MUL. (Guyana). Born January 3L 
1954. A stroke-playing right-hand 
ed batsman who can either open 
the innings or bat lower in the 
order. His two repeal Tests against 



Australia were disappointing and 
this will be a chance for him to 
develop the habit ot playing long 
Innings. Probably the best fielder 
on the team, this asset no doubt 
proved a factor in his selection. 
Test record; 2 matches 42 runs 
(average 10.50). 

BROWN, ERROL EARL (Jamaica). 
Born June 16. 1952. After just 
one season in first-class cricket, 
this tall oft-spinner is considered 
by some to be one of the surprise 
selections in the team. Despite a 
peculiar action, he is accurate and 
was given plenty of bowling in 
the 1978 Shell Shield in which he 
took 12 wickets in four matches. 
Has played no Tests and will be 
on his first tour with the West 
Indies. 

CLARKE. SYLVESTER THEOP- 
HILUS. (Barbados), Born Decem¬ 
ber IL 1954, A strong, loose- 
limbed fast bowler whose pace is 
deceptive, Clarke gained Test 
selection in his first first-class 
season when the split between 
the Board and the Packer players 
left the team devoid of all its 


mam fast bowlms. He took .six 
wiikets ill the" Third Test against 
Aiisiralia, but injury lorted him 
to miss the next two. H<* plays in 
the English l.ancashire League 
and IS the fask’st bowler in 
the squad. On his first tour. Ti^st 
record: I match 17 runs (average 
ll.OO). 6 wicket;, (average 23.33). 
CHANG. lir.HltKRT SAMUEL. 
(Jamaica). Botn June 16, 1952. A 
diiminitive left-handed batsman, 
Chang has played first class cri¬ 
cket for Jamaica since 1973 and 
has been a consistent scorer in 
the Shell Shield. In that time, he 
has scored two centuries. He has 
nimble footwork and is especLilly 
strong through the off-side. Yet 
to play a Test, this is his 
first tour with senior West Indies 
bide, although he did tour Eng¬ 
land with the West Indies youth 
foam m 1971. 

GOME'S, HILARY ANGE 1.0 
•‘Lany”. (Trinidad). Born Jolv 
13. 1953. A sound left-handed 
batsman and right-arm medium- 
pace bowler. Comes is one of the 
most experienced players in the 
team. He has proven his tenacity 
time and again for Trinidad and. 
in the final three Tests against 
Australiii in the rcient series, 
scored two excellent I'enturies. 
Considered by many a fine player 
ot spin. Gomes is likely to play 
an important role in this It'arn. 
Te,st i<*cord: Five matchei:. 276 
runs, (average 30.66) Two ten 
tiiries: fligest score 115 vs Aus¬ 
tralia at Kingston, 1978. 

(;BEENIIXiE, ALVIN TALBERT 
(Barbados). Born August 20, 1956. 
A tall, correct balsman unrelated 
to his namesake, Gordon, whose 
place he took after the withdra¬ 
wal of the Packer players during 
The Aiistiahan series Oeenidge 



enjoyed a fine season in 197778. 
He hit 1G4 against Jamaica in the 
Shield, 96 against the Australians 
for Barbados and then had two 
half centuries in his four Test 
Innings, A brilliant fielder in any 
position. Test record’ Two mat 
ches. 142 runs, (average 35.50) 
Highest score 69 vs Australia at 
Port-of-Spairi, 1978. 
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The West Indians 


JUMADEEN, RAPHICK RAZIF. 
(Trinidad), Born April 12, 1^8. 
Ho made his Test debut in 1972 
against New Zealand, and has 
played 10 Tests since then. This 
will be his chance as he will be 
the main spinner. Although he 
might have lost some of his con^ 
Irol in recent years, he remains 
a good enough bowler to trouble 
the best of batsmen. Test record: 
10 matches, 36 runs (average 
12.00). Highest score 11 not out 
v.s Australia at Porl-of-Spain, 1973. 
26 wickets (average 35.92). Best 
bowling: 4 for 72 vs Australia 
at Kingston, 1978. 

LYON. JOHN RANDALL. (Trini¬ 
dad). Born March 4, 1952. A neat 
wicket-keeper, small in stature, 
Lyon’s opportunities in the past 
have been limited because of the 
presence in the Trinidad team of 
Derryck Murray. Despite that, he 
has impressed those who have 
seen him with his glove-work and 
efficiency, particularly against 
spin. His batting is unpretentious 
but his all-round cricket could well 
develop on a tour such as thi.s. 
No Tests and no lours. 

MARSHALL, MALCOLM DENZIL. 
(Barbados). Born April 18, 1958. 
The youngest member of the 
team, this 20-year-old all-rounder 
is probably the biggest surprise 
in the 16 and is seen as an invest¬ 
ment for the future. He is a 
bowler of fast-medium pace who 
took G for 77 in his only innings 
to date in first-class cricket: A 
batsman with good scores in both 
West Indies youth cricket and 
high-standard Barbados club cn« 
cket and a fine fielder. 

MURRAY, DAVID ANTHONY. 
(Barbados). Born May 9, 1950. The 
first choice wicket-keeper, Mur¬ 
ray's ability as a batsman, parti¬ 
cularly proficient against spin, 
and his experience of Indian con¬ 
ditions on the last tour of 1974-75 
enhance his value. After tours to 
England, India, Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan and AustraUa, Murray 
was dropped out of the side, only 
to return during the series against 
Australia, when the selectors de¬ 
cided to replace Derryck Murray 
and two other Packer players. 
Test record: Three matches. 67 
runs: (average 11.16). Highest 
score: 21 vs Australia at George¬ 
town, 1978. Six catches, three 
stumpings. 

PARRY. DEREK RICALDO. (Lee^ 
ward Islands). Born December 22. 
1954. After only one full season 
of Shield cricket. Parry’s all¬ 
round ability gained him a place 
in all five Tests of the series aga¬ 
inst Australia and |ie proved an 


important inenibor of the team, 
scoring crucial runs and bowling 
his team to victory in the Fourth 
Test. A big spinner of the balk 
Parry needs to improve his con¬ 
trol to become a Test-class off- 
spinner. He Is an effective lower 
order batsman, specialist close 
fielder and a player with an ideal 
temperament. Test record: Five 
matches. 193 runs (average 27.57). 
Highest score: 65 vs Australia at 
Port-of-Spain, 1978. 12 wickets 

(average 30.00) Best bowling 5 
for 15 against Australia at 
Port-of-Spain. 1978. 

PHILIP, NORBERT. (Windward 
Island). Born June 22, 1949. An 
ebullient all-rounder in the Keith 
Boyce mould, Philip does virtually 
everything on the cricket field 
with dynamism. He can turn a 
match with a spell of really lively 
bowling or hurricane hitting, 
though ho perhaps lacks consis¬ 
tency. Even so, he has )ielped 
Essex to finish second in the Eng 
lish County Championships in his 
first season witfi them. Although 
he has played first-class cricked 



for the past eight season.s, this Is 
his first tour with the West 
Indies. Test record: Three mat¬ 
ches. 120 runs (average 24.00) 
Highest score: 46 vs Australia at 
Port-of-Spain, 1978. Nine wickets 
(average 43.55). Best bowl¬ 
ing: 4 for 76 vs Australia at 
Georgetown, 1978. 

SHIVNARINE, SEW (Guyana). 
Born May 13, 1952. Although a 
surprise selection in the West 
Indies Test te.am during the scries 
against Australia, Shivnarine 
quickly established himself with 
his no-nonsense approach to batL 
tng, his alert fielding and his 
ability to bowl left-arm spin. His 
weakness against spin could be a 
handicap in India, but be has 
shown the aptitude to adapt. Test 
record: 5 matches. 217 runs (ave¬ 



rage 36.16). Highest score 65 vs 
Australia at Georgetown, 1978. 
One wicket for 139. 

WILLIAMS, ALVADON BASIL. 
(Jamaica). Born November 21, 
1949, A right-handed opening 
batsman with a bclbgcrent atti¬ 
tude to bowling. Williams retur¬ 
ned to first-class cricket after a 
long lay off in 1977 and has gone 
from strength to strength, earn¬ 
ing his place on the basis of a 
string of consistent scores. He 
proved his worth with a cenUii'y 
in his firsi Test and a valuable 
87 in difficuU circumstances in 
his second. The spin of the 
Indians could present different 
problems but his run.s have bf*en 
made against all types of bowling 
in the West Indias. This will be 
ins ru 3 l experience outside the 
region. Test record: Three mat¬ 
ches. 257 runs (average 42.83). 
Highest score: 100 vs Australia 
at Georgetown, 1978. 

SOLOMON J. S . IB, former Test 
star (he had played in 27 Tests), 
is the manager of the touring 
West Indices side. He also mana¬ 
ged his home team in 1976 when 
India toured the Caribbeans in 
1976. ‘T.ir Joe. a.s he is known in 
cricked circles, came India etn 
a member of (ierry Alexander's 
team in 1958-59 and scored hi» 
only Test century (100 not out) 
at Delhi. It was his smart throw 
that ended the epic Test at Bris¬ 
bane in a tic in 1960-61. 

RTCKHI RAM( HAHICTER. 55. 
is Ihe Assistant Manager of the 
side. He is the Secretary of the 
West Indies Cricket Umpires' 
Association and works for the 
Education Department as adviser 
to the Prime Minister's Office. His 
contacts in this part of the world 
will stand him in good 5t€ad in 
discharging his mities coitipo* 
tently. 





How they 
played 
against 
Australia 

M arch 26, 1978- the west in 

dies selectors, Joey Carew (Chair¬ 
man) J. K. Holt and Clyde Walcott, 
along with skipper Clive Lloyd met 
at a Guyana hotel after dinner to 
choose the team for the third Test. 
The home team, with its full strength, 
had earlier registered two easy vic¬ 
tories against the new-look Australian 
team, winning the first Test at Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, by an innings 
and 106 runs and the next at Bridge¬ 
town, Barbados, by 9 wickets. The 
selectors told Lloyd that they wanted 
to give some youngsters a chance in 
the last three Tests. The West 
Indies captain agreed, but could not 
agree to the dropping of Derryck 
Murray, his vice-caplaiii and one ot 
the central figures in World Serie.s 
Cricket. In protest Lloyd threatened 
to resign fioni the captaincy. 

Kallkharan : Coplain's knock in the 
final Test. 
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Men responsible for Poit of-Spain vie 
ieon and Party. 


March 30. 1978, ,lelT Stollnieyei, 
W^est Indies Oicket Board ot Con¬ 
trol chief, told a news conference 
that Lloyd had resigned from 
the captaincy and five other Packer 
‘pirates’—Gordon Grcenidge, Garner, 
Roberts, Richards and Croft—had 
also decided to withdraw from the 
side. He announced the new team 
and also declared that the ‘pirates’ 
would not be considered for the re^t 
of the series. 

Alvin Isaac Kallicharran, 29year- 
old Guyanese, who took over the 
captaincy from his fellow country¬ 
man Lloyd, was assigned the task 
of re-building the Caribbean team. 
Only five of the selected eleven for 
the Georgetown Te>l had some past 
experience in international cricKel 
while the other six were completely 
new to Test cricket. 

Kallicharran, winning his first 
Test toss, decided to bat. but the 
West Indies failed to put up a good 
show against speedsters Thompson 
and Clark on a perfect pitch and 
were dismi.ssed little after tea for 
only 205 runs. The home team’s 
situation would have been w'orse 
without two fine knocks from Alvin 
Greemdge and Sew Shivnarine. 
Grcenidge, a tall 2\-year-old Barba 
dian opening the innings for West 
Indies for the first time, scored an 
excellent 56 while Shivnarine, bat¬ 
ting at No. 7, drove fluently to score 
53. 

1‘hings were also not loo happy for 
the Australians when they came initp 
bat. Norbert Phillip, an ebullient 
all-rounder from Dominica, and fast- 
medium Sylvester Clarke troubled 
most of the tourists claiming 4 for 
75 and 3 for 58, respectively. Aus¬ 
tralia managed to score 286, thanks 
to G. M. Wood (50), B. B. Simp¬ 
son (67), and Steve Rixon (54.) 

The 'West Indians, psychologically 
more settled, batted far belter m the 
second innings to pile up 439 runs. 
Basil Williams, 29-year-old right- 
handed opener from Jamaica, who 



had been a prolifir '.coi^-r ni the. 
.Shell Shield, trickled Uu‘ *.peed duo 
Thompson and Clark. be<ioHlully to 
make an e xact 100 on In'- debut. 
This was followed by talented 
hander Lanv Ciornes' inaulen Test 
hundred (lOl). Stusnanne complet¬ 
ed another half centurv c63) and 
D( 0 *ek Parrs, hallmg at No. 10, u<ed 
his long handle to ^rorc 03 well made 
runs. 



(jnynes 7‘t/s) renhiries hi the s'c/iVs. 


The Australians lost Dai ling, 
Ogilvie and Simpson to Clarke with 
only 22 runs on the board. Wood 
and C. S. Serjeant then stemmed the 
rot, hit a renUirv each and made 
Australia’s victory ainiosl certain. 
Clarke and Phillip were once again 
Hie most successful West Indian 
bowlers with figures ot 5 for 83 arid 
2 for 65. respertisely. Australia 
W'on by three WKkots but by no 
means was it an easy victory. 

An injury forct*d Ckirke to miss 
the .second Test, 'flu.* homo selec¬ 
tors decided to mako two dianges. 
They replaced Irving Shilhngford by 
Shrek Faoud Ahamui Bacihus, a 
right-handed batsman and a fine' 
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fieider from Guycina, who can eithdr 
open the mnInSs or bat lower down. 
Considering the fart that the Port of 
Spain wicket has a tendonry to help 
the spinners the ^*electors aho de¬ 
cided to bring in left arm spinner 
Raphick Tiimadeen in place of Clarke, 

The first three days’ play saw 
many ups and downs Simpson, 
winning the tos^ put the home team 
to bat on a damp pitch West 
Indies lost two quick wukets for 16 
and then Williams batted splendidly 
to score 92 runs lie received good 
support from Gomes (30) and they 
added 95 for the third wirket Skip 
per Killirhanan took ovei the ini 
tiahvc after the departure of Wil¬ 
liams and stayed at the wickct for 
nearly 165 minutes to score a mas 
terly 92 West Indic:s were all out for 
292 

When Australia batted Toohev 
Yallop, Seijeaiit and Simpson aJi 
contributed then mite but the day s 
honouis went to veteran Vanbuin 
Holder who once again pioved his 
ability at swinging the ball Holder 
took five wickets for just 10 runs 
with his best lest tiguies ot h for 
28 

The pre tea session of the third 
day saw the Austialums back m the 
driver's seat with the West Indies 
reeling at 151 tor b Then came the 
brilliant rearguard action Greenidge 
scored u solid 69 No 8 Party 63 


ffntf No' 9 Phimp. 46. ti»A ^ 

Indies reaches 290. 

Australia needed 293 runs to win 
with nearh one-and a-half days' play 
left Rut the Australians batted 
patheticalh against Jumadeen and 
off spinner Pariy to be skittled out 
foi onls 94 luns Only foui of the 
il Auslialians reached double figure 
Pan\ who had earlier batted so 
bOdUtitul]> piuved his allround abi 
hty bv capturing 5 foi 15 Junia 
dt^n finished with match figures of 
5 loi 117 West Indies ^on the 
match bv 198 runs and the ‘babes 
weie now being regarded with new 
lespect 

The linal ic^t ot the series at 
Kingston Jamaica ended in lomplete 
till moil as the crowd noted when 
Austidlia were about to win The 
West Indies were asked to bat 
Ihiough the last da\ to save the 
match or to score 369 runs to win 
The\ collapsed to 8B foi five by mic! 
afteinoon and then recovered 
through a brilliant innings of 126 by 
skipper Killuharran lie \\a> then 
Ibw to l^lgR^ and Holder was soon 
at lei wards given out caught bthuid 
bv Miliom The last pan ot Phillip 
ind lurnadccii would have had to 
siirviM the list 38 d^hvincs of the 
m Itch 

lloldei was cUailv unh ipp> wilti 
the decision and he had scat ah 
leached the pavilion befori i li iil ot 
bottles stones and missiles \\cr< 


tlhrcvwii bit Ihe grtmnd. 
bans rfemamed on the field for 20 
minutes and were then forced to re¬ 
turn to the pavilion Next dav th6 
match was officially declared as 
abandonr d 

Thougli the home team wav on th ‘ 
wrong foot m the final Test they 
hid their moments of glor\ (jomes 
hit his second centins of the senes 
(113) Shivnaiine another haU 
century (53) and Kalhchanan a 
masterh 126 Jumadeen n turned 
with his best Test figuies of 4 for 
72 

In a forthcoming book the Biitish 
enrket writer Mi Hem\ Blofeld 
has this to sav about the new West 
Indies pla\eis The two openers 
Greenidge and Williams both tall 
and thin showed thev were typicalh 
instinctive* West Indian stroke 
makeis Shivnarine though mainly 
chosen foi hrs bowling looked as 
though he nuiv end up a better bits 
man than orthodox left irm spinner 
Piriv IS an usetul alliounder The 
tall Svlvpvtei Clarke from Barbados 
bowled well as fast nu riHim and 
when hi has thukened oiu ht will he 
piettv fast Noibcrt Phillip vvill 
never be of top p u c Hr till 

with a high action but he w 'sti s 
ttip e adviotrges bv howling too 
short ^Iwavi making the bit>incn 
pld\ oft the back foot 

ALOK DASGUPTA 
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Memories 

of their 
first visit 

RUSI MODI 

W CST INDIES BROKE FRESH 
ground in 1948*49 with a visit 
to ludid and their baiting strength 
astonished the Indians. Their lone 
victory in the fourth Test at Madras 
enabled them to win the rubber. The 
other four encounters were drawn. 

The West Indians had a powerful 
batting line with Weekes, Walcott« 
Kae, Stollmeycr, Christiani and Go* 
tnez among them. They reached their 
peak at New Delhi where thev hit 
up a total of 631, which included 
four centuries and was their highest 
ever in Tests till then. More remar¬ 
kable still was the fact that Weekes, 
the Barbadian, became the hrst hats 
man in the world to s(orc five hun* 
dredi in consecutive Tost innings. 
He also joined the company of the 
select few who have scored centuries 
in each innings by making two in 
the Calcutta Test, 

W'eekes nnd Walcott impressed 
most with iheir hard hitting. Xba 
third ot the famous ‘Three Ws\ 
Woirel, did not make the* trip owing 
to personal reasons. Otherwise, their 
batting would have been further 
strengthened. However, Headley, ano 
thei well-known batsman of whom 
much was expected, could not get 
going He was bowled for only 2 
by Uangachari in the first Test at 
Delhi and did not play in any other 
Test. 

In bowling, the tourists relied 
mostly on Jones, Trim and Gomes. 
All thiee could use the new ball 
well. Jones was last-medium and had 
a beautiful out-swinger. Trim, also 
fast-medium, was capable of bringing 
the ball in after pitching. He could 
make the odd delivery come up fiom 
*usl short of a length even on slow 
ndian wickets. 

John Arlolt, the famous British 
commentator and critic, wrote to mo 
that JooiPS and Trim were faster 
than any bowler in the game at the 
time except Lindwall, pernaps tbo 
greatest fast bowler of all time, and 
Miller, a pacer with romantic varia¬ 
tions. 

Gome 2 ----a medium pacer—also hgd 
great control over swerve and swing 
and could move the ball either way. 
He troubled K. C. Ibrahim quite a 
lot and invariably had him caught at 
short fine leg. Much was expected 
from Ferguson, their suinner, but ho 
iust could not settle down to a 
length. 

The West Indian found groat laspt« 


ration in the leadership of Gdddiird, 
whose smtnd judgment and circutn* 
spection were attributes Hiat counted 
so much for the success of the tour. 
He also won the toss in all the five 
Tests. 

I NDIA’S EXPERIMENTS IN FIND- 
ing a reliable opening pair were 
largely disappointing. Merchant. In¬ 
dians ace batsman, was not available 
for health reasons. However, Hazare, 
myself, Amarnath, Mushtaq Ali, 
Phadkar were all seen to advantage 
Mankad won the admit ation of all 
and sundry by clever left-arm slow 
bowling. It was even said that he 
had no peer in the world then. He 
invariably kept a perfect length and 
was very deceptive in his flight. 

I was not sure of being selected 
for India as Vijay Merchant felt that 
I was out of touch. He opposed my 
selection and Homi Contractor, a 
selector who always toed Vijay’s line, 
also opposed iny selection for the 
first Test at Delhi. But Dutta Ray and 
Pilloo Palia, two other selectors, vo¬ 
ted for me and Amarnath, the cap¬ 
tain, insisted on my being in the side. 
1 was determined to do well for I 
wanted to justify the confidence Lala 
had placed on me. I scored 560 runs 



Weekes. Two cmiurics in Calcutta 
rc\t 


in the series— the highest aggregate 
by an Indian till Gavaskar broke my 
record by scoring 774 runs in the 
Catibbeans in 1971. 

After three Tests were drawn at 
Delhi, Bombay and Calcutta, the 
Madras Test was easily won bv the 
tourists. I have the highest admira¬ 
tion for Amarnalh’s captaincy. I rate 
him a.^ the best captain India has 
had. Yet. 1 cannot help blaming 
him for the debacle at Madras when 
on a fleev Chepauk wicket, he allow¬ 
ed Phadkar — much slower than 
either Jones or Trim—to bowl boun¬ 
cer after bouncer with a packed 
ieg-Hlde field of seven fielders. On 





Headley * Out of form 

seeing this Headlev told Mantri. our 
twelfth mau, that India had already 
lost the match. Jones and Trim adop¬ 
ted the same tactics and India were 
howled out for 245 and 144, respec 
lively. 

Enthusiasm for n'Icket in (ndlg 
proved unbounded and record atten¬ 
dances almost everywhere assured 
financial success for the tour. 

When the history of Indian cricket 
comes to be written the fifth Test 
match against the West Indies in 
1948-49 at the Brabourne Stadium, 
Bombay, is bound to occupy a promi¬ 
nent place. The onlv difference bet* 
ween that Test and the epic Tes^ 
at Brisbane between the West Indies 
fiind Austraba in I9G0 is that while 
the former was dmwn, the latter 
ended in a tie. But the excitementj 
suspense and tension were almost as 
much. The closing stages of the game 
were replete with diama. 

Set to score 361 runs in 395 minu* 
iss in the fourth innings, India madn 
a rnagnifident effort, being only six 
runs short when time ran out. God¬ 
dard adopted defensive tactics on the 
final day and Walcott, the wicket¬ 
keeper, even ran to the fine-leg 
boundary in a leisurely fashion to 
letricve the ball just to waste time. 
These arts were definitely not what 
one expected in a contest such as 
this. 

The match ejided when the umpk 
res lost control of the situation and 
called it a dav with two minutes still 
left for the play. The last over that 
was bowled was not even completed* 
Only five balls had been bowled when 
the umpires removed the bails with 
India just short by six runs. 

In the evening. I sat on the lovely 
lawns of the Brabourne with my 
fiancee (whom I married later) till 
the 'ground was completely deserted, 
“Time to go,’’ she said finally. “Yes,” 
1 said as we slowly made our way 
out of the Brabourne premises, “a 
great match, great days.” 


Sportsworld Special 


Do our 
athletes 
cheat ? 

"Chandigarh, September 6 . 
Milkha Singh said here that 
Indian athletes had once again 
failed to reproduce their selec¬ 
tion trials performances at the 
Edmonton Commonwealth 
Games. In some cases the 
difference rn timings and dis¬ 
tances recorded m India were 
so big that anybody would be 
forced to draw "unpleasant 
conclusions". 

"Obviously something is wrong 
somewhere. Are the timings 
taken during the trials correct 
or is it because of doping ? he 
asked and asked for a thorough 
probe by the AAFI." —The 
Times of India, September 6, 
1978. 

While we await the results of 
any official probe "Sports- 
world" correspondents answer 
the vexed question : Do our 
athletes take drugs ? 

‘Yes we 
take drugs' 

Three athletes, all throwers, 
admitted that they wore dope 
addicts, reports SUSHIL BALI 
from CHANDIGARH, who 
went to the NIS at Patiala to 
investigate the matter. 

T he differences in the tim- 

in£$ at the Patiala trials before 
the Cun^nionwcalth Games and the 
actual performances at Edmonton 
were so stupendous that even the 
Education Ministry, never very alert 
over such matters* asked the NIS 
autliorilies at Patiala to carry out a 
detailed analysis of the performances 
and send a report to it. 

While the post-mortem was on at 
the NIS, 1 talked to a number af 
athletes who went to Edmonton, top 
16 ^ 


otHcials of the Amateur Athletic 
Federation of India (AAFI) and athle¬ 
tic experts about what happened 
between Patiala and Edmonton. All 
of them made startling disclosures, 
some on record and .some off the re¬ 
cord. You will have both* 

At least three ahtletes, all throw¬ 
ers, who did not want to be identi¬ 
fied for obvious reasons, admitted 
that they were dope addicts. Agree¬ 
ing that doping has assumed serious 
dimensions among our national athle¬ 
tes, they said 95 per cent of the pre¬ 
sent throwers in the country are re¬ 
gular takers of anabolic steroids, 
lliey said they performed exceedingly 
well during the trials because of the 
drugs they had taken without any 
fear of being caught since, as yet, no 
dope test is carried out during the 
trials. 

Once assured of a trip abroad, they 
stopped using the drugs. The fall in 
the standard of performance was 
attributed to the “off dope*' period. 
The bold ones escape detection in 
international competitions as Indian 
athletes rarely get a high position. 

According to an official of the 
AAFI, he knows at least one top 
tunner who sticks opium in his hair 
and keeps taking it during a race. 

Dope addicts are once again likely 
to find their way into the national 
team for the forthcoming Bangkok 
Asian Games. The AAFI authorities 
know about this but as Col. Kripal 
Singh, AAFI secretary, said: ‘‘We 
cannot do anythhig unless they are 
caught red-handed and this can be 
done only with sophisticated equip¬ 
ment which will have to be impor¬ 
ted.'* lie hinted, however, that some 
top sports medicine specialists might 
be asked to be present during the 
final trials to conduct some simple 
tests ill suspicious cases. 

The legendary “Flying Sikh”, 
Milkha Singh, feels that everybody 
will be forced to draw “unpleasant 
conclusions” in view of the big diffe¬ 
rence in timings-and distances reew- 
ded in India and Edmonton. “Obvi¬ 
ously something is wrong somewhere. 
Are the timings-taken during the 
trials correct or is it becau.se of dop- 
ing?“ he asked and demanded a 
thorough probe into the matter. 

Without naming any athlete Milkha 
Singh, who was present during the 
Games at Edmonton, said that in the 
100 metres the time of 10.4 seconds 
was repeated in India thrice. But the 
same athlete clocked 10.97 seconds 
in the first heat and 10.89 seconds in 
the second at Edmonton despite the 
fact that he had the advantage oi 
running on a Tartan track. Had the 
athlete reproduced even his trial 
timing of 10.4 seconds, he would 
have been in the final. 


Almost the same thing was repea 
led in the llC-metrc hurdles. In the 
discus throw event, too, the difference 
in the distance recorded in India 
and Edmonton wa:; about iwo me¬ 
tres. The three shot pullers wer,* 
also much behind their selecticri 
trial marks. 

But the AAFI Secretary Col. Kripaf 
Singh feels that nobody cdU be .so 
mean so as to rook up timings and 
distances and thereby bnng hJs 
country to shame. According to him, 
some of the best sportsmen ol the 
world were not able to do their 
best at Edmonton, possibly Wrausr 
of unfavourable weathei. iudlan^ 
were no exception. 

Then, who i.s the culprit? Who is 
cheating the nation'^ TTie mystery 
ran be solved only by n tugh ievcl 
probe by an imparliai Ix.dy. U is 
high lime we cieared the my^'tory 

'Milkha is a 

frustrated 

man' 

Ja! Pardn aia and i.r,;su\ 
who've path bee:: .''.-.sodawiJ 
with athletics lor a long uir-n, 
told HARCS.H A/ll/NWANI m 
BOMBAY that Milkha d>nQh’s 
allegation wo': unh o 

J AL PAHmVALA VICE I'Rl'.'JSDFN T 
of th^' Greater 

Athletic Assoi i.AkiO tir- jS;5at{ .i 

rashtra Slate A.::So< iruion, 

ruled out the i f ? 

the varying bv Vlic 

Indian a'ldeles :tt the iriais li 
and later at the Com/uonweditfs 
Games at Edmonlur^. Pardival;:, 67, 
said: *T am pripared to jccept that 
timings are nianipuh-ted and distan 
ces measiued mcorrectly so as to 
enable a pailiculdr rodch or an 
athlete to go abio?td- Fm Indians 
n free foreign trip is diftifult u-t 
jesist. By book or by crock they 
must go on the jaunr ' 

Fardivala adds: “As tar as my 
thinking goes, doping is not reported 
10 by short distance runners because 
of its side effects. But those, let us 
say, participating in tin* discuss or 
Javelin do stand to gain if they take 
steroids. 

“The measuring of time and dl$- 
tanci‘ in our country leaves much to 
be desired. Wc still use outdated 
equipment. You know if you stand 
With a stop watch ,to time a parti¬ 
cular event you will first see the 
smoke and as a reflex action start 
the watch. The time elapsed between 
the two actions could be 0.3 seconds. 
This will again be repeated when the 
athlete crosses the post. Now in a 
race like 100 M, a difference of 0.6 
seconds is a large error. Roughtly 






























spcjkinjat il is eQuivalont to 10 me 
Ires No wonder our athletes finish 
sot 11 behind * 

‘This tellow dots the 100 M at 
Pdtiala in 10 4 secs and later at 
Bdmonton he takes the luxury of 
10 97 secs liuredible’ Instead ot 
improving his tune he lakes more 
time This atlitiide springs comes 
about because the athlete feels that 
try as he might the other competi 
tors viill beat him since llfey are far 
bettei lliat’s why I feel we should 
stav home come up to a certain 
standard and then go abroad Wc 
should invite athletes fiom abroad 
and idco with them hete Only then 
lan we improve” 

J ot CRASTO IWS BFtN ASSOC lA 
ted with athhtus lor ovei Ihrei 
decades now In lOSi, he won the 200 
metres at the national championship 
Today, hi works as a sports corres 
pondent with Ihp Times of India 
and coaches promising youngsters in 
thru vaiatiuns 

Ciasto said “Milkha Singh is a 
fnistiated man He is mentioning 
doping because he is not on the coni 
rnittoc nor are many ot his favouri 
tes in the India team This remark is 
against those whom he does not like 
But on the other hand one can’t 
blame Milkha for what he has said 
because everything in this country 
connected with athletus is in one hell 
ot a mess The powers that be who 
preside over athletics have diverse 
othei Intel esls occupying them And 
I for one would wish Milkha would 
do something for a change rathei 
than rush to the Press with sonsa 
tional statements 

“Once the athlete know he is on 
trial he tries his very best But once 
selected he cares a damn Because 
how ofien is it that a lad from our 
villages can go abroad, wme and 
dine and have a nice time on his 
own So he has a ball Besides when 
he knows he has no chance to win 
b^'cause the competition is fierce, 
why should we work himself up and 
and lose ^ I'his way at least, he has 
the consolation of having a great 
lime abioad When an Englishman 
goes to Canada the life he sees theic 
IS verv much like the one he Icad^i 
Wheieas when an Indian goes abroad 
he sees a kind of life he has never 
seen before ’’ 

“We can’t blame the athlete only 
Betore the selections the poor boy 
has so much tension — will he make 
It or won’t he The authorities fui 
thei add to it by announcing the 
team at the last possible moment 
Also since so much it at stake he 
attains his peak form during the 
trials And therefore, when the main 
tournament is conducted he is on 
the wane These are some of the 
reasons why timings are different “ 
Crasto, 48, went on “First I felt 
something was fishy in the measiu 
mg tapes and watches used at the 
trials Therefore, I measured every 
thing but found it was all (orrect 
So the timings recorded are actual 
On the other hand there have been 
T/i 


instances of athletes like Chauhan, 
Yohanrian and Eambhar Smgh attain* 
ing a bettci huiing abroad than what 
lhe\ did at the trials 

‘This storv about doping could be 
true in jifst a tew cases But I think 
it H impiopir tor Milkha to genera 
lise It a sweeping statement 
Once an jthUte m India was doped 
Not knovMHg how rnu^h dosage to 
injod thf' codfli overstepped the 
limit Mv god ’ that athlete won! 
bersiMk took up a kriite and nearly 
attacked one of India s piorninent 
athletes and cventuall> had a break 
down And the poor boy has had to 
giM jip athletus bercm'*e of the 
dttd c lit els ol the drug 

‘The wav things are in Indian 
athletics is simply shocking Do von 
know we have no dope tests at out 
trials ^ So if a athlete makes up hjs 
mind to have a foieign tup all be 
has to do IS to have a drug And as 
there are no detection tests be qua 
hfies and goes abroad without any 
risk But once abroad he dare not 
touch those steioids because there 
they do hive those tests * 

^ By saying tnat to qualifv, for 
example foi the 100 metres an 
athicts must achieve 10 4 secs we 
are putting immense ps>choIogical 
pressure on him Because then 10 4 
becomes a magic figure which the 
athlete somehow thiives to achieve 
But late I on when he cannot achieve 
the same liming at the tournament 
proper he loses faith in his abililj 
If however we were to say that tne 
first two would automatically quali 
fy we will have belter lesults” 

In his conclusion Crasto agreed 
with Pardivala * I think the best 
thing would be not to send any team 
abroad till we have reached a ter 
tain standard China has lost 
nothing by withdrawing from inlcf 
national competition But today they 
are a rising foice We should invite 
teams trom abioad and make our 
athletes run in home conditions 
Jhis way their confidence will giow ’ 

'Milkha's 

statement 

far-fetched' 

G I cikshmandrt vice ptesi 
dent of the AAF! h/.jt livid 
with indignation at Milkha 
Singh 9 statement reports 
ASHOK KAMATH from 
MADHAS 

<<P0R MILKHA SINGH TO GO ON 
record with such far fetched 
allegations as he has made is least 
befitting a man of his standing As 
chief timekeeper at both the Qitiloii 
inter State meet and at the Jullun- 
der open meet, 1 must say that as 
far as the clocking of tunings air 
concerned, if you will peimit me to 
reframe Milkha’s statement, there 


was nothing wrong anywhere ** Thus 
reacted Mr G Laksbmanan^ a vice- 
president of the All India Amateur 
Athlelics Association 


Mr Lakshmanan elaborated his 
point “At the Quilon meet wc had 
four stopwatches for each place 
down to the sixth place That makes 
It a total of 24 stopwatches Of the 
lour, three were the main oHicial 
watches and one was an alteinate 
oue in rase any of the other three 
watches failed to function And mind 
you, each one of ihe quartet holding 
tne watches was expeiienced and 
qualified it was not as though wc 
had anybody holding the watch " 

“At the Jiillunder meet I am sorry 
K> say we had to make do with only 
JO stopwatches Wo used three each 
lor the hrsl and second plates and 
the other four watches were distii 
butod toi the rest ot the placings 
How (oiTu Milkha did not insivl on 
more watches and measuring equip 
nil lit being provided*^ As joint duct 
toi ol sports in Punjab Milkha could 
cM'^ily hav«* looked into the iiialtt r 
a* the Jiillundor meet 


“Hats clf to Milkhi foi his ex 
ploiis as cn athlete but I don I 
think he should come up with alio 
gations like this With his kind of 
pxperuna*, it is sm prising that some 
one >ihould tell him that there are 
various Idclors to be taken into 
account when talking about one par 
licular peitormante ot an athh to 
Thi^ IS especially true m new rondi 
lions like those obtaining at 1 drnon 
ton ’ 

Mr Lakshmanan added “Gnana 
sekharan, tor example, clocked 10 4 
seconds m the 100 M abroad There 
was no Lakshmanon theie as chief 
lime keeper to rig his timings’’* 

On the question of dope tests for 
athletes, Lakshmanan said he was 
ail foi it II would lay at rest some 
ot the doubts on this score expres 
sed by various quarters 

Ms Kunjuamma Shoban, the NIS- 
trained Railways’ women’s coach 
who specialises in the throwing 
events, had some interesting'observa 
tions to make 

“Since the measuring equipment 
we use ts manually^ operated there u 
bound to be a slight exaggeration 
when compared to the electromcally 
operated eouipment used abroad 
This cannot be helped as long as we 
continue to use outdated equipment 
At least for the selection trials pur 
pose, we should import a suffiaent 
number of electronic watches and 
the like ” 

“At most meets w6 do not have 
even a basic gadget like the wind 
gauge A runner is bound to return 
with better timings when he has a 
point wind at his back. We canhn^ 
arumble when the equipment we use 
IS obsolete/* 



The Lahore Test FAROOO^OSMAN^ 



Wasim Bari lifts a hail from Prascnna 


Moie p.ctures on Pages 22, 23 «nd 26 
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Vicious 

wicket 

mars 

Duleep 

tie 

T UL DUl T r P 1 ROPH\ St MI 
firu* between Wtbt >Cuiie aud 
Centid 7(#ni which -tcutfd in Bom 
b<u on NoMinbd 5 linisln d on Iho 
tliiid div Itself V\fst inurnphed ove-i 
(fiitiil in ^pitp of conccdiuR a first 
iniiiT^s fold of 30 lunv. The /jamo 
had pfoiinsed to be a close encounter 
but h/zicd out into an anti duni\ 
with We St Zone winning b> 132 juns 

West won the toss and tht ii cap 
tun Asliok Mtnkad chose to bat 
hoping that the wuktt would live up 
to ifs lepulalion of playing true m 

Abdul IJci (uuiht at fnst slip by 


the early stages and turning later on 
Mankad s assessment was provfid 
wrong when the hrst delivery of leg- 
spmner Suie.sh Shastri who came on 
in the just the seventh over of Ihfe 
match turned a mile It was a poi 
tent of the landslide to follow. 


Ihc Wankhede wifkct needs to be 
coniniiiittd upon in view of the fact 
that this w IS the hrst match on it 
this season Ihere is no doubt that 
It was definitely undeipicpared It 
wis much loo di> and it hid not been 
rolled sufticienil> to last four days. 
Its bounce was uiu veil and unpre 
dictable its turn was vic>ous and its 
pace dubious Undi r such circum 
stances one had to iel> more on 
chance than ability and no matter 
how one tried to apply oneself, every 
batsniin had to depend on luck to 
survive It would be grossly unfair 
if the potential of any player was 
judged on the basis of lus perfoc 
rnance on tlii^ wicket 

Thiie were certain vital breaks 
which were responsible for West win 
rung tht match In Centials first 
innings wheji thc> were six runs 
ahead of West s total of 169 Abdul 
llai was out to Ashok Mankad in the 
last over before lunch This helped m 

Ashek Mar had tn ( entraVs 2nd innmg<s 


curbing Central’s lead to oniy 
which turned out to be Vital for West 
Zone. In the second innings, when 
West were again struggbng, Kabul 
Mankad’s concentration tired out Cen 
tral Zone’s mam bowlers and be 
stayed on nil West had piled up 192 
runs He had come in when West 
weie 36 for 3 and he was the seventh 
out at 192 

Special mention must also be rilhde 
of Dhiraj ParsdiiaS allround ability 
He howled magmficentK m Central's 
first innings claiming six wickets for 
"iO runs in 30 odd oveis When he 
went in to bat in West’s second m 
nings he managed a useful 57. 
though with a generous dosage of 
luck He also fie'ded bnliiaatly 
throughout the match 

Shivalkar did no* bowl very effec 
lively m Central's hist innings but 
made up in the s'^cond by turning jn 
figures of tour for 22 Parsana and 
Uda> Toshi also captured three wic 
kets each in Ontral’s second innings 
but Shivalkar was definitely the best 
of the three 

Playing in hi'i hrsl Duleep Tiophy 
match Rahul Mankad made the best 
of the oppoitunitv He has a perfe<t 
defence tremendous attacking shots 
on both sides and is an outstanding 
runner between the wickets He res 
ponds verv well when he is at the 
non striker's cad and often converts 
twos into threes 






The umpires were under tremen 
dou^ pressure^ because of the low 
scores, but they managed to control 
the gaipe effectively. Rahul Mankad 
made their |ob easier when in the 
second innings, he walked after 
playing Parthasarathy Sharma into 
the hands of shorMeg. 

However, if Ihe selectors had hop¬ 
ed that the tie w’ould give them a 
better idea of the abilities of the 
cricketers partinpating^ this possibi¬ 
lity was ruled out by the under 
prepared wicket 

Scores: West Zone 169 (R Bhale 
kar 32, Yaiurvmdra Singh 31, Kajin 
der Hans 6 for 60 Suresh Shastn 2 
for 56) and 253 (Rahul Mankad 58, 
Dhiraj Parsana 57, J Bakrania 45, 
Shastn 5 for 74); Central Zone 199 
(Vijay Chopra 46, Paithasarathy 
Shaima 39, Parsana 6 for 50) and 91 
(Ami Deshpande 42, Shivalkar 4 for 
22 Joshi 3 for 5 and Parsana 3 for 
47) West won by 132 runs 


Deodhar 

P IE MORE ONE SEES OF IT 
the moie one is convinced that 
we Indians haven I yet iinbihed the 
rudiments of one day limited overs 
(Ticket And if anv furthei ^>roof 
was needed, the Deodhar Tiophv 
semifinal nialth between West /one 
and South /one played in Bombay 
on Novembei 8 and 9 provided 
ample proof. 

South Zone, who won the match 
by three wi<kets have the weather 
to thank tor their success Over¬ 
night r<^in delayed the start of the 
game by 90 ininiite^ When play 
began on a wet wicket, Tayapiakash 
started doing things fiom the very 
first over And m a couple of overs 
he had grabbed three wickets 

The wicket at the Wankhede Sta 
dium fo! the Duleep Trophy and the 
Deodhar Tiophy matches, which 
were played within a few days of 
each other, was more responsible 
for the decisions than the players 
who actually participated, Ashok 
Mankad, West’s skipper, decided to 
just stay their and hold the innings 
together. He was helped to a great 
extent by Rajendia J^eja to ensur¬ 
ing that West reached a total of 177. 

Jadeja, who had a stint with the 
Minor Counties in English County 
cricket, figured once again when 
South batted. He tied their bats¬ 
men in knots and with Ashok Man 
kad bowling his off-spinners effec¬ 
tively the two put West back m 
the game with South Zone's tally 
reading 72 for 4, But then Brijesh 
Patel, who has the technique foi 
^ one-day games, took command and 
steered South past West's score in 
the 52nd over. 


HABESH MUNWANL Bombay 




Changes 

needed 

for 


Karachi 

M. A. K. PATAUDI 


TymiENEVEH A TEAM IS AT 
W the losing end of a match, 
the captain and his advisers think 
in ti^rms of changing the combi¬ 
nation, and this must presently be 
the main thought occupying 
Bedi's already worried mind. 
Normally the changes to be made 
are clear., but In this case one 
factor has complicated the situa¬ 
tion. None of the bowlers who 
was meant to get wickets has 
be^en successful so much as that 
Iqbal Qasim is yet to be seen with 
his pads on. 



Kopfl Den bettitf rested 

Is It. therefore, Ume to be dras* 
tic and break up this trio ot 
spinners which over the last 10 
years has been mainly respon¬ 
sible for Indian victories, or 
should they be given another 
chance 7 Success must be rc- 
iittarded as failure censured, and 
go should Ghavri be introduced 
ip place of a spinner and India 
go into the mat» with only two 
legular spinners, with Ghavri 
helpnag out in that department? 
If $o. who should be replaced 
Prasanna or Chandrasekhar? Or 

« we leave out a batsman 
(ohinder or a bowler like 
Kapil Dev? And what about Vem 
hot? Though there is no guaram 
toft that he will make an Tmpres* 
mn, Ipratianna has not, will 



Ghom^: Must come m 


a change of style and thought 
bear some fruit? 

Since all batsmen have at one 
time or the other given a good 
account of themselves, including 
Mohmder at Bahawalpur, it seem« 
a little unnecessary and perhaps 
a little dangerous to change the 
batting line up. 

This at least reduces the prob¬ 
lem, to Wit whethei Ghavri re 
places a spinner or Kapil Dev, 
and if the. latter is the case, 
does Venkat gel a look m 

It IS SIX of one and half a 
dozen of the other, but mtuitively 
one would like to see India retain 
three spmneis, mainly because 
spin is her main strength Also 
one feels that Bedi may even bo 
doing and India a service if Kapil 
and he i$ asked tn help out with 
the drinks rather than bowl oa a 
Wicket which will be by all ac¬ 
counts a close relation in ti-xtuie 
and temperament to the one m 
Faisalabad Kapil can be develop¬ 
ed into a fine all rounder It is bet¬ 
ter, perhaps, to save some heart¬ 
break at this early part of this 
career. One would also like to 
see Venkat manage the off-spin 
department. As already men¬ 
tioned, it may not have a decisive 
impact, but it would be inleres*^. 
ing to sec how he has developed 
over the last two years Also, it 
would make the fielding a little 
more athletic 

Whatever Bcdi decides, one 
thing is certain. The chances of 
a result seem remote, the chan'- 
ces of what may become an aim¬ 
less exercise more so and, as in 
the first Test, the villian's part 
to be played by the wicket. 
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(^huuhaYi pulls u loose delwery frotn Afushta<j 













A dejected Gavaskar returning to the pavilion in the sercnd innings 23 


Bengal 
supreme 
in football 

H OI 01 RS Bl NOAI RlTMNin 
tin Or B C Ko\ fiuphv in th<' 
lf)lh lunioi N itionjl lootball 
( iMiiipjonship trt)iin(ing I47(> thiiii 
pnni Andhra Pradesh 3-0 Ihi* 
tourninuril was ludd in AgailaU 
from <Vroh<r ^ to Novi nibrr 1 
B( ri^d! halving won both Iho jiiniut 
and <-1 nioi N itionais thus i?stabhshi»d 
its SOI It r upiMfiKy in the rountiv 

Bi ng d moved into lh< fmil loi ilu 
ninth him sinit tm* imiplion of thi 
limimimrit in l%? b> vnlue ot a 
A 2 win ovei Kuiidtakd iii the tie 
bn iker ol thi second leg scmifiml 
In thi tiist-lig ihf y wire tield I I 
Ihis w Is the eighth time Ihit Ri ngal 
eimrecd champion I hey had c ii li 
f»r b n gi d the tiophy in 67 08 

/d n 73 ind 77 while OtJhi and 
Mvsoii w(i(» loml holders in 63 
Delhi won in 03 K m istlnii m 01 
Andhi.i in 00 ind 70 Oiissi & 
Kirill p mtly in 09 md Keiala m 
7? and J 5 

rhlunior Nationals is nslncUd 
to bovs under 19 >eir> nf age ITir 
tiophy wis presented to jierprtuatc* 
the me morv of the late Dr B C Roy 
b\ the Indian F ootball Assoriation 
(II A) while the ninncisup trophy 
w IS pi es< cited by Mr M Outta Rav 



Kashinalh 
iti the I mat 
the Uu n piesidtnt ol 
J oolhall ft delation 


Pal allLTripts an uristu header aqatnsl {ndhra 

the All India 


Tin Ago tala Nation d* with 
riipura pi lyed hosts foi the hisL 
tiim wilt supposed to luvi staited 
trmn Of tube i 2 but w is delayed hv 
two daNs due to non ai rival of the 
paTtnipahng Stales following the 
de\ isl ihng floods m West Bengal 
which diMupteel both r nl and road 
conuMumcations Altogether 19 States 
p 111 in pate d 

Inpuii lamil N cdu Kirnataki. 
()i iss I Puniab Bengil and Andhia 



thr Alt I Pn sident, /\urul Amin, ffrr'>crilinq the l>r B ( Roy Iroiihy to 
ihnqat bktppei Sumit Baqcht. 
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enlercd the quarter hn ils In the list 
foiii slige Fiipuia be it Keiala 10 
Kurnataka defeatcMl lamil Nadu 3-0 
Andhra Piadesh had \ fjeile 3-1 win 
ovei Or^bsa and Bengal defending 
(fnmpions be at Punjab 3 \ liipura s 
emlM into the final was stalled b 
Aiulhia by a 14 defe it and Bcnig d 
hid the better of K irnatak j 4 2 in 
the tie Of( iker This milch was the 
most cluselv fought in the touina 
iiient 

Right striker Christopher of Arulhia 
stoied the most number of goals (II) 
while kltsliikc^r Abam ol 

InpiJia netted 10 goals 

local foothill enthuaistis hid 

gieal cxpec tatmns that they would 
be abb to lenn about modern foot 
ball tie Iks but all the teams m 
eluding Bengal played according to 
the old 4 24 method 

Some of the juniors who showed 
piiimi'^e of shaping into mature play 
ors wf^re Bengal - right stopper 
Siidip Chattel jee If ft back Biswapt 

Basil li ft out Piiti (ihosal right out 
Kshin dh Pil hit stopper Him an 
II dd II light hack Pi an (.opal Das 
tight half Siuriit Bagchi, Karnataka - 
goalkeeper La7jrus left stopper 
Kauiuakaian right stopper Uin i 
Mahe swar right striker T Babu 
Itftshikei Rozaiio and right out 
Udai Klim 11 Andhra — light halt 
Franeis Xaviei right stiiker Christo 
phei left driker Stephen and left 
hall M Mohan, Kerala—i ight strike^r 
P Ashokan left striker M Banian 
left sloppM O K Ihrlakan and right 
out Anil Kumir, Punjab—left out 
Mahinifi Singh IJIlai Piadfsh - 
letthdl) Suiong Bahadur Ihapa, 
light striker V P Cjaley, goalkeeper 
Kanidl Bov, Harvana -iight-stopper 
Bipiaiit Bhowmifk right bark Kama 
lesh Deb Barma, nehl half Maran 
Das and right striker Abani Gope 

A CORRESPONDENT 
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Renuka 

steals 

honours 

S RI LANKA'S 17 YEAR-OLD SWIM 
ming niar\el, Renuka Ranasighe, 
who won all her fi\e events 'netting 
four new records, cornered the 
glory in the IndoSii Lanka Bangla 
desh aquatic meet held at the 
Trivandrum Watci Works swimming 
poo! on October 28 and Octobei 29 
While Sn Lanka won the women’s 
championship India won the men s 
and oveiall championship with a tallv 
of IM points 

‘T’m not at all satisfied as rnv 
timings here are below mv be^^t,” 
was Rcniika’s comment on her pti 
formance She bettered her own 
timings in thiee events—100 M batk 
stroke in 1 nun 171 sx*c, 200 M 
freestyle in 2 27 S sec, 400 M free 

sl>lc in 5 114 s(H And crowning it 

all was the grand tiniing ol 1 07 7 

seconds m the 100 M tree style 
Renuka laced v^ry little opposition 
from Anitfi Sood and Ramadevi 
Pisharassiar md was a winnor Irom 
th<‘ starting block 

A 24 v'eai old Puniab businessman 
^ushil Kohli emerged the fa dost 
swimmer in the absence ot ii S 
Nan (lacking’ S8 6 snonds m the 100 
M freestyle The record in this event 
stands m the riainc ot G S Nair at 
f>8 I second Sn t anka’s first gold 
in the iiien'N ■e\ent came when T 
Speldewinde brought in a new timing 
ui the 200 M hiitlerflv stroke The 



lUrnika Hnmc? of all fiit cunl 
Stic look pari, hilt still noL 
satisfied utfh her t*mmg^ 


Rangl, desh national inthem was pla 
ed lo^ the lust tune when Moshraft 
won till 100 M bickslroki in a reioid 
lime ot 1 09 2 seconds 


Anil Gan ill maintained the form 
which he exhibited at the Bhopal 
nationals winning the 400 M freestyle 
(4 tl sir ) and ISOO M fieestyl'’ m 

19 Ifi 2 seconds lie finishcMt almost 

20 metres ahead of his iivals in the 
400 metres Ganju’s nice easy rhythm 
had no equal But it is ohvious he 
has scope fur improvement He is 
all Set to ortiJDV the posilicn which 
M S Kana hf Id in Indian aquatics 

9be Sn Lanka women quartet led 
bv Rmasinghe finished the 4X100 
'Conttniicd on Page 27) 


[he start of the 200 m butterfly in uhtrh Sn I aiikan T Speldewmde won 
with a record time 



'I'm sick of 
swimming' 

<i|'VE BFLN IN llir WATER 

1 too long and Tm suk of swim 
niing. The Asian Gamc> will be my 
last meet *’ These an nut the 
words of an ageing swimmei on the 
decline, but those of 17 year old 
Sii Lanka, swimnier, Renuka 
Ranasinghe, who was speaking to 
SiH>risworld attn being crowned 
the Oue'=*n* of the international 
tiiangulai meet. 

( ailing it a day when one is at 
the piimc* of one s ca^ix'r a 
hmIIj Dunful decision to make 
That too at an age when athletes 
usually ui all set to Take the 
plunge’ But Renuka had no 
ambitious and no fixed targets 
Nothing but the urge to swim 
and will 

Renuka hjs ihcady qualified for 
the \siaii (limes m Hit* 100 M 
biickstiokf' JOO M tieestyle and 
medley relay If -^he is in form 
sht IS likeK to turn out a few 
surprises He* best tunings art 
ion M backstroke I mm lb 
seconds, 100 M Ireeslyle I Ob 
seconds ancl 2 42 seconds foi the 
iiidtvuhial medley 

Asked about hei favourite event 
she replied ‘Last yeas, my 
favourite evi*nt was the* fieestyle 
but now it s the 100 M backstroke 
It keeps (hanging every year 

fui a 17 \eai old she has done J 
good bit of globe trotting, going as 
far as Peking for an International 
i J riendship meet She has also 
boi n to Singapore Manila and 
even Bangkok foi the Asian Age 
C.roup championships In all these 
intc rnatiunal meets she luined out 
cn*dilable peilormances ‘ Mv pio- 
udest moments were whem I 
fit came the only Sn Lankan to 
win three, bion/e medals in the 
Bangkok Age Group meet and 
tuui medals in the tnendship meet 
at Peking I'll always cherish 
those memorable occasion " 

No less than eight IndoSri 
T.aiika meet records, including the 
two lelav events, stand in the 
name of Ranasinghe Which is, of 
course an unparalleled achieve 
men! lack ot competition at 
home has been a retarding factor 
in Renuka’s swimming caieer, 
spanning seven year-. 

Soft spoken and unassuming, 
Renuka is a Grade 12 student at 
the St Bridget’s Convent, Colombo 
Renuka learned swinmiing when 
she waa eight and entered the 
competitive field at 10 It was Mr 
H F Zame who taught her the 
’higher techniques’ of swimming 
Henuka also plais table tennis 
badminton and water polo. 

BK J 
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medkv relay in a record Hme of 5 
min 18.0 seconds. Anita Sood» doing 
the last lap for India, was left 25 
metres behind—another clear indica* 
ticn of the superiority of the Sri 
Lanka women. 

To Tehsildar Singh went the credit 
of breaking the 10-year record in the 
200 M breaslroke. He clocked 2: 47.5 
sec. Vacant Cadge, who had a bad 
time at Edmonton, proved that he 
had no equal in diving in this sub^ 
continent, emerging first in the high- 
board diving with 3B7.40 points. 
Gadge exhibited fine coordination and 
poise and was lustily cheered by the 
large crowd, especially for his last 
three dives. Dam Bahadur, who had 
also made the trip to Edmonton^ 
claimed the gold in the spring-board 
diving, earning 475.95 points. 
Chandana Sarkar made the tri colour 
fiag Huttei once again as she won the 
high-board diving, while Glenda 
D’Souza lived up to her reputation, 
winning the spring-board diving 
evTiUs with 310 10 points. 

The Bangladeshi swimmer to ini- 
must was sturdy Moshraff, who 
won two events, with a new timing 
tor The JOO M backstroke. Lutfur 
Hehnian was the second Bangladeshi 
to win, rlofking 2* 315 in the 200 
M breast stroke. Bangladesh collected 
40 points, pushing Sri Lanka to the 
lliird place in the men’s division, 
w'hlch was a very commendable show 
for a team participating Its second 
international meet. 

Both Sii T.anka and India bettered 
the record in the 4x100 freestyle 
relay. Scoring I wo goals in quick 
siKcession in the last quarter, India 
turned the tables on Sri Lanka in the 
water polo final, winning 4-3. 

Even though the participation of 
the Indian swimming team in the 
Asian Games was not confirmed^ the 
Indian swimmers went all out to 
reach qualifying standards. But ex¬ 
cept Anil Ganju, few impressed. 
Anita Sood became the ‘silver girl*, 
pocketing five silver medals. She was 
always finishing behind Renuka 
Hanasinghe. But Anita is very young 
and can learn a lot from Renuka. 
Ramadevi also performed creditably* 
winning four bronze. 

Pending approval by the Govern- 
meat, the Swimming Federation of 
India announced the names of seven 
swimmers and 21 water polo players 
for the second camp at Madras. The 
probables were asked to make their 
own boarding arrangements ‘*as the 
camp has not yet been sanctioned by 
the Government’*. 

The “swim-past” by participants 
from, the three countries, with their 
flags and lighted torches on poles, 
looked majc.stic in the serene dark¬ 
ness. Fireworks exploded to add a 
‘Deepavali colour' to the closing 
ceremony. The next meet will be 
held in Dacca. 

BINOO K. JOHN, Trivandrum 


Open golf: 

Brothers 

dominate 

CAN BE NO DOUBT 
1 that brothers Noni*. and lam* 
sbedC 25 and 28 respectively, are the 
learndg professionals in India todav. 
ThiA they proved most conclusively 
by coming first and * second in the 
Bs 3S.0O0 Wills Master Open Golt 
Championship at Calcutta. The toui • 
nameflt played at the Old Course c>l 
the Royal Calcutta Golf Club, con¬ 
cluded on November 5. 

Noni received Rs 5,000 for winn 
mg the meet with a 72-holc aggregate 
of 310. He also won Rs 200 lor the 
best final round card of 75. Jarn- 
shed tied with veteran international 
add aniatpur, Ashok Malik, for the 
second spot with 311. He took home 
Rs 3,300, Defender Rohlas Singh ol 
Delhi, who had won the last tourna 
meat at Bombay, skidded to fifth 
place with 319. 

Entries were mudi lower this yeai, 
82 (43 pros Si 19 amateur), compared 
to 110 at Bombay There were nine 
inexplicable withdrawals at the last 
minute. International Lakshmau 
Singh, who came just in time tor the 
tournament from Taiwan, played a 
disastrous 80 in the first 18 holes 
and opted out because of backache. 

The start did not augur well as 
there was a very strong breeze and 
the course, was playing long because 
erf rain prior to the competition. At 
the end of the first IB holes, Malik 
lead with 73 while Delhi’s Om Fra- 
kash followed three shots behind to 
earn the award for the day’s best 
score. Malik maintained his lead 
the next day with a score of 80, 
4irhile Alan Singh, playing with his 
brand new set, bettered his 81 by 
four shots to level with Noni, who 
returned an identical 79 in both 
rounds. Ram Dayal’s best second 
round card of 75 put him back into 
the picture. He trailed behind Malik 
by two strokes, closely followed by 
Sudharsan Sarkar and Jamsbed. 


After 36 holes, the fight was bet¬ 
ween Ram Dayal, Jamshed, Noni. 
Sarkar and Rohtas for the stakes 
while Malik and Alan Singh were 
leading among the amateurs. The 
third round had brought Rohtas 
back into the reckoning with a one- 
over for the day’s best score and the 
award of Rs 250. He was four 
strokes behind Malik, who still con¬ 
tinued to lead the field inspite of a 
But Jamshed was one shot be- 
bi^ the leader, with brother Noni 



iSojii, aerond * Wills Master* at 25 


trailing. Akin nan cause lo worry 
when S. R. Divecha tied with him at 
237 before taking the final thrust. 

H GAME ON THE FINAL DAY, 
November 5, was a grim battle 
for supremacy. Malik had putting 
problems and this gave him a 3-oyer 
at the turn, while Jamshed, leading 
by two strokes over Noni, wont out 
5-over. Sarkar was consistent till 
the eighth but dropped a shot at the 
turn. Noni birdied the fourth but 
suffered a rejverse at the seventh 
where he lost two strokes when the 
ball went out of bounds. He caught 
up with Malik at the tenth where the 
latter’s shot went astray. In the sub¬ 
sequent hole Malik was within an 
ace of an eagle but could only 
manage a birdie. He bettered his 
position when . Noni dropped a stroke 
on the 14th. But Malik’s lead was 
shortlived as he bunkered on the fol¬ 
lowing hole, losing two strokes, and 
bogied the last three. Noni, despite 
his ten feet birdie on the 16th, which 
gave him a two-stroke lead, finally 
won tvith only one stroke as he lost 
a stroke on the 18th. 

S HIEK NON! FIRST CAME INTO 
prominence when he won his 
first major title in 1975, the East 
India Wills Open in Calcutta follow¬ 
ed by the inaugural Wills Masters 
at Delhi. In 1977, he claimed the 
first place in the Dunlop Caddies 
title. 

He is now employed in Jamshed¬ 
pur and is a teaching pro of the 
Beldih Club there. He has been 
playing golf since he was ten and 
was earlier the caddy of Mr H. P. 
Modi, 

SUBHASH SARCAR, Calcutta 
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Nadta Htm or gym? 

gymnastics championships held 

flt Stra^bour^f France between Octobtf»r 2? anH oc 

““"japa!? Ij|sR 

a 'AM '1 •&,”1.151, 

asion matching the gymnasts* acrobatics, ^ 

•liHrliu® demonstrated an onginal stvle 

thi kg^5^Y®Yukw“Endo® ®r“v"‘’K*”A’ faithful 

the Russians were in C pu?Lit semS wnoft’’®*®''?’ 
against Japan’s 57985. In MMti-eS th?*»,!I®.2P 
narrower - 57845 and 5?685°S.^e^ady 

howe«r.®''|hte 'fc«Jma“riosf't^r\h®"® *1*®“*'- 
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Thr victorious jQpanesf> teain 



Japanese Nohuko Kayoi on the beam 


floor exercise. Incidentally, Thomas gave the USA its 
flrst world title in gymnastics. 

In the women’s events the Russians won the team 
championships. But the focus of evcrybod;y’s attention 
was on the indifferent performance of Nadia Comaneci. 
The Montreal champion who made Olympic history at 
14 returning 10 out of 10 seven times and scoring 79.275 
jut of a possible total of 80 failed to win a medal In 
the women’s combined exercises (individual) event ! She 
surrendered the limelight to two brilliant Soviet girls, 
Masha Filatova and Natalia Shaposhnikova^ However, 
Nadia captured a gold for a beautifully executed routine 
on the t^am and a silver for the vault. ‘Fhe beam is 
her strong point. As Ion Grumeza, her biographer, has 
said : ‘*What she did on that beam (in Montreal) many 
gymnasts would fear t*o do on the floor.” 

What’s wrong with Romania’s pony tailcd elfm 
acrobat ? There is a handy explanation : she is no Ion. 
gcr the “four-fooMl, 88 pound package of perky perfec¬ 
tion” she was at Montreal, You cannot blame her if she 
is blossoming into full womanhood. Which is why she 
has added to her avoirdupois (and height too—she is 
four inches taller now). But perhaps the physical deve¬ 
lopment does not tell us the whole truth, ITiere is the 
other and a far more important side. Could it bo due 
to the fact that Cupid has something to do with it ? 
For Nadia is said to be in love with a Romanian folk- 
singer twice her age and reportedly ran away twice from 
the international sports school, where she studies, to be 
with him. Rumour also has it that she even attempted 
suicide. 

At Montreal the eclipse of Olga Korbut by Nadia 
was too much for the Russians to bear. Their coa^b 
Larisa Latynina scornfully commented : ‘if Nadia is 
really so great, we will see it four years from now in 
Moscow.” Can Latynina say now that they had to wait 
only half as much? 


RAN JIT KUMAR GHOSE 



All: Will 
he quit 7 



M uhammad ali, born gas 

sius Clay, is (yea, again) at the 
crossroads. Now that he has won 
back his World Boxing Association 
heavyweight title from Leon Spinks 
be has said that he will not fight 
again. “God, 1 have suffered and 
suffered. It leally hurts. I’m ready 
for a new life,” he says. But he 
has said before that he would quit» 
and yet he has come back to the 
rm^. 

For what^ He has earned more 
money fighting than any man ever 
did, around $ 50,000,000 (Hs. 
400,000.000). But most all of that 
has gone to the tax collector, to 
divorce settlenients, to the Nation of 
Islam (the black Muslim religion), 
to charity, to triends, and to bad in¬ 
vestments. Now he IS down only to 
a few million, but that still is enough 
to live on in good style, and he can 
still make plenty or money from 
television advertisements and speak¬ 
ing tours. 

Maybe pride will bring him back. 
Some men might want to go down 
fighting, but that is not Ali*s style. 
He would want to win, or maybe he 
wants one last fling at a spectacular, 
multi-million dollar fight. 

But some of his best friends are 
telling him that now is the time to 
quit. All has been fortunate. Most 
men who have fought even half as 
many times as he has over so many 
years become “punch drunk," their 
brains damaged by too many blows 
to the head. 

However, Ali has avoided most bad 
head punches and his mind is as 
nimble now as it ever was. He is a 
surprisingly good, witty and engaijf- 
fng after-dinner speaker, which is 
more than can be said for most 
fighters. 

Yet the fact remains he was bom 
January 17/1942, and in addition to 
a number of amateur fights heioxfi 
winning the 1960 Olympic Games 
heavyweight championship he has 
fought a little over 100 Professional 
fights—something no modem heavy¬ 
weight before him has ever done. 
He has lost and regained the heavy¬ 
weight championships three times, 
something no one has ever done. And 
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he even spent two yegra, 1968 end 
1969, in idleness because he refused 
to serve in the Vietnam war. 

Even his harshest critic's admit he 
is one of the greatest heavyweight 
fighters who ever lived. When he 
regained his title recently from the 
25-year-old Spinks, Ah trained as he 
had rarely trained before, punishing 
himseif mercilessly with road work, 
sit-ups--*one of his numerous aides 
counted 8.014 sit-ups in 40 days—and 
hard, tough workouts in the ring. 

As a result he danced tor 15 
rounds around the 11-year younger 
Spinks, teaching him a lesson in 
boxing, winning decisively, and still 
as fresh at the end—apparently—as 
he was at the start. 

But when it was over he made 
none of his usual smart remarks. 

“I don't want to fight no more," 
he said solemnly, “I’ve been doing Yt 
for 25 years and you can only do so 
much wear to the body. It changes 
a man. It has changed me. I can 
sec it, I can feel it.” 

Of course there is the little matter 
of money. Ali won't talk about it nor 
will his manager, Herbert Muham¬ 
mad. But one national magazine 
estimated his net worth at $3.5, 
million which is far from being poor. 

The tax collector took more than 
half of the $50,000,000 Ali earned. 
His divorce from his first wife repu* 
tedly cost $200,000, and from his 
second, $ 6,000,000. A fast-food 
hamburger business lost substantia) 
sums of money. But more than any* 
thing else, as John F. X. Condon, 
vice-president of boxing at Madison 
Square Garden, put it' “His heart 
regulates his mind." 

He has given freely to worthy 
charities. He has probably given 
just as freely to unworthy charities, 
mostly friends who begged for 
money. When someone asked him 
what job his brother, Rahman, held 
In his training camp—at one time 
Rahman acted as his chauffeur—Ail 
replied : 

“X give him $50,000 a year That 
ain't bad for drivin* and jivin’." 

But Ali has some wise ideas about 
money, just the same. Consider the 
remark he made at a Cadillac agency 
in New York when he was h^ing 
out the black owner by creating 
publicity : “The brothers buy Eldora- 
dos and $ 1,000 alligator shoes and 
then don't have any money to buy 
beans. From now on l*m putting my 
oionev in bricks," It should be 
explained that Eldorados are very 
expensive Cadillac automobiles, that 
“the brothers" is the usual way in 
America for blacks to refer to other 
blacks, and by “bricks" Ali meant 
real estate. 

His “bricks" include an eJtpensive 
home in Chicago where he lives with 
his beautiful third wife, Veronica, 
and their two children, a training 


camp at Degr Lake^ Fa*, a Wg fgrm 
at Berrien Springs. Mioilgan, gad a 
department store building in Qeve- 
land, now unfortunately vacant Of 
late real estate in the United States 
has steadily gone up in valuer 

And what would he do if the 
Spinks fight really is his last? '*rm 
going to put 9 n a three piece suit, 
carry a briefcase, and fly around the 
world working for human rights and 
dignity. I'm going to form my own 
United Nations with headquarters in 
Washington with the flags of the 
world flying frpm the top. I'm go¬ 
ing to have a big warehouse (ma:^e 
that department store) in Cleveland 
filled with food and clothes, and 
when there is a disaster anywhere 
in the world I'm going to fly there in 
my Lear jet and help people " That's 
what be says and those who really 
know Ah believe firmly that he 
means it 

AND if he hangs up his gloves, as 
the old phrase goes, who will put 
them on^ First of all there is Larry 
Holmes, the World Boxing Counol 
heavyweight champion. It should be 
noted that the WBA title that Ali 
holds packs more prestige than the 
WBC crown, but Holmes is a mighty 
good fighter. Incidentally, the WBC 
took away the title from Spinks be 
cause for a time he refused to fight 
Ah and gave it to Ken Norton, 
another good fighter. Holmes later 
won It from Norton. 

Then there is Teophil Stevenson, 
the big, foimidable Cuban who has 
won the Olympic heavyweight crown 
twice, but Stevenson says he would 
fight Ali professionally—or anyone 
else—only if Fidel Castoo approves, 
and that doesn't seem hkely because 
as matters stand Stevenson is in line 
to win an unprecedented third 
Olympic title at tfae Moscow Olym¬ 
pics in 1980, all to the greater glory 
of communism. 

But what it all gets down to is the 
comment of the Sports Illustrated 
expert, Pat Putnam, after the fight 
in New Orleans when Ali won back 
the title he unexpectedly lost to 
Spinks seven months previously : 
“This was not the old Muhammad 
Ah, not by haif...A^ a fight it was 
not so much a contest as a demons 
tration by an old master educating 
an inexperienced youngster in the 
fine points of the craft. But dt 36 
Ali teaches a better game than he 
plays. The result was that, as a 
whole, the fight was sloppy." 

Can the proud Ali bear to read 
such comments much longer ? 

TED SMITS, New York 


Ted Smits was the General Sports 
Editor of the Associated Press for 24 
years, tie directed the AP coverage 
of all the Olympic Carnes from 1948 
to 1968, including ali the Winter 
Olympiads. Now he works as a sports 
consultant for AP and lives in New 
York, He wUl he Sportsworld 
correspondent in the USA, 







Brearley 

must 

remember 


TONY Lewis 



E NCJLANn HAVE GONE OFF TO 
Australia as buoyantly as I can 
ever remeinber They have a good 
recotd behind them, they hold the 
Ashes, and more than that, they 
have proved that England had a 
depth of talent when Kerry Packer 
came, but other countries did not. 

They are happy in their captain 
though they may not feel over-opU- 
mistic about bis hatting. Brearley 
does get matters right on the field 
and, as long as the side is successful, 
then be will not feel the beat of dis- 
content. Should England lose and 
the captain fails continually, then 
the affection of the party will doubt¬ 
less turn to criUcism. Ihat is the way 
with sport. 

It is also possible to point out 
that this Ei^iand teadi has on|y 
^ beaten mediocre opposition and that 
the crunch awaits them. Ihe play¬ 
ers can therefore reply Uiat they can 
wilt Qjsiy one match at a time and 
they have managed afinolst all of 
thm sinc e, th ey took the Ashes at 
home in 1977. Many -of them have 
en^ed the Im^ wy retired to 
set^e hno Test cricket agahwt sptih 
wpoiriOon as offered hfr Paklstaii and 
New Zealand, but who would dedy 
W them r - 



m to^^a a 
Wiehhh end s 
quke more crtckat' 

Brearley hlntself will 
every gsnie- 

Thenj, as alwaysi therp ave mihnif, 
lights fiashing in the/fast lotM' 
department. En«ddnd howhdf have 
a poor Wsthr^ e^, 
down, Rnmomher t&e kawswwpm' 
of WiHis >]^ti® LeVffV^i^ 

trouble last time; the mmiii of 
^atUewortb and of Ward tvim tame 
home from lUjngumrdi's tour as hrelfi 
as the fragile^^rts Old. 

, 1 

So, at this early stage, the fast 
men will have to combine cwi ■ ^ 
tion in the mtdqle with tbod| 
net practice. Indeed as nw J 
worth carefully nursed Snow h 
matchwinner so Brearley mu^ he 
able to unleash Willis as the inwh 
or strike bowter fust os the imednon 
arises. 

The Key man will be Bernard 
Thomas. More than a phyaiodNre* 
pist his deep understanding of ahhrt- 
ing'inhtries and of the ment^*^ 
the affheted has played a la 
in all England's successes of 

H OW QUICKEY IS AW 
recovering from the poei„ 

World Series Crfcket? Yo^ 
have been blooded in two 
a tight one against ladSa at 
which they won S-2, a|ld,.a tes 
contest m West Indies, Ogttat „ 
long as the Packer j^^ovi Imre 
the opposition. ,, 

When the West Indifis ^elftOtort 
chose a young sido ^ Andti^ 
Uans then held their owct |md 
haam reduced the eyentnat At 4im^ 
toA2 had not the fifth Tdithjtaiw cut 
shot by a bottle i^t In Kmftdfhl, 
Jamaica. 

I watched this emfirginfi 
India at firisbana ItM wfatef. 
responded smairUy to too | 
of Bohhy Simpson. & hu 
them with an attitude of 


__ Jifikperleneei 

, . . atmnen Suddooly found tlu& , 
tlhiy tsmM #at pressure op the ^ 
lug mo^tion and Kispt the seorh** ' 
hoarif cticMng^witluiut appearing %,, 
""tMk SiiittiiSQB has , i 

•modlM a iBmd opotdim batsr' 
WM, Men'totmf m SerfeOiit 9ta\, 
at) Test 'cetdory makers and .Yatrap' 
is not far hmw4> Emfinud may be 

but who kps the iMsty habit of landr 
irm the bait oh < a good length and 
. hptng tba seam on w arotrad the 
wr stamp. Biggih ^ leg apmaer^ 
wee given fay more oppe^noity " 
advance jmdsr 



.Simpson aim w the 

W«m I^Mts he took 1$ wickets 

at 2AW -- ‘ ■ 

Caribbean. 


Good bowling in tlm 



wSw 
' 1310 




qui^ti^ fioffiees. to prove' 
"mnaiU can snddenw pvo- 



ShtmMh'i final to 

ifomoi Jwkto me, 

M nmm la grade, wsM 

l^at 1 taealltid 
awottmg fm ,mw d< 
haWtTI^ the' ^ 

SowrM Bby> m 

£gA0> baa omamod hm bio 
Saardt into 4011 pages. 

Beadmab’S moMfeora from ' 
the vBlages irf Wtthei^w tm’ 
UawbrluB m Suffolk and Pkneheaffl 
fn^CkmbrhlgesMfci, tho 
.idfll eai^ wmigh some of dho wad> 
mans uong ^ way called 
selves Ikadnam- 

the book is a pmnpulSiMry piik ^ 
my cricket student's uhrary,. not bar. 
cause it ta^ you closer th Sis i 
Donald-~^it does not manage fhat-^i 
hot because It Is a work of referen<% 
wfal^ will never be dusty on the, 
ahan, so< thoughtfully and lovkigly- 
has It behh compiled, 

kow^ AmftralllaiU _ _ , , 

ht^oci from local a>idkA 

BS*T'*Ata *ah^b ^ 

jW ^ ft S ® JKoOI^ISmi OOVp 

[le’S. H w« Brtstoan's first* 
ogahirt Urn in 


f 1 Pi 

Ibf^ern was 


iPanA la AutlikHk 



Sportsworld Special 


Is the 4-2-4 
formation 
holding us 
back ? 

Former international and outstanding 
coach, P. K. BANERJEE, begins a three- 
part serial on football, tracing the forma¬ 
tions that have been tried in different 
parts of the world. 



I T WAS A BRIGHT, MID-SEPTEMBER AFTERNOON 
in Delhi. East Bengal of Calcutta were 
playing against the formidable North Korean side, Dok 
Bo Gang, in the DCM final. According to Indian stan¬ 
dards, East Bengal was fairly well prepared, having 
bcvaten Pyongyang City Club, another North Korean 
team. 3-1, in the IFA Shield final on their way to Delhi. 

But Dok Ro Gang was a better side in alt depart^ 
ments of the game. All the East Bengal Officials and 
players felt this was an unbeatable combination, espe* 
daily after they had chalked up a 7-0 victory over Inder 
Singh’s formidable Pun^b side, Leader Club, in the 
semi-final. 1 was East Bengal's coach at the time and 
the only one who felt that effective opposition could ^ 
provided, although the Koreans had scored at will in 
their previous outing even though they played at half 
pace. They normally played a 1-4-3-2 combination, but 
against weaker opposition, It became 1-3-3-3. They had 
very good ball players and understanding among them¬ 
selves—to the extent that their right midfield striker and 
the sweeper had scored two goals each against Leader 
Club. They were fiuent in attack and defence, as well 
as ih midfield preparation, while their tackling was reso¬ 
lute and inter-changing of positions vea*y intelligent. 
From midfield to goal, they had four players who were 
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almost six-footers, making it difficult for the onporittoit. 
to beat them on the ground as well as in the air. 

Considering my own team's shortcomings, 1 arrang¬ 
ed the players in a 1-3-2-4 formation. Two of my d^eil-^ 
ders, Asokelal Banerjee and Prabir Majumdar, were 
comparatively slow. But both were good ball players 
and had a clear concept of the game. I had given 
Banerjee the function of the elastic sweeper, mostly 
covering the central shooting zone—the top of the 
penalty area—with the other three defenders relieving 
him of marking duties so that he could concentrate only 
on picking up the loose ball. He was definitely the best 
header among Indian defenders and very sure in tadt- 
ling. A first-class schemer from the rear, he had good 
volleying ability with both legs. His only shortcoming 
was that he was slow and, when beaten, he had very bad 
recovery. The other defender, * Majumdar, being a 
forward-convert, was a natural attacker. He was a con¬ 
fident dribbler and intelligent game-maker. Shyamal 
Ghosh, an up-and-down safe defender, was given the 
duty of closely marking the only striker. 

My best bet was the most outstanding ^defender fn 
recent limes and one with all-round abilities of inter¬ 
national standards, Sudhir Karmakar. I gave him both 
marking and covering duties. 

In midfield, I had two different characters. Goutam 
Sarkar, being the best ball-retreiver in midfield, was 
given the duty of stabilising the midfield so as to act as 
a defensive screen in front of the stopper-backs in times 
of pressure. He. was a person made for the job. 
The second was the beautiful ball player, Samaresh 
Choudhury, who had superb ball-skill and command 
over passing. With a split-second decision, he had the 
ability to pass the ball^-^with precision and accuracy— 
to distances up to of 30 and 40 yards. But he was lacking 
in fighting spirit. 

For that, I engaged Mohammed Habib, another tena¬ 
cious ball player with the added advantage of having 
defensive qualities which enabled him to stabilise the 
midfield when in need. In attack, my two winger*— 
Subhas Bhowmik and Swapan Sengupta — were asked 
to stretch the opposing defence while striker Akbar was 
to engage the last man in their deep defence. Thus, 
their sweeper needed a cover, so one stopper as well as 
the sweeper were engaged to move away from the ball to 
the other flank when Bhowmik was moving along the 
right. And, to cope with Bhowmik's powerful run and 
Immediate penetration, they needed another man in sup¬ 
port. This was naturally posing a problem to them— 
without the support of that free back. 

In East Bengal's case, once in possession of the bail, 
we -did not play one-touch football like the Koreans. 
Instead, the boys played in cheir natural style : “Keep 
possession of the ball, if needed, dribble confidently and 
then pass to your man. Slow down the pace of the game 
and tnen attack at maximum speed with inter-changing 
movements." The Koreans were shaken out of their 
rhythm in trying to meet these uneMected variables— 
which all added up to a spectacular fare. 

After the first day’s game, it was proved beyond 
doubt that we were not inferior to this team, which had 
nine players of the North Korean team for the World 
Cup in 1966 in their ranks. Though my team was not 
readily prepared to play on for 120 minutes, the boys 
fought grimly till the end—despite the fact that fouf of 
them had attacks of cramps during the game. When the 
North Korean side refused to play extra time after the 
match ended In a draw, the trophy was awarded to East 
Bengal. Along with the milling spectators, Dr Bharat 
Bam, president on the occasion, Mr Dharma Vira, for¬ 
mer West Bengal Governor, -Mr Pranah Mukherjee, the 
then Union Finance Minister, Mr Arvind NetaiUr former 
Union Deputy Minister for Education, and Mr Priya 
Banjan Das Munshl, the then President of the Youth 
Congress, rushed over to congratulate the side, which 
had made all Indians proud, on the occasion and proved 
that we, too, could produce good football with a little 
more dedication and effort for such occarions. 



of We^t Germany scortny against Lngland seconds before the final whistle m the *66 World Cud fmal 
which England went on '"to win m extra itme ^ 


Similar was the case with Mohun Bagan, when they 
met Ardfcit Eicvan of the USSR in this year’s IFA 
Shield final A Super I eaguc team of the Soviet Union 
and a familiar name in ^a^t Europe, Aiaiut was stunned 
by Mohun Bagan’s counter attack and somehow manag¬ 
ed to even out the honours in difficult ground conditions 
This tiTne 1 started with a 1-4 2-3 combinafion to lull 
the opponents into beheving that Mohun Bagan were 
going to follow the footsteps of their rivals fn the SPini- 
final, East Bengal, wh® had gone down by a goal. When 
the Ararat side became sure that they would triumph 
easily--especially when they took the lead—T brought 
mv trump card, changing the formation to 1-3-24. 
paid dividends despite the fact that our preparation was 
not up to international standards. 

'PHE FOREGOING EXAMPLES HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
* to show that a rigid formation is wither feasible 
mr desirable. What is of utmost importance is the phy¬ 
sical fitness of players and sustained, continuous training 
in order to mould the players into a well-knit unit 


This is like putting the cart before the horse. 
Formations are not the result of mere fancy. They are 
the outcome of prolonged research and assessment of 
pros and cons over a considerable period of time. Eadi 
FoiiUdtion has its own scientific rationale with Ihb 
aspects for and against weighed carefully 

When Herbert Chapman of Arsenal (England) 
changed his team's line up from the two-back game to 
the WM formation (3-2-5) re organising the defe.nce, he 
had taken into account several reasons. Two of these 
are discussed below 

His format enabled his team to mark and stop the 
free moving, tank-bke centre-forwards (bke Dixie Dean, 
who was scoring plenty of goals). To do this, he brought 
the centre-half bark to act as a check on the centre- 
forward's free, unmarked movement Secondly, there was 
the extra advantage under the new offside rules The* 
formation gave more width and depth to the deep 
defence as well as cover to the side backs. 


A few yeais ago when the AIFF came up with its 
announcement that India would henceforth play to a 
third-back formation which Mr Rahim, ray erstwhile 
coach, had adopted for the I960 Olympics and the *62 
Asian Games, there was a general feeling of shock 
among players, coaches, officials, journalists—in short, 
almost all experts connected with the game. This scheme 
was the result of a haphazard "Coaches Symposium" 
organised at Gauhati. Incidentally, most of the top 
coaches of the country did not take part in the sympo¬ 
sium for one reason or the other. 


These sudden and Quite irrelevant decisions help 
typify the prevailing attitudes towards problems about 
wnidi our knowledge is not very sound. The team 
Mr Rahiin handled was, individual]^ and collectively, oi 
a dasa completefy diflferent from what is available now. 
We still have so Htfle knowledge about the theory ol 
the football tbet the formations are prepared accoi^S 
to the players' ihiUty but the players are not trained tc 
pbqr WD^erittiig in fhp f^jnnatioik 


But, by bringing back that all-round footballer, the 
attacking centre-half, to play policeman, the character of 
the game, and of the player as well, was changed. 
Instead of directing attacks, the centre-half became a 
powerful tackier, header and spoiler, while the former 
side-halves took the responsibility of linkmen or game- 
makers. 

This was the first tactical change in the formation 
since 1863, and was only surpassed by the more organis¬ 
ed defensive system used by the then Swiss coach, Carl 
Happen, to allow the national side to fight superior 
attacking teams. This was called the "Verru" or "Bolt" 
svstvm. 

lUU HAVE A MISCONCEPTION ABOUT ATTACK- 
mg play. If we go back 106 vears, we will find 
that in the first official "international" between England 
and Scotland at Glasgow. England played with one oack, 
one half-back and eight Foiwards (1-18 formation). 
Against this. Scotland had a better logical balance, with 
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two backs, two half backs and six forwards But the 
result of the match, to the astaiushment of all, was a 
goalless draw 

Todav a lot of people think that with a 1-1 8 forma 
tion d team can score many goals while conceding quite 
a few too But this cannot happen for the simple season 
that when the “enemy” is m possession of the ball, the 
eight forwards will have to fall back to lemforco the 
defence. Even with a 1 I 8 formation if the defenders 
do not show enough eagerness and ability to run upheld 
and give support to the attack once tliev are in posses 
Sion of the ball, there viill be no tangible result and, 
consequently no score. There is m addition anothei 
big factor—the workload and the fatigue hairier How 
many players can go into the attack and come back at 
full speed to consolidate the defence m a 90minut|" 
match even if we accept that his skills aie otherwise 
perfect^ 

Chapman’s WM formation was a milestone In 
modern football Right up to World War II, this was 
the most widely accepted system whuh had gamed the 
regaid of coaches and managers all ovoi the woilci, 
hairing a few in Euiopean countries The innovation of 
Happen in 1930 which came to be known as the ‘Swiss 
boll’ system, came up as a protection to weaker teams 
in then effort to restrict the scoring of more powerful 
opposition He biought one forward player behind to 
mark a specific Hankman and restrict h’s moscnien*s In 
this, Happen was very sunessful 

But in India, we continued with the two hack *2 
game till as late as 1957 Ihougti it was claimed by the 
late B D (hatleijee and the late A Hahrni that tluv 
had tried a new idea since 1955 51> in local conqiotilioas 
it was actually Eastern Railway Sports ( luh under thr 
stewardship of Mr T Shome vvhirlj took the “courage 
ous” step of playing to Chapman’i, 33veai old 1 urination 
and won the Calcutta Football League^ in 1918 

In the year 1956, at the Meibnuine Olvmpus 
Mr Rahim, after his expeuenies m Soviet tour 

changed the Indian formation to the till then untiied 
WM He went one step fur tin i in bringing \»kh‘l Nundv 
to start in the right inside position but to uUunat* )v 
withdraw to give support to the m'dh(.\dtrs virtiiiHy 
playing as a medio with two other halves I his was 
tiled 4g«iinst Yugoslavia and helped lestrut that team 
to just a few goals in the serm final It was 'X big step 
forward for Mr Rahim after the nightmarish experience* 
against Yugoslavia in the ’52 Helsinki Olympic', when 
India lost 1 10 Mr Rahim’s inspiration came horn Gus 
tav Sebes’ Hiingaiian team of some yens lioni 1952, 

Several innovations have been tried since the 1950 
World Cup This became evident when the ’52 Olympic 
champions Hungary beat the father of world football 
England, bearding the lion in its own den, at Wembley, 
6 3, and went on to thrash the team in the Budapebt leg 
of the competition by an even bigger maigm, 7 1 The 
England side at that tune included surh levered names 
as Mathews, Finney, Billy Wiighl, Ramsey, Natlofthouse, 
Tony Lawton and others Thi*, was the fiist occasion 
when England tasted defeat at Wembley—after 90 years 
of football there' 

T hat was the day modern football was 

born Gustav Sebes, the Hungarian coach then, had 
a problem. He did not have a tank like forward of the 
calibre of England's Nat Lofthouscor Lawton. He had, 
instead, a skilful centre-forward who preferred to play 
from the rear So he reorganised the attacking forma* 
tion by bringing the centre-forward down to play with 
the great Bozsik, keeping as left-mside Ferenc Puskaa 
(with a lethal left-footer and great accuracy) and as 
right-mside Kocsis (a dangerous header and shooter, 
who had a phenomenal double jump and staying power 
in the air — unmatched even today) The world's most 
feared stopper at the time, Billy Wright of England, had 
no clue about whom to mark and how to cover the two 
side-backs and his zone. Among the latter was All 
Ramsey, the successful England coach for the 1966 



















St Ayilc^i Mathrus m a< 


World Cup and an ackiiouledgod tactjcian, who also had 
no idt a of v\hal was going on or how to tackle the 
maiauding Foiwaids Fhev were completely befuddled 
as sometiincs llidegkufci, iiom the lear, or Puskas made 
life niisciablc foi them Those beautiful ball-playing 
Mdgyajjs -Puskas, Ilidegkuti, Kocsis and Boszik—made 
rings round ihcir opponents with then uncanny under- 
sidriding and superb skill, making use of the whole pitch. 

If we sludy the matches played then, it becomes 
clear that the Hungarians weie pioneers in the art of 
place changing Iheie was left-half Zakanas going down 
to support the deep defence by the side‘of the stopper 
back and Hidegkiiti creating moves after falling back to 
midheld with mastermind Bozsik The team was almost 
pLiying to the 4 24 formation Whatever it was, it cei 
tainl> revolutionised the game 

I N 1958 VICENIP FEOLA THE BRAZILIAN COACH, 
sot his team to a rigid 4 2-4 combination. His reasons 
for the new fotmation were different fiom that of 
Sebes He had a brilliant ball-player in Oidi but Oidi 
was too slow as a striker To combine with him he had 
the gieat Zito, a powerful man with tremendous attack¬ 
ing ability who constantly fed a series of passes upheld 
to Gainncha, Vava, Pele and Zagalo Another factor 
that Fiola considered was that in the three-back forma¬ 
tion the stopper, in addition to maikirig his man, had to 
cover the side-back if the latter was threatened b;y the 
opposition's winger If the ball was immediately switched 
to the other flank, it was impossible for the stopper to 
cover 75 yards within the time needed by the opposition 
to score from that side. If the opposition played with 
two strikers and two wingers, it was Impossible to play 
with three backs. 

In fact, aPer the 1958 World Cup success, every 
other team in ihc world followed the 4-2-4 combinatioa, 
believing it to be all-proof. But a team playing another 
with the same formation tended to face several prob¬ 
lems, though the defence was now more logically cover¬ 
ing the spaces and the opposing forwards. But every 


time there was a team expert at place-changing it threw 
the other side out of gear in the matter of marking and 
covei mg 

If we analyse the 1962 World Cup game carefully, 
we will find that Brazil was alieady changing into what 
was almost a 4 3 3 combination This came about because 
left winger Zagalo was falling back, primarily to lure 
the opposite side back and create space behind him to 
be exploited by Pele, Amarildo, Gamncha and Vava. 
Then, to give support theie were Didi and Zito 

The world was virtually moving towards total foot¬ 
ball by then In fact, total football was born the day 
Brazil met Chile m the ’62 World Cup semi final. In 
that match the ebullient left winger Zagalo made a goal- 
Ime save when the deep defenders and the goalkeeper 
were beaten if to match this, the powerful side back 
purely a defendei went all the way upheld in an over¬ 
lapping movement to cieale the \ital goal for one of his 
teammates to scoie 

The 1%6 World Cup brought a furthei change m 
strategies England playing on home ground, won the 
World flip for the first lime Their coach, Sir Alf 
Ramsey faced tremendous criticism when he clipped his 
two wingers after three years of experimentation with 
various formations Ultimately, he brought in several 
stiikers not only in his attacking line, but in midfield 
as well Though he had m his arsenal one ot the 
world’s finest left wingers, Bobby Charlton, he chose lo 
held him as central midhelder His was a peculiar 
system matched onlv by the Italians who were playing a 
sweepei (Calenaccio) behind the foui backs, a formation 
perfected by the great roach Helcnio Hen era, which used 
Ihe four backs to tightly mark the opposing forwards— 
giving no space oi time— and the free back to cover all 
the players and the vital empty spaces Ramsey’s pecu¬ 
liarity lav in hi'* using a fifth back as a sweeper in front 
of the others Though Ramsey came in for a lot of hard 
words for not keeping place on the wing for a player of 
Terry Paine’s calibre, he proved his point by not only 
winning the Cup but also conceding a minimum number 
of goals 



No let-up even at half ivtne m mfemilionais 


By then it was evident that the world was moving 
very speedily towards total football. Though every speci¬ 
fic position requires » special type of play in order to 
derive maximum benefit from the rectangular field, it is 
evident that there is no more room for a half-and-half 
player. Gone are the days when forwards would wAit 
to receive a tailor made pass at their feet befoie getting 
into motion. In the days of yore, if a forward had, by 
chance, lost the ball to an opposing playei, he would 
either stand still or stroll towards the half-hne. 

To be continued 
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Sportswond Exclusive 


Bossism in 
T.T.: The case 
of Ranga 
Ramanujan 

Sports officials, though important, have 
remained vague figures. They are always 
criticised but are rarely identified. 
PANKAJ BUTALIA, leading T.T. player 
and secretary of the T.T. Players' Asso¬ 
ciation of India, breaks this mysterious 
taboo by writing on T.D. Ranga Rama¬ 
nujan, President of the T.T. Federation 
of India and possibly the most remark¬ 
able sports official in India. 


I FIND IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO WRITE THIS 
feature. Writing about someone involves making a 
value Yodgment about a person, which I am loathe to do. 
T I). Ranga Ramanuian is a very complex person. I am 
still not clear what I think ot him so how can I write 
about him? Nor do I think I will be able to ^onn a 
better idea in time. For Ranga Ramanujan is a bundle 
of contradictions. To me too he has meant different 
things at different times. 

Pei haps what I can do is to think aloud—to put 
down the various images that stay in my mind without 
making anv conscious effort to iron out contradictions 
and without trying to construct another image of him. 

I am told bv many that Ranga is the most outstan¬ 
ding ‘sports offidar of the country. 1 would not put it 
that way. I would say that he is definitely the most 
outstanding organiser of sports events in the country 
(why stop at sports events—I would say he is one of the 
most outstanding ‘organisers* in the country, of anything 
from daily life to religion). But 1 would like to re.serve 
judgment on his being a good sports official. For two 
reasons: One, J don’t believe officials are necesiary as 
a separate category in sports and, two, even granting 
they are, 1 don’t think a subjective, introverted painar- 
chial, and authoritarian person like Ranga is the best 
suited. 

Yet I feel this is a role that he has almost naturally 
slipped into by the sheer weight of his personality. And 
I suspect he wears it as a facade with a slight tongue-m- 
cheek altitude Like any clever person surrounded by 
mediocre ones, he knows that one way of establishing 
and retaining his hold over them is to swamp, drawn, 
muffle and confuse them with his authority. But Tm not 
very sure that he likes the role. It is as if it were the 
only one he could adopt given the calibre of the people 
sui rounding him. And I see in him a tendency to shun 
iti—as if he were tired of the role. But there is a com- 
pulsiveiiess, perhaps bred out of habit, pcihaps out of a 
lack ot confidence In others, that makes him go on and 
on 
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Ranga A bundle of contradictions 


Wlio is Ranga? President of The Table Tennis Fede¬ 
ration ol India since 1970 and one of its most influential 
office bearers lor the past 30 years, formei Vice Piesident 
of the International Table Tennis Fedeiation; one of the 
toundeis of the Asian Table Tennis Federation, architect 
of two world table tennis championships in India—at 
Bombay in 1952 and Calcutta in 1975; pioneer office bea¬ 
rer of various sports bodies of the countiy like the All 
India Council of Sports, Rajkumdn Anirit Kaur Coaching 
Scheme and others 


r ERE ARE INNUMERABLE STORIES ABOUT HIS 
‘ascent* to the top. Some uncharitable and unfair 
ones speak of a ‘rags to riches* story in bitter, envious 
tones. OF how he was merely a clerk in the office of 
Anthon\ DeMello and of how he connived and conspired 
to overthrow his /boss' ^nrf .of how he entrenched him- 
.self in his position, etc. There are other, less biased 
versions. His own is that he was an official of the Mad¬ 
ras Table Tennis Association, worked with the Table 
Tennis Federation of India in various capacities befpre 
he was elected its Secretary m the early Fifties, and that 
he helped in the organisation of the World Champion¬ 
ships at Bombay, etc. 


Be that as it may, there can be no denying that there 
is tremendous initiative in the man. It is difficult to 
imagine how he coul dhave been kept out anywav. He 
was in table tennis, there was a need in the TTFI of 
persons who could handle its affairs efficiently, and who 
could do it better than him ? (Here 1 mUAt once again' 
claiify that 1 do not equate handling the affairs of TTFI 
with promotion of the game). And it is this capacity of 
his to handle the affairs of bodies effectively that took 
him not only to the forefront of the TTFI but also of 
international bodies like the International Table Tennis 
Federation and the Asian Table Tennis Federation. He 
also found favour with Government bodies like SNIPES, 
AlCS etc. 



And then one thing followed 3 nother. Ranga is a 
pioneer in many ways: Arranging matches the world 
over—in China. Singapore, Yugoslavia and many other 
places: taking the initiative lo organise World Champion' 
ships in India (anybody who has seen a table tennis 
world championshio will know that in scale and organ!' 
sntion it is probably next only lo the Olympics and the 
Asian Games; in establishing a network of tourna 
ments all over the country whidi enable the game tn be 
run smoothly. 

All this can be appreciated much better if one looks 
at the other officials involved in the running of the game. 
Most of them are satisfied with their dominions—satis¬ 
fied that they run the show in their Herrilories*—none 
really bothered about players or about their relationships 
with the game. Wliat is worst* is that few are capable 
of even organising routine activity in their Stales effi¬ 
ciently and regularly. In such a situation a man like 
Ranga with a precise, organised mind has to dominate. 

But at what cost? Extreme centralisation of decision 
making, creation of a powerful centre, tind the perpetua¬ 
tion of power. With the centre becoming such an impor¬ 
tant position power struggles around it become uglier 
and uglier. ^ And who but Ranga can stay one move 
ahead of the- others, using all the tricks of the trade 
better than the others: whether it be reaching under 
standings with ‘enemies* or bargaining, horse-trading and 
what have you 

A ll these squabbles in the federation 

would be of no con.sequence if they did not touch 
playeis or the game in a *rej,.r sense. But they do. Un¬ 
fortunately, the game of table tennis, in India and the 
world, is controlled completely by ‘associations’ and their 
‘federations*. These bodies jealously maintain a mono¬ 
polistic hold over the gp>iiic—a hold which at no point 
was given to them by the players of the game but one 
which they have traditionally appropriated. In this situa¬ 


tion the representatives of these associations and fede¬ 
rations become the final authorities of the game. Even 
Governments refer to them as the official (and sole) 
bodies concerned with the game. If at least these as.so- 
ciations functioned according to the democratic norm 
ilicy profe.ss, there would be some degree of fairness and 
openness. But most arc one-man shows, answerable to 
no one. This is what has happiiued in table tennis in 
India. Officials of the State aSsSqciations are answerable 
to no one at their Slate level They in turn have dele¬ 
gated power at the federation level lo whoever agrees 
to run the game on their behalf provided they are left 
alone to do what they want at the State level. So the 
centre also becomes a one-man show run by the best, ot 
them all—Ranga. 

And when the man at the centre is a man like 
Ranga who has almost no confidence in others and a 
supremo confidence in himself he starts to appropriate 
all such functions he considers important. Decision mak¬ 
ing become.s not only centralised but also extremely arbi- 
tiary—depending on the whims and fancies ot one man, 
and a man like Ranga who does have a lot of whims 
and fancies. 

1 must emphasize here that I do not think that 
Ranga is unfair in that he would deliberately do harm 
lo a pcr.son. But he has very strong likes and dislikes. 
And the.se crystallize into prejudices very last. In this 
sense he is a very narrow-minded i>erson who refuses to 
acknowledge that he could be wrong in liis understan¬ 
ding of a person. The same narrow-mindedness prevents 
him trom acknowledging mistakes even to do with tech- 
nlral aspects of the game without realising that maybe 
he is not the moat competent person to comment on 
such matters. He has on occasions passed judgment on 
the talent of players on the ba.sis of one match. And 
with such a tone of finality which suggests that he could 
just not be wrong. Such prejudices and amateur judg¬ 
ments can become detrimental lo the game and its 
players when the person making them is the sole in- 
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charge ot the game He will defend his steps and blams 
their failure oti the inability of others to implement them 

But, interestingly enough, while Ranga consideis ul 
his actions correct and refuses to question them or ptr 
mil them to be questioned he is quite willing to discus^ 
a future couise ot action even though it may be contra 
dictory to what he has done before Which really meam 
that he is content to let things be till someone suggests 
something better. This piobably explains why evem atttM 
thirty years in the federation he had, till some lime agfj 
not woken up to the need, for a beller, moie compro 
hensive ranking system, a taner selection system, vSnou 
problems ot players, umpires and even of table tennK 
officials themselves It would seem that foi all this turn 
his mam pieoccupation has been to Keep the 
working ,aud himselt at the helm ot it with the icsull 
that all other issues have either been shelved oi ik/ 
thought of. 

A S A RULE, RANGA DOES NOT TALK MUCH Ill 
also likes to be noncommittal as far as possible. This 
serves as an effective lactic whenevei he wants to avoa^ 
a confiontdtion ovei an issue. In a patnaichial wav hf 
asks that things be left to him and that he settle them 
And then time goes by Eithei the issue geti^ toigottiu 
or it Rets dated Hoie he fulK exploit', the i Mth .iiiT 
Rulhbilifv of a peison ami also hi. «*xtfulive pcisfiion 
When he does talk it is < Pbei in m aRj^^iessive iotu 
which he uses to cow down those wlu) would allow them 
selves to. or in a mild ifflectue ont which In use 
against those he feels would not be towed down and who 
would need to be given the impiession of leasonabkness 

Ranga is convinced of hii> indispensibihty He does 
not realise that the game would piobably be much betten 
off if It could be tieed fiom the yoke ot the narrow 
bodies that control it That is not to say that no ragani 
sdtion would be necessaiy but that one in wlmli all prirti 
cipants had a say in its lunrung is dchnitely betui 
than one in which most have not 

Yet he doe^ think up various ><bemts wludi t* w 
others would do. But these are not enough Table tennis 
has now gone beyond a stage where it could be possible 
for random, individual efforts to make an.v headway 
What IS needed is a totally coordinated ertoit to take 
Indian table tennis out ot the doldiunis it is in Theie 
is need foi a realisation of this I suspect that Ranga 
knows this but will not acknowledge it it challenges 
the established structure and also his position in it 
This is because he believes in the federation so strongly 
He identifies himself with it and it with himself What 
he forgets m this total pieoccupation with the fedeia 
tion is the original purpose of the body to promote table 
tennis and the lot of players who plav it Ranga. for 
in»^tance, would ask the question ‘whaUs in it for the 
federationrather than ‘what’s m it for the player 

I would like to end with a few sentiments I perso 
nally feel towards him I cannot get rid of the lurking 
suspicion in my mind that Ranga had something to do 
with the arrests of five players at Vallabhvidya Nagar 
last year. Since Iwas one of the five I should feel quite 
agitated over it. I did for a long time But in the 
absence of any concrete evidence and in the fare of his 
insistence that it was S. P Shah, the organising secre- 
taiy of the tournament, and not him who was responsible 
for it I have no choice but to let the issue be. Since 
then, he has made more of an effort to help out players 
than anyone in the federation—for instance, getting the 
suspensions of players lifted m Karnataka and Uttar 
Pradesh. He has implemented the increase m juimber 
of prizes in prize money tournaments sought by players. 

Yet, he has done these grudgingly, even while gran¬ 
ting that these were reasonable. He forgets things eon* 
veniently. He is friendly one moment and antagonistic 
another. He drags his feet on some issues yet he moves 
very fast when he wants to. To some extent Indian 
table tennis needs a man like him. To some extent it 
Would be better off without him. He says be is fed vP 
with table teniois. And yet be goes op 
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fJV HtS C^PAOfrr AS <SiB«E' 

I ral Secr 0 tatv, Indian Table 
Tenets Players* Assoctehan, Pan* 
kaj Butalia amtDered soma ques¬ 
tions from •'SpertsworW.**. 

^ssnsas^SiPSi 

the Indten ITeiiete llaketir 

AseodaffW lekdhed MWe 
an animetaiMliiik ta Attll 
year, thcee hae hee» euiaet ah' 
eolttte dlence «a the pert w 
ITTFA and pertlciil^ yea M kk 
aeoreUty ahent U, Iwa hea IRVM 
ilee te a lot of opecnlatlen anew 
the nature of the <aettleenstf 
reached hetween TITI and TttrA 
and it has also given viae fe 
doubts about the effectiveiMM aas 
Intratioiia of TlllPA, iOoin yon 
ajiTM t 

Butalia: I am fulty awai*:! of ek 
tWs. 1 don’t even feel it »s unjw^ 
tified Thouifh ne Have explaliWd 
things fully to our members I 
now feel we should have m^e 
public our stand much earlier* 
The problem is, it is not a clear* 
rut situation. In spite of every¬ 
thing I feel It is a very uneasy 
peace. Now having arrived, at 
some understanding and a decision 
to give some scope to the TTPl 
to improve the state ot affairs m 
table tennis and to work towards 
a different equotlon between orga-' 
nisera and players, and. alsb 
knowing how touchy the TTPI is 
to any entidsm, 1 didn’t think rt 
advisable te Jeopar^be everytli' 
for the sake of Immediate pul 
clariffcaUou. The puhlic clatff 
tidn copM come at any time 
things didn’t work out. ' t? 

$wt Sat what in ghe UliMtiMt Vkn 

“aWtSfiS 

I wnriffw Ml Mtr ' 

ttaiw n of the madw^^g 
^ TTW dwt PteSN^, WW 
-xdmMuA i^nt two ^pgaa 
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VobalK tea. thin had vf woti 
fw* a time toi^ pot f have 
mis point clarified with the 
Mr Omairaj apparently 
know of the letter d»at had 
sent from Delhi when he itigde 
that statement—and Mr Hawanp* 
4am says he was nrieduoted id his 
interview in ‘The Himkl’* loolC 
Ume can be ao doubt about this. 
^¥0 have a o My of »e kitfer 

Whl# an nxplmiai^ h«y Men 
aonm inmn the local organic 
of «te Vnflahh vidya NagaT^ 
tionals for dmir mpiNmnAaiiiiln 
action. Ihe tetter gOer ad far as 
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complete condemnation nttt sMf 
for the arrests hut niM of^Mn 
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Tm has not 
action tt the 
tetter is our nroed in 
white. 
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A A defender who is atf the field, tups »n opfio 
nent running towerds goal wrth the bet! m the 
penalty area You award a penalty kick 


B After your signal the goalkeeper advanoea 
two yards towards the ball You stop the ktcker 
and order the keeper back to his g yal line 


C Qne defender and an opponent onraacf into 
the penalty area before the bail fs kicked into the 
goal You det ide to disallow the goal and retake 
the penalty 

(Where is the problem ?! 


ANSWERS 

)t ajO|oq qovoioua 

suiaai ^^oq iuoj| siaAaid ^ 'eiuoa^no aq» jaAaiaqM 'U 0 )|aiaj 
AiioaiJioa »i h3»I'A^I'b^uscI qqi o mi ‘pjaMa lo^uoo aq> «| 
‘A^iauad v 'aaja-A^iauad aqi ap|suf a^afd i\oo\ japua^ap aqi Aq 
aauaiio aqi V 'pajoaa lou 8| |eo6 a |) papiVMa aq pinaqa 


Aifeued jaq^oua pua paaooJd oi pe/vioiia aq pinoqs ja^ot)| 
aqx 8 ui 8| uiaiqojd aqx $ eeja A){euad sjapuai^o aqi aptaui 
B6a| J6 suije aq> qiiiw luauoddo ua ButPtoq Anauotiuaiuf jo^ 
pjeMv iDBiJoa aqi s| (a) Ht>IH-M|auad V tr * 0 ) ll^d £ 

*qo|)|>iaujo 3 a uioj^ apiai^o aq louuaa 4 aA«|d v aauo||o 

ou 81 ajam (q) UOU08 ou*ai(ax z (o) ui Mojqi a papjayvsa 
8| meal Buisoddo aqx ui uaaojiii A|jiadojduii svm naq aqx t 
















Schaptro 

SoriKliniLo D 3U»t IS clistrtbutfd round 
the tablf- m uch d way Iha^ ntithcr side 
ran op^ n r1 without costing ttomstlves 
d Irif k For example 

04 J 

K-) / AlOBf, 

J S2 

This often leads to interPSlmg play with 
botti Side dt ttimine d not to be le^t in a 
pos tion wt ore they havo to start the suit 
t ht.rt w» i( sim lar lati nt posnibmt os in 
the dicirrond suit ot ^his wr^ks hand 
where alth )ugh the suit wdo lottourheci 
until near thr rnd the tact Midt the 
defenders hid not playt d the ‘uit 
ir fluenced dc ( hrer s play 
♦ 4 

10 t S ? 

'y OQ70 
J 10 


4 J 98 bP 
A 9 fl 1 


4 10 7 6 

0 K 8 6 3 
4 3 ^ 


4 A r g 3 
S? K j ; j 
0 A If 
4 K 7 1 

North South o'kor rearfu d Ihcmselvi s ir 
Uu bidding tind ended in 3 N F f ilu 
natfly they rni ■'ed tht 4 4 heirl fit fur 
tt c rt WLultt have her n ni pUy tor g jrnc 
in that otiarn the cards lay Aga nst 
3 NT Wp'^t U d 4 b and declarer won The 
'ituatirn dri lot look at all hoptful but 
South rnadt i grod start when hi- kd 
C? K at trek West won with the Ad 
(it would havt been botfer p'ay to hold 
off) and Cast s Queen tell West con 
tinucd spadr s South wo 1 ind l^d a Inw 
hr irt to the t ight sod 10 
Next declcircr ran 4 J West Our f n 
ind West got oft lead wdh another '^padc 
Now an >tl (r luh I ad k tt in orru 
diffiruky It Wdj ulfdr to hirn that outh 
held A -3nd thdi he \^< old he unatjk 
to play the suit without cnnredng a 
Ir ck So he won with 4 A nd returned 
a club 

Fdjls tdilur to ‘Old T diinrond or a 
■>piOt at thib point wa not lost on 
dt Urt r The cnly explar ation wis thii 
1 1 held no nioic spades and was not 
unnaturally r >ctant to lead away trorn 
the King of d amond Vhtn West dis 
< arded ♦ soade on tr t th rd round of 
t luhs t hecaiTK lear t at he hid started 


with five spades tour hearts, cjra 

monds and two dubs Declarer took hfs 
two rlub tucks d'^'cardmg a drooriond 
from hand while West also thresar ar 
dramond Finally South carpeto with 

0 A and threw We^t m wrth Hr$ last 
spade West was down to ‘J? 9 4 anct had 
to concede the Iasi two triqks to 
declarer s ^ M 

Last week s quiz ai game all ^uth 
holds 4 AK98654^K9«309 4 i '2 

A rase could be made for opening three^ 
spades or oven four spades out tk always 
dangerous to pro empt (as dealer) when 
you hold four cards in the other major 
suit I would content myself w»th an 
opening bid of one spade 
This weeks quiz West plays in 3 NT 
aga nst the lead of Q 3 on which South 
play thr Jack 

WfST FAST 

4K10')'^ 4A4 

3 <5* A Q I 7 4 

OAKS 6 762 

4AKb4 46S2 

How -.hri lid West plan the play? 


^ Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■IPefer Cfarht 

A-^ the stand jrds of defensive play and 
neial te( hnique gradually nse it is 
lie coming ha dt r and harder to defeal 
lower graded opponents by moans of a 
dirr t ittack In fart it may be unwise 
to try sinrr fierce aggression often 
rompris the rIeVnder to find resources 
and *ikt his (tiin f in unclear counter 
attack ■> Refit r prospects of success - and 
with much less danger of losing - stem 
from th( steady application of positional 
prps«^urr acquired in the opening. The 
tolfowmg game is an excellent iflufftrahon 
ot this mtthod Although the winner Is 
r'otod for his tactical skill he avoids 
Black plans for a sharp fight and steers 
a strateg c toursr. White achieves a 
bind on tho ( osition and goes on relopt 
lessly to victory 

Wh John Nunn, Blark Colin Cenunli. 

Giuotf P ano (Aar^nson Masters (.ondon, 
197R) 

1 P>K4, P K4; 2 Kt - KS3, Kt^ 403 

3 B-B4, Kt-B3, 4 P-03... 

Tht fHf'&c-il wav of trying i© rehJ*to tho 
Twf Kr I hls DcIpk e s t y 4 Kt Kt6i whiM 
IP 04 IS COPS dorr J beii The text move la 
( oPstrvof ve but in'- dioiis 

4 B-B4. S P-B3»fl«'^« 

• P-QKt4. B-Kt3. 7 P-QR4,P^II4 

Probably ^ P OR3 i^- preferable, maki<30 
t more difllctll lor Winn to ronaolidate hia 
spi al ndvantape m thr 0 side 


t P-Ktl.Kt-4KI1,t 
M aNt>08.P-ll3; 11 B * 02, OKI - 08 
If P-04, Kt-m 

Black & defensive prohloms were uni hefy to bo 
solved by this dei enlrohsing move He should 
have played i? R K1 loifowfd by 
Kt-Bl clearmo the OBl 0P6 dinnonal for 
the undeveloped Bishop 
13 K1-B4,0-B3. 14 Kt-N3. PxP 

IS P X P, Kl- Kt4, IS Kl X Kt, 0 X Kt 
17 P-B4.. 

The centre has been conceded lo the while 
pawns Prov dod they arc adi juately covered 
from behind *heir eventual advance will be 
crushino 


17 ...0-KS. 18 B-Ktl, ft-KI 

If K-R1, 0*01, 20 R-R3, Kt-B3 

81 P - KS, P X P; 22 BP X P. Kt - R2 

83 B - R2. Kt - Kt4. 24 Kt- Q5, B - K3 

8B Kt X B. P X Kt. 2S P - 0S. B - 02 

17 0 - 04,0-K2. 28 R-K3, QR-B1 

2SB-R3. 0-01, 30 P R4, Kt-R2 

31 P-KSI .. 

White IS m SLith command Ihif he can aM srd 
fo offer his Out i n 

31 , BxKP, 32 P X B. Resigns 

Compotitlon 0318 Solution next wt r k 
Black 



MZJk.w m 
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Wh 1i* 

How did Wh tp prnsj hon t I is attack f Gradr 3 
(medium) 

Bolullon to 037S (Uhlmarin-Liebert, Dubna, 
1878). (bli«k1 /pSppI p/4n1 pi /2P5/S,2P1 Q1 PI / 
P2NqP1P/2BtRK1 - Black to play ) I chrrt 
expiaitod h s domination of it r lor g wl * 
diagonal by the nnjrt and fore f I n vc /-s 
RxKtII Whi‘e rosignt d rr i cd i ly s n 

26 0 X R a» owed ?6 O Bb i id 0 H 
failo<;l ’toain*’t 2b hi Ki4 tf renti i r i 

27 Kl R6ch 

Problem No 1038 Solul j ext wesk 
K.B. Howard (First Prize Pie t vu/hc !s J) 
(l/pR1 p4/k2p4/rn101 K2/3b4f3n4/2NS/1 b3B2- 
8 white men, 8 black.) 

White to play ind mate n ’v/ m 
Bolullon lo No 1038 (Reeves) (B2K4/ 
30 Npl b/08r/pSPr/3H1 N2/8/3n4/2R1 R1 b1 - 
mat# In two) 1 Kt(K7) Kte (Ihreafenmo 
2 0 - 06 and 2 0 U 3) (a) 1 B k Kt <■ 0 06 
(b) 1 R X Kt 2 0 03 Wh te s moves of 
three other men t KKtb mikr ur the 
thematic tries 


r AMI AM’ X I ,( SI', .N SU) 0 !(»S 

#on the Ball 
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Sunil Gavaskar 

fights back 

“Stiff joints don’t worry me. 
lodex puts me back in action.” 













The man who Is almost 
a compulsive accumulator of 
runs is in the running for lop 
place in Indian cricket. The 
mainstay of India's batting, 
Sunil Gavaskar has an uncanny 
ability to stick it out, knocking 
up runs with a frenzy that has 
the scoreboard in a perpetual 
race with the clock. 

Don’t let that disarming smile 
fool you. Play is work for Sunil 
Gavaskar. The stamina and con¬ 
centration th;\t make for such 
excellent Test malcrial arc the rcsnlt 
of relentless practice at I he nets; 
sharpening reflexes, perfecting every 
stroke. A lot of hard work goes 
behind the carefree, brilliant perfor¬ 
mance you see. 

Top physical fitness is imperative 
when youTe at the top. “Slitf joints 
used to scare me stiff,” Sunil con¬ 
fesses. ”but I’ve found the answer. 
I just rub lodex and I’m back in 
action!” - 







the rub that heals 


SK6F Smithy Kline St Fret^k 
(India) Umded 


LlWTAS-IODEX-l 1.103 










1 start fresh witb 
Paimolive Lenum-FreshT 

says Viiay Amritraj, 
winner of the 1977 J 
Colgate Grand Prix 















Get closer, smoother shaves 
and after-shave freshness with 
Palmolive Lemon-Fresh^ 


Palmolive s moisturized lather has SGL 4 that ^ 
helps you work up a rich lather lather that ^ 

stays moist throughout your shave Softens ^ ^ Jr 
the beard Improves razor glide Gives you 
the closest smoothest shave ever » | 

And like Vijay Amritraj you II love its 
lemon fresh tang 

Pdimohve also offers you the choice of 

Palmolive De-Luxe lather creamy 
:>mooth Idthor and a bold masculine fragrance 

Paimolive Menthol-Cool dashingly cool 
fragranre and skm cooling menthol 
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Palmolive-the choice of 
successful men the world over 
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10 PAKISTAN WIN RUBBER 

In this week's cover story, Zaheer Abbas and 
PataudI report on the Karachi Test which 
Pakistan won in a fantastic finish Zaheer Abbas' 
report, exclusive to 'Sportsworld', Is the first 
report in Indian sportsmaqazines from a playei 
who has participated in a match Also In the 
cover story are the reactions to the appointment 
of Gavaskar as captain, averages of the Indian 
and Pakistani sides, colour pictures of Karachi 
heroes Javed Miandad and Sarfraz Nawaz and 
a super blow-uo of the man who settled the issue 
at Karachi, Imran Khan 

27 IN THE NEWS PAGES 

Aiok Uasgupta reports from Indore that Sylvester 
Clarke and Norbert Phillip gave enough warning 
of theif prowess as they shot out Central Zone 
In both the Innings Nikhii BhaUacharya, 
'Sportsworld' photographer, captures Ir^ 
sequence the run-ups of the two bowlers 

Pankaj Butalia reports on Sudhir Phadke s 
return to form in the SinghanIa Prize Money 
tournament 

Subhash Sarcar reoorts on East Zone's pathetic 
display against North Zone and says they 
were deserving losers 

35 THE GLORY AND TRAGEDY OF MOHUN BAGAN 

Injhe first of our series on the famous 
football clubs. Arijit Sen traces the history of 
Mohun Began Athletic Club and reports that its 
past glory is threatened these days by 
acrimonious court aisputes 

38 HOW THE WORLD MOVED TOWARDS TOTAL 
FOOTBALL 

In the second of his throe-part series on the 
theories and practice of modern football, 

P K Banerjee illustrates with examples how 
the world moved towards total football 
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Come end see 
the hot shots of 
the tennis world 
in action.. 



ottheColgale 
Grand Prix tennis 
ChompionsNps 
of India i978 

Like last year, this year's Colgate Grand Prix 
promises to be a smashing success 
With many high-ranked players competing 
for U S I 50,000 in prize money 

Don't miss the action Book your seats Now I 







The great mess 

W E GOT A CLEAR PIC- 
tiire of the dark sides 
of the AIFF from ‘Th^ 
Mess in F.ootbair by Arijit 
Sen in Sportsworld Novem¬ 
ber 1. This type of arti¬ 
cles are welrome because 
they unmask the adminis> 
trators of such or^<anisa- 
lions. Ineffective officials 
should be forced out of the 
AIFF if Indian football is to 
raise its standards. 

GAUTAM BHATTA^ 
CHARJEE, 
Calcutta, 

A MILLION THANKS FOR 
Arijil Sen s article. It was 
an eye-opener for soccer 
lovers like inr. 

SANDEEP SINHA. 

Calcutta, 

‘SPORTSWORLD* IS WITH- 
out doubt taking bold steps 
agauist India’s corrupt 
sports administrators. 

TANMAY CHOVDHVRY, 
Malda. 

Durrani"s hit 

r SPORTSWORLD NOV- 
ember 1 the article “My 
cricketing years” by Sahm 
Durrani was excellent. I re¬ 
quest Durrani to write some 
more articles m the next 
issues. 

SVBRATA SEN, 
Durgajmr. 

“MY CRICKETING 
years” was simply delight¬ 
ful. I would like to read 
similar articles by Hanif 
Mohammad and Gary 
Sobers. 

MUJAHW RAFIQUE, 
Pune. 

THANK YOU FOR PUB- 
lishing the article by Salim 
Durrani, my favourite. 

PANNALAL GHOSH, 
Batanagar, 


Not correct 

W HILE WE HAIL THE 
arrival of a superb 
magazine in the field ol 
sports, ) cannot help point 
ing out one major flaw in 
your magazine, that regard¬ 
ing bungling in photographs. 

For instance, in the article 
on Gavaskar in SporlsworW 
October 25 a photograph 
was given which according 
to you was Gavaskar being 
feted on his first century 


at Bombay. But you wen* 
wrong. He is being feted 
all righ; but after complet¬ 
ing L0()0 runs in one calen¬ 
dar w^ar at Delhi in Decem¬ 
ber '76. 

But what sui prise me 
most was the attempt to 
pass Chandrashekhar olf as 
Wnkatraghavan in Sporf:* 
world November 1 (in “Vem 
kal changes jobs”). 

Such flaws could have 
been excused in the rase ot 
an ordinary sports journal, 
but not in the one taking or 
asking us to take a now 
look at sports. 

ANIRIJDDHA GHOSH, 
Cakutta. 

[(Over 50 readers from all 
over India wrote to us pomt- 
tng out the error regard' 
ing Chandrasekharas photo¬ 
graph. We thank them all 
and pledge not to disappoint 
our alert readers — Editor)] 

THE NEWS ITEM “THE 
body beautiful — in a 
godown” in Sportsworld 
November 1 seems to be 
most objectionable and 
humiliating. We did not 
expect the reporter of such 
a reputed magazine to use 
the word ‘godown* to des¬ 
cribe the auditorium in 
which the All India Body¬ 
building Chaiupionship was 
held. The fact is the audi¬ 
torium referred to is yet 
i incomplete. And for venti¬ 
lation, there were a suffi¬ 
cient number of windows 
and pedestal tans and the 
lear side was completely 
open. Considering the huge 
number of enthusiastic spec¬ 
tators who outnumbered the 
seats it was. of course, a 
bit small. 

You have also said that 
IBBF officials %vere 'promen¬ 
ading* on Puri’s beach while 
the championship was on. 
This is incorrect. All the 
officials were engaged all 
the time in making the con¬ 
test a success. I request 
the reporter concerned to 
place his evidence. 

Your reporter has made 
other false statements. He 
says 1 was the chairman of 
tournament committee. This 
Is not true. Mr. Sibaram 
Adhikary, secretary of the 
West Bengal State Body¬ 
building Association, was 
officially the chairman of the 
tournament committee. The 
manager of the team was 
solely responsible for the 
Bengal team. 1 had no 
hand, and possibly could 


not have any, in bousing 
the West Bengal team in 
Plaza Hotel. 

Your reporter even goes 
to the extent ot saying that 
the President of Orissa As¬ 
sociation, Mr. Bhagavan 
Pratiharf, had been reques¬ 
ted by the Bengal team to 
carry food from the camp to 
the hotel This is absolute¬ 
ly false. The food taken by 
the Bengal team was sup¬ 
plied from the hotel and not 
from the ramp. 

The authenticity of re¬ 
ports should be checked 
first so that the credibility 
of a magnificent sports 
magazine like Sportsworld 
is not harmed. 

MONOTOSH ROY, 
Calcutta, 


YOU HAVE SAID THAT 
the request for accommoda¬ 
ting the Bengal team In 
Plazd Hotel, Puri, came from 
Mr Monotosh Roy. I lodge 
my protest against such an 
inaccurate statement oe* 
cause the . request never 
came from Mr Roy. 
CHANDRANATH BHAT7A- 
CHARJEE, 
Hony. Secretary, 24, Parga- 
nas* Dvst. Body-huildinp As- 
socration. 

PLEASE SUPPLY US WITH 
news features like ‘The 
Body Beautiful in a Godown' 
in Sportsworld. 

GAUTAM LAHIRI, 
Cana, 

YOU HAVE DEFINITELY 
shown great courage by pub¬ 
lishing the news a^ut 
National Bod y-building 
Championship. How did you 
collect the news? The 
behaviour of bo^-builders 
of Bengal and officials of 
Indian Body-building Fede¬ 
ration at Puri station was 
shameful. Ask them what 
they did there on October 

K. B. ADAK, 
Howrah. 


IN ‘SUNIL THE MAN* IN 
Sportsworld October 25 
Vasu Paranjape says that 
Sir Donald Bradman is the 
only cricketer to have scor¬ 
ed over 700 runs in a series 
twice. He has not taken 
into consideration the great 
Everton Weekes* feat in this 
regard. He scored 779 & 
716 (both against India) m 
the 1948 4c 1952 series, res¬ 
pectively. Let not Mr. 
Paranjape motivate Sunil 
Gavaskar with wrong statis¬ 
tics. 

SANTANU GANGULY, 

Nagpur, 


TT juniors 

I REALLY DON’T REE 
the point Bomi Amalsad 
vala is trying to make in his 
letter published in Sports 
world November 15 where 
be wants to know if our 
T.T. juniors will achieve 
even In their dreams, the 
great feats achieved by 
Gautam Divan. Sudhir Thac- 
kersey cl al. That only time 
can tell — I can't — just as 
Mr Amalsadvala couldn't 
have predicted the ‘great' 
feats mentioned by him. 

Granted that desire to 
win, capacity to work hard 
etc. are Important, it is 
still naive to sav that these 
are sufficient. Table ten¬ 
nis has advanced so much 
that disiointed, individual 
efforts can only be futile. 
These need to be given a 
‘push* in some form cr the 
other. I feel that Mr 
Amalsadvala is taking an 
unnecessarily nostalgic look 
at the past — or else how 
could he had overlooked 
the recent performance of 
SudhIr Phaake who was 
world ranked, too, just two 
years ago. Surely it is a 
small list and names are 
not so easily overlooked. 

Regarding the other 
points he has mentioned. At 
the time of writing the arti¬ 
cle I had no news of Man- 
meet’s loss to Ramaswamy 
while Manmeet’.s victory 
over Chandrasekhar had 
just been flashed in all 
dailies. In any case, my 
article does not pretend to 

K a statistical record of 
eir performances. 1 have 
mentioned both Ramaswamy 
and Manmeet as promising 
players. I do not see how 
one result belies this point. 
Similarly, no news had 
arrived of Master Anand’s 
winning the West Zone 
tournament at Goa. And 
till that tournament Anand 
had been performing very 
poorly. Anyway, I see no 
reason why after that per- 
formance he should not find 
a place among our top 
juniors. 

PANKAJ BUTALJA, 
Delhi. 


Our demand 

T ie contents of 

Sportsworld need not be 
riven on the cover page. 
The cover photo can then 
be made bigger and brt^- 
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People may 
wonder why is it 
that while in a 
crowd the more 
experienced 
cricketers avoid 
shaking hands. It 
is not because 
they are snobs but 
because someone 
a little vicious may 
be carrying a razor 
in his hands. 


TiEFORIC this trip one had 
^ been informed that crowd 
behaviour m Pakistan could he 
much the same as that found m 
some parts of India Well, if 
this IS true, then the first time 
tn these Test matches a part 
of the crowd lived up to its 
reputation on the /t^^f day at 
the Karachi National Stadium 

A Test against the M C C was 
abandoned here a few years ago 
■and for a few minutes it looked 
as if this game would suffir u 
similar fate 

yls m India here oho people 
come to a match just to hr noticed 
or to comment on ii hat Mis so- 
and-so is wearinc/ and how much 
it costs These sort of jnopic one 
will find mostly in the most 
expensive seats Some come 
purely to make a noise, to show 
off, or to air a grouse to 
generally create confusion These 
one will find mostly tn the 
student section Luckily for 
cricket, most others come to 
uatih the ejame 

Mann al o bebcuc that buyim/ 
a ticket gii es them a right to 
abuse the players This does not 
really hurt because a cricketer 
is exposed to so much critic isim 
that his hide tends to become as 
thick as a film staFs or a 
politician's 


experienced cricketers ai oid 
.shaking hands It not because 
they are snobs but because 
someone a little vicious may 
just be cairyincf a razor m his 
hands It has beem known to 
happen A rinketer rarely minds 
genuine criticism In India, if 
he has done badly he is i/uite 
prepaied foi general abuse if 
only because he knows that the 
next time he does well the same 
people V dl show their 
cippreciatwn And, anyway, theie 
IS really nothmcf ht can do 
about cjeneial indiscipline 


What he does mind is that 
whatever the grouse uhether it 
be cjenaine or not or cien 
nothing to do uith eiicKct, it 
is he who has to often take the 
brunt And since those gentlemen 
who art. responsible for 
mismanaqinq matches, for 
overcrowding s,1adiums for 
overselling oi holding bnik tickets, 
or foi using Te d matches for 
political propaganda cne neiwr to 
be seen when there is trouble, 
ejnevanees arc often taken out 
on cricketers 

In personal memory India has 
had to lose one Test, to save the 
face of Indian rnrhet That it 
sai ed the faces of lho<e who had 
thoroU(/hly mismanaged the 
V hole affair was no doubt 
incidental 


What does hurt are stones, 
bottles and other hard objects 
A few years aoo, Polly I mttc/ar, 
the present chairman of the 
selection committee, was felled 
by a raw guava which hit him 
just below the heart It was 
catapulted from the stands with 
great velocity Bapu Nadkarm's 
head has been lacerated by a 
stone VisuHinath has been 
punched in the stomach and 
Gavaskar roughly handled more 
than once One doubts if there 
is any Indian cricketer who has 
peen around a few years u ho 
has not been on the receiving 
end of someone's physical wrath 
People may wonder why is it 
that while in a crowd the more 


It IS rnrthf that there are 
riots and dishirbnnce dinng a 
Test because of the cricket 
erhibited The cnu,e lies 
elsewhere and is usually a little 
deeper. 




All in the game 



Kallicharran in the only troiisers he had in Bombay 


Early 
worries 
for Kalli 

WEST INDIES TOUR T(J 
^ India got off on the wrong 
note. Skipper Kallicharran had a 
particularly harrowing time after 
arrival in Bombay. 

It started when their flight 
arrived 90 minutes late. On land¬ 
ing, Kallicharran said : 'T never 
enjoy a plane ride. 1 can never 
kejep my eyes closed.’* 

Next there was the fiasco of 
their abortive encounter with the 
Press. Kallicharran and team 
manager Solomon agreed to ad¬ 
dress a Pre.ss conference but 
couldn’t keep the appointment as 
they were sleeping. No one 
bothered to come and sort out 
‘things with members of the 
Fourth Estate. 

There was further bad news for 
Kalli as his baggage had been 
left behind at the airport. He 
spent his three-day stay in Bom¬ 
bay with just one trouser. No 
wonder, throughout the three 
days he always appeared a haras¬ 
sed man with beads of perspira¬ 
tion on his brow. Commenting on 
Kalli’s plight, Baphick Jumadeen 
said good-humouredly : 'Tt’s typi¬ 
cal Kalli. No one else would 
get himself doused in so !many 
problems.” 

Even the Indian Cricket Board 
has given Kallicharrau’s team luke¬ 
warm treatment. Normally, every 
visiting team is transported to 
and fro in a luxury bus. In re^ 


cent times, Greig’s English side, 
Glenn Turner's New Zealanders, 
Llyd’s Caribbeans and the Indian 
sides have always been provided 
with a bus. 

But Kalli and his boys were 
carted in dilapidated taxis. You 
can imagine how four of these 
huge West Indians must have fit¬ 
ted in Bombay’s Fiat taxis. Very 
often, five taxis were never avai¬ 
lable at the same time, which 


meant unnecessary waiting. 

Within 24 hours of their arrival 
KalUcharran’s team-mates Shiek 
Bacchus and Derek Parry were 
down in bed with stomadi up¬ 
sets. Bacchus’ problem apparent¬ 
ly was more acute of the two. 
Later it was the turn of Juma- 
deen, Shivnarain and Kallicharran. 
Remarked Kalli dryly : ‘Tf this 
continues I might as well main¬ 
tain a score book." 


Subba Row 
meets his 
match 

T LL Raman Subba Bow’s Old 
Whitgiftian Cricket Club 
(OWCC) team came to Auranga¬ 
bad, the cricket they had played 
was, in a word, hospitable. In Uiat 
historic dty, this Surrey club team 
celebrating its centenary finally 
saw cricket at its keenest. 

The OWCC asked for it. While 


enjoying a sumptous lunch after 
a tour of the Ajanta caves, a ten¬ 
tative suggestion was made for a 
little bit of practice to help, digest 
the meal. Skipper Mark Wilkin¬ 
son, no doubt merely doing his 
duty, approached the driver of the 
coach that had taken them to 
Ajanta. The driver, himself a 
keen cricketer, was immediately 
all enterprise. In no time, he had 
arranged a ground to play, collec¬ 
ted a full local XI in whites and 
organized a matting wicket. A 
few heads of cattle grazing on the 
ground were a liability that was 
equally shared. 


The match, a limited 20-over 
fixture, started at *tea time*. The 
Aurangabad XI, comprising of 
college and school boys, hit up 
160 runs. The Old Whitgiftans set 
off in spirited pursuit but they had 
to wait for the last hall of the 




uiaLvii lu Biuvrc inc winning 

Raman Sujba Row and his bro¬ 
ther, Stanley, who is chairman of 
the club, later agreed that it was 
one of the keenest match they 
had played. Happy with the re¬ 
sult, the OWCC invited the hosts 
for a glass of beer at their hotel 
and presented each^f them a club 
tie. ^ 


B 




All In the game 


Why 

Chinnaswamy 
and Ghulam 
could not go 

T^HE LAST MINUTE CANCEL- 
^ latjon of the proposed visit to 
Pakistan of the lop three of the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India smacks of Government in¬ 
terference in the working of a 
sports body. Board preddent M. 
Chinnaswamy, secretary Ghulam 
Ahmed and treasurer Chidamba¬ 
ram were to go to Karachi to 
nnalisc the Pakistan tour to India 
in early 1980 when at the last 
minute the Government refused 
permission on the ground of *ldck 
of foreign exchange* 

What with the Government 
claiming surging foreign reserves 
as one ot its achievement, its ex¬ 
cuse seems a trifle patchy. And 
we can bet the 5.000-odcl Indian 
speitators who had few problems 
m getting exchange to go to 
Pakistan must be having a hearty 
chuckle at the predirainent of 
the Boaid VIPs. Evidently every 
commoner has his day. 

Chinnaswamy, a giand 78. told 
^portsuoild in Bombay • ‘^We 
had applied tor foreign exchange 
two months in advance, because 
of which we went ahead with our 
visas, ticket etc. We were spen¬ 
ding our own money. This whole 
thing IS stupid I will definitely 
wiite a veiy strong letter of pro¬ 
test to the Education Ministry.” 

A disgusted Chinnaswamy, who 
is in the second year of his three- 
vear term, went on . ”Our team 
is earning foieign exchange to 
the tune of Bs. five lakhs and the 
Government cannot set aside a 
small fraction of it for us. We 
were not going there to see the 
Karachi Test match. We wanted 
to finalise the financial aspects of 
the proposed visit to India by a 
Pakistan under-22 team. A few 
days ago we contacted the Educa¬ 
tion Ministry and they said that 
the Government’s letter sanction¬ 
ing the foreign exchange has 
been despatched. Ghulam never 
got in Hyderabad, 1 never got it 
in Bangalore and neither did both 
of us get it in Bombay. I wonder 
where that letter went. Wc had 
no option,' but to go back home.” 

What i$ more likely is that at 
the last possible minute there I 
was rethinking on the subject. 
Apparently the Government has 
taken a very serious note of the 
unpleasantness that marred the 
pOst-Lahore part of the tour. 


Calypsos as 
companions 

A S THEY CAME DOWN THE 
ramp at Bombay airport 
every West Indian in the touriug 
party was conspicuous not be¬ 
cause of the bats they carried, but 
because of the gleaming tape- 
recorders in their nands. Some 
of them even had them on and 
occasionally sang and swayed 
with the calypso music. One of 
them said : “Through my three 
months tour, the tape-recorder 
will keep me company. At the 
end of the tour I'll sell it and earn 
some valuable Indian lupees.” 

Basil Williams, their opening 
batsman from Jamaica, always in¬ 
sisted on having the West Indian 
maroon cap on at the nets, 
one occasion. Press photographers 
requested him to take off the cap 
for a photograph, but he said : 
“Nothing doing. The cap b a 
part of me.” Errol Brown also 
refused to lake off his coloured 
spectacles ^or photographs. 


Sorry, but no 
Venkat no Test 

G oing by what one picked 

uo on trains, buses, tea shops 
and the like, quite a few cricket 
partisans in Madras have general¬ 
ly felt outraged bv the non¬ 
inclusion of their fellow-Tamilian 
Venkataraghavan in the third 
and final Test against Pakistan at 
Karachi But a section of the 
Madras law college students have 
quite vociferously gone about ex¬ 
pressing their chagrin. 

On the second day of the Test 
(November 15). a 150 odd strong 
group of law college students 
landed ud in their college bus at 
the Tamil Nadu Cricket Associa¬ 
tion office in Chepauk. brandish¬ 
ing a hand written memorandum 
addressed to Mr S. Sriraman. a 
vice-president of the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India. 

While condemning the dropping 
of Venkat from the final eleven 
for the Karachi Test, the memo- 
randists ascribed the act to being 
a manifestation of “the disparity 
of north and south”. “Let us 
turn back to one comment made 
by Gary Sobers who once said : 
‘Give me Venkat and PH beat any 
side in the world’/' the memoran- 
dists said. 



Basil Williams in his cap 


The memorandum goes on to 
request that Venkat be “given a 
fan chance during the home serie:^ 
against West Indies” and threa¬ 
tens that if Venkat is not includ¬ 
ed in the Madras Test, “we arc 
sorrv to say tnat the proceedings 
will be disastroui”- 



And as though to presage the 
shape of things to come iit such 
an eventuality, a couple of 
students broke a gla>si window 
of the TNCA office. 






Cover Story 


f 1st day: Honours even 


PAKISTAN 
WIN RUBBER 

ZAHEER ABBAS reports on the 
Karachi Test 


P KISTAN WENT INTO THE 
final test at Karachi one up 
in the three-test series, having won 
at Lahore by eight wickets. Al¬ 
though in principle a winning com¬ 
bination is never changed, the 
Pakistani line-up tor the third Test 
showed a replacement of like with 
lime, with 13 years younger, Sikan- 
der Bakht coming in for Salecm 
Altai India, in en almost sui prise 
move, brought in the left-handed all- 
rounder Ghavri in place of the off- 
spinner Prasanna. It was the first 
time in many years that India play¬ 
ed only two spinners and the first 
time that the spinning attack was 
in the hands of the Bedi-Chandra- 
sekhar combination. 



Bedi won the toss for the first 
time m this series and elected to 
bat on a pitch which m appearance 
was patchy — with a green patch 
here and brownish grey there. India 
went to lunch at 86 for I after a 
solid slc^rt by Gavaskar and Chau- 
han, the latter doing most of the 
scoring, while the former seemed to 
havr taken out a long term lease 
at the wicket Mushtaq used his 
three seamers in tuin and only 
Sartra? was successful when Chau- 
han holed out to him to be comfort¬ 
ably caught by Iqbal Qasim at mid- 
on Earliei, Gavaskar had survived 
a most confident appeal lor a catch 
at backward shot Meg by Mudassar 
off Sikander. 

lunih Gavaskar was in an 
entirely different frame of mind 
^nd started scoring runs rather 
fioeiy For the first time on this 
lour, he executed two beautiful and 
perfectly timed hook shots, each 
(etching him four runs He raced 
to his seventeenth fifty in Test 
cricket 20 minutes after lunch— 
having taken two hours for 24 before 
lunch. At 131, Surmder Ainarnath 
rather lazily failed to lean enough 
to a ball from Iqbal Qasim which 
did not turn at all and was smartlv 
snapped by Mushtao at short-leg. 
Viswanath, who replaced Surinder, 
looked off colour from the very be¬ 
ginning and at 132, played all over 
a ball from Imran to be comprehen¬ 
sively bowled. 
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By this time, Gavaskar had re¬ 
treated into his shell and the new¬ 
comer Vengsafrkar, emulating h!s 
vice-captain, was unnecessarily res¬ 
trained and overcautious Twenty- 
two minutes before tea the students* 
stand, where trouble had been sim¬ 
mering from the morning, erupted 
and people encroached upon the 
playing area. After hurried con¬ 
sultations between Mushtaq, umpires 
Shuja and Mahboob Shah and the 
batsmen, the players went off, only 
to return after tea when order was 
restored. 


/OMiondod: Man of* th^ match 


Pushes and firtKks, swaying away 
and ducking with an occasional 



douushing covei drive and glittering 
square cut was the pattern after 
tea In the 170s Vengsarkar edged 
the ever toiling Sikander and Maiid 
puked up the resulting snicK at first 
slip and India’s last specialist bats 
man, Mohindei Amarnath, came in to 
face a not very comfortable last 35 
minutes of play Gavaskar who was 
11 when he lost Vengsarkar was so 
subdued and bogged down that he 
failed to complete bis 100 betoir- 
stumps which were drawn with India 
195 tor 4 


The day's honours were almost 
even with the initiative slightly on 
the Pakistan side Among the Pakl 
stanis, Slkander bowled very well as 
did Iqbal Qasim Imran and Sarfraz, 
one tell, used the bouncer and out 
side the off stump stuff loo fre 
quently It was surprising not to see 
Mushtaq turning his arm over 
Indian batsmen fell victim to their 
own defensive and overcautious 
approach end one failed to see why 
Gavaskar and Vengsarkar were so 
subdued once Chauhan and Sunndcr 
had set fhe pace for India 


2nd day : Chandra can 
cause concern 

E xactly 67 minutfs of 

scintillating hatting shoilly after 
lunch by Kapil Dev and a sensible 
and responsible innings by Ghavri 
who, with the former, put on 84 
runs tor the eighth wicket setting a 
new record for India against Paki 
Stan for the eighth wicket partner 
ship -beating the previous 82 by 
Ramchand and lamhane at Bahawal 
pur in 1954-55—changed the com 
plexjon of the game It gave India 
the initiative for the fiist time in 
this Test series Kapil Dev went on 
d rampage at a time when India 
were reeling at 253 for 7 when Kir 
mam was dismissed soon aftei 
resumption of play after the lun 
cheon interval Kapil Dev who came 
here with a reputation ot being a 
tiemendous hitter of the ball lived 
up to It as he smacked Sikander 
Bakht for 19 in one over including 
d sixei No bowler made an> im 
pression on him and even when 
Sarfra/ came on, Kapil gave him the 
stick quite hberall> and look a huge 


siv oft the Pakistani paic bowler. 

After the departuie of Kapil Dev 
(Ibw to Sarfriz foi a carter best 
59 in Te'^ts) the Indian innings folded 
up-Sarfraz <laiiTiing four wukets, 
Imran thiee Sikander two and Qasini 
one re*'Pectively Saifiaz now 
has 94 wickets in Tests and should 
have had more if both Mohindcr and 
Gavaskar had not bten dropped oft 
bun Sartid? brought oft a daz/hng 
catch HI the gully off Imian to dis 
miss Gavaskar for 111 Ihis wa^ 
Gavaskar’s fourteenth lest 100 and 
made him one of the few cricketers 
of the subcontinent to score a ecu 
tuiy against ever^ Tost plaving 
country in the world Gava'^kai s Ill 
may not be his best batting effort, 
but It laid a solid foundation to the 
Indian innings whose total was 
later given m spec labilit> by Kapil 
Dev and Ghavri 

This day one spell from Imran 
was full of fire and venom and 
Imran bowled fastor perhaps, than 
he has ever done b^fon with the 
possible e\i option of Svdnov in 
1976 77 Sarfraz bowled intclligenllv. ^ ^ 







relying less on pace and more on 
movement. Iqbal Qasim was generally 
unimpressive and was over-bowled 
by Mushtaq. Sikander plugged away 
and except for the severe punish, 
ment by Kapil Dev, came out of the 
battle with his image untarnished. 
Mushtaq bowled three overs and his 
coming on only when India had 
reached 325 was something which 
haflied many. 

With India’s 344 on the board. 
Pakistan went in after lea—an early 
tea having been taken aa India were 
ail out at 2: 20 p,m. (local time) 

under some pressure. But both Majid 
iind Mudassar played well and push¬ 
ed the score along until in the 80s, 
when Majid, after having made 44, 

a ed one on his wicket from 
Dev. Majid seems to be get¬ 
ting out in the 40s in this .series and 
just when spectators are settling 
back to enjoy a long and majestic 
innings from him. 

' The four overs which Chandra 
bowled today gave an indication 
that he could be the danger man 
for Pakistan on the third day and 
India would welcome a good per¬ 
formance from him, Bari came in 
for his now familiar role of night- 
watchman, which meant that the 
spectators had to wait to see Zaheer 
in action. 

3rd day : Bedi's 
bowiing changes 
puzzling 

F rom 92 for 1 overnight, 

Pakistan slumped to 187 for 5, 
shortly before lunch on the third 
day. Ghavri disposed off the night- 
watchman Bari early in the morning 
by slanting one across his bat, which 
Bari dutifully snicked behind. 
Mudassar reached a belaboured 50 
but soon afterwards Chandra, com¬ 
ing on, got one to rise awkwardly 
from a good length and Mudassar, 
trying to fend it away, was 
brilliantly snapped up at short-leg by 
a tumbling Chauhan In the very 
next over, Chandra beat Asif lobal 
with a fast googly which kept low 
and umpire Shuja answered 
his plea in the affirmative. 

Zaheer, who had come in at the 
fall of Bari's wicket to a deafening 
ovation from an overflowing Natio¬ 
nal Stadium, did show glimpses of 
his Faisalabad and Lahore form, in 
particular with two shimmering 
cover drives which hit the pickets 
with lighting speed. However, he 
appeared uncomfortable against 
both Bedi and Chandra and when 42, 
played a bad shot, the ball ballooned 
uo behind the wicket-keeper and 
Viswanath ran in quickly from first 
slip to gratefully accept the catch. 
At this stage, PakiUan were 187 for 
5 and in a real soup, as a determined 
Mushtaq joined an equally grim and 
determined Miandad to start “opera¬ 
tion save the innings”. Both played 
very sensibly and most responsibly 
giving respect to the good deliveries 


Kapil Dev hooking for six 


and punishing the loose ones. Both 
adopted the right tactics against 
Chandra — of playing him on the 
front foot. Bedi rang the changes 
in order to dislodge them and at one 
stage, the Indian captain’s moves 
became quite puzzling. He brought 
nn Chandra for one over from the 
University Road end, then took the 
new ball (which meant banishing 
Chandra to deep third man) and 
after two overs, instructed Ghavri to 
bowl slow spinners. 


Mushtaq and Miandad both reached 
their 50s and bv close, of play had 
taken Pakistan to within five runs 
of India’s 344. Mushtaq was batting 
with 77 and Miandad 80. 

4th day: Gavaskar still 
there but .. . 

A FINE 100 BY MIANDAD, LUSTY 
hitting by Imran (32), and a 
merrily wagging Pakistan tail 


Sarfraz 28, Qasipi 29, n.o. and Sikaii- 
der 22 n,o. — enabled Mushtaq lu 
declare at 481 for 9, one hour after 
lunch, giving Pakistan what many 
considered to be a match-winning 
lead of 137. 

India started their second' innings 
.shakily, losing Chetan Chauhan to a 
catch hy Bari off Sarfraz when their 
.scoreboard had registered five. But 
Mohinder Amarnath. restored to his 
rightful place at no 3, because his 
brother Surinder was unwell, and 
the solid Gavaskar put their heads 
together for a great second-wicket 
stand. After tea, in contrast to theii 
batting before the Interval, they cut 
loose and bammened the Pakistan 
bowling at will. Mohinder, leading 
a charmed life (he w^s floored by 
/aheer at jiecond slip) gave excellant 
support to Gavaskar and notched up 
his first 50 of the serii^s. Gavaskar 
and Amarnath took India to within 
IS runs of drawing level with Pak¬ 
istan when, late In the day, tmraii 
came on and bowled Mohln^r for 





63.* The nightwatchman was Klr- 
inani« who should have been stump¬ 
ed by the usually-viailant Bari no 
sooner had he arrived at the crease. 
India went home still six runs in 
arrears* but Gavaskar was going 
great guns. 

5th day: Fantastic 
victory 

W HAT A THRILLING AND BK- 
fitting finish to a great Test 
match at the National Stadium, 
Karachi. With the clock showing 
slightly after five in the evening, the 
shadow>s lengthening, the light grow¬ 
ing dim and the breeze becoming 
cooler. Miandad drove Mohinder 
Amarnath’s fifth delivery of the nine¬ 
teenth mandatory over for two to 
give Pakistan victory by eight wic¬ 
kets and the fan-packed, almost over¬ 
flowing National Stadium at Karachi 
hurst into an ovation seldom heard. 
This had been a truly great match 
and the crowd on all five days got 
their money’s worth. Pakistan com¬ 
pletely outclassed India in all depart¬ 
ments of the game and really deser¬ 
ved to win. India fought hard ail 
the way and had they saved the 
gome, no one would have grudged 
them the draw. 

When India began this morning at 
131 lor 2, it seemed that with n 
gicat amount of batting to come, 
the match was heading f(>r a draw. 
But then the Pakistani pacemrn 
Imran, Sarfraz and" Sjkander, dis¬ 
posed off Kirmani, Viswanath and 
Vengsarkar. Iqbal Qasini brilliantly 
ran out Surindcr Amarnatb to make 
India 173 for 6 and in a real soup. 

However, with Gavaskar there and 
Ghavri settling down, Indian hope» 
were s\ill high. Gavaskar completed 
bis second hundred ojf the. Oiatcb* 
thus joiniiy; Wjgkott. ileadley4. ShV 
cltfle and (T S. Chappell.as only the 
Wth man in Test history to make a 
biflidred in. eadr 'inmngs more tbati 
once. He also became the l|ighest 
hm-gettor for India, surpassing 
Polly Hmrigar’s 3,631 in Test. But 
once Sarfraz had got rid of him — 
Bari taking an excellent catch low 
down at the feet of Majid at first 
slip — India’s hopes faded again. 
And, in spite of a brave partnership 
between Ghavri and Kapil Dev, India 
were all out minutes before tea, for 
300, setting Pakistan 164 runs to win 
In 35 minutes plus 20 mandatory 
overs. 

This was a tall but not unachlev 
able target for the Pakistan batting 
power-house and Musbtaq ordered 
full speed ahead by sending Asif 
with Majid. The required run rate 
was about six plus an over and the 
Pakistani batsmen slowly built this 
rata up. M^id went at 21, brilliant 
ly taken by Cbauhan at point. Mian¬ 
dad joined Asif and both batted res 
ponaioly and sensibly, stealing quick 
singles and taking twos and threes 
where lesser mortals would have 
settled for less. Some despondency 
descended on the Pakistani camp 
when Alts went, caught behind oft 


Mohinder, but Imran had aggressiye 
intentions. The turning point of the 
game was an over from Bedi when 
Imran and Miandad slammed 17 
runs and the Pakistani supporters 
breathed more freely. 

India made two more mistakes 
leaving Chandra in the dressing 
room since he is not a terribly good 
fielder (his bowling may have con¬ 
tained the Pakistani batsmen) and 


overbowling Bcdi. Their Initial mis^ 
take, of course, was the leaving out 
of Venkat from the side. 

Pakistan have won the series con¬ 
vincingly by 2-0 and they throughly 
deserved this. Understandably, Za- 
heer and Gavaskar were named ’man 
of the series' for their sides and 
Miandad 'man of the match', although 
many votes may have gone for Gavas. 
kar as well/ 





Pakistan 

deserving 

winners 

M A. K. PATAU DI 

November 14: 
Competent Gavaskar 
shows the v\/ay 

I NDIA AS IXPECTTD, REWARD- 
ed Cihavn tor his perfoiiiidnu^ in 
the prcMous match, but not Vonkat 
raghdvctii This meant thdt India 
went into a Test with only two n* 
pillar spinneis afttr 44 mairhes and 
il things do nut go to plan she may 
well iHul the absence ot an off spin 
iier a little embaiiassing Pakistan 
piettned Sikkander Bakht to Salim 
Altat a decision whuh should leal 
ly make lillle difference 

The wicket looked patchy. Iheie 
w js glass hpi< and there, whuh 
gave it vdiiable bounce but not 
much pace Bishen won the toss 
and gratefully accepted his fiist bit 
of r( il luck by electing to bat 

Gdvaski I began with the usual con 
fidence and roncentralion But Chau 
han g ive the Indian camp some 


anxious momenls He was beaten 
outside the off stump and was again 
luund wantinjg m his ability to 
negotiate the rising delivery He 
outpaced Gavaskar but just when he 
looked settled tor a long stay, 
checkf d an on dii\e and was easily 
caught at mid on He had it least 
seen off the in w bdl whuh made 
burinder s job that ninch easier No 
mallei what the situation Suiioder's 
attitude towards batting remains the 
same Hi» like to attack and this 
he did by gliding the quickies 
througli gull} down to thud man 
If(' also plaved a v(‘r> anthentic 
hook off tmi an Iheia two came m 
to lum h ii.isi pai ated 

Aftu the break it was Oavaskar 
who took over He h d bei ii strong 
h silent in the moimng session He 
had not onl> smvived what would 
have been a iiin out d the throw 
had be< n accurate but also a veiv 
confident appeal tor a bat and p<ul 
catch Gdvaskai on his own admis 
Mon has now bei orne a nonwalkei 
and if he did play this bill he ran 
take it as c nnipi nsalion for whit 
happened at 1 ahoic He can also 
liimscll how inanv limes he his 
gi\cn out when he has not bei ii out 
and how many tunes he has been 
given not out wtun in tact he has 
b“tn out These soil ot things tend 
to even out over the vtiis 

But mon* to the point, he lost 
Suiindei who flicked Qasim, quick 
and low but Mushtaej’s icflexcs 
we'^c even quukti at backwaid 
shoitleg India weic now 131 for 
2 still well set lor a large total 


but again dependant nn the two 
brothers m law 

Viswanath, unfortunately, had to 
combat not only the Paki*Jtani bowl 
eis, but a large section of a rowdy 
crowd whuh, without adequate rest 
raint, had spilled over on to the 
ground and was generally milling 
around the boundaiy It was obvi* 
oils that he was distracted One has 
never seen Viswanath comprehensive- 
1} bt,al< n hy three consecutive deli 
\eries This he was as Tmran moved 
the first away, and then brought 
the next into him to nearly catch 
Viswanath plumb in front Tlie 
thud found him on dnving, with 
more hope than design He was 
Iwwlrd as he placed aiioss the line, 
with his head in the air and with 
out any fno\omfnl fror# his feet 
This made India 132 for 3 and the 
struggle was on again 

The military police wis unable to 
quieten this ciowd and Gavaskar 
very sensibh refused to bat The 
plavcis walked m ioi earh tea 
while a hopi ful announcement was 
made, appealing to the tinei sent 
merits of trie student section Hiis 

had no eftiLCt whatsoever ind the 

not police anivfd and limd them 
selves along the ‘steps of what one 
supposes would be the eqnivaJcmt ol 
Hie 1 it Stand at the Braboiiine 
St *dium Attei that one could 
have heard a pin drop that aiea 

The pldjeis returned to some 
desultory clapping and iinmediatclv 
Gavaskai diove ‘saitia/ stiaight to 
the fence He did the same to 




Qasim through extra cover and then 
he lay back and square*cut him 
powerfully to reach the 80s. 

Meanwhile, Vengsarkar had been 
unsure, unable, to get into any kind 
of rhythm : he was making batting 
look very difficult. The Pakistani 
bowlers all recognise that he is 
strong on the leg side and were 
keeping the ball on or outside the 
off stump. 

The score had wended its rather 
weary way to 179 in 59 overs, when 
Vengsarkar was caught by Majid at 
first slip. It was an identical deli¬ 
very to fbe one he got at Lahore 
in the second ^innings and he played 
an identical shot. For Mohinder 
Mushtaq brought back Imran and 
arranged his long leg, but Mohinder 
survived and not without comfort 
to see the day through. 

Though Pakistan had taken her 
own sweet time in howling 69 overs 
on this first day, all her bowlers 
had bowled a good line and length. 
Also, on this long and slow outfield 
her ground fielding was professionaly 
atheletic. 

For India, Gavaskar had played 


c:nother competent innings. He is 
still there in the 90s, and while he 
remains, India can nope to cross 
the 400 mark, which is the absolute 
minimum if Pakistani batting is to 
be put under any kind of pres.sure. 

Qasim had turned the oddball, 
though slowly, which suggests that 
later on Indian spinners may get 
some purchase, in which case an 
ufT-spinner will be missed. 

November 15: 

Kepi! Dev brilliant 

A PPARENTI.Y, in PAKISTAN, IT 
makes a difference if there is a 
holiday or not. Today, there was 
not and the stands were quarter 
empty, when Gavaskar and Mohin- 
der came out. With the new ball 
only a few overs away Mushtaq 
opened with Bakbt and Qasim and 
Gavaskar duly reached his fourteenth 
century with a squaro-cut off the 
latter. Now, every country that he 
has played against has suffered from 
his prolific bat. 

Nothing much was expected in 
these early overs and both sides were 
waiting for tne new ball. Ibis was 
taken as soon as it became available, 


.lust after India crossed 200. This 
was the most critical period for both 
teams. Pakistan wanted a break- 
through and India needed to survive 
the next hour with as little dumage 
as possible if she hoped to compile 
a big score. Both Sari>az ajid Imran 
generated some pace off this wicket 
and neither batsman was happy. 
Gavaskar, for once, misjudged a 
rising delivery and was hit on Uie 
neck. The next ball he played away 
from his body, but luck held as Asif, 
at backward shorMeg. dropped a 
sharp chance. With thi.s shot Gavas- 
kar reached 111, which is a figure 
many batsmen consider unlucky ; 
and so it proved. He quite unneces¬ 
sarily followed an Imran uurswinger 
and guided the ball into Sarfraz's 
hands at gully. 

Over the years Gavaskar has 
forced his critics to expect a very 
high standard from him. This 
innings fell short of it. For most 
others this would have been consi¬ 
dered a good hundred but for 
Gavaskar. No. It was as if he was 
forcing himself to concentrate 
there were moments when he seem 
ed to lack conviction and times 
when his strokes seemed without 
purpose. And yet, a hundred is a 
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Atif Ibw off Chandraaefinar 

hundred, and it was again Gavaskar 
who laid the foundation of what 
eventually became a respectable to^ 
tal. 

Mohinder again confounded those 
who had seen him Kti all those runs 
in Australia. Once more, he took 
his eyes off a bouncer and was hit 
high on the hack and then nearly 
gloved another to gully. He was 
put out of his misery as he pushed 
forward hopefully to Sarfraz and 
was adjudged L.B.W. 

This made the score 219 for 6. 
but India suffered no more, as 
Kirmani and Ghavri played sensibly 
to go into lunch having added 23 
runs against some hostile bowling. 

After lunch. Kirmani danced down 
the wicket and hit Qasim straight, 
but this was to be the end of his 
resistance. An uppish flick, which 
would normally have fetched a single 
to long-leg, was brilliantly caught by 
Mushtatj. 

This brought India’s two opening 
bowlers together and one was wit¬ 
ness to some of the most entertain¬ 


ing batting to be produced by the 
Indian side. Kapil started by book¬ 
ing Bakht for 4. He then launched 
into Qasim, driving, lofting and cut¬ 
ting him out of the attack. These 
two put on SO runs in seven overs, 
with Ghavri contributing only nine. 
For the first time Mushtaq was 
really nonplussed* He pressed Sar¬ 
fraz into the attack and Kapil 
despatched him over long-leg for 
two huge sixes to reach his SO. 

A midfield conference was held 
between the captain and his bowlers 
and Mushtaq himself came on, but 



Gavaskar: T 06 eeniuries 


it was barfraz who brought one back 
to trap Kapil L.B.W. It had been 
an exhilarating innings, which did 
much to uplift Indian morale* 

One hopes that Kapil will begin to 
take his batting seriously and not 
consider himself purely an opening 
bowler. If he bats at No. 7, he can 
lay claims to being a genmno all- 
rounder and render further valuable 
service to his country. He also 
merits a couple of months coaching 
by Alf Cover in England. One 
hopes the Indian board also feels the 
same. 

Meanwhile, Ghavri had batted very 
sensibly. This is not the first time 
that ne has saved India from imo- 
miny. His contribution to the eight 
wicket record partnership was Just 
as valuable as Kapil’s. But now the 
end of the Indian rearguard action 
was near. Bedi was caught at first 
slip off Imran and Ghavri similarly 
taken by Majid again off Sarfraz 
and the innings closed at 344, 

The rest of the day beloni^ 
mostly to Pakistan and except Tor 
taking Majid’s wicket, IpdigD bowV 



fOg made little impression on the 
FdKistanl batsmen. Majid again got 
out when he looked completely in 
charge. But while he was there, he 
did not even bother to go on the 
back foot to the Indian 'fast bowlers 
but played them on the up with 
complete disdain. Nor did the spin¬ 
ners trouble him. Mudassar is still 
there with 39 good runs and so is 
Bari, though he has yet to score. 
Pakistan at 91 for 1 are in a perfect 
position to launch her offensive after 
the rest day, 

November 17: Pakistan 
slip out of noose.-. 

P KISTAN l,OST BARI EARLY IN 
the morning. He failed to gel 
behind one that moved across him 
to be caught behind otf Ghavri. 

Kapil Dev and Ghavri both bowl¬ 
ed tidily, though Kapil tended to 
overbowl the shorter deliveries. On 
this type of wicket, where the odd 
balls hit low and others come up 
more than expected, it is only neoes- 
saiy to pitch it straight and on a 
length and eventually the wicket 
will do the work for you. 

Zaheer bogan with a beautiful 
squaiecuT. which made one wonder 
it he believed in the law of averages. 
But variable bounce m a wicket will 
always worry the type of batsman 
who likes to play on the up. Also. 
Zaheer is an over-superstitious cric- 
heter and certain happenings duiing 
the previous evening had c'onvinced 
him that this was not going to be 
another Lahore. Whatever the rea¬ 
son, tor once Zaheer looked mortal. 
Kven so, he reached 40 before Bodi 
beat him with one that turned ap- 
preciablv and then had him top 
edging a sweep which Viswanalh 
nipped behind the wicket-keeper and 
Took letl-handed. 

Confident against the quicker bow¬ 
lers. Mudassar eventually managed 
to glove a short googly off Chandra 
to Chauhan at forward .short-leg. A 
Miandad or Zaheer would have des¬ 
patched this ball to the mid-wicket 
fence. Soon after, Asif was caught 
in front as be played back to a 
Chandra leg break which kepi loW, 
This made Pakistan 187 for 5 and 
foT the first time Chandra was on 
the attack and Indian bowling look^ 
ed hostile. 

It is very rarely that Chandra in 
this type of mood does not get a 
further breakthrough. As jt was, ha 
had been brought into the attack a 
little late and must have been rar* 
ing to go. Bui he was up against 
not only Miandad, who watches the 
ball more carefully than any other 
Pakistani batsman, but also Mush- 
taq, who has 20 years of Test expe¬ 
rience behind him. These two sur¬ 
vived till lunch. 

After lunch the start was delayeil 
by IS minutes. Parts of the crowd, 
feeling restive, had started stoning 
each other. When authority inter- 


Scorecard 


fakMtmi va iMla. UiirA 1?aat, idayed at Karachi on November 14. 
IS, 17, II aidl 19. Captaiaa; Mvahtaq Mohammad and Bisheii Singh 
Bel). Beds van the toM and deeded to hat. 


INOU <lat taadaia): BOWtlNC 


S. M. Gavadcar c Sarfraa b 
Imran 111 

C. P. S. Chauhan c Qasim b 
Sarfraa 33 

S. Amarnath c Mushtaq b 
Qasim 30 

G. R. Vlswanath b Imran 0 

O. Veogsarkar c Majid b 
Sikander 11 

M. Amarnath Ibw b Sarfras 14 

S. M. H. Klrmani c Mushtaq 
b Sikander 14 

K. Ghavri c Majid b Sarfras 42 

Kapil Dev Ibw b Sarfras 59 

B. S. Bedl c Majid b Imran 4 

B. S. Chandrasekhar not out 0 

Extras 26 


rOTAL 


344 


FALL OF WICKETS: 


1 for 58 (Chauhan). 2 for 131 (S. 
Amarnath), 3 for 132 (Viswa- 
nath), 4 for 179 (Vengsarkar), 
5 for 217 (Gavaskar), 6 for 2l9 
(M. Amarnath), 7 for 253 (Kir- 
mani), 8 for 337 (Kapil Dev), 9 
for 344 (Bedi). 

BOWLING: 


Imran Khan 
Sarfras Nawas 
Sikander Bakht 
Iqbal Qasim 
Mudassar Naxar 
Mushtaq Mohammad 


32-12-75-3 
31,4- 4-894 

22- 6-76 2 

23- 6-67-1 
4- 2- 5-0 
3 - 0 - 6-0 


PAKISTAN (1st Innings) 

Majid Khan b Kapil Dev 44 

Mudassar Naaar c Chauhan 
b Chandrasekhar 57 

Wasim Bari c Ktrmanl 
b Ghavri 3 

Zaheer Abbas c Viswgaath 
b Bedi • 42 

Asif Iqbal Ibw b Chandrasekhar I 
Javed Miandad c Kirmani 
b Kapil Dev 100 

Musbdaq Mohammad c sub 
(Venkatrai^avan) b Ghavri 78 

Imran Khan b Chandrasekhar 32 

Sarfras Nawas c sub (Gaekwad) 
b Kapil Dev 28 

Iqbal Qasim not out 29 

Sikandar Bakht not out 22 

Extras 45 

TOTAL (for nine declared) 481 

PALL CP WICKETS 

1 for 84 (MaUd). 2 for 104 (Bari), 
i fbr.' 153 (Mudassar). 4 for 155 
5 for 187 (Zaheer). 6 for 
341 (Mudlltaq). 7 for 374 (Mian¬ 
dad), 8.for 4^ (Imran), .9 for 

-447<a«rffaa).- 

' '' 


Kapil Dev 

(Jhavri 

Amarnath 

Chandraoekhar 

Bedi 

Chauhan 


42 4132-3 
24 5 66-2 
14-2 39 0 
25-4 97 3 
35 5-99-1 
1 0-3-0 


INDIA (2nd Innings) 

S. Gavaskar c Bari b Sarfray 137 
C. Chauhan c Bari b Sartxaz 0 
14. Amarnath b Imran 53 

S. Kirmani c Qasim b Imran 4 

C. Viswanatli c Ban b Sarfraz ) 

S, Amarnath run out 14 

D. Vengsarkar c Bari 

b Sikander I 

K. Ghavri c Mudassar b Imran 53 
Kapil Dev c Mushtaq b Sarfraz 34 
B. Bedi not out 0 

B. S. Chandrasekhar b Sarfra/ 0 
Extras 21 

Total 300 

FALL OF WICKETS 

1 for 5 (Chauhan), 2 for 122 
(Mohtnder), 3 for 143 (K‘rrnahi), 
4 for 147 (Vis»hwanath), 5 for 170 
(Surinder), 6 for 173 (Vengsar' 
kar). 7 for 346 (Gavaskat), 8 for 
297 (Ghavri), 9 tor 299 (Kapil 
Dev). 

BOWUNG 


Imran Khan 28-7-76 3 

Sarfraz Nawaz 24-5 70*5 

Sikander Bakht 10 242-1 

Iqbal Oasim 7-1-27-0 

Mudassar Nazar 2 0*13 0 

Mushtaq Mohammad 9-0-36-0 

Javed Miandad 2 0 15 0 


PAKISTAN (gnd timings) 


Majid Khan c Chauhan 
b Kapil Dev 14 

Asif Iqbal c Kirmani 
b M. Amarnath 4t 

Javed Miandad not out 63 

Imran Khan not out 5) 

Extras 13 

TOTAL (for two wickets) 165 


PALL OF WICKETS 

I for 21 (Majid), 2 for 118 (Asif) 

BOWLING 

Kapil Dev 9 047-1 

Karsan Ghavii 6*0*36 0 

M. Amarnath 5.50-56 I 

B. S. Bedi 4 0-33*0 


FaUatan won by eight wickets. 
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vonod^ both the sides shifted target 
and gave attention to the pohcf 
rhctc was a mini lathi charge and 
a little tcir gas employed For those 
of us who remember the match 
against the West Indies at Calcutta 
in l%b this was mild stuff 

When play did start Bedi put 
Chandra and bimscli in charge of 
the attack It was essential for Indn 
to separate this pair quickly, but 
( handra was oft taiget bowlnig 
shoi t and down tlm Jeg side and also 
presenting Mushtaq with some full 
tosses Bedi himself bowled well, 
but Miandad was watchful and used 
his feet wc 11 to smother the spin 
Chandia has always been unpredict¬ 
able which IS wh> India has been 
raieful and kept a thud spinner, 
Now as Mushtaq and Miandad had 
made some easy runs against him. 
Bishen had no choice but to recall 
his opening bowlers, though he could 
have waited for a fc w more minutes 
and hoped that Chandra would pro 
duce one of his unplayable debvor 
les 

Cihavri was asked to bounce at 
Mushtaq which made no impression 
He was hooked hard At drinks the 
sroie had moved to 252 for 5 and 
Pakistan was slipping ‘out of the 
noose 

When the partnership was worth 
69 runs Kapil took over from Ghav- 
ri with little effect and then Chan¬ 
dra replaced Bedi for one over 
before the new ball was taken 

Both these opening bowlers are 
more than useful when they keep 


the ball up to the batsman and try 
to move it through the air They did 
cause some concern to Mushtaq who 
was well beaten by an outswinger 
from Kapil and then neailv phved 
on to Ghavn But a wicket was deni 
ed to India and by tea time both the 
batsmen had reached their 5Us 

And so they continued after the 
break e\tr watchful and responsj 
hie vet ncvei missing an opportunity 
to score The running between the 
wickets was of high standard with 
Miandad by Far the best on cither 
side in this department Just for a 
minute Miandad lost concentration 
to satisfy the rrowd which was ihan 
ting foi a SIX He has been known 
to play for the gallery but Mushtaq 
lantioned him At close these two 
had broken the fifth wirket recoid 
and were still together, having put 
on 152 well made runs 

Pakistan was five runs behind 
with two days lo go and five wickets 
in hind and on a wiiket which will 
presumably play less true with time 
There could be a few mild heart 
attacks befoie the game is over 

November 18: And 
tighten it around India 

L ike the previous two, this 

morning also bi ought an early 
wicket Mushtaq did not get ovei the 
ball and hooked Ohavri straight to 
long leg where Venkat substituting 
for Surinder. took the catch with 
studied ease With a deficit of only 
three runs Imran made his intentions 
clear by hitting the lust ball lor six 


He was to hit two more later Miaa<» 
dad and he added a further 33 runs, 
and the former notched hi$ fourth 
Test hundred He is not an attrac¬ 
tive player to watch He does not 
have Zaheer’s giace or Viswanath's 
style, but he is very effective Apart 
from his size, he reminds one of 
Polly Hmiigar When defending, he 
watches the ball carefully, making 
last second adjustments with the bat 
to meet any late deviation When he« 
attacks, he does so with gusto and 
the power of strong forearms. He 
also likes to play for the gallery, 
which was probably his undoing in 
this innings In Pakistan, as in India, 
a hundred is celebrated by a num 
ber of people, mostly hoys, running 
onto the field One of the^e presen¬ 
ted Miandad with his hat, which he 
pul on much to the apprenalion of 
the crowd Next ball he was slow 
onto a bouncci and tup edged it to 
Kirmani Nevertheless his innings 
and partnersihp with Mushtaq had 
saved Pakistan from serious trouble. 
The Pakistani Tail wagged slrunglj 
the last four batsmen contributing 
over an hundred runs to give Pakis 
tan a formidible lead of 147 suns 
befoie Mushtaq declared 

Of the Indun bowk is Kapil had 
bowled the ino^t and the best and 
hjd pjoved this wiiters intuition en 
tuoly wrong He had moved the ball 
consistently away from thc^ bat and 
had disturbed both Sarfraz and Imian 
with some quick bouncers He is 
without doubt the find of this tone 
and if some proper coaching can 
leach him the points of quick bow 
ling India will have found a very 
useful cncketer 





Bedi*s captaincy had been found 
wanting Tie ovrrbovsled himseif and 
undei bowled Ghavu As so«ti as 
Pakisfan had fiu<^%ed the 400 maik. 
the iiutialive had bien wies'ed in»n 
India v\ho now* hid no chanfo oS 
winning this game the most &iie 
ton Id hope to diaw it In such a 
situation, time wa^ of as much 
essence as wiukels and anyway it 
was up to Piki^tan to show whether 
she intended go foi ^ win oi 
settle for a one ml victory It would 
ha\e made ino^e sense to ti\ and 
^.losc uw the giiTK, to pld> loi time 
and kl Pakjsta»i do the iiinning The 
longer Pakistan took, the less India 
would iiase to bat and on this wuket 
Iheie was (erUinty that Indian 
bal^intn could rope with Sarfiaz and 
Imran O'^perialh with Vengsarkai 
miured and Sumidei ill India's se- 


nient, Gavaskai was sure in dofenre, 
Ihilike the early part ol this innings 
wlietc he Thing his hat at evMV 
thine, h( was toulenl to wad and 
•.toie oil a Iqom dehM n to ’h 
hoiH‘St one lia^ h rjifua t<*ed to 
de^nibe <a\a‘ki/’ (Th*.t(n<^ it i' 

ba» become difficult to v»jiU a v a 
nevs Sufhee it to u Ui ^ it ^ i 
l>pinil Ga\a>kH inniriL^*' /u iiiujl* hnu 
a welld(sei\Mi huinjrtd uid th 
in‘'tlv dcsf'vtrl hi iMoi of < nh 

the blUi pii^on to h<ni s oimI hu i 
dieds ni eich un in^» more thi i 
ome But he col oii^ Utsr Tnd ^ 
seemed to be ck^diig tin worjiK 

Once agiin Indim bitting w »s 

*ya^fyaz \ ital Jnd inmnq^ t >j 

fof J 


unde pr' Nsjiu Hid Ohivn end Ka- 
oil ‘ttod fi h< ih p’aycd sensible 
rnt»<r I ‘tiJ > i,»i! intelh 

nu Wiv biivi in yc^is PiVi,tan's 
hena M >11 1 <is Hif s( two put on 

ovct )0 * c-ip ^ by hlaci's 
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,vii^ LowIms They bin hit n h* Im d 
^ II i I ifii >'uotih fujwes of 9 


cond innings began disastiously, as 
f liauhan, trying to Tend a bouncer 
fiom Sarfia/ was caught by Btri 
down the leg side Mohinder, who 
came ni place oT hl^ biotlior, wa« 
dicpped by /aheer at second slip 
ile va^ look ng apprehen‘*ive, as both 
Siili r an*^ I mi an bowled at thfir 
witu t \\fnl w is even inou^ un 
riujuf' A <s that (jivaskai’i^ attitude 
b(c\me 1 jsujl He lot Bakht for four 
bouaoiTif% in on< o\er two of them 
beip ’ lotted o\< r mid un lie then 
ho* h d Qisim mid wicket and 

helped a Sarha, bouncer over third 
’^hp tr ^, 1 , jn intorrsting \Tfialion 
of a Gavaskar mood Mn‘^ itaq didn’t 
know whji to think of if all Neither 
did th's writer ForUinatcly foi India, 
be settled down as he moved into the 
40s and slarted playing with his foi- 
mer conrenti alinn A well timed oTT- 
drnc and a push for two and he 
leached his 50 with absolutely no 
lecogoition fioni the crowd 

At, the other end, Mohinde^* had 
decided to take fate into his hands 
Uc played a> he must have played 
in Aiislialia and even two long legs 
did not dete-r him tiom hooking. Yet, 
as he gol awd> with it, his innings 
began to acquire character and autho 
ntv 

He reached hi^ 50 hooking Imran 
toi siK and then was bowk d choo¬ 
sing the wiong line 

India at the end of the day, was 
131 tor 2 and the game still wide 
open 

November 19: 

Que sera, sera 

T his final morning, gavas 

kar held firm watching the mid 
die order collapse at the other end. 
Kjimani, Viswanath and Vengsarkar 
were all out cheaply and Sunnder 
quite unncjcessanly as he went for a 
second run There are various ways of 
committing suicide and this is the 
most futile. So once again it was left 
to Gavaskar to salvage India's honour 
and in this he was amply helped by 
Chavri. Today, Gavaskar was recog¬ 
nisable as his old self. On a wicket 
on which Pakistan's quicker bowlers, 
especially Sarfraz, got some move* 



'> fij 


last an after shave spray that 
minates dabbing with hand, saves 
ie, comes out in the right quantity, 
id, of course, the tingling feel of 
(ury when the spray touches the. 
n It is not meant for everybody. 
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Nfftiijniii: w^a- 

]|8#«rv64> vIcWbw ' fdr 
Tlwt «p«1) t<t«tQ Bisben !leo^ 

«4 oiBT f ^ His twb <fv«r« cost 
26 mis, u w«s swo mrfortaaate 
tfeMt Kikrsat^ Ghtivii Kssttl 

tMtfA wtta liad to ds tbeil best 

Whea HsKlstHA wot chssing tlist 
nifumiioth ttftal of 164« were ex- 
Tiausted because earHer oa they 
were oseddated in a hmt hatting 
juaitnershifu tbiB was a atinlfi* 
Cant factor. Bat hats of tO Bunft 
for his GonconlratioQ. If only 
Viswanath or Vengsailwt had 
^cked. 


Hatatmaat Singkt Bahistad 
was dearly the supetior ddh. Once 
again the cardinal prinonle of 
(dckot that a winning oopwniation 
most have a fast bowhv was 
driven home in this series. On 
wickds like that I ca&ouiy imagiiie 
a bowler of the of Subbaab 
Gnpte sncceedihg- BhcadSe H yod 
go tbroogh the scode sBm you 
will find that we dld^ 
out Pakistan even onee In 
three Test. Also, no 'leas a 
person than Sir Donahl Bradmast 
has said that this Pakistan hatt^ 
line-up is even better fan thn 
West tndiee No words can suSco 
for Sunil’s greatness, He has been 
playing a long hand over. Qie years 
and the constant strain is hogianiag 
to tell on htih. 

Naren Taadtaao: We weth' 
dearly ontplayedt but m coiila 
have saved ttie match, SdaBtpliQr' 
«d two great knodut. HHS aenes 

£ s {Hoved that we can no longer 
Mtii on our spinners, thar ace 
«fmg. The cdnydyitkm Of the 

ht tbb last 



jbtbtt fhr (uin^ 

IlOW Bcill Mn 1 
idHniMi.: 

lilw^hava. 




4itt Wtddur: Thdce itt the 
Sales' we came so dose to draw¬ 
ing the matdi, hut^uen lost it. l 
feel iPs larg^ doe to lack of 
aiwlieatoo pn our pa*. And some¬ 
how pr the o«w lack has also 
gehig agaio&t us, Fakistanis 
am puroresdonals, they won’t give 
gway anything. Vlswaiaith g^ a 
beMty. I also found that oar run- 
omg between the wideeta left lot 
of room for improvement for $ 
mas. we were satisfied wiw 2. 
And in the end we paid dearly for 
it Gbavri is too talented a cricket¬ 
er to«t>e used so sparingly. Wo 
had to square the series. Any team 
wanting to win a Test must score 
around 275 on the first day and 
not IdO-odd. And in the ftoal stage, 

e tdi jfiiould not have come on to 
wL We did not want a wicket 
We wanted to save runs, Bedt has 
been on|v hit before and at toat 
stage Imran could take the risks 
heoRise only runs mattered. I still 
can’t understand why Ghavii was 
not bowled or for that matter how 
they got those 164. 

mip SMmnd: 7he beHer side 
has won. The morning session on 
the mst day when we lost four 
wideets decided the game. The run- 
oot of Sttrioder was the turning 
pohit If wo wanted we could have 
laved Hie matdh. In the cloidng 
ttasOk it was a tactical error for 
Bed! to come on. Rather, Karsan 
Ghayri mmuld have been brought 
in. Gbavri who bOwls a flatter 
trajectory would have suited the 
occasion. If only our batsmen bad 
batted like Kaimin and KapiL The 
letter is definHely the find of the 
tour. 

Navi Ceakracter t Congratula¬ 
tions to Pakfstan. For Xnma, It’s 
the end of an era of our apinning 
trio. I have said before that we 
must look around for veplaoe- 
ments, We took no hee4L Now the 
inevitable has haiHiened. Our 
batting at Stages appeared to be 
' pathetic Our batsmen must learn 
from Gava^ar to play in tbe ‘V’ 
between rnnktiV and mld-oa. They 
must refrain from playing specta- 
mlar shots like glances and cuts. 
Our sewetors |nu$t tell the boys 
Mfl; tn tiy aatyOdag for the first 
'26 mlnufl^ Teat evicketers need 
tifld all thk. Bat aome- 
thsea the smallest ^ioga have to 
>6 told, fiminder was ron-out be- 
cmaie he Nm flto t«a very 
ifimaly. In odtstial circumstaates, 
even udmopt tmertiag to native 
|n^ emtoehm bow IM 





by a less than true wicket and by 
some excellant Pakistani catelling, 
Mushtaq himself taking an excep¬ 
tional catch at second slip to dismiss 
Kapil. 

Pakistan were left with 26 overs 
to score 164. Jt was now time for 
the fun and games in begin and for 
a large crowd an opportunity to wit¬ 
ness the sort of finish that one. rarely 
does in Test matches. 

Pakistan is considered one of the 
finest sides for this type ot cricket. 
India, because her players do not 
seem to take their limited-overs cri¬ 
cket very seriously, the poorest. 

Yet, on this wicket and on this 
slow outfield, ft was a tall order and 
the responsibility of fulfilling it fell 
to the Packerites. It was achieved 
professionally, with intelligent hittmg 
and running between the wickets. It 
was also helped by an unfortunate 
miscalculation by Bedi. 

To begin with, Asif and Majid 
opened. The Indian over rate was 
not appreciated by the aowd. But in 
fact it was much the same as Pakis¬ 
tan has maintained throughout the 
series. Both Kapil and Ghavri bowled 
a good line and while they kept it 
this way around seven runs an over 
looked difficuU. 

Al one time it wa.s 125 in 18 overs 
with Majid out. Later, 95 in 14 overs. 
Still later, Mohinder, W'ho had repla¬ 
ced Kapil gave away 12 runs and 
Bedi. who had come on for Ghavri, 
nine in one over and now 45 runs 
were required in seven overs, with 
Asif also out. 

It was theu that Bedi miscalcula¬ 
ted. It was obvious that the time had 
come for Imran to have a real swing 
and who else but against Bedi, And 
even if Imran had failed, there were 
nine others to try the same. It was 
time to bring on Ghavri, but Bedi 
persisted with himself and Imran 
helped himself to 18 runs with two 
huge sixe.s. For all intents and pur- 
po.s(*s that was it and Pakistan coa¬ 
sted liome to a great victory. 

There was no doubt that Paki.stan 
was the betlei allround .side and so 
deserved to win. She had also mana¬ 
ged to produce the type of wickets 
suited to her bowling and Sarfraz 
and Imran had taken better advan¬ 
tage as the series progressed. 

Yet, a fairer result may have been 
one nil for Pakistan, had Indian 
spinners coped better and the bats¬ 
men not let India down at crucial 
times. 

Indian selectors are fortunate that 
in the next .series, the oppo.sition will 
be minus their best players. Orrer- 
wise, one feels that there may have 
been a dramatic exposure of Indiad 
cricket. With its reliance on very 
limited batting and spinners with 
ovcrbowlcd shoulders, India’s present 
cricket strength is comparable to a 
thin layer of ice. 
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INVESTMENT 
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(A 


MAKE SURE 
BEFORE YOU 
INVEST 

NINE GOOD REASONS 
WHY YOU SHOULD 
SELECT 



yy ★ BHK HTFR I IGHF 

glows at the touch of your 
ket on the pedal 
^ I ONGFR LIFE lasts 
more than 3 life time 

♦ ECONOMIC AL—no rcC 
Kjrnng expanse of battery 

22 i ^uel or mainttn rnce 

^5 ' ^ * WORKS ALL THROUGH 

^ ^ ’"’x THFVrAR equally 

' \ bright in alt seasons 

^ ♦ UPrODATF TECHNOL 

* -OCY manuljclurf d in i 
^ ^ most modem plant with 

P^' i ^ ^ Japanese rollabor iiion 

★ QUALITY GUARANT- 

® EtO stri( T gunlily cont ol 

A ^ r ' maintained at every stage 

* INTFRNAnONAL ACC- 

f ^ EPTANCE beinq exported 

throughout the wond 
^ MODELS TO SUIT 
EVtR'r TASTE -^12 volts & 
6 volts with double 
bulbs or single bulb 
m different designs 

★ MARKETTING readily 
available with ail leputed 
dealers throughout India 

India's Largest Selling 12 Volts 
Sankyo Dynamo Light. 

Manufacturer 



Iijir 


INDO-JAPANESE 
INDUSTRIES LTD., Calcutta 

Marketed by 

NiGAM BROTHERS^ Calcutta 700 013 
Branches Bombay Delhi Madras Kanpur, Vijaywada. 

ORlEliTTn/U 


Averages 

Z AHEER ABBAS AND JA^^ED MI AND AD, WITH 
averages of 194 33 and 179 00, were first and second 
in the three Test senes 7aheer also topscorei with 583 
runs m the senes Gavaskar topped India’s averages 
with 89 40 and was also the lop scorer with 447 runs. 
Mudas<?ai topped the Pakistani bowling averages (9 00) 
but Saifia/ was the leading wicket tiker (17) Chandra 
nkhar wa^ India s leading wicket taker (8) and also 
topiH^d the aveiages i46 13) 

Gavaskir also lopped the avii iges for the entire loin, 
• •‘(oiing 888 iuns tor an avmage of 74 00 Ghavri was the 
best Indian bowler for the tour with 20 wickets at an 
aveiage of 23 85 


PAKISTAN: Batting 







T 

I N.O. Higlwst Total Aveiage 

— , — __ 


_ _ 

_ score 

_ 

___ 

Zaheer Abbas 

3 

5 

2 235 

n 0 

583 

194 33 

Javed Miandad 

3 

5 

3 154 

n 0 . 

358 

179 00 

Imran Khan 

3 

4 

2 32 


104 

5? 00 

Mushtaq Mohammad 

3 

5 

0 78 


150 

50 00 

Asif Iqbal 

3 

6 

1 104 

n 0 

199 

30 80 

Majid Khan 

3 

6 

0 47 


222 

3100 

Mudassar Nazai 

2 

3 

0 57 


98 

32 66 

Wasim Ban 

3 

3 

0 85 


91 

31 33 

Sadiq Mohammad 

1 

2 

0 41 


'I? 

28 50 

Sarfia/ Nawaz 

3 

2 

0 46 


28 

23 00 

Sikander BaKht 

2 

2 

2 22 


38 

— 

Iqbal (^asiin 

1 

1 

1 29 


29 


India-. Batting 








T 

1 N.O Highest Total 

Average 

__ _ 



_ocore 


■ ___ 

S M Gavaskar 

3 

6 

1 137 


447 

6940 

G Viswanath 

3 

3 

0 145 


249 

49 81) 

<. P S Chauhan 

3 

6 

1 93 


212 

42 40 

K Ghavn 

1 

2 

0 42 


77 

38 oO 

Ij Vengsarkar 

3 

5 

0 83 


188 

37 60 

Kapil Dev 

3 

5 

0 59 


159 

51 80 

S Amarnath 

3 

5 

0 60 


147 

29 40 

M Amarnath 

3 

5 

0 53 


98 

19 60 

S M H Kirmani 

3 

S 

1 39 

n 0 

70 

17 50 

LAS Prasanna 

2 

3 

2 10 

n 0 

15 

15 00 

B S Redi 

3 

5 

1 4 


10 

150 

BSC handrasekhar 

S 

4 

1 4 


4 

133 

PAKISTAN: Bowli 

nq 







O 


M 

R 

" W 

Av. 

Mudassar Nazar 

13 


5 

27 

3 

900 

Sarfra? Nawaz 

148 2 

27 

42 

17 

24 94 

Javed Miandad 

10 


2 

26 

1 

26 00 

Inn an Khan 

1621 

40 

441 

14 

3150 

Mushtaq Mohammad 

75 


16 

235 

6 

39 16 

Sikandor Bakht 

56 


21 

204 

3 

68 00 

Salim Altaf 

29 


7 

70 

1 

70 00 

Iqbal Qasim 

66 


27 

224 

2 

11200 

(Also bowled Majid Khan 2-0 5-0 » Sadiq 

Mohd. 4-0-16^» 

INDIA: Bowling 








0 


M 

R 

w 

A?a 

B S Chandrasekhar 
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K Ghavri 

30 


5 
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51.00 

Kapil Dev 

117 


11 
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B S Bedi 

138 


24 

449 

6 

74.63 

Mohindcr Amarnath 

63 5 

4 

277 

5 

92 33 

K A S Prasanna 

81 


17 

251 

2 

12S.50 


(Also bowled C Viswanath 4-0 7-0; C. Chaiihan 
6 0 29-0) Surinder Amarnath 15-0 5-1; S M. Cavaskar 
9-144 1 



Gavaskar 
is new 
captain 

S UNIL MANOHAR GAVASKAR. 

29. was named the new captain 
tor the series against West Indies 
by the five-member selection com¬ 
mittee which met in Bombay on 
November 21. The committee delibe¬ 
rated for two-and-half hours before 
deciding to replace Bedi by Gavaskar. 

SporUworld correspondents did i 
quick survey of what ex-cricketers 
and cricket officials felt about the 
change : 

Mr R- P. Mehra, former CMcket 
Board President: I have always 
had a high opinion ot Gavaskar since 
I first observed him from close 
quarters )n 1971 when 1 accompanied 
the touring party to England as 
treasurer. HivS knowledge of the game 
and tus experience as captain, be 
sides, of course, his batting ability, 
will stand him and the country in 
good stead. 

1 agree that the choice of Gavaskar 
as Indian captain is good, out I do 
not agree with vi^ho would 

blame Bedi for our defeat in Pakistan. 
Bedi's learn were playing against 
heavy odds of all kinds. No visiting 
team has found winning against 
Pakistan in Pakistan as easy task. 

Knowing Bedi as I do, 1 am quite 
sure bn will be glad to strive to give 
oif his best under Gavaskar's captain¬ 
cy. If he is selected to play for 
India in the coming one year, he has 
every chance of becoming the world’s 
highest Test wicket-taker. 

I can sense some people fearing 
that Gavaskar’s new responsibilities 
will adversely affect his batting. The 
pundits also had their fears when 
Bradman became captain of Australia. 
Wait and see. Like Bradman, Gavas¬ 
kar will go from strength to strength 
as a batsman, his responsibilities as 
Indian captain notwithstanding. 

AJit Wadekar: It Is unfortunate 
that Bedi had to go but he has had 
quite a long reign. Also 1 have 
alwFvs maintained that a batsman 
should be captain. Gavaskar deser¬ 
ves it and should do well. 


Manstir All Khan Pataudi : India 
has been fortunate that in the last 
couple of years she has faced teams 
which have mostly been depleted. 
That is« the stronger the side, the 
more depicted it has become. This 
was not the case against Pakistan 
and Indian bmitations were exposed 
in all departments of the game, with 
some exceptions of course. 


By now all know that Bed! made a 
tactical error in the dying moments 
of the Karachi Test, which made 
Pakistan’s victory less difficult, but 
every captain has made blunders, 
ll’.s ju*;t that the better ones never 
made the same mistake twice. More 
importantly, no matter that Indian 
batting is weak, spinners tired etc., 
etc,, the fact is that considering some 
of the opposition, her performance 
hasn’t been as successful as it should 
have been except occasionally. 

Also it has never been easy for a 
bowler to captain. So, the capiain 
is changed : a change in itself is 
often a good thing, for it brings 
fresh thought and ideas. Gavaskar 
takes over, an^. though ouc has yet 
to sec enough of his captaincy to 
make a serious assc.s.sment. he” has 
done a good job for Bombay and the 
West, nor does his batting seem to 
be affected by the added responsibi¬ 
lity. He is a keen student of the 
game, and there is no reason why 
his theories may not be successful 
in practise. 

Nor should Bedi take it too harcL 
His contribution to Indian cricket 
has been substantial and one hopes 
that it will conlinue to be so. Also 
Indian cricketers should be grateful 
that when negotiations for increase 
in pay were going on Bedi was the 
captain. He must take much of the 
credit for ensuring that the players 
received realistic compensation. 

Abbas All Baig (who will be the 
manager in Gavaskar's first Test as 
captain at Bombay) : I am delighted 
for Sunil. You cannot find a more 
dedicated and sincere cricketer and a 
keener student of the game. What’s 
more, he is extremely erudite and is 
not afraid to speak his mind. Per¬ 



haps, he will now have to curb this 
a bit. Wc have alway‘J )t?ol along 
very well and J am greatly looking 
forward to nur working together in 
Bombay. T have no doubt that he 
will do well. 

On th»* otfier hand, 1 feel sorry for 
Bishen. I honestly believe that it is 
all too easy to cnirify a captain W'^hen 
a team hasn’t delivered the goods. 
People tend to forget th^ tremend¬ 
ous pressures that attend a captain 
—particularly a tounpg one. 1 ffnow 
that Bishen is a great sport and will 
take this in his stride. As a bowler, 
he still has a long way to go. 


Bedi : I am 
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News: National 


Clarke, 

Phillip 

destroy 

Central 

S YLVISTLR THFOP Illl.US 
Claike strong, loose limbed fast 
medium bowler from Barbados and 
Noibcit Phillip tall Dominican me¬ 
dium pacei pioved at liidoic that 
they ha\( Ihe ability to trouble 
Indun batsiiKn On a slow Nehru 
Stadium tuil they together bagged 
17 out of 20 wickets to give the 
VVtsl Indiuis a crushing 263lun vk 
toiy in the opening nntch ot the 
( 111 re 111 lotii 01 course, then task 
was inarte cds> bv pathetic Central 
/ono batting 1 he hosts wert dis 
missed foi 130 runs m the fn inn 
mgs ^nd weie bundled out tor a 
paltry 51 in the second 

Neithei Phillip noi Chrke appear 
ed to be as fast as Chen predeces 
sois Il^iJ OiUhnst (^rithlh and 
Robert^ But both ol them havf‘ 
good contiol over their swing Fhev 
weu also intelligent enough to re 
fi im iioin bowling bounceis con 
itnliaUng rnniih on then length and 
line 


lailiei on October 16 the dav be 
fore the match started i burned 
tiUgrain tiurp Ihc Indian Ciicontiot 
JBoard Secietaiy Mr Ghulam Ahmed, 
to the uiwpiies Mi Swaioop Kishen 
and Mi Nagondia, had settled the 
bouncer issue to two bouncers in 
one ovei and three in two consecn. 
live overs by the same bowler 

The Indian Oil ‘Man of the Match' 
award went to Norbert Philhp tor 
claiming the maximum number of 
wifkels in the tie — 9 for 71 Rut 
Claike who will be 24 next month 
appeared to be the more dangerous 
bowler He g'^nerally bowled m 
swingers with deceptive changes in 
pace The outswinger, which be 
used only on limited occasions al 
ways caught the Central Zone bats 
men by sui prise and invaiiably found 
them in trouble The inswinger 
with which he got Ami Deshpande 
nut in khe second innings was a 
bemity The ball pitch«'d on the 
righthander’s off stump and moved 
late to find the gap between the bat 
and pad and uorooltd the middle 
stump He got 3 for 29 in the hrst 
innings and 5 for 16 in the second 
to finish with match figurc^s of 8 for 
45 

Phillip, neailv five yeais older 
than Llaike does not swing the ball 
both wavs He got most of his wic 
kets through nutswirigers which 
came in from on nr outside the leg 
stump He also lifted the deliveiics 
fioni the good length spot and ono 
such delivery fetched him the wickrl 
at Shastn in Centrals fust innings 



Baichia d)inng ^hastn 
The Guijanpi^c scried 29 end 38 


He* look 4 for "7 in the first innings 
and 5 for 34 in the second If be 
can avoid bowling too many short- 
pitched deliveries his pt^rfoimance in 
the forthcoming matchtj will be even 
belter 

The thud pare Dowler of the sldo 
who was sofn m action in Indore was 
veteran Vanbnin Holder He has 
shortened his lunup but is still the 
master of swing that he was He 
buwkd only 12 ov is in the fust 
innings and chimed the piue wicket 
of Pa? thasaralh> bharina with a 
hugi outswfngcr Shatma (2) had 
no alleinative but to nibble it to 
wukdkeepei David Muriay bharnia. 
who has been trying to make a come 
back to the Indran team, also taikd 
in the second innings, tailing Ibw to 
Clarke for I He howevei, bagged 
foui wickets for 86 runs 

The tourists’ batting however, ap^ 
peared to be the ir weakest depart 
nicnt Bainng skipper Kalhcharr'in 
I aoud Bacchus and lany (>oTnes, all 
other batsman looked suspect against 
spin 

A lvin grefnidgi: and basil 

Williams opened the tourists' In¬ 
nings aftci Kallicharran won his first 
toss in India There was nothing in 
Central Zone’s opening attack to 
trouble them ana they got thur 
runs as they willed Both of them 
showed that they are typically ins- 



Larry Gomes weeping Hans on his way to a solid 42 in the first mnmgs 








Svlvestpr Clarke (above) and Norbert Phtlltp (belcrw) 17 wtckeis m the match 


tinclive West Indian stroke makers, 
but unlike the Caribbean greats they 
got most of their runs from front 
foot dnves They put on 50 in 40 
minutes but as soon as skipper 
Shamia introduced his double-spin 
attack they retreated into their 
shells Williams was the first man 
to be out, caught at slip by Shahid 
off Hans Greenidgc was dismissed 
by Sharma Both ot them scored 33 
each 

All the three Central Zone spin, 
ners — Rajinder Hans, Suresh Shas- 
tn and Sharma — extracted turn 
from the wicket from the very first 
hour of the match But the ball wa*; 
turning quite slowly, giving the bats¬ 
men ample opportunity to tackle the 
spinners. 

However, only Gomes who came 
in at DO 5 and Bacchus at no 5 were 
able to do so properly Gomes, 
known as a good batsman against 
spin, has a typically twoe^od stance 
with his shoiildei facing mid on 
Ihis explained why in his fine inn 
mgs of 42 his strokes were mainly 
to the two sides — square cuts, flicks 
and sweeps He was beaten by a 
Hans armor and ga\e a bat and pad 


catch to Anil Mathur at short leg 
Hans had earlier got nd off Kalli- 
charran (6) in almost similar fashion. 

Bacchus used his feet well against 
the spinners He took his time to 
settle but once he did so he started 
playing his strokes However, a bad 
shot cost him his wicket He tried 
for a big hit against the spin ot the 
left armed Suresh Shdstn and Hans 
took a well judged catch at mid on. 

Except Deiek Pari>, the rest of the 
tourists* batsmen failed miserably 
against the spin of Hans and Shas^ 
tn Pari> was the last man out for 
39 mi:»t)ming a Hans delivery to 
Abdul Hai at long on West Indies 
weio all out for 224 20 minutes after 
tea 

Both Rajuider Singh Hans and 
Suresh Shastrl bagged four wickets 
each — lor 65 runs and 36 luns res* 
pcctively It wdl the former who 
looked most impressive Hans, the 
Delhi lad who now plays for Uttar 
Piadesh has been bowling well for 
the past two years and is tipped bv 
man> as Bedi s successor He bowled 
beautifully in the match, varying his 
length and flight A little more 


support from the heldcis — Central 
Zone’s fielding was as patlutit as 
their batting — rnjld ha\p bettered 
his figures H^ns who is f^urlv tall 
will do well to ust hi'> height md 
deliver the ball from a greater 
height th^n he docs now 

The home team lo>t both tho 
openers Vuay Iplang 10) and Vij iv 
Chopn (1) and Abdul Hji (3i with 
29 runs on the boird in an hr iir*s 
play on the opening da^ 

T hf next morning ’HIF 

Central Zone batsnu n found 
Phillip, Clarke and Holdtr almost 
unplavdble on a dew ki'^sed wicket 
and lost their wickets it more or 
less regular intervals til) the last 
pair Haseen Ahmed inrJ Hans offtred 
sound lesistance ihtv cairicd thn 
score fiom 86 foi nine to 130 all 
out befoie Clarke bowled Hans (17) 
Haseen was not out with 32 

Both the West Indian spinners — 
left arm Raphick Jurnadeen dnd off 
spinner Parry — took a wicket each 
but iieithet look<?d tod impressive 
The tourists* fielding was quite im¬ 
pressive with Bacchus, considered bv 
the Wt^t Indians as the finest hrdder 
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in the world today, being truly out¬ 
standing. The dismissal of Desh- 
pande revealed his class. The bats¬ 
man drove Phillip uppish ly and 
Bacchus from cover moved fast and 
dived full length to bring off a 
spectacular catch at extra-cover. 

The West Indian second innings 
was dominated by skijpper Kain* 
charran. Finding the wicket slow he 
laycd most of his strokes on the 
ack foot. He defended deli¬ 

veries with a dead-defensive bat but 
anything short or ovei-pitched he 
drove, cut, swept aud pulled for 
fours. He was at 80 and was head¬ 
ing for a certain century when a 
good delivery from Hans brought 
the end of his innings. The ball 
pitched on the left hander's off-stump 
and spun a good deal. Kallicharran 
offered a dejensive bat and was sur¬ 
prised to see the ball roll to thn 
wicket off his bat. The West Indian 
skipper bit nine boundaries in tus 
140-minutes stay at the wicket. 

Kallicharran and his Guvana team- 
mate Bacchus hbd put On 84 runs for 
the fourth wicket befbre Bacchus 
was run out Bacchus's 38 was a 
better knock than his first innings* 



one because he timed the ball well 
right from the start. Both David 
Murray (25) and Parry (20) had their 
anxious moments against the Cen¬ 
tral Zone spinners, but they were 
unseparated when Kallicharran de¬ 
clared their innings closed at 220 for 


f^EDING 315 RUNS TO WIN IN 
m 170 minutes and 20 mandatory 
overs, the home team lost both the 
openers before lunch. Clarke's out- 
swinger uprooted Vijay Chopra's off- 
stump (0). Telang was in an at¬ 
tacking mood right from the start 
and was timing his strokes well. He 
hit five fours for bis 21 when ha 
threw away his wicket. Phillip 
bowled a bouncer, one of the few 
that he bowled, and Telang, who 
could have left it easily, went for 
the hook shot even though the baU 
was outside the off-stump. In the 
process, he got a fine touch to wio- 
ket-keeper Murray. 

After lunch, the Central Zone tm 
nings lasted for 55 minutes 
more and they were bundled out for 
only 51 runs off 18.5 overs. Hans 
(10) was the only other batsman to 
reach double-figures. 



Later, when I asked David Mur¬ 
ray, the West Indian wicket-keeper 
and a senior member of the side, to 
comment on their batting perform¬ 
ances, he said ! **We did not bat up 
to the mark in this match. Wc have 
two more matches before the first 
Test And >ou know, the Test 
matches are completely different 
from the other ties. I am sure we 
will do better in the Tests." 

Scoraa la brief: 

Weal Indka: 224 (Gomes 42, Parry 
39, Greenidge 53, Williams 55, Bac¬ 
chus 29; Shastri 4 for 36, Hans 4 for 
65 and Sharma 2 for SO) and 220 for 5 
decl. (Kallicharran 80, Bacchus 58, 
Greenidge 28, Murray 25 n.o.. Parry 
20 n.o.: Sharma 2 for 36). 

Central Zone: 130 (Hasecn Ahmed 
52, Mathur 25, Hans 17; IPhillip 4 for 
57, Clarke 3 for 29) and 51 (Telang 
21, Hans 10; PhilUp 5 for 34 and 
Clarke 5 for 16). 

Weal Indicg wen the nutch by 865 


ALOK DASGUPTA. Indore 

Pix Nikhi* Bhattachary^i 
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East 

deserving 

losers 

DEPLETED NORTH ZONE 
side still proved strong enough 
to trounce East Zone by an innings 
and 100 runs in the Duleep Trophy 
semi-final played at Calcutta from 
November 17 to 20. North Zone, 
though missing Bedi, Chauhan, Kapil 
Dev and the Amarnath brothers, 
qualified in style for their fourth 
consecutive Duleep Trophy final. 
They will meet West Zone. 

The margin of North^s victory 
was a correct indicator of their 
greater degree of professionalism. 
While East Zone played and flopped 
with veterans like Ramesh Saxeiia, 
Gopal Bose and Dilip Doshj, North’s 
century-makers were both Duleep 
Trophy debutants—Surinder Khanna 
and Ashok Malhotra. 

East Zone skipper Ramesh Saxena 
won the toss and erred in not put¬ 
ting North to bat. As expected, the 
newly-laid Eden Gardens wicket 
played difficult with most balls 
scooting through and the odd one 
bouncing awkwardly. A side which 
could graft and wait for the runs 
may have been able to come to 
terms with the wicket but East Zone 
are no grafters and the batsmen 





30 Surinder Khanna: Fine knock on 
debut 


compounded their difficulties by 
being unnecessarily suspicious of the 
itch. Uari Gidwani, playing against 
is old side, was an exception and 
lop-scored with 50 in 209 hard- 
worked minutes. An uninhibited 
Raju Miikherjec swept and drove 
five fours to rattle up 36 in 43 
minutes and Jodb Singh held the 
tail up with a defiant 34 not out, 
but East Zone were all out for 172. 

For North Zone, the honours went 
to Rajinder Goel and Ved Raj. Goel 
(6 for 65) made full use of the un¬ 
certain wicket. Bowling intelligentlyi 
he switched to flight after he saw 
his lower trajectories proving in¬ 
effective. Ved Raj proved the Ideal 
foil for Goel when he brillianUy 
stumped Ramesh Saxena, His div¬ 
ing catch to dismiss Palash Nandy 
off Chadda was another beauty. 

When North resumed on the 
second day their task was made 
easier by two things: the wicket had 
lost its dampness and had rolled out 
into a slow turner and East Zone 
bowled well below the mark, This, 
however, is not to distract from the 
merit of debutants Surinder 
Khanna’s 134 and Ashok Malhotra’s 
106. 

Surinder Khanna, 25 and lean, is 
Delhi’s wicketkeeper who was chosen 
for his baiting alone. He batted for 
315 minutes, hit 13 fours and ode 
six and gave only one chance, (at 
114) when he gave the simplest of 
catches to Burman at long-on. 
Khanna was specially strong on the 
on-side, driving to mid-wieJ^et and 
flicking balls off his toes beautifully.' 

Haryana’s Ashok Malhotra and 
Khanna put on 159 runs for the 
second wicket. Malhotia's 106 was 
chanceiess. With useful scores by 
Venkat Sundaram (59) Raviader 
Chadda (40) Kirti Azad (34) and 
Madan Lai (28). North Zone de¬ 
clared at 470 for 9. Their total was 
boosted to 490 with the East Zone 
being penalised 20 runs for a slow 
over-rate. 

East Zone’s wickets were shared 
by Barun Biinnan, Jodh Singh, Dilip 
Doshi and Aloke Bhattacharjee but 
no bowler was impressive. Burmari 
bowled well, cutting the ball sharply, 
when North started halting but lost 
all his accuracy later, Dilip Doshi 
toiled to bowl 63 overs and flighted 
more than usual but he was not at 
his best. Aloke Bhattacharjee, an 
off-spinner who slips in a leg-break, 
sought to impress more by his exag¬ 
gerated wrist action than by the 
spite in hl$ bowling. The task of 
all bowlers was made difficult by 
East Zone missirig vital catches. 
East’s fieldings, too, was shoddy. 

East 2kme started off well in their 
attempt to wipe out the deficit of 
518 runs with Michael Dalvi and 
Gidwani taking the score to 54 for 1 
at the end of the third day. On the 
final d^y, however, it was the same 
old story. From 68 for I, East Zone 
crashed to 70 for 5 within 38 



Asholc Malhotra : Chanceless 106 


minutes of the start of play— 
Bakesh Shukla and Madan Lai shar¬ 
ing the wickets. 

Gopal Bose and Ramesh Saxena 
were then associated in a 90-run 
sixth wicket stand but after Bose 
Was stumped by Ved Raj off Shukla 
and Saxena was bowled by Kirti 
Azad. Eaj5t Zone quickly folded up 
for 218. North won by an innings 
and 100 runs and it was significant 
that on the final day they did not 

even miss their hero of the first inn¬ 
ings. Rajinder Goel, who was in* 
disposed. 

Perhaps, the local spectators were 
not over-reacting when they booed 
East Zone every time it came back 
to the pavilion. 

Scores in brief; East Zone (1st 
innings) : 172 (H. Gidwani 50, Raju 
Mukherjee 36, Jodh Singh M not 
out. M. Dalvi 25; R. Goel 6 for 65). 
North Zone (1st Innings): 470 for 
9 deck (S. Khanna 134, Ashok Mal¬ 
hotra 106, V. Sundaram 59, R. 
Chadda 40, Kirti Azad 34, Madanlal 
28, Arun Lai 23; D. Doshi 3 for 143, 
B. Burman 2 for 96, Jodh Singh 2 
for 60, A. Bhattacharjee 2 for 125). 
Plus 20 runs as bonus. 

East Zone (2nd Innings) : 218 (R. 

Saxena 51, G. Bose 45, H. Gidwani 
38, B. Burman 28, M. Dahri 23; 
Madanlal 4 for 22, R. Shukla 4 for 
84). 

SUBHASH SARCAR. Calcutta 
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Sudhir 
Phadke 
back in 
form 

nnttE SINGHANIA PRIZE MONEY 
1 - Table Tennis Tournament ha^ 
now become the most sought-after 
tournament in India. In a situation 
where players spend more money on 
the game than they make out of it. 
this tournament offeis one reason¬ 
able opportunity to playeis to recoup 
some money. 

The fourth Singhania Prize Money 
Tournament was held at Lucknow 
this year. Traditionally held at 
Kanpur, it was shifted to Lucknow 
because U.P.’s capital has a better 
stadium. Rs 25,000 was offered as 
prize money of which only Rs 16,500 
goes to players—the rest to the Table 
Tennis Federation of India, the body 
that controls tabk* tennis in India. 
Almost all the lop national player.s 
weie to participate bur fearing the 
dreaded disease ‘enchephalitis’ a few 
dropped out at the last moment. 

The outstanding thing about the 
tournamvnl was suxihir Phadke’s 
return to loim Playing better than 
he has for quite some lime, Phadke 
outlasted his ‘bogey' playet Ramesh 
Babu in the quai ter final league 
after being two games down. Babn 
is comtoi table against defeusive 
players because he keeps them mov¬ 
ing folwards and backwards with 
efh^ctivc drops and is able to drive 
the ball with variation of .speed and 
spin. That is what he did against 
Phadke in the first two games, con¬ 
stantly catching him on the wrong 
foot. But in the third game Phadke 
found bis rhythm and moved beauti¬ 
fully, keeping the ball low, varying 
his returns, playing the ball and 


attacking effectively. In the fourth 
game again he fought back from 
14-17 to win at 21-18 but in the 
decider be had things his way and 
won at 21-12. 

Phadke must have gained con¬ 
fidence from this victory because he 
Dlayed his best next day in his 
match against V. Chandershekhar 
for the top place of their group. 
Keeping a tight grip on the play, he 
rarely allowed Chandershekhar the 
luxuary of hitting freely, l^e first 
two games were close—-both going 
to ^adke on deuce but the third 
way easy. Phadke kept the ball re- 
mafkably low and short—making it 
difficult for Chandrashekhar to attack 
consistently. And he attacked anv 
loose ball—upsetting hi*- opponent's 
rhythm even more. 

Phadke’s opponent in the final for 
a prize of Rs 2,500 was Subhas 
Kulkarnf who had topi>cd his group 
beating National champion Man jit 
Dua on the way. Kulkarni, fiesh 
from his victory ovei Phadke re¬ 
cently in Maharashtra, was full of 
confidence and attacked from the 
first ball —rolling the ball consistent¬ 
ly on to Phadke’s' backhand and 
finishing any loose ball with tremend¬ 
ous ferocity. 

The first two games were close— 
with Kulkarni winning both at deuce. 
But till then Phadke had been mak¬ 
ing the mistake of feeding him at 
only one point—into his l^yline— 
from where Kulkarni hits quite well. 
But in the next three games there 
was no stopping Phadke who placed 
the ball all over the table—making 
Kulkarni move and forcing him into 
making eirors. Phadke won 20-22, 
26-28, 2M5, 21-17, 2ML As runners- 
up, Kulkarni received Rs 1,875. 

Earlier, in his group, Kulkarni had 
come from behind to upset national 
champion Manjit Dua in a five-game 
thriller. Blocking Dua's drives dead 
on the table, Kulkarni upset Dua's 
rhythm and sense of timing. l)wn 
9-14 in the decider, Kulkarni con¬ 
ceded only one more point as he 
reeled off twelve to win 21*15. 




Kulkamt: Upset Dua, but lost to 

Phadke 


Junior Parthiv Vyas provided a 
minor upset in the earlier rounds of 
the men’s singles when he came 
from behind to take the fourth and 
fifth games at 19 in his match against 
Deepak Haidar of the Railways. 

Indu Puri won the women’s singles 
with a four game win over her 
traditional rival, Shailaja Salokhe 
She had just lost to Salokhe in the 
finals of the Central India Regional 
Championship at Indore. Rut here 
Salokhe was shaky and made too 
many mistakes She allowed Purl 
to give high drops and hit as she 
liked. Not that Puri played very 
well—she too was shaky but at least 
sht* was determined to keep the ball 
on the table, be it a high drop or a 
high loop Puri won Rs 1,875 at 
21-14, 2M8, 8-21, 21-18. Both Puri 
and Salokhe bad reached the finals 
without losing a match though Purl 
dropped a game to Kashmira Patel 
but that was not so much because 
Patel was playing well as because Puri 
was playing without concentrating. 

Gceti Thadani provided the upset 
of the women’s singles when- she 
beat Nandini Kulkarni in the group 
league in five games. Thadani has 
emerged from the ranks of a junior 
with victories over quite a few 
senior players. She used her services 
and drives against Kulkarni to win 
in five games- After a long gap 
Veenu Bbushan also made her pre¬ 
sence fell when she beat Rita Jam 
in the pre-quarter finals. 

Parthiv Vyas won the junior boys 
singles with a 3-1 virtory over Rahul 
Dult. Parthiv, a left nander, spun 
gently on both flanks to outplay 
Dutt, who had* beaten him in the 
intcr-school gam^^s sometime ago. 
Vyas won 21-15, 21-15, 18-21, 2M4. 
Shradha Sharnia won the girls 
singles beating Madhavi Karrnarkar 
in straight games, 21-i5, 2M5. 

PANKAJ BUTALIA 
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Larry Holmes 
remains champ 

L arry holmes, 29 , American and black 

retained his World Boxing Council heavyweight crown 
when he knocked out Spain’s Alfredo Evangelista in 
l.as Vegas on November 10. Later, Larry Holmes pro¬ 
mised to defend his WBC title against all deserving 
challengers "I am going to give everybody an oppor¬ 
tunity to fight for the championship because I didn’t 
have an opportunity myself/ Holmes said. This was the 
first defence ot his title since he won it from Ken Norton 
in June 

Taking his professional record to 29 consecutive 
wins, Larry Holmes so outclassed the Uruguayan-born 
Evangelista that the three referees gave the champion 
every round, 'fhough he did most of the damage with 
the left hand, it was a long looping right to the jaw that 
finished the contest after 2 inin 14 sec of the seventh 
round of the scheduled 15 rounds. After trying to beat 
the count, Evangelista fell back on to the canvas and 
it took some lime to revive him. 

Speculation has already started about a possible fiaht 
between Holmes and Muhammad All, the World Boxing 
Council heavyweight champ, but Holmes said he had 
almost given up hopes of fighting Ali for the undisputed 
title. Richie Giacbetti, Holmes’ manager, said the next 
title defence would probably be early next year against 
Jimmy Young or Duane Bobick. 
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Holmes smashing a right to the face of Evangelista 
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32 Evangelista down and out m the seventh round 





What 
now, 
Johan 
Cruyff ? 

D utchman johan c ruyff 

the idol of many a discerning 
soccer fan, played his last aame for 
the Spanish first division club, Barce¬ 
lona, on November 7 this year Ever 
since then, speculation has been 
nfp about what his next move will 
be, but there have been no com¬ 
ments at all from Cruyff himself. 
Earlier this year, the temperamental 
star had refused to don his coun 
tiyS colours foi the World Cup 
because he did not want to be sepa 
lated from his family for any great 
length of time He joined Barcelona 
m the summer of 1973 and cost the 
ilub a whopping £922,000 (approx 
R$ 14 7 miJihon) for a three year 
contract. In May 1976, Barcelona 
paid a furthei 1220,000 to re sign 
him, and even agieed to pay his 
taxes—to the tune of £67 000—every 
year The big question now is — 
what next Has Cruyff moved on 
|o a higher biddei,^ur has he decid 
ed to hang up his boots for good 7 

This Dutch superstar was born in 
Amsteidam, the city of Anne Frank, 
on April 25, 1942 His father worked 


long hours in a greengrocer's shop 
to ensure that Johan and his brother 
Henny would have a good upbring¬ 
ing, but he died wfaen Johan was 
just 13. Mrs Cruyff took over the 
running of the canteen at the Ajax 
ground, by which time both her sons 
were playing for the juvenile team. 
That was just the start Johan 
graduated from there to the cadets, 
the first team of the club, the Lea¬ 
gue, the European Cup and ffnally 
international fame and recognition 

But status never went to his head 
He was once admomshed and asked 
to leave the premises of the Royal 
Gaiden Hotel, Kensington, because 
he did what no stiff upper lipped 
Englishman would have dared to 
do Clad in nothing more dignified 
than a trackruit, he sauntered in to 
sit with a group of ftionds and was 
promptly asked to .return only after 
he had donned something more suit¬ 
able. He left good naturedly and 
was back in a moment—wearing a 
waiter's Jacket over his distinctive 
tracksuit 

His talent as a footballer was 
never called to question It was 
evident, from the first day his bare 
foot touched the leather, that he 
had a natural yen for the game. As 
if that was not enough, his psyche 
included a rather fiery femperament 
allied with a strong will to succeed. 
In his first full football season, 
when he was only 18, he was the 
top scorer in the country with 38 
goals to his credit He was fast, he 
could weave round his opponents, he 
was as good %vith his left foot as his 
right and was equally lethal in the 
front line or in his customar> mid¬ 
field role. 


Cruyff burst upon tbe European 
soccer scene in 1969 like soma 
ethereal comet, when Ajax readied 
the final of the European Cup for 
the first time They oovred out 1-4 
to AC Milan that year, but with 
Ciuyff at the helm, fiattened all op* 
position to take the Cup the next 
three years in a row He was thrice 
nominated European Footballer of 
the Year and leprescnted Holland in 
the World Cup 1974 held at West 
Germany, where the Dutch were 
eventually runners up 

EN CRUYFF WANTS PRI- 
vafy» he goes to his secret 
hideout high in the Spanish hills, a 
sanctuary protected by high walls 
and surrounded by acres of wood¬ 
land He has literally been forced to 
buy peace and quiet He disappears 
from the public glare every week, 
from Sunday night to Tuesday mor¬ 
ning, m a desperate desire to be 
alone with his wife Danny and Iheir 
children When he does come out 
of his shell, he is intelligent, charm 
ing and speaks five languages 

He is shrewd too He earns a 
fortune from endorsing vaiious pro¬ 
ducts and his father in law keeps an 
eye on his business dealings. Once, 
when a firm began marketing Iheir 
piodurts under CruyffS name with¬ 
out his oonsent, the footballer react¬ 
ed immediately A copyiight was 
placed on his name along with all 
other similar vaiiations of it—- 
Kiuyff Cruiff Ciuif, Kruif, CruSjff, 
Kriyf 

Johan Cruyff's unique pioduct is 
himself and that is prci isely why 
Barcelona wore willing to pay such an 




Cruutt ploypig in his last match for Barcelona vs Bayern Munich on November 7 


astronomical sum for his services. 
In return for the massive fee and 
an equally formidable salary, he 
generated bumper crowds within 
four months of his arrival in Spain. 
The crowds flocked to see him and 
he did not disappoint them. 

He had curiosity value too. During 
his first three years in that country, 
he was ignominiously ‘‘booked’* 19 
times and sent oft the. field twice. 
All but four of the bookings were for 
arguing with leterees, but Cruyff 
defended himself on this count. He 
laced top priority on his respoiisi- 
ilities as captain and never thought 
twice before taking up for his team¬ 
mates on what he thought was a 
doubtful decision. 

What does the future hold for 
Cruyff ? He has earned a place for 
himself among the ranks of the all- 
time greats—Banks, Pele, Charlton, 
Matthews, Eusebio, Zico and Becken¬ 
bauer. He does not have to prove 
to anyone that he is a prince, among 
footbdilors. And so perhaps the 
most plausible explanation behind his 
derision to quit Barcelona is that he 
feels he niu.st devote his time to the 
role of husband and father. Nothing 
would satisfy him more than to have 
succesfully combined the roles of 
.soccer star and family man. Maybe. 
Cruyff too will find what he is look¬ 
ing for in the Cosmos Club, the home 
of Pele and Beckenbauer. 

DAVID McMAHON 


Chess: 
Hungary 

upset USSR 

H ungary was the unexpec- 

led winner in the recently 
concluded 23rd Chess Oiympaid in 
Beunos Aires. Tliis was the first 
time aftei the USSR entered the 

M iad in. 1952 that it failed to 
e team championship. 

As many as 65 countries participa¬ 
ted in the Olympiad which spread 
over 14 days. This biennial event is 
rapidly becoming more popular and 
prestigious. 

When, in 1924, FIDE, the inter¬ 
national body for chess, first staged an 
‘Olympiad’, only four countries parti¬ 
cipated. It was considered a flop. 
It is interesting to note that in that 
first trial Hungary participated and 
topped the list. Three other coun¬ 
tries participated in that Olympiad— 
Yugoslavia. Romania and Germany 
—ending in that order. The first 
of the 23 true Olympiads took place 
in 1927, in which 16 countiies parti¬ 
cipated 

Hungary has a long record of sue 
cess in chess Olympiads. It has secur¬ 
ed for itself 3 first places, 4 second 
pld<es, 1 third place, 3 fourth places, 
2 fifth places and 3 sixth places. 
Only twice in 51 years Hungary did 


not do well—it was placed lOth in 
1931 out of 19 countries, and ISth 
in 1958 out of 36 countries. Hun¬ 
gary always was considered a chess 
country. The gentle, nervous 
Johann Lowenthal was a legend 
during his time, in the last century. 
Even now there arc hundreds of 
strong players in that country. 
It can boast of 11 Grandmasters: 
Adorjan, Bareza, Barezay, Bilek, 
Csom, Forintos, JLengyel, Portisch, 
Ribli, Sax and Szabo. In this year’s 
event, Hungary was represented by 
Ribli, Sax Portisch and Csom, out of 
whom Portisch and Csom are consi¬ 
dered very strong. 

USSR will try to convince others 
that they have not lost ground. They 
would probably argue that their two 
strongest players—Karpov and Tal— 
could not participate in this Olym¬ 
piad. Karpov recently said he was 
tired after the 3-month gruelling 
session at Baguie City where he beat 
challenger victor Korchnoi, and that 
he would start playing again in 1979 
spring. But Korchnoi managed to 
fly to Buenos Aires and played well 
for Switzerland. There must be a 
good reason for Tal’s not participat¬ 
ing in the Olympiad, but what upset 
USSR most was Spassky’s poor per¬ 
formance. He drew more. games 
than he won. Moreover, he conced¬ 
ed a game which must have brought 
down their points. Whatever the 
reason, fhe USSR must be beginning 
to be nervous. 

HIMANISH GOSWAMI 






l[ I-yjmruni: 




SinCANTA ^ 

59, Chowringheo Road Calcutta 71 
Lower Circblar Road Crg. 

Phono 44-0264/43-1976 

34, Aahutosh Mukherjee Road CsIcutta-ZO 

Phono 47 0084 

Hill Cart Road. SUigun. Phone .21144 
Benachity. Durgapui 


SUKATOA 

shows how 






SUKANTA 

FOR 

HAPPY 

SHOPPING 





SportsworM Serial 


Mohun Bagan: 
Court disputes 
threaten to mar 
past glory 


The ebb and tide of Indian football have 
seen several outstanding clubs come 
and go. Sportsworld presents the most 
outstanding of these clubs in a serial, 
beginning this week with ARIJIT SEN's 
account of Mohun Bagan A.C., perhaps 
the most famous Indian side. 


I V INDIA wi:ni; to choose one footbali. club 

as trulv representative of the country, the selection 
wouliJ be automatic. By pedigree or performance, the 
chouo would be Moliun Bahian. Succeeding generatioas of 
footbullers have given this :lub the unique distinction of 
being regarded with reverence in a field where clubs are 
seldom valued lor rntYc than their financial worth. Mohun 
Bagan have withstood the ravages of political and social 
upheavals, changing values on and off the field and the 
nea -mercenary altitudes of the so-called amateurs who 
have, of laU^, been donning the maroon and green* 

In August a few pe.oplo got together in north 

Caltutid and. under the slewardvship of Sir Bhupendra 
Nath Basil, formed a club called Mohun Bagan Sporting 
Club.’* The name was derived from Mohun Bagan Villa 
in Mohun Bagan Lane, adjacent to which wa.s a ground 
which the enthusiastic young members of the club used 
lor practice and for play. The name underwent a slight 
change when Professor Rowe of Presidency College, pre¬ 
siding over the first annual general meeting, felt that the 
word “sporting"’ should be deleted, since the club’s acti¬ 
vities did not include all branchc.s of sport. The advice 
was accepted and “sporting” was replaced by “atbletic”. 

From the very beginning, the club authorities laid 
great stress on discipline. Membership was open to stu¬ 
dents, who had to get written permission from their par¬ 
ents. They would be taken on probation for six months, 
during which their playing prowess as well as their pun¬ 
ctuality and discipline would be noted. Any deviation 
would result in immediate expulsion. It is this strict 
attitude to life more than anything else that has kept the 
club on an even keel through all these years. 


Mohun Bagan entered the competitive fray a couple 
of years later. At about the same time, the club moved 
to the Shyampukur ground, which was larger. But even 
this began to prove inadequate as membership and games 
increased, with Mohun Bagan opting for cricket and 
hockey in addition to football. So, in 1900, the club 
moved to the inaidan, in the area now occupied ny 
Ashutosh college. 


The success story started almost immediately after. 
In 1903 and 1905, the club won the Cooch Behar Cup. 
The.se were followed by a rc.soiinding 6-1 victory over 
Dalhousle in the Gladstone Cup final in Chinsurah, There 
is an interesting story about this particular encounter. 
Seeing only seven Dalnousic players in the train leaving 
for Chinsurah, some Mqhun Bagan players politely asked 
what the chib was going to do. Ttie pompous replv was : 
**Seveii are eeougb for you”. Dalhousie’s confidence 


came from their triumph in tlie piestigious I FA Shield 
final, plavcd only a few days before. The other players 
went by a different route. However, after their humi¬ 
liating defeat, none of the Dalhousle players were avai¬ 
lable for comment. 

G aining in confidence through these 

victories, Mohun Bagan went on to win the Trades 
Cup for three years consecutively from I90G Mohun 
Bagan had at last reached a stage where participation In 
the IFA Shield could be contempKited. Of course, four 
othe^r Indian teams had entered the competition earlier, 
but had suffered ignominous defeats at the hands of the 
British regimental teams which ruleil all tournaments in 
the country then, including the older Durand. 

In 1909, Mohun Bagan readied the second round, 
before losing to Gordon Highlands by three goals on a 
rain-swept ground. In the following year, fate was even 
inoie cruel, Mohun Bagan being ousted in tlu" first round 
itself. The other Indian clubs went ecstatic in their jibes 
at the“pretentious'’Mohun Bagan.InstiMd of disheai leiiing 
the player.s, this only increased iheir resolve to succeed. 

And so began the 1911 campaign. In the first lound, 
Mohun Bagan heat St. Xavier’s 3 0, Rangers 2-1 in the 
next. Rifle Brigade 1 0 in the quarter-final and finally, 
Middlesex 3 0 in the replay after the initial semi-final 
eiiconnier was a draw. 

Came July 29 and a confident Last York Regiment. 
wlii(h had also reached the final toi the liist time, riiere 
was unprecedented enthusiasm among Indians, who 
treated this as war, smarting as they were under a toreign 
yoke. Special trains and steamers carried intending 
spectators to a ground so packed that more than half 
the estimated 80,000 people <ould not see what was 
going on. To help them, kites were flown with letters 
signifying the score. 

Till ten minutes from time, the score sheet wai 
blank. Suddenly, East York striick. A treekuk taken 
from quite a dislaiiee. found the net. The ^pe(tdIors 
were, despondent, but not lh<‘ ptaytu^. In fact, imme¬ 
diately after the kick-off, captain and left winger Shibdas 
Bhaduri clung to the hall and moved up to the nght flank, 
taking Kanu Roy’s position. He dribbled past the East 
York left back and shot into goal With just three 
minutes to go, Shibdas again moved along the. right flank 
and, at an opportune inoinenl, passed llic' ball to centre- 
forward Abhilash Ghosh. The Jaltei went on to score. 

I T WASN’T MOHUN BAGAN THAI’ WON THAf DAY. 

The entire country rejoiced and even the Daily Mail 
and the then Manchester (niardiaii praised the local 
team. On the home front, Mohiin Bagan <ame to he 
ide.nlifi€d an the leader in one sphere of the nationalist 
movement, providing renewed eneigy to the youth ot 
the fountry. 

On the playground, Mohun Bagan came to he re¬ 
cognised as a fone, especially be*.ruse it was the first 
Indian team to win a major tournament against foreign 
oppo.sition. While the club contuuied to paiticipate in 
the minor loin iiaineiits with moderate succe ss, the IFA 
Shield eluded them for a long time. In 1915, however, 
a combination of fortuitous circum.slances allowed Mohun 
Bagan to take part in the First Division LcKigue—again 
a.s the first Indian vide to get the honour. In that year 
itself Mohun Bagan moved on to what is now the East 
Bengal-Aryan ground. The association with dial stretch 
of green was lo continue till 1%2, at the. end of which 



cm 75th birthday. 





In 1^59, Mohun Bagan celebrated its Golden Jubilee. 

Tfie souvenir cornmemmorathig the event had many 
interesting features, one of which was this cartoon. 

the club piomises moved once again, for the last time, 
to an even more lush stretch that till then, was the 
Cdkuta Football Club’s <ixtlusive preserve. 


Mohun Ragan has had the unique distinction of stay¬ 
ing HI the First Division throughout—and hardly ever 
straving bevond the sixth position, even in the earliest 
days In fact m the fust year itselt, Mohun Bagan finish¬ 
ed fourth in the league table In the following year, 
the club was unlucky m not heading the table, finishing 
lUSt behind (hampions CfC In 1920, the tale was 
repeated, this time CFG edging through by just two 
points. 

Tlus was the era of Gostha Paul. He came on to 
the field before the 1911 team had turned into a legend 
and played on till he himself had become one. *‘The 
Englishman’* called him “the Chinese Wall” when 
playing as either right or left back. He joined the club 
in 1913, functioning with several members of the 1911 
outfit, particularly with the great Bhuti Sukul, recog¬ 
nised as one of the best defenders the cxmntry has ever 
«een. Mtny of the past greats considered it a privi¬ 
lege to play beside Gostha Paul, including the almost 
impregnable defender Dr. Sanmatha Dutla, who went 
on to lead an Indian team to South Africa in 1934 and 
was retained as captain when a Chinese. visited 

India 


Gostha Paul continued to play till 1933. In his 
time, Mohun Bagan reached second position in the 
league table five times, but never got to the top. The 
team was particularly unlucky in 1923 when it lost in 
the fina.is of two of the most prestigious touinaments 
in the country — the IFA Shield and the Rovers Cup 
U was, however, creditable because this was Mohun 
Bagan's debut in the latter tourney 


n[^E SUCCEEDING ERA WAS CERTAINLY THAT 
1 of Sailcn Manna. In the intervening years, 
players like Sammatha Dutta, Kanina Bha-ttacharjee. 
Uniapati Kumar, B. D. Chatterjee and Sarat Das 
steered the club ihiougU tresli triumphs. The most 
dazzling of these was the Calcutta First Division League 
title, which was won in 1939 for the first time, after 
several needle finishes. 


The year Mohun Bagan won the league, a callow 
youth had turned out for Howrah Union, while still in 
college. Manna stayed with that club till 1941. The 
next yeaor, he opted for Mohun Bagan and remained 
there as a player till 1960, and as an official from *59. 

Manna won fame as the barefoot back whose 
freckicks and volleying have remained the best the 
Calcuttan has seen on such consistent scale. From 
1942 till about 1955, when boots came into vogue among 
Indians, Manna was the maidan colossus. He captained 
Mohun Bagan from 1950 to *55 and Bengal, from 1949 
to *54, He played for the State from 1944 to *54, with 
36 


just one break in 1945, when h^ was forced out by an 
injury. 

On the international tront, be donned the national 
colours for the first time in 1946, being a member of 
the Indian team which partidpated in the London 
Olympics. He captained India on a tour of Sri Lanka 
in *49 and the Far East the following year. His most 
prestigious victory came in 1951, when India won the 
inaugural Asian Games football competition in Delhi in 
1951. By then, he was almost permanonUy installed as 
captain, leading India to the Quadrangular tournament 
in Colombo, before taking the team to the *52 Helsinki 
Olympics. In 1955, he captained India on a tour of the 
Soviet Union. 

In between, Mohun Bagan had won the IFA Shield in 
1947 and *48 and again in *54. The club ha^ earlier won 
the league tille in 1943 and *44 after which success came 
under Manna*s captaincy in 1951 and then for three 
years in a row from 1954. It was he again who led the 
team to its first triurnphs in the Durand end Rovers 
Cup tournaments. TTie first ^’ame in 1933 and the 
second, in 1955. In the intervening year. Mohun 
Bagan won the local “double** — the league title and 
the IFA Shield- 

Mohun Bagan had several outstanding players in 
the forties and fifties. In the earlier decade, ^here were 
players like K. Dutta in goal, y\nil Dry, Rdtan Sen — 
the firsl Hindu player in Mohammedan Snorting. a 
club he assisted for some time — Mahavir, Runu 
Guhathakurta, Arun Dasgupta and several others. But 
the one to earn most fame was T Ao who latei 
became a doctor 

Ao was a great centre-half, who captained India 
in the 1948 Olympics. Actually, he started a tnmd that 
lasted till the 1956 Olympics. In each of these leap 
years, a Mohun Bagan player led the Indian team. 
After Ao, it was Manna. Four years later, Samar 
(Brdru) Banerjec was given the honour. 

E \^N so. AFTER MANNA CAME 7HK AGE Of 
Chum", Subimal Goswami was iiist .sixteen 

when he was asked to stand in for a regular player in 
1954. From then on. he became a regular in the Mohun 
Bagan squad, until he chose to retire at an early age — 
in fact, while he was still in his prime. This was in the 
late sixties, when he dedded to leave football for 
cricket, a game in which he displayed remarkable 
proficiency, playing for Bengal from 1962 and eveu 
captaining the side. His best achievement was against 
the touring West Indians when he captured six wickets 
and scored quite usefully for East Zone. In fact, he 
came very close to being .selected for India. If that had 



Sailen Manna (left) leading out the Indian Team djffainsf 
Indonesia in 1954. \ 




happened, he would have einulai:ed the tfrtsat Denis 
Compton and others. 

Chuni’s entry coincided with a isreat resurgence ol 
football in Bengal, The presence of pjayer*; like Arun 
Ghosh, Jarnail Sinnh, P. K. Banerice and Balaram only 
added lustre to his own soft yet neat and deft footwork 
that dazzled football fans all over this country and 
abroad. He turned out for Bengal from 1955 and for 
India from the following year. He played in the *60 
Borne Olympiad, captained India In its Jakarta Asian 
Gejnes victory in *62 and in the Asian Cup in Tel-Aviv 
and again in the country's abortive bid to enter the *64 
Olympics proper. Considered as one of the best 
players the country has ever produced. Chuoi Goswanit 
was given an Arjuna award in 1964. 

But when Chuni made his debut for Mohun Bagan, 
there were several stalwarts. There was Sattar, P. 
Barua, Bashit, Samar Bancrjee, Sushil Guha and 
Venkatesh, Inside, of course, the untiring Manna. 
Venkatesh*S' presence robbed another promising youngs- 
ter of a rightful place in the team — P. K. Bancrjec, 
who hed just come from Bihar then. The latter wa> 
disappointed but not dispirited, and went on to carve 
a niche for himself in Indian football through Eastern 
Railway and Bengal. 

When Chuni was a1 his peak, there were stalwarts 
in every department of the game. There w is P. Burman 
in goal, Guba and Rahman in the deep defence, along 
with Jarnail Singh as stopocr, Kempiah and Narsiah in 
the half-line and players like K. Pal, Asim Moulik, 
Ashok Chatterjee, Animovniyagam, along with players 
who were just coming into the team, such as Habib. P. 
Ganguly, S. Ghosh Dastidar and Subhajs Bhowmik, 




An array of trophies, won by Mohun Bagan. But pride 
has given way to boredom —top officials don't seem to 
care where the other trophies aref 


Success in tournaments continued. From 1960 to 
*62, the club woji the I FA Shield, shoring the trophy 
with East Bengal in *61. After winning the league title 
in 1959 and *60, the club won it four times in a row 
from 1962. Triumph in the Durand Cup came in 1959 
and *60, the latter jointly with East Bengal, and th^n 
for three years from 1963. In 1966 and Mohun 
Bagan won the Rovers Cup. 

S EVERAL CHANGES CAME AT THE TIME CHUNI 
^ retired. Mohun Bagan, never really consistent win¬ 
ners, slumped badly. The period particularly bleak was 
between 1970 end *75. In these years, Mohun Bagan 
slumped to their worst performance to date, failing to 
win most of the prestigious tourornients in the coun¬ 
try, But the nadir was, perhaps, 1975. when East Bengal 
drubbed Mohun Bagan S-0 in 4he IFA Shield final. 

The sagging prestige began to be lifted slowly from 
1976. Now, it has reached a new pinnacle with the 
winning of the triple crown — the IrA Shield, Durand 
and Hovers Gup — in 1977. No other Indian club has 
won these three competitions outright in the same year. 
Added to that was the sharing of the Federation Cup 
widi Beat Bengal This year, too, the dub has done well. 



Chuni Goswami lighting up the fl^tne that marked the 
completion of 75 years. The Platinum Jubilee was cele 
bmted on a grand scale, with reputed foreign sportsmen 
and teams participating in i:arious sports, 

winning the local league and sharing the IFA Shidd 
with the Ararat Erevnn team, a Super Division Soviet 
side. Earlier, Mohun Bagan had held New York’s Cos¬ 
mos Club to a 2-2 draw, in a match it could well have 
won. Considering that the team had such stalwarts as 
Pele. this was a great achievement. 

But there was a disturbing trend which started in 
the late sixties and gathered momentum with Mohun 
Dagan’s repeated failures in the local league. Even 
though Mohun Bagan remains the only club not suspen¬ 
ded by the IFA throughout its span of participation in 
competitions, the behaviour of officials and fans alike 
have, of late, come in for criticism. While supporters 
can be excused for their frequent flare-ups, officials cer¬ 
tainly cannot 

Internal quarrels had never surfaced to any notice¬ 
able degree till the end of the sixties. But thereafter, 
there have been ugly scenes at annual general meetings. 
And the last feature of grace in the club — it was the 
only one which did not drag its affeirs to court — has 
also slipped off. This year, some disgruntled members 
have sought redress from the justice department. 

In fighting has reached such a state that the next 
football season may see some dramatic events. The 
failure of the club to net more than one outstation 
talent may be reflected in renewed disturbances if the 
team does not fare well in next year's competitions. 
Values have changed drastically — all that matters to 
members now is victory. With several ageing players in 
the team — and very little new blood — this is going 
to be difficult to achieve. 

In fact, the internal squabbles were directly respon- 
sfble for the club’s failure to get good players. And 
these may also result in the loss ot some of the best 
that are still, in Its ranks. The issue now is not power— 
which is understandable in a club with such fame — but 
mon^y. The accounts*books now form the bone of con¬ 
tention between the warring factions. 

In this battle, it does not matter who wins, because 
the loser in either case is Mohun Bagan Athletic Club 
—an institution with a brilliant past and one that has 
done yeomen services to the cause of sport, in the flelds^ 
of football, hockey, cricket, athletics and tennis. So, 
what price, iuooesaT 

Next week : East Bengal 
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Sportsworld Special 


How the world 
moved 

towards total 
football 

Former international and coach, P. K. 
BANERJEE, in the second part of his 
football serial, writes about the latest 
formations and stresses the need for 
India to keep pace with Asian standards. 

N EXAMPLE FROM PLAY IN A *66 WORLD CUP 
tie will give an indicarion of the type of game ex¬ 
pected trom a modern player. It was the semi-final 
match between England and Portugal, towards the end 
of the first half. England central midfielder Bobby 
Charlton had reached the Portuguese p^altv area 
with his team-mates when the opposing medio, Coluna, 
got the ball. He was rushing towards tne England goal. 
Charlton, fifteen yards behind him^ gave chase. In his 
role as defender, he had to mark Coiuna. Knowing his 
ability as a game maker and. shooter, Charlton knew 
England were in trouble. As all the other Portuguese 
forwards were running free, England's defence was busy 
in getting reorganised and marking their opposite num¬ 
bers tight. But Coiuna was the extra man and he was 
taking the spaces created by the others and he was 
reaching the danger zone very fast. But he was losing 
valuable seconds in running with the ball or directing 
and receiving passes. Charlton sensed that, despite this, 
time was running short. He had almost caught up with 
Coiuna when the latter reached the top of the penalty 
area. Having no other alternative Charlton lunged to¬ 
wards Coluua in a dest^ratc sliding tackle, throwing 
Coluua ofi balance a split second before he was going 
to shoot towards goal. The ball went loose to England 
right-back Cohen even as the two players took a tumble. 
Cohen had a clear run through the open right-wing 
spaces to the opposite goal. Charlton hardly had time 
to recover, let alone get his composure bacK, when he 
had to begin another race, this time upfield. After all, 
it was also his duty to reinforce the attack and help 
forwards Hurst and Hunt. Even as he had crossed the 
centre-circle. Cohen was preparing to take a shot at the 
goal. The latter's pile-driver struck goalkeeper Costa 
Pereira’s knee and rolled out of the penalty firea. The 
lion-hearted Charlton had just reacheti the spot and, 
while still on the move, took a cannon-ball shot which 
streaked into the Portuguese goal before anyone could 
recover This is the shape of modern football. 

During the succeeding World Cup tournaments— 
—in 1970, ’74 and 78—there were not many changes, 
beyond the teams. There were few changes in playing sys¬ 
tems and wherever there were any, the emphasis tended 
to be more on defence. By then, England were playing 
4-4-2, giving double cover to all the opposing forwards in 
their own danger area. However, the lack of changes 
did not mean that there was any let-up on the players. 
If anything, the speed of play and the individual work¬ 
load have up so much that it now needs almost super¬ 
human effort to cope with them. 

After the retirement of great artistes like Pele. 
Bivelino, Tostao, Garrincha, Johann Cruyff, Beckenbauer, 


Dennis Law, Charlton, Bobby Moore, George Best and 
the like, once again there is. a question mark over who 
will reign. But today, even a genius cannot have the 
liberty of playing a half-and-half game. 

In the last World Cup, It was revealed that even the 
Brazilians were forced to change their natural style and 
play the Catenaccio variation—after they lost a host of 
their creative artistes. Even in the 70 World Cup final 
against Italy they had not bothered to play a defence* 
oriented game against a team of great players like 
Facchetii.Xuigi Riva.ilivera, Boninsegna andDomenghini. 
Italy was credited with the most solid defence in the 
world and had earlier annihilated several of the so-called 
great sides. But there was no stopping the marauding 
Brazilians who won 4-1 after conceding a childish goal. 
But all that was in the past. 

W HEN I MET THE ARARAT COACH, WHO WAS 
one of those sent to Argentina by the USSR Foob 
ball Federation to study world standards, he explained 
to me that the Brazilian tearn^as the slowest. In fact, 
that is why the Brazilians could not win the World Cup. 
According to him, individual skills and techniques have 
reached super saturation point. But the speed was fan¬ 
tastic in this World Cup, the kind of which was never 
seen before. Argentina s famous centreforward Luque 
came from the opposite territory and tackled his oppo¬ 
nents in Argentina’s own danger zone not less than 18 
limes in the whole match. But at the same time he was 
found in every breakthrough attacking situation which 
was created’ around Mario Kempes or Bertoni. The 
Soviet coach said all the Argentine players were capable 
of running 100 metres flat within 11 seconds and they 
(the Soviet coaches) have suggested after returning to 
their country that no Sovie^t player should henceforth 
be selected unless he could clock 11 seconds—^no matter 
how great a player he might be. 

But to me, speed is a very complex factor. If I 
have got players of the calibre of Pele, Didi, Puskas, Di 
Stefano, Charlton or Bobby Moore—who can create 
passes of 40 to 50 metres with total accuracy and have 
speed in thinking and reaction—I would rather have 
them in a national team than a bunch of 10-seconder 
decathlon champions. But if the above-mentioned 
players’ abilities could be merged in a decathlon cham¬ 
pion’s physical attributes, nothing could be better. 

And the world seems to be heading for this^kind ot 
a player. Though the basic strategy stays the same, to 
take the lead you have lo be numerically superior to the 
opposing defence; and to keep your goal intact, you 
have to be again superior to your opponents when they 
are attacking. Modernisation means effective control in 
all the phases of the game (defence, midfield and attack) 
to bring the right man—the specialist— in the right 
place at the right moment. These are the spheres in 
which the organisation of a team and its special tactics 
can be judged. Because competition is getting keener 
and extraordinarily good players are getting more and 
more difficult to find, world football is moving towards 
developing all-round players (total football) who can 
deal with whatever surprises the opponents can spring. 


One of the worltVs' leading footballers, Johan Cruyff, 
values fitness above everything else. 





stay 


A lthough indta has produced quite a few 

great individuals, we have nevei come up to interna¬ 
tional standards. The reasons are many, the major ones 
being the state of our organisations, our climate and 
physical construction, the amateurish approach to the 
game, the lark of fighting quality and general sodo- 
^conomic conditions. 

Britishers brought football to us a long time ago 
but if we go through the history of the game we will 
see that we have been exposed to international football 
only from a few years before WW II. Till then, we had 
been playing only with the Britishers. Apait from one 
tour each of South-east Asia, East Africa and Australia 
we did not have any knowledge of the development ol 
football m the international arena, particularly in 
European and South American countries. Even the 
Britisher^ knew very little about other developing conn- 
tries till Hungary thrashed them in 1953 

In those days we played just 20 to 25 minutes a half, 
so the question of stamina^ fitness or endurance did not 
figure very seriously. Fighting against Europeans in 
those days was accepted in a spirit of nationalism without 
much of an organisational approach. There were occa¬ 
sional flashes of brilliance like Mohun Bagan*s victory <n 
191J against East York or Kumartuh's reaching the IFA 
Shield final in 1920. At that time, we were all playing 
to the 2-3-5 formation. But the games were played 
mostly on individual flair. 

Team game and combination play were not much in 
evidence in those days. Mohammedan Sporting's 193S 
to 1941 supremacy can be produced as the first sign of 
combination play and team work in Indian football. 
That was the only team which produced organised 
football and regularly had physical fitness sessions and 
training sessions for combination play. They had 
talented players too. But their progress cannot be 
assessed in todays term as they mostly played without 
boots. A lot of people daim, however, that during that 
Mohammedan Sporting era our standard rose very high. 
But our Australian tour In 1936-37, with nine Moham¬ 
medan Sporting players, did not prove very successful 
though Australia had never been considered a good 
football-playing country. But on home ground they 
were very good* Their stamina, fitness and speed were 
stiO in doubt in that decade. ^ At that time, apart from 
that.Ausralian tour, we did not have any barometer to 
measure our players. 

But, without entering into any controversy, it could 
be ^Id that we were one of the best football countries 
in Agta. But we were not the best as the Burmese 


layers like Baba, Dilatest and Harris were considered 
etter than our players. Their second line players 
like Pugsley were a great success in Calcutta football. 
We were lacking in all the departments— strength, 
stamina, speed and even skill. We had misconceptions 
about the all-round skill of our nlayers when there was 
no maiking and the game was olayed at a much slower 
pace. We mistook our footwork— ground trapping and 
dribbling— to be all-round skill. But we know that only 
a few players could control the ball on the chest or wiUi 
the head while moving. We are still poor in this respect. 
Players like Shibdas Bhaduri, Saiat Singha, Samad. 
Gostho Pal, Kumar, Surya Chakraborty, Rashid, Rahim, 
Joseph, Rahaniat, the Karvi brothers and Lumsden were 
individually good. But only Chhoncy Majumdar was 
a player much ahead of his time, us he was an all- 
rounder who played international matches in nine 
pujsitions. 

B EIORE going to THE LONDON OLYMPICS IN 
1948 the Indian team was, for the first time, given 
physical training. To me that was one of the out¬ 
standing teams of our country. It had good player.s in 
every position. But these players knew very little of 
modern developments. If that team had had modernised 
training and played in modern formation, it could have 
done very well as the players had the requisite height 
and health. There was no dearth of skill with players 
like Varadwaj, Manna Taj, Raman, Ahmed Khan. Bashir 
and Mewalal, the like of whom have been very rarely 
seen in this country. But they were still playing without 
boots. 

By 1952, we had fallen behind further. By then 
the Britishers had gone and competitions were restricted 
to local boys. It was a virtually stagnant situation. 
Though East Bengal and Hyderabad Police dominated 
Indian football with some authority, the *52 Olympics 
revealed the difference in our standards and those of the 
Europeans. Till early 1955, the decline in our football 
continued steadily. By then, it was apparent that 
European and South American sides were leaving us 
very far behind. 

THEN THERE CAME A PERIOD WHEN INDIA GOT 
some outstanding players and a coach with a modern 
outlook, Mr. Rahim. With his dedication and ana¬ 
lytical eye, Rahim moulded the team, arrested the 
decline and raised our standards to a respectable height, 
to which I have already referred. After Mr. Rahim’s 
demise and the exit of stalwarts like Thangaraj. Jarnail 
Singh, Arun Ghose, Kempiah, Yusuf Khan, Balaram and 
Chuni Goswami, Indian football took another big 
somersault. 
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NEW DELHI E 5 Connaught Placa 

No 11 Def Cot Fly Over Mkt 
Oeepshikha Noar Priya Cinema VasantVihar 

BOMBAY Kata Mandir. Kemps Corner, Century Bazar 

Worti and Munnu's Fountain 

CALCUTTA : 2/1. Loudon Street 
BANGALORE Topsons 29. Conitnarcial Street 

TRIVANDRUM Krifhna Stores Palayam 

LUCKNOW Mullicks Emporium 38 Hazratgani. 

BHUBANESWAR Arencee 90 Baputee Napar 

AHMEDA8AD Aryodaya Shop Afanta Comintrcial Centre. 

JULLUNOER Marvells 55 Model Town Market. 

KOHIMA Trendways 0pp. Phool Ban 

AI2AWAL Tabitha Stores Bara Bazar 

PATNA Adam b Eva Hotel Meurya Clarks 

GOA Shatini Stores. Panap Market 

INDORE FltRibla Foam 25 M G Road 



OniE NEED NOW IS TO KEEP PACE WITH ASIAN* 
* standards. The pity Is there is neither a proper natio¬ 
nal programme iniOated by the Education Minis^, nor 
is the AIFF moving with any imagination. We are very 
near to touching rock bottom. The players are getting a 
lot of facilities from their club sides and are being pam« 
pered but India figures nowhere in the Asian champion¬ 
ship. To compare Indian football with world football is 
meaningless. 


But even with our present standards, we can give a 
good fight to the top teams of Asia if we play according 
to a well-set plan. But we cannot last more than 60 
minutes in any Asian competition. The last time India 
figured anywhere near the top in Asian competitions was 
when we came third in the Asian Games in 1970. .And 
that was because we still had players of the calibre of 
Naeemt Prasad. Karmakar, Habib, Bhowmik (Inder was 
not there) and Aroar Bahadur. Now we can count such 
players on our finger tips. 

While Middle East countries have improved their 
standards greatly—^mainly because they have the major 
primary requisites, health and height, food, money and 
planning— other Asian countries have fallen back. 
Apart from South Korea, North Korea and China, the 
Far Eastern countries are out ot the Asian scene. Even 
about the Iranian team one of the top soccer critics 
wrote at the time of the last World Cup “For Iran, the 
greatest difficulty will be in the last 15 minutes of the 
90-minute games, when the top teams of South Ameiica 
and Europe will leave them behind.** He was absolutely 
correct 

Our players are not developing their all-round 
abilities and they lack the spirit to fight and put up a 
determined front when pla^d in a difficult situation. 
And then there is our weakest point—^speed. I am 
reminded of an incident in the 1974 Asian Oaroes when 
India lost to China 1-7. Every time our team went into 
the attack, the deep defenders came up to the centre 
line. The moment the Chinese got possession of the 
ball they streaked past our players. From a 60-metre 
pass from their own penalty box, we found two or three 
Chinese beating our deep defenders by sheer speed, 
running ten yards ahead of the last defenders in the 
open spaces and scoring goals unchallenged The statis¬ 
tics said we got 12 openings, including one penalty, 
while China had thirteen, including a penalty They 
scored off six opportunities, plus the penalty, While we 
missed all our chances including the penally, except one. 


After the match the Chinese national coach came up 
to me. Through an interpreter. I got to know that he 
was one of the top players of their national team which 
we had beaten 3-0 In 1956. He told me * **Your team is 
a fine team, but your forwards are poor and defenders 
are slow.*' In the conversation I got to know that all 
their four forwards can do 100 metres in 11 seconds or 
less. 


Old-timers felt that ability to bead the ball or trap 
it on the chest were no qualifications at all. Nowadays, 
when football is played at Jet speed if a player cannot 
negotiate the ball coming from any angle and at any 
speed under speed pressure and opponent's pressure, he 
stands no diance of playing modern footfall at any 
decent level. 

TV viewers who saw the World Cup matches this 
year must have seen that, against Italy, Brazilian players 
in the midfield played a sequence of four passes by only 
heading the ball so that they could keep possession of it. 
Once the pressure from the Italians was so hot that the 
Brazilians had no time to either bring the ball down or 
create the space to manoeuvre. 

We aie not combative enough by temperament. 
Under the circumstances, no formation or set of tactics 
can give us any strength unless we forget our home 
performances and start In right earnest to slog hard to 
improve ourselves individually. No one can expect 
anything from officialdom. What has to be dem must 
come through one^s own sweat and tolL 
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From • cormhkick thti b§U Js dtfhcted off 
you, iho rof9to9. to on ottockof who h in on 
offside potHlon. He scores Do you (e) 
ewetd a goaf, (b) drop the ball or (c) award 
a free-kick for offside ? 
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Compiled by STAN LOVER, Chairtnan of 
the London Referees' Society 
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After you have tossed a com the fosinq captem 
claims the nght to decide the kick-off because, in 
error, you allowed the visitor's skipper to call Oo 
you (a) let the visitor's decision stand, fb) toss 
the com again or (c) award the kick-off to the 
home team 7 
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An attacker lines up 
in the opponerd's ^ 
"wall' and kicks a ;.*§ 
defonder fust before 
the ball IS kicked ^ 
straight into cfoot 
from a direct free- 
kick Du You (a) 
retake the ktck, (h) 
award a ifoii or (c) 
a free-kick to the 
defending team ? 
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A . A goa/Keeper catches the baft and takes three 
paces with it inside his goat area He then rods the 
baft towards the 18 yard Uno. picks ft up end takes 
another three stops outside the goat-area. 


' B : Before cfearing the ball the keeper bourn has n 
five tunes. An attacker tuns in and kicks the bell 
when It touches the ground fhv. half goe.s over the 
crossbar. 




C . Thtf bah I.S hemp /j/acec/ A?/ the goal kick when 
time expires You stop the gamr* helrre the hall n 
pui into play 
(Where is the problem 7) 
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SBM )i ajaq/vA (o) paddojp aq ^snui qaq aqx E l|o 
lo a6d|{AiJd Aub jaddi))S auioq aq; aAi6 lou op smbi aqx (b) 
pua;s pinoqs uieidaa 6u{|isia aq; Aq ubisioap ;sji; aqx z *!m 
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Bridge 


WgBBBBBBBBgBHBBgggiBoris Schapifo 

Last week 1 gave, as a play problem, the 
hand that I had contnbuted to the book¬ 
let for the 1978 Charity Challenge Cup, 
which raised a record sum for the British 
Deaf Association. These were the East- 
Wost cards. 

LAST 
4 A 4 

AO J 74 
0 76? 

♦ 5 ? 

With West as cleolcif at love-all the bidding 
will have gone 


WEST 

$ K 1062 
82 

0 A K 5 
4 A K 84 


SOUTH 


NQR1 H 

EAST 


'♦ 

pass 

tS? 

pass 

1 4 

pass 

?0 

pass 

i NT 

pass 

pass 

pass 

(East's two-diamonds is. of 

course. 

fourth suit 

and with 

17 points 

and a 



double guard in diamonds West jumps 
to game m no-trumps.) 

Against 3 NT North leads 0 d and South 
plays the Jack It looks natural to win and 
finesse in hearts, but if you do so you 
will go down against best defence This 
was the full hand. 

4 J w 7 

6 0 1083 
40973 

4 ^ 10 5 2 

<> A K 5 

4 A K 84 

4 0863 
<5? K ^096 
O J 94 
4 j 10 

Suppose you finesse ^ 0 at trick 2. South 
holds up - the key play - arid now, what¬ 
ever you try, you cannot come to more 
than two tricks in hearts With the ad¬ 
verse clubs breaking 4-2 this means that 
you will be held to only eight tricks. 

By now I expect that you can see how 
you could have ensured your contract 
against any 4-2 heart division. After win¬ 
ning the diamond lead (it would be a 
mistake to hold off in case the defenders, 
satisfied with their trick m the bag, 
switch to spades) you should play a low 
heart from both tiands. You can now 
hold off the next diamond lead if you 
like, but when you win the next you 
finesse in hearts. Whether South wins 


or ducks there is time now to come to 
three heart tricks and the contract. 

In retrospect I can ,see that perhaps the 
deal was not well chosen for a pairs 
competition. You would look foolish if 
you took the learned safety-play In hearts 
only to find the suit breaking 3-3 with the 
King right. Then you would end up with 
one trick less than the rest o1 the room 
and a bottom. At teams play, or rubber 
bridge, the possible loss of 30 points to 
ensure your contract is a small price to 
pay, but It can be fata! at pairs. 

I. asked a friend, who had played in the 
competition, what had happened at his 
table. "I finessed ^ 0 at trlgk 2,” he n?- 
plied, ''but South took his King.” Which, 
■I suspect, left everyone wondering what 
the point of the hand could have been ,,. 
This week’s quiz. As South you deal at 
game all with 4AK049?AOJ10 4 
4 K 0 J 8 5. You open one club and 
partner responds one spade. What do 
you rebid? 


Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■iPefer CJarke 

As most players know, particularly those 
who take part in tournaments, extra¬ 
ordinary positions are always liable to 
occur under tense, competitive condi¬ 
tions. It IS as if the /ea! and will to win 
of the contestants takes over and lures 
them into complications that defy reason. 
This is what must have happened in the 
game that follows White embarked on 
a sacrificial attack on the K side, and 
during the course of it gave up or lost 
no fewer than six pawns. Both Kings 
became exposed to threats, but the white 
pieces enjoyed the advantage of not 
being at all impeded by their own pawns 
and wore consequcnlly able to get in the 
decisive blow first 

White Richard Rcti; Black' Albert BecKcr. 

Roll (Vionna. T923.) 

1 Kt-^KB3.Kt-K83;2 P*B4, P*B4 
3 P-KKt3,P-KKt3;4 B-Kt2. B-Kt2 
% Kt-B3, Kt-B3i • P'Q3,0-9 
7 B-K3. P.Q3; 8 P-KR3, B-Q2 

9 Q-Q2, R<Kt1 

The opening so far has boon quiet even rattier 
boring. However, the fact that White had not 
yet revealed on which wing hia King was to be 
posted should have beon a warning to Black 
and prompted him to preserve his King's 
Bishop from exchange by 9 . . R - K1 

10 B - R6. Kt- K1; 11 P - KR4. B - KtS 

12 P-R5I, Px P 

12 ... B X P was bad in view of 13 P- KKt4l, 


B X P: 14 B X B, Kt X B; 15 0- R6 followed by 
Kl ~ KK15. 

13 Kt-KR4.0.Q2; t4B-K4.Kt-0« 

18 P-0-0. P-Kt4j 18 P-B3.P-KIS 
17 Kt-Kt8.i . 

V/hite c:annot allow the QKt file to bo opened. 
Now his pawns fall with alarming rapidity. 

17 ...KtxPch; 18 K-B2,Ktj(P 

18 P X B, Kt X B: .20 P X Ki. O - K3 

It IS hard to believe that Reti could have aimed 
for this position; for, although a piece up, he is 
under pressure from the black Oueen in several 
directions at once. 

01 Kt-BS!.QxBPeh;22 K-KtI.QxKPch 

23 K - R1. P X P 

The sixth pawn is perhaps one loo many. 
23... P-K3, intending . P - B3 or ... P - B4, 
was the alternative. 

24 B X B. Kt X B; 25 Kt x Kt7 . . . 

More ethcient was 25 Kl - Kt3l and, if 25 
. . . Q ~ Kt3, then 26 R ■ R6 

25 ...KxKt; 28 Q - ROch. K - Ktl ? 

Black might still have drawn by 26 . . . K - R1; 
tor example, 2/ Kt x OP, 0 - Kt3l: 28 0 • B4 
Px Kt; 29 RkP, 0 - Kt2 

27 0R-KKt1.K-R1;28 R x P. Q x Reh 

28 Q X O, R - Ktl; MR x Rch, Ration* 
Competition 0377. Solution next week. 


Black 



White 


Black lo play and wm. Grade 4 (hard) 

Solution to G376 (Largo-Rlpley, London. 
1878). (r1 bir2k1/I pql bp2/p3pp2/n3P2Q/2p2P2/ 
8/1PPapP/R1B2R1K - White to ploy.) 

Before White's attack can be pressed home a 
third piece must be saenheed The hnisn ran- 
21 B-021. RxBi 22 R - B3, R x KtP. 23 
R - KR.3. K-B1. ?4 0 -R8rh. B-Kfl. 25 
OxRch, KxO, 26 R-Ktlch, K-Bl; 27 
R -- RB mate. 

Problom No 1848. Solution next vmek. 

N.’l. Bollk (5/ac/)y, 1963) 

(1B2R3/7b/8/2p5/2PkN8r/2ppN8r/8ii1/K14l 
-7 white fiion; 8 black.) 

White to plav and male in two moves. 

Solution to No 1038 (Howard). (l/pR1p4y 
k2p4/rn1Q1K2/3b4/3fi4/2N8yib3Bl - moto In 
two.) 1 R • Kt8 (threat 2 0-Kt7); (a) 1 . . . 
Kt - B6: 2 Kt - Kt4; (b) 1 ... Kt- B4; 2 Q x P. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Bedi the scapegoat 

I DO NOT HOLD ANY 
bllc^ on bohalt of Bwli, 
Still I think it would have 
been ftiir to lontinoo Bedi as 
the (.aplaiii of the Indian 
side till the home series 
against West Indies was 
uvhr 

IVrhaps the decision to 
change the captain was due 
to (a) Bedi's refusal to at- 
tend a reception to the 
Indian team at Sahiwal, and 
(b) India losing the Tests in 
Pakistan. 

As I could make out, the 
reason why we lost the scries 
was due to the poor middle- 
Older batting both in Lahore 
and Karachi and not due to 
Bedi’s captaincy. Any time 
we lose a Test series, the 
axe falls on the head of the 
captain. This kind of deci- 
Aiion does no good to Indian 
Cl icket. 

yVSVf n, VAMKANER 
WALA, 
Bombay. 

BEDI SHOULD HAVE NOT 
been removed so suddenly 
as there was no fault in his 
captaincy. 1 think it was 
very insulting for Bedi to 
have been divested of the 
captainship. 

RAKESH PANDEY, 
Bombay. 



HAS NOT A BET I EH SIDE 
won ? But the. Cricket Con- 
trol Board of India, found a 
most readily available scape- 

f ;uat in Bedi. So the axe 
ell on a person who more 
than often than not has 
brought laurels to our coun¬ 
ty. 

MRS DREPA NARANC, 
New Delhi. 

Bedi better off 

S A CAPTAIN BEDI 
was not lucky. And aK 
so his performance was not 
as good as It used to be 
before. This was because he 


was always under tension 
because’, our weak middle^ 
order was unable to hit a 
respectable store. He will 
now be free of the tension 
and should bowl effectively 
to break the world record 
nf Lance Gibb.^. I wish hint 
cuccess. 

YESHWANT NAIK, 
Indore, 

Bring Brijesh 

E MAXIMUM NUM- 
her of strokes from a 
good batsman's bat arc play¬ 
ed to the cover region. So it 
is obvious for a timding cap¬ 
tain to employ a good fielde.r 
there. In the India-Pak Test 
series Bedi might have ex¬ 
perienced the absence of 
Brijesh Patel, who is clearly 
the best fielder at cover in 
India. 

Besides, if a good fielder 
is stationed at cover, a good 
batsman either will have to 
find another way for getting 
runs or restrict his strokes. 
This may lead to his com¬ 
mitting a mistake. From this 
point of view, Brijesh should 
immediately be induded in 
the Tost squad against W. 
Indies. 

ASUOK BASU, 
Howrah, 

Try new blood 

HF. WINDIES TEAM, 
which is totally inpxpo- 
rieiuod, was the best to be 
experimented again.st. The 
selectors by taking such a 
defennve outlook have real¬ 
ly caused harm to the future 
of cricket in the country. 
Young and promising cricke¬ 
ters, who have performed 
consistently in the domestic 
matches, should have been 
given a chance to prove 
their worth. Players like 
Rajinder Hans, T, E. Srini- 
vasaii, Yashpal Sharnia, Dhi. 
raj Parsana and Suresh 
Shastri can bi* given a 
chance. This will not only be 
beneficial to the players se¬ 
lected blit also to the coun¬ 
try as they are likely to 
play for quite some lime. 
Ovcr-c.mphusis on the old 
guards is only detrimental to 
the future of the game in 
India. 

SURESH VISHWANATHAN, 
New Delhi. 

Well done, Kapil 

I T WOULD BE PERHAPS 
wise on the part of our 
'‘Great grafter-^ Gavaskar*^, 
"Master of all strakes---Vt.ii‘ 
wanatb", "Compulsive and 
bad hookers— Surinder and 


Mahindef' Amaiiailjlh" and 
"The stroki^^hy Vengsarkar'’^ 
to ask a few questions of 
Kapil Dev. What puts "the 
lion" in Kapil's heart? What 
i.s the nutrition he takes that 
gives him the power with 
which he hits the ball? And 
above all. how has he deve< 
loped the aesthetic sense 
that they all lack? 

DR. S. RAQHAVA 
Kurnool. 

KAPIL DEV WAS THE 
find of the scries and he 
should have got some award 
which would nave given him 
encouragement for the fu¬ 
ture. 

AJAY RAJPUT, 
Bombay. 

Sad commentary 

N THE THIRD TEST WE 
had the sad experience of 
bearing the running com¬ 
mentary in English. I don't 
understand why such a com¬ 
mentator was sent to Kara¬ 
chi. It seems the commen¬ 
tator was not well acquain¬ 
ted with the rules and 
ixigulations of cricket. The 
All India Radio should take 
more care in selecting com- 
nienlators because we in 
north-eastern India are de¬ 
prived of witnessing the 
game on TV. 

SUKUMAR PAUL, 
GaiihaCt. 

1 CAN’T REMEMBER EVEN 
a single moment when the 
Pakistani TV commentators 
criticised their players. No 
doubt, the Pakistanis are 
good, but that does not 
mean that you cannot even 
take notice of the losing 
team. For instance when five 
Pakistani wickets fell at 
Karachi on November 17 
(Friday) the commentators 
suddenly became quiet. 

MISS PRIYA KAPOOR 
^ (Age-J-14 years), 

Bombay. 



A MOST UNWELCOME 
trend has crept into 
Ifidiait Test cricket iti the 
form liiftiaii T«$l placers 
apprartilg in l^ail matches 
wearing half-sleeve shirts 
and T-.shtrt.s. Cricket has ak 


way.s hred the, ihiagtj|itailnji 
of its large followers be¬ 
cause nf its etiquette and 
tradition. 

Some of the more portly 
cricketers, like Viswanath^ 
look 8$ if they are taking j 
part in a carnival and this i 
has a most disturbing jn- | 
flucnce on the younger ge- I 
nerationi Coincidentally, the 
casual a'pproach of our cri¬ 
cketers on the field and in 
their attire was reflected in 
the result of the last series. 
DEV KUMAR BALA, 
Calcutta. 

Wide ball 

S ALIM DURRANI'S ARTI- 
cle "My cricketing 
years” {Sportisworld Novem¬ 
ber 1) makes it clear that 
his conceit is astounding. 1 
always thought conceit was 
the prerogative of film stars. 

I now change my opinion. 
Let alone Dilip Kumar, Dur- 
lani wouldn't have been able 
to put PaintaFs career into 
jeopardy if he had sVuccfeded 
in films. 

A. DVTTA, 
Calcutta. 

PK wrong 

I T WAS VERY ENJOY 
able to read Ibe article 
“Is the 4 2-4 formation hold¬ 
ing us bark?” by P. K. Ban- 
nerjee in Sportsworld Nov¬ 
ember 15. It gcive us a glim¬ 
pse of the technical develop¬ 
ments in football. 

I would, however, like to 

S oint out one fat trial error. 

fr. Banerjee has slated that 
the formation was Irmd^ for 
the first time in competitive 
football by the’Eastern Rail¬ 
way Sports Club, Calcutta, 
under the stewardship ot T. 
Shome in the Calcutta foot 
ball league in 1958 but I am 
aware of at least one in 
stance prior to that where 
this formation was tried out 
in a major tournament. In 
the Durand Cup of 1953, the 
NDA consistently played with 
the W-M formation and 
though it lost to Mohun Ba. 
gan it drew a lot of encou. 
ragenient from the late B. D. 
Chatterjee who was in Detlii 
that time. 

AMARTYA LAIilRL 
New Delhi: 

Quit AIFP 

I HAVE A REQUEST TO 
the AIFF president, Mr 
Nurul Amin. He is not 
A man fit for beading the 
august body. It is better for 
the uplift for the Indian 
football that he <|uits AIFP 
as soon as possible. He 
stands, in the way «f many a. 
. iM player fiw dllterent 

'States.' 

- MRINAL DA$i 
Calctit'ia. 
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Victories in cricket 
have brought much 
joy to a nation 
which can do with 
as much of this 
commodity as it 
can get. 


f^E OFTEN WONDERS IF 
^ those cricketers who become 
household names ever considei 
how and why this game has 
become so popular. 

There was a time tn the 19.50s 
when the post-independence 
period made it into a bit of an 
orphan, but over the years the 
media, Press and radio and, 
lately, Hindi commentary have 
managed to build it up to a level 
of near hysteria. 

It is a British legacy embraced 
by the maharajas who accepted 
the responsibility of patronising 
the name and, except in rare 
cases, its players also. Great 
names like Hazare, Mushtaq Ah. 
Amamath etc. etc. were the 
beneficiaries. Some of them 
still are. 

In the old days a maharaja's 
partiality to a sports was per force 
pursued by his people. And so 
like It or not a tradition was 
formed which flourished to 
become a genuine interest. Ami 
since' there was no lack of flam- 
boy ancy an important ingredient, 
glamour, became attached to it 
Even now some of the most 
knowledgeable crowds are found w 
places like Jamnagar, the home 
of Ranji and Duleep, and Indore, 
the home of the great Hfitkar 

It is dtsiO a game which has 
cut across aU social and ecorumiu- 


barriers, A cricketer may be 
found living tn a one-room tene¬ 
ment, another owmng a large 
piece of real estate. Both may 
be .seen socialising in the 
same group 

Accepted as a game played by 
those in a middle or higher 
income group it is nevertheless 
accessible to many others nuiking 
it easy for spectator identification. 

For a nation of watchers who 
lack other forms of entertainment 
and seem to have plenty of time 
on hand a five day tamasha 
with moments of high drama is « 
fine form of entertainment and 
when the further incentive 
of international competition is 
added the form becomes ideal 

But perhaps the most important 
single reason for the increase in 
poprulanty is that cricket is 
one of the only two spectator 
sports in which this country ha.s 
competed with some success 
at the highest level. 

Victories in the recent past 
have been less rare and they 
have brought much joy to a 
nation which can do with as mndi 
of this commodity as it can get 

^ - ([ - 



AUin the game 


How many 
events in a 
marathon ? 

rpHE MARATHON AND THE 
decathlon stand out in the 
Olympic Games as their two most 
gruelling events. And for this 
reason alone one would expect 
anyone connected with athletics to 
have a fair knowledge about them. 
However, there have been glaring 
instances of the ciders of our 
sports administration not only 
showing ignorance of them, but 
on occasions confusing one with 
the other. 

Take the episode at Montreal, 
for instance. Distance running ace 
Shivnath Singh had just returned 
from a training spin in the lush 


green parklands surrounding the 
Olympic village at Canada’s French 
speaking metropolis when a senior 
Indi^‘ sports oihcial approached 
him. ‘How do you feel’ was the 
usual inane question. “Oh, I am 
alright” came the Indian runner’s 
reply. “I am just counting the 
days for the start of the Mara^ 
thon.” “Aha”, beamed the elder, 
“And how much will you run in 
this?”. “26 miles and 385 yards,” 
was the typically curt answer. 
“And what we do you have to do 
in the event?” Came another 
question. This time Shivnath was 
really puzzled. “What else,” he 
thought to himself, “What else, 
besides feeling doggone tired after 
the ultra distance.” He was ton- 
guetied. And then, slowly he began 
to realise that the well meaning 
offlicial was confusing the mara- 
thon with something else, perhav^s 
the decathlon. This became more 
than apparent when the latter 
asked again.” How many events 


do you do in the marathon?” 

Still on Canadian soil, this time 
in Edmonton, at the Common¬ 
wealth Games. Grape wine has it 
that an othcial in<harge of the 
Indian athletes did not know what 
the decathlon was and initially 
thought that bronze medallist Su- 
resh Babu was doing the long 
jump as part of the many events 
he had to attempt. It is said that 
Babu's switch from decathlon to 
the long jump was regarded as 
non-completion of his event! 

At Bangkok there may well be 
Indians in the marathon and the 
decathlon, and this would confuse 
more of the sports gentry and we 
may have some more good how^ 
lers. Perhaps, it would not be a 
bad idea to hold an athletics 
events quiz to decide as to which 
of the probable ollicials should be 
given the responsibility of bring 
at the Asiad I 


City slickers in 
rural games 

S OME FUNCTIONARY LOOK- 
ing after the atfairs of Bihar 
State Sports Council appears to 
have seriously erred, either by 
ignorance or by design, in fielding 
ineligible participants in the All- 
India Rural Game.s held at Gumla 
(Ranchi) in October. 


The eligibility rules, as laid 
down by the NIS, Patiala, the. 
sponsors of the meet—clearly 
state that only those who have 
not lived either in a municipal or 
in a notified area for the last two 
years can take part in the Rural 
Games provided they furnish docu¬ 
mentary evidence from the com¬ 
petent authority regarding the 
same. The rules also debar parti¬ 
cipation to those who have taken 
part in the alMndia school games 
meets or State championships 
and those who had been a gold 
medal winner in any previous 
rural sports Meet. 


One was, therefore, at a loss to 
see names of such athletes as 
Sylvester Tirkey, Arvind Panna 
and Jagat Pal Minj in the list ot 
medal winners. All these had al¬ 
ready distinguished themselves by 
their record-breaking performan 


ces elsewhere. Tirkey and Panna 
were gold medal winners esta¬ 
blishing new records in the high 
jump and 3,000 Metres run dur¬ 
ing the XXIII AlMndia School 
(Winter) Games held at Trivan¬ 
drum in December, 1977. 


Jagat Pal Minj, now well 
known for his athletic prowess in 
Bihar, was a long-distance event 
winner in the Bihar State Athle 
tic Championship held at the 
Bokaro Steel City some three 
years ago. Besides being ineligible 
on this score, all the three hail 
either from a municipal area or 
from a notified area, it is said. 



Sylvester Tirhey: Hm was he alU 
owed to take part 


And not a drop 
to drink 

A lthough the river 

Chambal flows through the 
heart of Rajasthan’s industrial 
capital. Kota, there was not enough 
water to quench the thirst of the 
participants of the all-India cross 
country meet held recently at the 
Kota Stadium. The Rajasthan 
Athletics Association, who orga¬ 
nised the meet for the second 
consecutive time, again proved to 
be a poor host. No adequate 
arrangements for water was made 
at the Kota stadium for the parti¬ 
cipating athletes of the poor man’s 
sport. The routes around which 
the race was run was without 
indicators and there was nobody 
to guide the runners about the 
distance and the points from 
where they should return. In a 
race for the junior girls, the 
participants returned to the star^ 
ting point without even covering 
the full distance because there 
was no indicator or pilot on the 
route who could pass them the 
necessary instructions. In this race 
no timings were recorded since 
the race was not “officially com¬ 
pleted”. However, three Karna¬ 
taka girls were awarded the first 
three place. Even by the stan¬ 
dards of what happens in Indkm 
sport, this is a unique case to the 
history of Indian athletics. 
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Scholarship to 
US promises 
deliverance for 
Suresh Babu 

I NDIA'S ONLY MEDAL WIN- 
ning athlete at the Edmonton 
Commonwealth Games and possi¬ 
bly our best for the coming Asiad, 
Suresh Babu, has run into trough 
weather with officialdom for his 
inability to join on lime the coach¬ 
ing camp for the probables at 
Patiala. According to fiabu, who 
rushed to Patiala after being 
warned that failure to turn up 
might well result in his disqualin 
cation for Bangkok, he had stayed 
home on account of his brother's 
illness. Anyone familiar with the 
goings on in Indian athletics 
knows only too well that there is 
much more than meets the eye in 
the Babu episode. It was, after all, 
not so long ago, when Suresh 
Babu was vocal enough to express 
his disgust at the manner in which 
officialdom himgU d at Edmonton. 
Indian athletics, like so many 
other sports in the country, is 
slowly and steadily petering out 
managementwise. It has fallen on 
one of our most talented athlete's 
shoulders to focus attention on the 
wrong doings. Luckily for Babu, 
considered by many experts 
abroad as the real surprise perfor¬ 
mer of the Commonwealth Games, 
a sports scholaj’ship awaits him in 
USA, which should take him into 
the international circuit far more 
easily than is possible through the 
existing set up in Indian athletics. 


Satyajit Ray's 
'Dara Singh' 

1 

S ATYAJIT RAY iS RIGHTLY J 
famed for the ailistcs he 
chooses to play his characters. 

For his recently completed ‘Jai 
Baba Pludunulh’ he wauled a 
body-builder and whom should he 
choose but the reigning, Mr. India, 
Muloy Roy? 

Ray's search for a body-builder ' 
was made easier by Soumitra 
Chatterjee, the hero of the film. I 
Chatterjee had once learnt Yoga I 
from Moloy's father and futnier f 
Mr. Universe, Manotosh Roy. 

m 

The 27-year-old Mr. India had to | 
pass a screim and voice test before m 
he was accepted for flu\ role. • 
Molov Roy plays the body-builder ^ 
Giinoinoy Bagchi in the. film and 
appears in three sequences. In J 
one sequence, which takes place I 
in Varanasi, he is lodged in the 
same dharamshala room with 
amateur detective Pheluda (Sou 
mitra Chatterjee) and Lalmohaii 
(Santosh Dulta). All three gel 
talking about his muscles and 
Pheluda and Lalmohan even dare 
to feel them. Still unconvinced 
about Moloy’s strength, Lalmohan 
asks him to demonstrate it. 
Whereupon, Moloy lifts Lalmohan 
and throws him down. 


Moloy expects his feats on 
celluloid will get him lots of ap 
plaud. He is keen that more lijm 
should be made on people like 
Hercules. 




'Indian experts 
talk nonsense' 

B ack in india after four 

' years at the universities of 
Oxford and Georgia, former Delhi 
State 400 metres hurdles champion 
and now a noted Rhodes scholar 
biochemist. Dr Virender Singh 
Chauhan, has been intrigued by 
the publicity given to the doping 
problem in Indian athletics. He 
wishes, however, that those get¬ 
ting involved in the controversy 
would check up their facts be¬ 
fore making the kind of blatant 
accusations that they have in re¬ 


cent months. 

For instance, most of the crilic.*^, 
according to Chauhan, do not 
seem to be aware of the fact that 
anabolic steroids have to be 
taken almost six months prior to 
a major competition to have any 
meaningful impact on one's per¬ 
formance. Steroids, he adds, 
should not be confused with pills 
like Ephidrine, which do not pkiy 
any role in the spectacular im¬ 
provement in the performance ot 
throwers. *it is not a que.stion 
of taking injections or consuming 
pills just hi*fore a competition, 
in so far us steroids are concei- 
ned,” he says. The process of 
^feeding in* anabolic steroids isS a 


long diawn out one which can 
take years to get rc.sulls. 

likewise, the beneficiaries of 
steroids do not in fact lake these 
thiee months bt»fore their parti¬ 
cipation in international meets, a 
factor that has iiiiide their detec¬ 
tion datibly difficnlt. *i have ne¬ 
ver heard the kind of nonsense 
that Indian exports are talking 
about steroids," adds the bio¬ 
chemist. And r.hauhan should 
know what he is talking about 
considering that he has his docto¬ 
rate from the University of Oxford 
In ‘Pcptidal Synthcsi.s’, apart from 
being actively involved in athletics 
in England as a secretary of the 
Oxford University Athletic Club. 
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December 1: BCA 
blunders, Gavaskar 
starts off well 

B ombay is recognised espE' 

dally by Bombayites, as the nur- 
sury of Indian cricket There is more 
than a little justification in this, so 
one is surprised that the Bombay 
Cricket Assodation seems to own no 
heavy roller which works nor any 
covers which can wicket 

dry» and the run-up unaffected by 
rain. 

Last time the West Indies toured 
India, two Test matches were affec¬ 
ted by rain at Bangalore and Delhi 
and now Bombay has had to suffer 
a similar fate. If the Hyderabad 
Cricket Association, which is nearly 
bioke, considers it essential to spend 
a few thousand rupees on decent 
covers, there seems no reason why 
the BC.A cannot do so. 

It would not only have ensured 
an earlier start, but also caused 
Kallicharran less brain-racking. 
Gavaskar, who no doubt knows this 
wicket as well as any, had decided 
to bat in case he won the toss. 
Kallicharran, when he called correct¬ 
ly, went into a huddle with his 
vire-captain Holder, and put India 
in-to bat 

After Karachi, India decided to 
play It as is usual, and went into the 
match with three spinners With 
both Kapil Dev and Ghavn in fine 
fettle, a batsman had to be dropped. 
This time it was Siinnders turn 
Next time, it may well be his bro 
Iher's also. West Indies decided on 
a moie orthodox attack, with three 
scamers and two spinnerst , 

There were a few damp spots at 
the Garware end of the wicket, 
which Kallichanan hoped would help 
him to an early breakthrough. He 
was nearly successful 

Phillip , an unknown quality, 
opened to Gavaskar, accompanied by 
an increasing crescendo of noise 
from the crowd. It felt nice to be 
home again. Gavaskar began his 
tenure as captain auspiciously, push¬ 
ing the first ball past cover for four. 
He then went to the other end to 
face three very quick overs from 
Clarke. The damp spots were doing 
their stuff as Clarke made the ball 
lift awkwardly from short of a 
length, Gavaskar needed all his 
experience to survive the early overs, 
but he did, to play more and more 
soundly as the wicket eased out 
Chauhan had also shaped well« but 
it was mostly off Phillip , who 
seems no more than a reasonably 
friendly opening bowler. When 
Chauhan eventually reached the 
more dangerous end, he ducked into 
a short delivery which failed to rise 
and retired damaged on the forearm, 

Mohinder came in to face a ball 
which still retained most of Its 
shine, polished as it was repeatedly 
OB the green of the damp gram. 
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The end of Mohmdcr*s agony filled 4 ^ ihe first tnntngs: Yarked by 
Clarke 

Again he looked unsure, as Clarke ponsibilily would %ve!gh on Gavas* 
tested him with three bouncers in kar will have any worries now. 
one over. Thai is one more than the Today, he celebrated his pptamey 

playing conditions stipulate, but the with the best innings that he has 

umpires were not concerned, nor did played in India. As he went on to 

the batsmen complain. record another double hundred, he 

made the others including Viswa' 
Mohinder batted as he had done nath look: decidedly inferior. Alone 

In all except one of his Test inniifgs he absorbed the sting in the bowhng 
in Pakistan, hooking compulsively and alone went on to master ft com- 
and looking unsure It wasn’t long pletelv. AH the others were content 
before Clarke yorked him with a fast to let him take full responsibility. In 
inswinger. fact, no one showed half his class in 

Viswanath seemed still nnrecov- defence or JIIJ5 mSSSi 

ered from the trials of Pakistan. Be Jpday. Indian hattm* vrouW surely 
found Holder’s ability to move the have cut a sorry figure, 
ball disconcerting and Clarke troub- , 

led him with the short ri^ng deli- Early in the mormng Clarke bowl* 
venes, but with Gavaskar looking ed a very sharp spell from the Tata 

more sure, he survived the final end, which made Viswanath anxi- 

minutes to make India 57 for 1. ous and Gavaskar watchful. Like yes¬ 

terday, Clarke kept the ball short, 
Clarke had generated speed and got the batsman on the hack foot 
bounce off this wicket, and Holder and then shpped in a well'<deceived 
some movement and when Parry yorker. He nearly bowled Viswanath 
eventually came on, he turned the with such a delivery, and then gave 
ball more than one expects on the him a very worrying 45 minutes, 
first day of a Test match. Kalli* but Viswanath survived to reach one 
charran must be nieing his decision of his less convincing fifties. Only 
to give India first strike. one shot remains in memory, when 

•m. « A M ^ he square-drove Clarke and the ball 

OsCOmbSff^ 2 •* B0St rocketed to the fence. Yet, be had 

survived the early spell which made 
ItintnffS /l| InuiB irO/n much easier for his less talented 

Sum/ colleagues. 

1 IKWT EXPECT THAT THOSE From the, other end Gavaskar be- 
people wtH^ fete that salded res- gait with three tours in Holder’s first 


over The Rist two were authentic, 
the third flow over third sUp. He 
then took control by repeatedly for 
ring him through a reinforced cover 
field or driving him powerfully 
through mid-wicket 

He lost Viswanath and Vengsarkar 
in quick time. Viswanath caught at 
forward short leg and Vengsarkar’s 
promising innings cut short by a ball 
that cut in and kept low, to have 
him Ibw. 

After that, it was Gavaskar all the 
way, with a bandaged Chauhan con¬ 
tent to bask m his brilliance. The 
West Indies attack, apart from 
Clarke’s early speed held no real 
terror on these slow wickets, and 
once he tired, Gavasker helped him¬ 
self liberally It is rarely that one 
man so dominates the oatting side, 
but as in the Karachi Test so today, 
it was Gavaskar versus the oppo^- 
tidn There was no shot in the hook, 
which was not demonstrated and 
played with authority. He even hft- 

Gavaskar airborne after his double 
century He was soon out 
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ed the spinners over inid*on and The only blemishes were a snick 
mid wicket. of Parry to first slip which, perhaps 

If one wants to be a little fmtcky a Sobers may have held and a cou* 
and finds fault, it could be that his ple of hopeful flourishes outside the 
running between the wickets leh a off stump But today was Gavaskar’s 
little to be desired Against a pack- day and the fine phmr that he is, 
ed field placed half way to the he made the best of it 
fence, ft Is pointless punching the 

ball hard, more profitable to push Chauhan kept him good company 
for singles and force the fielders for though he should have tned to take 
ward and thus create gaps He over more responsibility as Gavaskar 
should have also used his authority visibly tired. It was in no way a re* 
and demanded more strike from markable innings, but he played as 
Chauhan he does, unruffled and when fours 



Wtitiams off /Irif hall he faced ftom Chcivn 


did not come, happy with singles 
and twos. He has guts and if pati-> 
ence is a virtue, then Chauhan mutt 
be one of the more virtuous. 

At 205 Gavaskar, losing conceit* 
tration, was bowled %irithoui offering 
a shot, and at 52, Chauhan was 
caught in the slips cutting at Hold* 
er. Kapil and Kirmani made it to 
351 for 5 and if all goes to plan, 
one can expect a declaration after 
around a hundred runs more. 

The West Indies ground •* fielding 
had been energetic with Kallidiarran 
himself setting an example to the 
newer players, but he bad not treat¬ 
ed his potentially most dangerous 
bowler very welL 

By the time the second new ball 
was due, Clarke was a tired man. 
Nor had the spinners the ability or 
experience to utilise the turn in this 
wicket. It had been a long and frus¬ 
trating day for the West Indies, for 
which Kalucharran himself must take 
the responsibility. He had misread 
the wicket and is now paying the 
penalty If India manage to serye 
up a few more quick runs and dec¬ 
lare at lunch, the West Indies may 
just find themselves in trouble. 

December 3: Kelli 
answers to Sunil 

'T'HIS MORNING’S SESSION WAS 
A left entirely in the hands of 
Holder and Claike, who at least had 
Ibe compensation of picking up a 
few late Indian wickets trom 351 
the last five Indian wickets took it 
to 424. There were some maiur flou 
rishes from Kapil who is now recog 
nised as a very useful batsman and 
for whom Kaucharran employed a 
deep mid-wicket. Kirmani contribu 
ted 17 and drove at around a good 
length ball which was not meant to 
be driven. After that it was only 
Ghavn who showed any resistance 
and even lofted Holder over mid-on 
for six. The rest of the Indian tail 
folded quietly. 

The latter part of the morning’s 
play seemed a little meamngless. In 
dian batting should have worked for 
quicker runs if the idea was Aq go 
for a win. Kabchanran, interested 
from the beginning in only a draw, 
was content to let the game drift. 
West Indies started on a disastrous 
note^ losing Willicdms to Ghavri’s 
first ball Then immediately after 
lunch he had Creenidge well caught 
by Venkat in the gully Ghavri had 
made the initial inroads, which the 
Indian spinners were unable to caoi 
talJse on till late in the day 

Kalicharran is in much the same 
position as Gavaskar. Hie total hat¬ 
ting responsibility rests on him. To 
bepn with he was a little subdued 
but with time his innings began to 
flourish. Re was severe on anything 
short and Chandra often oblig^«He 
was more hesitant against Bed! and 
Venkat, both of whom* howled well 
but wi^e never really allowed to 
settle oown bp Gnvadker'i penduan 






lor chaniiiiig tbe bowling'every few 
overs. Kallicharran could have been 
out twice but on both occasions the 
fielders* reactions were slow» and two 
possible, though difficult, chances 
ivere split. With time he grew m 
confidence end reached his well- 
deserved hundred and was still there 
to further torment the Indian bow* 
iers. 

The other left hander Uomes, lo 
his credit, looks a cool customer. He 
Is pleasant to watch but he does piav 
far away from the body which will 
cause him concern on wickets which 
are not quite as dead as this. When 
he came in. West Indies was under 
pressure and West Indies have often 
been known to crack in similar cir¬ 
cumstances. But he stayed and drove 
his way to 60, and with Kail! had 
ensured that his team was vfrhjally 
out of any serious danger. 

Bacchus has a reputation of being 
an. attractive stroke player, but at 
this early stage of the tour he has 
yet to work Chandra out. He had 
little idea of a quick leg-break which 
hastened off the wicket. 

Murray, not seriously recognised 
as a batsman of international repute, 
hung around with some determina* 
uun and was stilh there giving Kalh 
good support. West Indies had almost 
reached their first goal which was co 
save the follow*on. 

Chandra had got. two wickets but 
bad not bowled the best. Venkat and 
Bedi were distinctly unlucky to re¬ 
main wickctless and the Indian fiel¬ 
ding was not impressive. 

December 5 ; And we 
thought they would be 
a pushover 

'|X)DAY FOUND KALU'S TIMING 
•i awry. He should have beer 
caught by Ka<pil off a mistimed pull. 
The other two Indian spinners also 
caused him concern. At the other end 
it seemed Murray's life was by 
a thin cord. He prodded and pushed 
around and was in all kinds of trou¬ 
ble. But he survived and both went 
on to their highest scores in 
cricket 


In 1974, when the West Indies 
were here last, it was Kallicharran 
who posed the headaches. In situa¬ 
tions where the others panfdced it 
was Kalll who remained unruffled. 
No matter that Llovd or Biefaards 
could hammer the Indian attack out 
of order, there was always a diance 
that under pressure these two would 
lose their nerve but not Kalli. There 
Was always a silent sigh ot relief 
when he got out. Today, even more 
depends on him. And he shouldered 
his responsibility well. Thore were 
the usual pulls and cuts which one 
has come to associate with Kalli and 
also somd exquisite drives through 
the off region. 


exceilept sup¬ 
port: CHuvjousIy be does not have the 



Larry Gomes bowled Chandrasekhar for 63 



VmhaJt tries in vain to make c catch off a Murray stroke off Ghavri: 
Murray went on to score 84 
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former’s grace or technique* but he 
had luck going for him and he gra* 
bbed hi^ opportunity. Indian spin 
ners must nave wondered what it 
was all about. 

Except In the initial stages* the 
Indian oowUng and fielding became 
a little apathetic. While those two 
collected runs* Gavaskar allowed the 
game to drift and one gdt the im¬ 
pression that having realised that a 
draw was a foregone conclusion, the 
Indian side lost interest. 

From a helpless position the West 
Indians gradually fought their way 
back to equal terms, and then went 
further, as Parry and Phillip conso¬ 
lidated with a partnership of €9 
runs. Neither of these b£<tsmen ran 
lay claims to any distinction* yet 
they came to dominate supposedly 
the finest spin attack In the world, 
which is a worrying thought. The 
wicket became slower and slower 
rtnd though there was some turn in 
it there was hardly any speed or 
bounce. A most boring day tomorrow 
will be had by all tomorrow. 

December 6: Gavaskar 
disappoints in dull 
draw 

A s FEARED AND EXPECTED 
this match petered out l<i a very 
boring draw, the only interest being 


whether Gavaskar would get another 
hundred. This was not to be as he 
fell short by SCMidd runs. Chauhan 
used the opportunity to further en¬ 
trench his place in the side. 

In the morning West Indies went 
on to score 493* a score few would 
have believed possible when it had 
lost two wickets for only 13 runs In 
doing so it f^oved that though a 
young side this West Indies team is 
prepared to fight and fight Intelli¬ 
gently. It also proved that Indian 
bowling lacks penetration even 
against a side that is so inexperien- 
Further* on the evidence of 
the last few weeks there has been 
a good 25% efficiency drop in Indian 
fielding. Apart from a few enthu 
siasts, Indian fielders show little 
athleticism while running or throw 
ing and those sharp chances which 
cm chmge the course of a game 
rarely stick. 


So with the batting also. Chauhan 
scoved 84 and tor once played some 
forcing shots in front ot the wicket 
but even when well set he played 
and missed a number of times out¬ 
side the off stump. Nor were Veng- 
sarkar or Mohinder convincing for 
batsmen who hyi now should have 
consolidated their positions in the 
middle order. Only Gavaskar showed 
total confidence. It was the kind of 
situation which licences a mind to 


wander and Gavaskar*& did at times, 
but at no time was he not in charge, 
at least not while batting. But if 
things continue tn the same vein, be 
as a captain and the selection com* 
mittee will have to do some serious 
rethinking. This is the poorest West 
Indies team to visit our shores, in 
ability as well as experience, and 
yet it managed to come out with 
better-than-even honours in this game 
and that too after mvfidng the ini¬ 
tial mistake of asking India to bat 
first. 

Gavaskar’s captaincy was at times 
puzzling. There were certain bow¬ 
ling changes which were not nece¬ 
ssary, in fact inaippropriate. Also, 
this theory of quick bowling chan¬ 
ges for its own sake is often unwii^ 
Like a batsman, a bowlei also needs 
time to settle down, to get into a 
groove, and. against a largely un¬ 
known side, to probe and look for a 
batsman’s weakness Some of ms 
field platings could have been more 
scientific but this is onlv the first 
time and Gavaskar with his desire to 
learn asd absorb will be wiser with 
experience. 

For the Bangalore Test Umrigar 
and company have dropped Mohin¬ 
der and takia Gaekwad, a move that 
was expected. One hopes that the 
next match will produce more pro¬ 
fessional and positive * cHdeet for 
India. 


Scorecard 

W EST INDIES VS INDIA, 
flVst Test, played at Bombay 
on December 1,2,S«S and 6. Ca^ 
tains: Alvin Kalticbamm and'Stitu) 
Gavaskar. KaliitSMrran won the 
tost., avtS imt India to bat 

SnkA ii» ibttlnKBlt 


BOWUNG: 

Nerbert PhilUb 
Sylvester Clitice 
Vanhorn Hblder 
Derek Parry - 
Ratitiick lonMHlnaii 
Alvin KalUcbortw 


224- @7-1 
42-9- 9M ■ 
27-3- 944 
284-19M 
17-3- 39-0 
1-0- 341 


GavotW , JPJS 

C. t*i SJOmibm «6np»«4ie 
b ilplder . 

M. AinariM^ h ^ 


WIBST INI»ai dat l»nia|f»>: 

A. T. Greefddfe c Veokat 
h GhayH 

A. B. b Gbavri 

A. H* Gimiaa b CHandr«‘ 
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7 for 430 (PhiTHn), 8 for 4T4- 

(Holder), 9 for 4W (Parry), 

BOWUMQ: 

Kapil Dev 19- $- 70-1 

Karaan Ghavri 25. 3- 71-2 

S. Venkab^ovan 34-121- 77-1 

fk S, BofB 38. T-10^1 

E- C^andraoeMrar 43- 7-|i8S 

C dnapIpAr 1-0-24) 

M- Amamath 3-0-72-0 

E4fHA <2n( ti»ia«i)t 

S. M. Qavaskar c Murray 
b Olarke 

C. P, S. Chauhan c Murray 
b Parry 

M. AmaroaEi iml, a4tt 

bot but 

TaiM 2M 

^ilAlL dip uncMd: 

1 for 153 (Gavaskar). 2 for 194 
‘(Chauhan) 

BdWUlkG: 

.& Chnim 
‘.MniillBp 
^ Party 

K. Tonyadeen 

V, , 

A. Kallicharran 

L, Gomba 

Mateb dwanr 


73. 

w 


16-2-53^1 

6- 2-194) 
27-7-77-1 
21-6-320 

7- 2-1 SO 
4.5-2-64) 
3-2 >24) 
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Batsman's 
delight, 
little else 

AJIT WADEKAR 

underestimate your oppu- 
nents** says tl)e adage anid this 
holds true for cricket too. Remember 
what happened to the West Indies 
XI led by the great Gary Sobers 
when the weakest-ever Indian side to 
go abroad played against them. They 
came back with the rubber and that 
too for the first time. 

This present team of West Indies 
has proved the saying once again 
They came as an unknown quantity 
and were considered underdogs bv 
many before the first Test match at 
Wanichede Stadium started. Some 
even said that this team carried onlv 
two acclaimed players, Alvin KalU> 
charran and Vanburn Holder. 

Their earlier performances in the 
preliminary matches at Indore, Pune 
and Baroda illustrated their weakness 




GavasKar grimaces as he pulls a short one 


against our aspiring younger lot of 
spinners. Their fast bowlers, though 
adequate, never appeared to be in 
the class of Andy Roberts^ Holding 
and others who are presently serving 
Packer. Their batting, too, did not 
seem to have that sound a base as 
their previous team« 

How was it then that they proved 
more than equal to us in the first 
T^st? The one main reason I can 
attribute for that is that one just 
can't afford to take any team lightly, 
especially when it emerges from 
those sunny Carribeans Islands. Thev 
have tremendous potential ovei 
there when it comes to cricket. Cri 
cket is in their blood and given a 
chance they turn into the idols thev 
worship. TTius, it not surprising thai 
they looked superior in almost every 
department though, admittedly, they 
looked a bit raw. 

The wav it rained for three days 
prior to the start of the first Test 
due to cyclonic conditions it appea 
red that ait least the first day of the 
match would be wasted completely 
The wicket remained covered com 
pletely for all these days but despite 
that it took a lot of water through 
seepage. It looked perfect on tht 
surface. Perhaps even the start ot 
the game could have been advanced 
at least bv an hour or so as the 
mopphig-up operation done by the 
BCA oflcials was excellent. It was 
natural that KaUicharran hesitated 
when he won the toss. But then he 
must have thought that perhaps 


there would be some moisture and 
softness in the wicket end his three 
seamers might be able to exploit 
that. Also It creates psycbologicit 
pressure for the opponents when vou 
put them in despite the wicket being 
good for batting. It happened to ns 
rn 1971 when a whole day was wash- 
out In the first Test at Rhigstnn. 
Jamaica, and Gary Sobers, having 
won the toss, put us in. The wicket 
was really playable at Jamaica and 
It rertainlv did not behave badly. 
But mentally our batsmen had not 
prepared themselves for batting on 
that wicket and we lost five quick 
wickets before lunch for fiO^and odd 
runs KaUicharran may well have re 
rnlled all this when he decided to 
put us in 


And he almost succeedfid la his 
gamble as Chauban got hit on his 
arm from a rising ball from Clarke, 
who looked the tastest amongst the 
lot. Perhaps he will be much quic¬ 
ker if he bowls sideways instead of 
open-chested as he does. Mohinder 
Amamath seemed all at sea against 
Clarke and was bowled by an almost 
unplayable yorker from him. Vlswa- 
nath also was a bit shaky against 
Clarke's rising deliveries and per¬ 
haps he might have been caught at 
shorMeg if KaHicharran had posted a 
fielder at the proper place. Sunil 
Gavaskar was confidence personified 
and the way he batted the next day 
was something out of the world It 
wa« his day and every other bats 
man in the Indian camp looked me- 




Kitflirhartan drives Bedi: Chavhan and I enkat are the /icfldprs* 


diocT^ in frnni of him. This was a 
innmi$s full of all the strokes in the 
book. I have never before seen him 
hitting rising deliveries from quickies 
well as spinners or sweeping so 
precisely. He could have murdered 
any bowler in the world on that day. 

1 shudder to think what would have 
been the state of the Indian camp if 
Sunny had got out early. 

A tally of 424 runs is a safe scene 
in a tive-day match unless some 
miracle takes place. Perhaps, Suiui 
could have declared a little earlier to 
give some time for our howlers as 
there was no necessity of asking 
Chandrasekhar to bat. llie West In¬ 
dies started their first innings on a 
most disturbing note as Williams 
tried to straight drive Kr.rsan Ghavn 
who pitched the ball on the right 
spot for his natural inswinger which 
went on to uproot his off stump. 
Greenidge was next to go as he was 
caught off Ghavri by Vcnkatraghavjan 
In the gully. It was then that the 
two left handers, Larry Gomes and 
skipper, Kallicharran put their heads 
down and consolidated the West In 
dies^ position. 1 saw Gomes in Pakis¬ 
tan two ye^rs ago when we played 
together for the International XI 
against a Pakistan XL He has not 
cnange his style of batting. He Is 
very much 4he same when he cover 
drives the ball elegantly through the 
covers and when he steps out to the 
flighted deliveries from spinners to 
pierce the cordon of fielders from 
third man to mid-off. He deserved a 
century very much but be fell to 
Ohandrasekhar’s sharp leg break. 

fa 


Afterwards it was their skipper 
and nobody else. Thai little .master’s 
importance to West Indies is exactiv 
what Sunny’s is to our Indian team. 
He had told me the previous night 
that he would get a hundred and he 
did tha't with effortless strokes all 
round the wicket. Like Sunny he 
dominated the scene entirely. 

Of course, hats off to David Mur¬ 
ray who saw to it that despite being 
beaten time and again by our great 


Comments 

Naren Tamhanq: When the 
West Indies were 13 for 2 wc lost 
the initiative due to some bed 
catching. Our fielding was sloppy. 
It certainly did not do iustioe to 
a Test side. We paid the peiMiUy 
of uodereirtimating the team, ; We: 
gave alvey tbd many runs in the 
field. lUlfiebarrap^s 
catch proved costly. Though 
Chandrasekharas tally of five wic* 
kets flattered his analysis, Venkai 
bowled belter, 

G. Ramcband; Though Parry 
turned the ball a great deal be 
lacked consistency and dix^Clion, 

I Sunil should have used his pace 
bowlers more. Also he ahoold 
have gone defensive when KalH 
was going great guns. Both teams 
had their bowlers not bowling to 
their field. 


spinners he held his ground 
hrmly and lent the necessary sup¬ 
port to his skipper. Parry also look 
ed very good in hitting 55 important 
runs mostly through the middle of 
the blade. He certainly justifie.5 his 
reputation as an all-rounddir with 
great promise. He was the only spin¬ 
ner who was, in the true .sense, exac¬ 
ting spin from the wicket. 

As captain, Sunny did his job very 
well as he shuffled his bowlers fre¬ 
quently so that the batsmen didn’t 
get his eye in. quickly. He was un 
lucky in the sense that he didn’t 
have proper support from his close- 
in fielders. Our spinners also looked 
very stale. Perhaps some rest might 
do them good as they are certainly 
not over the hill. The tall scoring 
from both the sides in the match 
only suggests that the wicket was 
really docile and totally unresponsive 
to spin and pace. 

It would have been a matter of 
pride for the Gavaskar family if he 
had scored another century in the 
.second innings. 

There was no necessity forKalU- 
charran to stick to his regular bow¬ 
lers on the last day and enable the 
Indian batsmen to have a real good 
look at them. 

Now that both the teams look al¬ 
most equal with their main batting 
relying on two lop Indians* one In¬ 
dian and another West Indian, let 
us see who fails first and gives the 
iitber a chance to win. 




Gavaskar goes on his knee io pull Parry 
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SUKANTA 

shows how 

Our hir« purchase schame helps 
you own things you always wanM 
Pay a modest amount now 
Rest in assy instalments 
(You can buy cash down, of course) 

And pick your choice from our 
wide range of products : 



Refngetators, Water Coolers. 
Geysers. Air Conditioners, Fans . 

T Vs, T ape Recorders, Raditys, 
Steieos. Sewing Machines. 
Washing Machines. Pressure 
Cookers, Gas tandoor cum-ovens 
Almirahs. Filing Cabinets. 
Typewriters. Calculators . 

Scooters, 

and 

other wide an ay of appliances for 
office and fioine. 

Vak our air-condttionod show rooms 
Toiiw)/. 



STATUTORY WARNING: CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEAUH 


ernes 

REGENT 

sized 


REGENT KING—Tha 
Happiness Cigarette. It 
gives you a lot to be happy 
about: an exclusive blend 
of choice Virginia tobaccos 
specially selected for rich 
flavour, smoothness and 
subtle taste. Presented in 
a pack you'll be proud to 
be seen with. 

Happiness—reflected in a 
world of taste and elegance 
in REGENT KING. 


KING 

Maximum price 

Rs: 3.00 for 20 
Rs: 1.50 for 10 

Local taxes axtra. 
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Baroda no 
help to 
Windies 

I N nil: thrl:im)ay drawn 

^Minc nii^ainst lht‘ Wfst Zone at 
Barottu, lh(' tout ing West Indians gave 
a repeat pertoniiaticc of their match 
«i I une. They lost early wickets but 
then their niid<Ue'Order took charge. 
A collapse followed but a rear¬ 
guard action gave I heir total some 
r(‘>pe( lability. K a Hit'll ar ran must 
have been a worried man. Kven after 
three matches, too few of his bats¬ 
men had done c'liough to inspire con¬ 
fidence. 

The West Indians tried out ( hang 
for the opening berth The tact that 
he is a lefthander must ha\e prom¬ 
pted this move. Hut ('hang was soon 
out, caught behind trying to hook 
Kaisan (^liavii. Cdiang who got out 
at Pune in the same way except that 
the catch went else vhere, obviously 
does not get over the ball while 
hooking. And does not allow for fus 
short height while executing the 
stroke, (ireenidgii onto again failed. 
So the West Indians were not able to 
solve their pioblem ol finding a part¬ 
ner for Hdsil Williams in the 'lest. 

Faoud Bacchus displayed a lot of 
class for a batsman who has 42 runs 
in the two Tests he has played. A 
styli.sh player, who po.ssesses the 
technique and the w'lllingntss to 
make strokes, Bacchus .showed the 
ability to combat our spin. And with 
scores of 57 and 110 not out in the 
Baroda match, Bacchus could widi 
claim to be the tourists* best bats¬ 
men after Kallicharran. 

When Kalli came to the wicket 
the scor{‘ stiovvc'd 15 tor 2. And as 
Ghavri ran up to bowl hi.s first ball 
at the .skipper it wouldn’t have tak 
cn even a novice, not to speak of 
Kalli, to guess that it would be a 
bumper. And with it, the psycholu 
giral warfare belw'een the two star 
ted. A few brills later, alter aiiotfuu* 
Ghavri bumper had sailed over his 
head, Kalli jumped high up and 
swung his bat as if telling Ghavri— 
Is this how you want me to play 
you? 

Ghavri bumped two more and at 
the fifth one Kalli got into position 
and hooked it to the square leg 
boundary. Then with absolute con^ 
tempt showed his four fingers to 
Ghavri and said: “See that! But if 
you don’t like a four, I could make 
It a six.” Not surprisingly, later on 
when Ghavri went to bat» Kalli^ 
charran idgnalled to Malcom Mar¬ 
shall and a bumper followed, all for 
Ghavri*s benefit. 


Kallicharran and Bacchus made 
every stroke in the book. Kafli’s knock 
w'as workmanlike wliile Bacchus had 
grace and timing to show. Their run¬ 
ning between the wiikets was ano 
Iher prominent asprect in, their part¬ 
nership ol 92. Ihey made the most 
of the lethargy of Stanley Saldanha, 
Narayan Satham and Rahul Mankad. 


Ghavri kept a tidy length while 
bowling both pace and spin Along 
with the Uday Joshi and Dhiraj Par- 
Sana, he was responsible for break- 
ing the back of the West Indians in¬ 
nings. At this stage, the scoie lead 
181 tor 7, with Derek Parry and 
Malcom Marshall at the crease. 


The West Indian.s are not plodders 
In all their three matche.s the\ have 
always maintained a run a mimiie 
regardless of the slate of then mn- 
mgs 


Phillip’s bouncer and was dropped 
by Errol Brown. A little later while 
repeating the stroke against Mar- 
shal Saldanha was hit on the skull. 
The thud heaid on impact and the 
w'ay Kallicharran shouted for medical 
rai'ced erirs that the injury was a 
scriou.s’ one. Fortunately, it didn’t 
turn out to be so. 

Anshnman Gaekwad made strokes 
all round the wicket and thus ledee- 
med hi.s iTputation, at least enough 
to put him in the reckoning for the 
Tests. He was hit rather badly near 
his left knee by a Marshal delivery. 

11 took a (level piece of bowling 
on the pait ot Jumadeen to gel 
GaekWiiil Old Jinit.ideen lealisi'tl that 
alter ciossiiig his teiduiv the bjls- 
num wav v(i\ ollen li\iii^i to chop 
the bidi in the jioinl it'gion So Jiima 
dt-en send ilt>vvn a taster deliveiv de¬ 
void id aiu -.pin lo yolk (iaefwad. 


Derek Parry show'ed a ^^nund bat 
ting !T*cbnique and was completely at 
ea'-e agdinvt the spinners. Marshall, 
too, took the opportunity to .show 
that hi* IS capable of making luns. 
Both ol them got 50’s. 


At this stage. Ashok Mankad. 
Wo.st Zone’.s skipper shuffled fus re- 
.sourev- idi loo quickly not giving 
the chance to any of his bowlers to 
settle down. And a couple of drop 
pod calchei- by Saldanha and Ashok 
Mankad didn’t exactly help their 
cause. 

The West Zone’s baiting had hard 
Iv begun when Saldanha hooked a 


lers 1oi hl^ 72 
him on the log 
strongoi vn.b‘. V 
sell md whin in 


V’engvfti K.u was the onl> other 
b.d^^iueu to impiess. Anil be has a 
lot to llomk the West Indian bciW- 
Tbi'v kepi fer'dvng 
sidi* which. IS his 
.'ngsaikai r-.n hini- 
sight of .i centiuy 
Whelhfo* il w {-> d'ae to his casual out¬ 
look 01 1 er kles^nf-.s only Veogsarkar 
could tell. 


Rain on the third day allowed for 
just 55 iriinul.^s of plav aftei lunch 
Again Bacchus with tii> century and 
(jhavn lor his thri*e wickets were 
notevvoithy foi then effort. 


HARF.SH MUNWANI 


Marshal bouncer hits Saldanha, sends his cap flying and injures him 








Veniiyarkof Ibw to Phillip 



22l{acvhus at short leg dwes full length to collect the ball and the West Indkv idayen aweal msuceetstiiOai for 
a bat. and pod catch against Chaukan off Parry ^ yvrs appeal 
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Sportsworkt Special 


Unseemly 
AICS- 
lOA war 


F ii:ld marshal s. h. r. j. 

Manekshaw is the svtond Army 
chief who has retired to take on the 
chairmanship of the All India Council 
of Sp<n ts- The hrsl was General 
Kumaraniangalam. Ihe General con¬ 
ducted his affairs unostentatiously- 
The Field Marshal began with his 
usual swagger. Before being offered 
the post, the Field Marshal is report¬ 
ed to have expressed to the Piinie 
Minister a burning desire to cleanse 
Indian sport of lU many ills and set 
it on the right tratk. But he is not 
the first to have nur-»o'J such a laud 
able ambition. He has already had 
a taste of the problems in store for 
him. 

Straightaway he has run into a 
confrontation with the Indian Olympic 
Association, intluentiai members of 
which organisation have sought l<i 
cut the Field ^1ar^hal down to size 
by reminding him that he is no mori* 
than the mere head of a noininaled 
body meant to pc*rform an advjsoiy 
role. The. confrontation is, in tact, 
a struggle for supremacy between 
the lOA and the AICS. The Council, 
being the body which advises the 
Government on how it should spcuid 
money allocated to .sports, would like 
to call the tune for that reason. 
However much the Field Mar.shal 
would like the public to believe that 
the confrontation existed only in the 
minds of some Pressmen, he cannot 
convince anybody that he is not on 
the best of relations with the people 
who come to the Council for aid. 

Like his predece.s$ors. the Field 
Marshal also began his tenure by 
saying he had every respect for the 
autonomy for the federations. But 
24 


bein^ used to running only the Army, 
he did not know what he was talking 
about. He has reportedly had a 
serious, unseemly titt with Air Chief 
Marshal O. P. Mehra, the retired Air 
Force chief who now heads the lOA, 
on the question of the qualifying 
standards for the Asian Games. 'The 
Field Marshal was reported fo have 
hotted up in good old Army fashion 
and demanded to know why he 
couldn’t force his opinion on the 
members of the lOA. 

If he (Manekshaw) could, surely 
Omi Mehra also could. In the argu¬ 
ment between two ex-servic>ciTien, 
both men of robust Punjabi breeding, 
Mehra is reported to have stood up 
to the fudd Marshal and told him 
that he could not oblige Sam Baha¬ 
dur. For every strong woid used 
by Sam, Onii is reported to have 
said ; ‘T)itlo to you ’* When things 
really hotted up, two Education 
Ministry officials, aghast at the ex¬ 
change between the big guns are 
said to have been asked bv the 
Field Marshal to led\e the room. 

Idle troubled lelalions between 
the lOA, who stoutly deleiid their 
cherished position as the apex body 
of Indian sport, and the AICS have 
gone fiom bad to worse. Whx'ii the 
lOA expressed its desire to meet the 
Field Marshal in a delegation to con¬ 
vince him of their point of view 
regarding the composition of the 
Indian rx)nUngent to the Asian Games, 
he directed a Ministry officer to tell 
them that there “is no qiiestion of 
any negotiating”, but in case the 
lOA president and secret ary-general, 
who IS also a relii\'d Air'Marshal, 
consider it necessary they could 
bring along with them other mem¬ 
bers who would have to withdiaw 
from the meeting after the lOA has 
expressed its view. Ifie tone of the 
letter was regarded as a slight. 

In fact, that, one gathers, is the 
complaint of many who have had to 
deal with the Field Marshal. Whe 
ther he intends it or not, the effect 
of what he says is slightful. It 
takes a long time for a retired sol¬ 
dier to forget the ways he was once 
usfKl to. But then is it not said 
that Field Marshals never retiir ? 

'THE CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 
of sportsmen for the Asian 
Games formed the bone of conten¬ 
tion. The lOA had made up its mind 
last summer as follows : athletes 
for the Edmonton Commonwealth 
Games would have to reach the 
standard of the sixth-placed at the 
last Game’s and for the Asian 
Games, third place. This was duly 
accepted by the AICS. Then, the 
Council was reconstituted and a 
committee headed bv Raja Bhalind-ar 
Singh, the Council vice-president, 
raised the qualifying standards for 
the Asian Games to second-place 


performance at the last Games. 
That happened in September. The 
lOA refused to fall in line. 

In the war that followed, the lOA 
has embarrassed the AICS by point¬ 
ing out its illogical decisions to 
recommend sanction for the football 
and volleyball teams while turning 
down the case of the men's basket¬ 
ball team and women's badminton 
teams. Neither the football nor the 
volleyball teams qualify accordding 
to the standard prescribed by the 
Council itself. The football team 
ha.^ been okayed because of the mass 
popularity ol the game and the vol¬ 
leyball squad because India’s national 
team beat the touring French club 
team, Racing De Paris, last summer. 
The lOA has strongly reiterated its 
stand time and again and has quoted 
chapter and verse in support of its 
rase. It has stood up for its auto¬ 
nomy and told the Government that 
the Llouncil ha.s no business to im¬ 
pose itself on the lOA. 

The ‘12nd clause ol the statutes 
of the Asian (iames Federation 
slates that the organising committee 
must not recognise any authority re¬ 
garding participation m the Games 
olhcM* than that of the national Olym¬ 
pic committee, the internationdl 
sports tedetations and the ACF and 
the !0(' (Internationdl Olympic Corn- 
mittee) 

Clause 21C'. r>t the IOC constitution, 
dealing with autonomy, says that the 
national Olympic committees ‘‘must 
resist all pressures of any kind 
w^hatsoc‘Vpr, whether of a political, 
religious or economic nature.” As 
enjoined by the constitution of the 
IOC, to which the fOA is affiliated, 
it has been fighting pressures ot a 
politual and economic natuie. 

T he ( ONFLiCT BETWEEN THE 
lOA and the AICS has caused 
not a little embarrassment to the 
Government. On the one hand it 
seemed convinced of the lOA’s case. 
On the other stood the adamant 
Field Marshal who reportedly has 
described the AH'S advice to the 
thivernment as a “hukum” (order) 
nicani to be obeyed. He has repor¬ 
tedly threatened to resign if the 
Government turned down his advice. 
With the Education Ministry feeling 
bullied, the matter was taken up 
with the Prime Minister, who was 
behind the Field Marshal's appoint- 
ment as the AICS president. 

The Government, which has all 
along wanted the lOA to name its 
teams well in time, on this occasion 
are themselves guilty of indecision, 
causing a great deal of uncertainty 
which is always bad. Any decision 
they say, is better than no decision 
at all. 

The lOA, on its part, even threat¬ 
ened at one time to not to sponsor 
any contingent at all to the Asian 
Games should the Government ueld 
to the Field Marshal's wishes, llien 
it said it would find its own resour¬ 
ces for the contingent, as selectedl 





The 

AtCS' 

side 

I P THE SHOWDOWN BETWEEN 
the AlCS and the lOA was 
played on a low key, it is possibly 
bOickuse the Asian Gaines winter 
baa coincided with a very hectic 
cricket season* Thanks to it, and 
also to the Indian Grand Prix at 
Calcutta, sports enthusiasts in the 
country will prefer to read cricket 
and tennis reports rather than, 
worry their heads about contro- 
versies on the pathetic nature of 
sports administration, especially 
of those (Sames associated with 
the Olympic movement ! 

Thus, one has been denied in^ 
side stories of the unnky 
on leading to the biial selection 
of the Indian routingeat tor 
Bangkok. For it is no secret that 
ever since their reUnn from 
Edmonton, where sports olficiak 
dom made such a hash of things, 
interested parties for a trip to the 
Asiad have been busy -charging 
their batteries to see how best 
they could prepare mhcrnselves to 
face the wrath of the Field Mar¬ 
shal. 

The A ICS had made it abun¬ 
dantly clear that it was unhappy 
with the choice of oihcials nomi¬ 
nated lo serve in various capaci¬ 
ties as*part of the Indian tram at 
the CominonweaUh Games. Guhke 
cricket and tennis, which have set 
good examples in making use of 
eX'internationals, as well as other 
knowledgeable personalities, to 
man our t^ams, the federations 
as.sociated with the Indian Oiyin 
pic Assodation have cotninued to 
maintain the tradition of bringing 
In many such people who have 
been a source of embarrassraent 


to our sportsmeti* For this reason 
aioiie, tbe executive of the AICS 
was anxious to check the bona* 
fide of coaches, managers, dele* 
gates and others, before' clearing 
all teams. 

While It is debatable as to whe* 
ther it was wise in not allowing 
the basketball team and women 
badminton players to participate 
in Bangkok (though the Educa¬ 
tion Ministry overruled its reco* 
mmendatton about the latter) no¬ 
body interested in or involved 
with sports would object to a 
thorough checking of the creden¬ 
tials of our officials with the vari¬ 
ous teams. Sports federations in 
the country appear to be oblivious 
to the state of sports management 
elsewhere in the world and Conti¬ 
nue to harp on autonomy, by 
which it is clearly implied gelling 
unwanted men trips abroad al 
Government expense. While in 
most of the leading countries--- 
sportswKse that is--the posts of 
chef dc mission. PRO. manager 
and coach arc given to big names 
In sports, we still have plenty ut 
nonentities to don national co¬ 
lours. 

One is at pains to umlcrstart"d 
why outstanding peisonahlies like 
Henry Rebelto, our greatest ever 
triple jumper or fellow Olympic 
finalist. Giirbathan Singh Ran- 
dhawa. could not be invited to be 
associated with the Indian alhlelie 
.squad at Bangkok. Their pre.sence 
could lend stature to the Indian 
amt I agent, apart from proving a 
source of inspiration lo the parti¬ 
cipating athletes. Instead, waning 
fatlion.s of various sports bodies 
have been lobbying and counter- 
lobbying to Mtoose' their men for 
Bangkok. The piocess has gone on 
for weeks with little thought to 
the mode of preparation of the 
learns. 

In this, federations have l>eeii 
forfiinale in getting the NTS to 
shuuUhM the entire respon.sibility 
of the training of and coaching of 
the probables. Facilities have been 
provided al Goveruinent cost lo 
all and the sei vices of roaches 


chosen by the federations have 
readilv been made availablCv In 
athletics, for instance, it has been 
entirely an MIS effort and the vuc- 
re&s of Uic Indian athletes, H[hen 
it comes, will dehnitely be attri¬ 
buted to their conihes. 

The failing lies, once again, In 
not providing our lads and lasses 
with the kind of intensive compe¬ 
titive experience in alien suiroun¬ 
dings which they needed before 
the Asian Games. The change of 
atmosphere from the quiet com¬ 
forts of Paliala.to a irovvde4 and 
bustling Bangkok will bo a very 
tough factor to reckon with am! 
would require dehcate and skill ut 
handling by exjiericnced Jtand^. 
Youngster.s uf the calibre of metric 
miler Sant Kumar who arc on the 
thieshhold of inteinalionai suc¬ 
cess need careful ir>oking after. 

In this conl«*\li. uhe rannid Iwdp 
feeling that Indiana have mi'^siid 
a grand opporliinity of huilding 
up, not only foi Bangkok but also 
for Ollier meetings in the near 1 

fulmc, by no! taking full advan- I 

luge of the pres(nri‘ of Soviet I 

liujon afhktes who were on a i 

goodwill tour of India last irionth. 
With some of the leading perfor¬ 
mers of the 1978 Kuropeju so a'-on 
in their midst, the Russians could 
well have helped to impiuve tlit: 
perronnaiicc of our athletes. But 
we really fumbled this lime. Few, 
except those very closely ionnec- 
ted with track and field athletics, 
knew that the l5-nian Soviet team 
rontaioed, amoiig nthei s, leading 
shot putter Anatoliy Yarosh (sixth 
in the European meet) and an 80 
nx'lres plus javelin throut'r ('a‘reb' 
si>v. The visilois wt-re ircatfd to 
laJher VMshy vvjshv dual mcrlv in 
M‘mole venues with noiu- of the 
publicity ihal the pn seiiri' of 
world elass athletics wmdd nor- 
inallv have invited A golden 
oppoitnmtv was missed by lljose 
inter 1 ‘stcd in the development of 
athletics to use the occasion to ihis 
end Tlie point is' Does anyone 
care ? 

RANJIT 8HATIA. New Delhi 


by it. 'Fhe lOA had even prepared 
a legal ca.se should the Government 
place any impediments in the way of 
the athletes going to Bangkok. Many 
of them belong to the armed forces 
and other Government services. It 
was feared that money or leave would 
be made available for onlv such of 
them as reached the standards laid 
down by the AICS. In short, the 
lOA was prepared lo move the high¬ 
est court to defend the right to 
travel of the athletes selected by it. 

The lOA, which has been criticised 
for its domination by the North, has 
this time chosen a man from the 
South as chef dc mission to Bang¬ 
kok. Many tongues have started 
wagging at the election of Mr 
Adityan« whose name was. sign!- 


♦icanlly enough, reported to ha\e 
been proposed by Mr Umrao Singh. 
A deeper meaning is read into this. 
Mr Aditygn is a wealthy business¬ 
men. It is being freely said in the 
rapitaVs sports circles that this was 
the right time to rope in the man 
from the South. 

ITie controversy must have deeply 
embarrassed Raja Bbalinder Singh, 
who was president of the lOA be 
fore the Air Chief Marshal took 
over. As the lOA presirkfnt, the 
Raja had once gone to the extent 
of recommending disaffiliation of the 
lOA by the lOC: on the grounds of 
Government pressure. In hi.s capa 
dtv as an IOC member, the Raja 
still sits on the executive of the 
10A. Not long ago, the IGA hon¬ 


oured the Raja fur his sci^icv^ tt> 
the a>soriation and the Olympic 
movenirnt. Many in the lOA now 
condemn him for his role as vice- 
president of the AICS- 

In this war between the fOA arvt 
AICS, Iho biggest sufferers, a-, al¬ 
ways. are the sport anen who re 
pncsenl the counti \ 1.*"-- Ih iii a 

week before the srhcdnbMl di-pnlure 
for Bangkok the\ were stiil siuf‘ 
vvhelher they would be going there at 
all. Even there kit and li r-1 
arrangement-, were umert.hn lli'- 
hlazers h^id still to be ouK-rj-d ani 
the flight lonfiimed. But this lime 
thev don t, loi a rhange. put alJ the 
blame ou the lOA. 

D. RAHUL, New Delhi 
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Interview 


SSGovinda: 

Our 

chances 

50-50 

T he hockey team has gone 

to Bangkok after having spent 
nearly two months under coaching 
at Bangalore. Thanks to the dedica¬ 
tion of the four coaches — Claudius, 
Dharam Singh, Rajgopal and Desk- 
muthu — the players successfully 
overcame their early handicaps of 
too many players and makeshift 
practice grounds. Led by battle-scar¬ 
red veteran, Govinda, the team has 
really sweated tt out. Just before 
the team left Bangalore for Delhi en 
routo to Bangkok, B. P. Govinda 
spoke to Spoitsworld. 

Sportswerld : Now that you have 
been appointed captain of the Indian 
hockey team, has your ambition been 
fuimied? 

Govinda: Quire naturally. Since 1 
started playing hockey seriously dut- 
ing iny school days, 1 had drean^s of 
playing for India in the Asian Gaines. 
Olympics and the World Cup. 1 have 
achieved all that already. Only cap¬ 
taining the Indian side remained, 
with which I have been honoured 
now. What more could I ask for? 

SW : How have your fellow play¬ 
ers taken to your appointment as 
captain? 

Govinda: Well, they arc all happy. 
I am the seniormost player in this 
team and nobody has any grudge 
against me. 

SW: Are you fully satlalied with 
the adection of the Indian team? 

Govinda: Yes. I am. The selection 
has been purely on merit. The selec¬ 
tors have done a good job by picking 
the best available player for each 
position. 

6W: Do you have anybody in 
mind who yon would have picked If 
yon were one of the aeletterst 
Govinda: I shouldn’t say anything 
about that. Selectors are the best 
Judges and they have done their Job 
well. Probably Ajitpal could have 
been included, but he was not fully 
fit 

8W: Do yon think India would 
have benefited by participating in 
the Champions* IVophy in Pakis¬ 
tan? 

Govinda: Yes. to an extent we 
would have benefited. The experience 
could have been valuable, whether 
we won or lost. We could have expe¬ 
rimented with new ideas, learned 
from our mistakes, and, more impot- 
tadfly^ it 'Would have given us a 


chance to assess the Pakistanis, who 
will be otir main opponents In the 
Asian Games. 

On the other hand, a bad porfor- 
mance in the Champions’ Trophy, 
barely one month tVoin the Asian 
Games, could have badly affcctod the 
morale of ^ the younger players. 

SW: Are you in favour of adop¬ 
ting some of the tactics used by the 
European teams? 

Govinda : No. The Europeans play 
a robust game with long passes, but 
our hockey is highly ’’technical.” We 
are gifted with good stick work and 
we play with our brains rather than 
brawn. Besides, we are not physically 
that fit to adopt the European style 
of hockey. If we do. we would not be 
able to keep un the tempo for very 
long. 

SW: We have faltered far Coo 
ofteh in the convenuon of penalty 
comers. Has there been any special 
attempt made to improve upon this? 

Govinda : We have practised hard 
on penalty corners. Surjit Singh did 
extremely well. He has a powerful 
build to take them on. But we are 
concentrating more on field goals. 

SW: Are you looking forward to 
Bangkok? 

Govinda: Yes. We have taken too 
much ot a beating from Pakistan and 
other countries. We must really do 
well not only to cover ourselves with 
glory but for the future of Indian 
hockey. If we fail to do well then 
future generations will think twice 
before taking up hockey. 

You see. unlike the previous years 
we have been given a <vrlain posi¬ 
tion and made to play in that parti¬ 
cular position and mistakes, if any. 
have been corrected. So 1 need not 
worry where I have to play. My other 
friends also know their positions and 
have perfected their task, 

SW: You mean to say that other 
coaches asked you to play in, different 
positions.. 

Govinda: Not exactly. You know, 
during the previous years 1 have 
been shifted from the re nine-forward 
position to almost all oHkm' positions 
in the attack This lime it was not 
like that. All the ctiachcs made us 
play in a particular fashion and 1 
have a feeling that we are in peilect 
trim. 

SW: Could you spell out the plan 
you arc referring to. 

Govinda: I don’t think iv would 
be rigid on mv port to give away our 
startegy, but let me tell you we will 
play in the true Indian traditional 
style of 5-31-2. Of course will be con¬ 
centrating on attack tor 1 I eel that 
attacking will fetch us more divi¬ 
dends. 

SW: How do you think your team 
will fare at Bangkok? 

Govinda: Well I must say the 
boy.s are in good .spirits. They are 
all happy and very eager to have a 
go to regain our lost g\ory. We will 
make it to the final certainly but 
then I cannot toll you about the fate 
of the finals for it'enlirely depends 
of the day’s game.' Even though 
Pakistan have setired over us in re¬ 


cent years, when we play them 
again tlie ihantes will be 50-50, 

SW: What did you think of the 
training here? 

Govinda : .Except tor the gfound 
conditions, that is before getting the. 
football stadium, everything was 
good. The boys got tots iif oppoitu- 
nities to play against some of Kar¬ 
nataka’s top teams. These mytthea 
have helped us a lot. And unlike 
Patiala, here a player can relax by 
going to a movie or walking along 
the shopping centres. This makes 
you feel happy. But at 'Patiala there 
is ab.solutcly no possibility of any 
recreation. And all play and no re¬ 
creation can make anybody a bit 
dull. Bangalore should make an 
ideal place for coaching national 
♦earns. 

SW : How do you rate your learn? 

Govinda: U’s a well balanced one. 
Senior players, I must say are in 
peak Form. Ef»r most of us, thus may 
be the last chance to show our abili¬ 
ties. Hencx!, all the senior players are 
really taking it seiiously and playing 
really well. 

8W: Going hack a little. Could 
you enlighten us about the contro¬ 
versy that erupted before the team’s 
departure to Buenos Aires? 

Govinda: Pleast^ let us forget that. 
It was all made op. We have l\ad no 
.such controversy here. It is like a 
family hete, because our coache^s 
have treated u.s like their children. 
We are not barred from meeting 
them and seeking belp. The manager 
mixes with us and so does the roach. 
We have no regional fc^ebugs here 
and 1 don'l think that we will ever 
face Muh a situation as w'e had be 
fore k‘aving Patiala fur the last 
World Cup. 

SW: Did you receive nil the help 
you wanted here? 

Govinda: Yes, b.irring the local 
.Stale assutialion, all heh»ed us, espe- 
riallv tiie military people and the 
Jo(al fans. They are there everyday 
when we pr.Kiice and all the time 
Ihi-y ;nii rggiug us to play belter. 
At least for tlie love and afTection 
shown by the liangaloreans we must 
biing balk the lost glory. 

SW: Thinking ahead, what mea¬ 
sures would you suggest for the 
betterment of Indian Hockey? 

(vovinda: I feel that \vc should 
not make loo many changes too often. 
Thar will considerahlv attect the mo¬ 
rale of the players considerably. 
After the Asian a few chan- 

ge.s may be needed, irrespective of 
wly^thei we win or lose. But, a 
fairly stable team should be persis¬ 
ted with if we are to do well at the 
Moscow' Olympics. 

And I strongly feel lh«it a coach 
should be given at least four years’ 
time to build up a team. He would 
be able to assess the individual mis¬ 
takes and the drawbacks and correct 
them over a long time. The present 
practice of froquently changing coa* 
che.s has only led to a confusion of 
idea.s. This should be avoided. 
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!AII 

depends 
on our 
shooting 

G. M. BASHA 

T he twenty-member foot- 

ball team for the Asian Gaines has 
had to face unusually rough weather. 
The selection committee tame in for a 
lot of cirticism by the Press for the 
non-selection of a few players and 
also for the calling of a few others 
to the coaching camp. There was 
also the unprecedented interference 
by the chief of the Ail India Council 
of Sports to induct in the coaching 
camp a few more players overlooked 
by the selection committee and the 
eventual backing out of the same 
players on some plea or the other. 
We also saw some deliberate delay 

and indifference by vSome playcTS who 
though fit to play for their clubs in 
a tournament rather than join the 
camp until their teams were eliminat¬ 
ed from the tournament. Injury to 
Inder Singh came right on time to 
make him keep to his word of not 
playing for the country. 

Inhere was more to follow. The 
All India Football Federation, hard 
pressed for time to select the hnal 
squad, gave a full list of ZZ players 
to the Indian Olympic Association for 
submission to the Government. And 
the lOA, in> doing so, presumed that 
the first 20 names deserved conside¬ 
ration. At the coaching camp the 
selection committee was reduced 
from ' one and a half” members to a 
mere half when a senior vice-pre¬ 
sident of the AIFF had to deputise 



28 Sura)it Sertgnpia : Mamstrring in 
attack. 


for the chairman to select 20 players 
out of the 26 who reported to the 
coaching camp. 

A distressing situation, one may 
say; but then if such things don't 
happen, it is not India and it is not 
Indian sport. 

It is a youthful team that has been 
selected. Only Nicholas Pereira and 
Prasiin Banerjee are the survivors 
of the *74 Asiad squad which coach 
P. K .Banerjee took to Teheran. Ten 
of the players have graduated from 
the youth teams of the past three to 
four years. Surjit Singh (goal¬ 
keeper), G, S. Parmar and Compton 
Dutta (stopper), Francis D’Souza 
(striker) and Chminoy Chatterjee 
(full back) are the newcomers to the 
National team. 

Of the three goal-keepers selected, 
Bhaskar Ganguli should get the 
first place. Since his selection to the 
youth team in 1975, he has been in 
the running. His anticipation, posi¬ 
tioning, flexibility and grip are all 
good, but his judgement is not 
faultless In the match against 
Maharashtra in the Srinagar Nationals 
he looked invincible when he made a 
classic save from a volley as dangei ous 
as only Amar Bahadur could make out 
later in the game, he looked fallible 
first in not picking a back-pass and 
next by failing in trying to collect a 
ball corning straight to him. Both 
mistakes resulted in goals. Other 
players can hide their mistakes, the 
ones goal-keepers make end up in 
the net. 

Bhaskar Maity (Maharashtra), his 
deputy, fits the saying that all goal¬ 
keepers are fanatics For him, 
tomorrow or the next match does not 
exist. He has to do all he can in 
the day’s game. That one game 
against Bengal in the Nationals at 
Srinagar, in which he made some 
fantastic saves, was enough to earn 
his selection. 


For Surjit Singh, tall with a good 
grip and long reach, this tour should 



Harjinder Singh: Brilliant left foot 


teach a point or two in the art ot 
goal-keeping. With more mobility 
and quicker reflexes, he should 
mature into a goal-keeper of inter¬ 
national class for which he has the 
right, physique. 

F THE DEEP DEFENDERS, THE 
first choice line-up would be 
Chinmoy Chatterjec, SuVoto Bhatta- 
charjee, Gurdev Singh and Shyamal 
Banerjee, Nicholas Pereira standing 
by for a right full-back, Compton 
Dutta and Parmar to substitute for 
either ot the stoppers. 

The deep defence has no left full- 
back, a genuine left-footer, though 
both Shyamal and Chinmoy can 
manage in that position. But they 
would always feel the disadvantage 
that they are unable to lead with 
their left and while they turn inwards- 
to use the right foot, they would 
blank half the range of their vision. 

Since Subroto Bhattacharjee and 
Gurdev Singh are playing together 
for the first time, the problem of 
each dove-tailing for the other would 
arise. They will find that most of 
the time one of them will have to 
play as a front stopper to take the 
attacker who has sneaked behind the 
the half backs. 'Fhough both have 
grown in confidence in tackling and 
clearing the lines with hetty kicking, 
they rely on brawn more than brains. 
Stretched o\er close spaces, they may 

cause anxious moments in defence. 
Bhattacharjee may get full scope to 
test his toughness, but he should 
keep his cool 

The full tracks, Chinmoy Chatterjee 
and Shyamal Banerjee, may heve to 
pay more attention m containing 
thefr wingers, do more work in 
defence and curb the tendency of 
running out frequently in attack. 
They play mostly outward and rarely 
get behind their stoppers to give 
rover. Once this movement improves, 
they will make complete defenders. 
Both are full of life and the serious¬ 
ness with which they go about doing 
their jobs will take them far up the 
ladder. 

When Chinmoy Chatterjee ^was 
selected for the youth team in 1974, 
I casually asked what shopping he 
would do at Bangkok. Pat came th« 
reply that playing well was the only 
thing that mattered to him. That 
time he was on the reserve list. Now 
a big chance has come his way to 
play well—and well enough to take 
the place vacated by that superb 
.Sudhir Karmakar, who, in the 1B70 
Asian Games, was described as the 
best defender in Asia. 

Nicholas Pereira looks majestic 
going up in attack with the ball and 
his powerful right^foot shooting 
makes him a potential scorer. His 
career in the Indian team started in 
the 1973 Merdeka tournament. With 
the experience he has gained over 
the years he bgs moved to tbe 
stopper position, Though he has the 




advantage of height and a good 
build, his head work and tackling do 
not match his other abilities. 

For Farmer, this is the first inter* 
national experience. He is a powerful 
defender who adds his inherent tough¬ 
ness to his tackles and swings his leg 
more than *neces5ary in bis clearance. 
His anticipation is good but his 
mobility is not on par with the cool 
authority he shows as a defender. 

Compton Dutta, sitting on the side¬ 
lines most of the time for his club 
and for the State, at last found a 
regular place in the team in the 
Srinagar Nationals which he looks 
like keeping if Pradeep Cbowdhury 
does not watch out. He fills his 
position well and looks every inch a 
defender with bis correct upright 
stance. But most of his qualities are 
rendered ineffective by the sluggish¬ 
ness of his movement. 

T he team includes four 

half-backs, of whom Devraj and 
Prasun Banerjee have played together 
since 1974, when both of them were 
in the youth team. While Prasun 
Banerjee excels in the amount of 
work he does in defence, Devraj 
moves up into shooting positions by 
instinct. Each is a good foil for the 
other but neither has the ability of 
Gautam Sarkar to stamp himself on 
the game. 

The exclusion ot Gautam Sarkar 
from the National team brings into 
sharper focus our mode of selecting 
players. When the whole world, not 
excluding England which at one time 
had a 13-member selection com¬ 
mittee, hps changed over to the 
single-selectorsystem, how much 
longer do we have to cling to a 
system which has outlived its use¬ 
fulness? 

P. Kumar, the other half-back on 
the list, is a gifted player—very 
skilful, very natural and very 
original. There are few players who 
feel so free with the bail like him. 
He would prefer a berth ,in attack 
where his imagination gives him the 
freedom to play as he likes. M. ML 
Jacob i$ a hard working half-back 
whose toil in midfield malces up for 
his lack of skill. 

A nd what about our 

attacking Une, the kingpin of the 
team? While our forwards have 
always had abundance of skiII, their 
attitude to goal-shooting has been 
woefully wayward. Each of the 
forwards selected has good shooting 
prowess and is a dependable scorer. 
Therefore, it naturally fo\|lows that 
at least this time we have a set of 
forwards who look goalwards and 
shoot to score. 

But ^e irony of the matter is that 
forwards reputed for their shooting 
at home become goal-shy in the in- 
ternatiohal arena. 1 have been a 
sad witness to this phenomenon, 
though 1 have been associated with 
the Ilidiaii foam lor the' last seven 


years, 1 have yet to r^ee the likes of 
shooting done by Sukalyan Ghosh 
Dastidar in the pre-Olympic tourna¬ 
ment at Rangoon in 1972. A SO-yard 
pile driver and a grounder inside the 
first post found no answer from the 
Burmese goalkeeper Tin Z. Aung, 
the best in Asia at the time. 

A BALANCED AITTACKING LINE 
would be Surojit Seogupta, 
Mohamed Akbar, Harjinder Singh 
and Bidesh Bose. If Harjinder is 
made to play behind the front play¬ 
ers, we have a three-prong attack of 
Surojit and Bidesh on the flanks 
and Akbar taking the central striker's 
position. Xavier Pius can come in 
for either of the flankmen and 
Francis D’Souza for Akbar. 

With a line-up like this, we have 
our strong points. In Surojit we 
have a very skilful forward who can 
make the game as also shoot well. 
Bidesh is now doing his bull-dozing 
on the flank with better judgement 
than he used to last year. Akbar's 
fluent drives put him in the top class. 
Harjinder has brains and a sensitive 
left loot which make him the mid¬ 
field general guiding the attack, 
himself taking part when necessary, 
helping the midfield men and mount¬ 
ing quick counter-attacks. Harjinder 
has an in-huilt radar to find tber free 
man in attack and his left foot has 
never failed to give him pin-point 
accuracy. 

Of course, we have to make 
allowance for our indulgence in 
dribbling by Surojit, wild crossing 
by Bidesh and the mess of the shoot¬ 
ing that Akbar does. There is one 
thing, I am afraid, that may not 
come from this forward line—the 
tagging that a forward has to do is 
the modern game. Falling back to 

? iack the defence' is not enough. A 
orward has to tag the defender to 
whom he has lost the ball. Neither 
Surojit, nor Akbar, nor Harjinder 
have the determination to do this. 
Only one man, Bidesh, doing it does 
not help for the ball win not always 
be on the left flank. 

Xavier Pius is a busy bee moving in 
and out of the line of defenders, and 
is also remarkably accurate in shoot¬ 
ing. Francis D'Souza has been a 
successful scorer of goals on home 
grounds, but how he fares at the 
international level I cannot predict 
after my experience with Bernard 
Pereira. 

Bangkok has been a happy hunting 
ground for Indian teams. In 1969, 
Mysore reached the semi-final of the 
Champion Teams' Cup tournament. 
Again in 1970, India won the bronze 
medal in football. In 1974, coach 
Arun Ghosh saw the youth team he 
groomed become joint winners with 
Iran in the Asian youth tournament. 
India reached the last four stage of 
the King’s Cup tourney held at 
Bangkok last year. To start with, 
therefore^ there is every reason to 
expect a fair share of luck for the 
team. 


Iran will 
decide 


I NDIA'S CHANCES ON THE 
weightlifting stage depend to a 
great extent on whether Iran ulti¬ 
mately send a squad. The Iranians 
have been loo good for our men in 
the heavier classes. If they ultimate¬ 
ly don't reach Bangkok, super-heavy¬ 
weight Dalbir Singh and middle- 
heavy (90 kg) Vispi Daroga, both of 
the Railways, can hope to pick up 
medals. Daroga, only 21, is rated 
by experts as a promising prospect 
for the future. 

Snatching 125 kg and jerking 160 
kg at the final trials at Patiala, 
Daroga has bettered the perform- 
ance of the third placed man at iho 
last Asian Games at Teheran, though 
the second place standard i.s beyond 
him, as also in the case with othei, 
selected lifters. Dalbir (27) snatched 
130 kg and jerked IGS kg for a quali¬ 
fying total of 295 kg. ‘Tf they con¬ 
tinue to show the same form, they 
should not return empty-handed from 
Bangkok." opines Mulkb Raj SehgaL 
vice-president of the Weightlifting 
Federation of India and one of the 
country’s few international judges, 
Mr Sehgal has been invited to act 
as a referee at Bangkok. 


But judging from what Mr Sehgal 
has to say. the weightlifting federa" 
tion has been disturbed by Govern-^ 
mental interference at the National 
Institute of Sports at Patiala. Said 
Mr Sehgal, "I was surprised to h6ar 
of the final trials held at the NIS. 
The federation had already held two 
trials earlier where Adi Irani also 
had qualified.. If the NIS is to hold 
trials then what is the federation 
for ? I don’t see why anybody 
should usurp the function of the 
federation.’* 


The federation has also been 
worked up because of other reasons. 
There have been sharp difTerencir* 
on who should fill the post of coach. 
While the federation had chosen 
Piara Singh of the Services, for the 
job, the NIS had been insisting on 
Agnlbotri, the institute’s coach. 


But whatever has happened to our 
lighter men ? They are far below 
the class of the Japanese, Koreans 
and Chinese who are said to be near 
world standard. Not even Tamil 
Selvan and Karunakaran, who became 
household names by winning medals 
at the Edmonton Commonwealth 
Games, could come anywhere near 
the qualifying standards for the 
Asian Games. 


D. RAHUL 



Gold for 
Prakash 
possible 

DIPU GHOSH 

I NDOMFSfA AND JAPAN WILL. 

in pvohabilily. not taka pari io 
the A<4i.in riamos badminton events, 
1'his follows the continuii^ wrangl- 
irift between the International Bad¬ 
minton Federation and the World 
Badminton Federation, with Thailand 
and China joining the WBF and 
Japan, Indonesia and India staving 
with IBF. Mala.vasia is still sitting on 
the fence. All the other Asian coun¬ 
tries have opted for the WBF. 

Ill such a situation, India will have 
just bnc principal competitor in 
Bangkok—C h i n a—and. therefore, 
our chances of winning medals are 
considerably bright. 

But I fear the AICS and the Cov- 
crninent^ hesitation and then the 
last-minute clearance Vnay hamper 
oiir prospects in the women's events. 
After winning the bronze at the 
("ommonwealtii Games, our doubles 
pair of Ami Ghia and Kanwal Thakur 
Singh was in very high spirits. This 
dillv-dall.ying has upset the morale 
of Ami and Kanwal, who have hardly 
had 10 day’s practice—that too 
under a (loud of uncertainty—before 
leaving for the Thailand capital. 

However, I still believe they have 
a very good chance of winning at 
least a bronze. The Chinese have 
never been good in the doubles 
events At Peking in the third Asian 
invitation Badmintcui Tournament 
six months back, the lop Chine-so 
pair of Tsu Jung and \u Cbiang- 
Juing lost to Thailand's Thong Kam 
and Patama in the finals. The latter 
pair wa^s beaten on a number of 
occasions by thi? top Malayasian pair 
of Sylvia Ng and Katheriti Teh who, 
inddeiUallvt went down to our.Jndian 
pair at Kdmonlon. What Ami and 
Kanwal need in Bangkok is a favou¬ 
rable draw as oiir ladies always re¬ 
quire some time to si'tlle down. But 
once they are set, they should find it 
easy to finish among the top three. 

I don’t think wc have a xnedal 
prospect in the women’s singles, 
which will be dominated by the 
Chinese. But Ami Ghia's performance 
in Peking was outstanding, where 
she extended the China no. 1 Lee 
Tsia to the third set. In Kdmonton. 
she lost to iinalist Katherin Teh 1-2 
after leading 9-2 in the final set. I 
will not be surprised if either Ami 
or Kanwal come up with some 
upsets. 

India’s main hope, ot course, is 
Prakash Padiikone and T find ni» rea¬ 
son why he should not get the gold 
in Bangkok. Prakash is now a vastly 
improved player from what he Was 
30 


when the Indian leant visited Peking 
last April. There he lost to the top 
Chinese player Yu Ya-tung after 
leading 13-7 in the decider. He was 
then going through a patch of bad 
luck. Now Prakash has v^on tin* 
Commonwealth Games title and 
beaten world champion Fleming 
Delfs in the ‘’Evening of Champions” 
meet. He is now a confident player 
and has realised that he is capable 
of beating anyone in the world today. 
His main opponent in Bangkok will 
be the Clnncse players, especially 
Yu Ya-lung. 

HOIH.H IT IS ALMOST UECI- 
(led that Prakash will not 
paiiidpale in the nicm’s doubles, I 
would like In see him take part in 
that event. H(‘ and Sve(J Modi, a 
’^cratch’ combiiution. finished .seciuid 
in the Peking touinarnent. fn Bang¬ 
kok, Prakash, in partnership with 
any of the throe doubles specialist^- 
Leroy D’vNI, Uday Pa war and Partho 
Ganguli—could well win a bronze. 

Willi Indonesia and Japan prO' 
bablv ahstaining we have a good 
medal prospec t in the men's doubles 
event. Oiir best available combina¬ 
tion of D’sa and Pawar is capable 
of making the highest grade. The 
only problem with tlitmi is that, quite 
often, they play inconsistenlly with 
out any reason. Last year in Cal¬ 
cutta, tliev beat the lop Chinesi^i pair 
very convincingly but went dciwn 
tamely Io the Thai pair in the iu-xl 
round. India’s other romhinatioo of 
Modi and Ganguli have played toge¬ 
ther very rarely. But taking into 
account their vicrorv ovi^r Prakash 
and Pawar at Bangalore hcfoie the. 
Edmonton Games, much can bo ex- 
pec ted from rh(‘m. 

I must sav we are sending our best 
possible side to Bangkok. After their 
gallant show in the men's singles 
event at th(? Commonwealth Games 
all our Irnys—Ganguli. Modi and 
P<iwar—are in tremendous .spirits, 
especially after they have .seen iheir 
team mate Prakash demolish some of 
the so-called top international play¬ 
ers. China should dominate the 
proceedings in the men’s singles, 
hut India will ^he theii main oppo¬ 
nent. Apart from Prakash, I look 
forward to Modi’s performance. 1 
expect him to do well. 



Padiikcne^ Much better than m '74. 


The mixed doubles is India’s wca- 
ke.st link and 1 don’t think we have 
any hope in this departmenl 

In the Commonwealth Games the 
team event comprised men’s singles 
and doubles, women's singles and 
doubles and mixed doubles. In the 
Asian Games there is a.n exclusive 
team event for men which is played 
exactly in the Davis Cup atyle-^two 
reverse iingles by each of the two 
players and one doubles match. This, 
along with Prakash’S ‘yes* to play in 
the team event doubles-- he is likely 
to be partnered by.D’sa—has streng¬ 
thened India's chance. Of course, 
there will be tremendous pre.s.sure on 
Prakash if he plays two singles and 
one doubles, on the same day. China 
will be our main opposition in (he 
team championship. All will depend 
on Prakash. If he finds his touch, 
India should win at least a silver, if 
not a gold. 

As a badminton lover, 1 am look 
ing forward to some .successful 
shopping in Bangkok—at least four 
meclals, including a gold trom 
Prakash. 

As told to Alok Dasgupla 


A fter dillydallying with 

the idea of sending an archery 
team to the Bangkok Asiad, the 
matter was finally siTtled at the 
initiative of the Union Education 
Minister, Dr P. C. Chunder. The final 
choice fell on two Bengal aichexs, 
veteran Sanat Mukherjee and Miss 
Krishna Das—twice national cham¬ 
pion—accompanied by K. Dass as 
managcr-cum-coach, who rcc’enllv 
returned from Rome after a six-weeK 
training course conducted by the 
Olympic Solidarity Committee. 

Earlier, three more were chosen 
from Delhi for the trials but .they 
could not turn up because of unpre¬ 
cedented floods io Bengal Also, 
no AICS observers or Archery Asso¬ 
ciation of India officials were present 
at the trials due io floods. So tha 
selection was held hurriedly, where 
Mukherjee and Miss Das qualified 
on the basis of the rcrfults of Asian 
participants in the Montreal Olym¬ 
pics. Young Miss Das is a calm and 
cool natural archer and is India’s 
medal prospect, especially t^cause It 
is expected that there will not 
many women archers as this is the 
newest discipline included in the 
Bangkok Asian Games. Krishna’^ 
‘guru’, Sanat Mukheriee’s chance^ 
seem remote because archers of 
other Asian countriea will surely 
have improved since Montreal. 

SUBHASMfSARCAR 


Krishna Das^ 
is best 
prospect 


^Trials 

hold out 
great 

promise 

RANJIT BHATIA 

T in; VKRY FACT VhAT INDIA’S 
only go!d!> at Ihc last Asian 
(•ames in Teheran came Irom athle¬ 
tics is sufiident enough reason for 
track and field events being the focal 
points for Hungkok this week. Tehe¬ 
ran was a turning point in the his¬ 
tory of Indian athletics, for it was 
the venue of what might loosely 
he termed as world<lass perfor¬ 
mances by nmre than half a dozen 
Indians, Yohannan’s B 07 metro long 
jump was the best of these and may 
well see at least two new challengers 
attempting to belter it this lime. 

Yoliamnm, who suJIered a serious 
knee injury is now unfortunately on 
the noii artive list, just Ui fellow 
gold nu^dailist in the 800 metres at 
rehe!*iii, Sriram Singh, is recovering 
tioin 4t severe hronrhial ailment and 



decathlon wntner Viiay Singh Chau- 
hail has retired liom the competitive 
scene to lake up a job as a sports 
administrator in UP. The fourth 
Indian winner at the 1974 Asiad* 
Shivnalh Singh (5000 metres), is now 
one of our best prospects at Bang¬ 
kok, this time in the marathon where 
his experiences at th(^ Montreal 
Olympics and the lidmonlon Com* 
moriwe,alih Games should stand him 
in good stead. 

The rest of the Asiad hopeluls 
are divided hetwe<*n tried hands and 
tnomising newcomers. Of the 
former, shot putter Bahadur Singh, 
discus tin owing giant Praveen Kumar 
and the very consistent hammer 
thrower Raghhir Singh Bal arc all 
in line for honours in their respec- 
livr events at Bangkok, with Bahadur 
Singh capable of the odd 18 metre, 
plus effort that could gel him a gold. 
Fdmonton hrortze wittner Suresh 
Bahu, who leads lire Asian best per 
formarree long jump list for 1978. is 
like Shrvnath, a strong favourite for 
at least a silver. 

In the sprints, Gnanasekharan has 
shown phtmomcnal improvement this 
season with a 10.2 secs, the best 
ever Indian mark in the 100 m, and 
21,2 secs rn the 200 metres. It 
would be Interesting to see how he 
fackles the leading Chinese and Thai 
100 metre men, all of whom have 
Clocked 10,3 .secs more than once this 
year, and also sprinters like Japan’s 
Harada who ha.s to his credit a very 
nippy 20.8 secs in the 200 metres. 

In the 400 metres, wc have yet to 
produce a consistent sub 47 seconds 



Gruiwasckharan: Phenomenal 
improvement 


man of the' like of Milkha Singh, 
w'hereas the 800 metres may well 
find ace Japanese iniler Ishii having 
a bash at the two laps in the absence 
of Srirarfi Singh, and roasting 
through a.s easily as he may well do 
in the 1500 metres where he .stands 
head and shoulders above the rest of 
the Asian field, with a superb 3 
mts 38.2 .sec.s to his credit tiom the 
Dusseldorf World Cup last year. He 
will, however, have to face jelatively 
unknown dark horses Rattan Singh 
and young .Sant Kumar, the last of 
whom might well bring off the real 
surpi*rsf^ peilormance of the year. 

Weather corulilions would play a 
crucial role m the distante running 
events at the Asian Games and may 
particularly affer I the leading Japa¬ 
nese conlender.s -in 5,000 and 10,000 
metres, as well as the 3000 m steep¬ 
lechase and the marathon. Past 


AAFI in a 

' mess'; v'.:n‘v 

L ittle , appbaM iiiia ,bS 

'' onier |w annirs <iif .fhe 
^^naiciir< 

for oKl^bwers 

th« AAFT 'sntiWM Mvi MM 
held by July SI TMtefoce. the 
<dtipB<tri;dtrrs. who bitv« ouaipleted 
*yH>.year <4ir be ^«id to 

have no ”loa»s >uuidl.'’ 

; , Even the srliKtioH of otbleteN 
fol* Uw Ab»» seiMS bds been can- 
duKJied wMiout Ahy iheetiuite of 
. the selection committee, -'Yoo can 
((Unite mr oa ttiAt,** G 

< Lal(bi|an«fli«n. vin&^sidhiit of 
AAFI end a ^KtStor. “Also sw 
that Ihe AAFI is beian tan soleyr 
by t>lun(>l Kirpat Siaw J ., 



^ Sflini Ms aattOna} cohdi. 



coiHniittre At the I'atiata Ui.iis," 
said Mr i.ahshniattfln. '‘Wh(.>n .i 
reached There on niy own—I have 
itot niissed any trial), after Edmoii 
t«n..r,Tthe Team bad Already Wm 
bnaiiwd and l was .aM even ron- 
Sultod. That was the day when a 
downpoor washed but ths events! 
There were only three -srlcclor? 
thefCA-Mr Sibea .Choudhnry. Mr 
Ci S. SivpS and Mr fl N, Sh.-itt, 
Thosp not there: were Mr K-. 
naghavan and the chairman, Mr 
Vntrao ^ngh, Sto yon also know 
that the ; toa^ of Mr I.. K. 
Khanna and .Mr Aaujit fihatia 
' ave heen- CenvtVed from the se- 
tlien cotnordtBi^ t 

"The coaCbes selected for 
Bangknh also have no Sam^iod 
from the seTection cotmwUtcc,” 
sahjl Mb takshmanan. He then 
went Ua to.: agitatedly ask. ’*whu 
is naraln ^ngh who represented 
Inain at die Ihternationaf amateur 
AHtlidfc Fedt^Tation meeting at 
' fhiertO Sico. last month ? 

'T)lher unexplained things also 
• hove hhfficned/' said Mr, Lakth- 
ntainaik^*The AAFI affairs are not 
MNa^ly cOHducted! Quote me oti 
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c*xperirnce has shown that the warm 
and humid conditions at Bangkok 
have not been to their liking. So, 
Messrs Kamata (5000 m — 13 ttits 
25.4 sees), Shintaku (3000 m steeple* 
ch.i>e — 8 mts 26.9 secs) and Sou 
(Marathon — 2 hrs 9 mts 05.6 secs), 
to name only a few of their brilliant 
runners, rnav be hard pressed to re¬ 
peat their best efforts. Under the 
circum‘stances, it would not surprise 
anyone it Hari Chand, the surprise 
performer in the 10.000 m at Mon¬ 
treal, his second string Harjeet Singh, 
and steeplechaser Gopal Saini collect 
n medal or two, 

Indian athletes will, in all proba¬ 
bility, ejicountcr their stiffest opposi¬ 
tion in events like the javelin throw 
and the hurdles. In the 110 m 
hurdles even established hands like 
Mplay.sia's Ishtiaq Mubarak will find 
the going rough against men like 
China's Lei Wei Wen (14.1 sees). 
The 400 m hurdles has two very 
tough rivals in Japan’s Takashi Na- 
gao (49.59 secs) and Iraq's Tarib 
Faisal (49.95 secs), both of whom are 
over two seconds better than India’s 
best. 

The relay lists clearly put Japan 
as favourites, but China in the 4x100 
m and the Indian quartet consisting 
of Murti Kuttan, Gnanasekharan, 
Uday Prabhii and Harkamaljit Singh 
in the 4x400 metres could give both 
Japan and Sri Lanka a run for their 
money. 

I N THE ABSENCE OF ISRAEL, 
the women’s events will provide 
straight fights between China and 
Japan, with the odds in favour of 
the former. India's major hope in 
this sphere rests on Geeta Zutshi 
the half miler who, according to 
Malaysia’s leading Asian expert 
Gurbaksh Singh Kler, has vet to run 
her best in both the 800 and 1500 
metres despite her new national 
records in these events set last 
month. Kler feels that with stiffer 
competition in Bangkok, she might 
well clock 2 mts 5 seconds, which 
could get her a medal. Where she 
stands an even better chance is in 
the 1500 metres, which Is an open 
held this time. The AAFl have clone 
well to ^nd two coaches to Bangkok 
one for track and the other for 
field events, and it is every Indian 
enthusiast's hope that our represen¬ 
tatives will-be better managed and 
guided than they have been in the 
past. 

As with the Olympics and the 
Asian Games. the marathon men 
must have the last word. The Japa¬ 
nese and the North Koreans are a 
vastly experienced group, having 
competed in most of the major in¬ 
ternational marathons in Europe. 
However, for Indians ^ardiil Singh 
and Shivnath it is a case of once bit¬ 
ten twice shy. Both have faced the 
problems of running in unfamiliar 
conditions abroad and come a crop¬ 
per . ' From all reports it appears 
that they arc now better conditioned^ 
physically and mentally, to tackle the 
Asiad Marathon, than ever before. 


Large 9 
team but.. 

E yes were raised when 

the All-India Council of Sports 
cleared a 2i-member shooting team, 
though it was later cut by the gov- 
ernment to 15. If one is to go by 
the performances of the shooters 
held in early November, many of 
them beat the qualifying mark laid 
down by the council, which is the 
second place performance at the 
last Games. In some cases the 
NRAl claim that the shooters even 
bettered the gold medal perfor¬ 
mances. 

Some of the shooters did not 
qualify for their respective indivi¬ 
dual e\ents, but they have been in¬ 
cluded in ihe squad to ‘^hoot as a 
team, A total number of 13 shoot¬ 
ers in trap and skcct and 35 in 
rifle and pistol events participated 
in the trials held at the Nicholson 
Range, Dedhi Cantonment, from 
November 3 to 10. 

In the individual trap shooting, 
only Randhir Singh qualified with a 
score of 190 out of 200, With Man 
Singh (122 out of 150), G. S. Sodhi 
(122), G S. Sandhu (133) and Ran¬ 
dhir (144) makes up the four to 
take part in the team event. Their 
total ut 518 out of 600 is 10 points 
more than the qualifying mark. 



P. K Chatterjee: Good show in the 
trials 


Similarly, learns have also been 
formed for the English match, air 
rifle and skeet events. The English 
match team of P, K. Chatterjee (592 
out of 600), S. K. Roy Choudbary 
(591), Nathu Singh (589) and Alim 
Akhtar (589) totalled 2361 points 
out of 2400 to better the first place 
performance at the last games by 
12 points. The air’rifle team of J. 
S. Dhillun (368 out of 400), Amar 
Nath Baiinefjee (381), Ramesh B. 
Khusale (380) and Amitabha Chat¬ 
terjee (319) aggregated 1526 points 
Out of 1600 to improve on the first 
lace performance by 22 points, 
he skeet foursome of Bhim Sitiah 
(140 out of 150). H. S. Sandhu (142). 
Son. Ldr. Zaidi (135) and H. S. Bedi 
(151) piled up a total of 548 out of 


600, also to better the previous 
place performance by lO points. 

There is no means of knowing 
precisely how much the standard 
in other Asian countries has gone 
up. If the standards have been 
static then our shooters have a 
chance bagging a few medals. But 
the fact is, barring a few excep¬ 
tions, our shooters have ended in¬ 
ternational competitions way down 
the list. Sometimes they have 
blamed the ammunition and some¬ 
times theirs weapons. 

At best, 
fourth 
place 

W ITH WORLD CLASS TEAMS 
like .Ifipan, Knrca and (Tuna 
staking theii claims, the Indian 
volleyball team will be fighlmg tor 
th(' fourth place at the Bangkok 
Asian Gaines. They were filth al the 
Teheran Garner, in 1074. 

In the matter oi spiking, our men 
can match the besi in the woild. if 
not even outmatch them. Captain 
Halwarit Singh, popularly called 
'‘Ballu," who stands six feet five 
inches on his hare feet, is the dead 
liest spiker in the game. Not far 
behind are Jimmy (jeorge and Ran- 
vir Singh. But wc are known to be 
quite backward in the fUparlment ol 
defence. The French learn, Racing 
de Paris, on its tour earlier this year, 
exposed this old deficiency of our 
players. 

While players of othm ualions are 
well up in the game, being gym 
oriented in their approach, arni' acro¬ 
batic and very agile, ours are not 
made that way. They are used to 
playing indoors and are expert dr 
fenders, and Ihr.ii* ability to dive and 
“skid” Js quite remarkable. Our 
players, used to playing on outdoor 
courts, find “skidding” a dangerous 
thing lO attempt. 

However, the Indian team has been 
training hard under roach , Butchi 
Ramaiah lo remedy their known 
defect, and one is glad to report that 
have improved. Dalwant Singh, who 
can win point after point with bis 
thunderbolt smashes al the net, is 
known to be about the weakest of 
the lot as a defender, being too stiff 
of build. But even he has shown 
Improvement. 

To counter the dynamic play of 
the Japanese, Koreans and Chinese 
roach Biitrhi Hamiiath has been 
training his men to play a fast ganto 
with quick pushes and passes. The 
volleybailers were among the first to 
reach Delhi, the assembly point for 
the contingent, and did not miss a 
single training session. Every morn¬ 
ing they went through the grind ou 
the wooden Indoor court at Talkatora 
Gardens. . , 


eSEight 

medals 

possible 

unpo BE FRANK, LET ME TELf. 

1 you that if the draw is favour, 
able wc can brin)$ back eight me¬ 
dals,” said Colonel D. N. Devine 
Jones, manager of our boxing team, 
brimming with confidence. 

Eight boxers, eight medals. *ilio 
colonel has excellent reasons for his 
optimism, The Asian Games has 
been a happy hunting ground for 
our boxers. At Teheran (1974) six 
boxers brought back five medals 
(three silver and two bronze) and 
the last time they were in Bangkok 
(1970) a three-man team came back 
with a bag of one gold and one sil 
ver. By the law of averages, Col. 
Jones IS not far off the mark. 

In a country where sports official 
are notorious for their scandalous 
iguurance of the sport they adminis¬ 
ter, Col. Jones stands out as an nx. 
ception. A former India footballer 
and a man with lone years of devo¬ 
ted .service to boxing, the colonel 
speaks from his long experience of 
managing boxing teams abroad. 

Col. Jones qualifies his optimism 
with another important ‘if’ besides 
the draw—-the quality of the judges. 
Poor jtidging has marred many 
a big international boxing competi¬ 
tion. Being an Asian official, Col. 
Jones is cautious about the words 
he uses. But it Is quite obvious that 
by “judging*' he means partial, pre¬ 
judiced judging, not simply techni¬ 
cally incompetent judging. At th^ 
back of his mind must be the Tehe¬ 
ran Games where India’s T. S. Bura 
was cheated of a gold medal. 

The luck of the draw can make all 
the difference to a boxer. If he is 
not lucky enough, he may be drawn 
against the eventual winner in the 
very first bout. But if he is lucky 
enough, he may not be in the ring 
with the best man in his weight till 
the final bout itself. At Montreal, 
where a four-man Indian team picked 
up a bronze medal, three of oar 
boxer.s had the bad luck of being 
pitted against the eventual winners, 
in their very first bout. 

With the withdrawal of Iran, the 
medal prospects of the Indian bbxgrs 
have become rosier, though fighters 
from the two Koreas, Japan, Thai¬ 
land and Indonesia are always a 
force to reckon with, especially in 
the lighter weights. 

How does the present team com¬ 
pare with previbus ones ? "'Not as 
^^rienced the others,, but with 


plenty nl potential,” says Col. Jones, 
who i.s also honorary secretary of 
the Indian Boxing Federation, 

The boxers have been the most 
easy to manage in previous Indian 
contingents, because, as Col. Jones 
puts it, most of them, being mem¬ 
bers of the services, have been disci¬ 
plined man. Be.skles, “Boxing Is a 
sport which calls for a great deal 
of sclt-discipline,’* says the colonel 
with a you-knoW'What-Lmean look 
about him. “In any case they don’t 
have much money to keep late 
nights and all that” explains Col, 
Junes. 

With Col. Jones acting as manager 
and O. P. Bhardwaj as coach, our 
boxers, who have been under conlU 
nuous training since September 15, 
will, for once not be handicapped 
for lark of second.';. “Both Bhardwai 



B. S. Thapa : Medal hope 


and rny‘'elf, each a coach in his own 
right, can act as seconds,” Col Jones 
says. 

No boxers were selected in ihe 
fly, baptarn and welter classes bo- 
enuse the selectors did not find 
them of the required standard. At 
.'vO. skipper Major Singh, a silver 
medallist at Teheran, is the oldest. 
The rest f.rc all under 25, the “baby” 
bsing Gurmit Singh, 22, a middle¬ 
weight from Punjab. 

The team: Light-flyweight <48kg): 
Birender Singh Thapa (Services); 
Feather (57 kg): Nitai Chand (Ser¬ 
vices); Light (60 kg); Panduiang 
(Serv ices); Light welter (65,5 
kgH ‘ C. Machiah (Services); Light- 
middle (71kg); Malook Singh (Ser 
vices); Middle (75 kg): Gurmit Singh 
(Punjab); Light-heavy (81 kg): Major 
Singh (Services); Heavy (81 kg and 
over); Brij Mohan (Services). 


0. RAHUL 


Odds mayE 
prove too 
many 

C ycling. one op the 

counfry'.s Cinderella sports, is 
badly in need of a medal, or reward 
of some sort, to raise its image. The 
nine cyclists who will represent India 
at the Bangkok Asian Games, arc 
dedicated .sportsmen who have gone 
unsung and unhonoured. They cyclo 
against all types of odds. There arc 
few velodromes in the country, the. 
machines are too costly and the 
.spare parts not easily available. 
Tubulars, which wear off quickly, 
are difficult to replace. The average 
sports follower is not very iiitcicsLed 
In his doings and doesn't know that 
our cyclists are handicapped because 
they carry no spare machines to 
international competitions. 

When a rvriist betters a rectJfd. 
people doubt its veracity. There was 
a controversy about the 180 kilo 
metres road team. The qualifying 
mark, Iranian Golam Kohy's second 
place performance at the last Games, 
is five hours * 16 minutes and 13 
seconds. Sikaoder Singh, winner ot 
the trial on October I on the Ludhi- 
ana-Fcrozepur Road docked four 
hours 49 minutes. Other qualifiers 
were Giirdial Singh. Ganesh Lai 
Sulhar and Bikramjit Singh. Imme¬ 
diately, doubts were raised about the 
correclness of the distance. Ultimato* 

Iv, the dispute wa.s .settled when the. 
executive engineer of National 
Highways Division wrote a certiliciite 
vouching for the correclness of the 
distance. After 1970, India has not 
taken part in an international road 
race. One hopes our men do well iu 
the Bangkok cycling marathon. 

Avtar Singh, qualified for the 1000 
inelies sprint with a timing of 11.80 
.scioiufs. but has a better timing of 
11.75 to his credit at the Edmonton 
GommonwealLh Games. Japan's 
Shimamolo clucked 11.99 at the last 
Asian Games for the second place. 

Ravinder Singh A R Vasudevan, 
Amur Singh, Jaswindorpal Singh and 
Sikander Singh (reserve) will turn 
out for the country in the 4000 
metre team pursuit. 


It is unfortunate that another con 
troversY cropped up just before the 
learn was to assemble at New Delhi 
Mr Ilarbans Singh, chairman of the 
selection and coaching cominiltee ot 
the Cvding Federation, had nominal 
ed Mr J S Grewal manager. But 
suddenly the secretary, Mr. PilUi, 
appeared to say that he was man for 
the post. 


^Selection 
disputes 
may mar 
chances 

S ELECTING A TEAM AND AN- 
nouncing it long before a cam¬ 
paign starts may sound good policy. 
But maybe not where wrestling is 
concerned. That was the reaction in 
some infoimed circle > Vhen the 
Wrestling Federation announced 
India’s team for the Bangkok Asian 
Games over a month and a half in 
advance. Announcing the names, 
the Wrestling Federation said that 11 
other wrestlers will continue their 
stay at the training camp at the 
National Institute of Sports to “taci- 
lildte practice for the selected wrest¬ 
lers”. 

Wrestling is an altogether differ¬ 
ent business from other games. The 
11 other wrestlers, or tor that mat¬ 
ter any others, could not have been 
expect^ to have their hearts in the 
camp. Moreovoi, in a sport known 
for its jealousies and fierce “akhara” 
loyalties, there is always the risk of 
injuries being inflicted. 

Be that as it may. One is sorry to 
note that the federation's selectors 
could not find a way to accommoda¬ 
ting Satbir Singh, the 62 kg category 
winner at the Edmonton Common¬ 
wealth Cianies in August. Satbir 
suffered from the effects of a knee 
injury at the first liials which were 
held at Jaipur and could not take 
part. That was the end of the Asian 
Games road for the talented young 
wi ostler from Guru Hanuman's 
“akhara” in Delhi. No one in the 
fcNdoiation had, it appears, time for 
injured wrestleis. 

However, no less than six in the 
list ot 10 wrestlers chosen belong 
to Guru Hanuman’s “akhara.” 
are Ashok Kumar (42 kg), Rajindcr 
Singh (52 kg) Jagminder (68 kg) 
Krishan Kumar (82 kg) Kartar Singh 
(00 kg) and Sat Fal (over 100 kg). 
The remaining four are Datta Bam 
(52 kg) ot Railways, Kain Kumar (62 
kg) of Haryana, Rajinder Singh (74 
kg) of Haiyana and Vijay Kumar 
(lUOkg) of Punjab. 

'Hie wrestlers in the lighter 
weights, except for Datta Ram, are 
known for their attacking styles, 
without which it is not possible to 
score points in Olympic style wrestl¬ 
ing. But one wishes one could say 
the same ot the men in the heavier 
weights. Though Vijay Kumar is 
known for swift, aggressive methods, 
he needs a good handler, one who 
can make him give up his gimmicks 


and concentrate on nine minutes of 
actual wrestling on the mat 

Sat Pal IS not exactly fulhlling the 
promise he had shown a few years 
ago. Then he was a dynamic wrest¬ 
ler who went for his man. Now he 
has been showing a hesitancy lead¬ 
ing to a lack of action on his part, 
which ran prove costly in modern 
wrestling which frowns on pas.sivity. 


Hussein'sIS 

team best 
hope 


The news that two coaches may ^o 
along with the wrestling team will 
bo welcomed. Many an Indian wrest¬ 
ler in the past has suffered because 
the only coach available has been 
busy with another wrestler on a 
different mat at the same time. 
Fseiidfhcxperts, of whom there is no 
dearth, have caused havoc at such 
limes. 

D. R. 


1 

AILTA 

blunders 


JAIDEEP MUKERJEA 

T he INDIAN TENNIS TEAM FOR 
the forthcoming Asian Garner 
to be held at Bangkok consists of 
Shyani Minotra, Narendra Singh, B. 
M. Balasubramaniam and Chirodip 
Mukherjea. As the Amritraj brothers, 
Shashi Menon and Eamesh Krishnan 
were not available for this event the 
All India Lawn Tennis Association 
had to fall back on our second 
string. 

I feel the AILTA has gone back 
a step in encouraging junior tennis 
players by taking semi veterans for 
this prestigious event. Except for 
Chirodip all the other players are 
over 30 and are hardly plaving 
tennis seriously nowadays. I fail to 
understand on what basis the team 
has been selected and I hope the 
members of the team will not mind 
my writing this. But 1 feel 
youngsters such as Nandan Bal and 
Shankar Krishnan should have been 
selected as they are both playing 
well and are physically very fit.. 

From the last Asiad held in Tehe¬ 
ran 1 gather from my younger 
brother, Chirodip, that he had to 
play in both the morniog and even¬ 
ing for ten consecutive days. If this 
also happens at Bangkok, I think it 
will be very exhausting for our 
senior players since there the wea¬ 
ther is very sultry. However, I hope 
I’m proved wrong and wish the team 
all the best and hope they can re¬ 
turn with the gold. 


O UR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
Bangkok Games will mark the 
first time in our sailing history that 
we will be participating in an inter¬ 
national competition of this stature 
without being handicapped by infe¬ 
rior equipment at least in one of the 
events- 

The most important class from the 
Indian point ol view is the ’Enter¬ 
prise' class dinghy—a 14 feet two- 
man boat event. This is our natio¬ 
nal class and has a large following in 
our country. A recent spurt of 
rompelitiveiiess has led to advances 
in boat handling technique and 
equipment use, which make this 
class our strongest bet in this Games, 
with maybe a medal in the offing. 
Not only that, but India has, for the 
first lime, purchased a brand new 
hull made in Britain and equipped it 
with tht latest in equipment to make 
it competition worthy with the best 
of them. Our entry for the Enter¬ 
prise class is Commander S. Mongia 
of the Navy. He is Ihe current natio¬ 
nal champion in enterpri^ies and also 
the winner of the individual cham¬ 
pionship in the South Asian yachting 
regatta which was held in Karachi in 
September 1978. 

In the ’firebair class — a highly 
sophisticated two-man trapeze dinghy, 
India’s medal-winning chances 'appear 
a bit slim, not only due to the lack 
of sophistication of this boat but 
also due to the fact that it has not 
been raced extensively by Indian 
yachtsmen. Our fireball entry (no 
pun intended) is the team of Afsar 
Hussein and Capt. Anil Behl. These 
two have won a good number of 
national championships and only bad 
luck prevented them from winning it 
in 1978. 

The same goes for the ‘moth’—a 
single-handed dinghy which demand* 
extreme sophistication in equipment 
as well as technique. The ’moth’ will 
be sailed by Aditya Mohan Rao, who 
though in his late teens, distinguish¬ 
ed himself by winning the silver 
medal in the 1977 national cham¬ 
pionships in Goa. 

In the ‘OK dinghies’ however^ it 
would not be too much to expect a 
fairly high placing. The OK mn^hy, 
also a single hander, will be sailed 
by Lt. Pillay of the engineers. 

One cannot give a very accurate 
prediction at this stage, since the 
quality and form of the opj^osition 
has not yet been established. There 
is no doubt that it will be of a very 
high standard. 

PESI UNWALLA 



News: National 


Watch 
out for 
Yannick 
Noah 

NARESH KUMAR 

P A GRAND PRIX WHICH FAIL- 
ed to generate ai^thing 
the enthusiasm we saw in 1973, W 
year-old Yannick Noah of France 
beat 19-yearH>ld Pascal Portes also 
of France in straight sets. The surv 
prise defeat of top seeded Vijay 
Amritraj at the hands of Fortes in 
the quarter-finals, brought about a 
total eclipse of Indian hopes. 

Perhaps tennis fans may fine) 
somq solacx: in the fact that in Yan 
nick Noah they may have seen s 
youngster who in a short time couk 
well find a place in the top ten of 
the world. Noah has reliable attack¬ 
ing topspin grouod^hots. backed by 


a powerful serve, sharp volleying 
and superb reflexes. Though 6' 3" 
in height he has the agility of a 
gynmast to twist, turn and dive for 
shots. Temperamentally he seemed 
highly strung and volatile but he 
can overcome this - as he matures. 
He, was a good .sport as ho did npi 
hesitate to give away a point to his 
opponent when he thought that the 
linesman had made a mistake. So, the 
game of tennis could well have a 
coloured champion who may reach 
lizzier heights than Arthur Ashe. 

Indian hopes in the tournament 
were pinned on Vijay Amritraj and 
Ramesh Krishnan. Vijay kept up a 
sort of a bio-rytkm of losing m 
Indian Grand Prix’s played in every 
even year. He won in *73, *75 and 
’77. On a more serious note, he cer¬ 
tainly did not seem to be the same 
player we saw here in 1975 when he 
defeated Orantes. His service and 
groundshots did not have the same 
power. Whether he was nursing his 
pulled stomach muscle or whether 
it was the toll of excessive pro¬ 
fessional play, it is difficult to say. 

In bis match against Fortes Vijay 
held two match-poinis in the second 
set and some vital breakpoints on 
Fortes’ service at three games all 
in the final set. But Fortes produc¬ 


ed the passing shots and the big 
serves wheji he needed them most. 
Fortes, who has a backhand which, 
is somewhat similar in style to 
Rosewall's seemed to thnve on the 
rythm provided by the steady flow 
of ^ ^orthodox shots from Vijay’s 
ra^et. 

In the finals Noah did two things 
which destroyed Fortes. The fir.st 
was that he did not follow his ser¬ 
vice to the net most of the time, 
leaving Fortes with an open court 
to hit his return service many of 
which he overhit. In his past mat¬ 
ches against Vijay and Anand For¬ 
tes had hit some fantastic retuni 
of 55erves when he had a target, to 
aim at either down the line or cross 
court to pass the incoming volleys. 
Ramanathan Krishnan setting next 
to me after seeing a streak of For¬ 
tes passing shots said •'I can't believe 
my eyes”. 

The second was that Noah's 
heavily topspin shots bounced shoul¬ 
der high and this produced a num¬ 
ber of errors from Fortes' forehand, 
which all through the week had 
been a lethal weapon. 

Ramesh Krishnan showed that he 
has »fnade considerable progress 
atnee last year. He played his mat 
ches cleverly by picking the right 
points to attack and put the pre¬ 
ssure on his opponents. In his 
quarter-final match against Sanders 
he led by 6 points to 3 in the tie¬ 
breaker In the first set but could 


Noan nzrhome to hit a fantastic voiles in the second set of the doubles final aqainst Menon and Stewart 
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raj. however, has develomd into a 
flood doubles player. There is no 
leason why he cannot become a 
more than useful singles player if 
lie could develop more consistency 
and power in his ground shots. 

P IE WITHDRAWAL OF SHER- 
wood Stewart from the singles 
was most unfortunate. He stepped on 
his racket and walked off the court 
in a rage when a series of contro¬ 
versial calls against him cost him 
the first set against Anand Amrit- 
raj. How well Stewart can play 
was apparent in the doubles filnals 
when partnering Shashi Menon, they 
defeated Noab and Moretton in 
straight sets. He dominated the 
match with his deep serve, cleanly 
hit shots and incisive volleys. Ste* 
wart's absence from the singles was 
a great blow to the tournament. 
With his experience and record ,he 
could have easily been a hnalist, if 
not, the champion. 

Under the rules of conduct laid 
down by the ATP, throwing a racket, 
use of four letter words or obscene 
gestures can be penalised by fines 
up to 250 dollars and are termed as 
minor offences Walking-off after 
having accomplished all the three 
must certainly constitute a major 
offence which could be very severely 
punished if reported to the ATP. 
Tournament Committees are reluctant 
to report such incidents as they fear 
that unofficially players may boycott 
the next year's tournament. 

Jim Mcmanus, the ATP represen¬ 
tative, stated that from next year 
the ATP was proposing to send an 
observer to each tournament who 
would take action on his own initia- 


not win the elusive point for the 
set. Thereafter, Sanders overwhel¬ 
med him in the second set. For a 
seventeen-year'Kild to reach the semi¬ 
final (Hongkong) and quarter-finals 
(Calcutta) of a Grand Prix tourna¬ 
ment is good by any standards. How¬ 
ever, in comparison to the French 
youngsters Noah and Portes (a) bH 
service lacks punch and penetration 
(b) he does not seem to hit his 
ground shots as hard and (c) he 
does not move as well. Tne plus 
points in Ramesb’s favour are his 
excellent temperaineat and rock-like 
consistency. I remember they all 
said the same things about his 
father Ramanaihan Krishnan as a 
youngster, but later he developed a 
superb attack which was supported 
by a very solid and consistent de- 
° fence. We all know that Ramesh has 
beautiful ground shots, all he needs 
is a few more good victories so that 
he gets the confidence to use them 
In matches. 


Of the other Indians, Anand 

AmritraJ and Shashi Menon showed 
that they have maintained their 

form. They will continue to beat 

good players on the circuit, but seem 

to have a very limited scope foi 
further Improvement. Ashok Amrit- 


YannwK Noah of the French Came^ 
roons holds hts singles trophy aloft 
minutes after hts vtclcry over com^ 
patriot Pascal Portes. 



five according to the rules without 
involving the local committee. Ibe 
disgustingly bad behaviour of some 
of the players on the Grand Prix cir¬ 
cuit, resulted in a joint letter 
of appeal to the ATP from 
champions of the past stating that 
steps should be taken to stop such 
behaviour, which was bringing the 
game to disrepute. 

T he question most people 

are asking is why we do not get 
one or two of the top ton players. 
The Indian Grand Prix is the o2n^ of 
the 85 Grand Prix circuit tourna¬ 
ments. By this time, the top eight 
positions qualifying for the bonus 
pool and the Masters have already 
been established. Those players who 
need points or money will certainly 
choose to play in the 175,000 US 
dollar tournament held in Johannes¬ 
burg in the same week. Even in 
Johannesburg I understand that Tim 
Guilchson ranked No. 97 was the top 
seed of the tournament. Besides, the 
top eight would like to rest and train 
for the Masters which is in the 
second week of January. 

In the Grand Prix ciicuit there are 
signs of the “Sham-amaleunsni** 
disease creeping in ITie top playets 
are lured by giving expensive gifts 
such as cars, watches etc. and even 
appeal ance money over and above 
the prize money, which may be pass¬ 
ed on in various forms We in India 
cannot afford to lavish competitors 
with such luxuries In fact it is a 
problem to meet the commitment of 
a 50,000 US dollar tournament with¬ 
out substantial handouts from com¬ 
mercial sponsors who do not get 
adequate mileage in return Some 
basic rethinking is necessary on this 
score Would it not be better to use 
this money to build new courts, ex¬ 
tend better fadlities to players and 
run a mini Indian Grand Prix ? In 
fact some of our tournaments have 
a prize money of not even 100 US 
dollars. The satellite circuit will 
certainly be of great help, but unless 
we can produce a number of junior 
players each year, the prize money 
of these tournaments will only help 
tennis ‘bums* hanging around the 
International scene. 

We should learn from the French 
team's success. Both Noah and 
Portes were picked up and coached 
from the age of 11 at their regional 
centres. At 16 years of age, when 
they showed promise, they were sent 
to Paris to train with the Davis Cup 
squad. For more than a year now, 
they have been travelling with thefr 
coach to various tournaments, under 
the strictest discipline, at the ex¬ 
pense of the French Assoaation 
Early this year, they won the Galea 
Cup, a team event for the under-21 
beating Czedioslovakia in the final. 
We too in India have done some of 
these things, but they have been 

g athetic half-hearted efforts, which 
ave done more harm than good. We 
must first build th,e game up at the 
grass-roots with more courts, better 
coaching and good tournaments^ 



Bakht in 
another 

scrap 

♦ 

pOME NOVEMBER AND IT IS 
w time for agents of t>rospoc- 
Hve einl>loyers to converge on the 
Shivaji St8diu% venue of ttie 
Nehru Hock» Tournninent. Th<v 
rome with offers, oral and written, 
their eyes focused chiefly on the 
Combined Universitfes team. 


Jobs for university hockey ]^iay- 
ers. The idea is laudable on the 
face of it. But it has brought in 
its wake coim^laints from educa¬ 
tionists and parents who would 
like first to see the lads complete 
the courses of study for which 
they have dratted. 

Righteously agitated was Mr. 
Piitain Singh, Sports Oiffcer of 
Delhi University, which has made 
a monopoly of the Mauiana Asad 
Trophy, awarded each year by the 
Education Ministry to the univer* 
sity contributing the greatest 
number of sportsmen to, state, 
national and international levels. 

The immediate provocation was 
the appearance of Mr. Sikandar 
Bakht, Union Minister for Works 
and .Housing, at the National 
Stadium dormitory Where the 
Combined UniversitleB squad was 
put up for a coaching camp. The 
Minister had reportedly come with 
offers Of iobs for players willing 
fo iofn a team he was phnolng to 
build iqi. 

However well-inteatlaaed tfia 
Minister might have been, Mr. 
Pritam Singh had a point whnii 
he cmnplained that his players« 
were distracted from the immedk 
ete task in hand doing their 
best for the Universities. laiter 
the same afternoon, the Mhilster 
turned up lit the Universities* 
match MMihst A9C, 4hiih>*4hr, 
httd nt hw-'tbne etuntnoned the 
MPtaiv tn Mve hhn his own tw* 
nffelC was ktroBff& r^nt> 
tm Mr the tthtn mnaaff^. ErOni 
tte' SMnds there were ihonts of 
"Mkinda^ Bnkht ffo M”. ffahw. 
Oet^ have ^ fOr^stj^ the 
Minister’s '’anol^^iitii^r^ r«aa 


ditriiuf the prtyWo^ 
lag eamp. grom whf^ 


Cvm 
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interfere with the team. I 
strongly iMTOtest against such 
things. This should not be allow* 
ed to happen.” 

Mr, Pritam. Kngh went on to 
sav - ‘Tt is all right for peiwie to 
imer to the boys, But the 
boys* education suffers because 
they are tempted to drop out tff 
their courses. They repent when 
it is too (ate, This is a very seri¬ 
ous problem of which the public 
is not fully aware. Some one bos 
to raise his voice.” 

nr*EMPTATlON ALSO LEADS 
A to corruption Last year at 
least two universities were disqua* 
hhed because their sportsmen 
were not full-time students. 

Delhi University’s formidablo 
wrestling team was sent home qe- 
cause the name of Ashok Kumar, 
Commonwealth Games medallist, 
was found on the rolls of the Delhi 
Police. Similarly, Guru Nanak Dev 
University, who beat Delhi In thn 
Inter-university hockey ffnal, was 
di&qualiffed when the latter ques¬ 
tioned the eligibility of two Gum 
Nanak players, Bhajan Singh and 
.Santokh Singh, both employed by 
the Punjab Police. 

”Employers are eager to snatch 
good players to immediately stren¬ 
gthen their teams and to foreatal 
other empb]^s from signing theta 
up,” says Mr Pritam Singh. They 
are even known to manipulate 
their attendbnce regftters to give 
the players hack-pay. 

Combined Universities are ab 
wavs a favourite team with the 
Delhi crowds. The freem-faoed 
muths cdme to the Nehru Bodtey 
Tournament after a prmmretory 
training camp of about a lortAlght 










StHtmdar Bakht, Mfnfiter for 
Hquamg and hockey afidanao: 
Tmote of pra-WatH Cup attHvda 

and Mad a fragrance to the ghmu 
only youth ran. Several of them 
ere quite tetented and go on to 
play for India. The remainder find 
thdr way Into teams luce ^ Rati* 
ways, Polios and Airlines. But rnit 
many are aware of the cqamtfons 
these lads have to put op with qt 
coaching camps. 

”Rs 12 Is a poor doily aBowance 
to meet the met expenses of the 
boys, wfth the middle man tetcing 
quite a chonk of it," says Mr 
rrihmi Siugh, "The boys who come 
from good homes, are provided 
wftii only one jersey to pley fa, 
wherete the« should get el least 
two. They t^uid also get washing 
altowence. We people m the educa- 
twa Bite understand the difficul¬ 
ties of lads under intensive train* 
lug. To relieve tensions, they 
should be taken out mice in a 
while, for ^hkk there dweM he 
e separate allooatiim," 

Is the Stephs "khuraq" of 
m Pwijams. Mutt of tiiem being 
from Punjah, The university lads 
would go out hyeiy night after 
mimer lor their glass of miBt at 
neirasb *%alW!Si”,sh«P. There¬ 
by hangs a taM. Goalkeeper James 
end yfijhhwmger Kotdip Singh 
wera m|e mght,illegally detained 
W the bhraiilHirU Who were hold- 
m Imh' aanual ’'samagam” at 
ihe>|u^ Gate lawns near Natio¬ 
nal plmuh)- They were released 

**>?» 

gwffiffpjuw i||ipiynai% Nirankarts 
, that.iie lads were 






Sportsworld Exclusive 


Pros and 
cons of 
prize 
money 

PREMJIT LALL 

I N THE TWENTY-THREE YEARS 
that I have been a patt of the 
tennis World, I have seen and ex¬ 
perienced a number of changes. 
The only aspect that has not chang¬ 
ed is the game. It is still the service 
aad volley game and totally depend¬ 
ent on I007o filnc^ss. Sure there are 
the experts at tactics and anticipa¬ 
tion but to reach the top one must 
be superbly fit both i)hysically and 
mentally. 

I know the days when players 
wore a happy goducky baud satisfied 
with the pocket money and hospi¬ 
tality offered by tournaments. The 
atmosphere was friendly and relaxed. 
Player?? would sign for a string of 
tournaments and then travel, play 
and be together for maybe six to 
eight weeks. Ii would be like one 
big happy family. 

Hut now with so much money in 
the game, it is each for himself. 
Every point in every match matters. 
It matters iHHMUse it is worth a num¬ 
ber of dollars. Players no longer 
have time to relax, make friends or 
plant roots. They are tense, worried 
about their fitness and monetary 
gains. It IS practice, matches, deals 
and off to the next centre. The Rat 
Race. The age of the Jet Player. 

Deals arc plentiful and fantastic. 
When I joined the international 
circuit, players were happy with the 
complimentary clothes presented by 
Fred Perry and Slazengers. They 
would have contracts with either 
Spalding, Dunlop or Slazengcrs to 
play with only their racquets. The 
companies in return would present 
the player with his racquet require¬ 
ments for the year. The top players 
would receive an honorarium which 
wasn't very much compared to the. 
sums olfercd today. 

Money in tennis has popularised 
the game. Top players are in great 
demand to model and advertise a 
wide range of products; from hair 
creams to shoes and even under¬ 
wear ! Borg receives almost $50J)00 


From 'Dovvn the Line' by Premjit and 
Georgina Lall. 

Rupa and Co. Rs. 30. 
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annually to wear a certain make of 
head-band. 

Money had to come into the game 
to make the player a true profes¬ 
sional and tennis a full-time occupa¬ 
tion, In early days there were only 
a few professionals, like the Kramen 
and Trabert troupes but their income 
was nothing compared to what is 
available now. Panebo Gonzalez 
would play a whole year for a 
guarantee of $ 15,000, which can be 
picked up in a week now. 

9 

ERE ARE A NUMBER OF 
pros and cons relating to this 
issue of prize money. To begin with 
the pros. The sums offered 
have attracted many more players 
raising the standard of the game. 
There are a number of players 
around to keep the top on their 
toes, as they are capable of causing 
an upset at any time. A perfect 
example of this is John McEnroe, 
the American junior who wa.snT 
even ranked in the first fifty of 
his country and yet went lo the semi¬ 
final of last year's Wimbledon.. 

I’he public arc awaie of 
the prize money breakdown at a 
tournament and everything seems 
above board. In the old “guarantee’* or 
pocket money days, the amount offer¬ 
ed varied from player to player de¬ 
pending on his record and the tourna¬ 
ment <)rganisers. Large undisclosed 
sums would change- hands. Often a 
player satisfied with his guarantee 
would not really try in a match know¬ 
ing he would receive it whether he 
won or not. Also sometimes there wa« 
the evil known as “tanking”, mean¬ 
ing giving up or throwing a match. 
This sometimes happened when a 
player wanted to leave a tournament 
early for some reason. I remember 
.seeing a hilarious doubles match 
where all four players were trying to 
“tank” without his partner oi; the 
tournament officials being aware of it. 
Now with each match valued, better 
and harder encounters are witnessed 
and the crowd gets its money's worth 
of tennis. 

The scene in the players' lounge 
has changed. It is now invaded by 
promoters, managers and company 
advertising agents. This I guess could 
be looked upon a.s a help for the 
players but the old relaxed atmos¬ 
phere has gone. 

And now the arguments against 
prize money. I feet it has affected 
the personalities of the players. They 
have turned into machines. Some of 
them have become hard and selfish. 
The hectic pace has meant that a 
number of top players have *'btirnt” 
themselves out In a few years* Stan 
>mith and Tom; German, two great 
exponents of the power game, found 
they could not survive the wcek- 
after-week schedule. They are hardly 



ever heard of these days. The injur¬ 
ies sustained on court are many 
more today. 

Gradually, the a.9SQciations and 
federations have lost their powers 
and their hold over their players. 
The top players are just not interest¬ 
ed. The associations have to make 
the offers really attractive to get their 
players to play the Davis Cup. The 
days of the tennis administrators are 
over and it has become the era of 
the tennis player. However, in the 
east European countries, in Asia and 
in India, the tennis authorities are 
still powerful enough to impound 
the passport of a rebel player. 

A sad change has been brought 
about by prize money. It has ruined 
a number of small tournaments and 
the chances of less affluent countries 
of holding large tournaments. Here, 
H class players accept the invitations 
while the top stay away, preferring 
to play in the lucrative U.S. and 
European centres. 

Many feel that the introduction of 
prize money has helped the player. 
But I feel that this is not so. Only 
the top fitly of the world make a 
tirlv sum. 'I'he others stilt have to 
struggle. It is worse now because 
thev do not have the security of 
guarantees but have the problem ot 
points. The A.T.P, have computerised 
ranking on points awarded for 
matches played at their sanctioned 
tournaments. Players clamour to get 
accepted into these tournaments with 
the result that it is impossible for a 
promising youngster to get a fool in. 

How did all these changes come 
about? The feeling of dissasisfaction 
among the players mounted through 
the years. The players felt that the 
tennis officials exercised too much 
power. They were in a position to 
make or break a player. Tourna¬ 
ments would collect large sums of 
money by way of sponsorship and 
gate receipts, but give the players a 
very small percentage. The rumbling 
and grumbling came to k head with 
the Nicola Pilic affair at Wimbledon. 
From then on, the players gradually 
took over and in the western world, 
they very much run tennis affairs 
today. 

« 

The game of tennis or rather all 
that goes with it has gone through a 
number of changes, some for the 
better and some for worse but I 
cannot honestly say that these 
changes have taken effect here in 
India, Here wc plod on, thoroughly 
spoiling the top players and shock¬ 
ingly neglecting the juniors. Lack of 
funds is the standard excuse lor any 
problem. We ate a country of €00 
million peopW» yet our tennis players* 
of any standing can be counted on 
the fingers of one band. Articles, 
speeches and statements have been 
made on this subject with a nnihber 
. of recommeiniations put forward but 
nothfug seems to get done: The 
• AmritraJ brothers are the stars now 
with Rainesh Krishnan the bhiy 
bright future, but after him whet; wilt 


happen to tennis in India ?A drastic 
thorough overhauling in every depart¬ 
ment IS required and required now! 

Magic of 
Wimbledon 

P LAYING ON THE CENTRE 

court in Wimbledon is a feeling 
and experience very didicult to ex¬ 
plain or describe. I can only say 
that one does not feel the same way 
anywhere else. There is a roulino, a 
tradition, a ceremony associated with 
playing there that has not changed 
through the years. 

You are first taken to the special 
dressing room where you are atten¬ 
ded to by a special attendant—almost 
like being prepared for a sacrifice ! 
Once you are dressed, you arc led to 
the special waiting room. Here, a 
player feels the loneliest man in the 
wcjrld. There is nothing to do but 
wait. At a minute to two, the refe¬ 
ree calls out: “Gentlemen, are you 
ready ?“ This is another tradition — 
he knows fully well that we are ! 

Then vvp v\alk vvilh him to the most 
iamoLis tennis court in the world. The 
capacity crowd of 10,000 clap you in 
but 1 don’t think any player is ever 
aware of this. All I remember think¬ 
ing whenever I have played there is: 
“God, 1 hope I donT make a fool of 
myself.^’ 

Y(ni start the five minutes warm¬ 
up. your name goes up on the dec- 
tii<- score board both inside and out¬ 
side thr centre court and before you 
know it, you are playing the match, 
Apart from tennis, one requires 


nerves of steel to be able to play Ms 
best on the Wimbledon centre court. 
I fee) I would have fared better if 
the two singles matches I have 
played there had been played on the 
outside courts. 

As a player f say that I love 
Wimbledon. I have played all over 
the world but at Wimbledon one 
feels that you are in the midst of 
tennis. Everyone there thinks and 
speaks tennis. Everybody knows the 
problems, the pressures and tho 
strings attached. You are in the 
midst of deals, contracts, gossip and 
news of what*s happening around 
the circuits. For those two, weeks 
you are someone special. The great 
thing about Wimbledon is that every 
player is given the samp treatment 
whether yc.u are the. reigning 
champion or a lucky winner from 
the qualifying rounds. 

At Wimbledon the players are 
divided between the A and B dress¬ 
ing rooms. It is an honour to be 
in the A dressing from because here 
you are with the greats of the game. 
1 am proud that I have always been 
allotted a locker then\ where besides 
the usual cubicles and massage 
tables, there is a lounge and a T.V. 
Nobody, absolutely nobody, is allow¬ 
ed inside this area. Even the 
secretary of the committee is refused 
admission by the stern guard at tho 
door. 

You feel someone special when 
you walk into the plavers' lounge. 
This romprisc's Ihreo rooms—the 'f.V. 
and Bar, the Canteen and the relax¬ 
ing room for the players. One gets 
a fabulous view of the outside courts 
from here. The steps up to this very 
special area are guarded by two uni¬ 
formed men who have been there 


for years and. know all the players 
by name. 

The playet*^’ lounge is always n 
hum of activity. Here, deals arcs 
made, dates are fixed, conregrU 
signed, interviews given and old 
friendship renewed. A non-player 
feels it a great honour to gain entry 
to this ‘sacred’ place. Outsiders, 
meaning non-players, are tolerated 
but not really welcomed here. 
Georgina Loll terites: 

Then came June 1969—the 25th— 
when the champion of the recent 
Paris tournament and I he man to go 
on to win the Grand Slam that year 
(Paris, Wimbledon, Australia and 
Forest Hills), Rodney Laver, known 
us 'Rocket' to his friends, walked 
on court number four for his second- 
round match against Prem, reigning 
Indian number one. 

Not a soul was there to watch this 
encounter as, nalurally\ everyont* 
fell that it would be quick one-sided 
alldir. Jai and I went up to the 
pld.yei's terrace I wanted to lake 
some home movies. 

Concentrating on my filming, I 
happened to turn the camera on to 
Prem's score board and got the 
shock of iny life. Two sets to Pnem! 
The. news spread liko wild-fire. 
People and the Press rushed lo the 
court and, within minutes, the whole 
area wa.s jarn-piteked. Prem was 
hitting the ball like a man-possessed. 

Then, down 4/3 and serving in the 
third set, he suddenly seemed to 
crack up and missed tw^o easy 
.snidsShes. lliis was the beginning of 
the end. He told mo later that at 
that stage he realised that he had 
lost the possibility of beating the 
great Laver. Hu got tense and 
enemy, cramp, attacked. 


Borg Wimbledon. Wirw\o in V6, *77 anti *7H. He ivill be around a long time 






*‘\Vhat happcnpil*^” This question 
has been asked a number of times 
and Prem has also asked himself* 

We guess it was a combination of 
factors together with Lady Luck 
Tiredness, lack of confidence and as 
Lavci so cleverly put in his book. 
“Premjit Lall and I go back a long 
vyay togcthei He is a nice-looking, 
tall fellow, soft spoken, a university 
man from Calcutta where he some¬ 
times works as a cement salesman 
fortunately for me, some of his 
belter cement lodged in his right 
elbow at a rnlical stage of the third 
set ” 

Premjtt again 

I ha\e mentally played this match, 
over end over again Why*^ How? 
n onl\ ^ f have cuiM>d mviselt, my 
nervCd, my lu<k It was a once in- 
a lifetime chance and I missed it t 
must admit I was miserable that 
night and it still hurts when I think 
of It 

To get away fiom the questions, 
the* analyses and the meaningless ex¬ 
pressions of sympathy, Geoigic and I 
slipped away to a local cinema A 
popular English comedy was showing 
but neither of us laughed or remom 
beied anything of the film The head 
lines the next morning — Tndia's 
pride and joy’—‘Prenijit’s finest 
hour’—‘Laver gels fright ot his life’ 
—did not help but only aggravated 
my alieady unhappy state 

I HAVE PLAYED AT WIMBLEDON 
every summer since '57 only 
missing the 1960 summer That. I 
guess IS (juite a record and I am 
proud of It 

This IS a somewhat biief account 
of the grand show that is Wimbledon 
and I know that we have not done 

S 'ce to this magnificent event A 
could be wiittcn on this tourna' 
ment, the dub, the players, the 
matches and the people 1 thought T 
would end with my views on the past 
champions. 

1957—Lew Hoad When he was in 
form, there was no one who could 
have touched him. He had a strong 
wrist and the most fantastic strokes. 
A quiet man, who loves his beer Hf* 
played the shortest Wimbledon final 
when he beat Ashley Cooper 6/2, 
6/1, 6/2 in 45 minutes. 

1958—Ashley Copper. A dedicat¬ 
ed, hard-working and physically fit 
man who could play a five-set match 
and then go foi a three mile run. Ha 
was not very successful when he 
joined the pro troupe He is the 
handsomest Wimbledon champion so 
far! 

1959—Alex Olmedo. He had com¬ 
paratively poor ground strokes but a 
good service and volley game and 
moved about the court like a panther. 
Me too joined the Pro Troupe but 
did not do too well. He ts known 
the Chief because of his looks which 
are similar to a Bed Indian I 
40 



Lain hiKiy.mj thu Wmibiedoyi^ men 
trophy aftei winning in *6S Arguably 
the greatest player ever 


1960—Neale Fraser He had one 
or the best left handed services and 
was a gioat competitor For a 
Wimbledon champion his backhand 
was on the poor side. He has proved 
to be a conscientious Davis Cup 
captain 

1961, 1962, 1968, 1969—Rodney 

I.avei On iccord he must be thrt 
greatest tennis playei ever, having 
won two Grand Slams, one of them 
bt‘mg the Open Wimbledon in 1968 
where all the best amateurs and 
professionals competed He has the 
abdity to pioducc the right stroke at 
the light time, even under pressure. 
This IS a quality that makes world 
champions A shy, modest man, 
small in stature but physically very 
strong 

The open Wimbledon in 1968 
caused a great deal of excitement. 
The public and the players weic 
keen to see the greats back in 
action On the day of the draw, I 
received a long distance call from 
Knsh and Jai in Europe When I 
told them the names of their first 
round opponents — Gonzalez and 
Hoad, they both thought I was 
joking * 

1963—Chuck McKinley. He Is a 
short, stocky American with a 
physique moie suited for football, 
fie had a good forehand and was 
quick about the court A friendly 
man who retired early from com- 
ikititive tennis to become a stock 
broker. 

1964, 1965 — Roy Emerson. He 

was a hard-working and physically 
strong player who could sprint 100 
metres in 10.2 seconds. A natural 
athlete, cheerful and fun-loving who 
could never resist the opportunity of 
teasing someone. He and Krish once 
had a row in the dressing room In 
Belgium when be mischievously 
started imitating his accent and 
speed of speech. Krish controlled 
himself for a while and then re% 
taiiated in an Australian drawl. 

)966^Manuel Santana. He con¬ 
sidered himself lucky to win the 


title when he himself said that be 
always considered that grass was for 
bulls I He was a natural hard-court 
player who surprised everyone with 
hib play on grass. He was popular 
with the players, always gay^ smiling 
and emotional like all Latin Ameri- 
tans 


1907, 1970, 1971 — John New- 

cninhe He is intelligent, has a big 
service and is a great exponent of 
the game. Howevci, he is a boring 
player to watch because of his 
routine service-and volley game By 
winning the title in 1970 and 1971. 
that IS after Wimbledon bad become 
nn open tournament he has ensured 
his place among the all time greats. 
A ‘cocky’ person but a good friend 
and grout company on the cncuit. He 
lb good looking and has been olfered 
movie parts Now he is a prospe.rpus 
businessman. Strangely-enou^h, John 
has nc\er won a European title. 

1972—Stan Smith A quiet and 
tall Ametican. A hard working and 
serious man who kept himself tre¬ 
mendously fit He has a quiet, 
subtle sense of humour which he 
showed at the Wimbledon Ball the 
year he won Due to rain, the men’s 
final could not be played on the 
scheduled day but the Ball was held. 
This liaditional affair is always 
started by the ladies and men's 
champions Tliat year, Bilhe Jean 
King took the floor with her husband. 
Barry. They danced once around, 
when to everyone’s sui prise and 
amusement Stan appeared He walk¬ 
ed on to the floor, tapped Barry on 
the shoulders and claimed the dance. 
Immediately afterwards, he left to 
return to his hotel The next dav ho 
beat Nastdve in a five set thriller. 


1973— Jan Kodes A good clav-court 
player, he • became champion when 
the top players boycotted the touina- 
ment over the Nicky Pilic affair. 

1974— Jimmy Connors. He is g 
fast moving left-hander with a 
devastating double handed backhand. 
He is full of confidence and showed 
nerves of steel when he played 
fanta^ttic* tennis to beat Ken Rosewall 
and the 15,998 spectators to win the 
title His only supporters were his 
mother and his coach. He does not 
mix very much with other players 
preferring to be with his motner, 
coach and the current girl-friend. 

1975— Arthur Ashe. A cool, well- 
mannered American^ he caused a 
major upset when he beat Connors 
in the final. He is an IntellectuaL 
very interested in world politics and 
a driving force behind the A.T.P. 
We have played a number of 
matches against each other. Our 
hottest, both tennis and wcatherwise, 
was our encounter in the Davis Cup 
tie in San Juan. His forte is bfit 
service and his back-hand flick. 


1976. 1977« 197a--Bjorii Botg. A 
natural player with tremendous 
stamina and strokes. He will be 
around for quite some while. 


Concluded 


Ptcm th0 kkk^ott th* h*ft is kicM ifirtctfy 
into tho opportonts* gooh Do you ($) 9 w/ttd 
« gos/. (b) hovo tho k/ek rofsken or (c) 
awards goahkhk ? 




Vi. 







• Cofnpfled hy S FAN L OVT R .Ciiairfripn of the London Referees’Society 


Attumptmg to dear the bat! a goalkeeper 
kicks ft as an opponent chathnges The 
tali tinkes the opponent's hatni sod is 
deflected to another attacker who scores 
Do you (ei award a goaf, (b) a goal kick 
or (c) a tree-kick for hendhng ? 






Two pfeyvrs of the vnme teem ■‘iff 
argumff and pushing eachotherwhen 
Standing inside then penalty area 
You stop the game to caution the 
p/a^<^rs Do you restart with (a} * 
penalty (b) a drop ha/f or (c) an 
indirect frea-kick ? 


\: 




^ '/k ^ t j 








A ‘A defettdertrips en opponent rnside the penetty 
etee ere. You award e penefty-^kick 


6 : Time runs out fust before the ball /s placed for 
the peneity but you rgnore (his end allow the kick 
to be takert. 


C -The hall fs savbd by the gojikhepar but rebounds 
to the portady taker who scores You dnailow the 
goal 

\Whare IS the problem P) 


ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


WBBtKHBBgtKBKBigggtgMBortb Schnpifo 

It cannot bo repeal'd loo many timn^ that 
success m bridge stems from an ability 
to count up to 13. South's failure on 
this week's hand was explained as a 
'complete guess' that went wrong but, 
as soolten happens, clear thmking would 
have provided a vital clue 
% K 10 7 3 
V:? A 

0 A K J 3 
4 A J 8 '1 

A 0* J 9 n f) ^ 

3 ? 

10 7 S 
2 


4K none 

^ 0 J 10 9 8 / r> 

0 864 

4 7 3 

West dealt at game all and opened 
threc-spadeb Many players prefer a 
double of a three-bid for take-out. but 
here North South had arranged tor Ihe 
double to be tor penalties. With the 
feeling that Christmas had roiije early 
this year. North doubled. In fact he would 
have had to be content with .500 points, 
but South decided that his detensive 
values were no! ail that they might be 
and removed North’s double to four 
hearts. All passed and West led the 
2 of clubs. 

It .seemed certain to declarer that the 
lead was a singleton, so he went up with 
dummy’s Ace. cashed the Ace of trumps 
and came back to hand by ruffing a low 
spade. Then he led ^7 and East won 
with the King and olayed off 4 0 and 
4 K on which West threw two spades. 
That was three tricks for the defence 
and when East continued with another 
club declarer had a problem It he 
discarded his possible loser In diamonds. 
West might hold the outstanding trump. 
Finally, after deep thought, South ruffed 
high, drew Ihe Uisl trump (grimacing 
when he found th'-it it had been with 
East) and ended by taking a losing 
diamond finesse for a ono-trick defeat. 
Well, why was South’s play wrong, and 
how would adding up to Id have helped? 
Consider- West has opened (vu’rierable) 
with a throe bid and must he placed 
with seven spades. He has .shown up with 
one club and at lea,st two hearts. If, as 
South feared, he holds a third heart then 
he has only two diamonds. And, with 
only two diamonds and a trump left, he 
would have discarded his diamonds on 



^h'> 

K b 4 
0 09? 

4 K o 10 9 b 


the top clubs to ensure a diamond ruff. 
Ho hasn’t done so, therefore he started 
with three diamorvds and only two 
trumps. 

Last week's quiz: West was declarer in 
four hearts with: 

WfcST EASI 

4» 4 K072 

<i?AKJ10984 ^632 
0AK5 694 2 

473 4A85 

and North led the King of clubs After 
ihe lend, driving out dummy’s entry 
before a spade trick can be established, 
there is the danger that if trumps are 3-0 
declarer may lose a trick in each suit. 
If North holds ^ 0 7 6 nothing can be 
done, hut declarer can caict for this 
holding with South At trick 2 he finesses 
If il wins he has 10 tucks - If if 
loses 5 will be an entry to a spade 
trick to discard a diamond. 

This week's quiz: At lovo all South holds 
48 1>^J9740AJ4A0J73 He 
opens one-club and North responds 
one spade, What should South rebid? 


Chess 


WSBBSB/tSBBBBtSSKSSBBtgPeter Cf&rke 

According to some statistics in the 
introductory chapter of a new book by 
Dav:d Levy and Kevin O’Connell called 
Hrjyv to Play the S/altan Defence (Balsford, 
£4-95 hardback, £2*95 paperback) the 
Sicilian was played In 23 per cent, of the 
games in the seven most important inter¬ 
national tournaments of 1976 and brought 
Black 48 wins against White's 47 (draws 
totalled 78). These are astonishing figures, 
which give you a good idea of the force of 
Black's coLinte’^play in thi.s defence. What 
can White do about it? One method,, 
put into practice by such great masters 
as Smyslov and Spassky, is to eniploy 
the Closed Vanation, which denies the 
opponent a ready made open file on the 
Queen's side. However, that does not 
mean that the first player’s attack will go 
forward automatically on the other wing. 
Here is a game showing the opposite- 
Black hits back there to decisive effect. 
White Vasftlly Smyslov; Black: Mikhail 
Bolvinnik. Sicilian Defence. (15th Game. 
World ChainpionshiQ Match. Moscow, 1954) 

1 P-K4, P*Qtt4; 2 Kt» OB3.Kt < OB3 
3 P-KKt3, P-KKtl; 4 
S P>Q3, P-Q3 • KKf-K2, P-K4 
Botvinnik considers that the active possibilities 
that Black obtains after this move are ample 
compensation for the weakening of his 04 
7 Kt'QS,KKt>KS; • P-OB3... 

This proves unsatisfactory, smr© White be* 
(-omes saddled with an immobile pawn at 05 
a ... Kt X Kt; f P X Kt. Kt > Kt 


1tP*fi«4... 

11 P - CM oftored more prospects. At KB4 the 
pawn merely limds the activity id White’s 
Knlpht and Queen's Oi.shop. 

11 . ..B-OS; 12 P-KII3,^Q-B2 

13 B->IU,^I|*K1; 14 ^-qt.KI-B4 

13 B-Bt»P.BR4; If OB-'KI, Q-Q1 

17 K*II2,B-II3; 18 P-KIM,Q->M3 

Black boldly puts his Ouoen m tho path of the 
enemy Rook at KB1. He has catCui^tod that 
there Is no answer to the threat of . . . P x P 
folluwed by ... K1 X RP. 

18 B-K4. P K P{ If K1 V P, Kt X IIP 

21 B-K3. KtoB4; t2BxKt... 

It 22 Kl X RP. Black has 22. .. P x Kl . 23 B x Kt. 
KBxB;24 RxB.O- Kt4l 

21 ...Qx B; ti 0>ICt2.0-KI§ 

M 0-K2... 

The White King was not safe while the Queens 
stayed on the board, but their exchange leaves 
Black with a simple endgame win. 

24 ...QxQch: tS RxQ. II-K4 

28 QR-K1, Kfl'-Kf;27 B-BK. P-ml 
liRxR, RxR; 28 P-04. PxPeh 
38 KxP, R>Kt4ch; 31 K-Rl, R-B4 
32.B-K3.PxP; 33 PxP. K-R2 

34 R-B2. P-KKt4: 38 Kt - K2. R x Rch 
38 B X R. P-E4; 37 RaaignB 

Competition 6378. Solution next week. 


Black 


tu m sin 


SB ^ w l 

On ■ Ml 


BIB Bli 


White 


Solution to 0371 (Spaeaky - Capoton. 
Bollnpen. 1874). (iib3k1/1p3pp1/|6pPq1/8Q1 
/1n3PP1/KN8/P8P/3R4-White to play.) 

Spassky finished ofl the game as follows: 
24 R -O0CK h *R2; 25 O - R4ch. 0-R3. 
26 P X PI. K X P. 27 R - KtSch. K x R; 20 O x 0. 
Kt - B3: 79 Kt - B5. Kt - K2; 30 Kt ~ K4. Kt - 04; 
31 P - Kt5, and Black resigned. 

Problom No 1842. Solution next week. 

O* BloocM (First Prize, Ultafia Scacchist.ca, 
1969). 

(1B8/ii8n/QK83B1/1p4pR/8kP/4R3/2NN2Pfy 
fill -18 whHo men; 7 block.) 

White to play and mate in two movaa. 

Solutioii tai No 1841 (Motthowi). OkMy 
1p1p4/lP3pRl/1P2K1p/tPRBPt/N8R8Ril/ 
2Rnk3-iiiat8 In six.) 1 B-R3 (zuozwono); 
(a) 1 . . . P-Kt3; 2 D x KtP, P-04; 8 R-04. 
K X P; 4 R X Pch, K - K8. 6 B-Q4, K X P; 

6 B-B2; (b) 1 . . P-04. 2 R x P, P-K13: 

3 B-04. K X P: 4 S X Pch. K- KB; 6 R-04. 
K X P; 6 R(04) x Kl 
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Can we 
contain 
Pakistan? 

A G A 1 N S 'r PAKISTAN, 
the iiew-look Indian 
rnrket team will face its 
hist real add test. On 
paper the two teams do look 
fairly balanced. Both are 
siiKidcd with prolific run- 
iLpHters and both seem to 
Ujck a iionuine spin attack 
In my opinion, we should 
recall both Chandra anti 
Belli if we want to contain 
I he I'akistani batsmen 
Dosbi, YadaN and Nara.simha 
Hao veem too raw to hold 
■iiiv t(‘rior for Pakistan. 

VVal(hin^‘ the PakisHani 
halsiiien on TV durin;? their 
BCCP tournament which 
vvuv telecast live from 
Lahore, I ncKiced certain 
horttoinini?^ of their bats- 
o;en which 1 must convey to 
oiir howler‘s for their b^me* 
III : 


MAJJU KHAN A great Oim PRISLNT BOWTT.h 
batsman, an absolute mui- nUruk lacks penetratic 

(lerer of medium pace bowl This was evident in the la 

ing. Currently slightly out '^crirs against AU'Jrnlia 

of form. Shows weakness the same combination 

against late oulswiugers tried against Pakistan tc 

ZAHLLR ABBAS : A class our limitntion in the bowHi 

player with a very high department will be rxposi 

backlift and as such suspect bv the rnightv Pakistan 

against yorkers. Chandra Trying the .same team 

(oulcl do the trick. Needs a howler*^, wilhont .any rbam 

leg slip. (Renieriibcr Kara will bo like taking lambs 

thi Test?) ASIF IQBAL: A the slaughter. So m ord 

Iremondous player against to launch the best c<3unt< 

any kind of bowling. Could attack agaiast Pakistan, > 

prove to be their l>cst player need the best bowling teai 

on our wicket.®. Appears Veteran .spinneis Prasann 

suspect against Chandra’s Bo<ii Chandra and Venk 

last googlies. JAVED are not there and the n< 

MIANDAD : A most difficult spinning combination is lac 

batsman io dislodge unless Ing in e.^i^rience. Thei 

lie runs himself out. (Keep fore, the wise solution is 

iierl !) IMRAN KHAN drop one spinner from < 

Has gu'dtly improved his three that played agaii 

hatting since India wore in \ustralia and to add o 

Pakistan Oiuo set, can be more fast-medium bowler. 

Kapil Dovish. G. RAMA! 

RAMESII ( HANDER Hombi 

Simlu, 

OUR TOUR MANAGER j 

Pakistan year, Mr Pat 
WHILE WLSHING ALL THE Singh Rao (Liekwad, spo 

host to the members of thi' of the sweet and frienc 

Indian team for the Pakistan treatment accorded 

series. I must ask thenii Pakistani citizens to t 

not to go wild over the re- fndun team We in Inc 

cently-gained rubber against must <dso a« rord a similai 

Australia. Rather, they warm welcome to niir gue< 

®houl'l go lor a snort stint everywhere 

III piactice to make up Iheit NAEEM HAKI 

fil l eels and then take an Boivbt 


'»ath . nt 

type I - jlcred I 

the .-<4 Pakist^ 

team. 

'iLPAM CUH 
Calrutf 


IHE OMISSTON OF SAR 
raz Nnwaz and Mnshti 



Mushtaci Mohammad 


Mohamniod fjom the Pak 
Ijiii "(luad is '*urprising*. 

M. SHAMSUA 
AUohahc 





Nothing to rejoice. 

{ FOUND NO GLORY 
m India winning the 
rubber against a weak 
team lit(er . iitji'alia. The 
most hk outcome 

of this I-:;, series—-from 
the Indt^ i viat of view 
—^was the discovery of 
of two dependable spin^ 
iiers« Yadav and Ooshi« 
Captain 'Sunny' should 
blame the batsman Gavaa* 
kar for bis failure in 
securing a' considerable 
number of runs. On the 
other band, Kim Hughes 
played magoincently as a 
captain and scor^ 594 
runs, the highest among 
players of bom the teams. 

One notes with regret 
that there were 23 Ibw 
dticisions against the Aus^ 
sles, compared to only 
eight against tndia. Last 
of all, I cannot but blame 
Australia's shameful fai¬ 
lure in ilclding and tackl¬ 
ing spin-attacl^. 

BIPLAB MOITRA, 
Santipur. 


Historic victory 

M V IIKARTIEST CON 
gratulatioas to skippei 
Gavaskar and the rest of the 
Indian team for winning the 
Bombay Test, and the first- 
ever rubber against th^ 
Aussh's. Congratulations es¬ 
pecially . to our spinners 
Dilip r>oshi and Shivlal 
Yadav, who did a wonderful 
job for India in the Test. 
They bowled really well on 
such a dead pitch. One of 
the ^rchiletis of our triumph 
was India's lion-hearted 
young all-rounder Karsan 
OhavTi. Syed Kirmani, the 
Indian wicket-keeper, kept 
wickets very well through¬ 
out the series. And above 
iill, we cannot forget skipper 
Sunil Gava.skar's 22nd Test 
ct'rrtury. 

(^AnB MVKHOPADHYAy, 
Hotvrah 

PLEASE CONVEY OUH 
luNJitievSt congratulations to 
Syod Kirmani and Karsan 
Cihavri for the former’s mai¬ 
den Tost hundred and the 
laUor’s aggressive 86. Kir- 
niani has time and again 
pnAod that he Is a good bat. 
Wo wonder why a player of 
Kiri’s talent was neglerted jn 
the last England tout. 

BASABADATTA GUPTA, 
SVSMITA BANEBJBE, 
ASHOK BANERJEE. 

Baidyabati 

TILL rim TIME OF OUR 
going to press the following 
readers aUo sent letters con- 
qratulaling the captain and 


the team as well as indhi^ 
dml players on their sue 
cess : 

Prasad Chandra Saha, P. 
K. Mazumdar, D. K. Bhow 
inick, S. N. Karmakar, Ran- 
jan Sinha (Ourgapur), Miss 
Sunny K. (Bombay), Vittal 
V. Rao (Bangalore), Krishna 
Chirauia (Sahibganj), Apurba, 
Ganguly^ Anindya Ganguly 
and Amitavo Ganguly, San 
chayita Das, Prahlad Ghosh, 
Madhumtta Sengupta, Owais 
Qarni, Indra Kumar Chow- 
dhury (Calcutta), Pradip 
Coomar Anjum' (Scraikella), 
Niva Nalini Patra, Abdul 
Aziz (Cuttack), Subhas Chan 
dra Paul (Dibrugarh)„ Mr* 
Putul Guha, Prabal Guha 
(Assam), M, Azizur Rahman 
(Beguasarai), Byomaranjan 
(Bhubaneswar), Zaya Arfi, 
Zulekha (Patna), Asis Seii- 
gupta and Tapan Kar (Bar 
rackporc), Prithwish, NitLsh. 
Sunlit, Man go I and Vinoy 
(Vuruuasi), Quamruzzamaxi 
Khan and Badruzzaman 
Kluin (Ranchi), B. Narasinha 
Reddy, R Ashok Narasim- 
haii Andhra Pradesh), Lala 
(?), Ranbir Hana (Jagraon), 
Motid. Sahid Jalil (Bihar 
Sharif), K. Mayor Singh 
(Bolgauiii), Udai, Rajeev, 
Vijav and Sanjay (Udaipur). 
Jane Fernandes, M. Krisfa 
nan, Amitava Dbua, Madhu 
mita Sengupta, (Calcutta), 
Shyain Sundar Patnaik (Sam- 
balpur); Abdul Baza, Adel 
Pattnaik, Shivji Singh. 
*Bhulu’, Manmohan Singh 
‘'Tiger' and Anita ‘JP’, S. K. 
Gupta (Jamshedpur); Pijush 
K. Konar (Burdwan), (Mrs) 
Pramiia Narsirnhan (Vijpya- 
wad a), Mohammed Younus 
(Jorhat), Nayan Bhatta- 

charya (Bhilai), Tamal 

Mazumdar (Rampurhat), In- 
gana Paul (Durgapur), Avijii 
Ghosh (Gauhati); T. D. 

Govindarajan (Hyderabad), 
Pradip Mukherjee (Kotul- 
pur); M, Rashid (Allahabad); 
Hathiii Sen (Patna); Shirod- 
kar GurudiiSian (Goa); 

Byoniakesh Jena (Bhadrak); 
Ranjana Sharma (Rajgang 
pur); Sreedhar Mukherjee 
(South Garia); Champak Sen 
Gupta (Siliguri); S. Kalpana 
(Bombay); (Miss) Kanchan 

K. Sharma (Bangalore); Mu- 
kul Kakandwar (Gaya); Pra- 
kash K. Iyer (Bombay); M. 
G. Chithra (Madras); Mohit 
Talwar (New Delhi); Zulokha 
(Patna); Asish Sen Gupta 
and Tapan Kar (Barrack- 
pore); Prithwish, Nitihs, Su¬ 
nlit, Mangol and Biuoy 
(Varanasi); Ranjati Sinha 
(Durgapur), Debasish Roy, 
B. Sarker, Gobinda. Dutta, 
Shyamapada Das (Siliguri), 
Subrid Ghosh (Ariadaha), 
Subir Chakraborty (Behala), 
Michael Bhaduri (Durgapur), 


Ajay Khemka (Kishra), Tu- 
ahar and Harish (Coimba¬ 
tore), PankaJ Prakash (Vara 
nasi), Dilip Patnaik (Puri) 
Dcbabrata Pramanik (Kha¬ 
ragpur), Subhendu Roy 
Cbumki Roy, Soma Ray and 
Rupashree Ray, Sibnath 
Banerjee. Amiya Bhatta- 
charjee, Samita Gupta (Cal¬ 
cutta), Miss Panchalee 
Ghosh (Arunachal Pradesh) 
Partha Aditya (Silchar), Za 
kir Mehdi Hasan (Darjeel 
ing)„ Sudhir Garg (Jaipur), 
Lalit Kumar Chandak and 
Sushil Kumar Chandak (Pur. 
nea), Sanjive Thapliyal (Deh- 
radun). Rati U. Sbk<Klkar 
(Goa)j Abhas Mukherjee 
(Jhana), Swarup Nanaan 
Bt>ra (Jorhat), Satyajit Gupta 
(DaIton,ganj),( Masroor Raza 
(Arrah), Gautam Kar (Jai- 
nagar), Raman Kr. Grovxu 
(Asansol), Abhijit Gangulv 
(Deoghar). Abdul Rahiiii 
(Cuttack), Prakash Verma, 
Cyan Chand Vernia. Gaja 
Hand Venna, Gopal Verma, 
Prakash Sharma, Vi jay 
Sharma and Om Prakash 
Sharma (Dibrugarh), Tarun 
Sarkar (Malda), Munini! 
Huda (Ranchi), Asra Kehrnar 
(Delhi), V. Kondal Rat. 
(Jamshedpur), Tushar Ran 
jan Sahoo (Cuttack), K. N 
Chandrasekharan (Muval’.u 
pulha), Suprakash Dhara 
(Howrah), Sumo, Bijay. Am- 
rish (Puri), Atanu Roy Chou- 
dhury (Jorhat), Miss Shana/ 
Kafiuddiii (Bangalore), C. A. 
Rao (Gondia), Vinod Jain 
(Jind City), Girish Phukan, 
Raman Phukan (Behali, As¬ 
sam), Premjeet, N. Tiwary 
(W. Champaran). Miss Suriri- 
der and Miss Sarjit (Pune), 
K. Subramanaiyan (Potla 
veli), Alok Kumar, Aniit 
Agarwal (Jamshedpur), Sunil 
Agarwal, Deep Keshar Chhe^ 
tri, Rakesj Saharan (Sili¬ 
guri), Bhuwao S, Rai (Shil 
long), Milind V. Wakharkar 
(Ahmedabad), Suchi (Bom¬ 
bay), Tapan Ghosh (Jorhat), 
Uakesh Sharma (Imphal). P. 
K. Jain and other members 
of Vita Cricketj Club Roh- 
tak), A. H.Fairoze (Madras), 
Sandeep Mukherjee and Mch- 
boob Alam of D,W.F. Boy.s* 
Club (Jamshedpur), V. 
Jagannathan. V. Kannan, R, 
Rangachari (Purulia), BLswa 
Ranjan Mohanty (Jamshed¬ 
pur), Pramod Kumar Singh 
(Monghyr), Prem Bajaj (Sa- 
haranpur), Padma Rao (New 
Delhi), Ajanta Biswas (Cal¬ 
cutta), Punya Saikia (Dig- 
boi), N. Chandrabhan Singh. 
A. Devraj Singh (Mysore). 

Why forget Majid ? 

T he article on 

Younis Ahmed (Sports- 
world October 10) con¬ 
tained the following sen- 


Why not Hitghos ? 

npHERE WAS NO AN- 
A nouncement about 
giving the 'Man of the 
maten' award for the CaF 
cutta Test of the seriesr- 
between India and Aus¬ 
tralia. I do not know 
exactly on what basis the 
award is given to a 
player. But I think that 
the Australian skipper 
Kim Hughes deserved 
that honour. Hughes 
played, a valuable knock 
of 92 in the first innings 
and a glorious 64 not out 
in the second. And above 
all, he displayed great 
sportsmanship by mak¬ 
ing a starting, albeit 
risky, declaration. And 
throughout the match we 
saw the Australian cap¬ 
tain behave well. Didn't 
ho deserve the award ? 

KARABJ MUKHO- 
PAD11YAY, 
Howrah, 


tence : “He was born 

in Jullundur whose other 
proud s<»n is Kapil lk*v'\ Rv’ 
implication, birth of 

Majid Jahangir Khan at 
Juliumliir on September 28, 
1946 is ignored. Without in¬ 
tending to offend anyone, T 
hope you will agree with rne 
that Majid Khan i.s much 
more acclaimed than either 
Yoiinis or Kapil or even both 
put logetlier. Being a fan 
of that majestic bat, 1 hope 
the implication was not 
intentional.' 

LOKENDRA SAHl 
Calctitfa. 


Why O'Keeffe ? 

r E ARTICLES (RE- 
printed from *^How to 
Play Cricket Australian 
style**) by the Chappells, 
Lillee, Marsh, are worth 
reading and helpful because 
they are stalwarts in their 
respective spheres.. But we 
find no solid reason Ix^hind 
printing O’Keeffe's ideas on 
the art of lef[-spin bowling, 
especially since we have 
illustrious exponents of the 
art like Bedi. Chandra etc 
for whom O'Keeffe will be 
no match. You could have 
jolly well asked them tq 
write on the art and how 
they mastered it to prove 
terrors to contemporary bats¬ 
men of the world. Anything 
which is foreign is not always 
good. 

PLAYERS* YOUTH 
CRICKET CLUB, 
Howrah, 






en Templeton and Tom Formal 


PLAYING SAFE 

N«w York : VIPs at tha February Winter Olympics, are 
to be fitted with electronic security gadgets James Bond 
style. These Include attache cases which are in reality 
hand*held bullet-proof shields, and tiny transmitters hidden 
in pens or cigarette boxes which emit traceable high-pitched 
sounds, should the VIP be kidnapped I 

WHAT A WAY TO GO I 

Texae : For health buffs, an off-beat Houston Depart¬ 
ment Store is offering a £ 70,000 swimming pool m the 
shape of a star, filled with Perrier water. Even if you drown, 
;t*8 a healthy way to go I 

DOWN THE HATCH ! 

London ; The British Paraplegic Sports Society gained 
£520 when the last magnum of Krug (1928) generally held 
to be this century's finest champagne was auctioned. Friends 
of the purchaser Michel Roux stand to gain for he plans 
to drink It with them over dinner, “But,” said Roux, co¬ 
owner of London's most expensive restaurant Le Qavroche 
I'll have to draw lots for all will want to come!“ 

THE NAKED TRUTH ! 

Stockholm : Naturists made a first class boob when 
they drew up a list of nude bathing spots. Or»e was an air- 
strip used by young helicopter ptloti^ another the doorstep 
oi a Methodist chapel! Hundreds of leaflets revealing these 
bare facts caused embarrassment and concern all around 
Commented one veteran officer: ''Naturists could put earnest 
young pilots off their stroke, for they might be tempted to 
zoom In for a c^^ser peek I” 


B TELLIS 



/5vr /r T/^^^ that, iosioring ;S\y 

CLIBN'r'3 BXCEUBUT BACKHANP, YOU 

POACHBD excesstvety 

A MIXED DOUBLES rOURKAMBAiT 



VEAH ?. AAE WHBRB Ttm ^ULB BOOK ^yOU RBALtZB, OF COUf^, 7W4T yOU'LL 

eez A ^yBRTlCAL zone '/6 lUe&AL a HBARm FROM HOVUARP COSBU ABoUTiyf^l' 



















Yes. Any shoe-polish 
can give you a quick shine. 

But only Kiwi can give you 
all these extras ; 

Any other polish only gives your shoes a surface shine... which soon 
wears off. But Kiwi does more for the leather. Much more. 

Because Kiwi is specially formulated. With a uniquely high proportion 
of rich, creamy, nourishing waxes. And these thick, rich waxes soak deep down 
into the leather... to work their goodness into it. The result? 5 important 
extras that the other polishes can't match. Look... 










® Kiwi actually nourishes the 
leather, makes It last longer... 

and keeps It new ^ 
looking, m 

(2) It gives you a deeper M 
longer-lasting shine. 

(So you don t have to j 
polish your shoes 
so often!) 


m 


'i 


1 


^ When the shine 
off, just 
give vDur shoes 
acH4Ck ixxishing. And 
dee^acting kiwi throws 
up a second shine: 


(f) Its rich waxes form 
a ruggedi protective shield' 
^ ohtheieather^tx) fight the 
damage caused by water 
and dust. 


i# 




Kscm^mm 
otner snodigoiiSni 
(because itis rfcttvvtmwm 


F (i^itaowiiiv worts to aato the 
ieadicr<-Hrnai(es it more 
comfortable. 


i luijr i ^ 

m, Vmllm * } 

--''M 
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My most memorable moments 


VIJAY MADGAOCAR 


\riMy MAOOMCAR wot) 

V thif rn«n*« singleg ti^{« ^ th« 
very first NathmA BaAiimtm 
ChamphnsMps heUL «t CateutUt tn 
1954, The Bengal ekampkm (ram 
1930 to 1944, Madgdoear mfte4 
to Bombay in 194S anA captamed 
the State h* the Inter-State Ckem* 
momhipe for two fttcCMSiiw veatt, 
tie was deputy to George tma m 
the Indian badmiipafn Urnn'e 
first-ever overseas tour, to Canada 


PTITTi(■ J f tTT f <j7T •Clt ; 


me, I pillared i& «u<^ top form 
tbot I not only levelled tbe ecore 
St 14-ail Ikut also wwt on to win 
it. It was indeed a fantastic 
fiSbt-lMidt on ray part sad tlie 
sweet tnononr of it always lingers 


was also the eeeretary of the 
Badminton Assoidathn of hopa 
(fcrmeriy AU-India Badminton 
Association) from 1938 to 1990. 

Badmintan in Goa owes a lot to 
V%iay Madgaooar. He took Gut 
initiative m former the God 
Badminton Assodatum in 1983 
and it was under his stewardsWp 
that the muchmeglected Mim 




gaacar could hme owo beecme 4 
top-elassf crickcler ^ He hod taken 
to up the gome serhustif when 
he wc^ playing for Mohun B<tgm 
vn hi5( early dla:^ in Calcutta- 

Now well settled m Panaji in 
the shrpbuHdina btutlnesSy Mad- 




bridgr in Goa through the Goa 
Bridge Association whirii he for- 
tnod in 1971. But it is for bad 
mmton that Vijay Madgaocar ts 
famous in the country and here, 
he recounts Some of hfc nwmor 
aWe moments in connection loltn 
tilts pome. 

niTHE MOST MBMCHIAIUJ! 

I moment of my i^aying career 
came wlien 1 won tlie iasngnrsl 
National Badminton ClwHIp^ 
ship at Calcutta in 1934 
D. Minna In final. Thoagfi 1 
won the raenY dooMea title onoe 
besides wtaoiiic the imxed dooh* 
lea in 1939, <& Vtas tito 
occasion rai wMdh 1 hew** the 
Slagles ti^iion. Of etmn, 
totloe I fiitbAM cnaaeMa?. 

» 

1 dm nairata «m menm^ 
iadkknt that hmeasn fa the 
Allahabad Natioiw^ , 1 sm plsv^ 
ing agoiiut. Wal^ ta , 
wkh a sprsdped Ihfi. Wt 
the first gome end enu ' 
victory with a h 
second game. Sn 







JO 1<V> 




Bmoirc. hy mistake, gave mo a 

r iint which was actuallv not there. 

used to throw away the next in 
order to ^even the score*. Almost 
every top player of those days 
used to do the same. I can dte 
one example of my sportsmanship 
whidb 1 still treasure in my mind. 
In tbe 19M Nationals, 1 was 
awarded a walk-over against 
Khattdu Rangnekor in the enartei- 
finals. 1 came to know that Rang* 
nekar could not turn up for that 
matdi owing to unaveidaMe dr- 
cumstanees. So ] did not accept 
tbe walk-over and instead told 
the organisers to fix tbe match 
the next day. l lost narrowly to 
Rangnekar, who went on to win 
the title heating lads in tbe finals. 


1 had many other memorabie < 
oloments of my career — the day 
1 won the hoys title in the inter- 
school tournament tn Calcutta in 
1930; the day 1 was seleAed vice- 
captain of the Indian badminton 
team to its first overseas tour; or 
the days of my stewardship of 
the Badminton Association of 
India as its secretary. 1 was suc- 
CMSfnl in making k a real all- 
India body by getting many State 
ass.sdatioas awiated to it. The 
(Imandal (kwitloa of the assocta- 
tiofi also started improving from 
that time. 

In India parents stiU Co not 
send their children to play bad¬ 
minton. 1 met the parents of 
quite a few talented boys and 
girls and asked why they don’t 
micourage their diildren in this 
sport 1 Was Stuniped for a reply 
when they said: "Are you gomg 
to give jobs to them when thev 
are playing at. the coat of their 
studies?" Tiaa gort of attHude 
doesn't hehn the game, but the 
parants. too, caraaot be Mamed. 1 
leM that 10 to % marks in eadi 
academic subject diould be allot¬ 
ted for representing school and 
College teams in any sport If this 
is done, the parents may feel that 
thdr cbOdceA are not wasting 
thdr time Maying. Play will thus 
ha raooiMtad as a worthwhile 
dahjadt (a study. And R will not 
ha vatr difficult to get more amt 
wove Nandu Katekars and Pra- 
kaah Padukones. When that day 
comes, I feel, 1 will enjoy my 
most memorable moment. 

As loW lo A CORRCSPOMI <1 Nt 










ASIF IQBAL tells 
E.A.S. PRASANNA 
in an exclusive interview 


I T WAS AFTER SOME THOUGUl 
that Asif had granted an apqxjint^ 
ment to Sportsworld, but when he 
hrard a rap on the door of his hotel 
room, he didnU half expect to face 
the one lime member of a spmning 
quartet that, by now, is histary — 
Erappali Anantrao Srmiyas Pros anna 
Gushing with ho.rjntalku, Asif, 
clad in a Kent County vest, white 
paiits and shoes, cxclahnai hi sur¬ 
prise, thought it ridiculous that PrU' 
sanna should so rigidly follow for¬ 
malities in coming to nu^et him, and 
asked everyone to make themselves 
easv/ on two sofas placed around a 
centre-table laden ^akh newspapers, 
bags and some of the most delicious 
fruits^ “So now you have left tric- 
ket and taken to all this?'^ qneru'd 
the Pakistani captain, Frasanna, till 
now uncomfortably quiet, broke in¬ 
to a smile and merely looked down. 

What followed was an enlighten¬ 
ing 45-mmute dialogue between two 
of the wotdd^s greatest cricketers on 
a game they have held so dear. An 
abirfiiig respect for god, talented 
cricketers and the Indian team are 
few of Asips attributes that ^mc 
through loud and clear. The inter- 
vieiv is rcjrroduced almost verbatim, 
with the minimum of editing. 

i^ASANNA: Welcome to India. 
lt*s ji;ood to see you and we hope 
we people extend to you the same 
hospitality you showed us in Palds- 
tan last year. 

ASIF: Yes, Pras, it’s good to 
be back hero. 

PRASANNA: I am going to tax 
you a bit now. Some of the ques¬ 
tions could be a bit delicate and It 
Is up to you to answer or not Uk 
N ow» we all know your initial 
cricket career started in Hydera¬ 
bad. l>id you take up cricket as a 
career right from your childhood? 

ASIF; Well, it is a little .strange 
to talk about one’s childhood be¬ 
cause as far back as I can R'lncrn- 


her ( was holding a bat or a ball 
and playing cricket, be it my 
mother, or brother or cousins. And, 
as YOU all probably know, Ghulam 
Ahmed, the secretary of your 
Board and a foriper captain of 
India, is one of my uncles and he 
was a tremendous help in the early 
days of iny career. It's wonderful 
to have a background like that. 

Along with Ghulam. I must con¬ 
fess that most of my relatives also 
helped. My own father used to play 
a lot of cricket but unfortunately 
he died when I was very young so 
1 didn’t have the privilege of either 
knowing him or watching him play 
cricket. 



*No, I dldn*t move to 
Pakistan for lack of 
opportunities to play 
cricket. Host of my 
family was there and I 
had decided to even 
before I started my 
cricket career.* 


PRASaNNA: After your debut 
for Hyderabad in the Hanjl Trophy 
bow many aeaaoas did you play for 
them? 

ASIF: 1 don't think I played 
very many seasons for them, only 
a couple of them around *59-60. 
What I clearly remember about my 
Hyderabad days, however, is that 
even then I was marked as an all- 
rounder and most.of the times it 
was the runs thaf gave me more 

? leasure than the wickets. T bad a 
airly successful run in the inter 
varsity garner and (smiles) I think 
I played against you in those d<*)ys. 
But the strange thing that happen¬ 
ed to me was that when I wont to 
Pakistan my category was chang¬ 
ed from a batsman or an all- 
rounder to a bowler and I played 
my first Test for Pakistan as a 
bowler. 

PRASANNA; Was it the lack 
of cricket opportunities that pro¬ 
mpted the move to Pakistan or 
was it for family reasons? 

ASIF: No. I don’t think it was 
the lack of cricket opportunities. 
In fact, I was one of the lucky ones 
who got the opportunity to start 
his cricket career very early. T 
was very young when I was select- 
ed to play against top class cri(-k<!t 
cr.s from Pakistan in ’00-61 and 
also when T made niy debut for 
Hyderabad in the Ranji Trophy 
No, it was mainly (for) family ic 
esons. Like in the case of nianv 
Muslims, most of my family was in 
Pakistan and T had all iiiuMitions 
of moving to Pakistan even hefiMe 
1 started my cricket career. 

PRASANNA: After you moved 
to Pakistan, where and when did 
you start playing cricket? 

ASIF: I moved to Karachi. And 
again God was very kind to tv^ 
and very early 1 got the opport¬ 
unity to start playing for local 
teams in Karachi, Then in 1965 t 
was picked to tour England with 
the Pakistani Eaglets and the 
same year I was picked to play for 
Pakistan in an uncvffidal scrio.s 
against the Commonwealth team 
that came to Pakistan and in 
I made my official Test debut for 
Pakistan against Australia. But 1 
do remember that when T was still 
in Hyderabad I got an affidavit 
from Ghulam and another person 
whose name I am forgetting when 
\ entered Nizam College for my 
education. Since I was a very 
average student and I needed some 
kind of qualification to get 
admission, they gave me a sport¬ 
ing certificate saying they were 
very confident that I would play 
for India in the future. And as it 
turned out, instead of India I did 
play for Pakistan in a couple of 
years. 

PRASANNA: What memorlea 
do yon have of your Tent debut? 

ASIF: Oh, I was totally uver- 
o%ved by the mere fact that I was 
playing Test cricket for Pakistan 
—^that was against the Australian 







(f-Mj (fcft) (nu/ A.yif shar/rifj a joht* in rourf^c of Ow intcrt ipw 


(iMiii (>r lioh .Siirp^iii M<i)id atMtl 

I th(‘ bowK’-r*' ior 

-TbK is ^onu'thihjt', T li^id 
nrv(T fli'P.inAi —,ui(I wp vvcip No. i) 
:»nd jNn. ii) h.ttsiiK'ri. I Hunk I 
n rouplo v)l wirkpts ,inci liold a 
conplf of c.itclu's and scored 40* 
odd I sins. Hid it w\is sonK'tbmg 1 
cannot dcstiibc in woids. 

PK AS ANN A: For ihwic 'rests 
•vou were picked mainly as a 
bowler... 

ASIF: I bjicly tis .1 liowlcr. 

PK AS ANN A: Uiit in your debut 
Test vou had scores id 40 and 30 
in the two inninijs... 

ASIF: 1 think in the second 
inriin;:^s I was sent in as the night- 
wahfimaii and that was liow I 
PU'Kcd np 30 runs. 

PllASANNA: Jlanif was your 
first Test caniainu How wouM you 
descrihe his caidaincy compared to 
other contCDiponiries? And is there 
anything you leamt from Hanif 
and others after him? 

ASIF: 1 think it is a tremend¬ 
ous thing to learn from other 
people. And I am one of the more 
fortunate persons in that I have 
played Test cricket for so long and 
(in) that 1 have played under 
Hanif, then Saeed, then Intikhab 
then Majid and then Mushtaq— 
live captains. And then in County 
irick<‘t, 1 have played under Colin 
Cowdrey and then I myself got the 
opportunity to captain Kent in one 
season. Then in the WSC I got the 
opportunity to play under other 
captains and even captained the 
World team. 


I^KASANNA: So you arc a ton- 
in-one captain now. 

ASfF (Laughs); In theory, yes 
1 am 

PRASANNA: So, if you could 
take out one move from all cap¬ 
tains you might land up with the 
series, 

ASIF: Hopefully, and God will¬ 
ing. yes. 

PRASANNA: Your famous 146 
against England at the Oval in 
1%7 formed a watershed in your 
career, or did it? 

ASIF: Yes, I think so. Before 
that, we went to New Zealand ami 
in one match our team was in dire 
trouble and, even though I was 
playing as a bowler, I and Intikhab 
saved the Test for Pakistan. And 
that gave me the boost that 1 was 
waiting for. 

PRASANNA: Obviously, be¬ 
cause you then went on to pl^y 
that memorable knock at the wal, 
hitting 146 off 244 balls in 200 
minutes and establishing the Test 
record of 190 runs for the ninth 
wicket with IntikhalK Can you re¬ 
call that innings? 

ASIF: Well, tluit innings was 
played in an obviously dcsiwratc 
situation. 1 had nothing to lo^^e and 
I gamed one hell of a lot from 
that innings. And 1 had a slight 
back injury, in spite of which 1 had 
bowled a lot of overs on that tour, 
and 1 felt that if I had to stay alive 
as a Test cricketer 1 had to per¬ 
form lH‘Uer will! the bat than with 
the ball heomse the doctors had 


virUiallv s<iid clearly that due iu 
i niurv ( mi gilt net be able to 
continue bowling at Test level. So. 
I had the incentive too. 

PRASANNA: 'Flien, in 1968 you 
signed up to play for Kent in 
County cricket. Why Kent? 

ASIF: Basically, jt was bec.iuse 
wneii T }iad captained Pakistan in 
an uiider-25 series agai.nsl England 
at home: I had come to know ami 
like l-eslie Ames, their manager, 
and Alan Knult and Derek Under¬ 
wood And then when I went to 
England Kent was one of tho first 
Counties to approach me. And 
since it was a lovely County and 
the p(‘ople were nice I thoxjght 
why not Kent*’ All the same, I took 
a long time to decide 

PRASANNA: You think your 
experience in County cricket has 
supplemented your basic gifts as a 
cricketer? 

ASIF: Oh yes, definitelv, un¬ 
doubtedly. 

PRASANNA: But a lot of lead¬ 
ing cricketers, Barry Richards 
being the most outspoken among 
them, have said that playing con¬ 
tinuous cricket on the Touniy 
circuit kills their jest for cricket. 
What has been your cxpi'riencc 
since vou’ve now played 12 con¬ 
secutive seasons for Kent? 

ASIF: I think ?T all depends on 
W’hat your altitude is, on how 
nnirli von are enj(»yiiig it, on what 
you ar<' looking for. Av far as I am 
ronri'ined 1 foci liix'd only at the 
amount uf travelling, nut because 
of playing. 
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^*KASANNA: Well you obvl* 
oasly love the j^ame a great deal 
ASIF: Yes, it is in iny blood. 
But look at India's situation— 
thcvVe been pkjying Test cricket 
non stop .sinr>» visiting us and sure¬ 
ly this is helping India rather than 
harming it. Though, personally, I 
am of the opinion that Test cricket 
ought to be rcfitnctod because you 
are playing at the highest level 
and vpur players should be exhi¬ 
bited to the public at special 
occasions and not like at club level 
every Sunday, 


PRASANiVA; Do you mean to 
fcay that the level of your perfor¬ 
mance in County matches Is that 
much lo%ver than in Test marches? 

ASIF: No, not at all. In County 
cricket you arc not playing for the 
love of tlu' game you arc playing 
for your livelihood. And besides it 
Is vour perfoinianco at County 
level that js going to get you your 
olaw in a Tost side. 


PRASANNA: Did you enjoy 
captaining Kent? Why aren't you 
doing so now? 

ASIF: f enjoyed captaining 
Kent nnmensch and by the grace 
of God we also won the County 
cnamr>ion‘4iip that year (1<>77). 
But I don't think I wnll get the 
again because then 
this WvSC thing came up and I was 
Dolitely told that I was no longer 
required as captain. And I don't 
regret it. 1 think an English County 
side should be captained by an 
F.nghshman. I am only grateful 
/ nothing unploasanl 

(about being asked to sfep down.) 


PRASANNA: To get back to 
your Test career. After the Oval 
Mnfngs, you started playing at No 
€ or No 5... 

ASIF: You are right. The funny 
yon go through my re- 
. i* is “ strange one. 1 
went on 

to No 9 and No 8, No 7, No 6. No 
opened in one of 
the Tests against India so I think 
I VC gone through all the positions 
from No 1 to No 10 and I some¬ 
times wonder if it is a unique 
record. 


PRASANNA: After yo*ui made 
your debut for Pakistan, haven’t 
you always been in the team c*. 

with WSC? 

I think I hold Ihe record for 
Pakistan of having played for 
somel^ing like 45 or 46 consecu 
tive Test matches till the WSC 
break came. In fact, I had anno- 
retirement before the 
WoC thing came up and my only 
fp play against India 
and that s liow I came back to 
Test cricket. I think I have been 
very lucky both in terms of per- 
rormance and injury that 1 have 
managed to hold my place one way 
now played 

50-odd Test matches and it has 
oeen a tremendous pleasure. 



‘I never tire of playing 
cricket. Cricket is in 
my blood. Cricket Is 
my life.* 




baa played 58 Tests, u 
which it has lost 13. won II aik 
drawn the rest. Do you think thh 
IS a fair n*fleclion of the potentla] 
of the Pakistani team cotuddejiiii 
that it has had a superb batthij] 
linkup aU these years? If not, why 
not? 

ASH: I think Paki.stan could 
have won more (Tests) by more 
positive action by the various 
captains. But then we must re 
member Oiat Pakistan started out 
cricket at a very small level 
But then if you take Mushtaq's 
record as a captain I think it waa 
fantastic. He was the most success¬ 
ful Pakistan captain that I have 
played under anyway. And I think 
the ngunas you have mentioned 
they are for the statisticians but 
as far a.s the action on the field Is 
concerned, those figures do not 

Justify the strength of the Pakistan 


PRASANNA: In the winter of 
'72-73 a PaUstani team led by 
Intikhab Alam visited Australia. 
On paper, the PakistaDi team was 
as good as the Australian one yet 
Pakistan lost 0-3, the the first 
by an innings, the second in spite 
of leading in the first innings and 
the thiitl even though It had to 
score only 159 to win. Why? 

ASIF: I think Australia out¬ 
played us in gamesmanship, in 
outcricket—^yes, that's the right 
term to use. And then their cap¬ 
tain wa.*? Ian Chappell, one of the 
greatest captains I nave played 
against. He moulded his team into 
such a strong unit that they gave 
us quite a hammering. 


PRASANNA; In which series 
till now you think Pakistan has 
played at its best? 

ASIF; The best series that I 
have played in was against India 
last year. I have been telling 
everybody that as a cricketer, as 


a participant in this game, my 
most thrilling moment was when 
the lights were switched on ini the 
course of night games with \VSC. 

I felt we were entering into a new 
world. But even that was over¬ 
shadowed by the preasnee of the 
Indian team on Pakistani soil. And 
Ihe 11 when we won the series 2-0, 
that was the greatest moment of 
satisfaction of my cricketing 
career. 

PRASANNA; You have so fai 

II Test centuries to your credit? 

ASIF: Yes (laughs), and that’s 

not too bad for a bowler. 

PRASANNA: Yes, not too bad. 

Which of your Test hundreds are 
your mo«l treasured ? 

ASIF: The century which I can 
never forget is the one in Sydney, 
the Test which wc eventually won. 
(Note: Asif was referring to hi^ 
120 in the third Pakistan vs Aus 
tralia Test in 1976-77. His 120 laid 
the basis for Pakistan’.s first innings 
scone to 360, giving it a lead of 
149 in the first innings. Asif came 
in when Pakistan were four down 
for in and with the help of two 
century partnerships with Haroou 
Rashid and Javed Mian dad took 
Pakistan to 360, Australia w^eio 
then shot out for 180, with Imran 
taking 6 for 63, Ins figures for 
an innings to date, and Pakistan 
won by eight wickets ) That wasn't 
a good wicket and seameis from 
both sides took a lot of wickets. 
(Note: Lillee, Gilmour and Ma.x 
Walker took all the 12 Pakistani 
wickr.d.s tluit fell.) That's the best 
innings I have ever played for 
Pakistan. 

PRASANNA: What about your 
152 against Lillee and Thomson af 
Adelaide in the same series? 

ASiF: in that innings i w'a'.i 
dropped a couple of times and aLso 
I felt I wasn't playing as well as 
1 would have liked to. 

PRASANNA: Many of your 
best i^ngs have come In a time 
of crisis. Is it that a tight situation 
brlnjis the best out of you? 

AoIF: It's like this. Any bats- 
man, and specially a middle-order 
batsman, if he walks out when the 
score is say 400-odd for four it's 
hard to concentrate. And, fortu¬ 
nately or unfortunately I donl 
know which term to use. most of 
the runs I have .scored have 
definitely come when they were 
needed most. As far as I am con¬ 
cerned. I am fortunate that I was 
presented with this situation and 
by the grace of God 1 have come 
out in better colours than most of 
the others, 

PRASANNA: In retroep^et, 
what do you think the creation of 
WSC achieved? 

ASIF: I think it is a very vital 
subject to go into (in short) but 
rll try and put it in a nutshell. 
What WSC has done for cricketers 
In less than two years it some¬ 
thing (for which) all cricketers 




should be indebted to it. fcnckel- 
ers all over the world now have 
better rewards than before and 
they have got financial security 
which they didn’t have before. 
Many cricketers who used to 
earlier retire prematurely for lack 
of sufficient financial motive lo 
stay on in the game have stayed 
in the game. Now cricket is no 
more a sport, it has become an in¬ 
dustry and cricketers all over the 
world are enjoying a status they 
never had before. 

PRASANNA: During Indians 
tour of Pakistan last year, there 
were reports here that it was you 
who had approached the Indian 
players on behalf of WSC. Is this 
true? 

ASIF: Yes, it is Ime that T had 
approacliod the radian players. 
But 1 must confess tha*^ Indian 
players wore very honest and they 
said they w'ould like to sign but 
they would like to hr si go b<uk 
and talk to their respective Hoards 
and employers and then iiiakc^ 
their final decision. 

PRASANNA: Why do you think 
India lost to Pakistan last year? 
Was it because the tour was so 
difficult? 

ASIF: ? U ave been '^•jying that 
the scores did oi Pakistan’s rricker 
that von incnlioiif'd a litth* while 
ago was not a tun reflection of 
Ihe calibre of the tcazns, Whal 
happened against India was. first, 
we were playing on our home 
grounds and then both the 
captain.s Mii^h and Pish, were 
quite keen on playing positive 
cricket. And in both the Test 
matches we won, we had to do the 
running to win th(» nuitches. And 
when players of the calibre ol 
^^aiid. Zahe<‘r and Miandatl strike 


*We have come to 
entertain. We are en¬ 
tertainers and It Is our 
duty to give the best 
entertainment.* 




*1 believe there should- 
n*t be so many Test 
matches. Test players 
should be exhibited to 
the public at special 
occasions and not every 
Sunday.* 


form at the same time, it is easy 
for a batting side to sroie runs iio 
matter what is the asking rate 
And it was our liatting that won 
□s both the matches. You Know, 
vou were there. 

And India, as you said, may 
have had a very diflicult tour but 
at the saino time I don't think th<‘ 
0-2 margin was a true reflection oi 
the Indian perfminance, 

PRASANNA: More Chan a year 
ago you had aiuumnccd your r^‘- 
tirement from Test cricket, adding 
that you*d come back only if you 
could play against India. Why were 
you so keen on playing against 
India T 

A&IF: India was the only coun¬ 
try I hadn’t played Test crirkot 
against and obviously I wanted lo 
play Test cricket against all the 
Test-playing countries. And, secou- 
dly, my roots, my family ties and 
my cricketing roots were in India 
—I had learnt cricket in India— 
and I wanted to go back and play 
cricket in from of the same people 
who had seen me as a child. 1 
wanted to go back and show them 
that I had achieved the things 
they thought I should have. 

PRASANNA: The next quea' 
ilon is a bit tricky but for 
men it sdiouldn^t be so. People say 


and the records show you are 3S. 
How long do you propose to go on? 

ASIF; First of all, I would likv 
to know who the people and which 
are the records which say T am 38. 

I think the records say that T am 
36. (Laughs) 

PRASANNA: Let me conect 

myself. People attribute the word 
veteran to you... 

ASIF: I am a veteran because 
I have been playing Test cricket 
for all these years. And I hav*' 
been playing because I’ve kept 
physically fit. Although I have had 
a very long innings in Test cricket 
it has to come to an end, 1 
think I am going to carry on 
very long. 

PRASANNA: Is cricket youi 
only profe^^ion or do you have 
something to fall back up^i>u after 
you retire? 

ASIF; (Smiles): » is le i 

just my profession, rtirkel is nr, 
life. And if cricket i.s runnuig in 
somebody’s blood and if yon .i k 
him to retire. 

PRASANNA No, what I was 
saying is, once you give up cricket 
and there is a day, (when we aW 
do) and it might lie running in 
your blood-. 

ASIF: Yes, Fve just admitb d 
that. I luive got .soiiv busin^ > 
commitnieni:^ for' people nbro;ui 
and I also work for Pakisr:m In 
ternalional Airlines in a •^prjriiug 
canacilv and 1 li*j\e had bulfitieuf 
intere.sts in other a sports of life 
KO that wdi- 'U 1 give up ci ickel 1 
can earn a b'vt lihood. 

PRASANNA: Speakm?i from 

personal e-Ti^eriem*e, in what order 
would you rate the following fast 
bowlers; lallee, Robci'ts, Michael 
Holding, Thomson, Paiscoe, Imran 
Khan and Richard Hadlee. 

ASIF: The best fast bowlers 1 
have ever playi'd again.st—and 1 
would hkr t(^ couple them-^are 
Dennis Lillet* and Andy Hoborts 
And the M'st are obvuui'lv Ih-'- 
bc‘st in the world, ran y>iit 

tliem in anv eaVgorv veu like. 

PRASANNA: In the i^ently 
concluded Prudential Cup trophy 
in which you led Pakistan, cricket 
followers felt that you should 
have followed Zaheer in your 
semi final match against West In 
dies. If you remember. Pakistan 
were then 2 for 176 and you sent 
in Miandad and Ilaroon Rash id 
and that upset the rhythm of the 
innings becauise both took some 
time to settle down and anyway 
lack your acumen in one-day 
cricket.Do you agree? 

ASIF; Yes, I ^YOu^d entir*'h 
agree with that. And os Tve admit 
ted to the Pakistani Press and pub 
lie, I made one or two ini^.taKe.^ 
But in cricket these thing-, hap 
pen. And wlule I nuintam that 
whether we v/ould have th>*n bea 
ten the West Indies would K’lnani 
and ‘if and but', to sonx* extent 
ves. that w.as one of the m ason*^ 
for our poor performance. 




PRASANNA: Sarfraz Nawaz has 
reportedly criticised you for ex- 
perimeniln^ too much in the Pru¬ 
dential Cup. What do you have to 
say? 

ASIF: Well, that's Sarfraz's vl^^w 
and he is entitled to it but I think 
one-day cricket is based on expe 
rimonts bec^iuse you don't g-^it a 
second chance. You can't go 
according to a rigid plan and in 
fact if I was to go according to a 
fixed plan there was no way T 
should have thought of changing 
the batting order against the West 
Indies. In my opinion, Sarfraz’s 
opinion does not have any basis. 


PRASANNA; On the present 
Indian tour virhich Indian players 
do you expect to trouble you st hit? 

ASIF; (Smiles) We anticipate 
not a little bit but a lot of trouble 
from all the eleven who are going 
to be selected for India. Obvi¬ 
ously, the class batsmen Gavas¬ 
kar and Vishwanath-Irat:* them 
as two of the best batsmen in the 
world—will trouble us a lot. 

PRASANNA : What will be your 
basic apporach on thia tour — will 
vou follow the dictum that attack 
is the best form of defenoe? 

ASIF: Thaft the way I have 
played all my cricket, personally 
that is. But the basic approach on 
this tour will be purely to play 
cricket. 1 have be<en telling my 
boys that look I want you to enjoy 
vour cricket. l>ccause if you are 
enioving it you are giving your 
best and then you get the best re 
suits. So that's what we are going 
to do — wc are goiag to enjoy it 
and give enjoyment to the hund¬ 
reds of thousands of Indians who 
will st'C us and the Pakistan TV 
viewers back home. The whole 
idea is to give entertainment. We 
are entertainers and it is our duty 
to give them the best entertain¬ 
ment and what bettor entertain 
ment can there be than Test 
cricket? 

PRASANNA : Yes, I under- 
fltaniL On paper, both teams seem 
to be stronger at batting than in 
bowling.Do you agree? 


ASIF : You don't have to have a 
very strong bowling line-up, what 
you need is match-winners — one 
or two. And (for that) we have 
Imran and our spinners, f think 
vye have a fairly balanced bowling 
line-up. And the same goes for 
India. You've got a very good 
line-up and you have a reasonable 
attack. You've got to have a good 
attack to get the other side out 
twice, tike you did against the Aus¬ 
tralians at Bombay. 


? 


PRASANNA : Was K becaus<e 
Indian pitches are reputed to take 
spin that so many spinners were 
included in your team 7 

ASIF ; Partly yes and partly no 
First, wc made sure that wc 
selected the best available fast 
bowlers because if you remember 
that India has lost here to West 


Indies and England and it was 
their fast bowlers that took the 
wickets and not the spinners. And 
then after we selected them, we 
chose the best in the other depart¬ 
ment and as it happened there 
were some spinners fit for this 
class of crictet. 

PRASANNA : After the ban on 
Younis Ahmed waa lifted recently, 
was he not oonaidiered for this 
tour? 

ASIF: No, he wasn*t consider¬ 
ed. And neither was Sarfraz 
Nawaz. The Pakistan Cricket Board 
had decided that only those play¬ 
ers would be selected who made 
themselves available for the 
BCrp Invitation tournament held 



*The best series I have 
played in was against 
India last year. When 
we won the series 1-0, 
that was the greatest 
moment of my career.* 

at I.ahore last month. And, unfor¬ 
tunately, Sarfraz couldn't make it 
because of his business commit¬ 
ments. Now obviously if a man 
himself writes to the Board that 
he cannot make it to the domestic 
matches he cannot be told that 
vou are too good, you are too 
great, you don't need to come, we 
will .select you. The Board has 
done a very wise thing by telling 
Sarfraz in effect — and be is a 
very fine bowler — that we have 
some rules and if you don't follow 
those rules you cannot be select¬ 
ed. The same goes for Younis who 
too couldn't make it to the domes¬ 
tic competition 

PRASANNA: Why wasn't Moh- 
sin Khan selected when he was 
highly praised during Pakiatan's 

*Most of the runs I have 
scored have come when 
they were needed 
most. By the grace of 
God, I have come out 
in better colours than 
most others.* 


tour of England last year with 
lohn Arloit calling him the best 
bat of the new generation of 
Pakistanis ? 

ASIF: Last year in Englana. 
there was a very bitter fight bet¬ 
ween the traditionalists and the 
WSC people and to John Arlott 
Mohsin represented one of the 
traditionalists. Still, Mohsin and 
Haroon Rashid are definitely 
two of the very talented Pakis¬ 
tani bats and they will play 
for Pakistan in the years to come. 
Right now. others were chosen be¬ 
cause they had performed better, 

PRASANNA : Even though "you 
have a right-arm leg-spInner In 
Abdul Qadir, won't you miss 
lVIusliia<| on this tour? 

ASIF: (Laughs); This question 
has been put to me so many times 
since I've landed here. It's like 
this a cnckeler plays first be 
cause of his youth, then talent, 
then experience, and then the 
lime comes for him to fade. The 
Indian spinners weie the greatest 
trio that served the country. 

PRASANNA : Thank you for the 
compliment. 

ASIF: (Nods): And when youi 
time, came you were told that al¬ 
though we feel that you've lost 
vour sting we want your experi¬ 
ence. And if you are going to go 
on playing, i>eople with experi¬ 
ence, when are the youngster‘s 
going to get a chance. 

PRASANNA : I only meant to 
say that his leg spinners coul^ 
have come handy on this tour. 

ASIF : Ye.s, but we’ve got so 
maav leg-spinners. We’ve got 
Miandad and Wasim Raja -who^ 
bowl leg-spinners and then we 
have a genuine leg-spinner, Abdul 
Qadir. Yes, if we could have 
brought a team of 20 then there 
were so many people whose ex¬ 
perience or talent could have 
helped, but only time will tell 
whether wc will miss him. 

PRASANNA : In our last tour 
we remember playing against thai 
promising iefi-ami spinner, Amin 
ILrakhanL who set up a record 
also. Why wasn't he selected? 

ASIF: He was very much in the 
running and was almost selected 
but then for a tour of this import- 
anos we were slightly reluctant to 
experiment. We have an under-19 
player in Talat Mirza and we felt 
we should be satisfied with groom¬ 
ing one player. 

PRASANNA: L4i$t question. 
Would you like to comment on 
the nasty incidents that took place 
in the Paklstan^Ausiralia series last 
season ? 

ASIF: That's one incident I 
would like to completely erase 
from my cricketing mind. 

PRASANNA: Thank you for 
your time. I wish you a successful 
and comfortable tour. 

ASIF: Thanks a lot. Pras 


Can new 
spinners 
contain 
Pakis ? 

E.A.S. PRASAIMNA 

A n INTERESnNG SITUATION 
has arisen with reaard to the 
state of spin bowling in India today. 
With the Pakistan batting battery blaz¬ 
ing away, the question uppermost in 
the minds of cricket followers is: Will 
the new crop of spinners be able to 
contain them? Others are asking 
when exactly did the decline of the 
past greats start. Immediately aftei 
our tour to Pakistan last year, people 
had got the impression that the days 
of the spin 'greats’ were numbered— 
and they were ri*rht. 

Still, it isn’t yet too late to go a 
bit deeper into these issues. Before 
last year’s tour to Pakistan, we had 
played a series against Australia. Of 
the quartet of spinners, at least three 
performed very creditably in the 
series—^in four of the five Tests they 
had Australia under pressure. As far 
as 1 can remember,- Bishan took SI 
wickets and Chandrashekhar 28. 
And even though 1 got only six 
wickets in the series, in at least one 
match I showed them that I still have 
some fight left. In the other two 
Tests that I played, I wasn’t given 
sufficient bowling so there was no 
question of even expecting to take 
wickets. 

The pity is that all of it was soon 
forgotten—public memory is indeed 
short. Moreover, if people only knew 
of the conditions we faced in Pakistan 
last year, they wouldn’t have come to 
the conclusions they did. Not many 
know of what all happened there. It 
Is only fair that the spinners’ perfor¬ 
mance is seen in the light of the re¬ 
ality of the tour. 

What happened was that there was 
a big hue and cry to the effect that 
the days of the sj^n quartet are over 
Caught, perhaps. In this wave, the 
selectors decided to play a whole new 
trio of spinners in the reoently-con* 
eluded series against Australia. I 
cannot find myself in agreement with 
the choice of the selectors; In the 18 
Tests that India has played after the 
Pakistan tour, four new spinners have 
been tried the selectors—^Nara- 
simha Bao. Parsana, Dlltp DoshI and 
Shivlal Yadav*^ut there has been 
no systematic approadi to mepare 
successors to the quartet that has 
left 

DhiraJ Parsana and Narasimha Rao 
were tried against the West Indies 
last year, with minimum ancceas. The 
result of this was that it became 
necessary to take three of the quartet 
to England. Once there, the tour 


selection committee (captain, vice¬ 
captain and manager) had nothing to 
do but to choose from the available 
three, their form notwithstanding. 
Clearly, the national selection com¬ 
mittee had pushed themselves into a 
corner. It was very easy to choose 
Bcdi for the tour in preference to 
Dhiraj Parsana, because both were 
of the same age. 32, while Bedi had 
much more experience. On the other 
hand, since Narasimha Rao had been 
tried—^in vain—^the selectors were re¬ 
luctant to experiment again. 

In effect, the decisions of the selec¬ 
tion committee were bereft of any 
foresight. Let alone in the team, no 
newcomers were even included in the 
reserves. Had that been done, at least 
they would have gained some idea of 
English pitches and conditions. And 
had any newcomer clic'ked by any 
chance, it would have done his career 
a world of good. 

Then came the tour of the Austra¬ 
lians. The selectors took anothei 
somersault and, in spite of the fact 
that Bedi’s Test and tour averages 
were better than Venkat’s in England, 
both he and Chandra were discard¬ 
ed and Venkat retained. Maybe the 
selectors reasoned that they would 
keep Venkat as their leading bowler 
and try the others. In Madras, Dilip 
Doshi was included in the team—and 
the mistake of the selectors was soon 
evident While Doshi was a striking 
success in the Test. Venkat was more 
or less a flop. Doshi gave instant 
notice that he should have been in¬ 
cluded in the team quite some time 
ago. Still, Venkat was given anotber 
chance at Bangalore, but the writing 
was on the wall that he would have 
to go. 


Kanpur thus, saw the exit of all 
the old spinners. After aeveral years, 
an entirely new Indian attack—^not 
only young, but inexperienced—took 
the field. What was immediately 
evident was that there was a tremend¬ 
ous difference between the new and 
the old. 

Of the new crop, it seems to me 
Dilip Doshi Is the most dependable of 
the lot. He has the necessary ex¬ 
perience and iriven some help from 
the pitch, will be among the wickets. 
Narasimha Kao's misfortune is that 
Sunil Gavaskar docs not seem to 
have much faith in him—^this is 
evident from the fact that in the two 
Tests that he was played, he wasn't 
given much of a bowl. And if the 
selection committee was playing him 
because of his admittedly superb 
fielding at short square-leg, thie ques¬ 
tion to ask is whether you have the 
Imwlers who can inducse catches at 
that position. ^ 

Neither of the new spinners are 
natural fiighters of the ball. This 
bqpnd to be a handicap in internatio* 
nal cri^et because apart from Eng* 
land, nowhere else can a spinmr bf 
successful if he doesn’t flight the ball. 
Mv 5acoess-*4ind that of De^—was 
biUk on our ability to flight the ball. 

Shivlal Yadav is definitehr promis¬ 
ing. He ought to be around for a long 
time. Nothuig can be said about Nara- 
simlta Bao and as for Doshi, who 
doesn’t realise the implication of bis 


being 32? So, should Bedi recall 
cd? 1 don’t think so. Yet, there doesn’t 
seem to be a salisfaclory replacement 
for him. Hans, yes, but he has been 
treated very shabbily by the sclec 
tors. 

Is the cupboard bare then? No, it 
is the short-sighted policy of the 
selectors which makes it seem so. 
Had they done their work diligently, 
a host of new talent would have been 
unearthed and, by now. tried. But 
they can’t look beyond their noses 
and now the time for experiments is 
over—you can’t afford to tool around 
with the Pakistanis. Not merely is 
their team rated the second best in 
the world today> there is too much 
prestige involved, as always, in the 
Jndo-Pak series. 

Among off-spinners, 1 think Gopal 
Sharma and Anant V’^atsalya have a 
lot of promise. They should have been 
played in the course of these 16 
Tests. Had the Board considered 
bowlers like this, there was no re 
ason why we shouldn’t have had a 
whole new and good trio ready for 
the Pakistanis. 

People say Narasimha Rao is like 
what Chandra was when he made hi? 
debut. This isn’t so. When Chandra 
burst into iiitcrnationaJ cricket there 
wen* only a few batsmen who ct>uld 
read him while Narasimha Rao 
yet to establish himself as even a 
leading national spinner. By selecting 
Narasimha Rao prematurely, the 
selectors have placed themselves in 
a dilemma because they don’t know 
whether to keep him or drop him as 
he has been successively unsuccessful. 

Shivlal Yadav has impressed but 
seeing him in the Delhi Test, I got 
the impression that he wasn’t spinn¬ 
ing the ball or fiightirtg it to any 
great extent. Whenever ht; did try 
to flight the ball, he ended up tossing 
it and until he learns to coordinate 
the two. his place in the team cannot 
be secure. Ananl Vatslaya could then 
push him hard. Not only is he a 
natural fiightei of the ball, he spins 
a lot too. Moreover, his age is just 
correct—17 or 18. 

Had I been a .selector I would havt 
definitely played some more new 
blood in the last three series. Maybe, 
the final selection would have been 
none other than these three, but at 
least there would have been the 
satisfaction of having tried. Also, one 
would have gained some pointers foi 
the future, 

1 am convinced that India’s bowling 
attack in the future will have to be 
built on spinners—the success of Kapil 
Dev notwithstanding. If the Board 
doesn’t realise this and adopt .i 
systematic approach to gi'owing new 
talent, we could be in trouble. The 
Board must make up its mind about 
what kind of attack India should have 
in the future—spin-based or pace-- 
based—and make wickets accordingly. 
Preparing pitches that help neither 
is serving no purpose. On this derision 
rests the future of Indian cricket. 


(Courtesy : 'Ravwer') 



PAKISTAN vs CENTRAL ZONE 

Batting 

battery 

starts 

firing 

PAKIM'AN( CKICKE'raRS 
I opt-^ned their India tour with a 
draw dl Ihr* Man Sinfth Sta¬ 

dium whi< h cn< iu>.cs an arena that 
hardly looks Uk{‘ a cricket ground 
But it was a tvpe of draw which 
sent the Jaipur crowds back home 
happy. 

Landing on Indian ^oiJ, Asit Iqbal, 
the }*aki.slaiii captain, had said that 
his team would do thcii best to give 
the Indian crowds thcjr money s 
worth, AjkJ judging by their dis¬ 
play on Novoniber 11. 12 and 13, it 
seemed th<it it wui not one of those 
diplomatic slLitium uLs which mean 
nothing. 

A.sil him.M‘U was pleased with his 
men’s'p<n h)i manccs in the fust out 
ing in India. ' We did well as a 
tbam. We in<»naged to get the runs 
and oui bowders also did whatever 
could bi*. oxpi'cted oi them on this 
type of wicket. And if this type ot 
wickets are prepared then there is 
nut enough to piay for a result. We 




should have four-day games^ said 
the Pakistani skipper. 

Whatever little help the wicket, 
with a surface of clay mixed with 
mown grass, had to pifer, went to 
the spinner.s and debonair Imran 
Khan was the only quickie to bag 
a wicket in the match. 

To get at least some amount of 
furn, the spinners had to flight the 
ball. Off-spinner Gopal Sharina did 
exactly that whenever he was asked 
to bowl for the Central Zone team. 

That little boy bowled the best,** 
^aid Asif and added, “he gave the 
ball plenty of air and that is how he 
vvas able to get some bounce from 
the wicket.” Rajinder Singh Hans, 
he left-arm spinner, Asif thought. 
Ijowled too flat. 

Even three declarations failed to 
produce any definite result and only 
the wicket was to blame for this a.s 
really it helped nobody. Apart Irom 
the wicket, Asif was all praise for 
those who looked after the Pakis¬ 
tanis, stay in Jaipur. “Tliey are kill 
mg us with their hospitality," he 
said. 

N O TEAM COULD HAVE WISHED 
for a better opening day’s cric 
ket on a tour. The captain won the 
lo.'^s and the batting clicked from 
the word go. ITiere was a full house 
of Over 35,000 and every stroke was 
applauded. 

Majid was first tc get an half- 
century — a bright 55 to be prec4^ 
— and ho batted like a man who 
was enjoying himself. Each one ol 



Ved Raj not hesitate to tiook 
an Imran 


Majid’s eight fours was Jiunly 
struck with the middle of the bat 
His innings came to an end when he 
drove Gopal Sharnia into the hands 
of Suresh Shastri at rnid-on. Palcis 
lanis, who earlier lost Sadiq cheaply, 
were then two down for 68 

But the Pakistani batting lost 
none of its brilliance. In fact, wiih 
Zaheer Abbas and iaved Miandad at 
the wicket, the runs came in a gush¬ 
ing torrent. At lunch, their tc'tal. 
put up on a sconiboard loo pimy^toi 
a stadium of the .size of the Sawai 
Man Singh Stadium, was a suniptu 
ous 139 for two. 

The Central Zone bowlers Hans. 
Gopal Sharma, Partbasiirathy Sharma 
?pd Shastri, trying to get what little 
they could get from the heartless 
track, struggled on manfullv as 
Zaheer and Miandad returned to 
raise the Pakistani total to 193, add¬ 
ing 125 runs for the third wicket in 
only 95 minutes. Then Zaheer com¬ 
mitted bis only mistake and was out. 
He mistimed a sweep off left-^rrn 
spinner Shastri and spooned a catch 
to Kuldip Mathur. Zaheer’s 68 was 
made in 12J minutes off 108 bails. 
He hit seven fours, one five and one- 
six, a crisply struck cover drive 
sjbortly before lunch being the best 
stroke of the day. 

Ibe quality of batting, however, 
was not the same after that. Wasim 
Hasan Raja does not possess the 
same flair as some others, though 
he is second to none in his useful¬ 
ness to the side. The scoring rate 
slumped considerably. However, 
there was no denying Miandad hU 
century. He achieved it after being 


.p.'s 
sorrow 

O NCE AGAIN THE COMPOSI- 
tioa of the Central Zone team 
created a stir. The Anal etevem se- - 
keted to play against the touring 
Pakistan at Jaipur clearly showed 
ttie domination of a particular 
State. 

When the Vt-member team was 
announced, it was stated that 
though Madhya Pradesh’s Chandu 
Sarwate, a former Test cridccter, 
would be the • manager of 
team, the Anal eleven would be 
announced by Kishen Rungta, 
chairman of the zone’s selection 
committee, from Rajasthan. Par 
thasarathy Sharma, captain of the 
side, is also from the same State. 
And both of tnem ckarly showed. 
their fascination for flajasthan 
players. 

Of the three MP crldceters,' 
only, 23-year.old Sanjeev Bao, an 
•ttp<^d<onung opening batsman, 
was selected. But Kuldip Mathur 
of Rajasthan, was asked to open 
the zone’s innings with seasoned 


K igner Vijay Telang of Vi' 
I, only to lose bis wideet 
early, off Imran Khan. Rao, rec¬ 
koned highly by a leading cridwt 
writer to be incbided in ^ Pre¬ 
sident Xl’s match, against the 
Pakistanis, was forced to go in at 
No. 5 and was soon ntn-onC thanks 
to ‘rnnont expert' Psrdiasin’athy 
Sharma. 

Uttar Pradedi's leading left<«nn 
medium-paoer Anil Mathur, who 
was his State's highs^ WjUaii^ 
taker In ^ Bs^i LeaffUe last 
season and had also pl^y«d mgiin?f 
the West Infiaiis. was mtrptwngly 
left out. And the vacant igai was 
tidcen by Rajasthan’s Vfnod Ma- 
^ur, who pmnrmed Ih the 
mateh. The 22-year-old 
pacer Pradeep. Baneiriee of air, 
who bad also played against the 
West Indians last year, was wd 
eon^dered for the side, . 

indoded.two ^ ^ , . 

kfbarnt Aid. ^ .liiyar 

who was Mft.'oat was N^s ^ns 
kg-spin aind' ibhglir .bowler 'Anaiw 
Patil, ^ only bowter of thk Idiid 
in tbe eoi^/ aiM ^ M the .«ry 
few in iMpm orldcet these days. 

SUJE.ET MOWANTY . 

■ S. , , . , ■ mmJ, ■■111*11 itifi'i’ 1 .‘.1 ■ ih d i 



dropped by Hans at mld-off oft 
Partnasarathy Sharma ai 30. After 
that escape^ Miandad kept bia shot5 
low and a couple of his cover driven 
almost matched the excellent one b) 
Zaheer. Uia unbeaten 110 was 
scored in 210 minutes and contained 
10 fours. And before declarinjBf his 
team’s inning closed. Asif delighted 
the crowd with a six off Hans. This, 
incidentally, was his only scoring 
stroke. 

When Imran sent down his ex 
press bouncers, slowed down by the 
unresponsive wicket, the crowd 
loved every moment of it When he 
had Kuldip Mathur caught by Bari 
with the home total only at four, 
the crowd was all expectancy. But 
that was all the Pakistanis had to 
show in terms of wickets in the 45 
minutes (14 overs) they were in the 
held on the first day. 

CJSNTRAL ZONE BATSMEN 

* on the second morning showed 
that they were quite willing to res¬ 
pond to the Pakistani cnallenge. 
Vijay Telang led the way with. a 
hara-hitting knock of 66 which in- 
eluded a hooked six off the slim, 
wnippet-like fast bowler from Kara¬ 
chi. Mkandei Bakht, who is better 
known to his teammates as 'Smily^ 
a.& he always keeps smiling. Teiang. 
an aggressive opener, bit nine fours 
and a chalhengiog six. He also 
hooked Imran to tlic boundary when 
the Pakistani star fa.st l>owler sent 
down bouncers. These strokes clear¬ 
ly discouraged Imran from wasting 


Fire away! 

H ow QUICKLY TOT TOOTING 
P«ki$Uiiils soorea in tbdr first 
ifiatcb against Oentjral ?w»e at 
Jaipur can be ganged from tbe 
foUowiaX statistics: 

fin* Instaup: Hi^ Kban fi&(71 
ntn, n bails filbnra). Zi^r 
Afibbs 68(121 mts. 
fours I flwe, 1 

not out U0(2ia arts., Ifi 

fottirsK Wtto 42 (84 iBtsiv.4 
fonts). AsIf ItfNirW 
15 bali^. Tbtbl S(l 
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in 200 m^min 
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( entral Zone open&r Vxjay Telang ^rvwf^s a confident Ibv) appeal off 
Jqbal Qasim 

his energy by bowling bouncers. He 


better reserve it for more encourag¬ 
ing tracks. 

While the stubborn Anil Bhanot 
provided the stability at one end 
wkh an innings ut 58. scored in 230 
minutes. Parthasarathy Sharma rei¬ 
terated his position as the zone's 
leading batsman wKh a sound 70 
(with 10 fours) in 156 minutes. Com 
ing as it did after his 96 against the 
Australians at Nagpur earlier this 
season, you cannot deny the man 
that status, even if it is difficult for 
the national selectors tu find him a 
place in the 'I>est XL 

But there was still quite a bit of 
batting and fight left alter Partha¬ 
sarathy Sharma left. To remove the 
pugnacious Ved Raj and Viuod 
Mathur, Asif took the new ball. Ved 
Raj. as followers of schools cricket 
in the last few seasons know, is 
quite a specialist as an opening bats¬ 
man. Ine former India Schools 
wicketrkeeper and captain, who has 
DOW quaUhed to play for Central 
Zone as be has joined the Railways, 
removed Imran from the firing line 
with two well-timed strokes for four 
and then lifted left-arm spinner Iqbal 
(Dasim over the extra cover fence —: 
the last one indeed was gem of a 
stroke. It was all due to the exqui¬ 
site timing from a man, or, rather, 
still a boy, who has very little power 
or weight in his frame. His o3 in 
eluded three fours and a six. Vinod 
Mathur was stumped for 30 and waj; 
at the crease for an hour. 

What a start it would have been 
for the Central Zone attack had 
Suresh Shastri at mid-wicket not 
dropped Majid off the very first ball 
of tne second innings bowled by 
Anil Deshpande ! However, a wic¬ 
ket did fall before the draw of 


stumps. It was not that of Majid, 
but of Sadiq who was trapped Ibw 
off Hans for a quick 18. Talking of 
the day’s play the Pakistani skipper 
could not check himself from prais¬ 
ing Ved Raj. “That young wicket- 
keeper-batsman of yours is really 
good,’' Asif remarked. 

B eginning the third and 

final day at 27 for one and with 
a lead of 60 runs, the Pakistanis put 
on 284 for the loss of five wickets 
before Asif declared the inning.s 
c:lo.sod a few minutes before tea. 

Asif himself in partnership with 
Imran put up a display of fiix^works 
lx?fore the declaration. Tlieir fourth- 
wicket stand raised 105 runs in only 
12 miniitps. Asif hit two sixes and 
six fours in his 61 off 106 balls be¬ 
fore he was caught by Vinod 
Mathur at long-on and Imran cracked 
two sixes and eight fours off 83 balls 
For 74 before he was stumwd off 
Shastri 

The declaration could have come 
e:rlier, but the two Wasirns. Raja 
and Bari, were allowi^d some batting 
practice 

As in Central Zone*.s first innings, 
Telang again caught the eye with 
.some hefty hits which included one 
SIX and a few others which landed 
' cry near the boundary. The open¬ 
ing baisTnan left after an enjiwable 
knock of 3B in 65 minutes, halving 
struck five fours and one six. 

Only eight ituht over.s of the 
nuniddtary 20 remained when Telang 
ieft. Two more wickets fell cheapl> 
but there was no cause for alarm 
And as the match drifti*^] to a draw 
It was announied tlia-t Ja\ed Mian- 
'dad bad been declared “Man of the 
Match'* 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jaipur 
PIX : RAJU 





I lAlPUB; 

I ^THE VISITING PAKIS 
* tani team began their 
sentimental tour of Indir 
] ivith a match against Central 
ZU>iie at ‘Pink City’ Jaipur, 

' which celebrated its 250th 
anniversary only last year. 

• The visitors were given a 
traditional Rajasthani wel- 
come at the Sanganer air- 
; port when three young wo- 
' men dressed in colourful 
Rajasthani attire, ‘ghaghra 
; 04 hani\ applied ‘tilak’ on the 
forehead of Him visiting cri- 
i cketers. But the reception 
i which they got at Hotel 
; Mansingh was memorable. 

Soft music greeted the 
mighty cricketers when theii 
. bus entered the hotel premi 
, aes. Two elephants wiirr 
; deployed at the hotel gate 
I and they raised their trunks 
\ to give the visitors an “ole* 

<; pbantinc welcome”. 

« Mr P. R. Mansingh, the 
public relation officer of the 
( Pakistani team, representing 
; the Indian Cricket Board is 
treated like “bade bliai” by 
the Pak cricketers. Mr Man- 
; sIngh went to Pakistan as 
V second official of the Indian 
(; team. Some members jocu- 
! farly pulled Mr Mansingh’s 
'r leg when at the Hotel Man- 
: Singh lounge they asked 
; him “hamare khatir aapne 
Jaipur mein apnc naam kahi 
^ hotel khol diya?” (For our 
i; comfort you have opened a 
hotel bearing your own 
name?) 

! The Jaipur match served 
Si. as the platform for reunion 
r of two Oxford mates, Imran 
y Khan and Vikram Mehta. 

both of whom studied eco* 

I nomics. Vikram Mehta, son 
I' of former Foreign Secretary 
r Mr Jagat Mehta, is a proba 
\ tionary IAS officer at Jaipur 
' and is working as city magis- 
trate. 

I; The Pink City, with its 
; historical background, inspire 
'' 9d vioe-captain Majid Khan 
most. Majid, who studied 
history at Cambridge like bis 
father Dr Jehangir Khan, 
served as a good tourist 
r, guide to his teammates. Ma- 
! jid explained to them the 
. Importance^ of Jaipur in In- 
' dian history, stressing the 
,, illiancc of the Moghuls and 
i; the Jaipur royal family. It 
-J was particularly inter^ng 
, to hear from him why Em¬ 
peror Akbar married his 
; {eoeral Manslngh’s sister 
lodhabai. 

The Jaipur match attrao 
:ed Pakistan’s ambassador, 
'f !dr Abdus Sattar and his 
wife, along with several Pa¬ 
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kistan Embassy officials, as 
also former Foreign Secre¬ 
tary Jagat Mehta. The main 
pavilion, where they were 
seated, looked like the venue 
of a diplomatic conferena; 
between the two countries. 

The Rajasthan Cricket 
Association had arranged to 
screen two popular movies, 
“Pakheeza” and “Mughal-e- 
Azam*\ brand new prints of 
which were procured from 
the producers in Bombay. 
The films were to be screen¬ 
ed at the dty’s best theatpe, 
Rajmandir, which is known 
for its architectural beauty 
and interior decor. The 
Pakistanis were told that the 
movies could be screened to 
them only in the morning 
when the theatre was not 
showing any other him. But 
the visitors preferred to 
have net practice—to prove 
Asif Iqbal’s point “We are 





here basically to play cri¬ 
cket.” 

A FIXTURE AT JAIPUR 
also earned the tourists 
a holy bonus. Half the tour¬ 
ing party motored down to 
the holy city Ajmer and 
visited the Gharib Nawaz 
Khwaza Moinuddin Chisti’s 
Dargah and offered prayers 
at the holy shrine. Members 
of the team were briefed by 
their family members about 
the importance of the Ajmer 
Dargah. The tourists were 
received by the Khadim of 
the Dargah and the visitors 
offered chaddar at the Ma- 
zar. About eight months ago, 
when the Pakistani under-19 
team toured India, the two- 
day match against Central 
Zone was specially shifted 
from Nagpur to Ajmer to 
enable the Pak boys to visit 
the holy shrine. The. less 
religious members of the 


team, who did not go to 
Ajmer, visited the Amber 
Fort at Jaipur and were daz¬ 
zled to see the Sheesh Ma 
hal’s beautv. 

The tourists were given a 
dull and lifeless wicket at 
Sawai Man Singh Stadium* 
The multiple stadium has 
the circle of a dusty athle¬ 
tics cinder track which for¬ 
med part of the outfield. The 
uneven oufiteld, particularly 
the athletics ground, was not 
safe for fielding. The sandy 
track was not watered be¬ 
cause the local water supply 
department snapped the sup¬ 
ply since they were not giv¬ 
en complimentary tickets for 
the match. The outer part 
of the stadium was sandy 
and. whenever a strong wind 
blew, it gave the spectator 
the look of a desert storm. 

Jaipur, which is making 
tall claims for staging a 
Test match and has reques¬ 
ted the Cricket Board that 
It be considered an alter¬ 
native to Kanpur in Central 
Zone for staging Tests, shall 
have to improve the ground 
conditions to fulfil its dream. 
Mr Prem Sagar of Bihar, 
who was the Cricket Board's 
official observer was. how¬ 
ever, happy with the facili¬ 
ties and arrangements. That 
is, everything except the 
ground condition. 

All visiting teams enjoy 
the hospitality of the sports- 
minded ruling . family of 
Jaipur. Clive Lloyd’s team of 
1974 carried home happy 
memories of the soft" foun¬ 
tain and armoury and the 
decorated walls of the City 
Palace when Rajmata Gaya- 
tii Devi and Maharaja Bha- 
wani Singh invited the 
Caribbeans. It was shehnai 
and traditional dance, which 
won the hearts of the invi¬ 
tees. and also the Rajmata’s 
charming personality. 

The Pakistanis were also 
offered similar feast.s. They 
were shown the ' history of 
Jaipur through coloured sli¬ 
des of Kaushal Bhargav, and 
the famous peacock and 
ghumar dance followed by a 
sumptuous dinner. Then the 
boys were taken to the disco 
room of the palace, where 
Sikander Bakht and Muda- 
ssar Nazar showed their 
talent in dancing also. How¬ 
ever, majestic Majid Khan 
was seen elaborating on the 
role of Jaipur in the Moghul 
era to Wasim Bari's depute 
TasHm Arif, who Is equally 
Ji^reated in history like 
MaJld. 

PRAKASH BHANDARi 
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All the 
statistics 

VIJAYAN BALA 

Wjrm INDIA PLAYING SO MANY 
VV Tests It is both interesting and 
slightly risl^ to write about Test 
records. Who knows whidi record 
Gavaskar will have set by the time 
this comes out in print? Still, here 
goes. 

Gavaskar’s Test record as India’s 
captain has been eietremely success* 
ful. In 13 Tests as cantain, he 
has yet to taste defeat; India has won 
4 of them and drawn the rest. Dilip 


Doshi’s 27 wickets la the series 
against Australia is tl^ best for an 
Indian bowler in hl$ debut serieg-*- 
the ideal escample of he who laughs 
last laughs the loudest And Dilip is 
only the eighth Indian bowler to take 
26 or more wickets in a series. 


Kapil is another on the record* 
breaking trail His 55 wickets in one 
year beat Mankad’s existing one of 
52 Further, by taking 28 wickets in 
the last series, Kapil became the first 
Indian pace bowler to take more than 
25 wickets in a series (Ghavri bowls 
both pace and spin). 

Perhaps the best has yet to come 
for Kapil With 68 wickets and 745 
runs in Test cricket, Kapil is hot on 
the heels of two records standing in 


the name of tan Botham* Kapil will^ 
be 21 on January 6 next year and 
stands a good chance of reaching the 
double before Botham’s fastest'ever 
at the age of 23 years and 279 days. 
Then, Botham toted up the double 
over a period of 2 years and 33 days; 
Kapil’s been around for 13 months 
onfy and, as everybody knows, India 
will be playing seven Test matches 
starting November 21. 


Before we turn to facts and figures 
of the Indo-Australia series, another 
pointer to a milestone. Dilip Veng 
sarkar needs only 125 more runs to 
complete 1,000 runs in the calendar 
year. Gavaskar and Vishwanath await 
him there. Will this be the first time 
that three players from one country 
have adileved this feat in the same 
year? Let the answer await the feat 


INDIA BAXTINO : 



T 

I 

N.O. 

R 

HR. 

O 

F 

Avg. 

ct 


B 

R 

W 

Avg. 

Vishwanath 

5 

0 

1 

618 

151* 

2 

a 

74 00 

4 






Klrmani 

4 

7 

8 

285 

m* 

1 

1 

57 00 

U|8 (0t) 

Dymock 

1218 

580 

24 

24.17 

Gavaskar 

4 

S 

0 

420 

128 

2 

2 

53.18 

2 

Border 

812 

110 

a 

86.67 

T Snarma 

S 

8 

2 

804 

IVO* 

1 

2 

60.67 

2 

Tardley 

854 

881 

10 

88.10 

Chauhan 

4 

4 

0 

880 

94 

0 

4 

47 60 

4 

Biggs 

1865 

700 

14 

50.14 

Vengaarkar 

6 

8 

0 

872 

112 

1 

8 

46.60 

6 

Hon 

1164 

691 

11 

58.78 

GhavH 

4 

6 

a 

148 

85 

0 

1 

37.00 

3 

Taltop 

94 

60 

1 

6AOO 

Kapil Der 

4 

7 

1 

212 

88 

0 

1 

85 83 

8 

Also bowled 

Whatmore 0*11 

I 

a* 

1 

1 

s 

1 

2 

8 

1 

85 

SO* 

0 

0 

17,50 

8 






r. Sink 

1 

1 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

1600 

1 

OBNTURIM (INDIA) t 




Tadav 

5 

4 

1 

IS 

18 

0 

0 

400 

1 

\ 





Venkatv 










Vishwanath 141* <and 

Test, 

Bangalore) and 

raghavan 

8 

8 

1 

9 

4* 

0 

0 

4.50 

8 

Now Delhi) 





M. Amaniath 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

ZOO 

2 

esavaskar 128 (4Ch Teat, Bombay) and U6 (4th T 

Doshl 

4 

4 

1 

8 

3 

0 

0 

1.00 

0 

Vengaarkar 112 

(2nd Test. Bangalore) 



NOns : V«iig«^lour took one eetch as wloket-keoper. Amn l4a 
took a catelwa aa auhotituta and Roger Binny one cateh aa sub- 
aatatA 


AUSTRALIA BOWLlNa : 


a W 
<D 
a 
0 
0 
X 
0 
0 


10 w 
(M) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


meep 0-14S 


Klrniaiii 101* (Sth Test Bombay 
Tashpal Sharina lOO* (4th Test. New Delhi). 

ORinrlJBlM (AUSTRALIA} i 


INDIAN BOWLlim { 



a 

R 

W 

Avg. 

5 W 

18 W 

VlthwanatR 

21 

U 

1 

11.00 

a> 

0 



54 

28 

1 

28.00 

0 

Q 

gas”" 

1889 

688 

28 

28.85 

2 

0 

1888 

680 

27 

28.88 

2 

0 

Tadav 

1408 

879 

24 

24.00 

0 

0 

Oliavrl 

Vankat- 

1196 

555 

U 

80.05 

0 

0 

rsghavan 

876 

809 

4 

5l«RI 

0 

0 

Mkraahnha Rao 284 

120 

2 

40.00 

0 

0 

Also bowled 

Gavaskar 0*10. Amamath (hl2 gnd T 

Slnh 0*29 


AU8TRALU RATmiO i 


TaUop 147 (5th Teat. Cklcutta) 
Border 143 (let Teat. Madras) 
Hughes 100 (1st Test. Madras) 


svAioMi aaimuk.} i 

First wtoksi^lIB Gavaskar and Chauhan (0th Teat, Bombay) 
and 114 Oavaakar and Ohauhaa (Ard Test. Kanpur) 

Second w{ekei*-ll7 Ohauhan and Vetigsarkar (0th Teat. 
Gkictttta) 

Third iMuX —359 Gavakkar and Vishwanath (4th Test, New 
Delhi): 1J4 Vengaarkar|Tashpat Sharma and Vlafawanatti (5th 
Test, Oaleulta) and Ug Ohaubsn and Vishwanath <9rd Teat. 
Kanpur) 

Fourth wlckst-*459 Vangsarkar and VIRiwanath (tnd Test. 
Bangalorv) 

eighth wickstr-dar Xtaminiil and OhAvri (gth Test, Bombay) 



T 

1 M.O. 

R 

H.8. 

0 

r 

Avg. 

Ct 

Hughes 

4 

12 

2 

594 

100 

1 

5 

59.40 

5 

Border 

9 

12 

2 

621 

140 

1 

8 

43.40 

4 

Tardleur 

8 

5 

1 

154 

61* 

0 

1 

88.00 

1 

TaUop 

BUdit^ 

9 

12 

1 

428 

147 

1 

2 

88.45 

0 

• 

li 

0 

318 

95 

0 

3 

JAOi 

2 

Wright 

6 

u 

4 

156 

86* 

0 

1 

31.38 

lOp 

Whatinoro 

5 

10 

0 

ISO 

77 

0 

2 

22.00 

12 

Hasp 

2 

4 

0 

86 

44 

0 

1 

21.25 

0 

Wood 

2 

4 

0 

48 

88 

0 

0 

20.75 

1 

Barling 

5 

9 

1 

158 

68 

q 

1 

1975 

0 

Dymock 

6 

9 

2 

108 

8l* 

a 

0 

14.71 

0 

Vbn 

8 

ID 

2 

64 

19 

0 

0 

8.19 

a 


4 

9 

8 

88 

U 

0 

0 

4.00 

1 

ttant 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1 

Parttr agd Lawson did 
2 oatoheg as sohitltute and 

an p)4]r«4 ntjr Ten, mtw i 
FmW 1 ntm u Mbemala 


^20 


OBHTOXT KCAKD UVMIBAUA) i 

SMond wtiiket—lAr Hildltibh aiKI Sor4«r (4th TMt. Nmir 
IMbl) «ii(t ua Btldltoh aad Bordw (M Twt, IMrw) 

ThiHt vl8k«C>>^ Bort«r utd Bkiiaim (in WUHbtm), 
JM ralloii UKt Hugbw Sth T«n, ChieutM) attd 131 Bord«r md 
HUchM (dth TMt, Boobdy). 

ftVB vm momm wxokbm im ak imhimcmi i 


Oonil (Itodta) 3401 ((Mmt) in Vm. want nad 648 «th 
Ten, homtay. 

KapU Dw (India) 6*74 dth Taat. CMmitta and »-33 dth Taat, 
New DalhL 


B> •> Cawali 


t*. Aunraiid im-n s T«n« sa wtc-. 
Tan. iu4nn. 



TEK om 1B08UB WlOKBTa IM MAXCTL; 

Dymock (Australia) 12-166 Srcl TeBi, Kiiupur. 

OfDlAN BaWUBEfl TO TAILS 2ft OE HOES WlC^KSTa IN A 

TMT mmam%^ 

B. S, ChaiKiraftekluMr va Bagland imk73 5 Tests 85 wickets 
V. M- Monkad vs. England 19ii>l*52 5 Tests 34 wickets 
8 P. Ctipie vs. New Zealana 1956-56 5 Testa 84 wickets. 

B. a Bcdl r, AustralUliff'7'78 5 Tests 31 wickets 

keis 

B. S. Cliamlraaekher vs, Australia 1977’78 5 Tests 2H wu- 
kets. 

Kapil Dev vs. Auatralla 1978 6 Testa 2H wickets. 

D. E. Doahi (in debut) va. Auatralia *4978 C Tests 27 wickets. 
K. D. GKavri va. Weal Indlea li78'79 6 Tei^t^ 27 wlcketa. 

3. P. Gupta va, Waat lodiaa 1952>^3 5 Testa 27 wickets. 

E. A. S Praaaima vs Ausirahu 1869 5 7 Vsi.s 26 «rtcki‘U. 

V. K. Mankad va. Paklaton 1952-53 4 TeaU 25 wicketa. 

EL A. S. Praaanna va. AuatralU 1867-68 4 Testa 25 wickets. 
B. E Bedl va, HSngUnd 1972-73 5 Testa 25 wkkalB, 

B. 8. Bedl va. EngUiad 1975-77 ft Testa 26 wickaU. 

INDXA'6 INNINGS WIN 

1961- 62 va. ESnglanct ftth Teat Madras Innings end 8 nina. 

1962- 63 va. Pakiatan let Teat New Delhi Innings and 70 runs 
1966-56 vs New Zealand 2nd Teat, ikitnbay. Innings ainl 

27 runs 

196A'66 va. New Zealand 5th Teel Madras Innings and 
109 rune. 

1977-78 va. Australia 4th Teat Sydney Innings and 2 runs. 
1979 vs. Australia 6th Test Bombay Innings and 10<» runs. 
NOTE : NandAlal Shivlal Tadav, ^ 22-year-old olt-spinnor 
from Hyderabau. who made his 'j o«i debut in tho Ki»con<i 
at Bangalore, had the distinction of diamisaing all the M 
Australians who plvyed in the alx-Teat series. 


.'O'. 


Career averages 

T ie career averages op the Indian fk^uad por 

the Bangalore Teat is as foUowa * 

BATTING 




■ :*• ‘I'i .'^>*1-. ..T’' 





BOWLING 

Hmm mo* Bmm. Wkto. Ave- 

O. P. a ChMiban lU 12 1 H** 

P. R. IM«hl 18SS 680 27 » » 

a 2L OvnuSur m iU i 12A 00 

K. ». 4Mianl BWi 2678 7« 8*.» 

Kapil Dav Nlkhan) KOB 8U» <8 31.00 

O. a Tensaarkar M JO 0 — 

a. a. VliilmnMMth 20 88 1 36.00 

a Tadanr. • JM6 618 34 21.00 

^^tlha oth«* Iw** aitiMr »et ptayad m XMts or not bowiea in 


m--' 










'-^iT 








Dilip Da*M^27 wickets in o Mrtev, 



eAlBH3BU«49 t’MVN 














News: National 



ASIAN WneSTUNG 

Indians 
on the 
mat 


I RAN IS THE WRESTLING ARM 
of Asia. This was amply de¬ 
monstrated in the first Asian Wrest¬ 
ling Championship at the Guru 
Gi&nd Singh Stadium^ JuUundur 
when it finished ahead of all the 
Dther Asian partidpatina nations and 
woo the General IVophy rollecting 
10 pomts. tt be recalled ^at 
Iran currently undergoing a serious 
political shake-up, did not take part 
in the last Asian Games held at 
Bangkok in 197R Iran was partici 
pating after the Teheran Asian 
Games i.e after four years* lay-off 


Iran's victoiy is more siimificant in 
lie sense that it relegated Japan, a 
formidable opponent to the second 
>pot« Japan. Ilte winner of the over 
all championship in the 1978 Bang 
kok Asiad finished dose on Iran^ 
heels earning 38 points. Iran collect 
ed four gold medals, two silver and 
three bronze whereas Japan struck 
five gold, one silver and ope bronze. 
India was third, pocketing fix silver 
and two bronze. Mongolia and frao 
did not partidpate in the wrestling 
fleet Both these countries were 
;trong enough and could have upset 
ihe applecart of the winning nations. 


For India, this wrestling meet was 
a near disaster. At the last Asian 
Games, India had bagged two gold 
medals and a silver But this pme, 
India failed to win any gold medal 
and bad to remain content with only 
silver-aod-b r o n z e' performance. 
South Korea. Pakistan and China 
finished in that order after India. 
China for the first time took part in 


an Intemational team event as a 
full fiedged team The Koreans won 
one silver medal and two bronze 
while the Pakistanis had the distinc- 
tion ot winning one gold and one 
iironze medal. China should thank 
heir stars that they did not return 
medalless like Sri Lanka did. Some 
of their wrestlers were utterly unfit 
for wrestling. The Iranians won all 
'he three bouts in whidi they parti 
ripated on the final day. 


In the 62 kg^ the first bout 
between Tsunoo Tags of Japan and 
Yang Jang Mo was a grdait tussle. 
It was also the most tmUling. Tags 
IS the reigning world diamjdoa In 
this class wmle South Korean Jana 
Mo is the gold medallist of the 1976 
Olympics. Jang Mo started in great 







r 


bout up 

Switw StSh TbS 

Tuga snr^ ahead te move to M 
at the end of the Brat round. In the 
5 ecoiid round, Taga did not loosen 
the grip and scored point after point 
even though at moments he looked 
very tired. At the end of the 
second round, Taga was ahead of 
Jang Mo wkh a lead of 14-6. 
This was an unassailable lead. 
Sensing the danger, Jang Mo tried 
desperately in the nnai round to pull 
Taga down--4iat on the mat, but 
Taga sensibly disallowed bis oppo¬ 
nent such a hold. Taga won on 
points (17-H). Tsunco Taga picked 
up the gold while the South Korean 
Jang Mo got only the bronze as he 
was earlier beaten bv Iran’s Abdulee 
who collected the silver medal 

The remaining three bouts went j 
Iran's way. In the second bout 
the final day. Mohammed Mohebbi 
of Iran grappled with South Korea's 
Kohjm Won in the 74 kg class. 
Mohebbi proved too good for the 
Korean and easily won the bout on 
points. 

To the delight of the Sunday 
crowd then entered India's Budh 
Singh to fight Iran's H. Mohebld in 
the 90 kg diass* Whatever hopes 
India had of winning a gold medal 
at thio meet rested on Budh Singh, 
who was making his debut in the 
international arena. Charged by a 
homely atmosphere, Buah Singh 
dominated his rival and scored 2 
points in the beginning. The crowd 
was up on its toes and applauded 
Budh Singh with full-throati cries 
as he raced to a S-2 lead. But the 
Iranian soon came to terms with the 



Budh Singh turned a little slow 
in the second round and this proved 
to be his undoing. Taking advan¬ 
tage of it. Mohebbi brought Budh 
Singh under his tight grip and floor¬ 
ed the Indian, winning the bout by 
a fall With this defeat evaporated 
India's hopes of winning any gold 
medal 


pkNE, OF THE MAIN GOLD 
” prospects for India was Kartar 
Singh who had won the gold medal 
in the 90 kg class at the Bangkok 
Asian Gaines. It was Kartar’v 


The overall Team Championship • 


Country 

1. Tran 

2. Japan 

3. India 

4. S. Korea 
5 Pakistan 

6. P. R China 


Points earned 

40 

38 

34 

15 

14 

12.5 


maiden appearance in the 100 kg 
division. In the first round, Kartar 
Smgb was given a bye. In the next 
round, Kartar was placed against 
Japan's Yoshiatu Vatsu. Kartar 
found in Yatsu a tough customer. 
Though Kartar, who hails from 
Amri^ar was lustily cheered by a 
vast Punjabi crowd, he could not 
match his rival Tlie bout was fierce¬ 
ly contested. However, Yatsu won 
the bout on polnt.s During the con¬ 
test, at one moment, blood oozed out 
from Kartar Singh’s mouth, hut the 
Indian wrestler continued bravely- 
But Kartar Singh made amends 
next day when he met Iran’s Sule- 




Budh Singh (above) againtt Mchd* 
H* of Iran ki the final of 

the 90 kg mtegorg* The Iranian taon 
by a fM. 


inaoL Shoiving the advantage of a 
lot of intemationai experience, Kar¬ 
tar fought the formidable Iranian 
with great mastery and authority. 
Right from the first bell, Kartar was 
ahead of the Iranian but no one 
expected Kartar Singh to drag Sitlo* 
man! to his doom so suddenly. 
Amidst mounting excitement w- 
around, Kartar Singh pinned down 
the Iranian grappler and rode on 
his chest wKn ms bands up in the 
air in sheer ecstasy. The crowd rose 
to its feet and roared. About 50 
Iranian students^ including two girls, 
had come specify from Chandigarh 
to cheer their wrestlers but one of 
the Iranian girls started weeping 
bitterly at the sight In the hope of 
a good snap, a local photograi^r 
rushed towaf^ her but she resented 
it and showed her ire. Iranian 
students surrounded the photogra¬ 
pher. Meanwhile, Indian spectators 
too arrived at the scene. It was a 
tense moment hut the Police, how¬ 
ever, intervened promptly and 
brought the situation under control 


The winners of the silver medals 
for India were: Mahavir Singh (48 
kg). Ashok Kumar (52 kg). Jagmin- 
der Singh (68 k^, Budh $in^ (90 
kg), Kartar Sin^ (100 kg) and Sat 
Pal (over 100 kg). The grafmlers 
who won bronze medal for India 
were : Gian Singh in the 57 kg class 
«tnd Rajinder Smgli in the 74 kg. 


The grapplers who won gold 
medals for tbeir respective countries 
were : Takashi Ind in 48 kg from 
Japan, Shoju Motozaw in 52 kg from 
Japan, Mohamad Azeem in 57 
from Pakistan, Tsuneo Taga in 62 
kg from Japan, Akira Miyabara in 
68 kg from Japan, Mobd Mohabbi 
in 74 kg from Iran, Mehdiyuiui in 
82 kg f^om Iran, Mohd H. MohabbS 
In 90 kg from Iran. Yoshiatu Yatsu 
In 100 kg from Japan and Sukute 
Sarai in the over 100 kg dass froia 
Iran. 


HARBANS SINGH VIRDI 




Abdmtee (Mn) kjtag. Mom MM stngh (India) m the 02 kg. AbMoe 


25 




^ y J 


' When I buy a cigarette ! e>;pect 
a toste.tbot goes beyotid the rest. 

This cigarette has a!i t!ie tast€i, 

oh the way—and the v a'/ is Kmgst^e, ,,i 

) 111 sure of rny own style —and this is it. 'd 

Four SQuare. KinQsi/e ' h,' 

FOUR SQUARE KINGS 

All the taste, all theway 

Inilias largest selling kingsiz^ filter cigarettes 




5 'J'AF' TORY 
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Rs. 4/40 for 20 (Local lteM£xtnf. 
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national swimming 

Water- 
baby 
Anita all 
the way 

S ervices regained the men*s 

team championship after a lapse 
of a year* while the Maharashtrays 
women team retained the team title 
In the 36th National Aquatic, Water 
polo and Diving Championships at 
the Sadashivnagar Corporation Swim- 
lug Pool. Bangalore, 

The Maharashtra women's side owe 
much to their 14-year-old schoolgirl, 
Anita Sood, who sanK six records 
making her the most glamorous girl 
of the meet. She stunned the specta 
tors with her remarkable stamina ami 
style while winning the. women's 
ROO m free style, introduced for the 
first time. In the heats sho had time.I | 
10m 49.2s. but improved it consider 
ably iu/the final flOrn 39.Is'-. .She i 
bettered th^ national marks ir the | 
400m free style clocking 5m 12-gs in 
the final. The previous record was 
held by Smita Desai at 27.3s, In 
the 200m individual medlay, she 
clocked 2rn 48.3s in the final, erasing 
the record held by G. Hulme sincf\ 
1970 of 2m 56 5s, She beat the natio 
tial mark of 2rn 33.2s in the 200 iti 
freestyle st.mding in the name of 
Smita Desai since 1977, timing 2m 
27,9s in llfi? final. 

In the 400m individual medlay race 
Introduced for the first time, *he 
clocked 6m 10,6s in the heats,/ and 
Improved it considerably in the final 
(6m 2.8s). But in the lOOin back 
stroke, she stood second Roxanna 
Sethna of her own home State. She 
claimed her sixth gold medal on the 
concluding evening, clinching the 



Kiranmala Devi-^e br 0 ast- 8 troke 
champion. 



Anita Sood—blazing a golden trail. 


100m free style title beating the 11 
year-old record of Rima Dutl (Rajas¬ 
than). 

The first gold of the meet was won 
by T. Thouba of Tamil Nadu, when 
he won the men’s 200m breast stroke 
In record time. Ashis Chakravarty of 


Seven more 

A fter sweeping through 

the titles in the National 
Aquatics, Anita Sood brought 
glory to her country, when she 
won seven golds and two silvers 
in the recently-concluded trian¬ 
gular aquatic contest among India, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka^ held 
in Colombo. She helped India win 
the overall trophy and the 
women's division. The men's 
class was also won by India, as 
also the waterpolo trophy. 

On the first day, Anita set a 
new Sri Lanka record in the 
women’s 800m freestyle. Her 
time of 10m 23.6s broke the record 
held by Renuqa Ranasinghe, She 
went further the next day when 
she set a new meet record in the 
200m freestyle, clocking 2m 24.8s. 
And on the final day, she estab¬ 
lished another new meet record in j 
tbg lOOin freestyle with a timing 
of 1m 6.2s. Her timing also 
equalled the Sri I.»anka record held 
by Renuqa Rangsinghe. 

Indian champion Chandana 
Sarkar won the women’s diving 
with 211.15 points and Roxana 
Sethna. the women^s 206m back¬ 
stroke in 2m 53w9s. Kiranmala 
Devi also set a new meet record 
in the 100m breast^roke with a 
timing of Im 26.9s while Persia 
Madan clocked Im i4.8s to break 
the meet record in the 100m but¬ 
terfly. In the men’s section, B. 
Deb Choudhury bagged a double, 
winning the 400m freestyle wbile. 
T. Thouba set a new meet record 
in the 200m breast, stroke dock¬ 
ing 2m 43.2s. Ashis Chakravarty 
set a meet mark in the 100m 
butterfly timing Im L5s. 


Delhi won the 100m butterfly. Ho 
also won the 200m butterfly, lowei- 
Ing the record held by S. C. Shin 
(Railways) since 1977, clocking 2na^ 
26s. 0.02s better than the old record 

In the men's 400m individual 
medlay. G. Purkait of Railways was 
U?e leader throughoul. In the first 
200m, Purkait was followed by Abhi- 
jil Ghosh of Bengal and Chin Shm 
of Railways. But as the race pro¬ 
gressed it was Purkait, Chin and 
Jacob (Tamil Nadu) in that order, 
and that wa.s how they finished the 
race. 

Kiranmala Devi from Manipur who 
won the gold in the women’s 200in 
breaststroke, also won the lOOrn breas¬ 
tstroke in a I'ccord time. Mridula 
Sashtry of Mdhara.shtra and Ha Paul 
of Bengal finished second and third 
respectively, after fine efl'ort.s. also 
broke the record. / Incidentally I la 
Paul had created the rticord last year. 
These three women had finished In 
the same order in the 200m breast¬ 
stroke. 

The springboard diving for men 
and women kept the aowd in good 
humour for nearly 210 minutes. 19- 
year-old collegian Glenda D’Souzn, 
the champion in 1975-76 clinched the 
gold exoslling all style of diving ex¬ 
cept the reverse one*and a-half some- 
rsaults in which she got one point 
from one of the six judges. In the 
men's section, it was Dam Bahadur 
of Services all the wav. The S rvic'es 
star, who set the National mark last 
,25) finished with 575.25 


What the Railways swimmers could 
not achieve, their waterpolo players 
helped them save face by winning the 
waterpolo title beating a Sirong 
Maharashtra side by six goals to two. 
It wa.s a hard-fought game. The 
spirited Railways side, which had 
been under the guidaac'c of ex-inter¬ 
national Pijus Mitra^ eventiialh' pro 
vailed. In another match. Services 
trounced Bengal in the play-off toi 
the third and fourth position. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bangalore 


year (477 
pointsJ 


The choice of elegant families everywhere. Thackersey Fabrics. An unending range of prints, textures and colours in 
voiles, linos, cambrics, poplins, two x two, dhotis, jacquards, furnishing, CPOA/OC/ZED (pre-shrunk) and TEBILIZED 
(for tested crease resistance) cottons. And polyester blended suitings, shirtings, dress materials and sarees. 
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AILTA 

farce is 
on again 

B y now one thing must 

be admitted that Vijay Amritraj 
has made the Indian Vsg of the tenhis 
Grand Prix a personal thing. He ha§ 
been winning it every alternate year, 
thus if one was to follow the law of 
averages, Vijay should be winning 
the 1979 event in Bombay since last 
year he failed to do so at Calcutta. 

It would be no surprise if Vijay 
did win, at least, when one goes 
through the entry list of the tourna¬ 
ment Except for Amritraj himscll, 
no other player from the top 60 
has found it necessary to enter the 
tournament/ All these years our 
officials pleaded that the $50,000 is 
not enough to induce the players to 
come to India and if the prize money 
was to be raised to $75,000 better 
plavers would be seen. This year the 
Indian Gov'ernment conceded to the* 
Alllndia Tenrus Association’s 

request to sanction $75,000 in forei^;*? 
exchange. But yet the entry list am 
tinues to be bleak. 

Of course, the Maharashtra State 
Lawn Tennis Assodatiou who arc 
hosting the event can r^st content 
with the knowledge that on the Asso- 
datlon of Tennis Professionals’ ^'om* 
puter list all players upto a rankine 
of ] 10 are/ronsidered to have a goo ! 
standard and that the Bombay Grand 
Prix has attracted eight player,s lioni 
this magic figure of 110. All follow 
CIS of the game will no doubt realize' 
that the MSLTA’s figure is highly cx 
aggerated. In actual practice the lop 
AO are considered hot shots of tennis. 

If one has ever wondered why 
MSLTA has taken an odd figure lik*' 
110 and not a round figure of 100 as 
their yardstick—it is because Ramesb 
Krishnan is 109 on the list. Tho 
MSLTA no doubt hopes to cash m 
on the Wimbledon and French Open 
junior champion’s name. ^ 

Why is it that even though it’s 
the seventh year of the Indian Grand 
Prix we still fail to attract the good 
players. When one says good players 
one of course realizes that the Borgs, 
Connorses. McEnroes will not come. 
But what about the Tanners, Gotb 
frieds, Dibbscs, Solomons and Fibaks. 
Why have we not been able to 
attract these players? 

One of the primary reasons is public 
relations. The officials just don't 
seem to know how to go about their 
job. Their task is made even more 
difficult because they don’t know the 
players/And yet we indulge in this 
fai*ce di sending officials to Wimble¬ 
don so that they Can convince players 
to come here. And always the story 
has been very much the same. No 


good players want to come here, the 
only exception being Manuel Orantes 
who came in 1975, Of course, for the 
benefit of the Press and the public 
these officials wave telegrams to say 
that the good players had pulled out 
at the last moment for various vague 
reasons. 

'pHIS YEAR THE MSLTA BE- 
* quested Air India to provide three 
free tickets from Bombay to London 
and back for their officialsAo go to 
Wimbledon. It would be mteresting 
to know what was the arrangement 
between MSLTA and Air India. Was 
the airline in return going to get 
advertising space at the tournament 
proper? Anyway the national carrier 
obliged and these three left for 
Wimbledon, One of the trio even 
managed to use his connections to 
get a grant of R^ 5000 from the All 
India Council of Sports. When it 
conies to officials, funds are always 
available in plenty. It’s only for 
.young promising players that the 



Viiay—Indian Grapd Prix, o persMai 
thing. 


coffers of our national sports bodies 
are empty. 

In public interest one would like 
to know what these officials did at 
Wimbledon and whom they contact¬ 
ed. Considering that so much money 
was spent on their visit what results 
do they have to show for their 'phoren 
trip’. Every year we dish out valuable 
foreign exchange so that officials can 
go abroad for a certain purpose. In 
addition the Government is pas,sing 
out the much needed foreign ex* 
change to the tune of $75,000 for 
second rate players. It’s high time the 
Indian Government asked for ans¬ 
wers from the AIITA and if 
necessary scrap this annual tamasha 

Besides the poor image of the 
tournament the other things that 
harm our tournament are those ex¬ 
aggerated reports that appear in the 
western media about living condi¬ 
tions in India and the timing of the 
event. Since it’s held at the end of 
the year, the players are either tired 
or know where they stand on the 
ctuTiputer list and .if they feci by 
partidpating in the Indian GP it 
would make no marginal difference 
to their ranking they are inclined to 
go home for Christmas to rest 
and prepare for the next year. 

All top players and that includes 
Borg, Connors and McEnroe have to 
play in smaller tournaments to be 
eligible for a share in $3 million 
bonus money which is given to the 
first SO players on the list at the end 
of the year. In spite of this why do 
all top players bypass the Indian 
event? It’s a serious matter. 

Tn the week preceding the Bombay 
tournament the Grand Prix was hcM 
in Taiwan. This particular event was 
also offering $75,000 prize money and 
had two players among the top 20 at 
the tournament namely Ro.scoe 
Tanner, ranked fifth in the world 
and Pat Dupre ranked 17lh. 

On of the top brass at MSLTA has 
advanced two reasons for the poor 
entry at the Bombay event. He says: 
**The AILTA bosses don’t help us. 
Every two or three months they go 
abroad for teonis council meetings 
but fail to get a good entry for us. 
They come in contact with various* 
national association representatives 
and yet don't help our cause, Bombay 
may be holding the event but the 
International Tennis Council has 
awarded the tournament to AILTA’', 
Secondly most top players want 
under-the-table payments as showings- 
up fee. 

Since these officials feel they can 
not deliver the goods why don’t they 
make way for somebody else? We 
have had enough of these excuses. J1 
the players want extra arrangements 
they also realize they need points to 
be on the computer list. They can’t 
afford to leave out tournaments just 
because they arc not getting under- 
the-table payments. Take, Taiwan for 
example. 


HARESH MUNWANI 
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Off-season 
football frenzy 
in Calcutta 

In many ways, off - season activity in the Calcutta 
Maidan is more hectic than during the season. 
ARIJIT SEN takes a look at the goings-on in the three 
leading dubs. Mohun Began, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting. 


A YEAR AND A HALF IS A LONG 
time, at least for public memory 
But not for the Income Tax depart- 
ment. Files have been dusted out of 
shelves and proceedings have been 
sumed against soccer stars of Calcutta, 
with th^r clubs also dragged in for 
added effect. A total of 41 players are 
involved in non-payment of income- 
tax accruing out of undeclared in¬ 
come from the game. Players of 
Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting are involved. 

When the flies were first prepared 
in 1975. proceedings did not get be¬ 
yond the questioning stage, alleged¬ 
ly because a State Minister of that 
titne, with the help of a parliamenta¬ 
rian. helped to close the “affair** even 
before it really began. In mid-78, 
however, the whole issue was reviv¬ 
ed and fresh notices were issued to 
41 players, assessing them on income 
not shown in their returns. 

Once again, however, an unseen 
hand helped to hush the matter up 
and the players breathed a sigh of 
relief. But again, after the Calcutta 
trophies had been lost and won in 
1979, the I-T department came back 
with a bang, this time implicating 
the Big Three clubs as well, question¬ 
ing their sources of income and their 
method of disbursement of funds to 
players. 

While it may not be difficult tor 
the clubs to show their different 
heads of expenditure—especially the 
mammoth conveyance bills that 
players and others are capable of 
running up—however the players 
will have a lot of explaining to do. 
Most of them are employed in banks 
and other establishments wheuHe their 
emoluments cannot reach the astro¬ 
nomical figures of Rs. 60,000 or more 
per annum. Their affluence will 
naturally take a lot of explaining. 

As if this was not enough, the Big 
Three are in a fix about what can 
best be te: .aed as “domestic pro- 



Hahib—the thorn in Amol Dutta*9 
side. 


blems*’ that have beset all of them, 
albeit in different ways. 

In this respect, Mohammedan 
Sporting arc. perhaps, in the worst 
position. They started out by almost 
precipitating a fresh crisis in Indo- 
Bangladesh relations. Even though 
that was sorted out, the club is not 


out of the woods in many spheres, 
with the result that next year, Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting are almost cer¬ 
tain to repeat the failures of 1979. 

The Bangladesh fiasco started on 
September 22 this year, when an 
official of the Bangladesh Football 
Federation wrote a letter to the secre¬ 
tary of the Mohammedan Sporting 
Club, inviting his team to play a few 
exhibition matches at the Dacca 
Stadium in the preliminary stages of 
the Aga Khan Gold Cup international 
tournament. 

The club secretary sat on the invi¬ 
tation for over a month. As the date 
of the proposed tour approached, the 
Bangladesh officials began to panic. 
Repeated reminders elicited only 
silence. Finally, in late October, an 
SOS wire was sent by the Bangladesh 
Football Federation to say that the 
first of the exhibition nialchcs had 
been fixed on November 6. Moham¬ 
medan Sporting officials replied that 
they would be able to field a side if 
the matches were postponed. Not 
having specified any dates, the Mo- 
bammc.dan Sporting bigwigs didn’t 
expect their hosts to push the dates 
back by just one week. 

When that’s exactly what, happen 
cd the die was cast. To make mat¬ 
ters infinitely more uncomfortable 
for the Calcutta side, the President 
of Bangladesh, General Ziaur Rah¬ 
man, decided to cancel his trip to 
Burma scheduled on November 1213 
in Ol der to watch I ho Indians plav. 
Publicity for the visit was started 
in right earnest through posters, ban 
ners and announcements over the 
radio and television iKdworks. Na¬ 
turally, tickets were sold like hot 
cakes. 

Then came the crunch. Waking 
up to the situation at the ekivejtith 


Banglade.sh invited 
Mohammedan S.C. to play 
some matches. The dub 
secretary sat on the invitation 
for a month. And when 
Genera! Ziaur Rahman 
cancelled a trip to Burma to 
see the Indians play, the 
sluggish response from 
Mohammedan S.C. almost 
created a crisis in Indo-Bangla 
relations. 


hour, the club sent a special emissary 
to the All-India Football Federation 
secretary, Mr. Vijayrangam, in 
Bangalore, to seek permission for the 
visit. The club officials apparently 
didn’t even know that this was an 
involved process, with clearance from 
both the Education and Foreign 
Affairs Ministries in Delhi essential. 
In the normal course, such permis¬ 
sion is granted only to clubs or asso- 
datious which have won at least one 
tournament in the preceding year 



and liave applied for the foreign 
trip at least three months in ad¬ 
vance. 

Sensing something amiss, the 
Bangladesh federation sent former 
national captain and Dacca Moham¬ 
medan Sporting player Zakaria Pintu 
to Calcutta. He found that nothing 
had been done with regard to the 
visit. He feared not only a lynching 
at the Dacca stadium but the rolling 
of a lot of heads from pliim positions 
in the federation, because General 
Zia had cancelled a foreign tour just 
to see Calcutta’s Mohammedan 
Sporting play. 

One could understand his predica¬ 
ment, because he failed three ap- 



Israr Ahmad—sitting on an iniri^ntion 
fovM vumth. 


pointmcnts with Sport ia the 
nerve-wrackinri 'Operation Permis¬ 
sion’. While the club secretary sat 
put, Pintu went running to the 
Bangludtesh High Commission in Cal¬ 
cutta. Through their good offices, he 
was able to contact the State Chief 
Minister ajjfid then, through the cm 
ba.ssy in Delhi, the concerned Central 
Ministries to secure at least verbal 
permission for the team to make the 
trip. That was on November 12, a 
day before the first match was sche¬ 
duled. On the following day, Pintu 
made the final arrangements with the 
club so that the team could leave by 
the afternoon flight on November 14 
and play their first match under 
floodlights that evening. 

The day before the team left, 
Habib. Akbar, Latifuddin, Araal Raj 
and Shuj at arrived in Calcutta. Their 
flight from Hyderabad arrived al¬ 
most at midnight. Some Oif the Cal¬ 
cutta players, who had gone out of 
station, were literally packed into a 
car even before they had time to 
pack. And so, a team with just thir- 
teen players—^but with four officials 
—left for Dacca by the afternoon 
flight. Their stars were very favour¬ 
able, because they managed to draw 
the first of their four matdies—^with 
Dacca Mohammedan Sportlng--at 1-1. 
This was indeed a feat, considering 
that players like Premnath Phillip, 
Dinakar and Najeeb refused to make 
the trip at such short notice. 

An interesting sitnation could arise 


if the IFA chooses to take a tough 
line on the ‘desertion' of the players 
chosen for the Bengal camp. With 
Mohun Bagan doing duty in the 
Durand tourney, coach Achyut Baner- 
jee wa.s left only with the East Ben¬ 
gal plovers in the sclcction-cum-train- 
ing camp to choose the Bengal team 
for the ensuing Nationals. 

O NE DOES NOT KNOW WHAT 
the intentions of the club secre¬ 
tary and other officials were. They had 
at first, agreed to the terms offered for 
the trip by the Banglade.shis. After 
all, they were collecting funds for 
the disabled and needy freedom 
fighters and their families involved 
in the 1971 liberation war. General 
Zia being the chairman of the com¬ 
mittee appointed to look after these 
hapless individuals, it was natural 
that he take personal interest in the 
matches. The Mohammedan Sport 
ing secretary, Mr Israr Ahmed, was 
brief when contacted: “We’ll send 
the team if we got a clearance from 
the Centre.” was all he said. But 
Mr. Iqbal Ahmed, the genial hockey 
secretary of iho dub, felt that things 
had moved very tardily. “After all. 
they had a lot of lime—in fact, over 
a month and a half.” 

Insiders claim that the ^dub offi 
cials wore sandwiched by two incon- 
venionc<?s. First, of course, was the 
prestige of the club. Without prac¬ 
tice and minus some of the regular 
players, the team would not be able 
to put up a good show in Dacca. 
They wore both right and wrong in 
thinking so. What they didn't 
realise was that it was not just the 
club, but the country’s prestige that 
was at stake, because the ordinary 
spectator would say that an Indian 
team had played badly. 

The second was even worse. If 
the stars of the team were gathered 
together, they would naturally insist 
on payments that bad not been made. 
The media have carried several ac¬ 
counts of players receiving money 
from clubs. This is an open secret 
In Calcutta and players would na¬ 
turally like to collect their “dues”. 
This is reported to be one of the 
maior reasons for several of the club 
players refusing to go abroad—des 
pile- frantic telephone calls to Hyde¬ 
rabad and places in Kerala. 

In fact, this question of money 
seems uppermost in the minds of the 
players. Some of them have, in the 
past, resented the manner in which 
they have been carted off to play in 
some forsaken town on a day's notice, 
just so that the club coffers could be 
filled. But the returns to the players 
have not always been even or just, 
according to some of them. 

, Already, it is being rumoured in 
club circles that Habib and Akbar 
may not assist Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing next .year, while it is almost cer¬ 
tain that players like Premnath 
Phillip will not i^emain. According 
to some, financial discrepancies have 
led to a situation where not many 


players could be enticed away in the 
face of the better “buying power” 
of Mohun Bagan and East Bengal. 
Last year, the club went to great 
lengths to get Curdev Singh, but at 
the last moment both he and Xavier 
Pius were taken away by East Bengal 
and Mohun Bagan, respectively. 

But the club's troubles do not end 
with finance. The sacking of T.A. 
Rahman as coach left a bitter taste. 
With the arrival of Amal Dulta, 
things seemed to look up. But there 
were rumblings in the player^’ camp 
with this consdentioiis t'oach as well. 
Insiders feel that there was more to 
the defeat of the club in the Bot- 
doloi trophy tournament in Gaubati 
than mere fatigue, A former Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting player and 
coach, Abdul Latif—who is now a 
coach In Assam—said there was u 
total lack of understanding between 
some of the players and the coach. 
Apparently, Amal Dutta's team selec¬ 
tion was resented by captain Habib 
The resultant ill-feeling may have 
had a bearing on the insipid perfor¬ 
mance of the club in that tourney 

The events were repeated in Delhi, 
during the DCM tournament. Again, 
Habib insisted on some players while 
Dutta had other ideas. The result 
was that the club did not even make 
it to the quarter-final stage of Ihe 
competition—a disgrace for an insti¬ 
tution like Mohammedan Sporting, 
because it has a long and illustrious 
record and a set of players who are 
capable of beating the best opposi¬ 
tion. The only way the club could 
operate next year is by recruiting 
young players who would be hard¬ 
working, sincere and owe some kind 
of allegiance to the name, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting. 

UT, WHILE MOHAMMEDAN 
Sporting's trouble ,/s centred on 
the field, thosti of East Bengal tend to 
cover almost every a.spect of adminis¬ 
tration as well. While one feels the 
outburst of a very senior player— 
“Even vultures aren't sitting there 
any more”—to be more an expres¬ 
sion of futility than of disgust, there 
is a growing feeling among members 


East Bengal's troubles concern 
not merely the players, but 
officials also. As a senior 
player said: “Even vultures 
aren't sitting there any more." 


and supporters that something dras¬ 
tic is necessary to .stem the rot that 
seems to have entered into every 
sphere of club activity. 

Here, too, financial di.screpandeb 
seem to be at the root of all prob¬ 
lems. Secretary Nishith Ghosh is 
reported to have noticed several 
holes in the method of spending club 
money. How much money, for 
example, could the sinking ol a tube' 
well involve ? Rs. 6,000 plus ? lt*s 
a little difficult to believe. And this 






J. C (Jvha, IStstth Ghosh, Nripen Lkii>—a 'summit* ts the only answer. 


is only the tip of what 15 ' allegedly 
an icoherR. 

In one sphere, budgeting has ex 
cceck'd all limits. Iniiiaj accounting 
had placed itiu seasonal expenses at. 
Its. 75,000. This was later raised to 
Rs. 1 lakh but by the time the final 
accounting was clone, the figure had 
lepoiledly escalated to Rs. 1.45 lakhs. 
The se(i«*tarv and others would na- 
turaM> think more than twice before 
anpioving ol the accounts. 

A comnnifee has been set up to 
probe thc^ debacle of 1979—one of 
the worst in the club’s history, be* 


cause not even one trophy was earn 
ed by a football team wlnrli on paper 
is even today invincible. The com- 
niitlee's report should be ready by 
the time this appears in print and 
it is exix^cted thal the three vice- 
presidents of the club who consti¬ 
tute. the committee Wiil be able I 0 
get to the actual eaiisi'v (»r lli*; several 
defeats But it is aheady Jaiown 
that the cauM- wa^ moie due to iier- 
5onalit\ dailies tlian any circum¬ 
stantial mi'^lorlunes, 

Th'? chib's polilics has been lun 
nfng on <iuite an even rail for years. 
Each tinu* elections are held, ballot- 



procurers take a leading role. By 
virtue of thoir vote-gathering power, 
some individuals who would other¬ 
wise have, perhaps found it difficult 
to get even a foothold in the club, 
assume import ant roles. A “coali- 
tion'’ is formed and tho elected re¬ 
presentatives assume office. But 
almost before the formalities of 
installation are over. dissensions 
br;gin. And these are, more often 
than not caused hv financial factors. 
Whether they are bills that are not 
sanctioned or favours not granted, 
the disgruntled offiaals tend to veer 
away froin tlio people in power to 
the opposing camp, which is only too 
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! happy to receive them. This, accord¬ 
ing to * a knowled#!eable sourc'e, is 
the prime reason for the club’s many 
disasters. 

But the outstanding^ problems of 
1979 will need careful attention. The 
year had bejjun very well, with the 
club winninj? cricket and hockey tro¬ 
phies, but football—the mainstay— 
was another matter. Efforts were 
made to get the cream of talent in 
, the country. To a larg.- extent, the 
j club succeeded in gathering very 
‘ fiood talent. They also had a coach 
who had done duty for the country. 
Despite all this, however, the club 
failed to win the Nagjee tourney, 
the Stafford Cup, the local league, 
the IFA Shield. Dissensions among 
players—and injuries to some of 
them—led to the withdrawal of the 
team from Hie DCM, Durand and 
Hovers Cup tournaments, participa¬ 
tion in which had been a prestige 
issue with the club all these years. 

What wont wrong ? According to 
a club supporter, the seeds of mutual 
distrust among players wen? sown 
by aonu* officials. This was further 
compounded by the machinations of 
some outstalion players. Ultimately, 
the coach - who had not sensed the 
impendnig danger nor had visited 
the players’ mess to get to under- 
them better—unwittingly got 
involved esperiallv w'ith his persis- 
iencf‘ with sojne out-of-form players. 

The suice^sivo defeats only served 
to widen the nft among officials. The 
three rimiah players, Gurdev, Manjit 
and narpndei Singh, Mgned inter¬ 
state transfers and left tor Punjab. 
It is n<;w lejinr ih.rt efforts are being 
made to get Harjinder back. The 
other two are not needed by the club 
—especially after what they did after 
East Bengal* lost in the Brigade ot 
Cork has Gold Cup touriiament In 
Darjeeling. 

Meanwhile, Deviaj, the medio who 
was the amt re of a mid-season storm 
ran back to Bangalore and enrolled 
with CIL. He is determined not to 
return to Calculta, though the actual 
reason is reportedly not rancour but 
material gain in his home town. The 
club is perturbed over his flight, 
especially since his terms for playing 
in Calcutta involved a two-year con¬ 
sideration . While he took care to 
see that his own demands were met, 
he left East Bengal in the lurch. 

Some of the senior players seem 
unhappy over the working of the 
club. With Aiun Ghosh crying off 
towards the end of the local season. 
Peter Thangaraj, former international 
and East Ikngal goalkeeiper, took 
over. But he could do preaous little 
and could not succeed in meshing the 
clashing personalities of the field 
together. The disunity among 
players was one of the reasons why 
the club was so dispirited against 
Mohun Bagan. 

It is now quite clear that unless 
the different groups within the club 
get together, there is no possibility 
of further glqry. At present, the 
club has three towering personalities 
^Messrs Jvotish Gaha, Dr. Nripen 


Das and Nishith Ghosh. If these 
three people get together, all the 
minor satraps who have bpen ruling 
the roast for so long will find the 
earth slipping from under their feet. 
Some of them have been taking 
advantage of the fact that these 
three eminent people have been 
estranged from each other to sow 
further suspicion and discord. Once 
they get together, the club will auto- 
matJcally run smoothly. 

OHUN BAGAN IS THE ONLY 
club which has managed to main¬ 
tain a facade of tranquillity. But this 
is, after all, Just facade. The typhoon 
that is raging within will burst the 
day coach P. K. Banerjee decides to 
switch to East Bengal. An offer has 
already been made to ’P.K.’, perhaps 
the most successful coach the country 
has ever seen at the club level The 
overtures from the East Bengal camp 
flow out of the realisation that, with 
‘P.K.’ in, the quesion of recruiting 
players will not be a headache. 
Moreover, P.K.’s personality can take 
care of all/lhe egos that seem un- 
surmountabk. on the field. 



P. K.—East Bengalis best hope. 


The complacency in Mohun Bagan 
could bring about its downfall. After 
a very lean period, from 1970 to *75, 
the club re-emerged as a leading 
force on the national scene. Success 
came gradually but surely until, in 

Mohun Bagan seems to be 
sitting pretty—seems to. The 
typhoon could butst if P.K. 
and Gautam Sarkar, both 
reportedly sitting with good 
offers from East Bengal, 
stroll over. _ 

1978 and 79, victory was almost a 
foregone conclusion no matter what 
the opposition. As a result, the sup¬ 
porters and players feel the club is 
unbeatable. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. With most of the players 
ageing, replacenii^nts have to be 
found. But not much is being done 
in this regard. And if P.K/decides 
to go over to the opposite camp, the 



Tewari —on the way out ? 
death-knell will be sounded because 
this is one club that cannot run with¬ 
out an effective, forceful coach—at 
least in the circumstances of the 
late Seventies. 

Meanwhile, there is no activity 
with regard to tlie elections that are 
due in November-December. Al¬ 
though this cannot be construed as 
the lull before ' the storm, there is 
the likelihood of a clash of persona¬ 
lities Involving high-ranking officials 
who are already not seeing eyc-to-eyc 
on crucial matters. 

The court case that is pending with 
regard to accounts^s also being dealt 
with in a tardy manner, perhaps to 
avoid embarrassment. A speeding 
up of the process could help justice 
being meted out so that those who 
are not guilty could be absolved fast. 

But what is of special interest is 
the reported noovc to sack football 
secretary Tewari. For five years now, 
this official has been accompanying 
the team and generally looking after 
its interests. It is alleged that in the 
process certain peculiarities have 
come to light which could lead to an 
unpleasant situation for the club 
authorities. While politics could be 
one of the reasons foi/his sudden 
fall from grace, one cannot ignore 
the fact that the sacking of this 
official could lead to further distur¬ 
bances. 

It could, in fact, start a process of 
disintegration in the sphere of foot¬ 
ball This will, no doubt, be com¬ 
pounded with the reverting back to 
East Bengal of Gautam Sarkar, easily 
the best player of Calcutta in 1979. 
He Is reported to have been given a 
very good offer but the final tilting 
of the balance Could come with P. K 
going back to the club for which hb 
helped earn unprecedented laurels in 
the early Seventies. 

...This is just November./The foot¬ 
ball season for the Calcutta clubs 
does not get under wav until April 
next year, with the Federation Cup. 
Already, however, the flr.st tentative 
steps have been taken by all the 
leading clubs towards building an all- 
ronquering combination. But the 
little disturbances and small problems 
that they face now will ultimately 
help determine who will have the last 
laugh at the end of 1980. 
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Just one point 


INDIAN HOCKEY 

'Game has 
left you 
behind' 

VIJAYANATHAN 

I THINK YOU HAVE ASKED ME 
tu speak about quite a sensitive 
issue: The dedine of the standard ol 
Indian hockey. Frankly^ t do not know 
how competent I am to answer such 
a qi*estion. But from what 1 have 
seen of Indian hockey, in many in 
ternaUonal competitions in recent 
years, 1 think it is poor consolation 
to say that other countries have im* 
proved and that it is not so much as 
though Indian hockey has declined. 

As 1 see it, 1 think India has not 
changed her game to suit the present 
compulsions of international hockey. 
If YOU don’t mind, I shall take the 
example of Pakistitn to expLin my 
point. My belief is that Pakistan has 
corhbined the best of Asian and 
European styles of hockey to advaut 
age. Stickwork, speed, dribbles ek. 
the Pakistanis still indulge in. Hut. 
let’s say, someone like Samiullali 
could beat oppon'^nt.s w^ith lightning 
speed, body feigns and dazzling stick 
work but once he manoeuvred to o 
vantage position, he would centre thf 
ball powerfully—as powerfully 
any ‘hit-and-run’ European-Tor his 
inside forwards to do the rest. Th* 
Pak defence, also, quickly adapted to 
the changing pace of the game and 
were nevei shy to make long, powei 
ful passes to reach their forwards. In 
other words, the Pakistanis use the 
artisti*y made famous by this sub 
continent only to beat an oppt>nent 
and not as frills for their game. Yes, 
Pakistan’s style has changed but not 
by totally sacriiicing its artistiy. 1 
think they combine the best of botli 
the orient and the Occident. Th"s ear- 
plains their undoubted supremacy. 

Personally it ts very difficult to 
believe that the standard uC Indian 
hockey has come down. But to prove 
what I mean by saying that you have 
failed to change your pattern of play, 
ril recall an intere.sting observation 1 
made during the Montreal Otynipics. 
India were playing Australia in theii 
first pool match. Now Ajitpal Singh 
—easily one of the finest and brilliant 
centre-halves I have ever seen—was 
the captain in more senses than one. 
He was an attacking centrc4ia»f. Now 
let’s say the ball came to the right- 
half. He would dribble past his 
opponent and pass the ball to Ajitpal. 


Ajitpal would literally take the attack 

I nto the rival 25-yard line. The Indian 
brwards and the half line would 
move up brilliantly into the rival 25- 
yard region. Then suddenly someone 
would lose possession to an Aussie 
deep defender and wham! Play vvould 
be Instantly transferred to the Indian 
25 even before the Indian players 
could turn around to defend then 
own citadel. On a surface like the 
astroturf, one big hit was sufficient. 
It was indeed quite disheartening to 
see India lose by the margins tliey 
did at Montreal, Buenos Aires (World 
Cup) and Perth after making such 
brilliant moves and attacks. So you 
see how important it is to adopt a 
different style altogether. Your dribb 
Ics and fine stickwork should be used 
no more than to beat an oncoming 
opr>o»?ni. The pace of the game at 
internationnl competitions has incrcas 
ed, aided and abett<^d by surface^* 
such as the astroturf. 



Ashok—a treat to watch. 


As a connoisseur of hockey, JL would 
iny day like to watch the Indians 
and the Pakistanis play. It is a joy 
to watch Jiockey in its purest form, 
—at the level of a fine art. Ashok 
Kumar is one of the most beautiful 
forwards in recent years. But then 
goals scored make all the difference... 

L et me tell you i was thor- 

oughly impressed with your 
juniors at the junior World Cup in 
Paris recently. They are an extreme 
1.V talented lot and were really un¬ 
lucky not to finish among the top 
four. They lost their first match to 
our boys and their second to Spain. 
They gave us a good fight and against 
Spain they played under terrible 
climatic conditions. 1 watched that 
match from the sidelines and believe 
me H was so cold that my uecth were 
chattering. Some Frenchmen loW me 
that, that day had the severest cold 
weather m ^0 years! You can well 


imagine what it must have been for 
the Indians so unused to that kind 
of weather. 

But after the first two defeats, the 
Indians improved remarkably and dis 
played scintillating hockey. Let me 
tell you, I honestly believe that 
India has a very good set of juniors. 

S, WE IN MALAYSIA ARE PRE- 
paring hard for the Reue Frank 
tournament in Calcutta. During the 
first week of December, we have the 
Merdeka Cup tournament which is 
some sort of super league. This tour¬ 
nament complements the Tun Razak 
Cup which is our National Champion¬ 
ship and where we have, apart liom 
teams from the 14 states, Singapore, 
Thailand and soon, Japan participat¬ 
ing. After the Merdeka Cup—for the 
top five teams—22 players will be 
called for a camp. From this camp 
the national team will be selected. 

The competition structure includes 
championships for under-23 year olds, 
uader-2L and then, at the school 
level, under-18, under-15, and under- 
12 for both boys and girls. The Mi¬ 
nistry of Sports and Culture has 
spurts officers for all recognised 
games. These sports officers function 
as "talent scouts' going around the 
country, watching competitions and 
making recommendations for camps. 

I agree with you that we in Asia 
could do with more compslitions 
within ourselves. Let me tell you, if 
India played Pakistan more often than 
it has done, the standard of your 
hockey would have improved. Pakistan 
has somewhat made up this handicap 
by going out and playing European 
countries more often. Within Asia it¬ 
self. apart from the Asian Games 
every fourth year, we don't meet ai 
all. India and Pakistan would rather 
invite or attend some compel itions 
where European nations are playing 
instead of playing other Asian nation,s 
like Singapore. Indonesia or Thailand. 
Maybe, the gamc’.s standard in these 
lesser-known hockey playing Asian 
countries will improve it we have, 
more regular competitions within 
Asia itself. Maybe India^ and Pakistan 
will have a Utile to gain organising 
Aslan tournaments, but in the larger 
interests of the game in this con¬ 
tinent, someone must take the kad. 

The Asian Hockey Federation has 
done precious little in this direction. 
We in Malaysia will be organising ^ 
quardrangular or pentangular tourna¬ 
ment from April 11 to 13 next year. 
We have invited Holland, Pakistan, 
Australia and India to participateJThe 
tournament is partly sponsored by 
the Malayan Tobacco company. We 
are planning to acquire an astroturf 
by 1981 when we will be hosting tho 
inter-continental (qualifying tourna¬ 
ment for the World Cup) tournament. 
Malaysia will also be hosting the 
second World Cup junior hockey 
tournament. 

M H VUAYAS/iTHAN IS THE 
vcxTPlary of the Malaysian Hue- 
key Federation. He has been a clas.s 
ofic intemafumai umph-a stnee 1971. 

As told to ASHOK KAMATH 





Sportspeople 


Beware of 
Re nates 

ENATE VOGEl li E INlilCH, 
foriner women’s world . record- 
holdvr in 100-metre breast-stroke, 
escaped to StuttgaK, West Germany 
in September, Once a national hero, 
•he had refused to join the Coramu- 
nest Party and defied the official ‘re- 
;uefet’ to spread the message of 
socialism. She preferred retirement 
—and frcedjmi — to free luxury 
iioods, a choice apartment and the 
»ppoitunity to travel abroad. 


But then, these, and similar things 
■ uch as seeking for political asylum, 
subsequent request for extradition 
'dc, are only too cx)mmon to cause 
more than a ripple in the boiling 
cauldron of international events. 
What is perhaps of intere^st to the 
world of .sports is the rare first-hand 
account given by Renatc of East 
fierman sports machine. 


A few Olympic gold medallists 
are b^>rn. The rest are ‘made’. And 
how are they ‘made’ in socialist 
countries like the GDR ? “Success 
is as exactly planned as is produc¬ 
tion out of a nationalised factory,’' 
Vogel says. At 11, she entered a 
special school in Karl-Marx-Stadt 
along with nineteen other promising 
kOung swimmers. By the time she 
was 16, Renatc was training five- 
and-a-half hours a day. Both her 
technique and her endurance were 
tested in a “currentcanal”, a class- 
bottomed pool in which a regulated 
flow of water kept her stationary 
while she swam. 


Even before she went to tbe spe¬ 
cial school for athletes. Renate’s 
• oaches were providing her with a 
white powder. 3he beheves that they 
started with a harmless glucose for¬ 
mula to prepare her for the drugs 
that would come later—cortisone 
and anabolic steroids to build tissue. 
“Even at 10 years old,” she said re¬ 
cently, “we believed 'my powder is 
better than ycursi. and because of 
that, I swim faster'.” Vogel and her 
fellow athletes were never told what 
they were taking. “It was just given 
to us along with the vitamin pills,” 
she explains. 

Ihe Steroids helped put 155 lbs 
ol solid muscle onto Vogel’s ^foot- 
B-inch tiainc. “When I look at photos 
from those days, I get sick. she 
said; “We never really noticed what 
we looked like, because we swim 
iiK i.s were always kept together. It 
didn't hit me until an old friepd 
^aid, ‘Wow, Renate, you speak like 
a man, and you’ve got those unbe¬ 
lievably broad shoulders’.” 

But what were the effects of the 
ten years of weight training, pills 
and shots that had turned her into a 
buperfrau ? Deadly. “The fact that 
1 wasn’t able to decelerate my train¬ 
ing slowly worsened my already bad 
health,” she says. When I stood up 
after eating. I often lost conscious¬ 
ness, If 1 moved my head too quick¬ 
ly, 1 blacked out.” 

Now even with her diminished 
avoirdupois (130 lb), slender shoulder 
and normal voice she is not happy. 
She left back her husband Volkec 
Heinrich who was arrested in no 
time. At present she is trying to 
raise money to engage a lawyer 
who might be able to arrange her 
hiisbuno's release. And she “would 
love to have children”, she says. 
“But 1 am afraid that I would bring 
them into the world handicapped.” 

Incidentally, or shall 1 say coinci¬ 
dentally, an East German woman 


athlete. <T7UVO<C JJUVtrMCUUC OJOU vras j 
Renate and who also fied to West I 
Germany (in 1978) had sak) she was ! 
forced under threat of reprisals to 
take banned drugs to boost track 
performance. Miss Renate Neufeld, a 
sprinter in the East German sqpad 
fur the 1980 Olympics, was also 
quoted as saying that soon after she 
began to take the tablets her legs 
^cw, the muscles hardened so pain¬ 
fully that she could hardly bear to 
walk and one leg dragged. She said 
she kept losing her voice which had, 
meanwhile, often become hoarse. 
wShe developed light growth of hair 
on her upper lip and like other 
members of her club missed mens¬ 
trua) periods. At that time a 
spokesman, for the TSC Berlin Club 
(of which Miss Neufeld was a mem- 
l)cr before fleeing to the West) pro¬ 
tested: “It is not the practice here 
that athletes are forced to take any¬ 
thing.” He said he was not prepar¬ 
ed to make a full statement on Miss 
Neufeld’s remarks. “She must have 
her own reasons for making such 
allegations,” he said. 

Little wonder, if the East German 
Parliament comes out with a law 
forbidding German couples lo name 
any of their daughters Renate, They 
are dangerous 1 

Who's who in 
England's dressing 
room 

K now scagg? or chilly? 

Never heard of them ? But you 
have seen them playing in India., 
What game? Why nicket and Test 
cricket gt that. Well, we shall not 
tax yoqr patience any more. Those 
arc but nicknames of Mike Brearley 
and Chris Old, respectively. Brearley 
is nicknamed Scagg after his fasdna- 
tion with Indian cultured had moved 
team-mate Mike Selvey to give him 
a long-winded title during the 1^6- 
77 tour, Scagglethorpc being the 
middle paft of it. And what ex¬ 
plains Chilly? C. Old-cold...chilly 1 

How could we know the dressing- 
room secrets of England’s cridketers? 
Actually there is no secret in It. 
Bob Willis in his just-released ’Diary 
of a Cricket Season’ takes you inside 
the dressing-rooms of Warwickshire 
and England. Following is the list 
of the nicknames (some of whi(^ 
are known to Syortsworld readers) 
of Willis’s other colleagues who made 
the 1978 tour to Australia. Ian 
Botham- Guy the Gorilla. Geoff 
Boycott— ^Fiery (after the speed 
his batting). Phil Edmonds — Coat 
or his middle name, Heniy. John 
Emburey—'Emite' (his middfe name) 
Graham Gooch —*Zaxf (because of his 
Mexican sWIe moustache). David 
Gower - ^Lulu- Mike Hendrick — 
Hendo^ Geoff Miller ■— ‘DusW. Clive 
Rad1ey-~Gri2slv (after TV character 
Grizzly Adams^ because he often 
wears moccasins in the dressing 
room). Graham Roope— CyriF. Bod 
T aylor—*Oiat* for just that abiUt)\ 



^6 Vogel then and now fbiaei) 



Willis has discreetly left himself | 
out of **the cast”, as be calls it, but 
who does not know that in English 
O'icket drcies he is known as 'Goosed 
Of course he has another nickname 
too. A fanatical follower of Bob 
Dylan, the U.S. folk singer, Willis 
gained the name Dylan by deed poll 

Rahman swears 
revenge 

E FORMER COACH OF CAl^ 
cuUa'5 Mohammedan Sporting 
Clubs 1. A. RabmaiK has been given a 
one-year contract to coach Kerala 
State Electricity Board football team. 
The KSEB which is one of Kerala's 
thrc»e biR teams, the other two be¬ 
ing Titanium and Premier Tyres had 
a good season this year finishing 
second among the State clubs. Con¬ 
sisting of young university and junior 
state players the team was coached 
till now by NSNIS coach Devrajan. 
Four players from the team have 
been selected to join the Saniosh 
Trophy c«mip which is scheduled to 
commence this week. 

Returning to Kerala after being 
given the sack by Mohammedan 
Sporting, Rahman made no secret 
ot his desire to take a team from 
Kerala to Calcutta and defeat Moha¬ 
mmedan Sporting. He had received 
several offers from Kerala clubs. De¬ 
tails of the terms of contract with 
KSEB were not available. 

On his neturn to Kerala be took 
care to see that two of the five play¬ 
ers he had taken to Mohammedan 
Sporting returned to Kerala. Defen¬ 
der Mustafa and reserve goalkeeper 
Rajagopdl of Mohammedan Sporting 
have alrf»ady secured transfers to 
Kerala Jnformed sourcc-s say K will 
not be long before Rahman persuades 
the remaining Kerala players in 
Mohammedan Sporting — Premnath 
Philip, Najeeb and Dinakar — to re¬ 



turn to Kerala. As K was Rahman 
who secured for them their contracts 
from Mohammedan Sporting and also 
because K was he who groomed them 
into great players they may not re¬ 
fuse Rahman's call. Last month the 
KSEB invited applications from foot¬ 
ball players. The sports section of 
the KSEB, under the control of inter¬ 
national Suresh Babu. is sparing no 
efforts to build .strong teams In all 
games. 

Sir Matt's shop 

S IR MATT BUSBY, DIRECTOR 
and former manager of Man¬ 
chester United, recxiiitly told share¬ 
holders at the club’s Annual General 
Meeting that he is the owner of Ukj 
souvenir shop at Old Trafford- 

Sir Matt made the disclosure when 
a shareholder asked why the profits 
from the shop were not shown in the 
club's accounts. Although the chair 
man, Louis Edwards, said the ques¬ 
tion was out of order, Sir Matt rose 
to make a staU^raent 



Sir Matt 


‘The shop is mine and has nothing 
£0 do with the club,” he said. ”1 bad 
the idea of starting a souvenir shop 
<iome 12 years ago, and the club 
kindly offered me every facility.” 

Sir Matt's statement drew loud 
applause from the 200 people present. 

The meeting was told that, even 
without the income from the shop, 
United have a huge bank balance. 
Profits last year were £197,186, and 
when season ticket takings are ac 
counted for, there will be a credit 
balance of nearly £2 million, 

Ron gets extension 

R on greenwood will mana- 

ge England until after the 1982 
World Cup finals in Spain, 

Originally signed until July 1980, 
he took on lb© extra two years fol¬ 
lowing a meeting with Football Asso¬ 
ciation officials in London on Novem¬ 
ber 5. 

•‘We discussed the position in prin¬ 
ciple during the recent trip to BeL 
fast,” explained the FA secretary, 




And qukH flov^ the U<m ? 


Ted Croker. “We offered him an 
extension until after the World Cup, 
and we had a simple discussion to¬ 
day to sort out the final details.” 


In 21 matches since Mr Greenwood 
took control in August 1977. England 
have won 14, drawn five and lost 
two and the 'B' side and Under-21s 
have not been beaten. 


Mr Croker said: “We didn't ask 
him to stay on just because England 
have been successful. While results 
are important, wc are all convinced 
that he is the right man for the job.” 


The “we” referred to the FA 
chairman. Sir Harold Thompson, In¬ 
ternational Committee chairman Dick 
Wragg. and Sir Matt Busby. 


England's progress should un¬ 
derlined against Bulgaria at Wem¬ 
bley today (November 21) when 
they should secure a place in next 
year's European Championship finals. 


After that comes the World Cup 
qualifying competition against Hun¬ 
gary, Switzerland, Rumania and Nor¬ 
way* With two from the group to go 
through, England should win a place 
In the finals. 


*Tt all depends on the players 
available. Ron is sure to bring the 
best out of them,” said Mr Croker. 


Rahman 






No volleyball wonders 
in Bahrain 

MADRAS: ^Tlease do not expect 
miracles overnight. I am not saying 
that wc are going to work wonders 
in Bahrain. But we will do our best 
to create a good impression. Maybe 
by the 1962 Asian Games we will 
really be a force to reckon with. 

Our immediate goals are set on the 
1982 Asiad.” 

That was Thiru S. Kondaramiah 
speaking. The Leipzig-trained 
volleyball coach, currently in charge 
of the conditioning/coaching camp 
for the probables for the Asian 
Men's Volleyball Championship 
which gets underway in Bahrain 
from December 16 to 23, was quite 
realistic about India’s fortunes there, 
when SpcTtsworld met him at the 
university indoor stadium here. 

Three coaching camps were held 
'under the aegis of the NSNIS’ and 
the Madras camp was the third— 
the first two were held at 
Bangalore—in the series before the 
team was to leave for the meet. 
Having seen two national level camps 
before—one for an o verse as-bound 
hockey team and the other for a 
national football team—^this corres¬ 
pondent was pleasantly surprised at 
the manner in which the camp was 
conducted and the probables were 
undei'goiiig training. There was a 
certain amount of earnestness and 
singularity of purpose with which the 
trainees underwent their daily 
grind The camaraderie among them 
and the empathy which they struck 
wilh their coach and some of the 


local officials was transparent. 

The reason for the apparent 
euphoria in the camp is not hard to 
find. The VFI has done a good job 
of organising it. It is as simple as' 
that. From senior players like tower¬ 
ing Balwant Singh (Bhaloo), Ranvir 
Singh down to the 'baby’ of the team. 
Abdul Basith, each testlhed that the 
camp was well organised. "When 
you are well cared for, you only have 
to concentrate on your game. Its 
up to you to give off your best”, 
said the inustachoid Manoharan. 

Mr K. Murugan, convener or the 
VFI coaching committee, echoed 
the views of coach Kondaramiah. 
**We will make our presence fcK in 
Bahrain. We did create a good 
impression at the Bangkok Asiad. 
Believe me. we were participating in 
an international competition after 
quite some time and many volley¬ 
ball-playing nations wuldn't believe 
that the game was of good standard 
in this country. No doubt we have 
a long way to go. But 1 hope that 
by the 1%2 Games we will be of 
some really good international 
standard. We are working towards 
it.” 

It is towards this end that the VFF 
has deputed experts for spotting 
youngsters at various alMndia 
competitions. A master list of pro¬ 
mising potential will be prepared 
for enlisting players tor a series 
of coaching camps all through the 
year. This by itself, represents a 
systematic approach and radical 
departure from selection procedures 
that have been the bane of Indian 
sports so far. 

After Bangkok Asian Games, the 
VFI applied to the Education Minis 
try for import of volleyballs made 
in Japan. 'Fwo main exporters in 
that country — Thachikara and 



Mikasa --- quoted pHces, of the two. 
the latter was found to be better. 

The Union Education Ministry 
asked the VFI to contact the Import 
Controller but despite the applicatiofi 
(with a draft for Rs 50) nothing 
has transpired. 

Like the men’s team — which 
was selected on November 15 — 
the women’s team for the forthcom¬ 
ing Asian Championship at Hongkong 
also underwent three coaching camps 
spread over a period of three 
months with two short intervals. It 
Ls the first occasion that an Indian 
women’s volleyball team will be 
participating in an official internatio¬ 
nal championship. 

The men's team has been invited 
to the pre-Olympic volleyball cham¬ 
pionship to be held at Bulgaria 
from January 18 to 26. The 
senior Nationals will be held from 
February 17 to 23 next year. 

Punjab and Gujarat have offered to 
host the meet, while West Bengal 
will hold the junior Nationals 
from Febiuaiy 7 to 10. The 
Madh.ya Pradesh Volleyball 
Ajssociation is expected to host the 
Federation Cup tournament from 
March 16 to 23. 

ASHOK KAMATH 

Manipulated quorum ? 

CHANlllGAKll : Did the Indian 
Hockc.y Federation oxeciilive 
committee meeting held at 
Ludhiana in mid-October 
la.st — which decided on Use 
ratification of the nomination ot Mr 
II. S. Anand, president, Punjab 
Hock'ey Association, as IHf' vice- 
president and the appointment ot 
coaches for training national teams 
for the Champion Cup and Hene 
Frank competilions — lack quorum? 

According to th<* IHF constitution 
amendment of l>?cembei 4, 1977, 
six of the 14-meinber exeaitive 
panel would make the quorum fur 
the meeting. But the IHF pre.sident. 
Mr Rainaswaniy, told newsmen that 
the amendment was never incorpo¬ 
rated becauvse it was not plaix;d 
before the general house for ratifi¬ 
cation. Moreover, all international 
hockey bodies recognised^five as the 
quorum which was the situation 
prior to the still-born amendment. 

The Ludhiana meeting, which 
also decided to meet again on 
November 29 at Jullundur to select 
teams from the 28 probables for the 
Karachi and Calcutta tournaments 
in January next year, was attended 
by six members including the IHF 
assistant secn^tary Mr Dayakissen 
who, being a paid member, was not 
eligible to vote and lienoe did not 
form part of the quorum. 

Among the other five was Mr 
Anand whom Mr Ramaswamy 
nominated as vice-president when a 
vacancy fell. But the question is 
could Mr Anand, till his appoint¬ 
ment had been ratified by the 
executive, form part of the meeting 

















THE tSTH GOLF TITLE: Americans Hale irwin and John Mahaffey 
helped their country tain the men^s golf title for the ISth time, after 
a convincing fiveetroke victory over Scotland, fn the 27th intemational 
team golf championship played at Athens^ Glyfada Club course recently. 
Picture shows bespectacled S4’Vear>‘Old Irwin, the reigning VS Open 
rhamp, squatting to get a straight line at the pin, when his ball landed 
on Che edge of the green. He also wan the mtematkmdl trophy as the 
leading individual after a final round of 60 for a 72iidle total of three- 
under-par 285. ___ 


for the purpose of a quorum even if 
the amendment was bypassed? 

Meanwhile, the IHF president 
has again talked of his intention to 
hold elections in February next 
year. But he has said that the 
treasurer, who was absent for the 
Ludhiana meeting, had yet to 
submit accounts. Until the accountf^ 
were received, the general meeting 
could not be convened. 

SATISH KUMAR 


Weightlifting 

co-existence 

SALONIKA (Greece) ; Politics 
in sports, boy'ojtt by nations in 
international meets because of 
ideological differences, racialism 
and tension between countries have 
dt present left a lot to be desired 
the world over. But the Inter¬ 
national Weightlifting Federation 
lecently had set a great example by 
permitting the two Palestinian 
inters, who arrived at the vast 
spoils palace here with Lebanese 
passports, to compete in the 53rd 
World Weightlifting Championships. 
.Surprisingly. Israel was also among 
the forty participating* nations. 

As lx)th those 'warring nations' 
were present, it was derided by the 
IWF to vote whether Palestine 
would be allowed to lake part--to 
avoid untoward incidents. espc.'jally 
a boycott of the championship. And 
it seems now that good sense had 
prevailed and nations have realLsed 
where sport was heading. I'lie vote 
was in favour ot Palestine (28-13), 
with .siv abstentions. 'I’he federation 
also unaTiimou.sly accepted Seychel¬ 
les’ applicuUon to take part in the 
competition. 

In the nine day meet, it was the 
Sovicl Union, with 286 points, which 
won the tenrii title followed by 
Bulgaria (210). Fast Germany took 
third position with 171 points. 

Before the ..start of the champion¬ 
ship there were some complaints 
that the temperature at the venue 
was \oo low and the lifters asked for 
more heating. After these adjusP 
inent were made, the Soviet Union 
began with a bang. But it was the 
People’s Republic of China’s Chen 
Wei Quian, who set the first world 
mark in the. bantamweight category, 
lifting 153 kg in the clean and 
jerk. A determined Chen told 
odicials that he would try and 
break Russian Yueik Sarkisian’s 
record of 152.5 kg after his 
disappointing first three lifts in the 
jerk competition. And he did 
Rucoeed. Earlier, French lifter 
Bruno Lebrum set new marks in 
all categories of the 56 kg class with 
a total 247.5 kg which ensured him 
a place in 'A* class lifting. But 
that was all for him. In the 
regular jerk competition Russian 
Viktor Veretennikov took first place 
with 150 kg lift, while Poland’s 
Tadcusu Dernbotezyk won the 
snatch gold, lifting 117.5 kg. on 


body weight over Bulgarian Auton 
Kodjabashev. 

Roberto Urratia of Cuba had no 
difficulty in exhibiting his superiority 
in the 75 kg, lifting a total of 345 
kg—2.5 kg more than silver 
medallist Nedelko Kolev of Bul¬ 
garia—to retain the middleweight 
iitle. 

But the most exciting events in 
the championship were the first and 
second heavyweight contests (100 
and 110 kg. respectively), in which 


the Russians bagged five of the six 
gold medals. The three-cornered 
second heavyweight (110 kg) tussle 
between Soviets Sergei Arakelov, 
Leon Taranenko and Bulgarian 
Valentin C!lhristov indicated that the 
issue was wide open, but the 
lightest among the three, Arakelov 
—^who had just moved up from the 
100 kg category—isurprisf^l the 
crowd by walking away wKh all 
three gold medals, and set a new 
Soviet mark in the jerk, lifting 225 
kg. He snatched 185 and totalled 
410 kg. 
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GUINNESS 
SUPERLATIVES 

World Famed 
Publishers of 
the Bestseller 

GUINNESS BOOK 
OF RECORDS 

-jgJj Offer Quality 
Reference Books 
Fully Illustrated in Colour 






MAJOR TITLES 

The Guinness Book of Records Rs. 78 
-1980 Edn 

The Guinness Book of Answers Rs 91. 
•2/e 

The Guinness Book of British Rs 96, 
Hit Singies'2/e 

The Guinness Guide to Feminine Rs. 91 
Achievements 

The Guinness History of Air Rs. 119 
Warfare 

The Guinness History of Sea Rs. 91. 
Warfare 

The Guinness History of Land Rs 91 
Warfare 

The Guinness Book of Names Rs. 68 
The Guinness Book of Kings, Rs. 146 
Rulers and Statesmen 

A wide range of bcautifui Guinness 


too years of Wsmbiedon 


The Guinness Bock of World 


Autographs 


Battle Dress 


Winners & Champions 


Derby 200 

FACTS a 
FEATS SERIES 


The Guirmess Book of Soccer Rs 
The Guinness Book of Weather Rs. 
The Guinness Book of Yachtmo Ms 
The Guinness Book of Antiques Rs 
Rs 156.40 The Guinness Book of Plant Rs 
Rs 140.30 

The Guinness Book of Motor- Ry 
Rs 77 30 boatir>Q Facte & Feats 
Rs. 109.50 The Guinness Book of Car Facts Rs 
Ra. 109 50 & Feats-2/e 


109.50 
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Crossword 
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A wdi'ii MMiLiMm mm 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■1 Or^dmiin 



ACROSS 

1 A spread fence on a jumping 
course, consisting of a hedge on 
either side of which are rails 

7 Unfasten (5) 

8 Terror (5) 

10 Title of knight (3) 

t1 Cricket ground in London t5) 

12 Debt confirmation (abbr.) (1, 1, 1) 

14 Mlhir swimmer for nd a {3) 

15 To yank a hooked fish out of the 
water by force (5) 

16 Native of East Nigeria (3) 

18 Balmoral Castle’s river (3) 

19 Lash of whip (5) 

20 Of a base runner in baseball, to be 
left on base when a side Is rettred 

(3) 

22 Spokes (5) 

24 Mediterranean Island (5) 

25 Women usually ride thus (10) 

Down 

1 Kind of boat that Is pointed at 
both bow and stern (6.5) 

2 He does not take sides (6) 

3 In tennis, —man Is an official who 
assists 2 by Indicating when a shot 
is out of bounds (5) 

4 Horse race (4) 

6 Of a chess piece, exposed to cap- 
.ture (2, SI 

6 It is used for gliding over snow (3; 

9 A decisive finishing blow (4,2,5) 

12 Of a ball, within the boundary 
lines of court (2) 

13 A score of three points in Rugby 

0 ) 

15 Harry —, US magician (7) 

16 That Is (abbr.) (1, 1) 

17 Of a cricket batsman, out (6) 

10 Seaside resort In Florida, USA (5) 

21 A fencing sword (4) 

23 In surfing, a wave that breaks 
directly over a surfer causing a 
wIpe-out (3) 


(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


AI lowers by Vi]ayar> 

Rajesh Miara, Ranchi. 

01 Who has scored the highest 
number of runs for England in Tests *> 

A; M. Cowdrey with 7,624 runs ir. 
114 Tests 

Kaleem Ahmed Khan, Azamgarh. 

O : When, where and against whom 
was the first Test held in Pakistan ? 

A ; Th'"» Ifrst official ToGt ho'd 

In Pakistan was In 1954-55 vs India at 
Dacca (now in Bangladesh but then I 
Pakistan) 

Manish Kapur, New Delhi. 

Q : What is the Test record of Jirr. 
Parks ? 

At In 46 Tests, P^irks scored 1,96? 
runs at an average of 3216. He also 
had to his. credit 114 victims (103 ct 
and 11 st). 

Radhakrishnan, Tellichery. 

Q : What is the Test batting recorci 
of Petof Toohey 

A : In 13 Tests, Toohey has scorec 
854 runs at an average of 35.58 He 
has one Test century to his credit, 

Kaleem Ahmed Khan, Azamgarh. 

Q: Who was Pakistan's first cap¬ 
tain 7 

A ; Abdul Hateez Kardar 

Dr. B. K. Sharma, Meerut. 

Q : Has Farokh Engineer ever made 
a century before lunch In a Test 
A: No, he has not 

S. Sarangi, Midnapur. 

Q ; Did M L Jai ^wnha play any 
Test vs West Indies in 1971. 

A: Yes. He played three Tests in 
that series. 

Khepu Chatterjee, 24 Parganas. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of C C. Hunte? 

A : In 44 Tests, Hunte scored 3,245 
runs at an average of 45 06. He hit 
eight Test centuries. 

p. Nandy and S. Roy, Ranchi. 

Q : How many centuries did India 
score against Australia in the 1967-68 
Test series? 


(SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 371 



A : Only one century — 101 by M. 
L. Jaisimha in the 3rd Test al Brie- 
bane. 

B. Lalitha, Colmbaloia. 

Q : What does the ‘D’ In K. 0. 
Ghavrl stand for? 

A : Debraj, his father's name. 

Aslam Nawab, Bermo. 

Q : Which team won the Duleep 
Trophy In the year of Its inception 
A : West Zone, beating South Zone 
In 1961-62. 

Arvind Kumar SInha, Ranch?. 

Q : What Is the Test batting recora 
of Ramesh Saxena? 

A : In the only Test he played, 
Saxena scored 25 runs at an average 
of 12.50 



Ranj'l GNo’»€* 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who was the first to score a hunOr 
red in each Innings of a Test for 
New Zealand ? 

2. Where did Pakistan win thek (tret 
Test rubber — at home or away 

3. What is West Indies' largest mar¬ 
gin of victory against England ? 

4 . Who became the first player tc 
score a hundred In both Innings 
of his first Test as captain ? 

5. How many Antiguans had playeo 
Test cricket before Andy Roberts 7 

6 . Who made the winning hit wher 
India recorded thcrtr first win 
against West fndles ? 

7. Against whom did Wadekai score 
his only hundred In Tests ? 

8 . When did Gavaskar and Mansur 
Ail Khan play together for India 
for the first time ? 

9. Who is the only Indian to score a 
hundred in his first Test in 
England ? 

10. Who were Wes Hall's victims when 
he got a hat-trick ? 

ANSWERS 
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Th'jrp li, S'/mctning cKnoj'^ty dprc'ptivo 
tirmut U)0 t'lnmy of< 'tdis wclI''? ha!>'J 
It hcjs boon to a niirr^hor of good 

and iirio^+ ot ttv:iin havo failLO to 
make what ^tiould have* been a relatively 
sin)pin rontr act 



4 A fl 7 
A 5 4 
0 A 74 3 

4^ nfj.no 



4» I' Q H) 6 

V J (i 3 

Oh 

♦ A J 7 ? 


♦ J S 4 3 
h O y 7 

6 

4h4 3 


No^th d(s3lt at love ali and this was ttie 

biddint). 

SOUTH WLSt NOHIH EAST 

’ 0 

1 ? N f pan 3 4 

clh.'t' p 3 pftbs 

44 P'T'"* 4 4jfc 

k*<t - p 

!ho systfm playt-d by ^iortb South it 
Wris fiu'.;nhtn thar the diraniond bid did 
riut show a genuine suit and by partofi 
ship agieenipnt West's bid of 2 NT 
still showed Irngth in both minors It ir 
ru^l Tk*at why Mortfi chnss* to gn to four 
soades rathf-r than tour hearts' (his pari 
nor s t.rsi suit) Put just as wed otherwise 
there would fiave boon no story! 

Against four-spades West led the ? of 
heart*-., cleady a singleton, and declarer 
won on ttiu- table I he rriajonty ot players, 
given the pi oblem, embarked on an imotc- 
difitu cross-ruff Ace ot diamonds, d-a 
mond ruff. Ace of club^, club ruff, diarnonrl 
ruft ^on which hast discarded a club) and 
suddenly IfiKV found that they had run 
out of steam soori as another club 
w.,., ruHod low on tfio table East would 
be able to overrutt and return a trump 
to hold dociarer to nine tncKs. 

The solution is stiangely sirnpl(> Affei 
wmninfj lh(‘ first trick with A, South 
simply curries to tvand with a top (rump 
a rii'ist or.usual proiude to a c tot,s rnrf, 
But u >uv cv.^'yihiorj runt, smoothiv ♦A. 
club ruff. 0 A, diamund ruff, club ruft, 
dijrnorid riift, rUih fu«f with 4 ^ A and 
declarer (s borne and dry 1 ho so'-rfd 
i5 lhat Semth must ^uff two clubs tow in 
dummy before a third round ot diamonds 


IS played and East has a chance tc 

discard 

Lost wenk’5 quiz - at love all South held 
4 K 0 10 7 A 0 G 0 A 4 8 7 6 3 
Nrjith rlualt and, upuned one-spade and 
tas^ overcallod with 2 NT showing 
length in the minor suits. Wittiout the 
intpivnrition South would have had a 
difficult t)id but now he can bid three- 
diamorids oi ibetler still) four-diamonds 
sfiowing a coiihol iif the oppcDoent's 
>uil and dgreping spades with an interest 
in something beyond game if North is 
piepafnd to co-opc*fate 
This wr^ok’'- quiz at love all South 

ho!i!s 4 K 4 8 G 4 0 A 6 2 4 A K 6 h 2 . 

East di'tjh- and upoo.s one di.^mnnd - 
-vn.it _d|..,j|d S'-’-i'b bid 

Last week's 'tu(7 at love ah South hold 
4 K 4 ^ 8 6 4 0 A 0 2 4 A K 6 5 2 FrlM 
dr^alt and opened one diamond tc leave 
South With a close decision - to oveicall 
\with two-clubs or pass? 1 would choose 
io pass - I have defensive tricks, a sterile 
Qisbiirution and a bad sud. Against that, 
two-c'ubs does make it cbfTicuit for West 
to show any maiev '^uit that he holds so 
♦ he active t oi‘rsf> fias sonie virtue 



The dangens involve^id m picking 
ndativoly un»mf;ortanl wing pawne in 
hu* «:'ponirig arc w-el! known. Vvl'cn, how¬ 
ever, a c .-nlrf* pawn is nn offoi Uie ques¬ 
tion whether you should take or not 
tipcbme--. mucfi tuirdei to answoi It may 
be 0 maltui of style. Some musters a'e 
unwillif’iq to tOLicti a ‘hot’ pawn it d moans 
being sul'iectod tn positional piessuie, 
whoiens others, given a sohd position, 
ate ready to trust m their defensive 


nacwMinlv better is 8 . , . QKt - O?. 

8 B-K), Q-Q1i tQ 0-8*0. QKt-Ot 
f1 •-QB4.0-ft4; ia S 02. Q-Kn 

12 .. . 0 - R5.13 Kt X Ktch. Kl x Kt. U B - Kt3, 
0 - K5 was a more active defence. 

13 KR Kl. Kt X Kt? 

ThiS proves to be a fatal error He should have 
played 13 . . B - K2, thouph While would htiil 

have had strong pressure after 14 B - B3, 0 - 0, 
15 0-Kt3 

14 R X Kt, Kt- B3; 18 B x PI. P x E 

* If Rx Pch. B-KS 

1110. . K B2. then 17 R x Ktchl, -x R. 18 

0 - R6ch loads to 0 w.lining attack 

17 OR-K1, Kt-Q4 

After 17 . 0-0:18R X e, Kt - 04 Whito would 

have unleashed the cru.shina Ik R x Pc hi. 
K X R. ?0B - B3ch. Kt \ B. 21 R - K7rh. K - Rd; 
?2 0 t Kl, 

If B-Kt9, 0-0-0; 19 B x B. Kt x B 

20 R Kli KR - 91; 21 Q - Kt4ch, K - Ktl 

22 O X P. ^ ^ • • • 

first While sot^uros his own King Iron ‘hreotg 
or^ Iho bark rank Them he can saloJy proceed 
with (he exploitation of tr'.o extra pavvn 

23 ...R-Ktl; 24 QxP, RxP 

28 R X P<h. K - R1: 20 R(K17> K7. Q - QB4 
27 P - KR4. P - R4; 20 R - K8. Q - OS 

29 K - Ktl. R - Q7; 30 R x Rch. Q x R 
31 Q - K4, Q - B3: 32 P - R9. Rt«ign« 
Competition 0418. Soivticn next wcv.-k 

' 8ia( K 





Ri.H k !(' pi,IV vul tfvm Gr,u1( i nn\''i n n) 


pO\A/ClS 

I hcilonq to the '‘-econci group, but 1 
wviijid not df’ny that in praclicu the 
attru h-i who fiu'"’. sacritu.od the pawn 
arhipv^"-'. a ueh'jr ‘;uccc*b.s .-ate than the 
detendur T h^* iatter’.s problems, thougfi 
tt'ooietirally soluble, often overwhelm 
him at the heard. Take, as an example, 
tf't^* tollowing garrio brTweon two ot the 
leading Soviet urandinasters of tfie.r day 
Black, reiiiwiieu foi his excellent teeb- 
iiqup onci near-mvir.f ;bility, rnur.ages fo 
catc h up in development only at the coct 
of two pawns, and ttuit was too high 
While Isaac Boleslavaky; Black Salo 
Flohr. C ‘aio K.inn t- (Mo'acow, 1950) 

1 P-K4, P-QB3; 2 Kt-0B3:P-04 
3 Kt - B3, B - KtS; 4 P - KR3, B x Kt 
5 QxB, P-K3: i P-CM. Kt-B3 

7 B-Q3, PxP, S KtxP. QxP 
T'e ' ha|S"-uj( 'i* nccepled -'cder but noi 


Soluflott to G417 (Nunn-Soott, Hartley 
Wintney, 1079), (2r2rM / ph2bppi> 1p2p3 
q2nB3, 5P2/?NB4 PPPIQIPP 2KR1R2 

Whita to play.) (< ‘ ;.n.j n.,«' r'l^ 1 

utack was ijf VMiupi.'•u If S-) 'hi ,,(j 

English urrindrna‘4t‘r r.-.th 

k-' ri--ii»-hhor' of po'^iliot' n, L' V u h !' n 8 

■i? O-Rbsh. K - Kti . -.8 n. > n, »•' . !; '•'> 

0 - K'4i h, K - R; , /') 0 ’ '' .in(5 Ur.iA wn 

agif rd 

Problam No 1082. holul lOn unxl svvfk 

G. P. Golubev (F'rsl Pnze S hwallt, 

1^311 

(K2b4 / 3p1r2 / pQnR3B ! 4q2B ' 8^ 2n1 NPpI / 
2Ppk3/1b4RN - 10 white p*«n; 11 black). 

W'hilf’ (<") play and iriato m two riiive^ 

Solution to No 1001 (Btocchi). (8/3P4/0Np/ 
lp1P2bR/1p1k3N/1K3R1p/203nB;7B ~ mat^ 
in two.) 1 R - K3 (/uflzwarig) I'd) , B '> Kl, 
2 R - K4: (D) 1 B X R: 2 Kl BT \,c) 1 

Kt B5. 2 Kt - B5. (d) 1 Kt x Kl, 2 P 03. 
(ej 1 . Kl X R. ? B - K5: (f) 1 K - [\ 

'•* P - OH 0 (u) 1 K X R 2 B Ktl 
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Pantene. It ensurea strong, healthy hair growth. Because ‘Panthenol’, 
its unique ingredient helps stimulate and normalise healthy blood 
circulation. 

Pantene also styles and sets your hair for hours on end. No wonder 
then people say that Pantene is all you need to look really 
well-groomed. 

PANTENE 

THE WtHjREASfGKKMNG AWTHAT CHECKS HAIBLOSS. 
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Noway 
to treat 
Doshi 

F THE OCTOBER 31 IS- 
sue of Spcnrtmorld, Mr 
D, Rahul in “What are they 
doinif now?” criticized Dilip 
Doshi (without naminis him) 
in a very unsporting man¬ 
ner. He expressed his doubts 
about Doshi's capabilities as 
Bedi's successor m so harsh 
a way that any aicketer 
should feel highlv embarra¬ 
ssed, Doshi made a sensa¬ 
tional Test debut and cap¬ 
tured eight wickets in that 
match. Is this the sign of a 
flop bowler? 

Evei'yone knows that Do¬ 
shi is 30 plus and so what? 
Mr Rahul wrote a very bia¬ 
sed piece and he attacked 
Doshi just for the heck of 
£t! This is not cricket! 

RAJESH C. SINHA, 
Calcutta. 

POSSIBLY MR RAHUL WAS 
swayed by senthnentalitY 
while writing his copy on 
Bodies farewell and he has 
reasons to be, but is it cri¬ 
cket to be so unreasonably 
harsh on a player who has 
patiently waited on the side¬ 
lines for a break and did 
his best when it came, in his 
own modest way? 

a P, GHOSH, 
Calcutta, 

WITH ms EXPERIENCE. 
Doshi is still a better spa¬ 
rer than Hans. And if sta* 
Ustics are any indication, 
Doshi has taken more wic¬ 
kets and turned up with a 
better average than Shivlal 
Yadav, the most-talked about 
upcoming spinner in the 
country. True. Doshi is slow 
on the field. But Jf fiddina 
is the only criterion then 
Bedi> Pras and Chandra 
would have hardly managed 
to find a place in a Test side. 

SOUMITRA PAL, 
BATYAKI PAL, 
KAUSHIK BANERJEE 
ctitd 

JOHNATHBNN WUNN, 
Calcutta. 

DIUP DOSttl IS A GREAT 
bowler and if the reoently- 
concludcMl series is any indi¬ 
cation, be bas come to stay 
for some tbae. Bedi should 
have been sacked from the 
national team just after the 


last Pakistan tour. Bedi was 
sacked not because he had 
slowed down, but bwause he 
lost his 'wicket-taking abi¬ 
lity,* He was the ghexst of 
the greatest Icft arm bowler 
the game has ever produced. 
And why was Venkat sack¬ 
ed? He is still a great fiel¬ 
der in his own right ? 

AMITAVA MISHA, 
Digbot 

THE LAST TIME THAT 
Bedi took more than five 
wickets in an amiugs was in 
the ’'r7-78 series in Austra- 
ha. He did nothing of note 
against Kallicharran's West 
Indies who were weak, to 
say the least. Weaker than 
Kim Hughes* Aastralian.^, 
Again, Bedi was ineffective 
in England. 

Doshi has taken 27 wit 



Dosht—unlundest ent 


keta in his debut siirios with 
an average of 23.33, second 
only to the ebullient Kapil 
Dev. IXvioe he ba.s taken 
five or more wickets in an 
innings. What then, one 
wonders, “fiaUers Bedi’? 
And in his prostmt form? 

With Yadav and Do.shi 
striking a youth-experience 
combination, 1 don*t see 
what **satisfaction** Mr Ra¬ 
hul hankers for. AH this 
brings to mind the nastv 
suspicion that there are con 
ciderations other than m^r. 
formanoe. 

AVUIT GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 

IN MR RAHUL'S ARllCLE 
Dilip Doshi has been chea¬ 
ted of his honours. We 
ought to remembt^r that this 
m^n has a rich haul of 236 
wickets in Ranji Trophy nut 
ches, at an average of 15.44 
and could manage the top- 







ino^t position In the Crltoa* 
trol Board’s asmual souve¬ 
nir. If Shivlal Yadav couM 
b<^ given a chance before 
Alok Bbattacharjee. then 
the same should be thought 
of regarding R, S. Hans. We 
can deny him due honours, 
but can wc deny Doshi jas- 
tice? Not when we 
Ghavri bowling spinners be¬ 
side him. If this was the cri¬ 
terion, then Doshi could have 
been nurtured beside Bedi 
and I am sure your reco- 
mmendatioas about this man 
would have come true and 
his name could have been a 
household name by now, be¬ 
side Chandra-Pras-Venkat 
md Bedi. 

SOUMITRA BARDHAN, 
Belgharia, 

SOME BIASED COMMENIS 
on the part of Mr D. Rahul 
left a bad taste. Doshi got a 
haul of 27 wickets in the se¬ 
nes against the Aussies, and 
I don’t see how it cannot 
satisfy any cricket follower 
In India. Bedi (1 am a fan 
of his) took 20 or more wic¬ 
kets in a full series five 
times. And this was but Dilip 
Dosbi’s first Test series. 

He also wrote Hans was 
the obvious choice for Bedi 
as be is younger than Doshi 
and a better fielder. So. 
according to him, only better 
(?) fielders arc to be consi¬ 
dered for the Tests. Bow¬ 
ling qualities are not nee¬ 
ded? Hans has age on his 
side; he can be tried even 
after a year or so. But it 
\vould have been too late 
Cor Doshi. 

NIRMALYA GHOSHAL 
Ballyghat. 

Tournaments 

r WN CLUB, SILCHAR, 
is organising an inter¬ 
national scooter and motor* 
cycle rally from Sylhet (Ban¬ 
gladesh) to Silchar via Kart- 
mgunj and Hailakandi on 
February 3, 1980. This will 
be the first international ra¬ 
lly in this part the coun¬ 
try. The last date of entry is 
November 30. 1^9. The 

Organising Committee will 
provide food and lodging of 
the Indian oom^Utors at 
Sylhet from FeSruaiy 1 to 
5, 1980, and for Bangladeshi 
competitors at Silchar from 
February 3 to 5_ 

S. M. iANERJBB. 

Silchar, 

JODHPUR SQUASH RAO 
ket Association is organising 
5th AlMndia Open Squash 
Backet Tournament from 20 
to 23 December 1979 at 
Umaid Bhavan Palace Courts. 
Jodhpur. In addition to the 
l different challenge trophies. 


aiid prises Mr lleh^s ^ 
Junior action, the prgant- 
sers will be awarding a prize 
money of Bs 4.000 among 
different winners. 

Many top-ranking players 
of the country including na¬ 
tional champion Major Maii- 
chanda and Junior champion 
Ravinder Singh arc expected 
to participate. 

Entries can be sent to 
Umaid Bhavan Palace, Jodh¬ 
pur till December 17, 

VEND GOPAl KAHRA, 
(Tournament Secretary, 
Jodhpur Squash Rackets 
Assodatiim } 

A grave mistake 

A GOOD LE(;-SPINNER 
is an avssel to any 
CTickcting side and India's 
all-rounder Narsimha Rao 
had shown great potential in 
league matches in England 
f\s well as in Hanji Trophy 
matches in India resulting in 
his finding a plate in tlio 
Indian ‘Eesl side- But for 
some unknown reason he 
WMs hardly given any bowl¬ 
ing by India’s ^^iptidn 
(iavaskar. lii lad, even 
Chetan Crhanhan was given 
howling in the Aussie first 
innings at Cahiittn but not 
Bao, This type of treatrntnit 
is surely no kind of eiuoii- 
ragement for a young bowl¬ 
er, leave alone a leg-spInner 
Narasimha Bao is also an 
excellent close in fieldiT 
besides Ix'ing a satlsfdCtory 
bat. as he demonstrated in 
the Indian second innings I 
feel that if the selectors 
really bad any Inttmtion ot 
taking Bao into the team, 
♦he least they ebuM have 
done was to give him one 
more chance, this time in 
structing the skipper to use 
him propc^rly. 

S, RAVI RAJ AN, 
Nirw Delhi 

Congrats, NikhH / 

UEARTY CONGRATULA- 
n tion to SpartsworliTs acc 
photographer Nikhil Bhatta- 
charya on his winning the 
Sports Journalists* A^^oda- 
tion of Bombay Award loi 
the best photograph publi- 
ched in 1978-79. 

Readers will agree that 
the pictorial coverage provi¬ 
ded by SportsworUt has be^ 
aut^rb. Mr Bhattacharya^ 
action photograidis have sca¬ 
led new heights of €»xce- 
Uence—on par with those of 
Patrick Eager, Nikhil is the 
man who has helped Sportg- 
world ‘dick’! Would you 
kindly inform us as to whidi 
of his photographs wop him 
the coveted award? 

PRAKASH K. IYER, 
Bombay, 






Oen Tcmpleion and Tom rorrn.'in 


NOTHING BUT THE BEST 

Chicago: Howard Schenken (75) who died this ye;^r 
was widely regarded as the greatest bridge player in the 
world, as the following exchange between two tournament 
players attests : “If you had to play a match of vour life 
whom would you choose as partner 

“Howard Schenken.** 

“And if he wasn’t available ?’’ 

“Td wait until he was r* 

KEEPING TRACK OF HIS RECORD 

Moscow : One of the Russian officials on the organiz¬ 
ing committee of the Moscow Olympics is a former KGB 
agent In London who directed the espionage careers of 
traitors Kim Philby, Donald Maclean and Guy Burgess He 
is Anatoly Gorsky, whose pseudonym for the Olympiad r* 
Professor S. Nikitin. Sore* under-cover game. 

RESTWARD HO I 

Connecticut; A little old man has discovered a novel 
m<=^ 3 ns of providing disabled oldies like himself with the 
ioys of a "racing” fife. He's designed peirkbenches to re¬ 
semble two-seater “racing benches’* with redwood slats. 
grf 3 en wrouqhl-iron arms and brass horses in back. Also 
available are three-seators of teak and foxes fo” ex- 
hunters. 

BUTTER AND BUTTER I 

Moscow : For the 1980 Olympic Games, the Soviets 
are negotiating for 75,000 tons of butter and insisting on a 
price of 50 cents per lb. (Butter in West Europe sells for 
$1,50 per lb.) The Soviets are also demanding halt the 
butter be fresh not frozen, so they can claim it's off their 
collective farms I 



" BOy 16 OAOCfy gonna 8B nappy/ 
1 /^APe HIM SOMB EXm HOUBG }N 
W6 BOWLING BALL // ' 


B. TELLIS 














Len Hutton: 

I can only 
compare him to 
Bradman 

INTERVIEW WITH P.VJ. KAR 

“Moj/ God croum you itnth success**—wife MarsHneiU offers 'prosed* to 
Gavoskar as his mother and son look on 



iVpOMElTS MAGAZINES NEVER 
VV tire of discussing the key to a 
nian*$ heart. My problem on a sunny 
September Cup final day was to 
find the key to a Yorkshireman's 
heart. Not the key to any Yorkshire- 
man’s heart for Hiatus easy; you only 
have to mention Boycott, but the key 
to a particular Yorkshireman’s heart. 

The man was Sir Len Hutton, one of 
England’s finest captains and one of 
the world’s best openers. My aim was 
to discuss Sunny Gavaskar witli him 
and Sir Len would well remember 
him for the Indian batting maestro 
had only recently (at the Oval) push¬ 
ed him down by a rung in the matter 
of scoring Test centuries. As 
luck would have it 1 had stuck a 
white rose ol\ the lapel of my jacket 
not because of any love for the Coun¬ 
ty but merely as a carnation. The 
first thing Sir Len did was to spot 
the white rose and he winked : “Glad 
to know you are supporting the right 
County ?” 1 did nothing to break that 
illusion. 

As wc began to reflect oyer Gavas¬ 
kar’s heroics at the Oval Sir Len left 
Yorkshireman’s chauvinism far be¬ 
hind and had no hesitation in calling 
Sunny the best opener today. “As a 
matter of fact be reminds me more 
of the Don than anv batsman Tvi' 
known since.” 

I asked him why. not because^ I 
wanted to doubt it but because I was 
looking for some technical wisdom. 
“Well, in the way he plays so straight 
at all times and of course, in build, 
though Sunny is more thickset.’’ 
Then, looking away to the field where 
that other giant, Viv Richards was 
at work and narrowly escai>ed being 
run-out. Sir Len added : “This man 
does not play so straight with the 
right hand predominating and usually 
giving the impression of playing 
across the line.*^ 

« 

Then, coming back to the main to¬ 
pic, Sir Len talked about the differ¬ 
ence. “But if the Don had been there 
at the crease on Tuesday (September 
4, fifth day of the Oval Test) India 
would have won the match befon^ 
long/' Sir Len explained that the 
Don had the upperhand begause h<' 
had a most lethal pull-shot and 
brought it into play inside 10 minutes 
of coining to th^ crease. 

Gavaskar, I pointed out to Sir Leo, 
could also play the pull-shot and gen¬ 
erally hit the had ball as hard as any¬ 
one else but he could not play all 
those shots because of the tremendo¬ 
us pressure heaped upon him as the 
anchor man of the side. Sir Len took 
that point and we agreed on the 
point once made by Ray Robinson 
when 1 had asked him to compare 
Sunil and the Don that the Don's 
main ability lay in stopping the bow¬ 
ling well, which could not be said of- 
any other batsman. Sir Len also ag¬ 
reed that the fact that Don had grea¬ 
ts like Fonsford and McCabe to take 
the pressure' off him and Gavaskar 
relatively hone, could have told in 







the latter being unable to really get 
after the bowling in the manner of 
the Don when set. 

Talk of pressure prompted Sir Len 
to ask why Gavaskar had been bur 
dened with the India captaincy. 
Speaking from experience Sir Len 
said a frontrank batsman could do 
without the pressures of captaincy 
for, “the arrows come at you from all 
sides”. We then wracked our brains 
as to why the burden of captaincy 
couM not be shared by the eleven 
players if cricket was a team game. 
Sir Len went on about the pressun^s 
of captaincy : “If he tries to please 
everybody then he usually ends up 
pleasing nobody. In no time he ends 
up turning a loner.” 

All along, the Viv Ricnards innings 
had been warming up and he began 
to look more infallible than at any 
time during the season, even hitting 
a stupendous hook square of the wie 
ket off Sarfraz, leaving all his three 
stumps plus another tdre'e open as 
he drew away to the off side. Sir 
Lea's eyes glowed on seeing that 
shot and he asked: “Isn't he a mar¬ 
vellous player *just as your Sunny*?*’ 
Then he turned a bowler, trying to 
figure out how one could price these 
two men out. “Richards gives the bow¬ 
ler some chance but not that little 
chap. 1 would attack Viv's off-stuntp 
and hope he paid the penalty for hitt¬ 
ing across the line. As for Gavaskar, 
like all the great balsmen, his only 
weakness could be against the one 
that moves away late. In the present 
England team Heudnek is the only 
one who could achieve it and it was 
bad for England that he was mostly 
off the firing line in. the second innin¬ 
gs'* (at the Oval). Still, Sir Len was 
quick id add, be did not wish to de¬ 
tract from Sunoy*s innings by saying 
this« Indeed, no one who saw that 
display of perfection could. One over 
from Hendrick, four balls in an over 
iroui Willis and one ball from 
Edmonds that turned at right angles 
to shock even Bairstow^ were abou. 
the only flaws. Otherwise, it was as 
fine a display of perfection that con¬ 
noisseurs in this country will get for 
a long time to come. 

Viv Richards was the toast of the 
Lord*s Tavern as the evening stretch¬ 
ed into midnight. But as Somerset 
supporters began to move towards 
their coaches, English voices rose 
again as they reflected on Gavaskar*s 
epic innings. Yes, like genuine 
Scotch, the effects of that innings are 
taking some time to seep and when 
they do they will attain a sparkle 
which the little idaster will never 
know of until he comes again next 
year to play in the relaxed setting of 
club crideet. 

0 

Sunil Gavatimf « earland of tuccen 
— aftet gettiUfi hi» hmdr0d offaSittt 
AustnUa at Bonftmir 



M.i'hiJ B^auachaiya 













Alan Davidson: How 
I would bowl to him 

JOHN BiNAUD spoke to 'Davo' in Sydney 


(y? SUNIL GAVASKAR THt 
^ great Garry Sobers once said 
*'He's not a bad bat, but...*’. That 
was in April. 1971. And Gavaskar, 
as a 22-year-old university student 
bad made his debut in Test cridket 
just a month earlier. 

A memorable debut in which he 
made 65 and 67 not out in the se¬ 
cond Test at Port of Spain, Trinidad 
—that unbeaten second innings knock 
held India solid as they lelentlcssly 
totalled 125 for three wickets and 
so beat the West Indies for the first 
time in 25 attempts Gavaskar hit 
the winning boundary 

In the third Test he hit hi.s mai¬ 
den Teal centuiy, 116. In the fourth 
Test he got 117 not out In the fifth 
Test he got 124 and 220—and so be 
came the second batsman after Aus¬ 
tralia’s great Doug Walters to score 
a hundred and a double hundred in 
one Test 

Ihs aggregate for the series was 
774, his avei ago 154 8 and so the 
superlatives that abrainded in this 
young man’s early Test toils rolled 
on and on Until Garry ''obers threw 
tip a somewhat authoritative wet 
towel with “he’s a» good bat. but ”. 
It may well rank as the greatest 
understatement as long as the great 
game is played 

These days the tiny Gavaskar is 
looked upon with reverence by the 
world’s greatest cricketers Ian Cha- 
ppelb stioking that bristly beard that 
now sometimes sprouts aggressively 
from his chin, once suggested eveiy 
voung Australian cricketer should 
adopt Gavaskar’s technical approach. 
That was in Adelaide in 1978. India 
had been set 493. They scored 445, 
Yet, Gavaskar only made 29. Cha¬ 
ppell was reminded of the other 
occasion India scared four hundred 
in the last innings of a Test—Trini¬ 
dad, Port of Spain, April 1976 when 
they hit 406 for four widkets to win 
the third Test against the West In¬ 
dies. 1 wonder if Sunil—102—did it 
for Sir Garry, as he’d become by then 

Sobers, of course, is reputedly the 
greatest all-rounder the cricket scene 
has seeJi: Sir Donald Bradman onoe 
said so. But there was another great 
left-handed aU rounder—Australia's 
Alan Davidson, who, had he been a 
high order bat, might have made the 
critics’ heads nod a little more in his 
direction when the comparisons with 
Sobers %vere made. These days, Da¬ 
vidson is an Australian selector, and 
for a long time has been President 
of the New South Wales Cricket 
Association. 

Seeing that Sobers seemed to have 
had a gieat deal of trouble getting 


rid of Gavaskar back in the early Se¬ 
venties. I wondered how the other 
great lefthander of that cricket era, 
Davidson, might have done it. He is 
quick to compare* Sunil with that 
other great opener from the sub¬ 
continent. Pal^tau’s Hanif. ^unil is 
better,” says Davidson. *They are 
similar in build, short, compact—^but 
Sunil has more poise and is really 
QUidc on his feet He has a great 
defence, he’s always looking for 
the single, he’s a great Judge of a 
rup. He impresses me most 
against the fast bowlers.” Sounds 
lAyincible—apd a quick look 

at his record suggests that it is so. 
Before the series against Kim Hugh¬ 
es’ Australians, Gavaskat had hit 20 
hundreds in 50 Tests—second behind 
only the great Bradman who hit 29 
in 52 Tests. He is the world’s only 
batsman to reach the ?0 ton mark at 
30 years of age—^Bradman had hit 
only 17 at 30 He outstrips such 
famed players as Sobers himself, 
Neil Harvey. Colin Cowdrey and Ken 
Barrington who were all probfic three 
figure men 

Davidson emphasises Gavaskar’s 
height when pondering how he 
would bowl to the modern day bat¬ 
ting maestro. ”Sunil is not much up 
from five feet. You must remember 
with short iMitsmen they nearly al¬ 
ways are able to get inside the ball 
that rises. So 1 wouldn’t boun^ him. 
He is a good hooker. I would try to 
get the ball to leave him. It would 
be short, but not so short that be 
could hook or cut easily,” emphasises 
Davidson, pushing the raised two 
fingers of his left hand away into the 
air by way of office demonstration. 

*T would be tryii^ to get the ball 
to lift sharply at him. He plays well 


off the back foot too, so it has to get 
up sharply. Because of his height he 
cannot get over that ball. Let me say 
though it is not the easiest ball to 
bowl though. For a start, the pitch 
cxmditlons have to be in the bowler’s 
favour. You know, a bit of grass, a 
bit of bounce. I can imagine Hogg 
and Dymock having (had) a bit of 
trouble getting the ball up.” And 
Davo smiles. Then, ”So what I’m , 

doing is going for the shoulder of his 
bat. When the ball lifts quickly the 
batsman’s reaction Is to lift his bat by 
reflex, a protective move. It comes so 
sharply up. the ball is so quick, it 
catches the shoulder and spoons to 
gully. Sounds easy.” laughs Davo. 

As he points out, Gavaskar’s re¬ 
cord suggests it isn’t. "Although I do 
remember playing in Melbourne 
against the Best of the World in 1971 
when Dennis Lillee bowled such a 
"Davo ball” to the liny Gavaskar. I 
was at short forward-square, a yard 
from the bat, when it flew off Sunil’s 
glove. I dropped a chance that 1 
hoped later was as difficult as I had 
made it look, diving backwards aud 
to my right. Ian Chappell’s glare sug¬ 
gested my self felt soriow was mis¬ 
placed,’* 

And how misplaced too was Sobers’ 
early judgement This is how he qua¬ 
lified his comment on Gavaskar’s eye- 
opening start to what developed into 
one of the game’s greatest batting 
achievements, -the reward of a flawless 
technique and worry fi-er tempera¬ 
ment* "lie's not as good as that many 
runs,” said Sobers of that 70(l-p1ns 
aggregate. ‘Tie played on very slow 
wickets in the West Indies that were 
no good for the pacemcn and our 
spinners didn’t bowl very well. And 
then be was missed 18 times in the 
series. If he bats on a wicket that’s 
doing a bit I can’t see him making 
many runs,” that latter succinct 
view being Sobers' assessment of 
Sunil’s chances in English conditions. 

I wonder what the great Sobers 
thinks today. Come to think of it.. 
do you think Sir Sunil sounds a bit 
better than Sir Garry? 



GavashXT m his enrly 6ays^-4eHding a Kelpdrig hand to keep Bngmeer fit 


JAvanu Salt 



Is Sunil 
overrated ? 


OUNIL MANOHAR GAVASKAR 
^ is undoubtedly one of the leading 
batsmen in the world today. That is 
why he was offered a highly hiqra* 
tive contract by Kerry Paacer to play 
for World Series Cricket But the 
cricket writers and commentators of 
India who have been too lavish in 
their praise of his batting perfor 
mance in recent Test series* seem to 
have lost objectivity in their assess¬ 
ment of his batsmanship. 

Admittedly, this remarkable little 
man has amassed oodles of runs, 
casting some batting records into 
oblivion in the process, during a short 
span of eight years ih Test cricket 
But so much has been said and writ¬ 
ten about Cavaskar by so many dur 
ing the past few months that one 
wonders whether he is not overrated 

Gavaskar plays spin bowling with 
a great deal of assurance. But he is 
vulnerable to genuine speed and to 
the moving ball in conditions ideal 
to fast bowling. His run-bonanzas of 
774 in 4 Tests in 1971 and 732 in 6 
Tests during 1978-79, both against 
the West Indies, were achieved in 
t.h«* absence of bowlers of authentic 


speed. Gavaskaris conquest of the 
Caribbean In 1971 was rendered easy 
by the drcumstance that, when he 
arrived on the Test scene, the West 
Indies speed demons, Wes Hall and 
Charlie Griffith had already left it 
and their successors, Andy Roberts 
and Midiael Holding had not appea¬ 
red, The fast bowlers Gavaskar faced 
In the Caribbean in 1971 were Hol¬ 
der, Shillingford, Sobers, Shepherd, 
Dowe and Boyce. (Of them, Keith 
Boyce played in only one Test). The 
paoemen he encountered in India dur¬ 
ing 1978-79 were Clarke. Phillip, Hoi- 
der and Marshall 

In 1971, John Snow, with his speed 
and subtle swing; cut Gavaskar to his 
diminutive size during the mini-Test 
series played in England. Wielding 
the willow for the Rest of the World 
XI against Australia in the aeries of 
intemationais played Down Under 
during 1971-72, Gavaskar cut a sorry 
figure imainst the diabolic speed of 
Dennis Lillee, 

His two Test centuries in the Cari¬ 
bbean In 1976 were made, again on 
the slow Port of Spain surface. He 
aggregated only 106 runs in the four 
innings he played on the pacy strip:^ 
at Bridgetown and Kingston, falling 
to the super-speedsters Andy Roberts 
and Michael Holding twice each. 

It is significant to note that amidst 
hJs tail-scoring orgy during 1978-79, 


Gavaskar failed on all the three 
occasions when he was exposed to 
conditions favouring fast bowling. He 
fen to the Pakistani fast bowler Sa¬ 
lim Altaf for 5 in the Lahore Test 
and to the West Indies speedsters, 
Phillip and Clarke for 4 and 1, res¬ 
pectively, In the Madras Test. At 
Lahore, the Pakistani Captain, Mush- 
taq Mohammed, put India into bat 
in conditions conducive to seam bow 
ling. At Madras, the wiiket was un¬ 
usually bouncy. 

Now, to return to the intriguing 
question: “Is Gavaskar overrated?** 
The answer, controversial though it 
could be, is that be is. It is not one's 
intention to disparage or denigrate 
Gavaskar or to detract from his me¬ 
rit as a batsman. In fact one has 
much admiration for his batting .skill 
and style, concentration and appli¬ 
cation, But one canH digest it when 
Sunil Gavaskar is spoken of as if he 
were Sir Jack Hobbs. 

A player should be iisscssed to* 
what he is truly worth. Admiticdiv 
Gavaskar is one of the best butMucn 
now on view in international crirlo:t 

Gavaskar's double century 
England at the Oval in 1970 wa . of 
course, a grand knork. But it was 
made ot. a fine baltinR strip, Hr inn 
ings was spread over the fourth and 
and fifth days of tin- when the 

pitch gave no help whatsor.ver to 


Readers 
join the 
debate 

rhe debate on the opmtter 
par exceUenCe has be¬ 
come so broad-baaed 
that readers have joined 
in with interesting facets 
of Gavaskar's batting 
career. Here^ we present 
GURUDUTT V. SHEVs 
list of Gavaskar's cen¬ 
turies. PRAKASH K. 
AlYAR's compitatibf* of 
the India captain's eon- 

Centuries scoired by GKuiAiak : 


tribution to the country's 
cricket and G. CHATUR- 
VBDt and T. S. RADHA- 
KRiSHNAN's despair and 
wonder over the effect 
of Gavaskar's batting. 

S tTMlL GAVASKAR WAS TOE 
top toorer fpr India SS Hates 
in dw' 101 Imtiags be bat piayed 
ao far hi Teats, be b& SO TaMs, 4S 
eeotaviea have baaa hit Iqrlitdiaos, 
22 of them by Gavaduur sioae. 

abtee Gavadunr’s TaM dabnt, no 
othM* IndOui has hit a d«|ttbla. taa- 
tnry. Ha thiOee 

Ao’naxt actone va»Wew ^ Oh 
44 ooewdana GaVaakar^ baa .co^< 
bmed n«4r 25 per > peat 
dhHi Mm and aniae oviaf pat 

Gavafter soured lass duus 25 on 


88 occasions and out of these India 
failed to reach 250 22 times He 
has scored 6 ‘ducks’, and in tom of 
these innings, India could not iota! 
175. The only time, he could not 
bat because of an ininry (against 
New Zealand in 19-76), India mana- 
cad to score only 81. • 


Gavaskar’s 101 against England 
In 1974 was scored while eight 
other Indian batsmen failed to 
reach even double figures. 


ynmn an Indian firm sent 

W a routine work-schedule to its 
assadates in England, they were 
amswd to receive the foUoViring 
taleg message; Se^t 5/7$. Indaln- 
mhta Calcutta. Sethi'-rre your tekrx 
Era ' September-t-B]PD27. Mailing 
niiote in few days. I have been too 
hfny watching Gavaskar making 
daiuils, century to bother yrftir 
snch mondaoe thing (s) as work. 
Radards, Leads. Aum Baaburry. 


116 vs. w, indies Sid Teat at Gaorpaiown 1971 

117 vs. W. Indies «h TW at jM4|atown VSll 

124 vs W. Indies $th Test at Rorl-pF^in 1871 
220 vs. W. ItidiOs SGi Test at 1971 

101 vs. England Ift Test at Miodnitlar 1924’ 

124 vs New ZSeabrikd 1st Test at Anddand. 197|^ 
156 vs. W. Indies 2Bd Test at'Ftat-ef'^pain 

102 vs. W. IndiM 3rd Test at.Part-ef^Bp^n .l^ ■ 
119 vs. New Zeahmd 1st Test at esmusTuftS 
108 vs. England -5tJi Test at Remla^ I 9 iv^' 


113 vs. Apftralia 1st Test at Brisbane 1977>78 
m YSi AmdWIla ,2hd Test at Perth 1977-78 , 
■IIB va Anitnilta 2Ni T^at Melbourne 1977-78 

'1 

205 Srd Test at Calcutta 1978-79 

Ijttr vs, w. liidfa# m Test at Calcutta 1978-79_ 
182* vs. W. Indies Srd Test at Calcutta 1978-79 
128 vs. yt. Indies Stb Test at New Delhi 19^79 
221 vs. Enfdand 4th Test at The Ova) 1979 
.IIS' vs. Anstralta 4t1t Test at New Delhi 19^1 
123 va> Anstrara AA Test at Bombay 1979 





Kngland's fast bowlers, Willis, Bo¬ 
tham and Hendrick. It did not help 
the spin bowlers Edmonds and Willey, 
citlicr. 

He has an insatiable appetite for 
nins and centuries and an indomi¬ 
table will to lict them. With 5572 
runs (indudiii/; 22 centuries) at an 
iiveranc o\ 57.15 in only 56 Tests to 
his rre^dit, he is the most proli&c of 
all Indi.in batsmen. 

Hut statistics alone do not reveal 
the real worth or class of a batsman. 
It should he judged not by the num¬ 
ber of runs lk‘ makes, but by the 
inanner in which he makes them. How 
last he makes his runs, how he bali> 
on a slicky wickct as well as in other 
conditions lielping the bowlers, how 
he tac’kks .i nisis and the quality of 
the oppcising bowlers arc things to 
bo ronsidored in this respect. That 
is why lack rlnglelort, the doyen of 
nickii vvritcp, lias no hesitation in 
toihijg thr* world that the late Victor 
rjunipor. who had a Test batting 
average vS onlv 59, was greater than 
Srr Donald Hraduifin, who had an 
.i>M < ro’ 90 (Indeed, Truraper’s 
Tc:.t rrnuify bedorc lunch against 
TiOgland on a lairt-soaked ground 
WMs <! more mcritonoiiF etforl than 
Don Ki jdiiffioS Test triple c’cntury 
in a single day in 
oonn.il condiMons of weather and 
wirkot.) 


Ai Lht; ejul the Test series bet¬ 
ween Midoi last year, 

?v5oiiajTi*7l:d opined that 
(ia\a kjs was tlK! best opening bats- 
i‘irjn ju vvoji^i tf;ckcT. Gavaskar fico- 


rtd ht.udv In dial senes and Mushiaq 
svooKl have tctiiuo him dithcull to 
dsfciodg* on the dodle Pakistani p . 
ches. Later, Alvui KalhchaiTao, the 
West ioclk's captain, also expressed 
the same view'. But Mushtaq and 
Kanich.inan arc wrong. The best 
opener in World Cricket today Is not 
Sunil Gavaskar, but Barry Richards, 
the Springbok One was embarrassed 
to read that, when Gavaskar scored 
a doobU' century against the West 
Indies at Bombay last December, 
Vi jay Merditini Mint him a compli¬ 
mentary let lei in which he wrote 
that Sunil was the greatest batsman 
ever produced by India. Perhaps, 
Gavaskar would have been embarra¬ 
ssed too! Imagine the late Sir Jack 
Hobbs telling Sir Ten Hutton that 
the latter was the greatest batsman 
ever produced by England! 


Surely, Gavaskar does not belong 
to the gallery of the truly great bats¬ 
men of all time like Victor Truinpcr, 
Don Bradman, Neil Harvey, Jack 
Hobbs, Wally Hammond, Denis Com¬ 
pton, Gary Sobers, Rohan Kanhat, 
Vi lay Merchant and Graeme Pollock, 
to mentloa a few. Unlike Gavaskar, 
they had no chinks in their armours 
against speed or spin and they never 
allowed their batting genius to be 
throttled by excessive defence. One 
wishes knowledgeable persons in the 
game were more fa.stidious and objec¬ 
tive in their assessment or its playors! 

V. KESAVAN 


ON THE WAY TO 221 AT 
THE OVAL 
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9l8ce f«r tiiM in tli« _ 

team. One knock ia 1989 for t|. 
Universiiiea affidast the New 
landers for Whom Oayk Hadlee 
was bewtiag at bis faMest iA<mld 
bave proved to tiye cooooissear 
tfaat here was a batsoian ready to 
be pkiiwd up for creataess. Only 
at ue fax end of tbe season did 
te wta his ODurt. Hut a ptaea in 
the Bombay team ia never one’s 
own unless one bas remarkable 
roiidstoncy. 

So. next season GavaHuw set 
about aidbiev^ tbia Urn |i 
hHtoy xdddv^ mwre leBlifiiUy 
asr etatfirtfcs than anytldeg else. 

The success story has not bees 
without scale punctuatiotts* bow> 
ever. But these amount to nO' more 
than a ccdon or a semhtoloii. The 
first came Down Under wium tito 
pane of Llil^ in 1971>72. made 
GavaHtar look out of dcn^. Stfil 
he showhd bis class by not btw9 
hit serionsly on the bo% whicb. 
omdd not he Mid of his lOttSttions’ 
ooHeagnen At the end ctf W 
cetfM Umt noted mitic Itohim 
son said that SodM dm 
Attstraltan bowlers wOoM «hnn 
^mielves btc^ that dwy 
eaoonntered Gavaskar ,1a e 
«a^ tetwnea two pewits.. Dn Gw 
lUfiit of. Snnny's immortil fimli 
sudi a Dcmdsome tribtan is mine 
to appear such an nndsrsbWmnentl 


White peaks there have been 
many, there was only one more 
valley, in 1972-73 when the games¬ 
manship of Tony Greig at siUy* 
point was responsible fmr Gavas¬ 
kar’s poor run of scoree He had 
only two half centuries in the five 
Tests but more than once was tiie 
victim of dubious ba^pad appeals. 
Aobin Marlar of the iwiiaop Ttmet 
said then: "Such luck should not 
come to a dog". But like a true 


gportsfDsnn GavWiwr wsi apt^pre- 
iWmmI to tslce nsfuge beblnn the 
excuse of had uni^ng.. $oroe 
mouths of introspe^g ftpswed 
nud the solution was nm long In 
coming. It was while watcldng the 
re-nin cl the series in a ilhn msde 
by Bain Bhoratwi that Gavaskar 
notweQ'Hut his hgt had Hid firom 
its pmiilcm ne^ to the rijkt toe 
to gomewhare hmiind the foot ^ 
in Uw forward defondve shot the 
bat edge was not closed completely 
t!^ the result that the twll 

off M *»d hm w 
thn pdgn. IM fonB 
was foctified somt and tifo mas 
fiowed town mfon. in fonwfiw. 

And to A.yaniltliant' wAtn at 

i&ss&Vfsst. 

««-WeT%'..£rri^ 

tSSSSfW&'X!' 

tlW'irMfwns Over 

heft 
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. ft 
Wifo «eady^ 
. _ nr a panama tw®. 

S2l^iu,iraSStJ£f H 

tl l Hwts 8r IWI SS- BCT*©i'‘WtoSWK&fl| ui||l^ 

aowMonff mwsev. WlM alone is 
‘ " “ttb for there is alssays 

i^' df forgetting a 
forhtuia in a hurry. 

Hts sense of humour tram 
•tmid* an crises, while his cnisade 
for a better deal to Test cridee- 
ers ia something future genera- 
'tions will be forever grateful for, 
foeugh they would mil like his 
setting of sudi high professional 
stondards In an amateur set-un. 
The lastnuahtjris one for wbiim Ga¬ 
vaskar will be remembered for 
eternity. 


P V. J. KAR 


. --- 

How he 
became a 
fighter 

GENERALISING ON THE STU- 
peadous works of the artists 
of bis timesi Freochmaa Aodre 
Malraox coucluded that ^*art U a 
revolt agaiast man’s fate’^ Loedt- 
lug at the aura of batsmansbip 
Sunil Gavaskar bas woven around 
biniselfs one could say that Mai* 
raux’s statement holds good for 
Sunil Gavaskar as well. 

Condemned to propping up the 
crumbling edihee of an India inn* 
ings, Gavaskar has come up with 
some astounding feats that could 
inspire as much awe as any great 
work of art. The true test ol a 
sportsman, just as the true test of 
a man's character, tics in how he 
shapes up in a crisis. Gavaskar’s 
track record would entitle him to 
the highest marks. 


What is the genesis of such 
gi'Catnes^, yon might ask. It is not 
such a difficult qio^stton to answer 
if one considers the fiequency 
with which he has foudd himself 
In tight situations and the condi* 
Uoning this frequency alone im- 
oaits to his mental process. 


I would go deeper and state 
that it is his early fight again, 
despondency that iias made Ga- 
vaskar the success story. When he 
was in university ne was a model 
of consistency but there was no 


against Australia in 1977-78, Gavaskar 
joined Barrington of England; Brad¬ 
man, Fingleton and Harvey of 
Australia and Weeks and Walcott of 
West Indies to score a hundred in 
four successive Tests. 

GAVASKAR HAS EARNED THE 
distinctioD of winning his very first 
Test as skipper in the first Test 
against New Zealand at Auckland in 
1975-76. He also earned the unenvi¬ 
able record of being dismissed by the 
very first bail of the match, caught 
by Alan Knott off Geoff Arnold of 
England at Birmingham in 1974. 

HE IS THE ONLY INDIAN 
batsman to score over 500 runs on 
three occasions — 774 in four Tests 
vs. West Indies in West Indies in 
1970-71: 732 in six Tests versus West 
Indies in India in 1978-79 and 542 in 
four Tests vs. England in England 
1879. 


GAVASKAR HAS SCORED ALL 
his 22 centuries as an opener, which 
is a rare feat. Only Don Bradman of 
Australia (29) and Gary Sobers of 
West Indies (26) scored more hun¬ 
dreds than him. 


GAVASKAR HIT A CENTURY 
against all Test playing countries 
except South Africa, against whom 
he has yet to play a Test. 


GAVASKAR HAS SCORED MOST 
runs in the India-West Indies Tests 
for either side. His 2,(M)4 runs in 28 
innings off 16 Tests has bettered the 
earlier best of 1,920 in 30 innings of 
18 Tests by Sobers. Gavaskar also 
holds this record for India vs. Eng¬ 
land Tests. His 1,521 runs in % 
innings of 20 Tests has eclipsed Vijav 
Manjrekar's 1,181 and Ken Barring¬ 
ton’s 1.355. 


ONLY ONCE IN FIRST CLASS 
cricket Gavaskar was dismissed In the 
’nineties’. He was caught by Sat- 
fraz Nawaz off Mushtaq Mohammed 
for 97 in theY^diore Test last season. 

AFTER HITTING HIS FIRST 
eight hundreds abroad, Gavaskar got 
bis ninth in India. Only Keil Barring¬ 
ton of England had scored more oen^ 
turies (nine) before getting a ton on 
home soil. 


GAVASKAR REGISTERED 10 
three-figure innings against West 
lndie»» bettering Sobers eight hun¬ 
dreds against Imia. No other bats¬ 
man has ever scored more than six 
centuries against the C|i*ihI>oJSf^* 
Gavaskar has also secured the third 
position jointly with Sobers, among 
the batsmen who have scored most 
hundreds against oue single country. 
Bradman (19 vs. England), Hobbs (12 





Sunil and 

VIJAYAN BALA 



QUNXL GAVASKAR QOUPUS^Tm HI8 5.000 RUNS IN TEST OmCKSTT m TtXK 
^ necoiid Test against Australia In Sept«ml>er last This was C^vaa^ar'a fiSnd 
Teat* Donald Bradman of Australia, viio eonkpletad his 5,000 nuts Iti only 84 
Tests, ia the only batsman to achlteve this fsat in leas time. 

Given \ie\ow are the Test Ogures oCBradxnaa and Gavaskar series by series : 


BEAPIIAN £ 

Year OpMAentp 

Teats 

Bgaa 

Avg. 

9B9a 

Ms 

199a 

«9a 

Its 49 

Ga. 

tej8>a9 

England 

4 
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68.85 

•mm 
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a 

' 4 
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UKiO 

England 

5 

974 

139.14 

1 

2 
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3 

— 

U30-31 

West Indiea 

5 

447 

74.5U 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

IMI‘32 

SouUi Africa 

5 

808 

aoi.w 


2 
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1(32-33 

England 

4 

398 

66.67 


— 

1 

a 
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1 

1334 

England 

5 

758 

94.75 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

193947 

England 

5 

810 

90.00 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1988 

England 

4 

434 

108.50 



s 

1 

2 


19M-47 

England 

5 

680 

97.14 

— 

1 

i 

3 

2 

1 

t947-48 

India 

5 

716 

178.76 


1 

8 

1 

1 

«.« 

19*8 

England 

5 

508 

72.57 

— 


2 

1 ^ 

4 

2 

TOTAL. 


62 
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99.94 

3 

10 

17 

13 

31 


GAVA8KAJI t 

Yeiur OppoACAiv 

Teats 

Jtans 

Avg. 

'Ms 

MBs 

109tt 

Sis 

i ta 4g 

Os. 

1971 

We»t Zndlea 

4 

774 

164.89 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

im 

England 

3 

144 

24.0U 



— 

a 

3 

1 

4973-73, 

England 

5 

224 

24.% 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

7 

1 

1974 

England 

8 

217 

36.16 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1974-75 

West Indies 

2 

108 

27.00 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1976 

Naw 2^and 

8 

266 

66.50 

— 

,— 

1 

I 

3 


1978 

West Indies 

4 

390 

66.71 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

— 

1876 

New Zealand 

U 

269 

43.16 

— 

— 

\ 

1 

4 


1976-77 

England 

5 

394 

39,40 

— 


1 

2 

e 

1 

1977-76 

Australia 

5 

460 

50.00 



3 

— 

6 

,1 

1978 

Pakistan 

3 

447 

89.40 



2 

2 

2 

1978-79 

Weat Indies 

6 

792 

91,60 

— 

1 

a 

1 

3 

1 

16^ 

England 

4 

543 

77.43 

— 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1979 

Australia 

8 

148 

37.00 

— 


— 

2 

2 


TOTAL 

63 

5095 

66.61 

— 

S 

17 

23 

47 

7 


(Note : Gavaskar's Sigurw are up to the Kanpur Test of the 1879 ladla*Austfttlia 
series).' 


Given below are how Bradman and Gavaskar got to their 6,000 runs. 
BBABMAN ! 

1000 runs (1196) 7th Test 13 Innings vs England at Leeds In 1980 

*3000 runs j(3ll5> i6th Test- 22 Innings vs. g. Africa at Brisbane in 1981-d2 

3000 runs (3020) 23rd Test 93 Innings va England pi Sydney hi 1932*33 

4000 runs <4252) Slsl Teat 48 Innings vs. England ft Melbourne in 1936*37 

6000 runs <5(/77> mh Tret 56 Innings va. England at Leeds in 1938 

GAVAHUAB t 

1000 runs (1047) llth Test 21 Innings vs England at Kanpur in 1972-73 

21)00 runs (2055) 23Td Test 44 Innings vs. W. Indies at I^rt-of-gpaln 

^ (3fd Test) in 1976 

8000 runs <S023i ^34th Test 66 Innkiga va. Australia at Perth in tW-TS 

4000 luiis (4068) 4Srd Test 81 Innings vs. W. Indies at Calcutta in 1078-79 

5000 runs (5007) G2nd Test 96 Inning vs. Australia at Bangalore in 1978 

/JARV SOBERB. THE ALL-TUSSl GREAT ALLrROUNDER. HAfi ANNOtmCtD 
^ his best 10 current batsmen of the world recently. With tha exception 9f 
BouGi African Barry Richards, who has played only 4 Tests. Gavaskar has the 
best average. Given below are the Test batting figures of Bobers' top jjO i 


mayers 

Barry Richard a (South Africa) 
Sanll Gavaskar (India) 

Vivian Richards (West Indies) 
Greg Chappell (Australia) 

Alvin Koillcharran (West Indies) 
Gordon Greenidge (West Indies) 
Eaheer Abbas (Pakistan) 
dive Ltoyd (West Indies) 

Ian Chappell (Australia) 

J>er«k Randall (England) 


T 

1 

N.O. 

R 

H.S. 

c 

4 

7 

0 

508 

140 

2 

53 

97 

7 

5005 

221 

20 

28 

47 

2 

2500 

291 

8 

61 

90 

13 

4097 

2*7 • 

14 

51 

86 

8 

3869 

187 

It 

19 

39 . 

2 

1641 

134 

5 , 

33 

59 

3 

2460 

274 

9 

65 

113 

8 

4694 

242 ♦ 

11\ 

72 

130 

9 

5187 

196 

14 

25 

41 

4 

1099 

m 

; 2. 


F 

2 

28 

8 

20 

20 

9: 

8 

i' 


B&ii 

HUM 

.<8.4$- 

4S.«i 

4&7» 

‘S-W. 


VS Austratfg) and SohM (10 vs £pg. 
laud) are the other batsmen. 

GAVASKAR HAD A HAND IN 
the best partnerships for India 
against a particular country for the 
following wickets : 192 runs for the 
first wicket with Chelan Chauhan 
against Australia at Bombay this 
year; 344 runs (unfinished) for the 
second wicket with Dilip Vengsarkar 
in the 3rd Test vs. West Indies at 
Calcutta last season and 204 for the 
fifth wicket with Brijesh Patel in the 
second Test vs. West Indies at Port 
of Spain in 1975<76. He also figured 
in 100-run partnerships for India on 
29 occasions whic^ is the most by an 
Indian batsman. 


HIS 447 MADE IN THE THREE- 
Test series against Pakistan in Pa¬ 
kistan last season is the highest score 
in a series for India against Pakistan. 

GAVASKAR HAS OPENED BOTH 
batting and bowling for India in 
Tests four times. He opened India's 
innings with Chauhan 39 times in 24 
Tests, which is also a record. 


BY SCORING 119 AGAINST NEW 
Zealand in 1976*77; 108 against 

England the same season; 205 against 
W^cst Indies last season and 123 
against Australia earlier this month, 
Gavaskar scored four successive cen¬ 
turies in Bombay. Only Bradman 
and Vijay Hazare scored four conse¬ 
cutive hundreds at one place. Gavas¬ 
kar had scored four successive Test 
tons at Port of Spain in three Tests 
— 124 and 220 in 1970-71; 156 and 
102 in the second and third Tests in 
1975-76. 


IN 12 MONTHS COMMENCJNC 
from October 17. 1978, at Falsalabad 
till October 16, 1979 at Delhi Gava.s 
kar has piled up 1.978 runs which, 
incidentally, is the maximum ruiw 
scored in a period of 12 months. His 
scores in this period were as follows : 
447 runs in three Tests vs. Pakistan 
in Pakistan; 732 runs in 6 Tests vs. 
West Indies in India; 542 runs in 4 
Tests vs. England in England and 
263 rdns in 4 Tests vs. Australia in 
India. He bettered Vivian Richards’ 
(West Indies) record of 1,811 runs in 
14 Tests from 28.11.1975 to 17.8.1976. 


BY SCORING FIVE CENTURIES 
against Australia — 113 at Brisbane. 
127 at Perth, 118 at Melbourne. 115 
at Delhi and 123 at Bombay — he 
has bettered Bradman, Harvey and 
Simpkon’s four centuries in an India- 
Australia serieis. 

BEGINNING HIS STRING OF 
tall scores on October 17, 1978, in 
the first Test vs. Pakistan at Falsala¬ 
bad, Gai^askar reached the four- 
figtire mark (1,014 runs) on January 
2, 1979, in the third Test against West 
Indies at Calcutta, in just 78 days. 
This is the world’s fastest 1,000 runs 
In Tests. Bradman also scored 1104 
runs in 6 Tests. 
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Sportsworld Special 


Imran 
Khan: 
John 
Snow is 

my ideal 

Q: How do you feel when you are 
toM that you are the fastest bowler 
PaUstan has produced? 

A: As it is. Pakistan hasn’t had 
too many fast bowlers. There are 
two reasons for this. One, the pitches 
and atmosphere (in Pakistan) do not 
suit fast bowlers. Two, by and lar^e 
the Pakistanis arc not strong enough 
to be fast bowlers. Then, another re¬ 
lated aspect is that it is necessair 
that there be a hero—an idol—^if 
fast bowlers or batsmen arc to come 
up. When kid^s in Australia start 
bowling, they want to be like Lillee 
or Thomson but in Pakistan in 1950, 
Hanif was the greatest favourite and 
everybody wanted to bat like him. In 
the sixties Asif and Majid became 
the new idols and they, too, were 
batsmen. Yes, Fazal Mahmood was 
also good—and popular—in his days» 
but he, too. was not a fast bowler. 

0: Wbo was your ideal bowlet? 

A: When 1 started playing cridket, 

I had no intentions ot teing a fast 
bowler. 1 used to love battiifg. 
Why, my favourite cricketer was first 
Javed Burke and then Majid Khan 
and I wanted to follow their foot¬ 
steps. I never used to bowl fast 
except occasionally at the nets. It 
never occurred to me that I should 
try my hand at bowling fast. Before 
1 went to England in 1971, I did 
once get to see Lillee bowl—though 
not from close—and while 1 admired 
his bowling, the bowler who really 
impressed me was John Snow. He 
had a beautiful action. If I have 
ever attempted to bowl like anybody, 
then that’s John Snow. 

Q: Wbeu M you start plgyliig 
orickei? 

A: My cricket career started when 
I enrolled znysetf in Lahore’s Adie* 
son College. And 1 continued to play 
cricket when later 1 went on to 
Oxford. 

Q: When did you take to fast 
bowUng In eitncetT 

A: I became a fast bowler only 
after 1976. My first real experience 
as a fast bowler came at Sydney in 
1976-77. And, to be quite honest, 1 
was surprised when, after last year’s 


match at Perth, 1 was declared the 
third fastest bowler in the world 

Q: If you were asked to nomiiute 
three of ibe best fast bowlers in the 
world* who all would ^ou choose? 

A: In my view, Michael Holding 
is the best of the world’s fast bowl¬ 
ers. He is very, very quick and his 
action and style is so good that he 
leaves everybody else behind. Dennis 
Lillee a>mes second—he is still very 
good in spite of the fact that he has 
been around for so many years. Andy 
Roberts would come third. 

Q: How did you find playing in 
WSC and, esp^ally, playii^ idghi 
cricket? 

A: I feel night cricket is ideal for 
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Pakistan hasn't had luo many 
fast bowlers. The pitches' and 
atmosphere (in Pakistan) do not 
suit fast bowling Pakistanis are 
also not St long enough to be 
fast bowlers. Then, another 
related aspect is that it is neceS' 
sary that there be an idea! if fast ] 
bowlers or batsmen are to come 
up. Fazal Mahmood a 

popular bowler m his days, bur 
he too was not a fast bowter 


those countries in which people do 
not have the time (for cricket) in the 
day or in those countries where it is 
generally too hot. Then, it doesn’t 
natter too much if you play in the 
night. At least, I didn’t feel anything 
(strange) about it. I am quite in 
favour of night cricket. Cricket-lovers 
should also like It because it comes 
across very well on TV. 

Q: Which do you regard as your 
bcul Test performance? 

A: The Sydney Test in the ’76*77 
season. (Imran took 12 wickets In 
that match.) Apart from that, I 
have bowled well in quite a few Tests 
without getting the proper rewards 
for it, like in the Auckland Test vs 
New T’lpaland when 1 troubled all the 
batsmen. 


Q: Has there been any matdi 
wbleh has left you disappolnied? 

A: Yes, the second Test against 
Australia in Perth earlier this year. 
We lost the match owing to bad field¬ 
ing and, further. I couldn’t succe^ 
In taking my 100th wicket. (Note: 
Imran has 93 Test wickets and took 
only three in that match.) 


Q: Which batsman, or batsmen, 
do jrou consider it an achievement to 
get out? 

A: I am particularly satisfied 
when I take the wickets of Ian 
Chappell and Vivian Richards. I re¬ 
gard them as the two best batsmen 
in the world. 


Q: WlddL serlea till now have you 
enjoyed the most? 

A: Last year’s series against India, 


Q: Do you think that people In 
India and Fakhdan are much mom 
fend of cricket thaJi others? 

•A: Yes. I think so. People in this 
sub-continent are interested in the 
cricket being played all over. They 
might not know English but they will 
still know everything about the play¬ 
ers in the England and the Austra¬ 
lia teams. They had even kept In 
*touch with news about WSC cridket. 
They have enormous curiosity about 
cricket and they read anyth'ng they 
can lay their hands on. Once, when 
we were returning from Australia, 
we reached Bombay at midnight 
because our (light was delayed by 
about six hours. As per our pro¬ 
gramme, we were to spend four hours 
In Bombay which, we had thought, 
we would utilise in looking up old 
friends. The flight delay made non¬ 
sense of our intentions but wten we 
reached Bombay, imagine our sur¬ 
prise when there were hundreds of 
people to welcome us. 

Q; Do you think cricket could 
help improve relatfons between liuUa 
and Pakfatan? 

A: Well, just consider what effect 
last year’s series had on relations 
between the two countries. I believe 
Shat people who went to I*aki.stan 
from India behaved like perfect 
models of brotherhood and affection. 
This one fact is enough to show the 
role that cricket can play in the two 
countries. 



Majid 

Khan: 

I always 
say what 
I feel 

Q; llVhen dMI you ftaii pUylntf 
crkkei? 

A: After 1 hmshed my schooling 
in Lahore’s St Anthony School. I Join* 
ed Achcsoii College and that’s where 
1 started playing cnckeL In that 
college* tli^ coach was Abdulrub 
Sahib., and he took real pains to 
teach me the finer points of cridcet 
Later on, I started playing for bis 
Friends Cricket Club. Even today, 
when that dub requires me. 1 play 
for them. 

Q: You have been accnaed of 
keeping yourself aloof... 

A. (Laughs) Because I am arro¬ 
gant and proud, right? Fact is, tny 
nature is such that 1 invariably spill 
out whatever I think. Perhaps this 
Is why some people take offen^; 
most people are quite happy with 
flattery and half-truths. That is why 
I have come to the conclusion that 
people should speak the minimum. 

Q: In the series agaiiiat India last 
year* you repeated^ got out at 
around 40, What happened? 

A: How can I say how and why 
I got out? May be 1 tended to relax 
after I reached 40. However, I be¬ 
lieve that if an opening batsman 
has seen off the new-hall bowlers ^and 
the spinners have come in, then he 
should go on to make a century. 1 
don’t know what happened against 
India. But believe me, I hadn’t been 
*bribed* by the Indians to get out 
soon! 

Q: People stiU talk about one 
tunings you played against Glamor¬ 
gan In 1967. l>o you remembor that 

Innings? 

A: Yes. I do. That innings is 
perhaps the most memorable one 1 
nave played. 1 scored 174 and re- 
maiited unbeaten. I was particular 
ly mad at Roger Davis then and hit 
him for five sixes m one over 1 
would have tried for a six in the last 
ball also, but he cleverly dropped 
that ball near his feet. Still. I set a 
record with five sixes in an over and 
it was only 'seven years later that 
Sobers broke that by hitting six over 
boundaries—that too. against Glam¬ 
organ. I remember I hit 1^ sixes in 
that match. 


Q: Has any Ibst left you 
appointed? 

A: Yes. aftemwe failed to win tiie 
Sydney Test in Y97273 

Q; And when have you firit the 
hapideot? 

A: After we took revenge by beat¬ 
ing Austraha at Sydney itself in 
1976-77. 



S/ncp / am a pan of thp Pakistan 
tPam you can t pxppct n)P h> 
pratiyp It We nepd to think of 
(he future because wp need one 
or two good fast bowlers and a 
good opening bat 


Q: Why dfid yon prefer to be¬ 
come a profeesiofial by joining Kerry 
Packer? 

A: 1 believe that these days play¬ 
ing cricket is a full-time job. And 
our society gives every individual the 
freedom to choose his vocation Our 
engineers and doctors are free to go 
abroad and further their prospects 
so 1 don’t know why some people 
were upset when we opted for WSC 
And Mr Packer never stopped us 
from playing for Pakistan. Instead, 
he spent millions of dollars on us. 

Q: What do you think of thu pre- 
mnt Pakisiapl team? 

A: Since I am a part of the team, 
you can’t expect me to praise it. We 
need to think of the future because 
we need one or two good fast bow¬ 
lers and a good opening bat 


Javed 
Miandad: 

I provoke 
bowlers 

4: Vfhen did you start pUylng 
cricket? 

A: When I was about mne years 
old. I used to play cricket in the 
streets. Later on. 1 started going to 
the Mushm Gymkhana, of which my 
fathei was the pcesident, but only 
big boys used to play there. When 
I grew up a little, the Muslim Gym 
khana people started cdlhng me to 
do their fielding. Once it so happen¬ 
ed that one of their players failed to 
turn up and 1 got the opportunity to 
play for them, but then I was very 
small in stature and 1 was sent m to 
bat last. Mushm Gymkhana had all 
but lost that match when J went jn 
but by playing with a straight bat, i 
managed to hold it to a draw Natu 
rally, my stock went up in the Muslim 
Gymkhana. Further, my father no 
longer objected to my playing encket 
If 1 was not included in the Muslim 
Gymkhana team, I would be the 
twelfth man and happily do the field 
Ing, or. if necessary, ew*n the scoring. 
The fact is, I really enjoy fielding and 
my throw always goes to the wicket 
keeper’s hands The iirsi-ever prize 
I got in aicket was when I played as 
the twelfth man in a match 

Q: Do you enjoy playing .spin or 
pace? 

A. It’s really fun to hit the fast 
bowlers, especially when they (fast 
bowlers) get mad and throw a bum 
per. And spin bowling is meant to 
be hit 

Q; Which match do yon regard as 
the most onforgettahle? 

A: I regard my first match against 
the West Indies in the Prudential 
World Cup of 1975 as very memor¬ 
able. I played much better than was 
expected but, unfortunately, we still 
lost the matdi. 

4: How have yon devdopedi ancii 
a safe pair of ha&da for catdiea? 

A: If your antidpation is good 
then no catch is difficult to take. 

4: Do y«w ever tiy to andy pvy* 
diologieal preaame on a bowlerT 

A: Yes, 1 do. 1 try to make the 
bowlers mad at me because 1 know 
that when they bowl in anger they 
bowl badly and then I can hit them. 

4: How do yon fed when yon gel 
ovt for no worof 

A: Absolutely normaL That’s a 
oart of cridcet. Sometimes you score 
8 century, other times you are out 





first ball. But people waat you to 
in every ianintfs. Alter alls 


score in every innings. . 
cricketers arc also human. 


Q; Tou ^ve gone out of Paktatan 
with ao npmy tesania. Do yon recall 
any particularly Inlcrestiiig lAddeDt 
that has taken place? 

A: Oh, 60 many things happen 
when 20 men spend all the day to¬ 
gether for months. One rather re¬ 
cent one 1 remember took place in 
our West Indies tour in 1977. We 
had itsached Dominica after playing 
a Test, There wasn’t much of a 
social life there and all of us would 
have dinner in the hotel itself. One 
night, we noticed that a dish by the 
name of 'mountain chicken* was there 
in the menu. We thought it must 
be a local delicacy. We all ordered, 
'mountain chicken* and ate it with 
great relish. Sarfra? Nawaz had gone 
out and when he came back all ex¬ 
cept our manager had finished. Sar- 
fraz asked us what we ate and when 
he heard our answer he burst out into 
a huge guffaw and informed us that* 
we had actually eaten frogs. TTie 
fnanagor left his plate immediately 
and all of ii.s started feeling uneasy 
and some even vornitted. 

Q: How did you feel when you 
made your debut? 

A: Nothing siiccial. Actually, 1 
lost all my big match app^rchei^ons 
when I turned out for Pakistan in 
the 1975 World Cup. -»\Vhen 1 made 
niv Test debut against New Zealand 
in 1976-77, the entire team helped in 
giving me encouragement. Asif Iqbal 
was particularly reassuring and hel¬ 
ped a great deal in my scoring a 
century on debut. 

Q: Wky have you stopped paying 
inportaiice to your le^-spinnm? 

A: A player’s altitude towards 
bowling depends a lot on the cap¬ 
tain’s coniidence in him. When 1 
started playing Test cricket in 1976- 
77, the Pakistan captain Mushtaq 
Mohammed had great confidence in 
me and would give me a bowl even 
before Intikhab Alam. 1 went on to 
take quite a few wickets in Karachi 
and Lahore. Then, when we went to 
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Australia (in ’7G‘77), Mushtafi afiain 
reposed a lot of confidenoe ia me. 
In Adelaide, 1 even iiumfied to »ye 
the Test for Pakistan. But when Wa- 
sim Bari became Wtain. he &<ta t 
«how the same attitude and I fiot 
very little to bowl afiainst Borland. 
However. I do ttot have any com¬ 
plaint against captains, tecauM toey 
wQl obwously do what they think is 
best for the couotry. 

41: Haw 4» yau fed whM you 
have te go to bat whoa the team is 
In u crisis? . ^ 

A: It is definitely more chafleng- 
Ing to bat In g crisis, but m has to 
diedt one’s strokes. If 
play a wrong or a risky shot, I tell 
myself: ‘Javed, you have played 


wrong. 'Whca.l succeed in rescuing 
my team front a difficult situation, I 
feel very satisfied with myself. 

Q: What asenortea do you have 
of the firm Tern against Australia 
etiHcr t bic yetiT 

A: God was really kind to us. 

I Just consider: On the final day at 
tea, Australia were only three down 
for over SOO. We were all very sad. 
1 kept praying to God, and even after 
we took the field. I continued to 
pray.'And the moments that follow¬ 
ed will forever stay in my memory 
when Sarfraz took seven wickets for 
the cost of just one run. Australia 
were all out for 520 and wc won tjw 
match. I felt so grateful to God and 
I was so dated that I started crying, 

(Courtoiy. 'Ravivai') 







PAKISTANIS VS BOARD 
PRESIDENT'S XI 

Several 

questions, 

no 

answers 

T ie match BEmEEN the 

touring Paki^ani team and the 
Board Prr-aident’s XI was; to provide 
a iot of an-swers. It was to give us 
iioine idea as to the present strength 
and weakness of our neighbours 
atio;s the border. Also it was to be 
a telling ground for our raw rookies 
and whether some of our Test dis' 
cards still have any cricket left in 
them. 

Bain, the spoil-sport, saw to it that 
all those questions reniaincrl unans¬ 
wered. 'Fhe Pakistanis left out Asif 
tiiid Imran from the team which was 
announced the night before the 
match. But bn the next morning, one 
learnt that Zaheer Abbas also was 
being rested, llie crowds did feel let 
down. All in all, not the best of 
starts to a match. 

Why did Zaheer have the task 
ot carrying lomMs and drinks to the 
held? Clearly Zaheer was out of 
depth in this job. It must have been 
a long time since be was a twelfth 
man in a match. 

The PakistahLs had expressed the 
fooling that the 'Samrat* balls 
v/hicii they had used in the earlier 
match at Jaipur were going out of 


shape too soon. So. for this match, 
they experimented with Springbok’ 
balls. 

The outneld was bumpy and the 
fielders consequently were a little 
cautious when running about. The 
Pakistanis were put in by Auoshuman 
who won the toss. Talat Mirza. who 
had been a prolific scorer in the 
undcr-19 matches between the two 
countries, and Sadiq Walked out to 
opv n the innings. 

In the third delivery of the first 
over by Yograj» the ball rose sudden¬ 
ly and rubbed against Taiai's right 
glove and Reddy took the catch. All 
through YograJ, using his height was 
able to make the ball lift disconccr- 
Ungiv on a wicket which bad dew on 
it. Majid, who was leading the side 
ill Asii s absence, joined Sadiq* 

Vograj’s direction left much to be 
desired but when he was on the spot, 
the batsman had trouble negotiating 
the rising ball Surprisingly, Sadiq 
did not make much headway at the 
wicket. He was hit on the ankle by 
a Yograj delivery and had to retire. 
Javed Miandad. who comes here with 
a great reputation, was out first ball 
in an idonliciil manner to Talat, ex¬ 
cept that in this case the ball touched 
the bat 

Talat Mirza, when he was dismis¬ 
sed, was disappointed. He knows 
that with bd'Csmcn like Zaheer, Majid 
and Asif, there arc not going to be 
many opportunities. He’ll have to 
cash with what little he gets. 

Wasiin Raja started banging the 
boil ironi the moment he came in. 
Parlitujarly strong on the Icg^e, 
Raja was crisp in his stroke-play. Off 
lire very first ball he played from 
Saudeep, Uaja mistimed his stroke 
and Yograj at mid-on was not pre; 
pared tor the catch. Earlier. Yograj 
had missed a caught-and-bowled 



Yograj Singh — sxiccessfui pace 
bowling 

chance. But Raja's aggrcssi\c streak 
didn’t pay,, for soon he was caught 
brilliantly by YashpaJ. 

All through this, Majid stood firm. 
One realised why he was such a good 
bat* Exhibiting cautiousness, Majid 
saw every bail on to his bat. Once 
he had been long enough at the 
Wicket, Majid displayed his strokes. 
He lifted Aloke Bhattacharya effort¬ 
lessly over mid-on. But It took a 
beauty of a ball from Yograj to hit 
Majiefs off-stump when the batsman 
had scored 58. 

Muddassar is very much like Che¬ 
lan Chauhan. He dig.s himself in. 
And before you realize, he's plus 70 
on the boara. 

Sandeep Patil bowkd economically 
and did not allow the batsman much 
liberty. Yograj had to bo taken off 
by Gaekwad after his first spell of 
seven overs in which he got two 
wickets because he had developed 
blisters. 

Pakistan were 192 for 7 at close of 
play. 

HARESH MUNWANI 



IS Police driving spectators out 6f the ground 







Pakistani Tour Diary 



Sadtq Mohammed at the former Maharajahs Palace 


BARODA : 

W HILE THE PAKISTANI 
trjcketers^ wcrt at 
tho nets here on the 
evening before the match, 
the presence of a 32-year-ol<l 
man ballled everyone. This 
fellow was showing great cn 
thuSMsm while l^whog to 
the visiting batsmen. In 
fact, he matched the cricket 
ers m everything they did« 
He I an three Taps of the 
ground with Wasini Bari, did 
\cry rigorous bending exern 
$os with Javed Miandad and 
eagerly signed autographs 
too. It was later revealed 
that he was Aslam Sanjrani 
the assistant manager of the 
touring team But Mi San 
jrani took it too far when ho 
challenged Asif Iqbal as the 
Pakistan Captain came to 
bat The bet was that he 
was ^oing to get Asif out 
who m turn was claiming 
that he would hit the ball 
for a boundary Sanjrani 
asked “Why not a six?^’ 
Asit replied “That would 
be taking too much of a 
risk” Coming from a man 
who IS renowned for hi»*im 
provisation of strokes and 
one who can really clout the 
ball. It was indeed modest 
N<H}dles$ to add, Asif won 
the bet 

Quite in contrast was the 
picture on the other side 
As It IS the Board Presi 
dint*5 XI comprised players 
from all over the country. 
Add to it the fact that they 
were without their captain 
Aunshuman Gaekwad and 
the team manager D. K 
Gaekwad — both of whom 
tied up with Aunshu¬ 
man o> sisteCs wedding at 


Bombay the previous day 
and thus arrived in Baroda 
on the morning of the match 
—and you’ll realize how 
handicapped the players 
must have been. For ex¬ 


ample they yvere told at 
2-10 pm that they had to 
go for net practice at 2-30 
p m They lacked orienta¬ 
tion. Did ! hear anyone say 
team meetings were held 


4Mf flonkpd hv Maiid (left) and Zaheer,wtth one of the wonder parrots 



^irbtn stntogy nm 
ctused? Sorry not in <nir 
country. 

TheCncoatri^ Board Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. Chinooswamy, was 
m Baroda for two days. He 
explained he had to 
back to Bangalore which 
was preparing for the first 
Test. He saU: “All ddeets' 
have been sold out and atiU 
there are StMlOO more petmie 
who are damouring for 
seats In dl my Ufe, I have 
not seen this hind cl en¬ 
thusiasm among the people 
to witness a Test matdi.” 


The former Maharaja of 
Baroda hosted a dinner for 
the two teams on the first 
day of the match itself as 
Mr. Cbinnaswamy was leav¬ 
ing the same night. The 
function began with a parrot 
show which was simply mar¬ 
vellous MohammedMai, the 
tiainer of the parrots, re¬ 
vealed that three genera¬ 
tions of his family had been 
practisiny the art making 
parrots do things most 
people wouldn’t dream of. 
Mohammed made a dozen 
parrots do unbelievable 
tilings One played a piano, 
while another danced. 
Another turned a rod with 
a flame at eadi end on his 
beak. Still another drove a 
tricycle and a toy car en¬ 
tirely on bis own. which in¬ 
cluded starting and stop¬ 
ping Four of them sat in 
a mini giant-wheel while 
another used his beak to 
rotate the machine. Mount¬ 
ing a camera for a photo¬ 
graph with film and enact¬ 
ing an aoddeut scene where 
one of them is run over by 
a car, ringing for the doctor 
and rendering first aid were 
among the other feats these 
wing^ creatures performed 
Mohammed explained t *Tfor 
mally, 1 don't cut their 
wings. But if I find that s 
particuisr parrot Is a *s|iai- 
tan’ (devil), then I do." 


'Hie chmax of flie SB- 
minute diow w« when one 
of them moulted a cannon 
in the way iTs really done 
and fired it. Thme yra* k 
loud bang in the room, it 
served to rmnfaid us dnt R; 
was real and not a dream. 
The gaUmring tnorotigltb 
eoicHrea the act The Pdd> 
stanu went into raptures 
over the performances. 
Majid Khan, who was load- 
Ing the side, askod all m 
teammates to give a stand¬ 
ing ovation to Midiamnnd, 
A fine gesture indeed. 


Mohammed must to tak. 
ing greM Mdns to tniln toe 
ptfcots. One wonm nM 
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imitnaise patihenct at ttte 
job. Mohammad was no 
doubt cajoling and goading 
tbcfftt occasloitall^» wt yet 
tbo end resalt was eatbral- 
ling. 

While presenting mfls. the 
former Maharaja of Baroda 
told Justice -Jaan, the Pidev 
stani team manager: 
kfiow your boy$ better than 
you/* And he was right, 
having visited Pakistan as 
the Indian team’s manager 
la^t year. He was well 
acauaintod with her players. 

As usual when the um¬ 
pires were being presented 
tbeir mementos no one 
dapped, except Asif l(}bal. 
And soon the audience join¬ 
ed in. Besides being captain 
and vioe-captain, Asif and 
Maiid are great friends. 
They get along well and de¬ 
pend a lot on each other. In 
certain spheres, they have 
identical vicMrs, 

Over dinner, Asif walked 
over to join Chinnaswamy 
and the former Maharaja 
and jocularly toW the Boa^ 
President: “J am a Padter 
agent and want to reoruii 
the services of the Maha¬ 
raja.” 

P IEKE WAS TIGHl 
security for the Pakistan 
icain* PoliQp were always 
escorting them wherever 
they went. One evening the 
cops were surprised when 
suddenly they found Asif, 
Majid, Miandad, Wasim Bari 
and Iqba> Qasim going for a 
walk. The police had a 
tough time controlling the 
street crowds^ Traffic jams 
were caused, when the 
players were requested to i 
get into a police van for I 
tiicir safety. To an innocent, 
viewer it must nave been 
very punning as to what 
these ’culprits' had dmie. 
Ultimately, Asif and coiuh 
pany went for a 'chakkar* 
and bought a tape recorder. 

One of the touring team 
members complaiDed: ”We 
are staying in a hotel which 
is in a very congested arba. 
There Is a achool and a 
cinema house in the aame 
compound. So you can ima^ 
gine the din. Besides, 
people are watdng Mtside 
oar hotel for all ^ 34 
honrt.” 

^ Add to fUs agony the 
fact diat k rmned fog. mast 
of the time tte PakIstaMBi 
were in Bfuroda and the very 
Ihailwl entevtaiiiment oppor* 
tunities h cKy Kko Owt can 
offer «d ymrtl miUae what 


Um UNWd^ aie^ 
stgnis caught op VrtHi Jhidian 
movies; Among those ttun 
they saw wefe^Amar Deep*. 
’Kaala Patthar*.- ‘Sanayana*, 
'Gehri Ohal’ slid *6m^gam* 
Sfikandar Bakht, the young 
and debonair pace bowler, 
told me : *Tve got a hat- 
trick. I saw three movies 
in one day/* 

During the nets. Imran 
Khan wore a white T'^hirt 
which said *^Big boys play 
at night/* Now just in case 
you get other ideas, it was 
an advertisiag message to 
popularise night cricket 
Similarly, Asif wore one 
which sakl "Shepherds them 
all" It couldn't have been 
more apt because Asif does 
care for his boys the same 
way a shephord would 
attend to his fibek. But Asif 
explained: "It was a sou¬ 
venir for having played in 
John Shepherd’s benefit/’ 
Asif and Shepherd were 
teammates in the Kent 
cricket side. 

I1ie Pakistanis were mob* 
bed everywhere they went. 

I Aulograph'hunters sought 
I them out at the vaguest of 
I places. But they bore it with 
a smile. Asif put it very 
nicely: ‘Tt doesn’t bother 
me. 1 think it's great fun." 

The local Press was not 
very happy with the faci> 
litics provided for them by 
the Baroda Cricket Associa¬ 
tion, Ibere was no drinking 
water senice for the media 
people. They were made to 
sit in a stand where the> 
were surrounded witli people 
as a resuH of which coming 
in and going out was a 
tough thing. A TV staffer, 
who had come down from 
Ahmedabad, was initially re¬ 
fused passes and had to 
dance to the officials* tune. 
At the end of the first day, 
the aearotary of the associa¬ 
tion aMHToached the TV 
people and asked them how 
many passes they wanted. 
sBut, by then the TV men 
were so disgusted that they 
were going hack. 

But the rain came and 
only a little under four 
hours play was possible dur¬ 
ing the entire three days of 
the matrii. The crowds were 
upset because they had part¬ 
ed with money. Equally 
underiiaiidalile was the 
PuMglUw cricketers’ tbwy 
that If they played on a bad 
pjtdi, sdmeone could get 
tart. A rtak they would not 
lita to take aiita 4be tot 
Tost was Just three days 


# 


camlin 

'unbreakable' 
pencils 
last longer 

Hihgly compressed lead... 
carefully seasoned wood 
...bonded together by a 
special process: camlin 
alone have perfected to 
make them unbreakable 
while sharpening. 

You get pencils which 
last longer., almost double 
as much as other 
ordinary pencils. 

Now ell camlin 
'unbreakable' pencils 
come with a special 
mark...for you to identify 
them easily. Whenever you 
buy pencils—look for this 
mark and save money 

Look for 
these names 
your guarantee 
of quality. 

Triveni, Supreme 
ExceUa, Regal. 

eamllii 

UNBREAKABLE 

PENC&3 


CAMLIN PVT. LTD. 

ART NtATERIAL (HViSION 
BOMBAY 400 OH. 

MAKERS OF 
CAMEL ART MATERIALS 


HARESH MUNWAN> 















News: National 


KANPUR CRISIS 

(Anti-) 
Sports 
Minister 
in UP? 

A rrLU A PROTRACTED STRUG- 
glc—involving ego clashes, pecu 
liari^res in law and, perhaps^ just 
plain spite—it was agreed by all 
concerned that Kanpur would remain 
a Test centre and would stage the 
loutth India Pakistan Test, scheduled 
trom December 24 to 29. 1979 

It wtis, perhaps, typical of the 
atate of affairs in Uttar Pradesh 
— economicallv the most backward 
and languishing intellectually, too — 
that just when Kanpur had come to 
be accepted as a permanent Test 
centre, men who matter in the State 
should by their own machinations 
and designs try to force the Cricket 
Conti ol ^ard from holding a Test 
match in the State. And guess who 
should act as the cataclyst for this^ 
None other than the State's Minister 
tor Sports, Mr H K Srivastava* 
Paradoxically, the Minister belongs 
to Kanpur 

Soon after the itinerary of the 
Pakistan team was revised on the 
instructions of the Government of 
India because of the Lok Sabba elec¬ 
tions. UFs Sports Minister declared 
that the fourth Test could not be 
held at Kanpur from December 25 
because with the State’s police force 
deployed for ekclion duty, adequate 
security arrangements could not be 



imua vs Ausiralta at the Oreen Fork 
ovt to be the last Tent at Kanpur- 
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made by the Government at the 
Gieen Park Stadium. But that is 
just part of the story — perhaps, just 
an excuse trotted out to build up a 
facade of the genuine difflctiUiev 
laced bv the State Government. 

All the tioubles over holding a 
Test at Kanpur arose during the 
India Australia matcU. Ibc Minister 
allegedly secured from the UP 
Ciicket Assoaation 200 invitations 
for the V.1P. enclosure and tid^ets 
of various denominations worth Bs. 
30,975 The U P.C.A. has docu¬ 
mentary evidence of the Minister’s 
P. A having received these invitations 
and tickets. The payment for the 
tickets obtained *by the Minister has 
not yet been made to the U.P.C.A. 

Not sattsBed with this, on one of 
the days of the Test, the Minister 
along wkh about a dozen of bis fri¬ 
ends trooped into the Stadium, with 
the latter not having wKh them 
either invitations or tickets. They 
were stopped at the entrance and 
prevented from entering the Stadi¬ 
um This led to heated exchange of 
words and finally when those accotn 
panying the Minister found the man 
at the gate adamant, they beat bun 
up before leaving the place. Ibis is 
believed to have infuiiated the Mi- 
ulster, who made it clear in a state¬ 
ment a week ago that in case a Test 
was to be held at Kanpur henceforth, 
it would he on ihc condition that the 
St*ite Government would solely look 
after the distribution of invitations to 
the V.I P enclosure. 

However, obviously the Minister 
and the State Government could not 
haw made this the sole reason for 
utting the spanner m the works of 
oMing a Test against the visiting 
Pakistan team. More valid grounds 
ha<l to be found, and the chamge in 
the Rinerary advandng the date of 
the commencement cn the Kanpur 
Test to December 2S came in ex 
trcmelv handy. Surely, a Test match 
could not be risked in view of the 


> 



ucrooer-v4iua very Mon# turn- 


^xptoftfva Urn mi ordi^ «t 

the time ^ the elee»<Qiist 
The Minister also accused the 
Cricket Control Board of singUng 
out Kanpur for allotment of hioiiii*' 
vcDient dates — dates Which would 
not be accepted by any ciQm Ihst 
centre and this he felt was be* 
cause of the poor representatkm fff 
the State on the Boards which was 
dominated by the South. Mr Srivas* 
lava also accused the UP.CA. Secre¬ 
tary. Dr. Gaur Haii Singhania, of 
derclirtson of duty. 

The problem of providing adequate 
security arrangements even during 
clertiott time is not all that difficult. 
Even during the tadia-AusCraUa 
match, this problem had cropped up 
because of the Dusserah celewratkms, 
but it was solved by taking the help 
of the C.R.P.F., which could be done 
this time, too. Moreover, this pri^ 
lem is not peculiar to U.P. alone, for 
three other centres, too« would he 
holding Tests dunng the period of 
the election campaigning, but none 
of them had sought a postponement 
at the dates 

Even if the issue of the security 
airangements is setaed, the U.P.CA. 
would have to sort out with the Modi 
Trust, which is now controlled by the 
Spoits Directorate of the UP. Go- 
vernment, the latter’s demand of Rs. 
G lakhs as ground and stadium rent 
foi the duration of the Test The de¬ 
mand IS based on the Trust’s conten 
tion that it had alicady spent Rs, 52 
lakhs for carrymg out partial reno¬ 
vation of the stadium and all thi» 
money had been raised through go- 
vernmem grants and loan from 
financial institutions, which had to be 
repaid. 

However, during the India Austra¬ 
lia match, the Tiust had scHtIcd for 
Rs 12,000 per day The develop 
meot plan of the stadium edVisaged 
the U.P.C.A, paying into the coffers 
ot the Trust ^ 2 lakfis pei year 
through Tests, and according to the 
U r.C.A. it has already paid much 
more than this sum from two Tests 
that have been held during the year, 
it also nghtly contends that the seat¬ 
ing capacity, as a result of the recent 
ciiovation, had increased by only 
4,700 and, as such, there would be 
no appreciable incieasc in the takings 
from the gate to pay to the Thist. 
Yet H has made it clear that it was 
prepared to pay a reasonable rent, 
but not the staggering figure d Rs. 
6 lakha. (Trust secret^ Attaint 
Shukla, however, contended that the 
money was not demanded is rental 
hut as the Trust’s share of tectane 
from the extra seats.) 

Owing to Ha own internal sqnaii- 
bles, leading to long drawn opt hti- 
gation, Kanpur was denied Test 
itatits in the early seventies^ and 
with the oonstniction of the CbAimsr 
swamv StadSam» Bangalore’a claim 
was acknowledged by the Board# 
Kanpur got back its status in 19fff 
only after the V P.C.A. sorted out Hs 
own Internal problems and peranaded 
the Board to arrange for sK^Ths? 
series 

OUR CpRRESPONDfHT 


/NV/TAnOI^ BAOMtNTON 

Vikram 

should 

have 

beaten 

Pongoh 

PRAKASH PADUKONE 

L IUS PONGCHI ONCE AGAIN 
proved that hi** victory over 
compatriot Dhani Sariika earlier in 
the Modi International Badminton 
ChainpiODship was no flash in the pan 
when he scored a well merited ^15, 
1715, 15"12 win in the Lucknow 
Intel nattonaL Nevertheless^ it was a 
match woith remcrnberinf with both 
the players gtvmg off their best. 

As 1 was down with *flu' soon 
aftci mv return from Hyderabad 
where 1 had gone to attend a BAL 
meeting, I had to wKbdraw from the 
singles as 1 did not feel fully fit, but 
d< uded to play in the doubles wiin 
Unov O’Sd. And I^ would not like 
to lenicnibcr much about oiy doub> 
les match, in which wc tost in tho 
siMiii liuats to the ulUmalc winners. 



Pintyoh — morn’s smgles ihampum 

the Malaysian pair of Ong Teong 
Boon and Misbun Jaji Sidek. 


However, the most heartening per^ 
formance from my point of view was 
that of Partho Ganguli and F. G. 
Lhrngappa, who surprised everyone 
by beating Dhani and Pongoh in 
stiaight games at 15-10. 

Ihe diminutive Pongoh, who is 



Ohani Surltka-^^-^second best 
only 19, is the latest find in Indo^ 
nesian badminton To beat hh 
senior Dhani, he had to strain every 
nerve. Dhani. who bagged the £urst 
game rather comfortably, led half¬ 
way through in the second only to 
And Pongoh unrelenting. Once 
Pongoh neutralised the lead, there 
was no stopping him. Pongoh's forte 
was his hard, stinging smash on his 


What price 
ihanagers, 
jQbservers? 




But wouM ttotfexA 
tii« Indian badiniAt 

-- round ^ 

j Indonesian 
ra to compote 
tounuunents. 
S«.I*. Bhatia 
rmj^nted 
dtitiel or 
^ shOttV 

ateiii«Mtti»ini^ooesia 
, olwaya 
tbsirlMajrers sAen Wiey ate 



ted and pttle Mms dono to keep 
th^ informed about ttie adtednle 
vX their matAns. 

And what • dHFerence one noti> 
ced with the mannsers and ofll' 
etala anoompaasraijf the foreign 
teams. Some off them were seen 
taking down nous duriM the <Bat< 
tfics of their pia^s. Ime fwUay- 
asian manager told me that (hnr 
are trying tn analfae the game 
and take sfodk of the mistakes 
the players comadt Just to ensare 
that tl^ do not repeat them. 


Also tcaveUtne with the players 
ere a h&S^of |aI o^iaht m Vari¬ 
ous emmoiAoi such «s oM^rs 
and the all sd t|ie''ex|Ksnse of 

Seeing the 

smpe^puveriit^ _ 

onestlon toe ssinipt el 

Itinerary osttOtlintM. wh_ 

chalked iSM'ttieso k^imtieoak at 
with ittst a day's 
Imve not gtv* 
. to Qie 
engsganmnts wilt 
Been Ae ft«r- 
f$ le«riit< are 




Imagine players completing their 
engagement at Lucknow on Noy- 
ember 14, catching the flights for 
Bombay via Delhi, arriving at 2 
O'clock in the morning of Kovem- 
her 16. and were asked to play 
Just after a few hoars' rest This 
sort of tiresome, irksome travel 
ordeals withont adennate rest, 
took Its toll on most of ttm jriayers 
with the result that their perfor¬ 
mances weie adversely nSect^ 

Another point which had an On 
settling effect on the players 
was the ooality of Auttics 
used They were reported 
to be so heavy that some of the 
senior players daring and after 
their metrites feR pain in their 
fore-arms and had to seek medical 
aid. Moreover, ft is ceitaiiUy un¬ 
fair to make our players play wfth 
these shutttes as and whM 
such intemntional matriies come. 
Being nnactnstomed to pby Wiai 
such shuttle.^, they were onen at 
sea while trying to cope with the 
varying speed and trajectories 
And what about the ' 0001 * strings 
of their raricetsi Some aS the 
players had to have 20 iu 25 of 
tbmr rackets restrung in Bombay 

awnfrt 
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oppo&eot'^ body» which e«rjied him 
many points. Bnt the kfMimuler 
Ohani, with a fair amount of decep¬ 
tive strokes, particularly the one he 
executes with a body jerk, matched 
his rival in strcdce-play and ap^ 
and made Pongoh struggle till the 
end. 

The best match of the entire tour* 
nament was the quarter'^final encoun¬ 
ter between Vikram Singh and 
Pongoh. It was perhaps, Vikram's 
beat-ever performance tul date. He 
lost It because of bis own over-eager¬ 
ness and over-cautiousness aher Tea- 
ding 14-S in the decider to dinch 
that vital point but alas, that was 
not to be. and he fgU to his own 
jitteriness in the crudil stages. Pon¬ 
goh saved five match points and 
played a cool and relaxed game 
even when the odds were against 
him and gradually inched his way 
to catch Vikram at 14. Pongoh 
saved another match point when 


Vikram ted 16^15 and ultimately umm 

Syed Modi, too, had a good match 
with Pongoii in the semi-nnai which 
went to three games, latter winning 
at ISS, 10-15, Pongoh’s tao- 

tics of keeping Syed on thq forehand 
baseline and tiring him out succee¬ 
ded. Syed gave quite a few nega¬ 
tive points as well. 

The match between Uday Pawar 
and Partho Ganguli went the fuU 
distance. Both were good in defence 
and attack and varied their strokes 
to the tar corners with a late swish 
of their rackets. Both showed re¬ 
markable anticipation even in lifting 
the net-kissing shuttles to the base¬ 
line. Partho won at the end. 



by the Indonesians, saw Lie Ing Hoa 
ivana and Tjan So Gwan clashing 
once again in the finaL But unlike 

The two ladies^ smgUte /liiaUsts—laittfier Ivonc (left) a nd Gi^on 


at the Modi International, Ivana this 
time clearly indicated that sbe Would 
not allow Gwan to take her for a. 
ride. Ivana, a shade faster and 
more agile, demonstrated in no uo^ 
certain manner that she is, the queen 
on the court and demolished Gwan^s 
castle with consummate ease vrith a 

11 - 6 , 11-3 victory. 

Among the Indian ladies, junior 
Madhumita Goswami did well to up¬ 
set national champion Kanwal Tha- 
kur Singh. The latter did not appear 
to be well and decided to withdraw 
from the rest of the tournament 
Ami Gbia, though a good stroke- 
player, failed to meet the challenge 
of fast and fit Indonesians and ioat 
tamely, in the semi-finals. 

Before oondtiding, 1 think the 
organisers at Lucknow deserve spe- 
dal mention for the excellent 
arrangement and hospitality given to 
all oi us. 









Is hockey 
always a 
messy 
affair ? 

This is the question upper¬ 
most in the minds of 
the visitor to Patiala, as 
SATISH KUMAR finds out 
after a visit to the India 
camp. 

C ONFUSION IS ONE WORD 
which can aptly describe the 
national hockey camp under way at 
the old Motibagh Palace housing the 
Netaji Subhas National Institute of 
Sports at Patiala. In fad, there seems 
some jinx about hockey camps to 
select national teams at Patiala, as 
each time the probablfs reach the 
former Maharaja of Patiala’s Palace, 
some controversy or other haunts 
them. It so hapj^ned that the last 
time, too, today’s chief coach Jham- 
manlal Sharma had complained of 
his having been sidelined. Going back 
will only bring to light bitter memo¬ 
ries, It should be enough to state that 
the essentially needless conroversies 
have always shattered the morale of 
the boys who, ironically, now seem to 
be taking things rather lightly. 

As, always, the THF has to share 
the blame. The AICS, too, had been 
contributing its mite. To add to the 


problems, this time, Ashok Kumar a 
one-time national captain and son of 
illustrious Dhyan Chand, has contri* 
buted his bit by opiing out at the 
most inopportune lime. It is, how¬ 
ever. another matter that efforts are 
afoot to bring him bark and he is 
reportedly not totally unwilling. 

Though selection of the 2a proba 
hies were more or less wcU'omed— 
for the list included the names of 
all known players in the reckoning 
Including Aiitpal Smgh, Ashok Kumar, 
Suriit Singh, Phillips, Bhaskarart and 
everyone el>sc—the controversy arose 
over the venue of the camp immc' 
diatelv after Jiillundur was selected 
In consultation with the Punjab Hoc¬ 
key Association. PH A is reportedly at 
loggerheads with the State Govern¬ 
ment which wanted it to be associa¬ 
ted with the camp and the final 
selection of the team. M’he. •unaccep¬ 
table terms’ necessitated shifting of 
the camp Irom Jullundur to Patiala 
even before its scheduled start on 
November 5, 

In case it be missed, with Jullundur 
In its mind, the IHF had planned to 
placate Punjab and theiefore inclu¬ 
ded two of their known old hockey 
bandSi Udham Smgh and Raj Kumar 
.In the list of four coaches drawn to 
train the national team 11 is, how¬ 
ever, another mdtter that consequent 
on the transfer of the camp to Patiala 
none of them has so far reached the 
•ite and intcrcslinglv, no one knows 
whether they at all intend coming 
and 'helping* Deshmutliu and Jliam 
manlal. However, tlv! AICS has ste¬ 
pped in and all(»lt.r‘d pint si/.cd former 
Indian international M P. Ganesh to 
the camp. His coming, especially with 
Maneckshaw’s a nficalc of ‘assisting 
Jhammanlal and accompanying the 
team to Karachi’ has only created yot 
another controversy- Jhammaoli?' 


Sharma would not tolerate the words 
‘gnd arconipanving the ream to 
rachi* for it is he who has been selec¬ 
ted for the purpose by the IHF. With 
the last ramp weighing on his mind 
when he was 'sidelined* he did not 
wait for even 24 hours to protest to 
the IHF boss Hamaswainy. In his tele¬ 
gram he said he was not being accep¬ 
ted as the chief roach. Whalever the 
understanding, Bamaswamy naturally 
got furious and threatened that if the 
NIS still insisted (which it never did, 
tccording to NIS Director Anand) he 
might have to .shift the camp. But 
surprisingly, he too has not stated 
who was to accompany the team to 
the Champions Cup in January. No 
one knows what his agreement Is 
with Gen M meckshaw, who f.s kee¬ 
ping a studied silence, prompting 
Jhammanlal to be cynical about the 
KIS, AICS and of course the IHF loo. 

The training schedule, which is 
said to be running smoothly—with 
Sharma, Ganesh and D'^^shmulhu 
sweating it out five hours a day con 
ditioning the boys and putting them 
to exercises necessary for stamina, 
allowing them trials, practising s»hort 
and long corners—is yet to pick up 
to the pitch it should have reached a 
week before the final selection. Un- 
dcrstamlably, no combinalions have 
yet been tried, perhaps because of 
the uncertainty about the date of the 
selection of the team Some said it 
would b? November* 23 while others 
said it would be as originally sche 
duled on November 29. The proba¬ 
bles are being told that the organi¬ 
sers are planning weekend <iips to 
Jullundur for practice matches with 
some formidable teams there, but 
they are yet to mak*s any trip of the 
kind. 

Reverting to selection of the team 
for Karachi and the Rene Frank 
Tournament at Calcutta, no one in¬ 
cluding the national selector Desh- 
muthu is sure of the date. They say 
It will be no problem The selectors 
know the position of the boys. Most 
players will select themselves in the 
final team. 1 made desperate attempts 
to contact another selector, Charanjii 
Singh, at Simla, but he was not avai 
lable. His office could not give me his 
programme but they gave the Impre¬ 
ssion that be is not going out lot 
another week or §o— which means 
that if he does attend the selection 
committci3 meeting at Patiala, it 
would be after the 28th or so: 


ASHOK IS LIKELY TO REACH 
^ Patiala soon if one is to believe 
the managers of the camp, but it is 
interesting as also intriguing to note 
that not all the probables' will like 
him to come. The seniors in the lot, 
especially, are apprehensive, but they 
offer no coouneiit. 

It is nothing but had planning on 
the part of the IHF* It Is oounnonLv 
alleged that In his efforts to win as 
many votes from the north as possi¬ 
ble. Ramaswamy has not only allotted 
the national camp to this region ht^ 


Asian 
woitien^s 
sbccer (iff 7 

T m MUOl TAlKEO ABOUT 
A«iaii Womea's FOoUmU Cham. 
pionsbiR, scheduled to stsrt at 
Calicut on January U may h* a 
noorStarter, as many'of the narti- 
dpatinn teams have conveyed their 
inability to mhke it due to in¬ 
creased air fares. The Auatralian 
Women’s Football Assodntion has 
> already made known its financial 
inaWUty. AdM countries included 
in the diaih||ondiip am Thailand, 
Taiwan, InwiRdia, Hong Kong, 
Malayasia.J||Pd ^iaf^poRu 

The obii^er «( thh dtanu^n* 
ship'is , whii 'tn-Hottg Kong to 
meet .of the Asian 

Cqafec(|lN'iition aia; nllnr air fares 


to participating teams oo condition 
that they play exhibition matches 
after the competition is over. 
Efiorts are on tp bring some Euro¬ 
pean women’s teams to piay eh^ 
bibition matches to raise funds. 
The European Yearns expected are 
France and Switserland. Acowd- 
ing to the rules of the confedera¬ 
tion, participating teams dionld 
bear all travel expenses. 

It was with the primary iaten. 
tioa of filling their coffers that the 
Indian Women’s Football Associa¬ 
tion decided to hold the champion- 
shi|l[i at Calicut knowing from ex¬ 
perience that the soccer-hungry 
crowd there will makp it a big 
financial success. It was when the 
Football Federotton was in need of 
money that the Santosh Trophy 
gave them a profit of Bs 12 lakhs. 
But are not the organisers hdna 
over-optimistic about Calicut’s 
genorosity when they offer, air 
fares to all teams? 

BINOO K. JOHN 




glflo b^uglit into, ploy certein indi¬ 
viduals who mi^it not otherwise 
deserve a place. Undoubtedly, this is 
a little early to say only on the basis 
of our performance in the pre-Olym¬ 
pics because it has been claimed that 
the ku»$ there was on account of 
international politics also. But jud¬ 
ging from the cynical way in wnich 
they feel themselves as **gue$ts liv¬ 
ing on the mercy of the NIS", it is 
questionable if they can infuse con¬ 
fidence in the boys for whom losing 
is increasingly becoming a habit. 


NIS director Anand was so angry 
with the controversies “which had 
always been there with the IHF” 
that he went to the extent of offer¬ 
ing NIS assistance—^technical, and 
otherwise—wherever required. He po¬ 
sed a very interesting c^ounter-ques- 
tion: “Why should such a thing 
happen with the IHF alone? Should 
they not sort it out at their level 
rather than bringing the institute 
Into these needless controversies? T 
do not mind if they finally decide on 
shifting the camp elsewhere, but to 
talk of our interference is simply 
preposterous/* he said. 1 tried to seek 
opinions of Harmik Singh and Bal- 
kishan, too, who are attached to the 
PaUala institute. Both are known for 
their tricks in the hockey field dur¬ 
ing their hey-day. The latter had even 
the honour of training an Australian 
squad which was said to have impro¬ 
ved its technique substantially. Back 
home, he has not been coisidered fit 
or necessary tb be in any way asso¬ 
ciated with the tealn preparing to 
regain lost glory.' So is the situation 
in the case of HarmiK, who is busy 
with his classes as a teacher. 

Camp confu*'Joh continues two 
weeks after its start. With its chief 
aiach joining only six days ago, and 
immed^it3ly landing him.'ielf m a 
coniroversy, Mr Sharma has increas¬ 
ed the inherent contradictions in the 
IHF scheme of things, where coach¬ 
ing comes but last. Confusion 
prevails over the hierarchy In'the 
coaches, venue, selection and every¬ 
thing else connected with the natio 
nal hoclcey camp. Some even appu* 
head that India's entry to the next 
Olympics is not automatic — that 
according to the. IHF is a settled ma 
tier—but the question that is being 
asked In hockey drcles is whether 
the time and energy being wasted in 
numerous controversies would not 
tell on the morale of the boys, about 
which the camp managers are so voci¬ 
ferous in words hut the opposite in 
deeds. The camp is to continue for 
about five weeks moje after 
the final selection, but the poser is 
whether we are preparing to regain 
the title or only making our 
appearance in international tourna¬ 
ments for the sake of record. The 
camp is being attended by 28 origi¬ 
nally selected probables. Ashok Ku 
mar and Syed All have not arrived. 
Both have not given any reasons. 
Syed Ali, Is however, believed to b 
on the injured list. Former Indian 
skipper AJitpal was the last to join 
on November 14. 






JCT.BSF 
fkiut AIFF 
rules 


OH ^ FIVE YEARS AGO 
the AiMndia Football Federa¬ 
tion ruled that a team couM take 
part in only four tournaments 
outside the jurisdicrion of the 
State 'association of which it is a 
mdmber. The Federation Cup, an 
Invitation tournament for leading 
clubs which was instituted in 1077 
to shore up the finances of the 
parent body« was not taken into 
account for this measure. 

The ruling was but an extension 
to all over the country of what 
obtaimid in Karnataka, where 
teams wer« restricted to partidpa- 
tion in three tournaments outside 
The reasoning behind it is sound. 
Fot', it aims to prevent teams and 
players from overstraining them- 
.selves with football round Xhv 
year. 

But the basis on which this rule 
was framed did not obtain ip some 
States where therg were no league 
compctitloiis or even enough 
knoeVout competitions to keep rue 
teams and players in trim. A 
notable example is the Punjab, a 
State which won the Santosh 
Trophy in 1970 and 1974 and gave 
Bengal a hard fight in the 1077 
final played in Jannorv 1378 at 
Calcutta, 

Like Rajasthan Police, Punjab*.s 
clubs. Leader (now extinct). Fun- 
jab Police, Border Security Force 
and Jagatjit Cotton and Textile^ 
Mills literally spent more time 
playing away than at home. Thev 
had no league and no worthwhile 
opposition to make the formatiou 
of a league feasible. 

Thus it was not uncommon tn 
see these teams move around thr« 
southern India circuit like soinr 
caravan or. professional troupe on 
the road. Often to fill out the 
days, as well as the coffers of tho 
organisers and their own. thev 
“carried** poor opposition to thre^ 
or four meetings before advancing 
to the next round. The AIFF 
sought to “cure this malady** by 
stipulating that a match can. 
replayed only once and that if tho 
second encounter also remains un¬ 
resolved then the tie breaker mu^st 
he enforced. 

Many teams are dissatisfied witn 
the four-tournamcnts-liniit rule. 
Not many, however, have shown 
the Ingenuity of J. C. T. Mills, 
faring the first Federation Cud at 
Ernakulatn, former India skipper 
and Asian All-star Indcr Sinj^b 


made no bones about gettlnv 
round this restriction. In the Sait 
Nafliw tournament of that veat, 
1977. C. T, Mills, as per the ex- 
posurc in the columns qf a daily, , 
simpW became representatives of 
tlio District Football Asvsocjatjon 
kapurthala, not even b<Abcrfoc , 
about taking the field in tHn 
colours and emblem of the rlnb 
f.idr. 

An official of tho dub also tusti 
lied tho “retort” to ihi* AlFf’s 
attempt to confine them. He coni* 
tended that unless his players ami 
team have more scope to compete 
with others they cannot ckwclqp lo 
their full potential And that 
would mean a blow to l^utijab 
football He was lukewarm to itxp 
suggestion that gradually Funjah 
should build up blhcr dulxsi and 
initiate leagues al various levi'.ts. 

J. C, T. Mills was wary enough 
to tread softly and leave no tell 
tale footprints of trespassing, 
bt'yond the “limits**, though not 
this year. M^be it was aii over- 
^ight on thek part, as the cur.eiii 
Durand is their fifth tournament , 
outside Punjab. They had taken 
part in the Durand In January, the 
Sioc Narayana Guru, tho. Sait 
Nagjce and the p. C. M. 

Since January. B,S.F. has played 
In the last Durand Cuf^ the 
Narayana Guru at cannanore, 
which it won, the Sait Najpee ai 
C^ulicut, in the final of which it 
lost to J.C.T. Mills* tile Nowgorig 
(mii!pcndencG Cup, which it won, 
the Gorkba Brigade Gold Cup at 
Darjeeling where it Just in the 
final 10 Mohun Bagan, the D.C.M, 
Trophy, which it shared with 
Citizen’s Bank (com Seoul, and 
now in the Durand again—total 
of seven tournaincnts. 

Yet the AIFF^ which cannot cut 
much icc with picas of Ignorance, 
lias been silent spectators of this 
violation ot its rule- One hopes 
that the AIFF will not seek refuge 
under the announcement some-, 
time in April this year that BiS.F, 
teams must act be referred to as 
B.S.F. (JulJundur). 

for that win ral^ ttw. qiH^tiou 
as to whi^h memter of 'the 
is B.S.F. alfillateav if it h 

not to any member* how could U 
take part in ahy temvnamont run 
by the Al^. or any ot its 
members? 

Tho B.S.F. football team 4 re¬ 
ported to be based in Assam. Even 
if the team baa tiecocne a member 
of Assam FA, it Would still have 
played ia six tournaments outside 
m State in 1979. Will the AIFF 
turn d Nel^n eyq to other teams 
observing the rule in the breach? 
Organisers of tournaments and 
teams would, of course, wc;lco»ne 
this innetion on the part ot* the 
AIFF. 

A CORRESPONDENT 




MINI BASKETBALL 

A 

shameful 

affair 


the lads towards mejor iDfringementa 
in the years to come.*' 

Well, so far so good. But the stran¬ 
gest thing that happened in the se¬ 
cond quarter was tnat the disquali¬ 
fied player, in the sudden hurry and 
scurry of the game, slyly enter^ the 
court, basketed once, and quickly 
disappeared and sat down in the cor¬ 
ner. In the confusion^ the r^eree 
awarded the basket. 


'PHE SEVEN FH MINI^TUNIOR 
I National Basketball Champion¬ 
ship, just concluded at Indore, pro- 
vided the greatest upset when spri¬ 
ghtly Maharashtra nosed out an over, 
conlident Punjab, 27-20, in the semi- 
tinal uf the girls' event. The two 
teams were studies in contrast, Pun¬ 
jab playing 'manto-man*, while 
'Maharashtra concentrating on 'Zone 
defences'. Punjab, the holders^ unable 
to bt^ak through the ' Maharashtra 
zone, made frantic attempts to 'basket' 
from ' a distance, and failed mise¬ 
rably. Pratibha Kumar of Maharash¬ 
tra played an outstanding game, 
basketing seven times. 


But in the boys’ semi-final between 
Karnataka and Bihar which the for¬ 
mer won, 50^, we witnessed a 
shameful scene. It so hap¬ 
pened that in the very^ first quarter, 
referee Yashvir Walia disqualified 
Bihar’s star scorer Sheikh Khuda- 
baksh for what everyone saw as 
kicking a Karnataka player. K is true 
that in the mini-juniors rules are 
relaxed so that minor fumbliags 
could be overlooked. But, as Walia 
said: "Fouls like kicking ought to be 
curbed because this would encourage 


But moments later, feeling the 
presence of a sixth player in the 
couit, Walia took 'time-out’ and went 
to the oihdals to check the number 
of the player who had basket^. A 
tuiore now took place when it was 
discovered that Sh^kh bad basketed 
and quietly sat down. At this mo¬ 
ment, the Karnataka coach came 
chaiging to the officials to inform 
them that he had distinctly seen the 
Bihar coach making signs to the 
disqualified player to enter the court. 
Action was immc'diately taken. Two 
points were deleted from the Bihar 
scoreboard, and a technical foul was 
awarded against the Bihar coach. 
Mr Chandra.shekhar, the Bihar coach 
and State player, told ^pmsworld: 
'1 don’t know how Sheikh entered. 
Some miscreants from outside forced 
him into the court. But even if he 
did enter, it was the officials’ mistake 
not to spot him right then. In 
fart, it was because of the refereb*s 
decision to disqualify our star player 
that we have lost this match.’* 

Nevertheless, such a sight is not 
seen in any national And the point 
is, can a mini-junior below 13, belon¬ 
ging to a different State, enter 
wrongfully into the court, cleverly 
basket, and evasively come out, only 
at the instance of a local miscreant? 


Vaikuntam: 

Problems 

galore 

M s R. VAOCtllirrAM. FRESl 

orat. Atttatj^ Saslc«tlNill 
Federal^ af Indis. 
nutria m lytdore. lie s»w no 
itinsdia wbr liuUttis, witli fben* 
beicitt vad'eaitiiiin, sImmOI ittot b« 
tbe top baskeCbsB plereio in A«i«. 
BtK (or tbat w« mieAt bolp 

from Uie QmatatMO^, 

“TlKm an two IjMudimiva 

for onr ' Wo 'do Uot 

a proper indoor otedmm 
wooden doorini tbp 

‘Vitcuonk pacfcbftg* 'Wmtdt sautes m 
a, cushion for M tb*t 

they can evoW . So daOper, of 
$<Tatcbin« or burtiOg tbmf knees 
and ettraws. Thb wodm help our 
players to becomp fast and eagres- 
sive. The next problcnt i$ that vt 
don't faave^eny 'traaeport boards* 
m India. ,^is is onp'of tbe main 


reasons for our poor performances 
abroad, becanse our players falter 
in basketing. If only the Govern¬ 
ment came forward and helped p.s 
in getting ‘transport boards’ in¬ 
stalled in indoor stadia with 
‘vacuum flooring’I 


“The federation is thinking ot 
taking mini-basketball to the re¬ 
motest parts. We are making a 
augges^ to the Ministry of 
Education that they should, either 
ifom their side or through tho 
otete Goveimments, provide the 
mini-basketball structure (boards, 
gropn^, tte), to tbe primary 
tlttougb a ‘distribution 
^l^em*, which would mean that 
baye to be partly neglected 
flhQ areas to be concentrated 
reason is that one finds 
hwtthy boys and girls in rural 
ar(^ Docanse of pure air**. 


Finally, tbe BFI pn^sklenl said: 
^‘Ukc aibletica, ba^ketbali teams 
should also be allowed goodwill 
tours abroad (apart from tho 
Asiads) to gain experience to 
efieciivolv compete with other 
teani$ of the world.” 



Pun}(ib\ Salpal S'mf;h (12) bast:et 
tnq aqamM Karnataka H(* uras tkp 
top scoTfT vnith ?.T points tti thr firal 


The final provided the gieatest 
thrills when Maharashtra just mana 
ged to scrape past Bihar 24-23 in the 
girls' event. Bihar led 13-12 at half- 
time. Bihar’s ’man-to-man’ pressure 
nullified all attempts of Mahara^sh- 
tra's main scorers, Pratibha Kumar 
and Badha Iyengar to score. It was 
only after the exit of 'Bihar’s mam 
defender, Puroima Bahadur, due to 
the five fouls committed by ner, that 
Maharashtra romped home with a 
hair-raising victory. 

The boys' final was extremely 
fast-paced but one-sidcd, with Punjab 
brushing aside Karnataka by 76-20. 
Equally agile in both attack and de¬ 
fence, it was a treat to watch Punjab 
score points off 'rebounds’. There 
was a method fn Punjab’s conver¬ 
sion of the award of 'two shots’. The 
first would be basketed and the se¬ 
cond would be scored off a 'rebound*, 
thus giving three points in the bar¬ 
gain. And this was done with all the 
rhythmic ease and felicity of a star 
marksman. In fart, .so fast was the 
veloaty of the game that in the very 
first quarter (10 minutes), the Pun¬ 
jabi lads had basketed 14 limes and 
led 28-6. 
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Juiiior teniiis has 
everything, but... 


NARESH KUMAR 

T he junior national tennis 

champUmship had a glut of com¬ 
petitors but few genunmy inierested 
officials. The who watched 

the proceedings (Jnandigarh, (fives 
a graphic account of the trials and 
iribulaiions of the youngsters—and 
all because neither the Stale associa' 
lujns\ nor the AILTA, had done any 
homewurk. None of them thought it 
fit to be present, even to encourage 
(he Icnms ftedgLings. 

F ew raiNGS warm my heart 

Tiu^re than a jsiood wc I Icon tinted 
tennis rnalrh between taJented 
juniors. There is a rcrlain purity 
and freshness about the way they 
play. Their ji’aine.s and styles are 
not continued in the straight-jacket 
ol (onventiun and cast in dull per¬ 
centage play, but cjijoy a freedom so 
1 .irc'ly .seen in the lop echelons. 

l or me, the Ihursday (November 
n in ihf^ Junior NulionaLs, was as 
ex< iting a day a.s any I have seen 
(uei the years. Three competitors 
(oll.ipsed with cramps during biltcr- 
ly-tojileslcd marathon matches. In 
UMis and in pain the youngsters limp¬ 
ed about the (ouri with a courage 
and resolve only the un initiated can 
have apd stuck to their task till the 
end. Wh*Tt more can one ask from 
(onlcstants? 


Yet as the week piogressed a naie 
ol sadness crept into my heart, ll 
was obvious that so many of the 
youngsters needed help and advice 
badly. But from whom? Nobody was 
there. No odicial from any of the 
States. No othdal from the All India 
Lawn Tennis Association. The officials 
of the local association, a group oJ 
charming obliging honorary workers, 
w^^rc swamped by an unusually large 
number of participants who came 
Without any notice or information 
from the State associations. 


Silling and chatting informally one 
evening with a bunch of lively young¬ 
sters a lot of amusing ideas were 
thrown up. One suggested holding 
the Junior Nationals abroad prefer¬ 
ably in a duty-free shopping zone: 

I am sure every State will then send 
a tesum with a manager, coac^ and 

II ou-p laying i^aptain. Now many 
StaUvs don’t even know that the 
Junior Nationals exist”. Another 
pointed out that one saw dozens of 
oflicials from every State with large 
rossiHles in the Grand Prix bending 
over backwards gleefully handing out 
thousands of dollars to unknown 
backs troiii all over the world. A 


mother who has been on the junior 
circuit with her daughter talked about 
the appalling conditions in the pre¬ 
vious two Junior Nationals. ‘‘Which 
youngster aspiring tor the junior team 
can afford to protest against the Asso 
ciatioii. In lari: it could l>e said that 
bome juniors arc doing well in spite 
of The State Associations”, she said. 


I seem to be exceplious, where 
tennis seems to be on the move, are 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Kama 
taka. All these Stales were reme- 
bcnted by a large number of youngst¬ 
ers. Maharashtra who sent the larges^ 
number of voungstcis, I was delighted 
to learn, had even organised a train¬ 
ing camp before the Junior Nationals. 
1 am old enough to realise that sitt- 
tig back and penning a lew critical 
linos is an easy job, while running 







Sarinder Kumar —lost in the finals to 
Vasudevan. 

the Association Is a tough job. Bui 
the callous indiffcreiioc to junior 
tennis is something that requires 
immediate attention. Zonal cominitees 
should be set up to arrange a mini¬ 
mum number of junior fburnaments 
and training camps in each zone. The 
iULTA should consider barring those 
State associations from voting who 
do not organise an adequate number 
of junior events, and do not have 
proper coaching facilities. It should 
be compulsory for each State to send 
(I team for the Junior Nationals. 
Minimum standards of accommoda¬ 
tion, food and courts must be laid 
down For the tournaments and 
specially the Junior Nationals. A 
Coininittee consisting of senior tennis 
players should examine the facilities 
dvatlablc at a centre before the venue 
is decided, lliroughout the week, the 


selection coimnittee and coaching 
committee members should be present 
for all the matches. Medicos ex¬ 
perienced in sports medicine should 
be available. A vyatchful must 
be kepi on youngsters who misbehave 
so that they do not get away with 
using lour letter words and unsport¬ 
ing behaviour. One or two bad eggs 
usually spoil the whole group of 
youngsters. Most of our young.sters, 
barring one or two who surprised me 
with Ihcir vocabulary, were well- 
bohjved clean youngsters. The top 
teaching professionals from each 
Stale should be present. Surely it is 
necessary for them to see the youngs¬ 
ters they coach under match conai- 
tions. L would go as far as to say 
that the manager, coach of all the 
junior teams that go abroad must be 
one of the professionals who has 
coached and watched the boys in all 
the various tournaments. The juniors 
requite help and strict supervision all 
the time from somebody who knows 
MOd understands the game oi tennis. 

The wise old man who has served 
un various committees for years to- 
g^‘lhcr will say “We know all what 
Naicdh has suggested, but where is 
the money?” 1 have been bearing 
this remark since 1 was a junior. The 
money is there. Don’t we raise lakhs 
for the Grand Prix? Sponsors will 
certainly come forward provided the 
event is given importance by the 
AILTA aim proper Press, radio, tele* 
vision coverage is arranged by 
specialised bigh^powered committees. 
No, there cannot be anv excuses, the 
AILTA has certainly not given the 
attention of financial assistance the 
Junior Nationals deserve. Merely 
sending a junior team abroad does 
not absolve them of the responsibility 
of looking after and nurturing the 
({real talent in our country. It 1$ 
time a plan was drawn up for junior 
tennis in India so that we may give 
our youngsters a square deal 

The week left little doubt in nti 
mind that interest in the game is 
very high. The large number of 
juniors participating^ me great keen¬ 
ness shown in spite of conditions be¬ 
ing difficult, were evidence of the fact. 
Due to the very large entry and 
lativciy few courts being available, 
matches in the earlier rounds of 
some events were confined to the best 
of 11 and sometimes nine games. 
One mother from the South rightly 
.stated that two bad bounces could 
crush the hopes of her child and 
make nothing ot a year’s practice and 
an expensive 1,000 mile journey. To 
add to this, adequate practice courts 
were not available. It was heart¬ 
breaking for me to see all this. One 
reads of how in Western countries 
talented youngsters are groomed toi 
stardom from a very young age. Per¬ 
haps We cannot provide our youngst¬ 
ers with the same Facilities, but .surli¬ 
ly we can do much more than we 
are doing now. We owe it to our 
youngsters who are better behaved 
by far and just as talented., if run 
more than others, all over the world. 



How I am pay ing his college fees a/en 
before he ne^s school. 


This is my little Rahul. 

He’s three and just 
about learning to say 
ABC, yet 1 have already 
planned for his future 
education. 

I would not like him 
to work through college 
like I did. 

So I have taken out 
Grow Your Money 
Scheme’ with ucobank 
for 120 months and 
assured my son’s college 


fees and other associated ' 
expenses. 

After maturity the 
whole amount will be 
reinvested under the 
Fixed Deposit Scheme 
for meeting Rahul’s 
monthly college expenses. 

With UCOBANK 
saving for the future is 
as easy as learning ABC. 

Just drop in at your 
nearest branch for 
details. 


United Commercial Bank 

the friendly bank round the corner 
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Botham 
next 
captain ? 

TONY LEWIS 

M any will be relieved to 

see the England selectors shO’ 
ping a possible successor to Mike 
Brearley by elevating Ian Botham to 
the current tour committee. It is not 
exactly A kiss and a promise but at- 
least Botham can prove or disprove 
to his seniors that he has the wider 
intelligence of the ^ame and its play¬ 
ers which leWership demands. Yet 
the selectors, all much admired and 
respected for the service they have 
given, arc yet an ultra-cautious lot. 
Should they not have regarded those 
repeated Test victories since the 
World Series breakaway with a har^ 
shcr professional eye? Should they 
not have made the move 5ooncr? 

Because of Engjand’s success 
against inferior opposition a myth 
has grown up about leadership. Is it 
honestly beyond the capabilities of a 
decent sort of pursun who has en¬ 
thusiasm for the tactical approach 
and can sustain his own position pure 
and simple? is it really a fact that the 
race for the England captaincy, once 
a classic* for thoroughbreds, is now 
a one-horse race? Why is there no- 
one else? Why has no one been groo¬ 
med 1o take over? 

Consider two seasons, chosen 1 pro¬ 
mise at random, one from the Fifties 
and one from the Sixties. Likely Test 
captains among those available in 
1951: Willett (Derbyshire), Insole 
(Essex), Wooiier (Glam), Eager 
(Hants), N. J. Howard (l^ancs), C. 
H. Palmer (Leics), Compton and Ed- 
rich (jt Middx captains), F. B. Brown 
(Northants), R. T. Simpson (Notts). 
James Langridgc (Sussex), 11. E. Do- 
llery (Warwickshire). R. E. S. Wyatt 
(Worcs) and Norman Yardlcy 

Let us now stick a pin into the 
Sixties. In 1965 you could choose 
your England captain from Trevor 
Bailey (Essex), Ingleby-Mackenzie 
(Hants), Cowdrey (Kent), Statham 
(Lanes), Andrew (Northants), Ste¬ 
wart (Surrey), M. J. K. Smith (War- 
wicieshire), and D. B. Close (Yorks). 

The selectors rightly argue that 
they have been seriously obstructed 
in their task by the oounties, many 
of whom optM either for overseas 
phnrent as a captain or when they 
eonsidered other players of the play¬ 
ing staff drew a blank and tossed the 
leadership tnio the bands of senior 
players who often did not want the 
reaponsIhiHty In the first place. 


The counties, in their turn, will 
point to Mike Proctei, Asif Iqbal, 
Clive Rice and Eddie Barlow, prai¬ 
sing their example and inspiration 
to others—an equally swaying argu¬ 
ment. 

S O WHAT IS TO BIAME? IS 
there perhaps a national blindness 
in the Seventies to the need for lea¬ 
dership in every part of life? Let me 
just offer a lesson from the past 
which might help. Why not return to 
the triumvirate of captain, vice-cap¬ 
tain and senior professional, insteaa 
of the current habit of running a side 
with jpst a captain and vice captain? 

In the early *70s Alec Bedser deh- 
tied the need for a senior professio¬ 
nal. He voiced tho general theme 
Ihct, since the extinction of the ama¬ 
teur In 1963. the term senior profe¬ 
ssional was obsolete, and the No.^ 2 
should simply be the vice-captain. 
But has that not distorted both the 
role of senior professional and vice¬ 
captain and is it not that practice 
which has left England without alter¬ 
native to Brearley and many counties 


Bob Willis is the man to prompt 
the captain, cajole him, even grab 
him by the collar and ‘^persuade*’nim 
that his declaration was loo generous 
or perhaps that he should comfort 
one of his players whose wife has 
not written to him for a month. The 
intitual respect, senior pro* to cap¬ 
tain, was the fulcrum of team belta- 
^our and performance. It has often 
^en said that it takes two men to 
lead a side through tho County Cham¬ 
pionship or through an England tour. 
And, indeed. Brearley and Willis do 
It superbly. 

The vioe-captaii], however, should 
ho a young captain in the making. 
Whenever the captain is unfit then 
the younger man should take the 
side onto the field. He should occa¬ 
sionally run nets, attend sodal func- 
dons, attend tour committee mee¬ 
tings—small tasks requiring a modi¬ 
cum of authority. He will no longer 
be **one of the boys” and he can ^ 
assessed in new light. Does he still 
get runs or wickets with these new 
pressures? How does his personality 
stand up to the occasional solitude? 

Botham will scarcely be experienced 
enough to take over against the West 
Indies next summer. He or Gower 
might have been if Willis had taken 
up the old fashioned role of sergeant 
major and given room tor the young 
subalterns to earn their pips. 


leaderloss? 


TACKLING HERCULES 



BEAR VBRSVS MAN: Anda Robin, 35, of SttUng, ScoUmd, and 
-Horcidta/*, a 700 pound, 8 foot tall Coitadiuin brown bear, wrestled 
for ten mtmitee at Perth (Scotland) on November 14. The ctmlest 
was dindared a draw 
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Bitter homecoming.... 

INDIAN CRICKET FOLLOWERS 
will apprecaale now tough the 
going was in the six-Test scries 
against Gavaskar’s merry men and 
how much Kim Hughes’ boys were 
looking forward to their homecom 
ing. For some it was anytliing but 
homei sweet home. Ri<i< Darling da¬ 
shed off for more X-rays lo the head, 
his concussion from that bumper 
blow in the Test still troubling him. 
Hughes found himself demoted from 
captain of Australia to vicc-<^ptaiii 
of his vState, Western Aus-tralict, iii 
the Mndonalds Cun oiu'-day competi¬ 
tion, The captain is that rebel. 

Marsh, and the selection of Marsh 
meant there was no place for Kevin 
Wright, effectively makijng the young 
redhead the ‘^ex-Australian wicket¬ 
keeper’. Nor could the selectors find 
a spot in that team for Graeme Wood, 
the opcmiiig bat from the Indian tour. 

HUGHES HAD NOTHING TO SAY 
about his dismissal, but Wood 
and Wright were most bitier. San! 
Wright : “I believe I have conic hack 
from an especially tf7ugb tour a much 
better’keeper and an improved bats¬ 
man, 1 was my country’s ^keeper as 
late as last week. The way I see it I 
will remain so until the selectors de 
cide otherwise* What is really woVry- 
ing me is I have two young daughters 
and a wife to support and have no 
.fob. I am prepared to consider off<‘rs 
from the Eastern States.'* Wood turn¬ 
ed nasty: “T thought selection for my 
State would be a mere formality. 
After all, a week ago 1 was among 
Australia’s best 15 players. One of 
the batsmen picked ahead of me Is 
averaging only nine. I will consider 
leaving the State”. I 







Kim Hughes—demoted from captain 
of Ausiralia to vice-captain of West¬ 
ern Australia 


Kerin Wright—thought selection was aatomaiic 











JOHN BfINAUD, Sydney 


THERE WAS SOME JOY FOR THE 
luckless Hughes, who had shown 
such a new strength of character on 
that ai'duous Indian tour. The selec¬ 
tors in announcing his vice'captaincy 
explained it was a hairline decision 
and that Marsh had been chosen Ixa- 
cause the Gup games were to be play¬ 
ed to rules that operated in World 
Series games last season and may^ 
under lights with the white ball. **The 
appointment is for the one-day series 
only and has no bearing whatsoever 
for the choice of captain for the re¬ 
mainder of the Sheffield Shield. Un¬ 
der Marsh, Western Australia have 
lo5Jt both Shield game. Fd say iF'i 
goodbye Rodney.*^ 


But not for Hogg 

THE OTHER STATES WERE 
much more warm hearted than We stern 
Australia. Tan Chappeji’.s South 
Australian team rushed Rodney Ifog;; 
Info the team that plaved Victoria 
just 24 hours after the controversial 
quickie had flown home. And what a 
sizzling comeback by the renip< stii 
ous terror bowler! Two wickets in 
two balls and bowling at a pace that 
later had Chappell and television 
commentators Richie Benaud and 
Fred Trueman ecstatic. Peter Sleei) 
played in that game. too. The dav 
before he had hit 129 0 . 0 . for his dub 
team,hours after his arrival home. 
New South Wale^ chOvSc Allan Border, 
Andy Hilditch and GeolT Lawson. 


Pray, what was that ?, 

THE WEST INDIANS AND THE 
Englishmen arrived amid claims 
of inadequate tour guarantees and 
ballyhoo about white balls and onC' 
day rules. But the best bust-up was 
produced by West Indian champ Viv 
Richards and that jumbo size bat be 
sports. The Windies had their first 
practice at a school in Melbourne, the 
Carey Grammar School. Viv stepped 
into one from Parry, the offv>pinncr, 
and hit it low and hard, about 100 
metres. It w*ent through ^ window 
and plopped into the middle of a very 
surprised religious class. They mu.st 
have been saying their prayers—no- 
one wa-S hurt. 

THE WORST BUST-UP WAS IAN 
Chappell — banned for swearing 
at an umpire in the very first game 
of the season. Whilst this is not lo 
condone swearing at umpires, the 
fact that the umpire even became 
embroiled in what was an argument 
between Chappell and a batsman uir 
derlines the officiars naivety. Chap¬ 
pell’s South Australians had appeal¬ 
ed and the batsman objected with 
continual staring^ Chappsll told 
the batsman to: *‘Do the bat¬ 
ting and weil do the appealing.” 
Embellished, of course, by some frui¬ 
ty Australian adjectives. The umpife 
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Vivian Richnrih exhibits his poiver 

rcilliiu' Ch.i|)prn . “MisU^r 
ChapiM'il come [jrre.^ Cli«ppoll told 
him what to do. Hr was foo'isli enou¬ 
gh to use* loul language. The pity is 
the umpire was toolAh enough to 
adopt such a rxhool-masterly altitude. 
There was a time in cricket when 
player'' and umpires joked over such 
appeals. 


Cowdrey & Sobers 



Garry Sobers—still going strong 
WITH SO MUCH CONTROVERSY 
about dropped and banned cap< 
tains and players, two of cricket’s 
most famous names made only small 
headlines when they hit town. Eng¬ 
land's Colin Cowdrey, here for a 
week on business, had time and heart 
enough to spend two hours coaching 
orphans from the Dr Barnardos 
Homes. Cowdrey went to the Sydney 
Cricket ground, scene of some of his 
greate.st baltmg triumphs to advise 
.youngsters on the finer points. And 
had fum He laughed when one young 
boy said : 'T*ve bowled two people 


out twia.! and I still can’t gel a bat 
myself.” 

AND IN MET.BOTJRNE SIR GARRY 
Sobers made a comeback 1o itic- 
ket with the North Melbourne Club. 
Lcn Maddocks, the former Australi¬ 
an wicket-keeper, is the boss there 
and in the past lie has lured such 
greats as Tan Chappell and Rohan 
Kanhai. Sobers hit an unbeaten 62 
batting at No. 6 and his partnership 
with Jeff Collins allowed North to 
hang on at five for 182 and draw with 
Carlton. 


Both teams dig in 

ENGI,AMD’S FIRST DAYS IN 
Sydney were spent practising — 
they even paid $(A)^ 2,000 for a spe¬ 
cial practice * session under the Sydn- 
ev Cricket Ground lights. OffiaaTly 
they had planned only one. The ver 
did. "‘fine” Only Boycott looked ill at 
ease and no doubt that was because 
of his contact lens. Brcarley said 
later that Engkind would revise its 
earlier thoughts about not playing 
in coloured gear. He said he favour' 
red a light blue strip. And he wasnT 
worried by the white ball —**Thc ^am 
seems a little harder than on the red 
ball,” he said. But England have 
drawn the line at authorities draw¬ 
ing lines on the field — a reference 
to the fielding circles used here in 
one-dav games this summer. The idea 
trs a team can only have two fields¬ 
men outside a 30-yard circle for the 
first 15 overs. Obviously those who 
think England will be a pushover 
^ils summer should re-consider. They 
are p1a.ying the game hard — and 
they'll be playing it by their rules. 
Well, at least by the rules they know, 
X don*t blame them. 



Derek RandaU — successful as an 
opener 

YOU'VE PROBABLY HEARD THAT 

West Indian calypso.”and 1 

had to leave a little girl in Kingston 

town.” Andy Roberts, scourge of 

the World's finest and frailest bats¬ 
men, lias done just that. Andy is marri¬ 
ed. He tied the knot just two days be¬ 
fore tlie West Indians came to Austra¬ 
lia. Andy—and Janet*—were married 
in Spanishtown. Jamaica. Andy says 
the honeymoon will be resumed dur¬ 
ing the West Indies* Australian tour. 

THE WEST INDIES DREW THEIR 
first tour game against the Victo¬ 
rian Country side, Geelong. And Eng¬ 
land were less than impressive against 
Shield leaders Queensland in a three- 
day game. The opening experiment 
with Randall worked when he bit 97 
off an attack including Jeff Thomson 
operating on a greentw- A bold move 
by Breariey this. Consider: If Boycott 
and Brcarley open it means there will 
be no batsman prepared to get on top 
of Lillee, Thommo and Hogg. Handall 
offers the attadeing alternative. 


Tailpiece 

TWO POINTS OF INTEREST FROM 

that game.England got Greg 

ChappeU for 12. caught by the peeper 
down the kgside. It is not the firs>t 
time England have probed that weak¬ 
ness successfully. And a scorcline that 
will make you smile: Queensland ope¬ 
ner Wayne Broad was out — caught 
Wilky bowl<^ Dilley. 
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SportspeoplB 


KEEGAN’S 

DREAM 

K evin keegan*s dream is to 

lipad England to World Cup 
victory in Spain in 1982. If he 
achieves this ambition be will have 
lived through several nightmares. 

Mast people think Keegan’s biggest 
battle was when he left the safe 
cushion of the Anfield Kop for the 
unknown in Hamburg two years ago. 
England’s captain exjjlained in 
“Brian Moore meets Kevin Keegan”, 
an ITV programme, just how tough 
that battle was. It ended whem he 
was hocked down by a ruthless de¬ 
fender. "1 hit him twice”, explains 
Keegan. ‘ With a left; then a right 
I just walked off the pitch, straight 
into a taxi.”' But during Kecgan’f 
eight week suspension which follow¬ 
ed. Hamburg won only one match. 
Gunter NeUer took over as manager, 
and Keegan’s nightmare ended. 


Then came another nightmare 
playing for England again. That was 
probably the most traumatic foott>all 
battle Keeg^in has faced. “People 
were very abusive/’ says Keegan. 
“Bob Paisley had said that players 
who went abroad should not be al¬ 
lowed to play for England. T will 
never forgive* him for that. He made 
life very hard 

The breakthrough this time came 
in the World Cup qualifying tie 
against Italy at Wembley. Keegan 
headed a great goal in a 2-0 win ^- 
and another nightmare ended. 

Yet there was an even more bitter 
battle for Keegan to face. The birth 
of a baby a year ago brought untold 
joy to Kevin and his wife, Jean. Then 
their daughter developed bronchial 
pneumonia and little Laura-Janc be* 
gan a desperate battle for life. She 
survived, and Keegan admits : “That's 
when I knew you could keep all the 
European Cup and Cup Final medals. 
I had got things in proportion.” 

The future for Keegan? He could 
go to Saudi Arabia for £1 million a 
year. He could go to Barcelona for 
.somewhat less. But one thing he 1*= 


determined elmit He Wants td ptt^ 
tor England ~ and if any move stops 
him doing that, he will forget afiout 
it After all he is a millionaire in 
more ways than one. His hank 
statements prove it; so do his wife 
Jean and little Laura-Jane. who arc 
even more living proof of his wealth, 

Mushtaq AH quits 

^VED MVSHTAQ AU, ONE OF 
O the all-time greats of India 
and a leading torch-bearer ot Madhya 
Pradesh Oricket Association, has re¬ 
signed the chairmanship of the selec¬ 
tion committee of the M. P. Cricket 
Association, and will soon tender his 
resignation ' from the vice-president- 
ship of that body, too. Onve redtou- 
ed by Ray Robiason as *a tiger on 
hot bricks’, Mushtaq Ali said in a 
dejected and despondent tone: “I am 
very thankful to the M.P.CA. for 
having made me the chairman of the 
selection committee for so many 
years. But 1 have requested them 
wHh a heavy heart to relieve me of 
this responsibility because I feel that 
I have failed in my endeavour tn 
bring back the past glory of ihe 
Holkars on the national cricket map. 
Now it is up to the remaining memb 
ers of this august committee to see 
that some players of this State may 
enhance the bygone glory of the 
Holkars in future. I wish them all 
luck.” 

Those close to the M.P.C.A. and to 
Mushtaq Ali are of the opinion thal 
of late. Mushtaq has become thorou¬ 
ghly frustrated with the affairs of 
the M.P.C.A, To come to the eore 
of it there is no teamwork in the 
ass<n:iation with the result that many 
talented youngsters are being depriv¬ 
ed of competitive (H'icket in M P. 
Moreover, the representation of M.P. 
in Central Zoufi teams * is almo.st 
negligible because other associations 
in the Zone have become more power 
fill than M.P. 

C/ub cricket for tsmaii 

A bdulla moosa ismail, the 

33-year-old medium-pace bowler 
from Bombay decided to bid fare¬ 
well to first class cricket last year. 
It appears rather premature for a 
bowler with the stamina and calibre 
of the type that is evinced by Ismail 
at his young age of 33 years. A 
cricketer with a real meritorious ca¬ 
reer as a medium-fast bowler, bespec¬ 
tacled Ismail has many performances 
to his credit which rank next only 
I to those of “tii^” Ramakant Desai 
! of Bombay. He is one of the few fast 
! bowlers of the country who remained 
r far away from Test cricket though 
their performances with the ball in 
I the national championship have been 
I of the top dra%ver. Ismail will delight 
Calcuttans this season as he has deci¬ 
ded to play for Mohamro^an Spor¬ 
ting. 


Born on August 10. 1945 at Bombay 
he made his debut as a right-arm me¬ 
dium-pace bowler in Ranji Trophy for 



Keegan (foreground) lormenUf Hungary during England’s 4-1 win 
Wembley 



/mail —seamd innings? 


Bombay in their match versus Maha 
rashtra at Bombay on January 3, 
1970 and during his nine-year cai'eer 
his bag was full with 198 wickets in 
51 Hanji matches at a ^splendid ave¬ 
rage of 15.47 runs per wicket. It 
includes a hat-trick perfoi med against 
Saurashlra at Bombay in 1973-74, 
Thi.s earned him the distinction of 
becoming only the second hat-trick 
X>erformor for Bombtiy in Bombay’^ 
record of participation in tlvs Uanji 
championship* matches for 43 years. 
His best bowlin^g feat in a single in¬ 
nings of the national championship 
has been seven Maharashtra wickets 
for a meagre 26 runs at Na^ik in 
1974-75 and that in a match has been 
10 wickets for 67 runs (4 for 44 and 
6 for 23) against Saunishtra on the 
matting wicket of Siirendranagar in 
1976-77, On 12 ocxrasions he captured 
over five wickets in an innings and 
thrice h>^ dismissed 10 batsmen in a 
match. That he fell short by mere 
two wickets the landmatk of 200 vie 
tiins. which only Pndmakar Shivalkai 
(286). Baloo Gupte (237) and Rama 
kant Desai (219) from Bombay could 
cross, is one of the glorious uncer¬ 
tainties of crickot. He remaino \ 
wicketless in the last match he 
played in the 1977-78 season against 
Maharashtra at Bombay. 

As a useful bat, who has on a 
number of occasions wielded it in the 
role of a good supporting batsman, 
he has collected 479 runs at an avo 
rage of 15.96 with bis unbeaten in¬ 
nings of 37 against Hyderabad at 
Bombay in 197S-76 as his top score 
in Banji Trophy. 

He has also represented West Zone, 
in the Dulecp Trophy tournament foi 
four seasons. His 13 wickets in thi 
tourney include his best bowling 
figures of 5 for 48 brought about in 
his very first Duleep Trophy match 
vs. East Zovie at Jamshedpur in 1971- 
72. He also recorded his careerbest 
rrnr<« too, in the Duleep Trophy mak- 
tiiK 4e V8. North Zone at Pune lo 

mm 


Though he played in eight Irani 
Cup fixtures for Bombay (Bgnji 
Champions) vs. the Rest of India 
since 1969-70. he could not show his 
true worth in the tourney. He was 
also a great disappointment in the 
only match he played* against the 
tourists M.C.C. for the Banji cham^ 
plons at Indore three seasons ago. 
when he could not capture any M.C.C, 
wicket. 

Tn his first-class cricket career, 
spread over a very short period of 
nine years, he played a total of 66 
matches in which this U\spectacled 
medium fast bowler bagged 231 wic¬ 
kets at a spectacular average of 17.35. 

Hari Chandra’s dream 

f lHlRlVNINE-YEAR-OLD UARl 
Chandra must surely l)e Asia’s 
greatest loner athletics wise, that 
is. at an age when most siiortsmen 
in the region cease to be active, the 
Singapore policeman is struggling to 
improve hi.s performance as an inter- 
national class runner. The veteran 
quarler-rniler, who ran the 400 
metres for his country in tlve 1956 
Olympics at Melbourne donned the 
national colours — in the World 
Veterans’ Championships. In the 
World Masters’ Meci at Toronto in 
1975. he finished second in the 
event, and two years later, was third 
in the Gothenborg meeting of the 
international elders. In the last 
championships at Hanover he was the* 
oldest sprinter in his section. 


Han Chandra’s first class athletics 
appearance really began in 1955 
when he was a student of the St. 
Xavier’s College, Calcutta, That 
winter he ran for Bengal in the 
Nationals and made the finals with 
a season best of 49,8 secs. He recol¬ 
lects with nostalgia the occasion 
when he ran alongside the fifth 
placed Milkha Singh in the finals. 
Few realised then that the keen 
sprinter would have as illustrious a 
career as he has had since then. 
Hari Chandra’s dedication to the 
gport inspired younger brother 
Manivakam Jegathesan to take up 
running seriously and became one 
of Asia’s all-time greats. In South- 
East Asia, Jega continues to be a 
household name almost in the same 
way as Milkha Singh’s has been in 
India, for the pa.st two decades. 

Hari Chandra has a dream: *T be¬ 
lieve that Asians ix’tire from oora- 
pcUUve athletics too early. For one 
reason or another, they find it diffi¬ 
cult enough to continue their exis¬ 
tence as active athletes from the 
’warmer’ countries can remain ac¬ 
tive as long as they are able-bodied: 

Pioneer Hari Chandra wants to 
spread the veteran movement in 
Asia. He feels that big names like 
Milkha Singh could contribute far 
more to Indian athletics than t&ey 
have done if they were to put on 
track suits and come out running 
with youngsters. 


Sitaram: Cricket-scribes 
write bullshit 

P EPAHING A WICKET IS AN 
art Preparing a true or ideal 
wideet requires the same depth and 
imagination which an artist needs be¬ 
fore painting a picture. Our wickets 
are prepared bv 'malis' who know 
little about soil stnictiire, weather 
conditions and cricket in general But 
still there are a few groundsmen 
whose offsprings did well in the wil¬ 
low game. To dame a few, Eknath 
Solkar’s father Dhondu was the 
ground.sman at Bombay Gymkhana. 
The father of Vedraj, one of India's 
best wicket-keeping prospects, is a 
Roundsman at Burton Park, Jullun- 
dur. But there Is one groundsman in 
the country who has played first-class 
cricket himself. He is Fooaiah SHa- 
ram, who represented Delhi for 1$ 
years in Banji Trophy and also play¬ 
ed for the North Zone. The 52-year- 
old Bangalore-born Sitaram says that 
in our country he is called grounds¬ 
man whierca.s he should be called 
*Mr Curator'. He knows his profe¬ 
ssion is not respected. Nobody has 
ever complimented or lewarded him 
for a match-winning wicket He al¬ 
ways lives in the background and 
remains unsung. According to SiU- 
ram. there are very few people who 
could read a wickM by merely look¬ 
ing at it. Lt. Col, Hemii Adhikari 
and Lala Amarnath po.sses$i this 
talent. He feels our cricket writers 
know nothing about pitches and what 
they write is ‘bullshit'. 

The ex-Serviceman admits lie rare¬ 
ly prepared a wicket of his choice in 
his lifetime. The instructions alwav*^ 
came from the top. Only on<xi a wic¬ 
ket was prepared by him without 
anybody’s interference. This was at 
Kanpur’s Green Park ground. “In 
19.59^60, when Australia led by Richie 
Remaud vw*re to play India at Kanpur, 
f was asked by the late S. M. Bashir 
to lav the wicket. Left to myself, 1 
prepared the wicket. Jasu Patel did 
wonders on that turning wicket and 
India broiiglit off a near-miracle b\ 
scoring it.s first-ever victory over Aus- 
“In this victorious Te.st, I was my¬ 
self in the reserves list of the Indian 
team as a medium-pacer. This is a 
memorable chapter of my life”, says 
8itaram with pride. He says he wants 
to prepare a wicket like tho one at 
Mohannagar where he is employed 
as the chief groundsman., 

Sitaram also prepaTv>s the 
Flrozeshah Kotia wicket, but feels 
that preparing a wicket at Jaipur’s 
8awai Man Singh Stadium Is the 
most difficult because tlic lower sod 
or the 'under-bcliy' is of sand and 
the clay and grass weeds just refuse 
to mate. It needs special skill and 
experience to bind such wickets. 

Among the visiting captains^ Sita 
ram has the highest admiration foi 
Clive Lloyd. “lie talked lo me wit It 
the respect that only English gnrund.s- 
men enjoy.” Sitaram fee!.s that thi' 
Eden Gardens outfield i.s the best in 
the world, because the river Hobghly 
keeps its undersoil moist. The bc.st 
wideet, according to him, is at Moliau 
Nagar near Delhi. 
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News round-up^ 


Wealth of talent in Jr. 
Nehru hockey 

NEW OEIJQ : The Junior Nehru 
Hockey Tournament, again won bv 
Sports School, Jullundur, on 
Jawaharlal Neliru^ birthday, 
was yet another unforgettable ex¬ 
perience in the hockey education of 
many a young scJiool-boy. Thirty-two 
teams, mostly selected by the 
Directorates of Education of various 
States and Union Territories after 
their own tournaments, took part and 
each side went home richer by 
the experience. 

The standard witnessed this year 
was quite good by schoolboy (under 
17 years) standards. But what hap¬ 
pens to these boys when they grow 
a few years older ? Why are they 
not able to contribute towards rais¬ 
ing the adult standards ? Mr Shiv 
Kumar Verma, secretary of the 
tournament, himself a good full-back 
in his younger days, had this to 
say : "We were happy to sec that 
the standard was betted this year. 
The Sports School experiment also 
has started producing results. But 
these promising youngsters are lost 
to the game in our vast country 
because no State association or the 
fed*'^ation takes any follow-up action. 
Proper records and reports on their 
progress should always be available 
in the offices of the hockey associatio¬ 
ns and Directorates of Educa¬ 
tion. But no such thing is done. 

As in previous years, we drew up 
a Jist of 60 boys who, our talent- 
Spotting committee, think, are pro¬ 
mising material. The list will be 
sent to the education authorities, 
Stale hockey associations and 


the federation. But nobody has 
thought of co*ordinating the activi¬ 
ties of the various bodies,'* 

Like Mr Verma, who is a Deputy 
Secretary in the Union Government, 
there are many others who lament 
this state of affairs. A lot of 
effort goes to waste. Yet the 
Nehru tournament organisers arc 
not discouraged. They are dedicated 
to the promotion of youth hockey. 
Mr Verma has a point when be 
says : ''Almost everyone talks of 
winning the Olympic gold medal 
or the World Cup, when the very 
survival of the game in this country 
is the real problem. There 
should be more and more 
competitive opportunities for the 
young, the very young. We would 
be very happy to sec some other 
organisers run a first-rate national- 
level tournament for boys in the 
age group of, say. 12-14." 

As in previous years, the first 20 
in the list of 60, drawn up hy 
the talent spotters — including 
former Olympic veterans Comman¬ 
der Nandi Singh. Hardayal Singh 
and Harmeek Singh — will be 
awarded scholarships of the value 
of Rs 900 a year. 

The sodety holds the profession 
of coaching in high esteem and 
to encourage it, an award has 
been instituted for the coach 
of semi-finalists Brahman Anglo 
Vedic Inter-College, Meerut, which 
impressed the connoisseur with 
their skill and technique. Two other 
teams from Uttar Pradesh, 
quarter-finalists Sports College, 
Lucknow, and runners-up NCC 
(U.P. Directorate) also left a 
good impression. But there was 
one important quality which the 
U.P. teams lacked. It was what 
is described as 'killer's instinct*. 

But this quality was very much 



Brig Mohan tusaling for the hall in 
I he finals. The Jullundur boys won 
in the tie breaker 5-2 


in evidence in the game of the teams 
from Punjab, like Sports School 
and Kendriya Vidyalaya, both 
from Jullundur, and also in that 
by-now famous institution State 
Subsidised School, Khunli (Bihar) 
who went down in the semi-finals 
to the eventual winners. 

Lack of space forces one to 
confine oneself to the final betwecu 
Sports School, Jullundur, and NCC 
(UP). Many a senior team wvuld 
have been proud to be able to 
play as well. Full-backs like Birinder 
and Varinder of Sports School 
are stalwart defenders in the 
making. Inside forwards Brij, Ansar 
and Virendra, who is a son of the 
legendary Dhyan Chand, made a 
few movements for NC(i that 
looked very skilful, very classical. 
The final was decided oy penalty 
strokes, the fate of the NCC team 
being sealed when Ashwuni Kumar 
of Jullundur dived like a cat to foil 
the first three NCC stroll-takers— 
Ansar, Ravinder and Brij—from 
scoring. 

I» HAHUL 

Tug-of-war over 
Pentangular T.T. 

CaLCUITA: Uncertainty shrouds 
the holding of the first Pentan¬ 
gular T.T. tournament, onginalb 
scheduled to be held in Durgapur 
early next year. lor the promo¬ 
tion and development of tabic 
tennis in the peninsula and for 
fostering better international 
friendship,the idea of a Pentan¬ 
gular tournament was mooted 
in April last, during the Pyong 
Yang World Championships. Thu 
brain-child of the lormer TTFI 
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J 8ik—downi; 
and out 

CHANOIQARH; It was. ai tnassa- 
tre of the innotiehts. literal^ 
and itietapboricany* Ift weir: 
various enceiimers this iFtuitii ; 
seasenr J ft K has heeti .def^ted 
at the hands of Punjahi^ Karyaiia 
and Delhi and lastiy 
— all by an idniaiss. loddhki- 
they had to lollow On in 
three — perhaps a r^scbid for 
any Ranji-playmg team of. 
ihc four outings. * 

J ft K had bden unlucky to 
lose the toss on all . but one 
occasion against Sei: vices 

enabling rivals Fahjlft, Kotyana 
and Ueitu. in that o)rder» to bdt 
hrst, pile up a huge total and 
Older poor J ft K a near>impos- 
siblc task to avoid fbltawing on< 
And J ft K has narrowly missed 
yet another record of a hat-trick 
-- of innings defeat in two days. 
They were lucky to drag their 
march against Delhi-^undoubtedly 
ihe Strongest among the hve 
North Zone teams and last year's 
Kanji champions — into the third 
day. J ft K earned the 
dubious record of losing all 
then league fixtures outright. 

SATISH KUMAR 


r*rcsident and now honorary life 
pre-sidcnl, Mr T. D. Rangaram- 
auujarn, this five-iiatioii tourna¬ 
ment will be held for the first 
lime in India. The Bengal Table 
Tennis Assodatioii spontaneously 
bid for* the Tentangular tourney, 

-SO that it could be held con- 
ruirently with the Nationals at 
Durgapur from February 7 next 
>(ar. The TlFl and the BTTA 
agreed that the Pentangular be 
staged two days after the Natio¬ 
nals. But the TTFl wanted that 
both these competitions be given 
separate importance — that it 
would bring out a .separate 
souvenir for the Pentangular' 
meet. Later, the BTTA accep¬ 
ted the Tm directive that the 
Pentangular be held two days 
before the Nationals. 

But after Durgapur had gone 
ahead with preparation for both 
the meets, the TTFI executive com 
mittee decided to re-open the 
issue at its meeting on Septem¬ 
ber 16. Mr Rangaramanujani 
brought up the issue, saying that 
Pakistan did not want tne Pen¬ 
tangular held concurrently with 
the Nationals as it would lose its 
significance. He said the Central 
Government, too, wanted it held 
in a “befitting” manner. The 
only inference from this is that 
the TTFl wishes to withdraw the 
commitment it made earlier. So, 
to reinfdrce the BTTA's claim, 
one of its representatives at the 
meeting said that the organisers 
had already progressed a great 


deal with its preparations. The 
venue could not be changed at 
this late stage, he added. 

Why does the TTFl now want 
to hold the Pentangular else¬ 
where? Is the federation keep¬ 
ing its policy of ptamoting and 
pcipularLsing the sport in rural 
areas? Or docs it think that 


Duigapur — which has held 
many national and inlernational 
niet^ts — lacks all amenities and 
facilities ? BTTA officials and 
the Durgapur organisers have 
these and many other questions. 
Some of lhcs<* will o rtainly be 
answered on Decernb<;r 7, when 
the ITFl meets again. 

SUBHASM SAHCAH 



Boris Diplomat is here 

MADRAS: Its almost like playing 
the card game called ‘patience' 

(the one-man game). With some¬ 
thing (someone ?) like Boris Diplomat 
you don't need a living partner to 
pit your wits against m a game of 
chess. Boris Diplomat is the name 
of the chess computer the Tamil 
Nadu Chess Association received as 
a Diwali gift from its president, 
Thiru N. Mahalingam. While 
Brois Diplomat is not the first of 
its kind in this country, it is the 
first to be acquired by a State 
association. 

Thiru V. Kameswaran, joint- 
secretary of the 'FN Chess Associa¬ 
tion, gave Sportsworld a demonstra¬ 
tion of the working of the compu¬ 
ter the other day. Boris Diplomat 
looking something like a table cal¬ 
culator. There is a miniature 
chess board with all the pieces on 
it and encased in a glass box. This 
is merely ornamental and has 
nothing to do with the actual 
working of the computer. 


There is this ‘ivindow* where the 
readings, in algeberice notations, 
can be made. The computer works 
on batteries and on mains. 

As Kameswaran explained, the 
computer has been fed with all basic 
ideas of chess like castling, en 
passent, queening of pawns etc. 

This ‘invisible friend' can play both 
while and black pieces one at a 
time or simultaneously. It can 
solve problems one choses to set. 

The computer can also be used 
to grade players depending in the 
time limit fixed for making of 
moves. For example, beating the 
rompuier with a 2(k;eoond$ time 
limit means that “you have a good 
anderslanding of basic strategy”, a 
victory with a two-minute time limit 
means that “you are capable of 
giving good competition to average 
players”, 10 minutes per move 
implies “you are capable of beating 
even an accomplished player”, and 
one-hour per move limit mean.s 
fhat the computer is working at the 
level of a masters player. 

ASHOK KAMATH 
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ACROSS 

1 The sMp made by a slip mavbe 
(8,5) 

8 It Is a contraction! (3) 

10 Arrangement of mast and sails (3) 

11 Old Testament (abbr.) (1,1) 

1? Mushtaq-. former cricketer 

for India (3) 

13 Sport (3) 

14 Ventilate (3) 

16 Babylonian chief priest of shrine 
^2) 

18 See 26 Ac. 

19 "Luck-the toss*’ (2) 

21 See 17 Da 

23 Fh good health (3) 

25 Girl's name (3) 

26 18 Ac. and 13 Dn. Backwards and 
forwards (2,3.3) 

28 Sixth sense (abbr,) (1.1.1) 

29 .Globe (3) 

31 Mean legislation 7 (3,2.8) 

DOWN 

1 Honest dealing — not only in 
sports (4,4) 

2 A chess study — at the finish of 
the match ? (3,4) 

3 In golf, leading by as many holesi 
as there are left to play (6) 

4 A group of South African clubs (5) 

5 A game in which counters are 
moved on a board according to 
the fall of dice (4) 

6 Place beside the course where 
cars In a race can be refuelled 
and repaired (3) 

7 Orient the bridge-player? (4) 

9 Charged particle (3) 

13 See 26 Ac. 

14 Advertisement (abbr.) (2) 

15 Foot coverings worn by swim¬ 
mers (8) 

17 And 21 Ac. Still batting (3,3) 

18 -once : immediately (2) 

20 Fielding position In cricket — 
may be desirable in a woman 
(4,3) 

22 Bruce Richard -, cricketer 

for New Zealand (6) 

23 Qn the cricket score-card, 128|3 
means 128 runs the lose of 
3 wickete (3) 


24 Israeli desert (6) 

26 Hard work (4) 

27 Light Oshing spear (4) 

30 Weapon for shooting arrows (3) 

(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


Biswajit Bose, Garla. 

Q: What is Cowdrey's highest Test 
score ? 

A: Cowdrey’s highest Test score is 
182 vs Pakistan at the Oval in 1962. 

V. Heri, Delhi. 

Q : Who has lakon the maximum num¬ 
ber of catches in Tests ? 

A: Colin Cowdrey with 120 in 114 
Tests. 

C. Madhevan, Madras. 

Q : Which cricketer was nick-named 
The Governor General' ? 

A: C, G. Macartney of Australia. 

Soumih-a Kar. Shillong 

Q ; Where, when and agalnsi whom 
did Chauhan make his Test debut? 
A: Chauhan made his Tost debut vs. 
New Zealand in the tst Test at 
Bombay in 1969. 

Suresh Babuk, Dlgboi. 

Q: What is Prasanna’s highest Test 
score ? 

A: Prasanna's highest Test score is 

37 vs. England in the 3rd Test at 
Madras in 1972-73. 

Radhakriahnan. Tellichary. 

Q: What is tfie Test bowling record Of 
Joel Garner ? 

A: In seven Tests Garner has taken 

38 wickets at 23 23 a piece. 

Mahesh More, Calcutta.. . 

Q: What is Engineer’s date of birtn 
and how many Tests did ho play ? 
A: Engineer was born on Feb 2b, 
1938. Ho played 46 Tests. 

3. N. Bora, Jorhat 

Q: What the Test batting record or 
Hemu Adhikan '> 

A: In 21 Tests, Hemu Adhikari scoioo 
872 runs at an average of 31.14 
He hi! one Tost century. 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 381 



Si4«]r SMgupia, Caleiitia 

O: What is the Test record ot Georo* 
Francis of the west Indies? 

A: ii\ 10 Tests, Francis scored 81 rune 
at an average of 5.78. He also 
look 23 wickets at 33.17 a piece. 

UJIamel K. Oes, Murshidabed 

Q: When and where did Jeff Thom- 
8 on make his Test debut 7 

A: J. Thomson made nis Test dobut'^ 
in the 2nd Test against Pakistan 
at Melbourne in 1972-73. 

Indrajit Ghosh, CsIcutUi 

Q:.Oid Bedi, Chandra, Prasanna ano 
Venkat ever play together in any 
Test for India? 

A : Yes, they played against England 
In the 3rd Test at Leeds in 1967. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Who is Asia’s first Olympic cham¬ 
pion 7 

2. Which world-record-holder woman 
athlete of Great Britain died of 
cancer at 22 ? 

3. Who is the only man to retain an 
Olympic decathlon title ? 

4. Who IS the only gold hai-lrick 
maker in Olympic triple jump ? 

5. Two relay teams were disqualified 
at an Olympic Jinal for baton ex¬ 
changes outside the permitted 
zone. Name them. 

6 . Which two swimmers, both ot them 
a success at the Montreal Olym¬ 
pics. are nicknamed the *the 
Snake' and ’the mongoose’ ? 

7. Ranked not belter than 48th in 
the woild in 1967, the person 
won a medal in one of the jump 
events in the 1968 Olympics. Guess 
who 7 

8 Who bettered 'Herb' Elliot's world 
mile record ? 

9 Who holds I he world record tor 
lOOOni race ? 

10.. Before the Montreal Olympiad 
which was the last (and only) 
time the U.S.A. had been shut out 
in the Olympics 100 m dash 7 
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Bridge 


Bor IS 

Some people die fated to b© onlucky at 
this game - others, with perhaps less 
ability, have riches heaped upon them, 
tt was one of the unlucky ones who told 
me about the fotlowing hand: 

♦ AOB 
^85 
6 A08 
4 J 10973 



4 8 4 3? 

A K .MU 9 
0 e b 3 

4 


You may wonder why South should be 
regarded as an unlucky player. Well, 
this was the bidding at the other table: 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

pass 

14 

pass 

pass 

dbl© 

» 4 

dblo 

24 

pass 

pass 

pass 

pass 

dbl© 

pass 


West’s bid of one-spadt? was not too 
clever ~ there could hardly be any real 
future for his side after his partner's first 
round pass. Against two-clubs doubled 
North led ^ 8; South won and pushed a 
diamond through. He won the next heait 
and played a spade and the luckless 
West was perhaps lucky to end with five 
tricks and a loss of Q0() points. South's 
delicately won ovortnck at the first table 
proved to be of little significance. 

This week’s quiz, at love all South holds 
4AKOS?C4 3OQ'/44KOt0 4. 
North deals and opens one-club - how 
should South respond 



At match play South dealt at game all 
and passed, Wi’sf opened one-club and 
aftoi two passes South protected with 
one-heart. West passed. North showed 
fiis vafue.s with a bid ot 2 NT and South 
signed off with three hearts. (There was 
a case for bidding 3 NT North was 
clf'arly good witii the^dubs well held, 
and the play would be .simplified with 
West marked with most of the out¬ 
standing tugh cards.) 

However, three-hearts was the final 
contract and South wa.^ allowed to 
dorr^onstrate his skill Ho ruffr^d Iho open¬ 
ing lead of 4 A. finessed 4 0* 3‘''d ruffed 
another club. He frillowed with 4 A and 
another club ruff. Next carno a winning 
diamond finesse and, although mnn 
tricks were now r ertam, declarei ruffnd 
a club with K, crossed to 0 A. and 
ruffed dummy's la.st club with A. 
This left dumnry with 4^ S? 8 5 0 8 
4 none, West with none, 

and Ea=^t with 4 ^ Q 4 3 ? 0 none 

4 riofUi. 

South, with no trumps left, got off lead 
with a diamond and. whether West 
ruffed or discarded, theie was no way 
for the defenders to prevent dummy 
comiwg to a trump trick to give declarer 
an overtne k It wa.s a remarkable example 
of a reverse dummy play to make six 


Chess 


F. J. Marshall, who held the champion¬ 
ship ot the United States for ?7 years and 
was one of the five original Grandmasters 
of Chess (the title was conferred on him, 
together with Lasker, Capablanca, Alek 
hine and Tarrasch, by the Tsar of Russia 
at St Petersburg in 1914). He was one ol 
the most vigorous and enterprising play 
ers of all time, a groat believer in activity, 
rhe last of my seven positional yardsticks. 
If he could replace defence by counter¬ 
attack, he would, and it was in that spint 
of aggression that he sprang a counter 

S ambit ot a pawn (now famous as the 
farshall Attack) on Capablanca m the 
first round at New York, 1910. The Cuban 
yemub warded off the thioats and won, 
but the idea was not invalidated. Among 
the many brilliant games that Marshall 
played the following is perhaps unique. 
It ends with a stunning Queen offer, after 
which the spectators literally showered 
the winner with gold pieces. 

White* SteiMii Lewitaky; Black; Frank 
Marshall. French Defence (Breslau, 1912) 

1 d4.at; t a4, di 

3 KteS. c9 

This variation, cn© ot Marshall's favourites, dogs 
not have a pood reputatibn White can saddle 
his opponent with an isolated pawn. 

4 Km. KM: S exd, exd 

• Set, KIM: 7 §>0. Bel 

t Ba9... 

Swnpler was 0 d x c It is not yet clear wh^re the 
Queen's Bishop should be pul 

• ...9-d: 9 dxc. Bed 


This IS week for several reasons: it removes a 
rather poor Bishop from the board; it strength¬ 
ens the OP; It opens the KB Ote for Black. 

11 .., f X e«f It BiM« Om 

13 Bh9. Ilaet; 14 QiM... 

Now White pels into a nasty pir>. He should 
first have played 14 a3, 

14...Bb4i 19Bx1i,Rxf9 

H Ba^fl, Oct: 17 Oet.». 

There was more hope in the endgame after 
17 a3. Bxc3*. 18 Okc3. 0xc 3. Combinative 
play favours the more active side. 

17 ... e X cS; 13 b X eS, O X as 

13 R X dS. Ktd4i 38 Ob9 .., 

Or ?Q O 06 . K1t3-i-. 21 g X 13, Rtf 6 i. and Blark 
Wins 

23 ... Reft; t 1 Re9 ... 

?1 Rc r> allowed 21 Rxf 21 

31 . . . RM; 33 OgS. R x bS 

83 RcB, Qq 3 Mf; 84 Resigna 

Competitlan 03N. Solulion next week. 


Black 



WhiU> 


White to pic'iv How shoijid iHp gamo 
Grade 3 (mediumi 

Solution to G41S {Levy "Myeve, Jersey 
City, 1397). (3k1/3rqppp/o3p3/1p1Pb3/ 

1R1n301/PB3P/1B3PP1/3R2K1 - Blaek to 
play.) Myers trapped his opponent’s Queen by 
25 . P - 04. ?6 O - R5. P - Kt3. 21 Q - R6. 

B - B5l After 28 B x Kf, R x 0 and another siv 
moves While rnsinngd 
Problem No 933. Solution next wnr-k 
C. W, Sheppard (Fi^M Pn^e, Ain^ncan Chfs\ 
BuHotin. 1952) (bqa02/9p1K/3e1pp1BfSli8/ns3 
8R/r1bS/9p2B1/384 -7 while men; 13 black.) 
White to play and male m two movoK 
Solulion to No 1082 (Qolobev). (K3b4/ 
3p1r2 ; pQnR3B / 4q3B / 8 / 3iilNPp1 /3Ppk3 / 
1b4RN-maie In two.) ) Kt-01 (Ihicat 
2 R * P(02) (a) 1 K1 04; 2 O X P. (b) 

1 . . . Kt-06; 2 Kt X Kt (c) 1 Kt K5. 

2 0 - K3; (d) 1 . . . R - B5. 2 Kt x P. (ej 1 . 
8-Kt4; 2 P-B4 These IhematiC 
obstruct the black Ouec'^p -n U\c ddlciuni 
directions 


for unavoidable rt‘a^u}ns the 
numbenna of Chess ‘Competition' 
and 'Problem' had to be changed With 
effect frorr. fhts issue Thts wnl be 
foUowed until fmther notice 

















That's what you'll 
be when you; ve 
tasted Nutrine. 


Delicious sweets and 
toffees from Nutrine... 
in a wide range. 
And.mouth-watering 
Chocolate Eclairs. 

No wonder at ail you’re 
hooked on Nutrine! 




3 terrific tte^. 
m every sweet I 

NimUNE COttFECnoHlRV CO. LTD. 
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Mahova 

The €ieiictous energy drink for an action-packed life. 


Chum Goswamt, Sudipta 
Goswami Illustrious father, 
illustrious son Generations 
bound together by undying 
family traditions tike love for 
football, zest for action, 
that special taste of what is 
now MALTOVA 

And, like Chum, Sudipta 
too knows that Maltova's 
body building proteins, health- 
sustaining vitamins and minerals 
make for an active body Give 
that extra burst of energy to 
succeed And emerge the 
winners No wonder. Chum has 
a record of leading his home 
team to victory in every maior 
tournament, representing India 
in over 80 international 
matches, and captaining India 
Olympics I And Sudipta- 
is on the threshold of an 
exciting tomofrov» 


JiL 



JAGATIITINDVSTIUES UMITCD 


Maltova 

for that special taste of success 
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Com¬ 
ments on 
commen¬ 
taries 

IT IS A WELL-KNOWN 
1 tact that light at Calcutta 
fades much earlier than in 
any other Test centre of the 
rountry; yet we find that 
Test matches start here at 
Sfinte time as in other 
centres. This lack of fore¬ 
sight on the ,part of the 
organisers has caused the 
premature death of the last 
two Te.st matches played at 
the Eden Gardens when both 
of them were in exciting 
position.s. We sincerely hope, 
that the authorities will rise 
from thrdr slumber and save 
vital minutes of the forth¬ 
coming Tc^st against Pakistan 
from being sacrificed. This 
can easily be done by start¬ 
ing the match at 9.30 a.m. 
daily and at 9 a.m. on the 
last day. 

Another point we would 
like to make concerns the 
AIR authorities and the 
standard of running com¬ 
mentary. It is good to have 
ii«w voices during the domes¬ 
tic and first class matches 
against the tourists. But to 
hav^ them during Tests la 
intolerable. This makes 
mockery of the entire com¬ 
mentary. So for the Test 
matches at least the best 
commentators should be 
chosen. We suggest the 
following name.s: 

Hindi—We are afraid only 
Sushil Dash! is up to the 
mark, Jasdev Singh may be 
an outstanding commentator 
for hockey but for cricket he 
is not acceptable. 

English—Anand Setalwad, 
Narottam Puri. Ashish Rov 
Dicky Rutnagur. Suresh 
Saraiya and Sunil Gujral. 

Experts—^Vijay Merchant, 
Nctri Contractor and M. A. K. 
Pataudi. Wc sincerely hope 
that the Cricket Control 
Board of India will look at 
theiK! suggestions with a re¬ 
asonable and flexible outlook. 

SHANKAR MUKHERJEE. 

PEEPAK RATTANPAL, 
M. C. NAG, 
New Delhi. 

MY WORST FEARS CAME 
true when the AIR selected 
Us commentators on Test- 
ccnlre basis like last yt-ar. If 


AIR'S reluctance for a ‘per- 
maneni' team of commenta¬ 
tors Is an economy drive, the 
Cricontrol Board better take 
a leaf from thrur book and 
select the players only from 
the zone holding the Test! 

I understand over 30 
million people listen to the 
AIR commentariet. What 
great service AIR is render¬ 
ing, by thrusting these 
*tormcntofs’ on the poor 
listeners! Each l^st centre 
has got Ks quota of ‘tormen¬ 
tors'. Madras has Balu 
Alganan and Parthasarathy, 
Bangalore—P. Anand Ran. 
Delhi—Raj Singh, and Bom- 
bay^Vijay Merchant. It is 
simply amazing, how people 
like Balu Alganan and Anand 
Rao become commentator.v 
As an exfyert, Parthasarathy 
must Ik‘ the eighth wonder. 

Don't the relatives of these 
commentators ever tell them 
that their EngU.sh is atroci- 
ou^s? Don’t they ever coni- 
i pare their performances with 
those of others? 

DR. RATNAKAR BEHERA, 
Berhampore, 


tn lile -y'-npoiri- “Ifii- 
Am.ntter ygirm m 

«fe. - .iw 

1» not carr«<t 'tgit.mjm: 

pme tvpon, ft 
.litoimMKed thiit 
. IMM «a«iiQiievred 
Held w «et file ttulUikiKf 
from Mu$t«!q M^ammea... 

- Thu too is Itpf OODTMt. 

LISTKNINc; TO THE COM- 
mcMitaiy provided for the 
India-Austraiia Test in Cal¬ 
cutta, one cannot help 
wondering at the woeful 
lack of expressive ability, 
use of bad English and the 
inadequate knowledge of the 
game of the people appoint¬ 
ed by AIR. Blunders like 
‘first debut’, returned back 
to the pavilion’ to name a 
few, were available in plenty 
This being the case of re¬ 
gular commentators, the less 
said the better of the/ex- 
perLs’. People like Cha^idu 
Sarwale only echoed ex¬ 
pressions and ix)mmentS of 
the commentators them¬ 
selves, making the whole 
I thing a farce. A combina¬ 
tion of Dicky Rutnagar, 
Pearson Surila. Narottam 
Puri and Anand Sctalvad 
for the rest ul the Pakistan 








^eri«^s may be askings for too 
much, but not the Auasics 
and the English provide 
similar fare in their broad 
easting? 

V. RAMAKRfSffNAN. 

^ Madras. 

MOST or THE PRESENT- 
day cominenlafors have been 
found to lx* lacking in the 
following iundamontal tjuaii 
tics requnicd for a thorough, 
iy engrossing and enjoyable 
ronnncnlary. 1) 'Hiorough 
knowledge of the game, 2) 
Ability to speak flawless 
English fluently ’aii<l deaily. 
3) Good voK^. 4) Ability 
follow the game and to give 
vivid dosexiption of it ball 
bail. 

PRABHAT fC NIYOGI, 
Hooghly, 

LISTENING TO niE RUNN- 
ing commentaries in English 
and Bengali broadcast AH 
India Radio on the India- 
Auslralia Tost match at Cal- 
uitta, a listener could easily 
understand that most of the 
radio com montalons Jacked 
in the basic knowledge of the 
game. The poor knowledge 
of the field position was 
evident time anc} again. Once, 
on the seoind mor;ning, a 
smart ofl-drivc rcachinrg the 
mid off fence for four runs 
was called by a Bengali com 
inentalor: 'an extra c^wer 

drive reaching tho extra 
cover fence'. Any keen 
follower of the game can 
differentiate between an off* 
drive and a cover-drive, 
belwcim mid-ofl and extra 
cover. 

The commentators often 
failed to recognise Indian 
players on the field—not to 
speak of the Aussies. Kapil 
liev was mistaken for Yash- 
pal Sharma (even though 
they were placed on the 
opiwsile corners of the field), 
Gavaskar lor VLshwanath cU 
Their prunounciation of the 
names of the different play¬ 
ers were amusing. Kim 
Hughes was called *Kim 
Higgs' by a noted Bengali 
ccwnmentalor for a long spell 
on the second day. 

Again, most of the c*oin- 
mentators, especially in Ben¬ 
gali, went on giving statis¬ 
tics of individual records or 
spoke on matters not rele¬ 
vant to the game at that 
moment. Sometimes one or 
more balls had been skipped 
over. At times, the scores 
were given at such long in¬ 
tervals that one had to hang 
on to the radio or transistor 
sc^-ts for even ten minutes at 
a stretch. 

Do the authorities, while 
appointing tlie commenta¬ 
tors or experts, take the 
trouble of testing the know- 
lc<lgc of the people who arc 
given the job of giving a 


ball-by-ball commentary over 
the radio? 

SVBROTO CHATTEHJEE, 
Calcutta. 

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION 
of an 'expert'? An individual 
who is ‘master' in a parti¬ 
cular field. Then who is 
Jagdish Lai? I do not think 
he has sufficient experiencr 
in the field of crickel nor 
any contribution worth men¬ 
tioning How are ‘experts' 
selecttxl? Cricket lovers ex¬ 
pert pioneers and oulstand* 
iiig players to fill that role 
because} they wont simply 
the dialogues of the 
commentators (as hapinmed 
in the CaUmtla TrsD but 
will project the actual picture 
of the game through their 
experience. 

AMITABHA SENGUPTA, 
BhUai. 

niE EXPERT COMMEN- 
tators bore the listeners 
very often. One of tho 
many practices Ls that the 
commcniators switch over to 
the expt^rt immediately 
when a batsman is out, and 
the latter says ; “He was 
impatient he paid the 
penalty ... he did ...” etc 
Wo cannot understand who 
he is and the commentator 
is back after a few minutes 
of tho export’s comments 
with the words : “Well, the 
next batsman in is As 

a result, we have to wait 
for a long time to know the 
particulars of the last man 
out- 

ROBf DUTTA. 
Calcutta. 

IT is REALLY A PLEA- 
•^ure tio lL4t^n to comliien- 
tarie.s by foreigners, lliey 
do so well that one feels 
more' happy to listen to 
commentary than actually 
witness a game Our coni- 
mcntfVtor?^, instead, make 
the most interesting mo¬ 
ments ‘dull’ 

R. VENKATACHARI, 
Madras. 

MR SHYAMAL ACHARYA 
(Spurisworld, September 12) 
in his adulation of the BBC 
commentatois appears to 
have overlooked one vtTy 
important aspect of com¬ 
mentating — nun-biased or 
impartial commentary. 

As far as this aspect is 
conc’erned, I can say that 
the BBC commentators are 
lackkig dearly. The Indians 
may not he so fluent or 
adept but they are not par¬ 
tial, at least not as much as 
the BBC men. The BBC 
men were forever lauding 
their batsmen, especially 
Gower and GcKich and their 
bowlers, Willis, Botham, 
Hendrick and company. 
Once, during the Test scries 
between India and England 


one of the BBC commenta¬ 
tors, talking about an Indian 
batsman, said : Tie played 
very well* and immediately 
reverted back to singing 
Ian Botham's praise. It al¬ 
most looked as though Bot¬ 
ham was his own son. 

SHANKAR SHARMA, 
Dhanbad. 

MY PRIMARY AIM IN 
wriltlng this letter, is to 
highlight the pathetic state 
of cricket commentary in 
our country. Listening to the 
commentary, indeed, has be¬ 
come an ordeal. But our 
passion for the game of 
cricket leaves no option for 
us. It’s a shame that millions 
of crickel-crazy fans in the 
country are being subjected 
to such sub-standard eom- 
inentary. 

The Hindi commentators 
arc the worst offenders. More 
often than not, they sp^ak 
non^icnsc, give a lop sided 
view of the goings-on and 
make many mistakes. What 
is very offending is that most 
of the commentators have 
certain favourite expressions 
and statements which they 
keep repeating time and 
again. These repetitions have 
ceased to amuse us! There 
is one Hindi commentator 
Murli Manohar Manpjl, who 
speaks throughout in an ex¬ 
cited voice even when the 
play is extreinelv dull. 
Another commentator. .Tas 
dev Singh, though admitted¬ 
ly fine for hockey, makes a 
nioc kery of the cricket com 
inontary. 

niere was one English 
commentator, Anand Rao, 
who remained iihockinglv 
passive even when a wicket 
fell or a .six hit. These are 
some exampitis of our so- 
called cricket commentators. 
It makes one long for an 
Anaod Setalvad or a Suresh 
Saraiya. Of the present crop 
of commentators, only Ashish 
Ray and Dicky Riitnagur in 
English and Manish Dev and 
Sushil Doshi in Hindi ^ire 
tolerable. 

Even the TV commenta¬ 
tors are no better. It's a far 
cry from the standard of 
cricket conimenlary in other 
countries, listening to the 
commentary on BBC can 
actually be a pleasure! The 
commentary of Richie Be- 
naud and the likes, accom¬ 
panying the TV excerpts of 
the Englaod-lndia series, was 
delightful Even the Pakis¬ 
tani TV commentaries, 
which we heard in the direct 
telecast of the Indo-Pak 
series, were good. 

Why is the Indian standard 
of commentary at such a low 
ebb? ^Mir ACARWAL, 
Deihi. 


WE WERE WATCHING 
the proceedings of the third 
day's play of the Calcutta 
Test between India and Aus¬ 
tralia on TV. During the 
tea break, experts like Lala 
Amarnath, Pankaj Roy, 
Kishorc Bhimani, Shyam 
Verma and Bob Merriman 
were discussing the issue. 
During the course of this 
conversation Lala asked 
Pankaj Roy why the Eden 
pitch was becoming slow. 
Pankaj Roy could not give 
any plausible reason. 

Soon after the tea break, 
when play resumed, Manish 
Dev the Hindi commentatoi 
was speaking to Lala in 
Hindi, (not into the micro¬ 
phone) unaware that his 
voice was reaching the ears 
of thousands of viewers 
through the 'TV. In the 
most callou.5 and vulgai 
manner, he was criticising 
Pankaj Roy (foi his igno¬ 
rance regai^ling the pilch) 
md Bengalis in general, in 
a language, though obvious 
ly not meant for viewers, 
suiting iA'opL* boro nml 
brought up ill the .^lime (»t 
gutters. VVe were shocked 
and disgusted to Iumi Muh 
words from a comnicntalor 
Abusing Pankaj Bov and 
abusing the mothers and 
sisters ol all HeiigalLs was 
a shocking departure from 
tluj polished Jiiudi Mani'^h 
Dev uses to describe cri- 

' 's K. DHAU.P. SIKDAH. 

Calaitla. 

This Is the siory of Indian 
cuTnincnlator.s. 

Widely regard<‘xl as incor¬ 
rigible third inters 

Test alter over the 

AIR cijmc"; their voi(e, 

Wc all listen to them 
‘cause we have no choice, 
Hindi cnmnientators—may 
their tribe <lecrcase— 

Are invariably stranded 
outside the aeasc. 

It’s hockey they imagine: 
when rrirkoters bowl, 

A wicket falls, and they 
seem to shout ‘goal’ ! 

Th^* English folks are just 
as bad, 

The dreary 'expert drives 
me mad, 

In the absence of eloqu- 
vmce, their statistics they 
show off. 

They can't even distin¬ 
guish mid-wicket from mid- 
off! 

If these blokes find my 
(Titicism odd; 

They have only to bear a 
man called Benaud, 

Richie's his name, world 
wide his fame 
And boundless his know¬ 
ledge of the willow game. 

(About Indians, I’m afraid 
you can't say the same I) 

PRAKASH K. IYER, 
Bombay. 



The Dhyan Chand I knew 


Hockey's wizard died on 
December 3, but the 
legend lives on. Former 
India captain GURBUX 
SINGH reminisces on the 
qualities that made 
Dhyan Chand the grea¬ 
test ever hockey player 

M ajors dhyan chand 

undoubtedly was the best 
hockey player India has ever pro¬ 
duced. I asked many people who 
bad played with him or seen him 
In action diinn»( his prime days 
about the wizardry of the great 
master. In the opinion ol many, 
K. D. Singh (Babu) was belter 
dribbler than Dhyan Chand; or 
Roop Singh and Balbir Singh (Sr.) 
wei’e greater scorers, but in the 
opinion of all, Dhyan Chand was 
the most complete player who 
ever donned Indian colours. 

Dhyan Chand*s distribution 
from the aMitrc forward position 
to his right-wing and th; left-wing 
with overhead and ground passes 
weic: absolutely ’peii'ect. Also, 
even, while receiving the ball, he 
could beat <»ne or two defenders. 
He used to dribble only when it 
was absolutely necessary. Abso his 
goals, scored from long corners 
and penalty corners, were legends. 

Born on August 25, 1905, in a 
Rajput family at Allahabad, 
Dhyan Chand joined the Indian 
Army as a Sepoy at a very early 
age and settled at Jhansi. And in 
fact it w'as in Jhansi that the hoc¬ 
key wizard was in the making 
under the guidance of the Sube- 
dar Major Bale Tiwari. In 1926, 
Dhyan Chand was chosen for the 
India'n Army team’s tour to New 
Zealand — and he immediately hit 
the healincs. 

During his long career as a hoc¬ 
key player he represented India 
In every continent of the world 
and his skill and performance wa.s 
largely respoasible For the repu¬ 
tation India used to enjoy as the 
topmost hockey nation in the 
world. He was a member of the 
gold-medal-wiiiniitg Indian hockc.v 
team at three successive Olympic 
Games (1928, 1932 and 1936). 

Befdre the 1928 final at Amster¬ 
dam, he was lunning high tempa 
rature but gamely took the field 
and dazzled spectators and critics 
alike. A Dutch journalist wrote : 
*This is no longer the jfame of 
hockey, ft is a juggling tour. It is 
splendid/' 


In the 1932 Los Angeles Olym¬ 
pics, Dhyan Chand scored eight 
goals and his brother. Hoop Singh. 
10, in the final against United 
States whom India beat 24-1—still 
a record in international hockey. 
He netted as many as six goals 
out of India's 8-1 victory over 
Germany in the 1936 Berlin Olym¬ 
pic hockey final. Watching Dhyan 
Chand's great performance Hitler 
was so pleased that he went to the 
extent of saying that if he had 
been a German, Hitler would 
have made him a Mf^jor-Ceneral— 
instead of the ordinary sepoy that 
he actually was. 



During India’s 1932 world tour. 
Dhyan (^band .scored 133 goals; 
and then 201 goals from 43 match¬ 
es during tours’ of Australia and 
New Zealand in 1935. 

F my trips to new ZEA 

land, Australia, as well as 
Europe, all the older people I met 
used to narrate the feat of the 
great Dhyan Chand in the late 20s 
and 30s. People would swear some¬ 
times that Dhyan Chand used to 
have the ball glued to his stick. As 
the story goes, during the Berlin 
Olympics, he was stopped once 
during a match and his stick exa¬ 
mined to see whether there was 
glue on it. 

Though I did not have the prl 
vilegc of seeing him m hl$ prime— 
he was already a legend when I 
started playing hockey — but I 
certainly had the scope to watch 
his latter-day glory and was fortu¬ 
nate enough to be his pupil from 
1959 to 1963, when he was the 
chief coach at NIS, Patiala. He 
was a great player, but was not 
a great coach. It w«is indeed very 
difficult for him to explain his 
points to us, but he always demon- 
ctrated prartic'ally what he wanted 
us to do. 


I still remember a few incidents 
during the coaching camp in 1950 
when we had many stalwarts — 
both old and new — like B ilhir 
(Sr,), Babu, Gentle, Udham, Peter, 
Haripal Kaushik and others who 
challenged Dhyan Chand in taking 
bullies. Despite trying several 
times, none of them could snatch 
the ball from him — such was his 
perfection in taking bully-offs and 
that, too, at a time when he was 
pushing 60. 

He also used to take shuts from 
the top of the circle and Laxman, 
Iteshmuthu and others in the goal 
would be beafaen hands down 
every time. Even at that age, he 
had absolute command over halt 
volleycs, which used to hit to Hk? 
far corners of the net. We could 
only imagine what he must have 
been in his heyday. 

As a man, Dhyan Chand was 
simple as a child and he had a 
natural tendency to mix with peo 
pie. He used to shout at some pla,v- 
ers if they made mistakes but he 
was also quick to forgive and for¬ 
get. And also, encourage. 

Dhyan Chand was a true patriot 
and loved hockey more than any¬ 
thing else in the world. During 
our Europe tour in 1963, he would 
really feel agitated when wc drew 
or lost a match and then he would 
start giving examples of what he 
did during his time on the samo 
ground. 

P R THE LAST FEW YEARS 
of his life, he was really de 
lected with the performance of 
the Indian team. He used to go 
to the extent of criticising his own 
sons for not playing up to iho 
mark. I heard him criticising Ash ok 
for his failings many times. Dhyan 
Ghand had a feeling in his later 
days that India was not following 
the traditional style of hockey and 
he sincerely believed that only 
with our dwn style of hockey could 
we beat the Europeans. 

The hockey wizard is no more 
today. It is really a pity that we 
don’t have any movies on Dhyan 
Chand to show the younger gene 
ration what he used to do with 
the hockey stick and the ball. Wv 
had given lot of lip service to 
the legend of Dhyan Chand. Many 
associations had offered him dona¬ 
tions when he was on his death¬ 
bed, but did nothing wb^n he was 
alive. I must say we nevr tried to 
give the great master his due 
honour; the maximum we did wuj- 
to give him a Padma Bhusan 
award. But what did it in'^.an in 
terms of mental or material com 
fort? 
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MANUEL AARON 


r £ YEAR: 1960. IHB EVEltT: 

Tbe Qkm OljnupiAd teip- 
sip. I wM playing nw Ant intet* 
national matdh woaa. Tbe Inta 
had heeit dranvn and 1 waa to 
meat the lomm ararid dMnmbm, 
Pr Max Emm. M the find nnmd. 

I can't exnetljr tecafi my 
befoK the atait of me matdh tmt 
I waa tittite nervona. Ymi can 
well imagfms how I fait when I 
beat Euwe. It waa one of tibe Wg 
sansationa in the them ^iverld. 1 
waa being talked as the second 
Sultan Khmi from India. • 

In fact, Botonlk was ecstatic 
about my game against Euwe. I 
remember he told Prasamen that 
"this diap called Manuel Aaron 
from India had invented a new 
opening variaaon'^ AdUaUrt what 
had happened was that aimr ttw 
first couple of moves I lost a pawn 
»o Euwe but in the bargain 1 femid 
myself in a good attacking posf- 
lion and went on to beat ran. 

After the game. Dr Enwe sat 
down with me and anabmed the 
game. It was one of my happtest t 
moments. He emtabuy a' 

f entlemtm loser. And even though 
had just beaten him, be began 
to take a special Itting far me 
and even to this day, t^never 1 
am in Europe or smno other inttf' 
natiraal meat and he can make it, 
he makes it a point to come and 
see mo and talk about that victory 
of mine 

Mv meeting and getting to know 
Dr Euwe is one of my most 
memorable relattottsldiis* Owing 
his eiidit yean as president <a 
FlDA, ^ did a lot to meead tile 
game tbronifiioat the wotifi^ 
Though my match against hhn » 
easily one of my aaost cherUhed 
ones, it must bn said that than 
he was in tine tnra^ of hu chess 

n diyw. % wns Se years 
1 vras mny 2S. 

prom the historical point of 
view, my vdns over Siwen Mom 
(9-1) and Cecfi Bitrdy fM} in 19«1. 
are tnaniffiratila, for Ilia AnpM t«t> 
ason that I was awarded ne Im 
ternational M^ar title bMthm 
the iattar, ^ Mumbfian MMmk 
and 1 battiadlor the tra poiMns^ 
fai Zone 9 (now apUt nil mro twta). 
My victory ovor Mopio anm>^ 0^ 
to meet Burdy whom I hath m 
ftratgltt g8ine8.^at was a hasw 
fonr-gaatos affair.) Both tim 
maiy^ tiere filayid m Msdrsh. 


Bemg named Intenutional 
Master, the first Indian to get the 
distinction, tyas mamoraMe hut 
when I look back, there were far 
more roetnorabie moments tbongb 
not directly CMtnecied with chess. 

*? hnow pwle 
like Or Urn Kchc Ann and (Mm* 
pomanes. Or lim is a leading bacte. 


^ 


itologist from fitagi^rorh ndw^did 
u lot td iMOd tiMl MiM df 
hi AMa. wa8swimM%i^ 1dm 
has bean very mmnoraMe, fTOftlnl 
wA oducatlve. Uko GoniuttcnlifliM 

Ih^pta^ 

one of the votaries «f Asian soli' 
dacity* thay^ahirgya spbks fw ^ 
Asians. Or. 14m cnrtiupsed |ha 
Asian Mnst^ Ibucnameiit in 9tof 
gapon in 197& and whaaavar ha 
gM an oraortpni|y, ha tidd us how 
essential it was ror ul to ra back 
to oitr raspactiitt, jcoantioM and 
nwebd the ipisfigi eg 4iem« 


it was 
tottrdMM 




same hotel and one morning 
Eobasdi. the Austiian, and I went 
down to a testaurani for break¬ 
fast. It was almost completely 
empty and we Chose a table aear 
Uie window whkh offered an ax- 
cetlent vie# of tits Dover Straits. 
Despite our repeated efforts to 
draw the attend of the wakars, 
we did not succeed in doing so. 
After some time we were asked to 
vacate and aasigned a toUe in 
anotltor corner t>f the hall. 

British players are more often 
man not snmMtii towards us. 
One htmntiliim excei^on was 
Leoi^ Barobo. He is one of the 
few Enidkihmsii I like. 

M y LowB$r moment in the 

game was probably, and 
narnqexicaliy, during the 191^ 
Asian Tournament, organised by 
Or. Lim. i was leading the table 
right throu^ and was playhig tiw 
last round, international M^ar 
Ardianshah of Indonesia was my 
^wonent and at the time M ad* 
{ourmnent, 1 had a rook (end a 
few pawns) agmnst his rook and 
Msbim. 1 was (Marly in a losing 
positiott. N 1 lost the matm, the 
title would never be mine. 1 didn't 
sleep the whole of that idght. 1 
was fighting a losing battle, 1 
cried, Itiarotly cried. I went 
down on my knees and prayed to 
Ood. Only he could save me 
Save be did, the next day when 
Aidianshah turned up all over¬ 
confident and made >illy mistakes 
to need to settle tor a draw from 
uhat locked an unassailable post 
Cion, The draw helped me ahars 
the top i^t witb terry Shaw 
(Australia), (tiam Omo Kwee 
(Sidgapora) and Herman Surati 
Radja (mdof^a) I will nevm 
forgot dm nhlht. 

And in tl|ijh trip down memory 
lane, 1 ifiasi raaembar the help 
1 PaceiuMt trotn many people. 
One impMtant name is tisat of Mr 
it, Nstratimiuin of the then 
Madras State Chess Amodation 
who was nlsa tbe secretary of tbc 
; Atilfidta Chess roderation- l 
Sltcu EkM Mr, Nardsimhan to Di. 

fh^jb acKlW oroanisers 
mM thmongihr dedicated to the 
’fifima of stiBws. Mr. NatMlm^n 
iirar enpa a vice-president of fida 
aoaia^hig which not many proplc 
are aware pf 

/ Aa told to ASMOK KAMATH 






utility to the team is also increased 
by his ability to bowl medium pace 
and bis brilliant fielding 
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TALKS TO SPORTSWORLD 


1st day 



the team on 


Wfc COT 10 
WV Bangalore oui 
first concern was to 
pick our team Be 
cause of ram in Baro- 
da we hadn't had 
enough match practice 
80 we had to choose 
the basis of current 


form. Mudassar was chosen in plact 
of Sadiq Mohammed to open the 
inmogs because ot his good knodc in 
the Baroda match Besides, Sadiq 
had played three innings in India and 
unfortunately could not get going 
Mudassar was the man in form and 
that was enough reason for him to 
pip Sadiq to the post MudassarN 


The other Surprise* in the team 
was Ehteshamuddin over Sikander 
Bakht Ehteshamuddin is a stodty, 
medium-pace bowler of Bakht’s pace, 
has the ability to move the ball both 
wavs and has played first class cri 
rket in Pakistan for several years 
He IS ?9 By the time this comes out in 
print, this will be known to every body 
bat when I deaded to play him in 
Bangalore Ehlcsham was very much 
the unknown element He was chosen 
to play as neither the Indian players 
nor the Press had any idea of what 
kind of a bowler he was — just as 
we had no idea about Yadav Like 
we were asking 'What kind of off 
spin does Yadav bowl"^’, India, I 
knew would be wondering about 
him Besides he had bowled well m the 
BCCP tournament in Lahore m condi 
tions similar to those that prevailed 
in Bangalore — cloudy and heavy 
We rate him as a better exponent of 
the wicket given helpful condition^ 
than Sikander Bakht 

The rest of the team picked itself 
With the two spinners Iqbal Qasim 
and Abdul Qadir to be assisted b> 
Maiid, Miandad and Raja - all use 
ful spinners — I thought we had 
sufficient variety in the attack 


tHE START Of A NEW SERIES — Indian skipper Suml Gafa^rkar end Pakistam skipper Astf Iqbal eagerly 
watch who gets the favour of the toss, and (left) two fapicuns huqqtng ea<h other 









Ktrmani jumps in joy after sshimptng "danger man* /.ahein' Ahho's off Dosthi 


The Indian team contained no overs and then roll oiU into a good rhythm, though Yadav is definitely a 
surprises for me when Sunil banded batting strip — would prove correct, promising bowler. Miandad went on 

over the team before we went out Besides, I thought the wicket would to play a brilliant innings and was 

to loss. Roger Binny, I knew, turn in time, but slowly. set for a big score when he was 

would be played on his home ground. .... trapped Ibw by Doshi. 

Karsan got Majid with a ball that 

1 was quite tense and excited as left him late and forced him to play Next to go in was Wasiin Kaja. 

we went out to toss — I have never and snick. Zahecr had some anxious Raja is a beautiful timer of the ball 

experienced tossing in a Test match moments in the beginning but then and by sending him at No 5 and giV' 
because I have never captained Pa- settled down to play a typical Zaheei ing him more responsibility, l 
kistagi — and when Sunil flipped the innings before he was brilliantly thought the team would be able to 

coin. But I was greatly relieved stumped by Kirinam. The Indian get a responsible innings from him as 

when it turned out that my call of bowders attacked him on the leg and he is one of the most talented bats 

'heads’ was correct. I thought I had he brilliantly flicked fouis off Karsan. ja the team. My reasoning turned 

won the first round and, very pleased When Doshi was introduced, hr out to be correct. Raja restrained 

with myself, I told Sunil without swept him and then played the most himself from playing the cavalier 

hesitation that we would bat. Actual majestic of drives that he is known role that he is well Known tor and 
LVt Majid and I had had a good look for. played a useful knock. At the end 

at the wicket earlier. It showed a ...... ^ 

thin line of dampness but, in spite of After being dropped early m the wicket too many but we had had a 

that, we felt it would be a goc^ toss innings, Mudassar settled down to good day's cricket with both runs 

to win and bat. play the role of the sheet anchor and gpd wickets for the spectators. 

Indian cricket lovers xnust have been 

With a capacity crowd of 50,000 reminded of the innings that his What I couldn't understand was 

excited fans, it was a wonderful father. Mohammed Nazar, played in wby^fter every ball. Dilip Doshi 

start for the Test series. When his very first Test in India at Luck was spending long moments 
Majid and Mudassar opened the in now. lost in thought — may be that 

nings, Kapil managed^to extract good . is Ms style of concentrating, 

movement off the wicket, making MIANDAD WENT IN, Besides, every time a ball of bis 

Majid play gad miss, and^ a flidcer ¥¥ Yadav was bowling and it was would hit the pad or go up in th 

of doubt crossed my mind whether interesting to see how Miandad hHf, pjflp gave the impression that it 

the decision to bat first was correct tackled him. I had not instructed would have been a wicket for him 
or not ^ but only a flicker. The next him to attack Yadav but Miandad is for ill-luck. I think il is an im- 

minute, I was sure that what I had a naturally attacking player against pressive style of aggression from .i 

told the boys in the dressing room spin and he immediately got aftei bowler especially a spin bowler. 

—■ that the wicket would give assis- Yadav. I thought his early assault 

tance to the bowlers in the first few on Yadav unsettled th^ howler’s It was also interesting to see Sunil 
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use Karsan as a spinner. This was 
the first lirae 1 was seeing him as 
cplnner and it left me wondering 
whether the Euglishmen were right 
in their opinion about his spinning 
activities^ 

I also thought that Kapil looked u 
tired man on the field. But he is fit 
and young and in spile of playiir 
so much Test trirket, we are .sum 
that he will be India’s in.dn source 
of attack, 1 have great respect for 
aim as an all-round cricketer. Debu¬ 
tant Roger Binny got a wicket whicii 
di^’t idve him much aid and though, 
he didn’t look particularly hostile, 
given helpful conditions he showed 
the promise to give Kapil and Karsan 
good support. 

Overall, the Indian bowlers kept a 
very tight line but what was surpris¬ 
ing was that throughout the day they 
were attacking the leg stump while 
the field was on the off side. If you 
are bowling on the legs, you are not 
trying to get the batsmen out, only 
to contain them. This being the first 
dav.i I wondered what Sunil had up 
his sleeves. However, on a wicket 
where the bowlers weren’t getting 
any response, probably any captain 
would have done the same. 

One of the highliglfts of the day I 
thought was Kirmani’s wicket-keep 
lag. His stumping of Zaheer was in 
the highest class. Another noticeable 
thing was the new, professional ap 
preach of the Indian fielders. They 
were appealing for almost everything, 
which I think is a sign of playing the 
game at a very professional level — 
something 1 thought was lacking in 
the Indian team when I saw them on 
their last tours to Australia and Eng¬ 
land. Cricket, I believe, is no longer 
a sport but a commercial industry, r 
manifestation of professionalism at 
its best. I auifess. however,that 1 
feel this is alright only as long a'=: 
they don’t overdo it. or unnecessarily 
make gestures other than appealing 
I believe that umpires, being human 
beings, have a tough job and on the 
evidence of today’s cricket I was 
quite satisfied by the way they con 
trolled the game. 

A word about the crowd. It was 
fantastic playing in front of a full 
house and reminded me of WSC 
night cricket in Australia. A capa 
atv crowd is what a player needs to 
provide the boost needed to perform 
and entertain. And the crowd was 
quite sporting, too. At time.s they 
showed displeasure and indicated 
they wanted more action but I felt 
we had done well enough to score 
256 runs on a slow wicket against 
very tight bowling. I wondered how 
many runs were scored in a day in 
the last series India played against 
Australia. Somehow. 1 have a feel¬ 
ing too much is expected from us 
It’s flattering — but demanding. 



I THINK THE ROLL 
er plays an impor 
tant part forming the 
pattern of an innings. 
On the first day. I took 
a light roller because 
there was some damp 
new under the pitch 
and I didn’t want that to come out. 
Today, I chose the heavy roller, 
after getting the wicket cleaned, be 
cause there was no dew and the 
wicket was pretty dry. Although, 
unfortunately, the roller we had here 
was nut heavy enough, it did slow 
down the wicket and ensured that 
the ball didn’t deviate as much as it 
did the dav before. 

The first shock t got on reaching 
the wicket was a nasty bruise on the 
elbow from a full toss which, I am 
sure, acddentally slipped from Ka¬ 
pil’s hands. Both Sunil and Kapil 
were apologetic but I think It is 
dangerous and unreasonable to play 
a Test match with a sightscreen not 
high enough where, if the ball is 
tossed higher, you lose sight of ii 
completely. This also happened on 
the first day to Mudassar. That ball 
could have hit me anywhere, it coulrl 
have knocked all my three stumps, il 
could have knocked me unconsciou' 
bv hitting me on the head, it could 
have done anything. 

It would be very unfair if a bats 
nmu came up against a real fast 
bowler, like Imran, and because of the 
sightscreen, lost sight of the ball and 
was knocked down. I mentioned 
this to tiie umpires and they told me 
they did have higher sightscreens but 
the crowd behind it knocked it down 
because they could not sight the ball. 
Then I asked him whether lh«‘ 
Indians, too, v\ould play with th*^ 
same sightscreen and I was assured 
that w'ould be so. 


After that nasty knock, I got a 
friendly half-volley and I gratefully 
accepted that and got ofl the mark. 
But what gave real pleasure -- made 
me very happy — was to .see Mudas 
ear get his hundred, emulating his 
father who also got a r!entury in his 
first Test against India. Mudassar 
deserved il Not only had he fought 
his way into the team, but also 
through the innings. 

I was sighting the ball very well and 
we had a good partnership till the 
spinners came along. I did think Sunil 
delayed in bringing along the spin¬ 
ners. If I were him. T would hav^' 
had spin from one end, I also fell 
sorry for Roger Binny, because he 
came on to bowl when the ball was 
slightly softer and there wa.sn’t any 
movement. T managed to pick a fev 
quick runs off him and, in the first 
hour, we got over 60 runs — good 
«ioing. 

A word about my stance. Normally, 
I stand very square, two-eyed This 
started in 1976 when I went to Aua 
tralia and their fast bowlers were 
attacking on the off side. With my 
stance, I found it easier to play the 


square drive. Today, 1 was standing 
slightly down the wideet because the 
Indians were attacking on the leg 
with more fielders on that side than 
yesterday and I thought 1 would give 
myself more room to play on the 
off-side. 1 am quite happy with mv 
stance aHhough 1 wouldn’t advocate 
that vomigsters should follow me be 
cause there are more correct stances 
and tl^re arc better players whom 
they qan follow. 

I was quite happy with my innings. 
That initial knock made me more 
confident, more determined and 1 
told myself *Look, you’ve got to do 
something’. I was quite pleased with 
the Shots I played. The quick run¬ 
ning that I and Mudassar did also 
helped a lot. I think that partner¬ 
ship helped in setting the tempo of 
the Innings, 

Doshi almost got me out after I 
had reached mv 50 when I rushed 
out and had a wild swing because 1 
wanted to step up the scoring rati- 
whic^ the spinners had ch<^cked. It 
was unfortunale|, for the Indians not 
for me, that Kirniani could not gathei 
the bail, but I couldn’t capitalise o’l 
it and got out to a ball wdiich drop 
ped slightly and turned. 

Wt: then lost Irnraii and Mudassar 
before the lunch break. Imran was 
very cross with himself for the way 
he got out because be thought lic 
was sighting the ball very well and 
he hit a magnificx^nt six ott Dilip as 
his opening .stroke. Mudassar gr>t 
out trying to forc'c the pace. 1 thought 
he chose the wrong time to do so. Jt 
was only five minute.s before lunch 
when he skied the ball, but after all 
that he did for us, I think it would be 
bettei to thank him rather ^an cri 
ticise him. 

EN BARI WAS ASSOCIATED 
in two useful partnerships with 
Oadir and Qasim. Bari is an excep¬ 
tionally good player of spin and he 
proved it again. His innings was 
specially important because it has 
been my experience that runs scored 
towards the end of the innings al¬ 
ways go in favour of the team batting 
first. I remember in this year’s Pru¬ 
dential World Cup when England re¬ 
covered from something like 110 for 8 
to readi close to 160, the first thing T 
said when we entered the dressing 
room was that we had given away 
30 runs too many to tlv? last two 
partnerships. As it turned out. %ve 
lost bv ju^t 10 runs. Unfortunately 
Bari couldn’t get his fifty but at that 
stage I thought the declaration was 
more Important than an individuars 
fifty. 1 did feel sorry for Bari and 1 
apologised to ^ him. He was quite 
understanding. 

f am sure that the general public 
also enjoyed the Bari-Oasim partner 
ship even though the scoring rate^ 
was slow. It is always a fascinating 
duel when the spinners are bowling^ 
and the batsmen arc groping or~ 
playing the turning hall well. In 
spite of us being criticised for slow 
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scoring. I still maintain we did a 
reasonably Rood job. What you bavi* 
also Rot to consider is that the over 
rate was pretty slow and the Indians 
moved rather slowly from one posi 
tion to another. Ar one stage. Che 
tan Chauhan was fielding at fine-leg 
to Yadav and in the covers to the other 
howler. That m^ant he was virtually 
going across the field after everv 
over, obviously slowing dfown the 
cricket. 

Another thing that did this was the 
cricket ball itselt. It went out of 
shape twice when we balled. Chang 
ing the ball not only takes time—onc<? 
it took 1] minutes when Bar! aud 
Qasim were batting—sines the chang¬ 
ed ball only has its shine rubbed oh 
but retains its hardness, it virtually 
means taking a new ball. It is not 
just bad for the paying public, it i" 
bad for cricket. This problem does | 
take place in England and Pakistan, | 
but not as fr?quently. Why, at Iho j 
end of the day even though the | 
Indian innings was only 15-odd over'' | 
old 1 fell the ball was ready to 
changed. We have reporled the ’ 
matter to the Indian Board and w'* ; 
have been given definite assurances 
that it won’t happen again. T hope .so j 

The Indian bowling today was verv I 
tidy. Kapil bowled much better 
than yesterday but he still gave the ' 
feeling he had too much of cr ck^^t | 
Bui I may be mistaken, this may be | 
his style. Yad iv was ira*'h mor<- i 
impressive than yesterday. He found ; 
his rhvthnn, bowled '.lower and main j 
tained a good line. On a real turn ' 
ing track, I would expect him to turn j 
the ball a lot mon', I am npt so sun 
about Dilip. He. too. bowled a verv i 
good line but again on the log side, j 

In fact, throughout our innings I | 
noticec? that the Indian/ main ann 
was to contain us. They bowh’d 
the legs yet they didn’t have the field 
to get us out. They were quite happy 
to let the. batsman make iK« ini.stak? 
rather than attack h'm Mv thinking 
on this is slightly different. T like to 
play attacking cricket, in bowling, jn 
field placing, in captaincy — and spe- 
dally in the first innings of a Test. 

When our turn cam^ to field. T had 
in mind that, hopefully, we would 
have a couple of wickets, even 
though the wicket wasn’t doing too 
much for the fa.st bowl'^r'^. But then 
having a b(»wl*'r of Imran’s class 
helps in putting pressure on the bats 
men. 

Chetan played two very good ahoU 
when he got a very good ball from 
Imran and his snick went low to tho 
left of Majid, who did exceptionally 
well to hang on to it with one hand 
Magnificent catch. 

Ehtesham was definitely nervou. 
when he was given the ball but then 
he bowled a good line. It was notice¬ 
able that though our f.JSt bowlers 
took a longer run-up and a longer 
time to bowl their overs, we managed 
to bowl ou^ overs reasonably quickly 


Did I miss Snrfra/? No, not yet 
anyway. This is on*i question that 
everybody has been asking me. We 
have brought a team selected on tfie 
basis of pcrforinanoi, utility, talent 
and future pro.spects. and a fulfil¬ 
ment of certain commitments a.skod 
by the Board- 11 you don’t bring 

somebody you don’t miss him becausi* 
he is not then?. What is I he point of 
missing him? 

After Chelan’s dismis.sal, Sunil ^ 
Dilip played out the last few minutes 
and once again Sunil showed his 
competence by playing some vei^ 
good strokes and having a very good 
defence. At the end of the day. i 
was- sure we were in for a long da> 
on the third morning. 

I T WAS TN'rEUESi 
ing to sec Suni 
taking the heavy roll 
er. But then the 
roller here isn’t 
heavy enough to mak '- 
an impact. Otherwise 
it could have broken 
up the wicket. He probably look the 
heavy roller because he wanted to 
slow down the wicket, and he sue 
ceeded. As it is, it was slow from 
the start 

I had earlier lhough! of .starting 
with Qasim and Imran but there 


were some clouds and the atmo.s 
ohere w^as heavy so both the seamer' 
were put on. Ehtesham bowled a 
good line and even got the odd bal* 
to move off the seam — quite an 
achievement on this wicket, I took 
off Imran after only four overs be 
cause Imran is not a stock bowler 
he is a shock bowler and I don’t want 
to reduce him to a slock bowler, just 
because he is our l>est bowler. It u 
important lo mir.se a bowler of hi: 
calibre, speed and .stvde and this >s 
the wav I intend using him through¬ 
out the series. 

Iqbal Oasim — who bowled wcT 
throughout the day—was unlucky ear 
Iv fn the day when Sunil played one 
which rocketed off his hat and pad 
to Javed fielding at silly point bus 
then fell oul. I think it is somethin 
to do with the pads he is u-ing 'Hiev 
aic ot some special maUrial and the 
ball really rebounds so tasi and so 
hard that it is almost as if it wa^ 
coming from the centre of the bladf 
Some players in England also use 
these pads - - which are perfectK 
within the laws oi the game - - an i 
the ball rebounds and almost goc 
off to the mid-off boundary. 

Had that catch stuck, things would 
have boen slightly different. Bui 
then it isn’t expected that all catches 
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at the position will be taken where 
Javed was fielding l because it is a 
sheer quick. reflcTC position. Miandad 
is one cricketer in our team who can 
specialise in any position and even' 
tually when he did catch Sunil at tln^ 
position even Sunil stared in disbelief 
because it was such a rnagnificcni 
catch. It might have looked bimph* 
to the spectators because he made ii 
look like a dolly catch, but then 
that’s Miandad's genius in whatever 
he does — tielding, batting or bowl¬ 
ing. 


In the morning, Sunil and Dilip 
Vengsarkar batted very competently 
It seemed they were bent upon tiring 
our bowlers because even though 
they were middling the ball, not 
many shots were played. We dead 
cd that if they were going to play 
straight and only attack the loose 
ball, then we would set a very attack 
lag field. And even though we got in 
some 36 overs m the first session, 
India didn’t score too many runs, les<^ 
than two runs an over. 

Though Sunil has a bigger naivn^ 
than Dilip, it wasn’t as if we wcr<‘ 
concentrating only on getting him 
out. Dilip is a magiiificent player, 
who is improving every day. I have 
rated him very high ever since I first 
saw him in Australia. He immediate 
ly impressed me because of hi ' 
stance and the way in which he play 
ed Jeff Thomson and other quickies. 
He was very consistent and a very 
clean hitter of the ball. Yet he kept 
getting out after he got to the 60 
and 70s. I was sure he would learn 
and he has, 1 know there has been 
some comment here about his gnp 
but 1 think it is wrong to comment 
on iiomebody*5 grip or stance; — sp» 
cially considering my own -- becausi* 
such things arc very personal and i* 
the batsman is comfortable and can 
play all the shots, ho should adopt 
that. Why, when people saw Eddie 
Barlow’s stance they said there was 
no way he could get any runs^yet ho 
was one of the best bat.sman South 
Africa has had. I don't think there is 
anything wrong with Dilip’s grip. 

H e played WELf. TODAY, IN 
‘'pite of being slow, and after 
lunch played some glorious shots off 
his to?s. Suddenly, the tempo of the 
game picked up but what also helped 
Sunil and Dilip was the attacking 
field we had. Besides, our bowlers 
bowled more loose balls in the first 
hour after lunch than they did in the 
whole day. 
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And when it looked as if they wem; 
set for a big score, Imran produced a 
very good ball, especially on this wic 
ket, to bowl out Dilip. The sight of 
Vishy coming in to join Sunil wasn’t 
really comforting. Imran got Dilip's 
wicket in the fourth over.of his spell 
and immediately after that 1 took 
him off because, one, he is a shock 
bowler and, two, because Vishy is 
such a magnificent player of quick * 
ies we thought we will see if our 
spir/rtcrs could tease him into mak- 
in*, a false stroke. We were very un~ 


lucky early in his innings when Bari 
couldn’t colled the ball to stump 
him out, which just missed the leg 
stump — A verv difficult chance. 

Then Vishy settled down to play 
sonic lovely stroktis. xMaybe he wasn’t 
correct in going on I he back foot to 
play Majid's oft-spiii because triis 
wicket was not meant for his favour¬ 
ite shot — the square drive — unle>s.s 
the ball was pitched right up or very 
vhort. The bounce was uneven and 
the ball was coming rather slow. In 
spite of that, Vishy did remarkably 
well to play the .stroke he lovc.s. It 
might be a risky way to play but his 
scores and consistency shows that he 
has mastered it. In fact, 1 was talk¬ 
ing to Andy Boberts in England this 
year and he maintains that Vishy 
definitely the best Indian batsman 
that he has He thinks he is a 

master player of fast bowling and he 
Is so gutsy that in spite of his little 
stature, he manages to play all th * 
shots no matter who is th.? bowler. He 
has proved it so many times that 
there is no way anyone can prove he 
plays that .shot in a false fashion. 

Siiiiil ui the ineanwhik' was cruis¬ 
ing towards his 23rd century. He was 
twir.L* lucky, however. Ban missed an 
inside edge which kept very low 
from him and then I missced running 
him out. Dilip drove the ball towards 
me at mid-off and Sunil was strand¬ 
ed half way, but 1 misjudged the 
position of the* stomps because I saw 
two or three figure.s just lyrhlnd them 
and I didn’t know which wms Sunil 
and had a wild .shy at the stump 
Had 1 seen which was Sunil, 1 would 
probably luive walked to the stump-, 
because Sunil had given up. Zaheer 
says that besides being a brilliant 
playei, Sunil is the luckiest batsman 
he has even st;*en 

The ball that eventually got Siiui' 
did everything just right — it turned 
just enough and bounced straight in 
to Javed’s hands. Then we saw Yash- 
pal coming in after spcudujg alined 
the entire duration of our innings, 
except the first two hours on the 
first day m the pavilion. The way he 
baited his back must have improved 
tremendously. 

Both Yashpal and Vishy had a 
ready answer for all that our spiai]> 
ers could throw at them — over the 
wicket and around the wicket The 
new ball was due but 1 didn’t take H 
because 1 thought the umpires wouU 
then uphold the appeal against the 
light. Also, Imran wa.s quite happy 
to bowl with the old ball we had just 
changed, as it was almost new with 
only the glaze taken off. 

We hadn’t given up hopes and 
were certainly not playing for t 
draw. The way wc attacked and the 
way we bowled our overs quickly, 
we certainly weren't playing any¬ 
thing but positive cricket. In fact, if 
YOU compared our over rate and the 
run rate, with their over rate and 
our run rate, you will see 
we were better in both. But the wic¬ 


ket was turning too slowly and you 
needed lucky breaks to get wickets. 
The day belonged to Sunil and Visliy 
and it would be nice to get rid of 
Vishy as early as possible the next 
morning as he is capable of playin^ 
a long innings. 

4th day outfield 

* had been made a 
little soggy with over¬ 
night rain and the wic¬ 
ket too had a few spots 
of dampness — which . 
was told happened 
when the covers were 
being lifted — but it wasn’t enough 
to worry either batsman. 

Sunil again took the heavy roller 
and play started after some delay. It 
was pretty dark and I was really 
surprised when the umpires did start 
the play but I thought they did so 
mainly because there was a full 
house. Certainly, I would have ap¬ 
pealed against the light straightaway 
if I was batting. Specially, if you 
were playing again,st the quickie.s. 
The background and the sightscreen 
here also weren’t helpful. 

Iqbal had five balls to go in his 
over and he completed that with 
Yashpal hitting one very good four 
through the covers. Then, Ehteshazn, 
bowling with the old ball, got one to 
lift higher and move off the wicket 
which, on this wicket, was quite sur¬ 
prising to us, to Vishy. And Vishy^ 
as on many occa.sioiis earlier in the 
innings, was flashing outside the off 
stump and gave a nick to Bari who 
took a brilliant catch, holding on to 
it even though it was falling slightly 
short of him. It was a good ball and 
Vishy just had to play it. Earlier, 
even the fir.st ball of that over which 
Vishy glanced, the ball fell^ well 
short of Bari on the leg side and he 
did well to stop it. 

After Vishy’s departure — which 
was a good sight for us — the new 
boy Roger Binny came in to the great 
applause of his home crowd. He 
showed quiet determination and fac¬ 
ed Imran quite well. But then T think 
he is an opening batsman and it was 
lucky for him that the quickies were 
bowling and the new ball was Just 
taken then. Watching his stance, it 
seemed to me be is a predominantly 
off-side player and this irai^ression 
was confirmed when he played a 
cover drive off Ehtesham — a good 
shot. But we will have to wait and 
see how he plays in different condi¬ 
tions. Initially, he seemed nervous 
and when he got off the mark he 
looked quite relieved. 

With the clouds hovering around 
and so much gloom overhead* Yash¬ 
pal got to his 50 with a very good 
shot to the on, off Ehtesham, and 
that was virtually the last scoring 
shot of the day. I thought the light 
was very poor throughout the 43 
minutes there was play and when the 
players came off, the light really 
seemed no worse than in the begin¬ 
ning of the day. The poor light and 
occasional rain continued but the 
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umpires didn^t call off play for the 
day til) 5 p«iii. in the hope that the 
thousands who had come to the 
around could see some cricket. 

The weather won the day and we 
lost a lot of time. At the end of the 
day, we hadn't yet given up hope of 
a result in the match but we felt it 
would be very, very difficult to do 
so. considering that even the firs! 
innings’ were not completed. 

A fter the game 

was called off yes- 
j0^ 1 terday lots of people 

A ^ I came up to me and ask- 
I 9 I ed me what I thought 
■ M I would happen today 

■ 1 I J and what my slrategv 

was going . 

There were others who said they 
doubted if there would be 

play at all because there 
was a depression in 

All this was m my mind when i 
reached the ground and I was ^ite 
surprised to see the ground m ataasl 
perfect condition for play to start on 
time. The wicket too was tmaffe^d 
but what really pleased Us was that 
not only were the stands half full 
but lots of people were st'h raming 
in. But 1 wasn’t really surpnsed be^ 
cause Tonv Oreig had told us of the 
time in Calcutta when India was on 
the point of losing a Test at the ^ 
of the fourth dav and vet 
people turned un the next mormnt 
It just shows how keen the Indian 
fan.s are about their end et 

I had thought thC; night before that 
if we could get a quick break¬ 
through wc might make a match ot 
it but after I had a look at_ the wic¬ 
ket I realised it wasn’t going to no 
much for our bowlers. Wc then dee¬ 
ded we will try and contain the 
Indian batsmen and also Hive our 
bowlers the chance to get their 
rhvihm and a line so it could be use 
ful match practice for them. 

With this in mind 1 introduad 
Imran and Ehtesham. The ease wth 
which Roger played them suggested 
that he could be a good Tpt pros¬ 
pect for the future. YashpaUin the 
meanwhile, in his own peailiar wav 
was moving out to Imran and yet 
coming in the line 
shows how slow the wickct has been. 
He played some glorious shots. 

With both Roger and Yashpal play¬ 
ing well I had to do some thinking. 
For us it was important not only to 
contain the Indians but to deny them 

the psychological advantage ot gam¬ 
ing a first innings lead. Besiks 1 was 
also very keen that no Indian bats¬ 
man should get a hundred as I think 
that's another advantage that goes 
to the home side So I brought m 
Maiid and in his very first over he 
managed to entice Yaslypal into 
ing a false stroke to Miandad. Iqpal 
Qasim — who bowled very well but 
was desperately unlucky not to get 
aav wicket — went uo to Maud and 
suggested thev should rub shoulders 
so some of Majid’s luck would nib 
onto him. 


Then Kiri joined Binny and it 
was quite interesting to see Kiri bat 
confidently from the word go. When 
Kiri came to Pakistan last year he 
was not really in great form but He 
always threatened to hang around. 
But the Kiri of today was totally diff¬ 
erent and played some beautifully 
timed shots. T don't understand how 
Kiri managed to miss the tour to 
England, specially because for one- 
day cricket he would have been an 
asset to the Indian team. 

Kiri and Roger were doing well 
when we again changed the ball. This 
took quite some time and I hate to 
raise this point again but the Indian 
Board must really do something about 
this. Apart from robbing the specta¬ 
tors of valuable cricket time it also 
breaks the tempo for the bowlers. 
Finding the new ball harder 1 immt 
diately introduced Imran. He bowled 
a good four-over spell and after 
Binny hooked him once we managed 



Afkmdad (standing) and Zaheer 
during the water-break 


to psyche him tho next ball. Wc 
brought in two fielders close-in^one 
bat-pad and one at silly point, and 
placed one in the deep and 1 honestly 
thought Imran was going to try and 
vork Binny but Imran bowled a boun¬ 
cer which was slightly quicker and 
Binny hooked without getting into 
position. Ehtesham judged the ball 
well and took a good maiden catch in 
Test cricket, maldng it look easy. 

Kapil straightaway looked in form 
and the way he left a couple of balls 
from Imran it seemed he was sighting 
the ball very well. I had read in 
Sunil’s article in a previous Sports- 
world that Kapil wa.s struggling to 
get runs not bei:ause of lack of talent 
but, maybe, because of lack of con- 
ngntration. I was thinking that Sunil 
must be a haPPy man seeing his no. 
7 and no, 8 getting valuable runs. 
Kapil played one lofted short for a 
fix off Oadir but I thought that if a 
quicker fielder had been there he 
could have made a catch of it But 


Ehtesham also lost sight of the ball 
because he was running in the wrong 
direction and with the crowd in the 
background it was difficult to pick up 
the line of the ball. 

Kapil and Kiri were playing their 
shots so well that I felt the game was 
slipping out of our hands and made 
some quick changes. 1 tried Wasim 
for one over but he bowled untidily, 
then tried Qadir but eventuallv 
brought in Majid again. 1 went over 
to him and told him to try and bowl 
slower to give more time to the h#i)l 
to turn. T^en, these batsmen were 
playing shots and this wicket was not 
made for playing shots. As it happen¬ 
ed he did bpwl slower and the ball 
turned and the batsmen continued to 
play their shots giving Majid three 
well-deserved wickets 

V/hen India were seven down Imran 
started saying T better loosen up', 
keen as he was to try and get his 100 
Test wicketsf. But while he was say¬ 
ing that Majid was taking all the wic¬ 
kets ! In the end I did give Imran 
one over when only l)oshi was left 
and I could sec his eyes almost popp¬ 
ing out as he came to bowl. He had 
only to pitch the ball straight to get 
Doshi out and he did. He was still 
two short of his 100 wickets and, In 
shallah, he will get it in the next Test, 
thus becoming the fastest Pakistani 
to do so in only his 24th Test. 

The Indian batting pcrformani*- 
was quite consistent because they all 
got in and bad a good look at oui 
howling. Outstanding, of course, were 
Sunil and Vishy. 

Out bowlers did get good practice 
but I would like to see wickets that 
are more helpful specially on the 
fourth and fifth days .so that the ball 
bounce.s and spins. The funny thing 
about this wicket was that at times 
the ball turned square and Jumped, 
beating everybody and at times the 
wicket would do nothing. But If we 
are going to get wickets like this both 
sides might have to work very, very 
hard to get the other side out twice. 

This was a bitsman’s match and 
the spectators must have been quite 
happy to see both the teams bat and 
bowl at great length, although they 
didn’t get to see the best of Majid. 
He was a bit disappointed today bo 
cause he wanted to get some match 
practice but Majid filled in very well 
in the role of the off-spinner and if 
we have to we will use him as our 
main off-spinner. 

After an unusually aggressive mu 
Ings, Mudassar got out. Zabeer and 
Miandad then just played out time, 
I strongly feel that if there is no 
chance of a result it is a waste of 
time to play out the 20 mandatory 
overs and the umpires should have 
the powers to call the day off. 

The first Test in the aeries is always 
a tense one but as it happened both 
the team.s got a good look at the nw 
players and I was quite satisfied with 
our performanop - 




Sunil Gavaskar 


PIX NIKHIL RHATTACHARYA 


LANDED IN BANGALOM: 
three days bet ore the Test in 
pouring rain and that prevented us 
from having a net before the Test. 
Fielding is going to be a crucial fac* 
tor in this senes because the bowlers 
of both the sides will'"need all the 
support they can So fielding practice 
it was tor both the teams. And that 
wasn't exactly helpful to the outfield 
which was soggy even on the first 
morning 


The wicket wa' covered and look¬ 
ed hard on the surface with a hint 


of moisture underneath. But I want¬ 
ed to win that toss. Asif is an expe¬ 
rienced compaigncr and as we walk¬ 
ed out to toss 1 tiled to gently probe 
what he normally called. All 1 received 
was a laugh. Kim Hughes in Bombay 
bad mentioned he would be calling 
'heads' which enabled me to try and 
see that the com fell Tails* up. Asif 
called 'heads* and 'heads’ it was and 
Pakistan was to bat on a wicket 
noted for taking increasing turn on 
the last days. In tact, it was turning 
on the first day itself and Dilip Doshi 
got the pi ire wicket of Zaheer with 
a ball that turned before lunch. 



Majid left early caught behind off 
Ghavri and that brought in Zaheer 
who looked as usual in fine touch. 
Both Kapil and Karsan bowled fine 
spells and with the ball still new it 
was difficult to think of introducing 
the spinners. One of ^ the favourite 
criticisms of tny captaincy has always 
been that I give too long a spell to 
Karsan and Kapil. My thinking is 
that if I am going to get some vdo 
kets I don’t mind giving away a few 
runs to the new ball. Also the spin¬ 
ners arc not comfortable bowfiog 
with a new ball. And then we do 
have a good pair of seamers so why 
not give them every opportunity to 
make use of the new ball, an oppor¬ 
tunity they cannot utilise when the 
ball gets old ? 


Dilip Doshi was turning the ball 
and though Zaheer produced one 
superlative extra-cover dfrive it was 
noticed that in his eagerness he was 
already moving forward even before 
the ball was bowled. Dilip got one 
to turn in his third over and beat 
Zaheer whose back foot bad stretdted 
across the hne and Kirmani effected 
the stamping. Zaheer gone for 40 
On this wicket, we saved plenty of 
runs with that dismissal 


Mudassar Nazar Is to Pakistan what 
Chetan Chauhan is to India. His 
main job is to blunt the attack and 
stay there so that the other stroke- 
makers can sparkle This task he 
performed to perfection as he took 
root. He played some attractive 
shots too and one cover drive would 
have done credit to Zaheer. 


HIT THE DIRT^players and umpares fall flat on their beUtes when suddenly a swarm of bees fly over the 
ground * ^ 







Shivlal Yadav got a rough Initia* 
tlon into lodo-Pak cricket when 
Javed laid into him with gusto. The 
experience will do him good because 
be has had relatively easy success 
against Australia and will now know 
that it is tough to 6owi to batsmen of 
the calibre that the Pakistan team 
has. As the innings went on he 
bowled better and that was a hearten¬ 
ing sign that he could come back 
after Initial punishment. 


Javed Is one of the quickest run¬ 
ners between the wickets and it was 
an education for the youngsters who 
were watching the game how impor¬ 
tant running between the wickets 
Mudassar was u willing partner and 
they kept rotating the strike with 
their singles. Javed with his impro¬ 
visation and ability to find gaps in 
the field outscored Mudassar and at 
tea on the first day both were going 
strong and past their fifties. 

Doshi struck soon after tea when 
Javed played across the line and was 
palpably leg before. That brought in 
Wasim Baia, another player who 
goes for his shots. However, at that 
stage, Shivlal and Doshi were both 
bowling an Immaculate length and 
were difficult to score off. 1 delayed 
taking the new ball because of this 
and also because 1 wanted keep the 
ball newish for the morning. 

The new ball, when takea« accele¬ 
rated the rate of scfonng and it was 
a bit annoying to see the bowlers 
pitching short on a wicket like this 
but Kapil made amends by bowling 
a ball of fuller length in his last over 
aud that got Raja leg-beforc as it beat 
him In the air. 

The lirst ball of the next day had 
Asif leg-before as he ducked into a 
ball he did not see and was struck on 
the elbow. Problem was we did not 
appeal and with that we let Asif show 
the Bangaloi*e crowd what a superb 
player he is. 1 think he bats a bit 
too lower down than he should, but 
perhaps he has his reasons for this. 


Poor Binny; He couldn't find his 
rhythm and Asif stroked him all over, 
all vintage shots played with appa¬ 
rent carefreeness. At drinks he was 
on 48 and that gives an indication of 
how well he played. 


ife fell soon after when Doshi got 
him caught, jumping up to his own 
bowling to complete his first catch in 
Test crideet. Asif had gone Just 
when he looked to be taking our at¬ 
tack apart. 


Imran followed soon after, caught 
by VIshy in the legsiip positioii oil 

Ckinlat KAfnr tkjlt Had lofted 


Doshi for an effortless six. Then 
Mudassar lost patience and he loftM 
a ball from Shivlal to DosW who to<A 
the catrh after Judging it nicely. At 







Tit-bits 

qpHE KABNAtAKA. STAtl! Cait> 
A tcct Assodation <{hK!M^ 
sell the tickets on Novembef 11, 
at 8 »m. WAhla hours, uey 
sold like hot-cakes awl by tat« 
night the Made tickets 1W 

the streets. This oonttettM fee a 
couide of days. When the ^iUiit 
Gods* made their home ie Bsmgir- 
tore from November 1$ oaknods. 
the ticket Holdera, perhape remind, 
ed of Baagak>re*s flea^veT Test 
which the Indians phured sgahwt 
the Cartbbeans, deoded to get- rid 
of their tickets and cm hhe eve w 
the matdi, the titkels utm ei^ 
available at the normaf rahut Bm 
bright sunshine on the eve of tike 
match raised the hofca of the 
fans and the ‘Mack maVket^ ivaa. 
again on. Police arrested some 
persons (including aome K8CA 
watch and ward staff, httt inter 
denied it, according to a local 
newspaper) for aelUog titkots in 
black. At the members' ddddagre 
where the tickets were given ^Ot 
a rate irf three for esak member 
other than lua peas, it aeems a 
merchaiit had ‘pitched’ bis tent 
and was ready to buy any ticket 
that any member was tiot ready 


to pure] 


ii» m 
chase. 


Thanks to Mndassar Nasar's 
dour hatting; m»ay people m the 
stands had a nice Siesta. So sknv 
was his batting (a shade faster 
than Ids reemd id 557 mioutef for 
ll3 runs at Lahme apatost Eng¬ 
land last year) that Mohmood, not. 
ed ffhn comedian, ripinincnitnd:. 
“He wiu bat on sH ffvn days, jnrt 
Ida emitniy sdU. novor dMoa** 
Otherwise, Mehmood eiwyed the 
match for which he had apocpdly 
come down front Bomhap, 

Just before the mmoienenthent 
of Che match on the sacnUM ddp. 
the local poUoa and Bte Boraer 
Security Folloe, whd nkanaod the 
gates, were satgaaihd in a tatatsh td 
tiKir <fwa smd waamned tn ppp 
vent the Test from cnnunenciny. 
Each acaMsod the ouiw jw tU 
treotment—of aoowlng Shtdr own 
men to get into the stadium. Bat 
WKb the arrival of their tc» amn 
ora, the aidtated cc^ cooiea miwn , 
and were hack at their pasta. The 
local poBoe went a stop, furtimt 
to protest about thek iwiwanm 
dunng the match, but naalqr dodd* 
ed to wait till the Test was over. 

The Govenuaent <d India sent a 
ch^Jar to the Indian players to 
wknve m dietr best «ao to moke 
awe tiimw wane “no inddents’ 


dtrag the mitbo eerias, The Chief 
Idtdsier of Karnatike* Hr Oevraj 
Ura, went to ttw extent to tppoah 
leg to the public to mwnmto dam 
and watch the saat^. was 
never done hr any Cmf niadste* 
in Karnataka. 

For the firot lime hi Basuidore, 
a vMdng digaltaty^wae aiw tin 
chief west of tho 
Pakistani ambOMfdoi^ IP jMus 
gattar. Wthwiio. it Was titajow^ 
por who aaad to miaffaini!l# Ihe 
matthen 


c dme» ta 


i^CA opuM repay aU their IHhs. 

thaw was an interesting tatcr- 
hide daring the ffrst day. A asbeol 

m me western otawi, dcMidea to 
aner the field Md far aome 
muDutes tffl the bee* passed frcwi 
one end to tbe dhar. tae fifteen 
men, of tbe enmnd lay fiat on 
tbe frooad. Amt they had acme 
past, Gavaskar gd up and 'pmeh- 
ed* Zaheer AUias, as if to imitate 
a bee. 

AJAY KUMAR 


Delhi in the 
past 

N ew DEUil HAS miOVED TO 
be a lucky venue for India in 
the past two outiags against Pakia- 
tan. India won Ip 1582 tar an 
innings and 75 nms aiH noorly 
woq by *wiclcet8’ in IfifiBffl. 

The New Delhi TMt Of tbe US2 
series waS taghBihiied taf good 
batting by tbe tncBmis and some 
remarkable left-arm 8|dn bowlmg 
ta Vinoo Mankad, who took 8 1^ 
52 and 5 for 75, in (|ta mstch. 

India also domtaated tae filth 
Test at New Delhi dpR years 
later. In fact, taey Olmoat wen 
the maUk. Batdog fitat India 
scored 482 in IBM jmtani^ 
thanks to fine tamckn d UTWr. 
U. Umrlgar and M tar N. l,*C!pfr 
traetw. In reply ^kmu, desi^ 
a fine 101 by lEiashtaCL Hmbaunmed 
were dismissed for 288 and forqsd 
to follow on, 

Mushtag became Uie yohnaasl 
ptSyer in t^ wwtd to SOMN* y 
century in TOst ctidtat m WM 
«nd 78 cb^ old wheg ha 
achieved tbe teat V, V. ii^ar 
of Tamil Nadu, who mate Ite Test 
debut in that matek. took fitor 80 


Forced to follow on, Pakistan 
acored 2S0 in tbeir second knodc. 
setting India to score 74 for a vrin 
hi ottpr 6 minutes. In 2 overs, 
cMHa scored 18 for no loss and tbe 
matdi ended in a draw. 

HlgbUghta: 

1552: India wmi tar an Innings 
^ 'Hiwa-Ktama sn, Faldi^ 
185; 182). Geptains; A. H. Km- 


lunch, with the score 358 for 7. we 
were hopeful of dismissing Pakistan 
for 400. 

This was made difficult first by the 
stubbornness of Bari-Qadir and then 
Bari-Qasim. They put their beads 
down, ran good singles and added 
iraluable runs. Kapil trapped Qadir 
fegbefore but the Dari-Qasim alii* 
ance took longer to be separated Bari 
played some fine shots and Qaslm, 
ever on the look-out for runs, made 
a vital contribution. When they were 
separated Bari was not out 49 and 
that’s when the declaration came. 

We had a little over an hour of 
batting on the second day and this 
Is always difficult particularly if one 
has fielded for a day and three* 
fourths. 

Imran could not generate enough 
pace chiefly because of the wicket 
but also because he bowled short 
trying to get the ball into the hats- 
man*s ribs. On this wicket, this was 
hopeless because there would be no 
response and he would only be ex¬ 
pending energy. Wisely he pitched a 
fuller length and had immediate re¬ 
ward when Majid scooped up a mag' 
nificient one-handed catch just as it 
seemed to be going between him and 
Bari. That was the last alarm as 
Dilip played out time with me, a lit¬ 
tle hesitantly but safely. The rest 
day came as a relief because it en¬ 
abled us to recover aftet the hard 
grind on the field. 







X^ajid Khan ^ stumped by Kirmam off Doehi 


I HAVE NEVER HAD A SUCCESS-* 
ful Test matdi at Banfalore and 
1 was keen to do w«Ui because the 
crowd here is always a welM»ehaved 
one which loves to watch O'icket. 
The crickeMovina Poddar family 
sent me curd every momina for 
'luck’ and all these factors, perhaps, 
helped me to notch my highest score 
at. the KSCA ground. 

The going was hard on the third 
morning with the Pakistani bowling 
being tight and obviously when you 
are chasing a score of 4oi runs you 
arc going to wait for the loose 
deliveries. It was absorbing cricket 
and the crowd was patient, knowing 
DO lose wickes in the morning. 


Dilip Vengsarkar is happier play^ 
ing bis shots but he is now experi- 
euoed enough to know when to 
play a waiting game. He relished 
the challenge and was at ease play¬ 
ing a defensive role. There were 
some moments when he looked ap^ 
proheosive. but they were few am, 
at lunch, we were unseparated. But 
before that 1 had crossed my high* 
cst score at the KSCA ground and 
almost perished when Dilip called 
me (or a run and then sent me back, 
Asif’s throw missing the stumps. If 
il had been Javed,... 

Imran broke through after lunch 
when a ball of full length knocked 


out Vcngsarkar*s o£f-5tump. Dilip 
played inside the line of the ball, 
missed and lost his wicket. Surprise 
ingly, Asif did not continue with 
ill.ran after that over. Instead, b 
ing on a doubiespin attack. 

Vlsh settled in easily and just 
after the drinks break I lost mv wits 
ket while trying to push Qaair to 
cover and Javco, at siUy-po&, took 
a line catch. That was 164 for 3 
and Yashpal, who had been in the 


pavilion for most of our tteldina, 
came In. He was still bothered by 
his back hut stuck on, letting Vishy 
have most of the strike. Vish 
doesn’t need persuasion to play his 
shots and he blazed away making 
people wonder at our display in the 
morning. Yashpal got the bug and 
he, too, played some hoe shots and 
when pl^ ended nine minutes be¬ 
fore dose because of bad light, 
Vishy was 72 not out and Yash 3o in 
a local of 261 for 3. 


Bowler Abdul Qadit and dose^m fieldsmen Javed Miandad and Majid Khan 
wtekei keeper Wa:im Bari accept a snick offered by Gavaskar 


are highly delighted to see 







{M mU.f A fourft: b<M|iflin bv tji« 


SCOREBOARD 

1HI>1A vD. PAKiStAM 4r«t ToM mudb At BiA 
lit tha K«rn«tAkft Stoiti CrieltM AMneUntloa grAVirt fMm nvtl*^ CBVVM# 
/Ur> in a»lt,7» CHObAat). 33.3IAW 0Mif4|r> Wnc ^vfatt tf«3r. 

CRj>tAtB« 9. M. GavMioMr (tndte) And Antf IMHa tBMyUtnn). 

WlelcM'kMpera; S. Id, RL Xlnscm (India) and wdfUK Ba<1 ^ajttatan). 
Too# won ir/: A^t Idtaa^ 

l*AlUlH*fAN* tMMlBiftMk i ^ ^ 

MaUd 4 Kinnant b OHawt 1 ad tnta. 10 baUl) fd|«< «d vdtfMftg 

aetivery) 

Mttdansar c Doahi b YUdwr UO td<7 mba, UR bdUn. 18 towi; >k>Mi 
(ba bat) u> loa|r «B) 

AntiMi' «t Ktrmanl b DorttI 10 (tti OiU.. H bait*. • Ofttn; wiptt t^rwaM 
Afid 'inuR bcftten by thb jn)ln]| 

Kundfid ibw b t>o»m {M mU., :141 biMliri A fourft: b<M|iflin bv tji« 
funujftir bftU) 

KtSft Ibw b K«^bll lp«y 8$ (19 tNitt% 4 Coimr Ui front 

of Ui« by onb cut ImlO 

Afisit c nik<l b l>oiifU 66 W nits^ f8 MUr 1 fourot irM to «Ct 
*aht bocb fool, but iififnJtid«od tbe jm* ai» 4 lUtflit) 

Xmrnn c Vlnfatromi^ b Todnt 0 Ob rot»a. 9 boll*, 1 tU%; cotob 

lo oUb) 

Jamn not ou( 4b IH8 boU a m Mis, 6 four»i 
Hbdif Ibw b Wm i Ifk inti., 40 MU. 1 fouf; by Obo 

thnt oMiO lo) 

iQaaiMi run mit 90 (9? mta,. 48 Aat)a> 9 tmiM) 

Ib^ 14 Cb 1, ni A 9b 7) 

tWMf (tot* 0 ddcia, ««el.} 481 <8M ml*-. U&o avarM 
rjuu. or inOHlim't l t«r S Olalld; Uuaamr n.o. 0; » rttna In la 

S I,);, 9. tar 49 (SaitaM*. Iftidaaaar n,b, 17, (7 rum tn 70 mta.): ft tor 19* 
andad. IlMdaaMHr n.o, 79: 198 tlma in lU n(a): 4 tor 9B6 (Bajtk 
datma a.«. 80; 40 nfina In W aiiais 4 for 9M lAatf. Mudaaaar n.o, 190: 

' 7| mn* fa 98 fotah 4 for 91a Oamn. Iludmaa r n,fr. 189: u ntiu tn id 
tnta.); 7 tor 849 tliadaiifor, Bart iu«. 0; tmna in 8 mu.): 9for 87\ 
MMdtr, Bari a.o. 18; 90 nnw in 09 (iua-)t 9 tor 481 (Onafoii Bart a.oi. fo: 
Qi rofli in 77 nitA). 

BOWUmi ti:i||tl CHumi Blniiy :U)-l4My; Oo«hi 

Tncuy m§^U0‘X 
mm |t«T «K2imMi)t 

Onwp^r o MUtiiid b IMU 00 Ufii xnUu« W biai»« 18 fotirn; brM to 
iunb Itio, Ml to bovvri Mt mul went to «tl^ jn^t) 

0 JUtiilii b titifdA £l <18 IT MUa 8 Cottni; HkloM tbn 
^ ol loti Unctii wMli m4ni4 

Vin#8irknr b ImriBri 18 (lib mti.^ yS0 MU. 4 fooro; pUyed IMde 
tbi Itpi of tti^ ball) 

Vlahwaaa»li « Bart'b Bji ifo b a wm adta) 79 tl74 fotai. ifo Mia, U four*. 
trtMl to oot Ota baQ^ irttwa awlfor inata tbaiia he aapeoted) 

Taahpa) « 8«a»da4 b Bb^ W tM9 fofo., IBS Ml., 7 foura; tottwi 
od'drtvri 

jUnny « Bhtarti«ieyMII» b IM** 88 «i4t mta, M balfo. 6 foura, 
hQnfcM wuhotti mta naai 

IQrinaal e Oia^ b BbtamkaMddth 97 (lOi mta.« so balla, 4 foora, 
iait.J»bt fouidn-t ddwi) 

tha*^) ^ b,ippk W of nM W Mta 9 toura; ylayad ovar 

•^vrf b HallA' >'at folaj 9 bauat i>laya4 on in uytno to M) 
|w*y M mi 1 m nafo,. $ mb*). 

9 bWW Wfon by tha MteJ 
TOTAI. 4A )««A mwnl 

trAM. or -wtcqalifSt l fori7 (Onufoan, OMMHiy ito 4; 17 run* 
at 19 nfo.): 9 for M a'MmuMr. OadaatNtr it.o. 70; iQb uma tn isd 
MM.); 0 for 104 (UKWMto, YMiW«Mb-tMb 99; 41 runa In 4$ arta.); 4 for 
M lYtohwnnatli,' *ai5al dtA C^iSi^wm 1» »» ««»>: 6 fi- 007 
lYalhnai, Bfoay n,o. 99; # w«a tt Tfor WT llfonnyt »«(»•« foo, 

it) 49 runa In 98 fofo,); 7 M 419 Oprn^, Mnll n,o. 89: M runa Id 49 
,* ,',«*»• I; 4*wda tn a foiajii 9 for 4W 

tdMfoyri, radar n». ttnc. rwn w jw'Ma-7 


CBia fofo., IBS Mta. 7 founi; toftw) 


1^.): « tor 414 <19 

tmfoari, rad«r n;., 9| 


BowuBOl mm 

Oartm 41.i7-790i. 

0<»9Mt Hudafoatf wUNNfc 
rAKiavAir ttini 

9feii4 ai Birmaio V Wfo*! 


Bhiaihamuddtn l0»9-49>9t Vt<bai 
ll«Ndltr Sf^aolld.!; Vartm Bala 


49 <*4illA 9 fowrt: baatan by 


Of tMa. 19 Mta, t fodn ittfod iba 

i ^ t 


Sahoer not out H jmj^t O il 9»W7 , 

SSml ^ 1 » 5 U*- *>■ 

totai. (tw J wwa,) 199 l(iM')nfo,,^«(B 49 MM) , 

rAM or WUMpflit, l M 41 ORam. Rudaaiay n a. S74 a runi in 
94 mta.): 3 for'4l <SMnfor> IwM iMt, 0; 9 foCa,7 

i9oiivx,(m>i' Kami Mr a44o; 'oaifoM’tdMfoot Btnnr^'ti^i-Ot Maht 
Uf4| 0«-1: Tadav lt'94lHt VtrtnfoB^ iMHMlf OnlM^ ^ l-94<d 

^uftURAJA-RAo ; . ' , * 



THE miemmcmr stAttp w 

40 runs Wastm Bvi 

Iqtfol Qnsin If a lusw reoora for 
Pakistan acainst India. The t>revi< 
otts best Idas SB bniweein Satfm 
Naivaz and Iqbal Qaaini ill the 
Srd Test at Kafadbl Id IdTB. 

IMRAK KHAJt^S 4 FOR 5S IN 
India's lat inning* Is bis best 
bowling figures in a Tost innings 
agaioit India* His pravions best 
was 4 for 54 in tbe 2nd Test at 
Lahore in 1978 

SYED KIRMANI EQUALLED 
FaiQokh Engineer In the number 
of Test when he stumped 

Msjid Kban in FakUtan's second 
innings. Engineer had 82 Test 
victims (66 catches. 16 stumplngs) 
in 46 Test white Kirmani has 82 
Tost victims <66 catches, 2S stump- 
fngs) in SS Tests, 


TTniERE WAS VERY UmJE PLAY 

t tbe next day and tbe onl^^ m- 
teresting events were Ehteshamud- 
din’s first Test wicket—that, too, the 
prize one of Vishwanatb—and Yash- 
pal’s completion of half-century. A 
dnzzle washed out most ot the day’s 
play leaving tbe Sunday spectators 
a disappointed lot« 

The entertainment for tbe Indian 
team came in the dressing rooii\ 
where the comedian of the , Hindi 
screen. Mehmood, regaled us with 
terrific jokes and Subhash Mashru- 
walla, the AIR and TV commeatatoi, 
who is also an amateur magiaan, 
showed us a few tricks. 

The fifth day’s play was only of 
academic interest Vashpal lofted 
an on-drive off Majjid and W4is out 
for 62, but Roger Binny. who had 
become a father for the second timo 
on the morning of tbe fourth day, 
played an impressive innin^^ full of 
confident strokes. Kirmam played 
his part with 36. Kapil, playing a 
more mature innings, had a good 
look at the Pakistan bowling and 
scored 38. 

Just as it looked as if we would 
overtake Pakistan’s score of 431, we 
lost quick wickets to be all out for 
416 which was stiH a good response, 
considering that the wicket was turn¬ 
ing quite badly on the third day. 

Dilip Doshi and Shivlal Yadav 
bowl^ extremely well in the time 
left and kept two star •stroke-players 
like Zaheer and Javed quiet for a 
long time. 

Thus ended the first amfrontation, 
with the honours even. 
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Pakistani Tour Diary 


R ONE WEEK. THIS 
place was a cauldron of 
tension-fllted events, a kalei¬ 
doscope of characters who. 
away from the playing field, 
created just as many ripples. 
That, i suppose, is the tale 
of every of the 861 Test mat¬ 
ches that have been played 
80 far, but then the first Test 
fn an Indo-Pak senes is a 
different story altogether, 

Consider the ingredients of 
this ‘battle' and the ‘warriors 
therein. There was Pakistan, 
confident, cocky and almost 
*amug‘ tn the glimmer and 
the power of its superstars 
and in the knowledge that 
only a year ago it had thra¬ 
shed India, basking m al¬ 
most unprecedented publicity 
that has seen its star and the 
'newest sex-symbol In the 
sub-continent’ fmran Khan on 
the covers of numerous na¬ 
tional news magazines. Then 
there was India very much 
the underdogs m the public 
mind and uneasy and puzziea 
why this should be $o consi¬ 
dering their feat at the Ovai 
and the recent thrashing of 
the Aussies; smarting under 
last years ignominy and ded^ 
perate to prove that for all 
their stateness at playing so 
much cricket are determined 
to beat the Pakistanis proud 
that secular India has the 
confidence to lionise the vl* 


sltors and yet disappointed at 
the comparatively antiseptic 
treatment they had received 
In Pakistan last year tt was 
lust like any Ashes series 
someone wrote— yes, more 
I tike the Ashes when Larwood 
and Bradman were In the 
arena. Let’s take the drama 
tis personae of the Ban¬ 
galore Test in order o' their 
appearance to this writer. 

First there was Mapd Khan, 
acid blunt and boiling about 
the wrong news we had p.in- 
ted about Sarfraz Nawaz oe- 
ing his brother-m-law. “Do 
you know how many peopie 
have come up to me and ask¬ 
ed me If that was so? You 
people do not confirm and 
write anything you feel like” 
But that moment of pure pas* 
Sion apart, always inscrutable. 
After he got out for five m 
the first innings, he came 
back without a trace of ex¬ 
pression on his face and set¬ 
tled down with a book. And 
while virtually every other Pa* 
kIstanJ had a bevy of admirers 
around him at the hotel, Ma- 
lld was spotted sitting alone 
‘A good chap”, someone 
who knew him in England 
told me. I don't know—he 
never did have the come-hither 


look to let me find out. 

Then there was Aslf, Hts 
doors were open to anybody 
Who knocked, Begum Akhtar 
was always singing ghazais 
in his room. So polite that he 
never told the hotel PBX to 
hold calls With the result that 
even on the rest day he was 
up at 7.30 answering calls. A 
tough competitor who believes 
that you can play without 
swearing, he was genuinely 
grateful for the support and 
the publicity his team was 
receiving but when a waiter 
In a prominent hotel gushed. 
*‘l hope you win, slr,‘‘ he was 
; embarrassed' and said, "You 
Shouldn't say that.'* and la- 
I ter tried to explain it by say- 
r ing. “Maybe he said that be¬ 
cause he thinks we are the 
better team and maybe he 
meant the better team should 
win." Whenever he could, he 
would slip off with the many 
friends from his Hyderabad 
days who had come to Ban¬ 
galore. As one of his child¬ 
hood friends said “Aslf Is 
totally unspoilt by all his 
fame." I can vouch for that 
One day when I forgot my 
copy of his report for us 
In his room, he brought not 
only that to the ground but 



Atif labal, ManhneH Gavafkar rSktUTs wife) and Majid Khan at a party in Bangaiore. 



rttd xio toroottin. 


Thx biiflOB mt to TfvMMn, 
or my j»ubll«otlan' m 
Q ovMhor ctubbod h*f. Unwtt> 
tlnolyi tho bocMm th« oeniro 
ofMveral controvorstes. First, 
it was har friond Imran Khan 
wno blew hot on her (or ml«' 
quoting him. In the ‘aex eym> 
bor interview ixJbUshed in 
SUNDAY November 18 iaeue, 
he had been asked if he was 
baing chased by girls and he 
had said: ‘'Sometimea The 
newspaper advertisement of 
that issue ohenged 'he o» 
Ject of the chase end quoted 
him as saying the he “some* 
times" iikes to chase giris. 
Imran was furious about what 
repercussion this would have 
on the closed society of 
Pakistan. Seen through the 
eyes of fndian stargazers, 
this was nothing uncommon 
but Imran felt it was serious 
enough to bring it to his cap* 
tain's notice and Asif felt it 
was serious enough to sug¬ 
gest that Imran should sort 
it out with Tavleen before he 
went In to bat. 


Tavlaen's problems didn t 
end there. She was always 
looked askance in the Press 
box, a male bastion if ever 
there was one. Further, the 
Indian team regarded her witn 
open auspldon. "Isn't she a 
PakiatanI?” one senior play¬ 
er asked me. ‘We all ware 
sure ehe is a Pakistani jour¬ 
nalist with thefr team ’ And 
when she went to the Indian 
players to gauge their faet- 
Inqa on playing Pakistan, one 
player told her, "No inter¬ 
views. You only talk to the 
Pakistanis.'' Another player 
went through her articles on 
the Pakistanis In the SUN¬ 
DAY issue of November 18 
and made notes that Itbe 
laws prohibit us from quoting 


Then there was Prasanna, 
* stranger in hie home 
ground. Captain of Kamate- 
ka a year ago, his fXItng out 
with the KSCA has 'been so 
severe that not once was be 
invited to iuncb with the 
8k>erd members and lhair 
guaata. Dbwn to give expert 
commenN on TV, he'd hap' 
plly have meale with medler 
men, embolSiened by hit' be* 
lief that’while he could iook 
any K8CA offlelat in die eye, 
KSCA offlciela ooutehi’l. He 
knew the PaMstenia regetded 
him with raapeot'-they had 
often eeM that Prasanna wap 
the beet Indlen boefler In Pa* 
Wetan leaf year. Pres was 
died oHip Doahi bowled eo 
tvell end proved hia eotden* 
don ttiat he wee the only 




Priw's la: Waich out 

for 

Tnar> moro was tha Pakrt«> 
tahl manager Juatrea Saaci 
SauO 4aan-*^'Ua0oa SahiO* to 
Aalf aod hia moa. Opan* out- 
Ooing and a kaan aportafarit 
aa was Just wiiUng to diacuaa 
hockay as criokat Ht thinks 
India hat tremondoua potan- 
tial in hocKay and wa« ga. 
nuinaty piaasad to haar that 
ona 0 * this favountas, Aiitpal 
was in the short-list 
for the Champions Cup team 
His only comolatnt spout 
Bsngalora was that the wicket 
was too stow ‘in Pakmtan al¬ 
so we have orasslaas wickets 
Put at iesst they are hard. 
How else do you tmnk we 
produce so many stroke-ma* 
kers'^'* That was a revelation. 

Then there was Wasim Ra^ 
la, or king as the Indians 
called him Just as much at 
home with the more ascetio 
Pakistanis (most dont drink, 
still fewer m public) as with 
the Indians a few 
abstrain His orv 

ly regret was that unlike 
Qaslm, Miandad Qadir and 
others he didnt get around 
to buying sarees in Banga¬ 
lore A lolly fellow, at a par¬ 
ty he sent a particularly pes¬ 
ky female masquerading as a 
Presswoman to Sumi When 
asked why. he replied gaily 
'Oh. because his wife is 
hero." 

That brings me to Marsh 
neiX ‘Pammi' to friends Keen¬ 
ly litterested In every bit of 
cncKelana On the rest day. 
Bum) was telling us of how 
he discontinued his habit of 
'walking' in a league match 
in Bombay, he anicked a cat- 
ch at slips and was *walking' 
when the umpire negatived 
the appeal and told the de- 
parUng 3un|l. "Batsman, f 
have given you not out ' On 
the day after this conversa¬ 
tion with us, Sunil ‘walked' 
whan Miandad caught hfm, 
Pammi draw our attention to 
this and. with a wmk. told 
8umt: "Why did you walk? 
The umpire told me he would 
have given you not out." 

Than there was Sunil. Pu* 
rloMs at hirhsaif when he got 
Oul» he nevertheless recovered 
Me humour to tease frfend 
and TV commentator^ Aahis 
Mft "Bahu moshai, you 
ahouM have kepi me awake 
laat rtight" Sumr was refer* 
fine to the tact that all his 
gtrae doubki centuries In 
laats have come when he hat 
ipahi the best part of iha 
nigM urtiMa to alaap. In 


WfltH iMttins out Of tho win*' 
lor jtv r«iiv~M It woo 
Dio liftt Tott 40 oopt«trh-«nd 
ooorod 20$r «t ttto Qvol o•^ 
jlOf tftio yoor, ho had a myOi 
Moua pain in tho ohaat on 
fha daM ha notohod hi. paN 
•Mitai at 281 . 

Than thora was Mr Shar* 
.tha Mourlty man from 
Dami. Oacopttvoly nrondly in 
hit olwta. and his appat,n> 
anco, hi. alortnoss was, no* 
vortholoM, apparont On tho 
d^ay tho trouble started at 
Hyderabad h. monuonod that 
m^otion. had coma from 
Otihi to 'tighten security.* 

The next day, the crowd of 
onlookers at the Pakistani en* 
Closure In front of their dras* 
aing roo^m, was politely but 
firmly shooed away at reou* 
lar intervats. 

And, above all, there 
was Imran — and his 

brand of admirers One 

seasoned campaigner in the 
fndian team was categoric 

that he had never seen so 
many girle flocltlng 
the West End Hotel where 
both the teams were staying. 
It got BO bad even the polite 
West End staff turned sour in 
the end and told off the 
(lock of girls. And who. 
above all, did they coma to 
see? Imran The passion he 
excited is perhaps best illus* 
trated by what one girl con* 
tossed to him- ‘Oh, I lust 
want to die In your arms." 

On the last day of the 
: match, the West End staff 
was shooing out girls 
as one does chickens 
from a coop Ths 
Pakistan temn left at lt) tho 
next morning —time enough 
tor tho fleck to ro*gathOr. 
There he was. Tslat Mlrxa, 
tho babe ot the side and 
only Just 18. As ho crossed 
one of ths several court* 
yards in west End. he was 
OhMn company by a group 
Of alx<fr88h*taood girls. Ha 
Ohould have been thrilled: 
ho was actually looking a 
pit uneasy sno wes con- 
tinuaily looking over his 
shoulder. Perhaps, the ex¬ 
planation lies in what a 
I nMstan piayar reportedly 
! told a frtand. “Your crt* 
cketois are luelv. Sunil and 
VHdty are heroes here Back 
home, we are only rtrefy 
reeegnised. We are guite 
wlMi^ we are being lionised 

t^le right and only fair 
that wa shoutd ba hosplt- 
I wB. Only, don’t forgM our 
I Chaps trill you? , 

i A4AY KUMAR 




RU?A3 

Y/ORLD 

OF 

CRICKET 




• Sunil Gavaskar 
Sunny Days 
/75 tSOO 
a E A S Prasanna 
One Mors Over 
Rs a 00 

1 Dr Marottam Pun 
Port fait of 
Indian Captains 
Rs f2 00 

a Tony Cozier 
The West tndtes 
Pifty Years of 
Test Cncket 
Rs 15 00 
m Prank Worrell 
Cncket Punch 
Rs 10 00 

• Ernest Eytle 
Prank Worrell 

A Biography 
Rs 18 00 

# Sir Donald 

Bradman 
Farewell to 
Cncket 
Rs 12 00 
The Art of 
Cncket 
Rs 75 00 


# Ian Chappell 
Chappeili 
Rs 15 00 

a Maurice 
Gotesworthy * 
Pncyclopeedia 
of Cncket 
Rs 15 00 
r Vinoo Mankad 
How to Play 
cncket 
Rs 7 00 
e Rakhal 
Bhattacharya ed. 
Cricket the 
Indian Way 
Rs 30 00 

a Henry Blofeld 
The Packer Affair 
Rs 75 00 

The MCC Cncket 
Coaching Book 
Rs 15 00 

In Press: 

• Dennis Liftee 
The Art of 
Past Bowling 

frank Tyson 
Complete Cncket 
Coaching 


Available with a!! bocvkshoos 

In case of please w'nte to : 

H'fLCl c- 

Mail order 0^vMr>ion 

3331 , Pfttaudi House Road, Daiyagaoj 
New Delhi *1 U.) OO: 

Also at 

CALCUTTA # ALLAHABAD • BOMBAY 


V 


IMRAN KHAN 

PATRICK EAGAR 





News: National 


INVITATION BADMINTON 

Dhani is 
the new 
star 

PRAKASH PADUKONE 

'TW TALENTED INDONESIANS 
A once again showed their supre¬ 
macy in badminton by winning all 
but three events in the internationals 
at Bombay, Hyderabad and Calcutta, 
held in that order. While 1 only 
managed to bag the men^ singles 
crown at Bombay beating Hadiyanto 
of Indonesia 154, 15-12 in the finals, 
the men’s doubles and women’s 
singles titles at Hyderabad went to 
the Malaysian pair Mohammad 
Jalani Sidek and Soh Goan Chup and 
the British girl. Paula Kilvington 
respectively The rest was an all- 
Indonesian affair. 

gr 

Just before the start ot the inter 
nationals I suddenly fell ill. thus 
missing out on the Modinagar tour 
nament I restricted my partiopation 
only to the men’s doubles in Luck 
now I was completely out from bad 
minton for neatly two weeks and 
needed at least a week’s rest and 
practice, to get back my normal 


form. Instead. X had to play ihreg 
successive tournaments almost Imme^ 
diatelv after recovering from the ilb 
ness. I knew I was not in now phy« 
Meal condition and so I decided to 
concentrate mainly on Bombay ahd 
Calcutta tournamentSt and take the 
Hyderabad meet lightly, as three in¬ 
ternationals could have been too 
much for me at that stage 

In Bombay, I did not have to ex¬ 
haust myself much to win the men’s 
singles title though 1 had a fairly 
tough match with Dhani Sartika of 
Indonesia in the semi-finals. He was 
leading 14-10 in the first game and 
13-7 in the second when, on both 
occasions, 1 made a comeback to win 
the games and the match 17-16, 
18-14, respectively In the final I got 
myself going against Hadiyanto and 
won it quite easily in straight games 

And though Dhani won the men’s 
singles title both in Hyderabad and 
Calcutta, I feel he played far better 
at the Netaji Indoor Stadium. In 
Hyderabad, according to my plan, I 
did not go all out even after winning 
the first game 15-13. against Dhani 
and ultimatelv lost the semifinal 
encounter 15-13, 7-15 and 10-15 
Dhani became the champion, blasting 
young compatriot Lius Pongoh in the 
finals and, in the process, avenged 
two earlier defeats, at Modinagar 
and Lucknow. 

In Calcutta I was having some 
problem with the lights (I believe 
Dham was also similarly discomfited) 



mem is an aggressive pii^. 
both of tts tried to gt&diL ] 
white he defended well^ 1 coute 


on that Mirticuter day, white 1 was 
servlM high, Dbani^ waa smad^ 
tiMutifully. So 1 decided to go for 
short services. I beUeve be rewaed 
my problem and was standing closef 
to the net when I was serving. This 
completely upset mv rhymm and 4 
sent down as many as nine wrong 
services which was very uhnsilaL 

White admitting that I did not 
play up to expectations in Calcutta, 
I must give full credit to Dhani for 
winning the final 10-15, 15-11, 15-12 
jfle defended so well and smashed so 
beautiful^ that the 80-minute tettle 
tetween him and me turned out to 
be the best match of this Indian dr 
cult tournaments. 


B irr NONE OF THE FIVE 
internationals rose to the expect¬ 
ed heights as not a single player 
showed his best form The reasons 
behind this were two—light schedule 
and bad quality of shuttleco^s used 
in the tournaments 

It is indeed a tough task to play aa 
many as five international tourneys 
fn just 19 days, getting only one day 
rest between each. We had to play 
our matches late m the evemng or 
even at night and then rush for the 
plane next morning to readi the 
next destination in time. If there was 
no morning flight (Hyderabad to 






Calcutta) we had to board the plane 
in the evening. So the player^, espe 
dally those who readied the finals sn 
most of the tournaments, were not 
nettinx any rest at all T^s was pro 
bablv the reason James Selvaraj 
(Malaysia) in Bombay and Ivana 
(Indonesia) in Hyderabad, fell ill 1 
hope* in future, the organisers will 
beep this in mind and Xve the play 
ers at least two clear days^ rest (one 
for the jburnev and recovering from 
the earlier eidiaustion and the next 
for practise) between two touma 
ments, so that they can produce iheir 

Except in Modiitagar* the shuttle* 
cocks used throughout the tourna' 
ments were not at all good. In Lude- 
now* they were heavy. And though 
in Bombay the orjumisers arranged 
for imhorted shutnes 1 believe they 
were of very oli stock and no better 
than the ordinary Indian shuttles. In 
Hyderabad and Calcutta we played 
with a different brand but unfor^- 
Batelr» die Quality was almost the 
tune* 


I b«ve sent la the pMl 
tive pbtyw always gets gn advaatage 
ivith ladian ahuttles. as lliev avs aot 
dunAteJ vnth ahaatt evety aaiasli. 
flw Wf loMS its digpe ttoA ^ op- 
poneM MtnMt ivtinrn It acoardiag te 
Ids gani twin. 

Ida aot tod 5 »*tog »*9 

dM wtweea Sk*^ toaiN> Md 

ijowyaato. Bat tiba lost tsso op s toU * 

Btooi QUOe off with SQmig.ciwiw 

la ttva hut two iatoruMttloaa la sa ladta 
oMb^y hgoHiSe he is aa agiiwwve 


player while Poagoh, only IP and 
very promising, and especially Hadi- 
vaoto, modelled themselvgson a de- 
fenoMineated game. I particular^ 
feel sorry for Hadiyanto. who was 
seeded top among the foreign parti- 
apants but could not justil^ his seed¬ 
ing — and the bad quality of shut 
tiecodcs deprived Indians of aeeing 
his best 


r THE MEN'S DOUBLES EVENT 
there was no doubt about the 
supremacy ot the Hariyanto-l^rtoao 
pair who, in Indonesia, are next onfy 
to .world champions Tjun TJun-Waju« 
and Christlan-Adi Chandra combina¬ 
tions. They won the tlUes in Bombay 
and Calcutta, but lost to the Indun 
pair Praebp Gandha and Partho Gnn- 
gnly, in the semi-Anals at Hyderabad, 
tfriiidi was a pleasant surprise for all 
of us. But in the finals against a less 
imoortant pair, nothing went right 
for Pradeep and Partho and they 
it tamely to the Malaysians. 


From the Indian pcrfnt of view, the 
Hyderabad meet can easi^ be des 
erfbed as Pradtp Gandhe's touma- 
ment as he. partnering Partho, not 
only reached the men's doubles final 
but also shocked Hadiyanto in the 
alsilffes qttalte^^)nal. Partho also 
mayed wtU in his tingles against 
Itoml. which was a very good match 
foil of good ralliOs. 


I have menthwed in my earlier re¬ 
port lhat Vnonim Sintd* played very 
well both to Modinagar and La^- 
«nv. In Bombay, it was Syed MOdl’s 
turn. Syed beat Pongoh in the qnar^ 
tertoaU in straitot games. Both thr 


players were trying to prolong the 
game and Syed definitely showed his 
dass in the tie. In the process he got 
tired. The same evening, he had to 
face Hadiyanto in the semi-finals He 
played well in the first game but soon 
found himself exhausted and lost the 
match. 


There was not much of a display 
from our boys in Calcutta, with only 
Vlmal Kumar's encounter with Pon- 
gnh being worth a mention— in 
which Vimal extended the Indonesian 
to tinee games. 


In the women’s singles, Ivana won 
the title in Bombay and Gwan in 
Calcutta to make it 24ilL But I feel 
Ivana is a better player. She is more 
agile and possesses a greater treasury 
of strdees and firmer controL The, 
finaL whidi she lost to Gwan at CaL 
cotta after easily bagdag the first 
game was. In fad; arndMoy’s matdt 


four-nation internationals 
1 alwiws think this 
le lendfng badminton 


So the 
are now 

type ef visit by the' 
plavers of the wirid are of immense 
value for the fntora of Indian bad¬ 
minton. Because, when we go abroad, 
onhr three or four ef us on get a 
diaBce to make the trip. But when 
a team from abroad comes here, 
more Indian players can play against 
the foreigners and otiien alno can 
see them In action This definitely 
Kehisin imiwoving the g*ni* h-re 
We hope more and more tours bv 
foreign ptayers will come off in the 
•ear fhtore 


A* loM to ALOK OASOUPTA 
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GRAND PRiX TENNIS 

Easy for 
Vijay 

'Bombay bally' hit the 
Grand Prix badly, says 
India's Davis Cupper 
SHASHIMBNON.and Vijay 
Amritraj, unaffected by it. 
had his easiest of victories. 

1 '^E INDIAN OPEN. TENNIS 
• Grand Prix was a victim of the 
‘Bombay bel)y\ At least half the tour- 
oament was sidelined by upset stoma* 
rhs. and it read like a casualty list. 
Fassbender, Popp, Sanders, Graham. 
Case. Ismail and Warwick were some 
of the names on the list. This decrea¬ 
sed the quality of tennis and, ama¬ 
zingly as the week progressed, the 
standard of tennis — instead of im¬ 
proving — deciin«?.d culminating jn a 
disastrous semi-final day with two 
out of the four contestants — Wolf¬ 
gang Popp, who played Vijay Amnt 
rai, and Louk Sanders, who opposed 
Peter Elter - - certainly not perfor¬ 
ming even close to their best 
owing to the sickness. 

While it was heartening to the 
Indian public that there was an Indi¬ 
an again in the finals. Vijay's march 
to the last stage was a'Ttainly the 


easiest he has ever had in any Grand 
Prix tournament he has played. In 
fact, he did not lose a set on his march 
to the finals, lie was only extended 
once, to a tie-breaker against his 
brother Ashok, in which Vij^ seem¬ 
ed more intent in practising his 
ground strokes than winning as best 
as he could. There certainly was po¬ 
tential for a lot of good matches by 
some exciting players. 

Let us look at the top half of the 
draw and examine Vi jay’s progress to 
the finals. First, he played Mike Ma- 
chette who retired in the second set. 
Not that it would have made any 
difference, because Vijay was winn¬ 
ing very easily anyway. Next, he 
played Ashok. In the quarter-final he 
met Ewert and the only reason Ewert 
was there was because his second 
round opponent Fassbender, was a vic¬ 
tim of the ^Bombay belly*. His tough¬ 
est match should have been in the 
semi-finals against Popp, who played 
extremely well to get there. Well, you 
guessed it. Popp was reportedly up 
all night due to a tummy upset The 
tournament committee even postpon¬ 
ed the originally scheduled first semi¬ 
final of Vijay and Popp to the second 
one in the hope Popp would feel a 
little better bv then. Even though 
Popp played a few good games, he 
was not the same player we saw in 
the earlier round. 

1 played very well in my first match 
against fourth seeded Pascal Fortes, 
the conqueror of Vijay in last vears 
tournament at Calcutta. Against Popp 
in the second round, I got off to a 
slow start and was down 2-6. 5-5 be 



Vijay trophy 



fore I realised it. I started playing 
W'ell and after that, I broke back 
when he served for the match to le¬ 
vel it at five-all. We both held serves 
for six-all and in an exciting tic-brea¬ 
ker, which see sawed back and forth, 
I was starting to play better and if T 
had won the second set tie-breaker, 1 
would have had a very good chance of 
winning the match. 


The second half, except for Elter, 
was a survival of the fittest. Accord¬ 
ing to the seeding it should have 
been Boss Case versus Kim Warwick 
in the sami-fmal with the winner to 
play Vijay. Instead, exit a very aick 
Case in the third round to Elter. 


Warw!ck*s performance in this 
match, to say tlie least, was disgrace¬ 
ful. While he might have had a touch 
of the ‘Bombay belly' there was no 
reason to completely throw away with 
total disdain the match at 6-2, ^0. 

Warwick, the winner of the 1976 
Grand Prix, is the player who is capa¬ 
ble of beating Elter by that score, 
but not losing to him. In fact, the 
Grand Prix supervisor. Mr Bartonni, 
had to walk on to the court and warn 
him to try harder in his match or face 
a fine. This is one of the rules in the 
Grand Prix code of conduct. 

The Isinail-Warwick first-round 
match should have boon an interest¬ 
ing one with both players using their 
good ground strokes for some good 
rallies, but Ismail had to retire at 
three-all in the first set, The Sanders- 
Elter semi-final wa.s also very anti 
climactic. Everybody expected a 
bard-hitting baseline duel. Instead, 
it turned out to be a cakewalk for 
Eller. Not onlv did Sanders have to be 
content with a had stomach, but he 
ran into one of thirsi.* clavs when tiK? 
court shrinks in .‘•iye, ymir rac'kef 


27 



Pren^t^f 
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Eastern 
India 


STATUTOKV WAH«I(N 


CIGAREUt SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


Grant 87 6/1 


wetMhs a ton and you have two left 
feet Sanders lost 1 6« 1-6 

The final was a battle between a 
pobsbed and experienced playei 
ui»ed to playing m such a ^situation 
against d younger and less cxpcrienc 
ed opponent who seems to play only 
with his heart and not bis head Even 
though Eltcr bioke back when Vijay 
served for the match at 5-4 he just 
prolonged the inevitable .tnd Vijay 
won 6 i, 7 5 

Ihe doubles tournaineiiT was a 
btlle more exating than the singles 
It would have been even inuie excit 
ing had not the supeuot team of 
Case and Warwick defaulted to Popp 
and Fui St in tlic seitii hnals The 
best match of the tournament was 
the “battle of the brothers'' — the 
semi-final doubles between Ihe 
Amntrai biothers and the Delaney 
brothers Ihe latter kept fighting 
back the whole match, squeezing out 
of the secxind set tie breaker to level 
ft at one all They led 3 1 in the thud 
set lost St rve to make it 3 3 then 


broke again and after having three 
break points against them, the 
Delaneys won 6 3 The Delaneys 
throughout the match, were clearly 
the crowd’s favourite As usual, the 
favounlf laigft was Anand Amritraj 
whom the spectators loved to hate 

In retrospect you can only term 
this as “the b,. d luck toui nament” 
What could ha\^* been a tournament 
filled with good matclKs tuined out 
—as the tournament progressed—^to be 
very mediocre tennis The t-^nnis ball 
and the lights in courts also 

were factors (ontributing to the pooi 
quality of play The bills used were 
heavy and tended to puff up as the 
match progressed Tins called for a 
slower pare of the game A lot of 
playerSj by the end of the week, also 
complained of sore shoulders, trying 
to hit three ‘shot putts’ over the net 
The lights also were a little made 
quate They seemed to be focussed 
badly There were more lights in the 
centre of the couit than near the 
baseline 


It is a pity that despite the efforts 
of the organisers, things are not 
really as they should be They also 
seemed to be plagued with a little 
bad luck There is always a lot of 
talk especially after a tournament 
as to whether all this money is 
spent in vain — espenally when we 
can’t attract the really top players 
Cancelling the tournament is not the 
solution This and the Davis Cup 
matches are about the onh events 
that keep Indian tennis going I don’t 
think increasing the prize money 
from :t»50 000 to $75 000 is the onl\ 
solution to attract the players 

We should advertise our tourna 
ment more in the players* newspaper 
and have representatives from the 
Indian Grand Prix at a few tourna¬ 
ments in order to attract players to 
India Every other tournament does 
this 

The thing to do is to tackle the 
tournament as a business venture and 
not as a sports event After all, tennis 
is big business all over the world 


Sidelights 


W AS THE INDIAN OPEN TEN- 
nit Grand Prix n sneoaM 7 No, 
at ieaat if one is to (o liy the 
cnmda Hiat imne in ettM^noa at 
Dw omtfttt fh« atanda WUdi had 
a eaiMcity of S.00Q aeats orere not 
full on any isr. As a result at 
EMe. wo MStTA bad to put oat 
nnmeroiM Odvartiieinotits obout 
Ew availaUilitjr ol daibr tickets. 
If the people stayed anray it’s be¬ 
cause the fatre being iQwed out 
on Em tonrts was mediocre. A 
tm of the Jdayers not apply 
EiMiMBlvas mkaaOs. 


QOm OP THE 

m the awMlu 
Inpreawm was 
' tiie phorars who rep 
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kweie wdhttdty.sp. It ww o 
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« hsaor ranked imiwr. A fsw 
knew Enl iNr warf^ ^ 
the rtnt of me nttbdh 
tnatcM of ittfortn^ 
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Immmm aad 



, ^ hevo get 0 

^ itisgcaSgoty 
IWt CUgllMMdrfttMl^ all 

-* was^food 

atmoeamie. 

FilAlfGO BAl|T(»ml, THE 


jOnwd 

luttA iftoMli 

INffy y ii i lli t ftHf il 


Prbi 


saporvisor adio 
the Mep's In- 


Council to officiate at the toorua- 
ment and akose Job It ie to aeo 
tbat the players conduct dieiaael- 
ves pnmerly while on court and it 
necessary hue them, had a lot to 
tell our umpires. 

Among the things he omphosts- 
•d were that there shoald not be 
more than 30 seconds mm between 
tm aoccessive points. Mr. Barton- 
nl asked the umpires to use fbeir 
watches and if a player wants to 
aripe sweat from the radtet banoe 
he moat do it tvitbin SO seomida. 
Next Mr. Bartonni said he fonod 
that at the start of the match fhe 
umpires were talktaig too qmih. 
All that tvas needed was to in- 
troduoe the players and to say 
who had won um toss, it waa 
snperfinous to say everytinie tbat 
010 match should be of thM gets 
doration. tfe-breaker wul coom 
lido effect in die first two sots omy 
and baOs will be dianged oftsor so 
many i^mos. One pmiicnlar wn- 
Pire bad not undmtaod tUs tiB 
tbO last day. 

A MONO THE BdEASimSS MR. 
Z^Bartonni bad suggested, in Us 
porseoai capacity, to me orgwii* 
■era to improve the tonroament 
was to provide an excbishre 
tdayma* iottoge at the stadtom 
whne food and drinfc urns avaih 
able and to have on hdortnation 
oottdtor at the airport. Onito o 
few players bad a harrowtng time 
tatting into the dtg, 'Cook,** 
Sanders ssM. **Uiere are not 
enough practice courts. We had 
to ran to Bombay Gymkhana and 
CCI. Very often it would talce 
mo an hour to organise pracHos 
sessions.” 

W HEN WARWICK WAS PUR- 
posoly hitting balls out or Into 
the net In his match against Peter 


ERw. Mr, Bartminl radte te War> 
and oantloned uu that tf te , 
dM ate pid pre^ effiite Jm > 
gama. te weou te lhss4 ' 
tournament olBoialab vdisa asked 
wtetber key were jotog to report 
Wanddc^Tkigrac^h^ivim to 
tho IffiOnrc and ATP, alwinrs Im 
heveiThf pamiim toe hgck to the 
text man. Nctedy was sriMing 
te make a atogerkal stgtemm 
on hebaff of the committee. Why, 
OM partteulm oflkial even weui 
wound dhtrihuiteg pbotoiitekte to . 
Pressmen shoadng hisssan wittr 
•filte ninyuni. J 

fbinSo^ WEEK, THEBE / 
t/ was . an item in tte jmwik ? 

thma wttte, partklpatlaig at next 

(uA tehte me a t wouM Ete to 


\ 


ate that I am gbhtog. TlMt*i not 
Mr. I n^ yea. Temerrow. 
torn oO^jjli, to sate toes, wffl 

SA& WON taB 

ra^ Itee tte north* atted .as • | 

tetfi Lgh P«hP»< to ehesr nboat** 
gp 

Jdtes^^lhl? yen if you dont 
HAEESH MUNWANt 



DURAND CUP 

Mohun 
Bagan... 
once 
again 

Mohun Bagan continued 
their uninterrupted string 
of victories when they 
won the Durand Cup. 
needing only the Rovers to 
complete a "Grand Slam" 
of the IFA, Durand and 
Rovers for the second 
time. P K BANERJFE. 
with D. RAHUL, reports. 


Il/HEN I INVITED THE PRESI 
VV dent Ml Sanjeeva Rtddy, for 
the traditional group photogiapb after 
the Durand Cup unal on November 
29 at *lhe Arnbedkar Siadium, he 
ple£Lsantiy ^urpn+d me showing how 
keenly he toilowed the game. Mr 
Heddy said Last year, 1 had 
ihougM you would lose the final to 
1‘ast Bengal by one goal—and you 
con< (.ded thix-*' 1 his time you won 
by ont goal, but you deserved to win 
hy a bigger margin,' adding that 
Punicib Pobce, too, played well 

Tlie President was right Mohun 
Bagan won 1 0 but deserved to win 
by a nioie handsome margin But 
they have only themselves to blame 
Li nut gtUing moie goals They 
had at least three chances of the 
easy class and several other half 
chances But their finishing was not 
up to the rtiark Assessing their 
overall performance in the final, I 
thought they played only 60 per 
cent Of the game they did against 
Border Security Force But then, as 
they say, every day is not a Sunday. 
A team can't go on playing at the 
same high level all the time. 



One of the causes of the low-key 
li^rformance in the final was that 
the two Mohun Bagan wingers. Ma- 
nash Bhattacharjee anA Bkteh Boae, 
who played so splendidly in the 
Si mi hnai, were not the same In the 
uUimate battle of the tournament 
Man ash had the easiest chance of 
the match early in the game when 
Shyam Ihapd provided him with a 
lare defence splitting pass, but he 
went on to make a feeble shot 
straight to a grateful goal-keeper 
And yet,what a shot he bad made 
m the semi-final four days ago 

to get Mohun Bagan their first goal 
against BSF 

There was another reason for the 
low key performance Mohun Bagan 
were complacent A sense of urgen- 
o 111 the subconaous was not ha¬ 
ving a good effect on their p^or- 
mance When teams like Mohun Ba 
gan and Punjab Police clash in a 
final, psychology comes into play 
Punjab Police had everything to 
gain and nothing to lose. With Mo 
hun Bagan, the reverse was true 

Punjab Police started out wiih 
tne usual 4-4-2, which means they 
were going to depend on the stray 
move for snap, surprise goals In the 
initial stages, then plan clicked 
But gradually, as Mohun Bagan 
stepped up their game Punjab 
Pohee were under great strain 
to keep their midfield stability 
Right half Ravi is the only 'game 
maker' Punjab possess but today, 
With Prasun Banerjee moving 
up to keep Ravi under strict 
surveillance, the nolire playier was 
unable to make nis usual long pas 
scs across the field to the right 
winger 

The way the Calcutta champion 
were missing chances had begun to 
cause worry when suddenly came 
that magical moment early m the 
second half Mohun Bagan earned a 
free-kick outside the area, and Pra 
sun found a corner in the roof of the 
net with a grand drive whic^ left the 
players foiming the Punjab Police 
'wall' and goalkeeper Jhal- 
man stunned Mohun Bagan's ascen 
dency thereafter was seldom under 
question Compton Dutta and his col 
leagues in the defence never had 
an anxious moment In fact, goal 
keeper Shivaji Banerjee was* not se¬ 
riously tested at all. 

Shyam Thapa and Xavier Pins 
kept making their moves. But it was 
clear that Ihus was not his usual 
self when it came to taking the 
shots that matter They lacked fire 
He has been fighting shy of taking 
full blooded shots after the injury 
he sustained at Bahrain. 

The final, 1 am glad to say, was a 
cleanly fought match, the British re¬ 
feree Noel Butler, as in the semi 
final against the BSF, did a very*^ 
good job with the whistle. *rbe 
crowd gave him a big dieer when 
he came to receive bis cup from the 
President. He had won the confi¬ 
dence of player and partisan alike. 



Punjab Police cusiodtan Jhalman (v conftvnted by JCT forward ParmindeT^a foot as the loiter tnitses the baH 
The Police s^Ule won the semis 1-0 


Mohun Bagan won the final be 
fore a packed stadium, beating Pun¬ 
jab Police 10. It was their ninth 
victory in 14 ai^arances in the fi¬ 
nal rhe> lost five times. On the re¬ 
maining occasion, they shared this 
major Indian trophy with East Ben¬ 
gal. 

qXl THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF 
A a large number of their followers, 
JCT Mills, Phagwara. were not the 
same team in the semi-final clasli 
against Punjab Police. After their 
great showing against Mohun Bagan 
in the quarter-final league match 
earlier, JCT Mills had raised high 
expectations. Many had even thought 
they were.already as good as in the 
final, for they had given Punjab 
Pohce not much of a chance. 

JCT Mills themselves showed 
signs of complacency, as was evident 
from their display that dav in the 
semi-final Their football lacked the 
determination and the sense of 
urgency they had showed a^nst 
Mohun Bagan. They played as 
though they already had one foot in 
the final It was a sad mistake, this 
change of attitude. But these things 
are human failings. Football matches 
are won not in the mind alone. They 


have also to be won on that field of 
play. Tjbe adrenalin that flowed In 
the match against Mohun Bagan was 
not there when they played Puniab 
Police, 


To underrate your opponents is a 
mistake which is often fatal in com¬ 
petitive football. Punjab PoUoep after 
all, are not a side to be trifled Vith. 
They may not be a very mature team, 
but they are full of youth and aest 
They can be a very determined team 
when they are put to the te8t» as JCT 
Mills found to their cost In Ravi 
they have a very oompetent righ^ 
hatt and m Jagdev, a very good 
winger. In the middle. Bialhir stands 
out with his experience. It was 
Balbir who scored the all-important 

g oal agamst JCT Mills, And however 
ard JCT tried thereafter to neutra¬ 
lise the lead in the second half, they 
were unable to succeed. The stub¬ 
born Punjab Police defence was 
determined not to give JCT any 
diaiice. For, if once JCT could find 
a way to goal, would not have 
slopped there. They would have 
gone on to get more goals and win 
the match, not just save fbe'*day. 
That is what usually happens in sudi 
situations. 


There were other things that day 
which did not go in favour of JCT 
Mills, Against Mohun Bagan in the 
quarter-final they had the supp^ 
of the majority of the crowd. The 
sparsely populated stands in the 
semi-final against Punjab Police 
were divided in their loyalty. The 
roars that greeted the runs of right¬ 
winger Kashmira against Mohun 
Bagan were muted when he tried 
them against Punjab Pohce. By the 
way, here Is a youo^ winger who is 
showing mudi promise and needs to 
be watched. Parminder is another 
forward who is on the rise. In the 
JCT* defence, Sukhvinder Singh Is 
always a tower of strength and stabi¬ 
lity. 

And now to the other semi-final— 
the eagerly-awaited clash between 
Federation Cup champions Border 
Security Force and Mohun Bagan. 
This, in fact, was a showdown be¬ 
tween the two teams. Critics all 
over the country- had begun to ex¬ 
press the opinion that BSP were the 
best soccer team in the country. 
Mohun Bagan were determined to 
show in the Durand that this was 
not so. They had earlier beaten 
BSF 1-0 in the Gorkha Brigade Gold 
Cup at Darjeeling. This was their 
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opportunity to confirm that verdict. 
And they did it in a very handsome 
manner before the largest crowd 
thus far in the Durand. 

After their defeat at the hands of 
JCT Mills in the quarter-final league, 
Mohun Bagan had done well enough 
to outplay Rajasthan Police and get 
back some self-confidence without 
which nothing substantial can be 
achieved. But it was clear that they 
would have to improve their game 
considerably in order to beat BSF. 
This, happily, they did. They raised 
their game by 80 per cent to leave 
no doubt of their superiority over 
BSF. In fact, had they won by 
more than two goals, it would not 
have been flattering at all. 


Mohun Ba^an were determined 
not to allow BSF to have their way. 
True, they started imconvlndngly, 
but gradually they got going with 
short passes which BSF dfd not find 


to tliefr liking. Tactically also, 
Mohun Bagan were superior, 

In Narcndra Gurung, BSF have a 
very fine forward. He is very intelli¬ 
gent, falls back and moves sideways 
to cleverly position himself at a place 
where he gets hold of the loose ball 
from rebounds and tackles. The 
beautiful touch of his left foot, de¬ 
ception and feinting, all remind me 
of the great Puran Bahadur. Gurung 
was the man Mohun Bagan had to 
find a way to stop. I told Shyam Thapa 
to fall back a little to give **depth” 
to our midftled. The tactics paid. It 
enabled Goiitam Sarkar and Prasun 
Banerjee to keep Gurung on a tight 
leash. Gurung was given‘very little 
"rope”. Yet he did well to manage 
a couple of breakaways. 

Next to Gurung, Nand Kishore is 
BSF’s most dangerous forward. The 
duty to “battle" him was assigned to 
Shyamal Banerjee, and Shyamal per¬ 
formed it to perfection. Compton 
Dutta. Pradeop Choudhury and Su- 



32 Btde,s’h Bose (It) being rcnffratulated by his teammates after scoring 
Mohun Bagan*s second goal against BSF in the semis 


broto Bhattacharjee were left free to 
look after the remaining forwards. 

Now I must make the important 
mention of Bidesh Bose and Manash 
BhattadiarJee, the two Mohun Bagan 
wingers. Both played a superb game 
and eadi scored a great goaL Ma- 
nash's shot, which got Mohun Bagan 
their first goal, could not have been 
stopped by the world’s best goalkeep- 
er, Bidesh's goal straight from a 
comer kick by Goutam Sarkar was 
another beauty. He flicked the half 
straight into the net with the outside 
of his left foot — a thing only one 
other player can do. That pl^er is 
Narendra Gurung. 

When Bidesh is in full flight be 
can leave the best of defences help¬ 
lessly watching on. When both Bi¬ 
desh and Manash get going, defences 
fall back in a single line, and then 
one pass can fetch results. 

The good refereeing of the £ng- 
i lishman Noel Butler also made a 
tremendous difference to Mohun Ba¬ 
gan. His good handling of the game 
gave Mohun Bagan added confidence. 

llTHEN DELHI’S SEASON OF 
W big football ended with the Dur¬ 
and Cup final on November 29, the 
capital’s fans could not help feeling 
a sense of denial and deprivation at 
East Bengal's decision not to make 
their annual visit. In the DCM tour¬ 
nament, they were compensated by 
the participation from abroad. But 
they could not quite overcome their 
disappointment at not having seen 
East Bengal defending the Durand 
Cup they had so convincingly won 
last year when they beat their arch 
rivals Mohun Bagan in the final. Also 
conspicuous by their abscr^’i were 
the always-popular MoHammedaii 
Sporting. Whatever theii reasons for 
staying away, the Durand tournament 
was the poorer by the absence, of the 
two glamour teams from Calcutta. 

With the challenge from the eastern 
metropolis, also known as the coun¬ 
try’s football headquarters, whatever 
that means, thus reduced, Punjab as¬ 
serted their football power by plac¬ 
ing two teams from the State — 
Punjab Police and Jagatjit Cotton 
Textiles Mills — in the semi-finals. A 
third,Border Security Force — is 
also regarded by football fans as a 
team from the Punjab, though olfl- 
cers of the Force in the recent past 
have taken pains to correct such an 
impression. They cannot, however, 
deny that most of the BSF players 
belong to that State. 

When JCT Mills met Mohun Ba¬ 
gan in their Group II quarter-final 
kague match on Sunday, November 
18, a packed stadium saw what came 
to be described as the match of this 
year’s Durand. Inder Singh’s men from 
Phagwara have not been known to 
play such brilliant football as they 
produced that afternoon. Hitherto, 
many tended to describe JCT MiTls as 
a one-man team — the man being 
Inder Singh. But against Mohun Bag¬ 
an that day, every man played a roM‘ 



President Sanjeeva Rpddy giving the Durand Cup to captain Compton 
Dulia while other Mohuii Began players look on 


in no wav less important than that 
of their ageing captain and elder 
statesman. Parminder, stronger and 
better than before, (someone has 
prescribed the lad a weight^training 
exercise, perhaps) caught the eye in 
the attack. Not far behind were Kash> 
mira and Mahinder, the wingers. In 
the defence. Sukhvinder played a do¬ 
minating role which reminded one of 
the great Jarnail Singh. JCT’s victory 
through superb goals by Parminder 
and Kashmira was fully deserved. In 
fact, they deserved to win bv a murh 
bigger margin. 

In a game which was very etfiaent 
Iv supervised by Squardron Leader 
S. S. Hakim, son of the late coach 
Aahim. the Mohun Bagan attack wa$ 
totally bottled. Manash Bhattaebarjee 
and IJlaganathan, Shyam Thapa and 
Xavier Pius, all were made to look 
second raters as they struggled to 
find a way through. They ended the 
game frustrated by a defence mann 
ed by swift lacklers, quick to the ball, 
quick to recover and shrewd in their 
positional sense. Hakim’s strai|[htfor- 
ward. no-nonsense style of whistling 
must not been quite to the lik¬ 
ing of the Mohun Bagan players. Ha¬ 
kim was not at all pliant and left the 
stamp of hi« own personality on a 
match which provided the crowd with 
a memorable afternoon's entertain¬ 
ment Mohun bagan must have miss¬ 
ed their coach P. K. Banerjee that 
day “PK” could make H to New 
Delhi only two days after ihat defeat. 

This was JCT*s display in a 
long time, and Mohun Bagan were 
unlucky to have caught them in such 
an in\dncible mood. In many a discer¬ 
ning mind in the crowd that old nagg 
jng doubt cropped up again : Were 
not the glamour clubs of Calcutta 
overrated ? 

Tn their remaining group two mat- 
dies. JCT Mills beat Orkay 1-0, Par¬ 
minder being the scorer, and drew 
goalless with Rajasthan Police. 

As for Mohun Bagan, they were 
number two in their group, having 
beaten Orkay 1-0, the goal, 
by Ulaganathan, being nothing less 
than a gem, 

Orkay (two points) and Rajasthan 
Police (one point) were a disappoint¬ 
ment. Both teams lacked class. In the 
case of the pohoemen from Rajas¬ 
than. it was obvious that adeauate re¬ 
placements are not forthcoming in a 
State where the football administra¬ 
tion Is a divided house. Men like the 
gallant warriors, Magan Singh and 
Chain Singh, Megh Singh and Devi 
Singh, are not getting any younger. 
Nearly 15 years ago, V. P. •VIddi’ 
Suri now retired laid a healthy foun¬ 
dation for Rajasthan football by buil¬ 
ding a national championshi^vtoning 
itinior team. That foundation has 
worn out Where are Rajasthan's new 
generations of Junior footballers ? Is 
anybody there now caring to raise 
them on the dusty, sandy football 
pitches of the desert 7 

A fter their total eclipse 

by JCT Mills, Mohun Bagan, in 
the inspiring presence of 'TfC", did 


well to beat Raja&thaa Police 3-0. In 
their characteristic do-or-die efforts, 
often bordering on the suidda), the 
policemen from Rajasthan provided 
many a comic moment. Their goal¬ 
keeper, Nasir, charged out so fre¬ 
quently that a barracker once invit 
ed him to take a free kick 20 yards 
from the Mohun Bagan goal. The way 
the Rajasthanic kept punting the ball, 
one more serious student of the game 
was prompted to ask if in that State 
they selected their football teams by 
the length of the players’ kicks. Bui 
jokes apart, although Mohun Bagan 
managed to raise their morale before 
their entry into the semi-Hnals. one 
felt that they would have to raise their 
game by at least 75 per cent to stand 
any chance of beating the tough BSF. 
Bidesh Bose, coming in place of Ula¬ 
ganathan, had had a good match 
against Rajasthan Police. Now, if only 
some others could show the same dash 
and enterprise . 

In Group I. Border Security Force, 
loint winners in October of the 
DCM trophy, were supreme. The 
highlight of the six matches in this 
group was the second half of BSP's 
game with Indian Telephone Indus¬ 
tries, Bangalore Till Narendra Guru- 
ng sparked the match to life in a sec¬ 
ond half BSF blitz, the football had 
been qir'te mediocre — hardl^ in kee¬ 
ping yvlfk the reputation of the teams 
as present and oast champions, res¬ 
pectively, of the Federation Cup tour^ 
nament. 

Eleven minutes into the second 
half, Gurung, in a sudden burst of 
combustion, began a sprint from near 
the midway line to score a goal whidi 
was the result of a fantastic solo 
effort. Gtlning feinted and swerved 
and leaped over flailing legs till he 
had beaten his pursuers with sheer 
controlled speed, and he endtd the 
great run bv coolly slotting the ball 
into a chosen spot (n the net. Both 
BSF and ITI were changed teams 
thereafter. 

But while BSF had improved be¬ 
yond recognition, ITT were clearly de 
moralised. Gurung scored another 


spectacular goal with a left-footed 
volley from 20 yards and 'made’ yet 
another for veteran Nazar Singh on 
the left-wing. Even full-back Surin- 
der Singh was inspired to make a 
sortie on his own and score a goal. 
one-sided did the game now become 
that even a four-goal margin flatter¬ 
ed m. No one cared to remember 
the penalty wasted bv Rajasekhar in 
the first half. 

Football at the higher level re¬ 
quires guts besides actual playing 
ability. Guts is something ITl do nor 
possess. But It IS a commodity avail¬ 
able in plenty in the BSF footballers. 
It is this which makes them elide as a 
team. Individually, they have 

no ‘star’ except Narendra Gurung. 
Built strongly like any other of his 
race, this Gorkha footballer reminds 
one of the days of the great Col 
Puran Bahadur Thapa. Gurung has 
something like Puran Bahadur’s ball 
control and the speed of Amar Baha¬ 
dur and Shyam Thapa at their fast¬ 
est. His display against ITT was aome 
thing to remember the Durand by in 
fireside chats in colder days ahead. 
Keep looking for this voung. dashing 
Gorkha. 

Mafatlal Sports Club, Bombay, are 
ono of the more popular teams to 
visit Delhi in the winter. They play 
an attractive sprightly style of soccer 
and many of their play^s in their 
younger days were a frequent sight 
on Delhi's grounds. Those were the 
days when the Bawats and the Tint' 
pas turned out for their regimental 
or garrison teams. When they were 
acquired by Mafatlal, Delhi’s football 
fans redprocated by 'adopting* the 
Bombay team as one of their own. 
However, well as he played, Bhupen 
dra Rawat, with middle-aged flesh 
accumulated on his hips and onci'- 
swift legs, was no longer the elusive 
customer of old. Unlike those old 
days, yojinger defenders could now 
turn round and sprint to catch up 
wnh him. Time also has blunted th* 
edge of some other players, indud- 
tng one says, not without some sad¬ 
ness, Shyam Thapa cf Mohun Bagan, 
once a young teammate of the Ravrats 
and Thapas. 
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The secret is Jabakusum. 

I am regularly using it. In fact. I am more 
than convinced that oil is a must for healthy 
and lovely hair. It's just that I prefer using it 
before going to bed. A little Jabakusum every 
night keeps my hair healthy and gives me 
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Sportspeople 


Noel Butler sets 
example 

T he pleasures of any game, 

espeaally a game of football, in¬ 
crease under good supervision* The 
wav Noel Butler supervised the 
Mohun Bagan-BSF Durand semi 
final was an obiect lesson In the art 
of football refereeing The English 
visitor’s mobility was striking. No¬ 
body could miss how he kept pace 
with the game. He was only a shade 
slower than Bidesh Bose of Mobun 
Bagan on the one hand and Narendra 
Gurung on the other. Poised and 
alert, he gave his decisions promptly 
and confidently and never allowed the 
game to be halted longer than was 
necessary by players making too 
much of their injuries, whidb, sur- 

S riaingly, vanished the moment But- 
sr got on with the game. Not that 
Butler was beyond error. The, point 
It hfa mobility enabled him to posi¬ 
tion himself where the possibility of 
a mistake was minimum. 


BhUu poiniaiQ to the penalty spot 
CL \ciier Pvus wntheis m vain 



Old Butler have any idea how 
much he ran during a football match? 
"‘No, but it is bebeved active referee^ 
run about 5 1/2 miles during a 
match.’* Only a very fit man could 
do the amount of running Butler did 
in a match Vet, when Butler super¬ 
vised the semi-final he was not in 
training ‘T hope to put m some train¬ 
ing in the next two oj three days/* 
be said in anticipation of the final 

An employee of Gimdlays Bank, 
Butler is now m India on an auditing 
tour. Before coming to Delhi, he 
had supervised a few matches In the 
Harwood League at Bombay. When 
the Durand authorities came to know 
about him, they invited him to re¬ 
feree the Mohun Bagan-BSF semi¬ 
final After actually seeing him per 
form, they requested his bank to 
extend his stay in the capital by a 
few days in order to enable them to 
invite him to the final also 

At 50, Butler has already had about 
15 years experience of refereeing. 
The most important matches he had 
supervised in England were the 
London County final and the Oxfor<h 
Cambridge match at Wembley 
Stadium 

Butler liked the atmosphere he 
mpervised in at the Durand—the 
players, the football they played, and 
the crowds who watched it all 

Many years ago. the stock of the 
Delhi football referee was very high. 
He had inherited a tradition wfai^ 
was built up when English referees 
like Mator tipfold and Sanders were 
part and parcel of Delhi’s football 
scene. With the superannuation of 
men like K. G Kakar. S R. Bhatta 
charya, Trilok Lau and B. S ^au 
ban it is all now. alas, a thing of 
the past. 

Btanchflower quits 
again 

rvAiVNY BLANCHFLOWER RESIG 
^ ned as Northern Ireland’s mana¬ 
ger after his team’s final European 
Championship game against Eire in 
Belfast yesterd^ 

Blanchflower saw Tottenham's 
Gerrv Armstrong head a 54th minute 
Winner, to hft Northern Ireland into 
second place in Group One, and made 
the announcement at the post match 
conference 

Blanchfiowcr, 55, felt a younger 
man should take over to guide Nor 
them Ireland through the World Cup 
qualifiers. 

He said. “I feel this is the right 
time to go f vvould rather leave a 
little too early than too late 

•T have not been forced out. Peo 
pie tell me there has been criticism, 
but I know that conics from tbe 
environment.’* 

Blanchflower. who earlier this 
season resigned from the manager’s 


All 

coming 
to India 


y^U&AMUBD AU ymJL be 
amiat India next yedr 
awt ia dxpected to aen t}ie Re* 

K ' “ : Day celebrations in New 
Mm H b going to be 
rimage to toe labd 
Oi^bi 

violence, two tblofe «o 
to bis heart. For the | _ 

India it will be K tare onportnn^ 
for a rlng-oide view of “the 
greatest”. 


a kind of pil 
of Mafbatma 


Md noitii 


According to the tentative 
schedule threetiines world boxing 
diampion AH abonM be id New 
Delbi on January 2h, next. Hts 
next stop will be Bombay before 
he coittes to Calcutta either on 
February 2 or S. He Wjilt be to 
the country for about two weeks 
and then fly back to the USA. 
While in India, he may make a 
quick trip to Nepal. 

Alfa trip is being sponsored by 
London-based In^an industrtalisi 
SwaraJ Paul, another businessman 
Omer Ahmed, and writer Reg 
Massey. In India, he will be took- 
ed after by Surrendra Paul, a Cal 
cutta industrialist'. 

The dtamp’s entourage of five 
or six persons will include a couple 
of hoxers with whom be 'wfU trwle 
punches at exblfatdoo bouts in sU 
the three dties which he will be 
visiting. Apart from this, be will 
also make a few appearances to 

S romotB his crusade against rada 
sm. According to one of the pro* 
moters of bis trip, one teasmi why 
All has agreed to visit India is to 
show his appreciation of India’s 
fight against tadatttm. 


When asked, Surrendra Paul 
told SPORTSWCttMH); "Yes. be b 
coming”. He added that a tenta* 
five sdiedttle for the visit has also 
been worked out "There may her a 
tew minor diMiges in the final 
ittatoraty but the broad feafturns 
would Be akmg the lines of the 
sdiednie thnt hM already been 
drawn vp,'* he sadd, 


job at Chelsea, added *T am not 
going out feeling 1 owe anybody 
There are other reasons—^I’m not 
getting any younger, I am missing 
a lot of golf and I want to part as 
Wends." 


Blanchflower, capped 56 times, sne 
ceeded Dave Clements as manager 
m October, 1976, and since then the 
side has won six out of 24 matches. 
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4lic Bullworker 
challenge 


If within 14 days-no results... 




don’t pay! 

Prove IT to yourself at our expense 

A good physique is of vital 
importance in today s competitive 
world It gives you a personality — 
enhances your confidence 

Here's something that really 
works—the Buliworkerl It s 
guaranteed to improve your 
physique four times faster than 
other conventional methods 
Without stress and strain loo 

Try III You have nothing to lose 
and everything to gam If there s 
no difference in 14 days 
don t pay» 



MAIL ORDER SALES PVT. LTD., 

15. Mathew Road, Near Opera House, 
Bombay 400 004 



FOR FRF£ DETAILS ON BULLWORKER 
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY' 


MAH ORDER SALES PVT LTD gWC"-/ 
(Oidci Otpt f3^N) Mchu Mahal 
IS Mathew Read ^mbay 400 004 
Pleasp send me my FREE illustrated brochure 
with action photos documentation and 
full details about the BULLWORKER training 
programme by return mad 

Name --- 

Address_ 


Signature_ 1 

AVAIUBLE AT UADING STORES 

AND OUR SHOWROOM ^ 
AT AROVC ADDRESS 
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News round-up. 


Ajit Pal, Ashok in, 
Surjit captain 

MADRAS: Ending prolonged 

speculation, the Indian Hockey 
Federation announced Surjit Singh 
of Indian Airlines captain of the 
Indian hockey team for the 
Champions Cup at Karachi and the 
Heno Frank international meet at 
Calcutta in January, 1980. Among 
the 22 players chosen for the 
coaching camp at Jullundur from 
December 6 is former captain Ajitpal 
Singh, who had been recalhxi after 
three years. Veteran Olympian Ashok 
Kumar hats also been inclined in the 
squad as lu' had, in a telegram to 
the IHF, indicated his interest in 
assisting the national side. The THF 
secietaiy, Mr M Dayanand, said: 
“The final selection of the team 
would made at the executive 
meeting on December 18*\ adding, 
‘‘nobo^v who does not icport to 
the (amp will be c'onsidered for 
,s(‘lection ’ He further stated that 
“Mr Jhamanlal Sharma will be the 
roach and Mr Iiider Singh, honorary 
seirotary ot the Punjab Hockey 
Association, the manager of the 
team. Jharnanlal Sharma v/ill be 
The chief coach at Jullundur, 
assisted by Ihlhaia Singh and 
I>'shtnuthu” 

The squad for the camp Ls; Alan 
ShoofioKL Arvind Chhabra, M. R. 
Negi Surjit Singh (capt.), Dung 
Dung, Dcivinder Singh, Vinit Kumar, 
Rajinder Singh, Ravinder Pal Singh. 
Ajitpal Singh, Bhaskaran, Pravin 
Kumar,* Gurmail Singh, V. J. Philips 
Merwvn Fernandez, S S. Grewal, 
Surinder Singh Sodhi, Zaifar IqbaK 
Charanjit Kumar, Mohammed 
Shaidh, Ashok Kumar and 
Mohammed Yusuf. 

Marathon ace 

CHANDIGARH : If there was 
anything worth mentioning about 
the recently-concluded Western 
Command athletics meet at Ambala 
it was the marathon event, in which 
a 26-year-old havildar of the Sikh 
infantry caused a stir by ^killing 
two birds with one stone*. Mula 
SioKh clipped off 2 min. 1.4 sec. to 
break Shivnath Singh’s national 
mark which he set at last year’s 
All India Athletics Meet at 
Jullundur. 

Mula Singh’s timing of 2 hr. 9 xnfn. 
58 sec. was even better than the 
Asian record of 2 hr. J5 min. 52.4 
acc. His unique effort was Just 2.1 
seconds less than the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics record (2 hr. 9 min. 55,9 
•ec). 

Apart from this tremendous 
achievement by the infantryman, 
four others bettered the existing 
Western Command records. 

SATISH KUMAR 


McENROE ON TOP 



ISi UMBER ONE .ATnencan John 

McLrirof^s r^rrmt triumph ot Wem- 
bl<nf (Li/7ul(m) in the Bemon and 
H(*dqes Giand Prir (n^tnr rom 
pairnn Harold SoUrmon enablfd 
hrw to kriiM'k out world No. 1 
plourr Bfom Borg of Sweden into 
second slot on p(Anis, The New 
York lenms ace has arcumubited 
points' -17 more than Borg, 
fhrtnrr Mr Fringe with the 

Benson and llcdqis trophy 


Giant-killing champion 

COLOMBO : He was the dark horse 
of the 16 cueists vying tor the World 
Billiard^) title. It was a rare 
achievement, a glorious campaign. 
That was Malta’s education 
department messengei Paul Mifsud, 
the killer of giants In the recently- 
concluded World Amateur Billiards 
Championship here, beating 
England's No. 1 and twice world 
champion Norman Daglev 2,943 
points to 2,152 in the finals. For the 
Maltese snooker expert it was sweet 
revenge, as Daglev had earlier 
beaten him in a Group *B' match. 

The final saw Mifsud lakirig the 
initiative from the start and 
ultimately felling the last giant, | 

I 

Earlier, in the semi-finals, the | 

33-ycar-old Maltese created the i 

greatest sensation, dethroning 
reigning champion Michael Ferreira 
2,489 to 1,856. For the Indian wizard 
it wa.s definitely a big shock because 
he was the only unbeaten player in 
the round robin in both groups 
even putting aside Sri Lankan 
M. Lafir in the last encounter 1537- 
1097 (Lafir, too, lost his semis 
against Daglcy). Ferreira displayed 
his tremendous appetite for big 
scores, as was evident in his round 
robin match against Sri Lankan 
Mohideen 2,645-587. But somehow 
that touch of the wizard was missing 
against Mifsud, who was the least 
concerned playing against a cueist 
of great reputation. There was a lot 1 


of elegenc'e and style in his tussle 
with Ferreira. 

Before his c'ontrontatiou with the 
maestro, Mifsud surpiisingly had an 
easy victory over India’s No. 2 
Subhas Agarwdl. who was close on 
his heels, for a berth in the semis. 
After Agaiwal, it wa‘x rverlon 
(Daglev also boat him) Mifsud beat 
in a hot contest, giving him a berth 
In the semis with a bolter aggregate 
•than Agarwal. There was vet another 
sensational upset when, in Group ’A', 
Lafir lost narrowly 1321-1421 to 
Australian Bill Barrie 

However, cueist Agarwal has 
shown vast iinprovcinrnt from his 
display in the la.st Nationals in 
Calcutta. His round robin campaigns 
were sui>erb His l>^st wa*- against 
Canadian Edward Fisher whom he 
thrashed 2,907-545 and set up two 
records m the toinnament AgarwaFs 
score was the highest aggregate, foi 
anv match, making twelve century 
breaks, which equals Michael 
Ferreira's. Finalist Daglev also had 
a very easy win over the Canadian 
2,322412. 


Betting ... Indian style 

INDORE: Betting on a player 
or a team's victory or defeat 
an universal phenomenon and is 
nothing new. But it’s hard to 
beat the lively imagination of an 
Indian as far as bettjng la 
concerned. And cricket, seems to 
be the most popular with those 
attuned to gambling. 

During the Australian series 
iust concluded^ Sunil Gavaskar 
was the cynosure of alt eyes in 
the gamblers^ den. The heaviest 
atake was not over his century* 
Because, a century by Sutmy In ^ 
the home series was taken almost 
for granted. The bet, or ^satta* 
as they call it, was 10 to 1 if 
8um! got out for less than SO in 
each innings. And it was here that 
the laat series proved a boon lor \ 
the Tfetters* and sounded the 
death-knell for the 'takers'. jBut 
the funniest thing was the 
rumours that spread like wUcLflre 
when Sunny failed in both the 
innings at Calcutta. Takers* 
began accusing Sunil of a secret 
deal with some unknown people 
who had wanted to put on heavy 
stakes for his failure in both 
innings. For the Pakistan tour, 
the latest is — in which Test 
centre will Sunil compete his 
23rd Test century? 

But the point is. won't such 
kind of bettings have an adverse 
effect on most of our players 
who are absolutely Ignorant and 
innocent about the heavy stakes 
bidng put on them? Will the 
Covernment take some positive 
action against this nation-wide 
betting, whidh is unbealthy and 
harmful for the pla,vers? 

MOHANty 




Hews letter from Austrelia 


Damp squib 

FOR A CRICKEl' SEASON THAT 
wii« to have moire bangs than a Are 
cracker with ten wicks, the Austraban 
summer is so iar the proverbial 
damp squib. 

Well, with one exception — the 
West Indies, beaten by Austraba in 
the first Denson and Hedges World 
Series knock-out night game, manage 
ed to wreck their dressing room after 
And one West Indian was seen by 
the huge television audience to land a 
pretty fair backhander on a fan who 
infringed on the Sydney Cricket 
Ground alter the game. But more 
later . 


Bad programming 

THERE IS A FEELING OF ANTI- 
climax with the first Test teams 
chosen. The traditional build-up, with 
• touring side starting its itinerary 
la the west and moving to the east 


to play New South Wales and Queens¬ 
land is missing. Tlie West Indies 
played a country team in Victoria, 
South Australia in a three-day game 
no^ four, and then a weak invitation 
team in Tasmania. England played 
two one-day games against New¬ 
castle, a second eleven combination, 
then Combined Universities in a foui- 
dav game. And tbev had a three-dav 
hit-out against Queensland—but let's 
face itj baldly the sort of rough, 
tough practice an international side 
needs to adiust to strange conditions 
Altogether, a poor niece of program 
ming by the Australian Cricket l^ard 

THE AUSTRALIANS ON THE 
other hand have had every chance to 
develop their foim for the triangular 
series with England and the West 
Indies. The Sheffield Shield is well 
started and before the first Test the 
one-day knock-out competition, the 
McDonalds Cup, was completed that 
was won by Victoria, captained by 
Graham Yallop. from New South 
Wales, captained by Rick McCosker 


The scores were NSW 198 for 8 off 50 
overs and Victori«i 199 for 6 off 47.4 
overs. 


Bitter rivalry 

NSW VERSUS VICTORIA GAMES 
are always bitter affairs — and this 
was no exception. Yallop won the 
toss and sent NSW in on a d^tnip 
Melbourne Cricket Ground pitch that 
gave 'big* Max Walker*^ swing and 
seam every help — he got 1 for 10 
off 10 overs. 

And the star with the bat for NSW 
was none other than that fading hero 
Doug Walters, with an unbeaten 59 
In which he played square-cuts and 
pulls the fans remember so well Ian 
Chappell said at the start of the sea 
son Walters would embarrass his 
critics who regard him as finished 
.Still, Just to vary the well worn ’one 
swallow doesn't make a summer' 
nor does one innings. 

WALTERS. THOUGH, SHOWED 
an aggressive streak none of us 
thought the mild mannered middle 
order man had. He was bowling down 
his medium-pace tiundlers when Tie- 
vor Laughlin, the Victorian all 
roundel, advanced down the pitch 
before Walters let the ball go Wal¬ 
ters stopped, and threw the ball at 
Laughlln's slumps Tlie square-leg 
umpire no-balled Walters for throw 
fng at the same time as the other 
umpire called 'dead ball* 

BUT THE REAL BITTERNESS 
began when Victoria were batting 
When Victoria were 49 for no loss 
Yallop clearly edged a ball from 
Gary Gilmour to Hilditch at fiist 
slip who threw it up A clean catch. 
Amazingly, Yallop did not walk and 
even more amazingly, the Victorian 
umpire said: ‘Not out*. NSW wore 
flabbergasted as they were again 
when Victoria, having lost three 
quick wickets, had alt their win 
hopes on Richie Robinson. Robinson, 
facing Lawson, aimed an off drive. 
The ball went to Rixon, the 'keeper. 
There was a huge appeal as Robin¬ 
son set off for a single. That's how 
confident he was he*d hit the ball. 
Again, the same Victorian umoire 
said: ‘Not out*. McCosker was resign¬ 
ed: "T don't talk about umpiring de¬ 
cisions" So ril sav it for him—-NSW 
were rob^d. 


Whining Pommies 

ALL THE BUILD-UP TO THE 
Tests has been exclusively England’s 
— not their form which, at best, has 
been ordinary, but their whining 
which has been first class. And at 
every hurdle the English have raised, 
the Australian Board has fallen to 
Its knees and begged forgiveness. 








Fielditig circles, that worthwhile in* 
novation from World Series, have 
been scrapped, 

THAT MEANS IN THE ONE DAY/ 
ninht knocK-out games the captains 
can have every man on the boundary 
from the start if they like. And they 
knocked back the use of the white 
ball in any games other than night 
ames. And they knocked badk hefty 
nes on teams for slow over rates. And 
then we had the headline — 'Brearley 
cold on fixture’. He was referring to 
the game against the Combined 
Universities, a four-day fixture on 
that pleasant batting wicket at Ade¬ 
laide Oval. 

WHOOPS . ON THE FIRST DAY 

England were all out for 179, rolled 
by a rookie leg-spinner from Sydney’s 
University of NSW, Geoff Kirk¬ 
wood, who got 5 for 52. More red 
faces to come, though. It was reveal¬ 
ed at the end of the day that Kirk¬ 
wood. who plays in the Sydney first 
grade competition, hasn’t taken a 
wicket at that standard all summer. 
Then on the third day Geoff Boycott, 
trying to hook another young Sydney 


Greg Chappell—winning innings 




‘Jeff Thomson—stUl having trouble 
with a sprained anfde 


first grader. Peter Clough, was hit 
behind the ear and had to go to hos¬ 
pital. Then on the last day they 
couldn't get out another Sydney first 
grader, batsman Dirk Wcllham, who 
got 95 and gave the Unis a draw. 


Violence and more 

THE BENSON AND HEDGES 
World Series Cup between England, 
West Indies and the Aussies was a 
a colourful affair. The umpires wore 
black with burnt orange coats, the 
Australian.s wore yellow caps, green 
and yellow epaulets and green and 
yellow stripes on the ^irts and 
trousers. Rod Marsh, like the rest, 
wore yellow pads — but his were cut 
at the knee for ease of movement. 
The West Indies wore maroon and 
•fiver in the green and yellow style, 
maroon pads. England — they wore 
blue pads. only. 

AUSTRAUA WON THE CRIC- 
ket, the West Indies won the wrath 
of cricket fans. Batting first they 
were held to 193 mainly by Lcii 
Pascoe (4 for 29) and surprisingly, 
Allan Border’s spin (3 for 
Kallicharran was best — 49. 

Australia were quickly m trouble 
bringing Chappell, captain of Aus¬ 
tralia again, to fight for victory. 


Second ball, the West Indies went up 
for a catch behind — it was dis¬ 
allowed. Later, a strong leg before 
off Richards was turned down. The 
West Indies reacted, as they so often 
do, impetuously. When it was all 
over and Chappell was 74 not out, 
one West Indian slapped a fan to the 
ground as he ran from the field. 
Fair enough — the cricket authori¬ 
ties here really should stop fans in¬ 
vading the pitch. But sadly. the 
West Indians saw fit to rip their 
dressing room door from the hinges. 

MUCH PRAISE WAS HEAPED 
upon Greg Chappell for his winning 
Innings. In all the applause they for¬ 
got Kim Hughes (52), the deposed 
Australian captain, who strode to 
the wicket and upstaged his captain 
with a superb show of driving and 
deft placement. What an improved 
player this boy is — thanks to India. 
Be hit Richards fbr one mighty six 
high over mid-wicket and into the 
vast 20,<)<)0 crowd on the famed SCO 
hill. 


Briefly 

JEFF THOMSON IS HAVING 
terrible trouble with a sprained ankle 
which made him drop from the one- 
day game: England’s Bob Willis has 
hardly bowled a ball ail tour — pro¬ 
bably saving him up for the Tests. 

but . will he remember how to 

bowl? Alan Hurst, the fiery Austra¬ 
lian paceman who had to come home 
early from India with a bad back, 
had decided he may play again after 
consulting a specialist: Mike Hen¬ 
drik is now unlikely to play any 



Hendrick —bod type shoulder injury. 


real part in the England series chal¬ 
lenge because of a shoulder injury 
similar to one that ended Richie 
Benaud’s career: Ross Edwards beat 
Doug Walters in the tussle for the 
NSW captaincy left vacant by Rick 
McCosker’s Test selection: and Kerry 
Packer watchers will be interested 
to know he is now showing great 

interest in soccer . Perhaps the 

Indian national team would consider 
a trip to Australia for a few matches 
under those controversial SCG lights. 
For a fee of course . 
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,Ju em^eettonery 
maa^ieture. 

Our splendid innings in 
Confectioney manufacture, spread 
over 25 years, has produced a 
delightful variety of sweets and 
toffees: Nutrine Super Range and 
Eclairs 

An innings made memorable by 
your good taste and faith in us 

NUTRINE CONFECTIONERY CO LTD 

Palamaner Road Chittoor 51 7 002 



a terrific 
s treat in every 
(nu^^nne) sweet • 




CASNC SOB 78 
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ACROSS 

} The break of a few fplnutes at the 
middle of a football or hockey 
match (4, 4) 

5 G B —, Australian squash rackets 
player (4) 

0 To attack from behind (3) 

10 In sailing, a command Jo lift or pull 
together (5) 

11 The Isthmian, Nemean, Olympic 
and Pythian are 'ancient -- Games 

1? ^ ^junior Is certainly — for senior 
events (6) 

15 Yasai-gu, Turkish wrestler who was 
the outstanding winner in the 1943 
Olympics (2) 

16 Sir Mathew Bus—, Association 
footballer for Manchester City. 
Liverpool and Scotland (2) 

18 — City, where the 1968 Olympic 
Games were held (6) 

19 A natural aptitude (5) 

21 Fish with hook and bait (5) 

23 Indian Standard Time (abbr.) 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

24 A skein of yarn or small line (4) 

25 A kind of carrier pigeon (3) 

DOWN 

1 One which Is played In your own 
ground (4, 4) 

2 -Wicket is one way of getting 

out In cricket (3, 6) 

3 Man's turn at the helm, usually 
two hours (5) 

4 Place with moorings for pleasure* 
yachts, etc. (6) 

6 United States of Amenca (abbr.) 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

7 Marks aimed at in quoits, bowls, or 
curling (4) 

8 A game like hockey (6) 

13 School for exercises devised to 
strengthen the body (9) 

14 Robert —. Association footballer 
for Manchester United and England 
( 6 ) 

15 A club used in qolf to propel the 
bail from the teeina-pround (6) 

17 A bullfighter on foot (6) 


19 Hits to the boundaries fetch these 
to the batsman's score ( 5 ) 

20 A heavy blow (4) 

22 Member of shootlng-pariy ( 3 ) 

(Solutions next week) 



S. N. Bora. Jorhat 

Q ; What is the Test bowling record 
of Colin Croft 7 

A : In seven Tests, Croft has taken 
42 wickets at 20 14 a piece. 


Kaushik Baeu. Calcutta. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of Bill Ponsford 

A: In 29 Tests. Ponsford scored 
2,122 runs an average of 48.22. He 
hit seven Test centuries. 


Devendira S. Jamal, Uttar KasM. 

Q : Who Is the 1st Indian batsman 
to score a Test century abroad ? 

A : S Mustaq All — 112 in the 
2nd Test at Old Tiafford m 1936. 


Safbal Roy. Durgapur. 

O : When did Pankaj Roy make his 
Test debut and what were his scores 
in his debut 7 

A: P Roy made his Test debut vs 
England in the 1 st Test at New Delhi 
in 1951-52 He scored 12 In the only 
innings he played 


K. Mitra. Calcutta. 

Q : Who IS the first Indian batsman 
to scoie a double centu «7 in Tests ? 

A ; PR Umngar — 223 vs New 
Zealand m the 1 st lest at Hyderabad 


1955-66. 

G. Ravindar, Hanamiconda. 

Q : When, where and against 
whom did Ghavrl make his Test 
debut ? 

A: Ghavrl made his Test debut vs 
West Indies in the 3rd Test at Calcutta 
In 1974-75 

& K. KanolW. CalcuHa. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of Richie Bonaud 7 
A: In 63 Tests, R Benaud scored 
2,201 runs at an average of 24.46 He* 
hit three Test centuries 


(SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 391 



Amliablia Daa MunaKI, New Delhi. 

Q: What la the Test batting record 
of former England captain Anthony 
Lewis 7 

A; In nine Tests, Tony Lewis 
scored 447 runs at an avearge of 31.93 
Ho hit one Test century. 

Aehhn Mitre, Jamshedpur. 

Q : What Is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of E. A S. Prasanna 7 
A: In 49 Tests, Prasanna took 109 
wickets at 30.36 a piece. 

Samir Dae, JoHiat 

Q: When did Surinder Amarnath 
score his Ist Test century? 

A: S. Amarnath scored his Ist 
Test century on his Test debut it 
was 124 vs New Zealand In the 1st 
Test at Auckland In 1976. 



QUESTIONS 


1 Who holds the record for most 
runs In a Test 7 

2 Who Is the hrst We^t Indian play¬ 
er to score a hundred on his Test 
debut ? 

3. What is the record for extras for 
a Test Innings ? 

4 Which was the only Teat when a 
team used eleven bowlers in an 
Innings 7 

5. Who IS the last man to gel a 
wicket with hla first ball in Test 
cricket 7 

6 Who holds the record for most 
sixers In a Test innings ? 

7 Lala Amarnath kept wickets m a 
Test. Wheri ? 

8 What is the record for calls (or 'no¬ 
balls' in a Test? 

9. What IS the record for l.bw, in a 
Test innings 7 

10 Who was the first Indian to take 
nine wickets in a Test innings 7 

ANSWERS 
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J Bridge 



I also cards in deff nt p tir»» usually playp I 
wdK thp idpa tor'ilinq di’c larc r somr - 
timps suv rpssfiilly sjrnchme, not (\ 
<asion.iHy, however you ran u-e thetn 
to holp partnn hgr i xarnp'r d yoi'» 
parlfiM loads \ Inw ra'd dgciinst 3N‘ 
rn a suit where yuu hritd 0 J 10 it may 
pdy to play Inr I m k r ither ft» .n the 
obvious 10 11'I niay gai i if the suit i. 
divided, sly Moitli‘)t) Msl 0 J 10, Smi'h 
K 5 2 West A a / -1 1 
After the loses to Ihe K'ng. your 

partner knows tt'ut eithoi you hold t^e 
Oueen or tnat dfcla'tir still holds 0 n"* 
ana in either case he safely lead a 
low card next time he gets m But if you 
play the correct' ._ard th^ 10 on th( 
first IfK k your partner may plai v dec 
with K 0 X and make a disastrous switch 
instead of continuing the sud 
Seo if you c an spot the helpful false card 
on the followif’ig part score defence 
4 0 a 7 4 
^ (J10 5 
0 A03 
4664 

A H c’ 

K 4 
10 7.’ 

0 10 7 J? 

4 0.10 
V; A98 / i 
0 OS 4 
4 K J 

North dealt with fcasr*West grime and 
South ended m two hearts West led 
43 to Ills partners Aco and a club 
came bark to declarer s King Scnith 
followed with Ace and another trump 
and ruffed West's club conlirMiatlon 
At this point Soulh was reluctant to draw 
the last trump as he still had 4 A and 
4 K to drive out and was ahai i of further 
I lub leads Ht therelore led 4 0 from 
hand Wpst won and swil^hc'd to a low 
diamond, dummy played low and Cast 
won with Itip Jack At thi. point Cast 
could see the winning defence Ail lie 
had lo do was pul his partner in with 
4 A after which a further c luh lead 
would pfomoto a hick tor v J So Ldsf 
led a spade to West’s Ace But tne 
icture was far from clear to Wot I and 
e lod another liiamond Declarer won m 
dumn^ casliod 4 h and entered dun my 
with 0 to '"ash the long sp-idi an I 
d'seard his loa.ig diamond 
We'^t migh^ have got the deterire ng^ t 
cut can you >i'e how fast minhl h.ue 




helped? If he wins If o fn 1 dnrnu^'C’ 
lead with the f mg mstc "d of tfu J n k 
ht‘ r^iakts it c I ir !<» hi. pruhier Ht ai 
there i, r (j tiituio in ai ott Ci cii in rnd 
U a j 

la I w* i k s c^ui^' at I /f ill South hold . 
4 A K 0 <.V b 4 d <J> ti 7 4 4 K Q 10 1 
North deals and c pc ns one club to leave 
South with a nitfirult t^id In sprte ol 
' pide':. being t igtn r lar k ng than clubs 
cu uilly a dang<^r ig i if a plavm c »ri 
trmnlatrs responding i) j force c ^ c) 
,u 1) I w uid 1 ply line .ua le No matter 
how rnnny p idos padotr bid*^ Soutli 
V in go back to dul 5 witli i jun p. to 
make it clear where t is inffnton> ic 
this wc(*k' gui/ at gaoK all 'ziouth 
t' jids 4 b 4 f 2 A K C A ) 4 A / 0 4 
Hl oporm one "lub arid Nor*h i spi'nd 
one diamond What hould Soyfh lebitP 



In an article 1 talked abo d 
Lasker\ Manual of Lhess (Dovcr Pub 
Ikafions), and prcjmcsed to gi/e my 
ideas on building a 10 volume Iibra'^y that 
would cover most aspects of the game 
Here, then, is my book hst 
After fmanuel Lasker’s hook which 
gives a good insight into <ompetitive 
cheas and how it should be appoartea 
I recommend Golombek s A e/ 

Chess (Routledge & Kegan Paul) This 
provides a full and colourful background 
to the development c^t our game from 
its obscure beginnings uritil the prose r t 
time The next three volumes cover tho 
mam phases of the game Ninvowilsr h s 
My System (Beil) remains unsurpassed 
in my opirifon, as a treatise on tno nuddlo 
game, on the endgame Fmi’s ^Jas" 
Lhess Endings (Bell) succeeds in com 
bining both simolicity and detailed 
coverage, white tor the operung sUiyo 
we still cannot beat that old favourite 
Modern Chess Ooemngs (lith edition, 
edited by Korn and publishod by Pitman) 

I take the player's view that th*’ peaks 
of chess expression are to Lo found in 
the actual performances ct the great' >t 
masters We started with lasktr, and 
now we must bring in the othei tou" 
World Champions who, in Euwe s woid^, 
"have played the greatest part in building 
tho temple ot Caissa . Tn<- si«th book m 
the collection is therefore Capah}/jn< j " 
Hundred Best Games of Cfc^s by 
Golombek (Bell), and then comes Alek 
hmes classic My Best Games of Lhess 
1924-1937 (Bell) Botvmnik »s repr#^snnted 


by Championship Chess (MacGibbori & 
Kf*n). his book of the match tournament 
for ♦hn Absolute Championship of the 
UbSR. whu fi t f won in 1941 aticed of 
Kfrrs. Smyslov. Bolfslavsky Lilientbal 
and Hondmovsky His annotations are 
lucuj tf orciugh and objei hvp To portray 
the fast ( anipioni'i^imo 1 have chosen 
The Carnes of Robert J Fnchvr. edited by 
Wade and (> Connell (Fiatsford) a work 
whicti more thi,i anv r>thf r '^ombincs 
quality mi quarddy of pay 
kor my tenth and last okrfion I 
yurin for a fon ipn nfirinc'^’' book, 
^J^lonarro f iLdopKcb o utip ' /)/ by 

Chic(o and Pur[f<.a (Mur^-ia, Milir,) If 
IS not difricull to Qra'^p ffa mdnnLido ot 
ital jn aid fill wci(,Ffy 1^ iru* fontain’. 
mo t of tfs I if(>fmjliori if-drd lo fill 
iri ttie yaps (foi (. y iinpl«, i>n prublemsj 
UdI by tiH othci volcmo Wdh such a 
Mi'iuturL library I tm kon nny encss 
p»'ym .oukJ hr flippy on a df jOrted 
I lanri 

Competftion G337. *- ulotiu'i i (.rl <A/e< K 
dia' K 



Wh t. 

Wh»t' to piny tuuf win 

Solution to G336 <IMar»liall-Kaahcl 4 n, N«w 
York. 1tt£9) (B/pfp4kgp5p'3<iBr2 4bPlOffl 
PP4PP/4R1K1 - White lo pUy.) Mdr.hd. 
e^vpioifi d ihc exMsi 1 U*h oi fc UickKiij 
V I ;llows 28 R ^ r 4 0 x t 1 0, * Is jt 

'lOOoBl.hhr Kph \ C,'M» )* 

3'i (J*- 8 r \ j( 34 u* ‘ f ^ h I ^ c t k if 
360 w 8 i fafipr' ^rii rt p'filun Wh t j I i 
tolh riuht fin Kl Kf^S 3 Utvi i Kf 4 i 

Kh4 *4 Rffi t f ^ if 40 ^ 3 , Kl s 11 v^l ^ 
Problem No 999, > Mil n ajxt/.rf'h 
O. Bonivonto (^' unci Pri7f Italic Sr^n o/ 
tica lOT)!) 

(•B1 /p38q2/1 a2r3/K1 pS/2kp3B/f SI p4 /3P4 
1R4BQ 9 whito men, 9 black ) 

Wh lo fo play orid ii jft m two rnrvf s 

Solution to No 998 (Shoppard). (bq302y 
Spl K/2k1 pplB/5kt/r1e38R/r1 bS/3p2Bt/3S4 - 
mate In two.) 1 Sob (thredt ? Rhb) (a> 1 

2gxf’ fb) 1 S(6x^s 2 kf4 w) 
^ SL4xe5 2 St3 Id) 1 P x fb J RlA 

(e) 1 O X e5 2 Bti3 d> 1 K w ? O' 5 

The key is obviou*- t>uf ffw' rnochanics of Ihp 
vanaf on*> have thoir Mor^theleiiS 










Teamates: the cup that cheers and the jj 
biscuit that goes with it, Britannia Mariel^ 
Just the thing to serve when guests dro^J 
m The crisp, light tea-time bite— 

Britannia Mane Keep a pack handy. 
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Fast-acting Glokeen-D is an invigorating 
energy supplement for everyone. It fights 
fatigue and provides more stamina. 
Glokeen-D contains all the goodness of 
glucose, fortified with calcium, phosphates 
and vitamin D. . to keep you in peak 
fitness all the time. 

Make Glokeen>D a daily habit. 

GLOKEEN-D 

—glowing Glucose energy. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Cricket 
rules need 
change 

I T IS FOUND THAT' A LOT 
I of criLicism regarding 
umpiring die ci'iieping up 
these days in ifie arena tt 
Test cricket. Players o£ 
intornatipnal standard 
•shainolcssly reveal gestuixjs 
in a futile attempt to reverse 
certain deasions. 

Hence, Pd like to request 
the ICC for considering the 
following poims tor inclu- 
sion in their law-books : 

A player will come out to 
bat ill black trousers and 
white aprons whereas the 
umpires’ position will be 
taken by a slatLstidan and 
a (ommcntalor. 

Only three slumps will be 
planted facing the batsman, 
22 yards away, to avoid 
conlrovorsk\s regarding Ibw 
decisions. At the completion 
of each over they have to b<! 
shifted at the other end. 
Note . The batsman need 
not play the ball with the 
willow only. He can do that 
with anything he pleases ex¬ 
cept something brittle; un 
playable deliveries may bt' 
stopped w'ith the hand. 

tSvo no-balls shall be 
allowed ill each over but 
not more than three can b^^ 
made in any two consecu¬ 
tive overs. 

Underarm bowling Is a 
must and even in thiK case 
if a delivery jumps up ra¬ 
ther awkwardly the batsman 
will be at liberty to leave it. 
The bowler, to give vent to 
his Icelings in .such a case or 
in any other case, may kick 
the stumi^s or use abusive 
language. Note; A special 
award will be given Ip the 
one with the most impres¬ 
sive display of words. 

In any circumstances, 
the batsman cannot be claim¬ 
ed dismissed until he thinks 
himself out. Note : The 
appeal, by the fielding side, 
shall only be made when a 
batsman is on his way back 
to the pavilion, and sinc^ 
controversies regarding 
snicks may arise, the final 
decision will be taken by the 
batsman always, especially if 
be happens to be a meinbi*r 
of a touring side. Specta¬ 
tors may be consulted only 
when that will be a home 
team’s case. Special note : 


Spectators are roguestod to 
terminate a dour batsman’s 
stay whenever an appeal is 
made to them. 

For total decorum of the 
game, the Army Chief, of 
the countries involved, mu-sl 
be appointed as team inana- 
gers and they shall retain 
thoir place till the end of a 
series. Note : Over any dis¬ 
puted Usuc, their joint par¬ 
ticipation as well a.s decision 
must always be sought tor 
B/SIVAROOP CHAKRA 
BORTW 
CalciUln. 

Not done Sunil 

N HIS KEPORTS ON THE 
Test matches, Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar's mam aim was cnuciv 
ii\g the Aui^tralian batsmen 
about their disappointment, 
when they were adjudged out 
unsatisfactorily For exam¬ 
ple, he criticised Dave What- 
more after he was given out 
Ibw in the Calcutta Test, 
when h(v showed his bat to 
the umpire. In the same 
*rest he was rubbing his 
elt>ow when he was given 
caught. Again he was dis- 
aalishcd when he was given 
out Ibw in the scc^ond inn¬ 
ings of the Bombay Test. 
He also .said, that Andrew 
Hilditch looked surprised 
wlienever he was given out. 

But Gavaskar also did the 
same thing so many times. 
He never agrees on the deci¬ 
sions when he was given out 
ibw. He .>hows his dis 
appointment by throwing 
his bat on the field or look¬ 
ing back .sternly at the 
umpire until he leav<*6 the 
field. With Gavaskar him 
self doing the things, how 
he criticise others for re¬ 
peating them? 

G. PHILIPS KISHORE 
KUMAR, 
Hyclerabuii. 

WITH DUE RESPECT TO 
('lavaskar as a batsman, 
one must admit that 
his captaincy is pathetic. 
One does not expect .scinljl- 
lating pcrturmance.s ov ius- 
piped moves but suiely he 
should know when a Ixiwier 
is being ovei bowled or 
under-bowled. His lack of 
praise for his team mates is 
also very conspiciiuu.s and 
will go a long way in gene¬ 
rating discument in 

poor peiTornianees 

PAUMA SiVA, 
SVNiTA SHROFF, 
VMA SJVA. 
Bombay, 
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•emorable moments 


SHANKAR LAXMAN 


r B MONUMENT TO WHTCllf 
a hodtm aoaUiemr rtriaw 


mortar of ttyUt i>in«nialRv<. 
Shainkar Lamum (49), k ttmefaro, 
a mommental fyuro ht MSkk 
hotkn. Totmtng abooa tito cMm- 
naifpoto of madSoaitji, ho moo re* 
ckonod 00 ono of the oufeOt heto 
tinder the b«r. tie donam leekfo 
caiUntro in tk« MMtonmev Rome 
and Tc4qio Olvmpide «Ioi|d mkh 
Tokyo, Jakarta and Btmgkak 
Atiado, and eulmlnated Me career 
in J9S7 only after eapiaiiUay Mia 
to a goldrtnedal victory ayainst 
Pakletan. in the Bangkok Asian 
Games in 1980. 

I HAD NEVER DREAMT THAT 
I would ever faeooiue a IradMy 
goal-keeper. While at achool la 
Mhow, I only played foothaU as a 
stopper. Even waea 1 joined the 
Services in 1947 and attadied to 
the Sth Maratha Uebt Infantry, 1 
continued playing football as a 
stopper. It was only In 19S3 that 
Major Sanwal Sihgh (« good 
hockey player of his day^. encotk 
raged me to become a hockcw goal¬ 
keeper because of my abiltty to 
use both my legs with equal ease. 
Thb> advice paid rich dividends, 
for, that very year 1 was selected 
for the Brigade, in 1954 for the 
Division and in 19SS, not only for 
the Command but also for the 
Services and India for the Youth 
Festival at Warsaw (Poland). FOr 
this meteoric rise, I owe every¬ 
thing to Major Sanwal Sin^ and 
I can never forget that moment 
when be advised me to leave foot¬ 
ball and becoipe a hockey goM- 
keeper. 

The vaty aatt wwr I veottvad • 
diploniii vxm the Olyguic cotm 


1^ MN moali gitRirabte nieaeiit 
was ig tk ttiiiii ifitatt TaikiMafi 

mid our forWiHtdb wete Tomdug 

Bimda udiMpi I iww 

the top MJdM •tJh..pAikM^ t 

rushed #|kr«iddi iM|fc 

§imi 


'fc 


•afegnard hU body. I kxdted bock, 
oidy to see the ball aash into the 
far enmer jot the net. I lay for 
eortie tiine»4ie)|dess and without 
mnotloiis. And when the match 
ended, I had the first taste of my 
aalty tears trickling down my 
cbeeki—Chat beiog our first-ever 
Otymidc defeat. 



But the matdr hi whfdt the 
speckaten were worked up to n 
fever-pitek of deafening applause, 
exultutt shouts, strained sileneas 
and bitter groans, was once again 
the tinals against Pakistan in the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics. ‘Yea, that 
was my mewt memorable match. 
R sent the crowd into raptores. 
Unlike 1960, this time our becks 
were rent asunder by the rhyth¬ 
mic velocity of the fleet-footed 
Pakistani forwards. In one of 
tbcir many ^ck raidSi 1 stopped 
three rebound, sbots from different 
am^. And tbe fonrth one was 
from such a close angle that 1 
didn’t evmi have a moraenfa 
breatfii to nse tny bands or my 
'lefis. At if inaphed by Mine 
heavmoeent mmnentt M an atmou 
dtMM^ effort, t dbat^ hefm 
tbe ban like a fWMtbaUer. it was 
only when dKem sweffed to- a 
tnntnltttMB rear that I realised 
that I M saved a oert gb goal 
And tMs tdnmately won us the 
fdid through a PeuMtyetfok* eo» 
tv MMSder loL ^After 
the match. 1 was thrown aloh like 
a^fe^ll^. the idayeis. And 
whnirers diebed cameras in aw 
face M1 tiweadedmy watdmwfh 

i ato**^2? 

And^^«^ 


al. lhW Ib 




ble of my career. 

Sports scribes consider this 
match (finals against Pakis¬ 
tan) to be ^ the best match of 
my career wlftre I saved a number 
of goals and captained India to a 
golo-meda) victory through an im¬ 
possibly goal from a minus-angle 
by rlghMvitiger Balbir Singh. 

My other crowning moments 
were when 1 received the Arjunj 
Award In 1964 and the Padma 

Shri In 1966 But Pll always 

treasure the Air Vice-Mar¬ 
shal Jashwant Singh Trophy’, 
awarded to me in 19^64 for be¬ 
ing Uie best Settees sportsman, 
as one of gold. Because, it is front 
the Smfees that 1 rode the crest 
of fame add honour, and it is the 
Sbrvices that gave me a plot of 
{and after my retirement m re¬ 
cognition of my playing abiht) 

The game has given me fame 
and honour. But whenever I am 
estranged fwm the hustle and 
bustle of society. I sometimes 
think that if 1 hod sought educa¬ 
tion or done some other work, my 
mt»wn-up dhitdren would havo 
been happier and financially more 
staMe today. 

1 am surprised to see the stan¬ 
dard of goal-keepmg in India has 
fallen at such a low ebb today. 
K*s strange. In our days, we had 
no modern amcniUcs, like light 
cane-pads or chest-pads that our 
mesent-dgy goal-kocpers seek to¬ 
day to feel secure under the bar 
1 still beheve that if a goal-keepcf 
possesses perfect eyesight, astute 
anticipation, good presence of mmd 
and agility and fimbility of tn^y, 
be can be tbe^best goal-keeper m 
the wdrld. tve told the IHF 
PteMmit Mr Kamai^amy, that 
I wheMvet my services are requir- 
I ed to coach our goatkeepers. 1 
shall be too glad to render them, 
but I IMS hessr ihlosd by the IHF 
or any tMStig dilb teams to coach 
thdr gii^heepein. L bowevir. 
eoached tm Services team in 1973 
and dhey became the National 
chacntdcw that year 

' I have idayed for my nation 
wMl all mat heart. Yes, T have 
had^ fatnev^ But fame is like 
vapbiHe’^ evaporates. Now. it's 
Hliie for ^ngsters to climb the 
la^r of fame. And. it*s time for 
ine to fadb into oblivion But with 
mie last desfre—1 only wish that 
Wne oanid endure in the 
^^^tiaaiti ma mlflds or the people 
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Cover Story 



ASIF IQBAL 

Fix : Nikhil Bhattacharya 



1st day THE DAY BEFORE 
1 the match we had 
our first look at the 
wicket. The grounds 
man, Mr Seetaram, told 
us that it was the 
same wicket on which 
the India > Australia 
Test had been played and assured 
us that it was full of runs—and 
from what we read about that match 
that must have indeed been so. But 
at the same time I was a little wo¬ 
rried about a few patches of grass 
On it and the amount of dew and 
dampness it showed at 10 o’clock 
when we went and I wasn’t sure if 
it would be a good toss to win or 
lose'. Then we decided on our team 
and chose Sikander Bakht instead 
of Ehtesham because Sikander had 
had a good spell of bowling in the 
second innings of the match at 
Amritsar. 


Today, when we reached the 
ground I was surprised to see the 
ground looking so wet. damp and 
moist, as though it had rained—all 
on account of the morning dew. 
Seeing the ground so wet, and with¬ 
out looking at the wicket. I thought 
if we won the toss and batted may¬ 
be the ball would get wet and not 
seam or swing much. On seeing 
the wicket also, which was quite 
damp. 1 was not sure what I should 
do if we won the toss but then I 
thought it would be better not to 
let the Indian spinners bowl on the 
fourth innings. With that in mind, 
I called ‘tails’, correctly, thus bea¬ 
ting Sunil for the second time By 
now, my mind was made up and 
without hesitation I said we would 
bat. But the way the ball was swin¬ 
ging and seaming in the first few 
overs I thought, as I did at Banga¬ 
lore, that I had made a slight error 
in my judgement. 

Both Kapil and Ghavri bowled 
magnificently: both kept a very 
good line, both swung the ball late 
and wc never really got to p'ips 
while the new ball was doing things. 
Our batsmen were in all sorts of 
trouble Majid, I thought, picked 
up the line very early and left most 
of Kapil’s balls alone—in the first 
three overs he couldn’t have touched 
more than two balls. And just as we 
thought maybe Kapil was wasting 
the new ball, he produced a beauty 
to uproot Majid’s off-stump. A little 
earlier, Ghavri made Mudassar play 
at a late outswinger but was un¬ 
lucky to see Sunil drop the catch. 

Kapil gave a further torrid time 
to Zaheer and Mudassar and then 
bowled Zaheer with another beauty. 
The ball pitched on the middle, 
swung very late and knocked the 
off stump. Zaheer, obviously, was 
unhappy and he showed it by fling¬ 
ing tne stump. 

Tbeu we saw a slight recovery by 
Mudassar and Miandad—Miandad. 
incidentally, is a true fighter and he 
relishes these kinds* of situations-* 
and just as they were settling in. 



5 CMe/4precfcer Sikander Bakht m action 




Kapil vfetkt around the wickets to 
Mudassar with a fine-leg in a catch¬ 
ing posKion and the very first ball 
Mudassar tucked away to the abdo¬ 
men of Chetan fielding there. Pa¬ 
kistan was now reeling and every- 
time a wicket fell the crowd would 
look towards the pavilion and dieer 
Kapil. Obviously he is the local hero 
and he got very good support from 
them. 

Raja and Miandad played and 
miss^ a few times but they played 
sensibly to see us to lunch without 
further loss. Kapil was easily the 
best bowler of the morning session 
—with only just a little help from 
the wicket. Sunil also gave him a 
very attacking position with five 
slips at one time. Unfortunately, he 
didn't have support of equal quality 
from the other end Had he had 
that, we would have struggled even 
more. 


The wicket here was clearly qui 
cker and bounder than at Banga¬ 
lore. However, the bounce from the 
pavilion end was uneven Mudassar 
got a ball that lifted off a good 
length and hit him on the chest 
but the very next ball shot through 
hugging the ground. Karsan was 
bowling from that end and 1 thought 
he didn't exploit it to the fullest. 

Attei lunch. Raia and Miandad 
played well till Miandad fell leg- 
before to Karsan. Miandad was con¬ 
vinced he had played the ball, and 
he showed his unhappiness at the 
decision, but then the umpire is the 
best judge I am sure that Javed 
didn't mean to offend anybody—K*s 
just that he was disappointed. 


W HEN I JOINED RAJA HE WAS 
placing so well that 1 told him 
he shouldn't play any unintended or 
hasty stroke Some of the shots he 
had played were really out of this 
world and 1 think the best shot of 
the day was his badc-foot drive off 
Doshi, which went crashing to the 
cover boundary. He also played Ya- 
dav well, waiting for the bad ball. 


Raja always tends to be a gay 
cavalier. 1 Imow wbat it means to 
be GDC. For almost ten years of mv 
career 1 had the same tendencies^ 
to hit the ball whether the ball was 
bad or not. It’s only in the last four 
or five years that I have learnt to 
play differently and to pass on the 
role to the younger cricketers. So 
what 1 kept telling Raja was not to 
hit the ball just because he felt like 
but to wait for the loose ball. He did 
a very good job and I was very happy 
that he had vindicated my dea- 
slon to promote him from No 6 to 
No 5. I believe he is one of the most 
talented cricketers in Pakistan and 
today showed that he is capable of 
playing sensible and good knocks for 
the team. 


1 was quite satisfied with my knock 
and was just happy to he were at 
the end of the day. 1 had a few 
jitters early on when 1 hooked twice 
off Ghavri. The first one 1 hooked 



exactly where I wanted it to go but 
the second, one was definitely unin¬ 
tentional and could well have carried 
to Yadav. But after that I decided J 
vSould leave bouncers alone. And 
much after 1 had got my sights in, I 
was surprised, no. shocked, to see 
Ghavri bowl two good and quick 
bouncers—^the type I would never ex¬ 
pect on this wicket, I wonder v^ere 
Ghavri gets bis strength from. 

From one end or the other there 
was a spinner on from just before 
lunch and I was really surprised to 
see Doshi bowling much flatter than 
he normally does. Yadav was giving 
the ball more air and gave away a 
few more runs but I thought that 
was the right thing to do—they should 
have tried to get us out, instead of 
trying to contain us. 


Rair*3 batting and Kapil's first 
spells were certainly the highlight of 
the day. The Indian fielding was defi¬ 
nitely sharp and keen. But somehow 
one got the feeling that after attack 
Ing us for about half an hour after I 
got in, the Indians again decided that 
they would be contented to just con¬ 
tain us and let us make the mistakes 
I am sure this must have been evident 
to the spectators also becaj^ of the 
number of singles wo managed to 
pick up thanks to the defensive field 

And 1 have said this in my previ¬ 
ous article also, to me overrate means 
quite a lot. Today again it was slow 
— under 14 an hour. I know that 
wickets fell early in the day but in 
spite of that, under 14 overs an hour 
is not giving the public their money's 
worth 


A word about the ball itself. It 
was changed after some 25 overs or 
so und I had a look at the ball at the 
end of the day after some 75 overs 
had been bowled. 1 thought It looked 
almost as good as new. 1 am convin¬ 
ced that the balls we have been 
using are not of Test class and I 
think this is very unfair to Wb bow 
lers and batsmen. 

At the end of the day. I thought 
we had got ourselves back into the 
game from a very tight situation. With 
the new ball due tomorrow, we would 
be looking for a very big score. The 
way this wicket played today, I 
thought it wouldn't play any different 
towards the end and if we didn’t 
score well in the first Innings and let 
the Indians hit up a big total we 
would be playing under unnecessary 
pressure. 


I NDIA TOOK THE 
new ball straight 
away and it paid im¬ 
mediate dividends I 
slashed at a ball from 
Karsan to give a sim¬ 
ple catch to Dilip I 
was very disappointed 
because I thought that it 1 and Raja 
could hang around for sonic time we 
could build a big score. 

The Indian seamers were bowling 
a good line and so^n they weie 
further rewarded when Kapil had 
Raja leg before denying him the 
coveted hundred I telt \orv sad for 
him because I thought he leally des¬ 
erved his hundred With his dis¬ 
missal, and with the Indian bowler.s 
making full use of the conditions, 
our dreams of making 400 virtuallv 
vanished. 


2nd day 
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It was left to Imran to offer re¬ 
sistance and he plaved aenalblv* 
pfekinfl his nms when he couM He 
even nit a beautiful sixer into the 
stands off Ghavri and after that 
Karsao didn't bounce the ball at him 
He was on a veiy good 30. when in 
trying to push the score he plaiM 
across the iine of a full-length ball 
from Btnny and was trapped leg 
before 

We were soon alt out for 273 Mv 
partnership with Raja had raised 
visions of taking our score to 400 
but with the wicket here giving a 
lot more assistance, and with Kapil 
bowling magnificently we had to 
swallow our disappointment. The 
full thing about our Innings was 
that all the wickets fe41 from the 
far end, the Delhi Gate, apart from 
mine 

When the Indians came to bat, 
Imran bowled a trial ball from the 
end from which Kapil got all his 
wickets^ but then decided to bowl 
trom the other end as the wind had 
grown .stronger. The first two overs 
he bowled the fastest I have seen 
him bowl, except in Australia, and 
It was only because it was a batsman 
of Sunirs calibre fadng him that 
Imran didn't break throuj^ 


Soon after lunch, Sikander got 
Chauhan out with a ball that seamed 
a hit and bounced a little more than 
Chauhan expected. I then went to 
Sikander and told him that it seems 
that the ball is not only stringing hut 
also seaming off the wicket and it 
ivould be good If he maintained one 
Une^--on or outside the off stump 
We then set a very attacking off side 
field and Sikander. to bia credit, 
bowled to the field 

Dilip got a nasty knock on thr 
shoulder from one of Imrad'a express 
deliveries and after that 1 thought 
be was a little hesitant to play nil 
natural game, though be was still 
full of aetermmatioii. Sunil, mean¬ 
while, was playing confidently—dear¬ 
ly our Ho. 1 trouble man. Imran 
bowled some very hostile overs and 
was unlucky not to get wickets. 
Sikander, too. yraa troubung the bats 
men and he finally got Dilip whem 
the batsman attempt^ to drive a 
full-lengUi boll that Just left him 

I/ISHY MAJESTICALLY DROVE 
V the very first ball from Sikender 
for a very oonfldent four. Sunil and 
Vlshy is me best pair tl^t India has, 
and whenever these two are batting 
the fielding side has problems. How¬ 
ever that problem was aolved for us 
by a tenrific stroke of luck when 
Vishwanatb was run out. Sunil drove 
uppishbr to Sikander without getting 
to the length of the ball and gave a 
very hard return diance to the bowl 
er whidi he failed to grasp but ludd 
ly for us the dropped catch went 
to the Mricket^catd^g Vishy out ot 
the crease^ The prise wicket of 
Vishy came as a great delight to ua 
With three wickets gone, we sudden* 


ly realised that we were right back 
in, the game. 

J had bowled an over but with 
the arrival of Yashpal I thought Til 
give Imran another burst. But after 
hbwling three balls he felt a strain 
on the left side of his hack ai^ 
couldn't bowl any more. Thb was a 
very bad blow to us because he was 
bowling very fast. He wasnt very 
well and I think it was that and the 
tension which led to bis severe pain. 
Miidassar. too. was not well and so 


it was left to me to fill the role of 
the required aeamer. I hadn't bowl¬ 
ed for a long time but since the 
conditions were helpful and since 
Sikander was bowling very well, 1 
thought 1 win just bowl my inswing- 
ars and keep tlw runs down from one 
end. Straightaway I found I got 
good movement off the wicket as 
well. 

Soon afterwards, Sikander bowled 
a ball whldi seamed, kicked and 
bounced more than Sunil expected 
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and took the outside edge of his bat 
to make Bari dive forward to hb 
right and take a brilliant catch. I 
am convinced that a batsman of 
lesser ralilHe than Sunil would have 
got nowhere near the ball and 
SuniFs class showed in the fact that 
he managed to touch the ball It was 
a magnificent ball and fult^ deserve 
ed the wicket we all dearly wanted. 

At this stage* Sikander was In full 
bloom The way he was running in 
aiid bowling it was a pleasure to see 
him. With Imran and Mudassar out 
of acuon It was left to this poor 
chap to keep the Pakistan seam 
attack gomg, and what a magniiOoent 
job he was domg« 1 went to him and 
told him. *‘Lom, you are the only 
one we have so do tell me when you 
feel tired/’ and his reply was* *’No 
skipper, I am perfectly all right, Fll 
keen on gom|(" That was really 
good to hear from a fast bowler and 
1 am sure any captain would be re 
iieved to have a bowler with that 
much enthusiasm and determination 

When Kirmam joined Yashpal, 
Sikander bowled the ball of the day 
Kiimani played half forward, not 
knowing what had happened, and 
Ban appealed for a caught behind 
wijile the off stump bail had ja>t 
trickled down from the faintest of 
touch to the stumps. 

When Kapil walked in io the roar 
the crowd, our taib wer« realty up. 
We had a cordon five slips and a 
gully and Sikander was bowling 
beautifully to ihat field At tea, we 
had the top six batsmen out, as 
Binny, too, had got out playing back 
to a ball that kept low and trapped 
bun leg before. We then found out 
that Imran’s injuiy was not very 
severe but he couldn’t play as he 
had bben advised complete rest 1. 
too, was down with a stomach in¬ 
fection so after tea I watdied the 
game on TV, lymg down in the 
dressing room while Majid took over. 

M ajid beplaced me from 

that end and bowled seamers, 
but Kapil got after him and took 12 
runs, though he ooiiki have been out 
the first ball had Zaheer not unsift¬ 
ed the* ball. What t couldn’t under¬ 
stand was why Kapil suddenly be 
came aggressive as surely the Indian 
fight was not over with two batsmen 
with Test hundreds batting But I 
suppose Kapil wanted to take the in¬ 
itiative from us. Then, luckily for 
us, Kapil took a wild swing at 
Sikander knowing fully well that the 
ball was seaming and that Sikander 
was bowlfaag a very imod linp. That 
was a very good wi&et because Ka- 
pU has Oie fllity to change the com¬ 
plexion of a game, Karsan was next 
—by no mean was a rabbit—but 
Sikander got him not Ibw. Kdlrsan 
looked unnappy with the decision 
but like 1 said about Miandad yes¬ 
terday, the umpire’s decision is final 
and even if the batsman feels the 
upiplre has made a mistake he 
shouldn’t mliid being given out be> 
cause that is the uiqpire's jok 


Shivlal soon went, caught bat and 
pad gleefully by Miandad off Stkan 
der, and then Dilip came in. In the 
past coupled of 1%sts, Dilip hadn’t 
scored much but today be showed 
determination and with the crowd 
applauding every touch from Dilip’s 
bat as though he had hit a magni 
ficent four, ne and Yashpal played 
out timcL 

We were quite satisfied in not bowl¬ 
ing India out and then having to 
ID the last few minutes because Che 
light was growing murkier. Also. 
Majid was sitting on a pair and 
Mudassar was not feeling too well 
So, even though India got some 20 
runs I was quite satisfiM that the 
right thing bad happened. ^ 

Sikander bowled very well and 
deserved the eight vridmis he took, 
and at the end of the day we were 
still hoping he would get the ninth 
so that he could get Into the record 
books Sikandcr’s achievement was 
no mean one as he took the wickets 
of good players like Gavaskar, Veng- 
c-arkar, Chauhan. Kapil and Binny on 
hl^ own 

Regarding the overrate, I would 
say that maybe we too didn’t have 
a very good one, one of tbe mdn 
leasons for our not maintaining a 
good oveirate are the subetandard 
balls we have been playini^ with. The 
ball was changed several times In the 
Indian innings and every change 
taken four or five minutes and totally 
breaks the tempo 

Srdday U/^TO only one 
If wicket remaining, 
we were hoping that 
Sikandei wouk) end 
the Indian innings and 
take his ninth ^cket. 
or his tenth really, as 
the dismissal of Vishy 
was his doing as well Although 
Sikander had a few balls left to com¬ 
plete his over, he did not manage to 
do what we were all hopliu he 
would I decided to bowl to Doshi, 
but my intentiou was not to get the 
wicket as 1 wanted Sikander to do 
so. Doshi, however, gave a very 
easy catch to Miandad at third slip 
and we all started walking off We 
couldn’t understand why Doshi kept 
standing there Maybe he just 
couldn’t believe that he was out. or 
maybe he was trying to figure out 
how he could lose bis wideet to a 
person like me 

Majid and Mudassar opened our 
innings with a view to oonsolldathig 
our lead. In the first innings, Majid 
was on a pair and we were all very 
nervous for him. I was. in fact, 
praying ailently and 1 thmk I was 
the most retieved person at the aia- 
dium when, off the very first ball, 
Majid took a sln^ to get off the 
mark. Both of them played reason- 
aMy well One ff that Majid was 
not at his best, hot in spHe of that, 
be managed to produce some marvel- 
Ions shots, although he was lucky 
that an inside edge off Kapil did not 
hit bis stumps 



Mudassar Mt on the chest off Chavri 


Mudassar got out trying to chase 
a ball which was wide off the off- 
stump and Kirmanl took a very good 
catch. In came Zaheer and he really 
got a wonderful ovation In fact, I 
will never forget the ovation that 
Doug Walters always received when 
he came in to bat agamst us in 
Sydney. A bikini dad girl got so 
excited that she even took off her 
top and we saw all the supporters 
catching her and tlnrowiiig hc^ like a 
cricket bait This was caught by the 
television guys, and, I believe, it 
made good vii^irhig. It was good to 
see the reception Zaheer got. al 
though I for one, am waiting to see 
him strike the kind of form be did 
against India in Pakistan last year 

He started quietly, tust picking up 
his runs at a stage when we dkln t 
want to lose any wkkets. After 
lunch both the batsmen played the 
Indian seamen oonfldeotlv vntil Ka¬ 
pil Dev was replaced by Roger Binny 
Roger bowled much Ujditer and defi 
nitely, more impressive than he was 
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in Bangalore. The delivery that got 
Majid was one which a batsman of 
his calibre had to play and Kirmani 
took a very welHudg^ catch. 

Miaiidad wasn*t well, in fact he 
was sleeping most of the time in the 
drc.ssing room. He is the clown of 
tho team, a person who .relishes all 
kinds of situations. In spite of the 
fart that he was not keeping well, 
when asked if he would like to go 
lower down in the batting order, he 
was quite emphatic that he would 
bat in his usual place. It was sad to 
see him run-out when he started as 
if he wanted to score the fastest 
hundred of the season because Javed 
is the person who could have given 
the score a sizeable boost. 

From 68 for one, we were 68 for 
three and suddenly the aim was not 
to go for the runs but to defend our¬ 
selves. Zaheer and Raja played 
cautiously, but it was not the usual 
Zaheer. He got his 50 and it was 
very noticeable that his first gesture 
was to raise his bat towards his wife, 
daughter and his parents. But he 
got out soon after tea and we were 
very disappointed as he looked act 
for a big innings, 

1 joined Wasim Raja, at which 
stage it was more impprtant to stay 
at the wicket instead of going foi 

A S IT HAPPENED 
in our first in¬ 
nings, we lost quick 
wicketA in the second 
as well. In KapiTs 
first over 1 got out to 
a ball that left me and 
bounced, for Kirmani 
to take a catch. Soon afterwards, 
Raja, who had played a wonderful 
innings, played a rash shot straight 
into the bands of Kapil Dev off the 
bowling of Doshi. At* a time when 
wc were trying to consolidate our 
innings we suddenly lost two quick 
wickets and we were instead on the 
defensive. 

Miandad is run out 


Doshi then had Imran caught on 
the boundary line sweeping at a ball 
outside the leg stump. I think, how¬ 
ever, that Doshi was lucky to have 
got those two wickets, though 1 must 
confess he was earlier unlucky not to 
have got me out on the third even¬ 
ing. 

At this juncture our main aim was 
to play out time in view of the fact 
that India have performed so well 
in the fourth innings of previous 
Tests. The wicket was such that if 
the Indian batsmen could hang 
around with time on their side, they 
would be able to make the necessary 
runs. Qadir and Bari played on 
with this in mind but our innings 
was wrapped up when India took the 
second new ball. 

On the face of it, a lead of 369 
would obviously put the other side 
under pressure but 1 thought we 
hadn't really capitalised on our posi¬ 
tion as it stood on the third evening. 
But the Indian ^bowlers really did a 
wonderful job. 


India got ten minutes’ batting be¬ 
fore lunch, with Imran giving it a 
go in spite of'the pain-killing injeo 
tions he had to take for his wiled 
side muscle. Then, unfortunately, lie 
was ruled gut from playing in the 
rest of the match on medical advice. 
Javed Miandad, too, was ruled out 
and this was really sad as he is one 
of those players who can field 
equally well at any position and be 
can boost the morale of the team 
with his cheekiness and his enthusi¬ 
asm. 

Without Imran onr aim, ot course, 
was to keep Sikander attacking 
from one end while letting someone 
else bottle up the other end. Mudas- 
sar helped out Sikander from the 
Delhi Gate end while 1 operated 
from the other with the sole inten¬ 
tion of not giving any runs. 


Sunil and Chetan stirted well end 
though we had an itenUcal fieM for 
Sikander as in the firat innings the 
ball was swinging in instead of 
swinging out and he was not able to 

f ^et the same rhythm as in the first 
nnings. However, just as Sunil was 
beginning to look settled Sikander 
prMuced one ball that took the out¬ 
side edge and Bari once agaiu took a 
good catch. That was one wicket 
we really wanted because Sunil is 
the kind of guy who, by his very 
presence at the wicket, makes bis 
partner perform well too. 

Sikander was a bit unlucky when 
he made both batsmen play and miss 
in one over but 'Smiley*, as we call 
him, was smiling as broadly as ever 
in spite of bowlmg unchanged. He is 
the sort of person who inspires con¬ 
fidence in a skijpper by the way he 
says, “I am allrigbt skipper, just tell 
me when you want to take me oif*. 


As in Bangalore. Dilip Vengsarkar 
was hesitant to play his shots but it 
was very noticeable that India at 
this stage did not want to lose any 
wickets. At tea, India were about 60 
for one and we were quite happy at 
that stage because we did not want 
to allow them to get too many mas. 
Our bowlers did not bowl many balls 
in this session and we did manage 
to contain the Indians. Our over 
rate was reasonably good : about 16 
over an hour in spite of the Inevitable 
ball change. 

Atter tea, we had Sikander operal 
ing with Qasim and Sikander was 
beating the bat regularly. Chauhan 
did manage to get two fours off the 
bowling of Qasim but still it was 
slow going for India. Sikander 
struck again when he produced a 
ball that kept low to get Chauhan 
plumb leg before. With two Indian 
wickets down, 1 felt we were back in 
the game and even though no fur¬ 
ther wickets fell, India’s task on tho 
final day was going to be unenviable 
They were to score 273 runs in a 
day when the maximum scored in a 
day in this match was^ 217. 1 was 
.sure the morrow would produce some 
exciting cricket. 


W E WENT* INTO 
the last day of 
the Delhi Test very 
confidently. knowing 
that India had to 
score 273 runs to win. 
a target which had 
not been reached by 
either team on any one day in the 
Tests we have so far played in India 
In addition, we had dismissed Gavas¬ 
kar and Chauhan yesterday, which 
made our task a lot easier. We were 
hoping as well that India would lose 
quick wickets in the morning as 
there has been a pattern set in this 
Test by which wickets have fallen 
one after the other in the first ses¬ 
sion of play every day. We reckoned 
that if we could set the wickets of 
both Vishy and Otilp Vengsarkar. we 
would be firmly in the driver’s seat 



the runs. 


4th day 



5th day 





Imraws scalp for Kapil 

and we would be able to go for a 
win 

Since the match started balf-an- 
hour earlier than it did on the other 
days» the ground was still wet with 
the morning dew and Sunil took the 
light roller. This made me think 
‘'maybe he wants the wicket to be> 
have'' as this was the first time in 
the match that the light roller had 
been used. As it happened, the 
wicket did not do much and it was 
not long before we bad the ball 
changed. We thought that the hard¬ 
er ball would help us but our hopes 
wene belied when neither the widcet 
nor the ball helped us at all. 

Vishv and Dilip were batting very 
confidently and seemed to be cruising 
happily when I introduced spin. 
Straightaway Iqbal Qasim managed 
to turn one very sharply and though 
Vishy lunged forward, the ball, whit^ 
pitched on the leg and middle, hit 
the top of the off-stump. That was 
the break we had been looking for, 
as I firmly believe that Vishy is the 
most danf^erous batsman to bowl to 
when India is chasing a big target. 
The other boys in the Indian side are 
certainly capable of big scores but 
thev do not have the capabilities that 
Vishy possesses. 

When Yashjpal joined Dilip we 
thought that instead of Mudassar we 
would give Sikandcr a bowl. With 
one over to go before taking the new 


Sikander Ihw off 

ball I thought we would have a go 
'at Yashpal, but the wicket did not 
lielp us at all. We took the new 
bail as soon as it was due and I had 
to take the place of Imran in the 
attack as he was ruled out for the 
rest of the game. His absence was 
a great misfortune for the Pakistan 
team. Sikander and 1 tried to main¬ 
tain a line and length. My primary 
concern was to try and restrict tho 
flow of runs as 1 knew it would be 
Sikander who would get us the 
breaks we required. Unfortunately, 
we did not get much movement, 
neither did we get any wickets, 
although Sikander was a bit unlucky 
not to get the wicket of Dilip Veng- 
sarkar. 

Dilip played an exceptional innings. 
He played vrey straight, waking fur 
tho wrong ball off which to score. 
Despite the fact that he had not got 
very good scores against us in the 
previou.s innings here in India, this 
time 1 was really impressed with the 
way ho hatted. The way he was 
playing, 1 thought he was the person 
best suited to his country's require¬ 
ments today. Along with Yashpal 
who played some good strokes along 
with some streaky ones, botij bats¬ 
men saw India through to lunch 
without any further loss. We were 
satisfied with our performance as we 
realised that India would have to go 
for their runs on a wicket that was 
of no help at all to stroke^players, 
as was evident from Zaheer's innings. 


Kapff > 

After lunch Yashpal and Dilip 
played very sensibly and it wus at 
this stage that it was evident they 
wanted to go for their runs. They 
were using theJr feet to come out 
against the spinners and were playing 
some shots which were not to be 
seen in the pre-lunch session. We 
tried very hard for the break-through 
but both batsmen were managing to 
keep us at bay and get their runs at 
the same time. They were still at 
the CTease at tea, with both of them 
really playing exceptionally well os 
they were untroubl^ either by pace 
or spin. With an hour and a half to 
go, we were very tease as we realis¬ 
ed that it could go either way. We 
knew there was an outside chance if 
we did not give them any loose runs 
and we even thought we would be 
able to force a resuK if we gqt a 
rouple of quick wickets. 

Dilip got his well-desei-ved ton but 
Yashpal ^ell a victim to Sikander, 
who caught him off his own bowling, 
diving to his left. Kapil came in at 
this stage just as we. expected but 
though he started very well playing 
one or two handsome shots, he was 
leg before to Mudas.sar. Roger 
Binny, the next batsman, fell when 
he misjudged the ball and was very 
well caught by Abdul Qadir, who 
took a magnificent catch. With 
Roger’s departure there was no 
doubt about tho outcome of the 
match which eventually ended in a 
very exciting draw. 
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ciiately to get through to the Pakis¬ 
tan bowling attadc. Unfortunately, 
when Raja pulled Yadav high to 
deep square feg, Doshi did not even 
make the attempt to take the catch 
which was going overhead^ and we 
lost the chance. 

Thereafter, Asif and Raja applied 
themselves and, at the end the 
day, had taken the score to 217 for 
four. Raja played some handsome 
shots and Asif was not way behind 
in the po^r and precision place* 
ment of his shots. Raja, facing the 
last over of the day, played and mis* 
•ed a few shots which prompted 
Asif to appeal about the shadows on 


SUNIL GAVASKAR 

^1F IQBAL DOBS NOT BELIEVB 
- Iits dreams. That’s how he won 
' I's at New Delhi. The previous 
. iw, dreamt that the coin had 
. !.(ii *'hcads up”. So when I flip* 
^ :u coin up, he called **taib” and 
and chose to hat 

Kapil bowled one of the best first 
wiTs of a Test match I have seen, 
‘ating Majid. But in the next two 
r.' ors by i6ipil, Majid’s judgement 
superb as he left alone deli* 
.•TICS which would hive induced a 
Mroko from iesser players. As a 
U how opening bat, I couldn’t but 
the manner in which he left 
doliveries. He fell to a Cruel 
I .)) which kept low and cut hack to 
his off-stump out of the 
.i..o.;ad. Before that 1 bad dropped 
fi t'liWv of a catch when Mudassar 
? Ir. d Ghavri. In terms of runs this 
r was not too costly, but in terms 
/ lifiyj lost and the freshness of the 
.•kct .:nd the bowlers, it was an 
Jri ’iroly expensive miss. 

ZdhetT, not looking his normal self, 
was lx alcn repeatedly by Kapil be> 
i !u . Luo, lost his off-stump to 
That was a beauty of a ball 
u' a pitched on the kg stump and 
tojk the off. 


Then Kapil intelligently decided 
to go round the wicket, placed Chau* 
ban HI the precise spot and had Mud- 
a^.sar tickling a catch round the 
comer to Chelan. That was good 
think!Ok. It was diffirnlt no w tn 
take the bowler off. Every- 
time 1 asked him if he waitted a 
hrcathec, he gave me a mixture nf 
an incredulous and a dirty look, 
slgnifving that 1 must be mad. He 
was so keen on bowling that when 
one ot the boards at m boundary 
line started reflecting sunfight on to 
the batsman’s eves, he ran to the 
boundary to remove the bdard long 
before the ground staff could arrive 
on the scene. 

Javed and Wasim Raja, dug them- 
selve.s in and took the s^gg off our 
attack. Javed, fortunate to survive 
a leg before appeal from Binny, fell 
to Ghavri leg before. At M tor tom. 
wc. had to get the next wicket inune- 



Diltp Venqsarhar-^ nuuteriy inmnas.a nurmaratle eerpsiieneu 






the field and the umpires upheld 
the appeal. This was six minutes 
tiefore the actual time for dose of 
play. With only three balb left for 
75 overs to be oompbled, the new 
ball would be avaibble first thlnf in 
the morning. 

Ghavri took the new ball and his 
second delivery with it had Asif 
edging an intended cut to Veimsai^ 
kar. who took the catch smartly at 
second slip. 


In the next over, Raja fell leg be¬ 
fore in an identical manner as In 
Bangalore, for 97. It was unfortw 
nate that he missed his oentury but 
his was a responsible innings and 
one that rescued Pakistan m>m a 
total collapse. 

Imran, who is a much better bat 
than he is given credit for, hooked a 
short one from Ghavri into the 
stands and generally looked comfor¬ 
table against the new ball He. how¬ 
ever, lost Ban, bowled by Kapil and 
when Biiiny repbeed Kapil, he had 
immediate success, beating and bow¬ 
ling out Qadir for his first Test 
wicket. This seemed to give Roger 
confidenoe and he now looked as if 
he had overcome his problems about 
his luiiup, length and direction. The 
wicket of Imran, whom he trapped 
with a yorkcr. gave him extra yards 
of pace and thereafter, he kndeed 
sharp and probing. 

A mix-up between the single steal¬ 
ing duo of Sikandar and Qasim caus 
ed a run out and from 217 for four, 
we had done well to restrict Pakistan 
to 273^ 

B ut by TEA TIME, THIS SCORE 
^ too, looked formidable as we, 
with a* mixture of inept, careless bat¬ 
ting and some ill-luck, had lost 
wickets to Sikandar Bakht. 


The first to go was Cbetan Chau- 
ban, who played tentatively forward 
to a ball outside the off stump and 
snicked a catch in Bari. Vengsarkar 
played a careless shot at a ball well 
outside the off stump and Miandad 
snapped him up at fourth slip. A 
good catch. 

Vlsh opened his account with a 
fluent off drive for four and that was 
a good sign. However, he fell In a 
most unfortunate manner. Seeing a 
half volley from Sikandar I drove 
bard, but a fraction early, so the 
ball went uppishly and Sikandar in 
his follow through put his hand out 
to catch it. But he sucoeedea only 
In making the ball trickle on to the 
stumps, vish watched the ball mes¬ 
merised, but didn't get back to the 
crease and we had lost our best bats¬ 
man in a most unlucky way. 


That wasn't the end of our troubles 
as Sikandar produced a ball that 
rose off s length and tobk the edge 
of my bat and Bari took a go^ 
catch, diviag from his right} India 
were four gown for 52. Hinny got 
a shooter that gave him no chance. 


Kirmanl got a beauty that slipped 
bet%veen hat and pad and '^hailed" 
him. 

Kapil Dev hit Majid for a four aod 
the and then played across to Sikan¬ 
dar and was comprehensive^ bowl 
ed. Not the shot for the situation, 
but how does ons make this talented 
youngster take his batting more res¬ 
ponsibly He has taken over 75 wick¬ 
ets in Tests. Every single one of 
them has been hard-earned and not 
Ififted. This should make him under¬ 
stand the value of his o%vn wicket 
and he should, therefore, be the last 
nerson to cast it away. 



Ghavri got an unfortiinate ded* 
ston and xadav was cautfit at for¬ 
ward short-leg. In the dressing room, 
Dilip Dosfai had promised us that he 
would play his finest Test innings. 
He went out there, gnm and deter¬ 
mined and stayed there for Yashpal 
to add valuable runs. Their partner^ 
sbip indicatad to us, tiie batsmen, 
that there was nothing wrong with 
the wicket at all 

A lead of 147 is a considerable 
lead by any standards and it was 
now essential that we don't let Pakis 
tan capitalise on it 

TITON PAKISTAN STARTED OUT 
W again, Kapil had Mudassar 
sparring at an out-swinger and Kir- 
mani completed the dismissal Majid, 
however, was looking ominously 
dangerous and Zaheer, though not 
as fluent as he normally is, was still 
looking comfortable, fopil, after a 
superb spell, came off and Binny re 
placed him and took a wicket imme¬ 
diately when Majid played a lasy 
shot to be caught behind. Javed was 
run out in the same over when he 
pushed one to mid-off and scampered 
for a single to get him off the mark, 
but was rightly sent back by Abbas. 
His desperate dive could not beat 
my throw for Kin to run him out It 
was a lucky break for us. Zaheer 
by this time, got over his initial un¬ 
certainty and seemed to be getting 
his rhythm. Binny got him when a 
glance was taken by Kirmani. Kir- 
mani made the catch look easy when 
in fad it was really difficult. 

To see Asif roniing m to bat at 
number six 1 can well imagine what 
other captains and their teams must 
have thought when they saw Garry 
Sobers coming in at the fall of the 
fourth wicket Garry Sobers is, of 
course, incomparable, but Asif is to 
day the best number six batsman in 
the world. As soon as he came in, 
he seemed to be in control, taking 
the singles and hitting the loose ballc 
crisply for boundaries 

At the other end. Raja seemed to 
continue where he left off in the 
first innings. Dilip Doshi kept him 
in check while Binny, Kapil and 
Ghavri alteraated from the other 
end. Still the batsmen were not 
unduly worried and, with plenty of 
time at their disposal, they could 
affoid to wait for the loose ball. At 
close of play/ Pakistan were 198 for 
four and kmked in command with 
Aaif on 38 and Raja on 52 The 
Indian position at this stage looked 
difficult but not impossible. The 
bowlers, lechiby Kapil Dev, did a 
wonderful Jbb getting Pakistan’s last 
six wickets for onl> 45 lUus 

i 

In Kapil'i'* first over of the day. 
Aaif perished, caught behind and 
then Raja, after belligercntlv striking 
Doshi over Jung on for a four, was 
out next b8U when Kapil who lost 
tight of the ball, caught it as it was 
passing him Two balls later, Imran 
swung Doshi high to deep square leg 
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Raja— reapontibhr htitinos 



SCOREBOARD 

INDIA veniu FANIUTAN. *1 K^tlni j 

D«lhl. from 4 ».7» (Tai«4»y) !•' •.tt.m. ? 

(FrMar> krtac a Mat tiay. t >■ 

Seaaoa ttlt-W. wart4‘a mtcA Mnal H», m, ttaMA sM* 
Faklatan eard Mirlal Ma. to, ladla'y motutk f oUo t M«i, 
Faklataa’a aiat«h aerial N«. IW, dtdtoil I N rt tll 

rapta'laa; «. M. UaaaaUr (ladia) aad AoU l«MI 
aUn). WlckeUeeiirra: S. M. a. KttdMal (UM|> «|4 
Waaiai BaH (FakiataMl, »lk mtm: BomAttp rttlH 
und T«Ut Miru (l*«kUUii). 

Dsplr««: lUm l^illMbl «»4 llollfl. <lli*R«e« 

Tom woa by: Atif Iqbal* 

PAKISTAN (I8T IMNINOB): 

Majid b Kapil Dtv 0 <212 tats, }? balls. boRUn hy bttU 
Ibat out back) 

Mudaiisar c rhaiiban b Kapil Dov 18 <88 4$ bi^lad 

1 four, triad to tuck ball to but C0Ul4 liqi H 



r.srU: 


bqjfitbR Igr bbM 


down .uid was cauKlit at short Ano 
IZaheor b Kapil Dev 3 (33 |nt«* 
that cut back sharply) 

Mlandad Ibw b Ghavrl 34 tU5 mta*. 88 bblltfe 8 ^ fbbltlr 
shuffled acFow and woa beaten by an Iboomfiif biUI^ 

Raja Ibw b KupH Dev 97 <288 mte.y 188 ballba 18 tbOf*! 
ahuffled Across and was hit on thc» front pad) 

Asif c Vengsarkar b Ghavrl 64 (186 mtA. iU4 billA A 
fours, tried to out ball that n>se more than efepeeted and 
WAS caught ut second slip off outer cdga) 

Imran Ibw h DIriny 30 (77 mis. 38 balls, 4 fotirs« 1 
six, beaten by in-roming yorker (hat hit the ttfhi leff. 
Ahtn height) 

Bari b KapH l>ev 9 (26 mta., 16 balls, I IdUri allAped 
to play off'cuttef that went straight and hit the dif Wllfinpl 
Qadir b Blnay 9 (34 jiUs.. 27 balls. 1 four; yorlMl 
Qasim luii out 1^(18 mta., 9 balls* played td Adhaird- 
leg calls mixed up and stranded Iti half plt^ 

Bakht not out 1 (6 rots.. 8 balls) 

Shttras 6 (2 lb. 4 nb) 

TOTAI 4 (all out) 873 (488 mts*^ 180 pvers, 888 balls) 
L 1 IVE 8 : Mudassar at 2 was dropped by Gjataiitear* 
Again at 10, he survived a sharp chance Off Kiapll IXrr 
gully to Ghavrl. Waj<im Raja at 87 was <1ra)jp^ by 
Vengsarkar at slip off Roger Blnny 

rALL OP WIOKETR ; 1 for 8 (MaJtd. MUdesMr 2, 6 
runs ta 22 rots ), 2 for 13 (Zahser, Mudassar 84 10 In 23 
mts.), 3 for 36 (Mudassar, Javed 13. 28 In 26), 4 tor 80 

,‘•^*7.^* iW* *“ A tot m Uatt s«|a •#, 1» 

In 166), 6 for 224 <Ilnja, Imran % 4 In (), 7 tor SBO (BWi, 
Imran 10. 2S In 26 ), 8 for 370 (Qsdlr. Imran OQ, 30 IB 94). 

0 tor 271 (Imran Qoalm 1. 1 In 2). 10 tor M (Qaalin. 
Sikander 1. 3 In 8) 

80WUNU ; Kapil Der 33.6-8-68-S^ CHmrri a-44fr4|. 
Ro^er Blnny iO-0-32-2. Doahl 17 8 - 61 - 0 . Tadnv a0-8-88-4>. 

INDIA (IBT INMINOB) i 

Garaakar c Bari b Bakht 31 (87 mta.. 40 balla. 6 toara: 
hall roae from a nnod lanicth, look. Inalde oigo) 

^uhan c Burl h Bakht U (42 mta., 36 balla, 1 tour*, 
daahin. outBldo the od-rimap) 

V«n*^kar c Mlandad b ibakht 1 (10 rat*., 6 baUai 
attempted ftrivlng and' goto an putelde adMi 

Vlshwanath ran out 4 <14 miA, 8 hrtlll; 1 fours toeaklik 
run out as Bakht drflectad the bell at the ruBimra 4Bd) 
Taahpal not out » (141 Wla.. 68 ba)U, 6 fettl»> 

Blnny ibtr b Bakht 1 (6 mU,. ll» balla; ball kem lew 
and topped him on the pada) 

mrmanl b Bakht > 6 (36 rata.. 16 balla; tieatah by k'' 
beauty which arame*! allsMty to 4Mi«tse luat oM mUh 

played over ball and waa bowled) ’ 

Ohavri Ibw b Ba^t 0 (6 mto. 6 todla; played «e***. 
* forward and .wte beaten by npe thM tgHuo In) 
Tadar c Qadir tl ’Itakht 4 (11 mto,. 7^611113; edttMB*l 
keep down one that *I«M W a le^)' 

, ® Mlandad b Aalf B) (fa SMB. 96 ItoUn, 1 iMir) 

"■■vsrt r. v •*“ 

XOVAJL (all out) m mtM,, 4ki iWlfB SI IwWD 

LiVM ] Qavaaktr M 3h» waa piiiMiail I ' 

bowled by Btkaader eraa^hf nun (fat 

» SJ.n.’S 'SSSTk: t s«wss?iws#:'' 


C^mMMky NAa^SH PARASHAR 


46 ITIiihy. Oaeaakar 36. 11 In U4>. 4 for 83 
<k S in 6 tor 66 (Blnny, Taah 1, 4 

Taah 8. 14 in at). 7 for sr (Biapii 

4l 37 In JS), 6 tor Sr (Ohavri. Taah 6, no rune 
MiON**. ft 7 in II). 10 for 136 (Doshl. 

T.1%4^4); Slksnder 80.1^2-69*3. 
284)1^ (t^lin g-O-T-O; Naxar 3 0*8-0 


Giniiy 40 <106 rots. 74 balls. 6 
Inside edge for a low catch! 
pit 12 (58 mts , HI balls, X\ 
ball took a thin edge) 
amsy 50 (166 mU., 31 balls. 1 four; 
d low catch on the left) 

3 mts.i 2 baUa, pushed the ball to 
4inff isilL off, but eoutdn^t retain crease fn time) 
HijA h XhMibi A <9U pats*. 121 bulls. 8 fours; 

I iiklTHltajll to but AuA Rave catch at long-on) 

d KMdsat h lOipil 68 (68 rotA*, 6& balls. 5 fours: 
tflod to cut nil OOAlWtkfftore took outelile edge for m straight 
qiildi) 

Imroii d CbbUbaii b ZToshl 8 (18 mts. U balls ; pulled 
klffb to ho caught Ot suoaro-leg boundary) 

Bqrl Ih Oha^ 6 M mts., 34 balls: beaten by inswlngoc, 


"r tfT'' 

ii.to.rfiarM 


^.llr « Vengaatitor b Kapil 11 (60 mta., 63 balls, i 
^^^^(^^^detonalvety to an outswinger, ball took <‘<ige 

QotAmSSt opt 6 (17 ttla.. 7 balla) 
muradiW Ibw b K^iil 16 416 mts.. 9 tolls. i four, 
mtoaed lto« of yoi4i^) 

Fidttoimk kna leit: 

TliDid U (b th 4. nb 2) ^ 

TOrftK, 6n (403 mte.. 80.6 overs, 488 balls). 

toOWMIW i Kapl) 23.8-448-4: Obavrl 17-4 69-1; Binny 
INwhl 164-81-9; Tadav 5-0-21-0 

ITAIA QlP inMailS I 1. tor 38 (Maaar. Ha)Ul 26 39 

tvm tn W into.). 6 tor 98 (MaJw, Bahecr ll, 29 in 60). 3 
tor 99 (J^avad. Bahew 11. 0 la 2). 4 for 14.7 {Zah.e;, M.i)a 
8ft 76 In MM). 6 tor 901 (AsK. IU)a 66. 68 In 92), 6 for 
906 {Unfa, Imran ft 8 In 16). 7 tor SIO (Imran, Bari 1. 1 in 
1), 6 tor 260 (Baii, Qadir 1ft 30 In 68). 9 fur 333 «}(ulir 
<)aalffl 1, 3 in 6), 10 tor 242 (Bakht, Qasim 6. lO in lo) 

MVIK ) AeU dropped by Vlshy at first slip when at 81. 

nmiA (8MD WMWOB) i 

> QdvdMmr o Jtort* 6 JMbt a (47 mta. 29 balls. 2 fours, 
nibbled at lha hatt Otttsdw the ntt-etump) 

Okmihai) IbW. b jMibt 19 (Ml mu.. 120 bails, 6 tours. 

net 6WI*S4^’«39 mto, 971 balls, U toura: 

2 Btil^ 

VtrinMlIfttft b Qwim 34 (136 mta.. 78 balla, 4 fours; 
fried to-4m-a ^jtoll^splhnlng In. played on) 

JMkiW*. 1^ h tWcht 60 (iso mte., U3 tails, 9 fours. 
Iftod to fWvto keop It down) 

KbyQTnto 1$w b Maanf- 31 (38 tnts.. 2i baits, 2 tours, 
town wiiltA af one duit «Mne In) a 

]6Wny a #Milr b Ae|l,16 (6S mla.. 31 tolls, tried to loft 
np4j^«kgM to Ikaiirtoi’) 

Fik* (Mt 'll. <66 intli.. 91 balls) 
ft Hi 6. Ito 1ft Wb 1) 

tl^br wW^ m (669 »»., IStdvew. 8(tt balla) 

, ^ - i"' ‘ ' ' 

UptDIMnto ( 1 tor 61 taavaahar, cnmuhan 13. 
^ " Bje 99 4CbMn. Vettftsarkar 21. 66 In 

‘ VeMWriwr 4ft « in 136), 4 tor 
piftp 193 to 190). 6 tor 600 (Kapil 
„ 3U, 6 toy Sto (Roger, Venmmrkai 

jtft’jfnVjRi* ' 
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Chauhan ut out—leq before by Bakhl in the 2nd innmys Yashpai^^ cotcrageous knock 



,.t: 


wheie Chauhan judged the catch 
well. 

With the new ball due, the end 
looked near. And so it was when 
Ban was bowled by Ghavri anti 
Qadir was taken magnificently by 
Vengsarkai diving to his left at third 
slip. Sikandar was trapped leg be* 
fore by ^pil who thus captured nine 
wickets in the match. It was a great 
performance. 

O UR INNINGS DIDN’T GET OFF 
to a good start. What we need¬ 
ed was an opening start of at least 
60. Instead, I left to a poor shot 
hanging my bat out to be caught be¬ 
hind on Sikandar. Chetan and Dilip 
batted resolutely and took the score 
to 92 before Chauhan got a shooter 
and was Ibw to Sikandar. With Vish 
striking form early, wc were hope* 
ful of surprising a few people when 
play resumed next day. In the event, 
Vish failed to play a major innings 
Chough by staying for over an houi, 
he took the pressure olf and gave 
Dibp Vengsarkai the time to got 
over his hesitant start. A prodigi¬ 
ously turning ball from Qasim bowl 
ed Vish and that threw the match 


wide open 

Yashpal Sharma’s maturity was m 
evidence as he intelligently took his 
•ingles and giving the strike to his 
senior partner Vengsarkar while gel 
ting his eye in. When he opened up 
and with Vengsarkar also catching 
the mood, it was good cricket. They 
continued tlie good work and at tea, 
wc were 250 for three, needing 140 
to win in 30 minutes and 20 manda¬ 
tary overs. 

Vengsarkar reached his well-dcsor- 
ved century and just as he and 
Yashpal looked like taking us to 
victory, Yashpal was brilhantlv 
caught and bowled bv Sikandar. 
Kapil continued the good work and 
as he wgrmed up, wc were hope¬ 
ful again. But he fell leg before and. 
with that, our chances diminished 
cousiderab||y« 

Binny tried hard but with Veng 
sarkar losing his ixinoentration a bit 
it was a task. The chase 

was called olf when 26 luns were re¬ 
quired in one uvei But it was a 
great game and m spite ol a draw, 
a victory for cricket 


Vishwanath bowled by Qasim 
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Pakistani Tour Diary 



qPHERE IS NOTHING SO 
* silly for d sports writer 
as to work on other aspects 
of cricketers*'activities when 
the Test cricket is on. Be¬ 
cause such a step tends to 
tread on the private life of 
these much-sought-after glit¬ 
tering heroes. 

The tour diary is one such 
thing where one has to deal 
With this unpleasant aspect. 
While It is easy to describe 
what's happening on the 
field, it takes the skill and 
energies of a master detec¬ 
tive to compile the extra¬ 
curricular activities of 22 
players when they are off 
the field. The very fact 
that India managed to draw 
the first Test had generated 
much moie heat and enthu¬ 
siasm in the rather cold 
Delhi atmosphere than ex¬ 
pected by any stretch of 
imagination. 

It was in this sort of at¬ 
mosphere that Asif IqbaK 
the captain of the visiting 
Pakistani team, made hh 
IDcond appearance in^DeUli 
on 1st Dcc'ember at about 
6.15 in the evening at the 
familiar venue of Delhi’s 
new pride, Taj hotel. With¬ 
in minutes of his arrival 
Asif was down in the 
'Machan* enjoying his cup 
of coffee with a beautiful 
looking public relations 
officer of the hotel. Later on 
—at 0 P.M, to he predse— 
Asif was paying a courtesy 
call on the manager of this 
posh place. 

While the three Indian 
team members namely 
Kapil, Chetan and Yashpal 
made their appearance in 
Oberoi Inter-continental the 
next day. Asif was busy 
watching a friendly cricket 
match at the D. A. V. Col¬ 
lege grounds between the 
Taj group and the Oberoi’s. 

Few hours later at about 
6.30 in the evening the 
entire Pakistani team arriv¬ 
ed by a spedal coach after 
finishing their three day 
fixture against the North 
Zone at Amritsar. The hotel 
Taj had suddenly become 
alive. Winsome maidens in 
their best attaire were seen 
going allround the place. 
Lean and lanky Sikander 
must be considering himself 
lucky to have been surround¬ 
ed by four beautiful look¬ 
ing girls more because of 
the simple reasons that even 
Imran Khan—the craze of 
the women—was also around 
and available. 


A bemning Mrs, Zdhefer Abbas 

While Sikander enjoyed 
•oft murmuring sounds. Im¬ 
ran and Miandad were 
giving company to each 
other and drinking to some¬ 
one’s health. The third morn¬ 
ing brought both joy as well 
as disappointment for the 
members of both the teams, 
the remaining Indian team 
members having arrived 
that very morning it$|elf. 

The match begins and 
everything settles down. 
But the mad fans kept on 
pouring in the two hotels, 
ne girls—mostly teenagers 
—^were seen hoppmg from 
hotel to hotel to get auto¬ 
graphs of the stars. After 
hard day’s work, the players 
of both the teams were busy 
making social calls, attend¬ 
ing parties, thrown either 
by the hotel management, 
friends and by the offi¬ 
cials of the Delhi and Dis¬ 
trict Cricket Association. 
Incidentally, the official 
party was held on the 6tb 
evening at the residence of 


Mr. Y. K. Modi who bore 
the entire expenses. 

While the Pakistani team 
went for shopping on the 
rest day, the Indian team 
members were busy in 
either catching up with lost 
sleep or meeting their rela¬ 
tives and friends. 

On the rest day, the visit¬ 
ing Pakistani team went to 
visit the President of India 
at Bashtrapati Bhavan at 3 
p.m. on an invitation extend¬ 
ed by the President’s Seerr 
tariat. The Indian team did 
not go to attend the recep¬ 
tion as they had not been 
(nvked to the function. A 
big furore was created when 
a report appeared in a sec¬ 
tion of the Press the next 
day to the effect that the 
Indian team went to the 
Basbtiapati Bhavan but were 
turned nark after an hour 
because they bad not been 
invited. The Indian team 
manager later issued a state¬ 
ment contradicting the Press 


report. He produced the in¬ 
vitation letter issued by the 
President’s SecTetariat to 
prove bis point This invita¬ 
tion had been withdrawn 
later. One wonders if the 
dismal performance of tho 
Indian team in the first 
innings had anything to do 
with such a move. It may 
sound improbable, but it is 
quite possible. 

Ex-India captain Bishan 
Bedi was seen on the ground 
during the last two days of 
the Test. On behalf of a 
friend, Bishan took some of 
the members of the Paki.s- 
tani team to a dinner on the 
evening of December 7. The 
Indian team went to attend 
a party thrown by a friend 
the next day. The Pakis¬ 
tani team members, in the 
meanwhile, had a lot of 
visitors both fiom home as 
well as from different parts 
of India. Dilip Oosbi took 
some time oft on the lest 
day, December 7, and spent 
some time with membeis ot 
bis family in Jaogpura m 
Delhi. 

The management of the 
two Delhi hotels, the Taj 
Mahal and the Oberoi In¬ 
ter-Continental, where the 
Pakistanis, and Indians, res¬ 
pectively, were staying, must 
be heaving a sigh of relict 
because the crazy fans wiU 
Ho more crowd their lobbies 
hunting for autographs. The 
telephone operators, too, 
will get some lelief for the 
same reason. ”We were ex¬ 
pecting trouble when Gre 
ory Peck came to Delhi 
urlng the Test, but my 
word, the hell we had to 
undergo this time was un¬ 
precedented”, said a tele¬ 
phone operator of Oberoi 
Hotel. Day in and day out 
there were telephime calls 
for the Pakistani stars by 
endless chains of girls which 
included Anita Shabnam, 
Meena Wadhwa, Anuradba, 
Ethel and a host of others. 
One wonders if the names 
used by the girls were their 
real names at all. After all, 
why should they disclose 
their real names when they 
know that this is a tempo¬ 
rary phenomenon. All said 
and done Kapil continued to 
attract the maximum num¬ 
ber of teenage fans of the 
fair sex. 

The doctors attending 
Imran Khan had advised 
him complete rest and he 
was initially expected to stay 
on in Delhi but then dedded 
not to do so and went on 
with the team. 

ONKAR SINGH 




S(iitt4n|^ suitings intf sartts. fS tOO%^%i^e(ne', cotton and bfinds. Mfotmum^care. maximum-ftlegance fahncs for peopfa on the move^ 



PAKISTANIS vs NORTH ZQNB 

Becli& 

Co's 

selection 

raises 

storm 

ii/lTIl RAIN REDUCING THE 
W Pakistanis’ fixture against North 
Zone to two days at Amritsar's 
Gandhi ground, it was left to the rival 
captains to keep it as interesting as 
possible through the device of decla¬ 
rations. Put in to bat on a soft 
wicket, North Zone declared their 
first innings at the tea total of 191 
for six. Seventy-eight for 3 before 
the day’s close, the Pakistanis res¬ 
ponded when play was resumed 
after the Mohanrain holiday with a 
declaration, when the morning was 
only 25 minutes old at 120 for three. 
Finally, Bedi’s second ^declaration, at 
143 for seven, left the Pakistanis the 
target of 214 in 45 minutes and 20 
mandatory overs. There was no 
question of a decision, and when the 


cnatch ended the Paklsfanis, led by 
Majid' Khan, were 75 for live in their 
second innings. 

The cricket was marked by a spirit 
of levity. But quite a few cricketers 
on both sides could not afford to 
take the game so lightly. The Paki^ 
tanis were resting a few of their 
established *remilars', including cap¬ 
tain Asif Iqbal and superstar Imran 
Khan, At least one of their players, 
32-yeai''0ld Gorakhpur-born off-spinn- 
er Abdul Ra^ueeb, playing his first 
match in India, bagged 4 for 68. An 
unbeaten 67 by Majid Khan was the 
highlight of the Pakistani batting. 
But the credentials of Majid, who 
was adjudged Man of the Match, are 
already beyond question. 

The North Zone team induded 
quite a few players—^young and not 
so young—^wno were either fighting 
for Test baptism or struggling to get 
back into the national side. Arun 
Lai played a knock ot 43 before he 
was caught and bowled and claimed 
due nouce tor it. Rakesh Shukla, 
one of the country's foremost leg- 
spinners outside the lest eleven and 
no mean batsman, also took the eye 
rattling 20 runs, including two sixes, 
In one over by Kaqueeb before the 
first innings declaration. Then there 
were quick bowlers Sunil Valson and 
Yograj Singh—^who are out to prove 
themselves all over agam. Both had 
something to show to those who 
matter. Madan Lai, Surinder Amar- 


ngill and 
nmik ol Bedi 
ing 10 le-egtaUtth 
had little to ahow about thomaelmi 
that natfonal aelectior Vijay Bdehra 
did not already know. 


When Kapil Dev. Yadipal and 
Chelan Chauhan, the three Test 
players in the squad of 16 dtosea for 
North Zone, deckted to rest in view 
of the Delhi Test which was to follow 
the Amritsar fixture, there were still 
13 left from whom the final eleven 
could have been named. But Bedi 
had his own way when he fielded 
Madan Lai and Surinder Amamath, 
both of whom were not in the orlgL 
nai list of 16. Players like the promise 
ing Delhi off-spinner Balr^ who 
made a sensational seven-wicket de¬ 
but in the Ranji match against 
Punjab earlier in November, and 
Punjab’s Rajinder Singh Gh^ must 
have been left wondering if the 
selection conifnittee’'a official choice 
means anything at alL The most 
embarrass^ man at Amritsar must 
have been Vijay Mehra, North Zone's 
representative on the national selec¬ 
tion committee. How is the Board 
viewing the whole episode? 


The Haryana Cricket Association 
have strongly jtu'otested against the 
inclusion of Madan Lai and Surinder 
Amarnath and the North Zone selec¬ 
tion committee is meeting shortly to 
consider the matter. Meanwhile, a 
report has already been lodged with 
the Board. 


Some men use 


Palmolive After Shave 
for the way it feels. 


Other men- 
fior what it does 



Palmoive DerLuxe After Shew Lotion-Cooi, rafrashino^ diflwintl 
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Mr. Vijay Metara^ ctaainnaa of the 
aelecUoa commitiee, wta was present 
at Amritsar says, “I dusodaM my¬ 
self from the meeting at Amri^ 
wbidi decided to include Madan 
Lai and Surtader AmarM^ bec^c 
It waa nanroper fw Mr M. P. Wn- 
dove, to nWald i> He Is i^ a 
moi^r of fbe ^ 

cltose tlie original 



Assoriation, Vice-President of the 
Cricket Board and convener of the 
North Zone selectJon committee, 
said : "Composition of the selection 
committee is enshrined in the c^ti- 
tution of the Board. Any deviation 
from this can entail penalties provi¬ 
ded in the constitution itself. No¬ 
tify can dianae the composition of 
tw committee." 


(Arun Lai 43, S. Aiiiainath 42, Ma- 
dan Lai 25, Di*epak Chopra 21; 
Ra<iuecb 4 for 68. Qadir 2 for 22} 
rod 142 for 7 dedared (M. Amar- 
nath 41 not out. R Shpkla 33, Yograj 
Singb 28 not out; SIkander Bakbt 3 
fur 48, Ehtcstaainuddin 2 for 27). 

PAB3STAH1S : 120 for 3 declared 
(Majid Kban 67 not out) and 75 for 
5 (Sunil Vnlsou 3 for 27). 


SCORES : 

Mram RONS : 191 tor 7 detiami 


A CORRESPONDENT 




















like it or iump it 


Ron Hor'.dt sck 


AIR MARSHAL DAWEE 
Chullasapaya of Thailand 
touched a raw nerve when he 
gave public expression to his 
private doubts about India’s 
financial ability to go thiough 
with the commitment to host 
the IX Asian Games in New 
Delhi in 1982. The reaction 
to hLs Seoul statement was 
swift and sharp. The lOA 
Secretary-General, Air Vice- 
Marshal C. L. Mehta, who is 
also the secretary-treasurer of 
the AGF, retorted that the 
Thai official was talking thio- 
ugh his hat or whatever it is 
that Air Marshals, letiied oi 
active, wear at Press briefings 
He cited chapter and verse to 
establish his point Air Mar¬ 
shal Dawee was worsted in the 
dog-fight that he ^farted. 

The lOA secretary-general 
licked his, whatever It is that 
lOA secretary-generals Uck, 
and rubbed his, whatever it is 
that such worthless i ub, and re¬ 
minded the doubting Thomas 
of Thailand, that the medieval 
principle of the sanctity of the 
contract was not lost on India 
We have never welshed on our 
international obligations in the 
past, why should we do so 
now ? Money ? Why, that’s 
no piobiem The Government 
has agreed to subsidise the 
Games with a grant of Rs 2.'> 
crores Patriotic sentiment was 
satisfied. The sports world of 
Asia went to bed happy. 

But Air Marshal Dawee must 
have had a quiet chuckle when 
he heard of Mr Charan Singh’s 
move to scuttle the Games pro¬ 
ject before the mid-term poll. 
The caretaker Prime Minister 
advanced the drought as a valid 
reason for the withdrawal of 
financial support to the Games. 
The money, he argued, could 
be better utilised in improving 
the lot of the fanners who ran 
only grow rich if they rise ear¬ 
ly, work hard—and strike oil: 
but the Education Mlnlstiy has 
refused to play ball with him 
and prepare the note he desir¬ 
ed for bis Cabinet to act 


The Home Minister, Mr Y R 
Chavan, is no fence-sitter 
where the countiy’s national 
prestige is concerned. He is 
not in favour of a puU-out 
from the Games commitment 
He and his Cong (U) collea¬ 
gues in the coalition Ministry 
will not toe the Lok Dal line 
on this issue. India gained the 
honour of hosting the Games 
at the AGF meeting in Mon¬ 
treal during the emergency. 
But the Shah Commission has 
not catalogued it as one of 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s excesses. 
Why should we count the cost 
now? 



He comet back to power. 

The lOA secretary-general is 
confident that construction 
work on the Games sites and 
village—^not a pile has been 
driven into the ground as yet 
tor a brick laid—will be com- 
tleted In time. More than two 
^la have been wasted in shu¬ 
ffling files and blue-prlnfs frtan 
one Ministry to the other. And 
one is left to wonder wh^her 
the basic sinew to stage the 
selected sports disciplines will 
be able to meet the exacting 
standards of the Intematiotud 


sports federations who demand 
the best for their competitors 

We no longer have as dyna¬ 
mic a personwty as Tony D* 
Mello, who master-minded the 
inaugural Asian Games in the 
capital in 1951, in our midst. 
He had the ability, energy and 
drive to get things done even 
when he worked on a shoe¬ 
string budget. Air Vice-Mar¬ 
shal Mehta creates the impres¬ 
sion that he adopts a thorou¬ 
ghly professional approach to 
to his voluntary jobs. But lOA 
has a barren void where ima¬ 
gination IS concerned and this 
IS reflected in its administra¬ 
tion. Believe it or not, the lOA 
sent several observers to Mos¬ 
cow for the summer Sparta- 
kiad, which had an interna- 
tonal flavour—and they re- 
tunied with an intimate 
knowledge of kitchen facilities 
and car parking arrangements! 

Air Chief Marshal O. P 
Mehra, Mehta, Ashwini Kumar, 
the celebrated police official 
who received an urgent sum¬ 
mons to rush from Jullundur 
to Simla to play golf with Bhu¬ 
tto, and Vijay Kumar Malhotm, 
who has enriched the sports 
life of the capital with such ex- 
dting body*buUding activities 
as tonga races ana kite-flyii^ 
competitions, all have their 
hearts, ailing or sound, in the 
li^t place. They are comple¬ 
te!^ dedicated to the pneanotion 
Iff sport in the countiv. And 
look where our aport la today. 

Vijay Kumar Malhotra, the 
founder—iM«8fdent of the Ai> 
ehery federation, wields a good 
deal of political clout He con¬ 
vinced Mr Morarji Desal, who 
played a good dral of badmm- 
ton to keep fit when he was a 
political prisoner during the 
days of the Raj, that India 
ehould host the OaiaeB when 
the Janata Prime Minister feR 
that the colossal amount redui* 
rad could be more profitwly 
utilised in subsldhdng his pro- 
hlbitkm policy. And tus hriends 
pud coBaslettes 
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V ' ‘ ' I 

m indebted to biM 

fbr ttkftt 

The datiper and debonair 
Ashwini Kumar, who looks 
really smart in a ‘Jewel Thief 
cap, can easily be mistaken for 
a matinee idol, and when a 
matinee idol is the organisinjf 
secretary' of the Asian Games 
what can you expect? Why, 
a musicalcomedy administra- 
tion. Look what’s happened to 
our hockey. The decline starts 
ed during Kumar’s regime. 
Now we have been beaten to 
our knees and we are crawling 
on all fours. 

'nUs year’s Grand Prix attra^ 
rted more lawn tennis ‘bums’ 
than millionaires. The ATP 
sold the MSLTA a ‘bum steer’ 
There is no plausible excuse 
for €he poor quality of the en¬ 
try. We are not peanut ven¬ 
dors. We have jacked the ante 
up from $25,000 to $75,000 
Competitions with similar 
prlae-mohey on theAsian cir¬ 
cuit attiact blokes like Connors 
and Tanner. Vijay Amrltrai 
sailed through to his fourth 
Grand Prix title. He has made 


it a pnu^ice to win the title in 
alternate years. But his vic¬ 
tory, which improved hia bank 
balance, could have given him 
little professional satisfaction. 
He beat a bunch of no-hopers 
There are many critics of the 
Grand Prix who consider it to 
be an awful waste of foreign 
exchange. Among the most se¬ 
vere has been Ramanathan 
Krishnan. It is perfectly true 
that if India pull out from the 
circuit, somebody else will 
snatch our snot and we mav 
never get back on it. But It 
time the AILTA gave the ATP 
a piece of its mind Will it do 
that’ Oh. No. It won't even 
repoit Kim Warwick for ‘tank¬ 
ing’ 

Thumbnail sketch writers 
are quick to remind us that 
Ashwini Kumar was a nattv 
boxer in his Lahore relieve 
days. They don’t tell us the 
same thing about Jimmy Naga- 
rvala, the more substantial 
half of the IHF’s mirth-pro¬ 
voking Laurel-and-Hardy slap¬ 
stick comedy team. But ‘Big 


Jim', Who is passionately fond 
of golf, must have boxed a good 
few ears of constables and 
havildars in his time. That’s 
why he has tume<l his atten¬ 
tion from hockey to boxing to 
work off his surplus adminia- 
tlve energy 

Big Jim, who may call for 
his pipe, call for his bowl and 
call for his caddy at the tee, 
will organise the Rs 6 lakn 
Asian Boxing Championshins 
next February. He has a dnif 
for organisation—hLs monu 
mental effort at the Ahmeda- 
bad hockey international in 
1962, where he was tourna¬ 
ment director, ground supervi¬ 
sor, umpire and AIR fcommen- 
tator, was rated as the greatest 
one-man act since Charlie 
Chaplin by one critic—and 
fund-raising. The competlUoii 
should attract large crowds to 
the Braboume Stadium, which 
Terry Adams conveited into a 
Madison Square Gardens with 
his Rangers promotions which 
brought Abba and Pakistani 
champions to Bombay. 


Creamy cologney lather 
Lavish generous 
Cologne fragrance 
tingling with freshness 
Freshness you can face 
the day with 
Godrei Shaving Creams 
With a choice 

Rich Foam and 
Menthol Mist. 

Both varieties available 
in 70 g & 20 g sizes 



• Open till 
stocks last I 

owGj-m-rai" 
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FOUR SQUARE KINGS 

All the taste, all the way 

India's lorgest seHmg kingsiie f ilter cigarettes 


STATUTORY WARNING; CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO 
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News: National 


NATIONAL TENNIS 

Mass 
entry 
is not a 
good idea 

Indians chief coach AKHTAR 
ALt went to Delhi uninvited. 
Here, he tells SUBHASH S4/?- 
CAR that Indian tennis has a 
bleak future unless steps are 
taken to correct the ills that 
beset it, 

I AM NOT A PLAYER NOW, 
therefore I was not invited. So, 1 
went on my own to Delhi to witness 
the Lawn Tennis Championships of 
India recently. From the Indian 
point of view, the N.itioaals being 
the most important tennis tourna¬ 
ment, the absence of top players was 
veiy coDspicuuu;?. According to news¬ 
paper reports, the championship was 
drawing top players, both Indians 
and foreign, so 1 thought it would be 
really good. Even names like Phil 
Dent, Ross Case and the like were 
^ the news. 

Of course, Ramesh Krishaaa and 
Shashi Menon's names were in the 
draw, but both were absent. Ramesh 
had a back trouble, which he develop¬ 
ed in Hong Kong prior to the Indian 
Open and the Nationals. Not recov¬ 
ering in time, Ramesh’s dedslon to 
opt out was wise, because try as you 
may. you can't play with back trou¬ 
ble. Shashi's case is different. The 
organisers waited till November 
but, I believe, he did not turn up 
because Of some personal reason. 

Regarding the Amritraj brothers, 
the organisers and the players them¬ 
selves know better, without going 
Into any controversy, I can recall 
that two years ago the three 
brothers — Vi jay, Anand and Ashok 
—^played in the Bombay Natiomils 
and it was a prize money touriia- 
ment, the winner being offered R$ 
15,000. That could probably be a 
pointer to the reason. 

In my opinion, it is very Impot 
tant for Indian tennis that our top 
players try and make themselves 
available to play in the National 
Championship. And I'm sure the or¬ 
ganisers could make it worthwhile 
--after all, the public wants to sec 
the best players in action. Even the 
apontors will come forward to put 


money provided they are sure that 
the b^t players will participate. Res¬ 
ponse from the public will come 
only if there is quality. Vijay and 
Ramesh Krisbnan apart, Indians in 
general, are not a big draw at the 
gates, as was evident at the Delhi 
Nationals. The response was very 
poor. Non-partidpatfon of the bigwigs 
also results in false rankings. 

It is high time that something is 
done to save the prestige of the 
country’s major championship. 
Otherwise, the public will lose inter 
est in the game and the sponsors 
are definitely not going to come up 
with finance. Without these two, we 
cannot make any tournament suc- 
cesslul anywhere m the world. 


In Delhi, the organisers collected 
the money from the sponsors, bat the 
diampionship was conducted in a 
very amateur fashion. It must be 
kept in mind that nowadays tennis 
management is an extremely pro¬ 
fessional business. It has to be on a 
commercial basis — give and take 
both ways. 

Taking into account all the funda 
mentals for a good championship, 
the quality of players was absent, 
but the quantity was there. 1 think 
the National Championship of India 
will have to select only the beat to 
make the competition keen. A draw 
of 52 would have been sufiident but 
there were 64 players, a lot of whom 
were just not good enough. 1 was 


A test of 


pAn haujdbs do have some 

W «ducuive fact that 

baa btteb tacoguiaed ftam tba 
time tlw first ipbtbr rally was betd 
on Augiiit 20, 1911 betWMb Cal¬ 
cutta and Banrackpore, urfth a 
nigbt iMlt-at lb* EnwraU Bower 
of Mr Pradyut Naniyaa Tagore, it 
waa organised by tw Own Auto- 
fbobile Aasodation of Bengal, 
estabUsbed fa 1904. in whidi only 
eleven out of tbe 50 cars plying 
then in Calcutta, tiortidpatea. in* 
terestiogly, tbefe were no Indians 
In the rally awl the 'vintagea* 
apeed at that period waa IS in.p,b. 

Since tb^. ralUea bavo become 
a regblar.leatlure and when the 
AAB name woe traariormed to the 
Autonobue Assodation of Eastern 
(odia (MED in the ilftiee, the 
msodation Imld mmr raBies. 
tng wiiicb''tnere bad devoir been 



To edmnieinocaie the AA)^ Ma- 
tbinid IttbHee ikeor, lui attractive 
test of endiiranoe and reliability, 
.over a ran of 1625 tun, wUl bo 
orgaidsed from December 22 to 24, 
co-eponomed by jporMtooridof the 
ABf 6i«up. 

1 

Tbe route trijd eover the eostera 
State«^of BBuir. Oriaaa and West 
at towAfttg the towns of 
tarad<i9b* Gumla. Shm 

Bamra. Cb l win d l pa ds . Angul, 
land iUbub«n^«r. With 
at % OHaae tupttai, 
rill leiiira to CA- 


cutta on 24th evening via Pant-* 
kofii, Keonjbar, Josbipur, Babara* 
gora. Xbe AABI honorary seve> 
tary, Mr Kalyan Bbadra. said the 
“actual time of tbe 16^ km odB 
be only 46 bours, as tiie vehicles 
~*40 cars and 20 motorcyrieb***** 
will be flagged off on' December 
22 at 4 9.m. St an interval Of two 
minutes each.'- TbO mOtor^lirio 
will be flogged off first. The in' 
creating featnte of tbo ralbr is 
tnat it wiU cover tbe scenic tanrafn 
of Orissa and Bibar; a number of 
GbaC sections on tbo witt be 
of added interest to tbe oosnpeti- 
tors, because they hsve to aego* 
tiate »gs8g roads while mam* 
taining the synctaronised rmt of 
time, distance end speed. 

Mr Bhadra feels that the AASt' 
Sptatmprtd sponsersbip ^ may 
attract at least a ooupm of 
all-ladias teams fbr tbe rally 
(Iwt there bas been no re»- 
poiise frmn the Eves till now), 
because a very aittnCtive and en* 
pensive prise awaits the winning 
team. A stiver todeeti wbim WM 
mesent^ to the AA*i. pH 
Atttomobtie AisoriimOa of Ixaidm 
twemy years ago s sbeciBo 
condHion that an riMafly teani 
vrina. ' .. 

Entibis are >t)o«rbiff in from 
everywbrim, Im, IbO eSUag is 60 
so entries will tm frestod on a first 
come fi^ smimd basin Tbe vrin* 

Rs 4,000 tbe wotiftsorid 

trophy, second Ss 2,000 and a 
trophy and third Be 2,000 .and 
troj^y while in tbe mntorrades 
event, tbe winner wtit get Bs AOOO 
and w Sportsworld trophy, second 
Bs 2,000 and tfrmhy and tbbd Rs 
1.000 and troimy* there will, 
however, be varioos ether prises 
given fay other Sms. 

SUBHASH SARCAR 
__ _ - 
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EXCMMBMnal 



tINTAS.BBr SNX 4 24U 


Crisp. siVBUiT 

SMHK 

the best salted biscuit 
. .gives more taste, more satisfaction. 

Britannia biecu He ate the b —t . 



Rawde^ 
for Indian 
pros 

Playing the pro circuit 
for tour yeare hae ght^ 
N. BHANUMURTHY {2SJi 
a clear picture of wtmt 
ails the Indian proftuuUp^ 
nal. The former Wimbkh 
don Juniors player fnmt 
Hyderabad lays thebfame 
squarely on the AIL7A 

PEOPLE IN INDIA MUST BB 
« wondering wbat Is iuMeabif 
to tennis in India. I am wrtaiif tUa 
because I feel the Indian people 
should be given an emlanotum ae 
they have been such fine soppoit* 
ers of the game. 

Indian tennis players, espedalb 
those living abroad, are IMI* 
treated time after time. To give 
just an instance — in this year** 
Nationals at Delhi. Foreign play¬ 
ers were being remunerated nuw 
times more than an Indian Play* 
er of oomoariililo itoilatfiL 
Actually, the oQdals did not even 
bother to invite moat of tba 
Indian players which Indndad 



a lot of_ 

Mama them, ftir ^ gafim fg* 
chanfod ao mneii In On kaS tm 
Mart. I r^anartide trimiaiM 
that any ptafper adOte |^tap^ 
nakaa a comfortalda mang. Ma- 
thing conld ha fmttar tnm Aa 
truNi. The corred igwt It dda 
caaa Is under 2M. 

Although most of the g lagar a 
have asada tMs a ama tbtir prilaa- 
tion. paople tint land to lank at 
tannia more at a pa*“— ‘ 

gnteiBiott. Us, 9 Ihiy 
akuttta to play hr ' 


Ijirmimaatolltogjr a tOyfi^ 

Mi' wM Hi PfoWNW HtH CI H i Uff i H 
^ NT Itoto naaaoead <^idr 

dapaeiaBy fm 
I IMm wMad. Sa^ laanar ar 
V wa ia pot waat to visf to 
tm ^ not 


to- 

alao aggra- 


t lMfli Ikflt MkBiotfttatf cottstnic* 

© aomaa of to qito auitar and 
av aVarta to tatittoi ibla Is 
nal to aato. 


--••yiy surprised that the organiaers 
were so kind to foot the bill for the 
played who participated, by provid¬ 
ing free lunch and tea coupons. It 
is difficult to gauge wbetner these 
dadlities were provided to encour¬ 
age largei participation at the cost 
of quality. 

There were a lot of youngaters 
and some good players. The three 
Germana, all ATP-ranfced playera. 
Elangoan, Bidyut Goswami (now re¬ 
siding in the United States) partfd* 
pated, apart from Shankar Xnabnan 
and Nandan Bal. After watdiing the 
Germans practice, I was miite confi¬ 
dent that Popp would rea^ the final 
In one half and strong^ fancied 
Bidyut Goswami in the other. And, in 
fact. I told Bldynt on the aecond day 
itself that he had a very good ebonoe 
of winning the title, because he and 
Nandan Bal are the onto two players 
who can serve and volley on grass. 
But I don't understand why the 
Nationals are held on gross, particu¬ 
larly when grass is not fashionable 
anymore, anywhere In th* world, 
t^y, even three years bt^i 
Bomoay Nationals were held tStet 
•pending Rs SO.OOO for prepaitog 
grass courts. This is sheer wastage 
of mon^. 

A mong the young players 

who Impressed me very much urns 


the new find. Vasudevan, who played 
very well against Austrian R. netnen- 
ger. But he shouldn’t have lost This 
top seeded junior mode a techaical 
nuBtako when he waa AS, 15.40 In Oie 
final set He had a dumoe to go to 
the net but ha stayed back Instead 
of attacking. He became erratic 
against the more expoienoed 
Anstrlan and threw away four 
matdi points before Reinengei* 
broke Ms service. And that cost him 
Ms mat^. Vasudevan witt have to 
leara to attadc mom if ka wanto to 
get better resnfts. Hmvcver, Vasn- 
devan was made to earn the Junior 
boys title after a tangh battle with 
Surinder Kumar. I wu very mtfs- 
fled with Geeta Kumar and NaHni 
Rangarajan's perfommaoa. HHtti the 
women’s singim title wtaaer Amrita 
AhlnwaUa, Geeta was aMe to de¬ 
molish thr strong dno of Ann Fesh- 
waHa and Kirao Bedl. Amrtta’s 
"donMe” came with this as sha bad 
oarUar brushed sMds Ann to win 
the singles. 


Basicalto, Shankar Krishnan ts a 
vary gDod day-oonct player and had 
beatoa Bidyut to toeNattoni^ at 
Bombay, but one falls to tmdarstaod 
why be tort so oaoily to BMyirt to 
tha finals. Ba bad an assy atatdi 
Anabsbad’s Utargsvs sad to 


the semi-finals, Popp hardly put in 
much effort and allowed the Indian 
to sail into the finals. In the other 
half, Wdynt had a dote match with 
Baliam Singh in the quaiier-finals 
and boot Elaiigoan to a fivooettpr. 
while B'dyut was veiy rtiarp In the 
final and aerved very Well, Shankar 
was just the opposite. 


Betag ATP playert. ane wonld arte 
tha tannediatc anaslioa as to why the 
focaigaers did not perform to expee- 
taUmu. Wen, the day before the 
semis with Shankar. Popp and his 
friends went to see Agra. When 
Popp was told that he had to play s 
Aset n»tch. ha pteyad hatf^beait- 
a^ and omldn’t care less whether 
he won or lost Pm sure Popp 
vmidda’t have dona Ibis if the cham- 
pioirtdp hod prise money instead of 
gnarantee money. 


How e v e r, I am very happy that 
IMhmt won becansa ba happened to 
la one of my tratoaoa and be learnt 
iB Ms tennis to Baimal before goiag 
» the USA, where he is a teaching 
wetoirtanal in Sew York. In fact, 1 
nida Mm start coaching to Belgium. 
When he was Mtotog as an anwtenr 
Iwra. a few yean ago. ha went broke 
md bed to begin ooadilng for a few 
maks. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE 
GREATEST: 
DHYANCHAIMD 


Awizard if 
ever there 
was one 

The only player to repre¬ 
sent both India and Pakis¬ 
tan. Cot. A.t.S. DARA eulo¬ 
gises Dhyan Chand’s craft 
and says his greatness lay 
in making the game look 
easy 

C ricket may recall affec- 

tionately its Grace, Hobbs and 
Bradman and soccer its Matthews 
and Puskas, but there was only one 
Ohyan Chand, incomparable and 
unique. There can be no argument 
about the claims of this maestro as 
the all-time gieat of hockey. 

In his i)eak 4 )laying days before the 
Second World War, Dhyan was re¬ 
ferred to by one superlative alter 
anptlier—Juggler, Magician. Wizard. 
Whatever he was cali.^d, there was 
no doubt this light-build hockey 
genius was a giant among players. 

The secret of ms greatness lay m 
making the game look easy. He em 
ployed the minimum of perspiration 
and the maximum of inspiration. 
Without any apparent effort or strain, 
he managed to achieve matchless 
results. He could score from such 
impossible angles in a game that 
when called upon to repeat the feat 
in practice, he was at a loSs to ex¬ 
plain how he had done it. A born 
genius, he improvised new tricks on 
the spur of the moment to dazzle 
and baffle. Dhyan never possessed 
great speed; in fact, in midfteld he 
was on the slow side. Yet he had the 
astounding knack of spotting a ga 
before it was there and thereby out¬ 
witting his opponents. His brother, 
Roop Singh, on the left, and n^self 
on the right, were the beneficiaries 
of his remarkable ball distribution. 
Once inside the vulnerable circle, he 
struck like lightning, acting so fast 
and with such force that even the 
best goal-keepers in the world were 
left guessing—and beaten! During 
India’s tour, of Auslralia and New 
Zealer.u>^u 1935, Chand scored 201 
30 ^ 



the magician—Dhyan Chand playing far indiev again^si Froncp in the Iff.'iti 
Olympic semi-final^ at Berlin, India won 10-0 


Encourage 
stickwork 

Writing a tetter in World 
Hockey. W. HAVILAH 
DOWN, a life member of 
the New Zealand Hockey 
Association, exhorted pl¬ 
ayers to emulate ibie 
wizard 

A s ONE WHO SAW THE 
Indian wizard. Dhyan Chand. 
develop in the early daya of fals 
hockey career, I was very 
«d in the article by Mr A. E $•!'. 
Dara, of Pakistan, in tiie tlaGltr' 
May Issue of your very yainrSk. 
magazine. Tbh Srst Indian 
team to tout New Zealand wns tlie. 
Indian Army side, manaaad add ' 
captained by Captahi 
General), D. T. In 1^.' 

In my first Intervfevr Wttif Cap', 
tain Cowaoi I asked him if he had; 
any ontstandiag star, in Ore teem 
whom we could write up in the 
press for publicity purposea In 
reply, he said that he bad att IS 
year old boy, Ohyan Chand at-v 
centre forward, who bad tha iBiMi;* 
ings of the mateat Ma^ that hp 
bad seen. Playing heMlbeii - him 
British Army oflkera, C^pttW Cmt 
and Captain BeUdnemar.'CStlRad , 
soon captured the atteanoii snd ;.l 


admiration of hockey players and 
supporters throughout New Zea¬ 
land. His artistry with the hockey 
stick was siiperb. When he return¬ 
ed to New Zealand in 193S as 
captain of the all India represe:.-' 
taUve team he had added • ex¬ 
perience to his natural genius, and 
he was the real master of the 

I agree .with all Mr Dara said 
abont Dhyan Chand. On this 1935 
tmrrbe was . partner^ at inside 
left by his brotlmr, Roop Singh, 
and the pair, made an IrresistiDle 

nwlprtunate for the good 
ef.ofKM^ey that the wonderful 
aa displayed by Dhyan 
tShand' and US brother, is not 
;A|iDMiniged'' hi, modem hodcey 
Whete samp- ihtomatfonai bodem’ 
.nmpoes^ even in o^mplc Games ■ 
idwW. hargini,. body play and 
bwipdg M mdu ndthout tddng 

. In ;my oplfition. it is ene of the 
dt#Nli m the nmpuo to protect the 
glaym. aMv the gan^ 

When ' tte Interootfonal 
BadeimtkMt tehee a flnner 

, to 'cengratuhite. the 
end *ko ymiirself, Mr 
estsaHence of smyr 
' t trust wllj cesi- 
I Ip be e valuable 
of the 






goab in 43 games. He had mastered 
the art of **deoeption’' to perfection. 
Rarely did he employ the hit to 
achieve his goal. Invariably, it was 
the low, thrilling, fast push which 
would l^at the goalkeeper hopeless¬ 
ly; even in midfeld, it was timing 
rather than speed which fed his 
fellow team-mates. Whenever we 
tried to outpace him through speed, 
Dhyan would shout at us saying 
••What’s the hurry? Go slow.” 


D hyan was born at allaha 

bad in 1905. For generations his 
famfly had served with an Indian re¬ 
giment and, as a sepoy, he learnt his 
hockey from British Army officers. 

1 had the privilege to play with 
and under him for All-India and 
many a time played against him as 
we belonged to the fame regiment. 
He was a thorough gentleman^ and a 
true sportsman who never lost his 
temper. 

During the final of the 1936 
Olympic Hockey tournament, the 
Germans decided to play rough after 
six goals had been scored against 
them. Going for Dhyan, the German 
goalkeeper removed one of his teeth. 
Coming back after receiving first aid, 
Dhyan instructed us not to score any 
more goals. '*We must teach them a 
lesson in ball control,” he said. So 
we repeatedly took the ball up to the 
German drcl? and then back-passed 
to dumbfound uur opponents. We 
beat Germany 8-1, and Chand scored 
six times himself. 

In one Olympic match in 1932, 
Chand and his brother scored 19 
vpals between them. He did, in fact, 
wm gold medals in three successive 
Olympics (1928, 1932 and 1936) and 
but for the War, would undoubtedly 
have collected more, for he was still 
playing for India in 1946. Dhyan 
Chand belonged to the real, Oriental 
School of hockey which was sbghtly 
different from the one displayed in 
the former Punjab. 

Both Dhyan and his brother Roop. 
who each represented India on many 
occasions, owed their masterly ball 
control to the fact that they bent low 
over the stick. For this reason, both 
were always vulnerable to injury. 

The degree of ball control that 
Dhyan possessed was not possible 
without his crouching style. Others 
employed robust tactics and tried ^ to 
get past an opponent through sp^d 
and thrust but not Dhyan. With him, 
it was sheer artistry and nothing 
else. 

A sports club in Vienna built a 
statue, showing Dhyan Chand with 
four hands and four hockey sticks as 
if he were some deity. To those 
Viennese, at least, he certainly was 
because they said that no ordinary 
man with two hands and one stcK 
could plaj' so well. 

Courtesy: WORLD HOCKEV 


There will 

never be 

another 

• 

W ITH THE LATE BIRU GHOSH, 

who died vn an air crash on 
his way back from the Rome Olym¬ 
pics, Gian Singh formed the most 
famous pair of umpires Indian hoc¬ 
key has known. Thtry were to Indian 
hocket/ what Frank Chester was to 
English cricket. If Dhyan Chand 
could do no wrong, Ghosh and 
Gian Singh could make no mistakes. 
Yet, being only human, they did — 
both Dhyan Chand and the famous 
umpires. 


It happened in the year 1936, 
when the Army, led by Dhyan Chand, 
met the Railways, led by Fenniger 
in a match in Delhi*s Mori Gate 
ground. If Dhyan Chand was the 
world^s greatest centre-forward, 
Fenniger was undoubtedly the great¬ 
est centre half the world of hockey 
has known. 

In a first half “duel” between the 
two greats, Fenniger waited at the 
top of the to make his move as 
Dhyan Chand came feinting and 
swerving. Suddenly, from outside the 
circle, Dhyan Chand took a shot, and 
to the surprise of everybody at Mori 
Cate ground, Ghosh blew for goal 
But the great sportsman that Penni- 
ger was he made no show of dis¬ 
approval. Both Dhyan Chand and 
Fenniger smiled and continued with 
the game. 

During a half-time chat, Ghosh 
leami the truth. By then it was too 
late for that great gentleman umpire 
to do anything about the matter. 
Explaining his mistake, he said: 
'*But how can Dhyan Chand make 
the mistake of taking a shot from 
outside the *17? 

Seveniy-one^ear-oLd Gian Singh, 
who began his umpiring career in 


1932, is also a laeU-known author of 
several books on the game besides 
being a coach. A contemporary of 
Dhyan Oiand, who died in Delhi on 
December 5 at the age of 74, Gian 
Singh described to D, RAHUL the 
wusard^s magic. 

D hyan chand is no more. 

Ihcrc will never again be an¬ 
other Dhyan Chand. He was describ¬ 
ed as Wizard, Magician and **jadu- 
gar”. Many people who know little 
of hockey would tend to think he 
was just a great dribbler or jugglei 
ot the ball. Nothing is further from 
the truth. 

Many people doubt if Dhyan 
Chand, who came to be addressed as 
“dada” in bis later years, would 
have been successful in modern 
hockey marked by the defensive tao 
tics perfected by the Europeans. I 
would like to straight away dispel all 


such doubts. Dhyan Chand, I can say 
with confidence, would have been a 
great success even today — against 
anv type of defensive tactics. Every 
dribble, every move of Dhyan Chand 
was meant to pierce the opposing 
defence. There has been no greater 
finder of gaps in hockey than Dhyan 
Chand. li fie found no gaps, he crea¬ 
ted them, and after he had created 
them, his inimitable passes did the 
trick. On the synthetic Astroturf, he 
would have been an even greater 
success. 

Forwards like Dhyan Chand knew 
how to scatter packed defences. 
They began their moves well inside 
their own territory, drawing theii 
opponents out. So many times have 1 
seen Dhyan Chand fall back deep 
inside his own half, often in the 
“twenty-five”, and from there send 
the ball to wingers on the flanks. 
Methods such as Dhyan Chand em¬ 
ployed can be followed only by 
players of exceptional ability. But 
then Dhyan Chand, and his collea¬ 
gues of the 1930s were players of 
exceptional ability. 

In cricket good catchers in tlie 
field can “make” a biiwler look 
great. Dhyan Chand in his day 
“made” many a winder Ipok great 



Dhyan Chand beats the German goalkeeper Wamholtz m the final of the 
1936 Berlin Olympiesf. which India won 8-1. The other Indian plaver is 
Dara. 
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his passes. He made those pass¬ 
es for the asking. Finding a gap. 
he would send the ball at a speM 
which synchronised with the strid<^ 
of the speeding winger. The rest was 
easy. 

Nobody in hockey has scored more 

g oals than Dhyan Chand or shown 
etter skill as a dribbler. Yet. Dhyan 
Chand hated what he called *'selfish" 
play. He was not very fast or very 
strong He played with a minimum 
of effort so that he was as fresh at 
the end of a game as he was In the 
beginning The secret was that he 
made the ball travel at his sweet 
will. How many times have 1 seen a 
goal being scored wkh just three 
passes straight from the hully-off. 
The first pajss after the bully went 
to the* winger, say Kishan Lai. From 
the wing the ball would be spanked 
in swift and sure In the middle, 
Dhyan Chand would be found wait¬ 
ing for the centre. A deft flick or 
push then completed the move. 

Dhyan Chand was rightly famous 
for hts flicks and pushes. These 
strokes, as any student of the game 
knows, are more dependable when 
accuracy is desired. A flick or push 
by Dhyan Chand was deadlier than 
the most powerful of drives But 
Dhvan Chand was also an excellent 
striker of the ball. Hf was an ex¬ 
cellent converter of short comers. 

With advancing years his influence 
on the game and those who played 
H grew stronger and stronger. He 
could get angry with "selfish” play¬ 
ers and those who wasted a ball be¬ 
cause of a hurr>ed pass made with¬ 
out looking out for a teammate to 
r.eceivc it. Those reprimands of his, 
which 1 heard at close quarters 
while umpiring numerous games in 
which Dhvan Chand played. were 
taken in the right spirit How could 
the king of the game be answered 
back? The king could do no wrong. 
"Jaldl kya hai? (What is the hurry?)*’ 
or "Kya karte ho? (What arc you 
doing)" or "Aisa kyon kiya? (Why 
did you such a thing?)" he would 
shout when he became irritated. 


There was no aspect of the game 
of which he was not a master. His 
mastery of the bully was legendary. 
The bully was a very important part 
of the game then. Now it is only 
tolerated as a way of starting the 
game. We might soon see the day 
when hockey matches will begin 
with a stroke by the side which 
wins the toss, in the fashion of soc* 
cer games. Ninety-nine times out of 
one hundred Dhyan Chand would win 
a buUy. Did he cheat? This question 
has b^n asked of me by many. A 
player is guilty of cheating only 
when he is caught in the act. Dhyan 
Chand was never caught cheating by 
umpires. And that is that. 
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Bom on August 29, 1905 at Alla* 
habudi, Dhyan Chand learnt his hoc 
key on the "bajri" grounds of bis 
beloved Jhansi. His club was the 
famous JhaQ«* Heroes who were 


runners-up of the IBSS Beighton 
Cup tournament. Joining the Bridt* 
min Begiment at Delhi in 1922, ha 
switched to the 2/14 Punjab Regi¬ 
ment when the former regiment was 
disbanded. He became a Viceroy’s 
Commissioned Officer m 1830 and a 
King’s Ck>Rimission6d Officer in 
1943. Free India honoured him by 
conferring on him the Psdma Bhu* 
Shan in 1956. 

Dhyan Chand was the baby ot 
the team when India first took part 
in the Olympic hockey tournament 
in 1928 at Amsterdam. He was matn- 
rer when he played in the 1932 
Olympics at Angeles, but still 

a simple and shy man. On their 
way back from Los Angeles, the 
Indian team broke journey to play a 
few games in Europe. So enchanted 
was a young girl with Dhyan 
Chand*s game at Prague that she 
ran into the pitch to kiss him. See¬ 
ing the girl coming at him, Dhyan 
Chand Is reported to have fled. Ulti¬ 
mately. as the story gpes, he was 
eisuaded to allow the lass to kiss 
iin I he girl described Dhyan Chand 
d.s an "angel". Four years# later, 
when Dhyan Chand went to the 
Berlin Olympics, the same girl 
came to watch him play again To 
show that Dhyan Chand was as 
much theirs as India’s, the Germans 
in 1936 called him the "German 
Dhyan Chand" 

Suddenly in the middle of the 
game, Dhyan Chand would be seized 
by the urge to get close to nature. 
He would then take off his shoes 
and stockings and play barefooted. 
This IS exactly what he did in the 
Berlin Olympic final against Ger^ 
many, which India won 8-1. His 
shoes and stockings went over the 
sideline after ^rmany shocked 
India by taking the lead The rest of 
the story is loo well known. India’s 
eight goals included six from the 
stick of Dhyan Chand. 

He was 

nMivible, 

iNftgra^ 

FAQIR CHAND VERMA 

WAS MY GOOD FORTUNE TO 
have toured New Zealand in 1926 
as a full-back of the Indian Army 
team led by Captain D. T. Cowan. 
The outstanding player of the team 
was undoubted^ Dhyan Chand, then 
only 21. Hockey was God’s gift to 
Dhyan Chand. Another gift that 
God gave this simple man wai the 
gift of humility. His fame as a 
hockey player never went to his 
head. Every time anybody came up 
to him after a match and praised 
him, Dhyan Chand would nay softly. 


"AaJ mera khel Jama nahin”. (1 
did not play well today). 

The striking point about Dhyan 
Cband’s game was his unselfishness. 

If he had wanted, be could have 
scored twice the number of goals he 
actually did, so good was his finishing 
and so good his dribbling. He could 
dick and push so well because of his 
umnderful pair of wrists. Olherwiso, 
physically he was not much of a man 
oomnared to other players. He prac¬ 
tised the art of passing to the vdngs 
to perfection. 

There have been many other good 
centre-forwards, hut none of them 
could match Dhyan Chand for draw¬ 
ing out opposing defences. The 
way he sent his diagonal passes to 
the wings is something out of this 
world. If at the start of a match an 
opposing half back is made to chase 
a winger a few times, bs will soon 
be short of breath. That is what 
Dhyan Chand did to opposing half 
hades. He made them sprint and 
scramble with those inimitable pas¬ 
tes of his. 

Talking of Dhyan Chand’s unsel¬ 
fishness, 1 am reminded of at least 
one occasion on the 1926 tour of New 
Zealand when he b'cam* "selfish", 

If 1 miy use the word. But it was 
tor the team that he did so. The 
Indian Army team were two goals 
down at half-time at Auckland. Then 
captain Cowan spoke to us. He 
egged us on by .saying : "It is half¬ 
time and we are two goals down. It 
will be a disgrace to th3 Indian Army 
if we lose." 

Quidc cdme a reassuring answer 
Irom Dhyan Chand "Fikar mul^ 
karo. Sir" (Don’t worry), DKi'^n 
Chand went through on his own ‘ewice 
to get two goals to out us on level 
terms again. Thnn he returned to 
his normal "unselfish" game. The 
Indian Army went on to easily win 
the day. Captain Cowan and the 
rest of us. his teammates, were 
grateful to Dhyan for his momentary 
"selfishness". 


1 vividly remember the trials which 
took place before the team was selec¬ 
ted. All of us reported at Lahore 
where the British oflBcer began by 
asking us "Kidhar se "aya ?" We 
told him our regiments and took the 
field. Francis, an Anglo-Indian, who 
was selected oentre-haB, had one 
look at the frail-looking dark, boyish 
Dhyan Chand and remarked: ^e 
kaun hai? Ye l^a khelega?” (Who 
is he ? What will he play ?) Dhyan 
Chand, with a colourful scarf round 
bis bead, lost no time in showing his 
magic He made even Frauds look 
a sorry flmire with a few dribbles and 
dodges wnich .sent the centre-half the 
ether way. Everybody then quiddy 
developed a healthy respect for 
Dhyan Chand. 

Such Instano&s were numerous. 
Dhyan Chand gave of his best in the 
face of a challenge or taunt 1 re* 



member a Rawalpindi district Rnal 
to which the Hospital Corps team, 
including several fine players from 
Sansarpur, the nursery of hodiey 
near Jullundur, had come thinking 
they had as good as won the tourna¬ 
ment. Maj Atma Singh, the centre- 
half, was determined to bottle him. 
Somebody whispered to Dhyan Chand 
that the crowd had come to see his 
team, the Punjab Regiment, from 
Jhelum. get defeated. 

“Aisa hai?” (Is that so?), he re¬ 
marked. He then proceeded to make 
the Hospital Coips team look like 
novices. A few feints and dodges 
by Dhyan Chand made Atma Singh 
look sorry. Dhyan's regiment won 
that final easily. Not < n y did he 
score a couple of goals, he also made 
a couple of others for his colljagues. 

Hockey players like Dhyan Chand 
are born once in ages, 

Dhyan 
Chand as I 
remember 
him 

A product of Lahore, 
COMMANDER G. NANOt 
SINGH goes back 35 years 
^c^co/lect his first meet¬ 
ing with Dhyan Chand 

1 MET DHYAN CHAND FOR THE 
first time in 1944 when 1 was play¬ 
ing for Government College, Lahore. 
I could not imagine that such a 
simple man was that great legendary 
figure in the hockey world. Who bad 
not heard about his fame of 1928. '32. 
'36 Olympics? Adolf Hitler called him 
after the finals of the Berlin Olym¬ 
piad in 1936 and was sur^ 
prised to know that he was only a 
sepoy in the Indian Army. I never 
had the opportunity of watching 
Dhyan when he was at the top of 
his form but I was lucky enough to 
play in his team in 1952 when an 
esdiibition match was arranged at 
Calcutta. One could see the spark] a 
In J^s game even at this late stage. 
His passes were accurate to an inch 
and he expected that passes given to 
him should be of the same quality 
He insisted that a pass should bs 
such that a team-mate should have 
no difficulty in stopping or trapping 
and should always be ahead to ac 
celerate the speed in the game. 

His scoring ability from all angles 
of the striking area was tremendous. 
He had an immense variety of stroke 
and they came with lightning speed 
whidi more often than not caught 


the goal-keeper on the wrong foot. 1 
remember a goal which he scored 
when a ball came waist high and he 
pushed the ball in the net with the 
handle of the stick. It was a fantasy 
tic goal and only a player of his 
calibre could score a goal from an 
impossible position. People ask me 
what was so great about him and my 
answer has always been: 'Tlayers 
like Dhyan Chand are born once in 
a century. It was his personal bril¬ 


liance in stick-work which he deftly 
applied when it was needed, com 
bined with team work made him the 
most effective forward of the time." 

These were the qualities that made 
him great. He always played for 
the team. But do not forget that 
adiievements were by practice, prac¬ 
tice and practice. There are no short 
cuts even for brillian^-j^lavers like 
him to be a perfect. 


SuniJ Malhotra 
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Sportsworid Exclusive 


AUSTRALIA vs WEST INDIES 

(King) 
Richards 
the great 

JOHN BENAUD 

U^LL, IF THIS IS THE NEW- 
YV look diet of super cricket to be 
forerer more dished up to the Austra 
lian cridcet faii» the great game here 
is in trouble. It was a yawn, the 
tedium only relieved by some ex 
cellent batsmanship from artists 
Greg Chappell and Vivi Richards, i. 
wonderfully swashbuckhog record 
last widcet partnership for the West 
Indies, and the incredible reflexes of 
Australia's 'keeper Hod Marsh. The 
over rates were pathetic, as they ha. 
to be with the West ladies line-up so 
cbockful of pacemgn and Australia 
likewise, except for the left-arm sp 
of Rrignt On the perfect batting 
pitch at Queensland's Gabba ground, 
the chances of a draw were always 
odds on even when Australia pro 
duced one of its typical middle order 
crashes In the first innings. And the 
fans showed the cricket board Just 
what they thought of it all—^they 
forgot to turn up. Interestingly, the 
matdi crowd figures were only mar¬ 
ginally up on those for the Australia 
vs England first Test a season ago at 
the same venue. When one considers 
that was the time of the great Aus¬ 
tralian cricket split, with crowds be 
ing shared between the ACB and 
WC, then officials will have had 
mtle Joy over all the empty seats at 
this first Test in this ncw-look series 
between Australia, the West Indies 
and England Perhaps, in hindsight, 
one could have predicted the public 
disinterest. The day before the T^st 
began, there was none of the build 
up atmosphere one associates with a 
Test—there was no buz.? in tli * 
streets, few turned up, at the nets 
to watch the last practices, the Mayor 
couldn’t even make it to his own 
welconung reception for the teams. 
He was ill, but once, a Mayor would { 
have walked on fire to host such pro¬ 
ceedings. Quite simply, there has 
been none of the usual build-up. 

With the Test came the chmax 

Instead, the West Indies have oeen 
strolling around in the Victorian 
countryside, had a match in South 
Australia, one in faraway Tasmania 
and a couple of one-^y games. Not 
au altogether pleasant stroll, mihd 
you. Vivi Ricuards managed to tear 
two thigh iruscles and was in doubt 


foi the Test. Momentarily though 
The day before the Test, Clive Lloyd 
went into hospital for surgery on bis 
right knee and Gordon Greeoidge 
strained his nght thigh Colhs King 
recently operated on for a sinus con¬ 
dition, was in doubt, to — recurring 
nose bleeds. As it was, they all play 
ed — except Lloyd. Eieryck Murray, 
so long in Lloyd's captaincy shadow, 
took over for the first time and when 
he won the toss nobody really ex¬ 
pected him to do anything else but 
send in Austraba — even though it 
was steamy, hot and the pitch brown 
jusd true Memories went flashing 
hack to I9S4 at the Gabba when Len 
Hutton, dragged down by a battery 
of pacement, sent in Hassett's men 
and sweated while Australia battered 
over 8ix*hundred. Yet, perfect though 
the conditions were for batting, the 
••wedded" Australians were soon in 
trouble. All the problems of the 
openers that have been witli 
Australia so long now, were immedi 
ately apparent when McCosker tried 
to hook Crolt. 


Bruce bak'd has his helmet kaockea 
off btf a rtsmq ball from pacetman 
Michael Holdmg on the fourth day 



Croft IS an interesting bowler. He 
starts his run, a long one, from a 
line behind the umpire. Half a dozen 
paces from the stumps he swerves 
out to the edge of the crease and. 
then slants the ball back at the bats 
man. He gives the impression of 
ways slanSng to leg. There is temp 
tatlon to turn him that way. But h 
is subtle. There is a clever variation 
of pace and surprisingly, with his 
lean away-action, he can cut one to 
the sbps. 

McCosker got the double. Wary ot 
hooking since he had hii^ jaw broken 
by Wilts m that Centenary Test, 
McCosker has shelved it somewhat 
in recent times. Here he went for it. 
a quicker ball, lifting quickly and 
cutting away. McCosker's crossed bat 
gave only a top-edged catch to Kaliu 
charran at first slip. And when 
Border went, it was two for 26 Very 
probably, the West Indies had watch 
ed the McDonalds Cup one-day knock¬ 
out the week before the Test when 
veteran seamer, Max Walker entia'd 
Border to cut too close to his body 
Here the giant Garner, whose bounce 
Is so awkward, did the same Bordei 
%vill have to look to this weakness in 
what is one of his most productive 
shots. 


It was a minor collapse that 
brought together Laird and Greg 
Chappell, destined to be Australia's 
heroes through the Test, as the rest 
of the batsmen struggled sluggishly 
against the pressure of r>ace Laird 
was splendid in gnt and deter mi na 
tion, the silent partner who dabbed 
a single here, another glide there, 
now and again cutting well He is 
terribly restricted because of his 
back commitment at the second 
fore the bowler delivers. Tha^’^iSa 
trait of Ian Chappell’s battnig It 
makds him a square player, but very 
effective. He took all Croft could 
throw at him, Holding and Roberts, 
below their best, seeming to have 
been rather disappointed by the 
feather-bed reaction of the pitch to 
their efforts. Croft hit him in the 
fingers and when he went around 
the wicket to try to exploit a leg- 
ftump weakness struck Laird twice 
around the heart Gamer had them 
ducking and weaving too. But the 
pall* stayed at a time when break¬ 
through would very probhbly have 
meant total collapse, so violent was* 
the attack from Croft and Gamer. 
Chappell went, pulling at 74, a 
^ical Chaps>e1l innings, spiced with 
some effortless cover shots. Most 
constant were the pushes off the 
pads in the arc from backward- 
square to mid-on. By then he had 
added 130 with Laird and three for 
1^, while not match-winning, was 
certainly a lot better than the start 
hinted at 

As ft so often happens after a long 
partmrship, the next man in, Kim 
guflfies, lasted only a short time. 
Croft gave him a wicked slanting 

*•»«* *^““**‘* **>« <w 

miadle. The chancy David Hookes 






and Laird went along to 228. but by 
Ibeii the light was failing with about 
an hour to the close. Hookes seems 
to have lost a lot of his talent in the 
two seasons of World Series. He is 
too eager to hit the ball. There is no 
patience. Probably a victim of the 
one-day game which is now so pre* 
valent. 

The saddest moment of the day — 
surely the Test — came at that score. 
Garner got one to rear up at the 
tiny Lai^. on 92, just eight short of 
a century in his first Test, and it 
flew to Deryck Murray. Hc*d batted 
320 minutes. One run later, the new 
batsman. Rod Marsh appealed 
against the light, successfully. It was 
not a day of which the revamped 
A^ustralians could be proud. Roberts 
and Holding were down and out vei 
early in the proceedings. Yet Croft. 
Garner and King triggered a near 
disaster. 

That disaster was reality by th; 
end of the second sweltering day. 
The West Indies, only three wickets 
down, Haynes, Greenidge and Kalli- 
charran, were only 35 runs short of 
AustraliaVs first innings. All hopes 
rested on the fickle bat of Hookes 
and the oui-of-touch Rod Marsh when 
Australia resumed. Eighty-foui 
minutes later the side was out. 
Hookes tried a replica o! the pall 
shot that resulted in his jaw being 
broken thrice two ^r^snns ago._ I 
flew up, then descended softly like i- 
parachutist into the hands ot 
Michael Holding at wide mid-oii. 
Marsh glanced Garner and Murray, 
more agile than I thought possible, 
♦nok a splendid catch to leg. Lillee 
was’teaten palpably by a slow 
Garner yorkcr, Bright hit over an off' 
drive and »Hog^ succeeded only in 
edging a Roberts, full toss into his 
stumps. The la.st three wickets are 
proof of the adige that there is no 
better place to ? owl to the “rabbits**, 
than fast and straight on the stumps. 
Well up. 

I F CAPTAIN GREG CHAPPELL 
tut'tutted over this debacle, he 
must surely have been grief-stricken 
when the Australians tried the other 
aspects of the game, bowling and 
fielding. What a mess. Greenidge wai 
three, the total seven, when Lillee 
gave him a ripping bouncer. It skied 
high out behind^ square-leg where 
Thomson, on the run, settl^ himself 
finally and waited for it. A slight 
case of misjudgemeot. About a foot. 
At the last moment, the normally 
safe Thomson thrust his hands for¬ 
ward and out it spilled. And Hogg 
had two chances to get rid of the man 
who would be the West Iiidles hero, 
Richards. 

Both came when the great pUtyer 
had reached his 50. Perhaps the badly 
limping Richards suffered a con* 
centration let-down, but first of 
slammed one back, then a more 
gentle one. Down they went and Greg 
Chappell himself put down Rowe at 
first slip late in the day. It must 
have been heart-breaking for Lillee 


who toiled manfully, switching his 
pace and length beautifully. 

Thomson, although he bowled the 
best ball of the match — a brute of 
i thing that reared at Richards and 
very nearly took off his head — was 
luck-lustre. Yet, he picked up Haytii^s 
and Kallicharran — giving Marsh a 
hat-trick behind. But the sad infer¬ 
ence that must be drawn from this 
"^Tesl* and indeed the one-day inter¬ 
nationals is that Thommo the terror 
is no longer. Mark my words — he 
Is a spent force. And unless there is 
an extraordinary about-face, the 
Australians will win few encounters 
this summer. 


Richards did more to establish 
himself as the world*s finest bat. 
There were perfect cover drives. We 
have seen those fr6m Cowdrey, the 
exquisite timing and foot placement. 
Richards has the raw power, too. ^And 
there were countless clips to the on. 


The extraordinary thing is that with 
that jumbo bat he carries, one doesn't 
quite realise the enormous impact he 
is having on a game. He just flows. He 
and Kallicharran added 105 in 120 
minutes. That was the partnership 
that sank the Australians. Some 
praise here for Hogg. After his in¬ 
different form in Inaia^ he certainly 
leh Thomson, although the claimer 
of more wickets, far behind in the 
accuracy department. 

If the day belonged to -any Austral¬ 
ian it was Marsh, immaculate as 
ever when Haynes went at the total 
93. It was Marsh’s 200th Test victim. 
And the one from Kallicharran was 
* a book that ran off the face of the 
: bat. Superb work. Yet he exceeded 
that standard on the third day when 
he caught the mighty Richards. Not 
before the West Indian genius had 
passed his^SfiCdEui p*jnlury against 
the Australians ari<I""hk». ninth against 
all countries. He resumed at 80 and 
the 20 extra he needed came in - veu 




time. Three of them gloriously struck 
fours off Hogg. 

When Richards finally %veat, it was 
probably more thiough broken con¬ 
centration than good Australian 
attack. Passing the hundred always 
leads to a let-down and often one 
could see Richards fighting to cope 
with relaxation. Eventually, he spar¬ 
red at Lillee and the off cutter got the 
inside edge. Marsh was moving well 
away towards first slip for the outside 
edge. Then he back-flipped and took 
the inside edge close to the ground. 
A marvellous piece of wicket-keep- 
ing. He deserves the tag Best in the 
world today. 

That signalled a West Indies crash 
and at nine for 385, Australia seem¬ 
ed not too badly off on a pitch that 
bad improved rather than detenor* 
ated. Then came the giant Garner, 
rubber wrists, flaying blade, to 
change things to the worst The **Big 
Bird*', as fans love to call him, 
swatted three fours and more sixers 
— four—as he belted his way to 60. 
his highest score in Tests With his 
fellow fast bowler, Colin Croft, he 
put on 56 for a record last wicket 
stand for the West Indies What 
markable hitting. He swished Kay 
Bright, the left-arm finger spinner, 
high over square-leg {or six. Then 
another — as a result, straight out 
of the attack Number three was the 
summary dispatch of a David Hookes 
left-arm over wrist spinner high 


over square-leg. And another part* 
Ume spinner, Alan Border copped 
the fourth, straight do%m the ground 
Into the crowd. 

So the West Indians, with a lead 
of 173 and hope in their hearts, had 
tline tor nine overs at Laird and 
McCosker. The Australians got the 
30, courtesy some splendid strokes 
square on the off from McCosker. 
And by stumps on the fourth day 
when the Australians were only three 
down for 240 and Hughes and Greg 
Chappell looking solid, it seemed 
only a typical Australian crash could 
end the game In anything but a 
draw. 

Laird was heroic again, withstand¬ 
ing alt the brimstone and lire th^ 
fastmen could muster. He took one 
from Holding to the ribnzage and as 
he winced with pain, was aghast 
when the ball dropped and spun onto 
the leg stump. The bails stayed firm. 
Laird was 10. And at IS, he was hit 
on the helmet and it dropped near 
the stumps Chappell, with whom he 
added IW, was dropped at slip by 
Kallicharran. An easy chance, waist 
high to the right. Chappell was a 
mere 21. The Australians made it 
very safe on the last day. Hughes and 
Chappell went along adding 118.. 
Chappell’s century was his fifteenth 
In Tests and Hughes’ century took 
him past the 1,000-run mark in Tests 
In a year — not many can lay claim to 
that. 


When Chappell surpii&ingly closed 
with an hour to go, the West Indies 
even more surprisingly collapsed. 
Three for 16 they were when Hogg 
liit a purple patch. When he got 
Haynes leg-before he stumbled in his 
follow-through and actually made his 
appeal sitting on his bottom in the 
fliiddle of the pitch. The most inter¬ 
esting incident came Just on € p.m. 
stumps, liillee was bowling to Collis 
King and was no-balled for extensive 
over-stepping. 

In typically boring fashion, Lillee 
decided a tantrum was in order. He 
took a short run and indicated to 
Gryg Chappell he would bowl slow 
spin. ChapTCll a^usted the field ac¬ 
cordingly. One slip. Marsh up on the 
stumps, the field scattered. Lillee 
bowled a bouncer, very fast Kalh- 
diairan was on strike now. Marsh 
took it in front of his eyes, runninx 
backwards, terrified. Greg Chappen 
grabbed the ball from Marsh and 
walked steadily down the pitch to 
wards the retreating figure of Lillee 
now on fils way back to his normal 
mark. Chappell spat out his chewing 
gum. He looked angry. When he 
reached Lillee, he shrugged his 
shoulders and there were angry 
words. Lillee bowled no more no¬ 
bails. What a sad finish to a Test, 
What a sad commentary on the 
greatest game that we have to cope 
%vith prima donnas bke Dennis Lillee 
A. great bowler, but now a great bore 




Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


"Anaem is a big help 
for quick relief from 
the miseries of colds 
and flu” 

says Nurse Natalia D’Souza 



What causes colds and flu? 

Air-boine viruses from infected persons 
spread colds and flu. Normally, the 
body resists these v*ruses. But over- 
exertion or under-nounshment weak¬ 
ens the body and lowers resistance to 
infection 

What are the symptoms? 

Bodyache, heaviness in the head, 
sneezing and a runny nose Flu is often 
accompanied by shivering, discomfort 
and sweating Cough, sore throat, loss 
of appetite and fatigue may follow. 

Can it lead to complidations? 

Neglected cases may lead to pneumonia 
and infection of the upper respiratory 
tract. 


How does Anacin help? 

Anacin relieves the misery of colds and 
flu Anacin is strong—it contains more 
of the pain-reliever doctors most 
recommend all over the world Anacin 
IS trusted by millions. It is a com¬ 
bination of medicines like a doctor’s 
trusted prescription So at the first 
signs of cold or flu take Anacin four 
times a day. 

What else should you do? 

• Drink plenty of fluids, boiled water, 
orange or sweet lime juioe 

• Eat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

^ Gargle with antiseptic or salt water 
a Keep rooms properly ventilated 



Strong and trusted 

MANNERS 


India's most popular pain-relievar 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 


R.gd TM 




Sporfspeop/e 


Reviews revelations 

D on kevib is in the news 

again. Ttie 92*year-oM former 
manager of the England football 
squad was banned for 10 years by 
the Football Association from taking 
any part in Le^e football as he 
had resigned as England manager to 
take £340,000 tax-free job ki the Gulf. 
Ilevie, who challenged the dedslon 
at the High Court, told the Judge 
that he decided to quit the job 
only after hearing the rumours that 
the F.A. had approached another 
manager to take over the national 
team. He described the ban on him 
as unlawful, which the F.A denies. 

Revie, however, admitted that be 
had asked the FA. to pay the re¬ 
maining two years of his £2S,000‘a- 
year contract should he resign — but 
at the tinie he was **not 100 per cent 
sure'* he was going to the Middle 
East. The payoff was *Hq give me 
a little bn of security to find another 
job'\ But he denied asking for an 
additional amount of £5,000 tax-free 
money 

Revie agreed that he flew to the 
Gulf to negotiate his new job, wear¬ 
ing dark glasses and under an assum¬ 
ed name—Duncan--:rthat of his son. 

always felt the security of my 
position with England was very pre¬ 
carious...! think in football the word 
Is fear—fear of losing one's Job and 
not being able to find anoth^ one.” 

conceded he was in breach of 
conduct with the F.A by resigning, 
but said this often happened in 
football 

The muscled Arjuna 


W EIAT THE LATE BODY-BUILD- 
mg maestro Bishtu Charan Ghosh 
could not achieve, his dedicated 
followers like former Mr Universe 
Monotosh Roy and equally well 
known Monobar Aich achieved, in 
terms of world fame. But, despite re- 

S uests to the Delhi authorities—five 
mes the Body-BuildiDg Federation 
of India recommended names for Ar 
juna Awards —410 notice was taken un¬ 
til the sixth name, that of Moloy Hoy 
was torwarded. This year, his name 
was included in the awards list. Son 
of Monotosh Roy, Moloy has thus 
become the first-ever Arjuna Award 
winning body-builder. *1 can now 
took torward to greater competition. 
This has definitely given a big boost 
to the body-building world,*’ Moloy 
said after awards were announced. 


Moloy Roy, a Central Excise ins¬ 
pector, has been in buiMing a beauti¬ 
ful frame for 16 years. When he 
started out, he was so thin that ft 
was difficult to relate him to his 
father. When his health improved 
his father’s mentor Bishtu Ghosh, 



Moloy — the body beauttfut. 


took him under his wing and shaped 
him into the hunk of well-propor¬ 
tioned muscle that he is today. 

His first achievement was the 
inter-school ' body-building title for 
the Aurobindo Sree—^held annually oo 
Sn Aurcbmdo’s birthday, August 15. 
Ihe inter-college Aurobindo Sree is 
also held simultaneously on the same 
day, which he went on to win twiefe. 
With the Mr Bengal and Mr Calcutta 
crowns on bis bead, Moloy plunged 
into the National Mr India Champion- 
fitiip, winning the title six times, 
including a 'hat-trick*. Thrice he 
easily coasted to victory in the 
Muscleman of India competition. Al 
though he participated four times in 
the Sfr Asia title, he managed third 
position at Singapore in 1977. He 
tried his luck for the Mr Universe 
in Iraq, but the resuKs were not 
encouraging. 

Undoubtedly Moloy was happy to Im 
nornmated for the highest award in 
sport, but he wore a sad look and 
said: *'We could do better in the 
international field if we have better 
gymnasium and modern apparatus. In 
the countries 1 visited, 1 saw gym¬ 
nasiums with the most sophisticated 
equipment. We don’t even try to 
t^ the initiative in this regard. 
Naturally, there is no question of 
the - government helping out. We 
also cannot improve pur standard un¬ 
less a proper protein diet is ensured 


to supplement the rigours we go 
through.** He added: '*1 hope the 
government helps in building modem, 
gymnasium with latest equip¬ 

ment. And why doesn’t the NSNiS 
In Patiala have a body-building wing?” 

Del/it S/ngh hangs up 
his gloves 

IVAUrr SINGH, WHO LED BUIAR 
« * to the Ranji tropic final against 
Bombay in the 1975-76 season, has 
decided o call it a day. According to 
the wicket-keeper batsman, hU imrol- 
vement with the type of work ho it 
doing—saving thousands of under¬ 
privileged people by way of social aer- 
vioe programmes as Manager, Com- 
muaiy Developmeat and Social Wet- 
fare; Tisco, Jamshedpur—^leaves him 
very httle time now to keep liim and 
also put in several hours at the nets. 
In addition, be feels there are sever¬ 
al up-and-coming players who have 
been waiting for a break. It mus be 
frustrating for quite a few of them 
to wait in vain in his shadows, as 
there is place for only one wicket¬ 
keeper in the final eleven. 

But one can’t deny the fact that he 
has taken the decision when the go¬ 
ing was still good for him, rndmly 
in the light of his topping the oattiiig 
averages in the Eastern Zone — with 
over 50 runs per innings^-^lndudittg 
a century against Bombay in his last 
Ranji Trophy match and also better¬ 
ing his own wicket-keeping efforts by 
laldna eight catches against Bengal. 

Daljit, originally from the Hoahiar- 
pur district of Punjab, started Sts 
Ranji Trophy career for Services in 
the 1961-62 season. From there be 
went on to assist Nothern PuiHab, 
returned to the Services and before 
finally crossing over to Bihar in 1966, 
had d year-long stint with Delhi He 
captained the Bihar team for five 
long years, but his highest score of 
145 was scored against Northern Pun^ 
Jab, playing for Se^vice^s, in the 1964- 
65 season. His aggregate of 3Z55 runs 
at an average of 37.60 inclndea aeven 
reoturles. 

His debut in the Duleep Trophy 
kras against South Zone in 
playing for North Zone, at Bangalore, 
and he had the distinction of jj^ding 
the East SCone against Sri Lanka at 
the Eden Gardens and also against 
the West Indies at Jamshedpor. He 
was a member of the combu^ Bast 
SCone-West Zone team which defeat 
ed the West Indies at Indore in 1968- 
67. 

In fact, he was called for the Indi¬ 
an team selection trials for tlm first 
Prudential Cup at Madras in 1974, in 
which he scored 34 runs. 

DaQit’s only regret is that be rose 
to form al a time when Fairokh Engi¬ 
neer was India’s wicket^ceeper. Even 
so. many felt that he deserv^ a Test 
cap. espptlqUl^ players like Kri- 
shnamurty were ittcivited In the Indi¬ 
an squad. 
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IHF lets Nehru down 

NEW DELHI: The callous attitude of 
the Indian Hockey Federation hit 
this year’s Jawaharlal Nehru 
Hockey tournament very hard. The 
IHF did not even acknowledge the 
organisers’ request, wired well in 
advance, to release its probables 
for the Aene Frank International at 
Calcutta and the Champions Cup in 
Pakistan, from the coaching camp 
at NIS Patiala (now shifted to 
Jullundur), to enable them to assist 
their respective teams in the 
competition. Worse still, the IHF 
did not care to respond to another 
request, to send the players, with all 
their expenses paid, for at least the 
benefit match In aid of hockey 
wisard Dhyan Chand, who was then 
under treatment at the AlMndia 
Institute of Medical Sciences. 

Equally shoddng was the inaction 
of the All-lndia Coundl of Sports, 
which was asked to intervene in the 
matter. In the absence of the top 


players of the country, the stands 
were entity for the greater part of 
the touinaraent. To make matters 
worse, the semi-finals and the 
reployed final clashed with the 
second cricket Test between India 
and Pakistan. LuckiVi the final, which 
was played on the rest day of the 
Test, turned out to be i full house 
for the only time in the competition 
Central Reserve Police Force, 

Delhi, trained by India’s ex- 
international umpire Gian Singh, 
with the assistance of Devappa and 
Plare Chaiul all but swept Border 
Security Force, the holders, off their 
feet. It was an electrifying 
performanns but CRPF had to wail 
till the next day to score. Left 
winger Pahas Barla cut through 
the entire defence like a swift 
sword, to make his team's maidan 
appearance in the final a memorable 
one. 

After all. BSF had been found 
guilty along with the Regimelkt of 
Artille^, Nasik, of plaving a 
collussivo match in a bid to knock 
out CRPF from the league round. 
Both. BSF and the Nasik team, were 
then ordered to play again to the 
finish—a deci'-ion taken by the 
tournament committee, aftci an 


angry crowd pot its foot down^ with 
the provision that the losers would 
have to play-off with CRPF. After 
having taken Artillery in their stride. 
CRPF mu«t have been an entirely 
satisfied lot, when they pul it across 
BSF as well. CRPF beat Corps of 
Signals, wliile BSF got the better 
of Western Railway, for whom 'old 
warrior”, Balbir Singh, did drop a 
hint about bis class despite age 
now fast catching up with him. 

Namdhari Vidyalaya Jatha, a 
fighting fit team from a place near 
Ludhiana and Calcutta Customs 
played four times in their third 
round match though Jatha coiild 
have been scratched before the 
second replay after it was found 
that one of their players, Harbans 
Singh, was^arinally registered with 
East Bengal of Calcutta. Calcutta 
Customs won the fourth clash, but 
by then they had become leg-weary 
and lost in the next round. 

An international touch was added 
to the proceeding^! with Abdul 
Rashid, the renowned centre-forward 
and captain of Pakistan at the 
Montreal Olympiad, turning out for 
Delhi Customs. Rashid is now based 
here with the Pakistan International 
Airways. H'' seemed to be out of 
practice, though for the love of ih 
game, be has got himself n5g’st''r ^ 
with the Delhi Hockey Association 

D RAHUL 

Easy for Madras 

HYDERABAD : Madras Univer¬ 
sity reigned supreme %vith an 
unbeaten recoid in the inter- 
university South Zone basketba4>*' 
championship in which 14 unm'r- 
sities participated. They retained 
the title with a convidng R3-76 
win over Kerala in the final 
at the fiood-Iit YMCA courts in 
Secunderabad recently. Madras 
humiliated Bangalore 112-69 
in the first semi-finals. Bangalore 
had done very well in the earlier 
matches But Madras were head 
and shoulders above their rivals 
and outclassed the strong Bangalor- 
eans in every department of the 
game. Sunil Kumar and Dandapani 
were in great form for Madras. 
Sanjeev Tithus was the only player, 
who could do something 
against Madras. Kerala qualified 
to meet Madras with a convincing 
109^ victory over Madurgi-Kamaraj 
in the second semi-final. Kerala 
were in commanding form the 
’very beginning. 

For Madras. Dandapani was 
the brain behind all the moves in 
the finals. In addition he was 
the biggest hurdle for the Kerala 
boys. Kerala managed to etay 
just ahead through most of the 
first half. Trailing 35-43, Madras 
bounced back to turn the tableo 
on Kerala, 83-76. At the interval, 
Madras were leading 49-42. 

M S SHANKER 
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Nehru Hockey—BSP's Ktdpt AmarjU: amqh ond HaM Kajur'of CRPF 

m a keen tussle in the replayed finals. CRPF toon by a sotitary goal 
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Fun-run in Delhi 

NEW DELHI: Call it fun run. 
mass run or just one big 
run — or for that matter, 
call it what you will — but it 
certainly was the most unusual 
sport that took place In the capital 
on November 18, when thousands 
turned up m shorts and vests tu 
take part in a ‘run’ For months 
the Delhi Administration had 
planned the great event Thj aim 
was essentially to involve one 
lut of every 20 families in th 
running effort (at least, so said 
the spokesman at the start of 
the event) The sports elders 
had worked round the clock to tiv 
and persuade all and sundry to 
Join In the venture It is quite oh 
vious that over enthusiasm 
got the better of everyone and on 
DDay far moie arrived on the 
scene 

Eventwise, it was a case of two- 
In one. with a full scale 16 km 
road race held simultaneously with 
shuttle fun luns, all along the rouU 
The foimei boasted of many big 
names in Indian athletics and cer¬ 
tainly had the leading distance 
men of the north vying for lop 
honours The 100 odd men. who 
took the plunge m all seriousness 
would have put many an Olympic 
hopeful to shame. Athletes like 
the oSyeai old veteran from 
the An Fuice Group Captain lyei 
who had spent three months 
preparing for the race, also Includ 
cd stars like the Army stalwait 
Dashrath Singh, Delhi State cross 
couiUry champion Satish KuiQcir 
(an<&^e was not an outcast in 
Ihe gmaxy) C L Sehgali — Just 
back from the World Veterana^ 
Meet in Hanover — and equally 
populai National Stadium grounds¬ 
man Narain Singh, who were detei 



‘Mass rtcn*> 1979 at Delhi 


mined to give a good account of 
themselves But alongside we had 
the raass-nin-maniacs. if one 
might rail them hat whose bois- 
terousness did not quite fit in 
With the prevailing athletic atmos 
phere And these managed to 
create one holy mess—coming 
in the way of what was an Interesting 
and very hard fought race, nght 
down to the 50th place The 
^mixingup process’ proved to be 
the uridomg of the organisers. 

What should ha\e been an exciting 
race through the historic streets 
of the Indian capital was marred 
by the kind of overcrowding thal 
resulted In a kind or running 
mela ' 

The course was lined with cheer¬ 
ing crowds all the way and this 
did much to improve the quality 
of performance of the lacing 
fiends, right down to the last 
placers “Never had I run before 
such large crowds ’ admitted Delhi 
runnci Phillip Bmrtt “it made 
aP the difference in the world' 

The race which started from India 
Gate and took in the old city wall 
the Red Foit Jama Masjid 
Kashmere Gate Old Sccr-^tanat 
and eventually ended at the Model 
Town Athletic Stadium did much 
to publicise the tunning mania, 
if nothing else By the time the 
16 km finishers entered the gates 
of the stadium some 20 000 cQthu 
siastic schoolboy runners had already 
arrived on the scene There was 
to put It bluntly, bedlam and one 
ran go on ad hb, ad nauseum 

The results ^ Satish Kumar, 
who led from the start, pulled off 
the surprise of the year, by leav 
ing the vastly-experienced Dashrath 
Singh in second place, with the 
the Universities* miler Hajender 
Singh a creditable third Despite 
weak hnks in the effort, the Delhi 
Sports Council can take credit 
for making such a move that may 
well help road running to get 
the respectibility it needs veiy 
badly in Indian sport 
HANJIT BHATIA 

The ABBA song 

CALCUTTA . The Dunlop Cup 
Is usually the curtain raiser to the 
heaic golf season in the city. 

This year, the Duncan Cup came 
as the christening to the season 
—and how better than a compoti- 
tlon organised by ladies Anyway, 
the annual golf 'fiesta* foi the 
Dunlop Cup and the Flat Tyre— 
uime off recently at the Tollygunge 
Club course The tournament had 
everything to cater to the needs of 
•n partiapating golfers, both 
foreigners and Indians This is a 
competition which both 'tigcis* 
and •rabbits* (belter novices) look 
forward to And it’s quite an 
expense for the sponsors, though 
the Tollygunge Club doesn’t com 
plain. Reason Not only does thi^ 
dub stand to gam — for meeting 
the course maintanence expenses 


—i^iven Its caddies make an extra 
buck. 

What this handicap amateur 
meet can really boast ot is that 
It has grown tc become the biggest 
team competition played on a single 
course in the world I-rum a 
mere start ten years ago it gnw 
to a record number of entries 
each year And this year was no 
exception It had a lecoid number 
of 130 teams compusing four 
each—each playing two lounds 
eight days Involved in the fray 
were scratch playcis low bandi 
cappers teenagers and litlk one^, 
foreign diplomats and a number 
of other foreign nationals 

Playing on an excellent but rather 
difficult rours* — because of cer¬ 
tain holes being mad^* quitr stiff — 
several players returned sub par 
cards on each day the lowest rr 
lurn»^d by a Mr R I Brown (24 
b* cap) nett 65 But sometimes 
•coies I an as high as the tempera 
ture One expected that the penulti 
mat-' dav would be hi^,hhghted’ 
by very high scores because of 
rain and chill but three players 
were able to bring m below par 
cards It was \t ry encouraging for 
10 Y ai old Dhtraj Miikheijec a 
a class V pupil to be able to 
finish both his lound^* Hi seemed 
to be the principal Minar* of hU 
quartet “Char Minai as. aftei 
a first round card ot nett 93 
he returned a sub par score in 
the latter 18 holes Howevr r at 
the end of the first round Long 
Hitters Krakatau Th< Shv 
Foursome Striking Bargain and 
Coif Dal were in the redconlng 
foi tlie co\eted cup But still it 
it was too early to pit diet as later 
on ABBA came into the pictun 
•trikingly When everyoo^ colour- 
fully clad on the finil day, wa'i 
awaiting the ultimate winner the 
colossus of a golfer Uilloo Seth 
etched up thr tournam nt’s beat 
acratch scoic with a 148 thuN 
beating vr teran Ashok Mahk's 
best of 152 Howtvei Major 
Sethi’s team ‘The I ong Drivers* 
had to make wav tor “The Stealers^* 
to retain the sciatih team award 
If international Billoo Sethi 
could win the best men s scratch. 

It was indefatigable Mrs Mauretn 
Wallis who clinched he r ninth 
best womi n’s scratch pi i7t The 
only time sh 2 failed to win this 
prize In the 10year history of the 
competition her daughter m ide up 
the loss—in 197b 

It was ABBA the heal group 
that drove th^ world mad And 
It was under this nami tbe 
foursome sent the golfing 
fatemitv mad on the fin it day 
when B C Dc Sou/a A Mehrotra. 
Rishi Ndi am and A jay Patel 
of the “ABBA** won the Dunlop 
Cup with an iggrcgati of 440 
from the Japanese quartet “The 
Shy Foursome*' oj a nail biting 
finish ' , 

>ubhash sahcah 
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Hexr the music with pinpoint clarity through our 
best sounding and most natural speakers 
Oiscnminating music lovers will find the Cosmic 
SpMker Systems particularly satisfying and fully 
matching to all amplifiers They are quite 
capable of handling soft music 
Cosmic speaker unit consists of all kinds of speakers 
including Laboratory Standard Transducers and 
Transmission Line Speakers The nominal impeda^'ce 
fs 5 to 8 ohms. Everything you hear is real and ti^e 
Speakers are available in different sizes and 
dimensions weighing from 4 6 kgs to 26 kgs 
Attractively designed cabinet is a match to any 
modern decor The advantage of Cosmic Speaker 
Systems has to be heard to be believed 
They will sound richer, fuller and better 

t 
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Crossword 


WSSfSStSStSSSSti Gridman 

41 



ACROSS 

1 A poor player in tennis (6> 

4 Chinese gambling game (1-3) 

0 This cycle is a three-wheeled one 

. (3) 

to In cycling, — of darkness are 
officially a certain period of time 
between sunset and Sfinnse (5) 

11 — Cap was a famouj French filly 
who won, among others, the Pnx 
de I'Arc do Triomphe (5) 

12 Anglo Saxon letter (3) 

13 it comes third In the Olympic 
table of honours (6 5) 

18 To place the fieldsmen In their 
proper positions on the ground (3) 

IdL^Race-course in Surrey. England (5) 

21^fcyell done I (5) 

22 — seconds amount of time 
allowed to a fallen boxer before 
having lost the contest (3) 

23 Matador (Sp) (6) 

24 A popular word meaning to manage 
a boxer (6) 


1 To punch heavily and often (6) 

2 Nickname bestowed on the robust 
and hard-tackling member of a 
Idotbali team (7) 

3 In cricket, run not scored from hit 
with bat (5) 

5 Competitor or skilled performer in 
physical exercises (7) 

6 Is this player one who never buys 
the drinks 7 (5) 

7 Holiday resort In the Bahamas (S) 

8 Athletic sports excluding races 

( 5 , 6 ) 

t 4 -stroke; In tennis one that 

causes the ball to contact the net, 
M ball afterwards going into 
the proper court (3. 4) 

15 A wrestler's grasp (7) 

16 In cricket, a run made when the 
ball touches any part of the bats^ 
man's person except his hand 

17 ^tand-command to soldiers 

freeing them from attention 

(2. 4) 


18 One In a philatelist's collection 

( 5 ) 

20 — Claus, famous race horse 
which won the English Derby, 
among others (5) 

(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


tSSWSSeWSStSSSSUAiy^vveri by Vfjayan Bala 

B. Chandrasekhar. Caiciitli. 

Q : What is the name of Conrad 
Hunte's book ? 

A: The name of the book is 'Play 
ing to win’ 

C. P. Samant, Bhadrek. 

Q: Is the 12th man in a cricket 
match (Test) allowed to bat or bowl 
A; No 

A. K. Das, Hooghly. 

Q: What is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of Ray Bright 7 
A: In three Tests to date Bright 
has taken five wickets at 29 40 a 
piece 

A. Oatta, 24-Parganas. 

Q : Has Subroto Guha ever played 
a Test against England ? 

A: Yes He has played one Test 
the 1st Test at Headingley In 1967 

K. Narsyana Murthy, Bhubaneswar. 

0 : What is the Test ‘keeping re 
cord of Ken Wordsworth 7 
A: In 33 Tests Wordsworth had 96 
victims (92 ct and 4 st) 

MIse N. Kavlta Naidu, Calcutta. 

Q : Who scored the 1st Test cen¬ 
tury for India against Australia 7 
A: V Mankad — 116 In the 3rd 
Test at Melbourne In 1947-48 
K. C. Yavar, Orissa. 

Q: What are Prasanna’s best 
figures In Test cricket 7 
A; Prasanna s best figures in Test 
oricket is 8 for 76 vs New Zealand In 
the 1st Test at Auckland in 1976 
A. K. Chakraborty, Dhanbad. 

Q: What were Bedi's bowling 
figures in the 1974 Lord’s Test 7 
A: Bedi's bowling figures in that 
Test were 64 2-8-226-6 
Aii)an Bhowmick, Saundo Colllaiy. 

Q: Who is the 1st Indian batsman 
to score a Test century at Calcutta 7 

[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD N0.401 



A: 8. Mustaq AH 106 vs West 
indlaa in the 3rd Test in 1948-49. 

0. P. Skifiat BIrbhiaiL 
Q: When, where and against whom 
did A. A. Baig make his Test debut ? 

A: BaIg made his Test debut vs 
England in the 4th Test at Manchester 
In 1959. 

A. K. H. Quraeiri, Calcutta. 

Q: Which Pakistani scored a 

triple century In Tests 7 
A: Hanif Mohammed — 337 vs 
West Indies in the 1st Test at Bridge¬ 
town in 1957-58 

Khureheed Durani, Palna. 

Q : What is the Test record of 

Madhav Mantrt 7 

A: In four Tests, Mantrt scored 67 
runs at an average of 9 57 He has 
nine vicUms (8 ct and 1 st). 


Quiz 


H »r>| t Ghosf 


QUESTIONS 

UACH OF THE FOLLOWING CON- 
u tains a reference to a noted sport- 
man. Identify him 

1 He scored the winning basket for 
hi3 country aaainst the USA in 
the Olympic final in Munich with 
less than three seconds left for 
play. 

2. He was the first litter to total 
600 kg and to jerk 500 lb and 
eventually to pfbss 500 lb 

3. Since the abolition of the challenge 
round in Wimbledon he was the 
first player to win the men's 
singles title without losing a set 

4 Ho made the highest individual 
innings score ever made by an 
Englishman. 

6 He 19 England's first seven-figure 
footballer 

6. He was the youngest player ever 
to appear In first class cricket 

7. This famous former wicket-keeper 
was a professional boxer who 
gave up that career to concentrate 
on cricket 

8. He was the oldest English cricketer 
to make the ioumey to the Cen¬ 
tenary Test. 

9. The three recorded a hundred 
hundreds and all of them are 
Yorkshlremen. 

10. This Australian leg-spinner took 
216 wickets in only 37 Tests 

Answers 
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Bridge 


l6ori<t Schap ro 


Most players are aware of the possibiti* 
ties for the defence when dummy holds 
K 0 10 of a suit For example, suppose 
that this IS the situation 
KO102 


J 91 



A 54 


0 70 


Declarer leads low towards the King and 
it IS obligatory for East to duck smoothly, 
to leave declarer with a guess on the 
second round (If East wins, South is 
forced into the winning line of finessing 
the 10 next time) 

However, there is another intriguing 
possibility which, as far as 1 Know, has not 
been tried at the table Consider this 
hand from rubber bridge 
4 KO102 
V A1O0 
6 A099 
4K9 



4 B 

y K 0 J 76 
6 J 10 7 3 
4 A 10 3*- 
South'dealt at game alt and bidding went 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

1 ^ 

pots 

30 

pass 

4 O 

pass 

4 NT 

pass 

5 0 

pass 

6^ 

pass 

pass 

pass 



Not very elegant, but the final contracf 


ugh. With an Ace and a 
King In his hand West saw little future in 
leading a aingleton and instead started 
with Ace and another spade 
With a free' finesse available, declarer 
tried the 10 from dummy. It this won, he 
reasoned, he would be able to ruff a 
club on the table and discard three 
diamonds on the spades Then there 
would be no need to risk the diamond 
finesse. However, East covered 4 10 
with the Jack Now, with only two dis¬ 
cards to come, the diamond finesse was 
unavoidable end there was no need to 
ruff a club Declarer drew trumps, ran 
O J and claimed 12 tricks. 

Weil, you have ail the clues. How could 
East have created a diversion? He must 


allow 4 10 to wint Not unnaturally, with 
no opposition bidding, South will rely on 
the clubs no worse than 6 2 rather than a 
finesse When 4 10 holds he will con¬ 
tinue with 4 ^ and 4 A and get a nasty 
surprise when West ruffs Impossible to 
find? Difficult for East, certainly, but not 
impossible 

Last week’s quiz* at game all South 
holds 454327AKOAJ4A97e4 
He opens one-club and North re^^ponds 
one diamond. Although I don't bid bad 
suits by choice, one spade must be right 
here, fhe texture of the hand is quite 
unsuited for no trump play, and a rebid 
of two clubs would be feeble in the 
extreme 

This week’s qui7 at love all South holds 
4io7<;;?A4Oaj54akoio06 
West opens one heart. North passes and 
East bids throe hearts What should 
South call? 


Chess 


iPf lor Clarke 


It IS no easy matter to define what is 
meant by 'brilliant’ when applied to a 
game or piece of play, tor the word has 
so many subjective overtones In his 
latest book, Bnihance m Chess (published 
by Pitman at £4 9b), Gerald Abrahams 
investigates this tricky epithet by means 
of a series of short essays (with such 
titles as Aesthetic Effects. Spectacle, 
Brilliant Realism, and so on), illustrated 
by 60 complete games and more than 
150 positions 

His judgments and conclusions may be 
disputed, but what cannot be denied is 
that he has produced an interesting book, 
a work which demanded of its author 
some original thinking and artistic 
appreciation The following 'famous gem 
Is one of the two games which Abrahams 
uses to draw the distinction between 
beauty and bnihance (the other is 
Steinitz - von Bardoleben, Hastings. 1895, 
In which 'the brilliance of the performance 
is more Important than the geometric 
beauty') 

White 1. Adams; Black C. Terre. Ph<iidcr 
Defence (New Orleans 1926) 

1 e4,eS; I Ktfl. dt 

I d4,exd 

In hi8 booklet Why Not the Phthdor Defense? 
Larsen deecribes this as much better than its 
reputation (bad because it gives up the centre) 

4 9xd4. Ktct; B BbB, Bd7 


t BxeitBxeft T 

• a-t,BaT; • KtdB.Bxdl 

fBaxdB,e-a; 1« BgS, «• 

Better is 11 h6 followed by . ReB. 

ft c X d; tl e x d. Rat 

«4 Rfef. a$ 

Black's handling of his pawns on the 0 side 
does not Inspire confidence There are several 
weak points there now 
IB Ret, Ret; 16 Rael, QdT 

Torre had assumed that his defences were m 
order but his failure to create a flight square 
for his King by h6 is exploited In a marvel 
lous fashion 

17 B|(fffl.Bxfl: IB Qgll... 

This starts a series of beautiful moves, with 
ideas Similar to those In the combinative finish 
at the Steinitz gegne quoted above 
1t...gbB; 1§Qc4l... 

Because of the weakness of his first rank 
Black can lake the Oueen w 1h neither Rook nor 
Queen 

1B...Od7: tBOcTI,QliB 

tl a4, Q X «4: H Re4, QbS 

n O X b7, Reelgna 

The black Queen rouid no longer cover e8 
White s idea was br itiant, and its execution 
was a thing of beatity 
Competition BtSlL Solution next week 
Black 


vrwwm 

pililRHint 
mjLm m ~~ 

m m 

n um 

■iiigi ■> 

mtr ' 



While 
White to play and win 

Solution to 0337 (Loonhasdt-Tanraach, 
Hamburg, IHO). (HnqtKr/p1bb1pp1/tp4p/ 
3p4/2BN1B2/Q1P1R3/PP3PRf»/4R1K1 - 
White to fday.) Leonhardt overwhelmed the 
disjointed black force by 19 Bxr7 Qxc/ 
20 ReB-h I. 0 X e8 2lRiiea+ Kh7 22Bd3-r 15 
(if 22 q 6 then R X h8 1 K x hS 24 Qfe->- 
Kh7 25 Ktl51) 23 R X h8 ^ K t he 24 Ofaf 
Kh7.?6Bxt5+ q6 ?6Bxo 6 4- Black resigned 
rather than lose his Quean after 26 K x g6 
27 015+ Kg? 28Kts6+ / 

Problem No IBOB. Solution next week d 
M. P. Rohm (First Prize Lutope fchecs, 1962) 
<t/Bbbr/t/2R3p1 /I B P k P3/BP P /3S P K2/B - 
i white men; B black.) 

White to play and mate in 10 moves 
Solution to No 9B9 (Bonivonto). (BBI/ 
p3aq2/1 atr3/K1 pS/2kp3R/18f p4/3P4/1 R4BO 
• mate In two.) 1 B x d4 (threat 7 Od) (a) 

1 Qfl, 2 Bf2 (b) 1 Rel. 2 Bel (c) 1 
0 X e7 2 Bf6. (d) 1 R X el, 2 Bo6 To meet 
the threat Black must move one of the pieces 
in the half pin leaving the other fully pnned 
and powerless 




























































The largest 
sdling filler 
cigarette in 

Eastern 

India 


OGAREITt SMOWfig I 







































Sportsworid 1 9 December 1979 


Lptters to the Editor 


Contents 


VOL UMB n issue 9 AN Af<*ANDA BAZAH PUBLICA TtON Be 1 



THE DEPARTMENTS 

3 Letters 
S Editorial 
7 Sporting Life 
27 News National 
34 News Round-up 
37 News International 

41 QuIzICrosswordI 
Ouestion Box 

42 ChessIBridgel • 
George Best 


BOMBAY TEST IN PICS 

Our staff photographer, 

Nikhil Bhattacharya, provides 
exciting pictures of the first 
three days of the third India vt> 
Pakistan Test. 


MID-SERIES REVIEW 

Pataudi. AJit Wadekar, Abbas 
All Baig, Prasanna and other 
crtcliet experts answer a 
questionnaire on the state of 
the Indo-Pak series as it stood 
«t the end of the second 
Test. In another accompanying 
piece* Ashis Ray points out 
where the pre-series 
assessments of India’s chances 
went wrong 


PROFILE OF DILIP DOSHI 

ft's not very often In India 
that a Test player makes his 
debut at the age of 31. Dilip 
Rasiklal Ddshi is one such. 
Ashis Ray who knows Dilip 
Ooshi from his days in college, 
pens an intimate and penetrative 
profile of the bowler. 


SPECIAL FEATURES 

2$ Pakistani tour diary 
30 John Benaud's newsletter 
30 World Gymnastics 


\ 


Cover transparency of Kapil Dev by Patrick Eagar 
and of Dlllp Doehl by NIkhll Bhattacharya. 


Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

AB80Ciat9 Editor Aiay Kumar Asaiatant Editor Ari)it Sen 

Editonol Staff Rfin^ttkumar Ghota. A|ok Qasgupta. Subhas Sarcar 

Staff Fhotograohtr Nikhil Bhattacharya 

Bombay corrtipondant Harash Munwam Art Director Bipul Guha 

Publiahad f rom a Prafutia Sarkar Straat Calcutta 700001 and printed at 
Ananda Offset Pdvata Ltd., P-248. C.LT. Scheme-No Vl-M Calcutta 
/000b4 bv Bappaditya Roy for Ananda Bazar Patnka Limited 


The case 
of the 
amusing 
award 

O NE WONDERS WHEN 
Gurdev Sineh pertorm* 
ed so well as to deserve 
honour. An Arjuna Award 
tor («uj'dov SiikKh in prefer 
eoce to players like Gautam 
Sarkar* Sur^jit Seiigupta. 
Manoranjaa Bhattacharya. to 
name Just a few. is an iosult 
to the great Arjuna himself, 
!thc legcnaary Indian sports- 
mao in whose name the 
award is instituted. Tliere 
should he no doubt that a 
player like Ouidev Singh 
does not deserve an award 
which had eluded even the 
great Sudhir Karmakar who 
was. undoubtedly the No. 1 
stopper-back in Asia during 
the early Seventies, Is it* 
then, to be understood that 
Gurdev Singh is a better 
player than Sudhir Karma¬ 
kar. an argument to which 
even Gurdev Singh him¬ 
self will probably not agree? 
It is sad indeed that politics 
has started playing the 
major role even in the dis¬ 
tribution of awards and 
honours to sportsmen. 

ASHOK DVTTA, 
Shillong, 

ON GOING ACROSS THE 
hht ol Arjuna Award win¬ 
ners for 1979, I was amused 
and to fconie extent shocked 
to iaiow that Gurdev Singh 
had received the award for 
football. A player, who had. 
ill the entire 1978-79 s^tason, 
pixvjcnted a miserable and 
disastrous pei lormance in 
the Asian Games (where 
incidentally he was the cap 
tain !) and in the Calcutta 
league. In a nulsheU, he is 
no stop(H*r ot class as most 
critiis will agree I Was 
shocked in the sense that 
onrc‘ again the big wigs of 
Indian .spoits had un- 
scrupnlousiy eluded the 
riaiin ot IWngal. Just be¬ 
cause Sudhir Karmakar, (the 
bc'st side back of Asia in 
1970 as •K'clainied by illus- 
tiious Sir Sranlc^y Raus), 
Habib. Rhowmick, Sura jit 
Sengupta and Gautarn Sar- 
kai were automatic choicea, 
football was totally dropped 
out from the Arjuna award 
li.st tor a pretty long period. 



Gurdev (right} i>i action 


Provincialism and politics 
have entirely destroyed the 
great tradition and image of 
the award. 

DEBAfJJTYA GANGULY, 
Calcutta, 

1 WAS REALLY TAKEN 
abacK wnen i learnt toat 
uuroev ^ingh nad been 
naiiiea lor me coveicd Ar¬ 
juna Awajxl tor lootbali 
tuis year, laert^. is namiy 
auy jusuiicatioQ benma tins 
serecuon. it should be fe¬ 
me in oered that he wasted 
muen ot nis ume in order to 
enroll himseit as a prayer 
ot £.ast juengai. 

Then. in the Calcutta 
league, he failed miserably. 
Even the energeuc lads of 
weaKer leains went pa&t him. 
He was not include in the 
Indian team which toured 
the West Asian countries 
recentLv- 

to top all this, there was 
the unpleasant iuddeot 
against Devraj (an East Ben¬ 
gal import) in which he was 
badly involved. 

The most surprising thing 
is that the award committee 
ignores players oi the calibi'e 
ol Gautarn Sarkar, Sudhir 
Karmakar. Shabbir Ali, Per¬ 
haps the selectors have for¬ 
gotten the phenomenal p^r* 
lormance of Shabbir in Cai- 
ORia League, He was also the 
topscorer and, according, to 
coach Basha, is one of the 
beet players. 

And how could they leave 
out Gauiani ? Have they 
forgotten about his success 
throughout this decade? 
Gautarn is perhaps India's 
best linkman of the decade- 

1 personally request the 
Arjuna Award Committee 



NOT to mtke sudi mis¬ 
takes (iatentiooal or un* 
inteotiooal). This demorali¬ 
ses the up-and-ooming yoaog 
stars. 

ASHISH SENGUPTA. 

fihilanuiaar. 
IT IS VERY SURPRISING 
that the Ariiuia Award 
Gommittiee haf seketed 
Gurdev Sinah for the award. 
It is a surprise in two ways. 
First, because a footballer is 
aettioa the honour after a 
lapse ot three or four years! 
Second, because a footballer 
of Gurdev Sinah’s calibre Is 
aettiua the award 

Since in the last few years 
no footballer was named for 
the Arjuna Award we 
thouaht that the footballers 
are out of oonsideraion of 
the committee Now a sus¬ 
picion lurks in our mind. 
Was there no footballer in 
these years who could be 
compared even with Gurdev 
Sinah? Gurdev Smah is oer< 
tainly very lucky, not for 
his team or country but for 
himself only. He is aettina 
the honour for his excellent! 
periormancew He was side¬ 
lined in our most outinas in 
the last Asian Games, eves 
beina the captain of the aide, 
thou ah physically he was 
very much fit. He was not 
a reaular even in his club's 
team alsoc So, what a superb, 
matchless, prize-winnuia per¬ 
formance there was on the 
pait of Gurdev I 

JAYANTA NANDI ROY, 
GauhatiL 

BUT WILL THE EDUCA- 
tion Ministry change their 
decision of honouring the 
skipper of the Asian Games 
football contingent each 
time for the coveted Arjuna 
Award? Last time it was 
Magan Singh and now 
Gurdev Singh feU it 1 feel 
that this criterion needs 
alteration and the best fooc- 
ballers of the country should 
be scleaed on the basis of 
their contribution towards 
boosting up the morale of 
the country's soccer stan¬ 
dard. 

The Indian Government 
denied this honour to many 
class-footballers like Sudhir 
Karmakar. Pintu Choudhury, 
Habib. Now, it was the 
turn of Surajit Sengupta to 
bo axed upon At present 
the only player in India who 
can stake hLs hid to claim 
the Arnma Award is this 
dynaniic, skilful winger 
from Bengal. 

SHANIANV GUHA ROY, 
New Delhi, 

THE SELECTION OF 
Guidev Singh as the winner 
ot the Arjuna Award in 
football forces every footbalF 


lover of the country to won¬ 
der about the state of scleo 
tion of this important award. 
Gurdev, as we have seen 
him in Calcutta this year, is 
not even a standard defen¬ 
der. Though he captained 
India in the Asian Games, 
reports say that he was find¬ 
ing R diflkult to find a 
place in the first XI in most 
of the matches. It is really 
painful that some genuine 
good footballers of recent 
times like Sudhir Karmakar. 
Habib and Surajit Sengupta 
are yet to gain this award 
while it goes to Gurdev 
Singh ! 

SUBRATA SEN. 

Calcutta 

Hockey's saddest 
day 

I N THE DEATH OF 
Dhyan Chand India has 
lost a great son. December 
3 was the saddest day for 
hockey—not only for India 
but for the world. 

AYAZ FARWEZ, 
AFROZ ANJUM, 
EJAZ TANWEER 
FAIZ AHMED, 
Arroh 

THE NEWS OF THE 
sudden death of hockey 
wizard Major Dhyan Chand, 
ailing for some time, came 
upon us as a bolt from the 
blue. K has caused an lire- 
parablc loss to the nation 
I convey my deepest sym¬ 
pathy to his grieved family 
and also pray to God that the 
soul of the hockey wizard 
rests in peace. 

AMIYA MAJUMDAR, 
Burdwan 

THE GREAT HOCKEY 
Wizard, who mesmerised the 
whole world with his fluent 
atickwork, is no more. The 
Major who in the company 
of his illustrious brotner. 
Roop Singh, spearheaded the 
Indi^ aCtadc in the 'rhirties. 
was instrumental in bring¬ 
ing the Olympic gold, 
beating the home team in 
front of their fans at Berlin 
in 1936 in a tennis-Uke score 
of 8-1 of which six were 
scored )l>y the maestro 
himself ! His tally of over 
400 goals in representative 
matd^ is a high watermark 
in world hockey. 

Dhyan's passing away at a 
time when the state of our 
hockey is at a low ebb, is an 
irreparable loss. Here arc 
the heartfelt condolences to 
his bereaved family and his 
great son Ashok Kumar. 

K. V. ANANTHA 
KRISHNAN, 
Trivandrum 

IN THE DEATH OF 
Major Dhyan Chand, the 
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» 9m tbA lTU>>ri»n mffrfc 

Viviaa Ridurdt 

Ka^tt 6ev Iwk takMi 46 
widteta ao far t|da y«kr 
«ad Mwda 0 ^ aibc 
hum MdRfii)de> m 
71 addtmt Rdd 
sia«a 1964,. 

tttiita Ihhnb to aMr' tunt 

Kat>0 atid Stiiwy tey« 
foot for faking 

tlie neoessary vdekaitt into 
aodfiag di« itdairod tons 
respe^eiy. , . 

' lldR are cainBla of per- 
formtng these iinrovic 
But jrieaae mnnd 
dumi eixpcduicws]^- 
' SVNO. R. MEHTA. 

Modras. 


Ho< l\<‘y Wizard. India lost 
one ol Its gieate&t sporting 
.sons ot all times. In spite 
ol his name and lame, he 
remained simple and humble 
throughout his life. 

ITwi Posts and Telegraphs 
Department should issue a 
spcaal postage stamp in 
memory of Major Dhyan 
Chand I hope the postal 
authontii's will be sporting 
enough to hoiioui this gioat 
son ol fndia 

DHANANJAY PATRO, 
Bhubaneswar. 

TOE Ni:WS OF DHYAN 
Chand's death have over¬ 
whelmed the people of India. 
He. was a man who forsook 
everything for the sake of 
hotkey. 

May his soul lest in peace. 

PROBIR BOSE, 
Gauhatt. 

Award for Saad 


every year on the death an¬ 
niversary of K. S. Duleep- 
sinhii, which falls on Decem¬ 
ber 5. The Members of thc^ 
Committee are Jamsaheb 
Sataji Shatrushalvasinhji. 
Vasant Raiji, Vithalbhai 
Jbavri. Axiandji Dos&a and 
myself. The first six Awards 
were given to Rajendra 
Jadeja of Nawanagar 
(1972-75), Emanuel Bcmja- 
min of Punjab (1973-74), 
Profiob Roy of Bengal (1974- 
75), Arshad Ayub of Bengal 
(1975-76), Kirit Azad of Delhi 
(1976-77), Vedraj of Punjab 
(1977-78) 

VIJAY MERCHANT, 
Chairman, 
DuU^epsinhji Menwrtal 
Award Committee 

Prakash's failings 

I WOULD LIKE TO SUM- 
manse the reasons behind 
the defeat of our badminton 
acc Prakash Padukone at the 
hands of Indonesian bad min 
ton-macbme Dhanny Sartika 
in the recently concluded 
International Badminton 
Tournament at the Netaji 
Indoor Stadium. 

Prakash showed weakness 
in his defence, especially the 
back-hand, of which Dhanny 
took advantage Prakash 
lacked the killei instinct. On 
many an occasion, he show¬ 
ed bis nductance to finish 
with a fierv smash, thereby 
lasing the advantage of gett¬ 
ing points Prakash was 
not as fast as he nomiallv 
is, in his peak form, where 
4is, Dhanny maintained his 
suptiM' speed throughout the 
game Prakash had been a 
prey In a ‘dark patch’ which 
in Its luin e\po.sod a shaky 
image ot our badminton ace 
and he ('onoedc'd negative 
points one after another in 
the crucial stages of the 
game 

If Prakash could have 
risen to the occasion 
with his original form, the 
Calcuttans would have been 
happy to see their super- 
stai winning yef another 
laurel for them. 

MADANMOHAN NATH, 
Calcutta, 


T ie DULEEPSINHJl ME 
inorial Awaids Commit¬ 
tee gave its Seventh Dulecp 
Seboolby Cricket Awaid to 
Saad Bin Jung of Hyderabad 
for the year 1978-79. Since 
1872-73 the award is annu¬ 
ally given to the most out¬ 
standing schoolboy cricket¬ 
er of tnc year. This award 
has been made possible by 
the geneious donation ol 
Jamsaheb Sataii Shatrush- 
alyasinhji ot Jamnagar. 

From the interest on this 
donation, the award is given 


I WOULD LIKE TO Ap¬ 
peal to the WBBA regarding 
their negative points in orga¬ 
nising the recently conclud 
cd badminton tournament at 
the Netaji Stadium. The 
person who was kept in- 
charge of the 'scores*, fre¬ 
quently became a laughing 
stock because he gave 
wrong information, I nope 
WBBA will look into this 
matter, as it affects the play- 
ers’ concentration. 

SUBIR CHAKRABURTY, 

Calcutta 




^Editor’s page 


ALMOST A YEAR AGO. THE 
**• M S B. A. invited 
a few professional snooker 
players to play in a 
tournament in Bombay. The 
response was encouraqing and 
the experiment a .success. So 
vmch so that the seven 
professionals who took part 
in the repeat performance 
v.'ere all ranked in the first 
15 in the world. And, a 
player of the calibre rf 
Eddie Charlton was refused 
because his application 
came too fate 

For this happy stale of 
affairs, the credit is due not 
only to those who sponsored 
the event but even more so 
to those who organised it 
Unfortunately, there are not 
many other sports bodies 
which can claim this kind 
of distinction, and included 
in these must be the 
M S. L T. A. 

It would be charitable 
to call this year’s Grand 
Prlx, held in Bombay, 
a disappointment. It was a 
washout. In spite of the 
inducement of larger prize 
money, it failed to attract 
any outsider with a 
reasonable ranking. Yet, for 
the same amount of money 
-Connors, Tanner and Dupre 
were prepared to play in 
Hong Kong, as was McEnroe 
in Italy and Borg m 
Switzerland. It is the 
M. t. P. T. C., the parent 
body, which permits the 
national ns.sociations to hold 
an Official Grand Prtx. It 


also determinea that at least 
two higher ranker players 
take part in it. Conversely^ 
it also ensures that the Jess 
eminent also participate %n 
the bigger tournaments, 
where the prize money is 
around Rs 20 lakhs. The 
A. T. P. also helps, and most 
players oblige, except when 
it comes to India. Then Inst 
minute medical certificates 
are produced and all kinds 
of excuses made. 

Admittedly, the end of the 
year is not the ideal time 
to expect a collection of 
superstars. It is close to 
Christmas and the New Year 
a time to be .rpent at home 
with family and friends. It 
is also close to the end of 
the circuit, and the players 
are in need of a rest before the 
start of the new season in 
the U B. A 

Also, by this time a 
player’s ranking is almost 
settled and the gain of a few 
points makes little appreciable 
difference to the end result. 
Yet, other tournaments 
facing similar problems are 
better attended, and it is 
India’s lot that followers of 
this game have no choice 
hut to see what is usually 
third division tennis. 

If it is accepted that 
snooker professionals are not 
in such constant demand as 
their tennis counterparts, it 
must also be said that they 
were prepared to pldy here 
for "hose change’’ and if 
it is not possible to provide 
"extra cash’’, then it is 
necessary to use other means. 
Sometime ago Mohun Bo^an 
displayed Pele and now a 
private sponsor is attempting 
to arrange a fight between 
Muhammad Alt and Dora 
Singh in Calcutta. A 
surprisingly srnoM amount of 
money will be required for 
this legerdemain, hut it did 


iotkd ^ right person with 
the fight approach. 

Afitf thts Is exactly what 
tennt* oWekds sent abroad to 
Tfemitj^ers are unable 
to emtutda. One seriously 
wonders whether they even 
get ptait the secretary to the 
agent, m alone within 
talking dkiance to the 
supetstarsk 

Nor does the A. I. L. T. A. 
have any influence or rapport 
uHth the M. 1. P. T. C. 
Further, there is no 
advertisfng ttnd minimum 
effort at Imsmn, and public 
relations. For many, IndttYs 
image is not only oHs of 
contrast where opulence 
neighbours proverty, but that 
the least inconvenience that . 
wfU be differed is a 
stomach upset, more likely 
it would be a case of jaundice 
or cholera. When this view, 
however unfusUfied, is 
coupled with actual playing 
conditions and other faciUtia 
offered which are just not 
upto international standards. 

Is it any wonder that India 
is avoided f 

That it js possible to put on 
show the best in the worUl 
has been proved by the 
M. S. B. A. Perhaps the 
A. I, L. T A. nnll take note 


Note on abbreviations 
M. S. S. A. — Mahnrashtiu 
Billiards Association. 
M. 1. P. T. C. — Mfrt’'. 

/Ilf ^ f lUsrtfOYiot PTof^sssiotidJ 

Tennis Council. 

A. T. P Associnlion 

Tennis Players. 

A. /. T, A. —— Al' Indio 
Lawn Tennis Association. 

M, S, L. T A — Uatia- 
rashira State Lawn Tennis 
Association. 




Binny blends 
exquisitely 



Fashion fabrics that are attractive, durable and comfortable. 
Created specially for you by Binny's fabric expertise. An ever 
increasing range of colours, designs, plains and prints to suit 
your varied tastes in suitings, shirtings and dress materials. 
Binny blends for all occasions. 
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The Sporting Life 


m 


Bon Temoleton and T<>rn Torman 


LET'S MEET AGAIN 1 

l^ranKfiirt! While presenting prizes at a sports meet 
the male chief guest asked a pretty young winner 'What 
are you going to do after you leave school ?" Without & 
flicker of self-doubt she replied : **l was thinking of going 
home, but if you’ve any better ideas 

rOR THE RECORD 

London : Sebastian Coe may not crown his brilliance 
with an Olympic gold, but he's won the hearts of Britain'*! 
sporting public One of the reader's plaudits reads * “He 
holds four world records — three for running, one for 
modesty (I) And he’s adrenalin for all sports lovers “ 
Meanwhile, show jumper Caroline Bradley, who won the 
other Dally Express sponsored award, said as she wiped 
a small tear from her eyes • “Really I Just have to thank 
the horsGsf” 

THE CURVES OF THEIR PERFORMANCE 

Rome: Franco Arigoni, trainer of the Italian national 
skiers, has invited wives and glrMnends to the team’s 
remote headquarters tn the Alps. “The boys become 
agitated if they're kept away from the girls It can rom 
their performance on the slope," he explained. 

THIS 'BL 9 ODY' INVITATION 

Madrid: A notlc«i» posted on the staff canteen of a 
local factory reads as follows “Fencing Club meets for 
instruction and practice n the Games Room every Tuesday 
jittornoon New blood always welcome'" 

Tail piece : So much money is being made by sport^^ 
folk today, a tennis fan is reported to have quipped 
“Borg’s back-hand returns don’t impress me all that much 
it's his tax returns I'd like to see T' 


B FELLIS 



" CHAre^uBcmp/,. £5cAf^oarL cop au \ in 



' j )AOuic>i^'r Of ^akjng youR 

WND OFF ZB RACB, FttRKE, BUI YOURWfft 
yV46 005 ISORODUCBD TO YOUR 



IF YOU RBMOVB MY CUBNT FROM IHB GAME 
m'LL sue. FOR PBFAMAVON OF CHARACTER'" 






Bombay Test in pictures 


Nikhil Bhattacharya 




An fiarly shock for India—Gavaskar walks hark to the pavilion caught by Qaddr (not in the picture) off 
Bakht 

Chauhan edges Imran to the safe hands off Bari, 










Wukct keeper Ban and sLrpftelder Majtd appecl for a confident caught behmd ageemst Vengsarkar Not out 
Venq^arluiT and Gavaskar set off for a run even as bowler Stkandet Bakht and the Pahstana avoeal 
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An unuslud skht-Doshi bowlmi, to Asif wUh five men ^tending so close to toe twfcet 
Chauhan. i s snrprocd to see an in-coming deliv e ry from Mudassar u>hip off - 

V.« v.'*:*»Zi 
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^HE&E LINES ARE BEING WRITTEN ON THE REST DAY OF THE BOMBAY TEST 
India was sitting pretty with a 27S run lead and seven wickets in hand. The vagaries of cri¬ 
cket notwithstanding, Pakistan must have been more than a little troubled about the prospect 
of batting fourth on a treacherous wicket. And irrespective of what . happened at Bombay, we 
felt the Indian perfopnance in the first two Tests was good enough to warrant the question 
Why did the pre-series assessments go so lorong in .assuming superiority for the Pakistanis ’ 
Accordingly, we put five questions to various ex-Test cricketers in .Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta 
Their answers: 


E. A. S. PRASANNA 


1. India’s performance in the Brst 
• tremendously appre^ 

oable. Particularly, m the secginl 
Test, It looked to be on par with 
Pakistan. With a little more posi 
tive planning, India could have been 
one up in the series, mora so be- 
wuse Imran Khan was not there 
The basic approach of the Indian 
Mam bowlers, to keep t\wa Pakistan 
batsmen tied down clicked. 

I think it will be advantageous for 
the home side to prepare a wicket 
Vhich would help the batting side. 
Because the wicket was turning, even 
^ough slowly, at Bangalore, the 
Pakistanis' cumulative spin combina' 
Uon looked rather dangerous. Know 
ing how our Indian batting shapes 
JJg^under pressure, this.fe not desir- 


But again, that important question 
keeps haunting one. With Imran and 
Sikander Bakht bowling first on a 
green top, how will the Indian batt¬ 
ing fare ? Will it then be able to get 
a match saving total of 400? We 
saw bow our batsmen collapsed foi 
126 in the first innings at Delhi aftei 
they had second use of the wicket 

2. Most of the Pakistanis have 
not been in good nick. During the 
first two Tests it was clear that the 
Pakistanis were not clear what their 
basic approach should be. 

Barring a few, like Mohsin and 
Haroon, this is Pakistan's best batt¬ 
ing line-up. But in both Tests, they 
have not cpme behaviour upto cx- 

14 


pectations Possibly, at Bangalore 
the slow behaviour of the pitch was 
the reason. Another reason could 
be lack of match practice in Indian 
conditions. In England, they were 
used to different conditions. 

After watching the Pakistanis in 
Delhi, one felt that they depond too 
heavily on Majid Khan, one of tfic 
best stroke-makers in the side Majid 


QUESTIONS 

1 How do you mess^mdias 
^rformenett M fim: pm’ 
Tests ? 

2 Do you think ^ PeM^'s 
batunp patformanees has 
been up to fts reputation T it 
not. why do you think they 
gat out tot totais teas than- 
300 twice in a Test ? 


S. 


Can Pakistan bats hopp 4 
find prtches beta whi^ wi 
give scope for tmr 

Du you think-intiia% 

IS not strong er^augh.^ 
Pire mote eonffda^g 
vearago? \ 

Before me 
the more 
that 

thrash ua , _. _ 

What do ym thkok^mui , 
wtmt 

rmakiir^Tita^^ 


at Delhi did not look like a born 
new-ball player Perhaps he still not 
got used to Indian conditions. Zaheei 
Abbas ajso, I felt, was not all that 
fluent. The Pakistanis have looked 
up to Javed Mian/dsd to pull them 
out of trouble and he has found good 
support from left-hander Wasim Raja 
The failure of Javed Miandad in the 
second innings was a turning point 
from the Pakistani point of view. But 
1 would give full marks to the Indian 
seam bowlers who kept a good hue 
and length and the wicket took care 
of the rest. 

3. The best wicket available for 
Pakistan’s stroke players was the one 
at Delhi. Now Pakistan’s best bet 
could be the Madras wicket which is 
known to be a pacy one But Asif 
Iqbal should wm the toss there. A 
slow turner is not exactly to the 
liking of the Pakistani batsmen. 

4. There has been tremendous 
improvement in the middle order 
where one notices the basic approach 
is to stay put. But for some mysteri¬ 
ous reason. India suffered a first in¬ 
nings debacle at Delhi. Uowevei. 
one still feels that the Indian batting 
^pends chiefly on Gavaskar and 
Vishwanath. Only during the man¬ 
datory overs in Delhi their absence 
was not felt. It is good to see that 
youngsters are opening up and show 
ing their latent talent. 

5. When the Pakistani side to 
tour India was first announced, I felt 
that without Sarfrai the quesUon of 
defeating us hollow was ruled out. 
The Sarfraz-lmran combination had 
been broken. What would happen ii 
one of the new Iipran-Sikander com* 
bination broke down? And that's 






Miandad—has to play a steHar role, tf 
thf'ir honour intact^ 

whdt tiappci> 2 d at Delhi. In a pro 
view of ihe tour, I had gone on re 
cold that this Pakistan team would 
be mandgeable, which, so far, has 
proved correct 


A A BAiG 


1. They came throug.i very well 
1 thought Before^ the series began 
not many people gave India much 
chance The first Test, of course, 
was ram marred but nevertheless 
they matched Pakistan's imposing 
total of 431 But the real Test came 
HI the match at Delhi which was a 
struggle hrst for survival then for 
snatching what would have been a 
memorable win At the beginmng 
of the second day and the tourth 
Pakistan's position seemed unassail¬ 
able but on each occasion, India’s 
bowlers were able to achieve a break 
through An almost certain defeat 
was converted into the exnting possi¬ 
bility of a viclorv. And this aftei 
Gavaskar’s early dismissaL The 
learners used the helpful pitdi magni* 
ficently. The captaincy was p^tive 
the Veft-arm spin bowling imaginative 
in unresponsive conditions and the 
fielding excellent. Then Vengsar- 
kar's tremendous dbihty to take 
charge and control the pace. I wish 
a few more quick singles could have 
been taken One of the sights 1 shall 
long rensh is Kapil Dev bowling with 
four slips and two gulbes. Yes, all 
in all, India did come through ex¬ 
tremely well. 

g. A batsman, even a great one. 
can bat only as well as he is allowed 
to by opposing bowlers and the pre 
vailing conditions. The first Test did 
not provide an even contest—the 
batsmen had matters mainly their 
way. To cross 400 without major 
contnbutioas from their main bats¬ 
men Indicated the depth of their bat¬ 
ting. Tbe second Test provided c 
pitch that was a seam bowlers dream 


Paictstan wattle to go bach vnth 


ind bowlers all thiough held ascen- ' 
dency over batsmen. Kapil’s pei 
formamv was iit no way any less 
meritorious than Sikandcr’s His im 
provement is incredible. Sad to sa\ 
but one cannot visualise aniHher 
pitih like Delhi's at tlv' remaining 
ceiities In which case Pakistan's 
batting will certainly come into its 
own Majid and Zaheet are too good 
to fail again and again 

X Yes, Bombay and Madras will 
certainly entourage slioke-play. I 
doubt it the same could be said about 
C'almtta and Kanpur For good 
stiokepLiy the ball has to come on 
to the bat and at an even and con- 
sisUmt height I am not saying there 
will not be tall scoring at Calcutta or 
Kanpur but runs will probably com*^ 
more slowly than one associates with 
these talented players, 

4. Indeed not. In fad, India’s 
batting at the moment is much 
stronger than what it was last year. 
On the last tour, runs could be ex¬ 
pected only from Gavaskar and 
Visbwanath Now these two magni¬ 
ficent players can expect suppoit 
from their less illustrious colleagues. 
In fact, Vengsarkar has really come 
along, enough almost to warrant 
being bracketed with the two seniois 
and Yashpal keeps improving Chau 
ban, of couise, is ever reliable and 
with Kirmani back, and the all- 
rounders contnbuting their bit, Indian 
batting indeed looks healthy. The 
Delhi second Innings is proof of this, 
with Gavaskar and Visbwanath out 
cheaply, how well the rest nearly 
brought off a miraculous victory* 

No. I thought that in India on 
our pitches the two sides were almost 
evenly matched The factors tha’ 
made one hold this view were India's 
greatly improved batting and a tre 
mendous boost to its morale arising 
out of the ret'enl Test at the Oval 
1 feu that neither 'side would, under 
normal arrumstaricvs, bowl llv* other 


What Kapil 
has 

wrought! 

I N 'FHE 21 TEStS INDIA HAVE 
plajred after KapU Dev spear¬ 
headed the attack with Karwin 
Ghavri (19 Taats) and Mobmder 
AnMinath (2 Tests) since his 
debut at Fai^lahad (1978), there 
has been tut ostOwey partnerships 
for the first wicket against India 
The hiahast is 97 - hetwwn AlVln 
Greenidge and Faoud Aandtws in 
the second Test at Hangalore 
(1979). 

In this period there have been 
only nine half-oantury partner* 
diips: vs Pakistan (1978); 84 
aa^ 84 (1st Test); $7 (2nd Test): 
84 (3rd Test); vs West Indtes 



seco^ Teat h» tW Indo-Pah aerios. 

It waoM he atse interesting to 
note tha perfermance of the 
IntMan otwnats w Gavaskar and 
Chauhan-Hkt these 21 Teats. They 
have put on mom than SO on five 
occasions, mom than iw) op three, 
more than ISO on jhrae and over 
200 on aae. tim MUfhwft heiog 213 
at 'the Oriri Test fa Bagland 
(1979). 

Hrairo opanamt 
P K. SUSBAhAANlAM 



Where the 
pundits 
went 
wrong 

\l rMlU^ IHE Wl>lAH CRICKET 
VV teatn w<is .still in Enghsod, 
on<* gAtliered thiU a micjkivy l»apcr 
la Bombay had canicd a Ttm^tk 
modo by SuQil Gavaskar that 
‘India would be hammccad to 
pulp by the Pakiataoh^* Whcii the 
enccniiUcf betwoen the two ooim^ 
trie.s took place later in the year, 
Ihis assertion waa v«ry mtidt lit 
the flews on the fifth morning on 
the 0\al Teat when rumours were 
aHo4it that Gavaskar^ unbeaten on 
42 overnight, would kwe bis place 
111 the Indiw side for tihe first 
meeting against Australia at Mad' 
i.u> as a result of this autesnunt. 

But as events transpired, the 
'run-machine from Bombay* eCched 
out on that final day of dte fourth 
Test the innings of Us already 
lustrous career and gU was for¬ 
gotten and Morgivenu Srinlvas 
Vonkatraghavan uras almost hi- 
deL'oncnisIy stripped off the cap* 
taincy, Gavaskar reappointed aiU 
as was to unfold, extended the 
honour of leadtog tnotn to her 
maiden serkss victory over Awr 
traUa. 

Gavaskar’s soeptjkHsm Ibou^, 
still Ugures promineiitly in the 
limelight. And whether because 
at this apprehension or Pakistan's 
two nil triumph wer IndJa last 
>oilr or a combinalioa of both, the 
.ulv.mcc assessment in the Indian 
iiivdid pertaining to the current 
liido-Pak contest, had already ten- 
(IihI to treat the homesido as the 
imdi rdogs. £n fuel India’s iwili- 
M Bangahiro in the recently 
nunludcd first Test c^ne as guile 
.« sui prise to the^ witncssiiig the 
game Ihc'rc. gomd pundits tiot 
t'\i hulod. 

Ui.it this is a wholly mcorrect 
(’Valuation is best endotued by the 
views ooepressod by Asif Iqbal 
who right froni the nmnent he 
landfsl in this country has been 
talking in terms of a ’tough’ bat¬ 
tle appredating the hnnien&e 
tiansfurmatkm thM has oonie 
about in the Indian abreugth from 
what was n year partimharly 
in Its hatting and the fact that 
India at home cm ntwor bo the 
eiisv meat tihey bavt^ ofticn turpiDd 
mil to be on away stdi Having 
reconied that, ii ia wonh empha- 
siring that Gavaskar’s luar abmit 
India’s chamo<( agaiilsi Pakistan 
were his feelmgs b(*foro the tiliif 


of England. A great deal has 
happened since tor him to it^vise 
his opinion and even insist in 
recem weeks that his players are 
‘very confident' about the senes. 
la>rd*s» Hoadinglcy and the Oval 
Itf79 will gp down as a watershed 
in Indian cricket and any team 
capable of the batUng display 
thpy put forward at these three 
V)cnuea canocit be humbled all that 
easily, espedalty where the oppo¬ 
nents^ bowlitig is not half as mena¬ 
cing ns the English attack is in 
English oemditioDs. And k also 
should not be overlooked that it 
wasn’t just Gavaskar and Vishwa- 
nnth shouldering the responsibility 
but the defiance and teacnnical ex 
oelkncc shown by Vengsarkar, 
Okauhan. Yashpal and Yajurvin 
dra Singh. 



he play a hmg tnninga ? 


But, of (oursv, ihiTc is this 
burning ourslion of xhi* Indians 
being find and jadid from con¬ 
tinuous cTicki^. A point to ponder 
cxsntainly. But the funny thing is 
that there appt-^drs to have been a 
mixed bargain from the surfeit of 
Tests — slalrm^, odmitttdly, yet 
a situation wImty^ participating in 
a match has becuine as covn- 
moAphuT^ as an ordinary finstrclass 
tic and, tberetonv betvd^ of the 
usual tension, ‘llie dash ;ivltb 
Australia has moreover augmen 
ted the iwfablishmmt of two new 
spin bowtoj^, provided the neoes* 
sary edcpf^rience to the talented 
Vashpal and kwtilkd a fresh can** 
dour into Klnuani's pofformance. 
The rest of tfeke regulars in all 
likelibood have not accrued the 
same benefit, but Gavaskar and 
Vishwamitli and «wen Vi'iigsarkar 
and Chauhan at the present 
juiidure thormiglt professionals 
^nd for IhtMii to inaintain their 


peak in the conducive climate of 
an Indian winter is not such an 
itunui mountable task, 

II the Indians have any cause 
for concern this is in the area of 
Kapil and Ghavn’s fitness. The 
former, overbowled as he has been, 
has now reached a stage where 
be requir<^ motivation of strong 
natuiu for a significant output a 
position of strength for India or 
imminent victory for his side or 
a challenge of some kind — and it 
will indeed be sad if he lu’eaks 
down at a crucial stage. Ghavri 
continues to be a hold trier but 
ihe variety he was able to un¬ 
leash m the last domestic season 
IS noticcabb absent, which in¬ 
cludes his abihty to hurl down 
nasty incoming bouncers, and bis 
offerings have become more 
mochanual than anything else 

lAT ABOUT THP VISITORS'^ 
The Indidii pitches will .^urc 
ly be a deterieut their natuial 
.stiokelul ways Ihe ledoubtablr 
Majid Khan having broken off his 
coniiettions with Glamot^’an looks 
sljghtl> short of match puKtice 
and the less tormiddble Asif Tqbdl 
at the ag<* of 3b. a bil suspect in 
terms ot playing sevt ral long inn¬ 
ings Thus the query is can 
Zah(M^r and Javc’d light the path 
to paticiKv and perseverence which 
IS inevitably the keynote to suc¬ 
cess m India They must, if 
Fakist4m Uv to leturn home with 
then honour intavt but the resl- 
Icssno^ evoked in the tacc ol 
i)ihp Doshi at Bangalore is not 
the right approach In bowling, 
an avoidable pnvssuie has been 
reposed on Imran. 

In sum total, the Pakistanis, 
irrespective o>t the truth that they 
have till date not won a series 
against any ol the three major 
cricketing countries, namely Eng¬ 
land. Australia and the West In¬ 
dite, are cndowiHl with a more 
than imprt'tfM>ive batting line-up 
and make no mistake it was this 
resouxKlmg calibre that secured 
them the laurels at Lahore and 
Kuiachi, But have a heart ! 
Gavaskar's boys are no second 
raters. In fact they were exret*d- 
Ingly piqued ait the poor estiriia- 
tion of their prospects as ixifieo 
teo in a section of the Press as 
well as the alleged inferior popu¬ 
larity thi*y enjoy to the Pakis¬ 
tanis. Also the lack of import¬ 
ance being apparently given to 
them by some organisers has be¬ 
come a aspect for tlu* Indians. 

Unfortunate, if you ask me, not 
to iiientlofi the mbdnfonned off 
the field unnparisoAs taking place 
bc>twce>n tb^) two sides, foi’ the 
series underway can <ml:^ be a 
very evenly matched exhibitioii I 

4 . R 






.side out: twice in tivc days. Hut un 
a pitch that helped bowlers on the 
last two days the side batting last 
would be in trouble—like the Austra¬ 
lians at Bombay. I therefore thought 
that out of the six Tests there would 
be a fair chance of each side finding 
itself in this situation at least once 
—therefore the result 1-1. Now that 
two Tests are gone, the luck of the 
toss and the conditions of the pitch 
will onoe again be a decisive factor 
and I oertainly can see at least one 
result in whichever side batting hrst 
holding the upper hand—at l^npur 
or Calcutta. 


BAPU NAPKARNI 

O UR PERFORMANCE IN THE 
two Tests is more than satisfac- 
tory. We were playing against big 
totals and under pressure and yet 
managed to come out well. With a 
IKtle Tuck we might have even won at 
Delhi. 

Our batting has oorne of age. We 
inust give our bowlers due credit for 
bowling out Pakistan twice at Delhi 
for totals under 300. 

At the moment we are playing as 
a t<.*»a!n. In fact, for the two 
years our team has been playing like 
one unit, liven li Cijvaskar and Vish 
get out early we are slill able to 
raise decent totals. I'he other niom- 
bcis are coniid^mt and have boon 
making signiticant contribuiou and 
this is a healthy sign. 

I think most nitics had dismissed 
the Indian skle as not being good 
enough, which i.s not correct. It will 
be a close series. When you have 
two good sides the contest is exciting 
and it’s a engrossing game of cricket 
and that i.s being proved right now. 
During uur times the match was 
drawn in the pavilion itself. Now 
the wickets arc different and the atti¬ 
tude o(f the present lot of cricketers 
is to win. All the ingredients of a 
good game of cricket are present. 

As lor the Pakistani batting not 
iximing off on Indian wickets, 1 firm* 
ly believe that a batsman can he 
called good only if he make.s runs on 
all types of wickets under any condi- 
tion. Foreigners have come here 
and got runs. It’s npt all that difli 
cult. 


AJIT WADEKAR 


I NDIA IS GETTING A GOOD 
grip on Pakistani bowling and 
her batsmen are casting off the com¬ 
plex they had before the scries began, 
Pakistan’s batting has not lived up to 
its reputation. Majid is going 
through a bad patch, Zaheer is over 
confident and thus paying the penalty 
while the other batsmen are finding 
it difficult to adjust to our wickets. 
I think most of our wickets arc good 
for stiokemaking, it’s just that their 
stroke-players are not getting a hang 
of our bowling and our wickets. They 



Vishwanalh (against whom Qadir leads a chorus of appeal) has not 
fotinW his touch so far. 


iirc too k(i(*n to exhibit their strokes. 

India’s batting has matured. 'Fbcy 
no longer rely on Gavaskar and 
Vishwanalh entirely. We hav^ ac¬ 
quired a reasonable depth thanks to 
Vengsarkar, Yashpal and Chauhan. 
1 think what our batsman lack is the 
positive approach. Had they adopted 
that, we would have won at Delhi. 

Pdki.stan has a slight cd^e over us. 
After all, they are professionals. Our 
wickets are certainly not any differ¬ 
ent irom those found in Pakistan. 
As for the Pakistan bastmen they 
came with a big reputation behind 
them, lu live up to this image, they 
arc being unnecessarily aggresivc. 
They are so conscious that they have 
to justify their name that very often 
they art' sacrificing their wirk<*ts. 
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I think they are missing Sarfraz aud 
Mu.shtaq very badly. Whichever side 
wins first will try its best to hold on 
to the lead for the rest oi the series. 


M. A. K PATAUDI 


I T WAS PHOVED, AS EXPEClliD, 
that there is very limited variation 
in the Pakistan bowling, while the 
Indian batting is getting a raeasaire 
of the Pakistan attack. In Bangalore, 
the honours were even. In Delhi, 
from a difficult situation, Indian bats- 
nren fought back very well. Also 
our bowling, if it receives any help 
from the wicket, could cause prob- 
ieins to these gifted Pakistani stroke- 
players. 

’l^cir batting has not lived up to iks 
reputation. On the other hand, it 
has shown it k*= not invulnerable if 
the ball is doing .something. Indian 
wickets, being slow, usually do not 
permit ^isman to hit on the up 
which is the way most of these Pa¬ 
kistanis play. 

Vengsarkar has matured. Vishwa- 
nath is beginning to settle for bigger 
scores. The latter half with Kirmani 
and Ghavri gaining in experience 
with every Test have made Indian 
batting stronger than H was a year 
ago. In the last scru^ in Pakistan 
we were not thrashed as pocple be¬ 
lieve even though the score was two- 
nil. . 'fhey were both close matches. 

Bcguiding the current series, while 
the Pakistani batting is stronger, 
their bowling should cause no undue 
concern on usual Indian wickets. Un¬ 
less there arc bad wickets, the bat 
will dominate the ball 


HANUMANT SINGH 


I NDIA DID WELL IN THE ^FWO 
Tests. It Yias croditaWe that 
after losing the toss at Bangalore 
and after Pakistan had scored over 
400 in the first innings and Asif cons¬ 
tantly maintained the pressure our 
reply was si ill convincing. I think 
ilic honours wore even -at Delhi. We 


Nikhtl Bhattachafya 












put ourselves iti a very vulnerable 
position by getting all out for 126 
but yet we were able to fight back 
and nearly win at Kotla. I know 
Imran was not there but it’s a tre¬ 
mendous achievement to score only 
126 and yet be so close to a win. 

As for the Pakistanis, I think we 
are making too much of their batting 
wliile we are undercjstimating our 
own strength. No doubt they have 
great depth in their batting but I 
think people arc basing their assump¬ 
tions on what hap{>ened in 1978 when 
we went to Pakistan. There, the 
wickets were pure batting strips and 
our spinners were on the oecline, 
and Kapil was new. What I 
am trying to say is that they 
are not invincible. No doubt they 
are T 1 lis^ine Sarfraz and Mushtaq 
now 

1 think it’s a myth that Indian 
wickets are slow. They are as slow 
as wickets in any other part of the 
world. 1 think the only fault one can 
find with our wickets is that they 
don’t provide much assistance to fast 
bowlers. I think our batting is 
stronger now than it wa.s a year back. 
It is consistent, everyone is getting 
ruii.s what more can you expect ? 

If we take the lead in the series at 
Bombay we will hold on as the 
wickets in most of the other centres 
will be heavily loaded in favour of 
b.iiAinen. 


Kanpur last 
time 

INDIA AND FAKI9TANHAVE 
1 met only once in the past at 
Kanpur~*that was the secottl Teat 
of the 1960*61 series which eoided 
in a tame draw. 

Scores; Pakistan 6S6 and 140 for 
3; India 404 

Captains: Fatsai Mahmood (Pal^ 
tan) and N. J. Qpntractor (India) 

Century; P, K. UmrigBr (India) 
—115 (First innings) 

Best bowling: Haseeb Ahsoh 
XPakistan) — 5 for 121 (Bwl 
innings) 

V B 


SOBROTO GUHA 


1 . I think we have done a good 
job. In the beginning, we were a bit 
apprehensive about the performance 
of our side but the wa> we came 
back after our debacle in the first 
Innings at Delhi, and almost won it 
morally we were one up. 

2. The reason why Pakistan bats 
men have not performed well is that 


they have not a.ssessed our wickets 
properly and are too impetuous in 
their stroke making. Our Indian 
wickets, so far, have proved to be 
slow turners, where the ball does not 
come to the bat at a normal height 
and speed, whereas these same bats¬ 
men were able to make their strokes 
in Pakistan, because there the 
wickets were firmer. The Pakistan 
team is more publicised than the 
Indians, because most of the players 
play in England, and because of their 
association with W$C. Our Gavas¬ 
kar and Vishwanath are technically 
belter than their batsmen, and their 
performances in Tests prove it. 

8 . I do not think they will find 
any pitch which will give them scope 
to play their shots. 

4. I think Indian batting is deh- 
nitely stronger now, which was 
proved in llic Second Test, though 
we lost Gavaskar and Vishwanath 
early. Previou.sly we had seen that 
whenever those two were out cheap¬ 
ly. India was in trouble. Vengsarkar, 
Yashpal, Kapil and Kirmani can b,^ 
relied upon and they are apply 
themselves well, 

5. Before the tour began, every 
body said that they would thrash us 
The publicity that the Pakistan team 
got was more than it deserved. After 
the way we got back into the game 
In the second Test, I think India 
has got a better chanoe of winning 
than Pakistan. 
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Profile 


Dilip 
Doshi: 

'No 

grudges' 

ASHIS RAY 

r fS NOT ALWAYS THAT A 
cricketer with a lonjt 10-ycar ex¬ 
perience behind him at the first-class 
level is over enthusiastic about wit¬ 
nessing a Test match at every oppor¬ 
tunity. But this man is dilferent. 
was there to rejoice at India’s come¬ 
back at Lord’s this year and also at 
The Oval to watch what transpired 
aa one of the greatest moments io 
Indian nay world cricket. 

Two days after this epic encountci 
in England the same player* having 
completed a sensational season with 
Northumberland in the Minor Coun¬ 
ties League which included captur¬ 
ing all 10 wickets in a particular tie. 
set relaxing^ in his Belsixe Park Flat 
in London when a phone call from 
his younger brother in Calcutta com¬ 
municated to him the news he had 


wafted to be conveyed all bis Itfe ^ 
the information about his inditsioo 
la India’s squad of 14 for the first 
Test aiminst Kim Hughes* Australians 
at Madras. There followed an air« 
dash to the South Indian titr, a 
dream debut — six wickets in the 
first Innings and two more in the 
second — and Dilip Rasiklal Doshi. 
at the age of 3L had at last arrived 
in the Test scene. 

Akin to the IIMuck of Padmakar 
Shivalkar and Rajendra Goel it has 
been just Dilip's bad luck that he 
happened to be a contemporary of 
BIshan Singh Bedl. But tnhre was 
no way he could overcome this incon^ 
vcnience for he was from birth a 
left-hander. Cricket was not exactly 
in Doshi’s blood, yet Dilip’s father 
Rasiklal had played the game in the 
company of Vinoo Mankad in his 
school days and there was never any 
dearth of encouragement for the 
talented eldest son. 

Settled in Calcutta and his eyes 
always trained on turning out for 
Bengal. Dilip. strangely enough, 
though as is exactly the case with 
the redoubtable Gundappa Visfawa- 
nath, was totally overlooked as «i 
school boy. Bur the great Vinoo was 
his idol and left-arm spin his fascina¬ 
tion and, thus, soon after his Higher 
Secondary examinations from J. J 
Ajmera School in 1964, he plunged 
into League Cricket in Calcutta while 
studying for, and passing, B. Com 
from St. Xavier’s College. After a 
year with Young Bengal Club he 
moved to Sporting Union for the 
196S-66 season. Sporting, those days, 
was one of the top cricket playing 


ttgils hi the Idayfim 

film PMkaj ftfiy. Amlutr IMKf eM 
Sttbroto Cttha god. more {wMaoL 
was under the personal control of 
the then chainiian df the MtkUinl 
selecticm mmmittee. Mr M DiitU 
Ray. 

Yet it did not require any extra- 
neons considerations to ’push’ Dilip’s 
candidature for the Ranji Trophy be¬ 
cause by the time the young man got 
his break in he already 

emerged as one of the leading 
wicket-lakers in Calc;utta oridket. 
Indeed, the iraosition proviijted no 
jolt. Making his first appearance 
against Orissa on December 32, 1968 
— his 20th birthday — he ’nseaved” 
his way to 28 wickets at an overage 
of 12,78 in his maiden season and in 
the prooeas helped Bengal reach ttw 
Ranji Trop^ final after a lapse of 
10 years, Bengal easily bent the 
quite powerful Karnataka side (then 
known as Mysore) In whidi Dilip and 
the medium-pacer Subrolo Cuba in 
harness were in the limelight 

In the same wintei the chunkily- 
built bespectacled ’’trundler” also 
earned his break in Dukep Trophy. 
Again, the initiation was no less 
impressive. An all-conquering South 
Zone team, led by M L Jaisimha, and 
compri^jog. among others, Tiger 
Pataudi, Abbas Ali Baig. Abid Ah, 
Vishwanath and Veokatragbavan 
were the visitors at the Eden Gar¬ 
dens. After Guha had made deep 
inroads into the^op half of this bat¬ 
ting line-up Dilip chipped in with a 
•pnghtly contribution. The souther¬ 
ners, in serious trouble in that first 
innings, eventually grabbed the 





nutdi outright, but thoir return | 
hmoe wu net nnacc o a w u uk id iQr a 
persiatiog respect for the up-and- 
coming spinnpr. pilip played for 
b^ Calcntta Univennty and East 
Zone Universities with remarkable 
anocess and also went to Sri Lanka 
with the Indian UniversUies teant 
In 1970 — a side led by Aihoke Gao- 
dotra and contahaing Suntl Gavaskar. 

His indsiveness augmented Haelf 
Witt eveiy PtijEsiog aeaseo and bv 
\912 Uihp ban hecame a fuUV ma¬ 
ture exponesd. His art was not the 
same as Bedi’s but it was obviously 
uidhiakabte to Bcoonmodate two 
left-arm slow bowiprs in the. same 
Test side. The Bengal player’s va¬ 
riety was flatter and faster through 
the air. but when it came to turning 
the ball or exploiting a holpful track 
he was almost on a par with the 
illustrious Sikh. In fact, success, 
whether in B^i Trophy. Ouleep 
Trophy or against touring foreign 
teams, rarely eluded his gra^. So 
much so that he was oflf to England 
in 1973 to turn out for Hertfordshire 
in the Minor Counties oompcUtioii 
— a contract he retained till he 
donned Nottinghamshire's colours in 
the Ckiunty Charapioiuhips in 1977 
and 1078. His display for East Zone 
against Bill I/awiy’s Australians in 
1969 evoked euphoric rvatse trom 
both Indian and foreign critics. He 
aim matched his > u^ts against the 
New Zealanders in 1976 and the 
last West Indian side as a member of 
the Board Presidents XI gaining 
appreciation but not that many 
vnefcets. And to cap it aU, John Ar- 
lott surveying the 1977 English sum¬ 
mer in*The Guardian*was move to 
remark : "There is hardly a bet¬ 
ter slow left-arm bowler than him 
in the rountry” (referring to County 
cridket). i 

qpHAT FIRST STINT WITB THE 
' E Notts rigttoUed an Offer from 
Tasmania in Australia. * But since 
tte season Down Under eoindded 
witb the domestic drooit in India 
lElip refrained from panniiig ttp 
matter. Moreover, ft was also a 
question of taking along wife Xallndi 
and daughter Visliakba — be had 
married in December, 1973 — as 
k Ms praettee when going to Engtlnd 
and tM sn^ of Aasbn^ Mag 
OonNBWflkat dtselitei. the pnvmdiloo 
iiiiliMappoar sa htbrOCliva. It was 
um add ab^ oaf tiMroa that a 

5gJSA'i3’ Sgg. -&a: 


Ttct bracket He had evea expen 
rnented with flighting the ball in 
order to ward off the grouse directed 
at him by the pundits hut not with 
the same lucrative result as 
tighter stuff. Although he denies 
this it was further cited in Calcntta 
rauers a couple of years ago that 
Difip had decided to switch his alte" 
glance to Saurashtra where he could 
seek an immediate transfer because 
of htrthfight (He vras born in RaJ- 
kot)a It would he ahaormal for 
DiMp to hold a grudge against any* 
boil^ and so (t Is not surprising for 
him to now state : **! have no griea* 
ance whatsoever vis-a-vis the Bengal 
or East Zone authorities. On the 
contrary, I am thankful for the im¬ 
petus given to me by them/* 

But it is harsh reality that last 
wintei Dilip not only lost his place 
in the East Zone side against Kalli 
charran's West Indians, but in the ; 
league stage of the Ranji Trophv 
was in grave danger of being droi^ 
ped from the Bengal XI, He, of 
course, ended up by leading Bengal 
against Karnataka in the quaii^ 
finals, and not insignificantly,^ by 
bowling with every ounce of hiS re* 
puted venom in the two encounters 
ut the knockout segment. 

Not unexpectedly and indeed not 
for the first Instance, Dilip urns 
among the .several ‘alerted* f®** 
Prudential Cup and the tour of MR- 
land that succeeded and grgp®^*® 
has it that it was only bv a 
that Bedl made the trip Instead of 
the former. 

Bedi made a distinct comeback in 
England so at the conclusion of the 
series Dilip could not have been 
entertaining much hopes of an enlist¬ 
ment in the near future, if at all 
But the selectors decreed on a break 
with the pagi te a meafii of prepai 
ing for the prestlgMms contest 
against Paldstan and the rest is st^ll 
green In everybody’s memoiy. 
ever. In course of the recent meetiiig 
with Australia Dilip couM well have 
vanished Into an abyss. He was not 
among the wideets in the ^ 
fourth Tests In Kanpur and Defiil, 
fespecHvdy, and therefore under 
some amount of premre Jhe nekt 
match at Cakutta. Bnt mndi to thte 
fay and Jnbllatfan of his adop^- 
hePia crowd, WBp revorW to Hie 
mito In gfaSono f aabum and went w 

SlS»?flpSil*"3*Sf'<il<»rt, ta ^ 

MW — fka beA-avar by an liMtan 
iNwier fat hb Brst venture. 
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the leg and the middle rjther than 
the olT'Stump or outside it. But none 
of India's other bowlers, not exclud- 
ing the highly successful Kapil Dev, 
being cast in the restrictive mould 
the mantle of economy not out of 
choice fell on Dilip and as he has 
proved since that not even the 
strokeful Pakistanis can afford to 
take any liberties with him. To 
many a purist the ability of a spin¬ 
ner to draw a batsman out of his 
crease with the intention of fooling 
him %vilh the one that floats in the 
air and spins away from him repre- 
aents the hallmark of an outstanding 
craftsman. Both Zaheer Abbas and 
Majid Khan, two of the finest wield- 
ers of the willow in the current era. 
were compelled to their doom in this 
manner ^ Dilip — what more dish 
Unction can a person with just about 


a half-a-dozen Tests behind him 
acquire? 


pIELDING 

* Dilin^s i 


HAS NEVER BEEN 
Dilip's forte. But it can be 
mentioned on his behalf that he has 
never shirked responsibility in this 
regard and has always been a hai^ 
trier. Since industry has throughout 
been a noticeable aspect in the man's 
makeup — be would even outshine 
his all-professional colleagues In 
England in terms of workouts at the 
nets or otherwise — and a burning 
desire to scale new heights bis most 
fruitful asset, it is not astonishing 
that he was able to overcome the 
frustrations which would certainly 
bate disillusioned a less enthusiastic 
men. It is to Dilip's credit that he 
has nurtured nothing but the high¬ 



est regard and the warmest senti¬ 
ments for the individual who kept 
him out of the reckoning all these 
years — Bishan Bedi — a feeling 
reciprocated in full measure by the 
senior cricketer — and it was Indeed 
a touching sight of the two greeting 
each other with a tight embrace 
when they met one evening during, 
the Delhi Test against Pakistan. 


Dilip 1$ of the view that every 
match ^'teaches you something new. 

A Test match more than anything 
else". He is also of the opinion that 
he is "a better bowler today 
ever before". He might have aUm 

g ed a few strides some years ago 
ut there is no denying that he is 
once again back at his best and could 
play a vital role till the phase when 
a really promising young kft-arm 
spinner erums in the firmament. 
Till such dlsplaoement and with the 
surfeit of Test matches in Indians 
fortbeomiog programme, it may well 
be a bonamui for the man from the 
Kvildemess. 

Talking about oblivion, this na¬ 
turalised Bengali hailing from Guja¬ 
rat, genial, over-generous and 
steadfast to his faith — Jainism — 
harbours no regrets about the long 
neglect "The selectors." he claims, 
**are the best judge*" and there being 
no reason why this trust should not 
be a two-way traflic ft is jmsumably 
on tbe cards that Dilip DMhi wilt 
not merely see the light of 50 Test 
wickets, but at least a ton. A late 
fuMbnent of an aspiratfon altrighr, 
but a realization none tbe less! 
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News: National 


PAKISTAN vs WBST ZONE 

Pointless 
exercise 
in batting 

O VER 1100 RUNS WERE SCORED 
IS} the threo-dav tn<itdi between 
West Zone and the tourung Pakistanis 
at Pune and only 15 wickets fell 
during the piocx^ Ihis in itselt 
should convey the nature of the 
ti ark The wicket was hard and thus 
had an appnM table bounce But this 
apart, it was a bowler's nightmare to 
operate on such pitches 

While It is true that both sides had 
mediocre attacks but by and large 
the bdtvmen called the tune IMl 
new wheiiver the Pakistanis have 
played the vtands have been jam 
patkeci but here on no single dav 
wfie ih stands full 

The Pakistanis pie&sed lato service 
Aslani Sanirani their associate mana 
gel Itiiian and MiAijdad were unfit. 
Abdul Qddii had flu and Asif had 
a tummy upset while Mudassar and 
Bakht wn*© rested Sadiq Mohammed 
and lasiim Aiif the- side’s second 
wickc t kep(x i opcnied tlie innings to 
Rajcndia Jadeia and Dhiraj Parsana 
Both batsmen went along niernly to 
hoist the 50 jn 5b minutes Tasliin 
diose Yauirvindra uppishly into the 
coveis at 83 where GhuUm Parkar 
tried very valiantly for the catch 
which was to his liTt but was 
unsiKcessfuI 

Sadi<i pkived his first big innings 
of the tout He ejcecuted some attrao 
tive stiokcs lii his 07 About his 
dLsmiv>al Sodiq said later *T tried 
to plain a ball fiom Dhiraj to square 
leg but 1 missed the ball compMelv 


and was rapjicd on the pad" Sadiq 
hit 11 fours in a stay of 135 minutes 

Zahecr joined rdbslirn and went 
about his task without any delay With 
nothing in the bowling to cause coo 
cem, Zahecr needed only 64 minutes 
to gel his half^cntury IMnraj 
Pat Sana at first &hp was not aWt 
when Zahecr at 68» siuckcd Naresh 
At the other end Arif reached a 
painstaking ton. Anf. who orouches 
in his stance because he grips the 
bat handle rather low, took 228 
minutes foi his 100. 

Majid was run out toi B but Zabeer 
played freely He displaycid his vast 
repertoire of stiokc^si as he notched 
up bis hundriHl oil 123 balls with the 
aid ol 11 fours <ind a six It was 
Zaheer's first cemturv of the tour 
and he said laU r * On sudi a baiting 
wicket against such a weak attack 
what can 1 say about my century 1 
think it*s the be/^ batting wicket we 
have played on lo India But 1 fee) 
sorr> for the bowlers" 

Among the Wes^t Zone bowlers. 
Dhiraj Parsana alone bowled well 
keeping a tight line particularly with 
his spinnrrsu Narcsih Parsana j with 
his oft spm was wayward in his direc¬ 
tion. Sandeep Patil was never gjven 
much opportuiuty to display his bowl* 
ing talent 

The West Zone fielding never rc 
ally came up Uk the standard of a 
Duleep Trophy side 'Fhere were mis- 
fieldings galore, the only exception 
being Ghulani Paikar His antiapa 
uon and quick movement on the field 
was refreshing. Majid must have re¬ 
alised that when Parkar ran him out. 

Parkar again excelled as an open 
ing batsman for his /one He played 
some bokl strokes and was always oo 
the look out for luns Parkar's 
partner, captain Gaekwad, was his 
cautious seif 

ihe pai| contmued the good work 
on the second day though on occasiona 
Ehtcidiam did trouble Gaekwad by 


gefttmg the hall to lift while bowling 
round the wicket Majid used his 
depleted resoutoea as beat as be 
coukl The first wkket fell at 222, 
when Parkar was run-out Parkar's 
117, 'which came in 185 minutes, 
should earn bun a permanent place in 
the Bombay iadc\ 

But Parkar is not easily satisfied 
He aaid later : "I was not very toppy 
with my game 1 could have done 
better Only two strokes were really 
good. The first when 1 diove Ehtesham 
Co the mid-off fence m the initial 
part of my iiuungs and later wl^ 1 
square-cut Haqeeb to the boundary." 

Gai*kwad also duly completed his 
century and wm out when he tiur! 
to bit Gasiin out of his ground 
Sandeep PatiL joined Yajurvindra and 
aftci playing exactly three bails 
launched his onslaught He drove 
with great power and Utted the ball 
over the in-helders with trexne^dus 
case 1 bough there we»ie five centu- 
ncs scored m the match it wat 
Sandeep’s 68 that was scintillating. 
With Sandeep hHUng two sixes and 
11 boundaries in just 65 minutes oil 
b7 balls, Majid was forced to post 
five fielders on the boundary line 
Talking about his dismissal Sandeep 
said "Bari bowled this particular 
ball rather slow and 1 was commit! 
cd to lut H over Talat Minm at 
the mid-on fence" Thanks to San¬ 
deep, West Zofu^ took 18 minutes 
le&A than the Pakistanis to notch up 
300 Pakiofan needed 263 minutes 

With nothing m th© wicket tor the 
bowlers a draw was inevitable Fof 
Pakistanis it was batting practice 
Majkl 156, along with Arif, who 
scored 62 nvado the most of the situa 
tion as Pakistanis rattled up 353 for 6 

Sandeep Patil took up tiom wherf 
he left m the hist innings as be 
opened Ihc second knock for West 
•Zone wilh Amit Shroff Sandeep's 71 
came with the help of two sixes, and 
11 fours .the same amount that he 
hit in his first innings score of 68 
ejcoept that now he needed just 63 
balls, four balls less than he faced 
m the earlier innings 

In limes to come, the record 
books will show that West &ne was 
the first team to lake a first innings 
lead over Pakistaiu.s But all un all 
it was a dull affair The game just 
drifted and th6 players went through 
their motions only because they had 
to. 

As long as we play the game on 
such wickets bowlers will be dis 
couraged All xhts talk of finding 
now bowling talent groundixl to 
dust as long as we play on such 
tradcst Thene fihoukl be an < von 
contest between bat and ball And 
what about the paying public*^ Don’t 
they deserve anything? No wonder 
the Pune man stayed aw*»y As for 
those who tame lo the match ii was 
more to see Imran Asif and Zalieir 
at dose <|ualters rather than to 
watdh mcket 



Wfst Zone sipemer C^hutom Parkar just fails Vo make his ground as 
Iqbal Qasim whips off ihs baUs 


HARFSH MUNWAIMI 




Pakistani Tour Diary 


PUNE: 

I F EVER A SERIES HAS 
hinged crucially on one 
single factor it is the pre 
sent senes which depends 
so much on Imran Khan 
Pakistan realise he is their 


most pencil ative bowler 
while India know that with 
Imran out it makes their 
task of beating Pakistan 
that much easier. So when 
a paper reported that Imran 
had stayed back in Delhi 
for treatment for his muscle 


injury while his team mates 
had come to Pune one ima 
gined that the fast bowler 
was in bad shape. But this 
was not so. Imran came to 
Pune with the team and 
proved that this report was 
false. It was Miandad who 


stayed back in Delhi because 

of fin. 

The Pakistan Board had 
sent two doctors to attend 
to Imran, Dr. Farakh 

Ahmad Khan and Dr. Malfic 
Shaukat. Dr. Khan 40, who 
happens to be a first couria 
to Imran and Majid, has 
stayed on mdiile Dr. Shaukat 
went back after examiaiilfi 
the popular cricketer and 

prescribing the treatment. 

Dr. Khan who is a surgeon 
revealed: ‘‘My boy has torn a 
muscle in the flank (svUcIi 
IS on the left of his sto¬ 
mach). As for the treat* 

ment the best medkine hi 
rest. Of course I am giving 
him the Short-wave diather¬ 
my treatment, infra-red 
rays, the full works. I am 
doing everything to get him 
back on the ground as soon 
as possible, after all he is 
the key link of our attack.*’ 

Was this a recurrence of 
an old injury ? Imran repb 
ed: **No, the last time it 

was a back muscle, this 
time It’s in the front” But 
it was obvious from the 
way Imran talked that he 
had suffered a lot and was 
thus understandably down¬ 
cast 

The courteous Justice 
Jaan is ever willing to talk 
to people He said. "TlUs 
ground where we are play¬ 
ing the match used to be a 
pleasure garden of the Pesh 
was and was foimerlv call¬ 
ed Hira Oaug.” Obviously 
the manager is a keen stu 
dent of history One after 
noon he went to see the 
famous Parvati temple 
which IS on a hill. He took 
Imran and Sikandar Bakht 
With him. Later Justice Jaan 
said “By the time we clinh 
bed the 300-odd steps to 
reach the Mandir you. am 
imagine how an old man like 
me must have f^lt. But it 
was worth it. The odd thing 
about this temple Is that 
unlike other temples whidb 
have their entrances in the 
shape of an open palm this 
! particular one is dome-shap¬ 
ed. This suggests that there 
was a Muslim influence 
while making the temple. 
Probably the Peshwas em¬ 
ployed Muslim artisans.” 

Had he gone there to ae^ 
the Lord’s blessing for his 
opening pair 7 Jaassaheb^s 
reply was a rip^rogring 
laugh. And be then added; 
••But let me tell you the 
dome is ornate. It’s sheer 
beauty made it more timn 
worth the trouble we took 



imran Khan with followers of Acharya Rayneeih 



Skipper Asif Iqbal had fond I 
memories of the ground He | 
had played here 20 years 
ago for Osmania University 
against Bombay University 
in a inter varsity match. He 
remembered ‘The Bombay 
fidcL had Ajtt Wadekar. Dihp 
Sardesai, Ramakant Desai. 
Sharad Diwadkar and Baloo 
Gupte while Mansingh and 
1 were in the other team 
Mind you that time there 
was no concrete stadium as 
you see it now It was an 
open ground ” 

It was indeed a Iremend 
ous down the memory lane 
moment when Diwadkar and 
Gupte talked to Asif and 
Mansingh when ‘Man' who 
is the liaison manager for 
the tourists lefrcshed the 
captain’s memory of their 
cDcoimlei 

Asif said ‘The first thing 
that comes to mind is the 
many wickets Dcsai took in 
the match Bombay got some 
bOO odd ruiib and we were 
•hot out for 96 We con 
ceded the match at that 
stage because both teams 
were eage i to go and witness 
the Test match at Bombay 
which Richie Beiiaud's Aus¬ 
tralians were pJayiitg*’ 


As far as I am concerned 
1 still think Majid and not 
Imran is the best looker in 
the Pdkistam team, particu 
larlv ofl the held Always 
smartly diessed» he gives 
the impression of being 
neat and methodical When 
I talked to Majid about his 
run out in the Pune match 
which prevented him from 
making a big score Majid 
replied. '*1 am not worried 
That’s the way the ball rolls 
Sometimes you make it. 
sometimes you don’t.” A 
lot of aicketers would say 
the same thing in such a 
situation but one is inclined 
to beheve Majid because you 
know he really means It. 

Majid was very often 
found browsing through 
bookshops As he leafs 

through the pages, he an¬ 
nounces : *‘l am looking for 
history books. It’s my 
favourite subject” This is 
quite surprising for you are 
so sure Majid with his per 
sonalify would be a student 
of philosophy. 

The man with the devil- 
may-care attitude is Wasim 
Raja. A great guy to talk 
to. Raja has this kreat knack 
ot making friends and is by 
far the best ambassador of 
the Pakistani team when it 


comes to building good-will 
between the two countries. 

The other Wasim* that is 
Ban the wicket-keeper* Is a 
soft-spoken man. A shrewd 
cricketing brain Ban has 
already pli^ed in over 50 
Tests for Pakistan having 
made his debut at the age 
of 19 Bari while discussing 
the Pune match said: ”Amit 
Shroff the West Zone Iceep- 
cr, should wear smaller pads 
The ones he was wearing 
are too big They make 
him look clumsy and odd. 
which he is not A widcet- 
keeper should always look 
compact If you are effi¬ 
cient behind the wickets 
but dressed wrongly it can 
be jarring to the crowds I 
wish he would know this 
and it’s not difficult He 
could always find pads of 
his proper size in India it 
self Do you know how 
much Ciicketmg gear is 
being exported from India 
and Pakistan In certain 
cases the goods are made 
here sent to England and 
stamped ‘made in UK’ over 
there 

Dr. Farakh Khan has 
bi ought a luxurious habit 
with him. He smokes those 
wine tipped dgarnllos and 
everyone seems to be catch¬ 
ing on. It was not surpri¬ 
sing thprefoxip to see at a 
party Imran. Majid, Mud- 
davsar and of course Justice 
Jaan sporting unlit cigars in 
their mouths. When Majid 
was asked why the cigars 
were not lit he replied 
“It’s a planned move” But 
another fellow, who didn’t 
want to be quoted, said 
“It’s the only one I have.” 

Justice Jadn who has bis 
own stock of these dgars 
said: “When you smoke 
these dgars, you look like 
a ‘buzurg* — a respected 
elder. Probably that’s why 
my l^ys are indulging in 
this habit. Former mana¬ 
gers may have complaints 
of boys keeping late nights 
But I think I will have to 
put down on paper that my 
boys wer<f smoking dgars 

But Wasim Raia was so 
much bkc himself—peally 
‘bindas’. The venue of the 
party had a snooker remm 
so after taking due permis 
Sion from the host Raja 
went and shot some i^ol 
for sometime, while Asif 
talked to Salim Durrani of 
the good old days. Also since 
Salim’s father was in Pakis¬ 
tan there was so much to 
talk about. 

HARESH MUNWANI 
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Goodnight Australia 

GREG CHAPPELL’S POT-POURRI 
ol past and prc6ent players are 
surely has beeos m the presU/pous 
knock-out limited over Benson (iod 
Hedges World Series Cup Thus is the 
night/day SO over challenge betwe<m 
tile. West Indies. England and Austra 
ha—and Austraha is being walloppod 
V\(>rse. they aie beuig wallopp^ by 
Engltand. the team of veterans just 
about every cricket fan tipped would 
slink away, embarrassed by the fire 
of out fast bowlers, slammed by our 
bright batsmen Oh. true the Austra 
bans started out as brightly as ooe 
of Kciiy Packet's floodlights at the 
SCO 

Ihey tout bed oil the one-day 
champions, the West Indies at the 
SCO. thanks to (»ojne remarkable fast 
b4>wiing by lc»u Pastxic and the spin 
of Allan Bordci Pascoe got 4 for 
29 Doidci 5 for 36 and the West 
Indies only a inodorate 193 Austra 
lia with Oreg Chapptdl oornmanding 


ill an unbeaten 74 and Kihi Hughes 
a bright 54, got home with two overs 
to spare Fans queried tiie Austra 
lidn success a little the next night, 
when England managed to top the 
Windies too. 

England batted first and fought 
well to 221 tor 8 Randall 49 open 
ing.. Oowci 44 and Willey an un 
beaten 58 were never all that worn 
cd by a West Indies attack that 
URludcd Roberts, Holding, Croft and 
Gai ner They faced 50 overs but 
because of ram after tea, the West 
indies had only to face 47 oveis 
And on an over/nm baw that 
nu-ant they needl'd 199 to win When 
Ian Botham began the last over the 
Wmdics needed it) to win with 
Camel and Croft ui. Parry and 
Robeits only to hat Garner got two 
from the first, two from the third, 
one from the fourth and Cix>tt hit 
two from the fifth- One ball to go, 
three runs to win A situation that 
provoked Mike Breailey to somewhat 
faracal lengths to ensure a win He 


put nine heldsmen, plus the wicket 
keeper Bairstow on the boundaiy— 
sadly for those of us waiting with 
baited breath to sec what such enter 
prise would bring m the way ol field 
cr confusion, Cr^t got bowled Anti 
climax two folds 


Boycott’s slaughter 

AND SO TO MELBOURNE WHERE 
the match every Australian had 
awaited all summer was to begin 
England, holders of the Ashes, pitted 
against Australia Not youi average 
AusUalia that ‘iicy wallopped last 
summer, but an Australia bristling 
With Ihonmio, Lillee, Greg Chappell, 
Rod Marsh and so on Result 
England won How shattering - 
speaally when one of those faithful 
board players of the last two seasons 
now dropped to make way loi the 
supt'rstars, thought it appropiiate to 
mention that his learn last season 
boat the Fuglishnun in the tliiei 
malcli international onc-dav suics 


Greg ChappeWs commandmg 74 heiped AustraUa beat the The cmverUwnal Boycott, uftih blue pad^, on his wau to 
West Indies ^ his 68 which came off 85 balls only. 






Brearley dettpked by Australians as a player not wcrih his place m any Test side, in action durrnig thei onsi^lay 
match agamst Aw^lia which England won. 


«igd!iii6t England Australia, batting 
first, got to a pratty fair 207 for 9 
usual, the bulk of the scoring 
was off Greg Chax>pell'fi three-pound 
Grey NicbcUs. Nin^r two. And so 
England opened wito Boycott and 
Randall and AusUnalia with Lillee. 
Hoag and Thomma It was slaughter 
—oy Boycxitt. He got 68 and out 
scored the more efferveaoent Randall 
The runs came off only 85 bails. And 
then late in the pieoe» when England 
had collapsed a bit, to Hogg and 
Lillee m their late spells, the coo) 
head and clever strokeplay of captain 
Brearley saw them through. Brearley, 
a man despised by Australian fans as 
a player not worth his place in any 
Teat side. And so England held on 
to their unbeaten record. 

Thommo finished! 

T^T MUST HAVE BEEN A 
demoralising loss for the oocky 
Austmlian. 1 wonder how Thommo 
felt about all that Tm going to show 
tbo^ Poms who's best' guff he peel*- 
od off before the seasOiL The siiiiple 
fact IS Thommo is well below bis 
best. Finished. I’d aav. The English- 
man carted him for 46 Off 10 overs. ^ 
Lillee too bolds no feasrs for the 
batsmen. Hogg is the only one of 
the trio trottlriing the opposition at 
all And so the Australians -took the 
MCG again on the Sunday, the next 


day, for thdr second tilt with the 
West Indies. Again it was terribly 
hot. Twenty four thousand watched 
England, but tor the West Indies 
match, nearly 34,000 rolled up. Crowd 
behaviour was bad—42 arrested for 
drunk and disorderly at the England 
game, 33 at the West Indies. 

Richards the brute 

BUT WHEREAS ON TOE SATUR- 
day the fans may well have felt like 
drownmg their sorrow at Australia’s 
loss, on the Sunday they needed no 
other intoxicatioo than the extra¬ 
ordinary batting talent of Vivi 
Richards. Many regarded his un- 
bea.tcn 153 (174 mmutes, 16 fours 131 
balls) as the equal of Gary Sobcu* 
254 there against Australia tor the 
Rest of the World in the early 
Seventies. I must question that—1 
play^'d against Sobers that day and 
well remember LiUcCv, at his peak 
then, snorting as Sobers kept square 
driving his finest yorkers on the off 
stump, square away through point. 
Third man had often only to run ten- 
yards. yet was beaten pointlessly. 
Sheer artistry. But Ridwuds is a 
brute. 

As if to underlmo how time haa 
sapped Thommo. Richards danced 
down to odoe of liiioinnio*s short ones, 
and thrusting his front foot out to 
cover, slogged k square. Bright on 


the fence had not a hope Desmond 
Haynes hit 80, an innings he would 
no doubt have classed as one of his 
best. It paled into insignJficaace as 
Riebards' blazing bat sent the WuuLies 
to a towering 2 for 271 Of course an 
unbeaitable total Australia were 8 
for 191, Chappell 31, Border 44 

Boycott again 

TWO DAYS LATER TOE AUSTRA- 
lians dragged their tails up to Sydney 
for a night return bout with England. 
Brearley won the toss and batted— 
unusual this, but I fed sensible. 
Captains who send ui the opposition 
have to contend wkh batting under 
lights and on a pitch heavy with 
dew And Australia became three 
time losers off 49 overs England got 
7 for 264. Boycott again this time 
105. And Willey, up at number three, 
drove splendidly for 64. And if you 
like oompaj^sons in cricket—just a 
couple of days earlier, the We^t 
Indies got 271 off 48 oveis 

How favourably England compare 
with that. Australia slumped to 5 for 
38 and then 6 for 63. Greg Chappell 
nin-out for a duck, Kim Hughes 
caught behind flashing a back-foot 
drive Maybe they were a bit over- 
oonie by the dauming six runs an 
over needed. Maybe there was panic 
But for sure--^there are a few tears 
around for Australian cncket. 
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Shastri's prayers 

S VRESH SHASTRl^ THE RAJAS- 
than and Centred Zone, left-ann 
spinner, may not matdh the class of 
Bedi. But like Rajindei Singh Han$ 
of U.P., he is one of the country's 
best pra^ypects. Hans, who was among 
the reserves against Kim Hughes* 
Australians till the Kanpur Test, had 
his last chance to show his mottle 
as a spinner at the Jaipur match 
when the Central Zone played 
against the Pakistanis. A good 
show against the Pakistanis might 
have enabled Hans to come back into 
rc'oognition. But Hans failed to click. 
On the other hand, Suresh impressed 
with his nagging length, flight and 
annex. 

Shastri was born in Pali district of 
West Rajasthan 22 years ago in a 
religious-mindedi family of priests 
whejne cricket was an unknown 
quantity. After the family shiftc^l 
to Botnbay, Suresh took to cricket 
and represented Bombay Schools 
from 1970 to 1973. He studied in 
the same school in which Eknath 
Solkar studied. Bombay Cricket 
Assodation adjudged him the best 
junior Cricketer. He did exceptio¬ 
nally well in the C. K. Nayudu 
Cricket trophy. When former Rajas¬ 
than skippers Raj Singh and Hanu 
mant Singh came to know that Suresh 
could play for Rajasthan in Ranji 
Trophy on the strength of his birth 
quatifleation tliey were interested in 
him. Soon Suresh was seen donning 
the flannels for Rajasthan and since 
1973 he is a regular mcmb«r of 
Rajasthan in Ranji Trophy. Shastri 
who works with Nirlon was harassed 
by a back trouble but has recovered 
fully now. Shastri is now maturing 
and the two seasons he spent in 
England playing for Surrey Minor 
County helped nim reduce the extra 
flight which be p\e& to bis delivery. 
Shastri is a serious young man and 
is very religious-minded. He works 
hard on the nets to smoothen the 
rough edges in his bowling. In his 
short career till date he was helped 
by the late Vinoo Mankad, Solkar 
and Durrani. 

Suresh has taken over 65 wickets 
in Ranji Trophy for Rajasthan for 
whom he has become the best attack 
alter Durrani’s retirement. His best 
match performance was against Rail¬ 
ways when he captured 11 wickets 
for 121. Suresh had livcul under the 
.shadow of Bedi, Shivalkar and Rajin- 
dcr Goel. However, the opportunity 
may come Suresh’s way only if Dilip 
Dosbi becomes dispensable. Suresh 
offers prayers eve^ morning and is 
hopeful that his prayers wiU be 
answered. 

French hero 

A FRENCH HERO OF THE FAS- 
tnet race which claimed 15 lives. 


was named Britain's Yachtsman of 
the Year on December 7. 

ALam Cathermau^ from Bord- 
*eiaux, is the first overseas winner of 
the British award, which is invariably 
made for race successes. 

He was chosen by members of 
the Yachting Journalists' Association 
for "outstanding seamanship’* during 
the race. 

M. Catherinau, skipper of yacht 
Lorelei, stayed at the wheel for the 
two hours to rescue from their life- 
craft the seven-man crew of the Royal 
Ocjean Racing Club's boat Griffn, 
which had been abandoned. 

Lorelei was knocked flat at the 
height of the 70 ni.p.h. winds, during 
one of three approach runs to the 
lifer aft. Just as the waterlogged raft 
appeared in imminent danger of 
sinking, M. Catherinau and lus cni.*w 
pulled the' yachtsmen aboard the 
French yacht and returned them to 
Plymouth. 

Griffin was skippered by Neil Gra¬ 
ham, an Australian who has been 
running the National Sailing C^entn^'s 
Offshore crew training from Cowes. 

Griffin’s crew included Stuart 
puan-ie and Peter Conway, also 
instructors at the Sailing Centre, and 
four student crewmen. 

Neil Graham said of M. Cathe- 
rinau ; "He was magnificent. He per¬ 
severed through three attempts and 
his seamanship was supers." 

Boosey's offer 

A t a time when much dis- 

cushion is taking place in Indian 
sports circles with regard to the 
Asiad to bo held in New Delhi in 
1982, it is mteresting to note that 
the XII Commonwealth Games sche¬ 
duled tor Brisbane, Australia from 
September 30 the same year, are 
some wa.y ahead, so far as the state 
of prepaiedness is concerned. Work 
is in lull swing for the biggest ever 
Commonwealth tports Ixmanza, and 
the organisation is in the hands of 
young, talented, professionals who 
are detcrmiited to get everything 
completed, long before the start of 
the Games. Interestingly enough, the 
M'nior executive of the entrie set-up 
b a former Indian national diam- 
pion. Thirtyseven-year-old Bangalore- 
bom Derek Boosey, who won the tri¬ 
ple jump in the All-India Inter-State 
Meet in Jullundur in 1961, has come 
a long way from the time he was a 
young Western Railways athlete, 
struggling to make the grade as a 
leading jumper. Boosey migrated to 
the U K. in the summer of 1961 and 
w<‘nt On to become Britain’s leading 
triple jumper during most of the 
Sixties. He represented Britain in 
the 1964 Olyrnpifjs at Tokyo and in 
nicxst rntcrnationals. right until the 
end of the 1968 season. Later, he 
retirtxi to become a Physical Educa¬ 
tionist and a coach, and at the same 
lime maintained his links with the 


athlefUcs fraternity in bis position as 
secretary of the International Ath¬ 
letes' Club. 

The years 1974-76 saw Derek 
Boosic^y as the coach of the Cana¬ 
dian National team, teaming up with 
the illustrious long jumper Lynn 
Davies to look after the Canadian 
.squad at the Montreal Olympics. 
Pnor to this assignment he had also 
had a stint at the University of Sus¬ 
sex as a sports adininislrator. Early 
in 1978 he took up yet another chal- 
...aging job as Dirakior of sport aiio 
Physical recieatwin at the Univeirsity 
of Molbounie, Australid where, lioin 
all accounts, aicluiev<!d a iieai' 

miracle in getting almost the entire 
UniviTsity corninuiuty to take up 
sport in some form or another. 
Among hLs many surecess stories were 
the joint staJ-student sports, and the 
bcginncJ^s' clasw^s in a numbt^r of 
games. 

Dtrrck Boosey continues to be 
nostalgic about his Bangalore duy.v 
Tt’s where I learnt my athletics — 
and ha/l .so many wonderful friend^.* 
He has a wish, “1 would Uke to get 
leading athletes and i.x>ach^ to visit 
India, to show the enthusiasts what 
frtblctics is iTally about." 

Indian alhletes, despite their steady 
progress, appear to be cut off from 
the mainsti'cani of the international 
athletics movement, and the geJitq-ou.s 
offer made by a former chiinipion 
ought to be accepted, with grace. It 
would, after all, help our athletics 
move with the times, if nnthiuK else. 

Fouf against Docherty 

'T\>MMV DOCHERTY. MANAGER 
* of Queens Park Rangers was 
beaten up by ■soccer hooligans on the 
Euston — Manchester Express on 
Dticeiliber 3. He was sent to a hos¬ 
pital and had to be op<*ratod on his 
left leg. 

Mr Docherty, 51. whose team had 
drawn with Wrexham in London 
earlier, on the day, was beaten up 
after an exchange of woi-ds with 
ManchesUitr City fans as the train 
approached Stockport. 

Mr William Stott, an electronics 
student at Salford University, who 
saw the incident, said that about six 
football supporers went to the buffet 
car and, knowing that Mr Docherty 
was dining in the next car, they 
began to barrack him with their 
singing. 

"Approaching Stockport station the 
situaftion became critical. As he en¬ 
tered the buffet car and yelled back 
tfwm he was set upon by several of 
the supporters who knocked him to 
the ground with kicks and punches." 
said Mi Stott 

Mr Docherty was taken from the 
train unconscious and detained at 
Stockport Infirmary after a stitch to 
a head wound. 

After Mr Docherty bad the minor 


operation on his left leg. Mr David ) 
O’Neill, the tkoc^tal's adininistrator, 
said it had been carried out to iv^ir 
a ruptured leg musde. 

A Greater Manchester police 
spokesman said that the inddeot had 
been investigaited. A youth had 
been interviewed but was later re* 
leased and no charges were being 
made at Mr Dodbberty’s request. 

Mr Dodimy, who lost his job mth 
Manchpcster United after be disclosed 
bis love affair with Mrs Mary Brown, 
the wife of Mr Laurie BroW. the 
club's physaotherapist, was on 1^ 
way to spend the wef^end with. Mrs 
Brown at their home at Gharles* 
worth, near Glossop, Derbyshire, 
when the inddeot happimed. He was 
visited in the hospital by Mrs Brown 
several tunes. 

A coach who trains 

UK COACH HA5 TO BE A 
father, brother, friend and 
priest, all rolled into one, to hi^ 
w^*^s ” declares A. J. de’ Souza, the 
athletics coach from Madras who 
has, in more senses than one, been 
ploughing a lonely furrow. And 
judging by the number of athletes 
under his care who have done well 
ut the junior level competitions over 
the last few yeai s. de 5ouia ha**: 

been able to perform all the three 
functions and more. | 

•A. J’ as he is better known, 
is one of the prime movers of the i 
Don Bosco Athletic Club in Madras. ! 
He has no formal coaching degree i 
but this former middle-distance run* 
ner. distraught by the way the offl- 
dal State athletics assodation was 
functioning, dedded to break away 
from the system and establish 
DRAG as one of the nurseries of 
athletic talent in the dty of Madras. 
Today, no junior State contingent i^ 
complete without the DBAC contribut¬ 
ing at least half the number of 
athletes. 

“Father McFerran was the guiding 
spirit behind the club. We owe a lot 
to this Irish missionary who took keen 
interest and founded the club. Ken 
Bosen, whom I personally owe a lot 
to. Dr Howard, Dr Otto Pelzer and a 
host of well-wishers from time to time 
have helped us. We charge Rs 50 a 
year for every ward. This, by it^-lf, 
is insufildent. We do get donations, 
hold shows, conduct raffles, bring 
out souvenirs and the like and have 
been able to more than just pull 
along. 

“As you know, sports equipment 
from regular dealers is a costly 
affair. We design our equipment in¬ 
digenously and buy our made-to- 
order equipment in bulk directly 
from a dealer in Nagpur. This way. 
we are able to save quite a bit," says 
A. J. 

Explaining the salient features of 
DBAC, A. X says; “We have about 
80 trainees in our chib, mostly 



A. /. de Souza 


youngsters. We take the trouble of 
maintaining dossiers on each one of 
them. Now, we give them a training 
schedule. Performances during 
training are assiduously entered into 
the personal do.ssiers of the train¬ 
ees and thus, we have the record 
The ups and downs are recorded and 
then we analyse the 'downs* and 
suggest remedial action. It is essen 
tial that a coach has a certain amount 
of personal rapport . with his wards. 
Vagaries of training i^erformances 
can have a variety of causes—physi¬ 
cal, phychological and spiritual. 

“There is a mistaken notion that 
the kiddies’ meets are not as im¬ 
portant as adult meets. We follow 
a policy of giving as much import¬ 
ance to kids as we do to the seniors. 
You have seen our kiddies meets aod 
you must be able to vouchsafe that 
tact. We give them all they deserve 
—including regular warm-up time, 
sports gear and equipment. This, al¬ 
so while training. Many of our top 
school and university athletes — 
Sandra Thomas (long jump and 
hurdles), Vidya Bao (long jump), 
Mark Morris (long jump). S. Anto 
(100 m), Vijayalakshmi (high 

jump), to name a few—are all pro¬ 
ducts of systematic training.” 

AJ, an explosives salesman, has a 
hectic official schedule but manages 
to keep his weekends free for the 
club. Perhaps because of his success 
story and probably because he is not 
a formally 'qualified’ coach, he has 
been shunned by *the system.’ At 
one athletic meet sometime ago, AJ 
came up with a classic confession on 
his track-suit. It said : “1 am not a 
trained coach. But I am a coach who 
trains !" 

Does that explain AJ’s success? 

Many friends of cricket 

\KmA.T DOES ONE DO WHEN ONE 
11 is an inoorrigible cricket entbu- 
aiast and one Wants to improve the 
standard of the game in one’s 



Audhi Chetty 


district? And, the most important 
of all, when one has the means and 
resources U> go about it? 

In the case of one such crideet 
friend, Mr M. Soundarajan, the deci¬ 
sion was simplcL As the General 
Manager of M/s Venkatesa Paper 
and Boards Private limited, in Coim¬ 
batore district of Tamil Nadu, he 
decided to get his oonoem involved in 
the game. Besides offering lucrative 
jobs to young cricketers from Goim- 
batore district, he lured some of the 
laleiits from the dty of Madras. And 
to get a regular coaching scheme 
started, be enlisted the services of 
Mr A* £. AiuUit Chetty, one of the 
seniormo&t NSNIS-tramed cricket 
coaches in the State. 

Mr Ghetty. who has at some time 
or tne other coached some of the 
youngsters in the State Ranji team 
(Bharat Reddi is probably the best 
known of his wards), was very en¬ 
thusiastic about bis present assi^ 
ment in Udumulpet (Coiinbatore dis¬ 
trict). “The TNCA has allowed me to 
go there 15 days of the month. M/s 
Venkatesa Paper and Boards Private 
Limited takes very good care of me. 
But more important is the emoour- 
agement given to the cricketers who 
represent the oonoem in the local 
league. They field three teams in 
all and the players are given the 
best of training fadlities like grounds, 
leave fadlities, kits etc. There are 
also cash incentives for good perfor- 
mancxn in the league, 

“Apait from the oompwy's play¬ 
ers, they sponsor a coaching scheme 
for school boys from Udumulpet A 
private cornpfuiy coming forward to 
sponsor coaching camps is not a verv 
commoa feature Especially at the 
grassroots leveL The last time when 
1 was there, 1 heard that many more 
industrialists are thinking in terms 
Of organisilig coThfaig poogtammef^ 
for school cniidren ip various game. 
This is a good sign.’’. 

f ' 
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Udaybhanu nearly 
made it 

CALCUTTA: East /one wore 
defeated but tht> weie by no ineans 
disgraced Putting up their higlv 
ever score (135) m iht Duletp 
Trophy, they had to con(x^de victory 
to runners up South /oiu who 
them by 104 runs in th< first innings 
of the four day quarter Jftridl at the 
Eden Gardens 

East Zouc owed their rtsp ctdble 
total to a gallant hghtback by 
dimuniti\e Udaybhanu Baneijce 
who carried his bat through with j 
score of Jfi5 (21 fours) his career 
best, and the highest not only m 
the match but b\ any I /un< 
player so In m the touriununt 
For 430 minutt' he drhfc! tin South 
2U>ne attack ronsistiog ot •^kipp/r 
Venkatraghavan ( handiast khai 
and Narasuuiid Kao Arnbn Koy 
with 127 in a match against West 
Zone at Ahmedabad in 1976 77 
previously held the Fast Zone 
record And this was 
Udaybhanu s debut m Duh^p Iioph) 

Electing to bat alter captain 
Venkat had won the toss South 
Zone piled up 539 fui / wickets, 
thanks to cyntury makio r L 


Snmvasan and Bniesh Patel After 
young Saad Bin Jung was dismissed 
early Siini\asan loined Shivarama 
Kristinan and literally slaughtered 
the limited Fast /one attack Just 
before tea Bnjesh joined Siimvdsan 



Vdaybharm — tarrer host knock on 
jyulr^j} debut 


and the few real cricket lovers who 
had come to watch the match were 
more than rewarded by some dazzling 
fireworks from the bat of Bnjesh 
Patel. 

These two continued the next 
day, before Snnivasan fell, one 
short of his 150 The South Zone 
batsmen went for the luns, with 
Bnjesh in full command of the 
situation In fact, he looked so 
confident that he e\en pulled short 
pitched deliveries of the medium 
pacers from on oi outside the off 
stump. The only East Zone bowler 
to command some sort of respect 
from the batsiiun was young 
Paramjit Singh from Onssj ihc 
irony is that, perhaps, he would not 
have found a place in the learn ti lu 
Dilip Doshi been available 

East Zone began disastrously 
losing their two openers for only 36 
But Han Gidwani and Michael Daivi 
saw that no further damag was 
done But both of them wiie out in 
the pre lunch session of tin third 
day And that brought in captahi 
Raju Mukhtrjtt and Udiybhanu to 
the crease Kaju conciiitiated nior> 
on staying at the wkM t and it i 
left to Udav to play the nioir 
aggressive role A good ino\( \ 
stumps they lein lined uii puaUn 
with the score at 29 > for 4 wirk r 
And to liiink ‘hat neither nt tl»cs< 
two was m the team tint pliyid 
against^ Australia' 

Hoping for th*a best md picparcd 
for the woist a rnodriati c uwd 
turned up on the last d iv ol the 


WORLD'S FASTEST CAR 



FASrtST OISI I AND The Ho lu i i at ' is /h< ^^edic’st reaching a top speed of 1027,66 

KMPIi and ts fnsfer than the former noild ectrd hoUUn, the Blue Flame** It was no vx/ndeVt, tkerefore 
the car was the centre of attraclkyn at ihc lecent Jvtematumal Sports Car nxhtbitum at Lausanne, Suni^i t 
land. 
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im FATAL TENTH HOUND...Puerto Rtcan mtddlewptqht borer WUlie CUi^sen stnks throitnh the rope^ as 
relf'ree l.ev? Esk!n 'steps in to stop the fight after he ipcs knockexi out hi the 10th rtmnd bv Hrraston^s 
Wilfred Scifpwn (left) at Madi&on Square Gardifi on November 24 ( lassm wa^ tn a drittcol conditfon at 

New York^'s Belle Vue Hostel the folUnorng dav after vndxrqomg surgen/ for head Mjurtjrs and possibly 
bram damage As the chief of Neurology. Dr Jack Dunn, saui unfortunate that h<* took the wrong 

punch in the wrong place.^* The boxer succumbed to his injurias and wa^ pronounced dcwl at 7 42 pm, an 
Ni^vember 28, 


indteh But Rd|u di<^appo]‘ntcd them 
He was out dflei adding ju>*t five to 
his overnight score of 65 This 
partnership foi the fifth witket was 
worth 179, and Uday was concerned 
in two moi'e, one with Aloke 
Bhatlachaiva worth 43 for the 
seventh wickct and the other with 
Ashis Sinha for another 43 foi the 
last wick<*t* 

The wicket was placid, and though 
the bowlers of both the teams 
bowled their hearts out, they failed 
to get any pui chase from it. Even 
Chandrasekhar, though past his best 
days could not get the desired 
bounce. It is generally believed 
that Chandra is so familiar with 
the Eden Gardens pitch he even 
knows spots on it better than the 
local bowlers. But somehow he was 
totally ineffective this time, so much 
so that Uday frequently came out 
to drove him fluently. This is. 
however, not to detract from the 
merit of Uday*s priceless but 
Ineffectual Innings. 

bARA Jll OEb 


T. T. umpires'clinic 

INDORE: MP - Puiloj.i 

d qualified intc rnaliouai 1 I unipm 
and Madias’s N't>einand*ini icpM'siMit 
India in the n ccntl> l>dri inUi 
national Umpires’ Chnic, which wds 
oiganised by th^ IFTF at Hong 
Kong This cbnit was held foi tlit 
first time in Asia —ZZb I iiiopean 
umpires and 09 Asians look pni 
being conducted b\ l!ie flH Rules 
Committee smedarv Hans (.insicl 
Its main purpose was lo altuno and 
acclimatise internatioiial umpiring 
of the latest rules in the light ot 
the flaws witi>*ssed in the 35lh 
Worlds at Foiigyang The elimt 
stressed the need foi staudai diza 
tion of umpiring Hifheilo the 
major huidic is the language sini' 
the World ( lianipion diips lecogniw 
only four laiigu ige*---! ngh ,h 
German, Spmish and IhmkIi Tin 
only solution—signs Mi Vanloji 

said . “Since Chinese is not a 
recognised language the ditficulty 
obviously arisi's when an English 
umpire says ‘Trl“, the German 
•*%V*tJE'rhoIung’'. the Spanish 


**repotinv)n“ an 1 the I neiuli “baile . 
renitti'e” for tlu same woik 
rheiefoK" at Hoiu, Kf) ig niuc.li 
emphasis on the of ’giu in 
giving dccisMJis was stressed In 
tact at Poiigxang, the calling ut 
scores was acroinpamed b\ signs 

The olhei aii> ndmenl tfiat was 
discussed was the neid to have two 
separate slandanls an international 
one and a national staadaid Foi 
example, whil« at the inlci national 
level, TT tables mut,l be made of 
wood, the national mav be made ot 
wood or any olhei material Mi 
Pantojee said “Ini', n kix.iiion foi 
the nationals has been made mainly 
to populanso the gime 1 urthermore 
till now here have' been no bpeciflc 
rules foi the selection of the 
number of umpiies foi the Worlds, 
with the result thal Me' host country 
has been selerting in> number of 
umpires from home But It hd» 
been decided at ♦h tlinic that ?5 
per rent umpiie-i must be si Icclej 
from other couiitiies 

“Taking inio consid TdUon that 
table tennis mav not be in a position 



to save itself from the storm of 
professionalism in future, decisions 
for a match or even a point at 
crudal moments are of significant 
importanoe. It so happened at tn. 
35tb Worlds that there was no 
uniformity between the umpire «i 
the time-keeper. In the Romama- 
Korea doubles match, the 
time-keeper was seated at the 
comer when the umpire called the 
score 2(l-all from 20-19 (Romania 20j 
At this the time-keeper rushed up 
to say that the score was 20-19, since 
the time was up. The umpire 
disallowed It, a furore followed 
when the coaches from both the 
nations concerned charged towards 
the umpire. This pai^icular incident 
we brought up at the clinic, and 
It was discussed that the time-keeper 
will henceforth sit by the umpire 
o^pposite (not in the corner) 

suSeet mohantv 


Best junior golfer 

CALCUTTA: Was tlie recent 
Junior Amu teur Golf Championship 
of India really a mini-Nationals ? 
Although the ^cream* was present 
entries were stringent. Barring 
1973 the participation of youngsters 
has always been poor. And'^his 
year's Nationals at the Tollygunge 
Club course was no exception. 

Only 23 golfers took part—one 
feU sick after the initial round. 

Being the junior’s premier 
tournament, the Indian Golf 
Union will have to schedule it in 
such a way that more boys from 
other centres are available. 

However, the boys really played 
well and even experienced golfers 
were full of praise for them. 

Although Amit Luthra was unable 
to retain the title, being pushed 
to the second spot by Calcutta 
La Martiniere’s Rishi Narain, he 
had nok real regrets. ‘T started 
well and had a five-shot lead over 
Rishi after the second round. 

My second 18 was the best having, 
played a one over 73, but had 
I done well on the last three holes 
I would have been better off.” 

•aid the dethroned champion, 
adding, ”my chips on the 6th, 8th 
and 10th in the final round were 
really bad and my bad putts 
added to all the trouble.” 

Lutbra’s trouble was Rishi’s 
'gain’, because it was the former 
who went into the final round 
under pressure with only a stroke 
lead over the latter. Luthra was 
not consistent right from the third 
round, while the local schoolboy 
improved all the while. At this 
juncture, it was clearly a test 
of nerves between the two and in 
fuch dreumstanoes concentration 
and composure are the two vital 
needs. Rishi proved his mettle. 
Levelling on the 6th and forging 
ahead on the 8th Rishi did not 
look back until he had a r'onvindag 



Rtshi Nor am—record setter 


7-stroke victory over Luthra to 
become the best junior in the 
country. His superb last round of 
one-under 71 included five birdies 
for an aggregate of 298, which 
is a record in the Junior Nationals. 
The previous best total score of 
four rounds (19 over) was held 
by Calcutta’s Gangesh Khaitan. 
Rishi's 288 (77 + 75-h75-f71) 
shows that be maintained an 
average per round of 2.5 over par, 
which is a remarkable achievement 
for juniors. 

“Before the start of the tourna¬ 
ment I seeded myself fourth 
after Amit Luthra, Bamb} Randbawa 
and Brandon D’Souza (in that 
order). But when I had a 7-stroke 
lead over Damby. I knew that it 
was between Amit and me”, 
said Rishi after his victory. ‘T am 
very happy that I could keep my 
concentration espedally when 
the pressure was on in the end. 1 
also had the ability to keep 
my calm Furthermore, it 
was a definite advantage that 
I was playing on my home 
course,” concluded the champion, 
all-smiles. 

Rishi has still two more years to 
defend his title, as Luthra will 
be overage for the next Nationals. 
His main rivals will be, unless 
some dark horse appears in the 
scene, Buntv Randhawa and 


Brandon D’Souza. Rishi made a 
sensational debut in 1976 at the 
Old Course and finished ninners-up 
but went into oblivion in the 
next outing. This year he fulfilled 
his ambitloiL 

SUBHASH SARCAfi 

Chandrasekhar shinas 

amiBABAD: A good iovitotlon it 
was, because, apart from large 
number of enthusiastic youngsters 
from all parts of the country, Leo 
Club of Hyderabad went in jointly 
with the Andhra Pradesh Table 
Tennis Assodation to organise the 
All India Invitation T. T 
Championships recently. But this 
commendable effort did not meet 
support from the gates where the 
collecUons were almost nil. This is 
nothing new here. However, T. T. 
being one of the games offering 
p rospe cts of a sound career, the 
APTTA appears to be much mote 
favourably placed than many other 
•ports bodies in laying a solid base. 

India's No. 2 Chandrasekhar was 
the cynosure of all ayes, with his 
outstanding performance coupled 
with some breath-taking winners on 
the forehand. His successful 
campaign included a tough %via over 
junior national champion Sriram. 
Theirs was a keen tussle between 
attadk and defence, which thrilled 
the fans. This ranking canoe because 
national chanmion Manjit Dua, did 
not turn up. The tournament was 
good in parts. There was no doubt 
about that But what everyone 
expected from the players was skill 
in abundance. These were 
conspicuously absent. 

There were a few disappoiniments 
The i^t was that of Tamil Nadu’s 
R. Hari, India No. 6 and second 
•ceded in this meet, who was 
unimpressive being knocked out by 
Maharashtra’s S. Sridhar in a fully 
extended encounter. But Sridhar's 
brother Sriram felled him in straight 

g imes in the quarter-finals. 

owever, Sridhar had sweet revenge. 
With Suhas Kulkarni as his partner, 
he beat the duo of Sriram and 
Kamlesh Mehta in the all-Maharashtra 
men's doubles title. 

With an ideal temi^rament as her 
most valuable asset, Nandim 
Kalkami of the Railw^s sailed 
through the women’s final beating 
Maharashtra's Kiran Singh 21-10, 
2M4, 20-22, 21-15. B. B. Usha, who 
is tiie State champion for the last 
five years, was the only girl from 
the host State to have reached the 
women's singles semi-finals. 

Teenager S. S. Ramaswamy 
displayed his class. He played with 
effortless ease and maturiw beyond 
his years. He trounced V. K. Man! 
in the semis and went on to win 
the singles, as was expected. He 
won bis 'double', wi& Nitish Vyas 
as his partner, beating the pair of 
Chandramouli and Man! in the 
doubles, 

M $ SHANKER 
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USA keep 
Davis Cup 

H olders usa will keep the 

Davis Cup for one more year. 
In the finals which concluded in San 
Francisco on December 15 they beat 
Italy, the 1976 winners, very convin¬ 
cingly. The American team com¬ 
prised John McEnroe and Vitas 
Gerulaitis for the singles and the 
trusted pair oi Stan Smith and Bob 
Lutz for the doubles. 

The USA took a commanding 2-0 
lead on the first day itself when 
Gerulaitis and McEnroe beat Cor- 
rado Darazzutti and Adriano Panatta. 
The next day, Lutz and Smith, pro¬ 
bably playing together for the last 
time, beat Panatta and Paolo Berto¬ 
lucci 6-4, 12-10 (no tie breakers!). 
6-2. giving the USA their 25th Davis 
Cup title and reducing the reverse 
singles to a pointless exercise. 

The dice of luck, too, rolled the 
USA’s way. In Gerulaitis’ encofunter 
with Barazzutti, the Italian player 
sprained his right ankle in the fourth 
game of the second set and only 
managed to limp through another 
game before throwing in the towel. 
McEnroe, temperamental as always 
and up to his usual tantrums, did not. 


however, take much longer to whip 
Panatta 6-2, 6-3, 6-4. 

With 25 Davis Cup titles since its 
Inception in 1906. the USA has now 
forged just ahead of Australia (24). 
Britain and France won the cup 
nine and six times, respectively, 
and Sweden and South Africa are the 
only two other countries, apart from 
Italy, who have won it The Spring¬ 
boks. if you remember, won it in 
1974 by default when India refused 
to play them in protest against the 
policy of apartheid. 

Gillette 
losing edge ? 

TniE GILLETTE CUP, COUNTY 
^ cricket’s oldest sponsored limited- 
over competition, could have a new 
name from 1981. After 17 years of 
partnership, the Test and County 
Cricket Board and Gillette seem near 
the parting of the ways. 

Following the meeting of the Board 
at Lord’s on December 11, an agreed 
statement was issued which said 
that terms had been finalised for 
Gillette to sponsor again in 1980. 

The statement explained: ’This 
single-year arrangement arises be¬ 
cause the offer of a three-year con¬ 
tract, put forward by Gillette, falls 
short of the T C C B’s assessment of 
the worth of the competition. 



The Gillette Cvp 


“The extra year will enable both 
sides to reassess the competition’s 
value as a basis for the new con¬ 
tract.” 

Peter Lush, the Board’s spokes¬ 
man, said : “There is a considerable 
gap between the Board’s valuation of 
the competition and the new adverti¬ 
sing package which has been pre¬ 
sented to them. 

“We have to examine the possibi¬ 
lity of a new sponsor from 1981, and 
we have our own idea of what It 
might be worth. During the next few 
months we will be talking to possible 
interested parties and see how they 
assess it.’* 

But Alan Capper, Gillette's public 
relations advisor, said he is “very 
optimistic” that the company will 
continue its sponsorship of the com¬ 
petition beyond next year. 

Gillette are believed to be paying 
well over £100,000 for next year's 
rights, but are still below payments 
made by the other three major spon¬ 
sors of Countv cricket, John Player, 
Schweppes and Benson and Hedges. 
But Gillette were the first in the field 
in 1963, when County cricket was in 
desperate straits. 

The Board did much better finan¬ 
cially in 1979 than they expected at 
one time. Some £1,420.000 will be 
distributed among the 17 first class 
counties, the minor counties and 
universities, compared with £1.250,000 
in 1978. 

With five Tests against the West 
Indies next summer, as well as the 
Centenary Test with Australia, the 
Board are reasonably optimistic 
about the near future. 

The 1981 touring Australian side 
will be invited to play six Tc:>ts for 
the first time and are expected to 
agree: The matches will be played 
on all six grounds currently staging 
international cricket. 

The cricket sub-committee have 
advocated covering of pitches for the 
first innings of matches, the abolition 
of the 100-over limitation and an In¬ 
crease in the points for a win from 
12 to 20. 



(From left to right) Srtpth, Lutz ondMeEnroe with the Davis Cup 


37. 








WORLD GYMNASTICS 

Tables 
turnad at 
lexas 

PHOTOGRAPHS AP 

nPHB WORLD GYMNASTICS 
^ Championships held at Fort 
Worth. Texas from Oeoember 5 to 8 
expectedly featured absorbing duels 
between old rivals: the Soviet Union, 
Rumania. Japan and East Germany. 
While In the men's competition the 
•Soviet Union beat Japan for the first 
time in 20 years by winning the team 
gold medal with a soectacular dis¬ 
play of strength, grace and skill, they 
failed to retain the women's cro%m 
which they won at Strasbourg last 
year. Previous runners-up Rumania 
took the team gold medgl despite the 
absence of star Nadia Comaneci from 
three of the four optional exercises. 
Comaneci performed only in the pre¬ 


liminaries of the balance beam dis^ 
dphne. her spedalto but received a 
nearperfect mark of 9, 95—only six 
hours after her release from hospital 
where she was treated for a hand 
abscess. 

The Soviet women had to remain 
content with the silver medal and 
the East Germans with the bronae. 
The Rumanians scored 389.550 points, 
the Soviet Union 388.925 points and 
East Germany 388J175. The Chinese, 
competing for the first time in 18 
years, finished a strong fourth (384. 
600} and are now assured of their 
entry to the 1980 Olympics. That 
will be their first appearance at the 
games since 1948 and their first-ever 
challenge in an Olympic Gynmastics 
diamplonship. 

Nelli Kim. of the Soviet Union 
(78.65 points), took advantage of 
Nadia Comaned’s absence to earn 
the first all-round gold medal of her 
career—^just ahead of German s Maxi 
Grau^ (78.375). Melita Ruhn of 
Rumania (78.325) won the bronze, 
followed by Russia's Maria Filatova. 
The ^fending champion Elena Mu¬ 
khina and her compatriot Nataha 
Shaposnikova could not compete as a 
result of injury. 


The Russigiii' loss in the women's 
diamidonsUip was more than com- 
penaaled by their sweet revenge 
against the Japanese in the men's 
championship. The USSR had lost 
by only fractions of a point at the 
1976 Montreal Olympics and in last 
year's championsliips in Strasbourg. 
This time, they heat the Japanese by 
almost four points — 687,50 (out 
of n possible perfect 600) to 
583.70. The third place was 
taken hy the USA. thanks to 
some sparkling performances by 
Bart Conner and Kurt Thomas. The 
championships were staged at a 
venue outside Europe for the first 
time in its history and the change 
certainly brought luck to the Russian 
men's team. 

An offldal of the International 
Federation of Gymnastics said Nadia 
Comaned would be eligible to com¬ 
pete in all events in the next year's 
Olymdc Games (though she missed 
the final stages of the champion¬ 
ships). Nadia, inddentally. had to 
undergo surgery on the abscess at 
the Fort Worth hospital and was re¬ 
leased on December 10 only to he 
admitted in a Bucharest hospital to 
undergo tests for a stomach com¬ 
plaint. 


Nelli Ktm (left) of tfip USSR and Nadia Comaneci on the balance beam. The latter ecared 9S0 m the event 
but eventually NelU Ktm became the vwmen^s aU-round rhampum ' 
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Crossword 


Gridman 
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ACII08S 

1 The winning of all of a set of 
sports competitions (5, 4) 

6 Persons or people Doing spoken 
to (3) 

7 —land Raiders: American pro¬ 
fessional team (3) 

9 U.S.A. Slate 14) 

10 Ray —ingworth, cricketer for 

England (3) 

12 In tennis, this shot is most likely 
to be met by a smash (3) 

13 Prefix meaning ‘before’ (3) 

14 In tennis, love this is a situation 
where neither player has yet scored 
a point (3) 

15 Sunil Gavaskar is undoubtedly one 
of India's best — in the game (5) 

16 Consumed (3) 

17 Seize with a sudden rough move- 
ment (4) 

20 Very small (3) 

21 To admit (3) 

22 A shout of disapproval (3) 

23 Afternoon refreshment (3) 

24 Players often —er up their muscles 
to keep themselves fit (4) 

25 —p|a lump, a standard athletics 
event (3) 

26 —market, race-course in Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, England (3) 

27 A growing hobby (9) 

povm 

^ V In cribket, the sending down of a 
peculiar kind of break ball (6-7) 

2 One who is^in the business of 
giving out cards 7 (6) 

3 A card game (3) 

4 A horse that has not yet won a 
a race (6) 

9 Fun indulged in by children with 
soap-water and a pipe (6-7) 

6 Onlooker at cards who gives un¬ 
wanted a^vioe (8) 

11 Of the opening batsman In cricket, 
to be not out when the Inninge 
ctoaoa 3) 

13 iron peg uaed In mountaineering 

(?) 

18 The sport of lighting with the fisia 


16 Of a batsman, leave the wicket 
foliowihg injury (6) 

25 This bell is one weighted at the 
ends for gymnastic exercises (3) 

(SoHiHona next week) 


R. K. Agrawal, Cuttack. 

Q: When and against whom did 
Bedi make his Test debut ? 

A: Bedi made his Test debut vs 
West Indies in the 2nd Test at 
Calcutta In 1966-67. 


Question box 


gHHRBRaaRRBBHiAnswers by Vitayan Bala 

Hs Q. Waibhar. Bombay. 

O: Where was the first Test bet¬ 
ween India and West Indies in 1974-75 
played ? 

A: The Test was played at 
Bangalore. 

Haaan Amjad, Aligarh. 

Q: Who is the first Indian to score 
a century in Tests against England ? 

A: L. Amamath with 118 in the 
1st Test at Bombay in 1933-34.. 

Kiran KOtral, Bombay. 

Q : How many wickets did Lillee 
capture in the Centenary Test vs 
England 7 

A: Lillie took 11 wickets for 165 
runs in the Centenary Test. 

Banjay Hazzrl, Oamoh. 

Q: When, where and against whom 
did David Gower make his Test 
debut 7 

A: Gower made his Test debut vs 
Pakistan in the 1st Test at Birming¬ 
ham in 1978. 

K. V. ManI, Palghat 

Q: What is the highest Test score 
of Zaheer Abbas ? 

A: The highest Test score of 
Zaheer Abbas is 274 at Birmingham in 
1971. 

L. Srinivaaan. Madras. 

Q: How many runs did Chauhan 
make In his Test debut 7 
A : Chauhan had scores of 18 and 
34 (52 runs) in his Test debut 

Ravf M. Pattanowlettf* BHapur. 

O: What were Kanitkar’s scores vs 
West Indies In the Bangalore Test of 
the 1974-75 series 7 

A: Kanitkar had scores of 65 and 
If. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 41 
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8. Patnalk. Sambalpur. 

Q: How was Gavaskar dismissed 
In the 3rd Test at Karachi against 
Pakistan In 1978 ? 

A : In the 1st Test innings Gavas¬ 
kar was caught by Sarfraz and bowled 
bv Imran while in the 2nd innings he 
was caught by Wasim Bari and bowled 
by Sarfraz. 

Ferah Arfi, Patna. 

Q ; When, where and against whom 
did Venktraghavan make hjs Tost 
debut ? 

A: Venkatraqhavan made his Test 
debut vs. New Zealand in the 1st Test 
At Madras in 1965. 

Sudhir Kumar Bose. Dongargarh. 

Q : When and where did Ambar 
Roy make his Test debut? 

A : Ambar Roy made his Test debut 
vs Mew Zealand in the 2nd Test at 
Nagpur in 1969. 



iRanjft Ghosr^ 


QUESTIONS 

1. How many 10s did Nadia Koma- 
neci and Nelli Kim score at the 
Montreal Olympics? 

2. In which year was the AIFF 
formed? 

3. Which State won the Santosh 
Trophy in the inaugural year and 
by what margin? 

4. How many styles of swimming are 
there in the international context? 

5. Who was the first woman to break 
the 11-sec. barrier for 100 metres? 

6. The late Avery Brundage repre¬ 
sented USA In the Olympics. In 
which event and In what year? 

7. Which tournainent is older—the 
Ranjl. Trophy or the Santosh 
Trophy? 

8. What is the Currie Cup? 

9. Who was the first man to win the 
Olympics pole vault thrice? 

10. Two of his grandsons have emu¬ 
lated him by becoming Test cap¬ 
tains. Who was he? 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


There was a direct clash between 
modern bidding methods and old m this 
week’s deal The avant garde came out 
ahead but only because the traditional 
declarer missed an instructive point m 
the play 

▲ K6 
VO 1086 
0 K 10952 
A04 



4 A543 

V J 7 

0 A06 

4 AOJ 5 

South dealt with North-South vulnerable 
and opened one-club. At both tables 
West overcalied with one-spade to leave 
North with an awkward bid The scientist 
produced a negative double, convention¬ 
ally showing length in the unbid suits 
and the values to compete With no 
great enthusiasm for either red sud and 
an empty looking guard m spades. South 
decided to pass the double for penalties' 
The play was unexciting and West took 
the obvious five tricks to lose 300 points. 
At the other table North South were 
playing more natural methods Although 
he did not realty have the values to bid a 
new suit (higher ranking than partner's) 
at the two level. North decided to risk two- 
diamonds after the pne-fpade overcail. 
South could not have been too happy 
with his solitary spade guard, but he had 
a good fit in North’s suit and went 
stratohi to 3 NT. All passed and West led 
the (Jueen of spades 
Declarer won in hand (keeping ^ K as a 
later entry to dummy) and started the 
diamonds with Ace and Queen. It was 
bad nows when West showed out but 
South continued diamonds to clear the 
suit. East returned his spade to dummy’s 
King and declarer cashed the long 
diamond before taking a successful club 
finesse However, there were no more 
entries to the table and when the King of , 
clubs failed to fall under the Ace it was 
all over. 

Could declarer have done better? It was 
certain that he needed tb find East with 
the King of clubs. The problem lay In 
finding two entries to dummy as well as 
establishing the diamonds. The solution 
IS Quite neat. When West shows out or 


the Queen of diamonds, declarer over¬ 
takes with dummy's King. It looks waste¬ 
ful but there is still only one diamond 
loser. Then comes a winning club 
finesse and declarer leads his last 
diamond to the nine Now the diamonds 
are established and the King of spades 
IS still on the table as an entry to cash the- 
diamonds and repeat the club finesse. 
Last week’s quiz at love ail South holds 
Al0 7VA4OAJa4AKOl0 8 6. 
West opens one heart, North passes and 
East bids three hearts to leave South 
with an awkward decision To double 
might well lead to an unweicbme spade 
bid from partner, while four-clubs takes 
the bidding past 3 NT. I would bid 3 NT. 
If partner derides to treat this as 'un¬ 
usual'. I Witt have a problem laferl How¬ 
ever, with the poor hand that he un 
doubtediy holds he may be able to read 
the situation 

This week's quiz* at game all South 
holds ♦A5VAKJ850AK83 
A 7 He opens two dubs, North gives 
the negative response of two-diamonds, 
and South bids two-hearts Now North 
raises to four-hearts what should South 
call next? 


Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ Peter Clarke 

Last year 1 gave a game (Gass-Happel, 
Jersey. 1976) m which the black King was 
,subjected to Philidor’s Mate on the g8 
square and made the comment that it 
was very rare for this type of smothered 
mate to occur with the King anywhere 
except in the corner I could not think 
of another example at the time, but 
recently I came across three m Kurt 
Richter^s book 666 KuripariiBn Here they 
are (in the first, a game played at odds. 
White's Queen’s Knight should be 
,removed from the board) 

White Worpliy; Black Bryan. ‘Evans Gambit' 
(New York. 1859) 

1 a4,aS; 1 Klfl, Kte« 

I Be4, BcSs 4 b4. Bxb4 

S cJrBcS: e S-0, dS 

T 4l4,Bb4; t dxa, dxa 

f ObS, Qlii 48 Bb9. Bat 

Black has played well enough so far and, 
being a piece up, has a *won' game Here 
(and next move) Bd7 was better 

II Qa4, KU7; 11 Bgl, Q«8 

19 B X *7, K X *7; 14 B x cS, b x 

14 .. f61 was good 

19 Ktxef.QfS; IS Kf xsf^.KfS 

IT *8. ««9; IS M. Oo4 

15 Beeigne 

There follows 19 KgB 20 Kte7^-. Kf8, 21 
Kto6 f, KgB. 22 OW i . R x 18 23 Kt®7# 

White SchMf; Black Hartluib. King's 


Gambit OeeHned (Bremen, 1S07.) 

1 e4,eB; 8 i4.di 

9 eiiBtBli 4 O^IS 

• d9.Ktllb S Ktdl... 

This IB dubious, since the Knight gets in the, 
way el d2 The natural 8 Ktc3 was correct 

t ...BMi 7 dxe.KtxMf 

• 4lbS-f,llfTt t «xb4,Oli4^ 

lS«9,ICt««9; IIKIgfir... 

He ought to have tried either 11 Ktdf3 or 11 
h X q3. 

tt Kdl.KtKlill 

19 BotT, Ktft+s 14 Kal, Kld9^ 

IS Kdf.Oal-fi IS Ktxal.Ktfl# 

White BrMh; Black Bogllow. King's Gambit 
Accepted (Aachen, 1938) 

I #4.aS; 1 14. ex f 

9 Ktf3,0B; 4 Kte3.g4 

S Kte8,Oti4+; f «9.fxa 

T Qaa4.gt+r 

The mam Ime of this variation continues 7 
0 X g4: B Kt X g4. d5: 9 Bh3, d x e. 10 KtfS-l 
Kd8, with an unclear situation 

• Oxli4,oxli1>«Q;S QliS.B#7 

According to the books White should also win 
after 9 . Kth6: iQ d4, d6. 11 B x h8. d x e5. 

120 - 0-0 

IS Kt X n, KtfSTi 11 KtdS-t-, KdS 

II QeS+. B X eS. 19 Ktn# 

Cempetltlon IKUS. Solution next week 

Black 
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White 

Black to play How did the oame finish? 
BelMBon to 0999 (Benl-Bclisirerabeob, 
Vlaaniu 1iSS». <i4vti1/1p1n1ppp/p1b4q/m 
9BB9/1BBfQl/f»1B4P/1K4ll1 - WhMa to 
play.) Beni had earlier made an unplanned 
sacrifice of his Queen's Rook, and now ha 
discovered that everything was m order for an 
elegant finish 21 OhSI. Oxh3. 22 RxgT-f-, 
Kh8. 23 Rxf7+. Kg8. 24 Rg7 Kh0. 26 
Rxd7-f- (in his excitement White overlooked 
the immediate male), and Black resigned 
Broblem No 1SS1. Elution next week 
H. l|laniiOfMOA (First Prize Main Poi^t, 1961} 
CrVpl P9B1/Q1 BhSKl/lpPRBl/2Rp3p/1 qS/ 
iSil^T - t1 wfilto man; S blaali.) 

White to play and mate m two moves 
SolMtiOfi to No ISOS (Rohm). (i/Sbbr/S/ 
tlOpf/1NNkFl/SPR/9BPKl/B-mato In ton.) 
1 Kf3 (threat 2 Sb3). BhSt-. 2 g4. B x g4+ , 
3 Kf2 (threat 4 Rd5). Be6. 4 St3f. K x e4; 
SSxgSf. Kd4.6Sxe6f. Ke4. 7 Sg5 4. Kd4 
8 Sf3+. Ke4, 9 Sd2+. Kd4. 10 Rd5. White 
decoyed the Bishop from f7 to e6 m order tc 
capture it but before the mate the Knight had 
to retrace da steps to d2 





































My iliiil uses Cherry Blossom 

White Cleaner for his Tennis shoes. 
ldotoo...natch[’’ 






Cherry Blossom White Cleaner keeps sports 
shoes dazzling white and new. That's why it's 
a must for rising tennis star Dev. and his 
famous Dad—and sportsmen all over the world 

Build your game from the ground up. with 
super-white sports shoes Get Cherry Blossom 
White Cleaner today. Now with a built-in 
applicator, so it's easy to use too 

liw DenBiig VnOe Shoes! 











. Rca<l No WB|CCtS0|7O. 'r»l|Md:(C)|a76 



ULKA BDM 40 


r ' i 

Sportswiirld Weakly 19 OeeeittiMr 14|7# ^ 
























\ 






a terrific 
treat in every 
' sweet! 



..At eottfe^onery 
uumttfttehtre. 

Our splendid innings in 
Confectioney manufacture, spread 
over 25 years, has produced a 
delightful variety of sweets and 
toffees: Nutrine Super Range and 
Eclairs. 

An innings made memorable by i 
your good taste and faith in us. i 

NUTRINE CONFECTIONERY CO LTD J 

Palamaner Road Chiltoor 517 002 A 
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On the Delhi 
Test 

P LEASE CX>NVEY OUR 
heartiest congratulations 
to D. B. Veogsarkar for his 
roarvelious 146 n.o. at Delhi. 
This was indeed a heroic 
innings which proved that if 
Vvshwanath and Gavaskar 
fad there is somebody on 
whom Indian batting can 
depend We wish him all the 
best for the future. 
KRISHNACHVRA DVTTA, 
SOVMIfA MVKHERJEK, 
Calcutta, 

FROM THE STYLE OF 
handling the Oval Test 
agamst England, the Delhi 
Test against Pakistan, it 
seems that starling slowly 
with an eye to a draw 
and then later, as the 
game doses, to try vainly 
for a win has become 
an upWntten strategy of 
the Indian captain and 
those who are responsible to 
help him in dedsion^making. 
If it is for fear of defeat, 
we would prefer that to a 
boring draw. Whatever the 
record books might say, it is 
undoubted that Gavaskar is 
a slow player and his out* 
look towards the game as a 
whole is al$o slowmg the 
paoe of Indian cricket, 
while others are try¬ 
ing to play a faster and 
aggressive game. The caust 
of India’s bitter defeat at 
the hands of Sri Lanka in 
the last Prudential Cup 
was tt{e same. Gavaskar's 
instructions to stick on to 
the wicket is also the cause 
of the poor batting records 
of Vengsarkar aqd Kapil 
Dev in recent Tests. 

To go all out from the 
very hrst ball Is not possible 
ol course, but the first four 
batsmen of India take too 
much time to settle, rarely 
take chances, or step out to 
challenge tight bowling and 
fielding. 

INDUSEKHAR DASS, 
Calcutta 

(We regret our inability 
to publish the many other 
letters we received on the 
Delhi Test.^ditorJ 

Difference of 
outlook 

THHE PAK PRESroENT, 
1 General Zia-ul-Haq, re 
rently announced that Wasim 
Raja and Sikander Bakht 
would be awarded gold 


medals for Ihcir good poi 
formance m the Delhi Test 
Bui if our honourable Prime ^ 
Minister, Mr Cliuran Siiigh, 
ever beais about this, he 
will probably advise Mr Hag 
to Qsc the inonev lor the 
welfare of the poor and 
thus woo them 

ASHISH ShNCVPrA, 
Bhiiau 


Da\/is Cup debacle 

'pHE DEFT AT OF THi: 
d. Indian teams at the 
bands of South Korea in the 
Davis Cup was rather sho<K 
ing. India have ainstantly 
featured well in the Eastern 
Zone of the Davis Cup. Hut 
this time, It sernis, the 
Indian contingent took 
things lightly Anand Amiil 
raj preferred playing tor 
money and points in Grand 
Prix tournaments to pfavin^i 
for the country. Vijav and 
KrLshnan were injured f?) 
But why wa.s Sashl Mr non 



sidelined lor the singles'' 
Inst a week ago Bidyut 
Goswami had been crowned 
as the national rhampiun 
Then, why were Shankar 
Knshnau and Nandan Bal, 
who also play4xi in the 
tournament, preferred to the 
national champion? 

JAIMIN BHAIT, 
Bombay. 

Gauhat! insecure 

B eing well wishlhs 

of East Zone cricket wo 
request the Indian Cricket 
Board to change the sche¬ 
duled venue for the zone's 
match against Pakistan to 
be played at Gauhati from 
January 10. The security ut 
the East Zone cncketiis 
could be at stake in the p e. 
sent circumstances prevail¬ 
ing throughout Assam. Also, 
the spectators of Gauhati os 
well as of Assam arc too 
much interested in enjoying 
the game ot their State 
players rather than the zone 
as a whole. Has the BCCI 
forgotten the incidents dur¬ 
ing and after the Bordoloi 
'rrophy final of 1978? 

ASHISH. RANA, l\U\h\ 
PRABAl, SANDIP. 
SWAPAN and 
DEBABHATA, 
Dtbrugarh,. 
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The secret is Jabakusum. 

I am regularly using it. In fact, I am more 
than convinced that oil is a must for healthy 
and lovely hair. It's just that I prefer using it 
before going to bed. A little Jabakusum every 
night keeps my hair healthy and gives me 
the desired look. 




HAIR OIL 

C. K. SEN & CO PRIVATE LTD 
JABAKUSUM HOUSE. CALCUTTA. NEW DELHI 
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Is Sunil overrated 7 


Mr V. Kaavtmft miiele 7« 
Sunil operrated ?* pttbNtli- 
ed in tUn Novfmher 28 
kme tUdttd a let of 
pomte from our toadm. 
Here we publiek a telertkn. 
—Editor. 

Yes, he is 

M r V. KESAVANTS ARTI- 
cle has raised a very 
oootroverslal point However, 
one cannot hut agree with 
bis views. Mind you, 1 am 
a fan of Gavaskar butl find 
that he is well and truly 
overrated. True, in tech¬ 
nique and concentration he 
is in the company of the 
very best But he, in spite 
of his tally of those awe¬ 
inspiring centuries (twenty- 
two to be exact) certainly 
does not deserve the pedes¬ 
tal to which he has been 
raised. 


Pakistan our 'Sunny* dedded 
not to 'walk* any more and 
diomptly got a couple of 
centuries at Karachi when 
he Wit actually 'out* for 0 
and 13) IVue, at Lahore he 
was not out but. 

Against KalUcharran's. 
West Indies he got four hun¬ 
dreds including a double off 
bowlers who were slower 
than our Kapil Dev. Great, 
huh? Against England he 
hit a grand 221 at the Oval 
on a batsman*s paradise 
when his bogey bowler Hen¬ 
drick was not fit to bowl. 
Then Kim Hughes* Austra¬ 
lians—a poor bowling side- 
felt the 'weight* of his batt¬ 
ing and be got two centuries. 

So one can see that Sunil 
Manohar Gavaskar is not as 
great as his centuries make 
him out to be 

HAHVL KISHORE, 
New Delhi. 


In 1971, bis year of dehut, 
he got four centuries against 
the West Indies but had no 
than 18 lives. But in 
the same year on quicker 
wickets in England he was 
cut to size ^ John Snow, fs 
Gavaskar himself agrees. In 
the 72-73 series "against 
England he was no better 
and in the next series in 
1974 he got 101 at 
Trafford (if my memory does 
not^ betray me), and this 
knock was rated highly by 
many including Denis Comp¬ 
ton. Credit must be given 
where it is due. 

In 1974-75 against the 
West Indies, the only knock 
worth mentioning as far as 
Gavaskar is oonoerned was 
his 86 at Bombay. He plaared 
with a real superlative 
touch. Then on the twin 
tour of New Zealand and the 
West Indies he got one cen¬ 
tury and two centuries, res¬ 
pectively. But it should be 
' noted that both his centuries 
in the West Indies were got 
on a dodle strip at Port of 
Spain. THnktad to 

Gavaskar is what Leeds was 
to Bradman. 

Then the New Zealanders 
came to out placid wickets 
and Gavaskar took 119 off 


them at Bombay, followed 
by a century against England 
in 1976-77—two knocks not 
expected from a 'great* bats^ 
man like Gavaskar. Then 
the Indians went to Austra¬ 
lia iA 1977-78 and found 
Thomson without a partner 
as quick as he at the other 
end, giving Oevaskar the 
opportunity to take three 
cenMiies off him in the Aral 
throe Teals, to 1678 in 


UNDOUBTEDLY GAVAS- 
kar is one of the grea¬ 
test batsman of the cricket¬ 
ing world but i is base¬ 
less to compare him with 
Donald Bradman or Sobers. 
Gavaskar is not even the 
world’s greatest opener 
which some Indian journal¬ 
ists think, (jonsisteneywise 
Gavaskar is not better than 
Geoffrey Boycott. Gordon 
Greenkige is a shade better 
than Gavaskar in aggressive 
batting. Barry Richards is 
more stylish than him and 
Roy Fredricks is certainly a 
faster scorer. 

Sunil's repertoire of strokes 
does not contain the pull 
shot, the hook shot, and the 
leg glance. Sunil rarely 
scores all round the wicket 
and the majority of his runs 
come from the off side. 
Gavaskar Is still suspect 
again^ the moving ball and 
has ml his wickets on 
several times to this parti¬ 
cular delivery. He is also un¬ 
comfortable against swing 
bowlers like the Hendricks. 

The greatness of a bats¬ 
man is Judged not by the 
number of runs he scores 
but the manner in which he 
scores them. That is why 
most of the Vishwanath's 
Innings, though short, are 
more leasing to watch than 
a century bv Gavaskar. 

In these circumstances^ it 
is abmid to compare Gavas¬ 
kar with Bradman or Sir 
Tack Robbs or even Sir 
Garry SPbers. Sunil is just 
a great batsman. Nothing 
more. 

It VASVrmVAN. 
Tanrn Nadv. 


IHE ASSESSMENT BIADB 
by Mr V. Kesavm is correct. 
Gavaskar who hoUi many 
records and baa performed 
many batting miracles is one 
of tbe best batsmen in the 
world today but he is not 
an all-time great batsman 
like Victor Trumper, Don 
Bradman, Georgt Headley. 
Frank Worrell, Wcekes. Wal- 
cott, Neil Harvey, Denis 
Compton, Hammond, G. Pol¬ 
lock or G. Sobers to name a 
few. 

Even in present-day cricket 
he best opening batsmen in 
the world are Barry Ricb- 
drds, Glenn Turner, (jordon 
Grcenidge and Majid Kban. 
These batsmen have scored 
lesser centuries than Sunit 
Gavaskar. They may not 
hold more records than Sunil 
Gavaskar but certainly they 
have given more delight to 
the spectators. Some of their 
innings are truly great Sunil 
Gavaskar and England’s ope¬ 
ner Geoff Boycott are collect¬ 
ing centuries, creating re¬ 
cords but they do not reach 
the height of botsmansUp 
of ’ thete foursome, leave 
aside being the greatest, 

Barry Richards has had tit¬ 
tle opportunity to play Test 
cricket but he showed his 
class in the four Test mat¬ 
ches he played against B11 
Lawrie’s Australian team 
and the Super-Tests he plac¬ 
ed with Kerry Packers 
World Oicket Series against 
the best fast bowlers to the 
world. Gordon Greenidge is 
another %vho does not imld 
any Test record, hut had he 
not joined the WSC, be 
would have created 'vmiders. 
He is in the class ' 3tao 
McCabe of Australis Tur¬ 
ner has scored one tho and 
runs in the month of M y in 
County cricket. On one or 
two occasions be baa carried 
his bat through a complete 
innings which Gavaskar and, 
for that matter, no Indian 
has achieved up till now. 
And then the raajMtic Majid 
has the record of scoring a 
century before lunch, a re¬ 
cord held by three Austra¬ 
lians only. His hurricane 
hitting of 13 sixes in County 
cricket also shows his dass. 
He has faced the best fast 
bowlers in tbe world not 
only confidently, but easily. 

Many (Hoeners of the past 
too were superior to Gavas¬ 
kar. Remember Bill Pons- 
ford of Australia who has 
two scores of 400 plus. Len 
Hutton who carried his bat 
thrown*' the tontogs twice, 


the double-century maker 
prolific scorer Bobby Simp¬ 
son, the master of concen¬ 
tration little master Hanif 
Mohammed, to name a few. 

VISHOO PARKAR, 
Bombay. I 

HEARTIEST CONGRATU 
latioos to Mr V. Kesa- 
van. This sort of article , 
should have been written 
long before. Mr Kesavan ; 
has given some important 
tacis. Were the bowlers 
whom Gava.skar faced in the 
1971 Caribbean tour really 
fast ? Only Uton Dowe 
bowled wkh some speed on 
the docile pitch at Port of 
Spain (last Test). But after 
that tour, the “run-getting'* 
Gavaskar of 1971, had to wait 
for his next century to the 
summer of 1974 against 
England, when he scored 
101, after a lapse of eight 
Tests, all against the Pom¬ 
mies His highest during 
this period was only 69. 
again on a placid wicket at 
Kanpur. 

And who says that he 
“plays spin bowling with a ' 
great deal of assurance?” As 
Derek Underwood said once: 
“Sunny is my bunny”. He 
has got Gavaskar 10 times, 
the highest. Next comes 
Old (six times) and Sylvester 
Clarke (five times). Gavaskar 
was also luckv not to face 
Gibbs in more than one Test 
In the 71 tour, in which 
Gibbs completely failed. 

Mr Kesavan has unfor¬ 
tunately forgotten to men¬ 
tion two important facts. One 
is that Gavaskar was 
dropped 18 timea in the 71 
tour and escaped three run¬ 
out chances. Sobers himself 
dropped him thrice. The 
other is that, on bb way to 
221 *at the Oval, on the last 
day. Hendrick could not take 
the field. 

KALYAN KAMAl HOY, 
Caleutto. 

AT LONG LAST A SPORTS 
magazine in our country had 
the guts to publbh a true 
picture about a batsman who 
jhas been made a cult figure 

tbe sheer strength of sta^ 
^Iblics. SuoH is a good bats¬ 
man but certainly not tbe 
“greaest** ever in our country 
for the simple reason that he 
la a fairweotlier batsman 
who goes from strength to 
strength only in ideal condi¬ 
tions. Further he b an extra¬ 
ordinarily lucky guy. I think 
be himself is aware of hl& 
limitations aod that was why 
he was so keen to join Pac¬ 
ker, so that he could himsplf 
judge his true worth against 
world class bowling and 
fielding. 

G. NEELAKANTAN, 

I Bangalore. 
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No, he is not 

A ny player — rats- 

man or bowlcr->lia8 to 
be compared with only his 
contemporaries and not with 
hia predecesaors. The atti¬ 
tudes, playing oonditiona, na¬ 
ture of pitaes, qualijgr of 
oppoeition differ in different 
eras as also the technique of 
the batsman. Going 1^ this 
i,riterion. Sunil is certainly 
the greatcat opening batsman 
today. Barry Richards has 
not yet facM the Indian 
spinners in Indian conditions 
at their (i.e. the spinners’) 
peak while Sunil has faced 
the fastest bowlers (comp¬ 
arable to the then (1870) 
South African attadc) on 
some very fast wickets and 
has come out with flying 
colours. 

Again, ludc is the most 
vital ingredient of the game 
aod it is only the greatest 
who make full of thor good 
luck. Even when not at his 
finest at DelhL he scored a 
‘ton’ against the Aussies— 
another pointer to his great¬ 
ness His innings of 101 and 
fiS at Manchester, 1874 were 
object lessons for all those 
aspiring for the opener’s 
berth. 

Mr Kesavan does not place 
Gavaskar among the greats 
including Hobos, Polhidc, 
Merchant, Hammond etc 
What criterion has he usedT 
If it is pure averages, <la- 
vaskar leads Merchant, 
among others. If it is the 
artistry of strokes. Gavaskar 
has some shots struck with 
brute force aod-others equa- 
llv graceful, well-tiiped and 
well-ext-cutod strokes.' In m> 
modest opinion, Gawy is In¬ 
dia’s best opener ever pro 
duced. Merchant inrloded. 

Gavaskar has broken all 
Indian records In Tests at 
the age of 30 and this can 
be done only by a player 
who is in the highest clasa. 
After all, figures are the 
most important pointers 
there can be. Gavaskar also 
has the poise, control and 

S raoe to satisfy the purists, 
[erein lies his true great¬ 
ness. He is the matest In¬ 
dian and one of tiw top five 
m tile world. 

VUAY S. CHOBGAD&, 
Pima. 

THE CENTURY BY GAVAS- 
kar at OM Trafford in 1874, 
aas rated as one of the best 
100a made on that ground. 
He tackled the pace and 
awing of Old, /^Id and 
Hendfick ndn qabe when 
cohdlUona vmn actoallf fa¬ 
vouring tW howlera and 


while eight otiwr ludlen 
betamen failad to oven luedi 
double figures. 

He scored time centuries 
in Australia in tbe year 1877- 
78 of Wbicb his kinln g a of 
127 at Perth against a hos¬ 
tile speedster like Ibomson 
was described thus by Bill 
O’Reilly: “It Is not often 
that Anstraliana are privile¬ 
ged to see sudi masterly 
strokemaking from an open¬ 
er." 

During the Innings of 71 
Bgaitist New Zealand in the 
second Test of 1876 end the 
neat innings of 71 against 
England in tbe first Test at 
Delhi in 1877, Gevatkal g» 
thered rune at his will while 
his partners found It difll 
cult to even stay at the wic¬ 
ket, Apart from his two cen¬ 
turies m tbe Caribbean (Port 
ot Sjwin, 1876) Gavaskai 
acored a oourageons 66 on 
tbe Sebinv Park wicket at 
Kingston which is supposed 
to be tbe quldcest in the 
West Indies, while the Inti- 


TO OUR READERS 

Due 10 tho /wavy rush of 
topfcal and Uma-bound ta- 
ports, savaraf Of our regular 
laaturas have had to bo held 
over In this issue. Wa hope 
our readers will concur with 
our decision—Editor 


mldatoty tactics of Holdiag 
and Daniel forced many 
other badian batsmen to re¬ 
tire. 

After sudi superlative 
iliowlngs there cap be few 
doubts in anybody’s mind 
that be b the greatest open¬ 
ing batsman ip the world. 
True, Gavaskar has got out 
cheaply iu some innings but 

K ept pbwem like Peter 
ay and'Neil Harvey too 
went wouifii bad mtches. 

SUBHASa AGARWAL, 

- 

OWpOTtU 

ALL LOVERS OF CRICKET 
will bo pained at some ot 
the nncbarltaUe end dis¬ 
paraging remarks by Mr. 
Kesavan in his article. He 
aays that Gavaskar is vul- 
neraUe to genuine speed. 
But hasn’t Gavaskar scored 
hundreds egeinst Thomson, 
Roberts, Holding, Imran. 
Sarfras, Willis in condltloiu 
Meal to fast bowling. An 
we to believe that they ere 
not genuiiie fast bowlersT 
He lays that Gavaskar bad 
maaeged to scon 774 nun 
in Iwl against Holder. So¬ 
bers, Dowe Shillingford be- 
auae tb^ vnre not geanlue 
fast howlers. But bow many 
batsmen scored a» many 


Mr 


ont 


Kesavan also points 
that Gavaskar railed 


completely against lobn 
Snow end Denms Lillee, But 
then sft whtt time dm he 
face Snow and UileeT He 


faced Lillee as an opener of 
the World XI when he had 


the experience of only four 
Tests. Was that enough to 
face a bowler like LiUeeT 
He faced John Snow in an 
unfavourable and hostile 


climate. 


He also remarks that So¬ 
nny fell to the Pakistani 
Fast bowler, Saleem Akaf 
for only five in tbe Lahore 
Test last year. But he does 
not say that Gavaskar sco¬ 
red a superb 67 against that 
very Saleem, Imran, Sarf¬ 
ras In that very Test match 
la a sltnatiott when defeat 
yras inevitable, and yet H 
was Sunny «dio nearjy sav¬ 
ed the match. He does not 
say that Gavaskar also bra- 
vMy tried to save India la 
the Karachi Test by scoring 
111 and 137. In m Trini¬ 
dad That in 1876 against the 
West Indies Sunny helped 
India the moat to record a 
great win with a magnifi¬ 
cent 102. 


Mr Kesavan writaa that 
Sunny has scored oentories 
ehher against not-sotast 
bowlers or on slow pltcttes. 
But Gavaskar scorM three 
hundreds against l%onuuo 
in Brisbane, Melbourne and 
Perth, Are not Perth, Bris¬ 
bane and Melbourne fast 
pitches? Mr Kesavan dearly 
does not agree with Musn- 
taq, Hutton, Thommo, Breer- 
Icy aod so many ptayefs who 
have said that Sunny is tbe 
best opener in the world. He 
believes that Barry Richards 
is the best opener In the 
world. But be hasn’t said 
why he thinks so. Ihongb 
Rhaierds playod veiy well in 
Coudty uiatcbes, be failed 
completely in the Super Testa 
m WSCL 

BRimVlRARJAN DASn, 
Raitmr (24 PargomM). 

MR KBSAVAN’S WAS THE 
wont article I have ever 
read. He says Sunil plays 
spin bowling with a great 
deal of assurance and is 
vulnerable to gennine speed. 
1 wonder whether Entf and. 
Australia and Wiadfes etart 
their bowling operation with 
spinners I Sunu has scored 
lots of cons in all tope of 
wickets, in all climatic con¬ 
ditions and against all type 
of bowleia. Sunil Is an open¬ 
ing batsmen. Don’t compare 
him with Sobers, Kanhsi and 
Mheta. Top playon, captains 



aod leading writen ncoept 
that Sunil » the bert opea- 
mg batsmen and not Bany 
Rioiards. I doubt whether 
Mr Kesavan has ever seen 
an innings of Sunil. 

M. R. GANBSAH, 
Taniil Ntuiu. 


TRUEl GAVASKAR IS NOT 
the greatest But he Is. by 
ell means and measnrea, 
great And his greatnen 
should be Judged under pro¬ 
per perspective. All the 
great batsmen mentioned by 
Mr KeMvan from Trnraper 
and Bradman to Sobers and 
kanbal. bad a couple of 
batsmen of recognlsM sta¬ 
ture to relieve them of pre¬ 
ssure. Pm* fautence, the great 
Don had RUl Ponsford and 
McCabe to back him npb 


Bealdea, Sunuy does not 
mit snfilcient practice agalaat 
pace howUng, for obvions 
reasons. 


Well, Sunil Gavaskar Is a 
Mt overrated by Indian scri¬ 
bes. But then, dOM he not 
deserve the extra rating la 
view of bis contributions on 
the field and off it? 

K. H. HAVBWALA, 
Bombop, 


MR V. KESAVAN IS PRE- 
ittdiced. Be Is not objective, 
rational and sporting, H one 
starts viewing tbfatgs with a 
critical atitude m this na¬ 
ture, there will be eome 
points to criticise in oven 
aU-time great induding Sir 
OonaM. Ibe oonditiont in 
which the Don played are 
not the same as today. 


Snail is undoubtedly one 
ft the greaitest players of 
all times by all standards. 
Sir Garry Sobers rated him 
as tbe fourth best hot in the 
world today and we feel he 
Is a better judge than Mr 
Kesavan. 

SBYAM. PRASASTA SAHV 
A FRJBNM, 
Now DetM. 



(No further corrsepondriuw 
iriU be published on (hie it- 
sue—Editor.) ‘ 








'PWO DAYS BEFORE THE TEST 
* started the wicket looked rusty 
brown and when 1 brushed my thumb 
across it, there was po%vdery stuff 
coming off the top. When 1 pressed 
It, I felt it was hrm but it was obvi¬ 
ous that it was going to turn. The 
Wankhede wicket has never looked 
like this. There have always been 
green patdies and the wicket has 
turned brown as the dhys go Iw But 
Id this instance the wicket looked 
brown two days before the game 
started. Obviously k was going to 
spin straight away and this guess wa« 
proved right when Qasim bowling his 
tirst over made the ball turn and 
jump. 

Winning the toss was vital and 
when 1 heard Asif calling wrongly 1 
thought we had started right. Four 
overs later, I was in the pavihon 
cooling my heels, caught by Qadit 
at short mid>wicknt off Bakht The 


bail stopped and my stroke was com¬ 
mitted Cbetan followed soon after- 
when he snicked Imran to be caught 
bv Bari. Just before be got out, One- 
tau had received a nasty delivery 
which be barely managed to glove 
away. The devil in the wicket wa> 
just surfacing. 

Vishwanath and Vengsarkar are 
two of our mainslfl/s. Mai^ times 
the two V*s have come togetoer and 
pulled India out of trouble ViA, of 
course, is an old hand at this act but 
Vengsarkar also has developed the 
knack of coming good at the right 
time. My admiration for ViA i$ well* 
known to hporisieorid readers but my 
hopes about Vengsarkar are nt^ 
knoHrn. He has it in Urn tn be one of 
the best batsmen India has p^uceA 
Technique, courage, strokes and de- 
termlnatioii in plenty. He haa the 

Ptx: Nikhil Bhattecharya 


ability to stay put at Ae wicket or 
destroy an attack, though the latter 
ability has been in cold storage for 
reasons known to him. 1 exped a lot 
from him simply because he has the 
ability to do a lot and that's why 1 
am suA a hard tsAroaster as far as 
be is concerned. I dont compHment 
him often because I feel Aat be 
tends to take It iust that Ut easy 
afterwards ud lea go great odpoi 
ittiutios But the Inninga be played 
at Delhi deserved rUk complimAts 
and 90 also application at Bom¬ 
bay. Be and Vlih played well and at 
lunA we were 65 for two Though 
the going was a bit alow, the 
wideet was not only yielding turn but 
also boundng awkwardly so Aat the 
medium pacer also could be a diffi¬ 
cult proposition. 

iliia teum imt h* «cpr«d 81 ^ ]^» 










dumiw. 

Tbe rescue act was petfbnaed Igr 
KaiNl Uev and S]r^ Klroiii^ XjnBfyn 
has always been a totallir uimtiiodaK 
pinyer. ^layiag his shots with aMMr 
rent caretreeaess—hut make uo aais- 
tsKe. that man is a delermiiwd cos- 
touier. Behind that smUing 
nance lies a soul wRh steely nersca 
and great courage. Uc waited for 
the loose delivery, punUyed it and 
drove the fiektors ba^ In particnlar, 
his kdted shots over the howkes* 
heads were spectacular. 

And what docs one say ahoat Ka- 
pB’s inniswir Ail I can say is^ttat 
when he was halting the ball dU not 
look as if It was tandiu 
wkfcM looked ilhrfect for 
That m itself is a oompUneat L . — . 
he made it anpear so. In an earlier 
report L bad mcntioiied that te wr~ '* 
not score a 50 in a TSsL This _ 
not because be didn’t have dm alA 
Uty, but because be was Aowing a 
lack of application and the tenwera- 
ment required to score runs at.lho 
Test leveL 1 had taUw with hfan, 
speut time trying to oonvinpe, calolo 
bun into staying at the widict 
get, t had oven thadtd with hfan 
to apply hims^ bA all these efn^ 
were not bearttg fruit. He would pfav 
Uhe a ctaampum for 20 or 30 runs 
and then emt his wkfcet away. Ihna 
it was that tbe one way f thenght 
would work iwes to write pnbitciy 
that he would, not spore a Bflr amtif 
m a Teat. 1 knew ho would he^s^ 
ping mad end dialing at the hit w 
prove me wroag, 1 wanted hfan to be 
dalerminad only to Oum me that he 
could but 1 wa nte d Urn to fad Til 
show the Btte b • • • -4 I 
a 50.’ After all, tbe be 
lag to be India’s and ^ 
wrong was only going to 
team. That was ttm psytfaolM 
the behind that sMeiM 1--^ 
sn^rised it took hfan three to 
ram the words dosm my ttnst 

was beaming as v nmdi ju be was. 
Never mfaid if he WM three 'Pw 
late, bnt Us hnoS M coma^at the 
right time At thS dose of pfaqr we 
were 23k fhr six. 

played. W <■/ 

hM to dMke we. Im Mw a i 




DosM her Afafs 

bofertr er ri e p to VWNr 

Trouble is that tiny had ne due as 
to We mMife heUnd the statement, 
the lesnlts B am des ig n ed te bring, 
the psichtlsglrel sspeci bshtnd it, 
By trying to Vtag tt home to 

SZ-Ta.* 

r eq u ired In ttds_ . . 

la the leest being made to kMdi like 
faBot if it is going to hen^ the 

1 tease. Crlwcftli plrq^ in We 
_ as much ss qn We Add hut 
how do yen sirprit pee^ vWo have 
intr AatAm SSat to uoder^ 
stand wT 

Tho neat day. Kirileft, additf 
mat to his score and L 
wss Dover his oosddcot self of _ 
previous day adding 12 runs in abnest 
an hsur. However wp woe not W 
shed as Ghsvii and Yadnv jm Weh 
heads down and w^ 
ddng cridtet added valuable mnn 
Ghavri soorud 30 hut wiW that knock 
he had put ua in a poaftkai of atrengW 
We wkkd wasn’t getting 
better. Uddal, who bw a few nsdu] 
sooteia in Rnsil Trophy,, dsp scoi^ 

afauiu ctwiked a beuodaiy over extra 
«nd We taningt finally 
lendaatsA at SS«. 


Wo boll ttrokeg Wo tamOamr ef hW bW 


PAKISTAN INNINGS ALSO 
h did ool start well aod Biaar hid 
Uaiid hangbig Us bah ootdde t» he 
cattsht ^beliliia nd in bfs nest nswr 
uprooted Zeheef*s offotdiiw edW • 
beauty of e boB Wah pitdied an te 
leg stump and kaodien out te sA 
As soon as Deahl was btonite ssl 
be began to make the bUl talk w4 
then had Modassar omiWt at kg dip, 
fikhiug at his 


There was a apot Jod ahdti at a 
good kniW on the offstump at te 
Tda pavQlan end aod Binay. tte 
because he Is more prone to 
that kn^ Wan who bowk a 
more feiUer for his outswin- 

gees, was hreuUtt on and Im had 
Javed shullling across hk wfahet to 
be kgdiefore 

1 kept Doshi from We Tata end 
and alternated wiW Bfamy. KwpB and 
Ghavri from We Garwere end jd- 
tbongh tbe widiet was ykMiog spin. 
SUvlal during bis butting had been 
tut pUnfullv on We rijfht sbonlder hy 
a bouncer from Sikander and was 
therefore not W e poskien to swing 
Ms arm without pain. Anyway, smoi 
the wickets were coming frm one 
end and tbe other three had Wib^ 
ed up at We othm, there .sras hardly 
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"YashpaJ out for IS rcnujht briltiantly by Majid off Oasim 


any point in ;iiviri^ away ruoa in 
rase Shivlal’s shouWrr prevented him 
from bowling well Why release the 
pressure when the others were do¬ 
ing such a hne job ? So when about 
15 minutev. were left for the day's 
play to end* I thnuc^h it was worth 
taking the risk ot bnngfng Shivlal 
oyer He *vbhgcd w^ib a wicket in 
his first ovei when off a rank long 
hop, Asif pulled too early and the 
resultant bottom edge went up in thr 
air to bt' caught by the bowler A 
lucky break tor us. 

In the nets the next morning, I 
watched Shivlal bowl and it was 
obvious the shoulder was hurting 
him so 1 dectdcii to follow the same 
pattern and bring Shivlal only in 
case the wickets weren't falling. Im-' 
Tan fell to Doshi, but Bari surviving 
two appeals toi catches and Qadir 
batted resolutely and carried the 
score to 146 when I brought Shivlal 
to bowl and again Shiv got a wicket 
in his hrsl over when he bowled 
Bari who tiled to cut and had Qasim 
out caught behind Pakistan were 
not finished yet and their last pair 
added 26 valuable runs before bdng 
all out for 172 uu the dot of lun<^ 

Once again our innings got off to 
a poor start with Chelan shMildeTiiig 
arms to Mudassar and wiffehing his 
olf-bail go. Dilip and 1 took some 
quick singlPA, some risky, and once 
ran four, riud wp had taken the score 
to 73 when 1 fell trying to cut a 
ball, instedd dollying a catch to Za- 
beer at point Hus was not a good 
shot but at that stage with the wic* 
ket behaving wickedly, I had to try 
and push the score along. This was 
followed by Vishwanath's dishnssal, 
leg-beforc to Qrdir for % and we had 
no option but to scie that no further 
Wicket fell before tlie day's ead. This 
did uoi provc-it V'oagsarkar from 
hitting a huge .su ulT Raja and at 117 
for 3, wo were very much in the 
driver's seat I would have been ha¬ 
ppier if WG had been aroiuid 140 for 
3 but then Sikander rarely bowled 
at the stumps and Qasim on this 


wicket was truly dangerous. It is 
pretty easy to say we should haye 
pushed the score along but there was 
no sense losing wickets and getting 
into a sticky mess. 

And this policy of caution was pro¬ 
ved right when wc lost seven wic¬ 
kets for the addition of only 43 runs. 
Perhaps we would have lost it for 
less, but for the earlier batsmen’s 
approach because the wicket was 
certainly not one for making strokes 

After 27 years—a jubilant Yashpal 
lifts Stmii and seema to teU hb slc^ 
iwr done 
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pAKXSTAK NEEDED 322 RUNS TO 
t wia «m 1 my tblaking was that if 
they med.tiie runs on this wicket, 
they delved to win. like us, they 
hM a disastrous start when Majid 
shMlderod arms to Ghavri and was 
paliMibly log-before. The next victim 
was due to the wldtet's behaviour. 
A ball from Ghavri cocked up from 
d length and hR Mudassar on the 
right dieek. (Htvlously unsettled, ho 
played half-forward to the next one 
and was rapped on the pads and 
there was no doubt about his dtsmis* 
sal. 

_ At the other end, Kapil was gett¬ 
ing ^rmising life out of the wiket 
and he drew Zaheer forward and his 
inside edge cannoned onto the wicket 
This was our prire wicket and this 
waa now our game. Raja plaved one 
glorious squareoit off Ghavn but in 
relating the stroke edged to second 
slip where Vengsarkar dived and 
came up wHth a magniAceot catch. 

Asif and Javed settled in and with 
aggressive cricket had carried the 
score to 8& when Ooshi got one to 
turn and jump and Vishwanatb dived 
forwatd and took the catch Now we 
had visions of Anishing the match 
that day Itself. Imran and Javed got 
after fthivDl who, hamper^ by his 
iiyury, bowled badly Shivlal foi- an 
off-spinner does not have the right 
control over his line and length out 
makes up with his tremendous spin 
In fact, be tuma the ball far too 
much and thus is not able to control 
it on a turning wicket like this. A lot 
of hard work is needed for him to 
be a truly outstanding spinner for he 
certainly has the potential to be om. 


1 b-ougfat Ghavn on with his spin¬ 
ners and he immediate^ struck, get¬ 
ting imran caught at silly-point. Bari 
offered no stroke to Uosni’s aimer 
and was kg-before. Javed in the 
meanwhile was playmg superbly. The 
spinning ball on the ofl-atump beat 
him but the bowlers' wriM had to 
stray a little and be pounced and 

g ot bis runs. His sweeping was 
reath-taking and often he swept 
l^shi against the turn from the mld- 
dle-aump. His dismissal was unfor¬ 
tunate as the ball just rolled along 
the ground and hit him on the ooot. 

Qasim went to Shivlal caught by 
Vengsarkai at second slip off Yadav 
and when Qadir drove Shivlal to 
Binny at extra-cover we bad woo the 
matoi in four days. 

It was a great effort and everybody 
contributed to the victory. The wic¬ 
ket wasn’t what one expected at the 
Wankhede Stadium but winning the 
toss was a crudal factor and the oou- 
tribution made by the laat Hx wideets 
in the first innings gave ttt the nece¬ 
ssary impetus to M foiilvard to a 
victory. With throe Tests to go, there 
was no reason to be com^Mcnt and 
the present Indian team waa well 
aware of that It was a victen we 
deaerv^ Nhd I Wfi gcoud g| bdM 

S rt of thn tohm hnmsbt oeiS 
the ooiigti!f. 
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By ASIF IQBAL 


1st day THE appeaAance 

t of the widcet to. 
4«y did not to any way 
an^r my opinion of 
the last tvfo, days, 
whereby I thought 1 
would be very surpris¬ 
ed if it did not turn 
With this in mind it was one toss I 
very modi wanted to win. 1 called 
‘heads’ but unfortunately it landed 
’tails’. 

We had batted second in both the 
Tests we won in Pakistan last year 
so to give confidence to the boys 1 
pointed out that this would hapMu 
again. The preparation of the wiocet 
looked insufficient and it looked 
quite strange. One felt that this wic¬ 
ket was not going to see any big 
scores^ although I did hope that this 
would be one of those wickets which 
looked deceptive and would actually 
be full of runs. 

We did not announce our aide till 
the last moment because I wanted 


to be 100 per cent sure of Imran's 
fitness. I did not want to take a 
chance as the Kanpur Test is quite 
close on the heels if this one and I 
did not want to jeopardise his fitness 
He said he was okay in the morning 
and the doctor agreed so he was 
selecteiL 

Sunil didn't really touch too many 
deliveries in the first over of Imran 
but 1 felt there was a little move- 
ment and the ball was coming rea¬ 
sonably high and it was only a bats* 
man of his calibre who managed to 
withdraw his bat away at the last 
moment One delivery in Sikander’s 
third over seemed to stop slightly 
and Sunil couldn’t check his stroke 
and gave Qadir a simple catch to 
the delight of the fielders. It was a 
wicket we desperately wanted, know¬ 
ing that he has got lots of hundreds 
here. After that we tried getting the 
other wickets and keeping the ions 
down at the same time as 1 told the 
boys that the first innings would be 
crudal. 


Iqbal Qasun, whom I brought on 
Just before the first drinks interval, 
managed to turn the ball quite sharp- 

S r and 1 switched Imran to the pavi- 
on end He produced a beauty 
which took the outside edge of 
Clhetan's bat and Bari took a well- 
judged catch to 5K.>nd back the second 
opener. At this stage the wicket was 
playing very unpn'dictabl). there ^ 
was a lot of deviation and some dust 
also was being raiivsd 

I thought we were a bit unlucky 
not to have Vishy out earlier than 
we did but both time the ball Just 
eluded the slip helderi» and went 
crashing to the boundary. Once v 
thought we did have Dilip when Iqb 
Qdsim hit hun on the right pad in 
front of the stumps. There was a cry 
of delight from all the close-in field* 
ers but the wmpi»*e, who is the best 
Judge, thought otherwise. Before 
lunch we did pretty well except for a 
few missed cbauoes, Vishy bmng 
one of the people lo benefit Qasim 
did not judge Vishy's stroke off 
Majid ana the ball flew past his left 
hand m the last over before lunch. 

Vishy and Dilip started quIeUy 
after lunch, with Dilip playing one 
or two beautiful shots off l<d>al. The 
quickies bowled reaiiy well out not 
with much luck. Both o! them were 
playing reasonably amfidently when 
Iqbal held a hard catch off his owu 
bowhng to dismiss Vishy when he 














was looklnit set for a bi(( score. True 
he did ifet 4(M>dd runs hot it was not 
his usual wristy inninii's. He had one 
more life when Miandad dropped 
him off Majid at ^hort>lea. 


Yashpal and Dilip started taking 
quick singtes, which is obviously bad 
for the fielding side as it upsets the 
field plaa^ments and the rhythm of 
the attack. I introduced Sikander for 
Yashpal. but to no effect. However, 
be got an inside edge off Iqbal while 
tr 3 ring to force the ball on the back- 
foot and across the line and the ball 
broke the leg stump to the delight of 
all the fielders because Yashpal bad 
batted exceptionally well in the last 
two Tests. 


Roger Rinny came in and I felt 
he got a slightly unpleasant weloome 
from the crowd as they thonght he 
had taken the place of Sandeep 
Patih a local bqy- Luckily for us 
Roger did not la^ long when Bari 
took his second catch of the match 
off Iqbal Qasim. Suddenly we were 
bade in the game with two wickets 
in CM over. 


With live wickets down we thought 
we would realb capitalise on it, and 
get them out before the end of the 
day, hut 1 have played cricket for a 
long time.and I believe that the game 
is not over until the last run Is scor¬ 
ed or the last wicket is taken. But 
with the wicket ving assistance to 
bowlers, espedalhr MajM and 


(noC m IHx) ond KapH far 3 off Qanm 


Iqbal, 1 thought the tide was taming 
in our favour. 


Soou after tea we had DtUo dean- 
ly picked up by Majid off Iqbal and 
with the top six hatsmen gone we 
found ourselves iu a very strong 
position to get India out within 200 
or so. Kami I know is capable on his 
day of taking any attack to pieces 
and we tried to let him nudee the 
mistakes but Kapil and Kiri took the 
total from 154 to 232. 

1 thought KapiFs was a gem of an 
innings. One lofted on-drive off 
Iqbal against the spin was a beauty. 
He was playing sensibly. He hit dean 
shots and picked np valnabiB runs. 
With him aremnd the ball seemed to 
stop doing everythhig it had been 
doing earlier. This is just what India 
needed, a partnership which wouU 
carry thmn to a reasonable scsore and 
change the whole complexkm of the 

These two nflt m^y added 78 valur 
able nms hut also scored them hiiric- 
|y. I thouiht after being on tem fur 
most id the day, India, Huroagn the 
efforts of K^l and Kid, anatdmd 
the advantage from us. The wicket 
also started playing somewhat better 
In the last hour and that allowed 
some hope to our baMsen. 


Indday P 

t '"' i 1. 



per oeot Ot. 
the Mmouaceiiieat 


WASN’T VAKIS- 
taa’a day. The day 
atai^ with ttw bad 
news that Imraa’a ulus' 
de iiijiinr had r*~ 
cunred. He had 
giveo see ttd assure 
anoe that ha waa UW 
wl^ ii why 1 daliQ^ 
of the final leans 


and chose him. Despite his assur- 
aaoes 1 think I should have had 
some more sense In takint; this ride 
as Imrui Is not a workhorse. Imran 
belongs to a rare tireed which needs 
to be taken care of very systemati¬ 
cally and I felt very sad when 1 
heard the news that he would not 
be able to bowl again in this liuuiigs 
and maybe not in this match. 1 feel 
I am to blame for this decision. Now 
1 can only hope and pray that thb 
wilt not be one of utose injuries 
which will nag him for the rest of 
the tour. After what has happened 
in this match I would not like to ride 
playing ’Immy* unless he is not just 
100 per cent fit but 110 per oeat fit 
at Imulras, as Kanpur seema out of 
the qnustMd. 

Since the ball was only two overs 
dd we had to ntilise it withi seamers 
ahbough 1 was keen to Introduce 
qiianers as early as possiUe firam at 
least one ^wL The funny thing waa 
that the wicket behaved as thongb 
yestmday was Just a nightmaie. It 
wasn't jumping, bouncing or turning 
and boUi Kapil and Kirmani were 
playing comfortably and it was only 
the pocaskwal ban which behaved 
oddly. Just aa I was thinking of fn- 
trodneiog aidn> IQrmalU tried to 
drive Iskander wtt Valdoff without 
getting his foot to die pitch of the 
ball and gave me e fain|y comfort. 
eUe Caleb 


After that X thfak It was generaity 
•coepbed tbit the ianiega waaild end' 
toon even tnotigh Kapii was sdU at 
the cmeaa. AAar Kirmani's dowofell 
1 wua tWnWag of intmdacing Igbai 
from the Mhwi end hut eiaoe we 
ciMmied iM bell, a rtfiuhuniiiamril,. 






1 ttoaght that it would be better not 
to bfind him on while Kai^i, who 
had spoiled his bowling aiuwsis yea- 
terday» was stlU in* Luckily for us, 
Kapil lost his cool and tried to lift 
Sikander over mid>oa but gave a 
catch instead to Raja who gratefully 
accepted iL With both ovenughi bats¬ 
men out without much aodtdon to 
the score we thought that are were 
in with a good chance as they were 
now Z50 for 8./ 

With Sikander bowling well our 
nopes were pretty high. But 1 
brought on Iqbal as 1 thought sinoe 
Kapii had left it was tunc to put 
on a little pressure. He started oon* 
fidently and both Karsan and Yadav 
Afere pushing and plodding. But 
Karsan picked up a few runs by 
hitting out, including a beautiful 
SIX off Iqbal and with Majid taking 
over from Sikander who had a long 
stmt we were pretty optiinistic. But 
we didn’t manage to get the break¬ 
through we were looking for and the 
last two wickets added 80 odd runs. 

It may sound strange but honestly 
one felt that despite the slow turn 
the bowlers were managing to ex¬ 
tract, espeoally from the pavilion 
end, luck somehow managed to elude 
us. We bought we had Karsan 
caught behind but it was the umpire's 
deasion. Soon afterwards Karsan lost 
his cool because some of the players 
showed their disgust and disappoint¬ 
ment about the decision. He tried 
hiting Sikander alter losing his cool 
by getting into an argument with 
our players and gave me the slmplesf 
catch of the match at extra- 
cover. 



Majid bemg given out leg before to Ohavrt. He scored 7 


same time I must confess that they 
did all that was expected of them, 
really bowling their hearts out. Ibe 
strange behaviour of the nvicket to¬ 
day did not help them. 1 aid have a 
talk with the umpires before the 
start of play and asked how come if 
the covers are taken off before 8 
o'clock there %vere some damp patch¬ 
es on the wicket and some very dry 
streaks also. 1 was given to under¬ 
stand that maybe there were air 
pockets in the covers, something 
which I was unable to digest com¬ 
fortably. 


shghtly full-lengtb ball, he played 
across the line and lost his off 
•tump and a very depressed Zaheor 
walked back to the pavilion. 

One interesting thing 1 noticed was 
that Sunil, after introducing Kapii 
from tte bottom end. switched him 
to the pavilion end and had Roger 
bowling from the other end. I think 
he did It only to change ends but the 
first over that Roger bowled was so 
good that Sunil was forced to give 
him another and in his second over 
he took the wicket of Majid. 


After that, Doshi, who hasn’t real¬ 
ly enjoyed the reputation of being a 

S reat batsmen, walked m to the de- 
ght of the crowd Every time he 
got his bat to the ball they cheered 
as though he had hit a four 
or a six. However, he did hit a four 
when Iqbal tried for his fifHi wicket 
from the pavihon end and gave away 
14 runs in one over. But Sikander 
bad his revenge when he had Diiip 
caught behind So the Indians’ last 
two wickets hod managed to take t]|e 
score to 334, which I thought was a 
very good score on that wicket 

I was not very bapRy with the per 
formanoe of our bowlers but at the 


^THEN WE GOT THEM OUT I 
Vi thought we would Just play 
quietly and try and get as many 
runs as possible. Unfortunately, for 
the third time in three Tests, we did 
not get as many runs in the first 
inbings as we would have liked to. 

Majid got out to a ball tbat left 
him slightly and offered a catch to 
Kirmanl. 1 felt very sorry for Majid 
because he is one player who I am 
just dying to see score runs, especial¬ 
ly the wgy he scores them. The 
Bombay crowd have taken Zaheer to 
their hearts and they gave hto a 
wonderful ovatton. He started com 
fortably but when Roger bowled a 


With Roger taking two wickets and 
Pakistan IS for 2 we were not in a 
very happy position but Miandad and 
Mudassar played out till tea, both of 
them looking very coinfortabfe. 
l^shi bowled a few overs before tea 
but they were not really good overs 
His bne was npt good, neither was 
he flightiilg well and Mudassar 
managed to get a few runs. 

The fear of conceding a first in¬ 
nings lead to India was uppermost 
m my mind so to boost their con¬ 
fidence 1 thought I would tell my 
bovs to play it safe. After speaking 
to Mianud and Mudassar 1 felt at 
ease because 1 knew these two 






youngsters had the ability to puU us 
through. They were both playing 
reasonably well when Roger bowled 
a full pitched ball to which Javed 
went half-cock and tried to play to 
mid-wicket and was adjudged leg 
before when be missed the ball 
Javed is a great fighter who gets dis¬ 
gusted when be does not get runs 
and this time he threw his bat when 
he entered the dressing room. This 
reminded me of the Australians, 
especially Ian Chappell and David 
Hookes. No matter how they are out 
they will come back and throw their 
bats down. But 1 think lt*s good to 
let out your frustration in the dres¬ 
sing room and not in public. 

1 was stiU putting oil my pads 
when I heard a typically loud roar 
and 1 knew that one of our wickets 
had fallen. And so it was. Mudassar 
was caught at leg-slip oil Doshi and | 
1 joined Raja, thinking since we had 
done it twice at Delhi why could not 
we rejMst our performance with an- 
ither big partnership. Raja hit some 
glorious fours but then he was drop¬ 
ped by the bowler, Roger, off a ball 
that held back. 1 found myself out¬ 
side my crease and made a des¬ 
perate attempt to get back but ludd- 
ly for me the ball did not hit the 
stumps. 

Raja managed to get 20-odd runs 
before he was caught at first slip by 
Vishy, a good catch. Imran who 
wasn't too fit joined me and we deci¬ 
ded that while we could attack the 
situation needed to be brought under 
controL Knowing how good a bats¬ 
man Imran is, 1 did not have to tell 
him anything. He played really well, 
taking no risks. 

1 was finding it'difficult due to the 
uneven bounce in the wicket against 
the quickies. But Yadav pitched a 
rank long-hop and in sheer joy at 
finding a loose ball I lost my concen¬ 
tration. 1 swung my bat wildly with 
my head high only to find the ball 
bitting the bottom edge of my bat 
to give Shivlal a catch which he 
gle^ully accepted. Bari and Imran 
ended me day at 112 for 6. 

We did not really bat very well, 
and I was not happy with the shot 
which got me out Our wickets fell 
more because of our batsmen's errors 
I felt we needed some deep concen¬ 
tration in our batting and a positive 
approach. 


The day belonged to the Indians. 
They batted well in the morning and 
they held their catches. But 1 was Still 
hopeful, for Imran and Bari, decent 
batsmen by any standards, were still 
left. And it's high time the autho¬ 
rities did something about the ball 
which is losing shape so often. 


Srdday vn 


14 


22 RUNS 

Mve the folr 

m , low oa ere iterted the 
I day with Bari and Im- 
I ran fadng the bow* 
I linn QfXapU Dev and 
j Dilip DoshL • Imran 
li>nlc|int verr 

afainat KapU and got uree nina in 
hb Ant over, but against Dilip ha 


went forward to a ball vriiidi Joat 
turned to take the face of the bat 
and give Sunil a good catdi. With . 
Imran gone and 19 runs required, 
the Indian fans were dieering tiieir 
team loudly but we were not very 
sure whether Sunil would enforce 
the foUow-on if ^vea the choice. 

Qadir and Bari slowly edged for¬ 
ward to the required figure: both of 
them were plamng very soodhr and 
fighting very hard. Every run of 
ours was giving me neat sa^actlon 
as I sat there watching. Bari in the 
process also got his thousandth Test 
run, thns achieving t|.e double of the 
wicket-keeper. Both of them played 
some streaky shots as well as some 
confident ones. I was very surprised 
to see Kapil being replaced by Roger 
Binny who immediate^ gave away 
seven or eight runs, wnidb helped us 
to avoid the follow-oa. 

I thought that maybe the foUow- 
on would be a good thing and that 
maybe if we applied ouraetves and 
scored reasonably India would be 
under pressure in the fourth innings. 
But that was not to be as Bari saved 
the foUow-on by sweeping Doshi to 
ftne leg for a boundary and it was 
not long after that Sunil brouidit on 
Yadav. 

Bari survived a very confident 
appeal tor caught behind off Doshi 
anid the very next over he frpm Shiv¬ 
lal he tried to cat a ball whldi qum 
from outside the off stomp and was 
bowled. Bari played a valuable 
knodt for Pakistan and I was very 
happy to see him get some runs 
when they were most needed. Iqbal 
was caught behind and then Sikander 
and Qaw played quite sensibly but 
Sikander was adjudged leg-before 
just before lunch. 

Pakistan were all out for 173 runs, 
thns conceding a first innings lesw 
of 161 runs oq a widcet which was 
giving assistance to the bowlers on 
the very first day, any lead wou 
be reasonable, more ao a 161-mn 
lead. It was our tailenders who ad¬ 
ded valuable runs and at the same 
time Htiiised two very vahiahle hours. 
India’s bowling was very tight al¬ 
though 1 thought that Shivlal was 
lucky to get the wickets and die 
figures he ended with. 1 thought 
Sunil used his bowlers well, thouai- 
in my opiiiion be kept the pacers 
for quite some time. Even the field¬ 
ing was good. 1 thought BlrPs 
wldcet-keeping was superb. Ho took 
overythlng on the leg iMe veiy 
deanly. 

We opened the bowling with 
nikander and Mudassar in place of 
Imran, who bad been declared totah 
iy unfit to howl in this match. To 
be honest 1 do not thbik he will t 
able to play in the next Teat either 
because I believe the only way to 
ensure him a tong career is a rest 
from the next Tem. Both Sunil anu 
Choton had anxious moments facing 
Sikander and Mudassar. They got 
soma streaky abuts beUiul the 


widiets but we were delighted to see 
Chetgn, who Mays Goqtrolled cridcet 
in jsnch sitnaliDOS lifting his bat bigb 
In the.air to a delivery which cut In 
to take the off bail to give Mudassar. 
B wicket Mudassar was delighted. 
His pace, although not guaranteed to 
break widcets, did break the bail and 
he kept it as a souvenir. 

1 found to my surprise that Dilip 
Vengsoikar, who came in next, has 
become a bat and pad plodder. Be¬ 
lt spinners or seamers he just pushes 
bis left leg down the line of the ball 
and thrusts his bat close to it May¬ 
be be does this to. get used to the 
bounce and pace of the wicket We 
thought we were unludcy not to have 
him caught twice off Sikander. Sunil, 
mt the other hand, was playing very 
confidently and very purposefully 
and we thought we would be in 
trouble with him and DiUp there to¬ 
gether. 1 Introduced Qanm and he 
turned the ImU appreciably and with 
Majid firam the other end it was a 
complete spinners’ attadL In his 
first over Majid conceded eight runs 
but neverthelesB managed to get hii 
line and length and we were all con 
vinced that we had Sunil cau^t off 
bat and pad but once ogun the 
umpire’s Judgement was final Thb 
time the bowler in question was 
Mudassar. 

At tea we were dlsappoiitted that 
we had got only one mcket but at 
the same time we were satisfied that 
we had not given awnr too many 
runs. As we an expected India were 
looking tor mbs soon after tea and 
Sunil started pb^ng his shots. 1 
introduced Qadir from the pavilion 
to a defensivo field. I had used him 
qtaringly in the first innings for 
wbldi 1 had been criticised but I had 
my reasons for this. 1 thouMit that 
bowling him on s new wicket like 
this conU prove expensive. I main¬ 
tain that It is In the third or fourth 
Innings when there are plen^ o< 
mns tbat this sort of move is Jnsti- 
fled. 


Sunil tiled to cut Qasim off a hall 
that jumped higher uian he emiect- 
ed and be gave an eaqr catdi to 
Zaheer at poi^ Dilip was Joined by 
Vishy, who looked as if he was also 
going to scratch for runs before sett¬ 
ling dovm. But he soon fell tog-be¬ 
fore to a Qadir googly wbidi he pro¬ 
bably misjudged. This brought in 
Yashpal and nrom then on we knew 
that it would be one bell of a 
scramble for' dieeky singles, We 
thought we were unhitky when a 
tottd appeal for caught behind for 
MUp off Qaaim was turned down but 
ft was only in frustration after a 
whole day In the field that the bowler 
and dm wldcet-keeper threw their 
hands in the air in disgust Also, a 
mimber of appeals had been turned 
down' alrtody and I think it is very 
digtonW tor a team hot to ahow anr 
emotions In a rftnation like this. At 
the mme time, I think it is unfair 
on tile port of tiw batsman to shake 
hl« head or to Agat tur kind of 
gaitiire to tito umpim. I md have a 





r.nd of a fitihting knock—Miandod given leg before off Doshi. (Right) i4ntl in disgust knocks off the baits 


word with Dilip and he accepted mv 
suggestion. 



through 


his outstretdied 


At close of play. India was 117 for 
3 and 1 thought that we did a reasoii- 
ably good job, although 1 did think 
we gave way about 10 to 20 runs 
extra in the day's proceedings. To¬ 
morrow we hoped to get Indbt out 
cheaply and 1 was quite confident 
that our batting was capable of get¬ 
ting the runs that will be required. 


4f/i day AF^BR SFBNOOfU 
rest day an- 
icaumerable 
abont what I 
was going to 
result at this 
and countless 

_ Ihed questions. 

we went to the ground on the fourth 
morning. The wicket, as eioected 
behaved badly. To repeat what I have 
said before. I think ft was a die 
graceful wicket fqr a Test match. We 
started the day with ICuttassar bow¬ 
ling one over to give Satande r the 
pavilion end and Iqbal Qaabn the bot¬ 
tom end. Yadtpal looked venr keen 
to get gtdng and to keep the soate* 
board moving, but vdiaa he fhoed 
Sikandei the bouaoe Was ee WMven 
that widcet-heepiag was a pceUam 
as well. Bari c on ceded fewr bgea 
whan the ball bouaoed thtipa Mwe 



One of our strategies was to con 
.ain the batsmen since I was of the 
arm belief that the Indian batsmen 
arould go for their runs and try and 
give us a sizeable target to chase. 
With this in mind 1 set a defensive 
field to the bowling of Sikander and 
Iqbal. Yashpal showed hfs intentions 
by playing a beautiful square-drive 
off Sikander. I firmly believed that it 
was very difficult for a batsman to 
go for bis shots on this wicket and 
with that in mind I told the bowlers 
to try and contain both the bats¬ 
men rather than to try and get them 
out I knew that they would get 
themselves out by trying to fwce the 
race and by trying to score quickly. 
IMIlp got out witimt adding mnch 
to his score to a ball from Sikander 
which was wide off the off-stnmp and 
Bari took a very low catch on toe Off 
aide. With Dilip gone, It wasn't a 
tnrprlse to see that the batting order 
was changed and that an In-fona 
XJri came m instead of Roger Binny, 
who bad got a dude in the first in- 
Kiri ptayed the first ball to 
Who threw iu to Bari but the 

__missed the stumps when he 

trM to run Kiri out. I tiiink Kiri and 
Yaghpal ameed that ttuv would not 
01^ try fer cheeky singles but also 



go for some hefty strokes as welL* I 
knew that going for shots like tha 
would be risky so I only had one slip 
for Sikander and a ring of fielders 
all aronnd. 

Iqbal was howling a very gooi* 
line and length and Yashpal Pried 
desperately to swing bis bat but with 
no luck. While trying to force the 
pace he swept at a ball that wasn't 
quite up to him and after complet¬ 
ing the stroke be got the ball on the 
back of his bat and the ball arched 
over Wasira Bari's head for Majid at 
first slip to run a few yards and take 
the catch. Yariipal started to walk 
but suddenly on Iqbal’s appeal he 
stood god waited for the umpire’s 
dscision which came after a few 
moments of hesitation. With. Yaahpat 
I gone there was a big roar from the 
ccowd, a nUghty welcome for Kapil 
Dev. I thou^t that his was a glori¬ 
ous knock in the first innings ,,apd 
bearing in mind Kapil’s capability 
as a batsman. I onoe aaain told Iqbal 
to bowl a containing wngth- I was 
sure that the widoet was far worse 
than ft had been when Kapil scored 
all thoae mnt In the first innings. 

Kapil started by looking for ones 
and twds but be bad a wild swing at 
a ball from 1^1 which he snioced 
to Bsri wbo was prepared for the 


fS 









caught behind appeal to be turned [ 
down and so was ready to break the I 
stumps for a stumping if indeed this \ 
happened. Kapil just did not wait 
for the umpire's decision and starts j 
ed walking back, which 1 thought | 
was a very nice gesture, ahd very i 
good rcilei from the umpiring ded* | 
sion.s wc had had. Roger Binny, the 
bowling hero of Pakistan’s first in- I 
nings, was psychologically undter 
pressure after scoring a duck in the 
nrst innings. Wo crowded him and 
immediately found that he was not 
confident of playing any fordng 
strokes. 

Kirmani tried lofting Iqbal against 
the spin and instead gave a catch to 
me at cover point. At this stage, we 
realised that wc were going to how 
India out rather cheaply when w 
had thought iiiitialty that they were 
going to see us a big target. With 
Vadav Joining Binny, we saw Roger 
get his first pair in his short Test 
career when Sikander did an acroba¬ 
tic act to take a return catch. 1 felt 
sorry for Roger but 1 am sure that 
he will not bad about getting a 
pair on a wicket that was so very 
iielpful to the bowlers. 1 think be is 
going to give great service to his 
country for I have found him a very 
aggressive cricketer. His bowling is 
very attractive, he is a very at«ack- 
ing bowler and from what I saw of 
liira In Delhi and B|angalore 1 think 
he is a very capable batsman. 

The Indian innings folded up pretr 
ty quickly after that and Iqbal 
Qastm got the last widket, that of 
Yadav, stumped by Bari, thus finish¬ 
ing with six wickets to his credit 
This was something be really deaerv- 
ed after his performances in the Ian 
two Test matches where 1 think he 
did some of the best bowling off his 
career without really getting th 
wickets. He was abiy assisted by Si- 
kandcr, who took three wickeU. With 
the In^an innings lasting an hour 
and 40 minutes, we thought that the 
target of 322 runs set by India was 
not beyond our reach although in 
my heart off hearts I knew that it 
would take more than superhuman 
efforts to reach that target, on a 
wicket that was not really helpful to 
any kind of batting. 

The ten minutes before hmefa 
saw Pakistan scoring 11 runs. I was 

§ leased to see both Majid and Mu- 
assar off the mark and looking con¬ 
fident The dressing room was bab¬ 
bling with enthusiasm and everyone 
was hopeful that we would be able 
to make a match of it and was rea¬ 
sonably confident that the target was 
not 80 mighty for a batting line-np 
that can boast of all the good bats- 
men that we have in our team. After 
lunch Majid and Mudassar bat¬ 
ted confidently, until Karsan 
bowling round the wicket to 
Majid got him leg before when he 
padded the ball that .swung in at 
him. Despite his scores in the aottal 
matches, he hasn’t really looked like 
the> Majid we all know while playing 
; thej Tests. It was sad because I 


thought he was playing confidently 
and more determindedly. He looked 
very unhappy when he was given out 
as he thought he had been standing 
outside the line of the stumps. 

Zaheer looked in good nick as be 
played some handsome shots off the 
baac foot and 1 thought that anyone 
who could play a cover-drive off Uu; 
back foot on a wicket like that had 
.to be a world class batsman. Mudas¬ 
sar must have been shaken by a ball 
that jumped from nowhere to bit 
him on the jaw and after some mo¬ 
ments of rest he got one from Kar¬ 
san which pitched right up and kept 
slightly low to get him leg before. 

With two wickets down Miandad 
joined Zaheer* and we knew that a 
lot depended on this partnership. 
Zaheer, after playing some confident 
shots, played gt one from Kapil that 
swung in slightly and got the inside 
edge to hit the leg stump and just 
dislodge one hail. It was unfortunate 
for us as 1 believe that on any widoet 
against any attack Zaheer is capable 
of scoring his runs. After this, our 
hopes were slightly down. I thought 
at this stage that a counter-attack of 
Sunil’s attacking field and his bowl¬ 
ing was the best policy and we were 
hoping that Raja and Miandad would 
be able to do just that But Raja at-' 
ter playing a brilliant on-drive off 
Karsan got out to a brilliant catch 
when he swung wildly at a ball out¬ 
side bis off-stump. It was bad luck 
for Pakistan as 1 believe that Raja 
is one of those players who is capa¬ 
ble of turning the tables. We were 
definitely in very deep waters after 
losing four wickets for only 48 runs 
when 1 joined Miandad. ,1 was very 
happy to see the confident look in 
his eyes, telling me **look skipper, 
not to wor^ we have been in such 
positions in the past and we have 
come out of them, so there is no rea¬ 
son why we cannot do this again’*. 

1 decided that I would stand about 
a foot outside the popping crease, 
Just to counter-attack the various 
'wiles of the wicket. I thought by try¬ 
ing to walk into the bowling it would 
be very difficult to trap me leg be¬ 
fore and that at the same time, I 
would find it easier to play the bow¬ 
ling. These tactics paid against 
Kapil which Suoil saw as a oounter- 
offensive and so replaced him with 
Doshi. It was amasing to see Doshi 
%vith his left-arm spin just turning 
the ball and Karsan with his left-arm 
spinners, gettina the ball to bounce 
as well. Karsan even caused one ball 
to jumn over ipy head. One thing 1 
would like to mention hers is the 
vddeet-keping of Kiri, espedaUy on a 
wicket ike this one. The way Kiri 
kept 1 would dass him in the top 
bracket in the world without any 
Station. 

Miandad and myself started taking 
quidk slniph^s and converting the 
ringles into twos and suddenly we 
found that our tactics paid off, because 
Sunil switdied from the offensive 
to defensive. I somehow couldn’t get 


my hand away from a ball that just 
Ufed enough to give Vishy at first 
slip a dolly catch. With that I knew 
that India would be V 2 ry hopeful, but 
1 knew that Imrau was as capable as 
ever of playing a good innings. They 
took Pakistan up to lea and we 
thought we stood a good chaiioe of 
staging a recovery. Both of them play 
for the same County, they were 
taking some good singles and proteo 
ting each other. I thought that im- 
ran’s tactics of hitting the off-spinner 
before he could find his length real¬ 
ly paid off when he hit a magoificent 
SIX into the stands and took 14 runs 
in one over off Vadav. 

With Imran in full cry the Indians 
went, on the defensive and we went 
for tea at 5 down for 90-odd runs. It 
was fast going but we had lost too 
many wickela. We knew that it was a 
bad wicket and thus it was not an 
easy task to survive out therk 

Imran fell soon after resumption 
to Ghavri who was bowling spin, in 
much the same way as he got out to 
Doshi in the first innings. India were 
on the attack once again and gifted 
singles to Miandad so that they could 
attack the new man Bari. 1 thought 
Wasim was unlucky to be given out 
leg before when he stretched for¬ 
ward and didn't attempt to play. 1 
felt the ball hit Bari high up on the 
though it was straight. The bene¬ 
fit should have gone to the batsman. 

Miandad was the only man in the 
team who really fought well He 
showed his frustration while all the 
other batsmen fell at the other when 
he was adjudged leg-before to Doshi. 
On such a wicket with the batsman 
playing forward the benefit ol the 
doubt should have gone to the bats^ 
man. I am sorry that peopte may 
have thought otherwise but Miandad 
when he broke the stumps at being 
given out, was just releasing ten¬ 
sion. I assure you. 

Well done India. To me losing the 
toss made a lot of difference. There 
are still three Tests and 1 hope not 
only will they be exdtJng but also 
provide results, to make it a memo* 
rabte aeries. All that I have said 
about sub'atandard balls, umpiring 
and the wicket are not to justify the 

S itures of the boys in he middle. 

ain, I would like to reiterate that 
we want to win the hearts of the peo> 
pie which is as imporant as winning 
the Tests. 1 would Uke all the ind- 
dents that took pinoe here to be for* 
gotten. 

I don’t want to make any excuses. 
The team that played better muter 
the Gondittens that were provided 
won. I wboled-heartedte eongratula- 
te India. 

Let's get together again. 1 am aore 
my team wjU respond to Oe call of 
the Pakistani masses and produce 
better crideet and resutes than we 
have been doing so far. InshagBah, 
not only win we level Om aeries bul 
even try and win the series. 
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Reactions 
to historic 
victory 

8A££D AHMED 

IT WAS A SHAME THAT THE 
1 match did not last the five days 
it was scheduled to, THe wicket was 
such that a dedsioa was certain. 
And with Pakistan having to bat 
last, they were up against it. The 
was vital. The umpires made 
mistakes that affected both sides and 
i»rc!5peclive of the way they altered 
ibe gaiiift they left a sour taste in 
the match, besides hastening the end 
of the match. After all, ^ crowd 
had paid fop five days but were able 
to witness the game for four days 
only, r think a SO^overs match 
should have been organised between 
the two sides on the. fifth day. 



Saeed Ahmed—umphing was dsstur- 

bino 


When India scored 334 in the first 
innings the game was 90% In their 
pocket. It was not an easy task to 
.score 321 in the last innings on a 
wicket like this. Pakistan is a good 
.side, but thev did not dig themselves 
in. On a wicket like this, the bats¬ 
men’s main concern should have 
been to stay there and not make too 
many strokes. 

India owe a lot to Vengsarkar. At 
Delhi he converted a possible defeat 
to a near win. , Here at Bombay, he 
played a very sensible inninas. I am 
.sure Vengsarkar will estabUsb him¬ 
self in the India team as a result 
of this knock. He realised, let me 
say once again, that on such wickets 
you have to curb your stroke-play. 

Some wickets mgy be turning 
tracks. But this one was turning 
and very often the ball was holding, 
varying in bounce and spia As for 
the fielding, the Indians were the 
better side. They held everything. 


But the biggest difference between 
the two sides was that the Indians 
played like a team while the Pakis¬ 
tanis played like individuals. Asif 
handled his resources well consider¬ 
ing he had only two^nd-a-half bowl¬ 
ers. But the standard of umpiring 
disturbed me, 

Karsan Ghavri went round the 
wicket because he knew if be bowled 
over the wicket it would not always 
be possible to convince the umpire 
for a leg-before. Again this was 
mainly due to the vagaries of the 
wicket. 

UANIF MOHAMMED 

I WAS HERE NEARLY TWO DE- 
cades ago and so much seems to 
have changed. Even the venue for 
Tests is no longer the same. In all 
honesty I must say that I arrived in 
Bombay on the second afternoon of 
the Test and as such I will only be 
able to talk of what little I saw. 

First of all, I think India was the 
better side. They batted better, 
bowled and fielded better than Pakis¬ 
tan. But it was an interesting game. 
Both teams are leasonably strong so 
the contest was even. 

India is a much improved team 
from the one that visited Pakistan 
in 1978. They have gained in ex¬ 
perience and their performances have 
resulted in giving them great confid¬ 
ence. 

Vengsarkar came ofl' well in this 
match. In fact, the way he played 
%vould have made any great batsman 
proud. Kapil was another batsman, 
to impress. 

I have never ever seen a wicket 
which behaves like this until and 
unless it is a rain-affected pitch. The 
Indians deserve credit for securing 
a first-innings, lead of 161 which tight¬ 
ened their hold on the game. But 
they were reckless when they lost 
their last seven wickets for 43 in the 
second knock. 



Hanif-^-mckei was 'too sporting^ 


1 was rather surprised that Imran 
was played. He was not fit. He was 
a passenger in the team and blocked 
one place in the side. Ehteshani 
should have been played. Or other¬ 
wise, the batting should have been 
strengthened. I also feel Aslf read 
the wicket wrong at the start of the 
match. Otherwise he wouldn’t have 
picked the side ho did. 

Those who had prepared the wic¬ 
ket had predicted that H would be a 
sporting wicket. The problem was, I 
think, that it was *too sporting’. 

HANllBfANT B|NGH 

I T WAS A TREMENDOUS Vic¬ 
tory. It goes to prove that both 
sides ace now on par. I think the 
crucial part was the partnership 
between Kapil and Kirmani. It was 
the turning point of the match. Of 
course, winning the toss was a big 
advantage. 

With Imran out of the firing line, 
Pakistan was finding it hard to push 
India. Qasim has great stamina. 
Though I was surprised to see that 
Abdul Qadir was not used much. 
The ball was bouncing awkwardly. 

Our catching was brilliant. The 
catch Vengsarkar took of Raja was 
fantastic and by far the best I have 
seen. It reminded me of the catch 
Sobers took off Nadkarni when Grif¬ 
fith was the bowler. 

Yadav, I think, was being bothered 
by that hit he received on the right 
shoulder off a Bakht bouncer and 
thus bowled very little. The umpir¬ 
ing cut both ways. “For example, 
Asif once and Ban twice were defi¬ 
nitely lucky to be given not out. The 
instances of the Indian batsmen are 
well known to be repeated here. 

This wicket was not worthy of 
Tests. I felt Vengsarkar had deci¬ 
ded to be defensive. So even when 
he got a half-volley he was not mak¬ 
ing shots. 1 know it was a bad wic¬ 
ket but you have to drive the ball 
when it’s up to you. 

As for Miandad’s dismissal in the 
second innings the ball was well up 
and straightened out and Javed Just 
paMed up to it with the balk kMp- 
Ing low. 1 wouldn’t blame the um¬ 
pire for giving him out 

We threw away our last seven 
wickets in the second innings foolish¬ 
ly. Pakistan’s over-rate is alarming. 
They bowl just 12 overs in an hour 
which is very poor. This means the 
maximum you can score ip. any ses¬ 
sion is 96. So if we are scoring less, 
partly the fielding side is to be 
blamed. 1 think it’s high time the 
umpires stepped in and spoke to the 
bowler not to waste time during and 
in between overs. 

AJIT WADBEAB 

I NDIA NOTCHED UP A GREAT 
victory. It was a morale-booster 
to the side. Judging by the vrteket 













it was^ an impoitant toss to win 
As foi the umpiring, it was not up 
to the Test level, but yet it would be 
very difficult to prove that it was 
partial 

Our baismcQ stuck to their job 
much better than the Pakistanis 
Ma)k! and Zaheer seem to be out of 
form We hardly dropped any 
catches As for our bowqiig. the 
spinners were well supported by the 
medium pacers. 

As he surrendered a firstdnnings 
lead. Asif was keen to slow dotvn the 
proceedings Because it was appa¬ 
rent after seeing the way the wicket 
behaved» it would be an imposstUe 
task to get 2S0 in the fourth innhigs 
of the maitdi. 

1 feel if we had the spinners we 
had m 1971, namely Bedi. Chandra, 
Venkat and Pras, the Pakistan team 
would have been bowled out for un¬ 
der 150 in both inning* on such a 
wicket 

Vengsarkar had to bat slowly as 
Gavaskar and Vlshy were out So 
someone bad to lay tbe foundation 
\ as wen as build the team's score 
By shouldering the burden, Dilip has 
shown that he has come of age. It 

20 


was pleasant to see Kapil among 
the runs. 

MUBBTAQ AU 

IJEARIIEST OONGEATULATIONS 
to Sunny and bis teammates. 
On the eve of the tour, everyone 
including Sunny, thought that the 
Pakistan team is invincible. But, tUs 
myth is now shattered and the 
morale of Indian cridket has soared 
to new heights. Under Gavaskar’s 
Captaincy, our team has been wovu 
into a wellrknit ujoit, with every 
mammate contributing to the victory. 
Our good mediunhpaoe attack, abir 
assisted by our spinners has become 
penetrative 

Our middle order is no longer aus* 
pect and Kirmani, the little 
from Karnataka, has dene a wonder^ 
ful job for this victory, batting witb 
responsibility and keepmg welL 1 
wish he achieves his double. Be has 
proved thaa he ia as good as Engl^ 
neer, or a bit better, m spite of ms 
briUianco, Sandeep Pam fflight have 
to wait for some time. 

Both Majid and Zaheer, am aoily 
out, of form, and will have to dmnge 
their technniue of atrokofdayittim 
our wickets. 1 cant understand why 


rmutt wtMi pbyM wImw kft m# attt 
htoMiMl par 0Htt e. 

CIIANBV »ABWA1B 

PSMABKAWUB VlCTOilY. KAML 
IV Oev’« mctdHVtoBfof 68 ebasged 
Ute emice oooqdeilHi of tii6 
Klmaai proved tbat Iw is an «ii> 
daiuited fighter. VeecMcker ha* fie«r 
becDme the sheet sadur. had has 
becQine a slow eoorer.- Thmiidi our 
seketon w«Kild ftakd it dWaitt to 
accoiitmodste Sandeep Patil, hi* in* 
dusiAD eouht speed w our raite of 
MMlng. and, he like Kw^, can tidte 
e. heavy toll of a thiBg bowlhw 
attedc. 

Winning the toss won ns fiw 
matdb wiui the star Psk batsmen out 
of form. It was a mistake to play 
Imraa But Sunil's cantaimy was 
superb and be is Improving In wtery 
Test, like attadiing Zabeer’s teg 
stump and making Maiid play out. 
side the off atompk. (t's sad that 
Cbetan Chauhan is out of form. 

B. 8. BBDI 

I T WAS AN ABSOLUTELY MAR- 
vellous victory — very convincing. 
I am very tkrUled, very leased. 
Heartjf congratulations to Gavaskar 
and hts team. The series has come 
alive. The BduiIm^ victory ahould 
give us a lot confidence to repeat 
the performance at least once more 
on the thiee remaining Testa But 
Pakistan will also be a more deter, 
mined aide. Kapil’s batting in the 
first innings was the best part Of 
the game Once we got port 30(^ 
there was never a doubt we were 
going to win. 

B. A. 8. PBASANNA 

I AM INBUGHTEO. OMKaBA'imA- 
tions to Gavaskar end Us team. 
It was a magnificent victory. It is 
quite evident that it was the result 
d a team efiort, with each inoividnal 
pulfing his weigU. The toaa also 
was a Ug factor in India’s faveur. 
The Paklstaai batting form at the 
moment looks like bong at its low¬ 
est ebb, Tliey might be more deter¬ 
mined in tb.e remaining Teats. Bat 
they need a big totsd to start with. 
There is no other way they can get 
out of the tight corner they new flpd 
themselves in. 

A. A. BAW 

tfSARTY CtmURATULATIONS TO 
an. Gavnduur and his boys. To start 
wMi, wfauing the toss made tSt tiia 
difference. The performnece of the 
new boys perticnlarW deserves praise. 
Starting loft the De^ titey 
have dowB that India ao hwger 
depends on tha old atahrarts (done. 
fopO, at ^ is ttaieg gaed as a 
batsman. But ia^ enasm t aBwd to 
be onmnteo^ The^ Ptfidhtatoia are 
udented fiiptten tad wffl he 4 Mh' 
mieed to tore dip fidblaa hi ^ 
remataiaf Thahk 
fMmHsi«hiSiMwsnt.aamasv, ANaM 
Www evauswe a st wi Wei m e v . isS a w . 



OnCANOIW BAXBT IS A 
O cmM alM 


~ gfWt ahMnaaii. He bes 
MQiiiied e& Hie maiuKiriwi 
Huit iKwld do « moMter 
provd. tte war ka talked to 
tbe niBidrea wlieii he wast¬ 
ed the JmH chaaiBd. the 
oMwetMliQS he had with 
his teawMaates, Iw weaied 
to ksow eeeijr tdoc la the 
trade. Be ewejrs ediile he 
talks. Slakes gtttsies and is 
draawHc is evenrthisf he 
docs, vnws I esgsted him 
is a chat, he saM: **1 am 
soared at iroa”. It eras sar- 
priHsg hecaaae it came 
from a mas who hod so 
(Boahos Is provoMag the 
spectators at the 
roe reasoss heal 

_owB to him. Sikaadei 

Insisted os haviaf Ms 
private Hdiig with Hie 
crowd. 

Behisd this facade, the 
bovish-loMdag Sikasder is 
Insooeat As as tsdividoal 
he's warm and modest 
Sikaader is very food of 
Sima and it’s only natu¬ 
ral that he likes meetiiig 
the film folk. One day et a 
party he met bis favour- 
ite BtaiwAntitabh Bacb- 
cbao. Entbusiastkally re 
latisg the iDCideot, Jie re¬ 
vealed: "I thought the Don 
would be snooty and 
prood. But wbat a man. 
Hr took to us immediate¬ 
ly. 1 was very keen to 
see who is talto between 
the two of us. I stood 
oexl to him while eveiy- 
body else judged the out- 
test He beat me. I told 
Sun of bow great a fan 
t was irf htt. How much 
I had Mjoy<M his »ngs i. 
Mr. Notwarinl and Naseelt 
Be turned around and told 
me: “You arwa't bad your- 

a and have dmje my 
at OeiM and Bombay'’. 

The aaeoeiate manager. 
Mr Adam, went ^eround 
teUng eveiybody: 1 doaH 
care tf my hoys win or 
gay joh H to look after 
fliem. As far as 1 am con- 
ceraed. I had Hirae reasaiw 
fur eoadng to I^a md 
suw Hud I have athtee^ ft 
I woulwt have 
H 1 have to go 

-first 1 wanW to see 
Tai.HeitI 'fsgtoAJ* 
the tomb of 

wMih Nawss — ^todsr 
Aimsie. UMly, I wm«^ *« 
dt at Hto feet af iJds Man- 
gBshke^ havS done ttieue 
Sm things and as swh t 
ama tshMY 

. nut Us 

tte jKinMicii 
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Sikander with Lata Mangeshar 


Mukt'sh f -ttt 


S his from his admirers. Is 
going to collapse Immy 
told me; 1 sm finished. Mv 
Injuiy has been aggravated 
hy playing this Test Thme 
were Hmes on the field 
when I had shooting palb, 
no agony.** This restricted 
Imran from displaying his 
great talent end Ms numer¬ 
ous fans bad to accept that 
Ihdr idol for all purposes 
was a passenger. 

Ash's wife Farhaoa and 
sons Omar, 8. and Hediara, 
S, came to see the Bombay 
Test Talking of their Ufe, 
Farhana said: “I am very 
fbnd of reading. But irs 
of late only that I can in- 
dulge in this haMt as tilt 
last year, one of tbe two 
hoys was always at home 
Now they hoHi go to scbooL 
Sometimes when you look 
bach you wonder how the 

E in nave rolled by while 
nging up the boys. Our 
Iffe w very unsettled — here 
today. Hiere tomorrow.*' 

The Bombay Test will 
be remembered for two 
tUngi, bestdes the fact 
toet IiHtta won. Firstly, fur 
the namber of ex-Test c^^ 
dmtere ftum Pakistan who 
hem. It was indeed 
K to see Saeed 

_kisstag Chandn B«^ 

de. Bidhrtunately, no photo- 
^her was around. While 
first totog Hanif Mo- 
h tofMtoi loif BaoMilcant 
gpH nk hejd ytkjd a 


Eassan and If there were 
anymore I didn’t recognise 
them bennise they must 
have played before I took to 
watching the game 

Secondly, it wfll be re 
membered for how the filin 
world folks fell over each 
other to host parties for 
our neighbours from across 
the border. On an average 
there were at least three 
every night. 

Justice Jaan was no long 
er his dieerful self during 
the week. His bubbling en* 
Eiusiain and warm speech 
was missing The manager 
explained rather tongue in 
ch^ *That’s because my 
wife Is here,** and that was 
ao much like the man 1 
knew. 

Majid Khan is a one-man 
band. Not for him those 
throngs of auto&aph hun¬ 
ters. He’s quite happy being 
himself. And he has this 
way of shutting out those 
who se«^ to intrude bis pri¬ 
vacy with remarkable effid 
ency. 

A S FOE TALAT MIRZA, 
the boy was observed 
practising bis strokes in the 
oresslag lOom. It must be 
mdi a rude awakening foi 
the tad^ When he came witti 
the Pakistan nnder-tS teaniy 
he scored heavily while 
now it appears that hiv 
mils arc raUoneii. He said. 
*'Barra ajaeb sa tagta hoi 
I tneia nohim gta he 
haromJ* <B\erythittg 


seems so diEerent 1 don't 
know what I should do.) 

Bhtesham is another 
worrier, but he catches 
up on his sleep, whenever 
<g)Portttnity presents nselC 
A casual visitor would lliMP 
the bulky Ehtesbam spraw^ 
ed out in the dressing reom 
all the time and would have 
ttttle hesitatloa in calling 
him Kip Van Winkle which 
is no real help because the 
name is as long as Ebte- 
i^amoddin. 


Aamaswamy, one of the 
two nnwires, was the main 
topic in discussion during 
the week. At one stage, Ab> 
dnl Qadur showed the ball to 
Kamaswamy and said that 
the ball has lost shape. The 
umpire eiu^'sied the round 
obj^ and felt it was goo 
enough to continue, wdit 
showed tbe hall to Asit 
This time the skipper spoke 
to Hamaswamy and promptly 
Kamaswamy calM his 
other colkague. Rao, for a 
conference. How oouw 
when the second protest 
was made, without a hall 
being bowled after tbe first 
protest, that Kamaswamy 
changed bis mindt 

Zaheer has this peculiai 
habit of tying a hanky 
around his forehead or his 
neck. The bespeetaded bat» 
man who is going through 
a lean trot; expahned; 
“That’s to stop the perspira¬ 
tion from getting into my 
eyes”. And, added tongue-iur 
check* 'Lekm kabht kabht 
ihoda heroghi kar lute 
fcawi.” 

A small girl walked uptc 
Wasim Raja in the hote! 
where the players were 
staying and asked for g 
autograph. Raja pointed to 
a friend who was aocom- 
panyiag him and told tbe 
girl he (Raja’s friend) was 
a Pakistani crideeter while 
he Mmself was just nobody. 
The girl walked away. Once 
she got outside, tbe girl sat 
in a Meroedes-Bens, latest 
model, and drove away and 
there was Raja carsfng him" 
self in the lobby. 

Lt Gen (Retd). Arimr 
Khan, chairman of the ad 
hoc committee of the Pak¬ 
istan board said “that tht^ 
report which appeared in a 
Pakistan paper which said 1 
was coming to investig^ 
the reason why Mr Sanja- 
rani was played is totally" 
false, I have just oomc tr^ 
And out whether the team 
needs anv replacements.” 

HAOrSM MUNWANI t 





nation; 


tlMBullworlier 

chaltenae 

If within 14 days-no results... 





don’t pay! 

Prove it to yourseff et our expense. 

A oood physique is of vital 
importance in today's competitive 
world. It qives you a personality-^ 
enhances your confidence. 


Here'S something that really 
works—the Bullvirorkerl It's 
guaranteed to improve your 
physique four times faster than 
other conventional methods. 

Without stress and strain too. 


^fl You hava nothing to lose, 
and everything to gain. If there’s 
113 no difference in 14 days — 

don't payi 




KIR FRK DFTAILS ON BUlLV\(ORKtR 
MAIL THIS C0UP0% TODAV 


I AMH. ORKR SM.ES W. ITO. 

( 0 i 4 « Otut. ttfrOt) NMin «WwL 
IS, lladHw RNi BoMbuy 4M 084. 

I Hmss Htd Fine ilkistrstfS SfedHirs 
* witli aettoR ykstss* iscviwNistise asS 

I full dateiitsSsat Iks BtiUamKIP tisiih^ 
SrtsraMs ky retsm laeil 


MAIL ORDER SALES PVT. LTD.. 

15. MiRttww Road. Neaf Opara Houset, 
Bombay 400 004. 
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Getset 
for The 
Greatest 

M uhammad au — the 

Croatest^and his wife Veronice 
wih be in India for about a formighl^ 
early next year. According to the j 
tentative schedule, he should arrive 
in New Delhi on January 24. weU in 
time to witness the Republic Day 
celebrations in the capital, be in 
Bombay on January 28 and in Ca^ 
cutta ou February 4. He may also 
make trips to Bangalore and Hydera^ 
bad 

All's trip is beiiuf sponsored by 
London-bas^ Indian industrialisl 
Swaraj Paul, a Bangladeshi business^ 
man Omer Ahmed and author Reggy 
Massey. In India, he will be the 
guest of the APE^AY and will be 
looked after by Surrendra Paul, a 
Calcutta industrialist 

l’hi'ec4inies world heavyy^gbt 
boxing champion All, who is oir^ 
mntly rated as one of the most ex^ 
pensive male models for TV and film 
comineniaLs in the USA is making 
the inp to India mainly emt of love 
toi India, the home of G<Jidhiii. He 
is not taking a singk penny. The 
APEEJAY, his hosts in India will 
be offering only the passage for Ali 
and his entourage and the hos* 
pitality 

Tlie promoters plan to talsn funds 
to pay for the passage and other ex¬ 
penses by staging exhibitiofi boats in, 
all the cities which AB will be visit¬ 
ing apart from boating subscription 
lunches and dinners. In eadi of 
thene cities, there wUl be at least 
one suhscripUon luadh and one suIm^ 
cnptioo dinner. After meeting all 
the expenses, the rest of the funds 
so raised wilt go to the dtaritks in 
India. 

Ah*$ entourage of about 12 per¬ 
sons will loclade among others 
another focmer heavyweight cham^ 
pion—Jimmy Ellis--as the sparring 
partner for the exIiiUtlon bonta. The 
bouts wtll he staged in aU the three 
ctties^-J4ew DelU, Bombay nad Cal¬ 
cutta—and guite possibly in Bang^ 
tore and Hyderabad as welL In 
Pelhi, the venue is the Nstkmal Sta^ 
diuni; in Bombay the Waiflicihede 
Stadium; and In Calcutta tim Eden 
Gardens. If his Bangalore trip mate¬ 
rialises than the likev vnoue for the 
bout there is the KCSA Stadium. 


That the promoierg ana tUnkini 
big is evident from their decdsiott ti 
stage a bout at Ihe Edea Gardena h 
Cakutta. This in miiite annudbiiii 
Fmv k trill cerlaMy create histofj 
To date, a hooting bout has neve 
been held tefore an aBdicg ce a 

Etkm Gaidkspa. Tbeid^haa 



the Crudest posimq before a murd of himself 


roceiv-od the approval of the Chief 
Minister of West Bengal Mr. Jyoti 
Basu and the Calcutta Polke autho¬ 
rities 


people of India, it will offer a rare 
opportunity tor a ringside view of 
Ihe Greatest. Their brsl and, per* 
haps, the last 


The bout in Calcutta, sdieduled 
on February 5, will have to he held 
in the afternoon and fUusbed beloie 
the sun 5 ei;!i because the ground has 
no provision for artificial illumina 
tkm The dates fixed for the bouts 
in New Delhi and Bombay are 
January 27 aod January 29 lespec 
lively. 

Negotiations are mrrently under 
way to persuade the bidiaa wrestler 
Dara Singh to participate in at least 
one ot she exhibition bouts. If it 
comes off, it could be great fun. 
Apart from the exhitnUon bouts. 
Airs itinerary Includes visits to some 
children's homes in ab the dies, 
meetings with hkmfolks in Bombay 
in addition to trips to the Rama- 
krishna Mission and Nobel Feaoe 
prise winner Mother Tarmacs Nirmal 
Uriday when he arrives in Calcutta 
on the last lap of his Bhoramarahon. 


Ali is making this trip, not as a 
showman doing his rounds. He will, 
of course, do some commerdal films 
during hi$ trip for a British film 
company. Even this will benefit 
India. For, the shootings in which 
he will participate in some of the 
prommeut tourist spots will be for a 
travel commercial on the country. 
He leaves India for the USA on 
February fi. 

Tile idea for the trip started with 
a casual conversation in London be¬ 
tween Omer Ahmed and Reggy 
Massey, who had promoted Ah's trip 
to Bangladesh last year and turn 
Paul brothers—Surrendra and Swaraj 
-^-sometime at the end of May this 
year. Incidentally, although both 
Ahmed and Massey are Bandadeah 
nationals, they spent most m their 
early life in Galena before lifting 
to London. 


For Ali, it jg a pilgrimage to the 
land of M a h a tm a Gandhi and non- 
vioknoe. two thiiiga ao very dose to 
his hearts. One of ^his first engage- 
mems In India will tn a visit loRa^ 
itimt Besides, Ali by his trip, hms 
to show his appredatioas for India's 
dmsede agabist epartheUL For» the 


AU*s draffUngs may have beoome 
more ponderous, his punches, per*- 
haps, tess swift but his visit to India 
Witt certainly be a great event Pro- 
aMy the gfoatest 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 













SportsworM Exclusive 


AUS. vs ENGLAND : 1st TEST 

Border, 

Lillee, 

Dymock 

star 

JOHN BENAUD 

S UDDENLY THE SEASON HERE 
is alive, and naturally H took a 
good old fashioned Australia vs Eng¬ 
land battle to achieve what a West 
Indies Test and a batch of hit-and- 
niLss night/day gainer haven’t. 

There was always going to be a 
degree of bitterness about this con¬ 
test at the WACA in Perth and it 
climaxed early on the second day 
when Dennis Lilfce, Mike Brcarley 
rind rhe two umpires. O’Connell and 
Weser, argued about a revolutionary 
rilu mini uni bat. It was the culraina- 
tion^ of weel-us bickering by the 
England camp about rules, an atti¬ 
tude that has angered many Austra- 
liaixs. Lillee was not out on eleven 
it the start of play on the second 
day and resumed carrying an alu¬ 
minium bai. After playing two balLs 
Brcarley went from first slip to the 
umpires and complained that Lillee’s 
ba4 was damaging the ball. He 
claimed it had dented it and left a 
SCO ft mark. 

After examining the ball, the 
second new ball and just nine overs 
old, the umpires ordered Lillee to get 
an orthodox wooden bat, Lilleo 
argued. Later, he revealed himseli 
as the p<iriner of a Graeme Mona¬ 
ghan in a company called “On Drive” 
which had decided to rrtarket alumi¬ 
nium bats. Lillee’s investment is 
several thousand dollars. He said 
that he wanted to increase sales over 
llio Chi'i^'^trnas period. But in all his 
arguing with the umpires, which 
went on for at least nine minutes, 
It is doubtful if Lillee made such a 
mercenary point. Bather, he prob¬ 
ably drew the umpires’ attention to 
the fact that laws of cricket outlaw¬ 
ing synthetic bats will not be intro- 
dticcfl until next April. 

Soon Hodiicy Hogg, twelfth man 
because of a back strain, entered the 
arena. A messenger as it turned out. 
The order from captain Greg Chap¬ 
pell was to come off and get a willow 
bat. Lillee left the field but was 
soon back — still with the alumi¬ 
nium bat. The whole farce ended 
when Hogg reappeared with two wil¬ 
low bats and Greg Chappell. It 
PICTURES : A. P. 


was an angry Greg Qiappoll who tola 
Lillee ’enough is enough, get on with 
the game’. 

The incident bi'ought the usual 
vitriol from the p<ins of English writ¬ 
ers and there were calls tor Lillee — 
a ‘balding 30* as one already bald 
critic called him — to be banned foi 
life. Hopefully there will be none 
of that and the whole silly incident 
will be let lie. 

Just as a point of interest though 
Lillee did use the same bat in 
the first Test against the West In¬ 
dies in Brisbane, without any protest 
from Dcryck Murray. 

Whatever the attributes of alumi¬ 
nium bats one thing is ettrtain : Den¬ 
nis Lillee was so moved by Brear- 
ley's objection, from then on he did 
much to shatter any hope England 
had ot winning this Test. And sure 
ly after the first da.y those hop<»s 
were high. Australia were just 232 
for eight wickets, sent in, and rou¬ 
ted by that iiiagnifiixuit cricketer lau 
Botham. 

What a start he gave England ! la 
only the .second over of the match 


he got one to rip back at Bruce X*aiixi 
and hit hirn plumb. Australia were 
only two runs on. He had Border 
tlie same wav with the score at 17 
and at 20 the new boy opener Wei¬ 
ner was run out. Greg Chappell 
pushed Botham wide of DJlky at raid- 
wicket, but the lanky six footer 
swooped and his true throw found 
Weiner just short. 

Only Kim Hughes stood solid. He 
watched Gn^g Chappell play a laxy 
shot to a Botham uutswinger and 
Toohey caught off a lop-edged hook. 
When he was sadly out on &9, 80 
minutes before stumpis. he joined ten 
rdher Australians: Clem Hill. C^ar- 
MacCartney. Arthur Chipperfield, 
Bill Brown. Keith Miller. Arthur 
MOitis, Cohn McDonald. Bob Cowper, 
Tan Chappell and Boss Edwards. He 
had tried for his century with a pull 
off Underwood, but it went hard« but 
straight, to Brcdrlcy at forward 
square leg, was 234 tnlmites 
the wicket, hit ten fours and faced 
193 balls. An innings of aggressioc 
but ternpcied with some auihorita 
live dcfciKC. 

Mmsh and Bright followed, caught 
by keet>er Taylor, the Marsh dismis¬ 
sal being a real beauty, wide and 
one handed down the legside. On 
the second morning the Australians 
lasted only 40 minutes and a good 
deal of that c'entred around Lilicc 
and Ills bat. All out 244 — altogo- 
ihcf a very forgettable performance. 



Derek Randall is briUiantly caught at sectmtl slip by Kim liuyhes off 2, 
Dennis Lillee for 0 





Denim Lillee araueas with umpirm O^don^ieil th^r use of his aluminium bat (left) and captam Greg Chap-^ 

pell ends the alumimitm bat confront at i<m when he brings out a wooden hat whieh finally lAUee occevts 


T hen came one of the 

game’s more memorable mo¬ 
ments — and again Lillee was at 
the centre of the action. Infuriated 
by the bat inddent be stormed in to 
bowl. Randall was on strike. Lillee 
no'bailcd and very nearly decapitated 
the ducking, weaving Randall. Two 
balls later, Randall left, a victim of 
fright 

It was again a short ball, rcarin;^ 
from one of the greenish tinges that 
gave Bothem so much life when he 
made yet another five wicket haul 
in an Australian innings. RandaU’s 
left leg splayed to leg. his right back 
towards the middle .slump, his bat 
hung limply, the ball took the edge 
and at second slip Kim Hughtis dived 
low to his right and came up with 
the tell scooped in his right hand. 


Then Willey, bolding down the 
vital number three spot on* the 
strength of his onc-day success, play¬ 
ed a poor back defence, and edged 
Oymock to first slip. IVo for 12 
When Lillee got Boycott on the pads 
it was three for 14. On the last ball 
before lundi, left-hander Gower just 
couldn’t get away from a Lillee lif¬ 
ter and Marsh look the gloved catch, 
■^onr for 41. 


28 


ITien, incredibly. Brearley allowed 
Miller, an all-rounder, to tel ahead 
of him in the order. He edged 
Thomson to second slip and it was 
live for 74. Six for 90 when Botham 
left and seven for 123 when Greg 
Chappell bowled Tayk>r. Oiappell 
eight overs, four maidens, one for 
four. Yet, by stumps, Brearley and 
DiUey. the youngster playing his first 
Test, had shovoi courage to take the 
score along to 177. 


Major interest on the third mom* 
ing again centred on the incredible 
Dennis Lillee. He needed one wic¬ 
ket to join an illustrious group with 
100 wickets in Tests against England. 
Ironically, he got it by getting bis 
«-dveisary of two days earlier, the 
England captain Brearley. And how 
briltirtiitly he did it I In his second 
ov»‘r of the morning he began with 
a tairly ncgiilation, good line, good 
kmgth delivery. The next was a 
very fast, a bit shoit, but 
lifting brutally past the edge of the 
he.^itaiit Brearlcy’.s bat as he shuffled 
bark. 

The next—the same aggressive run 
In suggesting a similar short ball. 
Instead, a well pitched leg cutter 
that took the stumbling Brearley’s bat 
f!<ige and Marsh, and the slips were 
jubilant. Bivarley didn’t even look 
at the umpire. And England looked 
done at eight for 185. Yet Dilley 
lound good support in Underwood 
and then the slashing bat of Willis. 
And Australia's lead was reduced to 
a meagre 16. Diliey had batted a 
remarkable 207 minutes. 

B y now rais was a very 

good Test. Once again England 
had .shown, just as they did on their 
Ashes winning tour a season bade, 
that they arc great fighters. Thom- 
.son and Lillee hadn’t really done the 
damage expected although Lillee had 
made those early inroads. Still, at 
slumps on the third day Australia 
looked unbeatable. They were IW. 
or 184 on, with Greg CnappcU and 
Alan Border well in command. 

It was a-surprisingly good start 
for Australia, who in recent seasons 
have struggled to reach 60 without 


loss. But Weiner and I.aird began 
watchfully, then when Underwood 
and Miller took over, ]auachc<l into 
their shots with an aggression that 
often Aaw the ball skic^ over the in¬ 
field surely and safely 


it was Underwood who got the 
break. Weiner jumped down to him 
and Clacked him back over his head 
into the crowd, then fell bat pad. 
caught by Randall right in his bip 
pocket. Randall fielding ridiculously 
close, though in his protective hel¬ 
met. 

An over or iwo earlier, Willey, in 
a helmet, was struck a terrible blow 
under the left ear. He left the field 
for stitcher. Laird swept hard and 
although Willey swerved away and 
ducked, the ball clipped just at the 
point the* helmet and head meet. 
Quite obviously something has to be 
done to stop fieldsmen taking reck¬ 
less chances — and intimidating bats¬ 
men — Just because they are wear¬ 
ing these helmets. 


So, Australia one for 91. Nine 
runs later Lakd ^ot a beauty from 
Undeiwood. It kicked and turned 
and brushed Laird’s glove then pad. 
Taylor juggled but held on gleefully. 
That was England’s last success for 
the day. 

Yet, such are the fluctuations of 
cricket that the fourth day, right un¬ 
til! the very last minutes, was all 
England's. Well...again there was 
that man Lillee, stirring and damp¬ 
ing their chances just when they had 
Australia on the ground and writh¬ 
ing. 





Ian Bt}lhiLrn (ahtfs evasive nciion as Kitn 
fovr 


fluqhes cuts Underwood 


Greg Chappell, 43 not out, and 
Alan Border 32 not out overnight, 
had the match at their feet. Already 
they bod added 68. This was the 
moment to kill Brearley’s men. But 
)ff the fourth ball of the morning 
Chappell, alwiws the aggressor, 
danc^ to Underwood. It was a 
clever ball, slower and dropping. 
Chappell stopped and chang^ his 
drive to a square cut, sliding back 
his foot. He missed and the stump* 
ing appeal was upheld. It looked to 
me he was back. Whatever, it was 
tragedy. 

Worse followed. Five wickets went 
in, all for just 57. And the man 
who put England back in the game 
... who else but Ian Botham I He 
had trouble with a groin strain m 
this innings yet never once ^d he 
slacken pace, quell his fire or stabilise 
his variation as his captain made in¬ 
credible demands on his stamina. He 
bowled the whole pre-lunch session. 

' Hughes was his first, edging an out- 
swinger to Miller at second slip. 
Toohey tried to hook the bouncer. 
One wonders now about Peter Too¬ 
hey. Fve lost count the number of 
times England have picked him up 
on that shot. Twice in this Test 
alone. He merely got a glove and 
Taylor did the rest. That was five 
for 191. Then Marsh scooped an in- 
swinger .simply to Gower at back¬ 
ward-square near the umpire. And 
Bright got an offciitter that kept low. 
At seven for 225 "Australia were 
done. 

At the other end Alan Border still 
hadn't reached 50 but theie was no 
Questioning bis temperament as he 
mixed sturdy defence with some 
super cover hitting. And so to Lillee, 
once again. I suppose Botham beat 
his forward groping bat at least half 
a dozen times early on. Yet lillce 
ituck. White helmetcd; head down, 
bat slanted, concentration obvious. 

Brearley at slip and sometimes silly 
tiiid-off looked like a deadbeat with 
that ugly beard, iioppy hat, beneath 
which was a ^c^adiiy deteriorating 
composure. Lillee has revelled in 
these crisis before. Once he hit 
England for 68 at Lord’s when 
Australia were in terrible trouble. 
Here, he made only 19 of a 76 scand 
for the eighth wicket with young 
Bolder, but again it saved Australia. 

Border was superb. It was his third 
Test century, and took him 3^ 
minutes with 13 fours off 280 balls. 
It will live in his memory very pro¬ 
bably, no matter what his future 
achievements, as the Innings of his 
career. It is fair to say it won 
Australia this Test, an histroic win 
with the the Packer and official cric 
keters reunited. And when be wa.s 
109 he tried to hook Dilley away. 
But the ball slanted at him from 
leg to off getting him a sickening, 
thudding blow to the left eye. He 
went on, Ueeding and needed five 
stitches before he bravely came back 
to fight with the tail. 

So distressed was Brearley by the 


ro.sponi>iblc batting of the Au.stralian 
lower order he had to bring btick 
the dead-tired Botham to get rid of 
of the last wicket, Dymock or Thom¬ 
son. ft was Thomson, who missed 
aiming a giant slog and gave Botham 
five wicked again and match figures 
of 11 for 176. It was the twelfth 
time in Tests that Botham had taken 
five wickets or more in an innings. 

T he innings ended in fad- 

ing, but even light, something 
which did not escape Boycott and 
Uandall when they came out to be¬ 
gin the chase for 354 and victory. 
They appealed against the light be¬ 
fore facing a ball. It was rejected. 

The Lillee and Randall show was 
repeated. Another no-ball first up. 
Then a sizzling bouncer. Randall 
sort of jumped, folding his body, his 
cap screwing sideways and landed 
knees bent. He looked like some 
circus stuntman. He survived only 
to go to the other end where he 
padded up to a Geoff Dymock iaswin- 
ger that would have knocked all 
three stumps over. England one for 
19 when bad light stopped play. 

There was a moment on the hnal 
day when a win seemed a chance. 
Willey went early, the same way as 
Randall, and Gower and Boycott 


plungi^l arid plodded on. Gower, 
Hiishy and luckily dropped twice. 
Boycott solid, bolding the fort. It 
ended when Gower hit a simple catch 
to mid-wicket. England throe down 
and nearly 300 behind could only 
hoDc for a draw. 

That they lasted until 49 minutes 
from stumps was due only to Boycott 
who batten stoically through the inn¬ 
ings for an unbeaten 99. This was 
vintage Boycott. He’s wearing a hel¬ 
met now and gone are the deficiencies 
against pace. He is side-on again in 
technique, something he lost last sea¬ 
son when he did so miserably out 
here. And he is playing with new 
attacking flair, cutting w^l and driv¬ 
ing with power. Nobody really stay¬ 
ed with him except Gower, l^bam 
and Taylor for a short time. Least 
of all Brearley in terms of courage. 

One can only wonder just what is 
going on in the England captain's 
mind. He batted at six in the first 
innings, behind two all-rounders In 
Willey and Miller. In the second, he 
even batted behind the tired Botham 
and came in number seven. England 
left out Gooch here, and opener Lar¬ 
kins. Of course Brcarlev*s captaincy 
and ^ fighting first innings 56 will 
save him. But Willey will surely go. 
even if he is a good one-day cricketer. 


News: National 


SANTOSH TROPHY 

Who else 
but 

Bengal ? 

ARIJ/T SEN reports from 
Coimbatore 

B engal proved once again 

that It has the be-5t football 
talent in the country when it notch¬ 
ed up a lecord fifth lime m-a-row 
viitory in the National football 
chjiiipionshjps which concluded at 
Coiinbdtore on December 26 1979. 
Ihis was Bengar** 19th vulory in its 
^th appearance in the 36th Nation- 


11 was a victory for professional 
TooibalL in the sense that players^ 
liom continuous experience, knevy 
just when to give of" their best. They 
reserved it for the final against 
Punjab, whom they met for the 
fourth time in the last round. On 
two occasions, they had lost, but 
this was a test In neutral territory* 

PICTURES LAXMAN PODDAR 



Bhask4xr-^player of the tournament 



H^lidRtics 
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Tuttltf for th« IkM Ben{/aPs Bldeah Bore and KeroloV Banafcarm 

m thekr df‘«i'tar-lbud> Ua. The match eiulod godttata 


|ii0 gtruMo wdbD of fill ewiitioai 
oain^m'USfmn by the ball, id the 
Am leg bettveen Fmiab md Kar^ 
iiatajkia It Wat boniiciiig mudi like 
t tufiby ball woukl^ But referee 
Mtttinna lefueed tb duinge it, des 
pile bdtli teamft and angry apecia- 
Wt demandhgg it from the time 
of the lOckHDiff. intimately, th. 
fourth referee, setgfng Ike oppor¬ 
tunity of the ball goiiig out 
pley^ rolled in anoHier at the t 
ortune moment The game contl- 
nimd Without a hitdi dieieafter. 
bm both teanis^ failed to reaUae 
that the balL toow was o 

fedlve. 

It vms learnt later that the refer¬ 
ees instructort Mr* Ikrani'Ui-Huq, 
was in charge of pumping and tes¬ 
ting footballs before play. It was 
purely a case of ovei>pumping t 
the bdirihat led to the mis-shapen 
object pranang around the field. 
The most surprising aspect of this 
e^sode is that this particular 
brand of ball has been used all ov¬ 
er the country tor alinbst all the 
top tournaments, including the 
Federation Cup. Rovers, Durand 
and 0^ for years without any 
complaints. Only here, in the most 
exdting rounds of the Nationals, 
has ttis problem cropped up. It it 
beiasiuse there is a rival firm which 
stands to gain if this particular 
one is disgraced ^ Could one term 
it baH-politics ? 


Bengal had tiic Sanlosh Trophy 
vlitually In then bag from the kick¬ 
off. Twice they were thwarted by the 
goal/framework — in the first 15 
minutes. And Punjab, conversely, had 
only one scoring opportunity. 

The champions did not play to their 
usual machine-like perfection, but the 
mobility of the team was greatly en¬ 
hanced by the fact that policeman 
Manoranjan medio Prasun gave their 
best display in the champlon^p. 
Prasun worked tirelessly to Iceep the 
forwards on the go. Unfortunately, 
only Xavier Pius played his usual 
game in attack. Both Manash and 
Bldeah gave a trying time to the Pun¬ 
jab defence, but they made little 
constructive contribution to the game. 

Punjab lost not only because they 
were outclassed, but because they did 
not have anyone with the game-mak¬ 
ing abilities of Inder Singh. Narinder 
Gurung did not fill the bill. The cru¬ 
cial mistake in midfield was the nan- 
marking of Prasun. 

Their cup of woe was filled when 
Sttkhvinder. In trying to thwart 
$habbir*s soonog attempt, (dammed 
the ball Into his own goal In the 32nd 
minute of the first half. Thift remind* 











ed one of a similar goal secured by 
Punjab in the Calcutta Nationals 
when Bengal defender Dilip Pallt put 
the ball in his own net But whereas 
that was in a quarter>ftaal tie, one 
can*t get away with a similar i^stake 
In a final. If memory serves me right 
this was the first own-goal dedsion 
in a final of the Nationals. 

The organisers and the players 
must be congratulated for oondnct- 
Ing such an important match without 
any hitch or frayed tempers. 

The Bengal boys had asked IFA 
secretary Ashok Ghosh to g^t them 
home by air if they won the Santosh 
Trophy. No one was happier to foot 
a Rs 20.000 bill than the beaming 
IFA secretary who had come down to 
witness the final. 

But, looking at Bengal play in 
Coimbatore, one found the State’s 
almost complete dominance of the 
National soccer field a little difficult 
to imagine. The players were far 
below their best and tended to lapse 
into both lethargy and indifferenoe 
for long stretches after each burst of 
activity. They were like crusty shells, 
bent with over^posure and over-in¬ 
dulgence. 

Looking at it in another way, 
Bengal helped to expose the depth 
to which the Indian standard has 
sunk. Despite their instjad display, 
Bengal were still good enough to 
win without much jiailbiting One 
remembers how, in the last Natio¬ 
nals at Srinagar. Bengal got 
past Maharashira only in extra 
time in the second leg of the semi¬ 
final and then beat Goa in the final 
with the active co-operation of refer¬ 
ee Fredenck D’Souza. But the dec¬ 
line which seemed to set m last year 
plunged Indian football to its nadir 
in Coimbatore. There was no team 
worth the name — and the only two 
promising players one saw were 
linkman Fareed of Andhra Pradesh 
and stopperback Subramani of 
Karnataka. 

IITHEN THE SEMI-FINALS BE- 
vV gan one expected the winners 
of the Bengal-Goa double leg battle 
to lift the Santosh Trophy, because 
on paper, Karnataka were better 
than iHinjab and they were exjiected 
to be easy meat for either of the 
two. 

But, again. Punjab stole the show 
in the first leg. They were all over 
the Karnataka side and could have 
scored on at least four occasions. 
Uitunately, referee Coutinho and 
linesman Kedar Mour came in their 
wgv. A perfectly legitimate goal by 
striker Balwmder, who headed home 
a freekick, was allowed by the refe¬ 
ree, but then the dedsion was re- 
yersed after he consulted the lines¬ 
man. After the match, Mour told me 
he had not signalled Balwmder off¬ 
side, an infringement for which the 
goal was disallowed. Needless to 
add, the referbe could not reach the 
ball or the players, despite the fact 



Aiusha (Andhra Pradedh) comm otet of hir dugrge to thimnt Shabbjr AM 
(Bengcl) os CTiandnosalchar looks oit. Andhra held Bengal 11 


Over to 

Basha 

(again) 

rvESPRE AU. w SHTfiy- 
Mtism at bam, aad tin Uo» 
isum oC low puyoia wlio «re 
DMx^ laioa afarwuli Indian foot- 
baU bw mada no lioadway in tbe 
tnternaUonat arena tot the Mt 17 
year»-.>ilie laat iiot 4 d>le trinmph 
being in tbb Jakarta Asian Gaines 
in 186% when ^ Ind^ team 
ttpifaidned by Chnai Cktswand, 
bronidit hone tbe coaeted gotn. 

The had looked aroimd 
and picked coachee^hnoit hke 
tiie provertiiid diidli M 
eook a whugrag wend Qt mom 

and An BaafiRiM All#i 
hMl ^ fafled to MidA h«ok 

^ noutoioos def^ ^ 



... _ 






I 

mm 



8n ha ha* been app<dated cniet 
eaadi of he conntry and vrfll take 
the SbtBMH duUenge to the pre^ 
Qvvm tonraament m Singapore 
to nuihFi^manr. 

of tbe ooadies’ 

. Vittah who is 
: of tbe AIFF. 
toe that In^ was going to 
taka an entirely oew apivoach to 
toentaU, “WeSv been unduly de- 
fendye for a loag time now. It's 
M if wa take the field just wait* 
tog to be defeated. After 
aatoral tonmameots abroad, 
fwd that the onto way to play to¬ 
day to total nttaw. Along with Mr 
Bgaiia . 1 have taken the dedshm 
that^^benoMorih we will adopt 
tbe 3-»4 fortoatioii—'Wteudi means 
A to the at- 
latest technique 
g countries and 
I tobF m shouldn't do 
all* we have no- 

ta to^ 

A toto r dittiSy. 12 bta^s will be 
— Nattonate to at- 

tod phase of tbe pre 
edtop which vdll he held 
(lore frmn toe second 
lannary, 1980. This wih 
the total number m the 
to *We*U take only 

Whb fit into a 3-34 loima 
.JOdu In fact, the final team wilt 
aton ho an the same iiaci>,'’ M 
^1 tahL 
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Gallery talk 

*rtiANNr IN TAiat mbans 

W«ter. But, to the 4lMui4 b»d« 
Baodmt. flto word denotes ^ 
sir of Hffe UofortaMtolb' Her 
them, Tsmil Nada Is not oolr a 
dry state, but an ana wtwio pro- 
bibitton laws are enforced w*. 
almost religions fervour. If a pet 
son is cattaM: edth a bmtle. be 
immediatety put behind bars. No 
questions ask^ nor answw 
given. A Kerala player was sudd¬ 
enly summoned .home. Wmle re¬ 
turning to Coimbatore, be remem¬ 
bered bis thirsty friends, took jnst 
bsif a bottle of the best In erdw 
to be absolutely sure that te 
wouldn't be caught, te put it Into 
« footbatt hoot — the mo^ ui^ 
kely place to be searched. But he 
was nabbed by an extremely wgi- 
lent enforcement somid aM im- 
nwdiately whisked on to the se¬ 
curity* of a lock-up. There was 
pandemonium iu the Kerala canm. 
Hectic parleys ^ 
dal brato nnally *^*ifd to the 
player being released with 
Of course, by then, ^s 
vvere afraid even to dnnk the ort- 
idnal Hhanni’, 

AtTHOYIOH W 

Sl*5Si*oSSfiajS 

Id hill Stotiona. After to^g in the 
preliminary P®ol. ^ 
wanted to taka oaA 
good meinoty of tto 36th Notloa- 
als. So they set ^ fU 

route, however, they ml “ 
acddent and the iMb said they 
wece extremely lad«y to 
ceped without even aeriou mjiiri- 
cs leave alone loss of life. This 
binned tost before 
final matches commenced. There¬ 
after, none of the teams approa- 
the organisers to arrange a 
trip to the hiQs. 

CHHOfAGALUR COT ON TO 
the political map <d the couidry 
only when Bfrs. Indira Gandhi 
won that seat to Parliament to a 
byelection last year. But that 
area has been known to football 
ofBciais fiw years now. Not becan- 
ae of any plwer, but bmuse of a 
spedator. wh^s AIFf offi^ls 
seem to » on forever, there are 
a few other regular faces. No 
matter where the Nationals are 
held, these people will troop in to 
wat^ the proceedings. The most 
famUiar of the$e faces belongs to 
a Chikmagalorlen who has now 
settled in Bombay. Knew to ev¬ 
eryone as just “Narato”. be w 
be watching the Netionab from n 
vantage pontion. Whetoer it is be¬ 
ing held to faraway Nowgong or 
Srinagar, or deep south in Calicut 
or Coimbatme, Narain is always 


present Be has been .wftaemlhl 
the ops and downs of toamt nram 
way Midt in IMl. wito two 
breaks to 111 years. Mild, acfbspo- 
ken Narain, who is ttl to 
Bombay, intevos «p«midt« win^ 
thto pandon for the hghtoCtM 
flomt^tiea fOr a» - 1«MX » Bn 
Uvea. 

TOR IIANASH BHAtTACBtAlb 

e s, Coimbatore haa been ojw long 
ttle (d tie-hreakera. Bia wrt >> 
pearanoe at the Nehru Stodtom to 
Coimbatore waa as ayoung lad den¬ 
ning Bengal cotours to m Junior 
Nationals way hack to IBfS. In t. 
final showdown. ManatB Bad to 
stand at the penalty spsl; and con¬ 
vert a shot. Bengal won. flmL to 
1S78, he had to do the siiito uwen 
Mobun Began drew with JCT to 
the semi-final. Again, Manadi con¬ 
verted and Mohun Bagan went to 
the ItoaL In the 1979 Nationals. 



Monoto—Cototbasons and tto- 
brsokers go togsthar 

be bad to do so again when Bea# 
al tied with Goa. And ttos waa a 
gem of a goal, reminding one of 
the great goal EuseMo soored lOr 
Portugal against Grndon Baaki 
of Engiaod. He shaped to tot to 
the goalkeeper’s riimt 'bnt aM 
the ball to tltt left comer. ^ 
*kMper divedfull-lenii^ oft wO 
wrong side. Manato the aawa 
run-up, coming in a airawt Baft 
to the goaL He pointed hip toft to 
the right of Imeper ^atonadiad 
but chipped the ball to it iWiiM 
to the left The ‘keeper movftd to* 
wrong wto- 

THEBE WAS TBBfittNIlOtlf 
enthusiasm among K^Btos wat¬ 
ching the Nation^ Thto 
descend on Coimbatore nt enn, 
tempos and buses to thewseWto' 


•ftcB time Bftra&k wftit on show. 
The organitors bed a packed sta¬ 
dium, aAfcIi meant a cool Ba i 
plua cadh day. Bat then, 
ttorala draw^wlth Bengal to their 
‘ mtohtotnai pool mimmiient 
wm toll jot tito ta wi B p l oa s h iv 
i nft atanda reverted to ihafr 
J-fl&sd alate. One of to* veiy 
regular Kmalites who rematoeo 
to IM the rest of the chamidim- 
ship said : *Tou people could arr¬ 
ange so many thtogs for so many * 
people. You oouldin amuMe a 
nmtdi ? Wat tt all thatUlcutt 
.-nr n ft that you don't need any 
mere mftnev 7” Talk ahont fixert 
auMMal 

TWO STAR PLAYWfIS HAD TO 
leave midway through the tour- 
aament, tiioum for different rea- 
aona. While Bengal’s Surajlt Sen- 
gupta had to leave because he 
scTstatoed a fresh vround on an 
old iniwry. Asbok Parmer of Pun- 
Bad to go back home because 
s dilld was ilL With such a dear¬ 
th ef talent and good football 
these two players were sorely 
iniiaed. 

NO DESPATCH FROM COIM- 
before would be complete vdthout 
nwntion ef bMpitality. While C»\ 

E is expected to be a good 
Both Srinagar and. eanier, 

, faQed in their duties on 
aaveral fronts. But Cedmbatore 
was dtfteient Every aspect of the 
toftms and the Press and officials, 
were taken care off, with a sodltog 
band tocal officials, who did a 
grand yto thronghout. 

TttHpieeo 

WITH REFEREEING REACH- 
tog «n ebb, talk among spectators 
mMUrafty turned to the good old 
dam wBen some soperviaers bra- 
aeftly "fttod" matches, of oourse. 
fur a conaidenition. One such tale 
was eboul an old, genial man who 
Bad come to Coimbatore to see 
w tournament In bie younger 
dMUi» he was asked to oandnet a 
laildi to Quikm, the oemditioa Be¬ 
ing that it toonid end to a draw. 
"Jnat mave it to me.” waa aU he 
said; flS Be took the ndthi^ • The 
game ptogreaaed at its usual paee. 
WMi uta team leattoig till ab^ 
tto mlautoa nom^tfme. A deemu* 
togJkowH aatofted to deacead oa 

tea a penall^ThekiS^ wSm 
and the gpiil .recorded. Coariug 


, R ft aWlSito Aftl. a tow 
tsDaimmdJeineft « wag «dv liai 

dm idto pmn^IcuIa^^ 

Itod ftivftft# totoed. 

-— . . 
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Andhra ’keeper Masha collects the ball from the feet cf Joyraj fKenu^ 
taka) watched by AUm Khan and Chandrasekhar, The match ended hi 



Narendra Gurung (Punjab) foiled by two Tamil Nadu defenders. Punjab 


tkat the freekide was taken from 
Just outside the penalty area. And 
Goutiiiho is aspiring to he an inter¬ 
national referee! 

But, while that match ended in a 
draw* the Bcngal-Goa tie had sparks 
flying before the former gained a 
slender 1-0 lead In the first leg. After 
Bengal had scored through Xavier 
Pius when he cashed in oniheindco- 
sionofleft fullback Daniel in the fifth 
minute, tempers suddenly started to 
flare, for no reason other than the 
m is h a ndlin g of minor fouls by refe- 
lee Soundarapanoian of Tarnil Nadu. 
While he showed Shyamai Banerjee 
yellow card for just push¬ 
ing an opposition forward, he 
failed to caution players when 
they tended to get rough. 
The result was left flankman 
Jose of Goa kicked Bhaskar Ganguly, 
the Bengal custodian, when the lat¬ 
ter had full control oi the balL 
What would have earned the player 
a red card from any referee worth 
his salt, Soundarapandian merely sig¬ 
nalled a fouL In the ve^ next min¬ 
ute, Manash Bhattacharjee was in¬ 
volved in an identical clash wi^ 
Brahinanand, the Goa keeper. This 
brae, the Goa boys chased Manash 
around the goal aiea. but the referee 
again signalled continuation of the 
game. After this, all hcU broke loose 
until half-time came. It served as 
the bell between boxing rounds and 
served to cool tempers. 

But the point is how do such peo¬ 
ple pass their examinations and how 
are they allowed to conduct matches 
of such importance? Souadarapau- 
dian could certainly do witli a few 
rofresher courses and a lew years 
In village football 

The match iUelf was dominated 
by the short-passing, fleet-footed 
€k>a boys. Bengal let slip the early 
advantage of a gift-goal and played 
in their by-now familiar lethargic 
style, allowing the initiative to be 
wrested by the opposition. Apart 
from the unfortunate Snyamai Bau- 
erjee, none of the Bengal boys 
pl^<^ upto expectations, not even 
the normally ebulhent wingers, 
Manash Bhattacharjee and Bidesti 
Bose. And to say there was lack of 
cohesion would be to make the un¬ 
derstatement of the year. 

When left-half Valentine failed to 
convert a spot kick in the second 
leg of the semi-final, he put the bd 
on all Goa’s efforts at b^tiiig Ben¬ 
gal and entering the final of th^ 
36th nationals. It was the last in the 
line of Goa attempts to vie for a 
national title, which has ^ eluded 
them ever since they got into the 
fray in 1962. Earlier, Babu. who had 
remoed the only scorer in the re¬ 
gular time, Armando as centre-half, 
failed to convert his shot, while four 
Bengal idayers Chinmoy, Subroto, 
MaSish Md Xavier, placed the ^ 
beyond reach of Bra h ma n aniL 

But the match was Goa's all the 
way. They had a firm grip from the 


UK/n 2-0 

first minute and levelled the score 
—^Bengal having been up by one in 
the first leg — in the third minute 
itself. But the pace at which they 
started was diflicult to maintain — 
at least by any Indian team — and 
Goa gradually let slip the psycholo¬ 
gical advantage they gained early in 
the 

But they continued to dominate 
the proceedings with a better brand 
of football They resorted to short 
passes, were quick on the ball and 
never allowed a Bengal player to 
hold the ball for long, unlike Ben¬ 
gal who gave the Goans a lot of 
leeway. Both Manash and Bidesb 
were marked well and it was left to 
Pius to police the entire field and 
try to bring a semblance of cohesion 
in tte Bengal attack. But there was 
never any sure opportunity for Ben¬ 
gal except in the last seconds of 
the match when linkman Amulraj 
failed to convert an angular dhoi 
very close to the goal So Bengal left 
it to the tie-breaker to dedde an 
issue thrown open by Armando’s | 
first time volley into the net off a I 
flagkick in the third minute of play. I 


Punjab took their appointed place 
in the final, their fourth entry into 
the last round of the jiationals— but 
even their most ardent supporter 
would not have predicted such a 
flattering margin of victory. For 
three goals against a well-combined 
KarnaOca was something that was 
beyond belief, especially when the 
second leg started. Karnataka start¬ 
ed with a bang, forcing the Punjab 
defence into several minor lapses. 
However, when the first half was 
drawing to a close, it became appa 
rent that Karnataka were fast losm 
control of the match, especially after 
captain and striker P. Kumar missed 
an absolute sitter. 

Two minutes from lemon time, 
Narlnder Gurung latched on to a 
ball outside the penally area a 
^fter dribbling three players, let 
fly a left-footer on the run, which 
went low and swerved past the out 
stretched hand of custodian Mohan 
Oass to enter the far corner of the 
net 

Despite relentless pressure in the 
second session, Karnataka vrent^^ 




NOW WE'VE 
REALLY COMEf 

ARE YOU 
READY ? 

GEMM 

CIRCUS 




PARK CIRCUS 
MAIDAN 


Bengal's 

'battles' 

npilERE WAS GRUDCmG ACC- 
" ^ptaoce of Ikm^al In tbe Sr.- 
tMgar NaUonats b«<ia 4 $<i Mohd 
Alkbar happened to be a super*etar 
there. But there was ao one to eor 
dear the titie-holders iu Cotniba- 
tore. So from the very first day 
Bengal had to face an irate crowd 
that whistled, jeered and booed the 
players on and off the field. 

Apparently, it all began in the 
Federation Cttp which was held 
here last year, wherein ugly ujen- 
es were witnessed when Mobuo 
Began met BSP, But whereas the 
fact that some BSF playere had 
picked up flagposts to M used as 
spears was tgnored when these 
very players donned the Fonjab 
colours, Mohun Bagan's alleged 
misdetneanonrs were not forgoMnn, 
And this Was whetted hy another 
incident which occurred ra the 
first day Bengal played id Colmba- 
tere. Bmh yammu and Kashmir 
and Bengal happened to he sporo 
hag the same colours Naturally, 
there was a toss to dedde whidi 
team would keep wearing Uieir 
original colours. Bengal lost th« 
toas and decided to get a fresh to 
td shirts from their boteL a kilo 
metre away from the Nehru $ta 
<Hum. The spectators did not like 
the delay, especially since Bengal 
refused to wear the jerseys sought 
to be supplied hy toe otgaoisers. 


This set the trend. It was wor¬ 
sened by two factors. First, thv 
hebavlonf of the Bengal play r 
on the field, 'fbey tended to be 

a nick of temper and employed a 
lie tridics of professionalism to 
prevent the opposition from gaii, 
fng any kind of advantage, ti 
pushing at cruoai yuncbires m de¬ 
laying the taking of a tree kick. 
But these are tactics employed 
all over the world today. Anyway, 
the crowd didn't like it. New tha 
apparent disdain with wbkh Bern 
gal treated all oppoaltipn, esped- 
atl^ in the tnllial stajSea of the 
toarnameDt. 


Then/tharh unt'k reijsAt'ih d- 
loesl waekfa^ that nn edfiateatian 
among Benwia and nonBengafia 
in the stiuad had led to flst.llibtw 
'Hiis sensatlbnal story Whs not glv' 
ly denied by the Bengal aanagsF 
hut the latter forced an'anotwa.* 
from the nmianne concern^ fwa- 
cause It had based its reptut pn 
hearsay. But the damage had 
been done and the spectators 
were doubly woikied bn, 


ahnsive hutguage by a section «t 
the spectators, some of them spat 
on the players when they were. 
mAurhing to their dressing room 
at half-time in their quarter-final 
pool match against Kerala, Suhro- 
to Bhattadiarjee is reporten 
have made an fndeosnt gesture 
directed at tiSsft saction of the cro¬ 
wd. Suddenly, these people leU 
they were wronged. They came rn 
masse'tp the TNPA president. Mr 
Viftal and demanded “action” 
against the Bengal player. They 
threatened to ‘Tavaae” the hotel 
the Begat players were staying 

S if their demand was not met 
r. Vittal wrote a letter to the 
Bengal manager urging him to 
caution his players and ensure 
good conduct. Apparently, he did 
net know the reason behind th<- 
outburst. 


The Bengal manager repUed to 
the letter in a diptomatic wav. not 
wishing to create any unplrasaut- 
ness. Actually, diplomacy came 
natiirally to hinv, having eaiber 
anashed a move by some teams 
to ban the playcis weaiiug >i>ig> 
on their fingers. “Do the rule* go¬ 
verning football state that a play¬ 
er cannot believe in astrology ?' 
he asked the general meeting of 
managers, presided over by Mi 
Vittal. Obviously, there was no 
answer to that and that particuiai 
C^s was avoided Despite that 
fevlty, howsver, the whole episode 
left a bitter taste in iho momh 


IF ANY TEAM WhBe TO UET 
a best squad tiopby, Puniab would 
qualify ahead ot every other 
team. Yhls is suipusmg, because, 
m the past, this side always had 
St le^ a couple of temperamen- 
tal stars. AU these years, they 
.would get embroiled In some al- 
teraetJon or other, m line w-iMi 
their club side;, whieJt "demonst¬ 
rated” in almost every touinarae- 
nL Teams like BSF and JCT have 
a reputation foi that. But this 
year $ Funjab state team has been 
a mofiei of consistency in exem¬ 
plary behaviour. No matter what 
the pruvocation. the boys have 
concentrated on the ball and con- 
rfPned playing the game in the 
spirit ol the game. One can easl- 
iinaginti what Bengal, Goa. Kaiv 

S ntfika or any other team would 
ave done had Coutloho disallow¬ 
ed «a fiettulnh a goal as the one 
dbtnittea by Funjab m their semi- 
^1 JBrM leg against Karnataka. 
But tna Punjab boys got on with 
gaiom without a murmnr This 
'hiwemev such instances througfi 
'laiur the tottmament have led spec¬ 
tators to betievp that Punjab were 
..opi!.jhisk pwrsuittg but living up to 
'piti iwftf. 


The net result whs that, in addl* . 
thm to the heckling and use ‘«P ft. A, S.' 

..wVS 
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Without a goal mainly because then J 
forwards did not get much help 
fiom the inidtu Id In the 75th rmn 
ute, MohjfKku Siugh the outside 
right, got tla ball on the halthne, 
raided UAvaids tin. i>enally area un 
opposed bairmg one defender and 
a using shot which beat Mohan 
Oass Ihiee minutes later. Kama 
taka wcie iiirther humiliated whei 
Nimidfr Gurung ni a cross to the 
pcniliv in a to f.rtd the grateful 
Lfad ot Mohindcr Smgh who saw 
the ball tl\ into thr goal 

Punji h i } in \vl ch continued 
improving viith < very turnout and 
naturally the final was expected to 
be a rousing n*itrh, with expen 
ciuN d md a fii^lUing Puaajb 

vying for honoui 

C r US 1 IK M AI CH Et> B£ 

* {Mil wnh Nigiland absenting 
fhfm lv(L^ liif polin' players who 

tonn lb( fmlli of tie II im not get 
tinp k i\t > hv hofr>^ sith opened the 
PMccctliiigs wiUi a Lonviuang 20 
vuioiy (»vi I vvltipp !ig bjvs Oujaiat 
who line tl**^ dub oiis distinction of 
h It I p n rh mi m im nniiiber of 
.V tm 1J74 nationals in Jull 
u/irh — iH lUngil But there 
w^ I* » 1 ihJ r ir \ictuiies Ihia 

tif i FM d if rytMia 

i ohj i I i‘ ii nSn I nd Andhra I 
ha I vic'oin to tluii ciodit 

All <iu c\pMt U ceds’ went 
Unough u; U (luuUihnal pools. 
lh< o i) i!jU5( leint, the insipid 
di pLi\ hv U I Ss i> who niinaged 

Xf h* \( M oMphi hos were badly 
diiliOt^d i'linjah tin s<ou being 
bo I oi i (CfiTii iiiMdg 1 sirong bast. 
ii» tft c ai d \\v outh it was a 
'id 

Jhe qiUEler finals however, pro 
sided 1 difhrtal loiy While Ben 
gnl, Kiinat»ki K'rala and Andhra 
were lo one group Sei vices, Tamil 
Nadu Punjab and Goa comprised 
the othi r Knaid w< h <x|x.(ttd to 
pifvidi Ih ng d Iht. toughest compe 
tition wliile (ma s onl\ challenge to 
supH niacy sceriud lo be piovided 
by Services 

The «^iupn‘;e < imc fiom the most 
unexpected qua»^t< rs After thiusting 
home ron\intin|:dy against Kama 
taka m the hi si i^iicuuntei, Bengal 
faced unexpciltd opposition irom a 
graduaDv impioving Andhra outfit 
When the fonni^ r rested on their 
oars aflei an eaily goal Andhra 
quietly but iiiexoiably look conUol 
of the ganu and m the last 20 
minutes scored the equaliser and 
looked good for at least one more 
After this, Bengal had no way but 
to go all out against Kerala. who 
needed a victory lo get past Kama 
taka on pomts The gatue ended in 
a diaw, but it leit the spectators* 
giu ang tooul which wai» the belter 
ftuk 

In the other half, Goa had an easy 
time* against Punjab, but haa to ^ 
content wiln a draw when they met 
Services, who looked certain, at that 


'Home 
Xmas 
better than 
winning' 

S TAYING IN THE SAMB HOT^ 
el as the Goa outfit, l was ¥nt< 
ness to then careftee— and very 
healthy—attitude to fonthaU and 
life in general Even the m6$t 
hardened correspondent would 
have been suiprised by Uie laslia- 
viour of tho boys after they had 
given their all to the second U 
Bem^final and tost to Bengal in 
the tie-breaken There was teug. 
cr, gaiety and a doaten diltiOs b 
fore the boys broke into full thi 
ated <iong, accompanied by clap 
Beats and dancings Seeing* them/ 
one would think Goa had jest vron 
the Nationals. There was not one 
moro^ countenance - and no 
trace ot biterness One could well 
Imagine what tlie scene would 
have been in the Bengal camp had 
lliev been beaten - isprually 
they had been the better $tdl« on 
the field, as Goa ware. 

Old-timer Joseph Bathnam, whq 
had played for BaiaHhan fn 
hey-day in Calcutta, came as Goa 
coach for the thud time ‘'took. 
It IS a inUack: that we loacbea 
the serai final/* he said "‘Do yon 
know, eight of our main pfayeia 
are Injured ’ And we brought on¬ 
ly 20, One boy s {giber had 
so he did not practise but came 
straight on to the NallonaH Ano¬ 
ther joined late because his moth 
er (bed the niaht before we were 
to leave Goa C J> Francis could 
not come at all And he li. our 
main striker Then >oa saw bow 
Nicholas Pereira repeatedly got 
injured He earned on bravely 
but ultimately couldn't take the 
field against Btngtl in lb; i^ccpfid 
leg. I^*akasH Naik was atiothr*r 
casualty. So we were without our 
key defendei and ace forwards 
Darnel bad to bo pulkd back ftum 
his usual half bade position and so 
we were left with a totally untii'* 
^ combmatton 

“Not that h was aiw different 
when we were in Goa Difilcuttv 


Id commumcaBug with tlio boys^ ^ 
who are scattered m different v31b 
ages across the teirltory. fs the 
main probfem. Our assOciuUoa 
does not bavei the lands to 

mofith-tong coaching camp 
So we just JJCt the bovs together 
a wbek before the Nationals and 
do as beat as we can. 

'•Above all we feel the lack of i 
a aittdmib. THece Is brnmendfiiura 
enlhusiaatn about footbaJU in Goa 
but ihojDn to very httie money o 
anaa ihero to uo scope to mj* 
finances thre^ date, coltoctiims. 
Thfi presofit ttoverntaent donH not ^ 
seem to be too keen io erect a 
dmoi for lootbalL Doleas there ^ 
more encouragement from the 
Govemmeut, individual munifioan- 
ce can hardly bo expected to meet 
t^he ti'eineadous cost of getting to** ’ 
ther 20-plus players for a moJOr 
or more The day tve have the 
capacity to do that, wc will win 
the Natiomto quite easily/' 

Mr Batbnam took the team to 
the Patna Nationiiv^ where Goa 
really made its presence felt A 
difierent coath saw Goa ousted in 
the preliminary pool matches ui 
Catcutta tssi year in S:ifl[aga^ 
Goa lost to Bengal m the final- 
They met their nerae^n again j 
C oimbaloro. This Bengal juu 
they have ntv<* beaUti Bengal — 
seemed to be the only factor res¬ 
ponsible for tlictr defeat this time. 


That, and lack of big time ex¬ 
perience It the (jioa boys travel 4.c 
paiu of the country to 
pUy club comp^^utious, they will 
be able to gam more experSento 
and become more mature players 
Participation in Delhi, Bombay 
and CakatU uimpetitioas on a 
guLif bo MS wlU go a long way In 
making limiti finished products, 
Jhetr btand ^if iootbaU was the 
ticsi ni (he nmatiy, but they 
could out piovc their saperionty 
m teims ul match victories. But 
doc's wituimg matu-r all that 
much, espeonBy tq those who Cim 
still trtai fuotbaU as an amateur 
sport ’ U did not mattoj tq the 
lovable Ghaas, who shouted In 
unision 'we Will be home for 
ChnstinasK Could theps be any* 
tlnug more impodint. or Ueart- 
wnrmtos, thao 

A S 


stdfrf, to make it lo the last lour, 
having btateiji raunl Nadu cailiu 
But both leaders had % surpiise m 
store Fast Goa met aa inspired la 
mil Nadu, who were without a point 
In the k^aguc till Uu n. Dogged resist 
ante m th first session ind <oncvited 
assault in the ‘•econd almost brought 
them victory. Then it was the turn 
of Services They had only to draw 
with Punjab to qualify foi the 
aerms. But they were shocked out of 


their wits by the heavy roller tii;«t 
meal they got fiom the tough 
norlberntrs hn/ni tins stait Punjab 
stoiined the Services atadcl and m 
an unbthe\abk Uis^ h««U, could 
have scoiv'd it \ ist h /i * iozea 
tunes bid they not na^t^d Mtt^js li 
was only pnttic justice that the Scr 
vices missed two giltvnlged cbauc:es 
in the dymg minutes—to leave Pun 
jcib with a match winner that canu? 
lour mmates irom lime 
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3UBROTO CUP 

The East 
reigns 
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SOCCER 
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* the East zone is bright One 
:ani€ to this conclusion after watch* 
ing the Subroto Cup Football Tourna¬ 
ment matches in New Delhi. Teams 
from this part of the country have 
been doing well consistently. And 
since they are ail teenagers, it augurs 
well for the game. In this year’s 
tournament there were three 
teams in the semi-finals finm the 
Eastern region. The Cup was won 
by the Ibemcha High School, Kha- 
tiam, (Manipur). In the final they 
defeated a team from the adjoining 
Slate of Assam, the Government 
High School of Kokr^har. The 
rnatchwiuuer was scored in the first 
half by striker Privokumar, from a 
gentle nod off a cross from the right 
flank by Gafur. 

fhe hf^SiUm semi-finalists were 
Madhyamgram High School from 
Madhyamgram (West Bengal). Last 
years ruoncrs-up, they lost 1-2 to the 
Manipur boys. The West Bengal 
players showed good footwork but 
they lost becau^ of their poor 
shooting. 

Last year’s champions, St. An¬ 
thony's High School from Shillong, 
were eliminated by the Assam team 
in the semi-finals.^ The holders bad 
started the campaign on a promising 
note by routing C^vernment School, | 
Poonamallee, by nine goals to nil. I 
They, however, did not do as well in 
the next match against Zila Sdiool, 
Dumka, winning by only two goals. 
In the semi-finals, the Shillong hoys. 















A mometU durirui the fmnt, 

who last year had the benefit of 
coaching from former India captain, 
P. K. Banerjee, did not click. They 
struggled desperately to find form 
but the Assam team knocked them 
out. 

In all, 28 teams entered the tourna¬ 
ment this year, which began in ].%() 
under the name of the “Little Du¬ 
rand". Air-Marshal Subroto Mukher- 
jee 'was the chairman of the tourna¬ 
ment committee. On his demise the 
tournament was named after him. 
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Viw boys of the ibemcha School^ Mantpur, prewUy hold atoft the subroto 

‘Cm....,..., 


Best teams from ah parts of the coun¬ 
ty are invited every year and encoura¬ 
gement is given to young players in 
the shape of scholarships. This year 
also sixteen players were selected for 
the award of scholarships. They are: 
Yogendra (Motilal Nehni School 
Rai, Haryana), Dip Charan (Govt. 
School, Assam), Ram Pravesh Shar 
ma (KCC, Bihar). Luis Souza (St 
Rita's,“ Goa), S. M. Nagvi (Sports 
School, Lucknow), Piinti (Govt. 
School, Dimapiir), Tunge (Govt.. 
School, Along), Moliinder Lai (Govt. 
School Mahilpur, Punjab). Ashley 
Gibbs (St. Paul, Bombay), Shiyito 
(NCC, North East Region), George 
Mathews (G. V. Raja, Kerala), Ful- 
moon (St. Anthony's Shillong), Man- 
ju Kumar (Zila School, Bihar), Ibo- 
sing (Ibcmcha, Manipur) and Hil¬ 
lary (Govt. School, Car Nicobar), and 
Pradip Sengupta (Madhyam- 

gram. West Bengal. 

The team from Goa impressed the 
most. They put up a stated struggle 
against the Manipur boys and went 
down by three goals to two. This was 
also perhaps the best match in the 
whole tournament 

The Punjab boys displayed more 
accent on power and strength but 
were erratic in their shooting an 
passing and therefore could not pn)- 
gress in the tournament. The players 
from Bihar, Dimapur, Bombay and 
Lucknow also showed talent and skill 
and with proper coaching and train¬ 
ing could be moulded into fine pl^ 
yers. 

SURESH KUMAR, New Delhi 
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Creamy cologney lather. 
Lavish . generous. 
Cologne fragrance .. 
tingling with freshness. 
Freshness you can face 
the day with. 

Godrej Shaving Creams. 
With a choice. 

Rich Foam and 
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UCOBANK has made my dream 
come true: a business 
of my own. 



Ever since ( finished coUege 
I had visions of setting up a 
business of my own. 

Of being my own employer. 

But there was that one 
problem—I lacked the 
immediate capital necessary. 

Through a colleague I 
learnt of a Ucobank scheme 
where a regular saving can 
snowball into a tidy sum 
within a few years. 

Seven years ago I started 
putting aside Rs 150 cver> 


month into ucobank’s 
Recurring Deposit Scheme. 

Last month ucobank 
made my dream come true. 

1 have started a small 
ancillary unit manufacturing 
romponents for the cycle 
industry. 

I am happy now and 
thankful to ucobank. 


l^ed Conuneidal Bank 

the friendly bank round the corner 



UC0/CAS-«7/79 
















CHAMPIONS CUP 

Surjit: We 
could even 
win 

HARBANS SINGH VIRDI 
met the Indian team in ■ 
JuHundur and reports: 

»T*HE FOUR SEl-ECTORS, RAJAGO- 
^ pal Deshmutbu, Charanjit Singh 
•and Dbaram Singh conducted the se¬ 
lection trials at the Crops of Signals 
ground for three consecutive days 
here and on December 17 announ¬ 
ced the names of the 16 players that 
would represent India in the second 
PI A Champions Trophy world hockey 
tournament which commences at 
Karachi on January 4 next year. 

As feared in hockey circles, the 
stai inside-right Ashok Kumar did 
not attend the coaching camp either 
at Patiala or at Jullundur. Nor was 
any (X)mmunication received from 
him regarding his availability or 
otherwise. Thus, the selectors had no 
option except to drop hiia. 

The team will be led by star full¬ 
back Surjit Singh of Indian Airlines, 
for whom it will be the third occa¬ 
sion to be the skipper of the Indian 
team. The team has a formidable 
look with the induction of experien¬ 
ced players like Ajitpal Singh, V. J. 
Philips and V. Bhasl^ran. 

Even the rest of the young players 
showed marked improvement. Half¬ 
back Gurmail Singh, who has Ihc 
experience of a German tour as a 



Surji^ Sk^U^Uneaay Hes the head... 


junior hockey player, was not in the 
list of the original sixteen. But when, 
as ill luck would have it, Pravin Ku- 
mar was severely hurt on his jaw in 
one of the practice sessions and was 
sent to the military hospital the se¬ 
lectors were left with no alternative 
but to include Gurmail. 

Charanjit Singh, who is playing 
extremely well, has at last found 
favour with the selectors. For the 
last three years Charanjit Singh was 
taken as a standbye. It may be said 
to his credit that be never lost heart 
nor his sting as a player and the re¬ 
sult is that he is being rewarded now. 

Talking to Si/cjrtsworUl, captain 
Surjit Singh who uses a heavy 28- 
ounce stick, said that this team might 
cause a sensation in the world and 
even win the tournament. The inclu¬ 
sion of players like Ajitpal Singh 
V. J. Philips and Bhaskaran has in¬ 
fused ^xtra spirit into the side. The 
team is a uiixture of experienced and 
young players. With a little bit of 
luck, India could finish on top. 

Ajitpal Singh, one of the best oen- 
tre-halfs that the world have produ¬ 
ced, commented: *‘I have come out 
of my retirement only to serve the 
interests of my country. Nothing, ho 
said, "is dearer to me than playing 
and doing duty for the country. This 
team is good and will fare better 
(than before).” 



Pravin Kumar: Mqni/ a slip. 


Talking to Sportsu’orld Jhamanlal 
Sharma, the chief coach, praised the 
four selectors for choosing the best 
possible side. Compelte harmony pre¬ 
vailed among the players, he said. 
*They look a determined lot and God 
willing we will fare better.” 

Since December 6 when the 21 
players arrived from Patiala to attend 
the last phase of their camp at Ju- 
Hundur, the probables played for 
long hours daily, against various 


combinations. BSF, Punjab Police and 
other such hockey teams stationed at 
Jullundur were put into practice 
against the Indian players. In the 
morning the fundamentals were im¬ 
parted to the players. Surjit, Davin- 
der and Dung Dung all took penalty 
comer hits. 

The campers were also fed welt 
It must have costed the organisers— 
Punjab Hockey Association—between 
Bs 25 to Rs 30 per player daily. 
There was no shortage of non-vege¬ 
tarian items or of milk. 

Mr Jhamanlal Sharma was all 
praise for Surjit and Ajitpal. "Both 
arc great players.” He Said that with 
even the original 21 good combina¬ 
tions had been struck. Now with only 
16 players remaining in the camp, 
further improvement would be achie¬ 
ved before they left Jullundur. “I 
am proud to announce that there is 
a feeling of oneness among all the 
players,” 

The team will leave Jullundur for 
Bombay today (December 26). The 
boys will play there for five or six 
days to "acclimatise” themselves—as 
they will find a similar climate in 
Karachi, On January 1 the team will 
fly to Karachi. Mr Sharma and Mr 
Inderjit Singh will accompany the 
team as coach and manager respec¬ 
tively, India play their first match 
against Pakistan on January 4. 

The team is—^Allen Schofield and 
Arvind Chhabra (both goalkeeper;^/ 
Surjtt Singh (left full-back), Davin- 
der Singh and Dung Dung (ngi.i 
full-backs); Ravinderpal Singh 
half), Ajitpal Singh (Centre-half), V 
Bhaskaran (left-balf)^ Gurmail Sing . 
(hall-back); V, J. Philips, Charanjit 
Kumar, Sukhbir Singh Grewal, Su- 
rinder Singh Sodhi, Zafar Iqbal. 
Mohammed Shahid and Mervyn Fer¬ 
nandez (forwards). 









My dad uses Cherry Blossom 
White Cleaner for his Tennis shoes. 
I do too... natch!’’ .a... 


Says Dev, son of 
Premjit Lall 
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Cherry Blossom While Cleener keeps sports 
shoes dazzling white and new. That's why it's 
a must for rising tennis star Dev. and his 
famous Dad—and sportsmen all over the world. 

Build your game from the ground up...with 
super-white sports shoes. Get Cherry Blossom 
White Cleaner today. Now with a built-in 
applicator, so it's easy to use lob 


noilll For Dozding White Sports Shoes! 
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ACROSS 


1 lo break Iho wickot (5, 4) 

B Prefix meaning ‘'inner” (3) 

9 stable one in which horses tr»- 
lended tor flat racing, hurdling and 
stoeplecha‘?ing are housed (b) 

10 In rrickel, to catch f>r stop a ball 
that has been nit (5) 

11 Fenrimmo sn^ix (3) 

14 Some people CcSh play the most 
dilTicuU piano music by this (3) 

15 To leave out from a team (4) 

16 Slang word for ammunition (4) 

17 txtrasonsofy porceplion (abbr.) (I, 
1 . 1 ) 

20 Any of the oblects moved by each 
player in a board game (3) 

21 bskimo snow-hut (5) 

22 Japanese art of swordfighling (5) 

24 Suffix denoting “adherenr’ or 
"devotee” (3) 

25 In these some kind of a sphere is 
thrown, hit or kicked (4,5) 

DOWN 


1 To maintain one's wicket intact, 
often by determined defensive batt-| 
ing (4, 3, 2) 

2 Not III or not playing well (3, 2, 4) 

3 Horse that is prone to thrusting oul| 
the foot with violence (6) 

4 In footbali, the situation where 
player plays the ball and has in front! 
of him two opposing players (2. 4) 

5 Each footballer has a—aliached to 
the back of his shirt <6r ldenUfication| 
( 6 ) 

6 Method of fishing (3) 

7 You may go fishing with—and line] 

(3) 

12 Drinking party (Gc) (9) 

13 Competitor (Gr.) (9) 

17 Put In a grave (6) 

18 Type of smalt gun held in one hand| 
when fired (6) 

19 This start to a race Is given afteri 

the competitors are in motion (6) [ 

22 A famUiar name for cricketing clottH 
kig (3) 

23 Nauonal Baskeibali Association (abbr*)^ 
(It 1. 1) 

(Soliiieiis nest weelO 


Aiay Kumar, Dtianbad. 

Q; What is the full name of Kapil 

Dev? 

A: Kapil Dev Nikhanj 

1C P. Gurufieth, Shahbsd 

Q: When, where and again^^'i whom 
did Andy Rot^erls New Zealand 
make his Tei»t debui ^ 

A: Andy Robeiti rn'idt* his Test 
debut vs India m 11.#^ 2nd Test at 
Christchurch in 1^/6 

V. C. Mejumdar, Karfsl Kulebsa. 

Q : How many Tf^ wti kets did 
Ghavri lake against Paki^ian in 1978 ? 

A: Ghavn took only two wickets vs 
Pakistan in 1978 

Stmlianta Neogy, Jaipaigun. 

Q i What IS Astf Iqbal „ rest record ? 
A: In 52 Tests till the Indian tour, Asil 
Igbdt has scoied 3.J08 runs at an 
overage of 39 85 Me has also 
taken 5 wickots 

Kaushik Easu, Calciitta. 

Q: How many Test centuries did Ch 
Jack Hobbs score 

A: Jack Hobbs scoide 1b Test ceri- 

turies 

AnaMdki Ahmed, Tezpur. 

Q: What IS Ian Chappell s highest 
Test score'’ 

A: Ian Cnappei) s highest Test score 
IS 196 vs Pakistan at Adolaids m 
1973 

Kwapan end Samiistha Bera, Howrefi 
Q: What is Javod Miandad s Test bat¬ 
ting record ? 

A : In 21 Tests tiil th^j India tour. Mian- 
dad has scored 1,632 runs at an 
average of 70 46 He has hit sU 
centuries. 

IHpik Boee, Dlbragarh 

Q: What is Bapu N^idkaini's lest bowH 
ing record 

A; In 41 Tests, Naclkarm took 86 
wickets at 29 0/ a piece 

G. S. Kathurla, New Delhi 

Q : How many times has Bombay 
won the Rann Tiophy ? 

A: Bombay have won the Ranfi 
Tiophy 27 limes 
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N. A H am e ed , KeengcNl. 

Q: When did Imran Khan make his 
Test debut? 

A: Imran Khan made hie Teel 
debut vs England in the Ist Test at 
Edgbaston in 1971. 

Sandectp Vimel, CalcuttSv 
Q : How many Test centuries has 
Greq Chappell scored against the West 
Indies ? 

A: G Chappell has scored four 
Test centuries vs the West indies, two 
of them In the same Test 

SudMh PnMd, Hoenrsh. 

Q: What is the Test Imping re¬ 
cord of B K. Kunderan ? 

A: Kunderan in 18 Tests has 22 
ct and 8 St to his credit. 

M. K. Banec|ee^ Jamshadpwp. 

Q: Has anyone scored a double 
century In his 8rst appearance In Test 
cricket ? ^ 

A; Yes Two players ~ R. E. 

Foster with 287 and L G. Rowe with 
214 


Quiz 


Gho&r 

QUESTIONS 

DELOW ARE GIVEN (A) THE 
U namea of certain top sportsmen 
and (B) ihe birttvyaar of ooeh of 
them. Say who was bom In which year. 

(A) Sir Donald Bradman, 'Pale’, 
Dhyan Chand. Muhammad All, Victor 
Barna. “Jesse" Owens, Jack NIcMaus, 
Rudy Hartono, Mark Spitz, and Rod 
Lavar. 

(B) 1950, 1911. 1936, 1940, 1949. 

1905, 1940, 1900, 1942 and 1913. 

ANSWERS 

0961 — HI<»S >H»W 'owt — 
ouoiiVH ‘OkOl — IIV pauHuminpi 

‘OWt ~ wwpioiN 4a4p *0WI — .»l«el. 
•9961. — Ja*ri poa *Ctet — «»a*o 
„a86er„ 1161. — »u«a JOPIA '8061 
— ueuipua '9061 — pukMO uaAiKI 
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Bridge 


IH. 


A p<ay an aptly narnnd 

manofc'Livrn. aimed at placing a high 
card in a defender’s hand and, cu a result, 
deducing the /vtieioabouo uf a mare 
Cfitical high crifd ^or r <?'rip!r‘ cupposn 
that West deals and passes and South 
ends up -n a contract oi four-spades 
A'hicli appi'.Ks tj depend cn a hAO v»'ay 
Onnsse for ihe Queen of trumps. The 
odriy play reveals ttial West rdartdd life 
with ttio Acc and King clubs If. 
hefr^ro ♦a’:l<'inn tr^rr'ips, denlarer can 
ascertairi that West nelci the Ace ot 
hedils ac well, the whOicdtjouL iha 
missmg trurnp Queen becomes a virtual 
certainty tor with 13 points West wouM 
have opened the Lidding 
Of course as t, warfa*'^ whatever nc'w 
weapons the agg'essor for declarer) 
can devisu. ii.s oppci'ents can invent 
viounfer - ic'. this rare *he 

so called ‘anti-discovery’ play, whore a 
defendc* plays his cards deceptively 
in ar;*^' sud a- t'l deefart-'- 

and cause liim to fTr^usguess thn |ip of the 
cards in another suit m ms new booh. 
Bndqe at iho Top {hauoi & Fabc/, £4 25), 
Terence Rc^ese givoxS the following hand 
whtoh he and ‘ defended in the 1948 
FuiO|j(.'uri L.f lauipiOi isr.ipj hi Copon 
hagpfi 


4 A io:> 

9 0532 
Q A K 9 a 5 
♦ ’0 



4 h J 7 i 
9 A 8 f 4 

6 O10 


4 o 9 *i 3 
9 K U-9 
A -1 '0 3 
4 A 0 J ;i 
Soulth dealt at love all, and with Reese 


and SchapifO 
went. 


Fast-West Inn bidding 


SOUTH 

WESl 

NORTH 

FAST 

t 

dbic 

3 4 


54 

pass 

paii.' 

dulij 

prisr. 

pass 

pass 


Dectmrer 

won tho 

irurrip lead 

in hand, 


crossed to 4 ^dd ieo a low spade 
Voni tt'o tah*o. As fash Ter*>nfo word up 
with the King and led a tow heart 
Placing fast vvdti Loth 4 ^ 4 K, tt'o 

dcc«ari‘: made the v/rong guer.s ‘n r.eart*'- 
and went two down 

Looking mlo the future, leience ends by 
sjyuig “I hevoon i.Juathatrioreattor tion 


to anti-discovery plays will be one of the 
mam developments in play during the 
next few y^dfs." 

I very much enjoyed Bruige at the Top. 
but I have two criticisrn.s Teronce, as is 
now oxpociod of mm, does not lavish 
fulsnmo praise on players who are no 
longer with us, hut some of the anecdotes 
lose a little of then bnV if you did not 
know the players concerned; and the 
book, with only KiS pages of text, is on the 
shiiit Side However, 1 found it godd value. 

Last weeK’s quiz* at game all South 
no.'Js 4Ah9AKJ850AK834A7. 
He opens two-clubs. North responds 
two-diamonds, and South rebids two* 
hediis. After a raise to tour hearts I 
v'/nuid Certainly .N!o»ih, m spite of 

negative, has excellent hearl support, 
but he has gone out of his way to tell me 
that he has no controls outside the trump 
su<t. With second round contiols (King 
or smgletun) m either black suit he would 
have gone more slowly m order to show 
these features. 

This week's quiz - at !ove-al! South holds 
4 0 J / 6 4 9 K 3 0 10 9 7 4 9 7 6. North 
deals and opens 2 NT. What should 
Srnifh respond? 


Chess 


iPf-tof ri/wif. 


Opening variations that lead to a series of 
exchanges and take tho players straight 
iido trie enogarnti wiliioui any midd'e- 
n'^mr; compl'cations can be treacherous 
for Black. When he succeed.s m neutraliz- 
irig his opponent's initiative a draw is the 
♦normal outcome, but very often White 
retains some active possibilities and, in 
pursuing them, otiliges tho second player 
to rn.nduct p d*Kicuit dofonco 
The ioliowmg game Is a good example of 
what may happen in such circumstance.s. 
P'nck, not wishing to bo tied down to the 
passive piotection of his weak pawns on 
tho 0 aide, trms to create counterplay on 
the othc» wi.-g and give his Bishop a 
better chance (in an open battle) against 
the enemy Knight. However, his plans go 
badly wrong, and before long he finds 
himself with a second set of weaknesses 
to watch. White wins tne game by picking 
up the isolated pawns one by one. 

Whito' Wolfgang Unalekor; Black Qldaon 
Stahlbarg. Sicilian Dofance (Alekhine 
Ma.manal Touinariitns, Moscow, 195C.) 

f M. a; t Ktn. Kte« 

3 iH, a X d; 4 Kt x d4, KtM 

S Ktc3, dt; • Bgi, •• 


7 nm,Bgij a a.a.f,a.a 

• ft. Ml ia BM ... 

Winning o pawn by 10 B x 16. 0 x f6; 11 Kt x c6, 
b X c6; 12 O X da leaves Black with ample com¬ 
pensation after 12 . . . Ob6 

10 . .. Kt K *4 

Bettor IS 10 .. Kt x d4. t1 0 x d4. 0a6. The text 
move virtually toices the transit>on loan ending 
that IS slightly m White's favour, 

11 B X *7, Ki X d>; 12 B x dt. Kt x f1 

13 Kt X €f, b X ci; 14 Be7. Ret 

1i Rli X f1. fl X 07; 10 R X dO. Bb7 

17 q3, cS; 10 Rfdl. gS 

10 R«1, g X f; 20 g x f. Kft 

20 , . Kg? followed by , . . Kf6 was more 

Droniising 

t1 R«i, Ret 

And hero 21 . . Rr8 vvas the natural move Tho 
defensive problems have already confused 

Black. 

It KtbO, RecO; 23 fS, a x f 

01 R X fO. Be4; 21 Rft. Bh7 

The activity of the Bishop .armot make up for 
the lamentable state of the black pawns, 

to RdfO. BgO; 27 KtdO. RcT 

Of 27 . , . Rce: 28 R x h6. Rb6. 29 Kt > 171 

80 R X hO. RdO: 2t Ktf$. Red? 

30b3,Rd1t ; 31 Kb2. Rgl 

32 RcO, Rg8{ 33 h4, Bh7 

34 R X CO, BgO; 33 Rc7, Rh2 

30 hO, B X hii 37 Kth«, Rddl 

30 Kt X 17, Ko7i 30 KtgS f , KhO 

40 KtfS, Rdf2: 41 Rft ^ , Reafgna 

Competition B340. Solution week 
Black 


itm^m f 

m m mtm 
\ m m mt 


mm 4nw.Ji « 

■. m^m 


Whit*' 

Black tu p!ay and win 

Bolotlon to G33i (Reedora-Naote, Amater- 
dam. 1017). (r1b1k3r/ppp2ppp/fl/2bpP3/7iiy 
2N2Nn1/PFP1B2PrR1BQK2R - Black to 
play.) The sncnflce ot a 'Tcr ond oiecii draws 
the wtwte King into a deadly double r he."k 
10 . . 0f2-f-1. 11 K X i2. Kle4 i . Kfl3. Oh6 • . 
13 Kd3 Ktt2 + . 14 Kd4, Ob6 I . IS K x clS Reb it 
Problem Ho 1002. Soluhon next week. 

I. Gfoaaman and A. HIrachenaon {Probleem 
MtKh 1965). ftB3/b7/b4PlK/0Rp/R1aqk3/3BPl 
P1/4BPPI/B2r4 - 12 white men: 7 black.) 
While to pt«y and mate m two mo\us 
Bolutlofi to No 1001 CHermanaon). (rlj 
p1P3P1/41BkBK2/2pPRP2y2Rp3p/1g0/r6B/ 
h7 - mat# In two.) 1 Rc3 (threat ? Rp 2) (a) i 
R X h2-, 2 Bb5: (b) 1 , . Ox c3; 2 0a4 ^hero is 
an ansvfor to each of tho thematic tries, 1 Ra4, 
1 Rb4 and 1 Hc2. 







































Thackersey creates fashion fabrics for the whole faintly Famous since 1873 for their superfine cottons And the 
first to introduce Polyester Blends An infinitely delightful range of prints colours and textures in voiles linos 
cambrics, poplins two x two dhotis, jacquards furnishing. CRONOLtZED (pre shrunk) and TEBILIZED (for tested 
crease resistance) cottons And polyester blended suitings shirtings dress materials and sarees 


since 1873 



HINDOOSTAN 


SPG &WVG MILLS LIO 


symbol of a rich textile tradition 




















Thackersey bridges the generation gap 


Thackersey creates fashion fabrics for the whole family. Famous since 1873 for their superfine cottons And the 
first to introduce Polyester Blends. An infinitely delightful range of prints, colours and textures in voiles, Imos, 
cambrics, poplins, two x two, dhotis, jacquards, furnishing, CRONOUZED (pre shrunk) and TEBILIZED (for tested 
crease resistance) cottons. And polyester blended suitings, shirtings, dress materials and sarees 


IF 


HINDOOSTAN 


SPG & WVG. M!LIS ITO 


Since 1873 symbol of a rich textile tradition 
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DULL DRAW AT KANPUR 

inefficient ground authorities at 
the Gfeen Park, Kanpur, 
brought the fourth Indo-Pak 
Test to an abrupt end. For 
the Pakistani captain, Asif 
Iqbal, that was not the only 
disappointment In the match : 
the umpiring was arjothor. 

Both captains, Asif Iqbal and 
Sunil Gavaskar file exclusive 
reports. 



27 NEWS NATIONAL 

Prakash Padukone reports on 
the badrninlon Nationals; Glnsh 
Parikh reports on tho snooker 
Internationa} held in Bombay 
last month. 



32 INFIGHTfNG IN AIFF 

The real Santosh Trophy, 
reports Arijit Sen who went 
to Coimbatore to cover the 
football Nationals, took place 
between the offictaie of the 
AIFF vying for the loaves of 
office, in an accompanying 
Interview, the AIFF secielary 
Vllayarangam gives the reasons 
for quitting office. 
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Letters to the Editor 


TKa RrkmKA'i/ to force a win over Pak^ 

■ 1115 DUIIlUay Lrtan. These three were the 


Test: Bouquets 
and brickbats 

Hj^HEKE CAN BE NO 
-i- greater time for joy and 
honour to Indian sports than 
a victory in Test cricket 
against Pakistani aJid this 
was achieved by India at 
Bombay. 

My heartiea^ congratula¬ 
tions and felicitations to the 
magnificent Indian side May 
God cxaK them with better 
and braver wifiS in times 
uhoad. 

KAZl SHAHADAWL 
KABIR, 

Qator, Atalaian Gulf. 
V\i: WANT TO CONVEY 
out congratulations to Indian 
skipper Sunil Gavaskar and 
•iM other Indian players for 
I winning the Test. 

: P. K, PA7EL, 

i MAMOON YOVSVF AL 
1 JASSMY. 

1 Dubai (UAH) 

MV HEAUTIEST CONOR 
lulatjons Ho skipper Sunil 
Gavaskar and the rest 
of ihc Indian team for 
winning the Bombay Test. 
Congratulations to our lion- 
hearted ullrounder Kapil 
Dev for being nominated 
Man of thie Match. Congra- 
Uilatioas also to Karsan 
Ghavri, Dilip Doshi and 
Shivlal Yadav who reallv 
bowled well; 1 

AHMAD MASOOD, 
Patna 

MY SPECIAL CONGRA‘ 
lululions to Sunil for answe¬ 
ring those who are always 
critical whenever India achi¬ 
eves success. When India 
defeated West Indies and 
Australia they opined that 
India's successes came only 
against second-string teams. 
They further added that In¬ 
dia’s weakness would be 
exposed when they faced tho 
mighty Pakistan. I wonder 
what those critics have in 
their minds now. They must 
bo thinking on the Unes that 
Pakistan were not at their 
full strength without Imran. 
Sarfraz and Mushtaq etc. But 
would it have been much 
different even if these play¬ 
ers were In the team? 

PARTHA BANBHJEE, 
Randti, 

KAPIL’S GALLANT INN- 
ings of 69 as well as Kirma- 
ni’s, Ghavri's and Yadav's 
able support made it possi- 


chief architects of India’s vic¬ 
tory when they pulled bade 
India from a dismal 154 for 
6 to a modest 554 in the first 
knock. Was this the first 
time that India won a Test 
match with the aid of tail- 
end batsmen? 

One should not forget the 
role played by Karsan Ghav- 
fL He was the main wreck¬ 
er of Pakistan's second inn^ 
Jngs, He was always attack¬ 
ing the stumps aiid making 
the batsmen play at every 
ball With his lethal bowling 
he captured four important 
Pakistani wickets. Otherwise 
India may not have worn 
Doshii Yadav and Kapil did 
the rest. 

Of the Pakistani bowlers 
Iqbal Qasini bowled his care* 
er best bowling. It was onlv 
for him that the match be* 
came wide open when Pakis^ 
tan b<.^gan their second Inn¬ 
ings. 1 would further like to 
mention Hhe valiant and 
fighting knocks of Javed 
Miandad, Asif Iqbal and 
Imran Khan, 

5‘ANKHA NATH CHATTA* 
PADHYAY, 
Dahshmeswat 

WHEN IT COMES TO 
playing attacking cricket 
Pakistan hold.s the upper 
hand. They are such good at¬ 
tackers of- spin bowling, and 
are rarely defensive. Javed 
Miandad played a heart- 
Ihrobbing innings. His runn¬ 
ing between the wickets is 
also superb. How We wi:* 
India had a pUy«r of bJs 
calibre I 

Of course. India’s perfor¬ 
mance was far beyond our 

expectations, but then. 

something is lacking some¬ 
where. Don t you agree V 

JULIET RODRICKS, 
Mangalore 

THE OVERRATLNG OP 
the Pakistanis by our sports 
critics and the remark made 
by Sunil Gavaskar that Paki¬ 
stan would smash India to 
pulp has happily been prov¬ 
ed wrong. Although the batt¬ 
ing performance of both sid¬ 
es was far below Test' stan¬ 
dards, there is no doubt that 
the better team won, 

Pakistan have none but 
themselves to blame. With 
enough time to score the 
needed runs they went about 
It in a cavalier, nay, a care¬ 
less fashion and thus paid 
the penalty, Javed Miandad 
was the only Pakistan bats¬ 
man who nroved that bait 







infi was not imp<>s$ible oa 
thi$ track. 

Further, the unsportmis 
ttccni^attona made by the 
Pakistan skipper, Asif Iqbal, 
were quite shoclung from a 
cricketer of his calibre and 
professionalism. His comni' 
ent about the wicket being 
rolled overniight, and that 
loo on the first night of the 
Test when India were to re¬ 
sume batting the following 
morning was nothing but an 
excuse for a poor batting 
performance by the Pakis¬ 
tan team. As far as the um¬ 
piring decisions are concer¬ 
ned, Ijhis complaint is comni’ 
on in all countries and by 
all IcKsing teams. 

STEPHEN C. WORKMAN 
(Address not given) 

THli BEHAVIOUR OF 
the Pakistani captain Asif 
Iqbal Wcis, to say the least, 
disgraceful. 

One can understand his 
grievana'is against the qua¬ 
lity of the balls and the na¬ 
ture of the wicket. Wp can 
tolerate his remarks about 
the umpiring — after all 
who isn't entitled to his own 
opinion ? We can condone 
the bebaviour of his men 
on the field — perhaps, they 
were giving vent to their dis- 
apiM)intinent. But his accusa¬ 
tion that the pitch was tam¬ 
pered with cannot be acce¬ 
pted and should be condem¬ 
ned in the strongest possi¬ 
ble terms. This may be the 
first time in the history of 
the game that a team which 
has received so much good 
will has paid the hosts back 
with this coin. 

YESHWANT MAhLYA, 
Bombay. 

1 DEPLORE THE UN- 
sporting behaviour of the 
Pakls, both on and off the 
licld. They made a laughing 
Mock of themselves by not 
taking the prizes offered to 
them and by declaring that 
the pitch had been tamper¬ 
ed with. (Not to mention the 
*on the-field’ pranks of 

Bakht, Bari and Miandad!) 

RAJESH C. SINHA, 
CaiciUta. 

THE THIRD TEST 
against Pakistan at Bombay 
once again .saw the now fami- 
liar ritual of the ball being 
changed after a few* overs. 

The persistence of our 
G^cketing authorities in 

continuing to use these balls 
of dubious quality (now 

thankfully given up) was 
amazing and annoyed both 
spectators and players alike. 
A demonstration to this eff¬ 
ect was given by Sikander 
Bakht during India’s first 

innings when he banged the 
ball ^wn in disgust after 


being told by the umpire 
that it was satisfactory tor 
play. One can only sympa- 
thi^ with Bakht. It is bad 
enough trying to bowl your 
heart out on a strip which 
is unrespoasive but trying 
to do so with a ball that is 
oblong Of has otherwise lost 
tts shape is even worse. 

LOUIS FERNANDES. 

Bombay, 

PAKISTAN ARE NOT 
the only country to 

complain against our umpir¬ 
ing. In the past Australia 
and West Indies have com¬ 
plained too. In each innings 
there are always three or 
four Ibw. decisions against 
a touring side. In the six in¬ 
nings Javed Miandad had 
played till the Bombay Test 
he was adjudged Ibw on four 
occasions, being ‘run out* and 
remaining untx^aten on the 
other two. 

TONY GLENN. 
Bangalore. 

HEARTY CX)NGRA1TJLA- 
tions to Kapil for winning 
the *Man of the Match’ aw¬ 
ard in Bombay Test and for 
acceptiOLg his captain’s chall¬ 
enge as expressed in the 
latter’s report on the Cal¬ 
cutta Test in Sportsworld 
November 7. 

f. C PATEL, 
Gandhincgar. 

I WAS SHOCKED TO 
hear that Kapil Dev was ad¬ 
judged the ’Man of the 
Matcli’. 1 fail to understand 
the logic behind the selec¬ 
tion, Is it that every time 
only a home team player 
should get the award 7 In 
the Bangalore Test Mudass- 
ar Nazar scored a century 
and he more than anybody 
else deserved the award. But 
no award was given. In the 
Delhi •'Test it was a close 
light between Sikander 
Bakht and ^Vengsarkar. And 
now in the Bombay Test if 
anybody deserved that aw¬ 
ard it was Iqbal (jasim, and 
nobody else. 

A year ago, in the Bombay 
Test against Kallicharrau's 
Windies team, Gavaskar was 
nominated the ’Man of the 
Match’, because of his 205. 
But coming in at a time 
when they were 13 with 
both openers gone, Kallicha- 
rran played a great in¬ 
nings of 187, which even to¬ 
day 1 think deserved the 
award. That GavOvSkar scored 
73 in the second innings 
was of trifling importance. 
Gan anybody explain ? 

KUMAR K H., 
Bangalore. 

I AM PROBABLY SPEA- 
king for the thousands of 
television viewers who saw 


the Bombay Test Cricket 
prize distribution. The di^ 
Iribution was extremely cru¬ 
de and lacked finesse. Only 
the winning team, m this 
case India, reqeiviixl their 
awards but one could hardly 
bear anything announced 
fiver the mike. This was pro¬ 
bably because Bombay Door- 
darshan did not place their 
own mike near the other 
tor the benefit of us, the 
viewers. However, one can 
make excuses for that. 

What we cannot excuse is 
the way in which the Pakis¬ 
tani team were handed out 
something resembling certi¬ 
ficates after the day’s events 
were wound up and every¬ 
one was set to go. I do not 
blame the Pakistani team- 
member who refused it. 

We Indians have always 
prided ourselves on our cour¬ 
tesy and hospitality but 
these qualities were sad¬ 
ly larking in this case. Winn¬ 
ing against a formidable 
team as Pakistan was 
indeed a memorable victory 
but once they had lost, no 
one seemed to pay any atten¬ 
tion to them. 

Hirther, the captmns, 
Sunil Gavaskar and Asif Iq¬ 
bal, were not invited to the 
mike to express their efpini- 
uns on the game. It is un¬ 
derstandable that the Bom¬ 
bay Doordarshan was not 
prepared for the rathei 
sudden close of the match 
on tlvc fourth day of the 
Test but contingency plans 
should have been made. 

YAMUNA NADHAN. 

Madras. 

R ight since the day 

the Pakistan cricketers 
arrived in India, the Indian 
girls have simply gone crazy 
over them. In the process, our 
girls have thrown all consi¬ 
derations of dignity to the 
winds. Who knows, they 
might even be praying for a 
Pak victory in the series I 
One wonders whether these 
j»tupid girls have ever seen 
a cricketer in their lives. A 
true lover of the game will 
definitely not tolerate such 
behaviodV on the part of 
our girls. 

It is obvious that not all 
of these girls go to meet the 
Pakistani cricketers for Just 
a few autographs or to see 
them in action. We have 
seen players like Clive 
Lloyd, Vivian Richards, Alan 
Knott, Derek Underwood in 
action on the Indian soil but 
never have we seen so much 
enthusiasm on the part of 
our girls, apparently becau¬ 
se these cricketers were not 
as handsome as Imran^ Za- 
heer Asif or Miandad. Is it 
then to be understood that 



Imran :l^y killer 


a cricketer's popularity rests 
on his appearanr<- and. not 
on his skill ? If this is s<», 
then why not call Rishi Ka- 
pooi', Amitabh Bachchan, Ha- 
jesh Khanna and others to 
represent India ? 

ASHOK DUTTA, 
Shillong. 

THE ADVENT OF IMRAN 
Khan Niazi on the Indian soil 
has not only caused a furo¬ 
re, especially in the female 
circles, but has also left the 
brothers and boy-friends be¬ 
moaning the ’uofortunaite’ 
event. Why? Simply because 
it has succeeded in directing 
the devotion, affection and 
love of their sisters and girl¬ 
friends to an altogether diff¬ 
erent cbanneL But now, sin- 
ix the fizzling out of the 
Pakistan torpedo, the male- 
folk have begun blaming it 
on the female folk. Because, 
in their opinion, the *oohs* 
and ’ahs* and the mass adu* 
lation of the girls is the 
cause. 

But one queslion. Why did 
Hogg flop? We did not run 
after him. 

JAYASHREE SHARMA. 

Dhanbad. 


Letters congratulaiting 
Cavashar and other 
Indian yiayers on Indians 
victory in the Bombay 
Test po^edkitoouroft^ 
from virtvalty all comers 
of India. To be exact, 
we had got J39 letters till 
the time of our going to 
prees^ We regret our in* 
abUMy to name the sen* 
ders let alone reyrodwe 
the letters, many of them 
exceUent.r-^^Editor. 







A. G. MILKHA SINGH 


' 4 &rtt£N 1 G1ANC£ BACK OVBB 
WW the during which I wa^ 
actively engaged in sports, 1 find 
two moments which are sull green 
in my roeiBoty as if these events 


hy an Indian athlete in the Com¬ 
monwealth Games m the 440 
yards 1 relegated die great Mel 
Spcncei to the second place. This 
was at Cardiff. The second one 
was at Lahore in 1960. when I 
was hailed as the 'Flying Sikh’ by 
the Pakistani Press corps JDunng 
an international athletic mc4 there 
f outran Pakistan's Abdul Khaild 
in the 200m. At the time Khabd 
was one of Asia’s greatest runners 
in this event 

It would not be out of place to 
mention here that it was just a 
meic coinctdeuie that t was tossed 
over to India alive when my whole 
family, except my elder hi other 
who was in the onn\. was bruUlly 
butchered during the partition 
riots I was |K)rn at Goundpuia, 
in Lyallpui distiict of Pakistan. 1 
was only IS when all this happen¬ 
ed My paients and three 
brothers with their wives and 
children — all were slaughtered 
like iiuiooent lambs Thus, broken 
penniless aim oazed, I started on 
the struggle for survival. 

I joined the army in 1952. At 
that ume, 1 knew nothiim about 
sports and games, just as filiterate 
villagers in some Punjab villages 
still do not know anything about 
Ulympics or Asian Games etc. But 
I took up atlileUcs and showed 
rich promise in it. Hard work, 
dedication and the spirit of domr* 
die tamed me into a f^mMable 
athlete I soon came into pro¬ 
minence a$ I heat the oowmyB 
champtoos one after the offier- 

Within six years, I had araaased 
a good deal of popularity in India. 
But 1 hungered lot laurels in in< 
tiH'aattoaal meets. Before I come 
to the Commoowealth Games at 
cardM, It would be appropriate to 
speak Of the Asian Games at 
tokvo, held in May 1958. In fact. 
« wsv mi career-ticsc Miformance 
in thr A' >an Games which boosted 
my morale for the COOMtMMtwealth 
Games. fn the Aldan Games, 1 
ontsprinted PakiatiMi'a Abdul 
Khaiid in the 200m, docking 
21.6 seconds, and estabUslied 
a new Asian record, t tmnedted 
my performance in the 400m, winn¬ 
ing, in 46.9 secottda. This 
tamit placad me among mo 


world's Hrst ten athtetes. Now my 
conlMcncc soared. The winda of 
my populaiity blew across many 
nations They saw a strange, 
boarded man with long hair 
demolishing every record. 

C AMB JULY, THE VENUE 
Cardiff—the place of my great 
exploits Here 1 was m toe fray 
among the most formidable athle¬ 
tes includmg South Atrfca'a Mel 
Spencer, S. Burry (UJK,), George 
Kurr (West indies), Tobofw 
(Canada) and Gosperoits (Austra¬ 
lia). Whose heart-beats would not 
grow taster at the sight of such 



iwiU Bnish his steam* ttiett yem 
can outmatdi him in the remnio- 
Ing 140 yards. You can do it, you 
have the extra idncb of energy. 1 
know mat,'* 

I ran m aooordanoo with hia 
histmctlons and it happened ex« 
actly the way he said it would. I 
was ahead ,of Mel Spencer, he tried 
deeperidely to catch me but 1 
Animed the race a .yard ahead of 
him. This was the greatest mo- 
ment for mei. 1 could not believe 
it. I started crying and wept like a 
school child who is beaten ffrst 
and then given a cake to eat, 

ilwf over to Pakistan. As I 
mentioned earlier, 1 had boaton 
Pakistan’s Abdul Khabd in the 
200 m. Thus Klkikl wanted to 
settle accounts with me. In 1960, 
two years after 1 won the Com¬ 
monwealth goM medal, die Indian 
team was invited to paiticipate in 
an iirtemalional meet at Lahore. I 
was invited in particular. Abont 
^.000 people packed the Lahore 
stadium before the 200 m race 
began, Hus imduded about 5,000 
hurqa-clad women. In fact, at first 
1 did not want to go to Paldstan 
ns 1 was reminded ot the past. 
However, my iriends prcvailca on 
me to forget the past. 

So there 1 was, waiting for the 
stait Just a few seconos b^ore 
the race began, a few mavlawt 
came forward and Messed Abdul 
KtolM, saying ‘May Allah bless 
you with victmy' I Was stunned 
With their partiali^, which was 
not fn tune with the high tradi¬ 
tions of rengious heads. **Maulavi 
Sahibs, we are also Auah s men”, 
1 said t* them-. 

f ble^ the othete*. “Jthwdo tvmho 
[ hht joef hohsb^ 


miahd event was the 200 m 
L him despite his best effort 
NM mdy this, evon Makhan Singh 
gfnaapdblm end relegated him to 
Itiy^rd iHiice. 

^ The tnWgwdad women <removed 
thMr Toils’ to see my.faoe; I was 
asked to take a round of the 

g mc, uddeh I did. The man ?t 
wmtke announced* "Miikha 
h did not run, he flew ” Next 
all newspapers in Pakutan 
digd the news with the lu'ad- 
mg ‘PWng, Sikh Milkha Sne’’’, 
the tag which the rest ot the 
world acceptod later. 
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'The Sporting Life 


n Templeton and Tom rorman 


JAWS in 

C«pMown; Four anglers hooked a S-metre great white 
shark. In scenes reminiscent of the film "Jaws/* the shark 
rammed their &*metfe long boat lifting it clear out of the 
^ater. leaving big holes where its teeth bit Into the wood. 
It got away after snapping a 1.000 kg. bretMng-sUaln line. 
The anglers had got away earliei. 

PLAYING TO LOSE 

Derbyshire : You can have too much of a good thing 
33 table tennis champs Chesterfield YMCA discovered after 
three unbeaten years. They're bored with winning. Now. 
having proved that you cap win them all. the Derbyshire 
ip'ing-pong men have decided to quit. "We're fed up — 
we've lost alt incentive to play," Said the champs. We 
should be so lucky. 

C’MON FATTY ! 

New Delhi : A medical study conciucted during the 
Santosh Trophy tournament in 1978 reveals that half of the 
189 football players from 14 Indian Stales examined, are 
tat by sports standards. The report In the Journal of the 
Indian Medical Association attributes It to lack of "hard 
training." 'The stamina of the footballers also, didn’t match 
that of the Swedish women's team 1 So much tor mate 
aupremacy. 

. . . THEN THERE WERE NONE 

Cornwall : Soccer ref Brian Medtyn sent off one player 
from each side in the Redruth Town versus Goonhavern 
Cornwall Mining League division It match. Then, when the 
rest of the Goonhavern team gathered to protest, he sent 
ton off I 

B. TELLIS 



I 7MIHK AF7BR YOU HIT IHU BAIL 
YOU'RE 6UPF0^EP TO TRROW /OU^ CLUB 
AHPSWBAR A LOT. 



SBCAUbe RAfSHOOlY SA^S THBRB'S 
A40RB VarBS /N J-QOOINO 7HA,K> 
Ff6HJNO,rHAT*S WHY/Y 


J066IN6 

..TRAIL" 

t—. - 

i \ i i I N.V/ 

L 7// 


AND THE BARJHUNeB HAV£ AN UNUtUAL 

Fom ofpun/bhmbnv p/hich, . 

EEBMfN&LY/ THEY INFLICT UPON TPBM6eLVB$ 














l ike it or lump it 


Ron Hendricks 


q^HE GENTJINE AMATEUR IS AS J 
faintly visible on a fast receding 
horizon as the imperious image of 
the Victorian father. Each sports dis¬ 
cipline has its particular gate-appeal 
because its practitioners amaze, 
stupefy, please and entertain the 
spectator. The entertainer in other 
spheres of human activity ran and 
does amass a tidy fortune. Several 
outstanding personalities have advo¬ 
cated the removal of the dividing 
line between the amateur and pro¬ 
fessional, ^ortsman to put an end 
to hypocrisy, cant and dishonesty. 
But the line is still there. 

One of the more enlightening and 
educative articles I have read on the 
controversial subject came from Dr. 
Roger Bannister who attained immor¬ 
tality when he broke through the 
physical and psychological barrier of 
the four-minute mile. Perhaps. Wes 
Santee may have got there before 
him. But the miracle miler of the 
Fifties fell foul ot the American 
track and field authorities and be¬ 
came a victim of an all too rare pad 
ded-expeiises witch-hum. Expensive 
lawsuits did not help Santee to re 
gain his amateur status. Ami that was 
that. 

Today, it is common" Knowledge that 
the star amateur performer receives 
substantial under-the-counter pa 
nients and enormous sums of money 
lor subtle endorse^ments of equipment 
from leading sports goods manufac- 
turer.s. There is nothing that can be 
done about this. National Olympic 
Associations seem to be helpless in 
the matter. Perhaps, they are not 
over-eager to ferret and probe be¬ 
cause these forms of illegal gratihea 
tions are a substantive answer to the 
State-aided athlete. And yet, the 
Olympic movement continues to 
genunect, prostrate, itself in obeis¬ 
ance to an impractical ideal. | 

Lord Kiuanin x$ a pragmatic ad 
ministrator. He has shown the capa¬ 
city to take a practical and rational 
view of a lot of delicate and thorny 
Olympic problems. But he does not 
seem to be prepared to press the luck 
of the Irish on the vexed ouestion of 
amateurism. He has allowed the situa¬ 
tion to remain undisturbed in the best 
tradition of the lotus-eater who lets 
sleeping ddgs lie. 

But the successor to the autocratic 
Avery Brundage's empire Which strad¬ 
dles the world has accomplished a 
significant diplomatic achievement. 
He has brought mainland .China back 
Uito the mainstream of the Olympic 
movement and at the same time left 
the door open for Taiwan to compete 
without the grandiose title of the Re¬ 
public of China, whidi, at any rate is 
an euphemism. This will proliferate 
the number of full-time State-aided 
sportsmen in the Olympic arena and 
one can expect surprises from China 
Who have hlreadv made their mark at 


table tennis, volleyball and basketball. 

THERE IS LITTLE MONEY IN 
hockey outside of A.sia where Job- 
opportunities are provided for the 
players. The hockey player is a gen¬ 
uine amateur in Europe, Australia, 
New 2^aland, Africa and Canada, 

loaches in Spain told me that is the 
main problem they face in team- 

building. 

Theoretically, it was a good idea 
for the Karachi invitation toumameat 
to spill into the Rene Frank 

International to have been staged 
at Calcutta. This would have 

cut down organisational expenses 
^or the administralion on either 
jide of the border. Bui In practice it 
iust could not work. The Australian 
delegate to the Brussels meeting of 
the FIH told Mr K. L. Passi, a special 
in/itee, that his players would not 
be able to partiapate in the Rene 
Frank because of leave difficulties. 
Unlimited special casual leave is not 
one of their job benefit.s and it is not 
Unusual for the Australian hockey 
learn to be exposed to postal coaching 
for a major competition. The players 
of Europe face a similar problem. 

Commercial firms and nationalised 
insitutions encourage hockey players 
in both India and Pakistan. Theii 
stars do not face the problems of 
broken-time payments and leave diih- 
culties. Several of their top perform¬ 
ers ai’C drawn from the Services, 
para-military forces, the railways an., 
the airlines. Both Indian Airlines and 
PIA help to foster the game on the 
sub-continent by promoting the inter 
ests and the welfare ot players witn 
iob and Oliver attractive opportunities. 

As a result, the IHF has been re¬ 
luctantly compelled to change the 
dates for the Rene Frank. It was 
pointless to invest lakhs of rupees in 
a competition which would have 
drawn as poor an entry as that fur 
the inaugural Rene Frank Interna¬ 
tional at Madra.s in 1975-76 which 
clashed with a Pakistani international 
competition. 

E ADMIRATION AND RES 
pect of the players of the North 
Zone for Bishan vSiugh Bedi borders 
on the verge of idolatry- That is not 
surprising. Bedi is a players’ skipper. 
His astute generalship has enabled 
the players of that region to drink 
deep of the heady wine of success in 
both the Duleep and the Ranji com- 
petitions. 

But the North Zone players’ 2 «ak 
for the agitation over the omission of 
Bedi was misplaced. It was as strange 
as the posture adopted by Boycott 
and other Englishmen over the pos¬ 
sible inclusion of Packer pirates in 
the Pakistan team. Admittedly, aeleo 
tors may not always be right But if 
players take it upon themselves to 
tell them what to do, there wlU only 
be ctoos and confusion.. 

Players' associations have a distinc¬ 


tive role to play in the promotion 
of any game. But they move onto the 
wrong track when they adopt trade 
union ^tures; threatened boycotts 
are rimculous; agitations for better 
facilities and amenities may be in 
order within certain limits. Signi¬ 
ficantly, the players did not raise a 
hue and cry, whatever their inner 
feelings may have been on the issue, 
when Kirmani was dropped from the 
World Cup squad the lour of 
England and when Tiger was felled 
by an assassin's bullet—^the casting 
vote of the selection committee chair¬ 
man. Temperance and restraint In 
such unfortunate matters is the onh 
logical course for the players to pur 
sue. They must Icam to grin ano 
bear it 

But sometimes officials can be al 
Ihe bottom of these unusual and un¬ 
expected forms of protest. We are all 
familiar with the pro-Jos Gonsalves 
or anti-Bishnoi campaign that created 
such a storm and ruined the 
spirit of the Indian hodcey 
team for the Amsterdam World Cup, 
The players’ so-called requisition for 
a manager of their choice boomer- 
anged on them. Some of them faced 
rhe sternest possible disdptinary 
action from the units they belonged 
to. This created a good deal of un¬ 
easiness and gave the players, or¬ 
phaned for some days in the Patiala 
coaching camp, many sl^pless 
nights. And Holland snatched the 
cup from two-up India in the tie¬ 
breaker. Gonsalves was slipped in as 
the manager through the back door. 

THERE IS TROUBLE IN INDIA’S 
Davis Cup team. Let’s not fool our¬ 
selves ou that score. The AmritraJ 
brothers have fallen out with Rama- 
nathan Krishnan who took India to 
the ChaUenge Round in the twilight 
of his illustrious career. Vijay and 
Anand no longer appreciate his coun¬ 
selling and towelling in his capacity 
as the non-playing captain. The fact 
that Krish helped them to beat Aus¬ 
tralia and Russia and make the final 
where South Africa were allowed to 
win the Davis Cup by default has 
been forgotten. It is a thing of the 
past. 

The AILTA gave Vijay and Anand 
a leave of absence. Ham^h Krishnan 
was on the injurea list. ISashi Menon 
was not fielded in the singles. And 
South Korea, a pushover for India’s 
top players, shocked us at Seoul 
Both Shankar Krishnan and Nandan 
Bal lacked the experience and the 
ability to win at least two singles 
matenes for us. Indian lawn tennis 
has never hit such an all-time low. 
But if there is any weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. I just haven’t 
heard it. Why? Do we t^lieve that it 
is immaterial whether our Davis Cup 
squad is shot in the belly—or the be¬ 
hind? 
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Umpires, ground 

officials 

disappoint 


Asif Iqbal 


Pix ; Nikhil Bhattacharya 


BowUt Sikander Bakht can nnt control hU djy'vlcafnirc and k^ck^ fho 
slump as a confident caught behind appeai against Vcnqsarkar is dis¬ 
allowed 



1st day TWO days in 

Kanpur and dis¬ 
cussions with various 
people regardinR the 
behaviour and appear¬ 
ance of the wicket 
made me confused and 
we did not select our 
team till the last moment. Considering 
that Australia lost to tndia in the last 
Test played here with spinners laU- 
ina a lot of wickets in the fourth 
innings, wc originally decided to se¬ 
lect our team from the eleven that 
had played in Bombayi excluding Im¬ 
ran, and choosing from Sadiq, Taslim 
Arif and Abdul Raqeeb. But when I 
went to the ground this morning 1 
saw that the appearance of the wic¬ 
ket had not changed at all from what 
it was earber, though a little bit ol 
grass had been taken off. When I 
went back to the pavilion I told Ba- 
qeeb he would bi* playing. 

The atmosphere was heavy and 
with the thick giass on the wicket 1 
was still quite confused. After discnis- 
sion.s with Majid and other members 
of the team it was finally decided the 
best choice would bo Ehlesham be¬ 
cause ho IS a useful exponent of sdam 
bowling and the ball was going to 
seam and swing on this wicket. So 
we included Sadiq and Khteshain. 1 
thought 1 had been unjust to Ra¬ 
qeeb so I apologised to him In the 
dressing room in front of others be¬ 
cause I wanted him to know that the 
team was selected in the best inter¬ 
ests of the side and he should under¬ 
stand that. He accepted my decision 
gracefully. 

I lost the toss and without anv 
hesitation Sunil said he would bat 
This was one toss I did not mind los¬ 
ing because at that stage I was not 
sure hiow the wicket would behave. 

Sunil faced Sikander for the first 
over and played a leg glance which 
just beat my outstret^ed hand in 
fhe leg slip and gave him two runs. 
Ehtesham bowled the next over and 
immediately found reasonable assis¬ 
tance from the wicket. 

In his second over Sikander brought 
one back to Sunil which beat his for¬ 
ward defensive stroke and knocked 
oil his off-stump to the delight ‘of all 
our players. We flrjnly believe that 
the whole Indian team’s batting cen¬ 
tres around Sunil, in spite of the fad 
that he hasn’t too many runs in this 
series. Inddentally, in th^ last flvv 
inningSv Sunil has been dismissed by 
Sikander four times. 

Vengsarkar came in and got a great 
ovation for bis magnificent batting 
performances in the pas.t two Tests. 
But the very first ball he received 
from Sikander' he pushed forward, 

. hung lus bat and toe ball, moving 
'away from him, took a faint edge 
and Bari accepted the catch. Two 
wickets in two successive deliveries 
was a gpod start for us. 

Chauhan, on the other band« was 
trying to hang around^ gnd get $ good 







look at the ball. As Kim Hughes 
said, Chetan has groat utility for the 
team as he can play a dogged innings 
in difficult conditions. Thus, we 
thought we must try to get rid of 
this danger-^inan soonest. 

Ehtesham, bowling to Vishwanath, 
had a very conhdcnt leg before ap- 
peal turned down, Vishy went back 
and tried to play on the back foot, 
but the ball came in sluirply. All of 
us thought it must have been very 
close. But in the very next over Vishy, 
as he always does, played a cut off 
a ball which was wide of him and 
was going further away and Muda* 
ssar took a beautiful catch, diving to 
his left. This was one wicket we wan¬ 
ted most after Sunil as Vishy la a 
player who plays his natural game 
under apy conditions and if he gets 
going he can change the course of 
the game. This does not mean that 
we take the rest of the Indian l^tt< 
ing lightly. 

Soon after, Chetan tried to flick 
across the line of a ball from Sikan- 
der and got an edge onto his pads 
and Zaheer took a low catch in the 
second slip. Suddenly everything was 
happening Pakistan’s way. India’s top 
four wickets had gone with not too 
many runs on the board. 

Roger Binjiy, after his failures in 
Bombay, was very keen to get off the 
mark immediately, which he did. Ob¬ 
viously relieved, he played a very con¬ 
fluent stroke off the back foot off 
Ehtesham. I continued with Ehtesham 
and Sikander as I felt both of them 
were bowling a very good line and 
length and .seaming the ball well. 
Ehtesham was also swinging the ball 
well and was beating the batsmen 
almost every second ball. But both 
Roger and Yashpal survived till ^nch. 
India had a bit of lude when Ehtes¬ 
ham, switcliing to the other end, had 
Roger playing back and slashing at a 
ball which took the outside edge, but 
Zaheer, at second slip, dropped the 
catch which came to him at chest 
height. 

After lunch, Yashpal pushed for¬ 
ward to a ball from Ehtesham which 
just left him and gave an easy catch 
to Bari. This was a break we badly 
needed as both the batsmen were 
settling down. Soon afterwards, 
Roger, who avoided facing Sikander 
after luunch for about four overs, 
faced a beauty from Sikander which 
came in enough to beat his bat and 
knock down his off stump. 

Kapil Dev joined Kirmani and we 
were reminded of the magniticent 
nings Kapil had played In Bombay in 
difficult conditions. But after facing 
Sikander for two balls, he pushed 
forward to one that was slightly wide 
of the off-stump and going away and 
Mudassar, diving to his right, took a 
brilliant catch in the air. 

Ehtesham then forced Kirmani to 
go on the back foot and edge the ball 
to hjs off-stump. Knowing Kirmani’s 
talents and the amount m times he 
has takah of ttouble^ the 
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WUIo Binnjf KioMwlB&eil ^ 

tt' i^Me aotibt if 1|o cao igikA tbe 

both' Cavatiuir Md VisbWiitNrib 
too .tirad "W do juwee . to 
tilif4r ;r«putsuoa, tlio rcAm needs 
mpre soUdfty Hi tbb battin« tioe- 
W^Aod while the tadiim teem 
>voilW ' geob the opportunity tor 
'^theriwtd. the thett It wKSts to 
bang on to Ae 1-4 lead. 

' ji$opi>iidty. it is felt that Shivlal 
Vsdav, who is potentially a wotid- 
■Cwu howler, still seeds -some' more 
fexpericnce to succeed axaiost bato 
,incn of the oaKhre of the Pahis- 
taBls: tie .'won’t need to becoitir 
snothPr Prasandh to ensure bis 
place in the team, but a little more 
pdliidi’ and .a Kttte more wile wilt 
^^ly'.do him good, So, If the Madr 
looKS-,t{i(e it win favour 
'.mtitoii ’wld ctoild yreit see Pstil ut 
-Ihufth deaindr la Ih^. ^eam. 







wirko: was really d fclicfao me. With 
India OfJ for I was hopeful of 

them out for iirtdiT one hund¬ 
red. 1 continued with Sikauder and 
Khtesham but both Cihtivri and Yadav 
played confident strokes in the va- i 
ennr are;^. Rut they were huky too; 
not oniv were thev bcvjh n lime and 
a^ain bur thev were aKo edjtdn^f the 
ball and just heating the hands of the 
slipc 10 runs. 

After bea I started with myself 
and JVliidassar as the iijjht had be¬ 
come duller and 1 felt that if I put 
on Sikander the batsmen might ap¬ 
peal for bad light. 1 was quite sur¬ 
prised to see that even though the 
ball was old and softer, it was not 
only seaming but swinging a lot. I 
was a bit unlucky not to have Karsan 
out as quite a few times he played 
a ball that was just leaving him but 
did not get a touch and once wlien he 
did get a touch it just beat the third 
slip find went to the Ixjundary. Yadav 
also played und missed, but both ot 
them played quite confidently. Yadav 
played his best Innings so far and 
drove u beautiful four ot Ehteshani. 
A.s soon us I brought on Sikander from 
the pavilion end, as Mudassar was 
getting a bit expensive, Ghavri ap- 
pealrei for bad light and play ended 
for the day. 


So far I hadn't used any spinners. 
With the amount of grass on the 
wicket I would be surprised if the 
ball did not seam and swing through¬ 
out the five days. 


A final word about the ball itself. 
For this Test we changed the ball 
from the Indian 'Samrat' to an Eng¬ 
lish ball, .specially imported by the 
Indian Board. I am happy they did 
so. I arn sure everyone noticed that 
we did not even ask the umpires to 
have a look at the ball the whole day. 
My contention is that if the Indian 
cricket Board, or any cricket Board, 
Is going to generate so much money 
out of the highest level of cricket 
why not play with the best balls. 
B\^n at the cost of something like 
Rs. 600 for a ball (as reported). I am 
grateful that after we complained 
very hard since the first match the 
Indian Board did accept our proposal 
to import the ball. 


2nd day 



O NCE AGAIN THE 
Indian tail frus¬ 


trated us. Yesterdgy 
we had them 69 for 
eight when Karsan 
and Shivlal not only 
played out valuable 
time but also in the 
process added 40-odd runs. Thl.s 
morning, we managed to get rid of 
Yadav in the seaind over of the day 
when playing Ehtesham on the back- 
foot HS gave a catch to Majid who 
accepted it on the second attempt. 


After getting Yadav out, with the 
experience of Bombay, we thought it 
wa.s important for us not to concede 
any more runs. With that in mind 1 
set a different field placing, but 
in spite of beating the bat with al- 


nost evoiy second ball both Ehtes 
ham and Sikander were unable 
g'jt the wicket of Doshi who, in his 
own peculiar way, gathered runs for 
India. When we finally got Doshi out, 
the Indian last-wicket pair had al 
ready added 45 invaluable runs. An.V' 
way. we were happy, despite the fact 
that the last two pair of India hac 
managed to score 90-odd runs as wt 
thought . 162 was not really a tah 
score. 

Both .Ehtesham and Sikander bowl¬ 
ed magnificently and took five wick¬ 
ets each. Although they did not 
manage to get the last two Indian 
wickets quickly they bowled their 
hearts out on a wicket that gave 
them good response. Espcdally Ehtc- 
sham’s was a very good perform¬ 
ance considering the fact that he was 
playing only his second Test match 
and that too as a last-minute inclu¬ 
sion. Wc did not use any spinner at* 
all. Our fielding was clean except a\ 
one stage on the evening of the 
*irst day when Ghavri and Yadav 
/vere collecting runs. 

For the first time in the series we 
opened with a right-hander and left¬ 
hander with Sadiq joining Mudassar 
as Majid dropped down to No. 6. The 
sun was shining brightly unlike yes¬ 
terday when ft was cloudy and the 
ball was moving both ways. It was 
clear that the wicket today was not 
giving as much assistance to the sea- 
mers as it did yesterday. Both our 
openers were shaping well but just 
before lunch Kapil managed to get 
the outside edge of Mudassar and 
Kinnani gratefully acc'epted the low 
chance that was offered to him. 

Zaheer bad to go in for one over 
before lunch and played out time. 
Wc thought the Gloucestershire pair. 
Zaheer and Sadiq, who arc so used to 
batting together and have had tre¬ 
mendous scores for the county, 
would see Pakistan get a good score. 
After lunch both were playing com¬ 
fortably in spite of movement off 
the wicket as tho ball was new. Just 
us we. were settling down to watch 
some good battinjj from tlK*sc two, 
Zaheer, trying to force Kapil on the 
backfoot towards the cover region, 
gave a comfortable catch to Sunil at 
second slip. This was a vital blow for 
for us.' 


Javed Joined Sadiq and looked un¬ 
comfortable against the bowUng of 
Roger Binny and time and again was 
beaten outside the off stump. Sadiq. 
on the other band, was very cool and 
was slowly pushing along the score. 
Me also played some glorious shotf 
off Roger and Karsan. But when the 
Pakistan score was 62. Javed, while 
palying on the backxoot was once 
again qnlucky to be adjudged Ic^ 
before. As soon as the appeal was 
made Javed showed his bat and later 
Sadia also confirmed that the bull 
had hit the bat first before hitting 
the pad. Javed has been unfortunate 
in that twioe or thrice so far in the 
series he has got such dedsions. 


Majid joined Sadiq and opened his 
account with a pull olf Roger which 
was a typical Maid shot. And then 
again when Roger switched over to 
the pavilion end Majid played 
straight drive off the backfoot which 
showed his class. Both Majid and 
Sadiq were playing comfortably 
against some tight Indian bowling 
The wicket, in spite of the sunshine, 
was still doing a little bit and was 
making strokeplay quite difficult. 

Soon after tea, Karsan bowbng 
from the pavilion end, got Sadiq. hi 
hooked a ball which was very 
short, and offered' a simple catch to 
Kirmani. I was a bit disappointed 
with the dismissal because Sadiq was 

K ng exceptionally well and looked 
)mplete control of the situation. 


Then I joined Majid, conscious 
that this was one partnership which 
really had to come good to save Pak¬ 
istan from disaster. Karsan was bow¬ 
ling well and beat both Majid and 
myself outside the off .stump. lie was 
bowling ov-er the wicket from the 
pavilion end and I was finding it very 
difficult to pick up his line. 

From the other end Sunil had 
Doshi bowling. I could not understand 
why on a wicket like this he had his 
spinner on. Maybe, Sunil was trying 
to bottle up one end as Doshi was 
bowling very tight to a defensive field 
too and not many runs were being 
scored off him. He also maintained a 
very good line but without giving 
the ball too much air. He was just 
drifting the ball in and thus we 
found it a bit difficult to sitovo oil 
him. However, Doshi did not trouble 
us at all, except that suns were ven 
difficult to come. 


After spending a few minutes al 
the wicket without getting off the 
mark 1 managed to pull a long hop 
from Karsan to the bounda^ to open 
my account, I felt quite relieved as 
the way Karsan was bowling, I was 
very apprehensive. 1 then managed 
to get a single and face Doshi. 1 
thought since he was not spinning 
the ball and with the field placement 
Sunil had it would be easy for me to 
go down the wicket and try to score 
a few runs. 1 managed to hit a 
straight six off Doshi but soon after¬ 
wards I got out to a shot which I am 
really ashamed of. It was a disgrace¬ 
ful performance especially coming 
from a captain at a time when the 
side needed runs desperately. 1 don't 
know how to describe it. All 1 can 
say is that I am not proud of that 
shot. 


wiin naif an hour or so to go Raja 
Joined Majid end although he lived 
dangerously for the remaining period 
he managed to survive. Majid, on the 
olher hand, took his lime and al¬ 
though he did not score many runs 
he played very responsibly. These 
two took the Pakistan score to 124 
for five at close of play. 


The Indian bowling was quite ac 
curate and most of the time they 




had a more or less defensive field in 
which they had slip fielders in a cor¬ 
don and at the same time had two 
men in the front saving possible ones 
and twos, I was also impressed with 
the way Sunil managed his bowling 
changes and handled the field. Th'* 
Indians definitely had a better day 
than us today. Yesterday we had 
a good day, but today belonged to 
India. 


3rd day 



• w shining brightly 
and the ball 50 odd 
overs old and the 
grass having been 
mowed I took the 
heavy roller in the 
hope of flattening 
wicket. Majid and Raja started to the 
bowling off Roger Binny. In the se¬ 
cond over of the day, Kapil brought 
one sharply back to Miijid who plav- 
od on the front foot and was adjudg¬ 
ed leg before. It was disappointing 
for us because with Majid and Raja 
on the wicket we were looking tor 
ward to gain a good first-innings lead 
as both these batsmen are capable of 
tall scores. 


Hroi came in but soon lost his mid¬ 
dle stump when instead of going 
forward he went back to a ball from 
Roger which cut in sharply. With two 
WK.ketb gorK' and not many runs on 
the board we were straightaway in 
trouble. 

Iqbal Oasirn joined Raja. Tho part¬ 
nership between these two put all 
the batsmen sittirvg in the dressing 
room to «:hdme. They played magni- 
hemu cricket. They played very res- 
r^onsible knocks and I really enjoyed 
the application and determination 
with which these two managed pot 
only to keep the Indian attack at bay 
hut also score runs. Iqbal, I thought, 
was very sensible when he realmd 
that the new ball was due and Sunil 
was using his spinners to push the 
ovei-rate. He attacked the spinners 
and scored his career-best 32. The 
partnership between these two was 
the highest of the match so far and 
I was sure this partnership would 
really help us in the fourth innings. 

The new ball was taken soon after 
lunch. Runs were scored freely but 
at the same time we lost the wicket 
of Iqbal when he tried to drive Kapil 
ofl the backfoot, got an inside edge 
and was bowled. Sikander Bakht. 
joining Raja, straightaway found 
himself ducking and weaving at 
short-pitched deliveries from both 
Karsaii and Kapil. 1 thought this was 
bad bowling because that not only 
gave Sikander time to settle down it 
also wasted the new ball. He, along 
with Raja, utilised valuable time fot 
Pakistan and in the process also 
pushed the score to a respectable 
one. Sikander was finally out to a 
spectacular catch by Kirmani off 
Kapil. After that Ehtesham played 
with Baja to take Baja*s personal 
score to 94 before Ehtesham lost his 
middle stump to Roger Binny. 

Kaja^s knock was a very responsi¬ 
ble one« He played his shots for 



which he is so well known. He exe¬ 
cuted a beautiful pull ofi Roger that 
went for six, sailing over the head of 
Chauhan at the deep fine-leg bound¬ 
ary. Almost all the time he looked iii 
complete command, 1 suppose he still 
needs to improve on one or two 
things, especially when he is playing 
with tail-enders. 1 felt that when 
Sikander and Ehtesham joined him 
he was not wise in taking singles olF 
the first or second ball leaving the 
other batsman to face the rest of the 
over. But obviously the way he play¬ 
ed and managed to take Pakistan to 
safety was Indeed a great perfor¬ 
mance. 

1 think Sunil made a slight error 
as be was happy to allow Raja a 
single and attack Iqbal Qasim. This 

S ave confidence to both Raja and 
lasim, who, in spite of not having a 
tall Test score to his name, had in the 
past stayed at the vricket for hours, 
in fact, 1 had a partnership with him 
in Adelaide in which we added 80-odd 
runs for the last wicket though 
Iqbars individual contribution was 
Just one run. He, however, dio 
manage to stay against the pacj 
bowling of Lillee and Pascoe. 


India bowled well vrith Kapil once 
again emerging as the most success* 
ful bowler. They also fielded well 
and took all the catches, but 1 think, 
as I have already mentioned, Sunil to 
some extent helped us to score 249. 
It was good from Pakistan's point of 
view to gain an 87-run first-innings 
lead, after being 132 for seven when 
we thought we might have to Strug* 
gle to even level the score. 

With the wicket playing a lot 
easier and the ball not doing, we 
thought that we must try to contain 
the Indian bastmen for the rest of 
the day, as we nsally didn't want 
them to get too many runs, Sunil 
started attacking Sikander and since 
there was not much movement, both 
in the air and off the wicket, he was 
able to play his shots and execute 
some glorious drives off Sikander. 
On the other hand, Chetan was quite 
satisfied to just hang around and see 
Sunil score the runs. 

At close of play India were 79 foi 
no loss which, incidentally, was the 
highest opening partnership for either 
team so far in the series. The wicket 




hadn't taken any spin so far. Doshi 
and Yadav bowled for India before 
lunch and then J also used Iqbat 
Qasini towards the end of the day’s 
play blit there was haidly any move¬ 
ment for the seamers and hardly an\ 
spin for the spinners. Unless the wie- 
ket played indiflerenlly, I was sure 
there would b<i a very iiiteiosti 
finish to this Test. 


r WAS SLIGHTLY 
overcast and Sunil 
and Chetan started 
playing confidently to 
the bowling of Sikaii- 
der and Ehtesham 
Unfortunately the ball 
was not doing as much 
as I had hoped, maybe because it had 
became sotter and because a lot of 
grass had been taken off the wicket. 
When the grass was cut before the 
start of play on the third day still 
there was sufficient grass left, but 
today after the wicket was mowed 
bare patches were revealed and i: 
looked pretty diy as well. 

Sunil and Chetan, I thought, would 
go for the runs as India had all their 
wickets in hand and were only eight 
runs behind. But that was not to be 
as the batsmen added just 19 runs tn 
the first hour. I was quite surprised. 
The Kanpur wicket In the past had 
given enough assistance to the spin¬ 
ners on the last day. So 1 thought the 
Indians would try to force the pac<‘ 
and offer us a target of 250 or 500 
which would be a very tempt5ng one 
for Pakistan. 


4th day 



Sunil is yet to score a hundred in 
this ground and certainly looked in 
good shape to achieve his 23rd anv 
tury. When I brought in Mudassar 
from the pavilion end he played two 
glorious shots la the boundary. But 
when he tried to cut a hall from Mu¬ 
dassar off the back foot that was 

E itched slightly short and bounced 
igher than he expected and then left 
him, he edged to Bari. But the 
appeal was turned down to the dis¬ 
appointment of all the Pakistani 
players. Although the resentment 
shown by our players might have 
looked very bad from the outside, I 
would like to repeat that it was pure¬ 
ly an outbrust of frustration. 

Sunil stayed on and wc thought if 
a batsman of his calibre gets a 
doubtful decision in his favour then 
obviously he was going to stay there 
for a long time and get a big score. 
Now playing more confidently 
than he did at the beginning of his 
innings, Sunil suddenly started play¬ 
ing his shots. When his score was 81 
I brought In Ehtesham (in place of 
Mudassar) who bowled a shortish de^ 
livery which Sunil pulled to the 
square-leg and Muda.ssar diving to 
his right, took a magnificent catch. It 
was one of the best catches I have 
seen so far. Mudassar has more than 
proved his utility as an all-round cri¬ 
cketer bv fielding brilliantly any¬ 
where- 


Dilip Veugsarkar joined Chauhan 
and both of them played very defen¬ 
sively. At lunch India had managed 
to add only 40-add runs. 1 thought it 
was real^ very slow going for a 
team which was already one-up in 
the seriee. The wicket was playing 
exceptionally well so I was quite coii- 
tu.sed why the Indians were not real¬ 
ly going for their shots. Both Sikan- 
dor and Ehtesham, of course, bowled 
pretty tight, but they were also help¬ 
ed by the defensive approach of the 
batsmen. 

Chetan then slashed at a ball outside 
the off-stump and managed to get a 
four. Again we weio unlucky not tu 
have Dilip caught behind when after 
lunch, Sikandei Bakht, bowling from 
the pavilion end, managed to diag 
Dilip out of Ins crease on the front 
foot and push the ball which left him 
slightly and Bari took a catch mov 
ing to his right. It was very surpris 
iiig when the umpiro declaicd him 
not out. 

The unfortunate thing that follow¬ 
ed was that Sikander. ui sheer frus¬ 
tration, after bowling 20-odd overs 
and toiling really hard, went towards 
the batsman’s end and kicked the 
stumps. That should not have been 
done. True, we are here on a good¬ 
will tour. But circumstances, condi¬ 
tions and atmosphere have to be of 
that nature. 1 give a lot of margin to 
the human elcineut in any umpire’s 
decision. But if most of the dcdslons 
go against us then surely the Imman 
elements disappears. 

1 do believe that it is neceasary 
and essential for the players to con¬ 
trol their emotions and see that they 
don’t disgrace tiumselves, the game 
and the team they arc representing. 
But at the same time it is very essen¬ 
tia! and very vital for Uicm to show 
aggression to get out the pressure 
and the depression unnecessarily 
created by people who are running 
the game. 

We all knew Dilip was out. I think 
if a batsman docs not walk he should 
not be blamed because all ho 
is doing is just slaying there. 
But il a batsman on playing a 
ball and knowing that he has 
hit it, shows his pad, or points to 
the shoulder, or shirt, I feel that is 
cheating. Dilip just stood on and was 
given k.ct iiit and 1 don’t blame him 
at all for that. 

The days of walking, the days ot 
sportsmanship, I think, have gone 
now^ that cricket has became an in 
dustry. And since cricket has b< 
<ome such a profcssioual sport, such 
a professional industry, the umpin5s 
also should full-time professionals. 
The present state of things, when 
most of them just do it for the love 
of it should be stopped. They shouK 
be allowed to concentrate harder on 
this aspect which is the most impoi 
tant one of the game. 

C HETAN AND DILIP CONTINU 
ed to play very defensively, 
rherc were hardly anv shots, just 


plodding and pushing. Oietao even¬ 
tually managed to make his first fifty 
of the series. But soon afterwards,, 
while playing forward to a ball, he 
gave a simple catch to Sadiq at leg- 
slip. This, incidentally, was Raja's 
first wicket of the series. Unfortu¬ 
nately. Baja hasn^t bowled too many 
overs so far, but when he did bowl 
Heie he straightaway got into the 
good line and length. Raja has plav 
ed enough cricket for Pakistan to 
establish himself as a permanent 
member of the side and I think with 
his brilliant batting, exceptionallv 
good fielding and reasonably good 
howling, he will be a very good as 
set for me. 

When Vishy joined Dihp we wore 
kure he would .start playing his shots 
which in fact he did. He scored al¬ 
most five times quicker than all the 
other Indian batsmen who had bat 
ted so far in the innings. .So at tea, 
without getting any more wickets, we 
had managed to contain the Indians 
and they had a lead of only 99 runs 
with eight wickets in hand. 

The new ball wa^s taken straight¬ 
away after tea. Both Sikander and 
Ehtesham did manage to beat the 
bat once or twice but since there was 
not much movement off the wicket, 
both Dilip and Vishy managed. 
Sikander, of caursc, had Dilip in all 
sorts of trouble by btiating him out¬ 
side the off-slump and once the bats¬ 
man was lucky when he went back 
and got the ball right in front of the 
stump and just managed to get an 
inside edge. 

The first surprise of the day’s cri 
ckel, of course, was the slow batting 
of the Indians. But the biggest .sur 
prise came to me J9 minutes after 
tea when the umpires upheld an an 
peal against the light. I thought the 
light was not as bad as it was on the 
first day when about 70 minutes 
nlay was lost. 

So at the end of the fourth davV 
play India were only lOO-odd runs 
in front of us and it seemed to us 
that the only way we could force a 
result was to get them out. Wijh the 
ball only two oversold there was suf¬ 
ficient shine and hardness on it and 
we thought we would try and get 
something going for us on the fol¬ 
lowing morning. The clouds^ were 
there and there were fears 'there, 
might be rain, but siuce this is not 
the rainy season I hoped we would 
get a full day’s play on the last da\ 

•U7WAT A LET 
•V down for all 
the people who had 
come down to watch 
the final day’s pro¬ 
ceedings! The ground 
authorities should rea¬ 
lise that people had 
paid a lot of money to watch cricket 
and they desire better arrangements 
than provided here. The outfield was 
dry enough to start the play in time 
but the covers were insufficient and 
the wicket as a result was soaked a? 


5th day 

r -\ 






Siclelights 

VmaR. IJl^tftlBtrTION OF 
# tidu^ crwte^ 4 lot of ptob- 
ieq» In tbo T«st. A$&umuaf a great 
^masil' tbis fndocPafc series, 
‘ tfie^Vtiw.Pradeaii Oridcel A$w- 
'mtioik daeMed to route t^ 


QckMjt for studetits weee (pvett to 
‘'tlie SS|. tbougli some of the book 
ofbfitsls ooMjmtned tbat tbi^ were 
not gfoen alt the tichets as per 
tbe rngiaat icpnoract the tidcets 
to VfCA.*s affibated obits were 
distributed by the J. |C. Qrganisa* 
don itself. 

When the saleafor the public 
opened at thd SBt bead office and 
its s» other branches in the dtv 
on December there was natu- 
tally a big rush for them. Report, 
edly, hi^ denoiiunation tickets 
were sold put on the very first dav 
and almost nothing was left by 
the end of the sciond day. 

While some members of the 
public alleaed that the sale of 
tickots had been ‘mampulaled’ bv 
hank offiaals, there was talk of 
forceful snatching of tickets from 
the bank. 

As expected black-markcting of 
the tidkets started immediately 
thereatter andrseason tickets of do- 
noimiiatioos of Rs 500, Rs 300, 
Rs ISO and Rs 100 were sold at 
double their prices. 

But while I was entering the 
ground atthestartof the first day’s 
play I was surprised when a man 
asked me whether I needed any 
tickets. 1 also saw some season 
tickets being sold at a price less 
than their par value. 

The next day I saw a young 
man standing in front of the 
D.A.V. Qollege gate and shoating: 
‘ponthso Ko doso mop' (Ks SUO 
ticket tor ooly Rs 200). All Kan* 
pur was left wondering why there 
was such a fall m the demand for 
tickets. 

They got thehr answer when they 
saw a news item in the psmars of 


Deoeinhar AccordhlB ta th« }»>f 
port, wiffi the arrOSt of an «m< "I 
pliiyee of a Lucknow luting 
pretn and 4he recovery of 40 forg 
ed «easo|i tickets m Rs 40 and 
Rs 75 denOminahoRs from him,: 
the Kanpur pohee claimed to have 
unearthly an orgamsed rafhet 
which witf selhng forged ticket to 
thepttWW:,* \ ^ 

the potioe felt the tlRCA had ' 
been cheated of a substantial 
umonot of gatO’^monter, hy these ' 
racketeers who got fake tickets : 
piintod at a private printing presa ; 
and sold them to a large section 
of the people. Tbis, apparently, 
was the cause of the free avathbi' 
lity of tickets from the first day. 

But that w{^ not the only way 
the UPCA was cheated of the gate, 
money. Chie day I saw a puhoo 
constable making his eotry 
through the Press gate along with 
two kids and, of course, without 
a single ticket. Another day, 
i found a gentleman and his 
wife, bolding just one complimen-' 
tary card, easily make their way 
to the giound and watch the pro¬ 
ceedings while sharing a chair. 

THE GROUND AUTHORITIES 
concerned had made elaborate ar* 
rangements to maintain law and 
order. Five companies of the BSP 
and seven companies of the' 
CRPF assisted seven companies of 
the Provincial Armed Constabu- 
laiT and l,0QO regular Civil 
police constables in this worRv 
.They were posted at every gate, 
every enclosure (cspecuuly in 
the VIP galleries) and inside t^e 
ground. During match when* 
ever the umhifos and foe players 
left the ground for hmch or 
tea, break emlit police persoimel 
formed a ring arotind foe hitch. 
On the fimt day focse eight includ¬ 
ed two mmi with rifles, but from 
foe second day foe HBes made 
Way for lathis. 

f 

TRE KANRUR police HAVE 
tile 0 }Qsi ot mtra&at 

among politsemoa xa tlie 
Spectdtoi-s from 

guavas, bananas, and evoif ^pty 


% ^ i'- i ^ 

^as^towar;^ tbem as they did 
duty inside Ihe tendng, but they 
Mver protested. On the fourth days 
after lunch, the whole ground, es< 
pettaily the eastern stand, sudden^ 
ty wyeloped a guavadhrowing ht, 
mwung to stoppage of pUy. The 
J^alus^tan ^ fielders took the 'as¬ 
sault*' in t)teir stride, with some of 
tiKM pidung up ripe guavas 
,and Finally, about a 

dosed ^volunteers were called 
imd tow Some time to clean 
^he grouptL More than 10 mmutes 
bf my was iQtst* 

For the KanputwaUahs the 
match was a festival Everyday, in 
the post^unch sessioiip they would 
time on tp film songs on their 
tmndstora and raise the volume to 
full pitdi. This was accompanied 
by mass danong. Surprisingly, 
none of the players or the umpires 
complained. 


WHY WAS THE WICKET SO 
glassy, I asked Anand Shukla, 
former Ranji Trophy player who 
is now Deputy Directok of Sports. 
O.P> and closely assooated with 
the Green Park authorities. Shukla 
said he did nOt want to make it 
just a batsman's pitch. He tried to 
give eaual scope to the batsmen 
and the bowlers Then why such 
low scorea on both sides? 
Shukla leels that it was bad bav 
tmg that was responsible for the 
low scores ^*On this wicket whoiD 
the ball was moving slowly of! the 
pitch what the batsmen needed 
was to execute their shots oi! the 
back foot. Most c| them didn't do 
that/’ he said. 

Shukla, as well as two giouods 
men who laid the pitch Nikhii 
Bbattpeharya (don't confuse him 
with the bpor4i^or?d iihuto,n 
pber) and Nabu Shah, liov^cvet, 
said before the stait oi thr match 
that the wicket would ivdp tho 
seamers for the lust two d.iys and 
then would stayt taking spm fioin 
the third day onward'^ 
wercn*t t^Uito correct, Spmncrs re¬ 
ceived no assiatance on any of the 
dayg. V 


ALQK DASGUPfA 


one end while the other side too was 
very red One look at it convinced 
me that there was no chance of play 

India and Pakistan both could 
have been in a position to force a 
win and the organisers should be 
ashamed because it is very vital and 
very important that owing to negh 
gence and inefficiency cricket should 
not suffer. 

As for the Test itself I was very 
disappointed because after the excite^ 
nient of the first two days* play I was 
pretty certain that this Test was gev 


mg to produce a result and 1 thought 
after the great fight-back by Raw 
aud Qasim we were in a good posi 
tion to force a lesult m our favour 
But unfortunately that was not to 
be and we have to wait till the next 
Test in Madras after our i*cturn fiom 
Bangladesh. Hopefully by then 
Imran will be fit and we will have a 
stronger side. 

1 think It is important to point out 
that so far our bowling has got al< 
the credits and that too without 
Imran. it is our batting that wt 


were really concerned about But 
wv» had got a break here m Kanpiii 
with the partnership of Raja aiiif 
Qasim and I am sure wc are going 
from here with more confidence and. 
hi^haitahf with ail our batsmen t 
ling a relief from the tension of 
playing so many Test matches in such 
a small period of lime a break in 
Bangladesh wid do a lot oi good for 
us When we cotiic back from 
there we will be inon* ficsh and will 
be looking forward not only to 
squdiing the s«*iies but wiunnig it 
well 


Sad end to 
promising match 

Sunil Gavaskar 

A SIF lost the toss again removed my leg-guards when Veng- 
and lieavcd a sigh of relief. “I sarkar fell caught behind first ball 
didn’t really want to win this one,” "'***' Chauhan not in the best of 

he said as I picked up the coin. The pressure, 

reason was the greenest wicket ever , .u ,, .u , 

at Kanpur. One could barely disUng- comforting thought was that 

uish the playing strip from the rest **>''' is a. ground where Vish haif 
of the plot. I had no hesitation, how- ® (mostly 

ever, in deciding to bat In mid- hundieds) ,md we now pinned our 
October when we had played the **""■ 

Auslialians at Kanpur the wicket Khleshamuddm and 

bad a bit of gra.ss. played lively on flew oil the bottom edge ol 

the first two mornings, but then Miidassar. Ihaf was dls- 

turned on the last three days as the astrous. 

Urass turned brown under the fieros 

liun. Chetan was and 

Ya<>lipal whoso tonip:M\iniont in such 
With Imran not in the Pakistan critical situations is good, were tr,v- 
tcani their new ball threat was cx>n- ing to get us out ol this jam. Chetan, 
siderably reduced. It was up to our however, was out when he snicked 
batsnwn to last the first two hours Sikandei onto his pads and tho ball 
till lunch and the wicket would ease ballooned up lor Zaheer to lake the 
out Idler. However, after the first catch at second slip, 
hour itself, four wickets were down 

and that was a body blow. Roger Binny is hardly expcriena*d 

in tense situations. But being an 
I was the first to go in the third opener for his Stale, we hoped he 
over of the innings when an inswin- would tackle the new ball well. He 
gei- from Sikander found its way did it hc.sitanlly but importantly ho 
through my forward prod and knock- stuck around with Yashpal and plav- 
cd (Hit my off stump. I had barely 1 a few bold strokes as well. 



Vmosariuir eilges Sikander to 9 hands of Bari 


Just as we were eaafident that 
this pair would puU us through 
Yashpal returned, disappointed at 
being declared out caught behind. 

Kirmani and Kapil had performed 
the rescue act at Bombay and we 
were hoping that Kirmani and his 
young Karnataka team-mato Binny 
would slick around. Roger has settl¬ 
ed down in the Indian dressing 
room and become a popular guf 
with his shy and ready smile and 
all of us wanted him to coinc good 
Playing across to Sikander he was 
bowled and when Kapil was brilli¬ 
antly snapped up by Mudassar at 
fourth slip we were seven down for 
69 which soon became eight for 69. 
Kirmani drugged Ehteshamiiddin on- 
to his stumps. 

At that stage T would have been 
happy if we had reached 100 but 
Ghavri, ever the gutsy cricketer, 
and Yadav applied themselves and 
playing positively had got us to 112 
for eight at the close of play. Admit¬ 
tedly. the bowlers w'ure beginning to 
tire but that i.s not to take awav 
credit from our batsman's efforts 
which put heart into u.s at the en i 
of the day when play was called off 
early due to poor light. While it was 
tiue that SikaiKk'r and Ehtesharn- 
iiddin had bowled to a line, the 
quality of batting was not high and 
,T lot of wickets were thrown away 
duo to a casual approach. 

The next morning Shivlal left early 
slashing away and befliig caught by 
Majid at the third attempt. Our bow' 
lers started loosening up in the dres 
sing room and the others jn Irack- 
.suits and shorts started wearing 
their flannels to get ready to field 
Dilip Doshi had other ideas. Along 
with the gallant Gfiavri he added 45 
valuable run.s scoring 20 of Ihent 
himself and that included two cover- 
drives that would have done a re¬ 
gular batsman proud. Ghavri hooked 
and drove furiously and was always 
looking for runs and when we were 
all out for 162 we were in a fighting 
mood thanks to our tail-enders. They 
had put new life in us and also 
shamed our top-order batsmen. 

OADIO OPENED WITH MUDAS- 
sar and Kapil.getting far more 
fife out of the wicket and Ghavri 
seaming the ball well, we attacked, 
Mudassar soon left, feeling at an out- 
swinger and being caught behind. 
Sadiq and Zabeer j^ayed out time till 
lunch 

We were In such a frame of mind 
that we couldn’t wait for lunch to 
get over. Kapil struck again when 
Zaheer edged to me at second slip 
and then brought one back to trap 
Javed ieg-before, For one who moves 
back and across as much as Javed 
does* it is no surprise that he has 
been out leg-before so many times 
becBUtfQ every time he misses there’s 
going to be Uttle doubt as to the urn- 
hire's decision, MaJidi batting at No. 
S, found himself facing the/very 
thing he had been dropped down the 






Mudassar Nazar i'; lakm by Kirmani 


urdtT for—the niuvin^ ball He jubt 
managed lo survive* and in fact, 
after tea scored only three runs till 
the close of play. Sadiq continued t(» 
plav well and was unfortunate when 
his attempted hook went off his bat, 
hit the helmet and bounced up for 
Kirmani to take the catch. 

Asif came in and survived a close 
appeal for leg-before off Ghavri. He 
then hooked him magnificently fora 
four. Facing Doshi, Asif lifted him 
straight for a six but fell in the same 
over when, jn trying to cut Do^hi, 
edged the ball for Vish to take a 
blinder on his right. If we had got 
another wicket in *^he Iasi 20 minutes 
we would have been on top of the 
world but Raja played two glorious, 
drives. Many other batsmen, in such 
a situation would have preferred to 
survive but Baja always attacks and 
that's the way his inclination is. 

Majid Khan's was the wicket 
which enabled Kapil Dev to notch up 
a record for the highest wickets in a 
calendar year beating Graham Me- 
Kenzie’s record of 71 wickets. With 
one more innings to go. he was sure 
to set up another high. It has been 
a tremendous performance consider- 
lag that the majority of his wickets 
have come on Indian pitches which, 
as is well-known, are hardly con¬ 


off Kapil D&v 


ducive to last bowlers. Also, he has 
had to do more bowling than an\ 
other bowler and more) often has not 
got the support from Ghavri that h'. 
did last year against the West In¬ 
dies. The charge that he is being 
over-bowled is perhaps true but then 
what docs one do when he looks 
like getting a wicket every time he 
bowIsP The Indian Board will do well 
to organise an allexpenses-paid hoh 
day for him and Karsan Ghavri 
after the Tests are over. Perhaps to 
some tourist resort up in the* noilh 
of India. 1 believe, however, tha* 
they are planning an all-expenM\s- 
paid tour (not holiday) of the We«t 
in^es. 

Bari was bowled middle-stump by 
Binny and at 132 for seven we had 
hopes of dismissing Pakistan for less 
than our score. That was not to be as 
Qasitn offered stubborn assistance 
and Raja looked for runs. With the 
new ball due shortly, 1 brought on 
Shivlal hoping he would be able to 
contain the batsmen, both left-hand¬ 
ers. He was, however, given the stick 
by Qasim and 1 had to bring back 
Kapil just before lunch. The new 
ball, taken after lunch, gave us the 
break when Qasim was bowled by 
Kapil for 32. He and Raja had added 
82 valuable runs and frustrated all 
our attempts to separate them soon¬ 


er. Sikander went .soon, caught be¬ 
hind off Kapil but Ehteshamuddin 
stuck around helping Baja to take 
the offensive and the last wicket add¬ 
ed 23 valuable runs. All out 249, Pak> 
istan had a lead of 87 runs and very 
much like us the. previous day, their 
tail-endcrs had rejuvenated their 
flagging spirits, Wasim Raja was left 
not out 94 for what would have beeti 
a well-dc$crv?d century. Kot a bad 
player to have at No 7. 

Chelan’s determination was evi¬ 
dent as he stuck ^ out his chin and 
looked gritty as he played. The hesi¬ 
tant movements were not there and 
the ball mostly found the middle of 
his bat. At the end of the day we had 
put up our best partnership of the se¬ 
ries and were still together. The 
wickct had eased out considerably 
after the mowing in the morning. 

nrUE GRASS WAS MOWED 
^ again on the fourth morning 
and that went lo our advantage be¬ 
cause with seam dominating their at¬ 
tack the lesser the grass the lesser 
the assistance they got from the 
wicket. I also used the heavy roller 
as there was hardly any dew and the 
heavy roller deadened the wicket. 

With the ball already 30 overs old 
and with the above advantages the 
wicket eased and in fact became n 









Scoreboard 


CompO©?J by WRAP RAY; 


INDIA. v«n>UM PAKISTAN, 4Ui T«»t. ptar«a «t Ot«M« P«I'K 
KHtipiir, from 25-12-79 <T«iewd«>^) to ,39-l2-7» l8und»y>i 

2A.I2,79 (FrIdJiy} tile reot day. 

worlii'v match Narfel No. Indie' amd^ 

|»eJkitiUn Bietch, «erUI Nu. 22, Induce duitcK ef^rlnf Ne. 
tnaich aeHni No. 105. 

Oepielno: 8. Oeveelcer (Indie) end Aoit idbel ilPiU^lolelpl 
WIciictkroiierM: 8. MT,. H. Kimniuil (Indies end Waelm llOiri 
(Pakistan). 12ih men; Keitdoep Petil (Indie) end iraallm 
.‘Irlf (I'eklWUin). limylreo; Hohd. Uboiiae end 8wer»ji 
Hibhcu. 

Town won by: 8. M. Oevesluix. < i 


IN1I14 (IfiT INN1N<S8) 

(]hLvu8knr l> Bakht i ^ 

m mta, 12 balls; tried to play lonnard lO’en liMiWln«[cr ottd , 
nibeod the line) 

Chauhan c Zaheer b llaktit 0 

(57 mie. 35 b:Ul9. 1 four; .ufKei'Od a defenidve bat io m dut'- 
^iWHigcr ajifi f'dg^d lo ti<*c.oiid ®llp> ^ 

Vetigsarkar c Burl b Bekht ^' 

<1 nil, 1 bell, edged an away gotOg ball lo the ^keeper) 
Viphweuath c Mudaesar b Khtenhamuddln ^ 

(22 mis. 12 balie; tried to cut an gaUwingar and wee (ak«n 
yinerily at fourth sUp) ■ 

Vaslipal c Bari b( IShtoababiuddln . ^ 

<119 mts, 87: belle, 3 fours; tried to play forward, the^ j 
jumped and took the tnsido edge) 

Hinny b ^kht 29 ; 

(Hi; mu», 76 balls, 5 fours; an IncaU^ ^ewung In throt^h 
the bat and pad gap) 

Kirmanl b Elhleshamuddln / 0 

(20 mtfl, 9 belle; tried to pull • ehort dellvary and mlaaod 
tlK* llne^ 

Kapil c Mudaaear b Bakht k 

(5 rnts, 4 biUls; drpv# Iron hie body and lounh altp 
took a spectacular diving . ca5ch to Iho right) . 

Ghavrl not oul 45 

(137 mts, 95 balls, 3 founs) 

Vndiiv c Majid b Bhteshamuddln 25 

(76 mis, 52 bells. 4 fours; tried to drive an outgoing delivery 
and offered a catch to Aist allp) 

[ Doshl b GIliiephrLmuddlii 99 

1 (50 mts, 51 balls, 2 fours: could not move tita bat from the ^ 
(die of a rising delivery) 

Sxtras 15 

(1 h. 1 lb. 13 ttb) 

TOTAli <aU but) , W 

(328 ints. 68.4 overs,) , ' 

4CO|UNa PATTEKNi 

60 in 137 mts off 27.2 overs: lOp In 258 mta off 63.3 ,Ovexd; 155 
In 310 mta off 66.2 overs, . ^ 

UViiitat 

Biuny at 12 (India 38) dropped by Zaheer oft KhtOsbalti; V 


FAlX OF WlOKBTg: 

i-'i «3kivaakar out, Chauhaa no, (X A runs 4a Ig PiitgK <. 

•cTigsarkar, Chauluin 0^ 0. 1>; Ml (Vishwanath. CtiattluiJi 
V V. 22); 4<17 (Cheuhan, Tashpal 9, g. 18); 5-58 (TasbpaV., 
I'inny 21, 4t. li>l); 6-67 (Binny, Klrmanl P, ft; 16>; 7^ 
(Kapil. IGrmani 0. 2, 5); 8-6ft (Klnaata, Ghavri d: d/.g); : 

9-117 (Tadav. Ghavrl 23. 48, 76); Kblgft (l>Qahl. 4!X': 

45. 62). ■ / 


vnufH> than bapenArd njnd look the edgv) ; ^ 

Zaheei' Abluis c Gavaskar b Knpil Dev .. ‘o 

C2& mts. 1ft balls; edged an outgoing dollvery. Ip aecond ftlM 
keyed Mtandivd tbw b- Kapil . : . « 

(54 ml8, 34 battai stepped' out to .drtva but vbt^llftd the line) 
Majid Khan Ibv h Kupll 19 

(134 mts. 91 balia, ,3 louiv; tried to play torward U 
swinger but Adssed the Un^ 

Aalf tqbal VishWanath PlUp ]>oahl- il 

<39 mta, 30 balls, oho alx» onr^ lour; caught In two minds 
and edged to aUpft) 

( Waslm Raja not out' JH 
(339 inla. 124 balla. ono gi«6 10 foturft) 

Waslm Bari b Binny 9 

(6 mis. 4 bulls; plivyid bairk to nii incutter andMWaa beaten) 
Iqbal Qaetin b Knpil -22 

(119 mts. 82 balls, ft fours;-, tried- to drive but A<>t 
edge to loan mtddlo-^aiunVp) . 

Sikatider Bakht c Kit^mnl b Knpil 4 

(29 mts. 26 balls;»,gavo a anick wUiU Chasing an outgoltus 
ball) , 

Bhtesioimpddin h Binny' 2 

. (29 mts. 36 balU; beutm by Um pace) 

' mtrm ‘■ at 

(lb n. nl> w> 

2*i9 

TOTAt 

(448 mts, 89.5 overs) 


MHIKINO PATTKKN; 

'5u lu 91 mts off 17.2 overs; 100 in 213 mts o>i 42,4 dvVr,p: 
,150 Iti 298 intB off 6»K5 overs; 3ni> lu 361 mts off 73.2 ovt'rp», 

FAIX OF WICKKT8: ....... 

1-13 (Mwdaaaivr,. Sadlq 4. 12 funn in 36 huts); 2-36 ((gulucr 
Budlq 21. 23, 29); 3-63 (Mhimlad. Sadlq 38. 38, M);^ 4 92 
(Sudtq. Majid U 29. 53); 5-108 (AaW. Majid 16 16 39), 
6-m <MaiW. Raja 17. S». 39): 7 t 132 }«. i % 

8 214 Rntft €d, IW; 9-238 (Bakht. B£iJa 78. 12, 

29); 10!:249 (KUtesham, Roja 94, 23, 29), 


ItOWUNOt O-M-lt-Vl 

Kapil Oev i 

(Sh&vrl 21-6-43-1 

BbSly 18.6-2-76-2 

Dosht 

Yadav ri-l-4l-n 

IKBIA (5BCON1I Wflimm 

Oavaaicar, c MudASsar Nasar b Khteshamuddin 81 

: (230, mW, 144 Ift fours: tried to pull the ball and was 

iakep brillUmtly at square-leg) 

Phaphan ^ Sadlq b Wdsim RAja 6i 

(534 mbx: 19i bsMS, sly'fours; tried to Play a googly on the 
lag Side And gave cAtcb tq short-i«g) 

VoagasrkAr net out ift 

<145 mta« tKi ballft) 

Vtshwmuitb noft but. .: 17 

(42. A7 baUSf tvrp, lours) 

Mxtfsui 15 

pb t; ^ 

rOKJUU: 

(for Iwo s^Mkets) 198 

fMfft 7T.g,. OMm) 

■'V-! V > ' 

.4b 1A.& oVers; iqo to it? mu off 27.4 overs; 

^ ^ «1 dmni 

'"V.' w--?' 

'• fJktL: 40- .WlC^ra I, 

Cbauhan not out 82« 125 nine In 380 mta> 

IftL 4ft rung Ip lOAUU) 


UOU'UNGi 04i«XiW - 

Sikundttr Bakht ' ' 

Khtrshamuddlu 

MudaR.sar Noaar . - 

Aalf Iqbal ' ' 

■ 'v',: ■ 

PAKISTAN (Ifcyt INNINCHB) \ 

Sadlq Mohtunmud c Kirmant b Ghavrl ■ , OV ' 

(176 mta. U4 ball.N, 7 tours; tried to hook Without 

line, apoonod easy catob) ' ^ 

Mudasfciar Naxar c 'Klrmanl b Kapil Dav 

(36 mts. 23 balls. 1 lour; tried to play forward, balt virdaft . 
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littlo difficult to play shots on be- 
rause tho bail didn’t come on to tbo 
bat as one would have liked in order 
to play shots. Also, after the rest day 
llic bowlers were fresher and bowled 
tighter and were supported by good 
fielding. 

In the first hours only 19 runs wore 
.scored and then as the bowlers began 
to lose their freshness and initial en 
Itiusiasni they began to overpitcli 
shghfly or drop the ball short enabl- 
mg me to drive and use the pull, a 
sliot I liavon’t used much iv.»cently. I 
liad 81 against by name when I used 
the pull again but the bull didn't rise* 
as I cxiMScted and although I hit n 
rnmly it went to Mudassar right 
near tho square-leg umpire and he 
dived and caught it. tt was a superh 
<alcli but surprisingly got no appre 
nation from the crowd. In the 10 m 
notes to lunch Dilip Vengsarkar got 
off the mark much to his relief, and 
onrs, because that got him oft the 
dreaded ’pair.’ 

Chet an had dropped anchor at one 
end and this was a source of coiili 
d< nce to our team as tlie player at 
the other end could play freely, llow- 
cver, V<‘ngsaikai also got into a rut 
and lound i! ditliruU to get tho bow' 
lets away. The scoreboard remained 
stationary. Chetan puked up later on 
ivith his t>jural cuts and got his fust 
fifty of the senes. He hid progixjssed 
to til when Hd|a had him caught at 
leg slip by Saduj, This 'Ji ought to 
gtdher the two Vs and Visli went 
.straightaway into stndi!. 


When play v/as called off after tea 
V^'iigsuikai was three short of com- 
ptiTing 2.000 luns m lest cricket and 
Vish about 50 shoi t ot liis 5.000. 
There was the wliole of ivaxl day for 
ttjriri to achieve their landmarks. 
Hut that was not tc> be as when the 
covers were removed the next morn 
iiig one noticed that almost 15 yards 
of the wicket had been soaked as the 
water had seeped through. It was 
obvious that the wicket would not dry 
the whole day but the umpii'cs si ill 
had to inspect it at intcivals and just 
bofoa? tea they called play uif for the 
day. Thus ended a Test which at the 
end of the first two days promised a 
re.sult. 


CRICKET BALL IMPORT 

'Insult to 
Indian mfrs' 

Indian sports goods makers 
are up in arms, HARBANS 
SINGH VIRDI reports from 
JuUundur. 

B y importing cricket balls 

for the last three Tests of the 
Indo-Pak series, the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India (BCCl) has 
insulted Indian manufacturers of 
quality cricket balls, according to 
Mr Kuldip Raj Mahajan, vice-chair¬ 
man of the Sports Goods Export 
Promotion Council. His view reflects 
the sentiments of the whole sports 
goods industry based in JuUundur. 
The flutter in the industry is under 
standable consideiing tlial eight out 
of ten cricket balls used in the high¬ 
est grades of I he g.ime all over the 
world are made in India. 

Giving the background to the con¬ 
troversy over the quality of the 
'ndian balls, Mr Mahajan said the 
Board was using ‘.Springbok’ balls, 
manufactured by Pioneer Sports, till 
last year when some complaints 
started about their quality. Some 
people fell the problem arose be¬ 
cause the imported thread pi-cvious- 
ly used for stitching the ball was 
leplacx'd by an Indian thread, but 
one local manufacturer denied that 
this w’as so. Whatever the cause, 
balls kept going out of shape and 
finally Mr Chandei Mohan Singh. 
Director Pion<*»vr Sports, reportedly 
told Board president Chinnaswainy 
that his firm could no longer supply 
the balls. The Board then purchased 
‘Rec-order' balls made by Khanna 
Sports of Meerut but th.'’ eomplaints 
didn't^ stop. For the current Indt)- 
Pak series, ‘Samrat’ balls were chos 
en — and the rest is already known. 

Mr Mahajan says that the Boanl 
acted too hastily in then deciding to 
go in for imported balls, at a re¬ 
ported cxiSt of over Bs, 60(1 per 
ball . There may have been prob 


lenis with a manufaqturer or two 
but not with the whole industry, asi- 
erts Mr Mahajan. The Board should 
have approached the Export Council 
or the other manufacturers and test* 
ed their balls. 

Mr Surjit Singh Jolly, who is 
associated with tho manufacturers 
of ‘Recorder’ balls, hinted at darker 
act.s than mere haste. He pointed ^ 
out that ‘Becorder’ balls have b!een 
used in County and Test matches in 
England, but there was never any 
complaint. Recently, he said, 'Recor¬ 
der’ balls wore used in the Australia* 
North Zone match at Srjnagar and 
all went well. He suspects thcTe is 
foul play somewhere along the line, 
l‘he balls, he said, are being damag¬ 
ed by some people who have vest<^ 
interests. 

Tlic Indian sports industry fs 
largely concentrated in JuUundur 
and Mccrul, where there are 40 
units manufacturing only cricket 
balls. India exports balls to about 50 
coiintrios, prominent among them 
lieing U.K., Australia, New Zealand 
and Trinidad, and these exports 
have been rising. U.K.’s imports rose 
from Rs. H.41 lakhs in 1973-'/4 to 
Rs 46.78 lakhs in 1976-77 and Aus- 
traliaVs import^, to Rs. 29.02 lakhsr in 
197079 from Rs. 14.79 lakhs in 
1977-78. 

As Mr Mahajan said, the point is 
that India has been making, quality 
ciickot balls ~ otherwise these 
countries would not buy our balls. 
‘Sjn ingbok’, ‘Recorder’ and ‘Samral’ 
halls liad been used in Test matches 
in England, said Mr Mahajan. and 
lh(* ‘Wisdon’ balls imported by the 
Board couldn’t be better. Why else, 
hi' asked, should renowned buyers 
like Stuart and Sunldge, Wisden, 
Duncan Fearnley,' and Gunn and 
Moor import our balls? 

Ml Mahajan was afraid the 
Board decision would tarnish the 
image of the Indian sports industry 
.\nd thi' British manufacturers would 
t‘xj>]oit the development to their 
advantage Tho Board’s decision was 
akin to transporling coal to New- 
(asUc and the import should .sloi»^ 
Mr Mahajan amcluded. 


One final word about the ground 
fadlitieij. When the dressing room.< 
were at the opposite end of the pre 
sent ones it was easier for batsmen 
and fielders to go to the wicket and 
there was hardly any jdisturbance to¬ 
wards the sight screens. Now, one 
has to literally push aside guests or 
polios personnel to go to the wicket 
and there is so much movement in 
the VIP enclosures as the bowler is 
running in to bowl that there is no 
option but to stop play by withdraw¬ 
ing from the wicket. Tho organisers 
and police in Kanpur are well mean¬ 
ing and 1 am sure that when the next 
Test Is played at Green Park, these 
inconvenJonoes will be taken care of. 
Happy New Ye'llr to all Sz^ortiiworld 
readers. 



Pakistan players congratulate Murtar^iar, who has faken the catchy and f 7 
Ehtifshamuddin^ the bowler, oa Vishtaatuuh waLht*back to the pavilion 



kanfuk 


A fter the glamour 

and excitement of Bom¬ 
bay, Kanpur is perhaps a 
disappointment especially if 
you are fussy about late 
JXicembcr fun and games. 
Bui as Pakistan’s wpper 
Asif Iqbal stressed: **We are 
here basically to play cricket 
and all else is secondary.” 
The enthusiastic welcome at 
I he airport when the tourists 
arrived at the industrial 
centre on the morning of 
December 23, desoitc the 
reverse in the third Test, 
must have moreover rejuve- 
nated their spirits and the 
trend was set. as it were, for 
a pleasant stay. 

Christmas eve was a rather 
offnial attair. It being the 
nij^ht before the commence 
menl of the. Test the visitors 
got together for their usual 
team dinner, which gave 
way to an important cx- 
thange of views bclween the 
players in what amounted to 
a niid-series review and a 
preview Ut the contest ahead 

With the progress of the 
tie it became evident that 
the popularity of some of the 
star Pakistanis has flagged 
as a result of their indiffer¬ 
ent showing in bygone meet¬ 
ings. Gifts and letters 
expressing derision at their 
abilities originated from 
anonymous senders. One 
packet carried a set of 
bangles for Majid Khan and 
you ran be sure the vice- 
captain, joined by his preitv 
wife, Seema, for the current 
kg of the tour, was not 
amused, ‘*Ask them to put 
band-cuff.s on the umpires In¬ 
stead of adorning me with 
bangles being the caustic 
remark.*’ 

U wa.s difficult foi the 
Pakistanis to indulge in any 
shopping or sight seeing for 
if and when they did attempt 
a trip they got mobbed so 
badly they could do nothing 
but hurriedly retrace their 
steps. Taslim Arif, the re¬ 
serve wicket keeper, seemed 
to have plenty of local rela¬ 
tives ^nd was found mostly 
in their company. Sikander 
and a few of the younger lot, 
oven at the risk of being 
swamped, chanced a Hindi 
movie or two—free passes 
being the pleasure of all the 
cinema houses. 


a 


When in Kanpur for a 
Test it is almost mandatory 
that you be a guest at least 
once Mt Gavaskar’s in-laws. 
Every evening, the path of a 
varying section of people 
connected with the game— 
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cricketers, officials, media 
men—led to the Mehrotraa* 
At the end of the second 
day's play it was the turn of 
the mehvMans and apart 
from the enjoyable cuisine, 
the charming company of the 
India captain’s two sisters- 
in-law. They were pleasant^ 
ly surprised to listen to the 
rendering of two Marathi 
song.s m a disc recently re¬ 
corded by Gavaskar, crazy as 
our neighbours arc about 
pop music this side of the 
bordei. 



Imran Khan—considermif 
film otfcT9f 

HE REST DAY FOR IHE 
majority of the louring 
party was spread out between 
prayer, practice and lunch 
parties. But the senior three 
—Asif, Majid and Zaheer—. 
chose to get away from it all 
and spend the day in Luck¬ 
now. They had lunch at a 
friend’s, languished for a 
while at the Imarnbara—a 
Shia mosque—and eventual' 
ly in keeping with Majid's 
interest in history ended up 
at the former British Resi¬ 
dency, 

Talking aW)Ul friends, Asit 
wiis delighted to meet his 
old college mate Shiv Kumar 
of Hyderabad, who now 
works with a well-known 
Arm In Kanpur. To most 
pHiople’s frustration, though, 
the princess from one ot the 
better known fomicr royal 
families was seen nowhere 
near Asif. 

Referring to the misgukk 
ed leak in one of the leading 
Indian periodicals the Pakls- 
I tani captain laughingly ex¬ 
plained; ”Prior to coming 
I to Kanpur the only person 1 
’ was having an affair with 


was my wife who had come 
over for a couple of weeks 
—an affair I would like to 
maintain permanently. She 
may nqt be of royal blood, 
but for me she is always a 
princess.” Very touching, I 
thought. 

The rest given to him due 
to his persisting back prob¬ 
lem gave Imran Khan the 
opportunity to reflect batk 
on some of the developments 
in Bombay It is reliably 

learnt that he has two film 
offers and i.s giving the mat¬ 
ter a deep thought. The 

letter written to his mother 
from Kanpur , sourc>es close 
to him claim, specJfically re- 
ters to these offers and en¬ 
quiries as to whether he 
sshpuld accept. In any case, 
he is said to have communl- 
rated to his "Dear Mummy” 
that the welcome in the 
celluloid cjty was so over¬ 
whelming that he would 

like to come back there 

sonic time for a holiday. 

Irnran with his neo- 
European complexion and 
Pathan features might have 
won many a heart. But the 
one Pakistani young Rishi 
Kapoor is impressed with 
more than anyone else is the 
unassuming Wasim Bari. 
The telephone operator at 
the hotel where the tourists 
have been pulling up here 
has been kept rather busy 
by ‘‘lightning calls” in quest 
of the wicket-keeper from 
Raj Kapoor’s son. More often 
than not Bari has not been 
in his room, but when 
eventually contaOed, has 
been conveyed a special in¬ 
vitation to Rishi’s wedding 
in latft January. 

Though the next stop was 
to be Dacca, quite a few 
Pakistani cricketers had no 
endorsement in (heir pass¬ 
ports for Bangladesh. Thus, 
It fell on the ubiquitous 
liaison officer Man Singh to 
obtain the necessary stamp 
from the High Commission 
in Delhi. By the time this 
comes out ip print, the 
Pakistani team should be in 
Calcutta en route to. 

Gauhati. / 

W HAT ABOUT THE 
Indians? They landed 
in a confident mood and 
this feeling re’markably 

enough did not desert them 
even when they found 
themselves in a crisis at the 
end of the first day. The 
manager Jimmy Dlwadkgr 


hostect $ card sessidn that 
evening and the talk cen¬ 
tred around remorse alright 
at the poor batfing display, 
yet, a great deal on how 
they should fight back -in 
the match. There wa$ 
good humour aplenty with 
twelfth man Sandip Patil 
being constantly teased for 
his perpetual habit of pre¬ 
fixing his reactions with the 
phrase “of course" and no 
amount of incentive offered 
to him for abstaining from 
the inclination had any 
effect 

Some players do not like 
being photographed with 
fiash-guns as it hurts the 
eyes. Sunil, the Indian 
captain, is one of them. At 
e party on the eve of the 
rest day, one cameraman 
was not willing to take him 
seriously and this gave Tiso 
to an unusual show of tem¬ 
per by the little man and 
wife Pammi had quite a 
tough time trying to placaU' 
the animosity and prevent 
him frorn leaving the fi.i 
thering. 

Some of Kapil’s friends 
had organised a dance that 
same night; and as you can 
well appreciate it was ,i 
rather luscious fare dished 
out to the flannelled heroes. 
The occasion, however, was 
one of those rare ott . the 
field set-backs for Imran. It 
Vas his tactical error really. 
He insisted that the girls 
should come and ask him 
for a dance. This the ladies 
would have loved to do, but 
courtesy demanded that it 
be the other way round and 
ultimately it turned to be a 
mutual attitude of “go to 
hell". 

As one would expect 
there was no champagne 
when the curtain was rung 
down. Indeed, that after¬ 
noon of the final day was 
converted into one high 
concern for the Indians. 
For three hours jafter the 
game, or no game, Dilip 
DoshPs one-year-old son 
could not be traced. The 
very irresponsible maid had 
taken the child for a walk 
and a stage was reached 
when the police and secu¬ 
rity as also some of the 
cricketers and scribes 
searched around town to 
locate them and at the end 
of It all when virtually all 
hopes had been given up 
the two were found nestled 
up in the room Dilip was 
snaring with his namesake 
Vengsarkar. 

ASHIS RAY 
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' l^inny btossomu 1n<«> 2(®”?y-When 
« bPtertifui I19VV vvpiia dm^btossdmt,.. 
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^Packer attadt. 

K kray PAoeeii's exolusive 

ti'k'vision r^hts to tkc crkju^t in 
Aiii)tr4si]idi tins season is imder dtalk 
entitc. Beadem imy tbat it was 
those n^ihts whidi caused diokafs 
greatest split just two years mo* 
They were lield then by the Govern- 
mefit^contraUad Ausirahao Broad- 
oistrng Commission lABC) whidt 
was able tbrondh tts extensive 
Mtiomil network to bitna the aamc 
Info every living room m the coun- 
tiy. PackW*s Cmanel Nine camuit 
As a result, the ABC has Udien the 
TV magnate, his ocimpaaies PBL 
tiiaiiu^tiftg and World Series Cricket, 
und tlic Austrahao Oidcet Board in 
the I'edeml Court of Australia. The 
<^llef)ie is haasd on the implications 
dl the Trade Practices Act and its 
definitkm of monopolies The ABC 
says It shmild share the cricket 
rights ft Bays it can give the best 
i^ver It says it is unfair that some 
Australians aliould be denied the 
crickr^t cover just because they live 
in the outbade Just imagine if the 
ABC wms the case.. . Why wo 
muiht see the Australian Cricket 
fkiurd, pocketisrs nf a handsome iiiiU 
ion or six thi^ scamm, sell the g^.ite 
kuk stork, bat, halls and players to 
Pacher. 

Oossim! the hordtr 


YOUNG IXFT-MAMDER ALAN 
Border was one tif the Aitstnitiaii 
batting heroes lu the first feat 
agtima Ei^Uad m Perth. But wtmn 
he failed in the first moings, out for 
fomr to Botham, it was a'dejected 
iBfiurc that made the long widk off 
the WACA ground in Perth, Bead 
down, he walked sHowly «P the jtaira 
and into the diesMOg ioom. Be toss* 
ed hi^ hat, rap and glov4'«» into a 
cprnoi and slunvpod down. Much to 
the aniusemont ^ Clavid Bnirstow, 
the P^ngkmd No two ^kDeper, Border 
had walked into the Emdaiid dressing 
toom 

hPOT SO fmfW IN THAT TEST 
was an rnddmu involving the Eng- 
laiid team managnr, iben Bamngtm, 
tbc former TnW hatamun lie was 
Ttiahod to Imgpital. Ten ctuys Jbefove 
1m luid been gwisig the Ea^tend 
wmni firebug jniwtMsi in Melbwiie 
and cracked hnnself a nasty Mow on 
the head wBh the bat. lie anSered a 
dkakreaaed fracture of a hone iti bis 
temple, IISwTfsolwe mugeiir in JPerth 
took Mbr n Saw Imiirs. 

lie aviiSsbM fAfMt I 

‘ 5W CilAT.1J^N<»*. TO PACaCEK'S 
r»icdusivr TV lighis ts osrlaiidy Um 
Im^CNting, bid ,1 much move provocn* 
tnv chafiengr has imihu' from th*^ 
fiL»dg<‘lmj:} Fr*oft‘sstoiiul 


Fleynrf* AmoMnuon, JU the fmasinand J 
itmeniriM. .NhmL it Urn 1 

to fWtte a oixHMeelc tmr to A^MMWi j 
ttai» Mar, ta fMt, in fiefcw ia qr. E a—> ] 
iMaAatn af tba pwaeat Aktuondiaa | 
team, Rod Maridi, Gtag OiaroeB.: 
Jeff IfhaaMoa end Oeaiite UHm — , 
aton mtm^s of ffte ArafecitiBinft 
Player^ Awodatioa Iwm adeed i 
tbe AtutraffiM Board to oto n Hlan Rm 
toqr. Witfa previoadly anBctoMoaied 
Jmowlcdee of wnrld ewnts end floA- 
pohits tiiey i)ave told tiie Board th«‘v 
feci tke apical ailaatien in Paki’dan 
ts uneasy. Perhaiu. K’a unfair of nu‘ 
to wonder if tlie eximatuuc pro¬ 
gramme tlioae pluiws fanwe oaeder- 
taken in the past toree seasons ha^ 
anything to do with their request Nn 
nutter — it is deer the pM)^.rs and 
toe Board are once again on coUisioa 
CMirsc. 

CoRTOTt to SOfCOtt 

i SUPPOSE IF THE GEOFF ROY 
cotf Ian club was ever a;^md to du- 
dare itself there wouldn't be too 
much jockeying for posftioa yet I 
would have to sjiy I am almost a am- 
west. Here is a man of 30, hair traas 
pimt and contact leiis, going around 
against the world^s best fast howlers 
and whadUng them. Even under 
fights. He did it again here in 
Bsrdn^ the other day before a ciowd 
of over 21,000 a| the one-day inter 
national When England passed 
Auotraha's moderate 194, Boycott wa^ 
unbeaten on gfi He was aamed the 
‘Man of the Match* — his oseond 
award. He won it befone when he 
took a century off the Aualfaligfis 
And, of course, there was that solid 
! uubeaton 99 in tiie first Test at 
Beitit I suppose we caald say Bay- 
oott^ emne of age at least wBoii 
It ■o mues to biimlfiig foit biiwkm. 
And if there 4s a cynic who feels all 
those fast bowlers one a«er the hflk 


Bsipe%Beiii» Mo fiW 
tsfhitet csIfiegHiwiMni 
baMn arn? 


WfimdMhBiiy 
Iwff gtomt 4 



fhiwyyptl nmm 


CLIVE yjArm JS BACK. .. .RE 
towred muMtotolr from 4 h« had 
Knae ^ the opeuptien. lau Chappell 

H Iwfilc. 4 he JhMrd dooidod « guad 

twhayiaur hoad twM i ld he adequate 
penalty for his aHt^ aiseamliiet 
arito a navioc tnqpflne tn an AdoHude 
Shetodd Shield aaateb. And adwt a 
cocnrttodk hy ’OmnieH! He ww im- 
anedhttoly dwaen tor the two aAe.diMr 
intenwtiiHUls in Sydney, l^rst he 
tvhaeked fihphis off the Wett ladies 
and won the Sdao of the Match’ 
awsfd — AuatMiia woo the match in 
an eatiBOfduiaiy finish, ft «ms Ctiap 
pell's first match siiue 197 S 16 fui 
Australia aud his handsome G 3 un 
buitea gm toe side to 217 off 5 i) 
overs The West ladies coasted, 
niriiardb hitting deanly, vataty and 
Hfortlessly, Kallicharran, the silent 
partner, to 112 for two. Then they 
kwt eiaiift for S 7 . Lkyd went first 
hall. LiEch four for 2 B nff fi.S of his 
tea allowahle overs was the hero 


nEMEM^R THE AUS51ES WHO 

wtuff to lodas. Andrew fiilditrii 

has been dropped out of th? Ntw 
Seuto WMes Mdr . Graeme Wood is 
hade tor Iffeatecii Australia and <die 
bnded vtito a matofa-wtiming 60 
against Tasmania, in the sana* game 
jwung Kevin Wright was numod 
'Man df the Mateli’ for Ms mOsUiid 
mg wddwthMping — Am eictons in 
toe Taamaaian soceod itwinfs: 
Graham YUttim eouttnuos to fall: Jim 
IHggs has dnstroyod even hatting 
'Uaemp hdh howdad to apd tmaa w- 
n wri l i Bd svlto aeeond Shat md ection. 




Mfsamm crkwe^ 

BomM boi gpomi ‘gofitmitth M 9fi>ut 
AustnOiars toadfau ^muM. fhm 
c^tfMto me tor fS w gm ii aani 
the p i a g wa Jwge 'to Jm avaihiilln tor 
iipto TfidtefiagjRwr lorgMMhta 
and MmaSMlI^Mpto. _ iHas j ia w iiS 


ffhtoMi 

Waflwc. 


tor wmmmt mmm aous- 

^ ndSOmm dtoto—totoi OBOiHr m|M|MyMgg laud# 

.boiW SfiiMmioiia filOiig. oMoOEn 

wmpnmpSi nunu 

ivimHiI yfmitat Mm mmm, iGUfimmir 

I ■ - -k im ^.. - ,1 




govcuti-Niupam 'Mem nf tha fitoldh* 






OM Km, 

fMmic ’OHS mm of rm mv- 

Iw ttMrtoa in Sri Laidi«^» 

oiidM! nhndton t cut bt exiKctiNi la- 
tlm cKiMii OMirian witli tHe 
aexi iCLC nioititan wHkii in JKOime 
ta be a caraGM oae far «»* Now» 
tbnrcdfbie^ in ttw tliM te i^iaa oat 
tbe CHUiWIBa ^ nat: into tbm LCd 
India and Mtoann hmm bten most 
ai»int«na nritb tbn^ rnmmBtb Sri 
l-aalia la t|to ipast tow year»« 
We liava saumkem to wn» tito ma«> 
jnr n«iwmv^D0$flSid. Audnatta ami. 
tbe Wtot liidi»--4i«<»iaaii tto fiaal 
dGdflicin fibs into them* 

Inlmesr to cGtdtot baa toest ktnd 
M witb tile smtmsm of tile Sn 
Lanka team to EnelifMl biM srear. 
The win anaiiisti India in the 
deittial Cup game and our good 
showing the Ckmuties 

brought some credit even if it did 
not sweep Engitob crudiet off their 
feet. 

mere is still a tmesl^osL mark 
«iboitt Sn l.afika^s bewhiiil in the 
lurrmational splMr^. No one has 
bi'oa able to eaplam how we are go¬ 
ing to bowl a ^est team with an 
alUi(4c lacking variety and genuine 
pace. 'I1ic batting is promisUig on 
papri bnt wbkii side beta well if it 
canooi bowl the other side out^ 
Aitura Tetmekoon and Opnttoi hav¬ 
ing retired^ two reptoctowoita have 
to be fottnd and a new capaln 
groomed. '£t^ oeiisaion of Hanith 
Fernando^ Jayanta Seaeviratoe and 
Annra Baitasinglie front tha^'taat 
touriitg tounMi loeke an anttr on re> 
fiectira* They aiw $rilt botoBr ttota 
some idt the best that went over. 

to the hdand recently were the 
famcms Ilidim Teak caidtoii Ajit 
Wndekar and an ewally wellkxi^n 
orkketor and eoadt». Vasm Ptoaniane. 
Vam played for Bomtow umm h, now 
QOadkiiig the side, bad ttone 
down tore to the laiiler capacity 
and onaaiied^ tto cridketors of tto 
nmntold Gkth mid tto bteroaniile 
GHcket AstodbtieiL 


mn sponB|wiri 

MMm mm ^vbubey m - 

ttorgg f tod Ito mala toiiraatneeto in 
toe tom nm aa# liato^ monlto of tite 
tod XMto cricket mmm. XNmee^ 
akwa to ttoh Bto of tombi have 
toe oettook tore 



, tonlr imr four Itolitseg 4im to min 
^ and ttoa stmto of tod. hidt aidi^ 
kmimtoto tteir oxgam into ito tori 
mind However^ tbm ib not wmio 
thlttg new. becanae way back to the 
IS^s airi mmrn too ernimr ctom- 
piaiks^ N tw ton ari pto were deprived 
of major boaottcn oaa saverail occsi^ 
^ioiui due to rato Stetto|y> the 
Blooisitold toanr bad sprite of bad 
lack dtm to tato ia^ Itie pari tow 
years and bad to bo mrimt with 
the ntimenMip tortlt far the last 
fhor years. 

TUB SCBOQLS^ THIlUb IBRM 
matches were aten tosnpered bp the 
weather and titte created new prob* 
tents in teani seloctktos tor the omre 
importnri piMMs. toari of tto fitol 
oteven teams in Sci hmdfut are tor* 
timate that they have very alto and' 
competent coaches,, bat it is in the 
nurseiy and jetedor stages khiit a 
^ good many seboois saftor by ap- 
pototing inoompeteat oonebes to 
steer the yottng ladsL Obviously tlti& 
type ui coaching will only retard 
ofiQ^s game. There are many private 
ooariiing cfinics to Sri Lanka run in 
the Alf Cover Sidicwl firmat and 
some fonner oatioaai cricketers 
have dom: a tys'mendoiia job in 
mouidtng sonie of the youth on cor¬ 
rect lines. Hmice it is advtsable tot 
the junior cridkalers to avml ttoai^ 
wives of tbeee fadtitjes^ for it will 
jyurriy do them more gcHid than 
harm. Cht tto oonlrAry^ a good many 
school authorities abhor this type of 
ccmckiiii,, dnm milllQdag the. efforts 
of coaches dedteatod to this type of 
WOfll. 

SmaH itwrcks oi 
iantoistors 


WB HAVE HAD TO BE SAT1»- 
fi«d with SBitril nKn9«» mb far as 



awmas vicitB fu. A StegBpMv €Ut> 
tpam ww Ihwb im Wawiwltwi 
they nre v k kt M f vary i re e P iMBMeiXmgi 
tv- •««« I nwlT ' I^Hmwl ' c||* IMHH% 
bur BOW wtt aBpaoB HoHwwt 9ut 
two <ib»4» Bohm on. OWi* BtHf 
hack from • «i«tt to tto Ear KttK 
SSnfls^npti, Mok^aia ad HandtoMi;..^ 

Tbare a» amm ia ^iWplartiailtE' 
«intes ttt get Mcfertha haw Wia 
year aad adwther tWa would, ao#^ 
tialiie ia alllt unoartate. Oar 
and aoefwttc preaidBat tt dir 
Board of Cottol ftir Cldciwt. 

T. R. VtataaMiiai^ ia antfadatte oC «' 
visit tcoaa Iddt*. It ia «M» ladte adds 
Pakistan have aevaial idaraMMaf 
(T.CC) eomnutmaata to tawar Wl 
tbry have a duty Gy aa tw a* fhUbOt 
rarmbecs of tba Ada Crfdiati 
Cttnfennuaa, vriteca tltay pnm&au0 
that exebage of visita wottla. 
take phMB astauaUa^ Sv Hr, the ok 
sits lunw beeo few and fir ber 
weea. 

The posnbifiities of Uw AustraUa 
team (that rotired Idda pocaaitb) of 
comiitd here were Imt as <n»r Batuxib 
did not negotiate for it in time. The 
Atunie BfHBd had given us m assw 
ranee aa far ago a* tSSS that they 
would vitit us whenever they eamr 
to India and Pakistm. 

GEHAN MENOIS, THE StAM 
batsona c€ Sussex is on bohday H 
Sri Lanka and udil turn out fvr text 
CahNnbo Cncket Club. MeodlS who 
had a veiy suocessful aeaaoa in, 
Engbmdi koeiia tbo Sri Lwdm Hun 
flying aad is maintaining the hum 
standards sat by Laddie OmsdUWtt* 
(WoroestR-). Shceisy dWbtixigitr 
(Laioftrterii Ckw Inman (Leacesiecy 
aad Gaadni Goeouaaan (Ptettn), 

TfXNY QPATHA. WOO* BAS am 
nounoed bU rettrameot fiont tW 
nirttenal team km got a hscnihve 
nmieseioaal eeachhig offer bs Bair 
fimdt aad udlt he away next year to 
tgaad the shah. suaeaslKw Enraaan 
wtwMtuer idqdiig cricket; PneagUy, 
liv is cwtatolag toe Noadesentw 
C C at crtoltot aad dehag a oaaddag 
athto at his (dd siAe^ St niMt'a 
CoHegibi 

OF FOBTTiBR DmUUIST TO 
Sci tanfceaa dtownOMtor ia that toe 
ever panavectaig Mabolm Fraadto 
has regidaed Ua sAkb ih to« Qweiea- 
tomd Sheffield' Shieitt team mdew 
toe ceidalacy of Asssle akimier Greg 
CkagrcIL Peodee and Wbatmue 
aw tWa Shi Lankaw detag wdi to 
HuHaMtm caidtat ad Joto Pbt 
MeCartoy {Wett Australia IMESej 
t and Gaantoi Goonesena (N.S.W. 
dhl to he the only fbor Sci TiOhnns 
to lunw pjayed SheBledd SfaicM Ctfr 
dust. Vtoatmonc. to addtthm. to 
tag tor Viciada, baa aiso wm a that 













Sportspeople 


l I Wftilfe t«r improve^ finSKtaai 


The ktsi ei 
^muxies^? 

W AS THK AUSTRALIAN OPBN 
of DccMonlwr the huit new tou^ 
nament of tho tennis legend lunafta 
Ronald RosewaOT At least Ken hfan* 
self said so shorthr after loaiag 
to the I4tfa seednd cnoipat^ 
Phil Dntt at White City m the Nahhe 
OD New South Wales Open oa Deoeaf 
her 1ft 

IronieaHir oKitnaimd 'Rftuda^ 
<d bis oraqimratf** fra&ty or 
pitesrane. the Anstndbn was one of 
litt greatest grooiklatroito pftgnrs 
and posaeand a dassic s^la. For 
mcne ttuui two decades ho woo one 
oC the three bet* oompetitors of the 
world. Lew Road, bis netaUa oan- 
temporary, best frloid and wwst 
rival sinofi tha atfa of nina* said, las 
year, ‘*I first met Kea when we ware 
ftitiy nme—be is three weeks older 
than me — and »t is a sad 
refiecdon on the men’s game that at 
the ane of 44 he qpn sttll sometlm^ 
hold hia own with tl» best of tbmir 

Indeed, ttm rivalry between BOnd 
and Bosewall, Awstraba's ‘Territe 
Twins” of the earfy Fifties, was the 
ulk of tito tennis world those ^ys 
The two met in the WimWedcm final 
of 19 S 6 and in that lOO-ndnute thrit 
ler Rosewall lost 24 i, 6-4 S- 7 , 4<6 W- 
fore an ecstatic Centte Court crowd. 
But. ao Hoad said, ‘Rosewall stopp¬ 
ed me from gaining the Grand Slam 
that year by beating me on a v^ 
windy day at Forest Hills. Mayne 
that redressed the balance, but in a 
tunny way we were alwayo- sorry for 
each other In defbuF*. 

Unfortunately, Rosewall never won 
the Wimbledon singles title. Before 
the dassic doel with Hoad J»^^d 
lost to Drohny in the 1954 final After 
that Newcombe heat him in IflffO and 
Ms last chance was lost when Jitmiw 
Conoora gnt the better of him in 
1874 . 

And what are Rotewall's thture 
plans? 'TFs about timu I got more 
involved in tUngs oHier than playing 
tennis,” be sMd, Next year, he si^. 
he would conaeatrate more on the 
commerdal side of tennis. ^ 
tag about things sudt as the buildmg 
of tamis campa and eoachtaig ch 
nics-”. 

Chris wfi^rts strike 
threat 

C HRIS LLOYD SAID KBCBNILY 
that she would never have won 
Wimblpdoa had she been broni^ up 
in BritKh comfitiotts. and addM bei 
attUunty to the plea—aadf threat' of 
atrfite actiois—made by her bmRiep* 
itetaw. Oavid Llayd. and fag VItgMia 


R (foart tMidt 1 would be w h ere u 
am m the gune with BritMt ewiA<' 
itona,” Hie saM. ”I was broafilft np 
ih Fioiida and was aMe fo praotin 
tfirue or four beam defIr all mafoar 
nuBft and I cum eMnvfoinfttb aw," 

Hts Llord made her remartm after 
whining bar opunhiii matuh in tba 
fiG0,6M Oafimlsu CbaikmgR Ihiirmr 
raent at tba Btightna Gautte. 

Ae was asked a Httle 1i|^bearted« 
IF vdietttar dba woMd sappart tba 
strike action suggested as necesaary 
to spar tbe tafim thnab Asanoatiaa. 
mto artim;, 

"irtblnli.” she said “that Bavbl and 
Flrgiaia are rfobt. It weadd beln in 
Brftatn if yen lad better onu* ftwOL 
ties; emeciaily indoors, bur udoa the 
JtankHr Amencans come over here 
Hiey fum don’t know where to gp/* 


immm 
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. ..l^hwHiada onoib aPete^ 

WOUiM' MPfiT IkmeMt IMUl ItCtt m e tsmi f f 

or ugof ami endb fowngp Brnm 
mhuImMB tM' givT St all* Issrife Itt tta 
liii 191. wmmitSSr 

"Ibom loaraednloi ficuna thte 
•miK r haua he be voqr alaglhaohite 
to ba nwnbar one in tie w niM ' 
bat B would, Khe tn win RBmNOdMR 
amdn.” said tba whmer cf M mbl O doe 
iMicn and* fhmvthoaa. VnAad Anfaa 


a 

We 



Ah n MMiil* of tba atciha 
peslfve shqeftarwHd baa 
bv dm Laum Tenaia 
wuida oaiatdiahiisf a 

OBOfiPB. 


Fallbwittg a cmnmittM meethue 
reomtbt. the LTA anaQanoeA> tbal' 
whfla they coodd not aftird aOtb a 
eaoital expanditure at die nmmenr, 
diey wonM by lanuary aanounoe 
i^aa to Iktiadt a natfonat appeal for 
the necessary funds, estimated to be 
fil miBkia. 

The LTA have also instmctetf d 
mb-eommittee to negotiate terms for 
the purebase of tbe site. Tbe cost is 
not rcvwriad, nor the actual site, 
dmugh it will be moat surpriang if 
its is not in Oiitwidi. 

The^ suh-eommittee compnaes Bon 
Presley, Major Eric Fraser, Derek 
HardVncb. Derek Penman, and Paul 
Bktdbfim tbe national team manager 
who bar haen tbe most urgent in 
fitresdng the need for a national 
eantre. 

Tbe must concrete move forward, 
vMol is tbe ootcoine of dte presaure 
of ^ dueatened ”sttdtei^ actfani of 
neoAia British idayesn lad ~ 

Ma WMr and David 
gadtead on dm purdtese 



^ . Ifludy that 
could be found for tbo 
and pcrbapr tbe motr 
tiat to Kd«n may 
nmofeag amm cd tte 
m bowd tb bnklgft, 


CtW «H»> 

t« be^ 
ft od ' 

FetUt a/gminst Amm^ 


Hilkafi oodosAeasM gh imt 

* Ragano arene it ono fobhrlwa tba 
prmilts of steflg igaatnlMm. ibannia 
«dte aOMfimi; th tbp mia 
crowd pag cho l ag y piiixn w . 
ndo and dm attegh oggintr' ttft ttwft 
women* mdbnntiim imdfar noww* 
10 , 1 00 0 1 # tar omm Rtonwo op baanh 
ed lOBOo on tbe gorO oF ditltor or bOttl 
Maybe m wrong or evon 
01^ geet ' 

sMb wm_mn4^ 




CM* fioefiJboMrioiaft tb ik0ti 



fm Jm f Um i 

];&%!% 

jjjViaiMMpR. Ttm iacmat ^-^nTa in 
*« # Ws tliirtt nwott^MlMh 
*•** Dent «inil» '<m m 

<84. <4, 


Ute sneiStatnr Aen kidoMl tbe bnL 
in tbe «i^r «m 1 caaght it bafMm aittiiui 
m a etotuL But jpbiice $om tMk liim 
away. Aanye hM taler: n Adn. 
know wbaft w« tanmotac 'for « mo 
uieiit and abaott .ta ri wd out wdb mt 
r4i:ket. It didnt wnray nae mmSk, 
Just Muned -mt". 

Omam <cA»6tff 

P ATS AM8 BXPLOtOS OF A 
wfUiet4fteefMsr usoa^far go un- 
ituni' m Aanji m^ohaSo e£ 

penally when a tmring learn ie 
involved in an absoi^timg aertee. 
Hfcr^ntly the 20-year4aid laipitr col 
\ ^1411 l^katiendra Katmh^ in his 
debut for Ramsthen against Vldar* 
bh<t in tbe Central Zone Rami 7^ 
hpy tie at Ajmer almost peiformA 
4 mtiacie by taking a tnUri niglit 
ratchet in the match — four «ach 
m an innings 

Rai\|i Trophy records shmv nine 
victims in a match ms the hesbamr 
fieifoimaitce hy a wbdieUcjoaiier 
Young Shailcnilra might iMve loiaad 
Madbav Mantri, Kana Jnibi and IL 
S I»der|itoQghjt if he had added 
but one fmm inctinr to hk tich 
bauL But it will be on the recofds 
that Kau^k i$ the mdy wiaiat 
keeper in the tiiiiniimieiit ao iai 
wkoae eiight ^tithm in a mateh mm 
caught. has > faig [a M »aa d 

fhr recmtls of M. <1. Umm df 
Buroda and ISniaamMHr Siaidi ^ 
Ihuaathae keae ta their aeedit 
Sevan caldhea in e angheh ^ the ea- 
istiiig Heiiii TMWdL Inan two Baaii 
Tmimy maMme Itamhik has n teMi 
of HI #iddaia gV eNddb 70 erete 
bar idthu 


iSolMnii 



taB A 
take 
At Ae AnrcuI 
«e«Mic 

..Ida wPm 

-- 


WMfiflf immAb 
aAsiMCMBM^ 



> ter « wuMtat. Ae Anuglrt lie wes 
taBdus ebeut Smvto Simdi's pros. 
»Haft a Ae wm Astau Ctames. 

Bebnr uonected as. am referrimi 
to Heseew. Ainn is feiag to'Ctaum 
Ae-fcdd Aedil at the iloscsew Otam- 
ntai dMtt a a e# *, 

a 


Wbar, cnma^ oa ea am u p un eut 
wMi Ae 6. V, Baja Spmts Scbodl >a 
TnvMKlruin. spoke to bportaawrfat at 
Aa Mwfaaa Chatial atatwu wbeaa lie 
broice JoittiMv .op lus way heme to 
tSfArnad. It was anotber aaiiide 
flf bfoon bafeae his cooueetiag traia 
was due aad, naturailv, out W* a 
ieta centred roand b>^ protege, Aa 
Asian Games 400m xaU jamdnlltat 
Siiiam Antfi 

"Even thoni^ 1 am nW m OaAi 
nomdays, we cer resp ond wlA each 
aAwr sagHteAr. Abam rings mr 
up onoe m a day. Hs told me A w*s 
trawiog hard, vary Ard and has bis 
ayes set on Moscow He trams in 
DeAi’s Buddta Jayanti Garden or An 
Mcbni Park in the moraings «nd ^ 
National fitadnim in tte eveaii^ 
Geetn Butsi also trams with hua. ila 
has no more of bis old hnnbh pro- 
btems InshoWob’ it will he goW for 
Srinua in Moscow," prophestos esadi 
BiAur 


Tblhilig aboiit his proseitt nmigii* 
ment, Babur had nothing tail pratae 
for ^ amup. "Ihe G V Sports 
School is wing a good Job 1 have 
two nasistaid ooachas under me—M 
1). Mathew -and yottag Joy K Ahro 
bam. MteAew ta A charge of A’ 
ghrls, Jay, Aa taurs. Both of them 
are very eAdeut It is a plaaaiua to 
woA wiA Anm". 

Kaipana's casa 



KAiPAtu amNAm i& 
WMIIAmI MSNtt jpamasAis 
' ' _ Bar BLA. ta 
at jhamnBwi 
for Phyabad JMweatiaa. 
But Aa Abmt nf Aia Bl- 
!rear*old Indian hope mag Be aaid to 



I A fsing waste because Bt As treat- 
1 mnatt mar women gymoeato roentae 
i ‘fsem Ae pewm that A. 

I 

I HttUiag from Ae biA StUto df 
Thpuni, fCa^utt oubk into Ae 
Bmelight to IMS wBen Ae became 
Ae amANiel rbampioa m tbe jumor 
aectton at Agartala (Tripura). En¬ 
dowed wttb a perfect -ptaysigue, Ae 
nnaioed Ar crown at Jbaasf to IMS. 
Ibea, m 1077 and 1078, sA beoaiae 
Ac amuor WaAinal ahampwn. And 
AA to Ae 1076 Nationals atBomBay 
and in 1A INomm’s Sports FhstieUl 
at Bangalore, aA wm Atdared As 
best Amnost in India. 

But loMi at Ae frnstmtion of Aia 
girL In 1074, aA was eetacled to 
. represent IwA for tA Tebemn 
Aswd. But t A cnsel iroiqr was tbnt 
Ae Ministry dM not ckwr her. But 
KalpaA, liBly and Atemined as 
«A is. did not tarn heart. At borne 
sA gave a Amnc Anioiwtlritioa <oi 
her prowew before tA vbdttoll 
Ausaian team boA at Agortata and 
Cbatidigarii, which won her warm 
acetaim from Ae visitors who, inci* 
doBtniiy. lead tA amrM to gymnas¬ 
tics now. Will tA Miniatiy bow 
come forward to allow Kalpaaa to 
go abroad instead of kiUtng Ae mat 
w Ar for gyamaatka? 

Dr. M.A.M, 

A t GfH.lM5N JimiliEB 

celAration of tA Annamatai 
University recenA. Ae PresWmit 
feitfened an tanMamy doctorate oc 
MAM ttonwsnumv for his aarvi 
CCS to msrt to todta. 

TA indofatignUe MjAM. bas; 
over tA last tow gears, dodkntad 
bis Ufe to tA promotion mad upUlt 
af sport to Tndia. pwtteulnA Ac- 
key and bocae seeing. Ibirfnc bta 
tenure, India bas won a World Cop 
and participated to att major tour- 
macnitB aramid Ae wofld. Vtttioua 
enaeUag canpe bave baea taititoed 
hg him oMd Beapito Ae Caseeadrea 
iBaauwwamar toeb 'ttaM *Tndiaa hoc 
Bay has a weor brigbt fubne. Tbooe*a 
a let af tahntt aanagtit Ae ymmg- 
oters and to a jfmr geats Aegr Aoubt 
muA good. We dAH ouae again 
A OB top of Aa omML'* 


TA abga lAaa df Ae Xndkm twf, 
A. Bamatmwagto dAer jBtenmt » 
to Ae wadltog mad BtoBmroas world 
af barne twmg. lie -cAer o wn e r m 
Sndta Ae enm ee nanor Cfassics Nc 
taw adaimto cnimed Ae <88 aarrfc end 
fs wall <A fA wag to aetAig « 
miM memfi. WiA a ebtac af ewer 
SO banaB, Bg Ar Ae fargeet in 
sH Uiff, lUkll. ifeeb Ant bteedtog 
and taactog Amfld -oedAme to A 
wBeauaMtai As Goeeranamt. *Bo 
laag me Ae apeto fs nm Amair, b 
mill Brttog A a At df emamiw to tA 
^CteitoriBAai asad gtau a A of plea 
ama to Ae tpeBBe. dtoriag Ac tost 
tow jw e w > tie wMaAr af atnd farms 
Aum -gAta Bp> mid Ae muAtv oi 
Ae A^ig A aed i i toclr has been 
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News: National 


NATIONAL BADMINTON 

Syed 

Modi much 
improved 

PRAKASH PADUKONE 

PICTURES • A B NANDI 

A fter two decades, big bad- 

minton came to the industrial 
town of Jamshedpur. Despite some 
minor upsets, the championships pro¬ 
vided some good badminton. 

The Indian Universities and Indian 
Railways bagged the Uahimatulla 
Cup lor men aiKl the Chadda Cup for 
women, respectively, iu the inter¬ 
state championsliips. From the very 
beginning. Universities were the 
favourites to win the men’s crown. 
But an unfortunate accident, while 
going on a scooter, to Vikram Singh 
at Delhi raised doubts about theii' 
chances on the eve of t*va champion^ 
ships. But the oth'^rs played extreme¬ 
ly well and claimed the Rahimathulla 
Cup for the first time defeating Maha¬ 
rashtra by three games to nil in the 
final. 


Universities almost lost to Punjab 
In the semi'hnais, but eventually won 
3-2 in a thrilling tie. The turning 
point was the fourth match between 
Universities' Madhur Bezbora and 
Sanat Mishra and Punjab’s Davinder 
Ahuja and Vinod Vatrana. The 
Punjabis were comfortably placed at 
14-12 when Davinder failed to platx' 
a iToss-court drop into the rivals' 
court. This saw the scuviev, change^ 
over, and the Univinwilies levelled the 
scores at H-14, bt'fore wrapping up 
the game at 17-15, to gain a niatde 
winning 3-1 lead. But foi that mis 
lake, Davinder controlled the game 
extremely well. He was lather un¬ 
lucky. 

Maharashtra prevailed upon Tamil 
Nadu 3-2 in the other s^uni-final. 
which was again a tliriHing alfair 
Partho Ganguh put Tamil Nadu 
ahead wlien he defeat(;d Pradcop 
Gandhe ui sliaiglit At the end 

of Uui singles, Tamil Nadp w*:re up 
two games to one. In the doubles, 
San jay Sharnia and Gandhe played a 
splendid game to level the scores at 
two-all beating Partho and Chengap 
pa. Gandhe made ample amends foi 
liis defeat m the singles and kept 
Maharashtra’s hopos alive. Having 
restored parity, Sudan,shu Hukku and 
Dhume, Maharaslitra’s juniors, de¬ 
feated Tony FdithasarUiy and Suresh 
Menon in three games. 

Winning all their singles matches, 
Universities made the task easier foi 


themselves in the men’s final Uday 
Pawar defeated Sanjay Sharnta while 
Sanat Mishra beat Hukku in straight 
games to take a 2-0 lead. In the third 
singles, Bezbora scored an unexpect* 
ed victory over Pradeep Gandhe win¬ 
ning two games to one. Madtiiir de¬ 
fended well, mdinlaining a good 
length. Another factor that helped 
him was that all the shuttles were - 
too slow, and Gandhe’s smashes 
came so slowly that Madhur had 
enough time to return thorn easily. 

The women's final was an easy 
aftair with Railways retaining the 
title without much difticulty. Amt 
tihia scored an effortless win over 
.Snjdia Jain. Even though Maharash¬ 
tra’s Amita Kulkanii beat Railway's 
Madhumita (Joswarni easily in the 
second singles, it did not affect tlva 
Railways’ chaners as Ami and Mau¬ 
reen D'Souza (nee Mathias) outplay 
od xSujdta and Amita in straight 
games. 

The Bagtninton As.sodatiou of 
India should seriously think of chang¬ 
ing the pattern of the draw in the 
BahimathiiDa Cup. Thomas Cup 
rules should be applied here and 
parings should be done according U 
thj- rankings of the players. At pre¬ 
sent, the captain of the team gives 
three names and the number one in 
his list plays the iiumbor one in tlr 
others and so on. it olten happens 
that a strong player takes ou the 
second or third ranked player of the 
other beam. If Thomas Cup rules art 
introduced, the relative strengths ul 
the teams would be known and th^' 
matches would also be more interest¬ 
ing. 



Prolta^li Aftottt to mtdo .m tW oenU-Anoi'motdli osoMat toMomt PtwUnp CandhQ «n4i Smi<n/ Shcertna. Kiran ^7 
Kimlti/t k behind PraHenlh PrakaA and Kinm won. provUina the pnlv upeet in the toumament 






Nationals' 

npttE' aADMIJ^rON NATION^ 
« . mU at jfamshedpur was 
i oalc^aij^ed tb^ 'Aloe Natianab* 
by the players. Be it for break* 
flilt; Ibocb. or dinner, it was 
aim (i^Utbes)^ aloo and ,alon. 

chanaed only after the 
Siftfc While: the players took 
lhi$ jOvfaHy* they were very upset 
with th^ lodnin^E facilities provide 
>4 to the glm Over 80 girls were 
aiOiiea to Uve in just two class 
roomsi Thie the class rooms were 
htg, but how could one expect 
tham to sleep comfortably in iust 

Affbr much persuasion, the or^ 
isanisers placed another couple of 
rooms at the girls' disposal The 
reason attributed for the first 
Bttim Was thought that the 

woum Hke to stay together*'. 
This Was in contrast to the lodging 
of the officials, who stayed com¬ 
fortably in guest houses, etc 

That wasn’t all There was no 
drinkfug water at all in guy of the 
rooms, nor theps any buckets 

to, cpBect it from elsewhere. So 
,||lp poor players had to dnnk 
water straight from the tap and 
bathe under ll This was indeed 
surprising. V for Jamshedpur's peo¬ 
ple are known to be good hosts 
add ahr championship is always 
swcoessfullyi organised here. 

Jfiirther. the matches were play¬ 
ed to a amal) bait where the courU 
were slippery. The background 
add, even the roof was of a ligm 
colour^ thus handicapping the 
to an extent The onlv 
ptoa I^t for the organisers was 
the excellent transport arrange¬ 
ment. 


P IE OPEN EVENTS WERE 

marked by the withdrawal of 
three seeded players, two in the 
women*^ section and one in the 
men's group. The champion for the 
last two years, Kanwal Thakur 

Singh of Punjab, withdrew from 
the championship as she felt not 
absolutely fit Teenager Radhika 

Bose of Maharashtra declined to 
participate, giving preference to her 
examinations. These two were in 
the same quarter and their non¬ 

participation saw an uoseeded play* 
er make the,quarter-finals. As I 

have mentioned earlier. Vikram 

Singh met with that scooter acci¬ 
dent and will be out of action for 
another c<3uple uf months. 

The clash between Davioder 

Ahuja and Vimal Kumar was the 
most interesting of all the matches 
that took place in the earlier rounds. 
In the first ganK^, Davinder surged 



Ami Ghio—winner of the coveted double 

to a 8-6 lead But then Vimal took 1 

several points in a row to make it < 

12-9. But when. Davinder's turn j 
came to serve, he made at 14-12. 
Viniril made it 14-all but then lost j 
two points to see Davinder go ahead ^ 
at 16-14, However, Vimal caught 
the Punjab player at 16 and won 
the first game. Davinder looked 1 
tired in the second and slowed down < 
a bit. Vimal caught him repeatedly • 
at the net with his deceptive back- i 
hand and forged ahead at 7-2 and j 
looked like wrapping up the match. ’ 
But Davinder nad different ideas < 
altogether. He got back his breath 
and took full control of the game ' 
from then on and won the second 


game at 15-8. In the decider Davin¬ 
der was right on top and did not 
give Vimal the ghost of a chance. 
Vimal conceded too many negative 
points and lost the match tamely at 
2-15. 

Perhaps the best match of the 
tournament was the pre-quarterfinal 
clash between Uday Pawar and 
Sanjay Sharma. Both played a very 
attacking game right from the be¬ 
ginning and kept up a good pace till 
the end. Uday was definitely supe¬ 
rior at the net. On the other hand, 
vSanjay scored repeatedly with bis 
overhead cross-court smashes. But 
Saojay's lapse of concentration at 




^cial stages^ proved lo bo his un¬ 
doing and cost him the niatdi. 

The pre quarter-6nal clash bet¬ 
ween Davindcr and Madhur Bezbora 
was defencc>oncnted with the play 
eis prxiferring long rallies, Madhur 
had a slight edge over Davinder as 
far as sp<icd and fitness were con- 
cerned. Bat Davinder with his si 
erb backhand and con trolled decep¬ 
tive to:i,scs made Madtiur run all 
over the court. Davinder Often 
taught Madhur on the forehan 
bastdino, followed it up with sharp 
drops on his backhand whicli fetch¬ 
ed him many points. But Madhur 
concentrated on keeping a goo . 
length and kept Davinder on th 
l)a>tdine most of the time, this 
meant a lot of tunning around I 
Madhur, but at the same time Dav- 
Indof was also made to move a b 
fa>U This strategy paid rich divi¬ 
de luls ill the decider siiit'e Davinder 
alter taking a comfortabk? 6-1 lead 
slowed down anxi sut tendered the 
initiative. Once Madhur forged 
aliead theie was no stopping him 
and he won 15 9 in the third game. 
Unlike the previous day when Dav¬ 
inder prevailed over Vimal, this 
time it was youth getting the better 
of < icMicMJ. It was indeetl a well- 
deserved vicory for Madhur. 

Partho Ganguly who had a tough 
time against Subroto Banerjee in the 
pie-quarter-finals, scored a good vic¬ 
tory over Uday Pa war in the quartai> 
(iiials over Uiree hotly-contested 
games. Uday, pl«£ryiag an inspired 
game, took the first game quite 
easily, Uday’s task was made easier 
by Partho who conceded many nega¬ 
tive points in itic opening game. 
However, Partho tightened his grip 
on the match by winning the second 
game. The third game saw Partho 
taking an early lead and he hung on 
to it till the end to win the deciding 
game. 

Uday had definitely improved his 
fitness and was also covering the 
court well. His occasional leap 
smashes were a treat to watch. But 
what was more heartening was that 
he was able to recover fast enough 
after smashing and to reach the net 
quite early. On the other hand, 
Partbo’s swift movements on the 
court makes him an attractive play¬ 
er to watch. Both Partho and Uday 
gave an all-round game. Both have 
an attacking smash and a sound de¬ 
fence. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that every time these two pia.v 
against each other it invariably pro 
duces one of the best matches in 
any tournamenl. 

In the quarter-finals Syed Modi 
overcame a stiff resistance from 
Madhur, especially in the first game, 
Pradeep Gandbs got the better of 
KulteJ Singh in three games and 1 
beat Sanat Mishra, 

In the first semi-final I got the 
‘better of an erratic Pradeep Ganohe 
in straight games. Pradeep was not 
fully fit as ne was having trouble 


with his shoulder and he tended to 
be a bit erratic 1 made the final 
easily. 

Modi made the final for the se¬ 
cond lime in succession when he 
pievaiJed upon Partho Ganguly in 
straight games. Modi definitely ha. 
an upper hand throughout the 
match. PaHho Droke the strings of 
four of his racquets within the six 
points of the first game and this 
must^ have had a psychological effect 
on Ills garrio. He never really settled 
down after this and lost rather 
tamely. 

The men’s final was a repeat of 
last year’s. This time Modi played 
a much more inspired game. He 
played very coufidently right from 
the beginning. The match lasted 
nearly 45 minutes and both of u 
played a very positive game through 
out. There were very few negaiiv 
points and we had to earn our 
points. Modi took three points in his 
very first service but I caught him 
up ill four and then forged ahead. 1 
u.sed my half-court smashes to create 
openings and then finished off the 




Mttdt—an game in me final 


weak returns with full-blooded 
smashes on his body which fetched 
me many points. On the contrary, 
Modi scored most of his 'points 
through controlled down-the-Une 
smashes and overhead cross-court 
drops. 

Modi has a lot of deception behind 
his strokes and varies his strokes 
very intelligently. It is very diffi¬ 
cult to anticipate his strokes as he 
can change them even at the last 
minute with a flick of his wrist. I 
won the first game at 15-8. It was 
five-all in the second game when 1 
decided to keep Modi on the base¬ 
line and scored five points in a row 
to lead 10-5. I kept up the pressure 
and when Modi in his attempt to 
play a sharp drop put lh<j bird onto 
the net I had won the match and 
the men’.s singles crown was mine 
for the ninth time in a row. But 
Modi gave a sterling performanoe 
and deserves full praise even though 
the scores in the final do not suggest 
the closeness of the match. 


Hufrvtn-^ave Aim some anxtuus mo- 
mefm hi the final 
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Prakash receiving his nmfh ccnutecu^he singles trophy from Manekshaw 


Ami Ghia won the women's sinRles 
for the fifth time after a lapse of 
two years. With Kanwal deciding to 
stay away, it was a foregone conclu- 
son that Ami would walk away with 
the title. But she had a few anxious 
moments in the quartcr'-finals and 
the final against Sujata Jain and 
Hufrish Nariman, respectively. 

Sujata did well to extend Ami to 
three games in the quarter-finals be¬ 
fore going down 6-11 in the dedder. 
Hufrish got the better of Madhumita 


in the quarter-finals in another inte¬ 
resting match. 

Hufrish defeated Vandana Chip- 
lunkar who had made the semi-final 

f [rade since both the seeded players 
n her quarter, Kanwal and jRadhika 
Bose, had withdrawn. Hufrish won 
in straight games. Ami Ghia too de¬ 
feated Amccta Kulkarni in straight 
games in the other semi-final. 

In the final, Ami dominated the 
first game and won easily, but Hufrish 


shut into a 0-1 lead in the second. 
However, that was as far as Hufrish 
could go. Ami reeled off six points 
in a row and wrapped up the second 
game at 12-10. She then wont on to , 
■ win the coveted double in partner¬ 
ship with Maureen D'Souza (nee 
Mathias. She bagged the wornens 
doubles with a victory over Lata 
Kailash and Susan John of Kerala. 
They encountered little opposition 
and were head and shoulders above 
their opponents. 

Kiran Kaushik and myself claimed 
the men’s doubles title defeating 
P.G. Chengappa- and Partho Ganguly 
in the final with a straight-games 
verdict. It was Kiran's first title in 
the National championship. He gave 
me adequate support and we upset 
the calculations of the seeding 
committee in beating the top-seeded 
pair of Pradeep Gandhe and Sanjay 
Sharma in the semi-finals ^t 15-U, 
154 and went on to beat 
and Chengappa in the final. The 
other semi-final clash — Pradeep 
and Chengappa vs. Madhur Bezbora 
and Uday Pawar — proved to be a 
cliff-hanger and the spectators got 
their money's worth. It was any¬ 
body's game till the end. It was 11- 
all in the decider at one stage but 
in the end Pradeep and Chengappa 
came out victorious without conced- 
i ing any further points. 

I Tony Parthasarathy and Bhanu- 
mathi of Tamil Nadu claimed the 
L mixed doubles for the first time 
defeating the more experienced pair 
of P.G. Chengappa and Noreen 
Macleod in the final in straight 
i games at 15-6 and 17-13. 



3^ The Railways women teamr^^wkmer of the Chadha Cup, •* Ami Ghkh Kendum Ketkar, M. S. Him* 

(manager), IHpu Qhoilh (ooach)^ Maureen lySouea and Madumka Goewam 





INTERNATIONAL SNOOKER 

Fare 

getting 

better 

GIRISH PARIKH 


I N SPITE OF THE TEST MATCH. 

the Asian Badminton and the tou- 
nis Grand Prix cuttinij into the buil 
gels of sportslovers ttva response to 
the snooker tournament in Boiiiba\ 
last month was overwhelming. Ninety 
per cent of the tickets were sold and 
nobody was disappointed. The touma 
ment was organised by the Maha¬ 
rashtra State Billiards Association 
and sponsored by the JK group. 

This time the tournament was hold 
in the winter and so the playing con¬ 
ditions suited the foreign participants 
moi'e than the previous time, when 
the heat and humidity affected their 
performance. The tables also, with 
the poc kets accurate and the strength 
of the cushions adequate for precisci 
oositioiiai play, lent itself to some 
hie breaks. Seven players from out¬ 
side lu'dia, and all recognised in the 
international .scene took part. 


Arvind Savur, the national cham 
pion, represented India. In the very 
first game he beat Taylor the 

World No. 2. and then lost very nar 
vowly to Thoburn, the eventual fina¬ 
list. Savui is a front runner with 
tremendous potting ability and posi¬ 
tional play, but he does have a ten¬ 
dency to inaks mistakes when under 
pressure. This is only due to lack ot 
competitive experience, without 
which it is virtually impossible to l^at 
those who play the game (or a living. 


And so Savur found himself out of 
the running and in the semi-finals it 
was Virgo vs Sponctu* and Thoburn 
vs Davis. Throughout the tourna¬ 
ment Spcnccr had looked a little 
casual and did not seem ovcr-conceri^ 
ed whether he won or lost. Not ex¬ 
actly the kind of approach which is 
[expected to be successful against 
Virgo, who was a semi-finalist in the 
last World Championship held in 
England. 


In a game which requires total 
concentration Virgo is the most 
dedicated. So much so that he was 
Offered Bs. 1,000 Just to smile. He 
refused. Full of confidence and with 
good cue power he went for his shots 
and disposed off Spencer. 


In the other semi-finals, Thoburn. 
who Is a fine break-builder and has 
17 maximum breaks to his credit 
proved too experienced for the 
youngster Oevis. In the finals. The* 
eurn was outplayed but he never 
Igve UP trying even thoui0 hb was 



Fmalisi Thoburn —sli/dy in concentration 
John Siycncrt'-^cLvsual apriroach %tms hix undLoinq 



down j-3 with Virgo needing just 
four more frames to win the game. 

Apart from the three semi-finalists, 
who have already been here, it wai 
Steve Davis who impressed the most. 
He is a young man with everything 
going fur him. He is a natural who 
Is a steadily nsing to great heights 
and nobody except himself can pre¬ 
vent him from reaching the pinnacle. 

With a bit of lucki and with the 
knowledge that watching these 
players has gone a long way in 
encouraging and improving the 


snooker players of this country, one 
hopes that this will become an an¬ 
nua) event. Snooker, unlike biliiard>. 
which is steadily losing its appeal and 
is now confined to a few corners 
interest, is a game of the present and 
the future. 

Next year there will be an effort 
tu invite and present some of the 
even greater names like Reardon an»l 
Griffith. And who knows one day ao 
Indian will reign supreme! There 
enough talent, just a lack of oppor¬ 
tunity to play against professional 
opponruts. 





Sportsworld 


deliberations were held day and 
niKht 



The real 
Santosh 
Trophy 

Away from the play field, 
football officials played 
their own games for the 
loaves of office. A. S. 
reports. 

A s OFFICIALDOM TOOK THE 
wheel in a mad drive lor power 
and (KX'iition. players and theip skills 
had lo take a bark scat in the 3Gth 
national football thampioiLship. Tlje 
Mancht^lor ot the Kast, as the quaint 
town ot Coimbatore-4uII ot chuirhes. 
mosque.^ and ttmiple.s and a lazy 
air of opulence—IS called, unwitiinK- 
ly became the arena foj: a nionthdoni^ 
drama that would go a long way in 
determining who would get the loaves 
and fishes of ofhee and the foreign- 
trip lollies for a period of four years. 
Ix'ginning March 1980. 

Did it really matter who won tho 
Santosh Trophy? And how many 
times? What was important to the 
satraps of Indian football was tbe 
scramble for the seats ot power. 

And so it came to pass that the 
president of the All-India Football 
Federation (AIFl'), Mr Nurul Amm. 
presented himself to the other mem¬ 
bers of the apex body for the iirsr 
week—only to disappear thereatt(‘r. 
leaving an angry set of oflicials and 
an even worse taste in tin* nioiilh ol 
onlookers. It is learnt that he took 
Hs 4,000 trom the organising com- 
iniltee of the Nalninals, saying he 
had to go to Hangaloie b<'cdu.sp, as 
president, it was his duty to see the 
sub-juniors off to Singapore tor the 
under-15 (hampionship. 

When Mr Arnin went to bangalore, 
he demanded Us 0,000 reportedly as 
arrears of pavment ol his iTcurring 
air fare from Nowgong to the rest 
of India, lie. was paid this amount, 
hut the TNFA have told him that 
Us 2,000 ol the lls 4,000 that he 
took from thorn could not bo oka\ed 
by the TNFA auditors, ao the amount 
was being debited to the AIFF. It 
is the rule in the AIFF that fares 
would b<? paid for the obortest routes 
to the plact^s being visited by offi 
cials. For circuitous routes, spedal 
sanction would be necessary. 

Whether this difficull-to-bc accoun- 
ted for morKjy will ultimately prove 


to be the proverbial last straw or not 
is still to be gauged, but the fact 
remains that this and other indiscre¬ 
tions on the part of Mr Amin may 
make it even more difUcnilt for him 
to retain the pexst of president for 
which be intends seeking re-election 
when the general body of the AIFJ‘ 
Is expected to meet in April this 
year. He needs at least a two-thirds 
majority to continue as president, 

'^PHINGS REACHED A HEAD WITH 
A the arrival in Coimbatore of Mr 
K. Ziauddin, the kingpin in the AIFF 
set-up. Immediately alter he came, Mr 
Viltal president ot the Tamil Nadu 
Football Association and vice-presi 
dent of the AIFF, the latter for eight 
years, swung into action. He put up 
the ageing football king in Hotel 
Alankar, where he himseli was stav¬ 
ing, perhaps in the hope that be 
could keep a tab on Mr Ztauddins 
visitois and also maintain a constant 
dialogue with the king-maker, bul 
his plans vw^re thwarted when Mr 
Ziamidin dciidcd to shift to the quie¬ 
ter atniosphcrc ot the Cosmopolitan 
C^lub. Even here, however. iiiU'nsivt* 


But the writing was on the wall 
Mr Ziauddtn had apparently made up 
his mind. It is learnt from authori¬ 
tative sources in Tamil Nadu that 
Mr Ziauddin has decided to stand tor 
the presidential post, and is keen 
that Ashokc Ghosh of the IFA be 
selected the secretary. This put 
paid to the hopes of Mr Vittal, who 
had thought he would get either of 
the two positions. Sc>, as things 
stand, he will have to again serve a 
four-year term as vice-president. 

But Mr Viltal fired the first salvo 
when he opened.a conversation with 
imv ‘‘You can read the mind of a 
CIA agent or a Mafia boss. But .you. 
juoit laii’t decode the language of a 
tool ball official. You never know 
whiih Wiiv he is inclined. 1 like 
stiaighi. talk. 1 am not in football 
either to make money or tc go on 
foicign trips. My long association 
with Uic Chartered Bank (he rctiixid 
in Ni)V4'mber last year) gave me 
t'nougli opportunity to travel abroad. 
But you tell me. Have you ever 
heard of a president who is always 
iiKslsling—and going—as manager of 
an Indian team to a foreign 

country ? You can quote inv on this 
How d()os it look ? And what about 





tho others ? Don’t other senior olh- 
cials deserve to get more experience 
oi this nature? 

“As a first step, I have made it 
Known that he is not welcome, un¬ 
less, of course, he a>mes in a private 
capacity. And I am going to see how 
he goes to Singapore when the Indian 
team goes there to participate in the 
pre-Olympic tournament in mid-Feb¬ 
ruary. How long can a situation like 
this continue ? 

“Tamil Nadu, after all, is a powei- 
ful State. We are financially strong, 
so we have *i say in the AIF'F. When¬ 
ever our parent body has needed aid 
of any kind, we have always come 
forward of our own accord to help. 
And I'm happy to say that Td rather 
be president of the TNFA than get 
involved in politics at the all-India 
level 

“1 don’t know if this true, but 
there Is a rumour that Mr Nurul 
Amin was made president when the 
late President of the country Mr 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed and the Con¬ 
gress (I) chief, Mr D. K. Borooah 
got together in their home state ot 
Assam —which also happens to be 
Mr Amin’s home Slate — and 
repeatedly pressuriseO some AIFF 
members to elect Mr Amin as presi¬ 
dent. 

“That was just before the emer¬ 
gency was imposed in 1975. I was a 
candidate lor the pncsiden.ship and 
thought it would be a matter (rf rou¬ 
tine, siticx; the incumhi^iil Mr M. Dutta 
Ray, left under the Government 
guidelines. When f lound that the 
odds were against me in this strange 
manner, I withdrew iroin the conte.si. 
It iTiighl iniore.st y»)u to know that 
de.spite the fact that the uaseen but 
strongly felt Central pressuic, several 
memlxirs relraiiUHl from casting their 
voles in favour of Ihe only candidate 
that was left in the field. 

“I understand that Mr Amin wants 
to contest again. You see, T don’t 
like any competition of this sort. I’d 
r.dhtir wait for an honour to be be- 
.stowed or prestige to be acairdcd to 
rne than try to seize either. But. hav¬ 
ing said that, I must also state, in the 
present context, that 1 may bti left 
with no option other than to contest. 
According to the rules, Mr Amin will 
have to get a two-thirds majority to 
keep his position. He has reportedly 
said in an interview published in an 
English-language daily that he would 
like to contest. But if be found that 
most members did not think he was 
fit enough to continue, then he 
wouldn’t mind me being elected presi¬ 
dent. 

“I ask you—is that the way to 
talk ? And you have to see another 
thing. Mr Amin was an ordinary 
member of the AIFF when he was 
catapulted to power under strange 
circumstances. On the other hand, I 
liave waited till others have belatedly 
honoured mo with positions. And I 
am after all, the seniormost vice-pre¬ 


sident as also one who enfered the 
AIFE before Mr Amin/' 

T here was an air of fina- 

lity in that statement. But Mr 
Vittal skilfully changed the fact that 
he, in a moment of pique, hod resig¬ 
ned his position as TNFA president 
four years ago, saying boldly and 
plainly that he was leaving football. 
When I met him, he said he had mere¬ 
ly moved away because of the Gov¬ 
ernment guidelines of office. 

AnoHher omission on the part of 
Mr Vittiil was Ihe fact that he repor¬ 
tedly conveyed to a very senior offi¬ 
cial of the AIFF that he would like 
to be Riven the opportunity of being 
elected president this time, unoppos¬ 
ed. Failing that—and this was the 
ciux of tbat message— he was pre- 
jHired to be honorary secretary of 
the AU'F if the particular official 
thought he didn't have a chance of 
heading the organisation. 

Now, where does that place Mr. 
Vittal—seniormost vice-president of 
the AIFF ? It is indeed an irony 
that just when he is in a position to 
devote all his time and energy to 
footb.ill - having retired from active 
service—football doesn’t need him any 
more Or is it politic justitx*.—^bc- 
t ausc ho ousfr‘d the last incnimbont 
to tlie TOI’A presidents’ post just in 
time‘ to stage the Nationals in bis 
home State and thus hope to gain 
llu* favour of mast of the officials 
arcoinpanying their respective State 
7 

The honorary secretary of the 
AUr, Mr Vijayraugam. was duly 
.j.esont from the quarter-final st^ge^ 
IVhiw' the fact <iiat the Bangalore 
courts (he is a oractising Advocate) 
were closed at the time may have 
beeii one of the reasons, his love for 
the game was certainly the determin¬ 
ing factor in his presence in Banga¬ 
lore This genial man is not seeking 
lo-elociion, which allowed him to nct- 
lax and watch the matches in peace. 

I'he AIFF treasurer, Mr B. K, Tan- 
don, wa.s his usual humble self, cx- 
tepl when he came out to say that 
he was at case after a long time. 

“You see, every time a National is 
held I'm on tenterhooks. Will the 
organisers pay their guarantee 
money ? Will they part with 80% of 
their profit>? Will they give any 
money to the AIFF at all? lliese are 
such important issuers to me that 1 
am always tense- -and often apprehen¬ 
sive ol all the kindne.ss shown to me 
by the organisers. 

“But here in lamil Nadu, I feel 
.safe. They have organised four 
Nationals before this and each lime 
We (the AIFIO reoeivxjd more than 
the guarantee money promised by 
the TNFA. And this year, they paid 
the guarantee money of Rs l.SO lakhs 
six months before the scheduled 
start of the tournament. Naturally, 
I'm happy. I can relax and watch 
the matAes, After ali, that’s what 
it’s all about, isn’t it”. 


^1 want to 
quit in 
grace' 


P :>W/:i;K IS AN INTOXICATING 
game. In every sphere of 
The gamble and tussle for it is" an 
integral part of any erganisotton — 
and the All ItuUa Football Federation 
IS no excc'ptum to the nile^ But, 
among the dozens clamouring for 
conlroC there is one who, having 
mistaken the bitter gall for nectar, 
has decided to leave it to other 
hungt'y individuals. The AIFF scer^-- 
tan/, Mr A, T, Vijayrangam, wHl not 
seek re election when the federation's 
general body meets in April this 
year. Mr Vijayra:tigam, who missed 
out cm a career tn the JndJkin Adrrunis' 
native Seri* ire for football, was 
draum into it as an official when, as 
on pracimng lawyer, he presented the 
petition of an aggi^^'^ pariy in the 
then Mysore State Football Associa¬ 
tion's afjiliatr, the Bangalore Didrict 
FA, in 1962. Ultimately, m ihe 
foUeWinq year, he became - chahynan 
of thr Bangalore [>FA and went on 
to he a vice presiid/mt of the rarumi- 
cd Karnataka Foot bail Association, 
When Sportsworld mef him durinu 
the NaiUmals, the .s^ncyind^Hin AIFF 
b: ferret ary avoided a direct answer to 
the query on his quitting office but. 
reading between the lines, one sensed 
why hr had chosen to say goodbye 
to the top level mimkiuihalive jK)Si. 


SPORTSWORLD : We understand 
you are not seeking re-election for a 
second four-year term as honorary 
secretary of the AIFF, Why this 
Midden disinterest in the affairs Of 
Indian football? 

VIJAYRANGAM : It is wrong to 
.say I’m no longer interested in 
Indian football. On the cxintrary, all 
my actions in the past and present 
have been prompted by the desire 
to uplift our standard. It is true I 
am not in line for another term 
But that is for an entirely personal 
reason. You see — when you be¬ 
come a secnetary you take on a full¬ 
time job. By the grac'e of God, I’m 
.1 practising advocate and 1 have 
found that if one were to devote 
eight or nine hours a day that the 
AIFF secretariat demands, one can 
not be true to one’s profession. After 
four years, I think 1 just cannot 
shoulder the dual responsibility 

SW : Does that mean you wouldn’t 
mind being a vice-president of the 
organisation? 

ATV : Oh, no! I wan* to be 
relieved of all responsibilities, 1 
don’t want to have anything to do 
with the AIFF. I don’t want to be 
a vice-president- I don’t want to 
be chairman or member of any of 



the sub-conunlltees. I Just want to 
quit. And quit gracefully. Of course, 
I will continue serving IIkj Karna¬ 

taka Football Association, of which 
r am a vice-president. My brother 
happens to be secretary, I will do 
my best to see that th.i KFA makes 
good progress. 

SW : Talking about progreSsS. foot¬ 
ball is among the very few games 
which have i-ecorded a steadily 

downward trend over the years. In 
fact, there has not been a single 
major success for 17 years now — 
sina! India won the gold at thf' 

Jakarta Asiad in 1962. What do you 

attribute this to? 

ATV : Well — there are loo many 
reasons for this decline, to be talked 
at length now. I don't wish to com¬ 
ment on the previous administrative 
set-up, but when 1 took office, I 
found almost everything in disarray. 
Of course, one aspect of this decline 
lies In the very size of the country. 
Another is the sorry slate of finan¬ 
ces, Judging the situation from 
the outside, I realised that my first 
task would be to tone up the admi¬ 
nistration. BettermcMit of standards 
could flow only thereafter, 

SW ; What were the .state of 
finances when you took over? 

ATV : Well — would you believe 
it? (The total we had was) About 
Rs. 500. 


SW ; And now, when you're about 
to leave, how stacked are the 
coffers? 

ATV 2 I wonT say we are a rich 
organisation yet, but we are now 
in a position to finance a few schemes 
and at hast make a start in the most 
neglected areas of football. Over 
the years, we have, for example, 
been accumulating money for a pro¬ 
ject that will help several players, 
including some that may not be 
famous. Wo have started the Play¬ 
ers’ Benevolent Fund, with the ex¬ 
press intention of helping those 
outstanding players who have given 
the best years of their life for the 
game, but have got very little in 
return. The inspiration came from 
Kajurvelu according to me, India's 
best ever goalkeeper. There have 
been other instances, where a player 
was removed from ’ the scene In his 
prime by an Injury or a personal 
bereavement. Wo feel something 
should be done to ease such pjayers’ 
economic difflailties. The scheme 
will Include even promising youngs¬ 
ters^ say schoolboys. who show great 
talent out cannot continue with the 
game for some reason. I hope it 
will be possible for me to amass Rs, 
1 lakh before my term expires. My 
intention is to set up a board of 
trustees, which will include a mem¬ 
ber of the fourth estate and one 
from cither the ATCS or the 10A, 
along with three AIFF men, to exa¬ 
mine petition.? for help or act on 
their own accord to prant sums of 
money to deserving players. 
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SW : Is that all the AIFF 
show. In four years of work? 


can 


ATV ; If you mean the standard 
of football, I can only say that, after 
so long in office, I feel we can only 
work from the lowest level, If wc are 
to make any headway continuously. 
My experience is that the world 
standards have improved by leaps 
and bounds, whereas wo arc still 
moving at a snail's pace. I saw the 
World Cup in Argentina — and dis¬ 
covered that the standard in the 
Olympics was like schoolboy football 
when compared with tiiat in the 
World Cup. 

Of course, wc can't hope to get 
anywhere there in the near future. 
Hut at least we can make a begin¬ 
ning. We could do something u 
lay the base for future progress 
With that in mind, when we started 
:hc Federation Cup, we lagged the 
lub-junior Nationals to it.- The in- 
ention was that the youngsters 
would not only get an opportunity 
to develop their skills when pitted 
against each other in organised com¬ 
petition, but would also he able to 
see the best players of the country 
in action — and be inspired by them 
to reach greater heights in the years 
to come. I am glad to say that at 
least to this extent, we have been 
successful. 

SW : But don’t you think that 
unless there is a follow-up in the 
different Stakes, these youngsters' 
talents would die out in a few 
years? 

ATV : Frankly, wc don’t have the 
moans to carry out this follow-up 
action. Wc can’t rmuncially help 
all States, or even just the ones 
without the means, to conduct coach¬ 
ing camps all tho year round, or 
even for extended periods each year, 
Bui the Government has come in to 
some extent — having organised 
both alMndia schools meets and 
rural sports meets, whore youngsters 
get a chance to display their skills. 
Football gets top priority in both and 
a lot of youngsters have Ciiught the 
eye in the course of lhe,sc competi¬ 
tions. But tlie Government will 
have to contribute much more to the 
game — in the form of direct finan¬ 
cial aid to States, eilhi r through 
Contr«il grants or through the sports 



Vijai/rangam^-'-'enough U enough 


councils in each State. 

On our part^ we have made a be¬ 
ginning by giving scholarships to 
outstanding players. Both, at the 
rural games and the sub-junior 
Nationals, we chose some of the 
outstanding players and awarded 
scholarships, Of course, the amount 
is not something to rave over — only 
Rs. 25 per month for a year — bul 
at least we have made a beginning 
and these boys' parents will realise 
that the AIFF cares for their wards 
and recognises their talent. And 
there have been cases where some 
boys have come in .line for two 
scholarships in the same year, hav¬ 
ing been nominated for both the 
rural and the sub-junior. We have 
decided to make over both sums tc 
these boys. 

SW : $0 much for money. What 
else? 

ATV 2 We've had one major 
breakthrough. Our contact with 
FIFA and the Asian body has lesull- 
ed in several offers of participation 
coming our way. We got a chanoo 
to send our sub-juniors to a tourna¬ 
ment in Singapore. According to 
reports, our boys W'cre the young(*;t 
taking part. To that extent, oui 
showing was good. Tf wc can 
iinder-lO teams abroad every year 
it will do a lot of good to the youngs¬ 
ters because they will be exposed to 
world football. In fact, when w*^' 
conducted the coaching camp for the 
juniors we received a training film 
which was screened for the boys on 
! the eve of their departure*. FIFA i* 
helping out in more ways, having 
also donated $5,000 to the AIFF, 
which we have put into the Players' 
Benevolent Fund. Coming back tc 
the youngsters, we feel training flim* 
like the one we have could do a lot 
for the youngsters. 

SW : . And now, what? 

ATV : Well. in these four years, 
I’ve tried my best. Fve given a lot 
of my time and energy to the AlFF 
and to football. I’ve seen that we 
we need to make drastic changes in 
both our laws and our outlook if we 
are to make any progress. The AIFF 
constitution, for example, has many 
rules that are bad in law. If theiy 
arc challenged, the AIFF could be 
in a spot We need to take g fresh 
look at the entire document and 
change it to suit the times as well 
as the laws of justice and fair play. 

8W : Since you don't intend stay¬ 
ing in the AIFF In any capacity after 
March, what would your parting 
comments be? 

ATV ; To begin with, let’s stop 
hoodwinking the Press and the pub¬ 
lic with talk of our achievements. 
We have achieved precious little. 
Let us also stop gmng misleading 
statistics and airing our grandiose 
schemes. Let’s get down to work. 
Let’s improve football in this coun^ 
try — and better the lot of Indian 
footballers. 
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NATIONAL SCHOOL GAMES 

Victoria all 
the way 

'■PHE NATIONAL SCHOOL GAMES 
wrre as blustery ai> the weather 
in Delhi turned out to be in the ]aa.t 
week of the year. For six days over 
3,000 schoolboys and girls from all 
over the country had a hectic time 
running aiuuiid to reach the venues 
to catch up with their events. Just 
as they warmed up. the mercury 
starlisd dropping, the closing day 
turning out to be too cold for theij 
comfort. But the young boys and 
girls did not llinch. They came out 
in their challenging best In the cold, 
biting wind which was accompanieo 
by wilder rain. 

Delhi were tlvi overall meet cham¬ 
pions w'ith 114 points — 14 points 
ahead of second-plact^d Uttar Pra* 
(lesU and 2G points clear of Punjab 
,\ho finished thirtl. They also top^ 
>ed the junior boys dJVJ.iori with 45 
>oiids, lollowed by Pum.kh with 19. 
Uttar Pradosh wer*» best u the seni- 
or boys section, wliile Kerala (33) 
and 'Puiijjb iSI) “ took the top 
honours arnon.*^ senior and junioi 
fjiils with Delhi llnifhiag: second in 
both the setlious, 

Delhi boyy and forK were the best 
athletes in all except the senior boys 
section. Alul TiKko<j, who won a 
triple crow'n with the 400, BOO and 
1.500 metres events, claimed the 
“best atlilete” title for junior boys, 
while among seniors L ixmi Chander 
ot U.P. WHS adjudged best* winniniJ 
the same events. With an out¬ 
standing fwrforniance, Delhi's Victo¬ 
ria Aoko took the individual honours 
among the junior girls. Another 
Delhi girl, Harjcet Kaur. was tops 
in the senior girls ranks. 

Delhi also won tlio wrestling 
championship, four ot their grap- 
piers winning gold nviLils. Delhi's 
oNcrali medal tally was Id gold, nine 
silver and seven bronze. U.P. were 
second with 14*6“G and Punjab third 
with 10 - 10 - 6 . 

The individual efforts of Laxml 
Chundcri Tikkoo and Victoria were 
splendid, it was a record treble for 
Laxmi Chandcr. The D.P. lad was 
clearly head and shoulders above the 
rest in his section, Ho had an 
vantago on age too. ile did the 400 
metres in 50.6 and 600 in 1;54«0. 
Tikkoo, a student of Delhi Public 
School, recorded an impressive tim* 
ing of 50.4. which is belter than 
Luxmi Cbander*s 40U metres mark of 
50.6, Tikkoo also improved fhe 
existing mark (51.3) by Hakani 
Singh. Second-placcd Jhonson 
(51.1)) of Mgdhya Pratlcsh also bet* 


tered Hakam’s timing. Tikkoo has 
been improving with eacli outing 
this season. Karb'er in the year, he 
had performed creditably in th*a 
Cadbury's meet for Delhi schools. 

Another Delhi athlete of great 
potential is Victoria, the daughter 
of a Nigerian Higii Commission off!’ 
cial in the capital. With practically 
no opposition from her ago group 
girls she had opted for the senior 
section in the Cadbury’s meet The 
Bal Bharati Air Force School girl is 
not yet 15 but has been achieving 
greater heights. Her j-ecord sprint 



Victoriu—tiao record# 


double was, more or less, taken for 
granted by those who followed Vic*- 
toria's form. After running the 100 
metres In 12.2 seconds to eclipse th.. 
previous best by P. T, Ushu of Kera^ 
la (13.1), Victoria removed Usiia's 
name from the -record books by 
breaking the 200 metres record also. 
She ran the distance in 25.2 seconds, 
which is a full second better than 
Usha's, in the heats and on the final 
day she clocked the same time on a 
sodden track. 


Among boys, M. Bari.i of Gujarat 
was Xh?. fastest athlete in the senior 
section, clocking 11.2 secs while 
among juniors BengaVs Shyatnal 
Kumar Basu ran a splendid race to 
time 11.3 ahead of Delhi's Sanjay 
Mangal. Baria earlier had won the 
200 metres in 22 5 but the junior 200 
metres went to Jhonson of M.P. In 
23,1 seconds. 

Vijay Mala Dutta of Salwan Pub¬ 
lic School, Delhi, claimed the senior 
girls shot put with a record throw of 
10.38 metres and on the same day 
Punjab’s Pushpa set a nevv discuss 
mark for junior girls with 30,22 
meti*©s, adding the title to her pre¬ 
vious day's shot put triumph with a 
new record. Pushpa’s discus mark 
fell marginally short of the 30.82 
metres set for senior girls by West 
BertgaPs Nilima Biswas. 

ViHram Singh of U.P. scored a 
jumping double, winning the broad 
and triple jump events m tbs senior 
boys section, while Haryana's Sundar 
Singh showed impiovement on his 
own last year’s performance in the 
pole Vault, cliSaring 3.80 metreSi 

In the field events, Uttar Pradesh 
retained the hockey title for boys 
and the girls final was won by Pun¬ 
jab who were trained by, the former 
India defender Ajinder Kaur, The 
U.P. team, t'omprisitig mostly of 
Meerut's DAV school boys, who had 
earlier entered the semi-finals in the 
Junior Nehru hockey tournament, 
looked clearly invincible in the pool 
matches. But in the final thev had 
to go through the tic breaker to beat 
Punjab 5-2 after being one-one at 
full time, Punjab girls beat Bihar 
one-nil. 

In basketball, it was a battle bet¬ 
ween two promi.sing players from 
Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Rajas¬ 
than skipper Niranjan Godara and 
Moiz Mithaiwala carried their sid6wS 
on their shoulders to the final In 
the final. Godara's team kept the all¬ 
round abilities of Moiz In check to 
claim the title. Like many Bombay 
youngsters before him, Moiz caught 
the eye with his breath-taking shoot 
ing from all angles, his jumn shots 
being superb. One should hear a 
lot Aout him in the days to come. 
Godara is not far behind. Maha* 
rashtra girls also failed in the final 
against Punjab. 

The boys badminton championship 
was won by Uttar Pradesh. Punjab 
being the losers, and the girls crown 
went to Maharashtra who beat Delhi. 

BUan Saha of West isengal with 
72,38 points was the best gymnast 
among boys, while the best girl 
gymnast was Jayshri N. Bapat of 
Maharashtra who logged 50.86 
points. 


OUR CORRESPONDENT 




JNews round-upk 


Duleep Trophy 
semi-finals 


INDORE : A depleted North 
Zon^, without the sci vices of Kapj). 
Chetan and YashJ>al, all playintf tor 
India against Pakistan coupled with 
the controversial exclusion of Bedi 
and the knec-injury to Yograj Singh 
made heavy weather of Central’s 
rank bad fielding* dropped catches 
and poor captaincy of Parthasarthy 
Sharma, before beating Central 
Zone with comfortable case 
by 10 wickets 

Winning the toss and electing to 
bat on a placid Nchiu Stadium 
wicket* Central Zone were bundled 
out for 197, having started 
disastrously losing the first five 
wickets for merely 48 runs* thanks 
to some hostile left arm medium pace 
bowling by Sunil Valson who captui 
ed four of the five wickets tor only 27 
runs in 13 overs Bpwling his natural 
inswingeis with a lively pace, Valson 
bi ought in one sharply to bowl 
Telang neck and crop tor 37 when 
the total read 48 for 5 Not only this, 
but with his dec'optive out’;wingers 

BEST ROWERS IN ASIA 











Suntl Valson—puck of the lot 


which are the trump^ard of a left* 
arm roedium-paoer, Valson compelled 
Anil Bhanot and Anil Mathur to 
snick in the shps and leave without 
scoring. 

Captain Parthasarthy Sharma also 
left for a blob, driving off 
Madanlal without getting Into the 
line of the ball to be caught smartly 
by Mohinder Amamath. But a great 
rearguard action by Anil Deshpandc 
(70 not out) and wicketkeeper 
Vedraj (49) who grafted 84 runs for 
the sixth wicket in 104 minutes 
redeemed Centrars innings 

It was a treat to watch the fleet- 
footed Anil Desbpande execute 
delectable midwicVet strokes off his 
toes whereas Vedraj played a cultured 
and matured knock for a boy so 
young He was never afraid of 
hooking Madanlal’s bouncers with 
the perfect timing and fehoty of an 
Alan Knott 

Except for Sunil Valson, there was 
hardly any penetration in the North 
Zone attack with leg spinner Rakesh 
Shukla being unimpressive And 
one wondered how Sunnder Khanna 
whose wickctkeepmg was none too 
good a>uld replac'C Kir mam during 
the English tour 

When North came in to bat. 
Central’s ^gh^a^m medium pacer 
AsUm All removed opener Venkat 





\SIAN KOWINC [{ICiAIlA On at count of h(Mvy silUng n[ iht ^dyuriio%i m Madras, the four-day 39th AmaUnir 
Hounng As^onation of f rowers from fiong K(mg, Srt Lanka^ Pakistan and Indta, exertmg 

themselves much more than necessary However, in spite of this, the competition sew the general standard vastly 
improved and mo%t of the 150 races were closely-fought tormtdable as they were, Hong Kong were prevented 
from makmg a clean sioeep by two Indian scullers Although the visitors bagged most of the laurels, the overall 


the Hooghly Cup, Ptrture't show (left) the CRC team from left K, Kapadia, r. J Sutton, P. S. Mazumdar, R 
jrSouza and cox N, Rao. (rtght) The oompeitli(m*s oldest idler, 4P year old Desmond Robinson of Hong Kong, 
who annexed the ioveted Mackltn Sculls and had been tn the winning news m the pairs 4md Foure, boih in thd 
Amateur Rownq Association of the East and the Pat East Amafcifr Rowing Association for the last z5 







COMPETITION FOR McENROE 



DAVIS CUP SIDELIGHIS.,,Amertcan John McEnroe sirelclu^ out on the court when he became a Wle upset 
by the jeers from the nudience durmg his singles match agamst Italy’s Anlinuo Zudarelli in the 1979 Davis Cup ftnal 
at San Francisco. A man who identified hhnself only as Serafima from Milan, rushed onto the court and imitated 
the player. It took three men and a couple of mmutes to get the ’bulk* (below) out of the court. 


Sunderam and one<down Ashok 
Malhotra when the total read 16. 

It was then that the story of 
dropped catches started. Bhanot 
inisaed a sitter In the slips off Gopa. 
Sharnia when Mohlnder Amarnath 
was only hve and the total was 23. 

It was MP’s young leg-spin and 
googly bowler Anand Patel, making 
his debut in Duloep Trophy^ who 
made Mohlnder spoon up an easy 
catch to short-leg with a 
perfect googly for a shaky 40 runs 

Three tojr 87 and at the same score, 
Arun Lai having played a neat inn¬ 
ings of 36, gave a return catch to off- 
spinner Parthasarthy Sharma. It was 
now that Sharma led the side 
atrodously. Patel had taken a 
maiten wicket and had bowled two 
sneoessive maidens. But Sharma 
dianged his end an4 himself came 
on to bowl, to the merriment of the 
North batsmen. After that, he 
never brought on Anand PateL 


Parthasarthy vrent on howling 
from one end and only when North 
surl^ssed Oentral’s total that ho 
went off Ihn and handed over 
the oai^amcy to Anil Peshpande 
1^0 tfi tom handed the howling 
aAhlrahfr. » tyaa only when ^ 

. S«??f 


power-packed innings amsisting 
mainly of on-side strokes. The fifth 
wicket stand of 137 between captain 
Sufinder Amarnath (75) and-Khanna 
(62), that helped North in surpassing 
the Central total was the best 
partnership of the match. 

It must be said that Surinder 
played a highly responsible innings. 
Deepak Chopra enjoying 
the lapse of a dropped 
catch, when he was onlv eight, went 
on to pile up 87. Rakesh Shukla also 
played a swashbuckling knock of 65 
before he fell to Anand Patel. 

What a wonderful debut tor this 
leg-spin and googly howler who took 
4 lor 62 in 17 overs, considering the 
fact that both Test prospects, 

Hans and Gopal Sharma, were given 
36 overs each and were able to hag 
only one wicket each. 

North were all out for 395 and 
the second Innings was only a 
formality with Central being all out 
for 287 and North scoring the 
necessary 90 without loss to win 
by 10 wideets. 

SUJEET MOHANTV 

BANGAUNMS: Except to die- 
hands gnd oM faitWttls. the l^leep 
Trophy geffd-fliuil between eighth 
ttnse West Zone gnd 


South Zone must have gone 
unnoticed How many knew of 
South Zone’s humiliation, beaten to 
a pulp, in a matter of 11 hours and 
22 second? Not even the most 
ardent supporter of West Zone 
could have dreamt that the South, 
which, just a couple of days ago, hud 
amassed over 500 runs in their 
previous encounter against the East 
Zone, would crumble like nine pi 
and that too twice within 11 hours. 

True, the pitch was under- 
prepared. But that was no excuse 
for the South’s dismal performance. 
Even without their Test stalwarts, 
South is a formidable side. But 
during this two-day encounter wjth 
the West, handicapped by the 
absence of Gavaskar, Vengsarkar, 
Ghavn among others, South ptay^ 
as If without Vishwanath, Binny 
and Kirmani their’s was no batting 
side. 

From the time Veakatraghavan 
won the toss and decided to bat, 
their batsmen batted as if they were 
fadng bowlers of world fame. 
Except for Patel and Venkat, none 
of their batsmen looked Duleep 
Trophy dass as Rajendra Jadeja, 
Dhiraj Parsaua and Avadoot 
Zarapakar bundled them put for a 
paltry 147. By the epd of the first 







Brtjesh Patel—teaged grtm battle 


day West had established command 
Skipper Aunshuman Gaekwad and 
Stanley Saldhana made mincemeat 
of the attack led by Venkat and 
company and hit up 136 in just 
100 minutes 

Venkata bowling with some 
imagination, tned his best to 
contain the West Zone batsmen 
when they resumed next morning, 
but with the entry of Rajendra 
Jadeja, even he was hit out of the 
firing line. In just under 60 minutes, 
Jadeja and Parsana demohshed 
whatever little hope that Venkat 
and company nourished of 
minimisrng the West's lead and 
helped their team to a commanding , 
lead of 150. 

This should have proved that the 
pitch held no terrors. Sheer poor 
batting had led to the South’s 
collapse And no one expected a 
repeat performance, for one does 
not expect batsmen of the calibre 
of Bnjesh Patel, T. E Snmvasan, 
Sivaramaknshnan and Sudhakar Ran 
to fail twice in the same match 
They did, except for Patel, who 
waged a grim battle as his colleagues 
marched to and from the pavilion 
and by the end of the day, West 

proved that with or without their 
stalwarts, they are a formidable 
force. They bowled with some 
imagination and lured the South 
batsmen to commit mistakes. 

Gaekwad seldom bowb in big 
cricket. But he, of all persons, 
commanded the most respect. In 
just four overs he took two wickets. 
The ball that got rid of Venkat was 


indeed a gem. It pitched well on the 
off side as Venkat leaned forward, 
took a prodigal turn and shattered 
Venkat's off stump. Only once such 
a ball was bowled here at the KSCA 
and that was when Kallicharran was 
beaten by Ghavri. 

South held on for only about 
22 minutes on the third morning, 
before surrendering to an 
unceremomous exit from the 
competition Parsana was naturally 
the hero at the end of the match 
He had four udekets m each innings 
conceding 44 and 24 runs 
respectively. 

The only handicap that the South 
had was that they played without 
their star stnker Chandrashekhar, 
who fell sick on the eve of the match 
and was replaced by Karnataka’s 
left-arm spinner Vijayaknshna. One 
was left admiring the reserve 
strength in the West. Aunshuman, 
on whom the captaincy was bestowed 
after Mankad refused, handled the 
bowlers extremely well while his 
counterpart failed to inspire any 
confidence among his colleagues 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 


Nasir Ali wins 
Bhilwara Chess 


BHOPAL: Nasir Ah, former 
National champion, and winner of 
the inaugural Bhilwara Trophy m 
1974, regained the title with a 
faale 2 0 verdict in the third game 
over Mohd. Hassan of Andhra 
Pradesh, the champion for the last 
two years, in the challenge round 
of the fifth Bhilwara Trnohv 
llnvitatioii chess championship. 

Nasir Ali received Rs 5,000 from 
the National Chess Trust of India 
and Mohd. Hassan Rs 3.000. 


Nasir Ah won the first game 
In the second game, 

Nasir playing white, played an 
attacking game with his queen 
gambit to Hassan’s Runfeld defeno 
and gained the initiative by 
snatching a pawn at the very outset 
Hassan had na answer to the fast 
game played by Nasir and playing 
timidly, sacrificed two more pawns 
in the gamble. As the game came 
to a climax, Hassan made his last 
do-or-die effort to capture a piece 
with the queen. But Nasir outwitted 
Hassan by cleverly offering his 
rook to queen, without any 
exchange, thereby posing the dangei 
of queen bishop mating. Hassan, 
cornered badly, found his queen 
tiapped and had no way out but to 
resign on the 42nd move, after three 
hours of play. It was a sad end for 
Hassan, who had played so 
enterprisingly throughout the league 
rounds. 

But the glanMuiler ot the 
championship was unseeded 
R. 8. Gupta of MP, who shocked 


Such giants as current national 
champion. Raja Ravi Sekhar, formei 
national champion T. N. Parmesh- 
warau and highly rated 
P. M. Mohanty of Orissa. Gupta 
ultimately lost to Rafique Khan, 
another former national champion. 
The match between Gupta and 
Mohanty was the most interesting, 
with the former starting with a 
Sialian close move opening 
completely outwitting the latter, who 
had employed the king Indian 
defence. 


The greatest flops of the 
tournament were Ravi Sekhar and 
Rafique Khan Current national 
champion, Ravi Sekhar played over 
confidembi both against Gupta in 
the second round and against Arvind 
Sinha of Bihar in the fifth t'^und 
He unnecessarily tried to experiment 
during the game, instead of playing 
safely and cooly After having 
lost to Gupta in the second 
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round, ftavi lost to Sinha In the 
64tli uiovc after muffluM easy 
chances of forging ahead due to h. 
notion of changing over from the 
king Indian defence to the queen 
gan^bit. He did the same thing 
in his match against T. 
Parameshwaran and managed a draw 
And against Nasir Ali, Ravi began 
with the Dutch defence but couldn't 
bring about the desirable rook¬ 
ending. Though he later found 
himself a pawn down, he still 
managed a draw. But former national 
champion, Ralique Khan was 
completely off-colour. 

The Bhilwara chess tourney 
included 13 of the best chess players 
in the country. There were as 
many as five national champions. 
Then there was the national B 
champion, P, Mohanty, and 
Grandmaster Jayashree Khadilkar, 
who came last with only one point. 

The player who showed aU-round 
ability and versatility was veteran 
Mohd. Hassan. He defeated 
Manipur’s A. B. Mcetel in only 
27 moves with his favourite Reti 
opening. Playing with white, Hassan 
launched a queenside offensive 
against a slave defence and won 
easily. In the seventh round, against 
Jayashree, Hassan won easily in the 
35th move with his Carokan. We 
witnessed a lot of variety m his 
games. 

The game that stoib the limelight 
in the tournament was the one in 
which S. C. Sahu of Maharashra 
having two bishops and four pawns, 
lost to Meetci, who had one rook 
and five pawns, due to the former 
making a series of diildish mlstak 
when everybody thought that Sahu 
had virtually won. 

SUJEFT MOHANTY 


Tibrewala's team 
the best again 

PATNA: The glamour outfit from 
Bombay, Dr Tibrewala’s team, won 
the glittering Ruia Gold Cup. the 
symbol of bridge supremacy of the 
country in the National Bridge 
Championship which concluded here 
on December 23. This was the fiftli 
win by the Ttbrewala team in the 
National Bridge touinament and their 
second in two years. 


Dr Tibrewala’s team's win was 
all the more creditable as they bad 
finished seventh in the Swiss league 
with 195 Victory Points. The 
leading team in this Swiss league 
was the Calcutta Furniture 


Recreation Chib, who, with a record 
246 Vf .s won the Sundaram 
Trophy. B. P. Verma’s team 
from Patna was adjudged the beat 
team from Bihar when they finked 
with 195 V.P.S. In the quarter-fingl 






45.65 V.P.s and qualified for the 
semis. The second team from this 
group was Bombay’s Ruia, the 
donors of the Cup, with 34,90 V.P.s. 
From group B, it was another 
Calcutta outfit, the Bhowanipur 
Card Club who got the highest 
points to qualify for the semis. 

Dr Tibnewala’s team got 35.30 V.P.s 
against Bhowanipur’s 48.05 V.P.s to 
be the second team to qualify for 
the semis fi-om this group. 

However, both the teams from 
Calcutta were knocked out in the 
semi-finals. The Calcutta Furniture 
team had a tough time with Dr 
Tibrewala's team..Diit they were very 
much in the run till the penultimate 
board in which their five-diamonds 


titles against Mr Roy's ten so far. 

Dr Tibrewala’s team also won the 
Singhama Trophy —« a progressive 
team of four events. Till the 
penultimate round, Calcutta’s 
Bhowanipur Card Club witlf 110 
points were leading against 
Dr Tibrewala’s 108 pdnts. But In 
the last of the stipubted four 
sessions, Dr Tibrewala’s team 
collected 45 points against 
Bhowanipur’s 40. 

The Master Pairs event for the 
Holkar Trophy was won by the 
Bombay pair of Orlando Cbmpos and 
Ashok Ruia. In the first session, 
Hyderabad’s Minliaz-Dl-Hu$sain and 
Muitaba Hussain dominated the 



.^ . .. 

Dr Tibrewala receiving the Ruin Gold Cup for his team from the Chief 
Justice of Patna High Court, Mr K. 0. N. Singh 


(doubled) bid was defeated while in 
the other table. Dr Tibrewala’s team 
made a fighting bid of three no- 
trumps. Consequently, the Calcutta 
Furniture team went 10 I.M.P.s behind* 
which they could not make up in 
the last board. In the other semi¬ 
finals, Calcutta’s Bhowanipur Card 
Club had a luckless day and their 
somewhat indifferent play against 
Bombay’s Ruia Chib sealed their fate 
by a big margin of 41 I.M P s. 

The lack lustre final gave a 
fantastic 68 I.M.P. victory to Dr 
Tibrewala’s team. Ruia started 
disastrously, missing one Grand Slam 
and a Little Siam which completely 
upset their nerves. Dr Tibrewala’s 
team, consisting of Dr Tibrewala 
himself, Sevak Punjabi, F. H. Dastur, 
R. C. Agrawal, Anand Mehta and 
B, G. Tavkar thus won the Ruia 
QoM Cm for the fifth time. Also. 
Mr P, DL Das^r broke Mr Robi 
Boy’s lefiord ly winning 11 national 


show but they were defeated by the 
Bombay team later. Master Pair 
Messrs Orlando Campos and Ashok 
Ruia got 548.72 points against the 
Hussain pair’s 541.79 points. 

Miss Lorna OeSouza won the 
triple crown to equal the record 
created by Bombay’s Mr 
F. H. Dastur in the Kanpur 
Nationals of 1975. Miss Lorna with 
Orlando Campos as her partner In 
the Mixed Pairs event, won the 
Arvind Lai Bhal Trophy. Then, with 
Mrs S. S. Raoade she won the 
Ladies' Pair event to bag the 
Kedia Trophy. Finally, she played 
for Mrs Sangvi’s team to win the 
Ladies* Team event for the Newatia 
Trophy. In 1975, Mr F. H. Dastur 
had won the Stnghania Trophy, 
the Holkar Trophy and the Arvind 
Lai Bhai Trophy to cneale a record 
of winning the first triple crown in 
the Bridge Nationals. 

SAMia SEN GUPTA 
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Sports 

doctors 

get 

together 

P. S. M. CHANDRAN 

PHYSICIANS WHO HANDLE 

jL ejiiorgcnucs wilki eclal» who 
dive feaik'^sly into abdoiiieiis for 
bloediog aacury&inii« who think no- 
tning ot managing cardiac arrest and 
heart lailure, who miraculously re¬ 
assemble dcddent vicliiiis, are help- 
loss when confronted with an aihng 
athlete. They die not able to answer 
hia never ending quesltons about 
health, llie athlete is inediunc's 
most dilficiilt patient. 

Out oi this dilenuna, a new speciality 
in the world at m^iciicc was born and 
appiopilately d was named *Spoits 
MiHliciiie’. During February 192Q, on 
the ociasioii ot the Winter Olympic 
Gaines in St. Moritz, ^ duolors ot li 
diUerent nations iissemblcd and they 
formed the International Federation 
of Sports Mediunc (MMS—Federa¬ 
tion intenubtionale Medicine Spor¬ 
tive), 

The Indian Association of Sports 
Mediane (lASM) was founded in 1970 
and is now affiliated to the FIMS and 
IS also iccognised by the Indian 
Olympic Association (lOA). This 
lAhM. Ill collaboratioa with FIMa, 
conducted a basic course in sports 
niedicme in 1976 at Amravati, 
Maharashtra. This oonrse was a well- 
executed introduction to the held of 
sports incdidne lor the Indian doctors 
and physical education teacheis. The 
success ol this course prompted the 
lASM to take up bigger assignments 
and with the receutly-Goncludcd first 
Asian course in sports medicine, ^hc 
a'^sociation has added another feather 
to their cap, and with this, sports 
medicine in India took a big leap 
forward. 

Sponsored by the International 
Olympic Committee's Olympic soli- 
daiity programme, in collaboration 
with FIMS, the course was arranged 
jointly by the lOA and the lASM and 
was conducted at the Netaji Subha^ 
National Institute of Sports, Patiala 
from November 5 to 25. The first q| 
its kind in Asia, the course was 
well repiesented by doctors from 11 
countries. Out of the 26 delegates, 
15 were Indian doctors from different 
States and also from the Services, 
Railways and the Police. The foreign 
participants were from China, Indo¬ 
nesia: Thailand. Nepal, Burma. 

Bangladesh, Syria, O^tar, Israel and 
Bahrain. The notable absentees were 
Japan and the Koreas. A touch ol 
Q 


colour was added to the course by 
the presence of the charming Indo¬ 
nesian lady doctor. Dr Dangsina 
Moeluck. China sent two doctors, a 
true n*flrction ot their sincxjre efforts 
to bcfximc a world sports power. The 
doctors from Israel the three Arab 
doctors mixed freely and ate together, 
!»howing that sports is universal 
brotherhiMKl and it is always above 
all politics 

FIMS had sent a panel ot tive world 
renowned sports medicine ports to 
deli\er the lecturers. Headcid bv the 
Sectetaiy General of FIMS, br J. G 
P. Williams, the panel included Dr H. 
Boymo. who is the ixlitor ot the 
Biitish JuLirnal of Sports Medicine, 
Surgeon Cx>inmandor Dr R N. Crean 
of Ihr Royal Navy, Professor Dr E. 
1). Lubs ol West Germany and Pi-o- 
fes.s4)r Dr Kuit Tittel, who is the 
president of the East German Sports 
Medicine Association and also an 
authority in the field of sports 
im’dicine. 

The course was formally inaugura¬ 
ted on November 5 by the lOA I^resi- 
dent, Air Chiet Marshal O. P. Mehra. 
During the three wei'ks of the course, 
the delegates were In'dtcd to a feast 
of interesting and informative 
lectures. It was amazing to hear Dr 
lillcl talking about the scientific 
training nieth<Kls adopted by the 
East Germans to train their sporls- 
men. He emphasised the importance 
of human 'biotyping’ which is a com¬ 
bination of the moi phological, func¬ 
tional and physiological characteristics 
which not <>nly d<'^fine for each sports 
discipline the ideal type of champion, 
but also the role and significance of 
the different biotypes in the practice 
of sport. There were quite educative 
lectures rcij^ardmg the advances made 
in the different fields of sports 
medicine like spoils anthropometiv, 
kinesiology, sports physiology altitude 
training, nutrition in sports, women 
in sports, pharmacology and spoits 
psychology^ The importance ot first 
aid in the sports field, the prompt 
treatment of sports injuries and also 
the rehabilitation of injured sports¬ 


men were vi vidly discussi*d. The 



PrS^r irahvhtg oon. a wettd 


hazards of dofdiig and over-trdteing 
were well brought out 

TPHE COURSE WAS IN FACT A 
baptism for the Asian doctoie to 
the field of sports medicine. The dele¬ 
gates also presented papers related 
their own works in sports medidne. 
Dr Jiang Tiahua of China read a 
paper which reasoned out the low 
performance level of Chinese long-dis¬ 
tance runners compared to world 
champions. Dr Dangsuia read a paper 
on physical endurance tests carried 
out on the Indonesian National foot¬ 
ball team players. From the Indian 
side, I presented a case study of in¬ 
duct'd asthma, that of Olympian mid- 
dledistance runner Sdram Singh. Dr 
S. Mookerjec discussed the import¬ 
ance of yoga in the training of 
sportsmen. 

The course was well planned and 
promptly executed and all the 
arrangciuenls were excidlent. To 
honour the delegates, separate dinnei 
Inceptions wcic hosted by tht 
Haryana Chief Minister, Punjat 
Spoils Minister and the Lions Club 
ot Ludhianti. The municipal com 
mittce of Patiala gave a civu recep¬ 
tion to the delegates and present^ 
them with nionientocs. The delegates 
weie taken to Julluridur to witness 
the liiials of the Asian Wrestling 
championships. (This “show” at Jullun 
dur duly kept the tiadition of mis¬ 
management that plagues many ol 
the big sports events in India). The 
dosing ceremony on November 25 
was presided over by the Punjab 
Sports Minister Mr S. S. Dhindsa, 
who gave away the diplomas to tbo 
participating delegates. 

The Asian course in sports 
medidne made it clear to the parti¬ 
cipating doctors that: General medi¬ 
cine can ‘treat’ ailing athletes, but 
sports meificine can ‘treat and train* 
them, and the world ot medidne can 
make or break human beings. The 
world of sports medidne can mould 
human beings into super human 
being—in othei' words, into world 
f hanipions. 

This first Asian course in spotts 
medicine made another major break¬ 
through in the field of sports medi¬ 
cine in Asia. During the course, it 
was decided to form an Asian Fede¬ 
ration of sports medicine doertors to 
coordinate the work being done in 
spoils medidne in different parts of 
Asia. This federation ot Asian sports 
medicine doctors will take form 
during the 1962 Asian Games at New 
Delhi. 

Major (Dr) P. S. M* Chandrtm was 
an huJAan delegate to the first Asian 
course m sports medicine. He is an 
Associate of the International Fedel^a- 
tion of Sp^s Medicine (FIMS) <md 
also a Ufe member of the Indian 
Association of sports medicine. Re¬ 
cently he was credited for success^ 
fully treating the ace Indian Olympic 
athlete Sriram Singh for his ail¬ 
ment, enabling the latter to wm a 
Gold medal in MO metere in the tesl 
Mktn 









Crossword 



ACROSS 

^ OO'^uck in each Innings (6,4) 
a The reach In boxing (Fr) (7) 

9 —out. a practice game (3) 

12 The grand toiai of points or goals 
scored by a football club, etc. (9) 

14 The headgear worn by :ricketer8 (3) 
10 p.D.—Bey, Egyptian squash rackets 
player (3) 

17 A level open space for walking, often 
along the seafront of a seaside town 


20 Ik children's game (3) 

21 A small round pieoe used In playing 
draughts (7) 

24 The light racket used to strike a 
shuttlecock in a game resembling 
badminton (10) 

DOWN 

1 Ping-pong is one such (5,4) 

2 In chess tournaments If a game Is 
unfinished at the conclusion of the 
playing session, It Is customary to— 
and resume at a later time (7) 

3 A sharp blow (4) 

4 —-Trafford. cricket ground In Mart* 
Chester (3) 

0 A short sudden increase of speed 
by a runner (5) 

7 To cause an animat to take part in 
a race (3) 

to A system which makes it possible 
for an aircraft to take off and land 
without having to run for a certain 
distance along the ground (abbr.) 
( 1 , 1 , 1 . 1 ) 

11 The guiding mechanism of a bicycle 
(9) 

13 A large deep cut or wound (4) 

15 In cricket, hit the ball off the edge 
of the bat (7) 

18 Of a ship, leans or slopes to one 
side (5) 

19 The central part of a bicycle, round 
which it turns and to which the rim 
is connected by spokes (3) 

22 in boxing, a blow given with the 
elbow bept (4) 

83 CNi8orip(;«/# Of a pitch that la weH 

nMnr V ’ I < 


Question box 


bv Vvjayan Bata 

D. 8. Jamfiel, Ultanceshl. 

Q: What Is the Test batting cecoro 
of John Edrich ? 

A: In 77 Tests. John Edrich scored 
5,138 runs at an average of 43 54, He 
hit 12 Test centuries. 

K. C. Yedev. Patna. 

Q: Has B S Chandrasekhar cap¬ 
tured 10 or more wickets in a Test vs 
England ? 

A: Tilt the end of the English tour. 
Chandrasekhar had never taken 10 or 
more wickets In a Test vs England. 

8. Upadhyaya, Delhi. 

Q : How as Mansur Ail Khan PataudI 
dismissed in both innings of the 
Madras Test vs England in 1972-/3 ? 

A: In the 1st innings he was caught 
by substitute (Tolchard) bowled by 
Pocock and in the 2nd Innings he was 
not out 

E. Aahok Kumar. Trichur. 

Q ; What is Bedi's date of birth 7 
A . Bedi's date of birth Is Septem¬ 
ber 25, 1946 ( 

B. Chandrasekhar, Calcutta. 

• Q: How many Australians scored 
Test centuries vs India in 1969 ? 

A; Four Australians scored Test 
centuries vs India In 1969 — Stackpole 
(103). Sheahan (114). I Chappell (138) 
and Walters (102). 

V. J. Padma« New Delhi. 

O: Who has scored the most num 
ber of fifties In Tests 
A: Colin Cowdrey of England with 
38. 


AmNWPSI^^ 

I ^ i 

imrkNi fot 
d Of . 

r® V 

eatfioo 
taimtf. . 

iuAi}0 W$' 


K. SInsh, Calcultiu 
O: What Is the Test batting record 
of Mike Denness? 

A: In 28 Tests, Denness scored 
1,667 runs at an average of 39.69 
He hit tour Test centuries. 

K. Aroon, Arrah. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of R Illingworth? 

A: In 61 Tests, Illingworth took 122 
wickets at 3i 20 a piece. 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 4» 
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QUESTIONS 


1 Who was the first England 
captain to score a Tget 
century? ^ 

2. In which Test was Hutton 
dropped by the selectors tor 
the fl<rst time since his debut 7 
(The match he missed through 
injury is not to be counted) 

3. For the first time three players 
occupied the first three piacde 
In England's datung order 
(against West Indies in the 1st 
Test, 1963) Who were they 7 

4 What Is the name of boxer 
Muhammad All's first wife ? 

5, Which heavyweight champion 
became a restauranter after 
leaving the ring 7 

6 Which heavyweight champion 
said . “I’m not the greatest fm 
the latest” and when? 

7. Who was the first lavelln-thrower 
to exceed 300 ft (91.44m) ? 

8 Who IS the only Indian to hold 
the world rackets title ? 

0. What IS the Mitropa Cup ? 

10 What Is cyclo-cross 7 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


flHHHHHPBHHBHHHVBBI B cir 1% 

There were gome interestino posr.fbilitsos 
on this week's deal from match play - 
the two declarers were able to set 
different problems for the defenders but 
only one West found the right answer to 
his. 

4 AK 
J9763 
^ 854 
. K06 



South dealt with last-West game and the 
bidding went the same way at both 
tables: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH tAST 

1 0 

1 ^ 14^ 2 0 Pa^s 

2 NT pees 4 ^ p«si 

ps«a p««s 

North's two-diamonds, followod by four- 
hearts, was very much In the modern 
style (an extension of the 'unassuming 
cue-bid'), affirming a high card raise to 
four-hearts rather than one bajiecl mainly 
on distribution. Both Wests led 0 3 ano 
oddly enough, both Easts contributed 
the six with a smug leok. It would have 
been better to have played one of the 
honours - there was no danger of 

deceiving partner (d was dear that he 
held a singleton), and it would not have 
made It quite as obvious to declarer 
that the diamonds were breaking 6-1 and 
there was a danger of a ruff. 

At one table South led the Queen of 
hearts immediately In the hope that, m 
their eagerness to grab a diamond ruff, 
tr^e detenders might crash their trump 
honours. West gave the matter some 
thought but eventually played low and 
East won with 9? ^he Queen of 
diamonds came back and West ruffed 
witn ^ A and put East m with ^ A to 
cash a diamond for the setting tr.cK 
At the other table South made an attempt 
to cut his opponents' communications 
‘and led a club to the King at trick 7, 
East took his Agp and returned 0 Q for 
West to ruff with ^ 7. Now the defenderr^ 
could come only to the Ace of trumps 
when, in the fullness of time, dummy's 
losing dlamorrd went away on the Quot*n 
of spades. 


Wed, Was declarer's plan fool-proof 7 Not 
quite, for an astute West might argue 
that tffere was no hope of defeating^the 
contract unless his partner held ^ K. 
Suppose he ruffs with A rather than 
with ^3? He then puts hla partner In 
with the King of trumps and a diamond 
can be cashed for the setting trick. Very 
neat, but be honest with /ourself. Would 
you have found the right defence in the 
w§st seat? 


Last week's quiz: at love all South holds 
■ QJ 764<J>K3O 10974976. North 


te 


eals and opens 2 NT. Unless* I were 
playing transfers over 2 NT (wherr I would 
bid three-hearts, forcing partner to bid 
three-spades, and follow with 3 NT to 
sugge.st a five-card spado suit m a 
balanced hand and oner partner the 
choice of games), I would bid a simple 
3 NT. With these 5-3-3-2 distributions, 
even if partner has a three- or four-card fit 
in your suit, it so often proves that nothing 
extra can he developed by playing m a 
suit. And nine tricks are one less than 10, 

This week's quiz: at game-all South 
holds# 76S7K010 0 A94AK8764 
He opens one-club, West overcalls with 
one-heart and North bids two-hearts, 
What <;hould South' call next? 


Chess 


■HHHHBHBHHHHBHHHHHi Pflttrr Ciarirf 

The position set to/ last week's competi¬ 
tion was taken from one of the new Bell 
books. P/f^y for Mdte by David Hooper and 
Bernard Caflerty The authors have 
investigated the basic checkmate pat¬ 
terns that normally crown successful 
attacks and presented their findings in 
the shape of 290 examples under 16 
hoadings. 

They emphasise that a player can help 
himself considerably by knowing what 
to look for and, even more important, 
when to look tor it-by being aware of 
the clues that exist to every combination. 
These points are brought out in the com¬ 
mentaries, which vary in length from a 
couple of lines to over half a page and 
sometimes include all the moves of the 
game. In fact, this could have been done 
with advantage far more often; for the 
layout has left many pages with too much 
empty, unused space. Only the finish of 
the following fine game was g.ven. 

Wniitt YtBm Oelltri Black; liorit •passliy. 
Huy Lopt r (‘/onnl Tciu*n6mrtnl, Moscow. 1964,) 
I oil t Ktft,KM 

3 ibIrAt 4 


T «3.K«ie; t d4"li| 

9 ma, Bmf 

Spassky prefots solid devalopmont toaccapUpg 
the oftared pawn by 9 ... B x 13; to 0 x t3, s x 3 
and allowing While a strong iniliaiive. 
ft ttoS, 0*0{ 11 KtMt dit? 

ThfS daring Move throws the game into a 
turmoil. , 

IS o4, Bai; 13 d le • ..« 

Here Geller begins to go wrong 13 Kt x 05, 
KtxeS; 14 dxoS, Ktxi4; 15 f4 would have 
given him good prospects. 

13 ... K1 X M; 14 Ktbl, Qctt 

IS Ktd4 ... 

Having played lo win the QP. he at (he last 
moment decided It-was too hot to take (e.g. IS 
e X dS, Rd8 or 15 0 X d5, Kta5). 

1f...Klx»S| ISM, ci 

17 1X •$. c X d4: If e X d. Qd7 

It KtdS. fit 

Now the position on the K Bide, where White’s 
pawn advances have weakened him, ie to be 
opened up. 

tSIlGl. Khl; tlBf^^fxe 

n B X •§, BgSl; 33 BcT. O x xY 

Spessky had of course seen thi.<i in advarice. 
The white Oue^q wilt be unable to rpsitst the 
enemy pieces 

34 B X e7, Be3+ ( 81 Kg3. Kt x d3 

3f Bxftt, RxMi 37 Bxdl.. . 

Thus w© have reached Competition G340 

37 ... 1113 u 83 Ka3, KtH h 

33 KM, hit 30 Bd8, Rft 

31 Reelgne 

It 31 o5, then 31 ... 0(24-; 32 Kg4. Kte3#. 

CempeIRton <3341. Solution next week. 

Black 


M IR Htil 

eisi ns as 

X WKt .._Mm! 3 s_( 


xsa 


While 

Black to play. How dtd the gamo ftnish? 

Bslutlonto 034S((Eeller-8passky. Moeeow, 
1314). Arl li/3B3pp/pSb1/1 pi B4r3l»8P1/4bSF/ 
BP1liiR1/3^ - Black to play.) Spassky WOP 
by 27 . . . Ri 2-4- etc See the ganne above. 


_kjp i003. Solution next week. 

r. IhHIk {UHbUb ScaccA/sf/ca, 1939), 

(1B1B4/K1B30B/1 PpBpI p/4ke8/Bl8ll»l/ 
3RB1Pp/b1rSrR1/3 -13 white ment 11 

White to piey and mate in two moves. 

Bolullon lo No 1331 COfoaeman ond 
Hlreohanoon). (SBS/bT/MPI K/SBb/BlagliS/ 
38F1P1/4BBF1/Blr4- - malt In two.) 

1 Sf4 (threat 2 Bf3); (a) 1 . . Sn5' 2 Sdb; (b! 

1 . . . 0 X eS; ? Re6. 
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Letters to the Editor 


'IHF, 
please 
don't talk 
of 

Moscow' 

D U) TIIF. LATE DUYAN 
Chand have any pre* 
monition oi things to come? 
Or elso how could he choose 
Mich an opportune time for 
di alh? Heally, the ignominy 
oi a LI thrashing at the 
hands of arch-rivals Pakistan 
would have been too much 
for him to bear. Death (’cv 
luily a month btifore India 
v\'ere mauled at Karachi on 
the very opening day of the 
^ minipions Lup hockv.*> 
tournaincnt) spared him the 
tragedy of seeing the edifice 
of Indian hockey crumble 
before his helpless eyes. A 
structure, built with years of 
blood, sweat and tears. 

llio Karachi defeat must 
be the last straw on the 
camel’s back. It should set 
at rest all speailations con¬ 
cerning India’s participation 
in the coming Mascow Oly¬ 
mpics- l^t not there be any 
more talk about that, l^ct 
there be heart-searchinp (and 
he.art-burning) - by M.A.M. 
and other top echelons of 
the Indian hockey, let mud- 
slinging and bickerings for 
the loaves and fishes of office 
go on till infinity, but pIcasT. 
let there not be any talk 
u1h)uI the Ijndian hockey 
ti*inn’s partiripation in the 
Moscow Olympics or for that 
matter, any tir.st-rate interna¬ 
tional tournament. Mr 
r.haran Singh must be laugh¬ 
ing in his sleeves. We can¬ 
not blame him if in his own 
charairtcristic way he sug¬ 
gests that our players should 
go to villages and till the 
land instead of playing 
ho<kcy 

KALPAN & RAKA, 
Honghly, 

11 IS INDEED A TRAGIC 
irony that a country which 
dominated international hoc* 
key for nearly four decades 
and reached the pinnade of 
glory when they ruthleMiy 
diubbed America 24-1 in ih.: 
f.os Angelos Olyniplcs, had to 
face the worat ignominy from 
a team wtuch oasically plays 
their style of hockey. 


Instead of jOnding ^c.ip 
goats and witch-hunting 
those responsible for the 
pathetic debacle, the Indian 
Hockey Federation should ’ 
immcdiutely institute an in¬ 
quiry committee headed by 
any former Olympian to pro- 
bc into the muses, locate 
discernible lacunae and sug¬ 
gest corrective measures 
which would form part of the 
report. The findings must be 
submitted within 30 days and 
efforts must be made to im¬ 
plement the sugg^i^stion so as 
to improve the declining 
standard of Indian hockey as 
early as possible. If India’s 
status as a premier hockey¬ 
playing nation is to survive, 
Urn ntl our '.^nd'‘avours mod 
be aimed towards extricating 
th ' treat game from th.' pr 
vailing morass. In the mean¬ 
time India should declare a 
moratorium from participat¬ 
ing in international hockey 
tor at least five years, devot¬ 
ing the entire period for re- 
construdion of her battered 
horkin 

SUSANTA BISWAS, 
CaU^Uia 


No justice to Bedi 

B ISHAN SINGH BEDI’S 
non incUisioii in the North 
/one tt'am wa.s viu\v surpris¬ 
ing and shocking. The Delhi 
nickel nuthoutu-s have 
made a mock^/ry of them¬ 
selves by depriving him of 
an opportunity to prove his 
worth again .md re-e.stabllsh 
himself in the national scene. 
It is difficult to accept that 
Bedi’s standard of bowling 
has overnight fallen .so aby* 
snially low that he does not 
find a piaa- in the North 
Zone team. 

The problem with Bedi is 
that he is too trank. He doe.s 
nut believe in being diploma¬ 
tic. Very often he finds him¬ 
self in deep waters because of 
his outspokenness. His difier- 
onces with Delhi Cricket 
As.sociation are well-known. 
Whatever the reason, bis 
sacking can hardly be justi 
fled, considering the magni¬ 
ficent job Im has done for 
Delhi and North Zone. 

A jit Wadekar aKo got the 
same treatment when his 
team was beaten roundly by 
England in the summer of 
'74, He had to retire pre* 
maturely when he found 
himself out of the Bombay 
team. 

ANDREAS WDIK 
AsansoL 






'Forget Moscow, plan for Los Angeles' 


PIX:FAROOQ OSMAN 

GURBUX SINGH : 

1. We cannot solely blame the 
turf. No doubt Pakistan did have the 
advantage of having practised on 
the Karachi turf, but then the Eurc^ 
an nations and Au^ralia have alst* 
en playing on it for years. But 
there have to be other factors for 
our sad debacles since 1976. In the 
Karachi Test’ we lost 1-6 and at Bue¬ 
nos Aires 1-7 against Germany. There 
was no astro on both these occasions. 
Then where lay the faults ? Of cour¬ 
se, to a certain extent both officials 
and players are to blame but then, 
ground and weather conditions also 
play a certain part On astro, no 
team can play at the same pace 
throughout the match. Basically, af¬ 
ter every 15-20 minutes, one has to 
tighten the defeacfi after some fierce 
attacking. Our fault is that after 
every spate of attacks, we concede 


two or three goals to the rivals: This 
must be remedied immediately. Our 
defence has to be tightened. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the stress on penalty corner 
expertise over the last decade has 
made our full-backs forget the art oi 
tackling, positional play, recovery 
etc. Most of our players play—with 
sticks weighing 26-27 ounces, too 
heavy. I think the present lot can 
take a few tips from the ’old stars’ 
like full-backs Dharam, Gentle, Tri- 
lochan and Walter D’Souza, who nev¬ 
er played with slides weii^ng more 
than 20 ounces. 

2. I don’t think Ajitpal’s inclusion 
was a mistake. Even today he's the 
best and there is no substitute. 

S. Ashok would have definitely 
made a difference because even to¬ 
day he is the best inside-right and 
was one of the^best in the Perth 
Esanda Cup—God knows whykewas 


dropped for Moscoiv- Was it beesUM 
of some Press report about his reti¬ 
rement 7 

4. 'Grewal is good but not up to 
the ’glorious’ Indian standard. It is ^ 
a pity that we rarely hear about his 
scoring ability. We should be looking 
for another centre-forward. 

5. There is hardly any time to 
make drastic changes. It would be a 
blunder to again look for scapegoats. 

I have rarely seen the team over two 
years and 1 don’t know how good the 
wing-halves are. 

6. I suggest that, at the next Na- ' 
tionals In February at Cuttack, 40 
players be selected and given coach¬ 
ing by experts. And, for once, let 
there be no controversies about the 
shifting of camp coaches and mana¬ 
gers. In fact, I would like a manager- 
cum-coach to be appointed for four 
years and be given a free hand to 
select his assistants. We have suffer¬ 
ed enough for the last 10 to 12 years 
by chopping and changing of mana¬ 
gers, coaches and players, which have 
taken us nowhere. I feel, India’s goal 
should not be Moscow, but Los 
Angeles. 


KESHAV OAIT : 

L Pakistan is overwhelmingly 
superior in attack, having the finest 
forward line in the world. Astro-turf 
would have made hardly any differ¬ 
ence as most of our players have 
had the experience on piaying on 
this turf, 

2. I don't think the inclusion of 
Ajitpal was a mistake, just as 
one swallow doesn’t make a 
summer. Barring a few, be has 
played very little with the other 
team members. The centre-half 
being the pivot, he’d found little 
time to find adjustment with the 
others. Maybe being out of top-class 
hockey for a while his fitness may 
have been suspect. 



4 The Spofnierds are jubUant after sKormg a goal agamst JnSa. The nuiCch (Bfnded 2-3L 






- S. Personally* 1 don't think 
Ashok’s inclusion would have made 
much difference. After all, when we 
’'lost to West Germany m the last 
World Cup in Argentina with an 
identical margin, Ashok was m the 
team. This basically means that one 
or two outstanding playeis do not 
make much impression The entire 
team has to be balanced. 

4« Judging trom his recent perform 
mances in international hockey, Gre- 
wal IS better than others. 

5, 1 am against making too many 
changes m the team fiom one toui 
to another tor the simple reason 
that emphasis should be on knitting 
the team together rather than chopp¬ 
ing and changing too oiten. That, ut 
course, does not mean that a player 
playing consistently below bis foim 
should be retained. 

6. Time is very short—^barely 
months. What we need is an early 
selection ot the Olympic team and to 
allow them to play together as many 
matches as possible agamsi the best 
team m the country As hockey is 
played today on astro turf, it has be 
come an cxiicmcly ta^t game. Ihcie 
fore, It IS osscntidl to learn to put 
emphasis on youngsters who have 
the necessary talent loo much shutt- 
hng of players in the coaching camp 
does not help the morale of the 
team Experience alone caauol hetp 
win hockey matches Living conditi 


Questions 

/ Dn you think ,is(ro turf was 
re$pot)Sihh tor India s debacle 
in Charnpion s Trophy ^ 

2 IA/hs it a fi) stake to send 
Ajitpal ^ 

3 Would Ashok Kumar have 
made any difference ^ 

4 Is Grewfil the best centre 
forwaid we have ^ 

^ What thanqes from this team 
would you ipcnmmend for 
Moscow ^ 

6 How should we qo about 
prepanr^q for Moscow ^ 


ons for the players must be improv¬ 
ed not only at the camps but also 
when the team is made to travel m 
India from one place to another. 

Fianlly, the selection of the coach 
and the manager is very important 
to build up the necessary team spirit 
at the national level Lvery effort 
should be made to ensure tbaJt the 
coach and the manager get on well 
with each other. 


LESLIE CLAUDrUS : 

L Yes, the astro-turf was respon*^! 
ble to a certain extent bicaust^ there 
are some f[csb<Ts who are not accu 
stomed to the turl While we’ve been 
practising on lawn all the while, 
Pakistan have had the advantage ot 
playing on the synthetic surface foi 
a couple of months, giving them a 
certain edge. 

Z. Ajitpal IS certainly quite old. 
Unfortunately, he is the best centre 
half we’ve gut today hut he’s quite 
old for the turf. A tew years ago, he 
was an asset 

3. Ashok is one of the finest foi- 
ward players in India today. Ills in 
elusion in the side would have added 
tremendous stiength to the forward 
line. 

4. Grewal is at present the best 
centre forward. He’s good in mid 
field, but he still lacks finish We 
have had many camps and trial mat 
ches and he had proved himscit But 
we haven’t yet tried Sunndei Singli 
In my opinion, he could bt corru tl e 
best ‘finishers* 

5. There shouldn’t be very many 
changes, except to weed out the age 
ing ones. One cannot make expen 
meats before Moscow, as Umo is 
short We had a policy ot having n 
young set-up and these youai^sttrs 
did well at the Bangkok Asiad Bui 


Ashok: I 
should have 
gone. 

1. Yes, I think the astro^turf 
was responsible. We must acquire 
it if we are serious about regain¬ 
ing our place in international 
hockey. Astro-tuif has come to 
stay. Let there be no doubt about 
that Had we played on a natural 

t rass pitch, the result would mt , 
ave been what it was. It woul^l 
have been a very close match. Pa¬ 
kistan are good, but not all that 
food to trounce us 7-1. 

1 No, it was not a mistdhe to 
select AjitpaL He is atitt the 
best ceutrMaK we have. We 
failed because Grewal topped. 
And Grewal fa>le<< because he 
was »<' >» ojx' Jed” as the 
centn. .u t.t be. Mei^ 
vyn Ft 'as- ih. iuside-riibt 
Still has develop the art of com¬ 
bining uud “feeding” tlm centre- 
forward. Mervyn combines only 
with the ouiside-right. 

>. Yes. I think my presence In 
the team would have made a dif¬ 
ference. Had the Indian Hodtey 
Podantioft cared to tell me that 



my servima 
ticwtibity have ' 

SfflUS”-!® 

our team we* 
last cereraoniei 
cember 14 sm# 
fhem. Coo^i 
me to JOhi ^ 

waiting for a V . 

ration who nnvm mo 
me. I am ommouit. 
made a dffltomhm to H 
of our tewm it KatMiliL 

4. Yes^ Grewtl Jo the 
cenim-forwmd vo haoe. 






he has limited international expe¬ 
rience. Bat centre-forwards 
on mtettings provided by 
the Jnaers. 

i. ViriOifsr Singh should be 
recalled to man the nght-hatf 
poddan. We should reatore the 
coiiltdenoa of this exi^ienced 
Our new right-half w 
amjMilMpmte to face such player.s 
Of Pakistan. Bhas 
ImaiMne Mi-half, is steady, but 
“■— slswing down. The left 
of omr forward line is far 
amisfactory- SO<fiii and 
l<^ai ladt thrust and dash. 

Ai Altnii4mf< as 1 atdd earlier, 
{s a *^ams^> We must train on 
;aa(ni>thrf. The players must be 
Oteoitab a programme of 
^fOaiAi matdiw. \^en 1 say 
,, J ““hn really tough, sharp 
-f 4nd ammatWvo not tbe usual 
.jmadlMMoay mthibltioa matches. 
i»a k a man who should 
'la tSm to rarnire confidence. That 
‘ man's chief quality. 

" ' a, shotdd be trained to 
. dirno ttf fitness. Not 
fimMm alone, mental Bt 
j-IS eery important. At 
aiainst Pakistan, we weit 
When players 
mm mmrtaw n^d, their passes 
msd mwy^ng else go awry 

p. RAkUL 



tia!<iar Abbas on the rampage m 


after that, the policy was not follow¬ 
ed up. So, experimenting now would 
be harmful. 

€• I've always emphasised the 
need for at least six weeks’ training 
tor th« actual team selected before 
it leaves on a tour. Because astro-turf 
needs precision work, we should go 
abroad and play matches at least a 
fortnight before the Moscow Olympi¬ 
cs. Tho most important thing is that 
wc haven’t given the boys much in¬ 
ternational experience. Without this, 
putting the youngsters on artificial 
turl is nothing but a blunder. In our 
lime we’ve had six weeks training 
betore we left our shores. Why we 
don’t have it now, 1 fail to undei- 
stand. Longer training brings a play¬ 
er to perfetiioii. ha.s chang¬ 

ed, but we still play to the stereoty¬ 
pe, We are no mure masters. Wc 
have come to a stage where we have 
to learn from others. 

R. S. OENTLE : 

1. The astro-turf was not the only 
cause for our debacle. Why can’t we 
get an astro^turf for ourselves ? If 
Pakistan can alford it surely we can, 


rs* maicn ojaamst Austral»a, k*ak won. 


too. As long as we don’t have an as¬ 
tro-turf we will suffer as these days 
most competitions are being played 
on this artificial surface. It’s quite 
different from other turfs. In fact, 
we should have three astro-turf cent¬ 
res with facilities of flood-lights so 
that young schoolboys can be coach¬ 
ed all through the day. J think our 
team should have gone to Pakistan 
at least ten days before the tourna¬ 
ment for acclimatisation. One of the 
reasons for our defeat must have 
been the playnrs’ inability to make 
the adjustments in their play on as- 
"ro-turf. 

2. Ajitpal should never have gone. 
He’s old and not as strong as he us¬ 
ed to be. The centpc-half is a very 
vital link in the team. A lot depends 
on him. 

3. The same applied to Ashok Ku¬ 
mar, who is over the hill. Today, the 
accent Is on fitness and youthfulness. 

4. Grewal is not the best centre- 
forward we have. He lacks sharpness. 
He is slow and can’t keep position. 

5. For Moscow, 1 would complete¬ 
ly change the forward and centre 


7-J. 


line. The full-backs and the goalie 
are fine. For the lorwanl line, wc 
could consider Shahid Akbar, Merv 
yn Fernandes, S. S. Sodhi, Yusuf, 
Shahid Noor and Zafar Iqbal. At the 
moment, our mid-field is pretty bad. 

6. We have no consistent policy in 
our training and selection. When 1 
was in charge of the boys that were 
going to Argentina, all of a sudden, 
at the last moment, four players 
were pu^ed into the team. .They had 
not trained for even one day. 1 had 
not seen their form. The coach and 
the manager should spend sufficient 
time with the boys during training. 
The IHF, AiCS and the Education 
Ministry should endeavour to see 
that youth >3 encouraged. We should 
have systo'^’i^i*: IrainT-'g schedules 
and no drastic change^ please. We 
lack good coaches. Af'cr selection 
the youngsters should be taught to 
play as a team. In Moscow, the mat¬ 
ches are to be played on poly-grass 
which is a little different from astro¬ 
turf besides being a cheaper synthe¬ 
tic. 

WALTER 1P80UZA 

L You can hardly blame astro-turf 




it you take playeirs like AJitpal ami 
Bha^karan. These players cannot last 
the pace playing on such a surface. 
They are not fit. 

2. Ajitpal is not as young as he 
used to be. His stamina is no longer 
there. It takes real energy to play 
on astro-turf. It is particularly bard 
on the calves. On this turf you have 
to be more than 100 pei cent fit. A 
team must be prepared to last Oo 
minutes. Our team can’t last even 30 
minutes. The scores also suggest it. 

S. Ashok would have made no 

different to the team’s performance. 
Like Ajitpal and Bhaskaran, Ashok 
fared poorly in Montreal on astro¬ 
turf. The man who could replace 
Ashok is Merwyn Fernandes, who is 
playing rather well. 

4. Grewal lacks penetration and 
can’t make through-nasses. Forwards 
like him try to bulldoze their way— 
a tactic which fails when they come 
against the robust Westerners. 

5. Phillips, Bhaskaran and Ajitpal 
should be replaced. 1 can’t under¬ 
stand. I selected a young team to 
Perth where they did quite well. 
Then, all of a sudden, they called the 
**old-guards” back. Wc should make 
up our mind on how we want to pre¬ 
pare for Moscow. All this constant 
chopping is costing us dei^r. 

6. We should select our team for 
Moscow right away ‘and put them 
under training from now itself. We 
should emphasise physical fitness to 
the boys. Let us not make a farce of 
selection. The present team was cho¬ 


sen at a meeting which was not att* 
ended by the chairman Mr. Ramas- 
wamy and Mr. Claudius, one of the 
selectors. 

AMIRKIIMAR : 

1. All the teams played on astro- j 
turf so we can’t blame the surface. ] 
Wc might as well accept the fact that j 
our side is not fit. We can’t last the 
70 minutes of a match. How else can 
you explain the fact that at half* 
time Pakistan was leading 2-1, but 
by the time the match ended it was 
7-1. Similarly, we were leading 3-1 
against Australia and when the mat¬ 
ch finished it was 3-all. Plain and 
simple, we did not last. Our fitness 
leaves a lot to be desired. 

2. What can I say about Ajitpal ? 
Who else do we have ? We have no 
proper training methods. There are 
not enough youngsters. As such, if 
the players are not fit, it is not their 
fault, because we don’t have anyone 
suitable to step into their shoes. On 
astro-turf, you have to always be on 
your toes. It’s tough. You have no 
second chances. And the speed with 
which the ball travels, if you falter 
there is no time to recover ground. 

3. Ashok is in the same boat as 
Ajitpal. Our forwards hardly made 
any good moves. Occasional stray 
raids don’t help. There was no such 
thing as combination. Zafar Iqbal is 
a left-extreme, but he was played as 
left-in in the 2nd half. He was totally 
unsuited to this position. If we can’t 
find the right replacements for regu^ 
lar players and position, who is to 
blame ? We are experimenting too 


much. Everyone talks of doing some* 
thing but no one ever gets down to 
doing it. We must reorganise the IHF 
and concentrate on the schools. 
Thai’s where we”ll get talent. At the 
moment, we have only 150 players 
to choose our team from. During our 
days there used to be lakhs of hoc¬ 
key-players. Consequently, the stan¬ 
dard of the game was very high. 

4. Grewal is useless. But he’s the 
best we have. His playing standard 
is not up to the mark. 

5. Irrespeclive of whom you take to 
Moscow as replacements, the story 
will be the same. We’ll hear the 
same music Our reserve strength 
and potential is inadequate As long 
as you don’t have class players you 
won't be world champions. What we 
need is that the people at the top 
should think positively. At the mo¬ 
ment. the IHF bosses are too worri¬ 
ed about themselves, so the game 
has taken a back scat. 


G. NANDI SINGH : 

1 . Yes, of course it was one of 
the causes of our defeat. There is 
a big difference between lawn and 
astro-turf surfaces. Astro-turf tells 
on the calf muscles ol a player. 
After some time you slow down. It 
affects a player psychologically when 
this happens. 1 remember the 
C.F.C. ground of old at Calcutta 
where the Beighton Cup matches 
used to be played was a pitch which, 
I think, was akin to astro-turf sur¬ 
face. 






2 Ajitpril is past bis pnmf?. It 
was wroHi} to have sent him to 
Karachi. 

3. Asliuk IS still an asset But ho 

needs a good captain with a strong 
personality to get the best out of j 
him. He will make a good througit | 
pass and then not lollow it up. A i 
good captain can goad a talented | 
pla>ei like Ashok to play e\en bet- j 
ter. I 

! 

4. 1 am atraid J haven’t seen i 

Grewal frequently enough to express i 
an opinion. I 

5. We must infuse fresh blood | 
into the national team. I'here were , 
some good players spotted in the i 
Junior Nehru Hockey Tournament 
in Delhi last November. The de 
fence is allnght, but the forward 
line is weak. The half-line ala) has 
weak links. 

6. First, we must have adijquate 
experience of astio-tuif. The team 
should be prepared physically, men- 
tally and tactically for the campaign 
ahead. Physical preparation people 
-iidersland, but mental and tactical 
preparations ncsed some explanation. 

In recent years, our team has been 
going out and losing so badly that 
our players become nei vous. espe 
cialiy in the first one pr two matches 
ot a tournament. I’heir self-confi¬ 
dence has lo be restored. They 
must be convinced that they can 
come out best. That was the way 
the 1975 Kuala Lumpur World Cup 
team was prepared at Chan¬ 
digarh. Tactics m intcinational 
hockey have completely changed. It 
Is more like basketball — man-to¬ 
man covering. It is a jumbled up. 


crowded game. Our players must 
be trained lo create space for them¬ 
selves — call it gaps if you like. We 
must also impn)ve our scoring and 
stopping power. Our stopping, or 
trapping power is very poor and oui 
forwards arc the biggest culprits in 
this icgard. 

INAM UBREUMAN : 

1, Yes, it was one of the factors 
responsible for the debacle. Playing 
on an aitificial surface is not quite 
the same thing as playing on natural | 
grass. Hockey on astro-turf is more 
taxing. It demands extra energy 
fiom th(! player. His legs, his 
knees and ankles should get used to 
the extra strain. 

2. With regard to Ajitpal, the first 
mistake was committed when he was 

I lemoved from the national team 
I llirec years ago. After being kept 
i out of intcinational hockey for three 
I years, it was not exactly wise to re- 
I call him to the India team. 

! 3. Asliok undoubtedly is the best 

j forward in India. But there is one 
I problem about Ashok. He needs 
somebody ^ who can ^‘handle.” him. 
Lvery great player has his own W'ays, 

It is nothing new. Such people 
need good handlers. A good coach 
or a good manager is what 1 mean. 

4. Grewal is a good player, but 
not an extraordinary one. He is 
moody, not consistent. Though 
there is no comparison between the 
great Balbir Singh and Grewal, but 
even Balbir depended for his success 
on good **fceding’’. Grewal plays 
really well only in patches. To get 
the best out of him he needs to be 
“fed’* by the inside forwards. 


5. I think there should be many 
changes. The forward line needs 
to be changed and also the half-Une. 
Good players m the past have been 
dropped on some ground or the - 
other. This has not done good. 

6. First and foremost, wc must 
acquire astro-turf. If Pakistan can 
have it, 1 see no reason why we can¬ 
not have it also. The team should 
be in the charge of one man — one 
who is wilhng to ^cept responsibi¬ 
lity for results. The normal type 
of fitness training and coaching is 
not enough, though it is very impor¬ 
tant. Our players should be train¬ 
ed according to the need^ of interna¬ 
tional hockey. Players should be 
coached in how to deal with particu¬ 
lar opponents and their styles and 
tactics. Take for instance the 
right-half. He should know how to 
deal with the Pakistan left-winger 
and other players whom he is likely 
to encounter in the campaign. The 
man put in charge of tlie team 
.should be one who has an intimate 
Vnowlcdge of iaternatiunal hockey. 


P. KRISHNAMGRTHY : 

1, 1 have not played on astrodurf 

but as a lormer player my estimate 
is that a totally new surface can 
aflert one’s performance. And go¬ 
ing by the reports one reads in the 
papers, the synthetic surface, which 
our boys are not exactly used to, 
partly explains the Karachi debacle. 

I wonder if you noticed that in aB 
ihc matches, our boys did fairly well 
in the first half but fared badly in 
the second. I understand that .t 


Tense moment in front of the Svain qoal hi their match against India, The match ended 22 





Piikistan*s Randul HofXiTi, Hanif and Munawar Zaman m a mid-field melee udth the Australian players^ 


.surface such as ihc astro turt cai; 
sap one's energy and stamina a 
great deal. And we had not gone 
fully equipped to counter this pre 
dictable loss of stamina. 

2. Definitely, has taken Its 

toll on Ajitpafs game. He may no 
doubt retain his skills but you can 
not disagree That the fast moving 
rival forwards have to be contained 
by someone who is not only skillful 
but also has immense resources of 
energy and stamina. And when the 
younger players are running out of il 
on the astro-turf, why blame Ajitpal 
for not being able to keep pace with 
the game? Personally, 1 fee) that 
Ravinderpal should have been allow¬ 
ed to play in his customary position 
of centre-half. Look out for thi‘> 
youngster! 

3. The presence of Ashok might 
have made only a littln difference, 
honestly. And that loo, if he had 
been played at Icft-in and not right- 
in. Shahid has some way to gc 
before be can really fit into the right- 
In position. 1 feel that Mervyn 
Fernandez should not be disturbed 
from the rlghMn position. He is 
best there. 


4. Yes. 

5. It is difficult to pinpoint and 
say that this chap should replace 
that chap but I feci that we must 
have a fairly uniform selection 
policy for the long term. Until xxi- 
ccntly we were ‘experimenting' with 
juniors. Of late there was a rever 
sal of that policy. My point is that 
since our experienced teams have, 
been getting beaten, why not allow, 
our youngsters to have a fiery bap¬ 
tism? If you take the records, you 
will find that experience or inexpe 
ricnce, we have not been very 
successful in international competi 
tions. And since we have a very 
talented junior set, why not give 
them as much experience as we can 
May be they will gel mauled but this 
will stand them in good stead In the 
future 

6. It is imperative that we try to 
acquire an aslro-turf surface to train 
our team. If this is not possible, 
at least teams should be sent abroad 
to get as much practice as possible. 
Then, the accent of our camps will 
have to be on improving physical fit¬ 
ness. This is being done but, I don't 
know really, maybe this is not 
enough ? More than anything else, 


match practice is very c.ssential. 
Individual skills are nut enough — 
players have to combine as a team, 
one well-knit unit. And when we 
are on the topic of individual .skills. 
I have one suggestion to make 
during the practice sessions at 
camps, efforts must be made to pt'- 
nalisc players who latch on to the 
ball too long. The moment tlu' 
coach sees someone being too “scl 
fish” with the ball, he has to blow 
him up. This will curb this instinci. 
If this is done during practice, a 
better passing game can be inculcat¬ 
ed. This suggestion might seem a 
little unorthodox hut it can be given 
a try. 


From HAR6SH MUNWANI Bonibdy, SUBHASH 
SARCAR. Calculla. ASHOK KAMATH. 
and D RAHUL, Dc-thi 


Due to communicaliim difficul 
lies betweim Karachi and Calcutta 
match repf^rls of the champion 
ship could not reach us in time. 
Reports by ASLAM SHEH KHAN 
U7id ^\BDVL RASHID Jr. unit be 
published m '^Sportsworld^ Janu 
ary 23. 
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Wake up 

IHF: 

(Please) 

Not one Indian hockey 
player will make it to a 
World Xl.Thatis the nature 
of our decline, says RON 
HENDRICKS. 

DIAN HOCKEY, REPEATEDLY 
bruised, battered and humiliated 
in the late Seventies, has not provid¬ 
ed a solitary ray of hope to suggest 
a spirited and meaningful revival 
in the first international competition 
that marked the start of a new de¬ 
cade. Let’s face the unpalatable 
truth. We have traded the resplen¬ 
dent purple robes and gold braid of 
the proud conqueror for the sack 
cloth and ashes of the religious men¬ 
dicant and there is no immediate 
escape from this tragic garb, 

India, crushed 7-1 lyider the impe¬ 
rious heel of the invincibles of Pakis¬ 
tan, took only two points from drawn 
matches against Australia (5'3) and 
Spain (2-2) and then lost ignomin- 
ously (2-6) to Holland. The apolo¬ 
gists — and they populate the higher 
echelons of the IHF in. large num¬ 
bers — may argue that this is not so 
bad — and not so good. But is 
there a valid reason for even a mut 
cd cheer? You tell me. 

Nobody in a position of authority 
was prepared to accept a rational 
analysis of the paralysis we suffered 
in the rarehed atmosphere of high- 
altitude Mexico City more than a 
decade ago. The rot that set In 
with the appointment of dual cap¬ 
tains, Prithipal and Gurbux, was 
allowed to eat at the vitals of the 
game like a cancerous growth. The 
politics of the top brass of the IHF 
undermined the self-confidence of 
coaches and technical experts and 
reduced star-studded selection com¬ 
mittees into a panel of yes-men who 
did the bidding of the non interna¬ 
tional chairman. 

Ashwmi Kumar, who spent a pro¬ 
fitable fortnight in Beijing as the 
principal emissary of Lord Killanin 
and played a major role in formulat¬ 
ing the compromise formula for the 
return of mainland China to the 
mainstream of the Olympic move¬ 
ment. remarked to a friend in Bom¬ 
bay the other day that if he were to 
write his memoirs he would have 
no option but to condemn both 
Jimmy Nagarvala and the late Salu 
Sait for the downfall of our hockey. 
But is he free from guilt himself? 

However, that 1$ not a moot point. 
But the real tragedy lies in the fact 


that there has been no material 
change in the administration of the 
game with the reconstitution of the 
IHF and a shift in the power equa¬ 
tion. Matters have not improved. 
On the contrary, they have deterio¬ 
rated. The IHF president, Mr M. 
A. M. Ramaswamy is loo pre-occu 
pied with his interests in horse-racing 
to apply his astute mind to the 
administration of hockey at both the 
national and international level. 

India, who sold hockey to the rest 
of the world, arc no longer univer* 
sally rated as a super-power. That’s 
a fact of life. We have to live with 
it after the accumulated follies which 
precipitated our galling humiliations 
at Montreal and Buenos Aires which 
tarnished our image and made non¬ 
sense of our reputation. And the 
real tragedy lay in the thought that 
we went to both the Olympic Gaines 
and the World Cup as champions of 
all the world after our epic victor> 
over Pakistan at Kuala Lumpur in 
1975. 

The IHF steadfastly refuses to 
slough the shortcomings of the past, 

It allows needless controversies to 
be raised by pompous and self- 
opinionated officials who have no¬ 
thing to do with the administration 
of the game. NSNIS director H. L. 
Anand refused to countenance Jha- 
manlal Sharon as the coach of the 
national side for the Champions Cup 
for reasons that were never clear at i 
the time. Mr Ramaswamy put mar i 
lers right. But untold psychological 
damage must have been done to the 
morale of the coach who has had 
few opportunities to study the mo 
dern evolution of the game at first 
hand. 

Lack of physical fitness has been 
the Achilles' heel of most Indian 
teams. Speed and stamina are as 
essential as skill and technique in 
hockey. Their importance is all the 
more significant on astro-turf, the 
artificial surface that has come to 
stay in international hockey, and yet 
proper attention was not paid to this 
Important aspex:t at the training and 
conditioning camps at both Patiala 
and Jullundur. India cracked up 
under second-half pressure against 
Pakistan, who slammed in five goals, 
and Australia, who rallied from a 
1-3 deficit and were somewhat un 
lucky not to snatch both points with 
a late victory-goal, and Holland. 

Old soldiers of the elite refuse to 
fade away. While Ajitpal Singh 
and Phillips were recalled for na¬ 
tional duty, Virinder was ignored. 
The right half-back and Ajitpal, who 
had approached the zenith of his 

f lowers at the time, masterminded 
ndia's glorious victory over Pakistan 
in the Kuala Lumpur World Cup 
final. And the presence of Virinder 
— since immediate short-term gains 
were the objective of the IHF — 
instead of an inexperienced wing-half 
would have brought the triangular 
movements on the right-wing which 
would have made a vital difference 
to our attacking play. The fatal 
road accident in which Bobby Clau¬ 
dius perished has bean' a sad blow 
to our ho^ey. 


Our players are comparatively 
slow, they lack physical condition, 
they lack a collective sense, they do 
not know what to do with the ball 
in mid-field and the forwards in par¬ 
ticular play each one for himself. 
Poor positional play by the goal-shy 
forwards in the circle, inadequate 
detensive covering and half-backs 
who do not possess the constructive 
skill required in the highest class of 
the game have told their own tale. 

The preparation of the team suf¬ 
fered from a major deficiency. No 
proper warm-up matches were ar¬ 
ranged and the late arrival at 
Karachi added to our woes. Practice 
matches at Bombay, where the coach 
spent most of his> time tiding to gel 
the Customs to release the equip¬ 
ment sent by Puma of West Ger¬ 
many, against club sides of average 
ability were a poor substitute for 
hard games against tough opposition. 
And Pakistan drove this fact home 
with a vengeance. 

The recall of Phillips, in my opi¬ 
nion, was a mistake. Kaushik 
should have been pei servered w’th. 
More atlentiou must be paid to the 
development of half-backs of truly 
international class and the grooming 
of an inside left who has a better 
sense of midfield play and pcnetia- 
tive power than Sodhi It is ama/.- 
ing that Syed Ali found himself 
among the rejects. He is a natural 
left-winger, and he can dnbble more 
effectively than Sodhi at inside-left. 

There is not much time leit for the 
preparation of a medal-winning com¬ 
bination tor Moscow But at least 
a dozen half-backs should be drafted 
into a special tiaining camp and 
hammered into shape More atten¬ 
tion should be paid to constructive 
attacking moves and pot shots at 
goal by the forwards. We do not 
have the speed and skill of the 
amazing Pakistanis on the wing and 
the aweinspiring punch in the 
middle that they have shown at Ka¬ 
rachi. It is iJrae we worked on 
these deficiencies. 

Not an Indian player may be able 
to make an all-star world XI today. 
That is the nature of our decUiic. 
But if we apply our mind to the 
development of collective sense, we 
will be able to put up a braVc show 
in the foreseeable future. The game 
comes naturally to u$ Indians. There 
is plenty of talent in the schools. 
The hoped-for revival may not come 
at Moscow. But there is no reason 
why the nation should not hail it at 
the fifth World Cup at Bombay In 
1981-62. 

There is no better time than now 
for IHF president Ramaswamy to 
realise that his hand-picked con¬ 
science-keepers are the grave-diggers 
of our hockey in a set-^up which 
believes that the presence of non¬ 
technical observers is more impor¬ 
tant than that of the NIS head coach 
or the chief organiser of the World 
Cup at international jamborees like 
the Champions Cup at Karachi. 




SportswoHd Exclusive 


ENGLAND vs AUSTRALIA : llnd TEST 

Early drama, then 
easy stroll to win 


Then Gooch let one go from Lillee. 
It cut back Just a touch and clipped 
the off. Four for 38. And Gower came 
to Join his captain Brearley. Gower 
has had rather a difficult time most* 
ly with the bowlers who have const 
antly worked him around the off. 
There is a feeling he is weak in cult* 
iim and another thought that he lofts 
off his toes forward of square Neither 
was the case. Greg Chappell, bowlings 
that innocuousdooking medium pace, 
sent a half-volley between bat and 

{ »ad to scatter the stumps. Gower 
asted just three balls. Five for 41. 


JOHN BENAUD 


J US'I' HOW FORTUNATE ENG 
land were in not ri.»kiiig The 
Ashes in this three-Tesl encounter 
with Australi .1 w'as obvious on the 
fourth day late when Greg Chappell 
was giving their bowlers a terrible 
hiding. It was a captain’s innings ol 
great chararler, sturdy defence, cldS* 
sical attack—and above all a winnei 
that gave the Australians successive 
Test victories. Yet at the end of the 
second day veiy few gave two hoots 
for their chances of such success. 

Sydney, the venue, havf just experi¬ 
enced its driest DecrmhcM m memory. 
Uul come January and the week pri¬ 
or to the Test, heavy rain fell. It .se- 
veiely interruprtd ifk* pitch prepara¬ 
tion and two days before ai.'tually 
wet the strip badly. By the time um¬ 
pires allowed play to begin with only 
MB minutes to go on the first day. 
the pitch had still not recovered. B 
was not wet, ecitainly not as ‘sticky 
as some suggested, but rather slow 
A brake wa.s placed on shot making 
Fven the dapper Brearley must have 
let Slip an oath when the coin came 
up against liim. 

Greg Chappell sent England in and 
so began some of the most inept 
batting any Test crowd around the 
world i£ likely to witness tor a con¬ 
siderable time. Probably the last bali 
of Lillee’s first over caused a hauling 
out of the worry beads. It startled 
Good), lifting from not too short a 
length. 

Yet both Gooch and Boycott look¬ 
ed comfortable. The pitch was slow, 
its dryness evidenced by the fact no 
batsman had course to go down and 
repair any ball mark. Nor did the 
howlers need sawdust at their foot¬ 
marks. And their run-up footprints 
were not distinguishable from the 
rest of the outfield. 

And the first to go, Boycott, who 
uf late has been giving the Austrah- 
an bowlers nu mercy at ail, was out 
quite simply. He over-reached trying 
to drive a Dymock in-swioger, bis 
left hand flew off the bat handle and 
his off-stump was knocked back One 
for 10. 

It came Randall, whose reputation 
as a Jester has given way to one of 




Dilley bowled bu Dymock (not in the 
picture) 


faroe. Five times in a row Dymock 
beat him as Randall shuffled and 
jostled and wrestled' with jitterbugg* 
ing feet and sparring bat. Finally he 
edged Lillee lo Greg Chappell at 
first slip. Two for 13. 

It was a batting performance 
which must surely have destroyed 
the confidence of those to follow, 
but Willey and Gooch, under a shtn-, 
ing sun now took the score to dl. 
Then Willey, as he does so ofteu, 
angled his bat at the slant of Dymo¬ 
ck. and Wiener at fourth slip took a 
marvellous catch diving late to his 
right ^ 


Botham came to conquer. Ofteii 
that is not a bad tactic when the field 
is aggressively dose-in. Chappell 
only had the one man back, cover 
point. At qvery chance Botham 
struck out while Brearley played rock 
like at the other end. Twenty-two 
balls Botham faced and crashed 27 
runs. Once he lunged out at Greg 
Chappell and hit the ball high back 
over long-on into the members* stand. 
He had added the bulk of a danger 
ous 33 with Brearley when Pascoe 
got him with a truly aggressive deli¬ 
very. 

Pascoe bowled exceptionally here, 
keeping the ball mostly up and rely¬ 
ing on what is now speed and sir 
aightness. The ball to Botham steep- 
led from just short of a length, a re¬ 
al rearer. Botham lurched back, 
bowing his back shooting his bat up 
to protect even his hclmeted head. 
The bail brushc^d hi.s glove, kicking 
high over first slip. And up went 
Greg Chappell, timing his lean per¬ 
fectly, to snare the catch two-handed 
before tumbling back and landing 
on his back doing a backward some¬ 
rsault. A spectacular dismissal. A 
spectacular scoreboard—six for 74. 
Brearley went a run later, after deci¬ 
ding Botham’s tactics were not so 
bad. 

But Botham is a strong hitter, con¬ 
fident. These days, as ever 1 suppose, 
Brearley is unsure, not a hitter but 
more a glider. Dymock gave him a 
short one cutting to leg which lifted 
about thigh high. Brearley tried a 
sort of semi-sweep-pull off the trout- 
foot. Probably the ball hung back a 
little on the slow surface. Brearley 
merely top edged and Pascoe at mid- 
on needed only patience to wait for 
its long fall to end in his giant hands. 

At stump.s Taylor and Dilk*y had 
rung up 90. Brearley had nothing to 
say but. 'Tf I say anything I’ll only be 
accused of whining”. Chappell was 
more outspoken. He felt it disgust¬ 
ing’ that a Test match may been de¬ 
cided on the toss of a Coin. One felt 
Chappell might have been bending 
over to be nice to his guests. 

There was a time, less controver- 
slaf than this season of peace, when 
an Australian captain might very 
well have uttered something about 
'*you beauty and good riddance” 
when he had England in such dire 
straits at the end of the first day. 



I P THE FIRST DAY WAS REMAR- 
kablc, the second was more so. 
In sunny conditions^ a breath oi 
wind» and on a pitch not rolled to 
ensure none of the moisture was 
brought badk to the surface, 16 wic¬ 
kets fell for 216 runs. England added 
a terribly important 33 after Taylot 
went in the very first over from Lill¬ 
ee without even adding to his over¬ 
night total. And when Willis went 
trying the Botham hit-out tactic 
England wore still short of the hun¬ 
dred. However, sensible batting from 
the gallant Dilley and the slightly- 
built Underwood carried them along 
to 123. Dilley again pushed his long 
right-leg down the wicket and whilst 
it was a stopper tactic it also brought 
him fome pain as Lillee rapped 
him ghoul the gloves with balls that 
lifted sharply. In fact they could 
have added many more but for a fine 
diving catch by Border at mid-wicket 
from a slashing crossbat hit by Un¬ 
derwood. 


Australia began poorly. McCosker, 
recalled for the injured Laird who 
was still suffering from a hand badly 
bruised in the recent West Indies en¬ 
counter, showed he had regained 
none of his sure footwork. He grop¬ 
ed constantly. Finally, Gower at four¬ 
th slip took the thick edge that al¬ 
ways promised to comer*One for Itf. 

The return of Ian Chappell to the 
Australian team has been something 
of a controversy. The English critics 
travelling here have called for his 
banishment forever. Many Australi¬ 
ans regard him as notorious. Yet he 
remains, by scores in the Sheffield 
Shield and the one-day internation¬ 
als. one of Australia's finest bats. 

He arrived to a tremendous wel¬ 
come from the 24,000 crowd. And ho 
gave thfmi every bit of their money’s 
worth. Broarley sometimes had six 
nun in around the bat while Under¬ 
wood exploited every centimeter of 
turn the pitch offered. Willis struck 
him a cruel blow to the heart. But 
Chappell survived it all for nearly 
two hours. 

He was helped somewhat by slran 
ge bowling fioin Botham, Willis and 
Dilley, all ot whom seemed determi 
ned to knock his block off. Chappell 
of course, is .tii expert at playing 
back and dropping the ball at his 
feet. And soon he was swinging 
swoet sweeps at Underwood and on 
top of the bowling. 

Foolish cricket at the other end 
brought undone the fightback. First 
Wiener was run out just before lunch 
going for a ridiculous single. He 
patted Miller, the off-spinner just to 
Brearley’s left, but the England cap¬ 
tain, on the run. gathered in the right 
hand and threw down the leg 
stamp at the bowler’s end. And then 
straight after lunch Underwood cast 
his spell once again over Greg Chap* 
pell, and Taylor, accepting the edge, 
also whipped off the bails. 


Three for 71 wasn’t so bad, 
mind you. Nor was four for 
92 when Ian Chappell was out 

to Gooch of all people. Inter¬ 

estingly enough, Gooch maaaged 
what the other faster men had not 
—he kept the ball well up. Chappell 
tried to drive, the hall jagged just 
enough and Brearley laughed as he 
threw it up at first slip. Then anoth¬ 
er debacle, the batting vapours we 
have come to expect from Australian 
line-ups. Hughes slashed, got an 
edge. What a hot and cold player is 
Hughes. One minute nose to the 
ground daring bowlers to try (Heir 
hardest to dislodge him. The next to¬ 
ssing his head in the air, blood 
rushing, bat flaying, conquered. Mar¬ 
sh slogged one to mid-on, quite irres¬ 
ponsibly. Lillee just edged one, Dy* 
mock too. Sheer capitulation. And 
suddenly Australia were eight for 129 
— a lead of just six runs. England j 
quite rightly were smiling. ■ 

In the end nobody cared much how 
many Australia got, all wondered if 
the tireless Botham could once again 
get five wickets in an innings. Higgs 
saw to it that he finished with only 
4 for 29 off 17 by aiming a ludicrious 
sweep at Underwood. So Australia 
lasted just 58 overs compared to 
England’s 44. And still only one bats¬ 
man, Botbam, could point to the pit¬ 
ch and say it had helped in his dis¬ 
missal. 

NY JOY ENGLAND MIGHT 
have felt lacing a deficit of such 
paltry proportions as 22 was soon 
souted The innings was only seven 
minutes’ old when Gooch held hisliat 
out at Dymock’s slantcr and Greg 
Chappell took a simple catch at belly- 
button level. Willey played back To 
Pascoc and was beaten by sheer spe¬ 
ed. Two for 21. 

In marched Broarley, quite a sight 
to see so high m the order. And with 
Boycott, who was hampered by a stilF 
neck, he set about restoring the da¬ 
mage. And they looked good togeth¬ 
er until Pascoe got a beauty through 
Boycott. It reared nastily, snaking 
back at the olF stump and Boycott, 
committed as he so often is with that 
back .shuffk5, tried desperately to 
drag his bat back. But it flew safely 
to McCosker in the slips cordon. 

Seven minutes to slumps and one 
wondered if the jaunty Randali 
might come down the steps. How 
foolhardy that would have been 4 
Instead, Brearley sought to hold the 
fort with Underwood. It was a wise 
choice, as the Australians would find 
on the third day when the little spin¬ 
ner led them a merry dance. In the 
end only century-maker David Gow¬ 
er batted longer than Underwood in’ 
the England second innings. 

For 136 minutes Underwood 
showed devotion to duty none of his 
more illustrious batting order mates 
had managed. His 43 was priceless. 
He saw out the prepunch session 
when Lillee, Dymock and Pascoe 
threatened to rip the Test match of! 
England. With Brearley he added 48 



and must have watched with just the 
trace of triumph when Brearley went 
before him. 

Pascoe. relieving the tiring Lillee, 
blasted a short one at Brearley. It 
provoked an extraordinary shot from 
England’s captain. As the ball slant¬ 
ed back, Breai'ley sliced, swaying and 
arching his back. Marsh held the cat¬ 
ch at eye level 

Randall stayed until lunch, having 
words with first Lillee and then the 
umpire over time-wasting and once 
Underwood went, caught at short 
leg by Border after the break, joined 
Gower in a partnership that threate¬ 
ned to perish at any moment Gower 
was pointlessly beaten thrice by Pas¬ 
coe. Randall hopped and hoped un¬ 
til he finallv touched Dymock’s slant- 
er to Marsh. 

Perhaps Randall’s antics were Go¬ 
wer’s problem, for once he went 
Gower blossomed and played one of 
Test cricket’s finest innings. He hit 
the fiist boundary of the day after 
35 overs and never looked back. It 
was a back cut otf Dymock, all grace 
and charm, effortless. It led to an 
array of memorable cover hits, squa¬ 
re to extra, pulls, hooks and cuts. 

He was at his most majestic when 
only Willi.s remained to push Eng¬ 
land to some reasouabie load. They 
decided it bi‘.st that Gower faced Lill¬ 
ee and Wilhs Dymock, unless fiower 
could lake the single at the cna oi 
Lillee’s over. And so Ldlee began. 
Higgs was on the foncx* at point, Mc¬ 
Cosker at backward square. Lillee 
bounced it. Gower hooked it. Fom, 
McGobkcr no hope. Lillee around the 
wicket short. A cut, four, Higgs no 
hope. 

Next over, Gower slamiti-ed l.iUee 
lorwaid ot point, and tUcKed him oil. 
ms toes, both tours. 11 was supeih, 
baiting. He missed his century by 
two when Cireg Chappell look anoth- 
from a low, wide Willis edge, Chap- 
l>sU tell back, towaids second slip 
and caught it behind Hughes’ lett 
heel, one handed. 

So Australia had lo gel 216 to win. 
They lost neither Wiener nor McCos¬ 
ker, but by heavens it was close. Wie¬ 
ner survived a catch behind appeal 
lor an inside edge off Willis—TV re¬ 
plays showed he missed it and tlic 
bat was late anyway— which saw 
Kandall run all the way from deep 
cover lo shake Willis’s hand. Next 
ball he did edge inside edge but Tay¬ 
lor, perhaps stilll griping, was too 
late and it went for four. Then in the 
last over McCosker played back to 
Underwood’s arm ball and I thought 
looked plumb. Umpire Copeland said 
not out. Although Wiener and Ian 
Chappell went quickly to Underwood 
on the fourth morning, and McCosk¬ 
er after lunch, the England bowlers 
were never quite able to worry Greg 
Chappell nor Hughes, playing a rock- 
Jike role. In the end it was a stroll 
for Australia— and an unbeatable 
two-nil lead. 



AUSTRALIA-WINDIf^S 
find resT 

Pure 

Caribbean 

slaughter 

JOHN BENAUD 

A ll that is bad about Aus¬ 
tralian cricket was bared in this 
second encounter with the West 
Indians. Of course it is not easy bat¬ 
ting against a constant battery of 
acemen, nor is it easy these days 
owling against the batting genius of 
Vivian Richards. But this is the Aus¬ 
tralian combination many felt would 
restore a little sheen to an image that 
has become somewhat tarnished in 
the last two seasons. 

After it was all over in a day less 
than the scheduled five days one con< 
cluded» quite iairly, that Greg Chap¬ 
pell is rather less than a first class 
captain. Once, when the West Indians, 
Richards and Greenidge, were pum¬ 
melling Lillee and Co., Chappell pull¬ 
ed a piece of paper from his pocket 
and began reading. One wondered if 
it was a note he may have written 
contemplating suicide, so badly were 
things going. 

Many might see criticism ot Chap¬ 
pell as unfair. Certainly his is a ma¬ 
jor assignment moulding together the. 
mix the selectors have given him. But 
one always senses a lack of fiair from 
Chappell; inadequate planning, a feel¬ 
ing he just lets matters run along and 
take their own course. 

Consider the toss. The Melbourne 
Cricket Ground pitch has soured 
somewhat in recent seasons, and tends 
to play with two heights. Yet it is 
still a fact that the team batting first 
inside that huge coliseum, with its 
oven-like humidity, nearly always, 
crashes. A stark examples—^the Ca¬ 
tenary Test between Australia and 
England when Australia managed 
only 138 batting first and England 
replied with 95. 

So Cbgppell tosses with Lloyd, well 
aware the West Indies have opted to 
drop the off spinner Parry and play 
the four fastmen—Holding, Roberts 
Croft and Garner. Chappell wins—and 
bats. And the Test, as a contest, is 
over by the end of the first day. 

Whidi no doubt goes a long way 
to explain away one of the poorest at¬ 
tendances ever to watch a Melbourne 
Test. Nearly 40,000 turned out on the 
first day, but the total match atten¬ 
dance was a pitiful 90,000. I recall 
when toey used to get 90,000 atten¬ 
dance one day's play in Melbourne. 


Quite simply^ Australians love a 
winner—they won't go and see Chap- 
pcirs losers. Chappell too is probab¬ 
ly rattled a little by the terrible pres¬ 
sures he always seems to have upon 
his shoulders when he bats. 

So it was in this first Australian 
batting attempt. At least Bruce Lairo 
and Julian Wiener got it right for a 
while. They arc shaping well enough, 
this pair, to suggest Australia may 
well have solved at least that weak 
aspect of team make-up. They put on 
38 before Laird, with that little back 
ghuffle across and raised bat, tried 
desperately to pull back from a very 
quick lifter from Holding. It slanted 
off the face of the bat and the cat 
like Lloyd pounced at first slip. 

Even at two for 69 there was no 
cause for alarm. That was when 


tloyd hooks Lillee 



Wiener went. A good looking player 
Wiener. Very tall, strongly built, a 
right bander who plays very side-un, 
always behind the ball. He was a lit- 
le unlucky when that one from Gar- 
aer skidded along low trapping him 
in front. 

Even three for 97 wasn't all that 
bad. Border, fresh Irorn that gallant 
115 against Breaiicy's Englishmen In 
Perth, never looked lively against the 
West Indian paceraen. It would be 
Fair to say they have his measure. Six 
times he has battled against Lloyd’s 
team and five times the pacemen have 
had him caught in the slips/gully re¬ 
gion. One would imagine that by now 
he might have done something to 
counter such weakness. Here Gar¬ 
ner, wbelling the ball down from that 
^extraordinary height, got one to lift 



73 






but it was well wide uf off. Yet Bor 
der, bat far away from his body, spar 
red carelessly, Richards took a peart 
of a catch diving away to his left. 

Then the alarm bells started ring¬ 
ing—nay, clanging. Gamer hit Greg 
Chappell beneath the heart, then be 
took another brushing body blow. 
Chappell is a cool customer, but this 
obviously distressed him. Suddenly, at 
another short one from the relentless 
Garner, came an out of character hook 
from the Austrahan captain. It was 
a wind and water shot, almost, om- 
felt, a protective swat, that just dol 
lied easily up for Murray behind. 

It was four for 108 then and clearly 
apparent the pitch was not playing 
evenly. How surprising then that 
Hughes should try a square cut. Rowe 


took it quite happily at fourth slip. 
Even more surprising was Toohey*s 
approach. Many regarded Toohey a 
season or two ago as a wonderfully 
equipped young batsman. He was a 
superb diiver through the covers, a 
strong puller and had quick neat feat 
to the spin. He has never been a parti¬ 
cularly good hooker. In the West 
Indies m 1978 Andy Roberts split open 
Toohey’s forehead with a bouncer. 
And on his recall to Test cricket 
against England last week he was 
twice out to the hook 

So, when the quickest of the West 
Indians In this Test, Holding, gave 
Toohey a bouncer one would have ex¬ 
pected to see him disregard it. His at^ 
tempt finished in the hands of Roberts 
on the on, forward of the umpire. 


The Weet Indian opener Desmond Haynes hits a four to brtnq up the 
whinma run aqainst Australia 
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Bather than assess this batting dis* 

g lay as a collapse by the recognised 
atsmen one prefers to call it a recog¬ 
nised Australian batting coilaps(\ 
Countless are the times the line-up has - 
fallen away quickly in recent sea¬ 
sons. The 1970-71 season and John 
Snow’s rampage comes readily to 
mind. So in just 266 minutes Aus¬ 
tralia lost ten wickets for 156, 40 trom 
Wiener being the top score. 

And not a splinter of defence can 
be offered for such an effort, even 
takix^ into account great West Indian 
bowling. Roberts, as he has been tor 
most of the tour, lacked direction and 
maybe even motivation. Holding rare¬ 
ly directed the ball at the stumps, al¬ 
though this was of no consequence as 
the Austrahans were quite happy to 
use the bat’s length at full stretch. 

It was Gamer who rocked the Aus¬ 
trahans—^three for 14, including that 
murderous dismissal of Chappell — 
in just 39 balls. The last eight Aus¬ 
tralians went for 59 in 92 nunutes. 

'T'HE WEST INDIES HAD 84 MI- 
A nutes to before stumps. It 
was slaughter. Off the 18 overs the 
Austrahans sent down, Haynes, Green- 
idge and Richards plundered 103 
Hogg had 45 hit off foui six ball overs, 
it was like a picnic — 46 runs, cuts, 
drives, pulls, hooks, in just 32 mi¬ 
nutes before Lillee got Haynes caught 
in the shps by Hughes. Richards and 
Grecnidge kept on though—50 in 40 
minutes, 100 in 78 ininutcs Greg 
Chappell was the only bowler of the 
five used to bowl a maiden. 

The West Indies began the second 
day as they left off the first—with 
scorching intent. There were eight 
runs off the economical Dymock*s 
first over and Hogg bowled another 
two for 14. He then left the field and 
there were muttenngs from the mom 
cymcal that he’d probably torn a hcait 
muscle But it transpired be had suf^ 
fared the more probable bad back. So 
badly in fact be was sure to miss the 
next Test against England. 

Not such bad news tor Australia 
that. Because of some antiquated rule 
the Austialian selectors, when they 
have Tests one upon the other, have 
to pick both teams. Ridiculous when 
you consider one team is being chose 
a good week and a half before the 
event. 

And, mind you, while some potential 
players are going around showing 
toim m Sheffield Shield. One such 
player was Ian Chappell, who cracked 
I, over 150 for South Australia. Hogg’s 
breakdown, unfortunate though it 
was, had its pleasant side. Chappell 
was rushed into the side to play Eng¬ 
land. 

Still that was not going to be 
much hope to Greg Chappell in face 
of the then West Indies batting on¬ 
slaught. Impressed by Richards* early 
form the Australian captain managed 
to harness his bowlers enough to have 
them successfully plan containment. 


They kept the ball Just short enough 
to make Richards cautious of driving, 
his beat shot And with astute field 


placing, men deep and one short for 
the one, contained the batsmen well 
enough to get them both. 


Greenidge, 26 overnight, failed to 
readi his going for a fiick wide 
of mid-on and Ming well caught by 
Higgs. Richards, 45 overnight, got to 
96 before he tried to pierce the defen¬ 
sive offside web and Toohey at cover 
accepted a simple catch. Ridiards left 
disconsolate, a victim of his impa¬ 
tience so well nurtured by some dis- 
aplined Australian out cricket. 


Even so, the West ladies added US 
in the session. While the Australians 
chained Richards, at the other end 
Kallicharran benefited from a lack of 
Australian attention. He moved sweet¬ 
ly into the thirties. But after the break 
the Australians got back into the 
game ever so sLghtiy. A few statistics 
to illustrate the Australian’s success: 
on the first night Richards had bit five 
fours and a six—on the second morn¬ 
ing, in adding 41 he hit only four 
fours. Greenidge hit only two. 

After lunch, the West Indies added 
68 in 98 minutes to tea, rain halting 
play for a while. And in the last ses¬ 
sion, only 86 minutes because of light, 
they got 62. And along the way lost 
six wickets for 233. 


Higgs, the leg spinner, who was 
turning a nice width," troubled them 
most. He had Kallicharran nicely 
snapped up at short leg by Laird and 
worried Lloyd and Rowe. The wickets 
though fell to Dymock, plugging away 
lightly as he always does. A paltry 
Mf*lbourne crowd of 24,000 saw what 
was an engrossing day. 

A ustralia began the third 

day with just a glimmer of 
hope, 180 behind. A quidc break was 
needed. As in Brisbane in the first 
Test when giant Gamer slogged his 
highest score in Tests, so Andy Rob¬ 
erts batted his way to a personal best. 

He even confounded Dennis Lillee 
by hooking away a vicious bumper for 
four, a perfectly executed shot 
through square leg. Before Lillee final¬ 
ly got him foi 54 with one that kept 
terribly low, and Higgs got Garner 
and Croft, the West Indies tail had 
added 61. 


It was an imposing deficit the Aus¬ 
tralians faced, hampered as they were 
sure to be by a pitch now playing 
with confidence-sapping irregularity. 
And batting as they had to in heavy 
cloud and misty ram, at least on tho 
third day. They started solidly enou¬ 
gh. Wiener and Laird put on 45 be 
fore Wiener touched a slantcr from 
Croft and Murray accepted it with 
glee, running across in front of Clive 
Llovd. 


I^ird and Border survived. This is 
how Laird lies it. Fighting hard to 
stay, picking up runs without haste 



Ibw to Croft, for 21 


tapping the ones, gliding the loose 
balls for four with the occasional 
thumped cut. Then the pitch played 
its part again. Holding to Border, total 
88. A short ball, Border back, but the 
skidder hits him in the ankles, palpab¬ 
ly leg before. 

Greg Chappell came and one won¬ 
dered just what his game was as, in¬ 
deed, one did when Hughes came to 
replace his captain, who succumbed as 
he always promised to a loose shot. 
In fact be was out hooking, just as he 
had been in the first innings, but this 
time he succeeded only in getting a 
glove to the ball which lobbed to Mur¬ 
ray down the legside. Chappell made 
22 off only twenty halls. 

It seemed probable that with him 
gone were Australians chances of 
survival The score was 121 for three. 
Hughes, the vice-captain, began by 
square cutting one off Holding straight 
to Rowe at third slip. It went down, 
Rowe juggling and then falling over 
in a heap. Hughes was six then. 

He learned nothing. Later, he want 
for another, again the ball was too 
close to his body, and the top edge 
just eluded the grasping hands of 
the leaping Lloyd at first slip. The 
West Indies simply bowled to Hughes 
around off letting him pick up runs 
with back foot play into the cover 
point area. Then they’d fire in the 


quicker and shorter one for the cut, 
a bit wider. Hughes rarely abstained. 

On the fourth morning with Austra¬ 
lia resuming at 167 for three. It need¬ 
ed personal best scores from Hughes 
and Laird to make a match of it. They 
were unequal to the task. 1 felt sorry 
for young Laird. He is a magnificent 
fighter. Early in this innings. Michael 
Holding bit him a terrible blow to the 
left hand but Laird fought on. 

On the fourth morning the pain was 
too much. After one over, a doctor 
came onto the field and gave him 
three pain killing injections. He last¬ 
ed 32 mirhites after that before ang¬ 
ling one to gully as he failed to control 
the bat against Holding’s great pace. 
Toohey came and played two hooks— 
memorable only b^use they didn’t 
get him out—then succum^d to a 
wishy washy defensive pat outside 
off. Hughes, just as aggressive as the 
day before, was dropped at fine leg, 
hooking, but was leg before to a 
skidder that kept very low. Marsh 
bowled behind his legs, Lillee a pas¬ 
sive caught and bowled. Dymock and 
Hogg routed by Garner. Australia lost 
seven for 92 in 159 minutes. 

Ha 3 rnes and Greenidge took an ago 
nisingly long 7.2 overs to score the 19 
for a ten-wicket win. A demoralising 
loss for an Australian team which 
then faced the old foe England just 
three days later. 
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News: National 


B' desh 
politics to 
blame: 
Asif 

P KRHAPS J[’X>R THE FIRST TIME 
over, a cricket tour was cancelled 
rnidwdv ciiUroly For political reasons. 
The Pakistan cricket team, on a good¬ 
will lour of Bangladesh midway 
through the Indo-Pak scries, had to 
cut .short their mcket there when 
dvinoiistrators stopped the first match 
<>f the tour, in Chittagong. 

Across the Ix^rder, in West Bengal, 
rumours were rife that effigies of both 
Ziaur Rahman and Zia-ul- Huq, Presi* 
dents of BangLade^ih and Pal^tan, 
respectively, were burnt by militant 
Awami Leaguers —in Cnittagong, 
where the hrst (and what turned out 
to be the last) match was held and 
tn the capital. Dacca—demanding the 
expulsion of the Pakistanis from the 
country and the severing of diploma¬ 
tic links between the two nations. It 
was also said that the demonstrators 
cKMuanded that captain Asif Iqbal be 
tailed over to Dacca to offer an un¬ 
conditional apology for the behaviour 
of his team-mates. Finally, it was 
iiirnoured, the team was not allowed 
leave Dacca on January 7, because 
the official tour was to have lasted 
till the next day. 

Trouble aroee on January 3, the 
second day of the match between the 
Pakistanis and the Bangladesh Board 


President’s XI. An irate crowd threw 
chairs and stones at the Pakistani 
players. They were rounded up, but 
not before 5u people were injured. 
These included Mudassar Nazar, Iqbal 
Qasim and Tasliin Arif. 

The charges against the Pakistanis 
were many and varied. The Bangla¬ 
deshis were mflained by the alleged 
unusual and unfriendly behaviour of 
the visitors on their arrival at 
Chittagong airport. They were report¬ 
ed to have refused garlands, shooed 
off photographers gi'ceted the locals 
with a folded-hands ‘namaste’ instead 
of the traditional Muslim greeting 
and, gravest of all, made uncompli 
mentary remarks about the status 
of Bangladeshis as an independent 
nation. This last is said to have been 
the immediate reason for the snow 
balling of the demonstration. 

The agitation did not stop when the 
match was abandoned and the decision 
to cancel what would have been the 
first three-day unotlicial ‘Test’ 
between the two countries scheduled 
at Dacca fnun January 5. The Pakis¬ 
tanis were Iraa^portcd to Dacca, even 
as reports came in of the cancellation 
of Pakistani Minister ol the Interior, 
Mr Mahmoud Haroon’s visit to Dacca. 

There were daily demonstrations in 
the capital, demanding the expulsion 
of the Pakistanis and/or severing ol 
relations between the two countries. 
The ‘Sangbad’, a Bengali daily publish¬ 
ed from Dacca, front-paged an Awann 
League demonstration. Parly leaders 
marched with their followers to a 
meeting at the Baitul Mokarram 
venue on January 6, from where the 
procession continued to tlie Shahid 
Minor. But trouble arose after the 
meeting was over when some Awami 
Leaguers gathered to proceed to 
Hotel Intercon, where the Pakistanis 


were staying. When the processionists 
reached the Radio Bangladesh pre* 
mises, they were halted by police, 
who lathi-charged the crowd and burst 
tear-gas shells. Eleven demonstrators^ 
were arrested. 

The net result was that the Pakis¬ 
tanis had enforced rest—obviously an 
uneasy one—^for five dayg. Back in 
Calcutta on January 8, a tired Asif 
Iqbal said: “I feel the entire episode 
was politically motivated.” 

Relaxing in his Airport Hotel suite, 
Asif said: “There were several allega¬ 
tions against our boys, i wasn’t there, 
so 1 won’t be able to vouch for the' 
behaviour of the players. But it was 
said that the boys did the Indian 
namaste’ when they went to Chitta¬ 
gong. If they had done so, it must 
have been a carry-over from the 
habit they developed in India and 
could have been done in a light¬ 
hearted manner. That didn’t imply 
any disrespect to the Bangladeshis. 
There were complaints that my boys 
I el used garlands. But that is not 
true, because they have been photo¬ 
graphed with gaiiands on. 

“Then again, it was reported that 
the players turned their backs when 
asked to be photografijie<i- In my 
experience with the other team 
membi»rs, I don’t think this is possi¬ 
ble. H’s only natural that, while go¬ 
ing on to the field—or coming off it 
—no player will agree to stop in his 
tracks to allow a camera to click. A 
professional photographer will know 
that he has to make do with whatever 
pose Ls presented to him as the pla\ 
ers keep walking. They would never 
ask a player, or a group of them, to 
stand by while camera adjustment 
aiT made. In any case, it is not true 
that the players refused to be photo¬ 
graphed, because they have pased in 
groups, 

“Frankly, I don't know whether 
the players actually said anything 
derogatory about Bangladesh and its 
people. But as far as 1 know niy 
l^ys, they would never do a thing 
like that. After all, they are nothing 
more than professional cricketers." 

I asked Asif whether it was true 
that he was forced to go to Bangla¬ 
desh, “Certainly not. It' was all 
along fixed that I would play in thr 
‘Test’ at Dacca. And I went there 
on schedule. And I went despite the 
fact that the match had been called 
off. I also wanted to be with the 
players.” 

W:is it true that the Pakiatanb 
were confined to their hotel rooms 
and were not allowed to come away 
Irom ‘Dacca earlier than scheduled 
because the Bangladesh Government 
could not risk taking them through 
demonstrators? 

“As for myself, I had no difficulty 
in Dacca. I know many of the boys 
went out shopping. They met no 
demonstrators and bad no difficulty 
at all. There was no question of uis 


Awarrd League demonstrators, on January 6, protesting against the alleged 
bad behaowur of the Pakistani cricketers in Bangladesh (Courtsey Sannbadi i 




coining over to India earlier, because 
we were asked by our own Govern* 
inent to keep to our original scheduK\ 

*'You see, all of ua were eager to 
play in Bangladesh. I have played 
several times and Tni sure 
those in the team who hadn’t, were 
aw.iiliiig the opportunity to do so 
[ho Chittagong match was hardly an 
indication, because the Board Pre¬ 
sident's XI included several local 
players, but wo were hoping to gauge 
thc^ strength of the Bangladeshis 
when we played against the country's 
national side. It was most unfortu¬ 
nate lhat we couldn’t do so. 

“Fve always had a high regard for. 
cricket fans m Dacca and other places 
in Bangladesh. I've always found 
them appreciative and knowledgeable, 
I can’t believe genuine cricket lovers 
would do the things that happened 
in Chittagong. 

“Tile most intriguing feature in 
Dacca was that there were demons¬ 
trations both for and against us. 
There were several people who want¬ 
ed us to play in Dacca. I only wish 
their voices were heard. The whole 
episode was sad — and politically 
motivated. It was unfortunate that 
a political party thought it fit to 
blow everything out of all proportion.s 
—and deny us the opportunity of 
playing.” 

ARIJITSEN, Calcutta 
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Mushtaq : 

I will come 
back 

INTERVIEW WITH 
HARESH MUNWANI 

M ushtaq mohammed had 

the l“Shouldh.ave*been*out-there- 
ia^tbe-middlerlook, all over his face 
when 1 met him dunna me honibay 
Test Mushtaq was terribly disapp¬ 
ointed that not only was he stripped 
ot the captaincy, but also dropped 
from the team. 

“Let’s start from the beginning. 
After Pakistan had drawn the series 
with Australia Down UYider, f felt 
that 1 should step down from the 
toLm which was to play in the Pruden¬ 
tial World Cup. 1 reckoned I would 
be a liability in a iimiied-over game. 
First of all, 1 am a leg-spinner, an 
expi’n.sive. luxury in thes class ol 
criek(*t. Next, I am a slow mover on 
the held. Lastly, I bat at No. 6. 
whore a batsman must be a big- 
hitter. Because of these three re¬ 
asons, I Iclt I would be giving away 
more runs than 1 could get. Also 
there are some good keen young 
cricketers in Pakistan. I thought that 
these youngsters would serve the 
country belter than me. All I did 
was to .step down from the squad 
that was to play in the World Cup. 
But what happened was that some 
people used this as an excuse to throw 
mo out of the team.” 

Did he play in the domestic tourna¬ 
ments which were an eligibility for 
selection for the team to tour India? 
Mushtaq replied: “Yes, Like all the 
other cucketers, 1 did participate m 
th(‘ BCCP tournament. Why, 1 came 
all the way from Birmingham where 
I work for PIA.” 

Bat one had heard that Mushtaq 
was dropped because of his poor form 
in the BCCP tournament. His 
defence:- “By the time I came to bat 
our side either needed some quick 
runs or we were chasing small totals. 
Coming as I did at No. 6. there was 
not much that was asked from me.” 

When did he first bear that he had 
not made it to the side and what were 
his feelings? Mushtaq revealed: 
“During the closing stages of the 
BCCP tournament one of the officials 
wanted to speak to me. He told me 
in no uncertain terms that I was 
being axed. When 1 asked him tor 
reasons, he said I wasn’t ht. Nothing 
could b«^ further from the truth. Next 
they said 1 was not among the runs 


{ or wickets. 1 was shocked. Ail that 
I 1 had done in 20 years as a cricketer 
I was forgotten, all they cared to re- 
; member was my performance in those 
! three or four games. Everything that 
i 1 did as skpper—ihe glory, the wins, 
the building of team spirit—they 
overlooked everything. Ana the con¬ 
venient excuse trotted out was that 
1 was not fit and that i was ovcr-thc- 
hill. In retrospect, I feel because 1 
was honest to Pakistan cncket and 
stepped down from the World Cup 
team these people used that as an 
cxcUsSe." 

“Surely you can’t expect a man of 
36 to do wonders on the field. Also 
1 felt that the selectors opined that 
they would select me only if I showed 
the same form as 1 did when I was 15 
and made my debut in Test cricket. 
That time I was the youngest Test 
■cncKeter. Now I was the captam. My 
cuntiibution to the team has to be 
seen under this light.” Then he 
added in a low voicxj, “It was 
unlair”. 



Mushtaq (left) and his elder brother 
Hanif durmg the Bombay Test 

That brought us to Sarlraz Nawaz. 
Is Pakistan niLssing him? Mushtaq 
was vehement: “Uefinitely. Do you 
think Pakistan v/ould have been in 
such a bad way if Sarfraz was 
af(»und? Sarfraz is a very inlelligent 
bowler. He has the ability of read¬ 
ing the wicket and knowing what will 
deliver the goods. He aho knows his 
limitations and was thus able to reap 
rich dividends. It’s because of this 
that Sarfraz could strike blows on 
any wicket. He is what you call a 
match-winning bowler, Imran may be 
taster than Sarfraz but he still has 
to learn all this. I don’t know how 
we can do without Sarfraz. But he 
has himself to blame. He refused to 
play in the domestic tournament. So 
ne was not eligible for selection. 
After all, there is something called 
team discipline.” 

Mushtaq reportedly was on very 
amiable terms with Sarfraz while 
other people seem to find it difli- 
cuU getting along with Uie pace 
bowler. Was that really so?®It*s not 
that. Sarfraz has always been a 
difficult man. You must know how to 
handle him. That’.s what captaincy is 
all about. Eleven different people with 


their ovra beliefs, ideolo^es, thinking 
and ego have to be moulded to form 
one coherent unit, 

“I understood this and treated 
Sarf as an individual. But Sarfraz^ 
is an awkward man. He has thiii'' 
uncanny knack of opening his mouth 
at the wrong time and the wrong 
place. Not that what he said was 
vulgar or obscene. His utterances 
generally made it difficult for the 
other people around him. Like for 
example nis non-availability for the 
BCCP tournament. Why did he say 
he was not free? Then when he was 
not selected he cried that he was not 
employed anywhere so he couldn’t 
play in the BCCP tournament. He 
knows be could have played for 
Karachi or Lahore. But he made it 
60 difficult, he said one thing, then 
changed and re-changed his excuses 
and blamed a lot of people for his 
own plight. The authorities had do 
choice but to axe him. 

“How I used to control Sarfraz is 
something 1 know best. Fellows like 
Sarfraz sometimes oppose a thing for 
th<; heck of it. A captain rnusT i-e- 
cogiiise that. There are times when I 
would not talk to Sarfraz for days 
together because he had done some 
Ihirig wrong. There were, times when 
I realized that Sarfraz was spending 
the evening alone without any friends 
and knowing his loneliness, I would 
invite him for dinner. This often 
pleased Sarfraz who would go around 
boasting to everybody, that ’the 
skipper asked me out for dinner’. 

“So if the next day 1 asked a little 
more of him on the field Sarf was 
only too willing to oblige. If 1 found 
him not taking wickets because he 
was tired I would ask him to rest. 
Very often 1 would tell some friends, 
to take Sarf out for the evening. 
Other captains would say ’nothing 
doing if you aren’t getting wickets 
you work that much harder’.” 

One couldn’t help noticing a little 
sympathy in Mushtaq’s tone when he 
spoke of Sarfraz. 

“There was a weird habit that 
Sarfraz had which made him very 
unpopular in the team. He used to 
do a lot of backbiting. At first most 
of the team-members were very 
annoved. But then one night I spoke 
to all the boys about Sat€. I urged 
them to ignore whatever he said 
irrespcjctive of whom it was about, I 
told them not to take Sarf seriously. 
It was just his habit. And probably 
he never meant those things. The 
boys understood this. But what 
happened was that Sarf became a 
loner. No one wanted to spend time 
with him because of this nasty habit. 
I doh’t blame them. After all, why 
should they bear this kind of 
mischief ” 7 

Mushtaq fired his last salvo when 
he said: ‘T haven’t given up cricket.. 
I am going to play still There is a 
lot of cricket left in me. And be 
sure I am going, to try all that much 
harder to make it to the Pakistan 
Test team/’ 
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How Sikander 
became a champion 
bowler 

ALOK DASGUPTA 

B arely one season ago he couM have been more penetrative, 
was not even a regular member but then 1 would never have bagged 
of the Pakistani cricket team. But so many wickets. Imran is our main 
now one cannot even think of a bowler and is definitely a better 
Pakistan XI without him. The rise bowler than me. So naturally he 
of Sikander Bakht from his coun- would have been preferred and 
try’s third seamer to its most de- would have done maximum bowling, 
pendable bowler came when the 

Pakistanis were badly feeling the "'Of course, there were other rea- 
absence of Sarfraz Nawaz and an sons behind my success. They were 
injured Imran Khan and were look- hard work and my decision to 

ing for d new bowling success. take cricket more aeriously. Now. 

my objective is to get as many 
And Sikander iiwdH the best use wickets as possible and get a perma- 
of the situation. In the second nent ^place in the Pakistan ciicket 
Test at Delhi when everybody seem team/’ 

ed more concerned about the fitness Sikander cannot remeiiiber when 
of Imran, the tall and lanky quickie he started playing cricket. He was 
from Karadii had other ideas in bom in Karachi on August 25, 1957 
mind. He just sbc.t-d through the When he was a kid. he used to play 
Indian batting m the first innings to a lot of cricket in the stieets, but 
bag the career best figuies of 8 for with tennis balls. ‘T don’t know 

why 1 took to cricket. Maybe ( 
was because) my father, who was an 
**Whea you get so many wickets. engineer from Aligarh and played 
naturally you are happy,” said Si- cricket at the University level, was 
kander. “The eight wickets in the quite interested m this game. He 
Delhi Test is so far the most memor- never stopped me. But my mother, 
able ^performance of my cricket as well as the other niembeis of mv 
’ family, were very much agamst it 


What’s surprising about Sikander 
is that while in his first 14 Test 
matches he took only 34 wickets, be 
has got as many as 23 wickets in the 
last three. How did this hap¬ 
pen, 1 asked Sikander. He replied: 

bag wickets, it is most impor¬ 
tant to get maximum overs to bowl 
Before the start of this tour I was 
always considered the third seamer 
of the side and never got a chance 
to bowl as a main bowler. While 1 
used to bowl for just 10 or 12 overs, 
Sarfraz or Imran would bowl 

for nearly 3035 overs. This 

makes lot of difference. You 

cannot expect to get wickets in just 
four or five-over spells. 

*'So far in tbls series, 1 have pby- 
ed as Pakistan’s main bowler. I have 
got maximum number of overs to 
bowL and that too with the new ball. 
Further, I knew that my team was 
depending on me, so naturally 1 got 
widmis. 

**Sarfrax*8 absence and Imraii^ 
injury also helped me a lot 
if Imran was fully fit and 
from the other end (in Delhil we 

0 


True. 

bowled 


They used to say that I was spoiling 
my career. I should belti^r study 
and stop playing cricket, they would 
say. Now, of course, all of them 
aic in favour of the game.” 

Sikander took his cricket seriously 
when his family shifted from Naza- 
mabad to newly-developed North 
Nazamabad. ’’There are a lot of 
grounds in North Nazamabad and 
immediately 1 started playing for a 
dub. Mr S. G. Hasneen, wtio happens 
to be the uncle of former Indian Test 
star Abid Ali and himself played 
cricket in Hyderabad (ln 4 Mal, gave 
me a lot of encouragement in those 
days. I used to keep wickets and 
be told me that I was a very good 
wicket-keeper. 

”One day in a club match my team 
did not have a fast bowler to bowl, 
so 1 opened the bowling. A, of 
course, used to bowl quickies witii 
th^ tennis balls before. Mr Hasneen 
bked my style and told me that 1 
must practice fast bowbng rathei 
than 'keeping as 1 bad greater scope 
in the former department. Then i 
started bowling at the nets and 
found I conld bowl pretty ^uick too, 


^it was definilely n wUe move. 
Whenevor I dreamt of cncket 1 used 
to think tbat 1 was a fast bowler, 
getting lots and lots of widkets and 
also scoring rans. but I never used 
to think that i was a wickc^keepe^ 
standing behind the stumps ano tak¬ 
ing Celebes.*' 

Dennis liltee was Sikeoder's idol 
He kei^ a beautiful action plmto- 
graph of the Anstrattan pacer on the 
waii facing bis bed Every morning 
before leaving his bed he used to 
have a look at the picture. He also 
started reading l^lee’s book and 
tried to copy him* *T met LiUee a lot 
of times wnen we visited Australia 
in 1977 and got tips from him. He 
told me : 'Do practice, do a lot of 
training, work hard and whenever 
you are at the nets, take it serioubi> 
Try to gain something from the nets. 
Don’t waste your time by just bowl¬ 
ing a few overs and then away/ He 
also gave me bis autographed photo¬ 
graph.*' 

On tbat tour, Sikander got the 
name ’Smiley’. '’Some of the Aus¬ 
tralian spectators started shouting 
‘Smiley’, ‘Smiley’ as I used to smile 
at them. And then onwards, every 
body started calling ‘Smiley’/’ he 
revealed. 

S IKANDER TOOK TO FAST 

bowling only In 1973 and the 
same season, he attended a selection 
trial for the Karachi under-l9 team. 
Sikander was also called to attend 
the nets for the Karachi senior team 
next year. There were about 90 
boys and Sikander, being amewcom- 
er, was given bowling for just a few 
overs. ' 

At the same ground (Karachi’s 
National Stadium) the Pakistan 
PWD, a dep|ftmeatal team, was also 
having their trials. So Sikandirr 
went there and started bowling at 
their nets. The PWD’s sports-in- 
char^e, Mr Shaflq and their captain. 
Rashid Israr, were highly pleased 
with his performance and asked him 
whether he would like to play for 
them. Sikander said okay, but 
l^hi^d in only two matches for 

Then while he was playing in a 
festival match at Sind — between 
the Chief Minister’s XI and the 
Prime Minister's XI — Hanif Mo¬ 
hammad. sports-in-charge of Pakistan 
International Airlines, asked him to 

f oin PIA and Sikander did so. He, 
lowever, left the airlines soon after, 
as they already bad Imran, Sarfraz. 
A$if Masood, Saleem Altaf and 
other quickies and Sikander did not 
get many chances to play. Sikander 
switched over to United Bank and 
from there went on to Test cricket 

”1 performed very well that season 
and took $0 wickets in just six 
matches, including seven against a 
star-studded PiA team. After that 
we bad au under-lO touraament and 
I toefc 18 wickets in two m a td a c a. 



im MHN Mir, ^ M LndM noder- 
19 tcaai vmtoo faldstm to play tiho 
Bhutto TrO|^ otatdi. 1 rmooeotod 
My oouutry oud took Bfor Wla tlw 
SMt tafliufa. Ami mtialy on tko 
bMs uf u^ j^ormoBco la tM« 
Motcli. I fool, I unit cootidorod for 
tbe PiddMOA Test 

QIKANDSB MAOB HIS DEBUT 
^ «t Xara^ la Oteembor, 197S, to 
the third Test agalast New ISoahMl 
He hesfed jutt one wkket M the 
firtt inningi and two More in the 
second. TaBdns of how ho got into 
the Test tide, Swander said : *1 was 
earlier aoeng the etevon for the Snt 
Test at Lahore. Both nyteff and 
Farokh Zaasan were about to play in 
our first Test u^n the selectors 
changed Uie sMe only 15 mhnites 
before the start of play and included 
Raja and lotikhah Alam in place of 
ns. The captain caoM to me before 
going for the tott and said : 1 am 
veiy sorry that ytm have been drop¬ 
ped. 1 am sure you svill get yonr 
chance in the other aaatcbet*. 

'‘Naturally, 1 was very upset Hanit 
Mohammad came to me and said 
'Listen Sikander, you don’t have to 
feel dpresaed. Don't feel that you 
are gone or something like that. 
Just think that you are good enough 
to be in the team and that’s why you 
were in the team. Now you are 
dropped, but keep on wm-king, I am 
sure you will be in the team again’. 
That definitely was a good tip fm* 
me because I have never thouifiit 
otherwise since;" 

Sikander was among the 15 for 
the second Test at Hyderabad, but 
bad to wait for one more Test to 
make his debut. He was also select¬ 
ed to tour West Indies but played 
only in the last Test at Jamaica 
taking five wickets in the match. 

“So far I have never been a regu¬ 
lar member of the Pakistan side. 1 
used to be dropped after playing 
four or five Tests. The reason pro¬ 
bably was that I never did much. I 
don’t think any injustice was done 
to me because I beueve everybody is 
selected on his pertorraanoe. This is 
tbe first time 1 am doing so well. Of 
course against New Zealand in ear^ 
79, 1 bagged tbe maximum widwts, 
more than Imran and Ssrfrat, and 
also in the but World Cup, 1 was 
tbe Uidtest wIdceMaker for Pakis- 

must admit that Padter's cricket 
has given a lot of benefit to critket- 
era. Teat fees have improved and 
we also got mmre scope to iday for 
Pakistaii. We are professional 
erfdeeters. If aomebed^ pays more 
why shouldn’t we jMn'tnemf When 
some of our top players left for 
WSC, there was a very good chance 
fo us youngsters to show our mettle 
and th^ of us who did well are 
iMw in the team. The moat impor¬ 
tant tUitg in We is to avaH or a 
dunee when you get tt” 


filkander wants to play to EqgHsh 
Omm^ criefcel for the egpttrleiKe ' 
affords,, tiiose ai« n 

phMg hi CtmMtr cridM aro weil- 

crfciMi thi oMMlfei of cegoinMos 



Ow of the recurring sights of this series—Stkander being eongratutated 
^ his team-mates after getting a wicket 


cricket against all the best bowlers 
and the best batsmen in the world. 
Bnt I wonld Uke to play for only two 
or three seasons, just to get ‘season¬ 
ed’ 


*7 don't want to play more because 
I feel too much cricket spoils one’s 
Career. Even An<^ Roberts admit¬ 
ted that his bowhng was temporarily 
affected as he played too much cri¬ 
cket in England. Play $w months 
continuous cncket in England and 
then come back and play for Pakis¬ 
tan — naturally you get tired. And 
if you want to play for a kmgei 
period, you should take rest in bet¬ 
ween. 

"1 always think ahead. 1 would 
tike to play for my country as tong 
as possible rather than for Counties 
or any sort of small cncket just for 
money. My family is very well off 
In Pakistan. My bank is looking 
after me very well and 1 am also 
getting good Test fees. So 1 am not 
vory worried about money. Of 
course.'everyone likes money, but 1 
want to concentrate more on Test 
cricket as, to me, that is most imper- 


'$ fitness can 


match that 


of a gymnast How did he acquire 
such a physique! “Majid and Imran 
Khan have helpod me a lot in this 
matter. They are firm believers in 
fitness and try to keep themsehws 
in absolute trun. They are tlw two 
wbodsthe most work-onts. They usk- 
edme to Join them and Idid. ItMak 
they are nbaolutete correct, as wlHi- 
oat IMI per cent fitnem you enn’t do 
•nythinff nt the top levoL I hove 
seen the dHmnaoe M my own oese. 
By 4dto$ e Mf of Jefiihtt end work- 
euis I iiB new enm w end do not 


get tired even after bowling for a 
long speU.” 

Denids Uilee is still Sikander's 
idol He finds it most difficult to 
bowl to a batsman who does not 
make his strokes (like Boycott <rf 
England). Bnt the two cricketers 
Sikander admires most are Majid 
Khan and Asif Iqbal “Both Majid 
and Asif sre weH-behaved and 
gentleman]^ and you enjoy watching 
them and neiag with them. We can 
learn from them all the time. 1 con¬ 
sider myself a student. I always 
want to learn something from a pei^ 
son — if be is a erideeter 1 like to 
know tbe finer elements of the game 
and if he Is a noA^ricketer, I want 
to Imitate his good points. And 1 
think if yon are vrith Majid and 
Asif, you can learn things from 
them — off the field and on it,” 

And Asif, ms skipper, feels 
Sikander, along with Wasim Rajs, 
are the two who turned out to be the 
real superstars in the starstudded 
Pakistan team. He said: “One might 
wonder bow Smiley took on pace 
bowling with such physique Real 
hard work has made him such a 
successful bowler. He is not very 
quick, but he slwara bowls in perfect 
line and length He can also move 
I tbe ball both ways What more can 
von expect from a seamer?” 

Whik everyone is praising Sikan- 
der highly for bis magnificent bowl¬ 
ing, the player himself is very mo¬ 
dest. He feels be is still not a good 
bowler. He has performed welt in 

r : three matches and still has to 
a lot. Whatever he says, one 
(Mnaot danar the fact there are miles 
of 881 ^ MW^ for 'Smiley*. 


I 
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NtkkU Bhattcchaiya captures the bouiHng action of SOeandOr Bakkt at Delhi. CTiauhan is< the batsman-, 
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For your record book 


Vengsarkar, 
Kapil, Raja, 
Bakhttopavgs. 

Averages and statistical highlights of 
the first four Indo-Pak Tests by SUDhUR 
VAIDYA. 

K apil dev»s allround performance of 

scoring 619 runs and capturing 74 wickets in 17 
Tests in a calendar year (1979) is a unique feat. While 
his 74 wickets in the year broke the record of 71 wickeds 
bagged by Graham McKenzie of Australia in 14 Tests in 
his 619 runs beat the record of 555 runs made by 
Ian Botham of England in 1978. 

SIKANDER BAKHT S 8 FOR 69 AT DELHI NOT 
only bettered the previous best bowling of 7 for 42, by 
Fa/al Mahmood at Lucknow in 1952*53, it is the best-over 
bowling figure of any visiting bowler in India. 

DILIP VENGSARKAR JOINED SUNIL GAVASKAR 
and Gundappa Vishwanatli to complete 1000 runs in the 
1979 calendar year. Three batsmen playing together 
for the same side, scoring 1000 runs in a calendar year 
IS a unique feat. Their aggregate of the year is as 
follows : Gavaskar 1555 runs in 18 Tests; Vishwanath 
1588 runs in 17 Tests and Vengsarkar 1174 runs in 18 
Tests. 

FOR THREE CONSECUTIVE TESTS SIKANDER 
Bakht bagged five or more wickets in an innings and his 
haul of 23 wickets in three Tests put in the shade Khan 
Mohammad’s record for Pakistan of taking 22 wickets 
against India in a series (in 4 Tests in 1954*55). 
Sikander’s present number of Test wickets is 57 from 17 
Tests. 

SYED KIRMANrS 91 DISMISSALS BEHIND THE 
.stumps, consisting of 68 catches and 23 stumpings in 39 
Tests, is a new record for India. He set aside Farokh 
Fngincer’s 82 victims by dismissing Mudassar Nazar at 
Delhi. 

WASIM BARI BECAME THE FIRST WICKET* 
keeper-batsman from Pakistan to complete the 'double'. 
At Bombay he crossed the 1000-run mark and now has 
151 dismissals, comprising 134 catches ^and 17 stumpingS* 

INDIA PLAYED HER lOOTH TEST ON HOME SOIL 
at Bangalore. Beginning her Test career at Bombay 
against England in 1933*34, India took 46 years to achieve 
this feat. 

ASIF IQBAL, WHO LED PAKISTAN FOR THE 
hrst time in Test cricket, had two former Pakistan skip^ 
pers in his side — Majid Khan (three Tests) and Wasim 
Bari (six Tests). 

INDIA FIELDED THE SAME ELEVEN THROUGH* 
out the first four Tests, thus improving the record of 
keeping the eleven unchanged for Ihice successive Tests 
in England in 1971. 

MUDASSAR NAZAR, LIKE HfS ILI,USTRIOOS 
father Nazar Mohammad, scored the llrst hundred of fhe 
series for Pakislait, Nazar Mohammad had made an 
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unbeaten 124 in the secMul Teat et Lucknuw m l$52-55 
and, Mndaaaar hit a century at Bangalore. 

MUDASSAR also became the first PAKIS 
tani cricketer to open both the batting and the bowhng 
tn the same Te$t — in the third Test at Bombay. 

DILIP VBNGSARKAR’S UNBEATEN 146 AT DELHI 
i$ the ^|o%sest^ver hundred for India. He took 437 
minuter to complete his oeiitttry» 28 minutes more than 

Unte tal^n by Madhav Apte in 1932^3 against West 
Indies at Kingston (Jamaica). 

WASIM RAJA BECAME THE FIRST PAKISTANI 
batsman to top hi$ side’s score m both the innings of a 
lest three times when he made 97 and 61 at Delhi Raja 
earlier had done the same against West Indies at 
Bridgetown and Port-of-Spain in 1976-77 

KARSAN GHAVRI SCORED THE HRST ZERO IN 
his 30lh Test at Delhi Only Clive Lloyd of West Indies, 
who was out without score in his 31st Test, has a better 
record than him. 

SUNIL GAVASKAR TOOK HIS SOTH TEST CATCH 
at Bombay. With 52 catches, he is now just one short 
of Solkar’s record of 53 catches for India Solkar, of 
couise, did it in mly 27 Tests 

IQBAL QASIM PEHrORMED THE BEST BOWLINl. 
of his career at Bombay by taking 6 for 40 in an innings 
and 10 for 175 fin the match This, incidentally, was 
ihc best bowling by a p4kistani at Bombay, bettering 
Mahmood Hussam’s 5 for 129 in 1960-61 

SUNIL GAVASKAR, BY SCORING U5 RUNS 
along with Chelan Chauhan at Kaopui, put on a 100 run 
partnersliip lor 32nd time foi India He was ai»>ouated 
ill a century stand 13 limes for the first wicket, 12 limes 
for the second wicket, four times for the thud wicket 
twice for the fourth wicket and once for the fifth 
wicket Out of these 32 i»tauds, Chauhan alone has 
parineied Gavaskar on ame occasions — eight times for 
the first wicket and once for the fourth wicket 

fAVEO Ml AND AD COMPLETED HIS 2000 RUNS 
HI Tests at Bombay Taved’s present aggiegale ot run^ 
u 2060 m 25 TesK 

INDIA131 RUN WIN AGAINSf PARISIAN AT 
Bombay came aftei 13 drawn Tests and two deteats 
duiing the course of 27 long years India's last victory 
was also achieved at Bombay m 1952-53. 

BY TAKING THREE CATCHES AND STUMPING 
one at Bombay. Wasim Bari surpassed Imtiaz Ahmed's 
recoid m IndoPak Tests of most dismissals in an innings 
in India (three catches at Calcutta in 1960-61) Ban, 
m Bombay, also dismissed seven (six catches, one stump¬ 
ing), thereby bettering Nareodra Tamhaoe's six victims 
(five catches and one stumping) hi a match m the 
Karachi Test in 19&4-55. 

SYED KlRMAKl AND KAPIL DEV, BV PUTTING 
up 95 runs for the seventh wicket at Bombay, bettered 
the record for the wicket of 86 runs between Dattu 
Phadkar and Dei^k Shodhan against Pakistan at 
Calcutta in 

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN INOIA’^ TEST CRICKET 
history, »U tbo wichets that fell to the bowlers in an 
innings were sluned by the seamers. Kapil sent bad( 
Sve batsmen, Ghavri csptnred two wickets and Binny 
had a hanl of two wickets and die lest man was nut out 
in Pakistan's first insfings at Delhi. 



MimlRirs 2000 



J AVfip miandad cfHdnrrED ms 2b«o runs in 
Test criekel ^ Rponkay and inlned the aelect hand 
of Fal^Minm eriSMetnih wpo hnwe semred 2000 or more 
runs in Tests, He ait^ved tMs feat W sonrmg 12 
during the donrse pf m bmings «4 ntn« in the 
trisetuid knock. Only Kanh Menanunnd, Muskian 
Mobimni^ Based A0 t<}bal, Majid Khan. 

S-tdin Ubmitninad, Eabeei' AMms and ImUatt Ahmed 
have senrsd mote rase In the Teat history of Pakistan 
than Javed Miandad. 

Horn on 2ene 12, IBS?, favnd made hfo Test debut 
a? Lshiare agotast New wnimA m 197&T7. sconng a 
faatatHc Ido- In the third T«4 of tke same series 
'it^Kairactii, be scored 208, thjos beeomlag the youngest 

hit d dmiMe cemnry tio pears 

With an awemga nf 98.1R ^ Javed MJandad is 
seomd only fo the IneooHi^Ms Sis Den Brndman in 
Test baiting awtrage, tjM# bgtsiiMn ndm have 

scored^ iniwinnni 1000 rnasr onmiry ton thto record. 
Out of the earias obwod by laved tnefqre the 
current serUMr, bb had averajgod nknn dhiA 
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Bjorn Borg of Sweden (lap nghl) made tennis huHory by winning four successive Wimbledon men’s s^les tStes 
the fourth of whwh cai^ Uwt year. Later. Borg was named -player of the year” by his fellow pUtyers h the ATP'. 
Muhammad All (top left), the only boxer to win the world heavyweight title thrice, announced his retirement last 
year (Is Ah wnling the letter to the world body renouncing his title!*) BeUno is a group photo of the Benaal foot 
ball team winners of the Santosh Trophy for a recordfhe times in-arow 
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Marriages or engagements m the sports world are always 
news and more so if a Chris Evert or a Bjorn Borg ts 
involved or tf the bndegrocmi is, an Anatoli/ Karpot or a 
Jimmy Connors last April Chris climated her romance 
with British tennis star John Llyod by marrying him. 
Another tennn, star Jimmy Connors, married former 
Playboy magazine Playmate Patti V/cCtijre— though not 
m 1979 The couple had been marned for 6cnne time but 
the news broke only la<^t year \ uas bom to them 
also UiHt year 2 hen the uorld chess ( hampiori Anatoly 
Karpoi tied the knot with MuscotUe Inna, And m Decern 
ber Bjorn Borg announced that he would marry fiancee 
Mahiana this sprmg m Bucharest Photos show (clock 
wise) Liert and Lloyd (top left), Borq and Mariana (top 
right), Jimmy and Patti (bottom rtght), Irma and Karpoi^ 
(bottom left) 
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1979 



tfe^ the swond Te^ against India at Lord's ~and so becomes the fastest ever to reach 

of M doublet of 100 vnekets and 1000 runs. He did U m 21 Tests and broke Vinoo Mankad’s record 

ne cream of interrMtional cricket talent paraded at Lord’s on the eve of the 1979 Prudential World Cun With thi- 
the cornpein^ ^e left to right, Sri Lanka. Pakistan. West J^/EnSul A^raliL l^^ 
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The visftt of the Pakistan crtchetere in Indm after a lapse of 27 yeat^ stgnalled a thaw «i IndchPak crtcket relations, 
fgMt the captain of the team, is being given a traditional Ra)asthani welcome at Jaipur 
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Sebastian Coe, the British middle- 
distance runner, set (rn August 15 a 
new world record ’n }5()0m. his third 
ivorld record in 41 dags, and became 
the only athlete ever to hold the re 
cord lor the mile, 600m and 1,500m 
at the same tune, 


Sunil Gavaskar, whose magnificent 221 for India in the fourth and 
final Test against England made the Oval contest one of the greatest 
Test matches of modem times, cooling off on an uncharacteristically 
warm Eng lush summer day duniig the mcitchr 

Anila Sood, the 14-year-old schoolgirl from Maharashtra, sank six records 
/ National Aquatics in Noverriber. Later, she won seven golds 

J jT and two silvers in the triangular aquatics contest (Indo-Bangla-Sri Lanka) 

‘ at Colombo 








tne oiggest news of 1979 in the world 
of cricket was the end of the two- 
year-old and costly rivalry between 
Establishment cricket and Kerry 
Packer^s WSC. A statement issued 
by Mr B. J- (‘Bob*) Parish (above), 
Chairman of the Australian Cricket 
Board, on May 50 signalled the coin 
promise. 
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'Sportspeople 


It's Vi las again 

P OETRY AND TENNIS MAY APP- 
edr to be strange bedfellows to 
many. Rut not, by any means to Guill^ 
et mo Vilas of Argentina, winner of the 
Australian Open tennis title for tb-e 
s^-'cond yeai in succession. The 26- 
year-old Tool of Pampas’ was ranked 
No 1 in Argentina last year and No 3 
in the world. What, however, interests 
tennis butts more is that the left¬ 
hander trorri Mar del Plata has pro¬ 
bably got back his desire and deter- 
ininalion. 1977 was certainly Vilas’s 
most magnificent yeiir -he won 50 
straight matches iiid captured the 
French and US Opens that year. The 


next year found him distracted by a 
number of non-tennis activities and 
his results showed it. Last year he 
went to Australia with the aim of 
winning one major tournament for 
the year. He did just that by beating 
Sydney’s John Marks 6-4, 6-4, 3-6 
and 6-3. However, as John Newcombe 
wrote, the tournament belonged to 
Marks. But this year Vilas downed 
American John Sadri, three years his 
junior, more re assuringly. In the 
iinal at Kooyong Stadium on January 
2 Vilas won 7-6, 6-3, 6-2. Sadri gave 
Vilas a lough light in the first set, 
losing on the tiebreaker but even¬ 
tually Vilas won through his speed 
on the court and a variety of winning 



Puspefii 

tribute 



S TRANGE ARE THE WAYS OP 
the world. Even as man is en¬ 
gaged in achieving today what was 
impossible yesterday, he keeps stum¬ 
bling and falling over minor medical 
matters. A routine appendicitis ope¬ 
ration proved fatal when complica¬ 
tions developed. And it robbed mil¬ 
lions of ears of the mellifluous voice 
that recorded for the radio or TV 
listener the fate of cricket, football 
and other matches of national and 
international import. 

The name Puspen Sarkar has 
been synonymous with commentary 
from the earliest days of radio and 
TV coverage of sports in Bengali. Ho 
helped bring sports even to tnc kit¬ 
chens of Bengali homes, a fact 
which,, coupled with his exquisite 
choice of word.s, enoouragi^l women 
in West Bengal to take a keener in¬ 
terest in sporting activity in the 
State, 

The former Telephones staffer, who 
joined Ananda Bazar Palrika and 
rose to fame with a serial on the 
world's leading sports figures, was 
the author of several books that 
helped educate and entertain young¬ 
sters interested ih games. The books 
were lapped up by both young and 
old. because his prose style, h!s ex¬ 
perience and, above all. bis genuine 
involvement with and love for sports, 
surfaced in every line. 

His life was dedicated to sports. 
His pen-nam^, was “Sree Khelowar** 
(The Player). Even the house that this 
expatriate from Jessore in Bangla¬ 
desh built in Barasat. a Calcutta su¬ 
burb, was named “Khelaghar” (The 
playhouse). Sports-lovers will miss 
this amiable, affable stalwart. 


32 Vilas in action In the final 








Titus Vilas jolti^ Ibe select baud 
of Anderson, Crawford, Sedgman, 
Coop?r. Emerson and Rosewall all of 
whom won the trophy for at least 
two consecutive years—Emerson win 
ning it a record ^ve times in a row 
(1963-1967). 

Prem for spinners 

T he man who made the im- 

pos.^iblc possible by presenting to 
the Indian cricket quickies Kapil and 
the aspirant Yograj Singh, is now 
working on spinners. In an inter¬ 
view to SportsworUL in Chandigarh, 
the NSNiS senior cricket coach 
Deshpiem Azad, said he had always 
insiSLcd that quickies would come and 
come tram the North where people 
are sturdy. He has done it in about 
hve years in the case of Kapil and 
Yograj. They are now syml^ls for 
the future fast bowlers which the 
c:handigarh centre would continue to 
produce. ‘'But it seems replacement 
IS difficult for Bedi, Chandrashekhar, 
Prasanna and Venkat, The supply of 
^.pinners seems to have suddenly dried 
up. This is, however, not to suggest 
that Dilip Doshi, Shivlal Yadav, 
KajindOr Hans, Dhiraj Parsana, 
Ndisiinha Rao and others were not 
of class They are good in their res¬ 
pective spheres, but to say that they 
arr replacements to the spin quartet 
would be a folly. With this in mind 
1 have earnestly slarU*d working on 
16 boys from Chandigarh. They are 
all Udow fifteen. It will take about 


five years to bring them to interna* 
tionai standard. At this moment 1 
wouldn’t like to irame them.” 


It is worth recalling that it was in 
1973 that Azad first responded to the 
plea for quick bowlers of the calibre 
of NLssar and Amar Singh. He sub¬ 
mitted a comprehensive plan to the 
Government asking for facilities like 
proper wickets. The response from 
the Chandigarh administration was 
encouraging and the result is before* 
everyone to see. 

Gopai in the queue 

IITHEN THE PAKISTAN UNDER- 
W 19 boys visited India they feared 
and admired Uttar Pradesh’s Copal 
Sharma most. When the senior 
Pakistanis visited Jaipur to play 
against the Central Zone, the baby of 
the Pak team Talat Mirza told skipper 
Asif Iqbal about the potential of this 
butter-skinned off-spinner from Kan¬ 
pur. Mirza was among those Under-19 
boys who had toured India and faced 
Sharma. Gopai was a success both 
as a bowler and as a batsman. He 
took 30 wickets in the five-Test series. 
After the Jaipur match Asif showered 
praises on young Gopai which must 
have flattered him. 

Asif suggested that Raj Singh, the 
former National selector pre¬ 

sident of Rajasthan State Sports 
Council who was handy, shouki en¬ 
courage the young Kanpur lad by offer¬ 


ing more opportunities for good com¬ 
petitive cricket, Raj Singh promptly 
asked Gopai that he should keep him*, 
self ready for spending the next 
summer playing for Minor Counties 
in England. He has promised to- 
hx him with some English club. 

Gopai graduated to senior grade 
cricket only last season when he 
made his debut for Uttar Pradesh 
against Rajasthan. He had earlier 
showed great promise when he 
captured a total of 25 wickets against 
the England Schoolboys in 1977-78. 
This was the best performance with 
the ball from both the teams. Gopai 
quickly adjusted himself to the senior 
grade of cricket, taking 16 wickets jn 
Rrnji Trophy last season. He also 
played against Kallicharran’s Carib- 
beans and Hughes’ Kangaroos. 

Gopai lost his father very early. 
Hailing from a poor family Gopai 
continued his cricketing interest and 
his talents were quickly spotted by 
former Bihar and Uttar Pradesh all- 
rounder Anand Shukla. ,$hukla, now 
a Deputy Director in the U.P. Sports 
Department, took Gopai under his 
wing at the cricket coaching centre 
at Green Park, Kanpur. The Govern¬ 
ment sponsored coaching scheme pro¬ 
vided Gopai with an opportunity to 
learn the art of spin and to live and 
pursue his studies with a Govern¬ 
ment scholarship. Shukla taught 
Gopai about flight and spin and the 
art of varying flight. 
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Hey mum! 

We’re still waiting 
the Bubblegum. 
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News : International 


I 


Cowardly 
end to 
Lillee 
affair 

MICHAEL MELFORD, 
Melbourne 

IANNIS LILLEE WAS LET OFF 
Lr by the Australian Cricket Board 
on December 28 with no more than a 
severe reprimand for what was called 
his ^'general behaviour*’ during the 
first lyest vs England at Perth. 


It will be recalled that be wgs ask¬ 
ed by the umpires and his captain to 
change the aluminimn bat wnlch he. 
is trying to market and which was*! 
judg^ to be damaging to the ball 

He refused to do so^ left the field, 
and returned with the same bat which 
he eventually fiung 25<30 yards to¬ 
wards the pavilion in an unattractive 
show of petulance, having held up 
play for nine minutes. 

The Australian Board's current re¬ 
putation tor feebleness is not go¬ 
ing to be changed by this decision, 
though dearly it will be applaude<l 
by tnat part of the Australian public 
which now thinks that anything goes. 

If Lillee hit both umpires and the 
opposing captain with an aluminium 
bat witti spikes in it, any protest 
would be blamed on the English Press 




iBedser; Their matter 


irrespective of the fact that the 
Australian cricket Press has been no 
less cmpnatic aud unanimous in con 
demring this sort of exhibitionist 
conduct. 


The umpires had to be asked for 
a spedal report on the incident (their 
regular report did not mention it) 
and the report “did not indicate any 
dispute of an umpire's decision." The 
umpires apparently did not direct 
Lillee to change his bat but "re¬ 
quested" him to do so. 


Bob Parish, chairman of the Board, 
said that he had not seen the incident 
on television and the Board relied 
purely on reports from the umpires 
and the Australian team manager. 
"The umpire did not see Lillee throw 
his bat," Mr Parish said. 

Although this was greeted with 
stunned disbelief by cricket writers 
who had watched the confrontation 
between Lillee and the umpires, the 
England authorities were reluctant to 
be drawn into the row. "IL was an 
internal matter, and we have no wish 
to interfere in Australia's conduct of 
their cricket," said England manager 
Alec Bedser. But other people in 
the game in England were only too 
ready to condemn the so-called white- 
wasnmg of Lillee, **The mind boggk 
said Ron BurnetL the former York¬ 
shire captain. "To my mind, events 
of this kind are an example of what 
the intrusion of Packer has brought 
to cricket. The utterly weak attitude 
of the Australian Board must surely 
be a very bad thing for the game." 

Brian Taylor, the former Essex 
captain and England selector, accused 
the Australian Board of shirking 
their duties. "1 couldn't believe it 
when 1 heard Lillee had been let oft 
with only a reprimand," he said. "It’s 
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greater 
thaii game 7 

TONY LEWIS 


H ow IS IT POSSIBLE FOB 
justice to be miscarried so 
far? Did Dennis Ullae not hold 
up a Test match for nine minutes 
by refusing to exchange his alu¬ 
minium bat for a wooden one? 
Was that not Lillee 1 saw bustling 
off to the Perth pavilion and 
returning defiantly with the self* 
same aluminium blade? Who was 
It who threw the bat many a yard 
as the Australian captain Greg 
Chappell walked silently but au- 
thotitalively, to the square with a 
suitable replacement? 

U that was not Lillee then it 
was the most amadng illusion 
performed since woman was first 
sawn m Half lie should be ad- 
mitted instantly to the Magic 
Circle, or else, if witnesses arc to 
be believed, including thousands 
at the ground and millions watch¬ 
ing television, Dennis Lillee 
should be suspended from the 
game of cricket as run by the 
Australian Board of Control 

However, the Board daim to 
have seen nothing. 

In that infamous nine minutes, 
laughter stirred up by the clang 
of bat hitting ball changed to 
hatred even among Lillee's home 
crowd. Here was an individual 
lUting himself above the game. 
~e was bigger than aicket itself; 
the umpire^s judgement was being 
trampled on; this was Lillee’s law 
in action and the world of cricket 
was stuck with it. 

m trying .to Work out how the 
Austrahan Board reached tMr 

bin 




decision 

Severely 


to reprimand him 
not to ban him 



altogether, one has to conclude 
hat Lillee was not defiant but 
was only involved in discussions 
with the umpires, that he was 
justified hi arguing on the legality 
of his aluminium hat and that his 
only offence was of choosing the 
wrong time and place to express 
bis opinion. 

There is nothing id cricket’s 
laws forbidding an aluminium 
blade. Indt^ed, Lillee* had used it 
in the previous West Indies Test 
Mctch at Brisbane-^but without 
making contact with the ball 

tn this case Mike Brearley couM 
be accused of complaining too 
soon after one outside edge and a 
clonk for three through ndd-off. 
the metal had been rigorously 
tested in the factory, t was told it 
was softer than willow gnd it was 
rather like hitting 0 soggy Christ¬ 
mas pudding with a loosely-strung 
tennis racket 

Therefore the umpires may 
have been unfair and precipitate 
in calhng on Law 46--Fair And 
Unfair Play—^to dismiss from the 
game, m the full view of millions, 


a bat which had been spedfically 
designed to be an asset to the 
game as a whole and, of course. Ip 
which Dennis Ullee bad a serkms 
business lutercst 

A top-class bat now costs £50 
Or thereabouts. Lillee’s much chea¬ 
per bat might well have become 
the salvation of many young boys, 
but now, having been sent off the 
Test Match fi^. it can only be 
advertised — ''aluminium bat as 
used by.... nomne,’* 

We hear that the umpires made 
no specific report on Lillee’s be¬ 
haviour. That too can ho justified. 
Law 46 reads: 'Tn the event of a 
player critidsing the decisions of 
the umpire, the umpires should in 
the first place request the captains 
to take action and, if this proves 
ineffective, report the inddent 
forthwith to the executives of the 
teams.** 

Greg Chappell solved the prob¬ 
lem before the ultimate action of 
reporting was necessary. 

So we had reached a sltuatloii 
in which the manufacturer of a 
product had found himself reject-' 
ed from the market for no reason 
tenable in the laws of playiilg 
conditions of cricket save the 
issue of "fair and unfair play** 
which was deckled upon after ojuy 
two bails. 

Is it time to wheel in the law¬ 
yers again? The Board may sus¬ 
pend Ullee, but can they outlaw 
Us bat? 

Professional cricket is now big 
business, but that does not neces¬ 
sarily mean a lowering in the 
standards of behaviour. There are 
many who conduct their businm 
affairs on the highest moral plain. 

Sadly, Lillee, an outstanding 
cricketer, is getting it all wrong 
as an entertainer and as a busines¬ 
sman and the AusirA’ian Board 
look to be straining to help him 
commit a verv public suicide. In 
short, the Boara is getting the 
behaviour if deserves. 


an absolute disgrace—a complete 
whitewash. It seems obvious that the 
game in Austraba is being run by 
the players or Kerry Packer. It 
certainly isn't the Board. Lillee should 
have been suspended for bringing the 
game into disrepute.*' 

As far as the Board is concerned, 
It had been consulted about the 
aluminium bat in September last by 
the manufacturer and had "neither 
approved nor disapproved" it. 

In June, the Board had been a 
party at the ICX: to agreeing on the 
new laws of cricket, subject to their 


being pa5»Aed by the MCC special 
goneral meeting in November, which 
are expected to come into force next 
May, require the bat to be made of 
wood 

Lillee's eruptions in one month 
now include the deliberate bowling 
of no-balls In Brisbane in an apparent 
attempt to ridicule the umpire, the 
Perth affair, and his Insulting behavi¬ 
our to Brearley in Sydney on Decem¬ 
ber 26. 

Judging by their actions in the 
field of discipline in the past, 1 do 
not doubt thcl the TCCB would have 
reacted strongly if any of these 


offences bad been committed by an 
English cricketer. Here in Australia 
at the moment vou b^ein to ft el that 
a player is unlucky if he gets less 
than an QBE for them. 

A ((Mu'^^pondent in Melbourne 
«(1<K fh An fwlhin ( M(krt B'liid 
Will iari\ out exhaustive tests at 
Melbnnii’ CjUkct Ground this month 
to hn 1 out tVf' iffect of nluminium 
bats on cricket ball At present about 
1,000 nlummnjm bats have been dis¬ 
tributed to sports stores in Australia, 
and as vet the bats have not been 
dcclated ilk gal by the ACB This 
move lollows the ACB's "severe re¬ 
primand" of Lillee. 
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Sportsworld Special 


Football 
IMationals 
as I saw it 

G. M. H. BASHA. 
National Coach 

T he author, who missed 

only fh)e days* play in the month¬ 
long Santosh Trophy tournament, 
carefully watched all the teams figur^ 
mg in the championship and Qie 
merits, or otherwise, of all the play¬ 
ers. All through the evenmgs, his 
was a familiar figure, taking down 
copious notes on matches, from the 
sidelines, 'The results of this exercise, 
in abridged form here, provide point- 
rrs to the composkion of the Indian 
team for the pre Olympic tournament 
to be held in Singapore in late 
February this year, 

T he final of the santosh 

Trophy ^chamnfonship saw from 
Btingal the best attacking football 
seen in the championship for the 
last many years. Bengal pulverised 
Punjab in the first half of the game. 
For all the goal tries they had, 15 in 
the first and 11 in the second half, 
to win by a gift goal was the biggest 
irony of this game. The firstdialf 
play of Bengal did that premier state 
of football proud and established 
01100 again that winning is the only 
word that Bengal know in this chani' 
pionship, whatever their own form 
and whatever the opposition — in 
fact, the stronger it is the better 
they would play. 

Sukhvinder, the brain-trust of the 
Punjab defence, their guide and 
their saviour must have been tlte 
saddest person that day. The goal 
that he scored for his arch oppo¬ 
nents. Bengal, knocked out his team’s 
fighting spirit. Punjab never recover' 
ed from the shock though, as the 
game went on, they seemed to have 
shrugged off the ill effect and slowly 
came back into the game. 

But in key matches, a one-goal lead 
is enough. Finally, when in the dying 
stages, Harminder on the left flank, 
substituting for Mohinder, sent the 
ball over the goabline, Punjab slid 
behind the scene to wait for another 
championship. 

On the eve of the last day of the 
quarter-final league matches, 1 heard 
a stray remark in a by-lane leading 
to the Nehru, Stadium : **Watch to¬ 
morrow’s matdi and you would have 


watched the final of the champion¬ 
ship'’. The person was referring to 
the Bengdl'Kerala match. 


Kerala had to win that match if it 
was to make it to the semi-finals. 
For. Kerala had earlier slumped 
against Karnataka by 1-2. Their de¬ 
feat left them with no alternative 
but to fight a last-ditch battle 
against Bengal. And their hopes were 
high, as Bengal had put up an insi¬ 
pid display in beating Karnataka 1-0 
and drawing against Andhra Pradesh 


The next day, neither teams play¬ 
ed at full strength. While Bengal 
missed Gautam Sarkar, Kerala's able 
striker C. D. Francis was side-lined 
due to injury. Basheer was shifted 
from midfield to attack. 

The opening of the game was 
marred by the exit of Basheer Ahm¬ 
ed, Kerala's dependable stopper, Who 
is more in the mould of Monoranjan 
Bhattacharjee in physique and pow¬ 
er, in a clash with Amalraj, BengaPs 
right half-back. But Kerala spread 
the game more than Bengal and 
played more number of passes at a 
time without arresting the flow of 
the ball. Bengal's construction hard¬ 
ly exceeded two to three passes. But 
the result was the ousting of Kerala, 
on the basis of points earned in the 
quarter-final league. 

Hj^HE IMPACT OF KERALA'S 
-■* exit was so great on the specta¬ 
tors, that there was little cheer for 
the second match of the day between 
Punjab and Services. Punjab needed 
a win while a draw could do for Ser¬ 
vices. The crowd warmed up only in 
the second half of the game when 
the battle between these giants rose 
to great heights nearing the close of 

play. 

The glorious uncertainty of the 
game, that is football, was seen in the 
last six minutes of this game, when 
with everything pointing to a hard 
fought-out draw, Services almost 
scored twice. Hector and C. B. Thapa 
missed chances with only the goal¬ 
keeper to beat. Then Punjab, though 
demoralised by the invincibility of 
Sarkar in the Services goal for 87 
minutes, scored an unexpected goal, 
by stopper Ravinder Singh who had 
gone up in attack, just enough to 
take them to the semi-final. 

For once Sarkar did ilot move. He 
had been here, there ana everywhere 
ail the while diving, punching, and 
grabbing the ball from the feet of 
Punjab attackers. In fact, this match 
was between Punjab and Sarkar. The 
36th National could aptly be called 
Sarkar’s National. He made an aver* 
age Services side look formidable 
and with saves, match after match, 
gave them renewed life. 


This victory served to apotUght 
tbe fact that a brand of new football¬ 
ers are being thrown up by Punjab, 
raising hopes of finding good materi¬ 
al for the National team^ besides lift- 
ing the standard of football in the 
country- 

If you carefully analyse the make 
up of their present day footballers, 
you will be amazed at ttie ball touch 
they have developed. Their holding 
of the ball under pressure, their dri¬ 
bbling, their aptitude to play cons¬ 
tructive football, all call for high 
appreciation. They have, at the 
same time, retained their robust¬ 
ness. 

Ravi Bhusan, the midfield player, 
will impress anybody with his eas^ 
style, his freeness with the ball, his 
distribution and accuracy in passing 
(short or long) and his reading of 
the game. The power he releases In 
his snap shooting belies his frail fra¬ 
me. Apd the quickest thine on legs 
is Balwindcr. the Punjab striker with 
razor-sharp reflexes, lightning touch¬ 
es tQ the bail, controlled dribble at 
speed, and powerful shooting. With 
Mohinder's left footed skill, Harmin- 
der equally slulful on the right and 
Narinder Gurung effortlessly moving 
in and out of the defenders, making 
the ball do his bidding, Pujnjab baa 
the best attacking line in the cham¬ 
pionship. 

•We have come to win*. So said 
Goa coach Joseph Rathnam. His 
words were beginning to ring true 
when Goa surprised Punjab with a 
2-1 victory in their opening match of 
the quarter-final cluster, playing 
exhilirating football. With a set of 
players skilful, speedy and courage¬ 
ous, the Goa team went the whole 
hog in whatever it did. attack or de¬ 
fend, No other attacking line seen in 
the championship helped its defend¬ 
ers more than the Goans did. Prakash 
Naik looked a lively Trojan, work¬ 
ing non-stop in attack and defence. 
Diminutive wing backs Rozario and 
Daniel were difficult to beat in one- 
to-one situations. They often moved 
up to spread the base of attack and 
send crosses into the Punjab box. 
Stopper Nicholas Pereira, playing 
w'ith a vengeance at being dropped 
fiom the national team for he U.A.E. 
and the Bahrain tour, was bent on 
giving nothing away. 

But in their second match, Goa 
came up against q set of Tough-tack- 
le-and-clear-anyhow' type of defen* 
ders, the type that Services specialis¬ 
es in. Behind them stood Sarkar in 
goal in unbeatable form, gathering 
everything shot at him. They played 
a goalless draw, Brahmananda mak¬ 
ing a classic save pushing over the 
bar a goal-bound Hector headei. 

Tamil Nadu, who had earlier lost 
to Services and Punjab, collected a 
face-saving point holding Goa goall¬ 
ess in their last match of the cluster. 
With four points earned through one 
win and two draws. Goa entered the 
semi-final of the championship. 
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Officials or 
smugglers ? 

WAS WHEN MANAGERS OF 

- touring football teams would lord 
tbroughi their travel in first class 
ixmifort, while the boys — the play¬ 
ers who made tournaments possible 
and gave the managers the oppoi* 
tunity of getting an all-expenses- 
paid holiday — had to shove their 
way into crowded, unreserved thii^ 
class train compartments. Thoae 
were the days when officials ruled 
the roast and players were more like 
serfs at their beck and call. 

Even though times have chang¬ 
ed attitudes have not. Except at the 
top level, where senior players to¬ 
day more often than not do the 
bossing, team managers still main¬ 
tain exalted positions. Members cf 
junior teams even today have to go 
around doing chores best reserved 
for servants. 


K arnataka, where, once 

upon a time, players flowed in a 
stream, is now suffering from a 
drought which does not seem to lift. 
Good, up-coming pla’^ers are few 
and far between, these days. The 
sources seem to have dried up. With 
strength depicting steadily, Karnata¬ 
ka teams fielded in successive Nati¬ 
onal championships have hardly 
looked like taking the Santosh Tro 
phy home despite the high optimism 
of the State officials and conscienti¬ 
ous efforts of the coaches to turn 
these teams into aip-winning sides. 

They opened their quarter-final 
cluster league by losing to Bengal 
0-1. They conceded the goal just be¬ 
fore half-time when Prasun Baner- 
jee’s measured, chipped free-kick 
went to Shabbir Ali whose back- 
headed pass was driven by Maoash 
Bhattacharya. Bengal held on to this 
lead till the end. 

Karnataka’s stock rose high again¬ 
st Kerala, a fast rising State in foot 
ball, when they defeated them 2-1. 
Picking up from where they had left 
off against Bengal, Karnataka, play¬ 
ing possession football through short 
and ground passes, kept the Kerala 
defence engaged for long stretches 
and broke through on two occasions 
to score. Acoepting a defence splitt¬ 
ing pass from Rajsekhar, Jairaj, 
making his debut for the State, made 
no mistake in shooting in from close 
range. Three minutes later Prakash’s 
long drive found Rajsekhar running 
free to shoot home the second goal. 
The two-goal-tead gave enough con¬ 
fidence to the Karnataka team to 
win, although Kerala showed signs 
of revival when Basheer scored )n 
the opening minute of the second 
half, making the most of an unfor¬ 
tunate Thyagaraj clearance which 
hit a Karnataka player and deflected 
to him. 


But the climax haa come with the 
first-ever trip by an underlfi aquad 
— for the Lions Cup tournament in 
Singapore. The selection itself saw, 
many of the boys get last-minute 
heart-breaks. The exclusion of Pala- 
sh Bauerjee, one of the most promi¬ 
sing strikers in the age-group, was 
surprising in itself. But what was 
worse was the exclusion of goalkeep¬ 
er Kailash Gurung. also of West 
Bengal. In both cases, strangely. 
Karnataka ‘boys were included in 
the squad. After all, the camp was 
held in Bangalore. 

One would have been ready to 
dismiss this as just another instance 
of official pie-eating, but for the 
fact that it may have constituted the 
first step in a more dubious plan. 

Most of the boys were surprised 
when they were given watches by 
the manager of the Indian team 
after the matches were over in Sin¬ 
gapore. Nothing was said, so the 
boys felt they were being given 
presents. Their delight carried over 
to the Indian Customs men, who 


Karnataka’s last match was again¬ 
st Andhra Pradesh who, earlier, had 
lost to Kerala 0-1 and drawn with 
Bengal 1-1. So, confidence was high 
on both sides. 

After surviving an onslaught in 
the first half, Andhra Pradesh came 
into their own in the second and 
slowly lowered the sword on Karna¬ 
taka. Sekharan, once, gave enough 
room to MuzafTar in front of the 
goal to squeeze in a quick shot, 
which, forlunlely for Karnataka, sped 
past the post inches wide. The final 
kill came when the same player link¬ 
ed up with his brother Khaizer in a 
quick 1-2 movement and let fly a 
rising right-footer which landed in 
the Karnataka goal. Karnataka would 
have wound up their account in the 
Nationals had Thyagaraj, 10 minutes 
later, not scored from the deflection 
when Kumar’s shot hit a defender. 

Karanataka collected three points, 
scored three goals and conceded an 
equal number. When Kerala drew 
with Bengal 0-0 they also had three 
points and a goal talb of two for and 
two againsL But Karnataka, being the, 
team which scored the higher numb¬ 
er of goals, qualified for the semi¬ 
final. 

The Tamil Nadu team deeply dis¬ 
appointed its home crowd by gaining 
just one point in the quarter-final 
league, through a drawn game 
against Goa. It lost to both Services 
and Punjab. Considering the quali¬ 
ties of its players, the selectors ap¬ 
pear to have laid faith in power 
play and, therefore, selected strong 
and stocky players. The team was 
composed of youngsters who bad 
little top-level competiion. In mo¬ 
ments of crisis, the team lacked the 
wisdom of the experienced players. 

All the players in the team could 
kick hard, run hard and tackle hard; 


also thouj^ht that these were totens 
of affection and so just ignored 
them, 

tinagine the surprise and dis- - 
appointment when, immediately on 
arriving in Bangalore, the watches 
were snatched by the manager and 
others. Perhaps the only one who 
didn’t feel had about It was the 
captain of the side, because he was 
a direct relative of the manager and 
also because he didn’t have to ex¬ 
ert too much in Singapore — being 
content to stay captain off the field 
bill hardly ever on it. 

'Hie most intriguing part pf this 
story is that there are a host of 
AIFF offirials in Bangalore, some of 
whom are very intimately connected 
with Indian watches. But these were 
foreign oner... 


So, the question arises : Were the 
sub-junior boys used as smugglers* 
agents ? 

ARIJIT SEN 


factors which all footballers should 
possess. But then, these factors alone 
don’t make the game. It needs to be 
built up. The builders in the team 
are the ball players. They are the 
ones who make goals for others to 
score. A team, therefore, is a mix- 
tui'e of goal makers and goal shoot¬ 
ers, Otherwise, a team haying only 
shooters will hardly make a construe^ 
live move in the game. Conversly, if 
a team had only goal makers there 
will harly be a shot at goal because 
the goal makers will be all the time 
busy in working out their moves. 

E ven as they came into 

the semi-finals, Goa remembered 
that fateful day on which the final of 
the National championship was played 
at Srinagar last year. They still would 
not admit that they were beaten by 
Bengal on merit. On the other hand, 
the battle-scarred veterans of 27 
championships werfe quietly confident 
that the *team, despite its inconsist¬ 
ent form and chinks visible in its 
armour, would do just what was 
needed to silenoe their bitter oppon¬ 
ents. But the ways of the game, 
called fooball, are peculiar. ^ 

Bengal, the superior side, won the 
first leg semi-final match through a 
goal gifted by Goa, when, in fact, 
this match was their best till then. 
The team looked settled right from 
the kick-off. With Amalraj the right- 
half gaining confidence and Pius 
striking form, the team menacingly 
varied the attack — keeping the 
Goa defenders guessing from where 
the final thrust would come. 

It came early. Bidesh Bose floated 
in a corner kick, for which both 
Nicholas and Shabbir jumped, none 
getting hi^ head to the baU. It ran 
loose to Daniel, the Goa left back. 
He tried to trap it. but the ball tqok 
the toe of his boot and moved out 




Andhiii Pradf*sh custodian Musha comes out of his chargr to challenge 
Shabbir AH of Bengal^ watched by Chandrasekhar. 7'hc game ended l-l, 
wilh Andhra players putting up stiff resisience. 


of T0ach. Brahmananda, calling for a 
pass, had left his charge. Pius saw 
the chance and banged it home, far 
to the right corner. 

Thereafter, Bengal started playing 
better and better. A picture of how 
well Bengal had possession of the 
ball can be gauged from this move: 
Subroto Bhattacharjoe to Chinmoy 
to Manash to Pius to Amalraj to 
Shabbir to Prasun to Shabbir to Pius 
to Shabbir to Bidesh, whose cross is 
hit by Pius beside the post. Only an 
opponent facing such a move knows 
how difficult it is to regain the ball 
from the attacking side. 

Goa played in fits and starts. 
Their one, two or three-pass moves 
ended up at the ever rising heads of 
Subroto and Moaoranjan in front of 
the Bengal goal. 

Goa entered the second leg semi¬ 
final determined to turn the table 
on Bengal. Like Bengal in the first 
leg, Goa looked the setiled side 
siraigiit from the kick on. Soon they 
were one goal ahead. Here is how 
they got it. In the second minute a 
Shyanial Banerjee pass to Pius was 
inlerccpled by Oscar, deputising tor 
the injured Nicholas. I’he right- 
stopper played it to Jose in the mid- 
field. Jose squared it to Valentine, 
who played it forward to Dionisio. 
Herbert yi line, received the ball and 
sent Rozario, the right back, racing 
up in the attack. Uuzjiio, tried to 
get past Subroto, failed, but earned 
a corner. lleibert,“the corner expert 
for Goa floated a wide one to 
Ormando, standing unmarked near 
the penalty spot. The opportunist 
that he is, Oi mando shot low and 
powerfully iuto the net through a 
host of legs. With this goal, Goa 
came back. The Bengal deep defend¬ 
ers had a harrowing time for long 
spells and perhaps never worked 
harder than they did that day. 

One incident from the match 
stands out: Jose stamps Monoranjan. 
The referee awards a free-kick 
against Goa. Monoranjan acting late, 
retaliates. The referee searches his 
pocket for yellow card. The Bengal 
player pleaas for mercy, holding his 
hand. Anyway, the referee never 
wanted to find his card. He talks to 
Monoranjan and awards a free-kick 
for Goa! 

It was difficult to predict which 
way the game would go. The open¬ 
ing minute goal gave Goa a lot of 
impetus to keep attacking in the first 
half. They should have had another 
goal for all the attacking they did. 
But the tide turned in the dying 
minute of the game when Amalraj, 
after a passing out with David, ran 
free to shoot wide from close range. 

When the match came to the tie^ 
breaker stage Bengal must have been 
disappointed and diffident, convinced 
that they had lost the match when 
they missed the last minute goal. But 
Chiomoy, Subroto, Manash and 
Xavier one after the other, took the 


penally kicks with professional pre¬ 
cision and Bhaskar, diving well, 
palmed two balls out from Babu anr' 
Valentine. 

Thus Bengal took their appointed 
place of the 36th National football 
championship for the 28th time. 


B efore Punjab and karna- 

taka took the field for'the first 
leg semi-final match, the morale of 
the former was higher than the lat¬ 
ter. Luck was also running their 
way. They had entered the semi-final 
league on the luck of the toss, the 
unlucky losers being Railways, out of 
the championship. 

Gurung, the mainspring in the 
Punjab attack, tried creating openings 
in the Karnataka defence. But 
Gurung’s efficiency sufiered the mu- 
ment he was made to play inside 
rather than on the wings. A master 
of the ball with his left foot he did 
not find things to his liking when he 
had to move to his right. This restrict¬ 
ed his linking with players on his 
right. So Gurung could only engage 
himself with passing bouts with 
Mohinder, the winger on his left. But 
Balwinder, the other central attack¬ 
er could not pair in the same way 
with his right-winger Kashmira. Be¬ 
cause of this difference in individual 
.speeds, Gurung. and Balwinder 
could not utilise the one-two pass 
situation in front of the goal. With 
their attacking channel limied to the 
left flank, Punjab had to rely on 
Parminder or Ravi Bhushan, the mid¬ 
fielders, to try their long range 
power drives at goal when the for¬ 
wards pulled the ball back to them. 
The forwords propulsion of Balwind¬ 
er was not taken advantage of and 
not once was he running free to 


goal, chasing a pass from behind or 
from any of his other forw’ards. 

The game looked very much open 
in the second leg match. Sukhvinder. 
Punjab’s central denender was antf- 
cipating well and taking most of the 
through passes. Then Kumar’s pass 
to David up mid field was inter¬ 
cepted by Parminder. He squared it 
to Gurung close by. Gurung in mov¬ 
ing right dragged inwards and flash¬ 
ed a high left footed shot from the 
edge of the penalty box which hit the 
far post low and deflected inwards. 
Karnataka’s goalie Mohan Dass had 
enough time to see the flight and 
make his dive. This was Punjab’s 
first goal five minutes before the 
interval. 

After the recess, Punjab sensing 
that the match was in their bag, 
played their passes carefully, spread¬ 
ing out and cooled off tlie pace. 
Karnataka’s gamble in sending She- 
kar up in attack misfired. Mohinder 
sprinted nearly 30 metres before he 
lobbed the ball safe over the 
’keeper’s head tor Punjab’s second 
goal, five minutes before the end. 
Shekhar was called back to defend 
but it was too late. Even he could 
not prevent Punjab from getting their 
third goal through Mohinder head¬ 
ing in a Gurung cross, while Mohan 
Dass stood watching from his line. 

The story would have, perhaps, 
been different jjf Kumar had given 
Karnataka the initial advantage by 
scoring from the easiest of chances 
that a forward could dream of; ball 
at the feet, none around, goalk^per 
at his mercy, wide angle on either 
side. 

But that is part of the overall 
story of a championship that saw 
several ups-and-dowiis and many 
heart-breaks. And a lot of footbaU... 
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The first signs of gum trouble? 




Plaque Tartar Bleeding gums 

is ttie invisible film of collects at the base of Weak and spongy gums 

bacteria that forms your teeth, irritates your may bleed during 

around your teeth and gums and causes swelling. brushing. Although this 
gums all the time. Later on, gums and bone may be painless, 

If neglected, plaque may recede causing bleeding gums can lead 

leads to tartar. teeth to fall out. to serious problems. 

Let the toothpaste created 
by a dentist help you. 

Dr. Forhan’s exclusive formula 

Dr. Forhan’s Formula with its powerful astringent action 
strengthens your gum surface to help you resist gum troubles. 

Brushing with Forhan’s leaves your whole mouth 
clean, fresh and healthy. 

Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth and massaging of gums help 
check gum troubles and tooth decay. So, brush your teeth 
and massage your gums—night and morning with Forhan’s 
toothpaste and Forhan's Double Action toothbrush. 


mtf “Care of your 
teeth and gums”, A colourful, 
informative booklet on dental 
care. Please write with 25 P. 
stamps for postage, to: 

Forhan’s Dental Advisory 
Bureau, Post Bag No. 11463, 

Dept. P 180-210, Bombay 400 020 
Mention the language wanted. 

3I0P.244 
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Crossword 


Grrdman 
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ACROSS 


1 In fencing, a hit scored on each 
other by two fencers at the same 
time (6, 6) 

6 The—eration cup lawn tennis in* 

ternationai competition for women 
(3) 

0 A long heavy woodf^n pole used in 
Scotland in games which tes* skill 
and strength (5) 

10 Kick (3) 

11 Of a batsman, »<rmly established to 
fsCOTB run«^ (3) 

12 Alfred— American poet (5) 

13 After a player loses a crucial game 
his spirits might sink to their—(5) 

14 - And his opponent might—^the 

player s predicament (5) 

17 Capital of Bangladesh (5) 

19 A possible answer to How’s that?” 
(3) 

20 To run slowly and steadily (3) 

21 —Lloyd cricketer for West Indies 
(5) 

22 Small round spot (3) 

23 Type of clothing worn by women for 
swimming (7, 4) 

DOWN 

1 A call from a supporter to a racmg 
cyclist to put greater effort into his 
ride (3, 2. 2) 

2 In cricket, the direction from bowler 
to wicketkeeper (7) 

3 in rugby, said of a try not followed 
by a goal (11) 

4 Quiet activity like collecting stamps 

5 io throw up the—is to give up the 
game (5) 

7 In fencing, the loss of the weapon 
from the hand (11) 

0 To repeat (o g, cricket statistics) 
quickly and easily from memory 
(0i 3) 

15 A type of fighting from Japan In 
which you hold and throw your 
opponent (7) 

16 A dish of milk fermented in a special 
way (7^ 

17 Of spacecraft, couples together In 
apace (5) 


18 One may-^ovei' mountain*’«as 
sport ( 6 ) 

(Solutfons next week) 


Question box 


«.wi rs hv V jay^r B i 


ATTENTION READERS 

Entrres for Ouesliot) Box must 
e/ther be written on the back of 
a post card or pasted on ft 
marked Quest/on Box and sent 
to SPOBTSWORLO 6 PrafuUa 
Sarkar Street Calcutta 700 001 
Entries sent in inland fetters or 
envelopes will not be enter 
Wmed 

Further since we receive a 
regular flood of entries readers 
must he prepared to wait for a 
mminium of two months before 
their queries can be answered 
Editor 


KIren S. Kotrial, Bombay 

Q : Who were M Amarnath’s vic< 
tims against Australia in the 1969 Mad¬ 
ras Tost ? 

A: M Amarnalh’s victims In that 
Test were Keith Stackpole and Ian 
Chappell 

AJay Kumar Dash, Cuttack. 

Q : What Is the Test batting record 
of Herbert Sutcliffe ? 

A: In 54 Tests H Sutcliffe scored 
4,555 runs at an avf'rage of 60 73 He 
hit 16 Test centuries 
Sandip Dutta, BIrbhum. 

Q : Did Baiu Gupto play an officiai 
Test? 

A. Yes He played three Tests for 
India 

T. Ra|endra, Bombay. 

Q : At which centre was the 3 rd 
Test between India and West Indies 
played in 1975 ? 

A: Calcutta was the venue of tho 
3 rd Test of that sc>rios 

Q2; What Is Bob Taylor’s highosi 
Test score ? 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 44 



A: Bob Taylor’s highest Test score 
Is 97 vs Australia In the 5th Test at 
Adelaide in 1978-79 

Sour! Ra)an, Qudivada. 

Q: How many runs did Gavaskar 
score on the day when he was 182 not 
out vs West Indies at Calcutta In 
1978-79 

A ; 148 runs as he was 34 not out ^ 
the previous day. 

Hemant. Neena. Hamanl. New Delhi. 

Q: When did India first participate 
In World Cup cricket ? Has she ever 
made he finals 7 
A: 1975 No 

B. N. VIdya Shankar, Mysore. 

Q: Who were the West fndian 
spinners In the 1976 Bombay Test? 

A: Lance Gibbs and Artehur Barrett 
were the West Indies spinners m that 
Teat 



^n] \ Gl 

QUESTIONS 


1. What Is India’s biggest margin 
of defeat In International hockey 7 

2. Why is August 15 a memorable 
day in the history of Indian 
hockey 7 

3 Where and when was the first 
Champions Cup hockey held ? 
What was fndla's position In the 
tournament 7 

4. Who scored last for India In an 
Olympic hockey final ? 

5 Whose goal brought fhdla the 
only Asian Games hockey gold 
so far? 

6 Who was the top scorer In 
hockey In Munich Olympiad ? 

7. How many Indians have won 
three Olympic gold medals? 

6 When were the Oval and Lord’s 
first used for a game other than 
cricket ? 

9. What was India’s position in the 
International hockey tournament 
at Hamburg (1966)7 
10 In which year or years India did 
not concede a single goal In 
Olympic hockey 7 

ANSWERS 

9S6t PUB ezei 01 
•uoii 

-isod tsouido) eqt pejnoes B|pu| 
spunojO OM) eqi peXeid eJOM 
^ueuiBujnot Ae)|Ooq 0|dujAio-BJd 
eqt fo seqctBui ueqM 799 u| *9 

•snipneio e||sei 
puB mOuis uJBqpn *(qBfund) 

(iS) MDuis J|qfB0 *91)1190 ‘8 ‘H 
•ueiiv T ’PUBMO ubXmo—)C|8 7 
seMOiBUi 

eu|u u| 6 |eo 6 91 . pejooe oqM 
(AuBUueo tee^ esnej» leeqeiw ^ 

. *09§l U| qmi 

-OUBg IB UB)6|>|ed ISUIBOB peJOOB 
oqM (sAbmiibu) qOufS Jiqieg -g 
k96l u| |BT jepuiMOM > 
TJBd 

eqB) \ou PIP B|pu| 9461. 'BJOqei *9 
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eip JO| epq Xe)|ooq 0 |duiAio 
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*(9Z0i Ul 

seJiv soueng )b dno PliOM 

eqt u( XuBiuieo *m )eu|B0B) 4-0 7 
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Bridge 


Boris SchapTQ 


Must players have a r.atijral reluctance 
♦o discard Aces and Kings, and an even 
greater disappioxMi of the idea of dis¬ 
carding a frump. Yet there aro h number 
of situations, '-orne woU-Kiown, otfiers 
less so. /yheie the latter p'ay (an be 
right Con’jKif'r this end pusition where 
spades are trumps and -South needs 
three out ot the last four tnrks 


49 

non<- 
O m''no 
4 0 J4 

o 

no:u.* 

J 

10 y 

4 ^ J 

none 
OC 

4c 

South leads 0 ^ hand and trumps 
in dummy !f Fast discards J, he is 
thrown in with 4 h and forced to Ifead a 
trump. As Fa^t could not over-ruff 
dummv's 9, declarer t’a-i no guess and 
gops uo With 4 ^ make th« last two 
tricks. But suppose East under-ruffs with 
4 Then, when in with 4 K, he can 
push through J and West must make 
his Oueen gt spades 
Anotfi*'' pO'jSihiKt/ carn^^ up on the 
foilowinq hand 

4 a& 

9 9 7 n -3 

0 A O -S L' 

4 A b'n 


$ 


N 1 ♦■>2 

vl 

W F Y 

^ ^ ^ O none 

i 4 k 


4a? 

10 s 

0 K 10 4 
4 KJ 109 5 3 



4 109 7 64 3 
'C; A 8 
0 0 8 7 

46? 


4 K 0 J 
K 0 J 4 
0 J 8 3 
407 

Souti', plavPu in four hearts aftfii West 
had ovci called m clubs, and W'est 
started With tf'o Aco and another spade 
The King of hearts lost to East's Ace and 
a thud round o1 spades was rpffed in 
front of dummy with West’s ^ 10. It 
seemed unlikely that dummy's low club 
would be any use. so declarer discarded 
li. 

West, on lead, was now end-played. A 
diamond lead would give declarer four 
tricks in the suit, so he exited with 4 ^ 
Soiiif's club loser disappearea but there 
was no way for him to avoid tfm tons of 


a diamond trick and he was one down. 

1 expect you can see what South should 
have tried, Instead of throwing a club 
under West’s 9? 10, he must under-ruff 
in dummy. Say that West again exits 
with 4 Declarer wins on the table. 
draw.s the last trump, finesses 0 0 and 
caf^hes 4 0 Then he runs off his remain¬ 
ing trumps to squeeze West m diamonds 
and clubs. 

Last week's quiz ■ at game all South holds 
4 7 6 9? K 0 10 0 A 9 4 A K 8 7 6 4. He 
opens ono-club, V/est ovtrcalls with 
one-heart and North bids tv^o-hearts 
Lisually this will be agreeing clubs 
but it IS just possible that North has a 
garne-going hand with no good suit and 
no guard m hearts As North has promised 
at least one more bid, South can show his 
heart guard by bidding 2 NT and waiting 
ff'r partner to clarify his intentions, 

Th.s week s quiz, at love all Sooih holds 
4A764S?AKOK24A76b2. He 
opens one-club. Noith responds one- 
heart arid South rebids onespade 
North now bids two-diamonds (the 
fourth surt) - what should South cad 
next? 


Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■Ihero' Cldrkr^ 

At various times throughout the long 
history of chess it has been suggested 
that advances in technique and theo- 
'etical knowledge would soon kill the 
game; it would be played out and drained 
of everything original and interesting. 
The arrival of compufors. both as 
players and as compilers of books, has 
increased the throat, but *0 all prob¬ 
ability chess still has from 50 to 100 
years of life m if. 

Modern masters have tar from plumbed 
the deoths of the available possibilities 
-as IS evidenced by the growth of 
correspondence play and its tendency 
lo produfje decisive results Complica¬ 
tions ate entered into by post that would 
usually be avoided in over-ttie-board 
games, and exhilarating struggles ensue. 
For all that, we may have as yet only 
scratched the surface^ since the world's 
top grandmasters have always been too 
busy, travelling from one international 
tournament to another, to indulge in 
postal play. If Fischer took it up, would 
he not exte.nd our hotizons? By way oi 
an answer to that question ! offer you a 
game played by Alekhine as a young man. 
The tactical Intricacies are fasclnatino. 
White K, VyoodchlHov; Black A. Al#k- 
hilt*. Ruy Lopez (Correspondence Game 
UXI8 09) 


I ed. I KHl^Ktet 

3 SWiMs 4 

• 3-0, BeSi 0 KtxaO. KtxaO 

7 d4,KlxM; i Rat. B*7 

0 R X *4, KIqO i 10 Ktc3, 0-0 

II KtdS .. . 

Probably better was 11 Bb3 rotlovved by dS. 

11 ... BdO; 12 Qf3. fO 

This 18 very risky Ho should have preferred 

12.. b5, 13 Bb3. Bb7. 

13 Bb3l, KhO 

The '■ 00 k could no* ne captured because oi 
mate In four. 

14 R«2« 14; 15 c4. cO 

16 cS, Bb8; 17 KtbO. dSII 

16 Kt X Ml, . . 

This offer should also have beery declined, 
la Kt K c8. O X c8: 19 Bc2 was satistaclorv 

II . .. Kth4; If QeS. 13 

20 ReS . . . 

!f 20 Re3, tficre could follow 20 . (Jy5 21 g3. 
B X oJ. 22 h X a3. O X 03 h : ?3 f X o3, 12 * and 
wins 

20 ... B X *5; ■ 21 d X eS, Kt X g2 

22 Qd4. Qd7; 23 eO, Q x cO 

24 Bd2, QoO 25 BeZ . . . 

The threat of Kiel (ayamsf 25 KI>1) har 
reduc^^d Wh'lr to despair 

25 ...Oxc2; 28 Khl, QqO 

27 R 0 I. Bh3; 28 KtbO. KtMl 

29 R X gO, Bg2 ^ ; 30 R x g2, f x g2 1 

31 Kgl, KteZ ; 32 K x g2. Kt x d4 

33 Reolgni 

Competition G342. Soluttofi next week 
Block 


m m^m m 
m PM-tmmli 

p ^ ^ 

fera —jiMB.- BSMl 


White 

How did Black win DrottilyV 

Solution to 0341 (Alvarex>i\arpov, Skopje, 
1672). (4r1 K1 /b1 q2pp1 /p2p1 n1 p, 1 pi PI 02/ 
0n1/PN1B2P1/1PP3P1/4RR1K - Black to 

play.) Karpov Pmshed the game oM with 


matino Bttark 21 R x el ; 28 R x el, iMf2, 
?9 Kh2. KtlGg4 ♦ . 30 Kfli. Kfo4 I .ir.d White 
restgnod (if the Kmg mo/es, then 3t 
Kt X o34f^) 

problem No 1004. Solution next week 
A. Johandt (First Prize, Mam Post, 1968) 

(2RS/1 rO/tS2p1 b.ffPkl P2/3P2P1 /2pK4/0/l - 
7 white men; I bleck.) 

White to play and mate in seven moves 

Solution to No 1003 (Fleck). (181B4/ 
K1P3QB/1 PpSpI p/4ke2/R1a1 P3/3RB1 Pq/ 
b1r2rP1/l - mate In two.) 1 Rd6 (threat 2 R 06 ) 
(a) 1 Sr X p.3: 2 0 X (6: (b) 1* . Sc x d6. 

2Sd7.(c)l . . SI xe.l, 2 Sf7, (Cl) 1 . Sfxd6; 

2 Sb X c6 The themes of line opening and dual 
avoidance are subtly lonHnncd 



#on the Bail 


FINiSHINQ-AnACKINO THf FAR POST 


TH( TCRM NEAR rUST AND 
PAN POST ANE UKO TO 
fNDtCATf THE PANTS OP 
TMC 90AI 
FQN CKAMPLf BEE 
iLlUtTNATlON AftOVC 
NEAR POST 18 THE 
POST NEAREST TO THE 
BALL lEiNO CROSSEO 
PAR POST - IS THE 
POST FARTHEST AWAY 
PROM THE BALL BEiNQ 
CROSSEO 



WHEN YOU ARE MAKWO CROSSES TO THE FAR POST 
DON'T PLACE THEM TOO NEAR THE QOALKEEPCR 
OR TO INHERE YQOR COILIAOUES ARE WHEN YOU 
MAKE THE CROU HiT THE BALL AT THE FAR POST 
FOR THEM TO RUN IN LIKE THE ONE HERE THE 
PLAYERS MAKtNQ THE RUN SHOULO COME IN 
FROM A WIDE ANGLE UKE I HAVE DONE 
HERE, TO GAIN ADVANTAGE OVER THE 
OEFCNCE. 











Why Dornfab rmains 
the c«e and only classk. 

Precisely because 
Dornfab is not merely a 
product (rf Machines and Material. 

It is actually the product, the 
creMion of a Sup«rmind,a 
Super i!n^nation..-Som^hing 
ofwhkhyoucan’tjust jgo and buy a 
few kilos or morei And this is why 
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A 

Product of 


^edlcal 


A HAIR OIL OF 
DISTINCTION 

rooo ft Tomc fot mai* 

Df v*) MCDICAi SIMiS LTD 

CAtCUTiA- * 


For lustrous growth of tny hair , 

I use Keo-Karpin every day. Gently 
perfumed, non-sticky Keo-Karpin 
is so light... yet so nourishing 1 


Keo , 
Karp^ 

HAIR OIL 


O/KE-6/79 
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Spare the 
Gardens 

T91E BASE AND FRANTIC 
A decision to stage the 
1980 Federation Cup Touma* 
Tiicnt at the Eden Gardens, 
Calcutta, forsaking the 
chastity and elegance of the 
famous cricket arena, des¬ 
erves to be condemned 
strongly. 

We have seen enough 
deterioration of the condition 
of its surface since 1967 
when the footballers started 
paying occasional visits at 
this arena. 'Ilie ominous 
si^iii of slits and patches 
omnipresent around the 
Gardens are an eye-sore to 
Cl icket-lovers’ eyes We can 
no longer afford the luxury 
of indifference. The authori¬ 
ties shouldn't be allowed to 
make commercial venture at 
the cost of the future of the 
Gardens. We hope that better 
sense will prevail soon and 
the venue will be shifted to 
some other football grounds 
of the city. 

SAUL BANERJEE, 
Calcutta. 


Attention BCCI 

'■PHE PRESENT CRICKET 
i system in India requires 
major modification. Below I 

S VC certain suggestions for 
e attention of Board of Con. 
trol for Cricket in India. The 
BCCI would do well to act on 
these suggestions: (1) There 
should be a difference of at 
least three months between 
the end of one series and 
the start of the next. (2) 
The rest day should be after 
three days of play in a Test 
and, in exceptional circums¬ 
tances, after two days of 
play. (3) There should be a 
difference of at least seven 
days between the end of a 
Test match and the start of 
the next. (4) A Test series 
shall not contain more than 
five Tests. (5) A maximum of 
12 Tests should be played in 
one calendar year. (6) Two 
captains should be included 
in the selection committee— 
the existing captain and his 
immediate predecessor. {Tt 
The names of the players 
should be announced at least 
a day before the start of the 
Pest so that no player is kept 
in suspense unnecessarily. 
GOVINDDAS AGRAWAL, 
Gtfcttfta 


Bfight of fancy 

IDEAL CRICKET TEAMS 
I may perhaps always be 
fanciful but they are never¬ 
theless fascinating to conjee^ 
ture. One wonders what a 
five-day match between the 
following teams would result 
in, except great cricket of 
course. 

Team No Boycott, 

Sunil Gavaskar, Vivian Rich^ 
ards, Greg Chappell, Clive 
Lloyd (captain), Lgn Botham, 
Alan Knott (W.K.) Imraii 
Khan. Dennis Lillee. Michael 
Holding and Derek Under¬ 
wood. 12th man David Gower. 

Team No ^--Gordon Gree- 
nidge, Glenn Turner, Zaheer 
Abbas, Javed Miandad, Gun- 
dappa Vishwanath, Ion Chap¬ 
pell (Captain), Doug Walters, 
Rodney Marsh (W.K.), Rich- 
ard Hadlee, Jeff Thomson 
and Wayne DanieL 12th 
man Hookes. 

Granted, that Team No 2 
is lacking in class spin (ex¬ 
cept Miandad and Chappell), 
but sino^ I have included 
only those playing Test 
cricket regularly, the tour 
great Indian warhorses are 
rGgre‘ttably omitted. Other 
world class spinners do not 
seem to exist. 

Does ‘^portworid' itself or 
any of its readers hove any¬ 
thing better in mind or any 
change to suggest in the line¬ 
ups above? 

RAGHU MENON, JAS, 
Dc., Mon, Nagaland. 

Injustice to Rao 

A GOOD LEG-SPINNEK 
is an asset to any 
cricketing side and India’s 
all-rounder Narsimha Rao 
bad shown great potential in 
league matches in England 
as well as in Ranji Trophy 
matches in India re.sulting in 
hLs finding a place in the 
Indian Test side. But for 
some unknown reason he 
wa'f hardly given any bowl¬ 
ing by India’s captain 
Gavaskar. In fact, even 
Chetan Chaulutn was given 
howling in the Aussie first 
innings at Calcutta but not 
Rao. This type of treatment 
is surely no kind of encou. 
ragement for a young bowl¬ 
er, leave alone a leg-spinner 
Narasimha Rao is also an 
excellent close-in fielder 
besides being a satisfactory 
bat. as he demonstraUnl in 
the Indian second innings. 1 
feel that if the selectors 
really bad any Intention of 
taking Rao into the tedm, 











SPORT 

hr USSR 

Illustrated Monthly 
Sports magazine 
Do not miss the first hand, 
authentic and exciting 
coverage of pulsating 
Olympic events Subs- 
cribe to this unique and ' 
cutstanding sports mon¬ 
thly which now appears 
in a new. larger format 
and bigger size with ex- | 
tensive coverage of I 
international and Soviet 
sports events 
Exciting features richly- 
illustrated, with photo 
graphs. di a wings and dia 
grams many of them in 
vivid colours. 

GIFT- 1980 YEAR OF 
MOSCOW OLYMPICS 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 
AND OBTAIN A , 





Annual Rs. 12,00 

Three years Rs 24.00 

★ 

FULL-SIZE MULTI 
-COLOURED SPE¬ 
CIAL OLYMPIC 
CALENDAR. 

FOR THREE YEAR- 
S SUBSCRIBERS 
ONLY. 
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tin kiMt thty couM have 
ilotia Wii to give him oa« 
tnom ihaace, this time in- 
Btmctilf the aklpper to use 
hiA properly. 

< BAV! KAJaN, 
Ne%» Oeihu 

1 CANNOT UNDBRSTANO 
why our selectora^ drop¬ 
ped Nari^ha Rao for the 
Rom bay Teat against the 
Aiiasioa. At Delhi, ig the 
AualrgUa’a Aral ianiBga he 
proved his talent to daiin ?. 
for 4€L At Cahcnlta be batted 
Mtremely well in the second 
innings with his limitation 
and under tremendous pres- 
sufh. At Calcutta in the 
visitor’s second innings, 
Gavaskar did not use Kara- 
simha Rao as a yvrist spin¬ 
ner even for a single over. 
It’s Gavaskar who is fully 
responsible for destroying 
Test career of that young 
and promising all-rounaer. 

DIBYANGSHU BOSE, 
Hooghly. 

(iJrbasish Gupta and Ashok 
Mitra of Kalyani aisu wrote 
m an identical tonej. 

Congratulations 

B engal has emerged 

Santosh Trophy Cham¬ 
pions for the fihh time in 
succ'fission. Kudos to Prasun 
Baaerjoe and his team-mates. 
But their total performance 
in the tournament was none 
too-impressive. 1 went all the 
way to Coimbatore to see the 
holders in action against Goa 
in the second-leg semi-final 
in which the latter, down by 
<1 .^oliliiiv MsU(‘a I'Otil dr w 
level. Bengal ultimately en¬ 
tered the final via tic-brea¬ 
ker. T^e forwards with the 
exception of Pius did not 
function properly and the 
lii'-t ininiil ■ iiu III don <4 
David Willi.ini.s in place of 
the off-colour Shabbir Ali 
did not bear fruit. The medios 
Amalraj and Prasun did an 
exci'llent job. But in the 
linal the champs proved their 
mettle and prevailed over 
the mighty Punjab by a 
soLitary ^self-goal’! 

r: very one in the stadium 
agreed that the match of the 
tournament was between 
Kerala and Bengal, which 
ended in a goalless draw 
pushing Kerala out and 
Bengal in as the leader of 
the half. Karnataka and 
Kerala with equal points, 
qualified for the last four the 
former with a better goal 
dverage. But this system 
should make way for a play¬ 
off match to decide the 
qualifier. 

K. V. ANANTHAKRISHNAN, 
Trivmdrum, 


PLEASE CONVEY MY. 
heartiest congratulations to 
the lucky captain Dilip Palit. 
coach P. K. Banerjee and all 
the other players of Mohun 
Bagan club for their victory 
in the Durand football 
toumameiit. 

AMITAVA BASV, 
Hooghly, 


PLEASE EXTEND MY 
heartiest congratulations to 
Prakash Padukonc for winn¬ 
ing the men’s singles badmin¬ 
ton title nine times in a row 
in. the final play of 44th 
National Badminton Cham- 
pr'nsbm at uMiisheOpur 
Wish him more laurels in 
life. 

JVfD. SAHID JALIL, 
BQiorsharif. 


PLEASE CONVEY MY 
hearty congratulatioas to 
Kapil Dev for bagging 12 
wickets in a calendar year 
and setting a world record 
breaking the* old one by 
Graham McKenzie of Au8* 
Iralia in 1964. 

(MISS) MVCDUA DUTTA, 
Patna, 


PLEASE CONVEY MY 
best wishes and compliinenfs 
to Nikhil Bhallacharya on 
the occasion of his being 
ln^st sports photographer of 
this season. Jt is good to 
know that, Hhattai.harya*s 
photos arc regularly pub¬ 
lished in my iavourile 
Sjforts world. 

Hut wIkH ha.s happened to 
recent photo printing of 
Sportsworld? You ju.st com¬ 
pare last vnar’s black and- 
white photos to this year’s 
which arc published in 
SiiorttrworUL Becently they 
arc blurred. 

Colours, of course, are 
good. It is a sad thing to 
see that the l>('.st-sporl.«r- 
ph ot og r a phe r\s photo gra ph.4 
are printi d badly. 

M SHASWDIIAH, 
Kai'^ataka, 


CONGBATUT.ATJON.S TO 
the Indian tennis ace Viiay 
Anirilraj as he claimed the 
Colgate Grand Prize tilb 
with an impressive win. 

lli-s behaviour after win¬ 
ning the game i.s quite sur¬ 
prising. He threw up hi.s 
arms in the air and hurled 
his racquet to the North 
Stand. He should not have 
thrown the racquet as the 
same had given him victory. 
He lost his pitlieiuc in joy. 

One will always remcmi)i'r 
Borg. Wimbledon diampiuu, 
who sinks to his knees while 
acknowledging the court ap¬ 
plause (with the racquet). 

OMESH KVGAONKAR 
Bombay. 
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vaomB THIS SEKIES IS 
■ no moano over; and a 

change of aititwie and taotiee I 
by Pakietan oouH mc^ the \ 
present position less agreeable, 
there is little doubt that 
India has broken the myth of 
the superstars. And no matter 
what happens now it has been 
proved that neither is the 
Pakistani batting invinc^le 
<nor is the bonding even with a 
fit Imran able 10 * slice through 
the Indian batting with 
any ease. 

The Pakistani bowling 
lacks variety and depths This, 
one can be sure, is well 
appreciated by both sides, and 
so added responsibility is 
imposed on ihe batting. To 
date there have been only a 
few occasioTU when this has 
been evident. And let not the 
total blame be ascribed to 
inferior umpiring or poor 
u^kefs. It must be admitted 
that the wicket in Bomoay was^ 
beUm normal Test standards, 
b^ it was the same for both 
sides oM in the first inmngs 
Hmm had India at l$0 for 6, 
only to let the taU reach a 
malch*winnpg total, 

hfedfher was the umpiring 
of the highest standard. In 
kombap Hiapdad um Use than 
a mtde iednese to tms.' Apart 
from^^lgldnd where hrst^eiOss 
cru^sters pdes to profe^ddonal 
the standard 
throughout Bite world is 
ineoamifteni. Ask Qavmfw and 


3 i ■ 

modem day trickster is ma] - 
partly to bbme. ktonp , ^ 

vociferous appeals ore radds . 
only in the hope of umsBlk^ 
a batsman or an umpire, and 
some of the reactions to Oi ' ' 
decision would surely ektSWrvS 
awards in a differsnt kUhiSiti/* 

V Vi 

Many Pakistani i^ers. 
have also complained da^ ike 
unusual and unenpee^ 
^'pressure'* of piayfnd Mi ftont 
of an indUm audmios, md‘id 
coping with the IndiM ffkee 
Who are not great .oeSmiffs Mi 
the aanet^’of peiNionidV % 
privacy. Tids may be d tfyinp 
experienee for tnmo'n&t used 
to the '^iniereelt* Wot feet 
matches generalte^m t^' 
country, hut the inabiUty to 
adjust to different dTpunv* ' < 

stances is to show aeeria&i, 
lack of professiona^m 

And this is exactly where 
Pakistan for some inesmUoabte 
reasm was found wording. 
Where restraint was. Mu order, 
the Pakistan $dsyihee,'nwwh Mo'.i 
the style <d me We0IndkmSi 
tried to hU their M Of,. ' 

trouble,, Thm haye not'mm' 
successful. They i3fio\’wlmOut 
doubt natural shiki^e td ^' 
boll, and more 

makers than most d/ . 

Indian comterpdm; mt^Mt ' 
Indian condiHt^ ena^ogOmaf 
the accuracy of end ‘ \ 
others, Uiandadsl’jediUddO 
approach f$, mbre ‘ 
to fetch favmrab^ireewibs Hmn i 
the more etuudlep appMoosk Of''- 
some h4a ttasksnoi^., ; ^ j 
That is if winning w / 
cons^lered mom Msmrlte^ ' 
than eniertakeidee^, i..\ 
WITH # > ■ 

” this eeriee ' 

Calcutta ren^dm^f^ dfe ,'I 

salvage some j 

players m hmy, em 
a sensible posMsn&mim '* 
not the usual probes. enguMdes 
and recrkninatiens. ^ \ 


eomn^ Biis ujas Otways' the" " 
oiBtf ^ fi)!ka kektcions 
nm nowjidw many others < ^ 
sn^mera cd fhe team he has ', 
■had dnough ericUet. Phey Jdf 
.bdont a ^Itat. a reasonabis 

enough nsofe^ to ,the 
pressures,of jthe past few 
months,, a^ an cdtdude thJk 
mould hetfokm at face votue, 
Wl^ekd for devious 

und emanings. 

fhiS Wftd Indies tour ia 
isnkemyary., the on* 

to'PmIdm Uui year, 'made 
Udthout adequate thought and 
pTMopolim. 

rlim those who 

mMimn that 'Covaskafa 
mwsh deseriptien a# the 
Jemiicen*s in his book '‘Sunny 
pays/* kaa so incensed that 
crmod, that he is not too keen 
to face the reaction Also 
thOee who wiU find 
comradkiHon in every 
gesture, but it is the lot of any 
*'supeiidair** to be 
mieunderstood. Better not to 
took for hidden ii^enUom, 
unless one is convinced by 
previous experience that they 
eadst. 

Asm/ famPu man will 
appretdedo, end the Board has 

S , tmU so much time 
Mi wanderings away from 
dbUity of a home and 
the oonyganS/ of friends and 
family wn be unsettling, if 
igiioee okieel they are perftctly 
iuMijled^ especially when 
fihUdren Ore consistently 
delved of a father*s 


ft ttWadd ngt be surprising 




U would be 

7'k»*>p» -n ■•rw jgr they ore 
.fpsmmdl future, 

. Whe^ledM ihoiee for the 
.^eapfamcy w now Vishwanath, 
fdpw tedl M he doesn't, 
viW>C the seniormost 
#1^ *^ho$e available, and 
dliPtjkin he is going to 




















SUIMIL GAVASKAR p,x BISWARANJAN RAKSHIT 



M adras is a place i t.ikk 

to play in. althouah 1 had 
ncvi^r had success with the bat, in 
retrosp(!ot, until llm Test It is-a 
tx 2 ntre with the best behaved 
crowds which arc understanding, 

! tair, paAient and rarely noisy. 'nUs 
can enable one to play cricket with¬ 
out any extra pressure from the 
crowd which can be annoying and 
to put iit mildly. Also, the 
INCA IS the best organised cricket 
W)av 111 the country and it leaves 
no Slone unturned to look aftbr the 
playcMs light from the moment they 
arrive till they leave. No wonder all 
the on icials. assigned to the Indian 
team arc very popular with the 
players. 

On arriving at the airport 1 recei¬ 
ve d the disturbing news that Mr 
Snidinan, the. TNCA secretary and 
a vice-president of the Cricket 
Control Board was unwell and so 
also our local manager V. Bumanu- 
jam. Mr Sririiniau hud come with the 
Indian team to Australia in 1977-78 
and was tlieretore tamilidi with 
most of the niernbcrs of the present 
h-am. Having toured with the team 
he* had come to know the players, 
their pressures and tensions aud 
tlieretore Wcis more aware and 
iindeistanding of our problems. Mr 
ivimanujam is most popular with 
oiir players and the news that he 
would not t>e with us was a little 
sad I hoped there would be no more 
bad news. 




wiJiLuug me loss wasii t 
jiuite sure whut he wanted to do so 
he told me that he would lei ine. 
know later. This is one Uiing which 
has surprised rne of many oaptams. 
tl’.at they are not able to decide im- 
iiieaiah-.y v^^lat to do. Surely one 
has consulted the senior and e.v 
peiienced players and has arrived at 
soirif! decision before the toss actually 
takes place. Asif sent word that they 
would bat which meant that we 
woukin i be bowling last and perhaps 
might not miss the spinner. 

Sadig started with a bang clubbing 
Kapil for two boundaries in the first 
over buK Mudassar left early when 
ofl a linA icg-glance Kirmani dived 
“ superlative catch 
in here was again a change 

m the batung order and Blajid came 
m one drop. One could see that he 

.i even before 

the ball was bowled and he was thus 
getting closer to the ball and con- 
scguently finding the middle of 
bat more often than not. 

At the other end Sadiq was playing 
his shots confidently and looked in 
He played some spank- 
K glancing a ball from 

Kapil and Kirmam this time dived 
to Ins right and came up with another 
tine catch. Zaheer looked tense and 
nervous and in ^ anxiety to get off 
the mark slashed at Kopff and again 
dismi^aK"''”""^ completed *th2 


. « fniitful partner- 
ship between Miandad and MajM 




which i>roducod valuable runs and 
stopped us irom taking control of the 
situation, Majid was dropped by 
Yadav, a simple catch, and went on 
to complete his first fifty against 
India. It was not a convincing 
innings but lie stayed there paitiently 
waiting lor his runs to come. While 
they were together they took some 
quick singles and it was one such 
single- that c'ost them a wicket Majid 
pushed Doshi down towards covel¬ 
and Miandad responded but seeing 
Kirmani swooping on the ball be 
changed his mind. Majid couldn’t turn 
back in time and was run-out by 
yards. 

Asil and Javed then applied them¬ 
selves to the task of getting some 
run.s and they did tlus admirably 
when Miandad, getting a little im- 
patieiit, tried a backfoot drive oil 
Kapil and Vengsarkar took the hot 
latch at gully. 

Karsan, who replaced Kapil, got 
A.sit’s wicket with a beautiful' deli- 
uM-y which pilched on the seam and 
left him to 1 h« caught Ix-hind Asif 
WcLs looking dangeious and his pull¬ 
ing of! r)o,<^hi was marvidlous. l)o.shi 
(hjppctJ in with Haja’s wicket when 
his Jolted pull s\m ended in Kapir.< 
hands at und-on 

Iniran 1hen took to attack and 
plaving .some iKiwerlul shot* punched 
Kapil for three tours in one ovt‘r 
iind at the close play Pakistan 
weu‘ 2M for 7 wickets. On j wicket 
M> good for batting wo had dom^ 
well to restnet them to such a sane. 
N IHE SECOND MOUMNO 
tdiavri wrapped up the tail. 

1 list it was Dari who fell to a catch 
to Huger Binny at gnlly. Tlien Imran 
tell rather unfortunately because he 
pu‘^hed a ball to Ghavii at backward 
Ijoint off Dilip Doshi s last bail and 
in trying to keep the strike, went for 
a single. But he slipped when he 
saw that Qasim had sent him back, 
and was easily run out. In the next 
ovc r Sikandcr tickled one down to 
log slip where Dilip Vengsarkar 
dived and took a superb catch. \V<* 
had got the last three wickets tor 
the addition of only 18 runs and that 
was very good considering the stale 
of the wicket and the fact that we 
had lost the toss. 

We had about 75 minutes of batt¬ 
ing left before lunch and we lost 
Chelan Chauhan in that time wfien 
he tried to drive a ball trom Mudas- 
sai which wasn’t on the stumps. He 
didn’t get in line at all and only 
managed to slice the ball to first slip 
where Qasini took the catch. That 
was a blow because Chetan looked 
ns if he was in for a longish stay. 
Vengsarkar, who came in, got off the 
mark with a perfectly timed on-drive 
tor four off Mudassar: that was also 
the stroke which fetched him his 
2000th run in Test cricket. And ob¬ 
viously to get off the mark with 
such a positive stroke, it sort of sets 
the tone for the rest of your innings. 

I think tfter that particular shot he 
looked, confldent. He began to play 
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a lot inoic ficely than he had in the 
previous games. Also btic:ausc he 
had been criticisiMl a lillki bit in tin* 
media for playing slowly, so maybe 
lie felt that he had to go for his 
shots. But it wasn’t all lecklcss 
stroke-making. 

And then Imran was brought back 
for a spell and Dilip cut him hard 
but .straight to Miandad at cover 
point. It was a dismissal which was 
unlucky because anywhere else— 
maybe five yards to the left or five 
yards to the right—the ball would 
certainly have raced to the boundary. 
But that is what cricket is all about. 

Vi shy cainc in and middled thc^ 
first ball well but then with Visby it 
is always so. He looked in good 
touch and his feet were moving to 
the ball. Against Qasim it was ob¬ 
vious that Asif was trying to make 
Vishy glance and get him caught in 
the leg trap hut Vishy refused 
to be driven into the bait. He came 
down tlie track and drove him to the 
cover boundary. 

In the meanwhile I think T was 
playing onc^ of my better innings 
and was timing the ball well. I had 
liad a problem with iny left hand 
grip in the earlier matches, making 
the handle turn and consequently 
the face of the bat was turning 
either inside or outside. This was to 
a great extent gone. This was due* 
to Vasant Amladi and Abid Ali who 
gave me valuable tips just before the 
Test. Vasant Amladi was in Bombay 
when wc played the Uanji Trophy 
the previous week and he gave his 
tips as to how I could best oveicome 
the slackening o!f the letl hand grii>. 
Abid also had similar views when 
I requested him to stand behind the 



r'tnaincd nuL out wiui un r^^r^xciivv 


nets at Madras and tell me if 1 was 
pushing wrongly. And he also had 
similar views so 1 listened to them 
and 1 think benefited .i great deal 
because the .slice in the drive was 
absent. And I think geueially the 
ball met the middle of the bat. 

Vishy went out to Qasiin when he 
played finward and the ball hit the 
inside edge and off the pad went oil 
to Mudassar at silly poiut vvhu took 
a good, low catch. This wicket 
brought Sandeep Patil in to make his 
debut. After he played a hall we 
had the funny sight of him smiling 
at me to show that he was not 
nervous and I smiling at him to give 
him confidence*. And so there were 
a lot ol smiles around. Actually 
there wasn’t much need to give him 
confidence becauso he hardly look<‘d 
nervous. He was ^Iraighiaway off 
the mark with a firm off drive off 
Imran who was specially brought in 
to unnerve the debutant. 


And when Bakht came along he 
played a glorious «lrive through mid- 
wicket for four and followed it up 
with another cover dri\e for another 
hoiiiidary. lii rvc‘xl to no time he was 
ill double figures and looked like 
tearing the attack as he is normally 
capable of doing. But ono' again a 
short ball got him. The di.smissal 
was exactly similar to that of 
Vengsdikiir—a short ball outside tlx* 
oil and Sandeep cracked it full force, 
straight to Miandad, at cover poiut. 

Sandeep had to return to the pavi¬ 
lion a very deleted person but 1 am 
sure that in his short stay he showed 
that he has the makiag.s of a good 
cricketer and also that he can play 
his shots without getting bogged 
down. 



Why we 
took Patil 
for Yadav 

WICKET LOOKjb:r) VERY 
hard, very fiini and grassy 
in patches and from previous ex¬ 
perience one could expect a fair 
anuuint of bounce for the bowlers. 
It didn’t appear that the wicket 
would iravk easily tor the spin¬ 
ners to exploit 

We were in a ticklish situation 
regarding the composition of the 
side. Prom our batting, with the 
exce{>tion of Vengsarkar and to a 
certain extent Yashpal and my¬ 
self, the others were not produo 
ing the runs expected of them 
and that was leaving us in sorry 
situations troni which our lower 
order batsme^i had rescued us in 
previous matches. It meant that 
our batting had to be strengthen¬ 
ed but whom to drop was the po¬ 
ser. 

Bmny had got u? vital wickets 
and he could relieve our new ball 
bowlers. Also he is a brilliant 
helder anywhere and a handy 
batsman Snivlal Yadav had bat¬ 
ted piuckily in the Tests and 
though ho had got wickets in 
Bombay he haven't bowled too 
well. With the- current tiecid of 
playing with bat behind pad an 
oft spinner’s ttireat can be nullifi¬ 
ed to a great extent. Then the 
Pakislan. team did not have loo 
many ielt handers in tlieir side. 
Sadiq we were hopeful of getting 
early and Raja is a superb player 
of spin. In any case^ with the Pak¬ 
istan team in the earlier matches 
being dismissed by our Reamers 
Yadav had very little to do. Wo 
thought the advantage of playing 
an extra batsman would far out¬ 
weigh the disadvantage of playing 
with only one spinner with Ghavri 
chipping in if needed, with his 
spinners. 

At the teammeeting the evening 
before the match I throw the mat¬ 
ter open for discussion to the 
other members because this 
Indian team is more like a fafnily 
with everybody getting on well 
with everybody. 1 wanted to find 
out not only from the seniors but 
also the juniors what we should 
do. The majority felt that Sandeep 
should be included becailsc he 
was bang in form and Shivlal 
should be Ictt out. Of course^ I 
had to meet the selectors in the 
morning to finalise the eleven. 
They also felt that we should in¬ 
clude Sandeep so that’s what we 
did while Pakistan brought back 
Imran for Ehteshamuddio* ^ 

SUNIL GAVASKAR / ^ 


Y ASHPAL is not a very 
good starter—^hc is nervous but 
the great advantage Yashpal has Is 
that he is responsive to singles. 1 am 
a great believer in singles in Test 
cricket because the half-volleys or 
the short-pitched deliveries you get- 
in Tost cricket are very rare. You 
have to take your singles and try and 
convert your singles into twos to get 
vour score board moving. So 
\ ashpal and 1 were more involved 
111 singles towards the end of the 
<Uy’s play because we had lost 
both Vishy and Sandeep in quick 
N Litre ss ion. 

1 had pul the brakes on because 
I was keen that no other wicket 
should go during the dosing stages. 
It was very essential that we took a 
good lead over Pakistan in the game. 

Next morning 1 got my hundi'ed 
and 1 took guard again because it 
was such u good wicket and it was 
important to take a good lead. Also, 
we were to bat last 'and the more 
runs we scored over Pakistan the 
less we would be required to get in 
the last innings. Yashpal opened out 
gradually and played some powerful 
shots off Qasim and Bakht and just 
when he was four short of a desei*v- 
ing 50, he gut impatient, went down 
the track and played over the ball 
which just took an inside* edge and 
howled him middle stump. This 
wicket fell exactly on the dot of the 
chinks interval and again it was dis 
appointing that a major batsman had 
lost his patience and got out when 
h(‘ had the attack by the scruff of 
the neck. This is something the 
younger players will have lu incrul- 
cale—they will have to consolidate 
Iheii position once they have got 
their eye and try to stay put, 

Kirniaiii didn't last long. He was 
bowled by Imran to give his 100th' 
Test weiket and 'that brought in 
Kapil Dev. He then completely 
dominated the Pakistan attack. 

Beginning with a hook for a single 
olf Imran, he went from strength to 
strength and smashed away bounda¬ 
ries at will. In between, both of us 
kept on talking to each other—he 
kept on telling me, “Come on, come 
on, don’t lose your concentration” 
and I kept on going up to him and 
telling him : ’’Don’t relax and don’t 
gel impatient.” Every lime he played 
n bad shot he would come down the 
track and say, “Sorry Skip” and 
whenever I did so, I would go up to 
him and say“'*‘Sorry Kapil.” 1 think 
this is important because as I have 
said earlier, ^wo batsmen are very 
lonely out there in the middle aga¬ 
inst 11 players. 

Kapil had smashed about 47 when 
I had got bogged down due to some 
accurate bowling and because the 
loose dellverle.s I received I invariab¬ 
ly cracked straight to a fielder. 1 do 
not have the ability to find the gaps 
as easy as say Vishy or KapU does. So 
I have to look for my singles, look 


for my twos and I was a little upset 
when Kapil refused an easy single. 
And since a single wasn't coming 
after I got bogged down 1 tried an 
ambitious cut ofi the next deUv^ 
from Imran and ended up by giving 
Qasim at gully an easy catch I was 
furious with myself for having lost 
my patience because there were 
only 17 minutes left for the day’s 
play and if I had stayed until 
the end that would have really put 
a greal deal of pressure on Pakistan 
and ‘also perhaps it would have help¬ 
ed Kapil because both off us were 
helping each .other out there in 
the middle by constant discussion. 

However, Roger, who went in, 
cracked 15 runs in 17 minutes and 
Kapil once got seven runs when there 
was an overthrow off Raja’s bowling. 
So now Kapil has another lecord of 
sorts! And talking of sixers and 
sevens, immediately after I got out 
Imran bowVed a short one and Kapil 
hooked him flat into the fence belt- 
ween fine leg and square leg, an 
absolutely brealhiaking shot. At the 
end of the day’s play we were 575 
for V — a lead of a 103. 

On the rest day. the topic of dis¬ 
cussion was how many more runs we 
would be able to get. It was im¬ 
portant. of course, for Kapil to .stay 
I here because if he stayed at the 
wicket runs would come freely. 
Roger is also the type who r.an get 
his runs. 

APIl. WAS DENIED HIS CEN- 
lury on ihc fourth morning when 
Imran got him leg before for 84. He 
came into the dressing room and said 
that he had got a tickle. Jhat was 
unfortunate because Kapil looked set 
not only for a hundred but also 
vomethiug more. 1 suppose the 
crowd would also have enjoyed that. 
Karsan went in, had a wild swing at 
Qasim, which tyas totally uncalled 
for because in previous situations 
Karsan has really dug himself in and 
scored runs. 

Roger was playing well and be hit 
a beautiful six off Qasim and Doshi 
ramc up with another extra-cover 
drive off Imran Khan that raced to 
the fence like lightning. Dilip Doshi's 
hatting is something that people may 
laugh at but his seriousness about 
his batting is a thing to be admired. 
In spite of knowing his limitations as 
a batsman, the determination he 
shows in staying put and trying to 
help the team is really something 
praise-worthy. When Dilip was out to 
Imran fending off a short one for 
Miandad to take the catch running 
back at silly mid^n we had a lead of 
158 and with the wicket playing well 
and not showing any signs of wear 
and tear, the l^d was very handy. 
We could afford to use attacking 
fields for the Pakistani biitsmcn. 

Kapil got the first wicket When he 
had Sadiq caught low down by Roger 
Binny at guliy for a duck. In the . 
fallowing over ho had Mudassar tick? 
Hng a catch tp Vepgsajrkar at lef 



0 



slip. It was a good catch on the se¬ 
cond attempt because the ball was 
really travelling off a firm glance. 

That brought in Zaheer —* fac¬ 
ing a pair. Of the first bail he got 
off the mark flicking Kapil to deep 
fine-leg for two. He looked hesitant 
which is the sign of a man out of 
form. He was playing back to almost 
everything that was hurled at him 
and this meant that the famous front- 
fool driving was going to be curbed 
a great deal. Zaheer is, of course, 
most comfortable playing forward. 
He got two boundaries off Karsan— 
one past niid-off and one past cover. 

It was still apparent to all that he 
wasn't in good nick. Kapil got him 
again when he glanced the ball and 
Chauban came up with the catch at 
leg-slip. That brought in Javed 
Miandad. Right from the first ball, 
his determination to stay put and 
help the team was apparent. Majid, 
however, fell to a Ghavri delivery. 

We had two men on the fence, one 
at square-leg and one at deep fine- 
leg for the hook which Majid em¬ 
ploys. lie cannot resist a hook for too 
long time. He did that and only 
managed to top-edgo the ball to 
Saudtsep Pa til who look his first Test 
catch very comfortably. 

I'our down ior 3d-odd and still n 
long way to go before wiping i'<ut the 
lead—something we honesHy didn't 
expect to happen in Pakistan 

second innings. Full credit to Kapil 
and Karsan for the manner in which 
tliey attacked the balsmen. 


With the lop half of the batting 
gone it was left to Asif and Miandad 
to pull Pakistan out ot trouble, 1 
instructed Kapil to go around the 
wicket because both Javed and Asil 
were shuffling across so much that 
they were leaving their leg i»tump 
open, particularly Javed who has 
this habit of moving back and across, 
tiius leaving his leg stump exposed. 
And the move paid off when Asif 
tried to cut a ball which was outside 
his stumps and only nicked it to Kir- 
niani behind the wickets, 'that was 
a wicket which was very valuable 
because Asif Is the kind ulf player 
who can take the initiative out tif 
your hands. 

H ardly had we finished 

'celebrating' Asif's dismissal 
than we were brought to earth by 
Wasim Raja. He is one player who 
can play his shots irrespective of the 
situation. And he can keep the score* 
board moving. And that’s exactly 
what he did. Raja hit Ghavri in two* 
successive overs for 12 runs each, and 
all the strokes were of the highest 
class. Both Javed and Wasim looked 
like they were going to take the ini¬ 
tiative from US and take Pakistan 
past our first-innings lead of 158. But 
Doshi broke through when he hud 
Raja edging to Vishy. 


That wan a great relief 
Raja rei^ looking yeiy 




ous and Javed ^88 looking very de-! 
termiued. Imran came in and Javed 
then completed his 50 with a bound¬ 
ary off Roger and just when I was 
thinkiug of a double spin attack of 
Ghavri and Doshi fhe latter enticed 
Javed Miandad into playing a cut 
and the resultant catch was taken by 
Kirmaui. That really was the wicket 
we wanted because while Imran is 
capable of staying there but Javed 
is not only capable of staying but 
also goes for the runs. He is a big 
hundred man. He is not the type 
who would be satisfied with Just 
cros.sing the three-figure mark. 

Bari and linrati managed to stay 
on till end of the day’s play at 



Qasiin uproots Chavri'a viiddlestump 


which stage 20 runs were in Pakis¬ 
tan’s bag. with seven wickets down. 
It was obvious that we would have to 
light to get the tail out the next 
morning. 

E HAD KAPIL AND ROGER 
operating the next morning to 
start proceedings. Kapil because he 
was our main thrust and Roger be¬ 
cause we did not want the Pakistanis 
to have a go at spinner Doshi. Even 
if there was a mistimed four it would 
have still meant that many more runs 
to score. Bari is not particularly fond 
of the quicker atuii coming at him 
and so I think If was perhaps advisa-* 
btc to have, a ^ce attack from both 


ends. Just as it looked as ff getting 
the tail out would be really a diffi¬ 
cult task. Bari shuffled across to 
Kapil and was given out leg before. 

Though Imran and Q a s i m 
.stayed a long time, it was dear 
that victory would be delayed lut 
not denied. KapU, brought on for 
another spell, after the nrst drinks 
interval, got a short one up to Imran 
who hooked it high to olfep fine-leg 
and all of us had our hoarU in our 
mouths as DiMp Doshi got under it. 
Dilip is not one of our agile fielders 
—there is no lack of effort, though. 
He is always trying to Improve. He 
took the catch— very clegnhr at tflat. 
With Imran out of the way, it was 
just a question of when WO would 
start batting. And Kapil answered 
that by getting a yorkcr past Sikan- 
der Bakht to spreadeagle his middle 
stump. That gave Kapil a total haul 
of 11 wicket.s for the match—the 
first such effort by him. It was truly 
a great peiformance. 


The wicket did not afford much 
help except when the ball was new. 
Kapil kept on howling at a sustained 
pace and kept on moving the hall 
both ways, causing the batsmen a lot 
of cont'ern. His bowling effort had 
opened up the win for us and it was 
up to our batsmen to sec that there 
no panJe. 

Chetan started out confidently, hit¬ 
ting Sikandcr for nine runs in his 
first over. He was severe on Imran 
who overpitched and was driven to 
mid-on and cover and also square cut 
fiercely. He was the dominant part¬ 
ner and it looked as if he wanted to 
score all the required runs off his 
own blade. In fad, in the first 40 
runs his share was about 35. This 
was a change for viewers beca c 
Chetan is normally the type «vho 
waits for the loose delivery. Chetan 
did not, however, get carried away by 
his stroke-play and when the good 
ball came along he played with his 
head down, body behind, everything 
right. It was good to see him in 
such form. 

When we had scored 72 runs they 
brought on Sadiq to bowl and 
off the last ball of his over I hit the 
winning run for us to win the match 
and the series. 


It is perhaps easy to say that it 
was a team effort and of course there 
is no denying that it was so. But 
the one man who really made it 
possible and to whom I think the 
major credit must go is KapiL With 
his bowling in the second innings 
he really put ys in a position of 
winning. He was the one who got 
the top half of the Pakistan batting 
out and then, the next day, took all 
the three wickets. Also his batting. 
He took the initiative when I had 
got bogged down and with his attack¬ 
ing play, he took the initiative out of 
PaK&tam 
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From Pakistan 
with love 


A. G. KRIPAL SINGH 

INDIA ONE-UP IN THE 
w* svrics, Chcpauk was tingling with 
exaled anticipation; Pakistan were 
n^urally keen to even the series 
white ui<li<a obviously would resist 
o **^^*^P^* The announcement 
loat Sandeep Patil had been included 
Mid S^vlal Yadav dropped led to the 
logical inference' that India, in streng' 
thing their batting Ikie-up, were out 
to ensure the probabulity of Pakistan 
winning the Wlh Test was cliniinat- 
A look at the wicket showed 
that, unlike in the past, it was even 
ly. rolled out and was hard and pro- 
mised to be true: Grass was patchy 
but lack of moisture, thanks to over¬ 
night covers, led to this conclusion. 

• 

i^jf Iqbal won the toss and in a 
fuU day’s batting. Pakfetan scored 
^54 rens for the loss of seven wickets 
“>,®® overa.. The rate of scoring was 
r^aLvely brisk in the earlier sessions 
inere WM, however, a considerable 
^petuosity in the manner 
“Chased runs. 
Ultimately. Pakistan batsmen fritter¬ 
ed away the advantage of winning 
“•« «nd batting first on a good 
track by irreaponsJble batting. 

S^iq Mohammed, a ahulflei-, aecin- 
ed desperate In his haste to get 
runs. He was of course aided by 
wme indifferent opening spells by 
bowler* Majid Khan, who 
ficured 56 runs, Mtted with casual 
elegance while Javed Mianded (45) 
was bellijgmntlv anxious to hasten 
matters. The other recognised bats- 
do^f^ll*^ architects of their own 

BowLiig was largely in the hands 
of the three Indian seamers with the 
lone spinner. Dosbi, providing varie¬ 
tal relief. While the buwlcrs settled 
down to a steady fare, backed by 
kec-n gi-ound ticlding. the Pak bats- 
inen indulged in acts ot indiscretion, 
which led to their innings being 
ilii^ietd for 272 runs off 73 overs: 
Kapil captured four wickets, and 
Kirmani stood out With four catches 
behind the wicket to prove oue of the 
fundamentals of the gome that 
^ciKches made brings one nearer 
victoi-y'. 


W HILE THE OVEA-HATL: BY THK 
Indians was slow, that of the Faki^ 
tanis^ even slower, lliis along with an 
obvious policy of calculated caution, 
made the Indian first iniiings gene¬ 
rate a dournesa that otmld be patent¬ 
ed as a cure for iosonuiia. The 
restrained approach was such as to 
cause several {ndim batsmen to 
sucounb whM t|oy attempted to pull 


earlier bdlsmeii nnrcuit that he should 
stay put at all co&t, und his innings 
ot IGG I'uius, though slow by his own 
standard, was a triumph of oonoenira- 
ted application, an innings that was 
as re.sponsibly precious from the 
safety angle as it was an elevating 
landmark in the world ranking of 
century-makers. HLs restraining in- 
lluencc on his partners was visible, 
and clearly his 10C> runs association 
with Yashpal (46) plaoed India in a 
safe haven, in keeping with the over¬ 
all objective ot' preventing a Pak 

Will. 


I'he advent of Kapil brought about 
an enlivening of the proceedings. His 
imiings was literally electrifying. Us¬ 
ing his long reach, he played strokes 
all round the wicket. He must have 
learnt a great deal from his collea¬ 
gues: He cut like Vishy, flicked to 
the on-side like Sunny and drove and 
hooked as only Kapil cx>uld. His 84 
runs will be long remembei^ us a 
1 efresbing knock but with ^ tinge of 
sadness that a deserved oentury 
eluded him. 


in remaining unbeaten with a 
sparkling knock of 42. Roger Blnny 
conhrined hds potential as a future 
all-rounder for India. Debutante 
Putirs approach and mental make-up 
classihes him a good prospect for the 
future, and I am convince we shall 
hear a lot of these two youngetora 
for a long time. 





Imran Khan, with 5 for 114, was 
the only bowler who made the Pakis¬ 
tan attack woi'thy of its reputation. 
Notwithstanding the placidity of the 
wicket, Imran was able to bring up 
the bail sharply on occasions, Sikan- 
der Bakht is a willing trier, but he ia 
more the workhorse than the artist, 
that Imran is. Iqbal Qasim bowled a 
tight line until Kapil mauled his con¬ 
sistency out of Shape and it was at 
this stage that the tidy flelding of 
Pakistan fell apart. Asif ^baTs flekl 
placements were as effective as they 
were imaginative, but there were 
periods when he appeared to have 
lost control and allowed the game 
to drift. 

C HASING A LEAD OF 158 RUNS, 
Pakistan ran into trouble at the 
start itself. The wicket held no 
dangers—^in. fact, it was more docile 
—and I am sure no one, least of all 
Gavaskar, anticipated the fall of the 
first five wickets for only 58 runs. As 
in the first innings, the cream of the 
Pak batsman prematurely went for 
their strokes. It appeared as though 
the Pakistanis were unable to resist 
a baitor a challenge and impulsively 
played into the Indian hands. Kapil, 
m particular, directed himself at the 
individual and largely on-side dis¬ 
abilities of the batsmen, to secure 7 
for 56—a commendable performance. 
Defiant Miandad and a free-strcricing 
WasLm Raja, in a partnership of 89 
runs showed that the wicket was 
harmless and that potienoe could 
bring homo the gravy, Useful con* 
tributions from Imran and others 
took the score to 233 runs, and India 
had no difllculty in sooring 76 runs 
reculred to win the Test and the 
seiies. 

Looking at the match in hindsight, 
the Indian victory was not programm¬ 
ed. The policy was one of prevent¬ 
ing Pakistan from levelling the series 
at Madras, and the impumve manner 
in which the Pak batsmen got them¬ 
selves out twice in the match not 
only validated the soundness of the 
policy (though from the spectatoi 
angle, it was ennui), but also prq 
vided a bonus by way of a victory. 

Visiting India with a glorious batt¬ 
ing reputation, and starting off the 
first Test with a big score, the Pakis¬ 
tanis were indeed cock-a-hoop in 
their aspirations to win the series. 
When later matches proved that the 

cream of their batsmen oould not 
find their wonted form, a creeping 
depression seems to have set in to 
frustrate their morale that at 
Madras it was translated into indis¬ 
criminate and reckless stroke-making 
at the very start of each one’s in¬ 
nings. 

Indeed. Pakistan lost this match 
by their own efforts. Given the con¬ 
straints of an easy wicket, the bowlers 
had done reasonably well, but the 
batting victims were gift-wrapped for 
presentation and it is to the credit of 
Gavaskar and his team that they did 
not look, the ffiltJtcirsA. in flij> 



Our batting 
was pathetic 

ASIF IQBAL 


1st day r>OTH INDIA and 
Z. D Pakistan made one 
^ Ciianae in the teams 

I n. e that had played at 
9 I Kanpur. Shivlal Yadav 
M I was dropped to make 
n I way for Sandeep Patil 
who has been perform¬ 
ing exceptionally well in the domes¬ 
tic season. We brought in Imran in 
place of Ehtesham. It was sad to drop 
Ehtesham after his performance at 
Kanpur, but unfortunately there was¬ 
n’t any place for him. We selected 
Imran only after giving him a 
thorough fitness test. 

After losing the last two tosses 
I luckily won the toss here and after 
debating on what to do I deddv?d to 
bat. Knowing tliat the Madriis wicket 
takes turn and becomes slightly un¬ 
predictable after the third or fourth 
day, 1 thoughit that wo should make 
first use of the best wicket we had 
seen so far in this series. 

We started with Sadiq and Muda- 
ssar flicking and cutting fours of 
Ghavri and Kapil. 'Fhe first wicket 
fell to a spectacular ca<tch by Kir* 
mani when Mudassar flicked a ball 
from Kr«pil to leg. Majid joined 
Sadiq. It was a change in the batting 
order which we had successfully tri¬ 
ed at Gauhati where Majid had gone 
in at No. 3. Zaheer at No. 4 and 
Miandad at No. 5. This strategy had 
worked well for Majid, who had 
scored plenty of runs in that match. 

Both he and Sadiq looked* quite 
cxjmtoiiable against all the bowlers 
that Sunil tried but Kapil, switching 
over ironi the pavilion end to the 
Walla johi Road end, bowled one 
.slightly short of a length at Sadiq 
wno edged it, only to see Kimiani 
taking another marvellous catch. 

This brought Zaheer and Majid 
together. Zaheer had not been keep¬ 
ing well since Gauhaiti and was not 
really in the best of form. He played 
a bad shot to a ball wide of the off- 
stump giving a straight-forward 
catch to Kirmani, lliis kind of thing 
sometimes happens when a player is 
not in the best of health. 

Thii.s, Kirmani had contributed to 
all three dismissals before lunch. 
It was bad batting mixed with a 
little iikluck that had led to the fall 
of these wickets. The wicket was 
playing true although there wa 4 » a 
bit of bounce from the far end. Wo 
had scorixl fast in the first session 
but in the process lost more wickets 
than were necessary. 

After lunch Majid and Miandad 
jpjiliyqd with great cohcentraiiun 


wh.Le keeping the scoreboard mov- 
mg. It was good to see Majid taking 
quick singles. But when Gavaskar 
positioned two men on the fine-leg 
boundary and Kapil started bowling 
short-pitched deliveries Majid got 
into a bit of trouble. 

it is strange that although Majid 
has piayeo m every lest against 
inoia since last season hasn’t got a 
iifiy. loouy wnen he was 43 he hook¬ 
ed a shortish bail trom Kapil sitraight 
into tile niands of Yadav at mie leg 
but iucKiiy tor Majici and Pakistan, 
Yadav dropped it. u was only alter 
he parsed the 50 mark that he re- 
gdinL<i tus confidence. 

Majid then pushed Doshi into the 
rovers and took otf for a single. 
Mianaad, who aiways looks for runs, 
NLiu him back but it was too late. 
Kirmani followed the bail brilliantly 
and tnrew it back to the wicket-keep- 
vi s end where Chauhan dkt the rest. 


lUija dtives fluently off Bimy 



it was a sad biow tor Pakistan be 
cause 1 thought both the batsm«m - 
had the situation under control. 

It was interesting *to see Sunil 
bring Doshi on from one end know-, 
ing fully well that there was no 
otoer spinner to support him. 1 sup¬ 
pose it was basically to contain the 
batsmen. And it paid off as Doshi 
kept a very tidy length. 

I KNEW INAT MIANDAD AND 1 
I. would have to and lots of runs 
It i^aKiScLan were to acmievo the 400- 
run mark, in order to try and force 
a result in our favour. Juct before 
tea i was lucky to escape with an 
inside edge oft Doshi which went foi 
four When I had stepped out of my 
crease. Miandud and i were deter¬ 
mined that no further wickets 
should fali till the end of the day. 
Tnai was not to be as Miandad, soon 
alter tea, played to a shortish ball 
off Kapil and gave a siinpie catch to 
Dilip vengsarkair at gully. R was 
good bowling on the part of Kapil, 
who kept luring Miandad into giving 
a catch either to the slips or gully. 

Knowing the sort of form Raja is 
in, 1 mought he would be able to pull 
us out of deep waters. He got oft 
me mark witn a very handsome 
seraigm-drive for four. Kapil was 
bowling snort to him on the. leg 
stump witb two men on the tine leg 
boundary but Raja, who has- matured 
immensely since the stan of the 
tour, refused the bait. 1 was unable 
to adjust to the angle of Ghavri’s 
bowling when he replaced Kapil and 
in hLs nrst over he beat me thrice. 
In hLs ^cond over I went forward 
to a ball which was only angling and 
1 was caugiut behind. Once again, 
just as Pakistan looked to be getting 
on top, we had lost another wicket. 

Imran then joined Raja. Heix^a- 
bouts, 1 thought the ball was gain¬ 
ing uneven height and pace from 
the Wallajah Road end. Still, we 
were hoping for a long partnership . 
but Raja didn’t last long. He played 
a very lou.sy shot, although I agree 
ti,.at Doshi deserved a wicket, U was 
a bad shot and I think Raja realised 
that. Bari and Imran played out 
time. "Jbe latter came into his own 
when ho smashed three mdgnifiamt 
tours off Kapil. 

We linished at 254 for 7. The Indi¬ 
an bowling 'wus giood, especially tnat 
of Kapil and Kar^an wno got wickets 
even tnougii tnoy gave away a lot 
oi runs, i'ne neioiiig was clean and 
sharp. The unfortunate ihing was Uio 
tc.iiure of our batting. Zaheer didn’t 
look bis best and it is really sad tlial 
tu a bailing iine-up of our calibre, 
wiKch is one of the best in the worlds 
wc navent managed to produce a 
wortiiiwhiJe innings so far. 1 thought 
today there was a chance for a Ug 
toiai but no one capitalised on it. it 
is difficult for a side to win a match 
if the batsmen don’t perform well, 
since it puts treoi^dous pressure on 
tile bowlers. At the end of the day. 
we could only hope the remaiiiing 
bdtsmea would add $0-70 runs thiv 





I thought the game was cooducted 
very weli today. The wicket was 
goodi the out-held was very fast and 
the crowd was magnificent. It was 
good to play in front of a crowd 
which was so appreciative. Medium- 
pacers got slight movement and at 
the same time the bail was coming 
on to the bat. It would be interest¬ 
ing to see what would happen in the 
third and fourth innings, cspcdally 
since both India and Pakistan were 
plc-ving only one specialist spinner. 


2nd day 



THE NEW 
ball due in only 
7 or 8 overs, Sunil, as 
expected, started the 
day with a spinner and 
a medium-pacer: He 
gave Kapil a rest and 
used Ghavri from the 
Road end and Doshi from the Pavi¬ 
lion end. Imran and Bari looked in 
no trouble initially. In fact, Bari 
played a glorious cover^rive off 
Doshi for a four. But a little later, 
he tried to a fend off a rising deu- | 
very from Ghavri outside the off- 
stump and gave a catch to Binny. 

With Bari out, our hopes rested 
on Imran playing an attacking role 
and Qasim giving him the necessary 
support. But unfortunately when 
faring the last ball of an over from 
Doshi. Imran, in trying to keep the 
strike, forced a ball to Ghavri at 
backward point and tried to take a 
single. He was sent back by Iqbal 
Qasim but unfortunately couldn’t 
make his ground. 

This was one of the things I was 
dreading right from the start of the 
day’s play. In the brief chat I had 
with the two overnight batsmen and 
the other two to follow, I impressed 
on them that on this wicket, it would 
be really criminal to get run out. 
And that's why 1 wanted the boys to 
really concentrate and try and get 
some valuable runs. Unfortunately 
that was not to be. There were two 
run outs in this innings and I think 
that both of them were really un¬ 
necessary. One was Majid and the 
other was Imran. And both of them 
were really playing well before they 
were run out. 

Sikander Bakth Joined Iqbal, and 
the Pakistan innings terminated when 
Sikander flicked the ball to the leg 
trap where Vengsarkar took a beau¬ 
tiful catch low down to hia right 

Pakistan added only 18 runs this 
morning and India didn't even have 
to take the new ball I was hoping 
for a score of 300-plus but In order 
to give confidence to the boys. 1 
had to say: '^Look we*ve got the 
runs and now they have to match 
us*’, I thought that the wicket on 
the Wallajab Road end was ali^tly 
uneven on and outside the oif-atump. 
1 noticed yesterAsy that most of our 
hoys, while playing on the back-foot 
thmiiA the covers or cutHng, were 
not i^aUy tlniinf it well and the 
ban was g^iig.'hH{ha^ than expected 
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Zaheer is about to be caugM hy 
Chauhan (not in the picture) off 
Kapil for 15 

wrnu THIS IN MIND I STARTED 
VV with Imran from the Road end 
although he wasn’t happy with the 
run-up which* was uneven. Both he 
and Sikander bowled very well but 
it was Mudassar who struck the first 
blow by dismissing Chauhan. I am 
convinced that any batsman who 
stays around for 40 minutes without 
opening his account must be in bad 
nick. However, he was doing what 
was exjpected of him, seeing the new 
ball off and giving Sunil good sup¬ 
port. He was caught by Iqbal Qasim 
at third slip. 

With Sunil playing with |fuU con 
fldenoe, he was Joined by Dilip Veng 
sarkar and both of them looked 
pretty safe. We knew that if we 
wanted to get the Indians out cheap¬ 
ly we had to get Sunil out of the way. 
This is because while scoring runs he 
also sees to it that the man at the 
other end scores as well. Both of 
them played exceptionally well in the 
first hour after lunch. But Dilip, in 
trying to force a ball of the back- 
foot. couldn’t keep it low gave a 
catch to Mlandad at cover point. 

We had realised that there was no 
point in Over-attacking so 1 set a 
mid to contain the batsmen. I 
operated Qasim from one end and 
he pegged down VIshy, who is a 
great favourite here and who is 
known to get niiu on this wicket. 


Just before tea 1 had Majid bowl 
an over and there was loud appeal 
for a bat-and-pad catch against 
SuniL Miandad, who took the catch, 
was very confident but the appeal 
was turned down. 

Iqbal was disappo^inted when an 
appeal for leg before against Vishy 
was turned down. However, soon after 
tea be did manage to get the wicket 
of Vishy. I thought it was very 
sporting of Vishy to walk. Such in¬ 
stances are very rare in international 
cricket these days. And this gesture 
was really appreciated by all of us on 
the field. 

Sandeep Patil walked in at No. 5, 
the usual place of YasbpaL He 
started confidently and powerfully 
driving both Sikander and Imran, but 
once again it was the uneven height 
of a shortish ball outside the off- 
stump which gave Miandad another 
catch—^this time off Sikander. It 
was a very good piece of fielding by 
laved. 

With four wickets down we were 
back in the game and at close of play 
$unil was not out with 92 and 
Yashpal Sharma not out. At one 
stage it looked as if we were struggl¬ 
ing with the Indian batsmen in com¬ 
plete control But our constant 
attacking outside the off-sump and 
the nagging line of Iqbal Qasim paid 
dividends. 

Sunil was still there with Yashpal 
and I could only hope that we would 
be able to contain them...hopefully 
we would be able to force a result as 
batting on this strip on the fifth day 
would not be an easy task. 1 thought 
Sunil batted marvellously and with 
great concentration. If only some of 
our batsmen, could have done that! 
Even though our batting failed miser¬ 
ably our bowling had made odequate 
amends. 

OEING THE THIRD 

wicket was mowed and 
it looked even better 
than it did on the first 
two days. It looked full 
of runs and I knew 
that we were in for 
a very long day, especially since 
Sunil was still there and batsmen 
like Yashpal, Kirmani, Binny and 
Kapil were to follow, all of whom 
could give the necessary support to 
Sunil. We decided that since there 
were about 14 overs to go before wr 
could claim the new ball we had to 
try and get an early breakthrough. 

I thus decided to operate |M>th 
Imran and Sikander and if this didn’t 
hear fruit, we'd try and bowl our 
uvers at a faster rate with our 
spinners so that the new ball could 
he taken quickly. 

Both Sunil and Yashpal had no¬ 
trouble whatsoever in playing what¬ 
ever was thrown at them. I was 
quite keen to have Imran bowling 
from the far end (Road end) instead 
of the pavilion end which he chose 






statistics 


A t MAD»ASi ASIF IQBAI. and: : 

Gusttdplw'Vishwanam «qua^ 
led ttqs record m maxlmuiw a^, 
:pearaii«ea th«ir couqmcs, 

W6H& AW.lAWftd bis 67th lUest 
iia Inikittatn - ctnulaUim \ Muahwq^ j 
MohimiiMd'a feat, . VishwafflaUb .; 
ViMM Itist BpjM:arance«. cquaHw ,^ 
rqcoid. ' Vish\aahatb's 67^..: 
Tests includes 63 cdnscduttvc • a(v<j 
’ pdarances. ' ' '■ '.r.-,. 

SYED KIRMANI, BY HOLWNO'-j 
I'aur spcciaculap, catcher id , 
hirst uminAs. enuatlod his owh re- ;,< 
curd aitd tbat t>f Nai'eu iiThsahane 
and Budhi Kuodera^ itf dismisttinaf ^ 
four batsmen belh^.tAd stumps^ ■ 
in an idnine agatpst: Pakistan. ‘ 
Kinuoni had earlier disitiisSed fuwr ' 
bat5m<m -- all bjr catAes -r at 
Delhi and by i;e|>«aDi>g 4t bg emu¬ 
lated .Kunderaa’s leal m Madras hf 
1960-61. Kirmadi's haul now stands 
at 19 — 19 edtebes and two stump: 
kigs in ftyc Tests, Tbis is ,a record 
nuntber, of vidims by a wicket¬ 
keeper, in a series against; Pakistm. 
He now has . 23 v*cunw ~ 21. 
catches and two'’slumpingii to 
. eight Teats agatost Paklsfanvtiiitaich 
is an hnproyemeiit on Tamkaae's 
22 (1$ catches and seven 'StotnP- 
togs to seven' Test versus Pakter 
tan.) J, 

WHEN DILIP VENGSARKAK 
tot the tirst scormg strtota >— a 
boundary — on tbu second d^ <>1 
the match, he crossed the Z000-. 
run mark to Tests. He joined the 
select band of 13 Indian cricketers. 
ti> have scored over 2000 runs to 
Tests. Veugsarksr had played 36 
Tests to reach the nulestunc. 

, GAVASKAR’S MAIDEN TEST 
century at Ctonpauk was a land-., 
marK for several reasohsi/-It was 
tos 23rd lest ceiiiury to .pl Tests. . 
lie wiU now have to break the 
records of Gary Sobofs (26 evafu- . 
ries m 93 TesG> and Don Brahman 
(29 centuries in 62 Tests). 

THIS WAS ALSO GAVASKAR’S 
highest score at ChepauK, . HD 
previous best was 6u against' Ufa 
Australians last Sepieraber. Galas' 
kar urst overnaukd Polly Untri- 
gar’s highest score at Cbepank and 
then-surpassed Allan Border’s 162. 
wlucb the batsman made tast SOp^' .' 
tefflber. Gavaskar is now' the 
highest scorer with 166.ruas at 
Cuepauk. 

GAVASKAR ALSO StUBPASSBD 
hto ovto top score against Pakistan. . 
He had made lav at Karachi lost . 
seasoh. 

BY BATTING FOR 591 Mi¬ 
nutes for his lb6 runs, GavaiUtarhas 
played the longest 'feid innings lor ; 
inoia, imprqviag upon- V.aoo Mga- 
. kah’s 52b4ninute . innthgs' played ; 
for tos 231 agaii|sk New 2eaiaM .. 
at Madras.Cat HhhAtvrhlddltimi' to'’ 
'1855^ .and.. DillPjO^ngsufkar’s. 


62:i-to.attte ioatogs played in Delhi 
. earlier to this ser,es for ids uu- 
peatea knock of HU, 

MAJID KUAN (56) IN BE ITKR- 
tod tos highest score against India 
•-.be had made 47 at Faisalabod 
- registered the first half-century 
to. eifpit Tests egatost India, 

IMRAN KUAN, WHO NEEDED 
just two wickets .to reach the coyc- 
. ted figure of hundred Test wickctsi 
(.detoeved the feat when he dDmis- 
toid Kirmani. He ranks .fourth 
, among the hundred wicket-takers 
for Pakistan, who are. as'follows : 
.Fasal Mahmood (139 wickets to 34 
Tests), intlkbab Atom (125 wickets 
in 47 Tests), Sarfraa Nawaz (120 
Prickets to 34 Tests) and Imran 
Knan' (103 wickets in 26 Tesu). 

IMRAN KHAN CAPTURED 
five Wickets to an innings for the 
sixth time to tos career and to the 
process improved upon tos own 
oeto bowling performance against 
intLa of 4 tor 53 made at Banga¬ 
lore by Us Sew feat of 5 for 114. 

- KAPIL DEV, FOR THE SIXTH 
time, dlsmiseed over five batsmen 
in an innings to 24 Tests that he 
played to succession. HD tally of 
7 for 56 to an innings add match 
analysis of 11 for 146 are Us care¬ 
er-best bowitog figures, HD aggre¬ 
gate of wickets now falls just two 
short of JOO. 

^ AMONG THE 'mREE FASl 
bowlers who have performed the 
feat of capturing seven wlcketo to 
an tontogs, fCapfl Dev ranks first. 
In the Inaugural Test at Madras 
Mainst Englaiid in 1833 34 Amar 
Suisb had a haul of 7 for 86 and 
to the very hear match at Madras, 

S attu Fhadkar captured seven 
'est Indian wickets for -159 runs 
to 1948-4R 

-I^IL pEV AGGREGATED 30 
W.ckets to flvp Tests of the series 
tf** to thp process hvechauled V. 
Mshkad’s.' 'record of diaximum 
mckeD to ah todo-Pak series. 
Mankad bad taken 25 wickets for 
514 runs at 20.56 ki tour TesD of 
the 1952-53 series. Kapil also 
overhauled tos own previous best 
of 28 wickets for 026 runs at 22.35 
to the six-Tcst series against Aus- 
^Ua in tbc current season. 
Thirty wiCkets for 452 runs at 
15.06 D hD best bowling perfor- 
.toanco in a secies. 

GAVASKAR. BY ADDING 29 
runs to tos first tohlngs score of 
166 (a. total of 470 runs in five 
Tests), -first' bettered hD own 
higbest of 447 in the series to 
BakDtan last year and with the 
.rPns scored in both the series, he 
made 917 rtins to eight ’I’ests 
against. PaktstohD. thereto^ putting 
in shade Polly- Umrigars oggre- 
mito of fill ntito mgde,to’the first 
15 TVstii pla^ ageWj ^PkDjtoS!. .. 


$tlDHIR VAIDVa 
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Imran said hv was unhuppy withthi* 
run-up at the far end but 1 was con¬ 
vinced that the wicket had a slight 
imeven bounce on that end aad it 
would have helped Imran more. But 
he was happy with his run-up from 
the pavilion end and he really bowled 
a good line and length. So did 
Sikander Bakht from the far end. 
They kept the scoring rate down. Both 
the batsmen were beaten once or 
twice but apart from that they ddn*t 
really have much difficulty. 

Sunil reached his first century ot 
the series (and, I believe, tbe 23rd ot 
liis career) when he ondrove Baklit 
for two. It was a masterly innings. 
He had showed all of us quite a few 
lessons in determination and concen- 
1 ration. Coi.gratulations to him. lie 
leally deserved his century because 
he really played a captain’s knock. 

Soou afterwards, I brought Majid 
and Iqbal in to accelerate the over 
rate and claim the new ball. Sunil 
hit Majid for a six over iiiid-wicket 
and Yashpai also atartqd signs of 
aggression but as soon as we took the 
now ball, till’ scoring rate fell. B> 
lunch India had managed to score 
only (30-udd runs. 1 thought the 
run ot play had gone as wc wanted ii 
to, even thougn we would’ve been 
happier with a couple of wickets. 

After lunch neither Sunil nor 
Yashpal looked in any hurry to gel 
inns. But they seemed set tor a hig 
score. Yashpal was playing very well 
but he had a sudden rush of blood 
when he tried to attack Qasim, played 
across the line of tbe ball, missed it 
and was bowled. Iqbal deserved the 
wicket as he had kept one end pegged 
down wiih his left aim spin, 'ifabupal 
placed a good knock for his side : he 
hung armind and didn't take loo 
many chances, lie was a bit lucky 
earlier on when ho nicked one from 
Sikander outside the off-stump but 
the ball failed to carry. 

With his departure we saw Kii- 
maiii joining Sunil. 1 was very sur- 
piised nut to scie Roger Biiiiiy 
roine in as I think Roger is a useful 
striker of the ball. Kirmani has 
played useful knocks for India but 
luckily for us, as soon as linran was 
brought in he had Kirmani’s olf 
slump uprooted. This was the 
wicket which gave linraii his iOOIh 
.-scalp for which we were all delight¬ 
ed. He really had to wait for tiii.s 
wifkei for a long lime because ol' 
hi.s injury earlier. The arrival of 
Kapil Dev brought much delight to 
the 50,000'odd spectators in the 
stadium. 1 knew that with his arrival 
somethiug was going to happen. He 
is a very fine striker of the ball. 

On my last visit to India, 1 remem¬ 
ber saying that 1 didn’t know how 
long he would last as a bowler but 
then I. thought that lie was a. very 
useful butsnian. Unfortunately for 
Pakistan, his baiting came good and 
he played a glorious innings for 
India. showed {that sh^ r«tgH. 




£res$joa the tenipu o;t the garnet 
could be changed. 

Wc did jnanage tu gel Sunil oul 
for 166 after he had steered india 
to a very comfortable position. Alter 
that Roger Bmny and Kapil launched 
an onslaught on the bowling and at 
close of play India were 100- 
odd runs ahead with three wickets 
ill hand. 

’lomorrow being the day of rest* 1 
could only hope that our bowlers 
would take advantage of the break 
and come back fresh on the fourth 
day. And that our fielders also would 
be fresh. This would help us to get 
the Indian batsmen out and also 
help us to get a big score. The 
wicket looked very good for batting 
and as proved by the Indian batsmen, 
one could get them il one stuck 
around and chose the right bail to 
hit. Wc have got too many batsmen 
who love playing their shots but 1 
think if they play the right shots to 
the right ball they arc capable ut 
getting runs, 

I thought it would be very diffi 
cult to get a result in our favour but 
( thought it would be nice to get 
some batting practice with the hope 
ot squaring the scries at Calcutta. 
The day belonged to the Indian bats¬ 
men thankh to a magniticenl century 
by Sunil and the bhisting mniiigs by 
Kapil. His best shot was a nook for 
«jix off Imran. I think lyjth these bow¬ 
lers love batting against each other. 
On the first day vvhe n Kapil was 
bowling to Imran, Tniian hit him iToi 
t|ir(‘e successive bouiidaiios in one 
over but today Kapil had his re¬ 
venge. 


On a wicket which didaT give iis 
much help, Miidassar bowled gallant¬ 
ly and was unlucky not to have 
YashpaTs wicket when he got an 
edge but Sadiq was .slow to react. 
Iqbal was tidy in his own style. Sikan 
fler was the unlucky one because he 
did bowl oil the olf-stump where the 
hoiino^ was uneven but Sunil play<Ml 
him inasterlully. 

4th day do hap- 

1^1 pen. It has 

happened in the past 
when all seemed lost 
and tail-enders scored 
enough runs to steer 
their sidt^ out of 
trouble. But judging 
by today’s pciiormance, the way 

India batted, bowled and fielded they 
dcvVcrvc to be the winners of this 
Test match. 

laspitc of winning the toss and 
making use of a perfect batting 
wicket, we did not really bat the 
way we should have. As 1 said ear¬ 
lier, we could have learned a lot 

from India’s batting particularly that 
of Sunil, Yashpal, Kapil and Biuny. 



The day started with Roger and 
Kapil looking for runs. Wc. started 
wRit Imran and Sik^cr. They 
didn't give the batsfnen much trouble 
except ope^ wjiK?® IMpil, going for 



The end of VYosim Rcja—caught by Vishwanaih off Doski Rajal scored 
an electrifying 57 in only 66 batts. 


and cut into the hands of Iqbal 
Qasim but the catch was spilt. 
Luckily it was not a costly lapse as 
Kapd was adjudged leg before to 
Imran in his next over, 

Kapil played a magnificent knock. 
A player of Kapd^s calibre coming 
in at No. 8 is a great bonus to any 
team. His innings was really superb. 
He timed the ball except ion ally well 
against both scamers and spinners. 

After the exit of Kapil, Qasim had 
instant success when he bowled 
Ghavri when the latter tried to force 
the pace. He played across the line 
and bis middle stump was uprooted. 
With two w-ckets gone, wc thought 
we could restrict India from any tur 
ther progoess. With the arrival of 
Doshi 1 could see Imran, insptlte of 
the fact that he had bowled unchang 
cd for almost an hour, looking keen 
and fresh to have a go at him. But 
before imran hnally got Doshi with a 
short one, Roger played some glori¬ 
ous shots off Iqbal — one was a tow- 
cr.ng six to the on Kside — and both 
of them managed to add another 20 
runs before Imran got rid of Doshi. 

Wc started our innings 1S8 run.s 
behind and 1 knew that the way the 
wicket was playing without giving 
trouble, we were in with a great 
chance oi saving the match. I thought 
we would have no difficulty whatso¬ 
ever. We bad about 40 minutes bat- 
^ire luhch but gs hc^ bben thi^ 


Story so tar on this tour, wc got no 
start at all. Sadiq, playing forward 
to a bull which was moving away 
from him, gave a difficult catch to 
Roger B.nny at gully, which ho took 
diving forward. 

With one wicket down for one run. 
we wore in trouble straigbtawa.Yi 
Majid jo.ned Mudassar but the 
Indians got rid of Mudassar as well 
before lundk They got him out to 
a good plan. As they liad got him 
out a couple of times before in the 
leg sl.p p(xsition, it Was sensible keep 
ing a fielder there and bowling on his 
legs. And Mudassar trying to flick, 
was out to the same shot which be 
played in tlie first innings. With two 
wickets down wc were back on the 
defensive but with the wicket playing 
so true, I had no doubt that our 
batsmen would be able to cope. 

Zaheer was on a pair, but played 
pretty confidently. He managed to 
get olf the mark with a a>mfortablo 
two on the on side. Both Majid and 
Zaheer definitely looked comfortabje 
and were playing pretty well. 

Soon after lundi the story was 
totally different. What happened was 
something I am rot prepor^ to be¬ 
lieve can happen n real life. 

tn five Test matches that we’ve 
played so far not ope of our batsmen 
apart from Mudassar have scored a 
oimturyv , Not only this but the. way 









they have batted and the way they 
have played is just unbelievable. I 
thought that our batting, definitely 
on this wicket at least, would be able 
to face the Indians confidently. But 
strangely that was not to be. 

I also thought Sunil's captaincy 
was brilliant. He not only handled 
bis bowling well but his field pladngs 
also were quite immaculate and cre¬ 
dit must be given to his bowlers who 
not only bowled a tidy line and 
length, but also bowled according to 
their field. It was in this fashion 
that they got rid of Zahecr. 

Zaheer was dismissed in the same 
fashion as Mudassar but the surpris-^ 
ing dismissal was that of Majid. The 
Indians placed two fielders on tho 
boundary and bowled bouncers at 
him. I was horrified to see Majid 
hooking the ball straight into the 
hands of the waiting Sandeep Patil. 
Certainly you don’t make this kind ol 
mistake repeatedly. Majid did this 
fn the first innings but was lucky tq 
be dropped off Kapil by substitu^te 
fielder Shdvlal Yadav. 

Four wickets down and not many 
runs on the board, is definitely a 
very distressing situation for any cap¬ 
tain. But thars what K^aptains are 
for — to cope with sltuatians like 
these. I went out and 1 hung around 
for some time without really getting 
my eye in or my feet working. With 
Miandad batting with great determi¬ 
nation. I was hoping that Td hang 
around to sec the ball getting softer 
so that wc could get Pakistan out of 
trouble. 

Kapil bowling from round the 
wicket bad me in trouble straight¬ 
away by moving one slightly away 
from me. But 1 think it was more 
the bounce than the movement that 
really caught me unawares. Again as 
It happened to the rest of the team, 
1 vvent out to a lousy looking shot 
which I shouldn’t have tried consider¬ 
ing the position we were In. All the 
five batsmen who had got out were 
all caught playing their shots — 
something I am not able to under¬ 
stand. We all went for our strokes 
and were out unnecessarily playing 
stupid shots. 

R^a in usually aggressive 
lashion, scored brisk runs wnich ob* 
musly helped, but at the same 
time we dkhrt really ne^ those runs 
then. We wanted somebody to stay 
there to hang around. Baia and 
Miandad stayed there till after tea 
and both were moving pretty fast. 
As it happened there was once again 
a fine partnership which was br<^en 
just when the batsmen were settling 
down. 

After the partnership had added 89 
runs. Raja, who had played some 
glorious shots, got out to a ball which 
wasn’t there to he hit or cut. He 
gave a simple catch to Vishwanatk at 
slip in the processi of tiding to do so. 
Miandad after passing bis SO, did a 
similar thing and played an unneces¬ 


sary sihot to a ball with did nothing 
except pitch up to him. I thought 
that with Miandad staying with Im¬ 
ran; probably wc had a very good 
chance of seeing the whole day 
through But that was not to be and 
we lost two vital wickets after 
Bari joined Imran and they both 
played out time. 

r [E FINAL DAY, 
like most other 
days in this particular 
Test match went verv 
much the Indian wav. 
Wc had Imran and Rari 
facing an uphill .task 
in trying to save this 
match with Iqbal Qasim and Sikan- 
dcr Dakht to follow. India, on the 
other hand, only had to get rid of 
one of the overnight batsmen, 

Sunil started with Kapil from the 
far end and had Binny from the 
pavilion end. I was quite surprised 
to see Roger bowling from the 
pavilion end as I thought Sunil 
would probably give Karsan Ghavri 
a go. Obviously he had other plans 
in mind. 

Kapil had Bari trapped leg before 
and With that wicket gone, obviously 
Pakistan were struggling. But with 
Imran there was still some hope, 
knowing the fluctuations of the 
game. 


Two people in thas innings deser¬ 
ved mention. One is Sum! Gavaskar 
whose shrewd captaincy had the 
baitsjuen psyched out. He placed 
helders where the Pakistani bats¬ 
men were vulnerable and he got 
those nicks and edges which were 
gratefully accepted by the fielder 
waiting there. The other Indian was 
Kapil himself. He did a magnificent 
job by taking those seven wickets. 

Dilip Doshi from one end continu¬ 
ed to give support as a stock bowler. 
He also, I thought, did a wonderful 
job of it. He got the two prize 
scalps of Raja and Miandad. These 
were more valuable because they 
came at a time when it looked as if 
they would get Pakistan the neces¬ 
sary runs. 

Altogether the Indian fielding was 
very good and when Pakistan were 
bowled out. India ue^ed 76 runs to 
win. They had all the time in the 
world to score those runs. They 
achieved this without losing a single 
wicket. Sunil and Ghetan got them 
in handsome fashion. 

Chetan who had been having a 
ternbie time in the series so far, 
got some oonsolaition by scoring 46 
runs but it was Sunil who hit the 
winning stroke off Sadiq whom 1 
brought on to close the proceedings. 


5th day 



Dqbal Qasim who has a great re¬ 
putation for banamg around, was, 
we thought, capable of giving the 
necessary support to Imran. Both of 
them played very sensibly. In spite 
of Sunil giving away a single in 
the very first ball to Imran to have a 
go at Iqbal, the batsmen still took 
tneir singles and Iqbal stayed there 
playing correctly. Also, he didn't 
hesitate to play his shots. 

In fact, he made the batsmen sit¬ 
ting in the pavilion look quite stupid 
by the way he batted. The partnership 
was just gathering momentum and 
neither of them was in danger, 
when, once again, after having a rest 
of two or three overs, Kapil was 
brought back and once again proved 
the chief destroyer of Pakistan. He 
ot the prize wicket of Inrnan when 
e bowled a shortish ball to which 
Imran got caught in two minds. 
Eventually he pulled without getting 
Into position, got a top edge and the 
ball safely landed in the hands of 
Dilip Doshi at deep fine-leg. 

With him gone, obviously the 
match was all over as far as our 
batting was concerned. And Sikan- 
der soon followed, once again to 
Kapil Dev, when he tried to force a 
full toss across the line and bad his 
middle stump uprooted. 

As I have said all along, our bat¬ 
ting was pathetic, but I must not 
forget to say that there was some 
magnincent bowling by Kapil on a 
wicket which did not give as much 
assistance to Kapil as his figures 
show. He bowled an immaculate line 
and length and foroed ail the bats¬ 
men into errors. 


npHE MATCH WAS PLAYED IN 
A excellent spirit and was conduc¬ 
ted very well by the umpires. It was 
really a magniticent ciowd on all 
five days. They gave tremendous 
support to cricket hrst and then of 
course to the respective teams. I felt 
that if the Fak^tani batsmen—espe¬ 
cially in the second innings — had 
applied themselves a little more, 
we wouldn’t have lost this Test 
and the series would have been wide 
open. 

Now that the series has been de¬ 
cided. we will go to Calcutta with 
the intention of regaining some 
pFide out of this Teat series. 1 
know that it is a difficult task but 
« I only hope that I as a captain 
manage to give a boost to the morale 
of the boys. 

1 still maintain that our batting 
has great potential but has not play¬ 
ed to its full potential* And the rea¬ 
sons. whatever they may bOt I’ve 
been unable to analyse other dum 
saying that the chid cause of our 
losing these two Tests and this seri¬ 
es was our poor batting. 

Congratulations to Sunil. 1 think a 
word or two about the difference 
that has come about in the team 
that came to Pakistan and the pre¬ 
sent team shouldn't be out of place. 
The team which came to Pakistan 
definitely did not look like a win¬ 
ning side. What Sunil has achieved 
in this one year of captaincy has 
proved vital for India. He has 
moulded this side into a winning 
combination. The Indian team.is 
young and they have some magnilK 
cent qrickeftors, * 




Sixleliphts 




^ r<mfvM t( 

«kles DiMitgtir dr 
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AN HOim HEFOilE tHB CLOSE 
of play oo the «e«ofU| to, 6«vao 
kar was in the eighto Ei^ecttld 
him to complete bb tohuy aaa 
anticipating the poulbdity of Ians 
invading the gionod g group of 
helmeted ptdioemea weie unlisted 
to reinforce the already Veil 
guarded', barbed-wired double 
fence around the pitting area. Etit 
the policemen were unenqtood 
until the nett morning, titoi 
Gavaskar otMirove Ealdii tO readh 
three-figure maifc^ 

DESPITE ALL THE Am TlOHT 
security {which would prohabty 
compare favourably wltll that of 
the wrlin Wall), one fan atanaged 
to hoodwink the oopa, ran across 
the ground and presented a amali 
packet -to the Indian skipper. The 
contents of the packet was not 
known bat rumour had it that the 
spectators in the B Stand pasaed a 
hat around for oontiibutioo,. From 
the Press Bov, it looked like a 
toffee though if you ask nm, to 
tan in ouestkMi deserved a toffee 
lor hermes as nuidi as Gavaskar 
did. 




a£ 5 ys«*S?Eir* 

«i*.3 BMar tonMur, 



ttt have a remarkable pentiiast to 
aA' ometos* a Veeje before to 
of a Tftk match. Bit tangle 
'Wjl^ to itotogtobors was just 
. ,to W to v^bare unoeceastry 
Mpeniynatiah kd to iQ fii^nga. 
Cm of the news agencies had to 
alt but go jdOtm oo its knees be¬ 
fore pumf gtodtoad permission to 
instal its own htomter in to 
gtond ImHI, tbo nxcute trotted 
out ; aynUam," (in a 

stadfum tot to hottse over SO,OOQ 
humana ft f toe?). One Press 
pbotogrfptker tomg) was doled 
out a toto tot to fervicea of 


jggwjsg 

MpitfiH Bmn eg to Qfim mnii thrown out of the 
feato, llto Frets Eof mm he came to meet 
liiiltoi^tot %<tontotolto to deliver the 
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BINNY FABRICS ^ BINNY PABR 


GUESS WHKH PLAYEB’S 
name figured most pramlnmttly to j 
the giant sooreboard? 'Bmiy'. 
While all other players bad to he 
cooient with one mention of thek 
nume, Binny, more by dianoe than 
by design, had his name mention¬ 
ed thrice. In nuto you Ore wonder¬ 
ing how and why. It was this 
advertisement of a leading teatile 
manufacturer which ran across the 
bottom of the somreboard. Cto pic) 
As someone fointod, with so much 
punning of criomt forgon to pro¬ 
mote products, ifoader why the 
advertisers conosrae^ didn't come 
up withr«-Btony; The aB.rounder 
labfici 

’ And tJiUtfatg el edvartiSttlictaUk 


Chepmtk s norahni to vkh Bimm fobricft edoertiseinent below 


THE FAdUTn^ AOOtHlOED 
to Press photogriitoers in the 
booptfas (after their Be300) 

left sometUng to hd desired~*‘the 
^rwmoi^^S^bttlt ^dpvm their 

their hadls aad toir iUm.^^cn 
one of to photawrantors drew tho 
atteatioh oTto^rNCA offkial in 
charge or to Ptoa> kir Bangadn- 


to to Intt^ 

K b mlanto 
gdhtol^ 
of Mmpto.ito 




ned, hi an na¬ 
ttily to do any- 
to fraying 

to- Within n 






While one agrees that the 
otficidl in questkm must have 
been quite harassed at times (with 
sections of Pressmen making 
demands fur tidtets for their in¬ 
laws and allied kith and kin), one 
leels that the TNCA should entrust 
Press liaison work to a more own- 
petent person. 

WILL THE TNCA PLEASE 
note that there is no such thing 
as “rowing” photographers? Dur- 
4ng to last Test here it was point- 
« out that aon-l>oott» cameramen 
Were called 'roving' photographers 
and to mistake was repeated this 
toA Hence to 'row' with photo- 
gl'fPh***. 
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Profile 


Imran; I 
live for the 
moment 

WAS 15 YEARS OLD AT ITIAI 

t«mc ano dionM witu a lew 
frieiKi^ wa& on a cfniivor. we had to 
cross the river Ravi a levy mnes oit 
Lanure. Ac toe poioc ot crossina the 
water was not very deep, wuen all ot 
a stiaden a smad ciocotiiic leapt up 
ana tKlore i Knew anytluuM tne 
aiLmal tiad niY eioow in its nious.h 
My tnenas healing theoommotiun 
came to niy rescue. Ihey siaitcd 
beating the crocodile wkh sticks. 
Luckily Kt was a small crocodue and 
was easily overcome. Hut ail the 
same 1 was stuck with those scars, 
near my idt elbow lor the rest of 
my life ” 

lliis was Imran Khan Niazi reiating 
an mcideat that is etched deeply on 
his mind. Besides tiuis. Imran oamc 
across in the mcerview as a man ot 
above average intelLgeacc. All this 
gismour taiK and sex^eymboi image 
tends to distort the man’s real per¬ 
sonality. immy is very strong in his 
Gonvicuons and oonsequentiy very 
out-spoken. 

have always been tall. But as 
a 16-ycaiM>ld boy I was very serious 
about my batting. I even aspired to 
play for my country as a batsman 
which would give you some idea ot 
how good i was/’ Imran recollects. 
‘’But then 1 examined the sduatiou 
and came to tiie conclusion that 
Pakistan have always been short ot 
bowlers. 1 bgured jt would be easier 
to make the tcum as a bowler rather 
than a batsman. ,ln tact our batting 
was so rich that it became ernbanass- 
mg whom to leave out. That’s when 
1 made my compromise and decided 
to be a t«.st bowler." 

CooMniung lus story, (miny said, 
‘in iUii, 1 was me second nigiicst 
wicket-iaKer in <k»mcs»bc criucet 1 
was seiecied lor uie hngU:>a tour 
My lesL acbut there was a total dis- 
oMer. 1 was used rather snahhuv by 
my captain inUKaab Aiam. 1 am sure 
i would have doiie much heticr under 
a better captain. Ihis deprcs&ed and 
da»iilusioncd me, i was disgusted. As 
Jt IS, earner on, some senior playcis 
hod reseated my presence in the 
team as they allcgM that I was m 
the team purely as a result oi my 
links with Javed Burke and Maj d 
Khan. Ihe former was a naLonal 
seh'ctor while the latter was a senior i 
member ol the team. Both are hrst 
cousins to me." 

"These two inddeats kft a s<w 


taste m my mouth. And though mv 
coniidenkC in myself was shattered, 
in a wav it provt^ a blessjig m dis¬ 
guise It*made me tough. It made 
me doteiiimied to prove that I was 
much blotter than what people 
thought 1 was. Spurred on by this 1 
enlisted iiiysi^lf wJth Oxford Umver- 
sity " 

Suddenly one notlLcd Imran’s face 
light up and ho ^^id• “This cl-d me a 
ot good 1 improved by leaps and 
bounds because English County cric¬ 
ket Is very hard 1 was totally ex¬ 
posed to such an atmosphere. Here 
the condilion^ were so different^ from 
what they were back home that a 
bowlei had to make a lot of 
adiustmcnt In England the ball 
scams because there is grass on the 
wkket Vou play a lot of cricket and 
the standard of the i^ame is so high 
you are always learning something.” 

laJkmg about one of the distmct 
changes he made m his bowung 
style, the handsome Pathan said. 
“Previously 1 had what you call a 
‘slinger acuon’ —- the kind Jeff 
Thomson bowls. One day John Par¬ 
ker of New Zealand sugge^ed that 
1 should slightly change my bowl- 


Irman Khan—wantgd to he a bats 
rnan, turned out to be a quickie 



ing action. 'IhiS meant that what 1 
would lose in terms of speed I ^ 
would gam in terms of ac.uracy. 
Believe me it paid rich dividend^. 
And hey presto, I was a much hp- 
pcoved fast bowler.” 

Imran continued. “While 1 was 
Oxford the concept of professional 
cricket didn’t exist. No one piaved 
full time. So in mv second year at 
Oxford 1 experimented by playing 
half the season for the University 
and the other half for Worcester. 1 
became a pemranent hxture ui the 
Pakistan team in 1974 Three years 
later I swKched from Worocstcrsbire 
to Sussex.” 

'pHAT RANG A BELL. DIDN’T 
A tnis switching CounUes business 
create a lot ot coniroveisy VvaLsk he 
not a cused ot being a mercenarv? 
Was He noc accused ot duemng 
WorcesLur/ imran shot back. it 
was very simple 1 don i know why 
peopie coulan t understand the 
swuch. A^ far as 1 am coacumed 1 
Lke lo enjoy my cricket, which 1 
was not doing at Worcester. Besides 
Sussex were a young side in compari¬ 
son to the oldies in WorceVter- 
shirec Moreover Sussex was closer 
to London be cuse of whicii 1 could 
go on hoLdavs more often Mom y 
was not the reason for switching 
Counties, Why. I even had offers 
from M.ddlesex and Lancashire too 
Sussex were paying me less than 
even Worcester but vet 1 decided to 
go over simply because 1 Lke to 
enjoy mv cricket. 

“And because of this episode the 
TCUi banOiXl mo from playing 
County cricket. More than mo it was 
the Sussex ofticxais who were upset 
Tiiey fell I was being victimised. 
Sussex Lied a cese against the 
TCCB and won it. 1 was thus abic to 
play for one month only, as the 
season was already Lve months old ” 

What are the necessary attributes 
of a fast bowlerf Imran ruminaK,d for 
a while and spelled out the qualiUv^s. 
"it’s not necessary to be big 
and strung to be a quickie 
Nor essential to be an athlete 
What IS most important, is to 
hdVe stamma and co-orditiation. lo 
top a you must have determination 
Let me tell you it’s a stremuous job 
&o von do need these three things 
in plenty. Look at Dennis Lillee. Do 
you tKnk any other cricketer who 
has suffered the same injuries os 
Lillee would be playing Test cricket 
t^ay? Such is the high standards 
of determinaton reauird. Just for 
thjs, for me, Lillee is No. 1 To be a 
fast bowler you have to be of a 
certain ihcntal type. Some people 
have it, some people don’t. There’s 
very Lttle you can do about it.” 

What is hts opinicn about bowling 
bouncers to teiLender^? Imran re¬ 
plied; “I tetieve evory batsman 
should consider Umtelf eligible for 
rcoeivjig boonoera. Why oboukL No. 

IB axi4 No. 11 be excused, the 




Rahul 



Imran Klian 


ing side It IS as vital to get the tail 
coders as it is to get the openers ” 

OncKi we had this ridiculous 
Situation where New Zealandtail 
endor Richaid Hadlee scored 8 C 
runs and there was little could 
do Ca another occasion Bob \\illis 
hit 3Q These run* -*die Mtal Ver\ 
ollen they can mean the diffeienci 
between victory and defeat 

Was it because he was a decent ‘ 
batsman that he felt bouncers should i 
be l>owled to tailenders since he 
would never be in problems’ Imran 
quipped “No Whv don’t the tail- | 
enders wear helmets Cricket is an , 
open game If 50 U attack somebodv ' 
he has the opportunit> of hitting 
back 

Since wc were talking of helmets is 
he in favour of batsman wearing hel 
met$. Imran replied 1 think it's a 
safe thing to do There is no shame 
ID It After all the head 1 $ an impor 
tarn area of the bod\ You know 
first people were shv of wearing 
pads or abdominal guards At that 
time It was considered cowardice to 
wear such equipment But gradually 
over the years it has come to stav 
Similarly I think helmets will come 
to stay The chances of getting hit 
on the head is always there The 
margin of error {s so small for you 
to get hurt. It could cause serious 
damage " 

As a bowler if he found a bats¬ 
man W'earihg a helment would he 
bedeve that the batsman was scar¬ 
ed. Imran said. *“rbe batsman is 
soared anyway of the fast bowler 
iite$pectl\e of whether he has a 
hehhet or not. Hut 1 think if you 
haii« a safeguard!, it's stupid not to 
m it'* 




viv hichards or Gieg Chappell out 
the batsman who frustrates me is 
Sunil Gavaskar. At least with the 
earaer-mention^ batsmen you have 
some chance bcause they can com¬ 
mit a mistake, however, small the 
possibility may be But w*lh Gavas¬ 
kar u's mind bogging. He plays very 
safe If he’s not going to make 
errors bow am I going to get ham 
out Gavaskar's tedimque, concen- 
irstinn and detenmnatioa are of-' a 
high order. With him 1 have to rely 
totally on deceiving him since he 
isn't going to oblige me." 

' \ Sussex I hat more rmptmi- 


to do much as there arc people hke 
Zaheer Majid and Miandad to do 
the scoring Because of this 1 am 
now turning into a sloggei I am 
losing mv concentiation and love 
for batting Mv giound shots have 
totally disappeared or shall I say 
deteriorated.' said Imran ruefully 

What. I asked m conclusion is his 
philosophy of life'’ The 27-vear-old. 
6 ft Imran, who weighs 78 kg 
proudly proda.med “I am a 
hedonist. I Lke to enjov life to the 
maximum and I live in the present' 
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0^ % MAm or 

nut «t Oif Titi OMtuun 
del uM when the 
vWlitat ftfiMM cridtalen 
ntcie iljq^} iiflu» ike kil 
ceyeetHM, ■ emdi out- 
worieHl UM- Aa wvMg 
olkw la the Miea llwy» 
Mr NMr M this lahaeet- 
lac ehwrvetiM to anke: 
"la 11^ ateo I wu war- 
eiU la the «SUu' Navy, I 
(oufht tte Fekisteaii. Now 


|Pak/sfan/TourDiary 

fle sooi wha toned Sve w 
tttet dgy. Hw eatiin Pakis¬ 
tan toohi toned VP to wim 
t^hov manphm-ratm 
efAkeday aad have a dloe 
ef tha Mtbday cahe. 

ONE BBGORO whidi dou 
not oBtoe ander toe purview 
of Siidhir Viddya and his 

fttndng. Chatting wfth tocte- 
nidans fa between toots, 
Sandeep teoked over Ms 
•boulder to And toe ttoer’s 
stobhen ticfcliag hte enow. 
According to Gavaskar, San 
deep omst have deoru 10 
feet with a startled jnmp. 
pie trainer of the tiger then 
latrodiift-d the Ttot debn- 


tiuMs ead tiuit did tth 
Mdc. 

IP THBBE was enr ^oon 
ta the Pakistao caau el* 
ter their defut, aol 

paiticalarhr Moaieat. la 
fact, skippei Aw Iqbal a^ 
paared aiare relaaed dkM 
OM had ever aeu Urn. Ot 
the oUier teaoi aieaiben. 
Majid prefnted to atkh to 
hia room readied, white 
kaader utertahied a bunch 
of ruiote and notaeieBBale 
CMSiaa. AsiPs wife left Mr 
hone with the kids. 





Even ia di^eu^ etoamtofl aromd. Am fndte raced Urwarde oKtory, speetaton exploded awmrow 
trrepnetble Mfawted theft plottod wiJt Sadtq for e Ume tdiedkam. After one sodt egqiioctea. Si 
‘deaif wiMiecedad end MajU etrried him off 

rn foardiag them: They i8( and betwe, does not tut to (he animal and both ] I 
are swell gays and It’s a Igure in the statistical high were soon pals. wai 

pleasore domg this job. no Ughtv is the one called “the 

doubt.” Aad talking of the outwy aadter". ..THE INlHAN^cndieters teL 


are swell gays and its a 
pleasore domg this job, no 
doubt.” Aad talking of the 
security arraafements at 
the hotels, this conespm* 
denPs cxpmtenoe «i one oc¬ 
casion ooavinoed him that 
things were being tahu a 
well bit too far. 

WE HAD u appointment 
with Asif and after the bo¬ 
te! reception checked with 
the Pakiston skipper, wc 
were “tdtayed”. The hotel 
security staff were tnfomiqd 
iKXordinidy and hardly were 
we ghren the green signal 
than we were pulled w e 
tfang-Kke sleuth from the 
Central GosenuKaPs iMef. 
Uffenoe Jtanau (IB), The 
sung hag on our persw was 

toetlttdw on oar mcsob we 
wehM Ittie bvmmkdr w- 
it test ft he pusti^ 
Vf tMScoMtraed aa a Mhal 
wadj^ 


Obrioasly “inspired’ hy ! 
auatoets like Johimy Walw 
Ha’s “Catch me if you cu“ 
aad “In Zaire” on tng-month 
Midtammad Ah, one Nalana 
Mel ia Madras has oat a 
ataadaid pin disc oa "23r 
centuries oWr Suil GsTas- 
kar. The disc has beu 
brought ut by Inreco and 
copies of it were preseated 
to ntonbm of the Indmn 
aod PaUman toaau. 

"SAVE ZAHSBR from 
Eia’s wrath. Mease aOew 
cn fi y at Caharitaf. Be* 
Hew it or not. tUs was a 
tidegram Snnil Gaeaskar re* 
oefred from one M oo sh 
IteaMr a omwle of houdi 
ofrar Bia cawmsten of the 
Madras IMat 


WaStt 

B8; 




M tANQBBP PAtlL may te 
0 Botehaattod cridmlar bin 
on tha mat dw or tbo lilad> 
yer m Ihat te tW JMe 

ihft MhHk Mite fMot M wiiaeas 

lill^ i' luilrJiilSKtL him. 


THE IMIHAN cridieters 
dftched the Folfrdor'mu- 
tored “Semd of MC” mm 
u the fourth eseidng of the 
Test It is believed diat the 
Indians decided to ddp the 
programme because the 
match was so keeofr poteed 
that eveateg and every man 
wuted to ^ in best pnssh 
bte shape” the next mara- 
tag. 

WHILE DILIP DOSHf, 
Dilte Vengmrker. Saadup 
Fatft and Sunft Gavadmr 

2 ut an hour (on the rest 
y) with chtkiien at ttn: 
Mvaunda Ashram Orphan* | 
afe,Veakatcswara dentece { 
(£etu (%aufaaa, SMvlal 
Ysdav, YaShpal fflmrma and 
Karsan Gnavri made a 
whirlwind trip to TirapaihL 

DESPITE THE heavy ae* 
onrity, one smart^itec fe* 
aiate fan mananed to bond* 
adnk the ‘gmniif and meet 
Imran. As it was Irter ex* 
^tataed to this eortetpon- 

deat, tha female, after be¬ 
ing disallowed on two coo- 
•tentiwe days, dnsiod he^ 
seV in a bhw sarob htantiGal 
to toot at tooiMBtal inoif* 


Despite the defut tonce 
was no paucity of taSaae 
fans at the lobtar of the hte 
teL This was quite a oote 
trast from the Hotel Goand- 
mara adiece the latfan 
turn was staying. Crowdi 
were there but wd a patdi 
oa what was there aronad 
the Pak camp. IHdpper Gav- 
aidcar got a coogratnlatoiy 
hag from mama aad papa 
Gavtskar. 

EVE'N AS India were on 
toe toreriiMd of vlctoty, tito 
PaUtta^ didat lose Gsrir 
aento of hnmpar. At teut 
aome of them. With tito 
crowds going ainiMt betaerfc 
and Srecraemt* itang as 
though ft was a scene from 
n "A BrMBe Too Pai^ one 
noted Miaodad aad Sadiq 
taffdtei in cons^totorfM 
wM^ers. We didn’t have to 
wait toe Inag to roalise what 
the omverealtaa was about 
One inartfnaMy tend bomb 
went off In the teands and 
SmBq inatantfr ton^ped 
•dem v ut e ns i l w eat of 
shock. hOaadod uriated ae* 
WM md ‘odffliateterod’ 
aMWdbtiHaoath rcqrintiM 
sod'Maiid Khan from ffM 
dta teat him a,lu^ to 
trutoert toe *il^‘ Sadhi to 
the pariUoB. The croid 
hwed ton ad 

awtok aaatot** ^ 
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Keegan- 
new super 
star? 

Kevin Keegan was recently 
voted Europe's Footballer 
of the Year for the second 
time. COLINMALAM meets 
Denis Law and Bobby 
Charlton for their opinion 
on how great is Keegan. 

K evin keegan—genuine su- 

perstar and legitimate heir to 
Stanley Matthews. Alfredo di Ste- 
fano, Luis Suarez, Eusebio. Gianni 
Rivera, Johan Cruyff. Franz Becken¬ 
bauer and the other gods in the 
pantheon of Europeag football? Oi, 
Kevin Keegan—merely a big fish in 
a badly stocked pool? 

Those contrasting questions are 
posed by Keegan’s election, for the 
«:eccnd >ear running as European 
Footballer of the Year Thus, the 
little Englishman becomes the fourth 
player to win the award more than 
once (Di Stefano, Cruyff and Beck¬ 
enbauer were the others) since it was 
inaugurated 23 years ago, and onh 
the second (after Cru>ff) to win it 
twice consecutively. 

Surprisingly. therefore Keegan 
himself inclines towards the less 
fiattering view of his place m the 
game’s history. With the total hones¬ 
ty and objectivity which are part of 
tus considerable charm as a human 
being, he told me at the start of the 
season that he did not think he would 
have won the award the first time if 
the competition had been stiffer 

Keegan’s point, which remains 
valid, was that he is a footballer of 
limited natural talent who has work¬ 
ed hard to make the most of the gifts 
with which he has been blessed. He 
feels fortunate, moreover to be pla\- 
ing at a time when there are few out¬ 
standing individuals to compare with 
the giants of the past. 

Denis Law, one of the four other 
British players to have become Euro¬ 
pean FootbaUer of the Year, applauds 
Keegan’s critical self-appraisal. *T’m 
glad he has said that,” states Law 
himself a player of imtnense natural 
ability, “because I happen to believe 
it is exactly right. But 1 wouldn't have 
said anything if Kevin hadn't said it 
first himself. 

''As a player you can look to him 
for 100 per cent effort all the time* 



he is marvellous As a model pro¬ 
fessional for the kids to look up to. 
he is terrific. But I don’t think \ou 
can put him in the same class as a 
player as great stars of the ’Fifties 
and ’Sixties like Suarez, Altafini, Di 
Stefano and Puskas 

“Recently, one paper claimed that 
Kevin was the greatest England in- 
ternaiional ever Fnat’s just ridicul¬ 
ous because, for my money, he does 
not begin to compare with the likes 
ot Bobb> Chdriton or Jimmy Greaves. 
He does not come within a mile of 
those two, in fact. 

“At the same time. 1 don’t think 
anybody could challenge him for the 
award this year. Everything—^bis 
success with Hamburg at home and 
abroad, his success with England in 
the European Championship — point¬ 
ed to him winning it again. But that 
simply reflects the low standards of 
fooibail today. 

“It was a shame Liverpool went 
out of the European Cup so early this 
season and that Scotland failea to 
qualify for the finals of the European 
Championship Otherwise Kehay Dal¬ 
glish, for me a player of different 
class, must have pressed Kevin hard 
for the award. 

“If the people who vote know any¬ 
thing at all about the game, Kenny 
will undoubtedly become European 
Footballer of the Year within the next 
two years. This is not Scottish bias, 
and I am not envious of what Kevin 
has achieved: it is Just my own 
honest opinion." 

It Is an opinion, however, irilh 
which Bobby Charlton, another fo^ 
mar recipient of the European ao0o» 
lade and, like Law, one ot tha atarsi 
from tha old 


galaxv, disagrees in the evaluation of 
Kevgan ‘Kevin” says Chariton, “is 
a different kind of player from the 
people Denis talks about. 

“The game has become much more 
difficult defensively since the 'Fifties 
and ’Sixties Great players like Di 
Stefano used to get a lot more time 
on the ball. Fm not saying they would 
not have adapted but Kevin has 
actually done it at a ume when there 
are few pretty—if that is the right 
word—players to watch. 

“He’s aggressive, a very brave goal- 
scorer and he is alwavs creating pro¬ 
blems for opponents. Today, few 








players are willing: to take on defeii* 
cea: the tendency is to go round a 
problem instead of tbrou^ it. And* 
at the moment, no one breaks down 
defences as well as Kevin does.” 

Nor does Charlton agree entirely 
with Law's view that it would be ”a 
fatal mistake” for Keegan to move 
into Italian football Law, one of the 
few British footballers with first-hand 
experience of the ultra-defensive 
Italian League, insists: ”ft’s soul- 
destroying for a forward Th^v 
do play nine men at the back all the 
time.” 

But Charlton retorts:. ”Kevin will 
have problems now wherever ne 
moves—even if he came back h«re. m 
fact. One reason is the financial 
•bracket he has put himself into. But 
be obviously enjoys tackling new 
challenges, and it's not for me to 
make his decisions for him. He’s 
his own man.” 


Hari Chancf left behind 

D ouble gold winner, pint- 

.<iued pouceman Han Lhar^, 27, 
ia a worried man today. The Police 
Games in the offing look like pre- 
venting him from the opportunity of 
partiapating m the San Blaa Mara* 
thon Uialt marathon) to be held at 
Puerto Rioo from February i, which 
would have helped him to re*teat hia 
strength The Central Reame Force, 
where he la emptoyed, baa refuaad 
to reloraae him for the meet where 
be, along with Shlvnath Singh, hai 
been Invited and where the expenaea 
will be paid by the orgaoiaera. 

In taol, the Indian ace )ong<dla* 
tance runner, who had created a 
eenaatioa at the 1876 Olympica by re* 
turning his beat timing to date (28 
min 46.7 sec and 14 min 2.4 sec for 
10,000 and 5,000 metres, respectively) 
baa not run in oompetitive meets 
since March last year, after be was 
CTOwned the ‘beat athlete' at the last 
Police Games. He tola Sponsworld 
recently that he was suffering from 
jaundice for about three months. 
"Earlier, I was taking much-needed 
rest. The two things combined had 
kept me away from the field for quite 
some time. But at 27 1 am still the 
number four in India, after Gopal 
Saini, Shivnath Sugn and Harjit 
Singh, in k>Dg-distan..e running. 

Hari Chand said that he bad start¬ 
ed practising vigorously since last 
October and that he was fully fit. He 
agreed that be has not tested his 
current strength, but the camp start¬ 
ed for Puerto Bteo at NSNIS Patiala 
from January 7 would have helped 
him reassess his strength. ‘‘l*m 
working for the next Olympics. For 
that 1'U enter the selection trials, 
am given practice and opportunity, 1 
think 1 can earn a berth for Moscow.’* 


It is le 
ore Ml 

^4 





have to gpend practically nothlag ex¬ 
cept the kit money. Do they consider . 
Hari Chand to be a spent force? But 
until he is revested after the Patiala 
camp, any such conclusion about him 
would be too harsh when the man 
From Hoshirapur (Punjab) is eager to 
stage a come-back. 

Meanwhile, It is learnt that Shiv- 
nath Singh may also miss the meet 
because of an eve trouble. The two 
runners have been regularly invited 
since 1977 bv the organisers of the 
half-marathon but they are yet to 
make it. 1980 may well be their last 
chance. 

Mutk Raj Seghal dead 

rVEATH SUDDENLY ROBBED 
U India’s small world of weightlift¬ 
ing of a dedicated Servant of the 'iron 
game’ when the new year was barely 
nine days old. MuUih Rai Seqhal, who 
died of a heart attack lo a Delhi 
bospUal. where he had gone for an 
operation to cure a mysterious pro¬ 
blem with tus right thumb, was the 
father oi the weightlifting movement 
in the capital ana for 25 years foun- 
der-preaident of Delhi Weighthfting 
Association. A well-to-do business 
man, 64-year-old Mulkh Baj was also 
tbe vice-president of the Indian 
Welgbtiiftmg federation and one ot 
India’s eight quaUtied International 
referana. in the 1878 Bangkok Aslan 
Gamas welgbUutlng competition, he 
repreMnted India ai an official. 

People like Mr Seghal are a fast- 
vanishing breed. A displaced person 
from West Puniab. be could hll a 
i;oom wltb bis own. warm maaaivn 

ra lncev In hia vice-like grip your 
wsi made to look puny and 
hopelessly lost. Weightlifting was 
not organised In his early days or 
else he would have made a name as 
a competitor. Nothing pleased him 
more then the sight of young men 
exercising with barbelU. Not long 
ago, he quietly slipped away from his 
hospital cabin, where be had gone 
to get a painful back treated. Later, 
be was found officiating at a weight- 
. lifting competition. 

Long, long ago in his West Pakistan 
village, young Mulkh Raj took to 
weigbtluting because of a taunt 
thrown by relations of bis prospective 
wife who had come to have a look 
at the boy she was to marry. “Put 
some strong muscle on his bones 
before we offer him the band of our 
girl, ‘Hbey bad said. That started 
Ute boy’s long affair with weightlift¬ 
ing. "If I would have my way." be 
would say, *’I would nreaent every 
young man with a barbell set as a 
wedding present like they idvc gold 
ornaments to girls." 

He guided and encouraged in every 
way be could many a weightlifters’ 
career, Balbir Singh Bhatia. national 
fw 15 years and an Ar 4 una 
Aw»rd;^er. owedJOs su^ to 
mi tne moi Uke Balbir. y»ho , 
hg (^natioMl referae, the | 
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PATRICK EAQAR and JOHN 
ARLOTT'a partntrahip has 
protfucad an outatanding book 
about cricket and the poopla 
who play it. with an appaal 
that will stretch to many 
beyond cricket's boundariea. 

It contains moat exciting and 
most revealing cricket 
photographs of the world 
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Sportswortd Special 


AH charms 

M uhammad ali, one of the 

greatest boxers of all time (he 
does not like to be described as the 
greatest any more. “Don't call rae 
the greatest. I’m no longer the 
greatest/’ he says.) has developed a 
particular fancy for the President ol 
India, Neelam Sanjiva Reddy. “It’s 
his complexion/* Ali told me. “Some* 
how he makes me feel he is one of 
us—me and my kind, as if he is one 
of the family.*’ But it is the Pi ini ‘ 
Minister Mrs Gandhi who has im¬ 
pressed Ali most. Did I say impress¬ 
ed? She has actually floored tin* 
great boxer. And, for once. Ali dot*', 
not seem to grudge it. lie takes posi¬ 
tive pleasure in announcing his 
admiration for Mrs Gandhi when¬ 
ever he finds an opportunity. 

“My wife and me, have always 
been great fans of Mrs Gandhi,” he 
told newsmen soon after his arrival 
at Palani Airport shortly after Thurs¬ 
day Janu.iry 24 midnight, some 20 
hours behind schedule because he 
missed the connecting flight in New 
York. To Mrs Gandhi he said tb,^ 
next morning: “My fights for come¬ 
back were great. But greater is your 
fight. Believe me when 1 say you 
are the greatest of all political 


Delhi 

leaders I’ve met or seen. And* I've 
met quite a few—Carter, Brezhnev, 
Deng Xiao Ping—to name a few. In 
a way, by your spectacular fight bark 
you have even humbled ma, because 
till now I had an impression that ( 
am the greatest fighter that the 
world has ever seen. I am not so sure 
new.” 

Again, later at a press conference 
he described Mrs Gandhi as “a hum¬ 
ble, a great leader”. During the next 
day, .lunuary 26, All met Mrs GandPi 
twice — once ai the Republic Day 
parade which he had gone to wit¬ 
ness ns the guest of the Prime Mint- 
fiter and again in the afternoon at 
the Rashtrapatl Bhavan where he 
had gone to attend an ‘At Home* 
hosted by the President on the mak' 
nificent lawns of the Moghul Gcir- 
dens. All availed both these nppoi 
iunities to reaffirm his adulation. At 
Rashtrapatl Bhavan he told Mrs 
‘Gandhi: “You look so strong, so full 
of life, that 1 am sure you are going 
to live long, longer than maybe me. 
I am also equally certain, as long as 
you livei you will be leading India 
from one glory to another.” He 
even recorded a song praising Mrs 
Gandhi for H.M.V. If that was 


not a knockout what is? 

At the Rashtrapati Bhavan, the 
spotlight was on Au from the mo¬ 
ment he stepped into the Moghul 
Gardens. The 2000-odd invitees to the 
reception — the cream of the rapi- 
tal’s elite, ministers, political leaders, 
captains of industry, diplomats — 
made a beeline for Ali with sheets 
of paper, notebooks, paper napkins 
and even currency notes for his auto¬ 
graph. Some wanted to be photo¬ 
graphed with him, some to shake 
hands and some tq just gape at him. 

No wonder, then, that an aide of 
the French President, Giscard d’Esla 
ing told Ali: “You have stolen the 
thunder from us.” President d’Kstaing 
was cool and correct when he was 
introduced tn Ah - meeting 

you/* he said — but even he too 
«ippeared to be caught in the gene¬ 
ral air of excitement And of tourst* 
tlic political big wigs took care to 
not swarm around Ali, instead scMid- 
mg emissarie^s to get the all-import 
ant autograph. 

Pretty ladies In expensive sans 
and exuberant make-up reiu«trked on 
how beautiful, smart, funny and 
manly Ali was. His wite, Veronica 
(Rc'hana is her Muslim name) had a 
white evening dress on and was cer¬ 
tainly the prettiest of ibe lot. Did 
she envy Veronica, I asked a heavily 
inade-up lady, la reply she pouted 
and said: “She is so fair sne lookb 
almost anaemic. It’s all because she 
ran afford cood make-iip.” 









H owever, Ali was nci^ the crazt 
in the capital: not in the 
sense Calcutta goes crazy over sports¬ 
men. The reception for Ah at Paiam 
was a pale shadow of the one accor¬ 
ded Pele ill Calcutta though both 
arrived at nearabouts the same time. 
True, the deafening din of drumbeats 
niid shouts of *Ali the gieatest' greet¬ 
ed All on his first sight of India, 
hut all this was being done by only 
about 200 people. Even this impress¬ 
ed Ali very n»ucli. ‘T did not expect 
so many people to turn up on such a 
cold night/' he told me later. Cold or 
not, there would certainly have been 
a much larger crowd at Calcutta, I 
told Ali. •*Oh, really!” he exclaimed. 


Perhaps the reason was that Delhi 
hn^ never lacked VIPs and what is 
une more? Given tins aputby. Ah 
drew tairlv larg^i crowaa. (^uite af 
large number ol people — mostly 
young kids, bur nlsu sweepers, shop¬ 
keepers, scootei" dllver^, ultice clerks 
iirid even two persona in saffron 
robes and flowing beards — wa.ted 
Mt Kajghat since the early morning 
lor AH to come. Many were just 
curious, like the lady ol distinctly 
rural origin who iliought Ali was 
u famous king and thus demanded 
her attention. Many also came to see 
a great *kustigur‘ (wrestler;. 

Then there was the stan;pede a 
Jama Masjid wlicrt Ali went for hii. 
I'nday 'nam.iaz. More than 10,000 
Ians kept Ah impiisbned in the 
Masjid compound for mure than an 
hour, imshing and prodding him, 
milling and joitlnig around him. 
Their affection so scared Ali that 
hours after tfu^ incideut he told me: 
"They almost killed me ... yes, almost 
killed me so many people in India, 
in China, what a sightl” Ali had to 
use his punches, for the first time 
in many months, to free himself. 


Ali also turned out to be a great 
fnvouritc with, the politicians — es¬ 
pecially Congress (I) leaders. Present 
at the dinner hosted by the promot¬ 
ers of the tour, the Apeejays, in 
All's honour were Buta Sinigi, J. D. 
Patnaik, V. C. Shukla, P-C. Sethi. 
C. M. Stephen. Charanjit Singh and 
Karaal Nath, The Congress (I) Gene¬ 
ral Secretary, A. R. Antulay, even 
served es his escort in Jama Masjid. 
And many politicians who couldn’t 
<see Ali in official receptions came to 
see Ali in the hotel. 


The Delhi scribes, however, wore 
the ones who were carried away by 
Ali the most. Hie Press conference 
at the Murya-Sberaton was uttci 
chaos. Very few of those present 
seemed to be interested in Ustenfug 
to Ali. Some innocuotts ouestlons 
were, of course, asked before thi; 
Press conference turned into a mint' 
reception for Alt with people pushing 
for adtographs and photographs. The 
scribes oven cheered and clapped. T 
could seft a number of hotel reiddents 
and hangcrs^n Ih the spacious ban- 
hall the vtdue of the coo^: 
-roQco shoptind ^[uestioaa at. AU. 



At one stage, even the kitchen stall 
of the hotel id their white aprons 
and tall headgear came and sat in 
the seats meant for the Press. The 
microphone failed to work at crudat 
moments, leading Ali to comment-. 
“These look pretty cheap. Must picn 
up some of them.” Once the Press 
cooferenoo wm interrupted by the 
wail of. an infant It was a pure mesa 


Children atone seemed reluctani 
to bo carried away by All, however 
hard he tried. Whenever All picked 
up a child, the reaction pf the tiny 
tot was andiangad — discomfort 
and fear. This is one place where Ali 
wants to win asost, bo itanda defeat¬ 
ed. 

TOOSHAR PANDIT, Delhi 





All's life & 
times.... 
struggle & 
rebirth 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 

Last week we had re¬ 
counted the emergence 
of 'The Greatest', till the 
time he had vanquished 
Sonny Liston. In this final 
instalment on the career 
of the phenomenon, we 
trace developments from 
the time of his draft dis¬ 
pute, till he reached the 
pinnacle of his glory and 
became a '\A/orldT\/lan' 

I N FEBRUARY l‘)6G COMMENCED 
Aii’s battlw ouLsidc the rini*. 
All was training for his third deleiuo 
of the title against six tooi-six Ernie 
“the Octopus” Tcrndl when he came 
to know about llu' Lou.sville Draft 
Board’s decision niakiiig lnrn eligibln 
for immediate induction into the US 
Army. All’s initial iCcution was; “I 
ain’t got no quaritd with the Viet- 
cong.” Subsequently he amplified it 
by saying, “Keep asking me, no 
matter how long/On the war in 
Vietnam I sing the song/1 ain’t got 
no quarrel with the Vicicong.” 

Instantly Ali beca^ne an object ol 
vitriolic attacks Feople rang him up 
to tell him that he was cow'ard, a 
turncoat black, a rat. Some threaten 
ed to blow' him up with, bombs. One 
caller said. “1 pi ay to God, they 
drali you tomoriow Draft you and 
shoot you on the spot ” A Georgia 
Congressman launchid a “draft that 
Nigger Clay” campaign and the 
Gov Cl nor of Calilomia Ronald Reagan 
called him “ungrateful” and “im- 
patriotic”. However, there were also 
many who admired Ali lor his guts 
in defying Uncle Sam. One of them 
was the famous pacifist Bertrand 
Russell. (When Russell rang up Ali 
at the middle of the night to convey 
his appreciation the name did not 
nn'an a thing to boxer. “The name 
Bertrand Russcll/nevcr came up in 
Central High in Lousville,” Ali re¬ 
lates. He came to know about this 
person while^ thumbing through an 
encyclopedia, two years alter Russell 
had made the hr&t call.) In one of 
his letters to Ah\ Huss^dl wrote: “In 
the coming months there is no doubt 
that the men who rule Washington 
will try to damage you in every way 
open to them’*, 

W ^ . 


True to the prediction made by 
Russcii, the campaign against Aii got 
fiercer, threatening his career as a 
boxer. The JLlJino«s btatc Athletic Com* 
mission which controlled the Cnicago 
fight with Terrell banned the tight 
atier Ali retused to withdraw his 
remarks on Vietnam. Seven other 
important cities also turned away Ali. 
Terrell too backed out since it 
became evident thait soon ALi would 
be gaoled and stripped off his title 
and Terrell could then convert his 
paper WBA title into gold without 
ri^King a fight with Ali. 

Terrell was not in a hurry. But 
Ali was. He needed to hght to stay 
alive, f inally, fie succeeded in gett¬ 
ing one, iioi m his own country, but 
in neighbouring Canada. On October 
2U, iiifio he laetki the tough Canadian 
boxer George Cnuvalo in Toronto. 
Cuuvalo suhered a stinging, unqucs> 
tionod defeat but noit belorc be had 
inaoc Ail go the full 15 rounds ior 
thc first time in the champ’s career. 
Some three months later, on Feb. 
ruary G. li)67, Ali also caught up 
with Terrell at the Houston Astro¬ 
dome. 

The next four years were blanks 
for Ati. On April 28, 19G7, the clraJt 
board summoned him to Houston tor 
induUion into the armed forces. Ah 
appealed lor exemption as a conscien¬ 
tious Objector on religious grounds. 
But the authorities were not impress¬ 
ed and All ix^ceived the maximum 
sentence ot five years in prison and 
>lu,uuo line. He also lost his title. 
Boxing rings became a t^r and dis¬ 
tant dream tor Afi till the Supreme 
Court reversed the decision three 
yc.a's later, in June 1970. 

During the period of enforced 
hiberQuiion Ali kept himself busy 
wjiii visits to university campuses 
and oxnibition bouts. C^ldren also 
look a great lot ot liis time. “In the 
days wnen ni,v exile seemed perma- 
aeni, children would Itock around 
me, calhng out ‘champ’ the ’champ’! 
Iney tore up the isolation that was 
meant tor me,” Afi recalls in his 
autobiography. But the longer the 
lay-oil continued the longer became 
the odds on his comeback. Promoters 
tried their best to end his exile but 
drew blank from as many as 38 US 
States. By the .summer of 1970 Afi 
was convinced that there was nobody 
in America who could get a tight for 
him and even considered leaving the 
country to find his match elsewhere. 

It was then that Ali came up with 
a brilliant idea, an idea that would do 
any PR man anywhere in the world 
proud. The Supreme Court decision 
was due anytime now. Ali’s law.yers 
did not appear to be very optimistic. 
All decided that before going to 
prison, he should do something that 
people would remember for years to 
come. So he rang up the reigning 
world heavyweight champion Joc 
trajiier and talked him into a mock 
fight between them at the gymnasium 
wnere Joc practised. The ftgM was 
fixed for 4 p.m. Before that, Ali 
rang up media people to tell them 


that he was going to have a fight 
with Joe, “See me whip Frazier, free 
of charge.” he told them. The stage 
was set for the rigged light of the 
century. Following a pre-rehearsed 
scTjpt, Ali and Joc exchanged the 
choicest invectives against each other, 
all but iiying at each other as their 
supporters held them back. The im¬ 
pact was tremendous. Even veteran 
sports reporters were fooled into bc- 
heving it was for real. 

'The hoax placed Ali again on the 
right track. All through the latter 
part ot 1970, olfci's poured in troin 
various promoters. From London came 
the offer of a $400,000 purse; from 
Tokyo $600,000; from Houston 
$1,000,000; the Madison Square 
Gardens fell away when bidding re- 
achcxl $1,500,000: the NBC made an 
offer of $2000,000. Then came the 
offer he was waiting for—a $5 million 
purse to be split between him and 
Joe. But it was not just the money 
that Ali was looking tor. He wanted 
a fight big enough to redeem liis 
reputation. 

Ali and Frazier were both undefeat¬ 
ed when they met at the Madi.son 
Square Gardens on March 8, 1971, lor 
what was billed as the "figlil ol the 
century”. But the fight proved too 
tough for Ali to fulfil his prophecy of 
a victory in the sixth round. He tried 
to lie on the ropes much of the time 
hoping that Frazier would punch him¬ 
self out “But, he did’nt get tired, 
you understand: He did NOT get 
tired!” Ali confessed later. Instead, 
it was Ali who got exhaasted. And, 
disaster struck Ali in the 15th round 
in the form of a dev.istaling left hook 
from Smokin’ Joe which landed 
squarely on the challenger’s jaw to 
send him hurtling thiough the canvas. 
Ali’s first attempt to win back the 
title wdb thus frustrated But the 
defeat not only reinforced hks deter¬ 
mination but also tdiught him a few 
valuable boxing lessons that he 
learnt promptly. 

I'wo y(‘dis latei, it was a coiifideiit 
Ali that laced the new champ Ken 
Norton at San Diego for his second 
attempt at legadning the title. The 
stigma of his defeat to Frazier had 
been wiped off by victories over A1 
‘Blue* Louis and Joc Bugner.* But 
All's hopes died a quick death as a 
left upper cut from Norton broke his 
jaw in the second round. Blood trickl¬ 
ed down bis throat. His traincTs 
advised him to stop. But Ali refused. 
“There are 10 more rounds to go, and 
I can win,** he said. But Ali lost. On 
the second day after, the fight, Norton 
called on Ali at hospital. That was 
the first time in Ali’s 18-ycar career 
that a victor visited him. So pleased 
was Ah about it that he gave his 
fnvourito punching bag to Norton as 
a gift. 

Norton later lost to George Fore- 
riian so it wa^ the latter that Ali 
faced next. The date: October 30, 
1974. The venue: Kinshasa, the 
capital of Zaire* F^orcniati was a for* 
midablc opi^ent with 23. knocl^OMf 
vidims (K'fiJnd him., 




Challenger ScmkxrV Joe Frazier and MuhammoA Alt (right) were both made adopted sons of Manila and 
present^ <t hey to the city, when they came seperately to fight the *Thrilla in Manila^ 


not gone beyond three rounds in 
the last five years. But that did not 
deter Ali from predicting: ‘four 
more rounds, and then All’s turn 
comes in round eight’, even as the 
fight was in progress. And, lo, George 
fell to Ali in the eighth round. “I 
shoot a straight right to his jaw with 
all the snap and power that’s in me. 
L strike him almost Bush on the chin 
and be stands still.” That was how 
Ali sent Foreman hurtling dovm the 
canvas. By the time Foreman got 
up, the referee had raised Ali's hand 
in victory. So Ali finally made it. He 
had retrieved his crown. The only 
person to have achieved this before 
him was Floyd Patterson. 

After Foreman, Ali wanted Frazier. 
Ali knew there was a lot of money 
in a fight with Frazier. Frazier too 
was conscious aibout this but he was 
holding out for a bigger fee. How to 
get him to the ring? Finally, as advis. 
ed by bis manager, Ali announced 
that •there was $2 million for Frazier 
if he fought him, and if he could 
defeat him he would receive another 
$1 million as bonus out of Ali's purse 
of $6 million. Frazier matched the 
proposal by offering $1 million if Ali 
defeated him. 

it wgs a toudHuidrgo affair in 
adversary 


for rounda oh th^ 


night of October 1, 1975, Ali finally 
avenged his defeat five years earlier. 
But even Ali admitted later that it 
was a close thing. “Fve been fight¬ 
ing 21 years and I’ve met opponents 
with drive, power and determination, 
but I’ve just gone through something 
Tve never experienced in life—a 
fighter who made me feel he was 
taking me to the door of death,” he 
said. At a dinner party, President 
Marcos enquired if Frazier had paid 
for the bet. ‘'No”, AU said, “Joe 
don’t owe me nothing, 1 don’t owe 
him. We’ve paid all the dues we’re 
ever going to pay each other. We’re 
free now”. Frazier could not come to 
the party as he preferred to take 
some rest. But he did send a note 
to Ali which read: “I hit you with 
blows that ordinarily knock down 
walls and you stood up. You’re a 
great champion”, 

M any critics, however, Ass¬ 
erted that AU was losing his speed 
and power. Age was catdiing up with 
him. One of Ali’s farvourite rhymes 
in the early years was: ‘Float hke a 
butterfly/Stng like a bee/You can’t 
hit/What you can’t see.’ This was how 
he fought his opponents in the ring, 
Boating and danang. But he lacked 
that rhythm in ms fight against 
Frazier. But the critics were silenced 




when Ali sniastaed ^ 
peant . ,C(»hh).oi|w«aJ 




itishi Euro¬ 
champion 


Richard Dunn at Munich on May 25, 
1976. Ali, fighting hard from the 
first bell, slammed Dunn to the 
canvas three times in the fourth 
round and thrice more in the fifth 
before the referee called a halt Be- 
fore the fifth round, AU baid signalled 
to Dunn that this was when he would 
fall and the round was less than 
half-way over before the champion 
smashed the challenger to the canvas 
for the first time. An had once again 
called the tune. He always felt: 
‘‘They all must fall, in the round I 
call”. He had been missing his pre¬ 
dictions of late but he was right 
about Dunn, And that lent him 
enough confidence to suggest that it 
was now Norton’s turn to kneel be¬ 
fore him. “Fm gonna destroy Norton.*’ 
he proclaimed a day after he had 
beaten Dunn. 

A victory over Norton—^that was all 
he wanted before leaving the ring. 
But before taking Norton, the cham¬ 
pion paused for a while to fight a 
Japanese wrestler Inoki in Tokyo 
on June 26, 1976 for a $10 million 
winner-take-all bout Ali returned 
home considerably richer to start 
training for the Norton clash in dc.so- 
late Arizona. Here he received papers 
about a complaint filed before a 
Chicago circuit court by Belinda 
(Khalila was her Moslem name), his 
second wlf^ whom Ali had married 


Ill 19G7 pnd who had bore him for 
childton, seeking divorce and chaiR- 
iiiK Ali with mental cruelty and 
adultei> stemming from the birth of 
a child to the champion's companion 
Veronica Forchc, a stailet of Latin 
American origin "settled in Los 
Angeles. 

When Ali received the divorce 
papers, his ramp was thiown into 
confusion His cloiiest chums feared 
this might affect Ah’s ncrformancc in 
the ring. But the champion was so 
determined about avenging his defeat 
he kept to his rigorous work-out 
sclu^dulc without showing any signs 
of emotional distuibance. He finally 
avenged his earlier defeat to Morton 
hv a rontroversidl points win after a 
full 15-round gruelling combat at 
Madison Square Gardeas on Septem¬ 
ber 28 earning a record purse of 
S65 million. 

After the win, All ona* again 
started talking about retiring. Ah 
admitted that he was beginning to 
fral his age. During the Norton fight, 
his rihs and hands were sore, “Wc 
all get old you know," he said He 
even ruled out the poselhllitv of 
Minting Foreman for a afio million 
purse. "No, sir, ipv religious image 
and retiring undefeated kvworth more 
to me than 10 million doHarSi" he 
asserted 


Within a year, however, be was 
b«U'k in the ring. Hghting Ernie Shav¬ 
ers ut Madisus Square Card'ens for a 
purse of less than half oi $ 10 million, 
1ho bout held on September 28. 1977 
went to full IS rounds before Ah won 
It on points. Shavers was no mean 
I'hiiUcngcr. He had ulicady built up 
a reputatiua aa **tbe knock-out king" 
lur Ins 52 knockout wins in 60 pro¬ 
fessional bouts. But, All. ut S5, once 
again proved bo was still the best in 
tlu) business by successfully defend¬ 
ing the title fbr the 18th time. 

What had perhaps prompted Ali to 
light again after ho had firmly and 
positively announced bis retirement 
was Anandal insecurity, oggravated 
further by Belinda's divorce suit 
Besides, All was also having to ineel 
claims from the internal tax revenue 
i)eopIe. There was even talk that he 
mild be broke. 


One other roaseh for Ali not le- 
Uring then was bib feeUng that be 
had still a few more years of fight 
left in him. Why then should be step 
down so early? Besides, ho wag fully 
conscious of the advantages of being 
ii cbnmion. "The title/' he once 
toldhlg admit ers. '^offers a lot of 
advantage outside the ripg/' 


1 078 WASAYEAH.LlKBSqMANY 
others, when boxing revolved 
aiound Ali. The year started with two 
major upsets—first AU wat^ not talk¬ 
ing sccoiki, ho lust to Leon Spinks wIuj 
had earned the Olympic gold modal 
lit 1876 in the same Uabt heavyweight 
category in which Ali Had won his 
Olympic gold medal 16 years ago. The 
50-year-oid All rpfUsod to talk to 
iiewsiticit for two months leading up 


to his tight against Spinks, a silence 
he liitcd only on the day before the 
tight at Las Vegas saying ''Spinks 
ain't got a chaucc". Spinks, 24, was 
thi> underdog ia what was only his 
eighth pro-fight. 

When Ali laced the young challen¬ 
ge! at the Hilton Hotel Sports 
Centre on Fcbiuary 15, 1978 he 

bcomed to have alt the advantages in 
hjs tavoui Ho weighed 224.5 pounds 
against Spinks' 197 5 pounds. He was 
taller, his chest was wider, he had a 
Idiger fist and longer reach. Above 
dll, he was aheady a legend. But 
stunning the supportcis of Ali, Leon 
Spinks won the title at the end of 15 
tough rounds on n split decision. 

For the judges, the essence of that 
night's histone tignt was the way 
Spinks fought m the last three 
lounds. la the I3th Ali was so tired 
that be once closed his eyes as be 
icstcd his head momeotaniy on 
Spinks' ngbt shoulder. After the 
I4th All wobbled to his corner follow¬ 
ing a tunous pounding by Spinks. 
All looked old and tired while Spinks 
still appeared fresh. And, in the 
15th round Spinks went after the 
title. Both men staggered repeatedly 
in the last 90 seconds. The final four 

B ies were all Spinks' three left 
to the head and a crashing 
light to the chin that almost had Ali 
on the canvas as the bell rang ending 
the match. But even in defeat — 
the third in hia career — Ali did not 
lose bis poise. "You "can't die, be¬ 
cause you lose. 1 felt the age and I 
lust. So what? Fm going to win the 
title back," the dethroned champion 
uiomised even before the applause 
fur the new champ had died down. 

There were many among the ardent 
admirers of All who doubted the 
possibilities of Ali staging yet another 
comeback. There were signs that 
All's age was showing up when he 
had barely scraped through with 
points decision against Norton io 
September 1976 and Shavers in Sep¬ 
tember, 1977. Certainly, All's return- 
match With Spinks was goinj; to be 
his lost engagement in toe ring. 

That is perhaps why AU started 
looking fur new avenues'that could 
keep him busy and in the limelight 
even after be retired. He was parti¬ 
cularly interested in finding out how 
hi3 fans would react to his recrement. 
Would 1 k> have the same kind of pull 
with them or was he goinq^ to end up 
a forgotten heio? His trip to 
Bangladesh just after bis defeat gave 
him the confidence he needed to 
make up his mind aibout his retire¬ 
ment. In Bangladesh be received a 
tremendous wck'ome and it removed 
whatcycr fear he might have had 
about the possibility of being thrown 
into obbvion alter retirement. Ho 
Wcis oonvJnoed that oven if he retir¬ 
ed, he would continue to be the 
darling ot the masses all over the 
world He cxiukl atili carry on with 
hJs mission of peace aoia under¬ 
standing. 

Before retiring, howeveri he bad 
to beat Spinks. Ho had to be the 


first boxer to retrieve the title thrice. 
And, be did it With ease. Ali defeated 
Spinks on September 16, 1978 at the 
New Orleans Superdome by an un¬ 
animous points deciston. So out¬ 
classed was Spanks that one of the 
rounds he got—the fifth—was taken 
away from him by the referee. An 
all-time record indoor crowd, 70,000, 
paying gross receipts of about $6 mill¬ 
ion—-also a record—saw Ali carry 
out his pre-fight pledge that this time 
he would make Spinks look like an 
amateur. Aii never really let Spinks 
get stalled. And, for most of the 
mght, Spinks looked like a young 
man making his ninth pro-fight 
rather than the heavyweight cham¬ 
pion. The most remarkable thing 
about the fight was that Ali displayed 
the stamina to circle and dance 
away from Spinks just like the old 
days for most of the 15-round fight. 
After the fight, Ali proclaimed. 
"Now, all of you know that 1 am the 
greatest of all time—Yes, I am the 
GREATEST". Sure, he was. For he 
bad achieved what no other boxer 
before him could achieve. 

"Ther^ is nolliiiig more for me to 

accomplish.I can go no further 

in boxing", All said in one of his fare¬ 
well news conferences. Nobody doubts 
that. And, that is why nobody was 
surprised when Ali was voted the 
'Athlete of the decade' in 1978 in a 
nationwide poll in which the great 
golfer Jack Nlqklaus was placed a 
poor second. All accepted the ver- 
dlot with his characteristic aplomb, 
saying: "The voters are smart—I 
deserve it." He, however, held on to 
his title till June 1979 before 
relinquishing it formally for a fee of 
$30,000. 


The retirement, however, has not 
earaed rest for Ali. He is as busy as 
ever engaged in diplomatic shuttles 
all over the world, appearing in ex¬ 
hibition bemts, talking with people, 
cbampionlng the causes of the Ihira 
World, spreading -the message of 
Islam and raising funds for his 
dream of a non-radal, non-political 
and non-religiOus international organ¬ 
isation for human rights, Ubertv, and 
dignity. Since Ms reUrement, Ali has 
beerT constantly on the move—from 
the United Nations to Canada to New 
Zealand to Berlin to London to Mos¬ 
cow to United Arab Emirates * to 
Libya to Hongkong to Beijing— 
addressing the uN Committee on 
apartheid, holding discussions with 
the Soviet Predmmt Bremev, Libyan 
strongman Gaddafi! or the Vice- 
Premier of China, Deng Xiaoping. 

His latest assigiifneot was to 
carry messages ftom the Chinese 
leaders to Moscow. "What I’m trying 
to do/’ AU said after a 20-miiiute 
meeting with Deng m Beijing, "is to 
build relationship with such people 
that poUtlcUns wiU come to Muham¬ 
mad Ali for advice on world affairs." 
Besides, AU devotes a lot of his time 
modelling for TV and film com¬ 
mercials. "1 am « Inisipessaiaii now, 
a lecturer, a lesoer. Fm a world' 
man," be says. so always^ bo is 
right. 


!■ 
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DULBEP TROPHY FINAL 

Madan Lai 
proves too 
much I 


T ull lunch time on the 

third day, North Zone were 
seemingly without a hope. At lunch 
time on the fourth, their dre^^ing 
room was hlled with music and 
laui^hter. Victory celebrations were 
in order soon after as they retained 
the Duleep Trophy against all expec¬ 
tations. 

It was a transformation that has 
Seldom been witnessed m the annals 
ot Indian cricket. And it was 
brought about solely through the 
industry, sk.ll and determination of 
one man. Madan Lai. 


As North Zone caved in abjectly 
for 165 on the opening day, Madan 
Lai wos one of the few batsmen to 
otter any resistance. He scored 32. 
The following day, he rocked West 
Zone with three wickets in eight 
balls. 

West recovered from these blows 
to to\al 239. Their lead swelled to 
106 as they gained 32 runs for a 
slow over-rate by North. This 
seemed sufticcnl to ensure their 
success and they iooked to have woo 
the match when they bad captured 
MX North Zone second innings 
wickets for 127 by lunch on tne 
third day. 

North then were barely 21 ahead, 
their darkest hour proved to be 
Madan’s supreme moment. With 
ve^ little to lose and everything to 
gain, he launched al whirlwind as- 
sauU and plundered 140 runs by the 
dose. 

t 

Madan’s .scintillating inning ena¬ 
bled North to gain the initiative 
for the first time. Madan fittingly 
adminislcied the coup de grace on 
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Aun^human Gaekwad — captaM*s 
'i knock in the first inntnqs 

5 'Ihe final day with four wickets in 
eight balls. 

Set a target of 240 in 255 minutes, 
plus the mandatory overst West 
crashed for 123 And North, who , 
had conceded a lead of 106 retained 
the trophy by the impresfeive margin; 
of 104 runs. It was their third 
triumph in the 19-year history of the 
competition. 

It could have been a different 
story had West Zone held the catdi^ 

5 es that came their way on the third 
day. Madan Lai gave as many as 
five chances, three of them before 
he had reached double figures. 

Twice he was dropped by Gaekwad 
\ at slip and on the third occasion 
Naresh Parsana failed to hoki a 

simple return catch. 

si It was only after all tliLs gonero- 
sily that Madan WeS able to fuid hi* 
bearings and launch hi.s grand as- 
j sault. Even then he had two more 
I iivos\ the ii.sually reliable' ’keeper, 
j Zulfiq^r Parkai:, dropping a .straight- 
i forward, nick off Suru Nayak when 

j he was on 75 and Zarapkai unable 

I to get his hand to a hot return catch 
when he was on 86. 


Mohindor, too, was dropped when 
he had scored but one run. Thus it 
was that Madan and Mohinder were 
able to stem the vox and effiict 
North’s recovery with a stand of 96 
for the seventh wicket, Mohinder 
contributing 50. This was followed 
by an unfinished partnership of 






between Madan and Rakesh Shukla 
before the declaration it waa a 
record tui the eijfhth wicket &ui 
paasina th< 121 btKween Manaur Ali 
Khan Pataudi and Hajindcrpal, io» 
North agatnst South in 1963^ 

A a.de that had been virtuajl\ 
beaten to its knees was now filled 
with hope and it was West who wen 
a demoralised lot on the final day 
Against dll tf'tick that was keen but 
never deadly and on a wicket that 
posed few terrors thev (n\ed m 
abiectlv 


c 


ILE MADAN’S BRILLIANI 
one'inan show and Norths diain 

mains that in the absenoe of the 
leading lights on either side the most 
prestigious competition outside the 
Tests neld littk interest for the pub 
lie Barely, a few hundred spectators 
turned up at the Wankhede stadium 
each day 

How different it would have been 
had the match been scheduled to 
start Just two days later to enable 
Chauhan, Yasbpal and Kapil to assist 
North and Gavaskar, vengsarkar, 
and Ghavri to play fdl* the West 
The match would not only have been 
a sell-out, espedaiiy after oui 
triumph ever rakistan, but it would 
also hfve been a true Test of the 
relttive ilrettfth of the teams. 

In a Mgeoo packed with 13 Tests, 
the Burd obviously has little time 
or Incllnetion for the domestic pro 
gramme. Such an indifferent attitud<> 

B n only be to the detriment i of 
dlnn cricket, OtherwiM, how else 
can ona Justify the abieaoa of the 
loteetors durlnf the final. 

It hat been explained that the ah- 
soBoe of tha will give voungar 

; 

CWivenlanea. It le nut enough if 
youngstors gat a chance to play 
t They ought to be tnejl and tested 
' against the established stalwarts 
Moroly affixing the label of Ouloep 
Trophy does not leally enhance tht 
level of a competition 

What is orv? to make of Madan's 
showing in the final f Can be, for' 
instance, be recalled to the Indian 
^ team on the stiength of his perform 
once ? It would he a folly to do so, 
for he provided little evidence to 
show that he is now better equipped 
to cope with the bouncer. On the 
other hand, he was caught hooking 
a harmlasa bouncei in the first inn- 
mgs. If he remained unconquered 
and triumphant in the second, H was 
inrfaly because West didn’t have 
even ope bowler of genuino peep. 

That ehould suffice to show that 
the Ouleep Trophy tbia year failed 
in its primary purpose of unearthing 
Test matarlal. 

' A CORR£SPOMO£NT. Dailii 


OeODHAR TROPHY 


West 
win cliff 
hanger 


TPHIS YEAR’S DEODHAR TROPHY 
fi Championship will be remem¬ 
bered long for a classic piece of bats- 
manship by Tamil Nadu’s T. £. Sri- 
nivamn. His scioUllating Mrfor* 
manoe for South Zone againir west 
Zone m the semi final left the know¬ 
ledgeable wondering how a batsman 
of nis calibre could not find a place 
in the present India team. Worse, 
the South Zone selectors chose to Ig¬ 
nore him for the match against the 
Pakistanis after the Chepauk Test. 
It IS hard to believe that his omis¬ 
sion was on cricketing merits. 


There is a touch of drama in every¬ 
thing Srinivasan does He hat no re¬ 
grets about the treatment meted out 
to him His bat and feet speak for 
him. His dismissal after such a glo¬ 
rious knock against West Zone 
brought up the showman in him. The 
way he was tricked by West's left- 
arm spinner Pardeii was comic but 
he did not like it one bit. He stepped 
nut to drive and Pardeii quickly saw 
him and bowled wide outMde tba off- 
stump. Instead of getting back he 
stood his ground down the track pro¬ 
testing to umpire Rajen Mehra that 
the ball was a wide. He had all the 
time to regain his crease before Amit 
Shroff could gather the ball movfag 
to his right and stump. He should 
have known that the batsman can 
be stumped off a wide ball Appa¬ 
rently he realised his foolhardlnata 


Just as he walked into the players 
gate and entered the dressing room 
with n brond grin, acknowledglag 
the standing ovation of a good gath¬ 
ering. True to his style he bad a 
quick shower and off to catch the 
flight for Madras, apologising ,to his 
skipper, Narasimha Rao: "Sorry, 
Bob. it waa a tall order," on his way 
out. 

Many South Zone players forgot 
their defeat as they saw their hero 
off. hoping the selectors might re¬ 
tract and call him for the Hyderabad 
match The irony of it is that the 
player preferred to Srinivasan, Vljay 
Paul, was among the reserves for 
this tournament. 

Everything paled before Sriniva- 
san's century In the aemi-flnal which 
they lost the moment he left the 
crease, though there were some ex¬ 
citing moments as West pipped 
North to dnim the trophy. While the 
three top zones fought on level 
terms, East and Central filled the 
draw for the tournament which was 
back at one venue after a year’s 
lapse. 

It is inexplicable how the format 
of this preinier bmited-overa tourna¬ 
ment keeps changing every year. In 
the beginning the matches were tag¬ 
ged on to the Duleep Trophy, but 
year before last all the matches were 
played at Pune. The old system was 
reintroduced again, last year when 
South finally beat North, With a «ur- 
fdt of Test cricket, this year both 
the Ouleep and Deodbar champion¬ 
ship have been left to the lesser 
lights, the top stars wanting to rest 
in between the gruelling Test metch- 
es Even the recent 'nist discards 
showed little interest in these match¬ 
es. To suit the Oelhi weether condi- 
ttons, the overs limit was been 
brought down from 60 to SO and yet 
the final spilled over to the second 
flny. 



Sun I Ma'noi a 



C«VBN AFTER SEVEN YEARS 
u aiiioe tha locaption of thU to«r 
nameat, It doci not Mem to have 
none well wltb playert. The only tat< 
tic tbe captaina adopt without any 
hesitation is to put the other side in 
to bat after winning the toss and 
then wait till you know your target. 

In all tbe matches the skipper, who 
won the toss, pnt the opponents in 
and only South f^ed to win after 
winnine the toss. Though they were 
the holders, South were drawn to 
play from quartar>flnal round oa< 
wards. But the opposition they got 
from East in the opening match was 
hardly worth mentioning. 

As one set was selected to play the 
Pakistanis at Gauhati and anothat 
was mnt to Oellu for Deodhkr, . 
Bsmesh Saxeoa ted tbe East Zone 11 
side to Delhi and be, along with two 
other Delhi youngsters who are now 
Mrving in East, Karan Dube and Su* 
dhir Pathak, succeeded in setting 
South a target of Giree runs ag aval 
in the opentna match. South's open* 
ers Sivaramakrishnan and Srikant 
ail but knocked off the requisite 
runs. The openers got 121 of tbe 157 
needed, Srikant remaining unbeaten 
with 77 with two off side sixes and 
nine fours and Sivaramakrishnan 
making S3 with six fours. Srikant is 
keeping up tbe promise he showed 
as fin under-19 batsman against Pak¬ 
istan last year. The only other not¬ 
able point of tbe match was when 
umpire Rajen Mebra called the East 
olt'Spiancr Prsnab J^andy for check¬ 
ing. 

in the first semi-final. North had 
an equally comfortable win over Cen¬ 
tral for whom Partbasarathy Sbarma 
and, Narendra Pal Singh put up some 
fight. Another talented youngster, 
Arun Lai, showed up for North while 
scoring 62 in 96 deliveries. ^ Harya¬ 
na's Ashok Malbotra chipped'in with 
a fine, though slow 42. While iho ^ 
battery of North’s paoemen was not 
seen at its best, there was a comic 
twist to the match when tSie two um¬ 
pires from East, J. B. Roy and B. N. 
Roy, had to be told that the over¬ 
rate rule could not be applied iik a 
overs limit match as, in all serious¬ 
ness. they sought to apply it. 

U was Srinivasan's match when 
South took on West in tbe second 
semi-final. West won the match by 
43 runs because of their better bat¬ 
ting and all-round abilities. 

Some ragged bowling, iaduding a 
costly over by Narasimha Hao which 
cost 11 runs, and some entertaining 
stroke-ploy by tbe exciting Bombay 
opener, Ghulam Parkar, and Maha¬ 
rashtra’s Stanley Saldanba put West 
on the way to a good total. Aunshu- 
tnau Gaekwad in the company of 
Yajurvindra Sinh added 77 runs for 
the third wicket Gaekwad made S2 
while Yajurvindra got 44 and West 
totalled up 2$7. 

Srikent and Srinivasan kept up a 

Ihmv pace to nmain la um nee. 


SrlnivaMn Went on to complete hfa 
century with an array of faultleas 
strokes, eight of them finding the 
boundary, out when be was out, 
Mventh, South still needed 63 runs 
in eight overs. That was beyond tbe 
powers of the remaining batsmen. 

'U/CST’S TRIUMPH IN THE FINAL 
iV was all the more sweet for 
they were subjected to a humiliating 
lO-wkket defeat by North at Pune 
year before last. Setting a tight cor 
don, the West Zone skipper made 
North fight for every run after put¬ 
ting them in to hat first But the 
Amarnath brothers, Suiindcr and Ido- 
lilnder. carried North on their ahould- 
eri with their fine batting, each 
scoring 60 in a total of 24S for 8, 
WBi a shade less than a tough win¬ 
ning target. The brothers were con¬ 
cerned in a 111-run stand for tbe 
third wicket 


West began well and their fourth- 
wicket pair, Yajurvindra and Raju 
Bhalekar looked set to win the match 
(or West. Blit Yajurvindra develop- 

Sionley Hutdiiam drfves off Sunil 

V'dKfjn 




bowled by Jaddjd 


ed cramps and wanted a runner 
which Surinder refused. In disgust, 
Yajurvindra lashed out to get out - 
after making 57. The light faded, 
and, after a consultation with Gmw-' 
wad. it was decided that the matdi 
should be continued the next day. 

On tbe second morning it WM, 
Gaekwad’s turn to settle scores with . 
Surinder. Mobinder l$ft the capital 
the previous night fqr Baroda and 
he was reported to' have informed 
Gaekwad about it. Needing SP mns 
in 10 overs, Gaekwad refused to al- 
low a substitute for Mobinder on the 
field. The famed seamers of the 
North could not curb Bhalekar and 
Naresh Parsana from steering Wert 
close to victory with SO-run fifth- 
wicket stand. Both fell on the thres¬ 
hold of victory, but West had little 
difficulty in winning with two overt 
to spare. Sunil Valson, who gave up 
the captaino of Delhi University to 
play in the Deodbu and Duteep Tro¬ 
phy tournaments, and YograJ Singh 
were too erratic and this made 
thinga easier (or West as they found 
little In tbe atta^ of Mohin^, 
thottsh Madanlal and Ravioder Cba-1 ^ 
dha did Miceeed in keeping them In . t' 
check (or e while. 

A CORRESPONDENT 



betwetMi Madan and Rakash Shukla 
before the declaration It was a 
record tui the eit^hth witket, hui 
pHSiSiiia th<‘ 121 be^wren Mansur Ali 
Khan Fataudi and Rajindcipal, toi 
North against South in ) 963*64. 

A s.dc that had been virtuaiJv 
beaten to its knees w<i^ now filled 
wrth hope and it was West who wen' 
a demoralised lot on the final day 
Against an tftt«ck that was keen but 
never deadly and on a wickot that 
posed few terrors thev (aved in 
abjectly 




kimiLE MADAN'S BRILLlAN'l 
W one-man show and North’s dram 

for 

_ re- 

nicihs that in the absenoe of the 
leading lights on either side the most 
prestigious competition outside the 
Tests iield little interest for the pub 
lie. Barely, s few hundred spectators 
turned up at the Wankhede stadium 
each day. 


How different it would have been 
had the matat been scheduled to 
start just two days later to enable 
Chauhan, Yashpal and Kapil to assist 
North and Gavaskar, vengsarkar, 
and Gbavri to play fa- the West 
Tbe match would not only have been 
a aall-out, especially after our 
trluiart ovar nkiatan, but it would 
also Bivo baoa a true Test of the 
ralgtlyg atrangth of the teams. 


In • aoaion packed with 13 Tests, 
the Board ohviousiy has Uttlo time 
or iacUnation for the domestic pro 
gramme. Sudh an Indiifarant attitude 

S n only he to tho datrimdnt > of 
dian CTlckot. Otharwlia, how olsa 
can one Justify tho absanoa of the 
aoloctors during tho ilnal. 


It haa baon explained that the ab- 
sottca of tho *itors' will give younger 

SSKVsIiWSryKW 

OOnvoniOBOO. It ia not enough if 

E gstori got a chance to play 
ought to be tiled end tested 
ist the established stalwarts 
Merely alRxlng the label of Ouloep 
Tiophy does not leally enhance the 
levm of a competition 


What is OIK to make of Madan’s 
showing in the final ? Can he, for* 
Instance, be recalled to the Indian 
learn on the sticiigtli of his perform- 
• once? It would be a folly to do so, 
for he provided little evidence to 
i^ow that he is now better equipped 
to cope with the bouncer. On the 
other hand, he was caught hooking 
0 harmloas bouncei in the first inn¬ 
ings. If be remained unconquered 
and triumphant in the second, H was 
targaly because West didn't have 
even ofie bowler of genuine peep. 

That abould suffice to show that 
tbe Ouleep Trophy thla year failed 
in its primaiy purpose of upearthing 
Test matarieL 


.A CORRESPOMD£MT. DadM 


OeODHAR TROPHY 

West 
win cliff 
hanger 

qpHIS YEAR’S DEODHAR TROPHY 
£ Championship will be remem¬ 
bered long for a classic piece of bats- 
manship by Tamil Nadu’s T. E. Sri- 
nivgsan. fUs sclAtillatiDg Mrfor* 
manoe for South Zone againif West 
Zone in the semi-final left the know¬ 
ledgeable wondering how a batsman 
of his calibre could not find a place 
in the present India team. Worse, 
the South Zone selectors chose to ig¬ 
nore him for the match against the 
Pakistanis after the Chepauk Test. 
It IS hard to believe that his omis¬ 
sion was on cricketing merits. 

There is a touch of drama in every¬ 
thing Snnivasan does. He has no re¬ 
grets about the treatment metod out 
to him His bat and feet speak for 
him. His dismissal after sudi a glo¬ 
rious knock against West Zone 
brought up the uiowman in him. The 
way he was tricked by West's left- 
arm spinner Pardesi was comic but 
he did not like it one bit. He stepped 
out to drive and Pardesi quickly saw 
him and bowled wide outHde the oiT- 
stump. Instead of getting back he 
stood his ground down the track pro¬ 
testing to umpire Rajen Mehra that 
the ball was a wida. He had ml the 
time to regain his crease before Amit 
Shroff could gather tho ball moving 
to his right and stump. Ho should 
have known that the batsman can 
be stumped off a wide ball Appa¬ 
rently he realised his foolhardlnoes 


just as ho walked into the players 
gate and entered the dressing room 
with a broad grin, acknowledging 
the standing ovation of a good gath¬ 
ering. True to his swle he bad a 
quidc shower and off to catch tbe 
night for Madras, apologising .to hts 
skipper, Narasimha Rao: "Sorry, 
Gob. it was a tall order,” on his way 
out. 

Many South Zone players forgot 
their defeat as they saw their hero 
off, hoping the selectors might re¬ 
tract and call him for the Hyderabad 
match. The irony of it is that the 
player preferred to Srinivasan, Vijay 
Paul, was among the reserves for 
thU toamament. 

Everything paled before Srinlva- 
san’s century in the semi-final wbidh 
they lost the moment he left tbe 
crease, though there were some ex¬ 
citing moments as West pipped 
Nortti to claim the trophy. While the 
three top zones fought on level 
terms, East and Central filled the 
draw for the tournament which was 
back at one venue after a year's 
lapse. 

It is inexplicable how the format 
of this premier limited-overs tourna¬ 
ment keeps changing every year. In 
the beginning the matches were tag¬ 
ged on to the Duleep Tropbv, but 
year befora last all the matches were 
played at Pune. The old system was 
reintroduced again, last year whan 
South finally beat North. Vlitb a su^ 
felt of Test cricket, this year both 
the Duleep and Deodhar champioop 
ship have been lett to tbe lesser 
lights, tbe top stars wanting to rest 
In between the gruelling Test match¬ 
es, Even the recent Test discards 
showed little intereat in these match¬ 
es. To suit the Delhi weather condi¬ 
tions, the overs limit was been 
httmiht down from 60 to SO and yet 
the final spilled over to the second 
day. 
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jpVEN AFTBB SEVEN YEAHS 
u siBoe the inception of this tour* 
oameat, it 4oe« not leem to hove 
none wen with pleyeri. The only too 
tic the captain* adopt without any 
hesttatioD is to put the other side In 
to hat after winning the toss and 
then wait till you know your target. 

In aU the matches the skipper, who 
won the toss, pnt the opponents in 
and only South f^d to win after 
winning the toss. Though they were 
the holders, South were drawn to 
play from ouarter-flnal round on* 
wards. But the opposition they got 
Srom East in the opening match was 
hardly worth mentioning. 

As one set was selected to play Um 
Pakistanis at Gauhati and anothei 
was sent to Delhi for Deodhhr, 
Baaesh Saxena led the East Zone ' 
side to Delhi and he, along with two ' 
other Delhi yojingsters who are now 
serving in East, Karan Dube and Su- 
dhlr Pathak, succeeded in sotting 
South a target of three runs ah ovet 
in the opening match South’s open* 
ers Sivaramakrishnan and Srikant 
all but knocked off the requisite 
runs. The openers got 121 of the 157 
needed, Srikant remaining unbeaten 
with 77 with two off side sixes and 
nine fours and Sivaramakrishnan 
making 53 with six fours. Srikant Is 
keeping up the promise he showed 
as go under-19 batsma.n against Pak¬ 
istan last year. The only other not¬ 
able point of the match was when 
umpire Bajen Mehra called the East 
off-$pinner Pranab JNandy for check¬ 
ing. 

In the first semi-final, North bad 
an equally comfortable win over Cen¬ 
tral for whom Partbasarathy Sharma 
and, Narendra Pal Singh put up some 
fight. Another talented youngster, 
^un Lai, showed up for North while I 
scoring 62 m 96 deliveries. ^ Harya- , 
na’s Ashok Malboira chipped m with i 
a fine, though slow 42 While the | 
battery of North's pacemen was not 
seen at its best, there was a comic | 
twist to the match wbt i il e two um 
pires from East, J B. Ro> and B N. 
Boy, bad to be told that the ovf-r 
rate rule could not be applied lu a 
overs limit match as, in ml serious 
ness, they sought to apply it. 

It was Srinivasan’s match when 
South took on West in the second 
semi-final. West won the match by 
43 runs because of their better bat¬ 
ting and all-round abilities. 

Some ragged bowling, including a 
costly over by Narasimha Bao which 
cost 11 runs, and some entertaining 
stroke-play by the exciting Bombay 
opener, Ghulam Parkar, an'* Maha¬ 
rashtra's Stanley Saldanha put West 
on the way to a good total. Aunshu- 
man Gaekwad in the company of 
Yajurvindra Slnh added 77 runs for 
the third wicket Gaekwad made 52 
while Yajufvindra got 44 and West 
totalled up 257. 

Srikant and Srlnivasan kept up a 
Ihrely pace to ramain in Um 


Srinlvaaan itant on to complate hfs 
century with an array of faultleis 
strokes, eight mf these finding the 
boundary, hut when he was out, 
sevaoth. South still needed 63 runs 
in eight overs. That was beyond the 
powers of the remaining batsmen. 

'U/EST’S TBIUMPH IN THE FINAL 
VV was all the more sweet for 
they were subjected to a humibating 
10-wlcket defeat by North at Pune 
year before last Setting a tight cor¬ 
don, the West Zone skipper made 
North fight for every run after put¬ 
ting them in to bat first. But the 
Amarnath brothers, Surindcr and Mo 
hinder, carried North on their should¬ 
ers with their fine batting, Mcb 
scoring 60 in a total of 245 for 8, 
was a shade leu than a tough win¬ 
ning target The brotbafs were con¬ 
cerned m a Ill-run stand for the 
third wicket 

West began well and their fourlh- 
Hlcket psii, Yajuivindra and Baju 
Dhalekar looked set to win the match 
for West But Vajuivindra develop- 

SutnU'ii iultlhanu drfvc)> off .Sunif 
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ed cramps and Manted a runner 
which Surindcr ret used In disgust, 
Yajurvmdia lashed out to get out 
after making 37 The light faded, 
and, after a consultation with Giek- 
wad, it was deaded that the matdi 
should be continued the next day. 

On the second morning it was 
Gaekwad’s turn to settle scores with 
Sunnder. Mohinder I^ft the capital 
the previous night fqr Baroda and 
he was reported to have iitfonaed 
Gaekwad about it Needing 59 runs 
in 10 overs, Gaekwad refused to al¬ 
low a substitute for Mohinder on the 
field. The famed seamers of the 
North could not curb Bhalekar and 
Naresh Parsana from steering West 
dose to victory with SO run tfth- 
wlcket stand. Both (ell on the thres¬ 
hold of victory, but West bad UUks 
difficulty in winning with two overt 
to spare. Sunil Valson, who gave up 
the captainqr of Delhi University to 
play in the Deodhar and Oultep Tro¬ 
phy tournaments, and Yograj Singh 
were too erratic and this mane 
thing* easier for West a* they found 
little In the attack of Mobiader. 
tbou|A lladaalal and Ravinder Cha- 
dha did succeed In keeping them In 

I check for a while. 
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AS/AN WOMEN S FOOTBALL 

Taiwan 

supreme 

(again) 

M ULAN TAIPEI (TAIWAN) 
won the Asian women's socoer 
for the second consecutive year edg¬ 
ing out hosts India “A** team with a 
fair degree of ease, scoring once in 
each half, Taiwan's mastery was 
never in doubt as they toyed with 
their opponents. But for India's 
goalkeeper Homdas. who had a great 
match, the score would have shown 
how one sided the proceedings were. 
In the preliminary league encounter 
these teams had drawn goalless. 
Perhaps Taiwan were keeping their 
best for ttie last—they proved to be 
the strongest, toughest and the fast¬ 
est team. The Chinese team did not 
concede a single goal in the tourna¬ 
ment. India’s citadel was also unshat- 
tertJd til! the semi-finalsr when Hong 
Kong scored before going down 1-3 


From the kick-off» the Chinese girls 
started mounting pressure and in 
the 5th minute a stinging Icft-fuotcr 
by their star schemer, Chou Tai 
Yeng, missed the indian goal by 
inches. 

Their pattern of play left nothing 
to be consiucred. it was systematic, 
rhythmical wave like movement for 
defence to offence with the link girls 
spraying passes to three forward 
players like royal waiters serving 
wine ready on the platter clean and 
accurate. The players who showed 
real football feel was Chou Tai Yeng, 
who deftly switched positions, rolled 
the ball oii her feet, burst forward 
and with body swerves left and right 
and disposed anybody who dared to 
oppose her. Tai Yeng Careto does 
not enter the box before shooting. 
Her goal-bound pile-cliiver:> are from 
between 25 and 40 yards range that 
few women goalktxiper lend oil. All 
about her reminds one of Shyam 
Thapa. (“There goes Tliapa again”) 
was a frequent coiiimcut one heard. 
The Taiwanese simply swarmed the 
Indian area even forcing the for¬ 
wards to fall back to help hold out. 
Their only credit was that they held 
on till the 20th minute, when the 
first goal came thiough a header 
from the tall centre-forwrard Chang 
Hiu Li from an indirect free-kick 
taken by Chao Feng, In the second 


half, India made a few stray raids 
and the only time they came close to 
scoring was when a Shukia Dutta 
drive missed narrowly. Taiwan scor¬ 
ed the second goal in the dying minu¬ 
tes when a 25-yard pile-driver by 
Yang llasiou gave Homdas no chance^ 
The thickly packed Corporation 
Stadiiip was so stupefied by the 
brand of soccer the Taiwanese exhibi¬ 
ted thpt they greeted the Indian 
team ki half-time with shouts *6o 
back'. 

What was most endearing about 
the Taiwanese display was their 
confidence like that of their coach 
Clu.nd Teng Yun. who told Sporti- 
world even during the priliminary 
round: “We will defeat India in the 
finals.” They had correctly assessed 
each team's strength. 

In the semi-finaLs, Taiwan easily 
brushed aside Australia 3-0, the 
goals being scored by right-half Ho 
Su Ching in the 5th minute, right- 
stopper Chan Feng Ying a gem of a 
shot from 30 yards 15 minutes later 
and the final one by the mercurial 
centre-forward Chuang Hiu Li. 

The most interesting aspect of the 
India-Hong Kong semis was the 
kicking power which the former dis- 
played. The first goal by Sukla Dutta 
was a power-packed drive from 
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30 yards which .stiinncHi the whole 
stadium for a trice bedore the cheers 
broke out. The second goal was al¬ 
most similar, Sushma Das shot, 
which swerved in gracefully. Hovag 
Kong were able to score through 
substitute Wong Moe Yec before Yo¬ 
landa completed the tally for India. 

The Calicut crowd^s favourite Were 
undoubtedly left-winger Shanti Mul- 
lick, who they voted as 'the best 
player* and right-winger Uma Kittu, 
the 14 year-old daughter of Olympi¬ 
an coach Kittu. Both of them were 
really fast but the inside forwards 
couldn’t keep pace with them. 
Though Uma failed to score any goal 
she had a hand in-every one India 
netted. Coach Kittu said: “We try to 
increase the area of action of each 
player. The team as a whole is made 
to stretch instead of crowding, a ten¬ 
dency shown by woim!n footballers. 
We use the whole area of the field 
and attack through both the flank. 
Kittu agreed that the team had the 
tendency to attack through the left 
flank while starving the right. "Our 
women can play like men and can 
easily match the Europeans. Women 
can teach men what real loolball Is. 
Once they see how the men play, 
riowds will floik to see them play.” 
What was seen at Calicut only subs¬ 
tantiated his vk*ws. 

A fter i5 freliminary lea- 

gue matches .spre;*d over leu 
days defending champions Mulan Tai¬ 
pei, India, Hong" Kong and Western 
Australia qinilitied for the semi-linal.s. 
All the league matclms were light¬ 
ly fought encounters^ except when 
Mu Ian Taipei trounced India's se¬ 
cond string 5-0. The most amusing 
part of the league rounds was that it 
was a single slab affair with all six 
participating teams playing each 
other and the top four qualifying for 
the semi-fin 1 Is, 

There were quite a bit of jumbling 
in the fixtures with two teams, In¬ 
donesia and Singapore, not partici¬ 
pating. The organisers finally decided 
tn finish it off in one stage, with one 
pool league, instead of in two stages. 

The only surpri.sing victory was 
one in which Hong Kong put aside 
the Australians to find a berth in 
semis. Had the match been dnwn 
they would have tied with Malnyasia. 
Left-Winger Linda Daniel foiijid the 
Aussie net. West Austrabu never re¬ 
covered from the shock. World Cup 
player Judy Pclit, unlike her sur¬ 
name, was not at all petite socitir- 
wise but was clearly one of the best 
forwards on show, scoitiig all four 
goals for her team in the league out 
ings, including a hat-trick. 

Taiwan topped the league pool 
with 10 poinf.s from five matches 
whik^ India came second with ntiu* 
followed by West Australia and llong 
Kong with four point.s each. Malay- 
asia made a grand recovery in the 
last league tie when they lK!td India 
to a draw. Victory would have level¬ 
led them vvith Hong Kong and Aus* 
traUa. x 


Pot - pourrf 

*^E ASIAN’S women’s) 
F«>otbaH ConfedcratioD wm' 
loi'oicd 10 years ago with tlie 
pritaary ' aim of promoUng . the | 
ga^ among, Ihc fairec s<» in 
Asia. But it took them another 
five years to host the first A^a 
Women’s Football Cbampioiisiitp 
ta Hoag . Kong In im. New Zea¬ 
land became champions in-w^idi 
five countries took part. 1%e se>' 
coad Asiail' meet was bm two 
yj»m later im Taiwan, . whidi 
the hosts Won. FopwUirity «f the 
game among the TaiwanesO wa.<K 
proved again when the'.i|iivuntrv 
hosted the first World Inyitnlion 
Wooten’s soccer in which BrftAht, ' 
Cinada, Oeamark, Finbnid. iSwe^' 
den, Sinticrlaad add America pay-.-; 
tklpatdA Taiwan Hnidh^ m^lird i 
in the dumptonship^ wMot". • wab: 
ahated' by Finland atid^' 

IN INDIA,' WCMEN'S Sl^QKlI: 
was stttted hi the ioteritfiMdiM' 
year for. wamea. Thiwifli .ft hMA', 
time to gel-itTg {baodaliiiild hiii^* 
it seems IwQi^ are-taking.. to D- 
io riidit earuMt. . lodiaa wdpwn . 
have not. yet -piailw- ta the- Aabto' 
champiottsn^’. tet 'have .taitred' 
Singapore and Malaysia'.. At Cah' 
cut, India played for the firm dine 
fielded .two taadia, ' peritaita to 
make sure of at tastfi pna,' genii' 
final hertta That the agsodaUoa. 
selected 40 womon (doUMl^ for 
the coaduttg Cetnp ja soditabtag 
to apegk. jahoed... 

WHAT MOMFTSD THE (XIN' 
federaiioa . tg; .nmciiafi: ' ; 'thfi- 
diaiApioifdttpi 'at.CalKMf--ta tfia 
fact that the IgM Mtai^/foot. 
haB NattadaU nettad a. etC 
Bs 5,000. la' order to itattura' good 
coUecUons foe Urn d^it dbatB' 
piodsbip, th« Saif Ng^w.lddtl»U 
tourmy^t udtt not aa hold 4hig 
year. Tim aopoar orfiay peoiAg'^ 
CaUcttt thus had'to-settll\'ImV 
Australian, Mataystad Utamotf. 
foothaOen ipstead of East' Aen-. 
gal and Mobammadmi Afiurttaji. 
THE PACKED CDBPOItAtIOl;< 
Stadium bad that \ ’WorW 
Cup atmosphere’ wKh a lush 
green field gad udeddtAg tdwers 
tram the foothail erhigr . ordwd. 
But what throMOiKfi th hdto away 
iatefust from fcMfihntt ..«tid ' con¬ 
vert the dfiiitir 

val weld the Adgtaataui .girta 'The. 
moment ABBA nito.weie plgfed : 
through ttm ittHdv tile Ausds 
Watchiaf the.;gfiiMta jumped oit',tdp 
of theh iChakA cfaiMNBg. sidiiog 
ta the. Italic'peels of mers'and 
acooihpicnytai 'eleppiafi Iroffl ttie 
idammoto' croiso. <^4apping soon ■ 

-'turned mto raai danong-'-Travol- 
ta s^toMn whirii tiio soectators 
from.the special gafiery joiaod in 
g^itan.. ”TlMtik yiHt.for. Uw. 
mdSiu’' fiifitowed 'Money, money* 

: add^the danctag reached ' a cto- 
staado 'id ' vm' AlmA ' caruivai 














NATIONAL CYCLING 

Rajasthan 
stay in 
lead 


B ikaner is the nursery oe 

cyiiungi. The Rujitsthaii Stjtr 
Spuit.s (.oiincil coarh, Raiiideo Shar- 
in<i. 1 .S a dodica'tetl soul who learnt 
Hie ai l and grace ol cycling at Cal¬ 
cutta. After his return to his native 
Bik.mer. he has been producing road 
king.s and in load laces Rajasthan 
will always be recognist'd as torch- 
bearers. From Manak Soni to Ma- 
hesh Hanga. it has given numerous 
road kings, both at junior and senior 
levels. 

The Rajasthan team, comprising 
iiiternaiional Ganesh Suthar, the 
1974 champion, Rahmat All, Mahesh 
Ranga and a young Sikh, Nanak 
Saigh, struck the hrst gold in the 
leceiit Nationiil Cycling Champion¬ 
ship when they woii the 100 kni team 
time trial in 2 hrs.-- 3 min. 51.9 
sec. It was a add, chilly day, with 
a divsert wind blowing. The Rajas¬ 
than boys were much ahead of Pun¬ 
jab but they reaMved a setback 
when (ianesh Suthar gave up mid 
way due to exhaustion. The rules 
stipulate that in order to cam a 
placing, at least three riders of a 
team coinplete the race. Thus, il 
fell heavily on Ranga. Rahmat and 
Nanak Singh’s limbs to complete the 
arduous distance braving a chilly 
breeze along the coui.se on Bikaner’s 
metalled road. 

Better tactics helped them and 
Punjab, who pedalled hard to over¬ 
take Rajasthan, could only earn a 
silver. The Punjab team, compris¬ 
ing .lagdev Singh, Malvinder Singh, 
Kashmir Singh and Manmohan 
Singh, did the lap in 3 hrs 6 min. 
24.G1 secs. Services, who take part 
only in tlie road event due to pau¬ 
city of good cycles, eamixl a bronze 
and Karnataka bnLshed a poor 
fourth. 




Rajasthan’s superiority on roads 
was proved beyond doubt when 
Mahesh Ranga won the 2t)(} km 
gruelling racxi ironi Bikaner to Kolay 
at Bikaner in heavy atmosphere. 
Mahesh, a junior champion, thus 
became a senior road king, too. He 
maintniued a unilorm pace Ihrough 
out the seven hours he was on his 
bike Ranga alter 20 km and only 
occa.sionaUy was he given some mo¬ 
ments of fright by teammate Ganesh 
Suthar. In the last lap, Mahesh 
worked haixler to finish ahead of the 
others and win the rare in 7 hrs. 14 
min. 37 sees. Suthar and Services’ 
K. S. Sandhxi fpii-shed second and 
third, le.spectively. ’Phe 1974 road 
king, Rahmat Ali oi Rajasthan, was 
n hard trior but could earn only 
fifth place. 

The women’® 10 km race could not 
attract many entries and Maharash- 
ti a’.s Rakshin Patel become the road 
(jue^ui. Bihar's Pradeep Ksrur and 
We.st Bengal’s Bani Ghosh stood 
second and thdrd, respectively. It 
was Maharashtra’s ace cyclist, Avan 
Antia, who pedalled away to ^ glory 
by claiming the women's individual 
championship. 

Rajasthan’s coach Ramdeo Sharma 
disclosed that the two gold medals 
in the road event cost Rajasthan a 
good fortune: Ramdeo himself 
bought a motor cycle to enable hiim 
to go with the boys during the two 
and a half months of training. Ac¬ 
cording to him, the cost of the 
vehicle, petrol and diet, cost Bajas^ 
than Rs 12,000. This huge expense 
was met through a Sports Council 
grant and public contribution. 
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News ro un d-up. 


Lions rugby tour : 
violence in offing 

CAPE TOWN : Tlie Brilish Liona 
rugby tuur, due to take place from 
mid'May to mid>July, will accclerato 
violent racial cdiitroiitation in 
South Africa, according to Mr 
Hassan Howa, the most powerful 
non-white sporting hgurc in the 
the country. Mr Howa is the 
Moslem president, of the South 
African Council on Sport, which 
claims 1,500,000 predominantly 
non-white members, lie secs the 
tour as a political move aimed 
at persuading the rest of the 
world that apartheid no longer 
exists on the playing field. He 
does not anticipate any aati-Lion» 
demonstrations “because the law 
does not allow that.“ But he 
believes the tour will harden 
opinion among younger people, 
and hasten conirontalion. 

Ml Dick Jeepb, leader of the 
British Sports Council team invesli- 
galion sport In Soutii Alrica, and 
his colleagues, are almost certainly 
aware of these viwes. Though 
Mr Howa would not disclose details 
of his 90niinutc talks with the 
mission In a Cape^Town suburb 


recently it is dear that he and 
Mr Jeeps disagreed ov^r whether 
sport and politics were indivisible. 
“Vou cannot divorce the two/’ 
he said. “The Lion's tour is not 
as important to Rugby as it Is to 
the South African Government." 


He said: “The Lions are willingly 
allowing themselves to be used 
to condone the apartheid policy of 
this country. So, they must take 
the consequences of that tour on 
the South African scene. In my 
opinion—based on knowledge of 
the people — they will bring 
confrontation of a violent sort so 
much nearer." 

1 hough Mr Howa is induential 
within Souih African non-wbiU: 
sport, neither he nor the Council 
of Sport have any real power to 
prevent the tour since, as coloured 
or black people, they have no vote. 
“We have to rely on tne under¬ 
standing and goodwill ot people 
overseas," Mr Jeeps said 
adding “they must continue 
the isulaiion ot South Africa if 
changes are to be made." He 
obviously tears the tour will 
cllectively end South Africa’s ten- 
year exclusion from international 
sport and, with it, all immediate 
chances of full integration. 

Meanwhile, according to James 


Allan in London, the British 
Sports Minister, Mr Hector Monro 
was just one ol many leading 
figures in the world of sport who 
expressed bitter disappointment, 
though not .surprise, at the decision 
which could result in the collapse 
of the 1982 Commrmwealth 
Games. 1’lKt Mmistcr now sees bis 
task as making u clear to 
international sporting bodies that 
the Biitish Goveiriinenl is strongly 
opposed to the tour and did all it 
could to persuade rugby’s officials 
to cancel it. 


Mr Robert Weiglnll, English 
Rugby Union secretary, aumiUed: 

T ani afraid we can expect a 
lot of hostility towards rugby. We. 
had 10 letters from other British 
sports bodies pleading with us not 
to go and not one in favour." 

Sir Dennis Follows, chairman of 
the British Olympic Association, 
said the rugby unions “live in a 
kind of ivory lower isolated 
from world opinion. They don't 
have to pay any attention to it." 

He feared the four would “spell 
the death-knell of the Common¬ 
wealth Games" in Brisbane in' 

1982 as most of the black African 
countries and those in the Caribbean 
were likely to withdraw 


DONAl n SAIINIJFP'' 


JULLUNDUR SUPREME 



FIVFs IN A HOW . Pa^tala was the venue for the recent 5th Punjab Women's Sports Fa<:lTval where 

1000 ffirls tynuregatcd from 12 disiru-ls to take pari m eight di^eixAines held cn^rr 

five in which defending champions Patiala were relegated to third spoi by Amriisar and JuUnndur, 

the lalLer retammg the ninnersup position. WhMe there was qualityM the standard of the athletes, 
the officiating standard was not up to expectations, especially in hockey. Even so, the JuUumlur girls 
proveii their mettUf tmee again, edgrnt^ out Amritsar btj a lone goal. Picture slums the trium.Tp^ant Jullundur 
team, which retained the hockexf title for the fifth year in succession. 


39 




World doubles champs 

LONDON : Brian Gottfried and 
l\aul Ramirez, the Amcrican-Mexiran 
(ombination who reunited less than 
12 months ago, justified that 
revival in fine style recently by 
winning the Braniff Airways World 
Doublc!» Championship at the 
Olympia, have. They won an 
absorbing final, lasting almost 
three hours, against the Polish- 
l)utch combination of Wojlek Fibak 
and Tom Okker by 3-6, 6-4, 6-4, 

4-6, 6-3. 

It was the second success in 
the event fur Gottfried and Ramirez, 
for they won it when it was staged 
in Mexico City in 1975. This was 
at the time of their orgiiial partner* 
ship, which earned them ihe Italian 
title four times from 1974, the 
Freuch title twice fiom 1975 and 
the yyimbledon title in 197G! 

The contest was of very g.)od 
standard, with the issue balanced 
precariously enough to make «. 
result cither way equally just. 

Had Fibak and Okker been the 
winners—and they almost certainly 
would have been had they implemen¬ 
ted their threat to bC 3—0 with 
two service breaks in the final 
set-r-onc would have liailcd Fibak 
as the hero. Except in the closing 
stages he was the magician of the 
match, his interceptions at the uct 
being marvels of touch and anti¬ 
cipation and he manfully carried 
Okker along when the- Dutchman’s 
touch was rough and his contribu¬ 
tion a vast share of volleying 
errors. 

On the winning side Gottfried 
began poorly, losing all his first 
three service games. But at the 
end he was a tower of strength, 
his servioe being the most punishing 
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and dominating of all. In the realm 
of might-have-beens was the 

likelihood of Fibak and Okker 
leading 4-0 in ihe last set. In 
fact, they were in front 3-1 and 
Gottfried and Ramirez won the 
match by taking the last five 
games on the trot 

The British participation in th»s. 
the most remunerative doubles 
tournament in the game, with its 
total of £100,000 in prize money, 
had more reward in just being 
there than in its success on' court. 
The last places in the merit ordei 
were shared by Mark Cox and 
David Lloyd, together with tho 
other home competitor, Buster 
Mott ram, and his partner, Hie 
Nastasc. 


It was a profitable tournament 
for the Britishers in that individ¬ 
ually as tail-cnders they earned 
£2,500, a small amount if compared 
with the £20,000 taken by each of 
the winners. Was the playing 
skill exhibited worth these huge 
amounts ? Market value governs 
such things and this sort of lawn 
tennis is neoessarily a commercial 
operation. It is not necessarily 
worse for that, except that the 
public appeal of a player such as 
Nastase is probably less for his 
decayed genius than his niilorious 
behaviour. 

A footnote to the matter of 
Nasta.se was provided by the 
promoters. World Championship 
Tennis, who announced that 
Nastase hdd been fined £2,500 for 
“conduct detrimental to the sport 
of professional tennis". So 
Nastasc will have egrned nothing 
for his efforts at Olympia. 

LANCE TINGAY 


Tug of war for Ranji 
match 

HATNA : Every third year Bihar, 
after Orissa and Assam, 
is allotted a fofeign team’s 
match against East Zone. And 
this sort of match is the only way 
the Bihar Cricket Association 
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profits to meet the expenses of 
the 'no tour’ years. Patna wanted 
to stage the West Indies-East 
Zone tic at the ‘languishing’ 
Moinul Haq Stadium, but failed 
to do so because the State’s 
capital was unable to pay the Rs. 

2 lakhs guarantee fee. So 
Tamshedpur took over—justifiably. 


The Bihar Cricket Association has 
not really given the velvety Moinul 
Haq turf sufficient opportunities to 
prove its worth. Only one match 
was held here—between Pakistan 
under-19 and East Zone. But that, 
too, was washed out. So when 
Bihar’s turn has come to stage the 
Ranji quarter-finals between Bombay 
and Bihar from March 14 to 17 next, 
it is felt that the tie 
should be allotted to Patna. 

But will Patna succeed in 
its bid ? This year there is a 
triangular fight for staging the Ranji 
encounter. There fs Jamshedpur and 
now much-in-the-soenc Dhanbad, 
which has the credit of staging two 
Ranji ties at Jamadoba’s Digwadih 
Stadium. Hard-working Robin 
Mukhorjeo ha.s developed the 
Dhanbad unit. It probably has an 
edge over Patna, because two Bihar 
Cricket Association executive 
committee members have been 
elected vice-presidents from 
Dhanbad. But then the BCA should 
test the Moinul Haq turf and 
placate the Patna public and the 
association which has been making 
frantic pleas to stage it. So the 
three-cornered war is on. Who wln.% 
is anybody's guess! 

SAMIR SENGUKTA 




Crossword 


Grjdmdo 



ACROSS 

1 A new kind of game in which 
players drive Volkswagen Beetles 
and chase a large ball (3-6) 

4 A card game (3) 

6 In American soccer, if the score 
of both teams is the same after 
90 mlnues, there Is a - to decide 
the winner (4-3) 

7 Prevents a goal from being scored 
15) 

9 Irritable (6) 

10 River-flodd (5) 

12 Situatjon where one person or 
group faces another in a bold or 
threatening way (13) 

13 A linesman’s decisions (5) 

15 A horse that has won a race easily 
IS said to have home (6) 

20 Complete defeats of the compan¬ 
ions ? (5) 

21 Of a horse, rose up on the hind 
logs in a lively way (7) 

22 And not (3) 

23 Ornamental play-object ? (5, 4) 

DOWN 

1 In piquet, winning of alt tricks by 
one player (5) 

2 Respond to a stimulus (5) 

3 Coffee-bar (4) 

4 In boxing, a punch made as the 
boxer swings round forcibly (5) 

6 Fair to contact the ball (4)^ 

7 A musical instrument which plays 
notes in the highest range (7) 

9 Framelike barriers for jumping 
over In a race (7) 

n In cricket, either of the two areas 
around each wicket (3) 

14 “They lived ever happily—” (5) 

16 Good or first-rale of Its kind 
(Anglo-Indian) (6) 

17 Displaying artistic or Inventive 
skill (5) 

18 f —: Egyptian squash rackets 
player (4) 

19 To begin a series of games (4) 


Question box 


lAnswcrs by Vijdyan Hdl.i 


ATTENTION READERS 

Entries for ’Question Box' must 
either be written on the back of 
a post card or pasted on it. 
marked''Question Box", and sent 
to SPORTSWOBLD. 6. Prafulla 
Sarkar Street. Calcutta-700001 
Entries sent in in/and letters or 
envelopes will not be enter¬ 
tained. 

Further, since we receive a 
regular flood of entries, readers 
must he prepared to wait for a 
minimum of two months before 
then queries can be answered 
Editor 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 



A: Till the end of the 1s! Test bet¬ 
ween England and India in 1979, 
Chandrasekhar's best Test figures (In 
innings) fs 8 for 79 vs England in the 
1st Test at New Delhi in 1972-73. 


O. K. Srikanth, Shimoga. 

Q: How many Test wickets has 
Fleetwood Smith taken ? 

A : In 10 Tests, Fleetwood Smith has 
taken 42 wickets at 37.38 a piece. 

S. N. Bora. Jorhal. 

Q : What Is the date of birth of Colin 
Croft and what is his Test bowling 
record ? 

A : Croft was born on March 15 
1953. In 7 Tests, he has taken 42 
Wickets at 2014 a piece. 

Ramakriahna. Coonoor. 

Q : What Is Solkar’s highest Test 
score and how many catches has he 
taken In Tests ? 

A: Sotkar's highest Test score K 
102 vs West Indies in the 5th Test at 
Bombay in 1974-75. In Tests ho has 
taken 63 catches. 

A. K. Kohelear, Poona. 

Q : What is the weight of a cricket 
ball? 

A : The cricket ball should neither 
less ihan 5‘ ounces 155 9 gms nor 
more than 5J ounces|163 gms. 

Sanjib Chowdhury. Dibrugarh. 

Q: What is Chandrasekhar’s best 
Test figures ? 


I n.iDjii Ghosf' 


QUESTIONS 


46 ! 


1. Where were the Xnth (1940) and 
XIMth (1944) Olympic Games 
scheduled to be held '> 

2. In which year did Lord KItlanin 
become the f.O.C. president ? 

3 Arrange In order of weight: A 
football, a voiloybali, a basket¬ 
ball. 

4 . For which club did Eusebio play 
In Portugal’s domestic soccer 

league 7 

6. Which English Tost cricketer had 
the same name as that of a 
former British Prime Minister ^ 

6. What is the Europe Cup *7 
t. Who became the first bowler to 
take 300 Test wickets ? 

8. Why Is table tennis called ping 
pong'? 

9. When did India become the 
aecond team In the history of Test 
cricket to be dismissed twice in 
a day? 

10. In which cricket Test were three 
batsmen out for 90? 

ANSWERS 
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(Solutions next week) 




1 Bridge 


lOorit 8ehi0)rQ 


Loser>on-]oser plays should ba farDiilar 
to most players, but on two consecutive 
hands ftom a recent match opportunities 
were overlooked. This was the first: 
4AQ4d 
y K J4 
O K104 
4573 


4 KSS 

y s3 
6 .1 7 6 
4 AKJ96! 


N 

W E 


> 10 

' 1087552 
0932 
• 4 2 


4 J 0762 

y A09 

6 AB6 

4oio 

South played in tour <;paacs a^ier West 
had overcaifeo in clubs* The rtetonce, 
started with throe ^o*jr.as of ciubs and’ 
‘East trumppd the third with 4 ^0. Without 
pause tor inought declarer overruf^ad 
and finessed 4 0 but now there werei 
Inevitable losers m toth trumps and 
diamonds. Tho solution to South’s 
problem was quite simple - he must 
throw a losing diamond under East's 
4 10. Then he can pick up the trumps 
without loss. 

The other exarr.ple had an unusual 
twist -- the cntira! play should have been 
made by a defender: 


» A2 
> K 0 

• J87432 
>542 


' AJ83 
Q10 

>A087a 


4 KO1096 
y 9652 
6 A6 

4o*i 

Thistime South played in two-spades and, 
after dummy came down after the lead of 
y K, it looked as though there were 
only five possible losers. 

The defence, as it went, confirmed this 
view. West continued with y 0 and East 
overtook with his Ace. He played off 
yj, on which West discarded a club, 
and switched to Ace and another club. 
Now there was no way for the defenders 


to take more than their five obvioua 
tricks. 

Try the effect of a fourth round of heerta 
from East on which West discards 
another club (the loser on loier theme.) 
Now when West gets in with 4 A he can 
lead his last club and take a ru^ in the 
suit for the setting irirk. 

Last week’s qui?: At game ail South 
holda4 64y K 0 A K J964K J«/4, 
He opens one>diamond, North respondl 
ioni'Spade and South reblds twa^ciuba. 
North next tnes 2 NT and South ahould 
;8lmply raise to 3 NT. Thrno-clubs would, 
'be too feeble (It would be r^on-tofcinW 
while four-clubs would take the partner¬ 
ship past the most likely game m no- 
trumps The King of hearts should help, 
whatever guard partner has m the suit 
and there is no reason to eschew the 
nIne-trick game. 

This week^s quiz: At love all South'holds 
4J874y0l0fl3,O none 4 K 7 6 4 2. 
North opens dne-c(ub and South raises 
to two-clubs. North now bids twO-hearts - 
what should South bid next? 


f Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I Peter 

iThs third in Kevin J, O'ConneH'a series of 
statistical annuals has been given the 
blessing of the International Chess f^ed* 
eration, a proof of the high reputation 
earned throughout the world by the pre¬ 
vious volumes. This one, entitled flafs- 
ford's FfDE Chess Yearbook 197017 and 
priced at £3*50. packs a vast amount of 
material Into its 176 pages, giving virtually 
complete details of ail last year's Interna¬ 
tional events and most national cham¬ 
pionships. the rating lists for men and 
women and the regulations which govern 
the awarding of FIDE titles. ’ 

Space has also been found - in order to 
make th^ book more digestible - for two 
sections of games, one containing very 
brief 'disasters’ end the other 20 selected- 
games with annotations, often by the 
winners. Here is one of the best from the 
latter group, a One example of how Tal, 
when In form, can overwhelm even a 
high-class grandmaster. 

White; lilhhali Tal; Black; Nobart •yme.; 
Sicilian Defence. Interzonal Tournament, Biel, 
1976. 

1 •a.cl; a Ktf3,da 

I d4, «nil; , 4 O X d4 ... 

The 'correct* rhove'ls of course 4 Kt x d4. This 


one atfMri the game towards lese analysed 
oaihf. 


S 4 ...ICM) 8 BblBdT 

ixal,ia>8i y 

15llllt1.5-5t ft OdtOaf 

It weuld have been better to defend cautiously 
with 11... Oc7. At a5 the Ouoen soon becomes 
eepoiad tolne tactical possibilities arising from 
iKtdB etc. 

ijllt^llaeai IIKbl. Kh8 

There Ig much to be said for the principle of 
avoiding pawn moves when on the defensive. 
Welting tactics with 14... Rtd6 wore preferable. 

m h X ei; ia h X g, Kt X e4 

Byrne probably overlooked this. Tl\o white 
Queen can now approach h7 either along the 
diagonal or via h3. 

17 .,. ■ K gi; 18 Kt X #4, K X #4 

18 R X 84, ihi: 15 g4. fg 

ft R X el, R k 14 

If 21 .. . f X g, then 22 Rhi wins quickly. 

81 Kt a fl, Reelgne 

Black's King is at the mercy of four attacking 
pieco«. 

Competition 0344. Solution next week. 

Black 



Whito ^ 


What can Black do hprp? 

Solution to 0343 {Schulton-Movphy, Now 
York, 1587). (2r1r1k1/p4ppp/bnBq4/3P3ny 
^P3P/1P3P2;P1PKN3/R1BQR3 - Black to 
play.) Morphv motcci out Ihp lollowmg punssii 
ment foi While's failuro to <Jev«lop his piHv*^s 
properly. 19 . . R x c6: 2fj d x B x b2. 21 

Rxe2, Oxd4-*-: 22 Kel, OgH ; 23 Kd?, 
Rd8-I-; 24 Kc3. Oc5 f : ?5 Kb2. Kl34-f-. and 
White reslonod 


Problem No 1058. Solution next wnek. 

R. A. Batchelor {The Problenvst, 1964). 

(8rl/3R4/8pKQ3/2P9/3kB3/2rS/2bB4/5 - 8 

White man; 8 black.) 

White to play and mate m two moves. 

Solution to No 1009 (ManiBeld). (2oQ2aK/ 

1 pB8Rl/1 pk4p/3r4/PP283/2b2Bl b/9p2/2R2qi1 
- mato In two.) l Bg3 (threat 2 0c7): (a) i . . . 
Rb6. 2 Sc5: (b) 1 . . . Rh5: 2 Sg5: (c) 1 . . . Rf5. 

2 Od7. (<J) 1 . . Rt‘5: 2 Rc7; (e) 1 , . . R x d8. 

2 Sd6; (f) 1 .. Rd3; 2 b5; (g) 1 . . Rd1; 2 Sd2 
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ASIF'S FAREWELL TEST 

Amidst all the excitement at 
the Eden Gardens, there was a 
note of sadness as the sixth 
and final India-Pakistan Test 
commenced. Aslf Iqbal, who 
led Pakistan for the last 
time, recounts the events that 
made this a memorable final 
Test Former captain Sunil 
Gavaskar also reports on the 
drawn encounter. 
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ir INTERVIEWS 

Questioned on the Indo-Pak 
series that just ended^ Sunil 
Gavaskar says India's victory 
was essentially a team 
effort, though Kapil Dev was a 
major tilting factor and 
KIrmani emerged as the best 
wicket-keeper in the world. 
Aslf Iqbal, on the other hand, 
feels umpiring destroyed his 
batsmen's confidence, the 
batting failed but even so, had 
the series been played In 
^ Pakistan, the results would 
have been reversed. 
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22 All In India 

32 John Benaud on the third and 
teat West Indles-Australla Test 
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No more 
Sunny 
days ? 

NO-! IT CANT BE!*’ 


c'JUiU utter, when the AIR 
n'jY,o brougU the shocking 
nev>i, Ihat our ‘Sunny’ 
could ha\e relinquished the 
captaincy at such a mo¬ 
ment is unbelievable in it- 
sed. but more so keeping 
in mind his sterlmg perfor¬ 
mance at Madras, and in 
the past as captain, j 

His knock of IS0 not 
omy proved his class once 
more but also that the ma¬ 
jor part of the Indian score 
as usual rests on him. 
though there have been ex¬ 
ceptions. 

True, his captaincy has, 
more often than not, been 
subject to ruthless and at 
times, silly criticism. but 
that did not deter bim 
from retaining the ‘rubier’ 
against the West Indies, 
Australia, and now, Pakis¬ 
tan. 

Keeping in mind his 
spectacular success in the 
18 Tests he has led so far, 
coupled with bis own per¬ 
formance, one cannot , but 
wail at the sudden decision. ; 

It might be a well-dedd- 
ed move on his part, Imt it 
certainly has left cricket- 
lovers’ heart broken. 
The mutual affection Sunil 
and his boys share might 
not remain once someone 
else takes over and that 
might cause a setback to 
Indian cricket. May be 
change his mind soon. 

RANJANA MUKHRRJEE. 

Jamalpur* 

LAST BALL HAS 

A been bowled, the oats 
ha\e been oiled and put 
away and around Lord's the 
grandstands are deserted 
and forlorn. We have said 
farewell to cricket. We have 
said farewell to cricket's king. 
And so “hats off” to the 
Jam Sahib — the prince of 
a little state but the king 
of a great game. In the 
quality of his play he is un¬ 
like anything that has been 
seen on the cricket field, 
certainly in our time. There 
is extraordinarily little dis¬ 
play in his methods.” 

The above was written 
1 some decades back about 


Ranji but it appears as it 
was meant for Gavaskar 
after his marathon effort 
at the Oval, where, it may 
be recalled, the last ball 
was not bowled. It could 
equally apply to Gava«:kar 
after his captain's knock at 
Madras against Pakistan. 
The only difference is that 
we have not said farewell 
to cricket — the farewell is 
only to Gavaskar’s captain¬ 
cy which be has relinquish¬ 
ed on his own. 

It is seldom that a suc¬ 
cessful captain, like a sues 
oessful pohtidan, lays down 
office on his own. Gavas¬ 
kar, the true sportsman 
that he is. has relinquished 
the captaincy of the team 
at the height of his success. 
“Hats off” then to Sunil, 
and let us wish him many 
a long innings sans the 
cares of captaincy. 

K. CHANDRAMOVLl, 
Neic Delhi, 

JUST WHEN CRICKET 
lovers were basking m the 
renected glory of the suc¬ 
cessful JJiQian team and 
per GavasKar's fans were 
cemenung their faith in the 
wonder-man's tried and test¬ 
ed ability to vitaminiSe 
Indian cricket, and not los¬ 
ing an opportunity to bestow 
Mold-you-so looks towards 
the anu^avaskarians {tb«s 
cult aiso exists), the captain 
himself comes up with a 
jolang announcement — re¬ 
nunciation of caplainer w.th 
immeoiftte efiert. To put it 
mildly, the announcement 
generated a cocktail of re¬ 
actions. 

The legion which staun: li¬ 
ly believes that the national 
cricket received its much- 
needed shot in the only 
after Sunil Manohar Gavas¬ 
kar was entrusted with the 
helm of the team is. no 
doubt, shocked and dejected; 
wh-le the lesser staffed orda 
ance branch of ciicket enthu¬ 
siasts Is smug. 

While it is unwise to ha¬ 
zard any surmise regaixlmg 
the reason d^etre behind thus 
apparently sudden decision 
it may nonetheless, be b^irne 
in mind that if past experi 
enoe is any indication, (ia- 
vaskar has, more utten than 
not, given proof of a well- 
stacked upper storey; as 
such, it follows that this de¬ 
cision of ins — which has 
managed to kick up a lot of 
dust — has not imly been 
well-calculated but almost 
computerised so as to be a 
sure-nre proposition Sunny 
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NCM PRESBNTS A 

/ Jubilee \ 
/ Cricket Special \ 

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Board of Control for Cricker 
in India and English Cricket team's visit to India 

A thoroiJgh survey of fifty years of Indian Cricket Articles and features 
by well-known cricketers and eminent spoitswriters Fully illustrated 
with brilliant colour and black and white photographs 


■ How do they control 
cricket^ 

An in-depth study of 
the activities of 
Board of Control 
for cricket in India 

■ What ails our Cricket 
Control Board? 

■ How are the players 
selected? 

■ Batting and bowling 
in the last fifty 

V years 


-Highlights: - 

■ The role of 
all-rounder in Indian 
cricket 

■ Who are the eleven 
best cricketers of 
the last fifty years? 

■ National champion¬ 

ships of India 

■ India s world records 
and test careers of 
Indian players 

• Interviews with 
veteran cricket 
watchers- 

■ Marshneil 

on Vishwanath and 
Sunil Gavaskar. 


Life and times of 
Kapil deo 

A critique of 
Indo Pak Test series 

Beautiful colour 
pictures of Indian, 
English and Pakistani 
cricketers 

And many more . 
interesting articles,/ 
stones, poetry / 
and satire / 


Largest Circulated Illustrated Hindi Weekly 




must have had tenable rca 
.voos oi his own and his pia 
rnaier buzzed out this deci 
Sion as the best Hence, his 
rwish deserves due respect 
I and At must be conceded that 
I with politics mvadmg the 
cricket worid ot late, his re- 
! linqui^bing of capiamcy has 
' been very weli-iimed, for 
obvious reasons. Also, step 
piog down as he is when his 
career gruph has hit an all 
time h*gn, Sunny has man 
aged to earn both lavish and 
grudging appreciation from 
all quarters and has carved 
quite a comfortable niche for 
hiinseU in cricket-ioving 
hearts. 

Ail Said and done, those of 
us who will nnss Sunny's 
^ adept captaincy ran take 
consolation from the fact 
that he will at least continue 
to w cld the willow and the 
day may vet dawn when 
Cjavaskars book of records 
will zoom past even the il 
lustnous Gumiiess Book of 
Heiords > And then, Gavas 
kar has, with an admirabh 
loiesight, left open the op 
tion ot accepting the cap- 
idiiiry once agam in future 
— We will look forward to 

tlkit 

RUMY ROY. 

AltcJialxid 

MK SUNIL GAVASKAR 
has a gica*! sense ol tuning 
il nuiiung else He has been 
hoik r ng tor the past two 
nioiiias that they are being 
made 10 piay too much uic 
ket and tnis is affecting 
then peiioimanccs But bt 
saw that no one was in tht 
least twt inteivsted So he 
did the next best thing — 
resigned as the masteiiiiiod 
behind the wummg combi 
nation. How sad, and just 
as We were slowly and sure¬ 
ly getting to the top. And 
all tbhS in aid of tour 
which should not have been 
planned anyway 

Imagine a jaded Kapil 
Dev bowlmg to an in-form 
Vivian Richards. And we 
have no off-spinner worth 
hiS sah to curb the left- 
handed bnlhanoe of half 
the West Indies batting 
hne-up. No Gavaskar either 
to handle the pace of Hold¬ 
ing and Roberts and you 
have the picture. Will some 
statlsb^an please tell me ol 
any Test-playing country in 
the bisto^ of Test cncket 
having played cricket at 
the nigihest level* round the 
clock, for twelve months? 
^ Trust India and Chinna- 
swamy and oo. to try and 
create this new record. 

1 don’t blame Gavaskar 
I for doing what he has done. 

if the rest the team has 
; hny ^se they wiB do the 


same Then we can send a 
second eleven to the We.st 
Indies captainiHi by any Tom. 
Dick or Harry And if we 
get beaten we still do nut 
lose face because it wav 
only our second eleven 
But I do blame Gavaskar 
for churlishly refusing to 
captain the Calcutta and 
the Golden Jubilee Test. 
Probably he thought the re 
fusal might be the neces 
sary 220 volts needle to 
give a jolt to the compla- 
(’ent Board Once again 
kudos to Gavaskar His 
timing has been peipfect 
just like one of his patent 
flicks off hfls toes for tour 
runs A winner to be sure 
BVLBUL GUPTA, 
Bokaro Steel (tty 

SACK HIM YFS, I MEAN 
Gavaskar I strongly feel that 
this IS the right lime wlw*n 
the Indian Cricket Conti ol 
Board can provr that one 
man doesn’t constiiute a 
team of eleven Gavaskar’s 
decision to relinquish cap 
tamcY IS an insult, not only 
to the cricket BoaixJ but 
also to tile game ot ciirket 
The Board should take mi 
111 diate duUuii on it so that 
the othei players can learn 
a lesson from it Players 
have to stop thinking thr\ 
are ‘indispensable’ 

MEHTA 

IT’S HIGHLV DIS(,RAC1 
fui and unsporting of (lavas 
kar to have ictiiscd gom^^ 
to West Indies as India s 
cdptdiu Gavdskdi knows 
that the West Indies loin 
will be a tough one liom 
India s point of \ lew amt 
piobdbly in oixier to kiip 
hks unbeaten reemd ol cap 
tamey intact he has stavi^d 
back saying il is due to pt i 
sonal reasons (jdvaskai 
himself has shown that In 
IS vulnerable to gcouiiu 
pace and this way will 
escape fauiig the West 
Indies fast bowleis I wisl 
Gundappa Vishwanath a 
happy and a successful tout 
S MOHAN. 

Banqalort 

GAVASKAR’S DECISION 
is an insult to all Indian 
players, from Sandeep Patil 
to Kapil Dev Gavaskar’s 
deisire for undersciyed sup 
premacy over his colleagues 
was more than obvious dm 
mg the fifth Test No doubt 
Gavaskar was one of the 
pillars of the Madias Test 
win, but he seems to think 
too much of himself 
The wisest move I think 
would be to ask (»avaskar 
to cam his money through 
something like the ‘PacUei 
series'. He was given too 
mU(^ of undue fame and 


fortune by all conceined 
The Indian sidection com 
mittee certainly deserve > 
this insult from Gavaskar 
IL MOHAMLD JAN 
Madras 

EARLY LASi YEAR 
Gavaskar did not airept the 
leadership lor the tngland 
tour and then gave a state 
ment that he was disappoin 
ted at being not given thi 
raplaincy Now he has le 
signed and says he is not 
available tor the Windu s 
tour Whatevci mav ilv 
real reasons behind tbt »( 
signation he knows that 
Windies are th( sliongesi 
i»ide in the woild and be 
also knew that an I ngli^h 
tour IS the most diffuailt 

Come pn Gavaskn hew> 
Is a challenge A(fcpt it 

KUMAR K H 
Bangalore 

AVb TRALIAN CRICKET 
did not come to an end 
after Btadmans retirement 
Sunil who now Has only the 
records of Bi adman and 
Sobers above him is not go 
ing to the W.ndus Does he 
intend to establish his world 
record after some rest by 
playing against Sn Lanka oi 
Ntw Zealand, I wish him 
the be-’t ot luck ' 

S. K NABAR, 
Bombay 

MOST LOVERS Ot IHE 
game will certainly have 
suinettiing to say on Gavas 
kar s reunquushing the cap¬ 
taincy immediately after 
Indias victory at the Che- 
pauk I am writing this 
letter to you immediately 
on heaimg the 9 pni nows 
today (January 20j And i 
congraiuidte Mr Gavaskar 
for doing so In this gestuie 
and in his desire not to 
partiapate in the Caribbean 
tour, be has shown remark¬ 
able restraint He epitomises 
the well known saying 
‘ haste makes waste” He 
in no hurry to break Sir 
Don’s record or for the 
knighthood In tact, Mr 
Gavaskar has proved once 
again that every player, 
however, great and indis¬ 
pensable needs some time 
oft from the sport to lead 
hLv/ber normal life 

Possibly, while relaxing, 
Mr Gavaskar may be prone 
to make a few more thou 
sands by lending his mellow 
voice or his cute fac^ for 
some cause other than cric¬ 
ket But that’s his husiness, 
and no one, least of all the 
Cn control Board, can 
grudge him that preroga 
tive 

I, tberetore, request lovers 
of cricket to refrain from 
being 'hung up’ over the 


temporary loss of Gavaskar 
This mature cricketer is 
certainly not leaving cncket 
lock stock and barrel Let 
uv wish him and his family 
a lovely hobday just the 
wav we wish a colleague or 
a fr.end ‘happy holidayat 
the time of our annual 
leave 

PARTHO SENGUPTA, 
CalcuttcL 

India settle an old 
score 

P LEASE CONVtY MY 

heartiest congratulations 
to skipper Gavaskar and the 
rest of the Indwn team for 
winning the Madras Test and 
the rubber against Pakistan 
Congratulations to Gavaskar 
aga.ii for his 231x1 century 
and especially to the bon 
hearted young medium paoer 
Kapil Dev for his excellent 
knock of 84 and his devas- 
Idling analysis ol 7 for 56 
HASNE JAHAN, 
Untversxty of (Jhvttagong, 
Bangladesh 

MY HEARTS CONGRATU 
lations to skipper Gavaskar 
and his wonderful team foi 
bringing us an historical 
victory by 10 wickets on a 
lovely pitch at Chepauk 
I*hoiigh It was Gavaskar 
who laid the foundation for 
the win with his marathon 
innings of 166 it was the 
Jion hearted Kapil Dev the 
darling of the crowd, who 
was the trump card of this 
splendid victory After a 
swashbuckling innings of 84 
he came back like a livewiri' 
on the fourth afternoon to 
wreck the backbone of the 
Pakistani batting line up 
But lot us not forget the 
superb performance of Sycni 
Kirmani behind the wickets, 
and also of Roger Binnv 
Chetan Chauhan, Yashpal 
Sharma Karsan Ohavri and 
Dijp Doshi 

Three cheers to the 
Indian team and hats off to 
Gavaskar for his tremendous 
Icddc rship 

K, P. GURUNA7H. 
Shakebad 















Indians clcfp as Asi[ walks back to the pavilkm 


A SIF IQBAL* WHO STARTED 
his Test career at National 
■Stadium* Karachi, on October 24, 
1964 against Australia, badt. fare¬ 
well to Test cricket on February 
3, 1980. What a perfect balance it 
was ! Or, to pul it difl'efently, it was 
a full drcle. A cricketer born in 
India and starting his hrst-dass 
career too there, goes over to 
neighbouring Pakistan (for rea¬ 
sons beyond his control), starts his 
career anew, plays Test cricket 
and eventually sings his swan 
aong on the soil of his birth. And 
he did this as captain of Pakistan 
at the conclusion of just one (and 
a somewhat controversial) series— 
which is something unusual. The 
Eden Gardens was, probably, nev¬ 
er accustomed to bidding farewell 
to the captain of a foreign Test 
ream. Precisely that is what lent 
Asif's farewell appearanoe against 
India an air of poignancy and 
never before Asif bad any Test 
•Tlcketer received the big stand¬ 
ing ovation which we witnessed 
that Sunday afternoon. Something 
which Asif will like to treasure 
in his memory. 

For Hyderabad-born Asif (June 
6, 1943) the Eden Test was his 
58th tin date-^the highest by i 
Pakistan Test player. And his 
Test career figures as a batsman 
arc as follows : 58 Tests, (109 
innings) 3.575, runs including II 
centuries (the last oi which was 
against India at Lahore in 1978) 
and an average of 35.05. He is no 
less prolific as a bowler—in fact, 
It was actually as a bowler that 
he got the Pakistan Test cap— 
and in that capacity he has captur¬ 
ed 53 Test wickets at the cost of 
1^501 runs» with an average of 
28.32. He has also taken 38 catch¬ 
er highest Test score 

awnst New Zealud in 


1972-73, and best bowling is also 
against New Zealand (1965) : 5 for 
48. 

Asif has had a chequered 
career. He worked and played for 
National Bank of Pakistan and 
then Pakistan International Air¬ 
ways. And, playing for the form¬ 
er against the latter, he got his 
career-best knock of 196. His care¬ 
er-best bowling figures (6 for 45) 
came when he tore through the 
Cambridge University attack as 
a Pakistan. Eaglets bowler. Asif 
Joined Kent in 1968 and won a 
place in the county’s first eleven 
that very year and led it in 1977. 
Kerry Packer's talent scouts did 
not forget to net Asif in 1977. 

A gifted stroke-player. Asif is 
fond of aggressive batting. And 
It was only when he was appoint¬ 
ed captain of his country in the 
first Prudential World Cup tourna¬ 
ment that he tempered aggression 
Vdth caution. His running between 
the wickets is a treat to watdi— 
in his last Test innings he gave 
ample evidence of that. 

Asif will be remembered long 
for his capacity to change the 
complexion of a game. In his very 
third Test (January 26, 1965) he 
saved Pakistan from certain de¬ 
feat against New Zealand at Well¬ 
ington. When Pakistan were 19 
for 5, Asif’s gallant 52 not out 
saved the side. Two years after 
this Asif, together with Intckhah 
Alam, fought against England at 
the Oval with his back to the wall. 
Their part|iershlp for the 9th wic¬ 
ket provided 190 runs (in 170 
minutes), which is still a Test re¬ 
cord. And Asif himself scored 146 
in 200 minutes. 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE 


Ast/'a Iasi ocknawledgeTTient to the crotpd 
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Memorable farewell 
to cricket 


ASiF IQBAL 

T he first thing 

I noticed from 
our dressing room 
was the colour of the 
wicket, which was re¬ 
markably different tn 
the one we had seen 
on first reaching the 
ground two days ago. But this was 
expected. On clo.y,.‘ inspection, 1 real¬ 
ised that most of the giass had been 
taken off.and the wicket did nol real¬ 
ly look satisfactory. Evei’ything in 
the Eden Gardens, the best ijnlfield, 
the magnificent stadium, the capacilv 
crowd, looked beautiful As a school 
boy, I remember, and also alter 
migrating to Pakistan,^! used to hs 
ten to the commentary and every 
body used to talk about the fast out¬ 
field and the fastest pitch in India 
at the Eden Gardens. But this wicket 
definitely did not look fast or bouncy. 

Vishy gave me the team and 1 
was quite surprised to see that Vmig 


sarkai was not playing in this Test. 

I must confess I was relieved too. 
because I think Dilip is a very fin<? 
batsman. We dropped /aheer and 
Mudassar taking Ehteshamuddin and 
TasLim Arif—the latter armed with 
the best average on this toui. 

Vishy for Ihe first lime—and 1 for 
the last—wont to toss. Again 1 called 
wrongly and Vishy must have been 
delighted to sec the coin going his 
way. Without hesitation he said they 
would bat. it was a good toss to 
win, especially considering the 
wicket. 

1 felt a little strange walking to 
the field leading the team, knowing 
it was the last time I also fell the 
boys really felt for me; they rtially 
wanted to do well. IIk'v were trying 
tu make ino chcertiil, li> back me up 
and it really pleased me because 1 
knew it was coming trom the bottom 
of their hearts. 


We opened with Imran from the 
High Court end and Sikanaer from , 
the pavilion end—and the very first 
over confirmed my fears and doubts 
that the wicket was neither bouncy 
nor a good track because the ball not 
only came at an uneven height, it 
also kept uneven pace. Most of the 
time it was readung Wasim Bari 
after bouncing in front of him. 

Both Sunil and Chetaii started off 
with great determination, at the 
same time managing to keep a rea¬ 
sonable scoring rate. 1 thought we 
were lucky once not to have Sunil 
caught olf Imran when the ball 
swung pretty late. Another time, we 
all felt that Sunil was pretty close 
to being adjuaged Ibw, but the deci* 
Sion went in the batsman’s favour, 
it was Ehtesham who gave us the 
first break when he trapped Chetan 
Ibw trying to play across the line 

The No 3 position was given to 
Roger Binny for the first time in 
the series and we felt that if we 
could pressurise him by attacking 
we would get him out. He played one 
or two good shots, but he did not 
really look comfortable. And then 
we had a confident Ibw appeal turn¬ 
ed down when Iqbal Qasim had 
Roger playing half forward right in 
front of the stump. The decision of 
the umpire is obviously final; be 
knows better because he is in a bet¬ 
ter position to judge the line and 
the direction of the ball. When Imran 
was brought back before lunch from 
the far end, he had Roger Ibw. 

Vishy came in to join his brother- 
in-law. The first ball he received as 
a captain, he tipped between guiiy 
and point to the boundary. I am sure 
that he was relieved doing that. Botli 
Sunil and Vishy played quite confi- 
dentally. Just before lunch, Imran 
bowled a magnificent over to Sunil 
and I think a batsman of a lesser 
calibre would have got out. But 
Sunil managed to stay there and 
India was 70-odd for two wickets ai 
lunch. 

A fter lunch, i introduced 

Ehteshamuddin from the pavi¬ 
lion end and continued with Imran 
trom the far end. This paid divi¬ 
dends shortly when Ehtesham had 
Vishwanath trying to flick to the on- 
side a bail that pitched about middle 
stump and left him to take the off' 
stump. 

Imran bowled a very good spell 
of four overs. He was just about to 
be taken off when he asked for one 
more over. He bowled a short ball 
to Sunil which 1 think the batsman 
lost sight of in trying to drive. But 
he turned his face and got the ball 
on the back of his neck without 
causing any serious injury to 
liim. With two halls to go, 

we pressurised Sunil by having two 
men at silly point and one just be¬ 
hind for catching and the next 
ball from Imran saw Sunil playing 
rather abnormally and give a simple 
catch to Qasim at second, sUp. , p^r- 

hODfi ft leteLftr' 



ist day 





got away from it but Sunil the per 
fectionist that he is, was right be 
hind the line of the ball But he was 
deceived by the pace and the bounce 
that Imran got out of that ball 

To be very honest J was quite 
surprised to sec Sunil standing when 
he got caught at second slip One 
can understand if one gets caught bv 
tht wicket keepei and awaits the 
umpi'C’s decision Dut this decision 
was stiaightforward 

Ycishpal and Patil then staged \ 
vtiy good fighlbai k riust two took 
tin score fioni *1*1 to 187 Yashpal I 
in fact stayed at thi wirk< t toi 40 j 
minutes for just one run And Wv j 
whole Lden (^aidins gave hmi i . 
heaity ovation whin hi stored In 
second nin But Yashpal gaNt tiu j 
iKuessai^ support to Santlip who | 
phyed some glorious shots (tspiciil | 
1\ some drives) and both of tin m I 
went loi tea uii'tparatcd ^ 

A mn ILA SIKANDI B UOWI 1 

ing lioni IIk pavilion end diopp ' 
(d a ^simple icluin catch of Sandipoll 
the hrst ball Probably Sikincki was 
no! c\i>ccting the catch Soon aHi-i 
be ing dropped, Sandip playt d some 
inagnificxnt shots cm both sides ot 
the WH k( t Iq me h< looki d a class 
playci 

then we had a shf,ht problem 
with the ball lor the hist time sjnrc 
the introduction of English balls tlK 
ball lost its shape and as then wasn’t 
any old 1 iiglish ball available wc i 
liad to be coubeiit with using an » 
old Indian ball Wt used that tin i 
thru* or toui overs when \\ again J 
wc lit emt ot shape 1 he umpire s man 
agfxi to produce an English ball Ihis 
tune 


Soon after the change Irriian got 
the vital wicket of Patil Sanclip 
played a really good knock toi In 
learn And his innings was inoic 
valuable than the b2 luns he actuallv 
scored 

With Sandip gone, the hero of 
Indian victories at Bombay and 
Madras, Kapil walked mto a rousing 
recxption, and looked straightaway 
in good foim Hi played very confi 
dently and when 1 brought Qasim in 
the last over of the day, he played 
a glorious cxiver drive to the fencx 

Acc'ording to me the honouis wort 
equally shared by the two teams cm 


P IEW WEKi SI 
ven overs to go toi 
the new ball and i gave 
Irnran a couple ot 
overs to see if we 
could break the part 
nership before the new 
ball was taken Both 
Kapil and Yashpal showed their ni 
tetiuoQs ot scoring quickly before 
the Joew bMi becjtme due add in the 

jfc8g.iy . 


the day 


2nd day 




A sad blou for iruho—skrpjyer V'lshicanafh loses hrs off stump to Ehte 


Liukilv wi got th( much needed 
break when Icibal lured Kapil to 
cximi down the wicket to diivc and 
mi'ss the ball and he was out to a 
brilliant piece of Vvieket kcepint* 
from Wasim Bni betaust not only 
did the ball cxiino l>etwe« n bat and 
pad It also bounced piotty awkward 
ly in liont ot tlu^ stiimp^s That 
was what wi wintcel as when the 
new bad did bMonie due we would 
bti bowling to new baUinan Kitmani 

Both Kin ind \ashpal weie play 
ing pietty conitortably but Imran, 
on scong a new batsman in, wanted 
to have another go even though the 
new ball was due after two overs it 
was a pity that when he did manage 
to gel one on the off side to lift 
libgh>]v^ dropped a simple 


catch otf th-* fending Yashpal Majid 
wdsn I e\p(<ting it and ho was pro- 
babh iin''jght<d by the crowd sit 
ling btdiiiid the baUman 

That chance gone wt thought we 
might have to struggle to gel Yash 
pals wickct But there another 
piece ot bad luck for us when 
Lhtcshaiii lx>wling from the pavilion 
end, managed to bring one in sharp¬ 
ly to Kin who shuffled across and 
took the bull low on his pads Wf 
htid no doubt whilsoever that he 
was kg before But once again, uu 
tortunatclv the decision went against 
the lidding s de 

I took the new ball «nd Imran 
straightaway bowled a magnificent 
over> bhteshanu from the other 



end, abo l>owkd well. The bats¬ 
men had quite a bit of luck on theii 
j»ide US tiine and a^ain they played 
and mlss(^d. At H o'clock we ob 
served two minutes’ silence in me¬ 
mory of the Martyrs and maybe that 
helped us, because it seemed that 
Yashpal, who was playini^ very 
straight, lost concentration and, off 
the very first ball that Imran bowl¬ 
ed after that break, hf nicked to 
Wasim Bari, who took a very ijfQod 
catch low down on the right side. 

With the new ball still hard and 
firm We were quite hopeful that we 
would Ik‘ able to polish off the 
Indian ihiungs before lunch. This 
was not to be, because Karsan and 
Kiri started playing pretty confi¬ 
dently. And for once we saw 
Ghavri playing a defensive role. 
Usually Ghavri is an attacking bats¬ 
man. Kirmani played some really 
gwKl shots, especJally off the back 
foot, and this was one partnership I 
would have been very happy to see 
broken because after this, there 
were only Yadav and Doshi to fol¬ 
low. Einran was really very un¬ 
lucky because he was often beating 
the bat, but not hitting the stumps. 
Imran bowled for one and a hall 
hours this morning, which lor a 
bowler of his type was really a great 
ell'oil. 1 was really feeling sorry 
tor him because he deserved more 
than the wickets he ended up with. 

By lunch, Karsan and Kirmani had 
taken India to a respectable score 
and wc felt fruslraled because the 
ball wasn’t really doing too much 
,.rid the batsmen had all the luck 
Our fielding also looked a bit untidy. 

After lunch we decided to settle 
tor a defensive held because wiln 
the wicket playing as it did yestei- 
(lay and this morning I thought the 
first innings aggregate was going to 
be vita). The uneven bounce and the 
slownes,:. of the pitch would make 
our batsmen grope for runs and. so 
far, they hadn’t really had a good 
batting series. 

The trap that we set for Kirmani 
paid otf and Yadav then joined 
Karsan. They scored mainly in 
singles rather than playing their 
shofs. Off the last ball of Imran’s 
post-lunch spoil Karsan played off 
the back foot to Sdkander fielding 
at mid-wicket not very deep. Shivlal 
cjlled for a run and, without realis¬ 
ing that the danger end was the one 
Karsan was running towards, went 
for it. Luckily, Sikander’s smart 
throw hit the stumps directly and 
Karsan was run-out. 

When Imran saw Doshi coming in, 
he thought he would pick up his 
hfth wicket and asked tor another 
over. But, as it happened so many 
times in this series, the tail-enders 
managed to score a reasonable 
amount of ruas. Doshi survived a 
chance and played one or two un¬ 
orthodox and good shots of his own 
style and manuged to add 25 runs 
with Shivlal before Ehteshain bowL 
cd him. 


rile Pakistan bowling today was 
as ragged a$ the fielding. I thought 
that, for once in this scries, we 
didn’t really do our best on the 
field. Ot all people, Majid—^who 
has the safest pair of hands — 
dropped two catches. The bowling 
honours went to Imran and Ehte- 
.sliam^ both taking four wickets 
each. 

Sadiq, along with Test debutant 
laslini Arif, opened the Pakistani 
innings after tea against Kapil Dev 
trom the far end. Kapil had an 
attacking held and the crowd be- 
liJnd him. It was a very good first 
over by Kapil, a maiden and 1 am 
sure quite a tew hearts in the Pak¬ 
istani dressing room tluttered wheu 
badiq played one chest-high. 

Tasliiii Arif opened his account 
in Test cricket with a beautiful 
(Over drive off Karsan for a four 
and soon afterwards, in the same 
over, had a lucky e.scapo when he 
tried to push anolhei one to the 
vacant area, got an edge and was 
dropped behind the wicket when. 
<!<ispile great attempts, .Sunil and 
Vustiy could not get to the ball 
which came oft the hands of 
Kirmani. 


I'dslim looked a more (xmlideiit 
and tom pact player after that, lie 
played his shots whik* also present¬ 
ing a very sound defence. Both 
batsmen were looking gO(xi, except 
oiue or twite when Sadiq was beat 
eii, tiying to flash outside* the otl 
stump. LventudUy Kapil, bowling 
lound the wicket, trapped Sadiq in 
front ot the wicket. That was a vital 
blow as It was important for Pakis 
tan to have j left-hander stay at 
the wicket — Ix^causc the bowlers 
find it difficult to adjust to a diffe¬ 
rent line. 


With Sadiq gone, Majid joined 
Tnslim. Majid, after dropping those 
two catches, was really feeling verv 
low but at close of play, both ho 
and Taslim were there with 20 odd 
TLins each to their credit with Pak¬ 
istan 57 lor one. Both the batsmen 
had applied themselves well and 
played off the front foot most of 
the time. 


3rd day 



of composure 
suited in our 


F or THE FIRST 
time in the series, 
our batting looked 
composed, determined 
and effective. It was 
ironical that this rainc 
about in our last Test, 
because it was the lark 
in our batting that re- 
losing the series 


ft was Tasleem Arif, along with 
Majid who brought about this change. 
Tasleem carried his bat almost 
through the day. This was a magni¬ 
ficent effort and 1 sincerely wish this 
boy continues playing for Pakistan 
For many years. He looked confi¬ 
dent, played with a straight bat and 
gave the other Pakistani batsmen a 
lesson in concentration. Majid, too. 
looked much more relaxed and com¬ 


posed than he had in the last few 
matches. 

I took the light roller this moro- 
Fng, after having a small conference 
In which we decided that since the 
bounce on the wicket was uneven, 
rspedally from one end. stroke-play 
was almost impossible and our bats¬ 
men would graft for runs, to wipe 
off the 250-odd deficit we faced. 

Majid escaped a confident leg-be¬ 
fore appeal by Kapil Dev, who was 
trying to get. his hundredth Test 
wicket. Though Kapil managed to 
beat the bat on a couple of occasions 
with his pace, movement off the 
wicket and the help of the uneven 
bounce, he failed to break the part¬ 
nership. Then Maild had a lucky 
break when, in trying to cut off 
Binny, the ball almost went to Kapil 
Dev cit gully. 

But Majid was dismissed in 
strange fa.shion, caught behind. The 
bowler, the wicketkeeper and the 
slip cordon, appealed in three stages 
and the .sp<!Ctators, sitting directly 
behind and getting a clctir view, were 
all. I think, quite suiprised when the 
umpire d(*clared Majid caught be¬ 
hind Majid just stood there In dis¬ 
belief. I feci Ihe riling that really 
out the umpire in doubt was the 
.delayed movement ofl the wicket. 
It wa.s sad that Die decision went 
ogainst us. 

This is what 1 liav«* ini'ant when 
T’vo said in the past that oiii bats¬ 
men lost confidenix* in themselves 
for a variety ot teasoiis One ot 
these has been the fad that wc were 
really afraid to play freely because 
we apprehended that, should the ball 
hit the pad or touch anything other 
than the bat, there was a possibility 
that the appeal would be upheld. 
This caused the downfall ol many of 
our batsmen on several occasious in 
this particular aeries 

Javed Miandad, who luined 
Tasleem, immediately got into stride 
and In the nearly 77 luns-partncr- 
ship, he was the dominant partner. 
He played all around the wicket and 
•i<xeruted some beautiful on-drives 
and a magnificent cover-cirive off 
Kapil which, I thought, was the shot 
of the day. They took the score, to 
185 before Javed, trying to play 
cross to a ball off Karsan that kept 
low, was out leg before. 

Raja, the top scorer in the scries, 
joined Tasleem and immediately we 
felt that the righMeft batting com¬ 
bination would give the Indian bow¬ 
lers some Rouble. And indeed it 
did, because we saw that Doshi was 
Dot sure whether to bowl over or 
around the wicket. The batsmen 
were helped by the fact that Vishy, 
strangeh^, delayed taking the new 
ball. 

Kapil eventually got his hundredth 
wicket—and that, too, the prize one 
of Tasleem. I felt sad for Tasleem, 
because he definitely deserved a 
century on debut. He lli^ed a hall 




vei'y firmly off his toes and Chetan 
at short leg* diving to his left, held 
on. Congratulations to Kapil for 
achieving this marvellous feaA:. 1 
am sure the whole cricket world is 
waiting to see or hear of him for 
years to come. He needed seven 
more runs to total a thousand and 1 
was sure it wouldn’t take him long. 
And what a marvellous achievement 
that was—100 runs and 100 wickets 
in only 18 months of Test cricket... 

I was quite moved by the nice 
and warm reception I got from the 
marvellous crowd of Eden Gardens. 
They applauded me and it was also 
nice to see Vishy. Sunil, and otner 
Indian players clapping for me as 1 
walked out for maybe my last ap¬ 
pearance in the Test arena. The 
first ball that I rec'cived was a full 
toss which I lost in the crowd but 
luckily for me 1 just managed to 
pick it up and it took the thick out¬ 
side edge of iny bat and went foi* 
four. And I thought it wasn’t had 
for a player to score a four off the 
first ball he rco?ived in the last Test 
in his career. With only about Id 
minutes to go the only thing I had 
in rny mind was to hang on and then 
plan the strategy for the last two 
days on the rest day. 

I feel the performance of the bats¬ 
men today definitely satisfied the 
Eden Garins crowd, but I was a 
little disappointed in them. In the 
first two days, I had all praise for 
the Calcutta crowd as they applaud¬ 
ed good cricket from both sides. 
But today, T noticed that when wo 
reached 150. then 200 and 250, 
the crowd did not really show 
their appreciation. 

A little note of lightness was the 
sight of little Rohan Gavaskar going 
on the ground with the drinks trol¬ 
ly. In think it was cute to see the 
little boy go out with the 12th man 
of the Pakistan team and the crowd 
really applauded and appreciated it. 

I T WAS A FANTAS 
tic day’s cricket. 
All Eden Gardens was 
agog with speculation 
when I and Raja went 
out to bat in the 
morning, I was think¬ 
ing on the lines of a 
declaration, even behind the Indian 
total, but I wanted to gauge the 
wicket before I made up my mind. 

The last ball of the first over from 
Kapil jumped quite awkwardly and 
Raja was lucky to see the ball land 
in no man’s land. Then Raja played 
two shots off Karsan which showed 
what a truly great batsman he is. 
The second shut with which he readi¬ 
ed his 50 was one of the best shots 
I have seen from him and must have 
been the best shot of the match. 

It was then that it struck me that 
I should find out why Sunil was not 
fielding. 1 asked Viahy and he told 
me Sunil was Al and had a sore 
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throat. 1 felt then that he might not 
be able to open the innings. This 
could be the break we were waiting 
for. And that’s whv I immediately 
declared. When I told Vishy of my 
decision he couldn't believe his ears. 
And the whole stadium suddenly 
erupted into applause us they realis¬ 
ed that I had made the match come 
alive. And 1 was glad that I could 
show the people what positive cricket 
was all about. 

I was further happy when I reach¬ 
ed the dressing room and all the. 
Pakistani players made it clear they 
were behind roe. There was an at¬ 
mosphere of aggression, of a chal¬ 
lenge to be met. 

And what a marvellous job Tmraii 
did in his opening spell. First h;‘ 
had Binny got by Raja at slip off an 
edge when the batsman tried to pull 
to the on a ball that was on the off 
and moving away. Then in camo 
Kirmani, to the surprise of all, to 
perish soon when he couldn't gel 
away from an Imran ball that rose 
sharply. Sadiq dived to his right 
and did the rest. We were now 
back in the game. 

Vishy joined Chetan, who was 
defending dourly. As in the first 
innings, Vishy got a four off the 
first ball, this time through the 
vacant fourth slip position. 

Imran, obviously encouraged by 
the uneven bounev, bowled a very 
hostile over to Vishy. It was then 
that Vishy got hit. This ball, one 
of the quickest iii the Test, pitched 
just short and went through so quick¬ 
ly that Vishy did not have a chance 
of getting away was hit painfully 
on the head. V'^ishy took some time 
to recover but when he did he was 
again right behind the line of the 
ball to Imran. His end came sadly 
when he played over a full toss, 
which r think he lost sight of in the 
background. It was also a beautiful 
ball, the right kind of full toss 
which ended as a yorker to uproot 
tho middle stump. We had got the 
vital wicket we wanted. 

^andip came in and straightaway 
got into stride with some reaay good 
shot^. But then Ehtesham got Chetan 
with a ball that kept low and had him 
plumb Ibw. Sunil, looking in a very 
bad shape, joined Sandip. I guessed 
that both would try and play shots 
to disperse the cordon of close-in 
fielders and this is what happened. 
Some off-drives that the two playea 
were reallv very difficult shots to 
play on this type of a wicket. 

Sandip experienced no difficulty in 
leaning into Ehtesham’s deliveries 
and driving him so I replaced 
Elitesham with Imran. That check¬ 
ed the flow of runs. And then we 
got the wicket of Sandip by a run¬ 
out, just when the two looked like 
taking the initiative from us. 
Sandip’s attempted run was suicidal 
and he was out by yards when Sikan- 
der’s throw hit the stumps. Imran 


then got Sunil out with a rising deli¬ 
very that took his gloves to give a 
catch to Miandad at the bat and pad 
position. 

Kapil then Joined Yashpal. Xn- 
lerestingly enough, Yashpal had come 
in with all the protective gear pos- 
<;ible—^helmet, chest pad aad thigh 
pad I suppose the reason was as 
much the bad patch on the wicket 
as the fact that he could be playing 
in the West Indies. I think he act¬ 
ed wisely. If one isn’t confident 
cj! lacing short-pitched deliveries of 
fast bowlers, why shouldn’t one take 
protective measures ? 

Kapil and Yashpal were obviously 
undci pressure so they played a little 
shakily. Moreover, Kapil had the 
additional pressure of needing only 
seven runs to reach his Test thou¬ 
sand. He was almost run out but 
Sikander’s throw missed the stumpsi. 
He then got that seventh run with 
a beautiful cover drive off Sikander. 
Besides the entire .stadium, the 
Pakistani team joined in the ovation. 

T was personally very happy because 
when Kapil had come to Pakistan 18 
months ago 1 bad predicted that he 
would be a vital force in the team 
and I had been proved right. 

Yashpal and Kapil stayed on and 
were threatening to take the initia¬ 
tive away when Ehtesham induced 
Yashpal to go back on a ball that he 
should have played forwetrd and sent 
his middle stump knocking. Qasiin 
then bowled Kapil neck and crop 

We then got Yadav out by ,bowl' 
ing to a plan. I told Iqbal Qasim 
the best way to gel Yadav out was 
to bow! slowly to him so he would 
sweep. If he swept, the ball could 
go in the air because of the rough 
patches ; and if he didn’t he would 
still want to play across the line. 
And that is what happened. Iqbal 
tossed. Yadav played and missed. 
The second ball was tossed up again 
and driven straight back to Qasim 
for a simple return catch. 

Doshi and Ghavri managed to stay 
on till the end, aided by a missed 
stumping chance. In fact, Pakistan’s 
fielding was quite ragged today, with 
Bari missing a catch—not too diffi¬ 
cult for a ’keeper of his calibre-— 
apart from the stumping. At the 
end of the play, 1 was quite relieved 
to hear that the diagnosis on Vishy 
had shown that there was nothing 
seriously wrong with him 

I N THE VERY FIRST 
over of Ehtesham 
a very close catch was 
missed by Qasim and 
it went ior^ four runs. 
It was very'frustrating 
specially because after 
that chance both Kar- 
san and Dosbi played very sensibly 
and with a straight bat and utilised 
very valuable time tor India. They 
hung around for nearly 40 odd 
minutes and that frustrated us. 
One bouncer from Imran had Doshi 
in the midriff and he doubled up 
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SCOREBOARD 

INDIA v^fuvLH FAKI^tAN vUth ciri<k«« Teift UMiicIi of the 
197^80 plA>ed »i the K4«n Q«jrd«n9t Cal«ut1»^ frem 

29 180 (Tueeday) to 3^^ <Htt|i<lay), 1.2.90 ^Friday) belnv the 
root day. . * 

Oaptatas :( G. K. Vlahwafiath (India) and Aalf lohal Ra«|i 
(Fafclfitan) ^ 

Wkket-keepera ; B. Af H. Klmiaal (India) and Wanlin Dari 
(I'aklatan) 

12Ui man t Alelca Bhaitaohavya (India) and Unhaln Khan 
(Pakistan) 

Debu^; Tasttm AHf (PaUilan) 

Toss won by ; Vlahwanath 

INDIA (1ST UNNINGG) | 

<3ara8kar c Qaslm b Imran 44 (166 mta., 06 balls, 6 fours) 
(the ball cocked up from the Bood length spot* hit the handle 
of the bat and went to second slip) 

Chauhan Ibw b ICbtesham 18 (7:i mU., 35 balls, ’a fours; 
(ahufned across and missed the Una) 

BInny Ibw b Imran 16 (36 mts. 85 balls, 2 fours) (beaten 
by a qulckish delivery that cut back sharply) 

Vlahwanath b Ehtesham 13 (30 mts.. as balls, a fours) (tried 
to drive but missed the line) 

Patil b Imran 62 (157 mta. 1<X) balls, 9 fours) (beaten by 
the Incoming delivery) » 

Taahpal c Bari b tmran 62 (247 mts, 148 balls, 9 fours) 
(edged an outgoing delivery and the wicket-keeper took a smart 
catch diving to his right) 

Kapil St. Bari b Qasim 16 <43 mte., 34 balls, 1 four) (stepped 
out to drive, but beaten by the flight and was stumped) 
Klrmanl c Qastm b Ehtesham 37 (116 mis. 72 balls. 3 fours) 
(flicked to tho leg and was taken brilliantly at sQuare leg) 
Ghavrl run out 16 (83 mts., 42 balls, l four) (Ohavri pusYud 
the ball to the short mid-wicket and went for a sharp single 
but Sikander hit the stumps F^h a direct throw) 

Tadav not out 18 (79 mts., 60 balls, 1 four) 

Doshi b Bhteshanv 3 (63 mts.. 83 balls) (wild drive, missed 
the line) 

Bntraa : 27 (b 8, lb 9, nb 16) 

T0TA1;4 : 331 (646 mts, 108 orers) 

FAl#!, GP W1CKET9 : 1 for 48 (C?hauhan Gavaskar 26 n o., 

48 runs in 75 mts.), 2 for 72 (BInny, Gavaskar 34 n o ; 24 runs 
In 36 mts.): 91 for 3 (Vlshwanath, Gavaskar 39 no.; 19 runs In 
90 mts h 4 for 99 (Gavaskar, Patil 8 n.o ; 8 runs In 12 mt<i ) 

6 for 187 (Patil Tashpat 21 n o. 88 runs In 143 mts.) 6 for 218 
(Kapil, Vashpal 86 n.o.; 31 runs In 48 mts) 7 for 252 (Tash- 
, pal, Klrmani 6 n.o ; 34 run# In 57 mU )* 8 for 292 (Klrmanl 
Qhavrl 6 n.o : 40 runs In 67 mts); 9 for 307 (Ghavrl. Tadav 
8 mo.; 15 runs in 24 mts); 10 fbr 881 (Doshi. Tadav IS no.. 
81 runs in 68 mts.) 

LIVIES : Patil at 36 and India 142 for 4 was dropped h\ 
Blkander off his own bowling. Tashpal at 36 and India 218 for 
6 was dropped by Ifajid at flrss slip off Imran. Klrmant at 
20 and India 257 lor 7 was lucky to survive when Qaslm failed 
to take the catch at short thirdman off Imran 

1 

BOOBING FATTISBK ; 60 rung in 81 mts off 13.5 overs, 

109 runs in 161 mts off 33,2 overs; iflo runs in 262 mts off 541 
overs; 200 runs In 328 mts. off 67 overt; 260 runs In 397 mta off 
811 overs, 800 runs In 480 mts. off 96.2 overs * 

JOWLING i Imran 88-5417-4; Sikander 82-6^87-0: Ehtesham 
25*7-87^4; (jasim 17*8^-1: llsjid 84>-2(M>. 

PAKISTAN (18T iNNINOfl) 

Sadie Ibw b Kapil 5 (82 mts., 26 balls, 1 four) 

(beaten by the in-coming delivery and plumbed In front ot 
the wicket) 

Arif 0 Chauhan b BApil 90 (424 mts. 268 balls, 4 fours) 
(hicked off hta toes and was taken brilliantly at bimkward short 
leg) 

MiMiiii e ICInmiit b Bliiitjr M (180 mb., 188 b*]]«, 8 (oura) 
(Irnttm by tb* oul-swtntM> mmI e4lM to «Wktt>kMb«r) 

)(lMtdod Ittir b <3tii^ 80 (80 mb. 77 bolls, $ fours, l ftro) 
bbuin«d across to drit’o to mld*urtokct, but missed the line) 
Be). no< out « (18) rats. UM tmlts 6 fmirs) 

AeK not out 5 (Ift twb., u IwMo) 

. asms; 17 (b I. nb » 

V 1)OTAl<: 918 ttfr 4 deel. (4Bt mb., 88iS overs) 

el : 1 for 20 (Bidla. Artf n.o 18; 20 runs 

hr 89 mm,), 2 lor Hi (ICsJid, Arif n o. 46, 92 mns Ip 390 mts ) 
^ 4£ll ttoo. 62. 78 runs in 86 mtSt), i for 968 

(Ml, imia 41 n.o ; n mnp In 800 mis.) | 


1 Mf aU ani 

at flrtt sUpoff 


a^ 4 for im lose was dropped 
Arti', Alif again ai 86,aiMl 
|r HDvasto At ^ 

W* Me wM.ta^ to stirtiva 


SCOBING FATT|dl|li^.8Q runs In' ^ mts. olf SO,2 m 

runs In 204 mts off 46.8 Overs, 160 rubs to 298 mtk oi| 6Qi;l hVara^ 
200 runs m $47 mts off 76.2 overs, 2W runs lit 409 edit 
913 overs > ^ 

BOWLING ; Kapil 28-4r66^ Ghavrl 21.8-8-77-1; BInny 
17-3-36-1; Doshi 86-U-88-0, Tadav 10-0-29-0 

INDIA (2ND iNNlMiQff) 

CThauhan Ibw b Ehtesham 21 <102 mts,, 49 baUs* 1 four* I Art) 
(ple>e<l bakk and plumbed In front of the wIckiC) 

(BInny c Raja b Imran 0 (12 mts., 9 balls) 

(tried to push to the mld-wlcket, but got gn edge tb gully) 
Klrmanl c Sadlq b Imran 0 (I2 mts., 6 balls) 

(tried to play defonetvely to a rising aellvery and Offered a 
simple catch to forward short leg) . 

Vlshwanath b Imran 13 (43 mts., 83 balls, i fOur) 

(misled tho line of a full-toss delivery) 

Patil run out 81 (88 mts., 46 balts» 6 fours) 

(pushed the ball to tnid-ort and went fpr a Sharp aingla, 
Sikander 8 throw hit thc^ slump.** at non-striker’s end directly) 
Gavaskar c Javed b Imran 16 (ft mts, 28 balls* 2 fours) 

(the ball Jumped from a nasty patch and forced the bataman 
to offer a simple catch at forward short leg) 

Tashpal b Ehtesham 21 (68 mts, 48 balls, 4 tours) 

(tried to drive on the bark toot, hut tnltaed the line and lost 
the middle-stump) 

Kapil I) C^slm 30 (106 mts, 76 balls, 4 fours; 

(tried to drive a flighted delivery but missed the Hnej 
Ghavrl not out V (146 mts 104 balls, 4 tours) 

Tadav c and h Qastm 3 (is mis., 26 halls; 

(tried to drive and offered a return catch to the bowlor) 

Doshi r Aslf b tmran 6 (60 mts., 80 balls) 

[ (flicked the rising delivery to the leg and Aslf at forward short 
leg accepted his last catch In Test cricket) 

Extras 28 (b 9. lb 3. nb 16) 

TOTAL. 206 (849 mls„ 704 overs) 

FALL OF WIOKJSTW ; 1 tor 7 (BInny, Chauhan 6 n.o.; T nms 
In 12 mts), 2 tor lo (Kirtnanl, (jhauhan 7 no: 8 runs in 12 
mH); 8 for (Vlshwanath Hiauhan 7 no 23 runs In 28 
mts); 4 for 48 (Chauhan. Pktll 7 n.o.; 15 runs In 24 mts), 

5 for 88 (Patil Gavaskar 14 n o ). 40 nms In 27 irtts.)- 6 tor 92 
COavMkar, Taahpal 0 n o. - 4 runs in 9 mts ) 7 for 185 iThShpai 
Kapir 18 n n 43 runs In 59 mts ) 8 for 162 (Kapl) Ghavrl 9 n o 
27 runs In 47 mts); 9 for 173 (Tadav, Ghavrl 16 no ; |1 runs 
111 36 mts ) 10 for 206 (Doshi, (Jhavrl 37 n o 32 runs In 60 mta ) 

LTVE8 • Kapil at 1 and India 96 tor 6 was luck> to survive 
when Sikander misjudged a catch off Imran at short mId-wIcket 
(mavri at 4 and India 187 for 7 whb dropped by Raja at gully 
off Imran 

PATTERN ; 60 In 116 mts off 18 4 overs 1(D runs 
in 166 mts off 30 3 overs, )60 runs Iti 231 mts off 461 overs; 
200 run«i In 329 mt«* off 66 4 overs 

.^WLING ‘ Imran 23.4-3-63-6. sikander 6-2-13-0: Bhtheaham 
19-6-44-2; (^aslni 21-6-60-2; Raja l-()-2-0 

PAKI8TAN <2ND INlNTNGB) • 

Arif c and b Blaily 46 (161 mts . 9:i balls, 4 fours) 

(tried to lift over mld-wicket. misthned and offered a return 
caxch) 

Sadlq h Ohavrl 8 ((a mt.. Xt billa, 
rbwutlfol In-swintm- that took tho mlMfo-Rtumpi 
MaltiJ b Doshi 11 (48 mu. 28 balls, 1 four) 

< went for a bl* hit and was beaten by the turh) 

and b Doshi 46 (t4» mts, 86 bails.^ Ctwra) 
(trl^ to drire. but oftered a return sateh to tlie bowler) 

Ka]a run out 19 (47 mts., 96 bans) ' 

(pu-ihed ih^alt fo ih« square lew and left the ereaae for a. ehert 
slnitle hut ^auhan threw to Klrmanl w)io whipped at tlw 
before the betiiman returned to the esfowe, 

Mt run out IS (4|ii mts., 9i jbidb^ 
foltp^ on the ground while takfo^ dm ktsond tW «MI IMttit 
whip^ oR the belle at the Dott-strfter'a end) 

imrn not out 16 (M tntsk, btiils^ S fowm s f(M 

Bart not out 0 (4X mta.. 46 isUla) ^ 

99 (b IS. ih r *b ») 

TOTAt.• 176 for 6 wkto (906 mts, 6S owfo, 

rAht or tnoKK'ni: i aw s* (Sadiq, Artr a.A 1*7 a wns 
»« 89 mta), 9 for 68 (Majid, Artf S6 n,o.s 94 nifoi<)4 dfhSS), 
s for 86 (Artf, Htwndad IS b^o.; IS runs fit 41 jafo.), 4 forUt 
(fiaja Niandad 16 n.o.; a niba Itt 47 nO.), ffot m 
Mlanddd 49 n.o.j 4$ 46 ^ iWi*.^ 6 for <llWr sSfoi 

4 n.o.i 8 rune in • mfo.). ' ^ ' 

_ SKKnnso Mfvnnrt m ttum a m nis.'4ii sti foys; 
100 nms In WT mtA eft 984 oeafoulfp in th^b lOft 



htiexl Miundaxl drik^es flucmtly f!e scored 50 aUnd 46 tn the match 


but luckily* no sertoua injury 
caused. Aud it wa$ Imran who even¬ 
tually had him caught at leg slip. 

So the Indian inmngs folded and 
we had to score 265 m about an 
hour and ten minutes before lunch 
and two sessions after lunch. Con¬ 
sidering the wicket* it was not an 
easy task for we had to have wic¬ 
kets in band to be able to force a 
result towards the end when the 2t) 
mandatary overs would start 

We started oonfidently with Tas 
hm Anf and Sadiq Mohammad 
Piaymg sensibly. Since there was 70 
mmules of play before lunph, we 
decided that we were not to lose 
any wickets and try and pick up 
the singles and try to score 40 runs 
Both lasiini and Sadiq played very 
conndently. Taslim played some glo 
nous shots off the back foot off 
Kapil and also off the front foot 
off Karsan It was nice to see a 
fine opening partnership flourishing 
but unfortunately, Sadiq piaymg 
Slightly across to a ball, swung his 
bat lazily and lost his middle 
stump to Karsan. It was a vital blow 
because Sadiq is a left hander and 
he was causing problems to the 
bowler because Kapil was trying to 
bowl at that very spot which had 
troubled the Indian batsmen and a 
left-hander being there made it ! 
difficult for him. though he did suc¬ 
ceed in producing one or two that 
jumped but didn't really make any 
impact. 

So with about 20 minutes to go 
for lunch, Maiid joined Tashm and 
saw that no further damage was 
done to us, but they did not score 
fast In the session after lundi, we 
had decided to score about 100 odd 
runs and not losing too many wic 
kets and then we would have 
a very good chance of forang a 
result in our favour Majid and 
Tashm both started briskly, but 
Majid going tor a Dig hit off Doshi, 
who was bowhng to a very defen 
sive tield and with a low trajectory, 
managed to entioc Majid into making 
a false stroke and the ball, after 
hitting the pad, hit the off stump 
and that was the end of Majid's 
innings. Had he stayed there for a 
few more minutes, I'm sure we 
would have seen vintage Majid 

I had thought of promoting my 
sell in the batting order but both 
Javed and Kaja had been playing 
evceptional^ well in the past few 
innings and I thought it would not 
be wise to change the order. So, 
with that in mind, 1 sent Javed, 
who has a very good understanding 
with Taslim. 'Iliey started taking 
cheeky singles and the 
crowd was getting entertained But 
Taslim, who was playing yery hand 
somely, tried to pull a rather short¬ 
ish ball from Roger Binny and gave 
a very simple return catdi to lum. 

With an in-form Wasim Rhja 
joining Javed. it could have been 
the partnership that would have 
added souse very vital runs in the 


po^t lunch period But the wicket 
wus not dt all safe tor stroke playing 
and both Raja and Javed wer^ find 
iiig It very difficnilt to play their 
strokes freely Also the field was 
vciy def nsive But the saddest part 
ot It wd' that a bowler ot DoshTs 
pace, who takes about three steps, 
was taking about five minutes an 
over this IS bad cricket, negative 
ciickft 1 "Scnow that wc lost the 
series, and that theie was nothing ] 
to either winning or losing, but 
surely the 80.000 crowd there desei- 
ved the entertamment we were 
trying to give them I thought it was 
pure laziness and bad mcket from 
IJoshi 1 couldn't understand why 
India was taking so long, foi the 
more oveis the> bowled, they also had 
a good chance m getting us out since 
thtv knew very well that as I had 
made the declaration. I would go for 
the luns 

Thioughout the senes, whenever 
Doshi had been bowling, the over 
rate had not been satisfactory 1 
think the umpires should do some 
thing about tins because if a spin 
bowier is going to take five minutes, 
then the oven ate is not going to be 
more than 10 oi 11 It is going to 
damage entei taming cricket. Both 
Javed and Raja tri^ to push the 
paa but unfortunately they couldn’t 
I because ot the pace and low bounce 
of the wicket and we did not want 
I to lase any more wickets since we 
weie just 100 runs on 

With 30 minutes to go and 20 
mandatory oveis to come, we had 
to go loi runs after tea straight 
away Doth Raja and Miandad stai 
ted very effiaently but unfortunate 
ly a very bad decision went against 
us, because I thought Raja, m try 
ing to take a single which wasn't 
there, had regained his (lease 
safely and was home by a yaid. His 
run out was a bad decision It put 
us behind the clock I joined Javed 
and was very happy an^ moved to 
see the Indian team standing neai 
the wicket and giving me a hand 
I was also very happy to $ee the 
entire Eden Gardens giving me a 
very heaity farewell. I think 1 for¬ 


got to mention that 1 was touched 
by the sentiments of my team men 
this moining, when 1 took the last 
catch of my c^ireer I was alsQ very 
moved by the gesture of the playets 
of mv team standing in a line and 
letting me lead the team off These 
are the moments that I'm going to 
cherish tor the rest of my life 

Javed and I got into stride, tak 
mg almost impossible singles and 
making twos out of ones B> turn 
mg ones to twos and twos to threes, 

I wanted to put panic into Vishv’s 
mind and I could sense that there 
was genuine concern We did this 
once when Bedi had his team in 
Paki^jtan and we were hoping that 
We would be able to repeat the 
same thing 

We went for the runs m spile of 
Doshj taking so much time to bowl 
an ovei and bowling to such a de 
feJtsave field When the mandatory 
overs started we were left with 
almost seven runs per over But 
unfortunately for me, in trying to 
take a single. 1 turned and slipped 
and that was the end of me as 
Doshi h-ad the ball in his hand and 
just removed the bails 

1 lost my wicket to sheer stupi¬ 
dity [ would say We were taking 
the luns as they should have been 
taken b<*cduse it was impossible to 
go lor stiokes The wickct was 
not meant for stroke-play, and we 
had to score the runs in ones and 
twos Javesd IS such an improviser 
that batting with bun is a great 
pleasuic When I bowed out of the 
arena after b^mg i un-out, once 
again 1 was moved by the reception 
that was given to ipe by the 
Indians 

With Imran joining laved, we 
still had a slight hope «f reaching 
the target but soon after Javed 
came back, giving a simple return 
to Doishi in trying to force the pace 
After that. we put the shutters 
down Imran and Ban played out 
time and Pakistan could only get a 
draw out of the Test that promised 
so much till the last day 
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Team effort saw us 
through 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 


ARRIVING IN CALCUTTA TWO 
^ days before the game, was a 
waste time from a cricketing view¬ 
point. The nets at the Eden Garden.s 
are the worst anywhere in India. 
So nobody had a net. All we did 
was have plenty of hclding practice, 
a lot of training and those who were 
really keen on having batting prac¬ 
tice, played only the spinners at the 
nets. And even that was a terrible 
experience as the ball spun and 
boun^d wickedly. Ideally, the net 
practice facilities should be such 
that a batsman can play freely and 
regain lost confidence or add to* his 
confidence. Also, where a bowler 
ran bowl within himself and experi¬ 
ment, without any danger of hitting 
the batsman. 


The wicket appeared grassless and 
there was a patch just short of a 
good length. When queried, the 
groundsman said it '^was nothing to 
worry about. Which in retrospect 
was the statement of the match. It 
was a spot which was ideal for Imran 
Khan as he bowls that line most of 
the time. In his first over he land¬ 
ed two on the spot causing it to 
bounce awkwardly and also loosen 
the soil. By his third over the turf 
on that spot had disappeared and 
that areas was looking as if a horse 
had just run over 

Obviously, Vishy winning the toss 
was a great help because we didn't 
have to bat last on that wicket. 
Pakistan, surprisingly, dropped 
Zaheer (though the version given 
was that he had opted out) and 
Mudassar who had done precious 
little since his century at Bangalore. 
They brought in Taslim Arif and 
Ehteshamuddin and both contributed 
their share in the game. From our 
side Dilip Vengsarkar. who had In¬ 
jured himself while training before 
the game, made wav for Shivlal 
Yadav who was back in the side 
after missing the Madras Test. 

Chetan was confident from the 
beginning and took two boundaries 
off Sikander’s first over. After his 
superb innings in Madras he was 
more sure of himself and instead of 
playing hesitantly was going for his 
shots and looking for runs. A bowl¬ 
ing change got him out. Imran, who 
had bowled well, was replaced bv 
Ehtesham and Chetan, playing nei¬ 
ther forward nor bark, missed lies 
intended turn to mid-wirkel and was 
leg-before. 

Roger Bjnny was promoted to one 
drop and, at the beginning, he look* 
ed unsure of himself but slowly gain¬ 


ed confidence as the ball started hit¬ 
ting the middle of his bat. Qasim, 
who had replaced Sikander at the 
pavilkin end, was driven through 
extra-coyer for a four. Just when he 
looked like settling down for a long 
innings Imran, who was brought* 
back for a fling before lunch, trap¬ 
ped him in front of his wicket. Vish 
got off the mark off the first ball 
with a sweetly-timed square drive to 
the fence. 

Once again in the series. Vish was 
out when he was looking good. He 
tried to flick a ball from Ehteshamud- 
din to mid-wicket but only snicked it 
and lost his off-stump as well. Per¬ 
haps it was an unecessary shot but 
I then Vish always likes to get oi^ top 
of the bowling as soon as he can. 
It’s just that when one is not in form 
nr one’s luck is not so good, it proves 
fatal. 

Sandeep Patil looked at ease. He 
is that type of player who, no mat¬ 
ter what the situation, will always 
play his shots nonchalantly. He 
drove Imran for a four, a lovely off 
drive and then followed It up with 
another on drive which fetched 
three. In spite of that spot just shoit 
of a length, he looked unperturbed 
and the .slow wicket, though it made 
him check his shots, did not curb his 
driving. 

I was coming to terms with my 
batting hooking Imran for a four. 
However the next ball, an attempted 
bouncer, did not get up at all. As 
I started to duck 1 saw the ball not 
getting up 50 I turned to take the 
ball on my back. It hit me m the 
shoulder and then ricocheted to tne 
back of the head. 

The next ball was a death ball as 
it pitched in the spot which was 
looking like a ditch (on the first day) 
and took off at my face. I just ma¬ 
naged to get my glove in the way 
as the ball dollied from there to 
*Qasim at second slip. 

On a wicket like this, Imran was 
going to be far more dangerous than 
on a lively wicket as there was no 
evenness of bounce. And to his 
credit he took advantage of the 
wicket. Unfortunately for Pakistan 
he surprisingly had bowled an Aus¬ 
tralian wicket line throughout the 
senes i.e. short of a length trying to 
get the batsman to fend off their 
bodies. This just is not good enough 
for Indian wickets and he wasted a 
lot of his energy this way. Almost 
every time he pitched the ball up to 
the bat he either got a wicket or 


beat the bat. Yet he continued to 
bowl short. Perhaps this explains 
why he had back trouble, because 
bowling short on Indian wickets sure 
is a back-breaking job. 

Yashpal had been in these situa¬ 
tions before and his temperament tor 
these saving rotes is excellent. His 
technique against Imran ’ did not in¬ 
spire much confidence, but he stuck 
on gamely. Sandeep, In the mean- 
white, was getting his confidence and 
turned his attention to Qasim and 
Sikander. An extra cover drive and 
a flick to mid-wicket off Qasim were 
superb shots and Sikander was stra¬ 
ight driven for fours. Suddenly, the 
gloom over Eden Gardens was lifted 
by the sparkling stroke play of this 
lovely timer from Bombay. Tall, he 
stood almost straight up as he drove. 
The one stroke which 1 was waiting 
for didn’t materialise because he 
never got bowled that particular deli¬ 
very. A bouncer. I would have liked 
to see how he dealt with a bouncei 
from someone of Imran’s pace be¬ 
cause in first class cricket he just 
hits the bouncers into the stands. 

While this a.ssault was taking 
place, Yashpal was playing sensibly, 
picking up runs where he could and 
letting ‘Sandy’ have more of the 
strike. 

Sandeep got his first fifty In a 
Test when he racked Sikander 
straight back past him foi a bpundaiy 
off the back-foot. Just as he looked 
as if he would go on to his first Test 
century he played a few airy shots off 
Imran, and Imran, angling the ball 
at him. bowled him off his pad.s for 
62 runs. He came back disappointed 
at himself for having lost his concern^ 
tratioQ at a vital stage. 


Kapil and Yashpal played out time 
and at the close, we were 205 for 5. 

Yashpal was lucky to see Majid 
floor a snick off Imran when he was 
only 35 early in the morning, but 
Kapil left early when he jumped 
down the track to Qasim had a swing 
and was stumped. 

Yashpal played well, striking 
Sikander, Ehtesham and Qasim for 
powerful fours before snicking one 
from Imran for Bari to dive in front 
of Majid to complete the catch. His* 
62 was a very valuable contribution. 
His was the kind of innings that 
doesn’t stay in the mind for long, 
but its usefulness was beyond doubt. 

TTHE LAST THREE WICKETS AS 
had been mostly during the series 
added runs and also used up time 
so when we were finally out we had 
scored 331 runs. That left Pakistan 
about two hours batting and they 
lost Sadiq shuffling to Kapil and find¬ 
ing himself in front of the wicket. 
Taslim Arif, who was making his 
debut, had a large slice of luck when 
he flashed at Ghavri and Vish at first 
slip dropped it That was Ghavri’s 
first over and the poor chap has 
suffered moat from dropped catches 



m the recent series Taslini then 
played carefully and with Majid sut 
vwing. Pakistan were 58 foi 1 at the 
close 

Majid looked more sure than he 
had ever been during the senes but 
still vulnerable to the ball on the oft 
stump while Tdshrn was making tlir 
most of the slow wicket Majid had 
completed his second fifty ot the 
senes when Binny hit the spot and hit 
him painfully on the light thumb 
Soon after, he mcked Bmny and was 
(. lughl behind Oui appeal was de 
lived simply because Majid has been 
a walkei and I’m sure the umpiK' 
also didn’t give him out iinmodiaU ly 
toi the same reason Rut Mure is 
no doubt at all that he was out Jn 
f ict the IndMn team was v..iv annoi 
I d when told latt i that a TV com 
nu iitdloi had said Majid had not 
ph>ecl the ball and also wiote the 
sinu for his papci the next day Th 
rV camera being d the angle it was 
m uid the TV commentators’ box 
hung behind kg slip it must have 
t lUi u extra ordinal y eyesight (since 
Indian IV does not have the benefit 
of slow motion ix»plavs) to come to a 
judge rrunt like th it 

Majid's exit brought about a tern 
he innings from Javed He is a com 
p< titor who loves a challenge and this 
v^ IS one occasion when he found him 
(U coming m to bit when the sui( 
had a fairly good beginni* g and he 
I lunched himself busily at our bow 
lets, looking for runs every op{>ot 
trinity and playing niost freely He 
h id got 50 in no time when a deh 
very from Ghavn cruelly kept low 
and trapped him in fiont of his 
wicket. 

Raja came m and, with the con 
hdence of runs behind him in almost 
ovoiy outing began to plav his shota 
He was soon into double figures with 
rover drives and fli(^ that left 
mid wuket fit Idei standing 

laslim continued to work hard for 
his runs and once he entered the oi 
glitics he suddenly decided to get liis 
hundred bcfoie the close as there 
was only half an hour loll He drove 
Cfhavii through extracovei and far 
mg Kapil, using the second new ball 
fiitked only to find (^hetan at back 
ward square leg flinging himself to 
the left and coming up with a supei 
lative catch Untoitunatcly fur 
Tashm, he was ten short of the 
coveted hundred and had become 
Kapil’s 100th victim, tn Test cricket 

Kapil’s has been a truly magnifi 
cent achievement because one must 
not forget the fact that Kapil has 
played the majority of his Tests in 
India where wickets have hardly 
encouraged bowlers cf his type Also 
he has not always received support 
from the other end though Ghavn 
and Hinny have been game triers We 
all were very happy for Kapil be 
tause if our information is correct, 
then he is the first Indian medium 
pacer to capture 100 wickets 

Asif declared after barely five 
minutes the next day after Raja had 


completed his fifty with two rousing 
fouis in Ghavn’s over That gave us a 
lead of 59 runs The declaration came 
ds d sui prise because I thought Asif 
would bdt for about 45 minutes to an 
hour and then declare That way he 
would not concede much ot a lead to 
us and still put us undei pressure 
With me suffering fiorn viial intec 
turn and unable to take the field 
Roger Binny opened with Chetan He 
fell soon to Imran when he outside 
edged to Raja at third slip as he tiled 
to turn to leg Kiimani promoted 
to numbci three was out fending off 
Imran to short leg—also without 

stonng A change in the batting 
order can sometimes cause these up 
•els and my illiit'ss had forced Vish 
to change the batting order 
went in himself to find Tmian bow 
ling his heart out As I said earlier 
on a wickcl with iinrcrtam bounce 





Sand('^7J Paiil drwe6 

Irnrin is a niinli rnou drlfRuIt bow 
lei to face One ball fioin Imran was 
such that Vish, not being able to 
judge was hit on the head and 
though the wound bled there was no 
need for stitches This was the first 
time Vish has got hit in the head 
and it was solely due to the wicket 
Vish’s judgement of swaying away 
from bouncers is still tops and it’s 
wnkets like these which can cause a 
dent In one’s confidence, besides his 
skull as well 

npHE CRICKEl ASSOCIATION OF 
-I Bengal has got one of the best 
medical rooms I’ve seen anywhere in 
the world. But it must provide a 
good wicket The wickets in the last 
few Tests have been slow and with 
uneven bounce and that has prevent 
cd some of the top batsmen m the 
world from pla>ing theii shots Suie 
ly, the 80 000 odd stiong crowd dc 
seive better wickets so that they can 
see some of their favourites pLn 
fheir shots Also the practice wickets 
must be good, in fact better than the 
Test wickct This is not a difficult 
task and I’m hopeful that when the 
next big game is played at Calcutta 
the wicket will be better so that 


good cricket can be seen by the spec 
tators 

Vish pldjed ovei a ball from Imran 
and lost his middle stump to be onct 
more out for 13 Chetan was still 
around but since he a grafter and 
not a stroke player the scoieboard 
was more or less stationary J was 
to bdt after Kapil but seeing the 
situation I thought it belter to go 
earlier and with Vish s permission 
went in at the tall of Chauhan’s 
wicket Chauhan fell leg before to a 
ball that kept low from Ehtesham 

Sandeep suddenly opened out and 
with powerful drives hit Sikander 
and Qasim and also Imran for boun 
dancs, but then committed suiade bv 
charging for a single hitting the ball 
straight to Sikander at muion who 
bioke the stumps 

I went next, to Imran, gloving to 
Javed and at 98 for h we were In a 
desperate situation However, Yash 
pal and Kapil played well and their 
partnership was valuable Yashpal 
was bowled off the inside edge try 
ing to force Ehtesham off the back 
foot and Kapil, after sinking some 
hefty blows was bowled as he missed 
a drive off Qasiin Yadav played 
sensibly for a while before he lost 
patience and gave Qasnn a return 
catch With onH 20 minutes left, It 
was important that we see the day 
Mirough and Dillp did jii^l that along 
with Ghavn 

One of the major reasons whv 
we’ve won the senes is the determi¬ 
nation of the team and nothing cAn 
b« a more shining example than the 
determination of Dilip batting at No 
11 He stuck on and, with Karsan 
looking for runs the next day 
when oui innings ended not only did 
they add useful runs but took away 
\aluable time as well This left 
Pakistan with about 215 minutes and 
20 mandatory overs to score 265 runs 

Kapil and Karsan bowled well and 
kept the openers fiom getting oft to 
a good start Sadiq was bowled by a 
beautiful ball from Ghavn that dip 
ped in and beat his drive and Majid 
was bowled having a go at Do^dii 
One hoped that was a satisfactory 
decision for Mi Khan because that 
morning there was a leport where he 
had criticised eveiything Indian 
What was more surprising was that 
with his abysmal record he had the 
cheek to say that Vish is overrated 
as a batsman He denied it later but 
he certdinlv wasn’t the most populai 
Pakistani player when he left India 

Javed and Tdslim liied then best 
but were hampered not only by good 
bowbiig but by the sub standard 
wicket 

The only spark left was when Asif 
and Javed were batting but once Asif 
was run out it was India who pressed 
for a wm That was not to be and 
so ended a senes which was perhaps 
a little over-publiased Tt didn’t 
exactly prodpee the kind ot cricket 
that people wanted But it did pro¬ 
duce the result the Indian team 
wanted. 


1b 



Sidelights 

D espite the fact that 
I ndia bad already taken an 
unbaataUe 24) lead in tbe series 
there was no lack of eattousiasm 
m Calcutta about the Test The 
house was sold out well before the 
start of tbe match. Tickets^ of 
course, were always available. But 
the Charlies were mote than 
double^^-Bs. 30^ Bs, 70 and R$. 12S 
season tickets sold at the rates of 
Rs 14S, Rs. 200 and Rs. 325, res¬ 
pectively. And the Club House 
tickets, naturally the most attrac¬ 
tive, fetthed fancy prices. 

PECMPLE FRfMd THE CACHAR 
district of Assam had to suffer for 
the politics of the State. Pei^le 
from Cacfaar had come to Calcutta 
to witnesa the^ Test but they had 
to go back disappointed, because 
the Assam Cricket Aasodation 
bad taken a decision in Gnuhati, 
without the knowledge of the 
Cacbsr District Sports Asaodation, 
^ to boycott tbe Test For every 
Test matdi at the Eden Gardens, 
the eastern States get a ‘quota* of 
tickets from the JjtUkot Associa¬ 
tion bf Ifengal, which is routed 
I throudk the sbwd Cmitral for 
I Crkket in HMia. un or about 
January 19 the secretary iff the 
Asaam Cricket AasociaHoo adkct- 
ed the State's quota of SOO-odd 
tickets and went hade to Gauhati 
to distribute the tideeta among tbe 
various affiliated aports orgenisa- 
tious. But when they dedded to 
boycott the Test they returned all 
the tidiets. When the aecretary of 
the Cadmr tMstrict Sports AsSocia- 
tioQ came to know about the de 
dsion he sent a telegram to the 
CAB saying that they do not 
want to fewsake their ‘miota*, 
since their people hw afrewly 
for Calcutta. But when one 
of their representatives, with a 
Cray of the telegram, met 
officials he was told that they had 
nothina to do with ttte tideets. as 
they bad given them to the Board. 
The big wigs of tbe Board wwre 
not traceabte and the Caditfltes 
were left bi^ and dry. 

NO ONE KNOWS HOW THIS 
quota of ‘excess' tidiets was distri¬ 
buted either by the CAB or the 
Board. But an M.P. from Slldiar 
was refused entry to the Test 
match. He had written a letter to 
the CAB president asking for two 
season tideets against payment He 
was told that be would not get any 
tickets as he had no ‘quota'. 

NONE OF 1HE PAKISTANI 
cricketers had played in front of 
such a huge crown before. Natur¬ 
ally, they were delighted. Skipper 
Adt iqbal told our staff photo¬ 
grapher to take a snim of him 
agaim the badkgrmMM of Eden 
Gardens aojpd vmicb he would 


treasure as a meiaento ot bis last 
Test. Miandad also gave the same 
ptiotographer his Karachi address 
requesting him to send a picture 
of tbe full house Eden Gardens. 

GUNDAPPA VISHWANATH, 
India’s new captain, used a spe- 
aal coin for the toss in his debut 
Test. Tbe commemorative com 
showing Gandbiji’s face on one 
side was with a relative of Vishy 
in Calcutta and was banded over to 
the Indian captain by bis wife. 
Kavita, before be went out for 
the toss Vishy, of course, won 
tbe toss. 



Kknurni stops a bolt in gynmatt-Vke 
fashion 


TASLIM ARIF. KARACHI-BORN 
Pakistan opener, made an im¬ 
pressive debut at tbe Eden Gar¬ 
dens scoring 90 and 46 good runs 
But his ma.den appearance on tbe 
big scoreboard was not at all im¬ 
pressive His name was jux¬ 
taposed as A, Tarif, but the sco¬ 
rers were kind enough to change 
it soon. Tanf, incidentally, was 
tbe onlv batsman who batted 
with a green Pakistan cap in 
both the innings Skipper Asif 
also came with the same type of 
cap m the second innings, in 
honour of Ms last appearaitce for 
Pakistan. 

SIKANOER BAKHT. THE 
lanky seamer, liked tbe ranama 
hats that gave protection to 
thousands of crickct-lovers at tbe 
Eden Gardens for 6ve days. He 
requested a police officer to call 
a capoeller and purchased two 
such caps to take e^fc to Pakis¬ 
tan. 

MANY CAECUriANS 'THOUGHT 
—and rightly so.—that Aloke 
Dbattacharya. India's twelfth man 
was not only not given bu doe 
but was eat^r shabbily treated. 
Etesides wing the usual chores of 
a twelfth man on all the Ave 
days of the Test. Aloke had to 
(leid for two full days when. 
Gavaskar was taken ilL IMt aA' 


parrntly that meiMu: hpillhg^iio 
the BCCI. they did hot coh^gr * 
it neccssarv to give Akke the 
lull match allowance <» Rs. 1Q,6M, 
giving him only Rs 1,599 
ircv aid not care either to pet 
Aloke m the hotel wb«re Hk 
playeri, (incliKhng the other IqqbI 
boy Oilip Ooshi) were stdi^kli 
Neither did the Board nor the 
CAB an ange for Min any Irads- 
piirt from nis resMeuce at AaBUii 
(in Howrah distnrt) to the at* 

<1 um and back. Aloke had to 
make his own erraugemeii^ and 
•me day he was in Such a hsot 
that he had to ask a fiwmOr Test 
itai for a lift to bis reiddeoce. 
Worst of all. neither AMte hoT 
Barun Burmao (who wao.in the 
icserves) were invited to the 1^1* 
vate parties given in honour of 
Indian and the Pakistani teams. 

Naturally this caused indig¬ 
nation among the local people, 
who arc convinced tlMt Aloke was 
trcateiTHike that solely because 
he IS a local boy. Incidentally, 
bilip Vengsarkar, who was lU 
and could not take part in tbe 
game and did nothing except 
watching the game from the piav 
era’ box. got all the facilities 
which Alidce, being the official 
twelfth man, was deprived of. 

IHb EDEN GARDENS. AS ON 
previous occasions, was Aooded 
with hoardings. The meet attrac¬ 
tive one came from the Family 
Planning Department. It said: 
“After two, declare.’' On tbe 
right of the Club House there was 
a noardiitg on the Srst day giving 
the details of perfc^ances of 
top six pikers in the aeries. 
Front tbe Hiiid day onward the 
banner was nUsi^|g. When con¬ 
tacted, a CAB official eald tbe 
banner was tom hi a cydhmic 
gust and was^mmeved bgr m »* 
sodation. Whatever Hm nuMOU, 
it gave a lot of remff tO Hni 
Akashvanl staff — at lewd tww, 
got a dear view of we ginwma 
from the Akamviud BhgWen. 

THAT THE TENSIONS ^ 
local foothaU transfer deuseu 
just a month away 
dow on fooitbalk^ 
ciicket, piayera of 
were seen wttittg 
tertatninit the 

uw There uiaa 
the Former 

East 

ineaA^thgt hejm 

member i 
Mohammed 
ed to hswe.iJIO' 
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SUN/L GAVASKAR tells 

ALOK DASGUPTA how 

India won the senes 

against Pakistan. 

S P^^rrSWOR >: WHEN THIS 
series had started the popular 
epfnion was that the Pakistanis were 
favourites to cUnch the issue. Why 
then did they lose the series T 

GAVASKAR . I think basically the 
constant failure of their tatting was 
responsible foi Pakistan losing the j 
senes From oui side also t^icre was i 
a gi^at deal of application And one 
big difference between^ the two Mdes 
was Kapil Dev He got the wickets 
scored runs and did nothing wrong in 
tht whole senes 

SW. What do you think was the 
difference between the Indian team 
that had Umred Pakistan in 1978 and 
this side 7 

GAVASKAR. When we went to 
Pakistan we were more of a spin 
dominated side But now oui bowling 
is more dependant on seam bowling 
Also our batting has now settled 
down Earber, there was a lot of 
chopping and changing m the bat 
ting order, but now the batting is 
faiily steady The twelve placers re 
mained the same throughout the 
senes which, I think, gave a lot of 
confidence to every player 

8W: Do you think playing at 
home made g lot of diffeTenc^ to 
India? 

GAVASKAR: Perhaps it did But 
the Indian side had played far bet 
ter in England. 

SW: The popular opinioii in that 
playing at home gives certain advant- 
agea to the home team, eopedally oo 
far as the wickets and umphliig are 
cogeemed. 

GAVASKAR: So far as the wickets 
are concerned, yes Most of the times 
you get wickets to which you are 
accustomed. And that demutely is 
an advantage. But if one says that 
the umpiring is biased 1 beg to dif 
fer. The benefit of the doubt always 
goes to the batsmen whether it i$ 
from our side or from our opponents. 


SW: How was the general stand 
ard of umpiring in this series? Wat 
there any error that iproved cooHy 
either for India or for Pakistan? 

GAVASKAR. J don t think so Of 
course, there were some eriors on 
the pait of th< nmpnes but then 
nobody is peiiect There was hardly 
any cause to complain 

SW. How were the wickets? 

GAVASKAR The wicket wa* 
good m Madras I he one at Delhi 
was also very sporting But the one 
at Bangalore was very slow and al 
though both the sides scx}red over 
400 luns stroke playing was difficult 
The Bombay wicket was terrible 
and stalled turning Irom the word 
go And thi nj Calcutta was no 


bettei It was an absolutely dry 
wickct with uneven bounce and was 
not vtry favourable for the batsmen 
to execute strokes 

SW What was the s^r ugth of 
your team when you started out 
against Patotan at Bangalore? And 
what was ihe effect of your victory 
over Australia? 

GAVASKAR. Natuially ine win 
over Austialia bad given us a lot of 
confidence and the morale of the 
team was very high when we met 
Pakistan In fact, in Bangaloie we 
almost reached Pakistan's first in. 
nings score of 400 odd luns That 
again gave us a lot of confidence and 
from thereon we went fiom strength 
to strength 


Kapt} Ocd’s lOOih Test uncket—Tasltm Artf, who scared a briibant 90 In the 
first mriirujs ts smartly caught by Chauhan (not w the ptctvre) at backyard 
^hori leg Both Gavaskar and Astf admitted that the dxfference between 
hf' two teams was Kaptl Dev 


y' 
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SW : Then what wan the reaaonlor 
India beinK bundled out no cneapfy 
In the nrst inmnga at DeHii and alao 
in the first innings at Kanpur? 

GnLV^SKAK: i think in Delhi 
Sikdncicr bowled well. He, of course, 
was helped by bad batting by the 
Indians. At Kanpur, it was probably 
the greenest wickest one has ever 
seen in India. The ball always kept 
moving around and that really knock¬ 
ed us down. It IS tar more djthcult 
to play the moving ball than the 
genuine quick delivery. 

SW: Many feel that we could 
have won in Delhi had we scored 
signtly faster. Way did you adopt 
suen a defensive approacn wnen 
India had a good chance of taking 
the lead In the series? 

GAVASKAK; Because if we had 
gone into the attack we could have 
lost the match. 

SW: But India had recovered from 
the early collapse and at one stage 
it seemed that a sligat.y faster rate 
of scoring might have dinched the 
Issue in India's favour. 

GAVASKAR: Sure. But in the 
first innings we had lost six wicket 
for less than 70 runs. It could have 
happened in the same way in thi^ 
second innings too. 1 have been play 
irig with the Indian batting side loi 
iar too long to know that it is nevei 
easy to chase a score because a col¬ 
lapse is so much easy. After all it 
needs just one ball and just one mis¬ 
take to gel you out. And if you make 
five such mistakes your five top bats¬ 
men are .back to the pavilion and 
then where are you placed! 

SW: Do you think Sarfraz and 
Mushtaq's Inclusioii . could have 
changed the cmnplezion of the ae- 
lien? 

GAVASKAR : Sarfraz and Mush- 
taq’s inclusion perhaps could have 
helped Pakistan’s bowling which 
looked scrappy with only Imran ap¬ 
pearing to be a match-winner bowler. 
But I really can't reply such a hypo¬ 
thetical question. 

SW: But douH you think if two 
good bowlers operate from both ends 
tbe attack of a side looks more posi¬ 
tive. 

GAVASKAR : Perhaps that’s true. 
But at the same time tbe batsmen 
can also play better. If someone is 
not selected there is a general ten¬ 
dency to say that his presence might 
have made the difference. I don't 
agree with that. If we have won we 
have won. There is no point in say- 
itig that (we won) just becau^ Sar¬ 
fraz or Mushtaq did not come—I 
think that kind of question aervei no 
purpoie. 

SW : Who are the Indian players 
who did outstandingly well in the 
series? You have already mentioned 
Kapil Dev; who are the other play¬ 
ers? 

GAVASKAR: Kirmani kepi bril¬ 
liantly throughout the series. And 
Dilip Doshi, whenever he was ask^ 


to bowl, kept a very tight rein on 
the batsmen. Dilip Vengsarkar, of 
course, played that superb innings at 
Delhi When a side wins the series, 
it is common that two or three play 
ers would havr contribued more 
than the olhers, but generally I feel 
it was the team’s effort that was res¬ 
ponsible for India clinching the is¬ 
sue. 

SW: Please give an assessment of 
your team—^player by player. 

GAVASKAR: We tan start with 
Chelan. He didn’t have a particular¬ 
ly successful senes but his contribu 
tion to the side is always vital as he 
is one of the thinking men of th(‘ 
team. Whenevei there was any ten¬ 
sion in the side he lemained cool 
and came up witti a sound solution. 
Also, he played a vital knock in the 
second innings at Kanpur and, in the 
field, especially in the close-in posi¬ 
tions, took whatever came in his 
way. 

Then Dilip Vongsarkar. He gene¬ 
rally looked much more solid. He 
played a brilliant innings at Delhi 
and his fiO and 4n'Odd runs at Bom¬ 
bay on a treacherous wicket were in¬ 
valuable. He struck around and did 
not let the bowlers gel on lop. Also 
at slips, leg slip and other close-in 
positions he took some remarkable 
catches. 

Vishy, except in the first Test at 
Bangalore and his 40 in Bombay, did 
not strike form. Bui his contribution 
is like Chet^m as his presence itself 
IS of immense value to the team. 
Whenever Vishy was at the wicket no 
mattei how many runs he .scored he 
made them look very easy. His guid¬ 
ance in taking tactical decision was 
also of great value. And his sense of 
humour in the dressing room, as well 
as on the field, was absolutely terri¬ 
fic. 

At No 5. we had Yashpal and San- 
dip. Yashpal struck around in tense 
situations. His technique may not sa¬ 
tisfy the perfectionist, but I think he 
has the right temperament and does 
not throw in the towel and keeps on 
going. He is the kind of batsman who 
can pull his side out of a tight situa¬ 
tion and that’s what ho, did in the se¬ 
ries. Sandip, on the other hand, play¬ 
ed only in the last two Tests and he 
is a batsman who I think will go 
places because he has got the gift of 
timing. 

And next is Kapil who was just 
fantastic. Kirmani, as 1 have already 
said, took .some amazing, almost im¬ 
possible, catches. In fact, he must bo 
the best wicket-keeper in the world 
today. I can't think of anybody else 
who is keeping wickets so well as 
Kiri has been doing nowadays. 

Karsan played two valuable knocks 
at Bombay and at Kanpur. And of 
course at Bombay he gave us the 
breakthrough with those four wickets 
in the second innings. He was the 
ideal partner for Kapil as he always 


kept the batsmen in check with his 
stoady bowling. But he was uiiabl' 
tn bowl at his fastest in the series. 
Perhaps he was a bit tired. 

Roger Binny is the type of bowler 
who is idoal as the first change. He 
maintained the pressure on batsmen 
by moving the ball both ways which 
also makes it difficult to set a field 
for him. He can be very nippy. Binny 
is an extremely popular man in the 
Indian dressing room and is liked by 
everybody for his simple and shy 
behaviour. 

Dilip Doshi’s Contribution with the 
bat was a pleasant surprise tn us. 
His innings at J)clhi and Kanpur 
made the regular batsmen bat better 
in the innings to follow. As a bowler, 
though he was not among the wickets 
as he was against the Australians, 
he was steady and did not allow 
Paki.siani batsmen too many libei 
ties. 

Shivlal Yadav, perhaps, has bene¬ 
fited from the series. Against the 
Australians he had got a few wickets 
which were gifted away. Now he has 
learnt how to bowl to tough bats¬ 
men. He is going to be a better bow¬ 
ler for this experience. Also his con¬ 
tribution with the bat was usefpl. 

SW: About your own perform 
nunce? 

GAVASKAR : 1 was disappointed 
to get out when 1 had got to the 30s 
and 20s and was set, particularly at 
Delhi. Otherwise it was an O.K. kind 
of performance—not a feat that I 
will remember for my whole life, iioi 
can I feel unhappy also. 

SW: Were you saUzfied with your 
own captaincy? 

GAVASKAR: 1 think so, 1 won 
the series 2-0 and 1 don’t see what 
more can be asked from a captain, as 
well from a team. I also enjoyed my 
captaincy. I was learning as I went 
along and if the eleven members ot 
the team did not have anything to 
complain about I find no reason why 
others should. In fact it does not 
bother me if anybody had any cause 
for complain so long as my team^ 
mates had confidence in me. 

O 

SW: Wfll you be available for the 
captaincy on the tourz to Aufitralia 
and Pakistan hi the coining seasons? 

GAVASKAR: Yes—if asked, ob¬ 
viously. But I don’t see them asking 
me for the post. 

SW: Do you now regret making 
your famous statement about Pakis¬ 
tan 'floiasliing ns to pulp^? 

GAVASKAR : 1 said that in an 
article I wrote in May but it got 
published in July and that is why it 
appeared as a breach of contract for 
the tour to England. When I wrote 
it the Pakistan tour was not confirm¬ 
ed so I wanted to bring to the notice 
of the cricket-lovers in this country 
what a tough schedule was being 
organised. 

At the time of writing our attack 
was spin-orjented and the spinners 








were not getting younger. A tough 
tour of England, followed hv a series 
against Australia was certainly not 
going to help them; in fact, it would 
tire them. Also, in Mav, one could 
not foresee the tremendous develop^ 
incnt Kapil made as a bowler in En- 
gland. He came back a much better 
bowler than he was before. And he 
was the main difference between 
India and Pakistan. 32 wickets in a 
series on Iddian wickets is a fantastic 
feat. 

When we went to Pakistan iq Octo¬ 
ber 1978 our spinners were fresh, yet 
they were massacred in every Test. 
Su it was reasonable to presume that 
after playing 10 Tests they would 
never really hope to contain the Pak 
batting. Our batting also would not 
be at its peak because continuous 
cricket affects your concentration and 
the batting performances in this 
series have borne me out. Thus, most 
of our players would be jaded. We 
had been playing almost non-stop 
Test cricket from October and surely 
that was going to take its toll. My 
first 30 Tests were spread over years 
and the next 30 in the space of 17 
months—that will give an idea of 
how much we have played. 

The induction of new blood like 
Doshi, Shivlal, Roger and Sandeep 
\va^ a great help because- they were 
new, fre^ihcr and that much more 
keen. Then, we brought back 
Kirmani iiid Yashpal developed very 
well on the tour to England. All 
the^e tactor'' made my statement in 
Mv»\ look very pessimistic. My langu- 
ap/"* was very harsh and I am sorry 
iibuiit that but I still think if we had 
p]a>ed with the team we had in May, 
Pakistan would have come out tops. 

SW : Would you be wRling to go on 
a future tour of the West Indies In 
the future? 

GAVASKAR : Yes I would, if I am 
in good nick. 

SVr : Now that the West Indies lus 
been called off, can you tell us what 
were the 'personaT reasons you had 
for refusliirj to go on It? 

Tt WASKAR : The personal reason 
wi, simple--! was mentally and 
pliV'hjUy exhausted. Having played 
matches in 17 monlbs has itn 
and I thought the way my 
com enti Jtion Avas suffering 1 would 
have been of precious little use to 
India. I wouldn't be performing at 
ICO cent and that’s something 1 
ira not prepared to do when I am 
playing for India. 

What hurt is that a lot of people 
iUnbiitcd motives and hidden rca- 
Koiv for my decision. When Ian 
Chappell announced his unavailibility 
for ihi' captaincy For personal reasons 
and when deff Thomson refused to 
to Piki-^tan for peisonal reasons 
md)od> pointed a finger at them and 
said thit Jell Thomson is scared to 
bowl to Pakistani batsmen on their 
wiikols or that Ian Chappell does 
ant ward to spoil his record by match- 
ifi.r uit. against Rrearley. They 
inepl .Old respect their decisions so 
^vh> uui t people respect my cted- 
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'Results 
would be 
reversed 
at home' 

ASIF IQBAL answers 
Sportsworld s questions 
on the series. 

SPORTSWORLD : Wa» H a aedu* 
take to have played Zaheer Abhas In 
the Madras Test? Should you have 
played Mohsin Khaa iiiatead ? 

ASIF IQBAL : It was certainly not 
a mistake to include Zaheer in the 
Madras Test. Zaheer is not only one 
of the best batsmen in our team, I’d 
say he’s among the top six in the 
world. The Madras Test was very 
crucial for us as the outcome of the 
series depended on it. We wanted to 
field the best possible team. And, as 
It happened in the match before the 
Madras Test, at Gauhati. our top 
batsmen scored freely and obviously, 
they were full of confidence. Mohsin 
Khan, on the other hand, had just 
joined the team and did not play at 
I Gauhati. I thought it would have 
been unfair on the team and on 
Mohsin to play him in that Test. 

SW : Why did you lose the Madras 
Test ? And the series 7 

ASIF : It is not easy to pinpoint 
just one reason. I think one of the 
reasons was the failure of our batt¬ 
ing. I had immense faith and confi¬ 
dence in our batting; it was our bow¬ 
ling which I thought we had to work 
on very hard. And I think that was 
where I went wrong as captain. Hav*, 
ing that confidence, 1 just took it fo'^' 
granted that our top oatsmen would 
perform without me building their 
confidence. But I think the basic duty 
of a captain, both on the field and 
off it. is to see that the players are 
full of confidence and that they be¬ 
have in a manner which puts pressure 
on the other team. 

In the Madras Test, our batting 
didn’t really click because we didn’t 
apply ourselves as we were too sure 
of our cricketers’ ability to graft. The 
wicket also was not one on whicn 
wc could graft in, but I think we 
played too many shots and it was 
basically our batting that let us 
down. That’s why we lost the Test, 
as well as the series. 

SW : Do Pakistani batsmen lack 
the ability to graft and wait for runa, 
as you must on Indian wickets ? 

ASIF : No, I wouldn’t say that the 
Pakistani batsmen lacked that abili¬ 
ty and I’m sure if vou go through 
the records >ou’U find that quite a 
1 few of us have grafted for runs. The 
I wickets in India are not basically 


different from those we have in 
Pakistan. There was something, may 
be lack of discipUne or lade of some¬ 
thing else, wUch put tremendous 
pressure on our batsmen because of 
which we couldn’t really get going. 
More important, our batsmen receiv¬ 
ed some very unfair dedsioos, mak¬ 
ing them use their feet very cautious¬ 
ly. 1 think this was one of the reasons 
for the bad show by the Paktstani 
batsmen—^tfais may sound like an ex¬ 
cuse, but psychologically, it put tre¬ 
mendous pressure on the batsfhen. 

SW : T^kh Indiaa pUy«r or play¬ 
ers made the difference between the 
two teama ? 

ASIF : The difference between the 
two teams I would say was Kapil 
Dev. If wc had Imran fully fit for 
the whole series that could have 
equalled that difference, but losing 
Imran for a couple of Tests really 
cost us heavily. Certainly, Kapil Dev 
made all the difference. Also, with¬ 
out Sunil's brilliant captaincy and 
his fantastic knock at Madras, India 
would probably have had to struggle 
to get a 2-0 lead. The Indian bats¬ 
men also played with more determi¬ 
nation and more application than our 
batsmen. 

SW : Is India’s win of 2-0 a* fair 
reflection of fhe merit of Che two 
teams ? 

ASIF : No, I wouldn’t say so. I 
honestly feel the Indians had certain 
advantages. At Madras, we were 
beaten fair and square. I also admit 
that the Indians played better in our 
IvAO defeats and they deserved to win, 
but the margin was not a true re¬ 
flection on the series. 

8W ; Which Pakistani pUyers 
would you single out for praise ? 

ASIF : Hats off to Wasim Raja for 
what he has achieved in the series. 
But also, 1 would say Imran merits 
full credit because ot bis tantastic 
effort and keenness. 1 think if some 
Pakistani players would have to be 
singled out for praise, they would be 
Raja, Imran and Sikander Bakht 
Sikander, however, tailed miserably 
in the last two Tests. Maybe his 
over-keenness to get one wicket to 
break Imran’s record had overtaken 
bis line and length, but he still de¬ 
serves praise. 

SW ; Why'^ didn’t you, Majid * and 
Zaheer dick ? Do you feel age has 
been a factor ? 

AolF : 1 have played aicket long 
enough to know that batsmen do 
strike bad patches and 1 would say 
that Majid and Zaheer, along witn 
a lew others, had done so in this 
particular series. The only thing I 
couldn’t understand was that, for 
the first time in my cricketing his¬ 
tory the team as a whole went 
through such a bad patch-—with all 
the batsmen failing and not a single 
hundred scored, other than the very 
first hy Mudassar at Bangalore. 

SW : What do you think of Gavas¬ 
kar's captaincy in the series y 

ASIF ; Sunil certainly put a lot of 
guts into the Indian team. Uis cap¬ 
taincy definitely was far superior to 




Imran's dMivery lifts from the ^uxsly patch on lUe pilch and Gavaskar is about to be caught by Mhndad (not in 
the pktwre) at forward short leg. Asi^f feels if Imran was fit m the Delhi, Bombay and Kanpnr Tests the rcsid ? of 

the series could have been different 


Tbe one that we faced in Pakistaa Itf 
months ugo. Sunil enjoyed the res 
pect of ail his team-mates and led 
his side shrewdly and that was defini¬ 
tely one of the reasons India did so 
well in this series. 

SW : Would Pakistani have done 
better witk Sarfiraa and Muiktaq tn 
the Imi t 

ASIF : There are always ifs and 
buts in crideet. So the question of 
Sarfraz and Mushtaq making the 
difference is not easy to answer. But 
certainly 1 would say if we bad Im¬ 
ran fit in the Delhi Test the result 
could bavo been different. Smulafiy, 
if we could have bad Imran fit in the 
Bombay Test or at Kanpur, once 
again the results could have been 
ffifferent Those ifs and buts really 
do not serve any purpose, therefore 
1 would’nl worry about those who 
were left out, simply because I wan¬ 
ted to worry only about those who 
were tn my teaiiL 

SW: How do yon aee the future 
of PukMau cricket T Who are Ike 
players you feel could be fuUnfe msp^ 
esutaca t 

ABIF : The future of Pakistan 
cridtet depends a lot on the players 
who played in India. I am certain 
these players have full faith and con- 
fideiioe In their abilities and they 
will try to prove that they have not 
been properly treated or not given 
proper scope to show their best on 


Indian wickets by certain conditions. 
And therefore, 1 think their future is 
quite secure. There arc some players 
who are going to hang around for a 
few years and 1 am sure players like 
Miandad, Mohsin Khan, Mudassar, 
Sikander will take over and obvious¬ 
ly Taslim Arif, who performed ex- 
ceptionally well in last Test at 

Calcuttit. He groomed himself ic- 
markbly well as a Test player. I was 
really happy to see tlie maturity he 
showed in both the innings. Obvious¬ 
ly, he is going to be an asset to tbe 
Pakistan cridket learn. 

SW : What advanUge did 
have tn playing at home T What dlff- 
etenoe md It make 7 Would the re- 
sulU have been dtfferenl If the tame 
teams had played a series against 
each other at home 7 

ASIF : Yes. India had many ad¬ 
vantages. First of all they were play¬ 
ing at home and had the crowd bac 
king them. Honestly speaking, I 
would have beon disappointed if I 
was playing in Pakistan and the 
crowd was cheering for the other 
team. The crowd backini? the borne 
team is justified. But n wore other 
disadvantages for the visiting team. 
And 1 am not the only one who has 
been complaining about the umpir¬ 
ing in this country—there have/been 
complaints iroin all visiting teams. 
But the difference that counts is tbe 
disparity in the decisions the home 
learn gets in its favour. Tbe otbci 
day 1 was reading a news report that 


in the past few Tests, India had 16 
to 20 decision against them whereas 
about AO odd decisions went against 
the visiting sides. 1 think this little 
bit of stalislics amply proves what^ 
diflcrencc umpiring made. If this 
same series was to he repeated in 
Pakistan—with the same teams—the 
results could easily h<' reversed. 

SW : Did umpiring badly affect 
Miandad^s performance in the fiefiee7 
How 7 

ASIF : ! would say the umpiring 
affedod the cnlire Pakistan batting. 
Miandad, maybr;, bemuse almost 
every time he was out it was an um¬ 
pire’s decision—maybe he wa.s out 
sometimes, but not ;|]| the time— 
and obviously it worried him. But 
that’s not tht* main point. Umpiring 
affected the rest of the Pakistan batt¬ 
ing, too. 

8W : IBd your Taflure* in getting 
rolls in any way InhlbR your control 
over your team t 

A81F : No, I wouldn’t aay that my 
failure in getting runs in any way 
inhibited my control over the team, 
because I think 1 had that control. 1 
was here to guide them on the field 
and I think T did a reasonably good 
job. And as for my failure in getting 
runs, I did aggregate quite a few runs 
and was not really a ‘great flop*. The 
players responded to me with great 
keenness and affection and 1 was 
proud to bq part of this team. 
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A s A SPORTING IVLNT, ALPS MSIT TO INDIA WAS A BIG D/S 
QppoirUmenL -4s a spectacle, (in occasion for hii many fans fn 
India to see* and hear Alt, tt was /use about holdtnq iti own when l/i 
abruptly left for an Ul^idvised trvfj to Afrua Delhi, Bombay and 
I as got to see him but fans ilri Bangalore, Hyderabad and the rports 
crazy city of Calcutta missed htnu In fart, on I ebruary 6 there was a 
dem^stratian m front of the Ament an Consulate m Cak^utta where pen 
pie waved placar<h saipnq 'Alt, we unnl you back' 

In this, and the followmg two pages we presimt w portfolio of ptc 
lures taken an hu> tnp here. On top far left are Alt and Veronica at 
Rajghat and b^low that Ah laymo a ureath there On top left arc the 
two at a Press conference and below that Ah prancmq around the miq 
wfth Jimmy Ellts. /iboi;^, 4U after his welcome at Deiht 
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WITH ALI IN INDIA 

How Ali 

k.o.eci 

Pressmen 

INDIAN PRESS PROVED A 
1 poor match to Ali, the boxing 
superstar, in all the three bouts he 
had with them in New Delhi, Bombay 
and Madras, during his tour to India. 

And» here is a blow ^ blow 
accnunt of his bout with the Press 
m Bombay, his best performance. 
His native wit, repartee and tongue- 
in-cheek answers landed as fast and 
as hard as hb left jab^. 

4.15 p.ni. The place: Crystal Room 
of the Taj Intercontinental Hotel. 
Bombay. The date: January 28, 1880. 
Muhammad Ali, in a dark blue suit, 
a pale blue shirt and a matching 
tic walks into the blinding explosions 
ol Bash bulbs and climbs to an ele¬ 
vated platform. 

Ail takes over the microphone and 
begins. ''First of all. 1 would like to 
thank you ali for taking time out of 
your busy sdhedules to bear me and 
proht from my wiseknn We are a 
httle late in coming here. 1 did not 
know I had so niany fans, so many 
supporters in India, The streets were 
jamparked. Many people asked me 
before I left America, why am I 
go.ng to lo^a? Many reporters in 
New Delhi and other places wanted 
to know why am I here? I am here 
for one reason, and. that is to see 
my fans, my followers who had been 
supporting me and my boxing for 
past 15 years. I am here to see them 
and they will see me. It is much 
easier, and cheaper too for me to 
come here, than all the 600 million 
people going to me. (dap...dap... 
clap). I am not here in the country 
neither for proht, nor for money. 

A pause. Ali looks around and asks. 
“Is he here now?'* No, he is not, 
someiXKly tells him. Ali geu> back to 
the microphone to s^: ‘ He's very 
smart (ha...ha...hi...hi;. The reason 
I say he is very smart is that be 
does not get along with me. He is 
scared ol me. As an amateur boxer 
he defeated me, and in the return 
match I defeated him. As a profe¬ 
ssional We fougnt again in Houston, 
Texas. 1 had (mocked him out iu 
round hve or six and since then he 
had been looking for bis chance 
take revenge. He thinks he would 
get even in this tour. IVs going to 
be a good match here.” 

All turns round to ask when the 
exhibition bout is scheduled. “To¬ 
morrow/' says someone. “Anl so to¬ 
morrow evening is the schedule for 
hreworks.” Ali is back on the micro 
phone. “1 want you to get there 
early,” be pleads. That Is because, 
'*tbe tight will be over in one round. 
Also, 1 am not doing this for money 


neither, i am retired now, but 1 am 
still the greatest, still pretty fast. 
Lvcrynight bekore going to bed, 
here is how 1 test my speed. 1 turn 
the light off in the bedroom. I hit 
the switch, and 1 am in bed before 
the room is dark (laughter, dapp¬ 
ing), That is bow 1 test my spe^. 
See, 1 am not that bad We will be 
boxing so that people can have an 
idea of the supenor technique. 1 
presume very few of you have seen 
me lighting a title bout even on tele¬ 
vision or the movies.” 

Ali picks up the tumbler from 
the table and sips water and knits 
his brow.k as it he is in some kind of 
pain, 1 have also brought my w*te 
here and 1 am iiaving some irOublt- 
with her. She hkea Indian sarees 
(laugh'ier;. Suriie friends’ sisters gave 
her two beauLifui saroes and now 
after 1 have .ipeni about 3000 doliais 
to buy her American dresses just 
before our departure from the Sta 
tes, she tells me she does not want 
them She now w,.nts to wear only j 
the sarees!” 

A U IS NOW READY FOR THE 
guesEcns. The bout begins. 

Ah You can ask me any ques¬ 
tion, on any subject—religion, poli¬ 
tics, sports—just raise your han^ 
and shoot... 

1ST SCRIBE: May I ask you a 
question? 

Ali: That ugly man wan*^s to ask 
a question? (The scribe turns his 
face to the other side) See, 1 call 
him ugly and he thinks he Is beau 
tiful and turns around 

2ND SCRIBE Would you like to 
offer any comment on this Indian 
A dines’ service which brought you 
to Bombay five hours behind sche- 
du e? 

Ali: I love the r servioe/admlre 
their style/And the ride was so good/ 
That ITl be bac'k in a short while 
(laughter). I want to tell you some¬ 
thing. Whenever an a.'rplane is late 
because of weather difficulty 1 Mrill 
rather stay in the ground for ano¬ 
ther day, if I have to stay, than fly. 
That is safer Man, give «nc some 
intelligent questions. If all the repor¬ 
ters ask questions as you do*-wel] 
I have a poem for them: 1 would 
enjoy your interview/if I have a 
lower IQ (laughter appjause). 

3RD SCRIBE: Can those who are 
married be good boxers? 

All*. He asks can you become a 
good boxer after getting married or 
not? Well you can, as long as you 
are separated for six weeks from 
your wife before the fight. You need 
these six weeks alone. If not you will 
be too weak to fight. You under¬ 
stand—don’t you? (laughter, app¬ 
lause). 

4TH SCRIBE: You are a man of 
peace? How is that you fought so 
violently in the ring? 

Aii: 1 will tell you this. With the 
God, the Allah it is not the action 


that is 'important, but the purpos^ 
behind the action. For example, if 
1 kill a man because 1 do not like 
him for his rehgion. or his ideas or 
to rob his money, I am guilty—i go 
to jail--right. But, if I kill a man 
whom 1 see raping my wife and had 
shot my children dead, 1 am not > 
guilty with law or the God because 
1 was protecting a life and my pur¬ 
pose is not to take a life but to save 
my wife’s life. God always asks; 
what is your purpose? 1 have earned 
a reputation as a man of peace just 
because 1 did not go to Vietnam. 
This is because when I go to war, 

I kill people—my purpose is to kill 
mother, father, babies—kill whoever, 
so my purpose is to kill. 1 use steel. 

1 use weapons. While in the boxing 
ring all that 1 have is gloves with 
protection and my purpose is not to 
kill. James Ellis, my friend who is 
w.th me will tell you that I had 
him in a position to knock him out, 
but, I pulled my punches and told 
the referee to stop the bout. This 
led Gerry Quarry, another top ligh¬ 
ter and Floyd Patterson to say it 
was a fixed ftght, rigged fight sim¬ 
ply because I did not kill the man. 
.So. boxing is not bad because God 
knows my purpose is to sport and 
win a decision—not to kill. And, only 
God can judge our actions. And, I 
do net feel guilty of boxing because 
{ never wanted to harm anybody 


5TH SCRIBE. You have acted in 
two films. Ls there any possibility of 
>our opting for films a.s a full-time 
job? 

Ali: (smoolhens his coat lapels, 
pats a bright red handkerchief pee¬ 
ping out of his breast pocket) “Yes 
—both these films tell me 1 should 
not be in the film business (laugh 
ter). The movies did not make it pay 
like boxing did Yes. they got pretty 
good reviews, but no money. I am 
not an actor—^tbe Hollywood style I 
am an actor my style.. T pretended to 
hate Liston, hate George Foreman, 
hate Joe Frazier, (grimaces to .show 
how Frazier looks like), hate Leon 
Spinks—that’s my style. I made two 
movies—T always wanted to he in 
the movies just to know how it is to 
be like in the movies—and I have 
done it when I got a chance but it’s 
not mv field. To be a great fighter I 
hrd to fight for 27 vears. And, just 
as a movie star cannot lump into 
the boving r‘ntf a bover omnot 
lump into the Hollywood. It lakes 
vearc to F»am how to art Tt is 
enouffh that I have l»*ft the films and 
I have no mind to continue 

6TH SCRIBE: Tell us something 
about the WORLD—the world orga¬ 
nisation tor r«£hts, liberties and dig- 
mty. 

Ali: After retkement I have no¬ 
thing else to do and 1 have to do 
something to understand the charac¬ 
ter of the people. So, 1 have formed 
organisation whxh has a char¬ 
ter and is legally registered in the 
United States,. What I plan to do is 
to raise money to set up orphan 
homes, boys camps, hostels 



schools and do whatever 1 can for 
the needy people. There will be some 
branenes m other countries includinit 
India. You have many problems in 
this country, full of problems. Wo 
wiii come forward whenever you 
need help. It is a non-political, non- 
religious and non-radal organisation. 
Hindus, Buddhists, Christians. Mois> 
lems—anylxMly can join, because the 
God never named them Hindu or 
Buddhist or Christian or Moslem. Man 
gave theoe titles. And, it is these 
titles that keep them separated from 
each other, keep people fighting 
(applause). 1 want to do something 
where title is not the problem. For 
the God ludges us by our deeds not 
by our religion, or by our titles or 
by our nationalities. My aim is to 
bring together all people in the 
WORLD like a United Nations—but, 
no politics. See, Russia is mad at 
America. America is mad at Russia. 
But, the common people of both 
Russia and America want peace. It 
is the politicians who work up bat- 
red. It is the leaders who cause all 
the trouble. The coimnon man is in¬ 
nocent. So, We just want to get all 
the, common people together in this 
organisaton (applause). 

7TH SCRIBE: Is there any truth 
in the rumour that you may sud¬ 
denly decide to re-enter the ring and 
create history? 

AM: Create history? Well, Fm 
not as dumb as I look (applause) 
Yes, sometimes when 1 look at the 
new champions, 1 think if 1 can be 
him. But my mind tells me 1 can’t 
(showing the bulge in his stomadi). 
My body tells m® I can’t. Those of 
YOU who are here, don’t you see 
some young girls sometimes? and 
feel like doing...well thinking you 
could...but you can’t because your 
body tells no (prolonged applause, 
laughter). The same with Muham¬ 
mad A^i 1 tell you one thing. When¬ 
ever you see a man successful in 
life, whenever you see the man 
whom people love you believe that 
God has helped hhn or that he has 
boen endowed with some secret po¬ 
tion tbrt can keep him going forever. 
You are wrong. You may be surpri¬ 
sed at this conversation, may be 
shocked at the wisdom that flows 
from my mouth, mav be shocked at 
how I look at a person. But, Muham¬ 
mad A'i is not fust a boxer, he is 
a ves^^el that GimI has chosen to sret 
to the people. He made me a good 
boxer. becruse he wants me to 
box all mv life, but to get vour 
aftehtl^ii. So that I can si>«>ak be- 
cfoise T have a lot to sav and if you 
it it makes a lot of sense 
ranrtVr .'cHbe raises his band) 
What’s It now? 

fl’TH SCRIBE: Champ, dnoe you 
come. 

Ali: Did you say tramp? 
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RTR SCRIBE* No. Champ. 

Ah: But, «>ouiidi like tramn... 
ytm did say dtamp...didn’t 

v«»a? 

(TFH SCRIBE: Are you prepared to 
fight Indian wrestlers— Dara Singh 


and Randhawa—in a wrestler-boxer 
bout just cis you did in Japon by 
fighting Innoki? 

Ali; Will he light me? 

bJ'H SCRIBE; Yes, of course... 

Ali: He must be crazy. Is he 
good? 

8TH SCJllBE: I have a challenge 
liere. 

Ali: He wantwhat? 

8TH SCRIBE: Challenge. 

Ali: He must be from moon loo¬ 
king for money...I don’t think he is 
serious...(the scribe hands over a 
piece of pjaper to Ali) What’s this? 

8TH SCRIBE: Letter from Dara 
Singh and Randhawa... 

Ali: (Passmg the paper on to Sa- 
xena) Everybody listen. (Saxena 
starts reading; it is addressed from 
the Sterling Wrestling Promotion— 
the promoters of international profe¬ 
ssional free style wrestling to the 
Sports Editor, ‘Times of India Even¬ 
ing News’, Bombay. I>ear Sir, you 
are aware that we are promoters and 
exclusive right holders for Rustam- 
E-Zanian Dara Singh and Rustam-E- 
Hind Randhawa as regards their 
participation in all wrestling bout.s 
either in India or abroad. In view 
of Muhammad All’s visit to our coun¬ 
try Rustarn-E-Zaman Dara Singh and 
Rustam-E-Hind Randhawa m pre¬ 
pared to challenge him individuallv 
in wrestling versus boxing bouts in 
India similar to that one Muhammad 
Ali had with Antonio Innoki a cou¬ 
ple of years ago in Japan ) 

Ali; (springing up from his seat) 
1 tell you something, Antonio Innoki. 
the Japanese wrestler—has anybody 
seen him?—Well, this Japaneste 
wrestler challenged me, and, I say 
no wrestler will ever defeat me be¬ 
cause a wrestler will have to go to 
grab me like this (puts his hand on 
the neck of the person sitting besi¬ 
des him)...right...he will have to grab 
me. But, before the wrestler gets 
that close...whenever he is that close, 
he is hit by me. 1 cannot see a wrest¬ 
ler beating me, because if 1 hit him 
(punches his left palm hard) it will 
be all over. Do you know what Innoki 
did? He came out and lay on his back 
—he would not stand up—and, he 
kept kicking at me... kicking... re¬ 
member?...he kept kicking. He would 
not stand up like a man. Now, if I 
meet your wrestler, he is got to 
make one deal, make one agreement. 
He cannot lie on his back and go 
on kicking (laughter). He is got to 
stand up and conie and get me. He 
is got to wrestle me standing. 

Bin SGRliBE : OK. The moment 
he lies on his back, he is out. 

Ali: Fm going to punch and he 
can wrestle. If he gets me first, it is 
goi^ for him. If I get him first, it is 
bad for him (laughter). 

Saxena: The next question yes, 
Mr. 

Ali: I can’t be a coward and let 
the challenge pass. 


Saxena: Are there any more ques¬ 
tions? 

Ali: Is your wrestler here? 

8TH SCRIBE: No. 

Ali: Where is he? Hiding? I 
want to see him. Yes, now. Where is 
he? 

8TH SCRIBE: He is in Patna...By 
the way, if he can’t go for your 
hands, he can definitely go for your 
legs... 

Ali: It’s OK, as long as be stays 

up*., 

8TH SCRIBE: He is the greatest.. 

Ali: He is the greatest around? 

8TH ^SCRIBE: Yes, yes, in India. 

Ali:? Ob! he is the greatest in 
India, but, I am the greatest in the 
world...How many people will see 
me fight the wrestler? (pause)...Do 
you want me to come back again to 
India and light the wrestler? 

Reporters: No., .No. 

9'rH SCRIBE: Mr Ali, you have 
been given a warm welcome in Delhi 
and Bombay. 

Ali: Let me sit down...(Jimrnv 
Ellis enters) 1 want you all to give 
me a hand for the man who will 
box me at the exhibition—fonrixiet 
world cuanipion James Ellis (app¬ 
lause)..,! want you to have a good 
look at him...now...so that you can 
see him after the fight...you may not 
recognise him after the fight 

9TH SCRIBE: Your impressions 
about the reception. 

Ali; I never received a welcome 
in no country like I have here. I^ain 
not saying this because i am bore 
I have never seen so many iieopio 
in the streets, so many people at the 
airports. 1 have never seen such a 
welcome and never met any leaders 
as humble as the leaders you have 
here as nipdels. 1 enjoyed the coun¬ 
try—it is beautiful, and, 1 am sorry 
because I cannot stay longer, I am 
going back to America, and, I have 
a film to follow me. Li that evei'y- 
thing has been filmed. I am going 
to put them together, make a docu¬ 
mentary and show it on the televi¬ 
sion to all the 50 States in the USA, 
so that people there can see for 
themselves what happened in India. 
Thank you. 

10th SCRIBE: Ever- . here 
wants you to demonstrate how fast 
you are? 

Ali : You want to see how fast I 
am? Lemme show you. (Calls up 
an elderly balding gentleman to the 
dais) Come on, 1 am not going to 
hit you. (the man walks up to the 
platform) Now, I will show how 
fast 1 am (asks the man to open his 
palm and raise it). I am going to 
punch his palm ten times before you 
all can count two.,.one...two. OK? 
(applause) Yes, ten times (takes 
two steps backwards, shrinks his fist 
into a ball, leans forward and then 
pulls out a red handkerchief from 
his breast pocket) The light shines 
on his head can’t see...(daces the 










All drii^ng into town at Bombay 


handkcrrhiel on the bald patch) Well, 
It’s all riRht now...!, am now goin^ to 
hit him ten timers before you can 
count two all right?.., (Turning to 
the audience) When I say go, you 
say, one. two...as soon as I say go... 
Let\s try.. Go 

Audienre: One...two... 

All- Faster please...as quickly as 
you can...and, as .<ioon as I say go... 
Now, go... 

Audience: One, two... 

Ali: OK. Do you believe T can 
hit him one. two...three...four..., 
five . .siV...(punches the man’-s palm 
t«) his ct)unldown)...ten times? 1 am 
going to hit him fifteen times before 
you count two...Oo you believe it? 
(ha...ha ..hi hi)...when I say go, say 
again one, two...This is testing.,.say 
one more time...Go... 

Audience: One, two... 

Ali: OK. once more...Go...(laughh 
ler)...What’.s so funny about it? 
When I say go...But. you are not go- 
ing to believe it... 

Audience: We can... 

Aii: 1 afn hitting this man ten 
times...Go. 

Audience: One, two... 

Ali: (without moving at all, and 
doing nothing) You want to see it 
again? You didn’t sec it? You 
didn't see it? You didn’t sec it? Tm 
so fast that you could not see it. 
(Turning to the man with the raised 
palm on the. dais) Are you hurt (The 
man shakes his head and laughs)... 


OK. nnw gentlemen, a couple of more 
quesliuiis and we will call it quits. 

I am so very hungry and tired. 

nth SCRIBK: All, what would you 
do if you are asked to box in Tehe¬ 
ran? 

A.i: What's that? 

11th SCRIBE: Has Khomeini ask¬ 
ed you to tight in Teheran? 

Ali: If he asks me to fight, who 
would 1 fighit: 

nth SCRIBE: Why, Khomeini... 

Ali: Oh! has Khomeini asked me 
to box an exhibition match? You 
see, I get paid for being crazy, what’s 
your excuse? (ha...ha.. .ha...ha) I 
get paid tor being a fool, what’s your 
excuse? (ha...ha...ha...ha) Did you 
get it?...No. He is not going to ask 
me to box there. He is a religious 
man he says. And. L am sure he 
does not promote...he is so strict, to 
me he seems too strict, as strict as a 
jealous woman...no, 1 do not think 
he will promote boxing. Asking him 
to promote boxing is like asking him 
to let the girls wear mini skirts oi 
short dresses. Do you understand? 
Real Moslem stuff, with beards and 
all that. He will not ask me to box 
at exhibition because he is so reli 
gious. Nice to answer that question. 

12th SCRIBE: Does the United Sta¬ 
tes have any moral right to ask for 
the boycott of the Moscow Olympics 
after what it did in Vietnam? 

Ali: That’s a good question...the 
only one. I am not the American 
Government, and 1 am not going to 
be one of its spokesman. 1 did not 


agree with them in Vietnam, so I 
cannot speak for the Govcrnmenl— 

I was against the Govevnnienl at that 
time. But, 1 will .say this the people 
who were ruling the country and the 
Government at that time were not 
the ones who are in power now. 

12th SCRIBE : Has the present US 
administration repudiated the Viet¬ 
nam war? 

Ali: Oh, I am so hungry... 

iSth SCRIBE: Would you fight the 
present World Champion if that can 
free the American hostages in Iran? 

Ali: Yeah, always. 

13th SCRIBE: In Teheran? 

Ali: Anywhere in the world. Even 
Teheran. 1 am not scared of Tehe¬ 
ran. I am scared of nothing (growls 
like a tiger)...Don’t yoti know I am 
the Greatest... 

14lh SCRIBE: You are conceited... 

Ali: 1 am not conceited, I am 
convinced...See, conceited means you 
think you have it when you don’t I 
know 1 have skill for boxing, good 
looks...can you believe (puts up a coy 
look, combs his hair, pats his cheek) 
that I have been fighting for 27 years, 
and look at my face? Can you be¬ 
lieve, I have been fighting 27 years... 
and, I am (pause) prettier than you. 
(ha...ha...ha...ha) 

Ali walks away and the curtain 
comes down on a memorable Press, 
conference. 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 
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WITH AU IN INDIA 

Why All 
had to go 

i<T’M DELIGHTED. FM SURPMS- 
It'd”. That IS how the boxinR 
superslar reacted to his appointment 
as US President Carter’s roving emi^ 
sary to five African countries. But 
was it that surprising? It was, in¬ 
deed inevitable that All would be 
called upon at one stage or the other 
to reinforce America’s global drive 
to sell I he ‘’boycott Moscow Olym 
pics” slogan. 

Ali had not only been singing the 
same tune but has also demonstrated 
that he meant business, by withdraw¬ 
ing 36 athletes selected to the US 
Olympic squad, who had been train¬ 
ing at his California gym. More¬ 
over, Ali, who had once been up in 
arms against the American adminis* 
Iration following the jail sentence he 
got for refusing to serve the US 
Army in Vietnam appears to have 
got over that bitterness. To news¬ 
men at Bombay he confessed that he 
had nothing against the present 
administration. “It is not the same 
administration that fought the war 
in Vietnam,” he argued to justify 
his .support for it. He has identified 
With the Carter administration so 
very closely as to come out in favour 
of Carter's bid for re-election In 
November. 

With these credentials. Ali was an 
automatic choice as the peddltr for 
Carter’s merchandise. Even while 
In India, most of his efforts appear¬ 
ed to be concentrated on winning 
support for the USA rather than on 
boxing that brought him money and 
fame. Never did he miss an oppor¬ 
tunity to tell how bad and brutal the 
Russians are, that India is the next 
target for Russian attacks and tha’ 
it is the Americans alone who can 
drive the Russians out of Kabul and 
thus prevent a possible tragedy. 
”India,” he argued, “should be 
among the first countries to denounce 
the Russians and boycott the Olym¬ 
pics because the Russians are like a 
spoiled child stealing out of a cookie 
Jar, and if you do not slap him he’ll 
take more next time.” 

Although, with all his popular 
and efforts Ah tailed to sell the idea 
of boycotting the Moscow Olympics 
to India (this led him to tell news¬ 
men in Madras : “Are you Commu¬ 
nist ? May be you are in league 
with the Russians ? What if you 
see Russian tanks and Russian sol¬ 
diers taking over this town, how 
would you feel about it?”) The US 
State Department did not fail to re¬ 
cognise his potentialities as a sales¬ 
man for the US view. Ali is famous ; 
he has a large fan following: i 
above all, being a MosL m and black 
he has the “clout” with the Islamic 
and African nations which no other 
person in the USA, including Carter, 
can claim to have. 


Indeed, even before he left Lousi- 
ville. his home town, for India on 
January 24, the State Department 
and the White House must have had 
decided to cash in on his image and 
popularity to project the US interests. 
As it is known by now that, a few 
days before Ali was to leave foi 
India, he was approached by some 
State Department officials with sug¬ 
gestions that he should possibly po> - 
pone his visit to India to a later date, 
presumably, the US administration 
wanted to requisition Ali’s services 
immediately and put it into more 
profitable use. The State Depart¬ 
ment knew that India was not going 
to change her mind either about the 
Russians or about the Moscow Olym 
ics. So, Ali’s efforts were going to 
e wasted. At the same time, post 
ponement of the visit would have 
had carried the message that Ame¬ 
rica is not happy with India. 

But Ali could not oblige the ad¬ 
ministration, because of the contract 
he had signed with a British film 
organisation on November 16, 1979 
for a tour of India beginning on 
January 24 and ending on February 
7. The administration, too, did nut 
press the matter hard, hoping, per¬ 
haps, that maybe Ali would be able 
to work up public sentiment in 

India against that country’s partla- 

pation in the Moscow Olympics. 

But as AU reached Bombay on 

January 28, a call came through to 
him from the White House at the 
hotel where he had been billcttm 
“It’s the President, who wants to 
speak to you”, the operator on the 
other end informed him. Carter then 
told Ali about his idea to diaft him 
in his ‘offensive* against the Moscow 
Olympics and send him as his special 
envoy to some of the African coun¬ 
tries. The White House had been 
trying to get in touch with Ali since 
his meeting with Mrs Gandhi in New 
Delhi on January 25. It is thiough 
its New Delhi Embassy, that the 
White House finally caught up with 
Ah in Bombay. An US Embassy offi- 
diH also got in touch with him in 
Bombay presumably to brief Ali on 
his mission. Ali’s heart was no longer 
in the Indian tour. 

On the night of January 29, after 
the exhibition bout, he started saying 
that he was tired and that he would 
prefer to drop Madras—his next stop 
—from his itinerary. The reason 
given by him was that tlie High! in 
which he was booked for Madras 
from Bombay was inconvenient 
“Six O’clock in the morning is too 
early,” he said. Ho was however 
prepared to fly to Calcutta on an 
early morning flight. “Why don’t 
we go to Calcutta now and hnish off 
the tour by February 1” he said at 
one stage. The promoters, who had 
arranged the tour, were confused b'li 
explained it away as something of a 
joke or as another for which the 
boxer is famous or infamous for. 
Certainly nobody suspected that 
something was rooking. Meanwhile, 
the US Embassy official made him¬ 
self a part of Ali’s entourage and 
even met the Bombay Governor as 


one travelling with Ali. It now seems 
that the message informing Ali that 
he had beem appointed Carter’s 
envoy for African countries was com¬ 
municated there at Bombay. 

Ali, then reluctantly took the 
flight to Madras after night-long 
hassles with the promoters that went 
on till about the time Ali left for the 
Bombay Airport, Presumably, the 
promoters were telling him about his 
contractual obligations. But after he 
reached Madras, it became certain 
that he was going back on February 
1. and would not be making rest of 
I hiS trip to Bangalore, Hyderabad and 

i^cutta. His wife, Veronica, cate¬ 
gorically told me: “We aie going 
back”. Checks in the airline offices 
also confirmed this. 

Ali, however, made the formal an¬ 
nouncement about cancelling the 
remainder of the trip on the even¬ 
ing of January 31 just about the time 
it became known in New Delhi that 
Carter’s representative. Clark Clif¬ 
ford’s talks with Mrs Gandhi had 
failed. Among other things, Mrs 
Gandhi had declined to be a parlv 
to the boycott Olympics move initiat¬ 
ed by the USA. Was it a oo-inci 
dence? All. however told the promo¬ 
ters that he woud like to come back 
to India, after his diplomatic shuttle 
to Afriia, and complete the schedule 
The promoters, however, wert' not in¬ 
terested. 

“Events”, Ali said, “have overtaken 
us”, while announcing the changes in 
his plans. But, did it reallv*^ Looks 
more like design than an acadent 
Could not President Carter havi^ 
waited for another ^bree or four 
days by which Ali would have had 
finished his Indian toui*^ He did not 
perhaps because he wanted to say it 
again: ‘We do not like your policies 
and attitudes'. Now that the Clif 
ford mission had failed he had no 
compulsions to keep India in goou 
humour any more. 

Ali stayed in India for three days 
more—till February 3—waiting in 
New Delhi for the US Air force air¬ 
craft that was to take him to Africa. 
Had he wanted, he could have kept 
his schedule for Bangalore and 
Hyderabad and even come briefly to 
Calcutta. According to his original 
schedule, he was to arrive in Calcutta 
on February 3 night. Just before his 
departure from Delhi, the Siviet 
Ambassador in India handed over a 
message from the Russian President, 
Mr Leonid Brezhnev, asking him not 
to make the tour. “It is not good”, 
the message said, “to mix politics 
with sports/' 

It is a pity that Ali who had all 
through his life been ardent pacifist 
and had kept away from politics, 
should became a pawn in super¬ 
power rivalries and even boast that 
he deserved the appointment. “I’ve 
no comparison. Don’t you see they 
haven’t been able to fill in the vacan¬ 
cy cau^d by my retirement from the 
ring. They can’t find a better diplo¬ 
mat than me”, he said in one of his 
farewell news conferences. Poor Ali! 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 



Veronica: 
Ali won't 
leave me 

TRAVbU lN(j 
I with Wi for six days now and yet 
you wafted w long for the vntcrvmv. 
What u patient man you are fhat 
wa’t how Veronica, the third and the 
(urreni wife of the txxcm^ superstar 
Muhammed Alt a stunnmq beauty 
liom I os Angeles reacted when / 
asked her m the lobby of the ('on 
nc rrtora Hotel at Madras if she w<mld 
(are to tell HFR ^tory *'OK, only 
(ne question/' she said i knew that 
is what she would say because she 
normally shuns the Press as Islam 
cmjoms women to stay in the bach 
r/round Phis I was told by cme of 
the aides of AU But as the ''onver 
siUu n went on, cme questum became 
movy Fxrerpts 

SPORTSWORLD : When did you 
meet AU for the first time? 

VERONICA. I was jusl out of 
school diid was doing a suinmei job 
a hostess with John King a fight 
promoter at Salt Lake City in Utah 
My assignments inchidcd escorting 
the paiticipants from the airport to 
the hotels And ^^hat was how I met 
Ah for the first time in ljy74 I was 
just 18 

SW: Wan it love at first sight? 

Veronica: No. not at all Our first 
ron versa lion had been very brief and 
our relations did not grow beyond 
eocchanging formalities Coitamly I 
did not even dream that he will one 
dav become my husband 

SW: When waa it that you fell in 
love with him? 

Veronica: It was in Kinhasa. 
Zaire when Ah came to fight Fore 
man I had gone there, again on a 
summer stint, from the same fight 
promoter for whom I had been work 
ing when I nK*t Ab first It was 
then that we met each other quite 
fiequently and I came to know Ah 
b(ttei 1 found out what he was 
really like To my surprise, T found 
that he is not ail that what he was 
said to be—a biaggart. a show off, 
a hypocrite, a vicious man. a killer 
Instead, I discovered he was tender 
sincere, and a loving kind of person 
And I was floored 

SW: When did you get married? 

VcTonica: After another three 
years 

SW: Before you, AU had two other 
wives and he divorced both of Oiem. 
AreiiH you afraid that he may leave 
you one day for a new spouse ? 

Veronica : No, I’m not. I under 
stand him thoroughly And I know 
he is m love with me. So am I. I 
know both his former wives. We 
are all complete^ diffcient from one 


another He married me because he 
found in me what he was looking 
for in his former wives but could not 
get Yes. we are going to hve 
happily ever after 

SW: Why did AU divorce his two 
former wiv«s? 

Veronica : It’s a long story and I 
am afraid 1 cannot tell you all The 
fiist wife bcrdus<% I bebeve, they 
were having too many quarrels over 
religion She would not embrace 
Islam Bt^^sides she was well what 
shiiiild I say a tough person a 
tough Wdy who loved to punch As 
for the second wife well let's skip 
It It's a SOI did story 

SW. Do you fight each other of 
ten? How about disagteemenU? 

Veronica : Let's not call il fighls 
I would rathei say debate Yes we 
argue On nothing veiy irapoitant 
really Small hassles onoe in a 
while 

SW . flow do you find him at a 
hiiahand ? 

Veronica It\ very difficult to 
answer this question in a few words 
But if you want me to I will sav hi 
Is sincere tonsidc'rate dedicated and 
above all a person who does what he 
means what he believes Isn't it 
nice to have such i pi rson as a bus 
band'^ 



SW : tl seems that AU has two 
faccs--4nie that Is pobUc and the 
other that is privatet 
Veronica : I presume so The fao: 
that he puts up before the public 
the art that he puts up before the 
public are just jokes a mask hiding 
his real self 


Veronica: I guess the best thing : 
is being married to someone yon { 
love < 

SW . And the worst ? 

Veronica: Lark of piivary Occas¬ 
ionally it would be nice to »ust to 
be able to go out with him to a 
restaurant and not « ii-cognised ^ 

SW : What attracted you to Ali ? 

Veronica * H* is so clifferent from 
the other people I knew So good 
so sincere 

SW . Were you ci'er frightened 
whdi Ali was in the ring? 

Veronica . No 1 was never really 
frightened but sometimes I felt but¬ 
terflies in my stomach 

SW ' I^e DoUced AU leering at 
pretty girls. And the girls, too, go 
crazy over him Aren't you jealou^ 

Veronica : No 1 m not It’s better 
that he should know othei girls so 
That he can compare^ me with them 
and find how good I am Only this 
way can he appreciate my quahties 
and only ihis can endear me to hull 

SW Is AU a hearty eater? IVha^ 
are his favourite dishes? 

Veronica. He cat-v well Hi^ 
fivountcs—I suppose— ire beef steak 
and salad He avoids fats and starch 
as he IS accumulating bulges in the 
stomach 

.SW All said in one of his Prewi 
conferences that you have been nag¬ 
ging him to buy sarees for you and 
that you have discarded tli^ wartt 
n>l>e that he had bought for you Jufit 
before leaving the States. What have 
you to say about it? 

Veronica: It's all a joke So far, 

I ve only bought seven sarees in 
Delhi and Bombay and four more in 
Madras Would you call it nagging? 

SW : You look fabulous in a 
saree. Who introduced it to you? 

Veronica : A friend m Hongkong. 

SW: Will you be wearing aareea 
even when you go back to the Stateg? 

Veronica . I will certainly be wear¬ 
ing them in my home Maybe occa- 
gionally for parties They are com¬ 
fortable but they are not as useful 
as our dresses You always have to 
stay alert to keep d in place 

SW: What are your impr co s te iB 
of India? 

Veronica : I feel so ctimpletely at 
home because everycne is so nice, so 
warm 


SW: Does he act and Joke at 
home? 

Veronica: He jokes and plays and 
makes faces with the kids Not so 
much with me Sometimes he does, 
when there are guests 

SW: How is it like beinig married 
to a celebrity? 

Veronica: It is certainly very ex¬ 
citing Occasionally, however, I 
miss privacy. 

SW: What fa the best thing about 
being married to All? 


SW: Are you a Muslim ? 

Veronica: Yes. my Musbm name 
is Rehana 

SW: Is It because of Ali that you 
changed faith ? 

Veronica: No I had embraced 
Islam even before 1 met Ah 

SW: Why? 

Veronica: Because Islam says that 
all religions aie good while the reli¬ 
gion that 1 belonged to caihei said 
that it was the only true one 

Interview with TOOSHAR PANDIT 



AUSSti: WINDIES IlIRD TEST 

Aussies 
thrashed 
—and 
how! 

JOHN BENAUD 

1»TITH NOT LONG TO GO TOR 
VV lunch on the second day of this 
third Test which could avenge for 
the West Indies their embarrassing 
Bve-one hammering by Australia five 
seasons before, Andy Roberts sent 
Greg Chappell’s team into a drunken 
wobble. Yet, as the openers Wiener 
and Laird, sti oiled untroubled to 
23, Roberts sijemod to have lost that 
ferocity all the world’s batsmen have 
known. There were even hints 
Roberts was nearing the end of his 
majestic career. And it was Holding 
who split Wiener and Laird at 23, 
Wiener popping a shortish ball to 
Haynes at forward short-leg. A reflex 
catch this, darting his hands to ttu^ 
right. 

Ana so in came Ian Chappell, still 
the hometown favourite at his Adel¬ 
aide Oval despite the season’s less 
than pleasant tilts with officialdom. 
Laird got a single from th^ start of 
Roberts’ sixth over. Chappell came 
to strike, to shuffle as always across 
to off just as the bowler releases. A 
lucky snick scorched down between 
gully and fourth slip for two. 

It is worth noting this Adelaide 
pitch is a beauty for batting, even 
paced and even in height. Batsmen 
can play forward with confidence to 
strike the ball on the up. Evidence 
which rather enhances the great 
qualities of the next ball Roberts 
sent down to Chappell. 

Roberts dug it in and at mighty 
speed, it skidded up at the shuffling 
Chappell who had time only to fling 
up a protective glove, before it can- 
nonod into his shoulder and propped 
out to gully. The fourth ball was 
further up, perfectly pitched on off 
so Chappell was bound to play. As 
bat came down to meet the ball it 
darted ever so slightly away off the 
seam and Greenidge at second slip 
fook it low but comfortably. 

In came Greg Chappell, to face 
the fifth ball. It was the replica of 
the ball that reared so violently at 
Ian Chappell. Like Ian, Greg threw 
up the protective bat, it caught the 
shoulder and dollied away to the 
giant Gainer at gully. Greg Chappell 
out first ball. Incredible, and the 
Adelaide crowd stunned at the de¬ 


mise of their favourite sons, coula 
offer only an awc-slruck ’ooohh’. And 
Andy Roberts was on a hat-trick. 
The orthodox hat-trick ploy of crowd¬ 
ing the field around the batsmen was 
unnecessary. They were all in 
anyway—as indeed they were for all 
of the match. 

And on strike, Australia 3 for 26 
in pursuit of the West Indies’ 328, 
was Hughes. He let the ball miss 
the ofl'Stump by a coat of varnish 
and so Roberts missed a hat-trick. 
But when you get rid of the two 
Chappells in two balls I suppose you 
might feel it’s the equivalent of four 
wickets in two balls. , , 

From that moment the Test belon¬ 
ged to the West Indies, yet there had 
been times on the first day when 
Australia seemed to have a chance. 
Greg Chappell won the toss, and 
whether it was because he feared his 
batsmen might crumple to West 
Indies pace on the first morning or 
whether he genuinely believed the 
hot, bright day and white, hard pitch 
would assist the Australian attack. I 
don’t know. But he took the risk so 
many Test captains have paid for 
dearly in the past and invited the 
West Indies to bat. 

Greenidge, who had been in such 
superlative touch in the one-day final 
series against England, was first out 
with the total only 11. Normally 
Greenidge is well forward, but Lillee 
raised enough doubt in his mind and 
Greenidge was trapped right back on 
his stumps. Of couise, such early 
success against the West Indies rais¬ 
es something of a problem these 
davs. 

It means Viv Richards comes in— 
and all summer here in Australia that 
has meant picket-spanking batsman- 
ship. Today was no different. Surely 
a fielding captain would be entitled 
to think a new batsman, an even in 
touch Richards, would grab a few 
sightcrs with the scoreboard showing 
one for 11. Richards’ idea of sighters 
was to thrash three consecutive fours 
oft Pdscoe, a pull, a cut and a scor¬ 
ching cover drive. All dispatched 
with that nonchalant jawing on his 
chewing gum and minimum swing of 
that giant bat. Later when veteran 
off-spiuner Mallett came on there 
was another hat-trick of boundaries. 
By lunch there was disappointment 
among the crowd that he was only 
76 off 78 balls, 13 boundaries. Such 
was his blazing power a century be¬ 
fore the break had seemed well with¬ 
in bis grasp. But after lunch it was 
as if the Austrahans had put some¬ 
thing in his meal—the genius had 
been replaced with mere mortal in¬ 
discipline. 

Lillee began and beat him three 
times. Richards had replaced his 
confident forward or back footwork 
with a nervous shuffle. The fourth 
ball he had him, aiming a square 
cut at a not so short ball and Maisti 
took the catch. And the score was 


still 115 when Haynes' at the other 
end pulled Mallett straight into 
Lilleels mid riff behind the umpire. 

Tlhen Ian Chappell took a splendid 
rolling first slip catch when Kalli- 
charran failed to get right to the 
pitch of Mallett’s off spin. The al¬ 
most preccptible resignation the 
Australians had shown as Richards 
savaged everything offered now 
turned to euphoria. There was a 
chance Greg Chappell’s decision to 
field would be vindicated—the West 
Indies 126 for 4, Lloyd and Rowe in 
strike. 

Lloyd has been in shocking touch 
since his leg operation, Rowe has 
just been doing poorly. Yet such 
were their fighting qualities they 
held the striving Australians b.jv 
until 113 were added. In the begimi- 
ing they merely survived. Parr\ing 
the good balls, often beaten, lelijng 
those go they didn’t have to play. 

Rowe hung on 160 minutes for 40 
and hit only four fours, such was his 
determination to defend. Lloyd’s was 
a marvellous captain’s knock. He 
batted only 27 minutes more than 
Rowe but .scored 121—^71 more. And 
he hit 17 boundaries, many of them 
those scorching drives that seem to 
flow from a bat vnclded by arms of 
rubber. 

It was vintage Lloyd. He began 
his onslaught near the end ot 
Rowe’s innings, gained a little mo- 
meintum in his short stand with 
Murray, then really blitzed the Au^ 
ralians. Rowe went at 239, Murray 
at 252, then Lloyd—and to who else 
but Lillee—in the last over ot the 
day at 300. With'Roberts he put on 
48. Only nine came from Roberts 
such was Lloyd’s domination. It was 
Lloyd’s 12th Test hundred, bis fifth 
against Australia and the highest by 
a West Indian at the Adelaide Oval. 
Roberts went in the last over too. 
leaving the West Indies 303 for 8 at 
the day's end. Even though Garner, 
Holding and Croft added another 23 
on the second morning, Australia 
must have remembered Richards 
and reasoned they had done pretty 
vyell on .such a plumb batting wicket. 

A ndy Roberts changed all 

that. After the Chappells had 
left so quickly to consecutive deli¬ 
veries, something that had Dfcever 
happened in the 38 Tests they’d play¬ 
ed together, Australia floundered. 
Coming back from 26 for 3 in a Test 
is tough—without the deadly duo 
and against this West Indies awe¬ 
some pace attack it proved impossi¬ 
ble/ 

At stumps only Laird, gritty as 
ever, Hughes, flashy as ever, and 
Border, imperturbable as ever, had 
shown the Test match character such 
a challenge requires. Laird batted 
for nearly three hours for his 52 
then as if to celebrate the half cen¬ 
tury aimed to drive Croft and Gar¬ 
ner bent down to throw up the catch 
at gully. Hughes looked spectacular 
at times, driving and cutting but the 
moment Croft cleverly went around 
tlic wicket he surrendered. There 
was a suggestion of hit out or get 
out about his 34 off only 65 balls. Be 


was fourth out at 83 when he just 
dabbled with a Croft slanter. It was 
a fine edge that went to Lloyd at 
first. It was a comfortable catch for 
the big fellow but he seemed surpris* 
ed and very nearly dropped it after 
a few juggles. 

Then it was something of a pro¬ 
cession. Marsh dangled the bat at 
Croft and tailed again. There was 
once a time when Marsh’s batting 
has won the odd Test tor Australia. 
Now he has done his dash. Imme¬ 
diately some experts called for his 
dropping and the inclusion of 
Wright, who has been getting some¬ 
what more runs comparatively In 
Sheffield Shield. This is nonsense. 
The critics outdo their own argu¬ 
ment by specifying there is nothing 
wrong with Marsh’s keeping. In 
tact, they stress Marsh is still the 
best ‘keeper. 

In cricket it is a crime to choose 
your ‘keeper not for his ‘keeping but 
for his batting. 1 recall England 
here in Australia back in 1956. The 
(hamp Godfrey Evans was in the 
side, but because a young second 
‘keeiK^r Roy Swetman was the belter 
bat they chose him for Evans in the 
Sydney Test. Swetman promptly 
<ii upped two simple catches from 
the great Fred Trueman. No, leF us 
hang on to Marsh, despite^ his out of 
touch batting. 

After Marsh succumbed, Lillee, 
he did sometimes in the past, showed 
admirable couiage. He was struck 
around the body <ay the West Indies 
fastrnen, most notably by Holding 
who with one lifter badly bruised a 
finger in Lillee’s bdwling. hand. 

Rut the great Australian fast bow¬ 
ler. with the finger taped, and with 


a doctor giving him a needle on field, 
battled on for nearly an hour, trying 
with Border to save face for Austra¬ 
lia. And when Lillee finally snapped, 
skying Holding down the ground 
where Haynes ran belter skelter 
from extra cover to lake a catch 
overhead, Dymock came to stop 
the wicket tumble for another 43 
minutes. It was gutiy stuff a few 
high order bats might well have not¬ 
ed. Although in such circumstances 
one should always remember the 
bowlers have often run their fitness 
to the limit by the time the tail arri¬ 
ves. 

Australia’s humiliation in this Test 
was not to be complete until the fifth 
morning, but on the third day the 
West Indies threw out a broad hint 
they intended to ride Greg Chappell’s 
men into the dust. Roberts wound up 
the Australian first innings at 203, 
bowling Border, 

And then Greenidge, Richards and 
Kallicharran toyed with the Austra¬ 
lian attack, hampered as it was by 
the breakdown of Lillee, still feeling 
his badly bruised finger. In fact, 
when the West Indies second innings 
ended Lilke had no wicket—the first 
time in Tests he’d not taken one. 
Greenidge laboured over his 78, hop 
ing this might be the occasion of his 
first Test century in Australia. 
Richards made 74. This was a much 
more controlled effort from the 
champion right-hander. In the be¬ 
ginning Len Pascoe tried a spot of 
Richards baiting. Foolhardy stuff 
this. He managed to beat Richards 
once, then Richards let a couple gn 
one of which was a bumper. Rich¬ 
ards pla.yed the next quite compel 
ently and Pascoe, much to the sur¬ 
prise of those of us who know how 


dangerous Richards can be, sarcas¬ 
tically clapped the. great man for lay- - 
ing bat on ball. 

Heavens, fancy making fun of the 
man they call Smokin’ Joe, the man 
who has treated every Australian 

bowler with disdain this summer. 
Richards tugged his cap, allowed H 
Pascoe a single glance as he brushed 
at the pitch and then set about a 139 
minute stay in which he and Greeni¬ 
dge put on 136. By stumps the West 
Indies were 303 for 4. A lead of 
428 with still two days to go. Lloyd's 
intent to crush Australia was obvi¬ 
ous—with 14 minutes to go he sent 
In a night-watchman. 

Lloyd announced at the day's end 
he hoped to set Australia 600 to win, 
with a declaration about mid-after¬ 
noon. The hint between the lines 
ing not only were the Australian 
bowlers not likely to get wickets, but 
his batsmen were going to give 
them a good hiding. Lloyd went to 
bed that night knowing Australia 
could not possibly win—only two 

learns have got more than 400 in the 
last innings of a Test to win. 

He thus became the first West 
Indies captain to lead his country to 
a scries win in Australia in six visits 
—they led the series one-nil after 
the win in the second Test. Just 
how demoralised the Australians 
W'crc was obvious imixt morning 
when they let Croft hang on another 
47 minutes. Then Greg Chappell 
,dropped a waist high chanci? from 
Lloyd at first slip. Kallicharran went 
relentlessly on to his 12th Test hun¬ 
dred, his fourth against Australia. 
Lloyd and Murray stayed with him. 
Dymock mercifully ended the slau¬ 
ghter by grabbing the last lour 
wickets for 12 in 38 balls. 

Australia’s win target was 574. 
They began hopelessly. Wiener, sadly 
out of touch and thus out of his depth 
in this Test, edged to Murray. If one 
had to show a stranger to the game 
*The catch behind” this was a good 
example—Roberts delivery %vell up. 
Wiener not across, the edge, Murray 
catching waist high. 

Chdppell was out hooking, ian 
Chappell that is. He got four the 
ball before from a hook, tried again 
aud the ball seemed to bit his helmet. 
He looked unhappy when he left, but 
equally true it is to say he looked un¬ 
happy while he was there. 

Greg Chappell playea as if he 
meant to get the runs that evening, 
a strange example of fighting batt¬ 
ing for his team-mates to follow. He 
went at 71. Laird, very solid again 
—what a wonderful success he’s 
been in his first Test season—^went 
at 83, leg-before like Chappell. E 
Hughes was fifth out, leg-before too 
and not happy, insisting he hit 
with the total 98. By stumps Lillee 
! and Border were out too and it was 
121 for 7—a dismal and embarrass¬ 
ing capitulation by a team that seem¬ 
ed to have no guts for the fighting 
task they faced. It took nine overs 
next morning for the score line to 
read West Indies won by 408, aud 
the series two nil. A thrashing— 
and how. 
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Roger Bini^ 

^}^st cricketer 


Batting and bowling with 
equal flair.A rising new 
talent worth watching. 

The difference between bein*) 
jijst good find being excellent 
IS a lot of hard work " 
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NATIONAL T. T. PREVIEW 

WilITTFI 
lift the 
gloom ? 

PANKAJ BUTALIA 

A nother nationai, table 

Tennis Championship is on now. 
at Durgapur. At a lime when players 
should be at their peak, looking for* 
ward to this most important tourna 
ment of the year one finds the mood 
is one of despair—and this wlien we 
have the most promising batch ot 
juniors in over a decade. My reading 
is that the seniors arc demoralised 
because of thr totally aihitrary lum 
tioning of the Table Tennis Fedora 
tion of India which still continues. 
Teams are announcx'd at the last mi¬ 
nute even now, in spite of a promis-* 
made by the TTFI that no team will [ 
be sent without at lea* t one month'^ | 
notice. The criteria tor selection of 
teams kco^ changing. How else can 
one explain the dropping ot Ariin 
Kumar for the team for the World 
Championship last year and the 
dropping of National cham^ 
pion Manjil Dua from this 
year’s team to Saudi Arabia V 
Age certainly couldn’t have been 
the reason lor ManjiFs dropping. 
Man jit is barely 25, still at the top 
of Indian table tennis with as much 
or little effectiveness abroad as am 
other Indian players. And surely se 
lectors like G. Jagannath (and carli 
er Farrokh Khodaiji), who have re¬ 
presented India into their thirties 
should be the last ones to adopt this 
criterion. 

The juniors see all this. They pro¬ 
bably also see no chance of their 
breaking out of the rut of Indian TT. 

It is already becoming too late to 
realise fully the promise they held 
out two years ago. The TTFI, except 
for its rituahstic, pointless coaching 
camp to Japan for a couple of play¬ 
ers nas done nothing to help. When 
will it ever learn that the Japanese 
camps don’t help our players mainly 
because the Japanese coaches don’t 
have time for our players. Of the 
30 odd players who have been aent 
on such camps in the last decade not 
one has gained to the extent that 
he/she would not have by playing 
on his/her own. Most of these 
r.oachlng camps are reduced to sbO' 
pping ttprees. Surety once the TTFI 
can show some imagination. 

What is worse is that domestic 
lourAamehts in India are becoming 
rarer; rarer. What happened to 


the promise of prize money tourna¬ 
ments the TTII held out five years 
ago ? Most tourna ineiits fold up be¬ 
cause ot the unreasonably high share 
the TTFI demands, ll dexnands 1/3 
of the total prize money offered to 
players. And what has the TTFI to 
show for the Rs. 60,000 it .should 
have collected this way so far 
Luckily there is still one tournament 
that goes on—and every year be¬ 
comes more attractive to players— 
the Kailashpat Singhania Pi i/e 
Money Tournament. Partly because 
of the interest taken by the house of 
Singhania and partly because of the 
involvement of one of its employees. 
Jyoti Bdjpai, has with the game, 
the tournuinonl continues despite tli.^ 


TTFI booty. It is probably the only 
major tournament players look for^ 
ward to. It is the o n l.y 
tournament where players of gll 
calibres are treated with respect. ; 
Bajpai told me that the tournamept 
organisers were interested in raising^ 
the prize money up to may be Rs.^ 
50,000 or maybe even, a lakh but they 
would do so only if the TTFI didn’t 
take up such a big share. So the 
ITFI not only doesn’t do anything 
but also obstructs potential. 

Where do we go from here ?,, 
There doesn’t seem to be any way 
out as long as the initiative is left to 
the TTFI which assumes it has the 
monopoly over all such initative. 
Maybe the players’ movement in table 
tennis, which started at such a high 
pitch three years ago can now think 
in terms of more concrete schemes 
to help Indian table tennis out of the 
deep morass it is in. 




NATIONAL BASKETBALL 

Services 

continue 

reign 

KHUSHi RAM 

1 ''HL JAIl'UU NATIONAL UAS- 
Chd.rupionshiip was seen 
by iiie as a .seiectoi ol the Basketball 
hedrralioii of India Also, it was my 
fust oppurLunity to see the champion- 
slup a.> a writer- I belong to the 
golden era ol Indian basketball— 
vears 1967 to 1970 when the sharp 
shooting of Sarabjit Singh, Abbas 
Moontasii and myself posed a threat 
to the best of teams. When 1 look 
biick and cximpare the standard then 
and tlic standard now I feel dis¬ 
appointed. The Jaipur Nationals 
showed only one. player - iny own 
teammate, Hanuman Smgh — who 
could be said to be. of international 
stand aid. 

What specially surprised me was 
that Hanuman, at 30, showed signs 


ot improving while other players of 
his age are fast losing their rellexes. 
11c is an excellent dribbler who liter¬ 
ally storms into the opposition camp. 
His capacity to dodge rivals and 
feed the shrK>lers is imincnse. Hanu 
man and Ajmer Singh, both of whom 
woik in Shiiiam Rayons, were pi'r- 
ha{is the best combination among all 
the teams and helped Rajasthan to 
make the final grade. 

Services retained the champiuji 
shij), !ht‘ii mil in succession. On 
pi (‘sent form, it seems that exrx^pt tor 
some sort ol a challenge from Pun 
jab and Rajasthan, tlic supremac'y of 
Scrvioes will remain unfettered. 
They are the only team that aie. 
equally goo<l in both detence and 
ollencc. Three ot their playei.s, 
skipper Oin Prakash, Rainjilal and 
Radhe Shyam are all very tall. 
Subramaniam and Raja lend excel 
lent support from behind. Further, 
they undergo training for a longei 
period, which 1 think helps them, 

1 was impressed by the way Guja 
rat and Uttar Pradesh performed 
(iuiaiat made hislory by qualifying 
loi the knock-out rounds by beating 
Bihar. Iji fad, the Gujarat victory 
forced the technical cxnnmiltee ot 
Ihe BFl to summon an uigeiii meet- 
ing and < lear the deadloc k that had 


1 i.sen in the. men’s pool “C” with a 
ihree-way tie among Bihar, Gujarat 
and Karnataka. Ibe committee, 
.iftti going through the points scored, 
decided to ask Karnataka to bow out 
as tliey had the least aggregate. 

I was sorry for Karnataka, but the 
way Gujarat’'^ international Kirit Oza 
and young Mustaque Keswaiii played 
.igain.st Bihar really impressed me 
Bihai were placed third last year but 
this lime they ended in a far from 
satisfactory position Theii shooting 
mathiiK', the .seven-footei Sunil 
Panda, missed at least a doztm free 
Ihiows He, along with' another 
Gulliver, Pradip Srivaslava failed to 
kc‘('p a watch on Kirit Oza and Jeetu 
SLscKliya. 1 blame the Bihar boys as 
tlu'v lost paticiic.e mid committed too 
many iouls, thus losing the services 
of /aI Irani. Bihar lost the match 
r>9-74. 

llowevcM, they succ'eedcd in avoid¬ 
ing being eliminated Irom the knock 
oiil stage. They knew llieir late in 
< ase of a three-way tie lor a chaiica 
lo qualify for the knockout so they 
were under obligation to keep the 
losing margin to Jess than 17 points. 
When two minutes weir left against 
(jujard.!, Ihev wimo trbilling 74-53 
Two bdskc'.ts by Kamlakai Rao and 
(dumdrasekhai hel|>ed Bifiar to laise 


Men's title-holders [or the eleventh tme, Services tvith the Hajasthem Governor, Or. Raghvhul Tilah 



its tallv tu and ^uipass Karnataka’s 
dMTd^c rhii effort bv the Bihar 
bo>i» was \<iv Jiitcres-hng and I must 
^^ive Ludit to then cuach and forinei 
int( inational Ja^^annaihan for his 
I ok heio 

Ihc inatcb. between lunneiS'Up 
Hajastbaa and Punjab in pool ’"B” 
was ihc bi*st in the entno champion 
ship li was obvious to everybody 
that the wuinei of this pool tie 
would make it all the way to the 
hnab' Also the loser oi the Punjab- 
Hajasthan tic had to clash with bei 
vicc:i loi a place in the lasil eight 
1 bus It became a hie aiid-dea^th affair 
as both teams wcic well balanec‘d 

But It was Hanuman who tilled the 
bilancc in tavoui ol Kajasthaii 
Hanuman, Zoiawai and Ajiner com 
billed vci> well and by the interval 
kajasthan wcie up 32 25 Punjab 
1 ought well but a tinielY substitution 
b> it ijastbari s coach Bhiagwan bingh 
When he brought Rajinder Smgh tor 
IM it ip Singii changed the c^ourse of 
tin mat(L Punjabs intei national 
PnamdLfp was well marked by 
lliiiumaii Bui despite this he did 
w< 11 Punjab is not a young side and 
so they weie out of bicaih. I hey 
lost the cfuual match in which the 
la')! siK iTiinuites saw lianuman’s in 
ttietplioii and dnbbling at its best 
Uijasihan’s man to man taotu^ and 
llanumans inasterA pail rich divi 
dends, although their opponents weie 
(onsiderexl to be i,botler side There 
altei, Punjab had little chance to 
suivive in the ehampoinship Rajas 
ihdii met Services m the quarter 
h II a Is 


P UNJAB, WHO HAD SURPRISLD 
Services m the pic Asian bcloie 
Ihc JNagoya Asian Basketball Chain 
pionship, tound themselves in a tix 
bei vices were a hard nut to crack 
this time as they had woiked out 
their strategy caieiuliy Sub«ra 
maniam and Kaja were a wall difficult* 
to get past and they kept trustrating 
the Punjab shooters i>erviccs changed 
their style trom zone defence to 
man-tO'nian Baldeo and Mandei 
wcie the mam ieedeis but they were 
heavily guarded, Radhe Shy am 
worked extra hard when he found 
Orn Pidkash off colour Kuideep and 
Anil Punj were douig well but Pun< 
jab lost Baldeo alter hve fouls and 
without him rebounds weic difficult 
to collect Moreover, Sei vices re 
served their energy for the last tow 
minutes and Piatap Singh did the 
damage with some good baskets 
against a depleted Punjab side 

Rajasthan were assured of a 
berth in the hnals tor the second 
consecutive year when they found 
Uttai Pradesh as tbeir rivals in the 
semis 1) P began on a procnising 
note but when Rajamthan changed 
rheir strategy the former’s poverty 
of attack wias exposed U.P^s ace 
shoot Cl Dharam Smgh made some 
good shots and his height was an 
added advantage, but when Ajmer 
started takhig care of him and Hanu* 
man ix^rkM Mggatlal, the match 


became one sided to give Rajasthan a ' 
i leai win 

I he othei semis between Railways 
ind Services was also a one-sided 
all (111 With the latter having a clear 
edge — R(Ulwav:» had brdken Servi¬ 
ces’ monopoly only once in 1968 
fven with stalwarts Ukc Paramjit 
Singh Muialinath and young Abdul 
Hciinid or Babu in the team, Railways 
were no match for the Scivioes The 
absence of Abba*^ Moontasii and 
Suiendra Katana made all the 
diftf loncx? 

Once again Rajasthan met the 
mighty S(i vices m the hnals The 
home team was expected to suiprise 
th( amiy ttam as thfy were playing 
in local conditions Services play 
cd to a plan with pivots Om Prakash 
and Radhe Shyam at their best 
Rajasthan went on such a spree ol 
fouls that they got thoioughlv dc 
moidbsed Added to this was Zoia 
wai Singhs injury, thus making it 
difhaiU ioi him to fit into the rhv 
thru of the game Hanuman was 
kept n biy by Raja lUfeiee Ved 
Arm a look a technical foul against 
Raja than’s Rajrndia Smgh foi 
qiK stionmi, his decision m an abu 
sive tone —the one and only rase in 
tfu Nationals 

llie hiial saw Rajasthan take thi 
Ic id only oiue 32 30 and that was 
dl Ajirid Singh though heavily 
guaidtd pijshid his way m to scxiu* 
Hanamiii tiled Iws best to overtake 
Baja but in \ain Although Servicvs’ 
skippr r Oin Piakash Wis off foiin 
I\ idhe Shvani (oyrred up well and 
s(x>i(d till most baskets Services 
l)( at th( III lo remain suprenn 


// rn i }}(ni SnKjh of Kamsthnn (m dath 
shirt) /cops to srorp atjotnsi M P 



WOMEN S MATCHES 

Punjab 
struggle 
to win 

KIRAN AJITPAL SINGH 

T WAS AFTER THREE YEARS 
that I returned to the national has 
ketball scene Th© lay-off was due to 
my raatridge with Ajitpal But carlv 
list year 1 decided to stage a roine 
back and join mv old team Delhi My 
(oleagues m the Delhi team Renu 
Riiparcl and Kiran Sandhii who are 
ilso married but had not shed any 
of their keenness foi the game ins 
pired me to do so To my surpiise 
I saw that the standird of the game 
had impioyed tremendously I ven 
a team like Bihar is making th'’ 
quark r final grade 

Now the Punjab, Maharashtra, 
Railways and Karnataka teams aie 
almost equal If one takes an indivi 
dual team m tcims of potential 1 
would late Mahaiashtra as tlu most 
talent I ich State All the good girls 
fioin the State, Shubha Puthian, S 
1 alita and S Vidya have joined Rail 
ways Ihcv have laiscd a good com¬ 
bination with Nandini Prescilla 
D’Sou/a and Lalita as their mam 
playcis 

However, Punjab icmamed Ihi 
most outstanding k'am We all ex 
{K cted Railways to finish on top this 
lime as they had the longest training 
prior to the Nationals But they wtre 
ktl high and dry in pool A when 
Kerala thanks lo the schoolgirl 
shootci lellamina Railways wc^ 
derailed and could not make the 
quai ter final losing again to Punjab 
in another pool A match In this 
nialch I saw tiny Asha a good ball 
handler who plans hei niovemenl 
well and was well suppoited by the 
two Sumans—Sharma and Sood—to 
do then shooting jobs cleanly The 
Rnlways unnec’essaillv got them 
sclvc' involved in long shots which 
boomeranged I was disappointed 
with the showing of the Rad women 

Bihar also lost to Punjab, in the 
quarterlfi»nal. They have two guUi 
in their ranks who could be better 
players in the future They are « 
Nepali girl Poornima and Nai under 
Kaur. 1 was particularly happy to sec 
pint sized Pooriitma’s ball handling 
With better height, moie could be 
expected of her She has learned hit 
play by watching the Bihar boy3 
playing at Jamshedpur’s United Club, 
where her father is a serunly guard 

Punjab. runners up Karnataka. 
Delhi and Maharashtra made the 
semi final. My team, Delhi, could be 
rated as the surprise entrant in the 
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Tall stories 
from 

Basketball 

IMagar 

B asketball is essential 

' ly a i^ame of tall persons 
and the 30th National Basketball 
Championship saw as many as five 
7 it-plus who, with their towering 
height, presented the spectators a 
startling sight. There were Pune 
collegian Shared Kulkarni (7 ft 
2^2 in), the Uttar Pradesh police 
inspector Dharma Singh (7 ft 2 
in), Gujarat’s international Kirit 
Oza (7 ft), burly international 
from steel city, Jamshedpur, Sunil 
Panda (7 ft 3 in), but it was 
Bihar’s Pradeep Srivastava (7 ft 
4 in) who was head and should¬ 
ers over everybody. This computer 
technologist from Tisco, Jam¬ 
shedpur, was the st^y- attraction 
ot the championship. All these 
Gullivers were given names like 
Havana, Elephant, Lamboo, Caven- 
dei Cigarette walahs etc. Rather 
than feeling embarrassed, they 
enjoyed the titles. 

basketball is a demand* 

mg game which requires perfect 
physical conditioning, but this 
game attracted the largest numbei 
of married women players at the 
Jaipur national The Bengal teami 
with Mrs. Jennifer Paes, Mrs. Sa- 
rita Rajgariah, Mrs. Sbirin Mukh* 
erjee and Mrs. Lynda D’Cruz, had 
the highest number of married 
players followed by Dehi, which 
had three, in Mrs. Kiran Ajitpal, 
Mrs. Renu Sabbarwal and Mrs. 
Kiran Kapoor. The Railways had 
Mrs. Nandini and Mrs. Roop Singh. 
Among these married women 
there were many mothers also 
who left their children at home 
to be looked after by their 
moihers-in-law or others to do 
duty for their respective state. 

KIRAN AJITPAL, WIFE OF 
hockey international Ajitpal 
Singh, who hails from Delhi 
IS now settled in Juh 
lundur after marrying AjitpaL 
She preferred to play for 
her old team, rather thgn her 
adopted State, Punjab. She has a 
point that since she inspired her 
married team-mates Renu and 
Kiran to continue with the game 
it became her duty also to assist 
her old team. Moreover, basket¬ 
ball being essentially a team 
game, she found it eadet to fit 
into the Delhi team. 

AJITPAL SiKGtl JOINED HIS 
wife at Jaipur fn the last stage m 


the tourney. The Ajitpals—proud 
parents of a two-yea^old son who 
has not been named yet and is 
being called Tlkoo or Mikoo by 
them—at last found a name which 
could be given to the naughty 
child. A journalist, in an informal 
talk, suggested that their son be 
named Vlshwajit (globe conquer^ 
or), as this name will be sym¬ 
bolic, reminding Ajitpal of the 
great Cup hockey victory at Kuala 
Lumpur. The idea clicked instant* 
ly and the AJitpals> apart from nu* 
merous things, for which the pink 
dty is famous, carried vrith them, 
a name for their son. 

THE NEWLY-BUILT RAJAS- 
than Housing Board flats 
were used for billeting 
the teams and the com- 

S lex was named Basketball Nagar. 

;ut the arrangements there were 
far from satisfactory and lack of 
transport facilities from Basket¬ 
ball Nagar to the venue was felt 
badly, because very few buses 
were plying. 

THE BIHAR MEN’S TEAM, 
sponsored by Tisco, was not onlv 
the best turned out team with 
blazers and shinning track suits, it 
was also the most comfortably 
placed team. The Bihar boys stay¬ 
ed throughout the championship 
at a hotel. But its women^s team, 
not under Tisco wings, were billet¬ 
ed dl Basketball Nagar. 

THE GAME OF BASKETBALL 
originated in the United States and 
there was one girl from there who 
took part in the national diam- 
pionship. She was Lenny Forsey, 
a Rotary International Exchange 
Programme school student, who 
is studying at Randii. She donned 
Bihar colours and those who saw 
her playing shall remember her 
for her fighting spirit. 

THE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYS- 
tern at the championship was 
manned by local Malvlya Engln* 
cering College boys, who provid¬ 
ed a helping hand to the organise 
ers in conducting the champion¬ 
ship successfully. The system was 
also used for sales campaigns for 
score sheets, nylon basket nets 
and a book on hasketbail in Hindi. 
While brisk business was tecord^ 
ed for score-sheets aqd neliS, 
there were few takers for the book 

THE DINNER HGSTED BY 
Jagdish pahwal, former presi¬ 
dent of the Basketball Federation 
of India in honour of present pre^ 
sident, Mr B. Vaikunlami served 
as a good platform for thd ren* 
nion of officigb and players, both 
old and new, A similar dhin^ 
was also hosted by the jmsMeid 
of RBA, Mr Bomakant ^ 

TiiZ SEMlomOf 
A«fisttuu^ «0d 

.e r, 


Aalasthad and 


aectton saw Rajasttmi leading with 
oaly a minute for the flaal whistle, 
when the basket ling af Bajas* 
thaa’s board was disjoiaed from 
its bMe as the weMmg, whidt 
supported the riog from the 
clamp, gave way. The spectators 
had to wait for twenty nunutes 
before a oew ring could be fixed. 

THERE WERE NO SPARE 
courts for practice and no pro* 
per place for getting waimed upas 
the barreu area around the courts 
were sandy. The temporary stands 
erected for the final could ac¬ 
commodate only 3,000 spectators. 
The situation became giave when 
an equal numbei gathered outside 
to get into the enclosure. The 
participating teams had great diffi¬ 
culty m entering the area. Ulti¬ 
mately, mounted poboe had to 
use batons to disperse the crowds. 

THERE WERE NO ‘FUNNIES’ 
or other awards given during the 
championship. But If there was 
an award for the most beautiful 
woman in the championship, n 
would have gone to Karnataka’s 
ebullient collegian, Mus Judith 
Rubies. 

C ALCUTTA MAY WITNESS 
big basketball in Octobei 
next. The executive committee of 
the Basketball Federation of 
India, which met during the re* 
cent Nationals at Jaipur, has ask¬ 
ed the West Bengal Basketball As¬ 
sociation to proceed with the i>re 
liminary isreparations for staging 
the Asian Basketball Champion¬ 
ship. The main consideratloa for 
the ABC allotment is the modern 
Netdii Indoor Stadium and also 
1^ expected help from the State 

a uneot. However, this ^anir 
Ip is subject to Union Gov- 
ernment ^earnnoe. 

According to Mr P. M. John, 
the ViBBA secretary, “The cham¬ 
pionship is mqiectod to cost the 
organisers Rs M lakhs, a ImrK 
part in fordgn exdiattge, which 
wiB meet the 20 par cent airfere 
to be paid to i(be participate 
teams. Apart from ffilA 
ment and eladronk! soom bwd 
etc will have to be Imported. Tte 
same equipment ooakl then be 
Sided fw the Asiaa Gamiei.'* 

The \yRBA had made preda¬ 
tions to stage an hiteroatioml in’ 
vitatkm totirhamafttm 
Novembsr, aftcMBW Manila HtForm 
Cbatnploosliip, with Burodn xae 
dffiaricaft tsama playisg hew « . 

’'i' i' 


semi-final in the absence of 
ways. 


Rail- 


Delhi won her quarter-final effort¬ 
lessly against West Bengal. Bengal 
began well but crumbled against the 
attack which 1 myself spearheaded. 
In Delhi’s 66-56 victory, I accounted 
for 30 points alone. Karnataka easily 
beat Tamil Nadu and Punjab proved 
too good for Bihar. But Maharashtra 
had difficulties in wedging out *dark 
horse’ Kerala. Nandini Prasad of 
Karanataka was a bit slow on her 
feel but she combined well with Tara 
Appachu, Sheela Aseevarathnam and 
Devyani to help her team make the 
last four. Here, a word about 
Karnataka’s Judith Rubies. She is a 
good fighter, but she should also try 
to improve her skills. 

Punjab beat Delhi but the new- 
look Maharashtra surprised runners- 
up Karanataka in the semis. Punjab 
were a belter combined team but 
Delhi, true to its reputation, gave a 
good fight before going down 52-62. 
The winning side’s Suman Sharma 
and Asha helped each other well and 
also ba.sketecl successfully, while 
Delhi depended too much on me and 
Kiran Sandy, I was heavily guarded 
and became almost immobile. Punjab 
played wilh set angles and all the 
girls were good shoot ts. 

Karnataka did play their best 
and without a good pivot, their 
thrusts could not match Maharash¬ 
tra’s and they deservedly ho.st. Shoot¬ 
ers Lallta Ranade and Prcsalla 
D’Souza weie just loo good and out¬ 



I he women’s champions Punjab with the Governor 


\ tense sHuaiion near the 
Maharashtra 


Punjab boa id in (he women’s final aqainsi 



smarted Karanataka in rebound col¬ 
lection. 

The Punjab-Maharashtra final was 
won and lost in the last five minutes 
of play. Botb teams were balanoedl 
except that Maharashtra had less pa¬ 
tience. Punjab excelled in both dis¬ 
tribution and shooting, enabling tliem 
to take an early lead whereas the 
Maharashtra girls fumbled to shoot. 
Suman Sharma could not do much 
in the first half because of Susan 
Mathews and Shobha Iyer. However, 
the teams were tied at 28-each at the 
interval. Being impatient, Lalita 
Ranade and Nandini committed four 
fouls each and this prevented their 
swift movements as they were wor¬ 
ried about making more fouls. Witn 
only five minutes left Maharashtra 
were three points behind, but thanks 
to l..alita Ranade and Anant Laxmi 
they soon led 54-53. But then Maha¬ 
rashtra failed to consolidate their 
lead. Suman soon took advantage of 
this and in excellent fashion convert¬ 
ed four dream baskets which gave 
Punjab the lead to win and retain 
the Prince Baslath Jah trophy for 
another year. 

I would say Punjab was a good 
team but not unbeatable as Maha¬ 
rashtra could have done it with a 
little more patience. As I have earli¬ 
er said, the standard has improved. 
We have just taken part in one Asian 
meet. This is not enough to give our 
women hoopsters enough encourage¬ 
ment. We must send our team for 
more Aslan competitions. 

As lold to PBAKASH OHamUARI 


Some men use 
Rilmolive After Shave 
for the way it feels. 


Other men- 
For what it does 



Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool, refreshing, excitingly different! 






co\our 

s\xou\d\\ouuse1 


The brave and the bold 



Red lb waim and coura^eOi.s 
denoies a love for adventure 
and a capacity for endurance 
(And indeed, accountants 
nred lots of endurance when 
ii^d shows up ort Their books ) 



Black is beautiful 

Formal and dignified, black 
IS a tower of strength and 
the accountant's favourite 
colour. When deep arni 
glosay, it can be a very 
beautiful colour 



True blue 

The ideal executive mixes 
sensitivity with fervour, a 
desire for pleasure with 
an ability to perform That's 
true blue Cholpark's 
Permanent Blue 
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Authority and enthusiasm 

When blue and black 
combine, the result is both 
responsible and responsive 
Biu« Black denotes a man 
who IS clearly his own boss 



Grsen is gorgeous 

Emerald Green is deep, rich, 
passionate and unshakeabie 
Denotes an easygoing 
person, slow to anger and 
fond of companionship 



Impetuous and daring 

Nothing is more 
unconventional thar^ a blend 
of blue and green Turquoise 
IS full of quick enthusiasms, 
rapid decisions and has an 
open, honest personality 




Tht rtgal touch 

Truly royal tastes aie always 
reflected m Royal Blue-> 
the choice of unselfish, 
high-m'nded people all over 
the world 



Captain's colour 

Crimson IS for the true 
warrior, Violet for the wise 
leader Chelpark’s new 
Crimson Vjolet marks the 
captain who leads men in 
times of both peace and war 


Discover easy-flow, 
non-clog Chelpark. 

In eight magnificent colours. 



Chelpark with Cleen*X is 
manirfaetured to international standards by 
Chelpark Company Limited 
Bangaiora 560 044 



ouic natsM 

io\\MSQi!ae^Toa.tiQ.\& J 


soil lOD 


































48 


jj- 4 


HH 


ACROSS 


1 Jn cricket, a ball that curves In the 
air from the off-side towards the 
wicket (9) 

5 A brief swim (3) 

7 A bowl played with too little bias 

( 6 ) 

6 Country In which tte 1900 Olym¬ 
pics are to be held (6) 

10 To hit especially with something 
one throws or shoots (4) 

11 X (3) 

12 If you sit on the — lines, you are 
only passively Involved (4) 

15 A horse reserved for participating 
In races run over a prepared 
course with ditches, hedges, etc 
ri3) 

18 A mainly defensive position In 
football (4) 

19 In bowling, any of the wooden 
clubs at which the ball Is rolled 
( 3 ) 

20 Went or drove too fast (4) 

24 Brings sights of gun into line with 
target (0) 

25 An even chance (4-2) 

20 A small barrel (3) 

27 In boxing, to block an opponenTs 
blow (9) 


DOWN 


1 A batsman's or teanfa batting 
period (7) 

2 Rusl, F —. cricketer fdr India (5) 

3 Gavaskar Is the — of many young 
boya and girls (4) 

4 An overwhelming defeat (4) 

5 To end the 1 down of a player 
or team (7) 

6 Horae's shoe ^5) 

9 A sum of money paid over to a 
player because of long and 
meritorious service (7) 

13 — glass a small telescope (3) 

14 An exclamation (3) 

16 The art of engraving (7) 

17 One which you may find on an 

^ hearts or diamonda (3, 4) 

16 A ^er my get a — eye owing 
M heivy blow from his opponent 


21 A body of constables (5) 

22 Prefix meaning "against" (4) 

23 A player In — form Is unlikely 
to be included In the team (4) 

(Solutions next wfiek) 


f Qu—fion box i 


w b :> j ih /i lyi 

Pradeep Shaw, Aaantof. 

Q: Wherp did S M Gavaskar 
make his first Test century 

A: S M Gavaskar scored his first 
Test century of 116 at Bourda George 
town in Guyana in the third Test 
against West Indies played in 1970-71 

Q: How many Test centuries did 
Vinoo Mankad make and what was his 
highest in Tests ? 

A: The late Vinoo Mankad scored 
five centuries in his 44-Test career, 
with 231 In the 5th Test versus New 
Zealand at Madras m 1955 56 as his 
score which Is the highesl-ever score 
by sp Indian in Tests 

Sahin Mlrja, 24-Parganas 

Q . What IS the Tost record of 
Dilip Sardesai '> 

A: Ditip Sardesai played 30 Tests 
for India and in 55 innings he made 
2,001 with 212 against West Indies at 
Kingston in 1970 71 as his highest 
score He was unbeaten on four occa 
sions and hence he averaged 39 23 
runs per innings He registered five 
rcntunes and nine half centuries and 
held four catches 

S. Ghosh, Calcutta-32 

Q ; fs Dr Naroltam Pun a doctor or 
has acquired a doctorate'^ 

A: Radio and TV Cricket com¬ 
mentator Dr Naroltam Pun has ac¬ 

quired the degree of Master of 
Surgety ' In ear nose and throat 

2:afirul Islam, Mias Shakeela Amin. 
Calcutta. 

Q : What are the highest and low 
est Test scores by Pakistan 

A: Pakistan made their highest 

total of 657 for (ight wickets declared 
in the first Test against West Indies at 
Bridgetown m 1957 58 and the lowest 
score of 87 in the 1st Test against 
England at Lord's in 1954 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 47 
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Rajdoap Nsogi, Oalll Rajhara (M.P.)« 

Q: What are the Test bowling 
records of ^-iarold Larwood and Jeff 
Thomson ? 

A : Harold Larwood of England cap¬ 
tured 70 wickets conceding 28 35 rups 
per wicket in 21 Tests and Jeff.« 
Thomson of Australia at the conctu* 
alon of 1978-79 season in Australia 
bagged 145 wickets for 3 700 runs at 
an average of 25 51 in 32 Tests 

M. Q. Praaanna, Bangalore. 

Q : When and whe^’e did first Test 
In fnjlla start ? 

A: India played her first Test on 
her motherland at the Bombay Gym¬ 
khana Grounds in Bombay against 
D R Jadine's team of England on 
December 15, 16 17 and 18, 1933 
England won the Test by nine wickets. 


jQuiz 
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QUESTIONS 


1 Who was the first weightlifter to 
total 1 200 lb (544 kg) 

2 Who was the first Australian 
player to win the women s lawn 
lennis singles title at Wimbledon 

3 Who IS the only volleyball player 
to win four Olympic medals 

4 Who was tno oldest to break a 
world athletics record in ^ stand 
ard Olympic event 7 

5 When and where were the first 
Winter Olympics held ? 

6 Henry Bono sot four world records 
in athletics m less than three 
months What were the events ? 

7 What does S stand fur in Vijay S 
Hazare s name 

0 Which wicket keeper making his 
debut, set a record (since 
equalled and beaten) by holding 
the most number of catches in an 
innmqs 

9 Who was the first bat^^man to 
score d hundred m each innings 
of a Test for India ? 

10 Who took the first eight wickets 
to fall in his maiden Test innlngci? 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


Sr r t|> I 



Hr If • I (1 1 / Itr u(hJ my ( It n mir n 
witli oriH fnt ml dhnijt tit mo I (x 
Dr fi ivt p)-ivj Ihdt our p^rtr r r had evor 
r^dcl^ (i\ I ui thoff w n Ihr lours 
f plci/f f- h Idinrj j( vr n )li I wionej'» in 
n :>ui1 whni It" i ii iLjitur nncii IK 
Arnr y lodti ciydm ( 1 i on‘f t I ut « vnn 
I u Irui p , r( dr u >li d (tl f opp( nt nts 
'.uli I I ihh t Aell) hut 
^ofoo gI the t(uu s *vi TO mot I uhl't 
SrrnotifTP n i rr uhng If t tuntif^n d 
rlffr-fidor d I d Ic. Q VO h . parent r a 
r Jit in todd uf pi iy ng a toinrri yano and 
f d'rxidlly till Uddo d ddlf root < ul 
tour ( r tr i k 

HoAivJ' thj sKry Init ( ikfd wdj one 
•hdt a pljy*r tutd iQ i nst I rOof It Ihr 

A 1 (t 0 f jrid 

AHf 
^64 i 
0 )BC54 
♦ 0) 

O 10 / T 
ncrn 
^ U) 

d|b / K 10 7 n ^ 

♦ h ^ 

A r Q S ? 

A } 

4> ^ ^ 

SMitf) t'u dt il'r and FablAtot 
g JO f thf bidding w* nt 

SOUTH NORTH EAST 

1 M 3 4 

4 V pi pass 

Ag^inJ tour h* dft'* Wt ^t Ud 4 9 

won with the Kmg and i i hed the Ace 
to I I mfy lilt pn^'ition in tfu suit Then he 
stopped to think ( nmrtimos very dan 
tjf r(jus dt tK P'ldyi tdblnl) Was it 

pos t)le th it hi- pditne t old something 
liKt k;;: K 10 x or 0 ^ ? Then a third 

roufid oi (tubs w uid piomotf a second 
tiump 1r ( k tor West no ni itt^^r how 
d^( I lo f pUyrd Havii^g lonvintccl him 
1 If ( f th( s jundru s oi hr logic East 
July l( anott t ( lub South dis aided a 
liiimnl Wt^t lufifd with / and 
jurnniy Ihr^w away a opade It was like 
fti tl jnsloi mut or' sr f nt in Ihe ballet 
A mt m» it aq) Suuti wdo looking at 
lu f rs in trumps padt and diamotids 
Ni w in tho Sfiat e ot one took ttiey had 
■ill di luppi are J' 

(ht-i KiyS'lif fiad bt tn West and I 
I il t» it hi told the story aga nst h» nself 
< V hue that his parinor s play ot a 
Ibi i t lub w r not inspired but hr was 


d'ded and abetted by West’s decision 
to trump tt ts rarely good play to ruff 
one of declarers loserj witti a sure 
tr imp hick and this was n t excpptionj 
^'thouOl the club tc ad f ost oru tuck, 
hit rr was ru nfed tor West to rnake it 
< (I I two All h( ha t to do was discard 
then dcfhrrr could cot havF ome to 
rt ore than nine trirKs on ihe tnnd 
.-cast wet k quiz At love ali SouUi holds 
4 J 87 4 0 TOP i 0 non. 4 K 7 64 ? 

Noith operij r)rir club and Snith raisefe 
to two I lub NdHI) now bids two I tarts 
It I(H)k tr rnpting to plunrjt In tour 
heart but i pc int to bear n mu ci is that 
paitm-r ^ h irt l)id may only be a prolu 
for no tru np and may nc l be ln-ed un a 
g( fMjirH Lilt Certainly South rr usl »ai-.L 
♦ he h(Mrt hut three heart’, c,uik 

suffice nt .ndetd many playti > would 
have i< spondc 0 one he art in the first 
place 

Thr week s quiz At love all South holdi 
4K0 10 5V )T0 9Or<10B44AO 
th» (jpLP one diamond nnd North 

responds one heart ‘^outh rtbids one 
spade and North bids two diamond 
Should South go on and if so how? 


Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ PfMCr Clarke 

It rs beginning to look us if Spassky s 
career ha' taken a real turn fo^ the bettor 
following tha long period ot unstf admeo.s 
brought r by tbo loss of the world title m 
197? Coming into the Candidates Senta 
as d replacement for Fischer wfio did 
rot wi h to compete Spao<-ky has beaten 
Hurt and Portisc h and now ha'* ‘only to 
beat Korchnoi to become ttie official 
challengor once again 
Ki'rchnoi I. a very tough oppemont but 
Spassky knocked him out in an carlir 
serifs (the 1968 Final) and certainly Im 
thr superior match record ho has won 
nine out of 10 ot these contoots beating 
Kor s Gpller Tal Larsen and Korchnoi 
Here IS the game that put Spassky on top 
at Geneva It followed a 7b move draw 
which Porlisch cime close to winning 
and apparently the Hungarian grand 
master was disappointed at missing his 
chances and surprised that his adversary 
could react so -trongly 
Whtlti BorU 8p«tsky; Black Lajos 
Portlach. S cilian Oeforn e (13th Game 
Semi final Candidatea Match 1977) 

1 e4. cS: 2 Ktc3. Ktc< 

3 03, Ot; 4 Bo2, Bo7 

9 da. dO; 6 14 ... 

Thf Closed Vnnation is an old Hv^unti wilh 
Spa k/ White s altat king pro^pci ts nr the K 
sidu must not bn uncUrtst m d 


• ...tti: 7 Bths, AKf 

I Bxf4, Ktfl«7. 9 0-9. ht 

lOBbl.O-O 11a3, BeO 

12 Bo2. KUS; 13 Ktf4. Bd7 

14 Khl. RcS; IS Qd2. Kh7 

If hi. Bc9: 17 04. Qd7 

It Rr2. bO: 19 RbH. Bb7 

20 0«2. RccO 

Bl^ck wait^ patiently tor ts to rtevf lop 

21 Bcf. Ka9{ 22 Q*3. bS 

23 O 93 , b4. 24 K X b. c X b 

2S Ktdl, dS 

KtfStb lol'owpd by Ktd4 
wu orricrabh Thr (nnplicitnjo IhjI now 
If ftivour While 

20 d41. KUtcO; 27 • x d. Kt x d4 

29 c4. b X c; 29 b x c. Ktb3 

30 Bx3. RcB. 31 c4. KtaS? 

Tl dtIdcK. the OBP hut badly fJeccntralisf**, 
‘hr Knight 

32 R«2. RfeO; 33 Rial . . . 

bh( t jf tnre I oth r aycis ovrilooked tho win 
o1 1 piec* K 33 0« 1 

33 . . . BfS. 34 KthSI . . . 

Howfver Irii si ilUrny IjIlv; could ti (/t- 
olroncjor 

34 . Kl X dS. 3$ c X dS. g x hS 

3<gxh + .Bg7. 37 Bb2. fO 

38 B X to. R K a2, 39 R x e2, QfT 

40 RaO. Raaigna 

Compatltlon G345. -> uh n x* a Lk 

Hli^k 



Al-ili 

Blac k l I lay 'Uiil w n 

Solution to G344 (Niaphaua-Uttalky, Obor- 
hausan, 1901) (b3q3/5Bpk/fUnrp 2r1pN2 
Pp2P2Q 8/1P3PPP 2RR2K1 - Black to 
play.) T l ( X I ar uf I *1 iltf r 
O > 17 -^1 R » i > Bl Af k d( sir yi * h poor < ni 
I us 11 by Obj ''/ R» 1 R j4 r ip j g 

hf v/l U Ou( pn Whili ir t d /R 0 x y4 K' x jl 
^3 1 3nd wa oon dit. »led 
Problam No 1007. bolut on m xl v (» k 
G. Popov (Third Pnzo // Pi • Mo r 
(8/1 K4a1 /I B3Q81/8p1 '4k3/7r/3R4/8 - 5 white 
man, 4 black) 

White to play md mate in two n ov^ s 

Solution to No 1000 (Batchelor). (2r5/3R4/ 
2pKQ3/2PS 3kB3/2r5/2bB4/8 - mate In two ) 

1 Bi Kthiratening ? Or4 5. d Of T) (a) 1 
K xdJ J ho7 (h) R. a K A (6 u ) 1 
RxdJ 2 0u4Kd)1 Bxd) ? BoT IheRjok 
and Bish-)p capturi*. at d3 n| ininato both lie 
thie lit n» d m lies 1 Uh( r R in |\i I jr t ( »ch 



SCPil-’’ ADAMS A.J1 ART A L>f Sif.N SVjOlOS 

on the Ball 


FINISHING SWERVING THE BALL 


NOW IMAGINl I NI SHOUTING WITH MY HIGHT FOOT 
If I MIT THl LFFT SIDE O' THE LINE WITH THE OUTSIDE 
UF MV FOOT THE BAIL WIU SWERVE TO 1HE RIGHT 


.. All Ha«Drv«4 KCN SIANILY 


1 

\ 

- 

-1 -1 




IF 1 HIT THE RIGHT SIDE WITH 

THF INSIDE OF MY RIGHT 

FOOT IT WILL SWERVE 

TO THE IFFT LIKE THIS 

SWERVING THE BALL NEEDS 

PRACTICE BUT II MAKES 

POSSieU GOAtS LIKE THIS 

WHEN STRAIGHT SHOTS WOUID 

HAVE BEEN BiOCKFO SO TT S 

WORTH IT OON T YOU THINK* 
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■ihu- 


r»-to- 

«^»rth }wic«u^ to^iy 
with 

it vyatt« s 4 «m<i ]>«>vw«r. ^|>ar»ui 

ftur iiatana*. treble, buna ««vd volume witiN t$ip» 

itifout facility, Spaolal Auto stoM^ ftibh taaVwQb4 finish. 

Prm 

r*wtt pf|c«.«eK«« «xtr» 

1flS^J^fyh0ppf^u9tttm6f$ pfHMV pf^ctrpnJc 

4m ^ttrpupyBptm of s»thfpetfon. 


Kl 1 17 T"IPjPPWI 


wafi^wiw how to makt soaotf tsa$t' 
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SportdivvoM 1 


Make your happy 
moments happier with 
Regent King. An 
exclusive blend of choice 
Virginia tobaccos 
especially selected for 
rich flavour, smoothness 
and subtle taste. 

Brought to you in an 
exclusive pack. 


J happy blend of 
taste & freshne.^s 


■■WjHwf'.'- 












Maximum price 


Rs. 1.75 for 10 

Local taxes extra. 


SAA/FD/17A1 


STATUTOaV WARM I NO CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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> . V. J r, U y 


For lustrous growth of my hair, 

I use Keo-Karpin every day. Gently 
perfumed, norhsticky Keo-Karpin 
is so light... yet so nourishing ! 


if' 


A HAIR OIL OP 
DISTINCTION 

NWtnwCMIlMM 
Mrs MOKM Sf OKI in 

CaiCUTT* It 
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Letters to the Editor 


Experts ? 

D uiung the futh 

cricket Test at Madras 
between India and Pakistan, 
the experts comments offer 
ed by Mr Anand Hao were 
poor in content and dull and 
dLsi^ppointing. 

I also refer to his com* 
inentvS, after lunch, on the 
seamd day. He linished his 
comments in almost filly 
.sci'oiids and instead of HiV- 
in« hi.s views and comment.s 
on the prelunch two-hour 
ses'^ioii, he simply gave the 
score-card etc. Very o-fleii, 
he gave the previous day’s 
stole taitl. which was not at 
all necessary. I rankly, there 
was nothing of imporlance in 
his ‘cxperl’ comments except 
a rctMdilion of the tacts of 
play, which the listeners al¬ 
ready knew. Finally, used 
the word, 'extrcinely' a total 
ol 92 times in five days. 
Th.s repeated usage was ex¬ 
tremely Irritating ! 

A. J. CHANDY. 
Bcmgahjre. 

I HAD HiTHLini) BL 
lieved that an export com 
mcntntor.s job wits to ana 
lyse the game and give his 
own iiiiprc^Mons of the game 
at pariicular nines and 
whenever asked by ro- 
com incut alors. But listen¬ 
ers like me weje forced to 
belu've tor the first time 
Lhdl an expert shouid go on 
reading the score-card when¬ 
ever his turn came ioi 
cominents. Our renowned 
expert at Madras did every- 
thing except the job of an 
expert most ol the lirm s. 1 
icguest the concerned aiitho- 
lUiCi, to be more cjr<*tul in 
(hoosing the expert commen 
talors lor liilure IVsts 

C. KESHAV MURTHY, 
Ban(jaU)TL\ 

MK AMAMD KAO IS MOT 
even u good commentator, 
much less an expert ! He 
haroly touched upon the 
imei aspect ol th<* game like 
the pnen, strategy ot the 
uval capiams, iiie neld place- | 
ments, me weather, ap* 
prouch and appiicalion ol 
the teams to the game, 
bowling changes, scoring 
rates, field standards etc. 
etc. 

R. SATHISH SHENOY, 
Udupi. 

TRUE, UNDIA WON A1 
Madras but tne experi com* 


memaior made it a dull win* > 
bxptMt Anand Kao repeated ' 
the same dialogue all the i 
time i.e. ludia did ex- ^ 
tiernely well’. After saying 
this he repeated the cora- 
mentaiois’ seiiience in either , 
ail active or the passive . 
voice, 

SVBIR MAZVMDAR, 
Ludmow. 

NKVKH Dll) MK ANAND 
Kao seem to have any 
tnougfsis ot his own about a- 
parac’uiar dismissal. On n 
batsman's dismissal all he 
would say was .something 
like "U was a beautitui ball 
and me baUimm just suo 

Cfoded m cctging it to . 

who look a b. dutiful catch'*.' 

VINOD M. NAYAK, 
Udupik ^ 

ASRLU TO GIVE HIS 
views Mr Kao simply sa*d, 
'India IS baiting extremely 
vvell wi-tb .... runs” and 
then giw: the Ijowiing figures 
ol I'ukisian. 

MiUDVLA NAYAK, j 
Calcutiiu 


Li:i ML KECOHD MV 
humbk* protest against the 
couterned authorities. 1 
wonder why they didn’t t'all 
nie as an expei^ coniincnta- 
tui tor the lecvnt Madras 
cricket 'Jest My mc*m()i-y is 
sharp enough to retain and 
then iepc\it the cx)niments 
idrradv passed b\ the (X)m- 
mentators. 1 am very good 
at leading the score-card, 
an<l 1 can clearly pronounce 
phrases like. “Yes, 1 agree 
vvitlii you”, “That’s right”. 
“Now 1 take you back to 
studio". 

After this piece of valu¬ 
able. infoiniation aUvut my 
abijitie.s, I ho|H* flu* appro¬ 
priate aiilhontie.s will roiv 
t.ul nie aikl allow me to 
rmider niv .seivuo as an ex- 
VM^rl fximmentalor. 

UIJIAS NASERT, 
Naqpur, 


nil- LXVFRT WAS a.<;kkd 

by tli(‘ commentator as to 
why igbal Oasnn wa.s 
brought fiom the Wallajah S 
Road end mste.id of the i 
pavilion <Mtd. fhe answer \ 
given bv the expert was \ 
“Asif bibal. the captain of 
Pakb-tan team, has brought 
Qasim tioni VVallajah Road 
end bocanse. ho won’t l>e 
u.se from the pavilion end." 
Touche! 

PH. M. RREMNATH . 








STiCKb AND TRICKS 

Prague ■ Czech defectors have revealed the dsrty tricks 
pidyeii against Canad iifc hockey team in the World 
ChampiorKhip It that Czech spies called m the 

best looking hookers among iheir agents and put them to 
work in ilu Prague hotel vvhrjo the Canadian players were 
staying ihb c ‘i ruKtr , did such a good job on the 
Canadiari tc3m ii at itic following day in the finals, the 
Czectis ei,iiy detealcd them 

HE FLEGHLD IIIS CHEQUE 

Lancashire, bfi^pkcepor Malcolm West protested 
against ttie untai trading laws and was fined L-1b0 by the 
courl Ho wrote a ( hequo for the amount across the muscles 
Of his 43 inr h body builder s chest However his cheque 
paid in the flesh was refused, and the judge, who was no 
Shylock demanded cold cash 

*- PUTTING IT BRIEF^LY 

Florida . Bjg time soccer got its first woman trainer 
30 ycar-old Lucy Moon She has landed a job with the Fort 
Lauderdale Strikers whrjse players have, as a result been 
ordered to wear shorts m the Ueatmept room The prob- 
lem IS modesty It doosn t bother me so long as it doesn t 
bother them said Lucy, and ! guess it doesn t’ 

BOOKIES DONT HALE HIM 

Bristol . Bookmakers have refused to accept any more 
bets from punter John Hale because he picks too many 
winneis Over a period of weeks, he hardly ever lost and 
onded up winning about L2 000 Now he s allowed to bet 
only If he losos i 
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can't bav m p/pn't wapn 

THEW APOUT EASr-MOViNe COLD FRONTS, 

6 



'' THIS SHOULD &B (500P„ 7H£N 
GOT P/VORCBP LAST 



^yBAH...IFHB HAP A SBNSB OF 

direction hb'p bb world clasb" 







like it or Imp it 


D r. m. a mramaswamy—the 

honorary doctorate conferred on 
him by the Annamalai University is 
to be respected m its usage—is not 
given to snap judgements in the 
board room or the betting and sales 
rings of the major raung centres in 
the country But the deasion of the 
big spender on horseflesh to resign 
the piesidentship of the Indian 
Hockey Federation came like a bolt 
from the blue It even took the 
members of the THF Executive, faced 
by the no means inconsiderable prob 
lem of the choice of a worthy surces 
sor, by surprise Why did the IHI 
president quit in such a dramatic 
manner ’ 

India fared no bettei and no woisc 
than could have b«.*en reasonably ex 
pected In the Champions Cup 
Karachi It was not a great team by 
anv stretch of imagination Di 
Bimaswiiny complained about pn 
ssiires from outside m the choice ol 
nearvetcians like Ajitpal and 
Phillips But why has the IHI allow 
ed busybodies to erode its autonomy 

It IS common knowledge' that for 
mer Union Ministei Sikandor Bakhl 
added to Ihe chaos and c infusion 
that sut rounded India’s pnpaiatio 
foi the defence of Uit World Cup 
at Bciinos Aires The team was 
doomed to disappointing perform 
anres ev-^n before it left our shoies 
And like Zaheei Abbas a total fail 
urc on the Pakistan ciickel tour of 
India pcMialty corner specialist Bal 
cUv Singh may have complained that 
somebody cast a spell on his stick 
and that was why he made such a— 
hash of things 

The IHF did not learn its lessons 
It allowed Shastn Bhavan (in Delhi, 
which houses the Education Ministry) 
to interfere with its affairs AICS 
observers were appointed to watch 
the Madurai Nationals in 197B The 
collective knowledge of the finer 
points of the game of these obscr 
vers, 1 am pretty sure, could be 
easily engraved on the head of a pin 
by d retarded child who is all thumbs 
But the nonsense continues and the 
grapevine has it that the Congress (I) 
leader Mr Buta Singh may be the 
next president of the HIP. 

The reconstituted IHF, which was 
not immediately recognised by the 
international body, got off to an aus- 
piuous start India won the World 
Cup for the first time at Kuala Lum 
pur lu 1975 Or. Ramaswamy brought 
a lot of enthusiasm and some mea 
sure ot dynamism to the administrg- 
tion of the sport. But he made th^ 
mistake of keeping representatives 
oi the major hockey playing affiliated 
associations bke Punjab, Bombay, 
West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh out 
of the executive on the return of the 
rebels to the fold. 


The late Abel David was not a 
strong secretary The IGA hood 
winked him into cucepting Curbux 
Singh as the coacii for Montreal 
But he was a lot moie efficient than 
his successor, Dayanand What Di 
Ramaswamy, who has bi ought the 
honour of staging the World Cup to 
India and has enjoyed the bistoiic 
achievement of the IndoPak hockey 
internationals, needed was a strong 
secretariat The inefliaency ol the 
secretariat has led to ins frustiatjuns 
Sad disgust 

The adimnistiative problems have 
been magnified out of all piopoition 
bv the shocking inditfeiencc of paid 
assistant accretary Dayakissan To 
his horror and dismay, the IHF piv 
sident discovered that cheques valu 
ed at Rs 35,000 weic not deposited 
m the bank Furthci, .i coimnunica 
tion received from the Education 
Ministry about the fifth Woild Cup 
seven months ago. had not been tor 
warded to him It icmains unans 
wored Dayakissan has been m office 
for two decades He is a pietty sick 
mau and it would be in the best m 
terests of the IHF if he were* retired 

Dr Ramaswamy pouicd a lot ot 
his own money into hockey He pro 
moted the Rene Fiank competition 
to intenidtioual status Rut he made 
the mistake of encouraging the 
wrong voluntary workers Howevei 
he had the good sense to lecognisi 
the abilities of Bombay’s K L Passi 
and entrust him with the organisa 
tion of the filth World Cup 

Bombay is one of the best admmis 
tered units in the country thanks to 
the total dedication to the game of 
Its honorary seuetary Passi has put 
more mlo the game than he can 
ever take out of it He would be the 
ideal choice as the next scuretary ot 
the IHF. He tells iik: that the BiiA is 
llkeE to rop** m Naval lata’s son 
Rattan, as its president now that 
Luis Cordello has died prematurely 

IHE FIFTH HOCKEY WORLD 
Cup (to be hv.ld in Bombay in 198J) 
Will be played on natuial grass I hen 
Is It necessary for India to spend 
lakhs and lakhs of rupees on an arti 
fiaal surface for hockey There are 
a lot of misconceptions about the 
surface which consists of synthetic 
fibre filaments woven into a synthetic 
fibre base that is backed by a halt 
inch thick layer ol spongy shock 
absorbent mateiial This has to be 
laid on d coflc'crte base But the 
surface does not call foi any change 
in technique or tactics It is easy foi 
players to adapt themselves to It 

The immediate advantages of syn 
thetic turf are considerable It pro¬ 
vides an allweathci surface that is 
uniform throughout—no depressions 


or bumps, or baie patches in front 
of goal In ram there is no mud, 
hence no puddly quagmires Mainten¬ 
ance IS minimal no seeding, weeding, 
fertilising mowing or worrying about 
insect pests and grass diseases For 
cleaning a combination of occa¬ 
sional vacuuming and watering is 
enough For a more vigorous wash, 
there are motor driven machines 
with rotary brushes The fields can 
be shampooed with dctcigent, follow 
cd by a thorough rinsing to lemovc 
slippenness 

New Delhi is a hot ind dusty city 
m the summer The elements can 
shot ten the life of the artificial sui 
face which is not indestructible and 
normally guaranteed for some five to 
ten years The surfan^* encourages 
precision play and bungs out the best 
m a playci But it is eironeous to 
believe that constant piactice is re 
quiied on it for a player or team to 
shine 

The incidence of grass burns has 
been gi idually minimised as the 
quality of the product has irnpioved 
But the surface is still hard on ten 
dons and calf muscles But all the 
player has to do is to throw a couple 
of chemical salt bricks into a hot 
bath and diain the stress and strain 
the aches and pains out of his 
muscles Fitness discipline dedica 
tion and a manager who can whip up 
the light kind of enthusiasm in the 
players are what Indian liorkev needs 
to tiy and get hack into the big time 
let’s not squander a toilune on an 
artificial surface at one centre lor a 
vast country like India Better uses 
can be found for the money I am 
sure 

ONE MORE OBSFRVATION AND 1 
am done with hockey in this piece 
“Tilt IP IS a irfiong lobby in favour of 
the Moscow bound Indian team prac 
tising on Karachi’s artificial surface 
This IS a dangerous line of thinking 
It would be most unwise to expose 
the Indian hopefuls to the critical 
n in of the Olymnic favourites to 
legam the gold medal” This will 
only encourage tho devtlopinent of 
an mfcnoiitv complex That is some 
thing that should be avoided at all 
costs Why can’t the busybodies keep 
out of hockey ? 

Our women will get a chance to 
show their mettle against a strong 
Russian team over the next few 
weeks The Russian women, Kartar 
Singh who has coached them tells 
itic play betlei huckey than thcMi 
men who shocked India into defeat 
betore the Champions Cup. They 
will play SIX full scale international 
matches at Jaipur, Pune, Kolapur, 
Bombay, Lucknow and Delhi Ihc 
matches should be a lewarding ex 
penence for women hockey fans. 
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JOHN BENAUD reports on the third Australia 
vs England Test and comments on why England 
lost the series 0-3 


Photographs by AP 

I J'OR IHt UlCOHI) AUSniALIA 
won thi5> Itsi bv < «ght wKkitb 
and thus the scmics 5-0 A (onvinting 
enough piifoiiiiantc to give he to 
those who chose to wnle the tiaiii 
olT b cause ol its haidship against 


the inagnihccni West Indies Ihc 
great Dennis InlU( took 11 wickets 
m this lest to sweep past 200 wjc 
kets in rests It was not a pitch to 
suit ctthei u buldy production that 
in the end was dc ad slow and keep 


Ing low at times Utloe, as he has 
done so cleverly all simimor, dropped 
hii) paces cunscMved hU energy and 
relied on cut both ways and swlnn 
when the hull was glossy 

Watching him destroy Tnglund in 
both innings—six In the Hrst and live 
in the &cGond—1 c'ouldn't help 
but smile at the memory oi 
the Lnglish critics reaction to 
I like thi6 summer Ot course 
they hute Lillee He is not 
then gentlemanly type^ too aggteii- 
sive and that aluminium bat incident 
in J'ciili encouraged thc»m to acivo a 
double helping of viliiol Robin Mar 
lur liom IHe iimes, made much of 
Lillee s bald spot Lillee was named 
'Man ot the Match” at the end of 
this Mclbourno encounter and "Mon 
of the Scries” though 

Marsh, when he caught Botham off 
I illee in the first innings became thu 
games second most succcwtul ‘kee 
per U was his 219th Tost victirn, 
c*(juallmg Godfrey Evans But Marsh 
has hLs tally in only 58 Tests Ivans 
look 91 Ihe leader is Alan Knott 
with 232 from 89 Icsts 

Bruce land, the openei again 
showed louiage Suidv ho is dp*stincd 
to rank one day next to Simpson. 
Lawiy and the other great Ausiidlian 
opener And then thcie vvus Oreg 
Chappell III here with a sc verc 


Mike Brearletf (onctralulales Lreg ( happrll unth a pat on the nhoutder a& Greg and Jan ChappeU return to the 
pavtlton aflei Australia won the lest ___ 



tbroat infe(:tion and stomach cramps 
and a strained kaec‘, he tore into the 
England attack, lie gave lie <u the 
suggestion that Derek Undi^rwoud 
had the *wood* on him by hitting the 
stocl^ spinne-r out of the altrick just 
when it seemed he might destroy the 
Australians* hopes of building a big 
first innings lead. 

In earlier innings this series Cha¬ 
ppell has tended to lean into Under¬ 
wood. Tnere was a stumping and cat- 
ones. Here he waited, peraaps more 
patient because ot the illness. There 
were some starchng pull shots, and 
cuts, some ot them so late he almost 
seemed to sting the gloves of 'lay- 
lor. Yet until he arrived on the scene 
Australia seemed to be struggling ro 
eclipse what was a piiilully moderate 
England hrst innings. England made 
changes here, bringing back Gooch 
and leaving out Diliey, injured, for 
the lett-armer Lever. Randall was 
gone too, his failures so great the 
selectors were prepai*ed to risk the 
rookie Larkins. 

G ooch and boycoit began 

with a hair and intensity that 
stunned the Auslrahans. Admittedly 
Lillee had to go ott before the hr.st 
hour was up. And yc-t another illness 
saga erupted around the great LiUce. 
This time it was not the back that 
has so craait>ed his appearances, but 
sinusitis and a severe throat infec¬ 
tion. Two doctors brought down hi-i 
tempeiature and drained the sinuses 
and Lillee was back jnst alter lundi. 
And Boycoit and Gooch wore still in. 
i:!dch had been a shade lucky. 

The early departure ol Lillee and 
I he barren pitch induced Chappell to 
call in Mailett hoping tor some spin. 
Boycoit got one that jumped but Ian 
Chappell just tailed to get down the 
sharp chanie at Ur£^t slip, Gooch tried 
the more aggressive approach and his 
lotted shot tell just short of the slow 
moving Dyinock at long on. Dymock 
Ls nut the best held In this Australian 
team. By lunch they’d movcNl the total 
to y4 without loss. 

After the break they gut to lib 
before Boycott codldn’t gel over a 
glide from Dyniock’s slanter. It bare¬ 
ly carried to Mailett in the gully. I 
must say it was a surprisingly good 
effort from the veteran off-spionei. 
When Thomson and Lillee were in 
their heyday against England back in 
1976, he pulled off some extraordinary 
catches m the gully but of late iio 
has been given spots where the ball 
comes not quite as sharply. Here he 
fell down to his right and hauled up 
the ball in one hand. 

Larkins stayed with Gooch for 79 
minutes and they got along to 170 
before the youngster lapsed in coiv 
centration and just fended at an ordl 
nary fizzer from Pascoe. Greg Cha¬ 
ppell took it so easily at slip. 

Ttion England tumbled like a bunch 
of pgrk cricketers hatting on their 
first wet wicket. Gower a duck—$o 
much talent wasted here, simply by 



Tan Hotham iiweeps' to complete his century 


Australia's tour 
of Pakistan 

February 22-24; First dass 
match at Rawalpindi 

February 28-March 4: First 
Test at Karachi 

March 7-12 : Second Test at 
Faisalabad 

March 15-17 : First dass match 
at Multan 

March 20-25: 'Hiird Test at 
Lahore 


a iemp<u'amcnt not adjusted to the 
lung hours of fight needed at Test 
level. Willey faikKi again—Fm not 
quite sure why he held down a spot 
in front of Emburey who I regard as 
a much botler bowler and a talented 
batsman. Willey padded up to Pascoe 
—^just as he did to Dymock in Perth 
—and as the ball would have hit the 
middle stump about half way up, 
was adjudged leg before for the se¬ 
cond time in the series, without play¬ 
ing a shot. Remarkable, both wickets 
fell at 177. 

Two runs before, off the last ball 
before tea, Gooch had gone to one d 
cricket's most tragic moments. 'Fhe 
big, burly, opener had reached. 99— 
just one short of his maiden century 
in 19 Tests. Pascoe in. short. Gooch 



Lillee raises his arms m jubUatum as he bowls out Lever to take his 
200th Test wicliet at Meiboume 


back. The defence, but it hit the mid- 
die and went back straight down the 
pitch beating Pascoe in bis follow 
through. Gooch had not thought of 
running. But os be said later he chan- 
ed his mind when be realised the 
all had hit the sweet spot and fairly 
scooted back. He set oflr] without rea¬ 
lising Hughes was darting from mid- 
off. llugbes swooped the ball with 
one hand. Meantime Gooch was com¬ 
ing. Dig lumbering strides. Hughes 
had the ball in hand swept back for 
the throw. He was five metres from 
the. slumps and could see all three. 
But he was on the nin. He had to 
adjust his aim to allow for bis mo¬ 
mentum. Gooch was close. Not close 


enough. Hughes threw down the mid¬ 
dle stump, Gooch, run out 99, didn’t 
look at the umpire. He just took off 
his helmet, slowly placed his gloves 
in it and slumped off. There was a 
touch of the undertaker about him. 
And even the partisan Melbourne 
crowd mourned for him. 

Botham followed Gower and Willey 
pretty Quickly—six down for 192, and 
five had gone for 22 in only 54 minu¬ 
tes. Brearley and Taylor hung on for 
the 78 minutes to .stump. Very pro¬ 
bably because the antibiotics Lillee 
had been fed began to catch him im. 
He had toiled 20 overs. 2 for 36. To 
get rid of Botham he teamed with 


Marsh—the record equaller, and what 
a catch it was. Botham glanced and 
there was Marsh diving full length to 
1^ to take it in both gloves. Six foi^ 
231 at stumps. 

That they got to 306 the next day 
was due only to the courage of Brea¬ 
rley. The England captain has not 
been popular here. His insistence on 
rule changes, his defensive leg side 
held have annoyed spectators. Sadly 
here they chose to boo him as much, 
as usual. A pity because his was a 
wonderful captain’s innings, one that 
saved his side. He was still not out 
GO when the last man Willis was 
snapped up for the second time in 
the series by Greg Chappell at slip. 
He hit only two fours and while he 
stayed 235 minutes he saw Taylor, 
Underwood and Lever, the best of his 
partners, go. Lever hung in for 91 
minutes. 

Lillee was the star. He has now 
taken live wickets in a Test innings 
14 times. Clarrie Grimmett (21) Gra- 
heme McKenzie (16) and Richie Be- 
naud (16) have done belter. And he 
edged closer to them in the second 
innings when once again he was the 
destroyer. 

A ustralia begun with As¬ 
surance. By stumps they were 
ISS and only McCosker was out Next 
day Laird and Ian Chappell, looking 
Like a couple of twins in batting style 
as they shuffled across, or danced 
and played the ball through the on, 
went along to 179. Then Laird played 
a careless, uncharacteristic shot. Un¬ 
derwood, m fact, bowled an uncharac¬ 
teristic ball—a rank full toss, Down 
came Laird, tried to keep it down 
instead of slogging into the deep and 
succeeded only in spooning it to Go¬ 
wer at mid-wicket. 

Chappell was gone at 196, tor one 
more than Laird, 75. Underwood got 
him with more of the typical flighted 
example he set himself over the 
years. Brearley surprised a little bit 
taking the new ball before lunch, but 
on reflection it was probably a smart 
move. Anyway it worked. 

Kim Hughes and Alan Border had 
both come in ahead of Greg Chappell 
who was ill, Hughes is eithhr a deter¬ 
mined run getter or a reckless slash¬ 
er. Border has a considerable weak 
Bpot around the off. So Brearley plun¬ 
ged in with Botham and Lever. Bo- 
taain did the trick as he so often 
docs. A simple halt volley swinging 
away in the second last over before 
the lunch break and Hughes, slashing 
with a sort of flat batted whack, hit 
it straight to Underwood, at mid-off. 

And so came Chappell, to defy 
them to the break and afterwards to 
kill. He and Border came out after 
lunch and hit Underwood every¬ 
where. They destroyed his line. One 
commentator was heard to utter that 
Underwood’s two seasons in World 
Series bad caused him to lose bis 
accuracy. There have been some In- 
tne comments at the jSkpciiluMi, of 



Packer cricket in two seasons but 
that surely Is the daddy of them all. 

They were together 166 minutes. 
Border pulled Underwood over the 
top, ran down the pitch and hit him 
for six. He hooked Lever. Chappell 
pulled Underwood, cut him, drove on 
the up and slapped him over mid-on. 
With an hour to go Chappell called 
tor the liver salts to calm his queasy 
stomach. An hour later he was 99 
not out. That was stumps and his 
partner Rod Marsh had tried every 
shot in the book to give him the 
strike in the last over against Lever. 
But Lever is clever. He angled the 
ball just outside off to middle. Brea^ 
rley had a light off side. Marsh, acl- 
mg on the calm order of Chappell’s, 
raised batting gloves, tried nothing 
foolish. Australia ended the day at 5 
t<ir 399. 

T he fourth day^ task was 

to build a .strong e^inugh lead to 
ensure Australia did not bat last. 
Yet Chappell was right out uf touch. 
He very nearly got out getting his 
hundred and then was dropped by 
Botham, of all people, diving at co¬ 
ver. It was no surprise when he 
♦ p(X)ned l^ver to Larkins. He and 
Mai’.sh st^erned after quick runs. Bo¬ 
tham with the third new ball finished 
off the innings with the Australians 
171 on but 1 felt the bowling honours 
really bidongcd to the left-armer Le¬ 
ver. He managed 53 overs the same 
as Underwood, and finished with 4 
for 111. Underwood had 3 for 13L 
But at stumps. England were a 
beaten team, crushed again by Lillee 
Boycott out for seven, total 25, pad¬ 
ding up to an ofi-ruttor that knocked 
back the off-stump. I^rkins went back 
to a Pascoe short pitcher that skidded 
when he was three and the score 46. 
For some reason known only to him¬ 
self Gower tried to pull Lillee on 
this pitch that was keeping low. He 
was 11, the total only 64. Gower may 
be very lucky to hang on to his Test 
spot was the comment. Ed say that’s 
rubbish. l.*et us not forget t^hat mar¬ 
vellous 90-pIus he hit in the Sydney 
Test, 

Willey went for two at 88, glandng 
Lillee into Marsh’s golves as he ran 
away to leg slip. It was 6 for 92 
when Brearley, totally deceived by 
the bounoe of the pitch, played too 
early at Pasc'oe and popped the ball 
to Border at silly mid-off. Taylor and 
Botham survived to stunms, Botham 
in ominously good touch, Taylor lucky 
to be there. Sut at aix for 157 there 
was surely no way they could save 
the game. 

Yet when Taylor went quickly on 
the last morning Lever again showed 
wonderful fighting spirit to stick with 
Botham. Botham made the English¬ 
man’s only hundred of the series, 
although once he was lucky to sur¬ 
vive Lillee went to a great deal of 
trouble to move Dymoac well back¬ 
ward of square out In from the fence. 
Ho let go the predictable bumper. 
Botham got it in the meat straight to 
Dymqck who put it down both nands. 



LiUee is being congratulated by Ian Chappell after achieving the 


It took Lillee, refreshed after 
lunch to complete the mop up. Lever 
was out to an extraordinary catch 
by Marsh. The ball reared a bit, ca< 
reared off the hat shoulder, but down. 
Marsh came diving low, right in 
front of Greg Chappell to whom it 
would not have carried, to take tho 
catch, the hall making a real wnack- 
ing noise as it thudd^ into his right 
glove. Willis was astounded that Greg 
uhappell could attempt to catch his 
edge one handed, let alone succeed. 
He waited in disbelief until Chappell 
told him in plain Australian — to 
leave. 

Australia knocked up the 102 tar¬ 


get with some difficulty. McCosker 
and Laiid were painful, then in came 
the Chappells. Greg was quite superb. 
His winning cover hit was off Lever. 
I thought it a good bail. Just short of 
a length and pitching off, darting 
quickly to the sb'ps. Cli»appcll swept 
his front leg down, bat coining 
through in a sort of fiat bat fashion, 
then simply clubbed it past three 
fieldsmen in the covers staggered at 
various angles supposedly to cut off 
all angles. Greg Chappell the win¬ 
ning run... Dennis Lillee the "Man 
of the Match.” There couM really 
have been no more fitting finale to 
wbat was s paralysing win. for Aus- 


AVERAGES 

Richards, 
Gooch, Greg 
Chappell top 
batting 
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Marshall look a catch as a subnUtiite Adder. 
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AUSTRALIA (BATTING) 



Richards with the WorreU irapny. He loosi the most 
successful batsman m the recerUhyMxmclwJled series 
against AiistraUa 
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O. Chappell 

Dymiv'k 

Lillee 

Thomson 

Pasco e 
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Hogg 

Bright 

Maltetl 

Also bowled 

Weiner 46 - 29 ; 


, - Border 90-52; Hookes 30-15; 

Hughes 6-ii; Toohey 2-4. 
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Al OK OASGUPTA 




Resurrec¬ 
tion of 
Geoff 
Boycott 

RANJITKUMARGHOSE 

O NCL MAIIHCW ARNOLD DLS 
iribed a gi^al Romanlic port 
thus "Ijkr u bcttulltul nieffec'lual 
angel beating his luminous wings in 
the void in vain»” Many people will 
be tiMiiptid to say the same about 
Grolf Iloy<ott whoso batting qualities 
always tend to be oveishadowed bv 
the cuntroveisies in which he is In- 
(vitably enmeshed It is indeed one 
ot the tragedies of cricket that 
wheu vet he goes and whatever he 
dot^, cont’oveisy chases him like a 
shadow No mailer whcthci he is 
pliiyrng ioi Yoikshiie oi tngland or 
WavtrUy the Sydney giude side he 
will be the cenlri pief^e ot some r’on 
liovcisy Agnn it makes hnidly any 
difteienrc whether he semes b 
(against India 1974) or 2'fG (agalnsl 
India 1967) I ho selectwould 
cliop him when chose to, and 

recall him whenevtr necessary 



And i»o the surmise of cricket 
loveis not only of England but jIso 
of the world at large was pioved 
right when hnally the selectors had 
to lequisiUon the services of this 
sloimy pc'trel ot English cricket He 
was selected for the six Test Ashes 
snie.s, the series against India, and 
the lecentlv^concluded throe-Tesi 
one against Australia 

The public image of Geoff Boycott 
created by the English media was 
that of the ‘petulant, rude, moody, 
introverted recluse who won't play 
cricket for his country or tell any¬ 
one why'. This was especially after 
his self-imposed exile from Test 
cricket Which factor probably Irri¬ 
tated a person like Jim Swanton 
Swanton in his Follow On refuses to 
include Boycott in the distinguished 
post-war company ot May, Barring¬ 
ton, Dexter, Graveney, Edrich and 
Cowdrey 

Ihis attitude seems to be typical 
oi almost all who have happenca to 
write on Boycott The trouMe seems 
to be that everyone has failed to 
draw the line between Boycott the 
cilcketcr and Boycott the man The 
result is that an assessment of him 
on the first count has Ixen coloured 
to a great extent by that on thp sc 
cond 

Who IS responsible for it'> The 
Press? Or the proud Yorkshircman 
himself? Tne latter firmly believes 
that most cricket writers have set 
ideas about Boycott the man “When 
they come to interview me, they've 






already got pre^conceived ideas about 
me irom the journalists. And really 
they don’t want my answers to their 
questions, already got the 

answers in their mind. They’ve vir¬ 
tually written their story bet ore they 
come, and the sooner thy can get 
away and write what they want to 
write about, the quicker they do.*’ 
He will tell you sarcastically how 
people in Australia “were absolutely 
amazed that I can communicate, that 
rm presentable and haven’t got four 
heads and six legs.” 

U the Press has made him what 
he is not, Boycott too in his turn 
cherishes some pre conceived notions 
about the Press. He can hardly con¬ 
ceal his contempt of the Press: *T 
am somewhat wary of some news¬ 
papermen, because 1 won’t tell them 
everything about my reasons for not 
^playing for England. First of all. 
they’re interested and then they be¬ 
come resentful because you won’t 
give them what they want. They be¬ 
come like spoilt children at times.” 

Really, somehow the Press has 
always treated Boycott unfairly. Tony 
Greig who has all sympathy and 
admiration for Boycott, cites an in 
stance. “...In the final Test at Port 
Of Spain ip Trinidad where England 
squ<ire<1 the .series one-all, I got all 
the credit by taking thirteen wickets 
in the game, but without Boyc'ott’s 
99 and 112 we would never have 
been in a position to force a win. 
But Boycott was hardly mentioned 
in the despatches. This was the tour 
when Boycott openly criticised cap¬ 
tain Mike Denness and this received 
wide publicity, tor the Press has 
been only too ready to swoop on 
Boycott.” 

But is not Boycott himself respon- 
sibk; for this development? Why 
does he refuse to conic out of his 
shell and allow conti oversies to set¬ 
tle? “1 honestly believe”, says Greig 
“that it Boycott had played his cards 
right over the last couple of 
(1974 & 1975) he would now be cap 
tain of England.” And what does 
Boycott say? “I just suffer what they 
have to say, but in time. I’ll give my 
own answers—I’ll write it in my 
own words when I want to.” 

There are two possible reasons 
behind the dogmatic stance of Boy¬ 
cott. The first is his implicit faith in 
his public’. ‘‘Fortundlely the majo¬ 
rity ot the ordinary public takes me 
on my face value on my pciforman- 
ces tor England and Yoikshire. Al¬ 
though they’re interested in the other 
slutt, they read about it, it’s not the 
prime concern of their life”. He will 
remind you of Ian Chappell who, 
he say.s, has been a popular Austra 
lian captain in spite of all his argu¬ 
ments with the olhcialdom and every¬ 
thing. 

The second reason is perhaps his 
belief in himself—in his honesty, in¬ 
tegrity and Muceiity. “Even my 
worst enemy can’t level that against 
me.” Perhaps the piertuig sea-blue 
eyes beneath contact lenses sudden¬ 


ly become bright every time he re¬ 
calls how he declined a lucrative 
offer to do a cigarette ad because he 
does not smoke. 

Really it is these qualities which 
have seen him through. What is 
honesty and sincerity in his personal 
life has turned into dedication for 
and complete involvement with the 
game. Ask John Arlott or Greig or 
any (Ticket wiitor for that matter, 
who is th(‘ most d^sdicated batsman 
—tfw' answer Will be the same in all 
cases. “The greatest cxmipliment 1 
could pav Geoff Boycott is that if it 
was possible to mould the natural 
biiiliance of Rk hards and the utter 
dedication and cxmcxntration of Boy¬ 
cott, there you would have the per¬ 
fect batsman”, says one. 

Never was there, a aR>re run-hungry 
batsman bke Boycott. Greig says; “1 
have never seen any other Test 
batsman make 130, go back to the 
dressing loom for a glass of squash, 
nrop his brow and then ask ‘is there 
djnyone who would like to have a 
bowl.” Just the thought of it makes 
me tired, but that’s Geoff Boycott 
all over. During the day there might 
have been some shuts he’d played he 
wasn’t happy about and it took him 
three hours before he reckoned he’d 
ironed out the laulLs so they wouldn’t 
happen again.” In Boycott’s own 
words; “Every time I used to get 
out I would just .sit there for ages, 
thinking why I got out, how 1 got 
out And rd be ready to go oflf to 
the nets. Who’s going tp bowl at 
mi*. I’d ask.” 

Gieig lecalls how on another 
occasion Boycott, 200 n.o. overnight. 
arri\ed eaily at the ground for a 
two-hour session at the nets. When 
he was out quickly that only added 
to Iho detorininatiun. Result? “Back 
to the nets lor another two-hour 
stmt”! 

“Eveiybody used to say that J just 
purely loved baiting. Well, I did. 1 
bloody did. I knew nothing else. I 

was just a player.I believe in 

Gary Player’s tlu'ory on golf that 
what you put in you get out. You 
hd\e to work at it, and believe me, 
1 worked at it.” 

So Boycott “eats, sleeps and drinks 
I iicket and is veiy conscious ot his 
aveiages.” But is he the “selfish’' 
player he has been made out by the 
Press? “You have come here to play 
foi Boycott, not for Waverley”, a 
New Souih Wales slate selector once 
told Boycott pomtblank. The great 
Keith Miller was also very optical 
ot him. “When Boycott succeeds he 
is at the batting crease for so long 
that there is scarcely enough time 
for the Waverley bowlers to get the 
opposition out. Boycott failed in 
both innings against Gordon, yet 
Waverley had one ot their rare wins”. 
Many say this “selfishness” is really 
only the outward appearance of 
dedication to run-getting. Robin Mar- 
lar puts it nicely: “H4S passion for 
long occupanaes of the crease has 


its negative side in an unawareness 
of the needs others have for prac¬ 
tice and in the depression of lesser 
mortals when the master seems so' 
oblivious of the need to keep the 
score moving for the sake of the 
team’s total.” 

Boycott’s defensive technique is 
almost flawless. On good wickets 
“there is just no way you can get 
him out,” Greig says. “Indeed wheu 
he is in form he comes so close to 
ruLng out error that it often seems 
that he need never be out/’ writes 
John Ailott. “He judges swing well, 
plays spin with genuine understand¬ 
ing and, despite the battering he 
has had, scores steadily against 
pace.” 

“Yes, 1 enjoy the captain^. Very, 
very much”. Boycott told Eric Bee¬ 
cher four years back about the York¬ 
shire captaincy which he lost later 
And he truly wants to be England 
captain. Not in the manner he got it 
early in 1978 in Pakistan when ski¬ 
pper Brearley broke his arm in a 
one-day match and had to return to 
England. But a full-fledged captain¬ 
cy, for a whole series—announced 
at the beginning. 

Let the Yorkshireman with unfail¬ 
ing hunger for batting, runs and 
success speak for himself and what 
he has achieved, .statistically: 

“My first century for Yorkshire 
was especially sweet berau.se it was 
scored in a Roses match when we 
were .struggling a bit. ITie 1965 Gilli* 
tte Cup final when 1 scored 146 and 
helped Brian Close put on 192 
against Surrey will always rank high 
in my memory; then there was that 
wonderful tour of Australia in 1970 
71 when vye brought back the Ashe^ 

I have mixed memories about that 
because^ T was injured, but it was a 
great tour. 

“My first match for England, being 
asked to captain Yorkshire, avera¬ 
ging 100 in a first-cla.ss season and 
scoiing century against every other 
t'ountv and Test country—these are 
some of the other achievements 
which have given me pleasure over 
the years, I hope there will be a lot 
more.” 

Boyroit had written the above in 
1976 And that was no wishful thin¬ 
king Only the last season he topped 
the English first-class averages with 
102.53 and that, incidentally, was 
the s(*cond time he had an 100 + 
average in a season (the first was 
100 12 in 1971)—a feat which no 
othei English batsman has been 
able to achieve even once. Again, he 
became the ninth Test cricketer to 
score 6,000-plus runs in Test cricket 
when he reached 62 during his in¬ 
nings of 155 against India in the first 
Test at Birmingham last year. That 
was just a milestone in his long 
journey, not to mentipn his 100 
centuries in firstclass cricket. Born 
on October 21, 1940, he is still going 
strong. 
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SUDHIR VAIDYA 

K APTI DFV THF “MAN OF THF SERIES , GOT 100 
wickets mid scored 1000 runs siinultaneousb at 
Calcutta to become the youngest evei allround playi i to 
achieve the lest ‘double’ His 1023 luns and JOO wuktls 
tame III 25 lists, played sutC^ssuLly iii iusl 
Hud'll lb months At hievnig the lecoid at the age ot 21 
yens h< ]oincd Viiioo Mankad who had done it in 23 
lests igiinst Pikistari m Bomb^y in 10>2 53 

KAPll 1)1 V Also JOINED BISHAN blNGHBtUI 
(2bb wiikets) r haiidrasekhar (242 wickets) Prasanna 
(189 wicktts) Vinoo Mankad (162 wickets) Subhash 
Oiiptc (149 wickets) and Venkaliaghivan (145 wickets) 
who h INI taptuied ovtr 100 wickets lor India 

KAPll 1)1 V BtAClltD rilL HEIGHT OfGlORV 
win n he bagged a maxunum of 74 wickets in 17 Tests 
played in the calcndai ycai 1079 bicakiiig (jiaham 
McKtn/ic b (Austi dial ucord of 71 wickets in 14 lists 
m ]%4 K jpiJ Dev also scored 619 luns ki the same ycai 
beating I in ButbaiiTs (England) rccoid of 555 luns in 12 
D Ms in 1978 




Kapil Dev—Man of the Series 


nnl 30 VMckets f'-us bouth Afina in South Ahua in 
19>7 38 ) and Ircvni Goddaid o* South Ati la (29-1 luns 
ind 2( wickets vciMis An ti ili im bi>iith Atnca in PJbO 
57) 

KMMl D1 \ S 32\VKKnsiN till SI RIFS IS AN 
iinpiovciiKiit upon Vinoo M inkadS 2> wickcls raptuitd 
III toui li sis in 1952 S3 and aftc i t iking liis seven wickets 
I misl Pakist in the previous season into account Ins 
tilly of 59 wiekits eaptuud ag oust Pakistan in 9 tests 
ha'* vdipsed the icccnd of 37 wk kt ts hugged by Mankad 
in 9 tests Ik is the fust patx' bt-wlc 1 from Iiidi 1 to get 
100 wicke Is in Tc sts 

IMRAN KHAN AI SO BAGGl 1) HlS lOlMH tPST 
wukc t at Madias and with his pii sent I illy ot 112 wiclects 
tiom /J lists ht‘ lias oiilv thitc Pikistau buwlc»s ak*ad 
of turn - >i/il Mihn.ood (139 wuktls) Inlikhib Alain 
{l^> wuklts) and Sufia/ Ntwi/ (120 vvitktt ' 

I OR 1)11 hODRni IIMF SUNK GAVASKAR 
ciosscd the 500 run mark in a senes H< had eailiei done 


Miandad avg best 
in world 

A FTFR the conclusion Of THE INDIA PAWS 
tan Austi aha West Inuu s and Austr liia England 
st ries of 1979 80 laved Miaiidad of Pakistan h ads the 
caif^i le t batting av^iages among Die lop batsmcni m 
the woild tod iv Viviui Richards ot 3\est Indies js se 
( Olid nid Siirul Gavaskar of India is thud in the ordet 
l»>llowiiig are the career TjsI balling averages ol 
the leading nine ciiiketers (as on 7 2 1980) 
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N RAMESH NAYAR 


ONfV lOlR All ROUNDFRS IN TfSI HISIOKY 
have Ml ide 2o0 runs and captured over 25 wickets in a 
Senes Kipi] Dtv made 278 runs and captuied 32 wickets 
III the SIX list senes against Pakistan and joined George 
tiin-'^n of Austiaha (4/5 luns and 34 wickets ui IB'M 95 
v'eisus L nglaiid in Australia) G A 1 aulkm 1 ot South 
Miic 1 (a45 luns and 29 wickets versus 1 ngland m South 
Aliu I in 1909 10) Ruliie Benaud ot Australia (329 lun*' 


Gavaskar, TasHm; 
Imran, Kapil top 
avgs 
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CENTURIES s 

Indin (2)\ Sunil Gavaskar (166) at Madras and 
Dlhp Vengsaikar (146*) at Delhi Pakistan (1) 
Mudassdr Na/ar (126) at Bangalore. 

MISSED CENTUMSS : . , 

Pakistan (3) Wasim Raja (97) at Delhi, Watdni 
Ha 1.1 (94*) at Kanpur and Taslim Arif (90) at Calcutta 
on ddbut 


CENTURY PARTNBRSHlPg ; ^ ^ 

India (S) Sunil Gavaskar and Cbetan Chautaan 
(125) for the first wicket at Kanpur; Sunil Gavaskar 
and Dilip Vengsarkar (105) for tne second wicket at 
Bangalore; Dilip Vengsarkar end Yashpal Shartoa (122) 
for the fourth wicket at Delhi and Gundappa Vishwa< 
noth and Yashpal Sharma (102) for the fourth^wickfl 
at Bangalore; Sunil Gavaskar and Yashpal Sharma 
(105) tor the fifth wlckct at Madras. 

Pakistan (2) Mudassar Nasar end Javed Miandad 


(154) for the third wicket at Bangalore, Wasim Raja 
and Asif Iqbal (130) for the fifth wicket at Delhi 

riVE OR MORE WfCKBTS IN AN INNINGS: 

India (3) * Kapil Dev (7 for 56) at Madras, Kapil 
Dev (6 for 63) at Kanpur, Kapil Dev (3 for 58) at 
Delhi. 

Pakistan (7): Stkander Bakht (8 for 69) at Delhi, 
Iqbal Qasim (6 for 40) at Bombay. Ehteshamuddin (5 
tor 47) at Kanpur, SIkander Bakht (5 for 55) at 
Bombay, Sikander Bakht (5 for 56) at Kanpur, Imran 
Khan (5 tor 63) at Calcutta; Imran Khan (5 foi 114) 
at Madras. 

IIIN OR MORB WICKETS IN A MATCH: 

India (1): Kapil Dev (11 for 146) at Madras. 
Pakistan (2): Sikander Bakht (11 for 190) at 
Delhi; Iqbal Qasim (10 (or 175) at Bombay. 

SUDHiR VAIOYA 


it 111 his wry fust sciica against West Indies in I870.71 
(774), against West Indies again In India in 1878-79 (732), 
and against Lng’and last season (542). in the recontN.con> 
eluded scries against Pakistan, Gavaskar made 629. fa 
doing so, Gavaskar aggregated 076 runs in 9 Tests against 
Pakistan thus overtaking Uanlf Muhammad's aggregate of 
970 In IS Tests 

ONL OF THE UNIQUE FEATURES OF THE SERIES 
was that thiee Indian batsmen, playing together, comple¬ 
ted 1000 runs m the same calendar year (1979) First Gav 
askar reaihcd the taiget, Vlshwanatb followed him and 
Vcngsarkai was the third one to do so Gavaskar made 
1355 luns in 18 Tests, Vishwanath 1388 in 17 Tests and 
Vingsaikai 1174 in 18 Tests. 

D I IP VCNGSARKAR’S CENTURY, SCORED IN 437 
minutes is the slowcst-ever century hit by an Indian— 
slowei than Madhav Apte's century reached in 409 minut 
>s against Wist Indies at Kingston in 1932 53 


SlINII GAVASKAR’g INNINGS 01 106 AT MADRAS 
is the longest innings by an Indian Gavaskar batted fur 
.391 minutes 

GAVASKAR, WITH HIS 166 AT MADRAS, BROUGHT 
his tally uf hundreds to 23 which earns him the third 
place, next only to Bradman’s (29) and Sobers’ (26). It 
also won for him the rare distinction of scoring a bund¬ 
led against all Tcst-playlng countries (except South 
Atrica) in home and abroad. 

SIKANDER BAKHT'S 8 FOR 69 IN DELHI REMAINS 
to bo the best bowling performance By any visitoi not 
only m Delhi but at any of the Test centres of the coun¬ 
try It IS also an improvement upon Pakistan's best bowl¬ 
ing against India performed by Pazal Mahmood who had 
taken 7 fot 42 at Lucknow in 1952 53 Twentyfour wickets 
ciptiired by Sikander in the series also biushcd aside the 
previous record of 22 wickets captured by Khan Moham¬ 
mad against India in 1954-55. 


lb 




SYED KIRMANrS TALLY BEHIND THE STUMPS 
is 98 now (comprising 75 catches and 23 stumpings). He 
overhauled the record of Farokh Engineer \vho had dis¬ 
missed 82 batsmen by catching 66 and stumping 16. 

KIRMANI’S 19 DISMISSALS BEHIND THE STUMPS 
in the series (17 catches and 2 stumpings) rank equal to 
Narendra Tamhalie’s 19 dismissals in 1954*55 series in 
Pakistan. However in the 9 Tests played by Kirmani 
against Pakistan he surpassed Tamhane’s record of 22 
dismissals in the IndoPak Test. Kirmani is having 23 
dismissals to his credit against Pakistan (21 catches and 2 
stumpings). 

WASIM BARI, DISMISSED 7 INDIANS IN THE BOM- 
bay Test (by catching 6 and stumping one) to become the 
wicketkeeper with most dismissals in a match to his 
credit, in the Indo-Pak Tests, beating Narendra Tara- 
hane’s record of 6 dismissals at Karachi in 1954-55. 

BY ADDING 117 RUNS 10 HIS AGGREGATE OF 918. 
Bari also crossed the 1000-run mark in Tests and became 
the first-ever wicket-keeper from Pakistan to achieve the 
wicket-keeper’s ‘double’ of scoring over 1000 runs and 
dismissing over 100 batsmeii.Only Alan Knott, Godfrey 
Evans, Jim Parks of England, John Waite of South Africa 
Rodney Marsh and Bill Oldfield of Australia and Deryck 
Murray of West Indies had achieved the same teat. 


GAVASKAR CROSSED THE LANDMARK OF 50 
catches in Tests for India and at the end of the series 
his tally ol catches stands at 52 ia 62 Tests. He is now 
second only to Eknath Solkar who had 55 catches 
•gainst his name. 

JAVED MlANDAl) BECAME THE NINTH PAKISTAN 
batsman who have scoied c ver 2000 runs for the country. 
Hanif Mohammad. Mushtaq Mohammad, Asif Iqbal, 
Majid Khan, Saeed All rat d, Zaheer Abbas, Sadiq Moham¬ 
mad and Initial Ahmed wcr<‘ the other?; eight. Dilip Veng- 
sarkar also emuiaU d Javed’s feat and joined the Indian 
band of batsmen who have scored over 2000 runs. 

MIIUASSAR NA/AR DIS 1*1 NCiCiSUEO HIM.SELP BY 
becoming the fir.st ever Pakistan batsman cum-bowler to 
open the batting as well as bowli'Sg in the same match— 
5rd 'I'e'jt at Bombay. 


SYEl) KIRMANI AND KAl IL .SURPASSED THE 

seventh wicket partnership recuid of 86 runs previously 
made by Datiu Phadk^/ .uyd Drepak Shodhan at Calcutta 
in 1952 53. Kirmani Kapil pair had collerted 95 runs at 
BombdV. Similarly, cigidli and tht. ninth wicket re¬ 
cord paitnrrships ioi laki-.tan agnasi India wcie also 
broken ia the sem -. Wasi;): Hj)-* ant! Iqhal (,)asiiii by 
pulling oil 82 inns at Ka.ipuj pn‘ in shade bo-iun eighth 
wnket stand h. Nh... Mohammad ,;nd Zulhqei Ahmed 
at liUcknow in ‘j’l aJid VV,isim llati .ind Iqbal 

(Jasirn by adding 60 foi ti f v. ick. *. ai 

betlcied the 31 run rUmvi by 1 ana Khan 

Mohammad at Delhi 2/ ycais 


GAVASKAR AND CHADilAN 
iiings in 30 Tests which .stand next 
pail’s record of 34 Tests. 


(OPENED INDIA’S IN- 
to the Lawry-Simpson 


WASIM BAK1 ADDED ONE MORE ZERO TO HIS 
tally of 14, which is a record number of zeroes for Pak¬ 
istan. Similarly, his two unbeaten innings against Int^ 
add up to 21 unbeaten innings, which is also a record 
number of not out innings played by a Pakistant batsman. 


THE RIVAL CAPTAINS AT CALCUTTA SET A HE- 
cord of highest appearances for their respective conn* 
tries. Vishwanath played his 68tb Test beating Bedl’s 67 
appearances for India wheras Asif Iqbal’s farewell Test 
appearance was his S8th Test for Pakistan' which is one 
more than the previous highest of S7 by Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad. 
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N THE JUST- 

with 3!^ wi^t^ set-lip a nmurse^ bliimrdi# the'; 
hikhest wicket «ggregaiik for Indte 
surpassing the preyloiiiE best of U 
by V. Bi. MaMcad in 

sekhar's 35 widteCs qgatiut EnghunB M 197^711, iMPdeb, 
edhstitutes the highest agis#sbs hf 
an Indian bowler dgginst njl < : y ' , 

Gaining his first Testrho«n^',l4|iiih^'t^^ 
Paisalabad in 1978, Kapd’s bfl^l; 
ances have imparted a PHind iMnM;.mfiige'.te.lm.09oe 
tottering empire of IB^-hai «stabiiahad‘ 

bfknseir as nbt only the he* ImUm hut also' 

One of the best in the worMii ^ I* » and gttVMk, 

;tiw-batsman,, capable of 

Kapil’s most remarkahle-d^W th'im 
Was that against Pakistan-ia the -Madraa-Tdat. Be. 
irored 84 and took career-beat of 11 for Tdft- In Udil 
Series against Pakistan, be not dn^ scored 2T8 rVQS 
hut also captured 32 wickets. The feat of scoring 2$0 
-runs and claiming 25 wickets ia a series is so 
^t- only five players have perfonaed la 103 years or 
Tp* cricket. - - -- .. ,, .-/iv' 

B.y this ^Oelleat peiformadoe, 

.loined the distinguished company ol;. 16 
have . performed the ’double’ m 1*000-raja, 
lirkkets. He recorded this mHestolm In 
Calcutta, The world record is held by Isti Botham of! 
England, who completed the 'double* in his 21tt' 

The fonowinK Uve cridmters have scored 250;nn^ 
aqd captured, 25 wickets In a Test series: i 

B. ».ss. AV«B. isr«, «♦» w, AVoa. jrivtii 

e. dirten, A V n. 1S94 SS 

476 161 62.77 1 

Kapil tier. I V P, 1879-SO, 

V7Q (LA *^fl ■*-*“ 

R. Betiaod A v SA, , 

. am J22 M.83 2 

U. A. pkulltBCr. aA. V El. Iflffll W 

S4S 126 60.65 I 

T. U OCKWard. S.A. V A. 1*66-67 

m 74 — 
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Who says 
foreign 
coaching 
is vital ? 

BOMI AMALSADVALA 

F or the past several 

months quite a few of our coun¬ 
try’s worthy table tennis representa¬ 
tives and officials have ventilated their 
views in the Press on the future of 
Indian table tennis. They have stress¬ 
ed that if Indian players in future 
arc to perform better in the world 
arena then they must be sent abroad 
for coaching say, to Europe and 
Asian countries or they should be 
trained by a foreign coach. 

Let me make it clear at the outset 
that as and when our teams come in¬ 
to the reckoning lor world honours 
and titles, I would be the first one to 
Uphold this concept of utilising the 
services ot a foreign coach of repute 
rovided our players have reached a 
igh enough standard to profit from 
the training. But presently when 
India is ranked a lowly 25th in the 
world in the men's section and 18th 
in the women’s section, the time is 
hardly ripe for setting trends of this 
nature. Also, it is a sad reflection on 
the quality and standing ot the pre¬ 
sent-day players. 

Are we to believe that in a short 
period* a few hints from a foreign 
coacD, on a foreign soil, could magi¬ 
cally transform our lazy and conten¬ 
ted players (by International stan¬ 
dards) into world class players over¬ 
night ? Then surely many countries 
out of the 125 or so registered with 
the International Table Tennis Fede¬ 
ration, who have promising players 
and who can easily afford costly 
foreign coaching should have pro¬ 
duced champions by dozens. 

The state of international T. T. is 
such that even ex-champions like 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, l/. S. A. and 
England in men and Czechoslovakia. 
Hungary, U. S. A., England, Ruma¬ 
nia and South Korea in women are 
finding it difficult to regain the world 
titles they once held* And this des¬ 
pite their beat eftorU at coaching, 
providing latest table tennis equip- 
ment and affording constant Inter¬ 
national match practice to their play¬ 
ers. Even present world champions 
Hungary took 27 long years to regain 
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the men's title last year at Pyongy¬ 
ang. And who knows how long it will 
take Japan, which has so many in¬ 
dividual world champions, to regain 
the men’s team title they last won 
m 1969 at Munich. 

Doesn’t all this indicate that it is 
a folly for our players to believe that 
foreign coaching is the be-all and 
eiid-all for becoming world class play¬ 
ers overnight ? At best, it is just one 
small part of the total eliort of years 
of continuous systematic and dedicat¬ 
ed training coupled with an uuwavex¬ 
ing ambition to reach the top. 

Actually, it would be more reward¬ 
ing to araw inspnauon tiom the acl' 
mittedly lew wuria-ciass perlorman- 
ces put up by our own ex-caampions. 
Wiiat foreign coactung (pa iv. iNagraj, 
the great aelensive puyer, laKe to 
reach the quarter-hnais of the Ifiob 
World Cnampioiiship at Tokyo ? Also, 
what foreign coacuing did tne petite 
Gool NasiKwaia take to become the 
Asian triple crowu winner at Singa¬ 
pore in 1952 ? it Sudhir Thackersey, 
the first wurld-raoKed player troin 
India, or six-time national champion 
Gautam Diwan had made this re¬ 
quest for foreign coaching, then it 
would have been justihed. Even it 
Farookh Khouaiji, Niraj Bajaj. and 
Mrs. K. Khodaijii the giant pillars ot 
our teams in the recent past, had 
voiced such a view, there would have 
been no two opinions about it. But 
when our present day players, who 
have yet to prove themselves decisi¬ 
vely as champions in our own coun¬ 
try, make a request for coaemug 
abroad, then the kuowledgeabies here 
have a right to leei that toese players 
are putting the cart betoie the horse. 

And what about those players who 
have aireaciy had the oeueui ut forei¬ 
gn coaching in the last lew years ? 
Did they achieve any international 
results ’/ At the most, a cuupie ot 
them have become national coam- 
pions. 

Talking of reaching world class stan¬ 
dards. is there a single player who 
can boast ot remamiug unbeaten in 
a single season ot active aii-lndia 
competition ? Can he even say that 
he will not drop a single game in a 
calendar year V For setting such ex¬ 
acting targets for himself to improve 
his consisiency does he have to go to 
Sweden or China ? How many ot our 
players train tour hours a .day round 
the year for at least a couple ot 
years ? Do they have to gp to Nortli 
Korea to find the solution? How 
many of them are physically fit en¬ 
ough to run 10 miles daily in addi¬ 
tion to the daily table practice of 3/4 
hours 7 Do they have to go to Japan 
to find this out ? And what stops 
these players from doing solo service 
praetto SOO times a day V Will some 


one from abroad, please advise them? 

It may well be that, at present, we 
do not have a single good coach of 
international reputation. But we do 
have a few amongst us who have all 
the practical knowledge and experi¬ 
ence required of a coach for dehver- 
ing the goods and are keeping them¬ 
selves well informed and abreast of 
the latest developments in the table 
tennis world. But the truth is that 
the false ideas of our players and 
officials come in the wuy of utilising 
their services. Why should they feel 
it not worthwhile to consult them or 
repose their confidence or pin their 
faith in them is not logically under¬ 
standable. As it is elsewhere in lite, 
if once the credentials are reasonab¬ 
ly established, the cadinal principle 
to receive guidance is to believe in 
'him’ and trust ‘him* implicity and 
without fear. The (question whether 
he is a foreigner or an Indian should 
not matter. For only then can you 
communicate with ’him’ and reach 
the desired level of attainment. 

And if India can boast ot' Nob 
laureates, philosophcr.s and worlo 
champions in othci walks of life, 
there is no reason why, given reaso 
liable opportunities to grow in an in¬ 
ternational atmosphere, she cannot 
also look to a good table tennis coach 
in the near future. Admittedly the 
game has rapidly advanced and the 
various surfaces have revolutionised 
the game altogether from the time it 
was played even as early as a decade 
ago. But the basic requirements ta be¬ 
come a good player at the game ha, 
not changed and they cannot chang 
That you have got to train harde. 
systematically have a fierce will¬ 
power, and an intense desire to wi.i 
cannot, therefore, be over emphasis 
ed. 

Bcgrettably, our players are not 
sufficiently aware of the other much 
more important factors than toreigu 
coaching it make a player top class. 
As N. Hasegava, the great Japanese 
world champion who after witness 
mg the unfancied. One of Japan be¬ 
come the world champion in his first 
appearance at Pyonyang last year 
said : ’’When Ono put up his hands 
after winning an important point, I 
could feel the incredible fightinn 
spirit writ large on his face*and 
awesome spiritual and concentrated 
power in his eyes. Even as his aenioi 
team-mates were beaten one aftei 
another, his determination to stand 
alone in the battle-field and 
uphold the honour of Japan was 
unwavering. He generated such a 
marvellous fighting spirit, will uowci 
and concentrgHdn that in such a 
situation, a player could measure his 
ability to be more than 100 per cent 
To fulfil this, a player had to have 
a very serious attitude towards tabic 
tennis coupled with a constant 
effort.” Hasegava concluded by say 
Ing : **Such excellent display requir¬ 
ed ’world No. r will power, Vorld 
No. r dedication and 'world No. V 
hard working abiUty”. Hard work, 
dedication, ambition anyone 7 
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The North Star shoes 
designed, in Canada for 
comfort styled for action 
and built to keep pace 
with fast young feet are 
just the footwear for the 
casual elegant lifestyle 
that s so m today 
And now we have matching 
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Sportsworld Special 


' ASIAN ARCHERY 

f Indians 
bow-ed 
out 

i 

O NE HAS HEAIU) OE BOOMER 
diigs still being used to fell 
; birds, but the most ancient weapon 
^ still in us<* is surely the arrow—com¬ 
plete with its spiingbodid, the wood¬ 
en or bamboo how. As a sport, how- 
^ ever, the entire apparatus has under¬ 
gone a complete metamorphosis. And 
this was made painfully evident to 
the oatiual archers of this country 
when the first Asian Cup Archery 
compeiilion commenced at the Eden 
Gardens, Calcutta, on February 8. 

The meet did nut start too well, 
South Korea and Mongolia crying off 
^ at the last minute The Mongolian 
squad, which had initially shown 
gi'eat interest and asked whether it 
^ would be possible tor them to prac- 
^ ticc in Calcutta from January 26 —a 
fortnight before the competition 
started—backed out, reportedly on 
political grounds. The story of the 
^ South Korean non-participation was, 
i however, different. The archers had 
packed their bttgs and left for Seoul 
airport. It was there that they learnt 
of the demise of their association 
f president. Their trip was cancelled, 
but they sent a token participant in 
\ the form of their acting president. 

That left the People's Republic of 


China, Japan and Indonesia, along 
with hosts India. The setting was 
ideal—the lush green of the Eden 
Gardens coraplementing the bright 
sunlight. The stauium srtuctures pro¬ 
vided a shield against the sirong 
breeze that normally flows trout the 
iiooghiy river, helping the archers 
maintain a steady line. 

The competition was held strictly 
according to laws set down by the 
Federaiion Internationale de Tir 
I’Arc—the controlling oody tor tins 
sport—with the men*s events set. out 
over four distances, 90, 70, 50 ami 
30 metres. For women, there was a 
modification on the two longer dis¬ 
tances—tney had to shoot to distan¬ 
ces of 70 and 60 metres. Each com¬ 
petitor had to complete six '*ends'' at 
a time for computing points—an 
*ead* meaning six arrows shot to a 
target, three at a time within the sti¬ 
pulated two-and-a-hatf minutes Thirty- 
six arrows by every archer to each 
particular distance constituted his 
effort towards winning. Points were 
judged according to the marksman¬ 
ship—with five concentric bands of 
different colours making up the tar¬ 
get and each being divided into an 
inner and an outer circle, the points 
being higher in the ‘inncrs* : The 
maximum points were ten per arrow, 
if it was embedded in the inner gold, 
the other colours being red, hiue, 
black and white, in that order on the 
points scale. 

I T BECAME EVIDENT FROM THE 
tune the first arrow left its grap¬ 
hite-fibre bow that the Indians would 
tight a losing haitle — not against 
skill, but against superior equipment. 
And as the *enas* were completed 
on regular schedules, the score-board 
showed the widening rift between 


the Indian archers and their foreign 
competitors. 

The regular competition began at 
9.30 snarp on Febiuary 9 after a cere* 
monious marchpast on the previous 
oay. As expected, the national cham* 
pion of Japan, Matsushita IVkayoshi* 
look the lead from the hrst **end'' and 
maintained it through both the 90 
and 70 metres events, the hrst being 
worked off in the morning session 
and the second in the atiernoou. fie 
notched up 295 in the maximum dis¬ 
tance and 322 in the other, 

^"railing behind the leader with an 
overall uenat oi just iu points was 
liiaoncsid's Donaia Pauoiaugam, who 
scored /tf7 and 311 m toe two events. 
Vvnile 111 the 9U-meire event, Cniua's 
tiuang Ru took tuird spot with a score 
ot zio, Japan's tainamoto mrosm 
notened up an impressive 320 m the 
Vu metres to come in second. 

On the first day itself, three records 
were biuKen — an impressive Oegm- 
iung. Mitsushita was me mst lo do 
so, toppiiug tne Asian Games record 
of m me iio-meire event by two 
points. He went a step better in the 
70 nieires, snattering the Olympic 
mark as well. fiiS score ut 322 wao nve 
more than the Olympic nigoesi and 
12 more than the Asian inaik. Also 
breaking the Olympic record was his 
compatriot Yamamoto fiiroshi, with 
his personal tally of 320. 

In the women's events on the first 
day, tavourite Fan-Ai-Meng of the 
People's Republic ol China shattered 
the Olympic mark of 29b m the 70 
metres with a points tally of a round 
3UU. The Asian mark was oniy 292. 
der team-mate, Mci-Zhen-Guo, also 
Shared the glory ot a reoora-breaker 
with 297 points. 

China’s supremacy in this field was 
never in douot from the start. f-an-Ai- 
Meug oonuuued to lead torougn the 
60 metres and it %vns only in the 50 
^ and 30 that she bowed to the ixmstant 
o pressure of Okazaki Yoshiko oi Japan 
n* (50) and her own team-mate Mei- 
^ Zhen-Guo (30). The team cuampion- 
5 ship was a cake-walk for the Chinese, 
who totalled 3,663 to second-placed 
Japan’s 3,594. Indonesia came a tame 
third with 3,351, while India brougnt 
in the rear with a dismal 2,928. 

While China was almost sweeping 
the board in the women’s section on 
the second day, there was great drama 
in the men’s competition. Donald 
Pandiangam came up with two record- 
breaking performances in the shorter 
distances. While in the 50 metres he 
got past the Olympic mark ot 319 with 
a S^point p^ormance, he scaled 
the Asian record of SS7 in the 30 
metres with a tally of 348. Mitsushita 
was just a point behind in this event. 
In the process, Pandiangam emerged 
overall individual event vvinner with 
a score of 1,272, which was better 
than the previoiis Asian best of 1,250. 
Mitsushita placed second after a very 
close run, with I,26d. In the women’s 





section Fan>'Ai<Meng took her appoint¬ 
ed place at the top with 1»243. which 
was 13 poins more than the best Asian 
perforinanoe till then. 

B ut» after all the fanfare 

had ended, several questions 
loomed over the Indian archery hoii- 
son. How, for example, would India 
be able to compete in the Olympics, 
since its position according to per 
fonnance even after the first Aitam 
Cup meet, was not good enough to 
merit tenth spot in the world, which 
is the mininiuin requirement set down 
by the 10A ? Although, efforts are 
being made to get special permission, 
because without constant exposure to 
international competition it would 
never be possible for India to gain 
recognition in this sport there seems 
little likelihood of the lOA relenting. 
And this, despite the fact that the 
organisting (Ximmiltce fur the 198'2 
Asian Games in Delhi have included 
archery in its main list of competi¬ 
tions. 


But more important than participa¬ 
tion in the Olympics is the question 
of equipment. The Asian meet proved 
— and quite glaimgly — that without 
the latest equipment, there was no 
use in going through the motions of 
competition, because with the archaic 
(in real terras) bows and arrows, the 
greatest Indian skill would not be 
able to match the mere workmanlike 
efficiency of foreigners assisted by 
good equipment. Krishna Das, the 
best archer India has today, was on 
second spot in the Bangkok Asian 
Games after the first two rounds, but 
then her bow snapped. And it was the 
qnly one she had. Even in Calcutta, 
she began promisingly but she could 
never really concentrate and perform 
freely, because she could not afford to 
lose the bow she had managed to im¬ 
port after a great deal of hassle and 
hardship. The tale was repeated in the 
men’s section where the captain of the 
Indian archery team to the Asiad, 
C. K. Das, was operating with a bow 



Krishtm Dos. Indians best hope 


and accessories that were at least 
four years out of date. 

The Indian problem is directly re 
latcd to the red tape associated with 
the purchase of anything foreign. 
And the two leading manufacturers, 
one in ttic USA and the other in 
Japan, are constantly experimenting 
and coming out with frc.%h and im¬ 
proved models almost twice a year. 
By the time an Indian can coikd 
money and go through the various 
government departments, the equip 
ment he wishes to purchase will be 
a year old. And this is taking for 
granted that he will be allowed to 
import them in the first plact' 

I N SUCH A SITUATION. UNTIL A 
clear government policy is foilh 
coming, there is no point in any parti¬ 
cipation — at any level — in the 
international arena. 


And yet, that would be very sad for 
Indic'in aidicry. With a wealth of tribal 
and other talent, free use of good 
equipment could resSult in good per- 
foi inaiices abroad. In this regardt West 
Bengal provides the best example. The 
leading archers ol tlie country arc 
stationed here and at the moment, 
they are the best bets the country 
have. It is learnt that fhe West 
Bengal Sports Council is attempting 
to get equipment, at least for Krishna 
Das, so that her obvious talent 
doesn’t go to waste. While lauding 
this move, one will have to Ihiivk in 
lonns of the sport as a whole — and 
of all the talented people now wait¬ 
ing in the wings. But this is one 
problem that may prove to be insur¬ 
mountable, because bows should be 
bought strictly in accordance with 
body height and weight of individual 
archers. This precludes use of com¬ 
mon bows — and even arrows. And 



of ci^mnacy in the fnr0nmnd—the lateat boto 


to yet, under the circumstances this may 
^ be the only way out at the moment. 

a' 

a 

" There is a move to shift the arch- 
cry competition in the 1982 Asian 
Games to Calcutta. With the Eden 
% Gardens available, the experience 
gathered by the local organisers, led 
by Mr Ashoke Ghosh and ably exe¬ 
cuted by Mr Paresh Mukherjee, there 
would certainly be no oiganisatioual 
problems. Of course whether or not 
shifting a .sport in its entirely from 
the officiaT venue to another place is 
possible will have to be determined 
by the organising committee. But. 
on the evidence of th« first Asian 
Cup competition, one ean say that 
Calcutta would be the ideal venue. 
All the visiting participants — and 
their maiiageis - liafl only prai'-f^ 
for the organisation — from the 
arrangements on the ground wherc^ 
everything went through in clock¬ 
work predsion to the billeting. 
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NATIONAL T. T. 

Maha¬ 

rashtra 

supreme 

I TS ALWAYS BEEN THE CON- 
iejntion oi Indian players that the 
playing conditions at a National 
tournainent l^ave something to be 
desired. iOtirgapur provided a solu¬ 
tion. Tlic ainditioDS of play leave 
little to be desired. The Kanu-Sidhu 
stadium, though incomplete lor 
spectators, provides a beautiful wood¬ 
en flooring, and Halogen lighting. The 
only sour note was a delay in the 
arrival of the Intab tables from 'lYi- 
vandruin which caused hectic altcina 
tive arrangements, and started off the 
Champ.onsbips one day laic. The 
players were receptive to the idea of 
playing on the alternative tables, and 


also agreed to wait for the one day 
it took to get them from Calcutta. It 
was probably their way of saying 
thank you to the tireless organisers. 
Burdwan District Table Tennis Asso¬ 
ciation. whose good intentions were 
never in doubt. 

After several years, the Maha¬ 
rashtra conCngcnt was impressive. 
Thfir men, women and boys teams 
w<!ro posKively the best on view, l^t 
the girl’s team was deficient in 
capability, though they coukl match 
strides in a year or so's lime. Maha¬ 
rashtra’s teams were re-intorced by 
two Bailway players, Vilas Menon 
and Shailaja Salokhe. Both of them 
played major roles in their respective 
loam's performances. Perhaps a re¬ 
turn to the fold was a bright idea. 

The boys’ team of Maharashtra 
was also bolstered by the inclusion of 
Part hi v Vyas and Nishit Vyas, sons 
of India's former great Yatiii. In 
fact, the overall strength of the team, 
which included S. Ituniaswamy and 
Sujay Ghorpa<1e was conclusivtly 
provwl whenever the draw of the 























RSCB 

vendetta. 

*TWE. MEETING OF THE TTPI 

general body at Onrgapur ua* 
animously roi^eaiilod toe Rail* 
waya' djractive to Hs players not 
to represent Statba in the Natio¬ 
nals. It was aniai that the 
winners and ramwtMip ol the in- 
ter-institutioaad tonmawiaht will 
henceforth ha etiiihll fo i^artici* 
pate in the hiter-Stite diMipfon- 
ahips. Out of the ‘ td potembets 
present, eleven voted for and four 
against (mMl one abataiiiingl to 
ratify this ntovn. 

The question now is: Why was a 
farce enacted in Cntta^ niro«gb 
a decision to debar RaDwam from 
the Nationals? When toe Bbto 
ways are participating in moat dto 
dpUnes m the Ifotiottals, thd 
directive to debar T.T. pfoyera 
seemed to be oothtog mtire toad 
personal animosity tawards eertma 
State (dSdals. One cu only 
toat, in foturg, auto iasiwi are 
solved amicably. 

''fUE RAILWAY SPORTS OOfo 
I trol Board dire^p had 
treated a stir here, lliis stand 
cume in the wake of a dadsioa 
taken at Cuttack last yaar that 
the Railways cannot nartidpato in 
the inter-state team toampfonships 
because it is a TTFI-afllUated lU' 
sUtuto and is only diglbln to 
partidpate in hnaiwanifotfOMt 
table tennis tmirnan^fs, Bltf 
otiier affiliated tastt^tods.'' 
thia be to# reason, 
will wonder why a 
way players like 
Doibl. ^ad 
toad and SajUa, 

Memto of 
wbila 




U was Bengal which pidvad foi 
rb« Railways niuter .navan yenwk 

ways were tooa outonl fcom toe 
inter-state OtatopioinpBi dboito 
a 'support' from a lobbyJto-jMnto 
ial passed 1 ^ tractive ana Mr 
Mitra vrts hhiiled’ ant. Sarifor, 
the Raitwnya mafo n last hfd to 
stay but was jpltttia% snoKasfoi, 
Whto toeto WWto.ito takers for toe 
Odaipur Natianala to# Aauways 
cam# forward in play bmls on toe 
assumption that toey would be 
able to oontotu# to take part in 
th« inter-State Cbsmpionships. 
ItWy hosted it but their hopes were 
toort-lived. The blew was given at 
Cuttack. . 


« nr undecMood that toe RSCM 
secretary^ Verbally made an iUegal 
threat*;;tom no amcesdon cmders 
ttoitol hendgorto h# for to# 
State, utMora. the - 

RttA whali.l^ p 

can toe tt$C|H pScmh anew players 
to nartteipato and dhMHaw others 
Is ft toM ‘to# two ikiyers were 
attOwed to toke part fat to# toam 
itnlUnpiQtiniip Jitst to creolft a 
H^L’.RaJasthm lobfaw to anpptot. 
ibc Railways' yetoitiy? 


Direc- 
' fld, toe 
for toe 
MOwaii to n nuMini. 


Jir Frabtr Ifittra aent a btout 

-nieasaga ,^.hot rcato. 
a dto^to wto am 
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event was being made. The non* 
playing captain was hard put to 
ileade whidi two youngsters would 
piay 

Maharashtra recaptured the men's 
ream title* whidi they won last at 
M^idrac. from Tamil Nadu* champions 
fai three consecutive years. Although 
Vilas Menou gave hzs team the lead 
be was not playing well and was too 
slow on his feet. ChandramouU of 
Tamil Nadu was even slower and 
nervous. It was Snram who con- 
tiibuted most to Maharashtra's 
victory. His match against Chandra¬ 
sekhar was gruelling* with Snram 
pushing well to extremes, driving 
(.bandrasekbar back fordng him on 
the defensive and then finishing with 
a wcll-plaoed kill. The Tamilian star 
was never able to take the initiative. 
Han narrowed the margin beating | 
Kamlesh Mehta, but it was Srirani | 
again who performed flawlessly and 
overcame Hari. The Chandrasekhar- 
Kamlesh Mehta match was the most 
aunal, but Kamlesh plaved c6oly, 
rountoring and blockmg well and was 
quick on the kill It wan a fast and 
(lose match, but ultimately Kamlesh 
pit vailed 

i-or the Jdyalakshmi Trophy* the 
Delhi women who had hitherto not 
been in the runnmg for the title came 
in strongly this year with the induc¬ 
tion ot former national champion 
Indu Pun. The MaharasbtrarDelhi 
final was a repeat of the league rc- 
'vuU, with a little difference. Sailaja 
was stretched by Indu'"in a dose 
encounter. An improved Nandini 
Kuikarni helped to give her side the 
title after live years. 

The Padmavathi TYophy seems to 
have become the Assam girls* pro¬ 
per ly Tliey woo it for t;be fifth 
lime, heating Rajasthan. Monalisa 
Barua and Shraddha Shanna, as 
usual, played the lead roles, but 
Madalasa Hazarika also chipped in 
with a win over Santosh R^ore of 
Uajastban. 

Ibc juniors impressed displaying 
vciy good quality of Tl*. Speaal 
mention could be made of Rajat 
Katnuria, Parthiv Vyas and Suioy 
Ghorpadhe. All three were very con- 
•»istcnt and each played tight games* 
MMzing the hrst opportunities to 
attack. Their pertormance wa^ a 
feast to the eyes. Anyway* it was 
Maharashtra's day who regained the 
Bamanuja trophy after five years. 

■T^IE SEMI-FINALS SAW THE 
^ .third defeat of the current 
National champion* Manjit Dua who 
was literally thrashed by Tamil 
Nadu's R. fiari who got the applaud 
of the huge crowd. The Tamilian was 
at his best, giving no quarter to the 
Delhite. Playing intelUgently Hari 
demonstrated both his forehand and 
backhand prowess* excellent jabs and 
fine placing that Ihia couldn't match. 
Hari won 21*18, 2M9. Chandra* 
sekhar as usual played tlie pivofs role 
winning his tm flueaflya The only 
ueibi player who gave something of 


d fight was Manmcct Singh—against 
Chandrasekhar 19-21, 19-21 and 

Chandramouli. Tamil Nadu won five- 
one to enter the final once again to 
nioet their old rivals Maharashtra 
who had an easy prey in Karnataka 
and vanquished them five nil. Ramesh 
IBabu was the only one to stretch 
Sriram. 

The upset trend continued also in 
the women's team championship 
event when Delhi shocked runners 
up Assam 3-1. Indu Pun did the 
damage beating both Madalasa 
Hazarika and Monalisa Barua in 
straight sets while team-mate Meena 
Bora succumbed to the better Mona¬ 
lisa. Teaming together Delhi received 
stiff opposition from the better 
fancied Assam pair of both *M’s be¬ 
fore winning 24-!^* 2S-27, 23-21. This 
was an achievement in itself for 
Delhi who from the seventh place in 
the last Nationals moved up to meet 
Maharashtra in the final Maharash¬ 
tra too won by an identical margin. 


Sailaja Salokhe i^d her side to the 
final overcoming bith rivals Santosh 
Rathore and Sbraddha Sharma in 
straight games and teamed up with 
Kashmira Patil, who was a firebrand 
to win the doubles against tbe 
Sharroa-Rathore duo. Shraddha 
Sharma* however, made up her loss 
by beating Nandini Kuikarni in 
straight games. 

It was Maharashtra once again. 
This time it was the boys who wtiip- 
jped title-holders Deihi 3-0 to con¬ 
front Uttar Pradesh who humbled 
Tamil Nadu. Although Assam's 
women failed to retain their position, 
tbe girls* team kept the ap¬ 
pointed place with a fluent victory 
over Gujarat. But they face a stiff 
challenge from Rajasthan who halt¬ 
ed the progress of runners-up 
Madhya A^adesh in a close 3-2 win. 

The way the Tamil Nadu men began 
in their Group A league proved to be 
a foregone conclusion that they would 
sail to the semi-finals as they bad no 
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real opposition. They had woo all their 
matches to finish on top. Whatever 
trouble th» got was from Bengal 
(S>2) aad Rajasthan. Dame Fortune 
did not snule on the host team. And 
it was most unfortunate for not fimsh* 
log Moond to Tamil Naou. Bengal’s 
narrow defeat (S-Oj against Karnataka 
jeopardised their position, though 
they had trounced Punjab (S-U). 
Actually, some amount of luck also 
helped Karnataka because Punjab 
nearly ousted them (M). 

.„Rut in the same category In .Group 
B it wasn’t a one>way tramc to toe 
semis though last year s runners 
Aaanarasniie nan a oeriain euge over 
third ranked Delhi and biutr naousn. 
Ine Manarakotra-ueim maicn was tne 
factor deoding the top posiuoa ot the 
iiroup league tahie. Demi nao a aat- 
rack without Suuhir ii'haoKe ana the 
third piayar Havl Vasmat was of 




Manaratnira ogam —tne ooys team wtrn tne namanujan trophy 


httle support to Manjii Dua ana 
Manmeet Singn. Vashist had no luck, 
he lost all the matches playua. 
Against Mahuiashtia Delhi oegaii 
well when Manmeet beat Vilas 
Menon who lost atter an iulilal gooa 
start. But he put up a sparuung per* 
formance agamst Manjit to cau*e 
the nrst upset 10 the team event win* 
mng 21*11, 15*21a ai-id. Manjit 

further fell from graoo when young 
Kamlesh Mehta oispiayed good 11 
and 8 elf*control when ne nearly lost in 
the first game ( 2 ,i* 2 U> and an ea>y se* 
cond for a straight win. Vilas Menon’s 
defeat was fuUy avenged by teammate 
S. Sriram who put aside Meomeet 
after concedlag the opening game. 
Ravi Vashist’B defeats sealed Delhi’s 
chances of getting a top place in the 
group. 80 Maharashtra's passage to 
the semis was clear. Delhi, however, 
"Aoshed second bat thoy bad to con* 


cede two games agamst UP because 
of poor Vashist. Last year’s runners 
Assam practically bad no real opposi¬ 
tion m their Group A league with 
Monalisa playing the major role 
while Madaiasa Haiarika bad been 
quite inconsistent. The onlv fight 
they got was from Karnataka and 
Rajastnan with Shraddba Sharma 
being the pivot to give hei State the 
second spot. But tike the men’s Group 
B, Maharashtra and Delhi figured in 
prominently. The match between the 
two evoked, much interest because of 
SailaJa Salokhe's and Indu Puri’s 
maten. SailaJa was in full ay and 
won In straight games. Purl too had 
a close match against Naodlnl Kul* 
karnl 21*19, 24*22. With the win over 
Delhi, Maharashtra ware ensured of 
a top berth. Into the last four. 

SUBHASH SARCAR, Durgapur 




/he Delhi giih at the colourful march paist ceremony 
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Gopat Ram (8)—Rajasthan’s bast bat 

Noi could one approve of the man¬ 
ner in which the male officials ot 
some Northern India States took un 
due liberty with the girl players One 
night three officials of a state manag 
ed to slip into the girls’ dormitoiic'i 
while officials of another State drank 
with the girls In all the cases, the 
gills seemed to co-operate readily 

Piior to the start of the tourna 
menl WBVA circles maintained that 
the Indian teams for the next Asian 
Junioi Volleyball championships would 
be selected on the ba«;i$ of the sixth 
Junioi Nationals But sources close 
to the VFl made it clear that the 
selection for the Seoul tourney would 
be made only after a different com¬ 
petition which again would be follow¬ 
ed by trial matches 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE Chmsurah 
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SHOLAVARAM GRAND PR/X 


Hendersoii 
takes a 
bow 


I T WAS SHOLAVARAM AGAIN - 
in fact for the tenth time — 
with all its thrills and spills, its roars 
and whimpers and its smiles and 
tears. And watching the Madras 
Motor Sports Club’s annual gala on 
February 3 were a record-breaking 
50,000 engine enthusiasts, who cheer¬ 
ed all the national and internationai 
participants in the 10th Grand Prix. 

The three foreigners participating 
in the motor cycle race proved the 
main draw. There was British racing 
champion Phil Henderson and Chas i 
Mortimer, nine times winner of the ; 
Isle of Man. To compete against the ; 
Britons was Fabian Lious from 
Singapore, on a Yamaha TZ 350. ^ 

Lious was the first to shoot out, 
followed by Chas with his Yamaha 
TZ 350 and Phil, chasing both with 
his formula 750 Yamaha. Out they 
came from the Red ^ills corner, in 
a one-two^three formation, riding at 
an incredible speed of 120 miles per 
hour, which had the excited crowd 
rooting for their favourites. But Lious 
could not keep the lead beyond the 
third lap, as his engine was losing 
power and was seen slowing down, 
giving way for Daljit Singh of Kenya, 
who came into the third position. 
Chas and Phil, both playing with 
their machines, were enjoying the 
neck-to-neck race with each other. 
The lead changed hands with some 
classic riding that had never been 
witnessed before at this track. 

The highlight came when, after the 
first U bend, both the Britons, with 
the front wheels of their machines 
in the air, were still going at full 
blast on only the rear wdeel. This is 
called the **wheelie’\ Lap 19 saw pro¬ 
fessional riding at its peak when 
Phil, with his extra four horse¬ 
power, was throttling down the 
straights and rounds at about 150 
miles per hour, giving no chance 
whatspever to anyone else to clock 
the 25 laps with a record timing oi 
42 min. 28 sec. He also recorded the 
fastest lap of the day, with a timing 
of 1 min. 37 sec. (one lap = 3.2 kms). 
He thus won the Indian Grand Prix 
and Armstrong Rolling Trophy, with 
Chas Mortimer com’ a close second 
and Daljit ending a distant third. 

G. Subhas Chandra Bose, riding n 
modified **Bullet”, took the Mico 
Grand Piix Rolling Trophy for keeps 
When te won the 25-lap event for 
of 261 to 360 cc for 


sixth GP win. V. Ramanathan and 
Jaffar All were second and third, 
respectively. 

In the Breaks India Grand Prix 
Rolling Trophy for Formula India 
cars, Sri Kanthan of Karnataka was 
in the lead but eventually lost it to 
Sunil Shanbagh of Bombay. Kamlesh 
Patel won the event with some con¬ 
sistent and steady driving. He never 
got himself involved in the hot pace 
set by the front runners in the earlier 
laps. He drove intelKgently and 
proved that indigenous machines art 
in no way inferior to imported rac¬ 
ing specials, which amount to lakhs 
of rupees, in the sports world where 
there is hardly any sponsorship for 
competitors. Kamfesh also won the 
Armstrong Rolling Trophy for the 
overall winners in Grand Prix races 
for four-wheelers. Kamlesh, who 
clocked 54 min 30 sec, however, was 
lucky in that both Sunil and Sri 
Kanthan, who were in the lead for 
the major part of the race, packed 
up one after the other. Homi Corn- 


shot into the lea;d onoe again, 
Jehangir’s car, prepared by Srikanth 
Shah, had more power and started 
closing the gap with Aspy's. But there 
were only four laps to go and Aspy 
won for the second year, with Jehan- 
gir coming second, just one second 
behind at the end of the 25 laps. 
Once again the Bombay boys proved 
that as far as Indian Fiats are con-'' 
cerned, they are the best. The third 
place also went to Bombay’s Vimal 
Shah. 

With no super stars in the Open 
Class drama, the race lacked charm. 
Gondall, who had appeared in a 
sprint event before the Grand Prix, 
lapped only once and coolly went 
back to the pits with his engine’s 
main bearings seized. Karivardhan, 
with a highly modified Datsun, was 
doing impre.ssivc cornering all 
through the race. A. D. Jayram, in 
his Jayram Special, came into the pit 
on the seventh lap with a broken 
engine mounting, but the mechanics 
under his supervision tied up the 
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missaria and Saboo were second and 
third, respectively, in this race. 

In the Ganapathy Iyer Grand Prix 
Rolling Trophy, the encounter bet¬ 
ween Aspy Dalai and Jehangir JMiar- 
ucha left the people guessing about 
the outcome. Botli the competitors 
were going bumper to bumper -- it 
did not matter whether they were 
at a bend on a .straight. Jehangir 
was taking full advantage of the slip 
stream behind Aspy and, on the 19th 
lap, overtook Aspy with extra hidden 
power. Jehangir, who was out to in¬ 
crease the lead, was unfortunate 
when on the 20th lap, he spun on 
the first U bend and Aspy, who vras 
cjlose took, ; advantage and 


engine with nylon strings on the 
chassis. In the proc'ess, Jayram had 
lust a lot of time and was behind his 
nearest rival by two laps. Jayram, 
however, re-entered the race, gave a 
hot chase and came back to his 
original placing by the 16th lap be¬ 
hind Karivardhan. On the 23rd lap, 
Karivardhan’s Diitson's bonnet flew 
off and on the next lap his engine 
stalled, leaving Jayram to finish before 
him. 

By the time the Grand Prix was 
half-way through, the stand-s were al¬ 
most empty. The total Grand Prix for 
cars did not attract much response;, 
nor did it have the class. 

BHARAT PAREKH. Sholavaram 
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Rural meet 
comes of 
age 

''rUE ioru ALLJNDIA RUBAL 
R m««t witaeiwed tremewlou* pomp 
and pageantry at tta« BralimanaiKia 
Hedui fiaolum, Guntur (Andbra Erar 
dean) early thia montR Over a 
thouaaad competltom, oAdda and 
newamen from 16 Statea and four 
Union Territoriea, partidpated in tba 
meet. Starting witn a riot of colour, 
sky dlvera, hre'Worka, cultural diapiay, 
booming of guna and tb« unpreaaive 
march peat ot athletes from the 
ditteient btatea In a Kaleidoaoope ot 
riotously colourful costumes which 
marked the opening of the ftve^ay 
tteata—the theme of which was 
begin unity, friendship ami aoMarlty’ 



ChandraMkhar---4OV0t0d doubl4, JO 
km and 20 km 


-tile partiopanta ended the meet lu 
the same apirlt as they ^an, of 
dedication, devotion and nard work. 

What is the dominant note of a 
rural sports meet? And why is it 
conducted? According to the director 


of NbNlS, Peciala. Or H. L. Anand: 
‘To bring our young boys and girls 
from the rural areas together, to get 
to know each other, to partiopirte in 
■ports competitions with the aim of 
achieving cxoeUeaos, to help tto 
orgamsen and rapresentativu of 
nationals ^rta federationa concern* 
ud to spot talent and to nurture it 
through training on sclentiac tinea in 
the rural area, where 80 % of our 
population Uvea*' 

Did they achieve anything of thia 
In the Guntur meet? Yea. nia was 
the 10th meet of its kind and whs 
conducted by the Andhra Pradesh 
Sports Council under the able steward* 
8 ti.p ot their eeaetan A. S* V. 
Piasad, It won praise from all 
cornera, Including the partlcipanta. 
the large crowds at the stadium 
nerved to encourage the young aports* 
men and women who had hitherto felt 
crowds were the monopoly of cricket. 
An official Mid . "We never expected 
such CTowds." 

The Keralltei. who dominate open 
■thletioa everywhere, failed misershly 
They were relegated to the third 






plciu in Uie imot *But we are pioud 
btcciui>c of oui >;irls was the onb 
one who treatid a new meet re«ord 

in broad jump—in the hve day 
Died, * said the managei of the 77 
luinlxi Kt raid cxintingent which m 
I iudf d SIX ofiiaals Ihe gnl who 
biok< Punjab’s Paiamjit Kuui’s 
thiee year old recoid us shcrle\ K 
Mannuai ot St Oiorge s High Sihoot, 
who (dine out of her huim town loi 
the lust ume to paitn-yate lu « 
nidj ji niet-l She Uapt to 5 19 iiiclics 
the old itvoid being 4/0 m<.tU's 

1 pi, lining the teuSP s j>ooi pcrfor 
nianti the Kerala numager said 
*W( tailed because v>i wife unable 
to (onduct the preparatory (Xiacbing 
lamp toi the meet due to lack ol 
funds riie btaP Sports Council 
an ariged a last minute four day 
coaching camp at Trivandrum In 
that short penod> it is difficult for 
any coach assess the performance 
of a boy or a girl ’* 



mg n gold si\ Silver and seven 
bron/i’ only because of champion 
Bihar s last mmute withdrawal, their 
manage r, Ranji^ Smgh Grcwal said 
‘It is our tool confidonce elegance 
imi skill that fMiugbt us gloiy, not 

iiwl>od> lbs lu k ’ 

I /\1)JN(, iKOM Jill STAR I 
Hlu Xndhi i boys - - V V 
Bhaskir M M Milomon N Anand 
Kuinai and I) Mm all Mohan — 
won the 'i tOOiii nlay finishing in 
i Mi II and Punjab (3 ni 

ti ) ( « (Olid Howeier 

Punjab ‘‘K u» i the basketball 
champiorrhips ti both boys and 
^uls (I. l< aiiRr, \udhia Pradesh and 
hiidid lespictivcly The Andhra 
bov'* deseived vutory, but then 
stamina (oi the lack of it) came lU 
thni way A wm in this meet 
would have done a world of good 
tor the playeis, who were awestruck 
by the strongei sides 

Tariirnu and Kashmir had the du¬ 
bious distinction of missing the 
inaMtnunt sitters — six - because 


ol misunderstanding in the boys* 
hotkey Imal against Madhya Pi a 
desh ITie J and K boys tried then 
Uvil best to win the ciucial m itch 
I ven by using dirty tactics of 
lobust stick work But the MP lads 
with then skill, quick pas^vc^ and 
bodutitul stick woik, deserved the 
vKtory lh«\r centretorward and 
skipper TgnaiJoiis Lakra, who im 
piessed the 15 000-strong crowd at 
the stailium scored the first goal in 
the 63id minute and bred the second 
sdivo a second before the final 
whistle 

Despitf the all round smiles of 
success, there was one sad note 
longdistance lunner Sambaiah’s 
caiiei seemed le continue to be a 
talc of missed chances lie was 
twice unlucky when he lost two gold 
medals to Chandiasekhar of Kama 
taka ip the 10 and 20 km race When 
bporUworld asked him why he lost, 
he said “Because ot my poor 
finish.” 

M S SHANKAR Guntur 
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NATIONAL SNOOKER 

Man- 

Chanda 

again 

a'llfc: 2GI1! NAIIONAL SQUASH 
I thiiiiipionship onre aijain con 
lirnied thiii I he. iwo warhoi\s<is oi 
Indian squash, Ma|or VUij Maruiiaiidn 
*aud Anil J^ui ky' Na>ar still lead tin 
field by a distanct! The champion 
ship also proved, however, that there 
‘is no dearth of talented younijsters 
who, given the right oppuitunity, 
could help raise the standard of 
vsquash in the country in the nol-loo* 
di tant future. 

Nayar started a strong favourite. 
He came to Calcutta confident, riding 
the (Test of three wins over Man- 
chanda in the last two months. By 
his own admission he is stronger now 
than hr has been at an^y' time in the 
last three years, particularly when 
playing in the World Amateur cham¬ 
pionship 79 in Australia, where he 
went as India’s no 1, he extended the 
then world no I Atlas Khan of 
Pakistan to five games. 

Hl.s passage to the finals of this 
tournament only confirmed the im¬ 
pression most pundits had that he 
was unbeatable this year. He played 
spectacular aggressive squash parti¬ 
cularly in the semifinals against 
Captain Vikas Kapoor, the best re 
triever of the ball in the country 
today, and possibly the fittest. After 
an early 2-4 deficit, Nayar using iii- 
crediWy powerful and aggress'ive 
strokes reeled 13 points in a row. He 
had won the fir*t game at 9-4 and 
was leading 6-0 in the second befon' 
Kapoor could score a point. This was 
Nayar at his aggressive best and the 
momentum from that burst was 
enough to carry him to a comfortable 
3-0 win. In all fairness to Kapoor, 
h« played only as well as he wa& 
allowed to play. 

Haj Manchanda is the very opposhe 
of Nayar. On c^ourt be is a picture 
of cool determination, he hits all hi. 
strokes with a deft underspiii and 
more often than not. prefers to loft 
the liall deep in the corners. Behind 
this cool facade lies a shrewd tactical 
brain and a gritty competitor, who 
has consistently outplayed all opposi¬ 
tion except Nayar during the la.st 
three years. 

He subtly changes the pace ol a 
rally by taking the ball early and 
placing it into the gaps, he is not 
averse to gently lobbing the ball back 
along the wall when in trouble, en¬ 
couraging his opponent to go for 
another winner. He himself vei\ 
rarely hits outright winners. It suits 



Manchanda—slow but steady 


his purpose better if his opponent 
gets to his placements, but too late 
to disguise his return and kill. He 
is always making his opponent run 
and hit. run and hit, until he has 
drawn the sting from his game, 

after which it is a matter of time 
And that is exactly what he did to 
Nayar in a fascinating four game 

final. 

'YHE FIRST GAME WAS THE 

most crucial. It lasted 35 

minutes and produced some of the 
best squash of the match. Nayar. 
confident, aggressive, willing to take 
risks set the pace. Manchanda just 
stayed with him and waited for the 
mistake. The tactics paid off initial¬ 
ly to enable Manchanda to take a 
5-1 lead. Nayar, however, tightened 
his game and fought his way back 
to 5-5 but three careless strokes in¬ 
cluding a mis hit return of serve put 
the patient Manchanda Cup 8-5. 
Nayar was not finished. Three Man- 
chanda mistakes helped him level 
8-8 and a missed drop shot coupled 
with a powerful forehand cross-court 
which caught Manchanda moving the 
wrong way gavp Nayar the first game 
at tO'8. It had produced everything, 
breathless rallies, incredible gets. 



Anil Almjor int 


superb winners and above all, exci¬ 
ting finish. 

The second game produced mor^ 
of the same. Manchanda was more 
determined, less prone to errors and 
Nayar was having to work harder for 
his points. Also, the first game seem¬ 
ed to have taken a lot out of Nayar 
because he had lost the edge. He 
was not as sharp and he seemed to 
be slightly sluggish in reaching for 
his gets. That was all Manchando 
wanted to win the game at 9-5 and 
level the match. 

In the third game Manchanda was 
in total command, he relentlessly 
made Nayar move all over the court, 
and a stunned audience watched him 
wrap up the game at 9-0. And in the 
final game Nayar could salvage only 
three points and Manchanda had 
won his third consecutive national 
championship. 

1 had asked Manchanda in the 
showers that morning whether ho 
was confident of winning it again. 
“Well, I’m confident of doing my 
best,” he had replied. His best was 
certainly good enough. 

While these two dominate Indian 
squash, other possible contenders for 
national honours in the near future 
are not far behind. Of these, Capt, 
Kapoor and Ananth Nayak, who lost 
to Manchanda 3-0 in the semi-finals, 
and who Nayar teels is the fittest 
player in India today are perhaps 
the most promising. Ex-international 
Sali Cohab, if he recovers fully from 
a knee operation, c^ould also be a 
force to reckon with. 

Calcutta, too has a bright crop of 
youngsters led by Ali Khan, who 
caused the first upset of the tourna¬ 
ment by beating seventh seeded M. 
Meyappan, 3-0 in the third round and 
was subsequently awarded the most 
promising player award. 

The ladies championship was won 
for the fourth consecutive year by 
Delhi’s Bhuveneshwari Kumari who 
beat Honey Sharman (Delhi) in three 
close games. In the Juniors, Havin- 
der Mallik (Delhi) beat Alok Shriram 
,(Delhi) 3-0. Youug Shriram impres- 
jsed with his clean and intelligent 
jStrokes but he must improve bis 
speed and stamina. 

An interesting event of the tour¬ 
nament was the Anal of the veterans 
where N. N. Atali the president of 
the SRFI faced Dorab Adenwalla a 
one-handed player who had upset 
top-seeded Major A. R. S. Murthy in 
the semi-finals. It was amazing to 
watch these veterans, both past ^ 
batting for every point. It was in¬ 
deed a lesson for the youngsters wat¬ 
ching. 

Calcutta's ever popular A. N. Fran¬ 
cis regained his national professional 
crown when he beat his traditional 
rival Shyamlal Verma (Rourkee) In 
three straight games in the final. 

AWl. RIKHYE, 


NATIONAL WEIGHT-LIFTING 

Railways 

top 

RECENTLY CONCLUDED NA- 
1 tional weightLfUng champion¬ 
ships, held from January 51 to tebru 
ary 3 at the holy aty of Varanasi 
saw, once again, a keen light for the 
team championship between arch 
rivals Railways, the reigning cham¬ 
pions, and Services. Both were run¬ 
ning neck to neck m the race until 
Dalbir Singh, in the above-100 kg class 
won the event and thus helped Rail¬ 
ways to keep the title toi another 
year. 

60.0 KG CLASS : B. K. Satpathy 

ot beivices, tdo leigiung cDampion m 
the class retained his title, but not 
beiore being stiongly challenged by 
Jagmohan Sapra ot Railways They 
hmsned with an identical snatch of 
lUO kg lUe clean and jerk became 
the deciding t actors Both opened 
their jerKs with an identical weight 
ot 12^:5 kg, but Satpathy succeed^ 
with the second trial of 127.5 kg 
which helped him win the title He 
a»so won the snatch and erk golds 
P Subraiiianiuni was placed tluid 
I he intei State gold “went to A- Ra- 
meshd oi Karnataka with a total 
weight ot 210 kg, silver to M Raja 
inani of lamil Nadu and the bron/f 
to N Pandey fMadhya Pradesh). The 
last two wcie lied at 207 5, but they 
wer< separated on body weights 

67.5 KG CLASS : The contest bet« 
ween Surya iiaiiadur ox Seivi<.e^, the 
tit,e hoiOcT and Arthur D’Souza nt 
Kariiatuka, a national champion Uui 
mg tae period 1075-76 was fought 
till the very end N K Pan, a young 
and tough liner troni the Servicxis 
also joined the fray and pul across a 
tremendous hght for the top spot, li 
was touch and go and it could have 
gone any way had the lifters suc¬ 
ceeded in their crucial and important 
bfts. Alter the snatch, Surya was 
leading and he maintained his posi 
tion till the end when, with a tola! of 
24/ o (100 snatch, 137.5 jerk) he won 
beating D Souza on 245 and Pan on 
242.5 The inier-Siate gold, however, 
went to D’Souza, the silver to J 
Sadhu Khan and the bronze to Jagsir 
Sing 11 

76 KG CLASS : A record was 

broKen in tne class when j. Mem a 
ol Railways, wuh a tine jerk, liiied 
153 Kg thus beaung the record held 
by K. Balamuruganaodan of lamil 
Naau ot 152 5 kg created in the Erna 
kulam Nationals m 19/b. He was head 
and shoulders above the rest in the 
cuss and did not have to strain much 
w take the gold* The mter-State title 
went to B, B. bmgh ot West Bengal, 
ihc sliver to Babu of Tamil 

tte iBOflie to another Ta- 


62.6 KG CLASS : P. Keshavan. the 

reigning uikuupiou, had lo niaive way 
tor Jarnail Siiigh Main, u national 
ciiampiun in the heavyweight clas:>, 
wno lud moved into this class this 
year. He took the gold with a total 
ot 262 0 (112 5 snatch. 15U jeik) bea 
bng Keshavan on 255 (115 snatch 

Hu jeiK). Paramjeet Singh thrilled 
the crowd with his unique pertor 
mance. He wa* unlucky as he sue 
ceeded omy with the opening jerk ot 
135 and tailed twice with 140. He 
completed with a total ol 255. but 
came third due to body weight 7 he 
mtei State placmgs also went m the 
same fashion 

M.0 kg : TaU. fair and 

hanodome V. K Daroga, junior natio 
nai champion in 197/ m the middle 
weight Class and the current national 
champion in the same class won the 
gold with a total ot 285 kg and sent 
into oblivion two records in snatch 
and total for the second spot 
there was a fierce battle between Tara 
Singh and Rajb.r Singh Both tied 
w.th 260 poinu, but Tara clinched 
yie silver on body weight The intei- 
State gold went to Tara with 260 
pomu, silver to Jaspal Singh with 
242 5 and bronze to L Jeevanandan 
with 235. 

100 KG CLASS : Tall and hunky 
Ramesh Kumar of Services, a natio 
nai champ.on m 1972 at Indore and 
the current champion of the class, 
was outstanding among the 15 con 
tenders He opened his bid for the 
title with a snatch of 110 kg and 
subsequently executed two more sue 
cesstul snatches with 117 5 and 122 5 
kg He succeeded with his opening 
jerk of 140 kg and made a jump of 
7 5 kg in the second trial and execu¬ 
ted the same weight of 147 5 in the 
hiidl ti idl 11c won the rluss with .i 
toial of 270 kg (122 5 snalcu 147 5 
jrrk) There was a ding dong battle 
toi the second berth between two 
Rahwa\mcn K K. Pakkira and N. K 
IJdro^a Daroga irted with a mode 





rate ‘>naUh ot 107 5 kg to that of 
Pdkkira s opening snatdi of 115 kg, 
but hnishtd with 117 5 to Pakkira'6 
120 Both of them started with 140 
kg in clean and jerk However, Pa- 
kVira made a jump ot 7 5 kg in the 
second tnal He won the silver with 
a total of 260 (120 snatch 140 jeik)« ' 
Daroga made a strategic jump of IS 
kg in the second trial to clinch the 
fust place He. however, tailed twto 
and was pushed to the third spot wtia 
a total of 257 5 (117 5 snatch 140 

jcik) In a keen tussle for the inter 
State gold, Vinish Kumar Tyagi of 
Uttar Pradesh beat Bhagwan Das of 
Rajasthan with a difference of 2 5 kg. 
The bronze was collected by Pradip 
Mondal of West Besga! 

ABOVE 100 KG CLABS : In the 

toughest class of all. eight giants 
fought foi supiemacy. K was even¬ 
tually won by Dalbii Singh of Rail- 
ways, the junior national champion 
in 1970, d national champion thiicein 
the peroid 1973-75 and an Arjuna 
Award winnci He also shattered a 
record with a snatch of 135 kg thus 
bettering his own mark of 132 5 kg 
created at the Bangkok Asian Games* 
He opened his bid in the snatch with 
120 kg made a jump of 10 kg and 
did excellently Tn his third trial, he 
made the record snatch of 135 kg. 
He did a jerk of 155 ahd wun the 
class with a total of 290. He took 
j 165 in the second trial to try and 
break his own record, but tailed. 

I Ouruswaniy of Serviies, a silver 
j medallist m 1973. bionze in 74 and 
I vigdin a silver In ’76, took the second 
plate with) a total of 270 (120 snatch 
150 jerk) Jogindoi Singh of Punjab 
took the third position with a total 
ot 2bU fllO snatch 150 )erk) Adi 
ham, the reigning champion ot this 
class who had a sdatch of 125. failed 
to hold 160 kg m the opening lerk 
and sustained an injury, and was thus 
not able to take furthei part in the 
championship The mtei State gold 
was annexed by Joginder Singh, the 
silver went to Mohmd< i jeet Smgh of 
Punjab and the bron?c* to K Raghu 
Shetty oi Karnataka As in several 
' other classes, the spots weic decided 
i by body weights, as both Mo hinder^ 

; ject and Shetty had the same numbei 
of points 

The Burdwan Challenge Shield (the 
symbol ol supremacy) went to the 
Railways with a total of 140 points 
trom tour gold, four silver and two 
bronze Runners up Services got the 
Kali Ganguly Shield with 139 joints 
from tour gold, two silver and five 
bronze Tamil Nadu came third with 
ju^t 58 points It shows the gulf ot 
difference between the institutions 
and the States. 

For the Kuppuswamy Naidu Shield 
(Inter-State) there was a fight between 
Tamil Nadu, the ultimate winneis, 
With 110 Joints trom one gold, four 
Silver and two bronze, and Punjab, 
who won the M. R. Saigal Memorial 
Shield with 101 points from four 
golds, three silver and one bronze 

V. NAGRAJ, Varanasi 
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THE KNOCKDOWN : Reignirua world heavyweight champdcn Larry Hobnes in told to go to hm corner by 
referee Ray Slots after he had knocked down challenger Lorenzo Zanan in the sixth round cm Fcbnuiry 3 
in the Caesar Palace at Las Vegas. Holmes retained kis WBC title. 
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36 STILL THE CHAMPION! : Handlers and friends Z.*.NON SCORES : Zanon lands a left to the head of 
crowd around heavyweight champion Holmes after he champion Larry Holmes in an early rotauU 
won his title fight against 'Zanon, 
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RIGHT TO HEAD Holmes lands a mght 
the head of 7anon during thetr txtle fight 


I ITLb HETAJNED Dutch boxer Rudy Koopmans (nearest 
camera) recetves a blow from Italian Enu> CometH dur- 
Eurojwm light heavyweight title bout held in 
Rotterdam recently. The Dutchman retamed his tUle by 
bMtino the Itahan in 12 brwsing rounds in the Rotterdam 
Ahoy Sports stadium 


READY FOR THE FIGHT Glasgow's Jtm WaU, the world Ughtwetght champion who has agreed to defend his 
i dle agamst Charlie Na sh, the European champion. The fight takes place on March 14 ^ is 
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(lopnm in Mosnm De-iucs at (OlJNIiy'>WN hOR WiNTBR O/V MP/C S Greek actress Mo^ethou 

Ifn nmir( arc bcmq tisteii in pre as a prte^essi lu^hU the Olympic flame at tis home m (wrpe< e on 
paralion for tht summer Olympic Januaiy 30 The flame ua^ then carrud over to lake PUlckL New 
gariu s York for the I3th winter Olymptes b(tnq held from I ehruary H 23 


I Rl PARA! ION iiOlNlf /V Maim Moschcjliou, handmq oi *n thi Olxrmpir flami to the ftr^t runmr durtnq thi 
rural uluarsal 








j rtf the 50 metres for 

(,r<tubl. frunro </n i eo ..^,^„c t/PS FOR ROYAI H 

f Franfc 


. ,,,Arks N(U /f’atand rannq 

iiiAOFny ON JRAtR^ of jh< '<;;/ 

SL.n. .1 ic rortng at AucUa^ 

Jh of flie mt^mafKirwi o MUlei* 

rmind or ' « P, bruurv 3 Mtu^ 

N,nu /f “'""‘L, j romrui sion tuhen h? Wt a 

arm coTTter 

driiM RollengottfT ot tnc f"^ 


OPS PO« -"r ' 

Monaco smwlcs ii>*Oi a shc^n pr,^,eUbr^ti 
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Cooch Behar ties : 

No enterprise 

i LUCKNOW: Some good Indivi- 
dual purformuna;^ apart, the 
lnU*r-Zone schools crUket matches 
for the Cooch Behar trophy which 
concluded hero recently, did not 
really come up to the expected 
level, rntorprisc, in particular, 
was ronspifuously Idcklng in all 
the teams, whith hud us their sole 
aim the first inninas lead 

Making u bid to retain the trophy 
the jitukch for the North Zone 
boys were fairly high, and probably 
realising this they went into bat. 
after skipper Raju Sethi called 
ronectly, to pile up us many 
runs as possible, time being of little 
roribiderulion. They had placed 
themselves in u reasonably good 
position with 204 runs lor the 
loss of four wickets by the end 
of the first day 

At diaw of stumps on the third 
day, It looked as if North had 
the trophy in their''bag. West had 
lost five wickets for 206 runs, 
requiring 196 runs for the vital 
first innings lead, North having 


finished with 401. Howeveri this 
virtually hopeless situation of 
defeat was transformed into a 
match-saving one. And the batsman 
who brought about this for West 
Zone was their wicket-keeper. 

Kiran More. In a remarkable 
display of patience and dogged 
determination* he remained at the 
crease for about 20 mmutes on 
the third day and throughout on 
the final day to ensure that his 
team played out time and shared 
the trophy. 


North's entry into the final was 
more or less like a gift from the 
Central Zone skipper Semjay 
Muokhvi. In the semi-final, hla 
Inability to apply the pressure on 
North Zone, who had at one stage 
lost half their side for 131, by 
some Imaginative bowling changes 
was largely responsible for Ccncral's 
defeat. An off-spinner, Mudkhvi 
no doubt kept u nagging length 
but ho over-bowied himself—he 
brought himself on even with the 
new ball! —resulting in North 
scoring 199 for eight at draw of 
stumps on the first day and 
prolonging the innings by another 
32 runs on the second day. 
Moreover, he did not give a single 
over to the off spinner fiom U.P., 
Bhupinder Singh, who had a 
particularly good showing to his 
credit In the league matches. The 
stellar role in North's innings 
was once again played by Ruju 


SMthli Who wu u&lucky to miss 
bil century by five ruiu, 

Centrel Zone meiied up iMtteri 
further by their batting Uiie-up, 
aending aome of their bettor 
batsmen very low down. One of 
them was Bhupinder, a recognised 
bat, who was sent out sixth. Yet, 
he put up a gallant fight, helping 
to finish with 175 for six by the 
end of the penultimate day. He 
himself remained unbeaten with 63. 
However, Centrars fight ended In 
a whimper within 20 minutes of 
resumption on the third day 
and they were all out for IBI, 
Bhupinder being the last man out 
after scoring 67. 

West's victory over East in the 
other semi-final was far more 
comfortable. With a consistently 

g ood performance by all their 
atsmen, they scored 296 in the 
first innings. For the extiemely 
brittle batting of East Zone, this 
was a tall order, and they could 
manage only 181, 82 of which 
were scored by opener Mukherjee. 
Rajeswai Dani, the Aryan Club 
player, who virtually single- 
handed carried his team into the 
semi finals with a sparkling 171 
against South Zone in the quarter 
finals, did not strike form in this 
match. West's off-spinner sent ^he 
East batsmen reeling with a spell 
of six for 67 in 20 overs. 



i-NP4a 


40 


PRODUCT 







Crossword 


r 

Gridman 
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I A ball thift Is stroked or batted at 
the instant it rebounds from the 
ground (4-6) 

S Car driven by him has better value 
In the second-hand market (5) 

e The position of a skier leaning 
forward from the ankles, usually 
without lifting the heels from the 
skis (7) 

10 Metrical feet (5) 

II When the No 3 batsman takes 
guard (3, 4) 

12 Sets of boys who habitually play 
together (5) 

14 Subject of conversation (5) 

17 A succession of fast and hard 
punches by one boxer against 
another (7) 

to A stringed musical Instrument (5) 

20 If one Is out of the —. one has 
no chance of winning (7) 

22 One of the two straps by which 
horse draws vehicle (5) 

23 fn football, tennis, cricket, etc 

there Is a *-(4, 2, 4) 

DOWN 

1 In ice hockey, impeding a player 
with the stick from behind (7) 

2 He plays between the striker and 
the defender (7) 

3 Italian composer of operas and 
church music (5) 

4 A friendly word of address (3) 

5 Serious and Intense (7) 

6 The most powerful piece in chess 
( 5 ) 

7 To knock out an opponent (4) 

11 A card game (5) 

13 Ability to withstand prolonged 
physical strain (7) 

15 A form of bagatelle (7) 

18 This book contains recipes (7) 

17 If it la ':«trlctly for the —, it Is 

worthICaS, ridiculous, etc. (5) 

IS One of the scoring areas of a 
circular target (4) 

13 it is passed from one runner to 

^ the next in a relay race (6) 

21 Qlrl O) 

next^weiffc) 


Question box 


lAnswers by Sudhir Vaidyn 


ATTENTION READERS 

Entries for Question Box must 
etthet be written on the back of 
a post card or pasted an it, 
marked ‘QuestionB()x'\ and sent 
to SPOBTSWORf D 6 PrafuHa 
Sarkar Street Calcutta 700 001 
Entries sent in inland letters or 
envelopes will not be enter 
tamed 

Further since we receive a 
regular Hoad ol entries readers 
must be prepaied to wait tor a 
minimum at two months before 
their queries can be answered 
Editor 


S. K. Nagaraj, Bangalore. 

Q : Who has taken maximum wick¬ 
ets In a Test innings 7 
A: Jim Laker of England has taken 
all the 10 wickets, that a bowler can 
capture in an innings, in the second 
innings of the 4th Test against 
Australia at Manchester in 1956. 

R. R. Chander, Nandinl. 

Q: What is the maximum number 
of wickets that have fallen for zero 
m a Test innings 'i 
A : As many as five batsmen were 
out for zero in an innings on 17 
occasions England's batsmen three 
times Australia’s five times, South 
Africa's twice. West Indies’ twice, New 
Zealander’s thrice, and Indian's twice 
A maximum of four batsmen from 
Pakistan were dismissed “without 
score" on two occasions. 


Shailesh Varu, Jamshedpur. 

Q: Who IS the bowler of whom Sir 
Garry Sobers hit six sixes in an over '> 
A: Sir Garry Sobers of West 
Indies, while playin^'^ for Nottingham¬ 
shire in County Cricket in England hit 
M A Nash of Glamorgan for sixes off 
all tho SIX delivorios of his 6-balt ov&r 
at Swansea in 1960 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 46 
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Ratal! Chopra, Now DaHif. 

Qi How many runs did Sir Donald 
Bradman of Australia score in his first 
and last Test Innings ? 

A : Sir Donald Bradman of Australia 
scored 18 runs In his very first Test 
Innings at Brisbane in the 1st Test 
against England In 1928-29 and in his 
valedictory appearance in the 5th Test 
against England at The Oval in 1948. 
he was out for a zero — bowled by 
Erie Hollies off tho very second ball 
received by Bradman. 

K. Das Gupta, Calcutta. 

Q: What is a ‘tie’? Is Brisbane 
Test the only TIE’ in Test history 7 

A: When the scores of both the 
innings of the two sides are equal at 
the conclusion of play, the match is 
considered as having ended In a 'tie', 
and in other words, ‘DRAWN’. The 
first Test between Australia and West 
Indies played at Brisbane in 1960-61 
IS the only Tost in the history, which 
ended in a ‘tie’. 

Ravi Ra| Pranami, Indora. 

Q: What are the birth-dates of 
Dilip Ooshi, Shivtal Yadav, Roger 
Binny. Narasimha Rao and Sandeep 
Patll 7 

A: Dilip Doshi was born on 
December 22, 1947, ShIvlal Yadav was 
born on January 26. 1957. Roger Binny 
was born on July 19, 1955, Narasimha 
Rao was born on August 11, 1954, and 
Sandeep Path on August 18, 1956 
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QUESTIONS 


P LLOWING ARE (A) THE ACTUAL 
or familiar names or surnames of 
some well-known sportsmen and 
(B) some hints about each of them. 
Give the complete names and connect 
appropriately. 

A 

(1) Gary (2) Jerry (3) Steve (4) Neil 
(5) Ryan (6) Viktor (7) Tahl (0) Maso- 
pust (9) Jimmy (10) Tracey 

B 

(1) He won a record sixteen handball 
titles. 

(2) Australian erjeketer 

(3) She IS a world record holder in 
swimming 

(41 Famous tennis player who died 

last year. 

(5) He became European Footballer 
of (he Year 

(6) Internationally famous chess 
Grandmaster. 

17) Famous gymnast who won the 
combined exercises gold medals 
at the 1952 and 1956 Olympic 
Games 

(8) Heavyweight boxer 
(9) Reputed professional golfer, 
noi M or key who has made a big 


ANSWERS 

Aaoeu) GSOIV 
•(sqooer Aujoiir) t96V '(isndose^ 
fesof) SQfiV ‘(iMCi 1'^U^‘W) 90ZV 
‘(uiiegiirgo JopiiA) Z09V 
MieqBZ'IT) t^09V (OXMEH l‘^N) 
•(uemneo axets) Ot0€V ‘(Ajjeno 
AJJer) 892V ‘UoAeid Aib©) 601V 




Bridge 



Boris ScHap ro 

It you look at the North hands 

only ori the deal bebw wjuld yoi rather 
end in six no trumps or six hearts'^ It looks 
quite'"lose atj?diar end break defeats 
SIX no tru'ops wh le i 1 heart division 
would set f rr bleiT) n tl c so t slam 

♦ A j ir t «■ 

V 04 J 

V ^ 

djjk i 4 J 

4 O fw 1 
^ lOHh5 

♦ K 

AKJ9 
0 A 0 M08 
4 A K & 

South de^dt at love all and th s was the 
bidding at the first table 
SOUTH Wt^T NORTH 

2 4^ pass 2 i 

JO I 3 I 

3 NT pass 4 NF 

6 NT pass pa-js 

(North South were playing Ace showing 
responses to two clubs so North had to 
bid his spades a second time in order to 
show the suit) 

Against 6 N'* West led ^ 10 and there 
proved little that declarer could do 
He won In hand ar>d forced out the King 
of d amends but when the nine failed 
to drop he was a trick short It looks as 
though there should be a squeeze but 
declarer cannot rash all h s heart winnurs 
before making 4 A and East is in no 
trouble foi discards 

At the other tabk" the h dding followed a 
different route 




FAST 
pabS 
[ ass 
pass 
pass 


SOUIH 

WFsr 

NOR rn 

EAST 

24 

pass 

-^4 

pass 

30 

pass 

3 Nr 

pass 

4^ 

pass 


pass 

6C7 

pass 

pa ^ 

pass 

Normally 

support for 

partner s 

second 

suit would bp based 

on four card-* but I 


North aigund tf at it he had held four 
heaits he would have shown thorn ovr r 
three diamonds and so his raise was 
known to be ba:>ed on Ihiee to an ^ or'our 
Again the lead was 4 10 ^nd derlarer 
won M ha id He cashed 0 A or d let 
0 0 run t ) Fast b K ng A trump cam*^ 
back aid South won in hand As the 


cards lay all his problems would have 
been solved if he had led 0 8 
hand - West would show out and the 
diamond could be safely ruffed low 
However South was concerned about 
what to do if West followed suit - should 
he ruff high or low in dummy? After some 
thought declaier decided to by pass the 
problem He drew trumps and like his 
counterpart ended with onty eleven 
Irickb 

At trick ? South should have led O 0 
not O A East wins with 0 ^ but now 
South can ruff 0 8 low on the lable with 
a rriuch reduced chance of an overruff 
last week s quiz at love afl South holds 
4K0 10‘^<?J10 90K10 844AO 
He opens one diamond and North 
respond® one heart South rebids one 
spade and North bids two diamonds It 
looks tempting with a double guard m 
clubs to try 2 NT but this woufd be a 
distinct oveibid However South is 
worth a mild effort and two hearts aeerns 
best 

This weeks quiz at love all m a pairs 
competition South holds 4 A K fa 
^10 630 AJ5 10 8 3 He opens 
cne Club North forces with two spades 
and South raises to three spades Now 
North bids 5 NT (the grand slam force) 
If looks easy but take your time -■ what 
should South bid now? 


Chess 


Clarkff 

Karpov 8 amazingly consistent record 
over the last few years was marred to 
some extent by his performance m the 
big international tournament m Lenin 
Q^ad in July he lost two games (to 
Taimanov and Belyavsky) and had to be 
content with shanng fourth place with 
Vaganian behind Romanishm Tal and 
bmyolov Well, no one can win every 
time and what the fano missed in 
Karpov s play they found in that of Tal 
who finished with a run of four straight 
wins in sp te of a bout of sickness 
In his younger days the Rigan grand 
imaster scored most of his full points by 
means jf direct attacks but now he 
shows a much greater versatil ty in the 
following game for instance he pro 
vokes his opponent into attacking him 
and then beats oft the assault w th his 
usual tartKal skill 

Wh tr Mikhail Tal, Black Oannady Kus- 
min. Riiy Lopt? (Loningrad 1977 ) 

1 a4. a«, 2 Ktn, Ktc« 


4 •bS.af; 

5 Ba7. 

7 BbS. (M; 

» h3, KtaS; 

11 d4. Qc7. 

13 c X d, Ktal; 
IS BaS. a4; 


4 Ba4, KIM 
• Rat. M 
i e3.M 
10 Bca.aS 
IS Ktbdt, a M d 
14 Ktbl. al 
10 Ktbdt. Ktb4 


Accordiro tho theorists 16 Be6 gives 
better prospects of equalising 

17 Bbl. Bd7; 10 a3. KteO 

10 Bd3. KtaS: 30 Ral, Qbi 

21 QaS, RaO, tS Ret, BdO 

23 d X a . . . 

Ttio gamp Penrose Haygaith Oxford 1967 
coni nopd 23 Red Ob7 24 d x q d x e 25 Rc6 
and Wh te maintained hie initiativo 

23 . d X a; 24 BeS .. . 

Ihiji I«ad5 ^0 very sharp play The Biihop now 
Lontfols b4 but not f4 

24 . . KthS: 20 o7. Rat 

20 KthO, RhO; 27 KtgO, RgO 

20 Kh2, BoS, 20 QtS. QdO 

hjzmin IS drawn on by ideas of attacking the 
White King Better, however, was 20 B x d2 
30 R X d2 Ktb3 31 Rc2 B x g4 

30 Rdl, Ktf4, 31 Kt x all. R x al 

32 0 X 14, KtcO. 33 Ba3 . . . 

It 33 t X e*) then 33 Kt x o'} 34 Oe2 Bf4 f 

35 Khl Oh4 yields Black a winning attack 

33 . .. BhO, 34 B X aO. B X cO 

30 f X aS, P x d3: 30 Ktfl, Bf4 t 

37 B xf4, Raalont 

Compatitlon 0340. Solut on next woph 
B lack 


Mill if 

HI HIHIJIK 


mm ail 4 A BBi 

!I®P_ 
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,< 3 ?iag . 

m m 


liH 


\t 


Wh te 

White drnouncpcf mate n sx 

Solution to 0345 (Popov<Ryumln, Moacow, 
1020). (rT/IbbSplk/p1n2rpp 1p1q4/1PpP4/ 
P3BNP1;3QBPKP R3R3 Black to play ) 

Ryumin demonatratfd Ah te s vu nnrability at 
f3 finishing the ga nu ttl as *oiiow 26 
R X 131 27 B X (3 0 X t3 4- 28 K x tl Kt x d44 
29 Kg4 B^8 i ^ Kh4 
Problam No 1008 5olu^ on next week 
P, Potkov (First Pr le Probiipmisia 1962) 
(182R82/K3Ppb1 iPikpIrl/2p3H/281RP2/ 
1p8b/0/0Q1 - 10 whita men, 0 black.) 

White to play ai d mare in three moves 
Solution to No 1007 (Popov). (0/1K4a1/ 
1B3QSl/0p1/4k3'Tr/lR4/B - mato In two.) 
1 Rf2 (threat 2 Od4) fa) 1 Rdl 2 Oe5 (b) 
1 Kd5 2 0^6 ( ) 1 Rfl 2 0 X f3 (d) 
1 Sf6 2 0 X 16 Tho sot defences have new 
mates and the set males are transferred to 
new defences 
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The seieiie^ifild iir«iM|iiit^ 

Kfishn#wUlhea 
vdtnese to a mei^iiflceirt cbai^^ 

To Rai^nr. 


That's vight. The first ever Thermal iTimtof Karnatiria^ wfll demdVt, 
Raidunr into a new centre of activtto. As the men and madiMK 
move* they will help build a plant. And a fiiture. So that our llvei , 
couM be more meaningful. 



A total of 420 MW of Power from RaichunMien the} Stage Is 
comidete. To add to the power from Sharfhiati, atadrat^ 
Kahnadt. And many more to follow » Cmwva, VlvaH Sitdtl,.|e 
mention a few. > 


Ml because we woidd like yonr life to tie hivpier 
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Need we say more? 
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Letters to the Editor 


Still more 
coverage 
to 

cricket ? 

W HEN WILL OUR IAN 
dtiL uickel lovers ho 
Satiated and stop demand- 
inM more coverage to trie 
k( I in ^rorUiLorld thin at 
piesint ’ When will th s( 
lovers realise that their 
fanatiusni is leading to the 
detenoratjon of otlicr sports'^ 

In any couritiy the deve 
lopuicnt, populaiity and 
btaodaid ot peituiniance in 
any sport depends to a 
great extent on the coveiago 
It receives in the various 
mass media Utiloi lunately, 
our two most ctlecUve flu 
tional mass media the radio 
and the television vie with 
each othci in giving maxi 
mum coverage to cricket 
only whereas in fact they 
should act as a promoter of 
every sport 

I he handy explanation Is 
that cnckel is the most po 
pulai game and it sells well 
I do not deny that and ob 
viously neither do you for 
m a lecent inteiview to an 
emineat weekly you said as 
much But despite the big 
weighlage that ^voitswonld 
gives to cncket it is the on 
ly sports magazine m our 
country today that has deft 
ed the trend by giving ex¬ 
tensive coverage to other 
games and stayed well in 
business also — a coimnen 
dable feat indeed 
Every other sport and 
game has millions of follow¬ 
ers Those who follow them 
also want to read and 
know more about their 
favourite sport But unfor¬ 
tunately our mass media 
with their lopsided coverage 
has relegated these games to 
‘also rans* What a sad reven 
sal of position in terms of 
w’orldwide popularity! 

J N KAR, 

Naqpur 

/OUR MAGAZINE IS DO 
mg a lot to promote the 
cause of sports in India. The 
wide coverage that you give 
in your magazine to all 
games IS nullt i>8cundas But, 
unfortunately, some of oui 


friends have raised th( 
bogey ot “wide covci tge to 
cricket“ Perhaps, tULy have 
not seen the inoie r(((^rit 
issm s of i>i>orliWorld I he 
mannei in which youi niiga 
zme dealt with tin ‘ Wimble 
don rair”ev(ik(d i\(i\ 
body’s admiiation I can d 
leady daip say that \oins is 
the only magazine th it ( m 
braces all games ahki Iht 
coverage of football, hockey 
etc IS also quite siz* able 
In all this, ciuket weighs 
more m terms of ircalmeat 
In your mag becauM uic 
kel kh played for days logc 
ther — three oi fi\e - uo 
like any other panu In the 
period, a lot of things happ 
en that need to be conveyed 
to the leaders Steondlv 
cnckc t ha > the in iximum 
number of speclalors and 
also news readers The appe 
tite lor cricket is both wide 
and vmed H iv ng Ihi^ ii\ 
mmd. magazioea which 
are nidiuJv rommcraal - 
give wide covi nge to cue 
ket All the sports ixiagazm 
es give wughlage to ci*ckot 
It IS not the case with 
Sporti>world only Hi iir 
more writing on ciicktt is 
justified 

RAvrrNDR\ r hmu 

Gadaq, Karnataka 

Selection muddles 

O NL CANNOl CONSlUtR 
the Indian cricket team 
as an ideal side because ot us 
limitations in bowling Now 
we have only four speualist 
bowlers in Kapil, Ghavri, 
Dcxdii and Yadav 1 caimot 
take the liberty of a seleo 
lor to consider Dtnoy as a 
medium pace bowlci as he 
bas not yet reacbed the 
standard of a lest bowler 
One shouldn’t forget that 
Bmny got his Test cap as an 
all rounder. He suGoeeded 
with the bat but not with 
the ball. So, there is no 
alternative but to ac 
cept the naked truth that 
we are running short of t 
speaahst bowler, vyhich will 
compel the four bowhis to 
overwork m the <i>r cut 
cenes It’s really unwaiUfu 
as we arc tremendously d. 
pending on the consioleucy 
of their fair performance 
The selectors should have 
an eclectic view leaving then 
ideahstic mooring The / 
should not imit'^tc tbt 
views of fcneign 
tors by mcludiog 7 I'" 

dium pacers in the IrdioJ 
Side when they l.»rgely df 
pend on the of iht 



j^piDne^s oa tbe slow Indian 
wickets. One should hope 
that the Indian side will 
5000 include an all-rounder 
who can spin the ball well, 
as we are trying to multiply 
the talents of Ghavri by in¬ 
viting him to bowl as a spip- 
ncr resulting in making 
less effective as a pacer. 
SAUL KVMAR BANERJEE, 
Calcutta 


YOGRAJ SINGH HAS 
shot into limelight by 
the virtue of his fine and 
hastile seam bowling against 
the Paks at Jaipur. Taking 
the two good wickets of Ma¬ 
jid and Miaadad he slaked 
his claims for a Test berth. 

Yograj should be given a 
chance to show his mettle 
against the tourists. Kapil 
and Yograj will form a 
fine duo and Ghavri will 
alwa.YS be there to chip in 
with his left-arm seam bowl* 
ing and spinners. From re¬ 
ports, it seems that Yograj 
is a hard-hitting batsman in 
the Kapil Dev mould. So 
the selectors should try him 
out and who knows he may 
be India Kapil Dev 11 1 

SOUl'JK BISWAS, 
CalcuUa. 


Rakesh Tandon 

W EIATEVER HAPPENED 
u> Kakesh I'andon, the 
leg-spinner from Bombay? 
The lanky bowler was tipped 
by mast of the “expert com¬ 
mentators” to be a worthy 
sucoessor of Chandrashekhar 
during the unofficial Test 
series against Sri Lanka. If 
I am not mistaken, he has 
not been even in tbe Bombay 
Ranji Tiophy team for quite 
a few years. 

A READER, 
Allahabad. 

Commentary system 


T he men who were 

selected by AIR for the 
running commentary of 
the Durand Cup final did 
not know that Pradip Chou- 
dhury and Piulu Choudhury 
are not the same person. 
They said: “Pradip Chou- 
dhui 7 , popularly known as 
Pintu Choudhury etc.” I 
would ask them to note that 
Samaicsh Choudhury, the 
wing-half of Mohammedan 
Sporting (who used to play 
for East B(*ngal previously) 
Is popularly known as Piotu 
Choudhury. The I’V com* 
rnentator.s also made ih^ 
same mistake. Last year, 
also, they made thLs mistake 
and so wc lislener.s could 
not understand whom they 
wore speaking about— 
Sarnaresh (Pintu) or Pradip 
who, incidentally, wore play 


ing In the opposite teams— 
East Bengal and Mohuu 
Bagan respectively. 

SUBRAT A SEN, 
Calcutta, 

HATS Oil TO THE 
authorities of AIR for an- 
iiouricing several times that 
there would be running com 
menlary, alternately in Eng¬ 
lish and Hindi of the 
matches from the quarter 
final stage of tbe Durand 
football tournament. Wo 
gratefully accepted the an¬ 
nouncement. But to the 
utmost astonishment of thou¬ 
sands of listeners here in 
Calcutta we couldn’t hear 
the commentary even on the 
semi-final matches. In the 
previous years, wc used to 
hear the recorded commen¬ 
tary in the sports service 
This year the authorities 
concerned, didn’t think it 
necessary to make arrange¬ 
ments broadcasting this 
type of recorded commen¬ 
tary. But why? 

The Durand football 
tournament is considered as 
one of major tournaments of 
the cxiuntry. So il should 
be the earnest endeavour of 
the AIR to make arrange 
ments for the broadcast of 
the commentary in all the 
important places of India. 
So, 1 want to draw the 
attention of the authorities 
concerned in this effect and 
hope, that henceforth they 
won’t commit such serious 
mistake. 

SVBRATA aiATTERJEE, 
Howrah. 


Not correct 

I T HAS BECOME CUSTO- 
mary in your magazine 
that, you give cricket statis¬ 
tics full of mistakes and 
then say sorry when the 
readers tmint them out. 

Here is yet another mis¬ 
take in the November 14 
Issue on page 14. It says 
that Gavaskar has be^ 
associated in 28 century 
stands by the end of the 
Bombay Test. But for your 
kind information it was the 
«^th time. 

The 31st time was with D. 
Vengsarkar (105) at Banga¬ 
lore vs. Pakistan, 

S. ARUN KUMAR, 
Kolhavur 
(Readers who have point* 
ed out the same error are: 
N. K. Bajaj (Kanpur), Anin 
Helseiro (Calcutta). 

IN THE ISSUE OF SPORTS 
world November 14, 1979 
it was mentioned in the 
'Statistical view’ of the sbeth 
Test against Australia that 
Ghavri’s previous top score 


was an unbeaten 64 in the 
Sydney Test against Austra¬ 
lia 1977-78. With reference 
to it, 1 would like to say 
that Ghavri was caught by 
Serjeant off Thomson for 
64 in that match. Thus his 
top score was only 64. 

UJJAL DUTTA, 
Calcutta. 

THE Sl.ATEMENT MADE 
in 'Statistical view’ (page 
14) of your magazine 
dated November 14, 1979 

about Syed Kirmani being 
the second highest scorer 
(100 not out) after Tony 
Mann of Australia (105) as 
a nightwatchman is not 
corncot. There is another ; 
Nasim-ul Ghani of Pakis¬ 
tan, who in 1962 sooired 
101 at the Lord’s ^ler 
being sent as a night- 
watchman in the second 
innings. So Kirmani is the 
third highest scorer as well 
as third nightwatchman to 
score a century. 

SHYAM JURANGAL, 
AJOY KOTWAL, 
AMEEN BANDH, 
Srinagar. 

I HAVE FOUND OUT AN 
error in the November 21 
issue of Sportsworld. In 
your ’Quiz’ column there was 
a question “When did Gavas¬ 
kar and Mansur All Khan 
Pat a lid i play together for 
India for the first time?* 
The answer that was given 
was: ”In the 3rd Test 
against England at New 
Delhi in 1972-73”. But sorry, 
the venue of the third Test 
in that series was Madras, 
and not New Delhi. In that 
Test, for the fust time in 
that particular series, Man¬ 
sur Ali Khan was included 
in the Indian team. 

DEVADUTTA JOARDAR, 
Calcutta 

Many other readers who 
hove painted out the same 
error which is regretted. 

Congratulations 

M y heartiest con- 

gratulations to Bjorn 
Borg for his magnifi¬ 
cent victory in the 
Grand Prix Masters Tennis 
tournament. He showed his 
class by beating Jimmy Con¬ 
nors, John McEnroe and 
Vitas GerulauUs, Undoubted¬ 
ly he is one of the greatest 
tennis players of all time. 
MALIK AKHTAR CHISHTI, 
New Delhi. 

MY HEARTIEST CONGRA- 
tulatioDs to Greg Chappell 
and his team for their con¬ 
vincing victories against Eng¬ 
land. The pommies thmk 
that they are the rulers, just 
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because they have Lord’s and 
Wisdea One finds them 
forever whining and moaning 
against rules which do not 
suit their negative, defensive 
style of cricket. They decid¬ 
ed not to defend tbe 'Ashes' 
this time as they called the 
tour experimental. Fardcal 
reason indeed 1 Wasn't it be¬ 
cause they knew they would 
lose and so wanted to keep 
the 'Ashes’ record as great 
as possible? 

SIBAYAN BANERJEE, 
Durgapur. 

PLEASE CONVEY MY 
hearty congratulations to 
Indian Airlmes for winning 
the 49th Obaidullah (}Oid Cup 
hockey tournament at Bho¬ 
pal recently. It was indeed 
the finest moment for Indian 
AirLnes who were without 
any international players. 
Special cxingratulations to the 
LA player Gurcharan Singh, 
who emerged as the joint 
top scorer as well as the 
best playei* of this tourna- 
ment. 

SHARAD SHRIVASTAVA, 
Bhopal, 

No excuse 

Y ou HAVE A NOTORl- 
ous habit of retiring 
much before it is really 
necessary. You did so wKn 
your cricket career—^when 
lots and lots of runs were 
still to be scored. Probably, 
the environment was not 
very congenial then. 

But wnat's your excuse 
now? We all looked forward 
to your reporting the Test 
matches — precise, to the 
point, full of technical obser¬ 
vations and at the same 
time, very crisp and pleasant 
reading. And what nave you 
done? Very nicely k is 
arranged that the two com¬ 
bating captains write ^eir 
points of view about the 
same match (a good arrange- 
ment no doubt and, 1 sup¬ 
pose, unique too) and the 
editor coolly stays off! 

An earnest and sincere re¬ 
quest to you—please do write 
your oh^rvations about the 
Tests, 

SARIT DUTTA, 

Bombay.* 
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TV? MOST OF US THE 
•*• declaration made little 
sense. T mean Asif's effart at 
Calcutta when he 
closed his innings 59 . 

short of India’s totalt It was a 
neat but unintended miscalcula¬ 
tion, and to have worked it 
would have needed a little 
more help than is usually 
forthconting from the 
Almighty. God, it has been 
noticed, is invariably on the \ 
side of those who play better 
cricket, and in this series, in 
spite of Pakistan’s reservations 
about the umpires and the 
wickets, India’s performance 
was more consistent with 
everybody contributing at the 
appropriate time and Kapil Dev 
swinging the balance India’s 
way. 

An artificial declaration in 
Test cricket is usually made in 
some desperation. Yet the most, 
reckless must be based on a 
ccUcuiation of the most 
optimistic rms-per-over ratio. 
There is no way that time can 
be . stopped, but its passage 
can, to a great extent, be 
neutralised by ^wreasing the 
scoring fide. With sins wickets 
in hand, on the fourth mondng 
would she not have managed 
the 60 runs to equaUse the 


score ? One imagines so. 

And presuming that India 
would have batted for the 
same number of hours and 
runs, the situation on the fifth 
morning would have been 206 
to win in three hours and 
20 overs. To be more precise, 
if the over rate of 12 per hour 
was maintained (which was 
the case and had been so 
throughout this game), the 
total would have to be reached 
in 56 overs. That is 3.67 runs 
an over. Very much to 
Pakistan’s advantage if 
compared to what she was- 
actually faced with. Two 
hundred and sixty-five runs in 
63 overs, which not only made 
imt an average of 4.20 runs 
an over, but required Pakistan 
to bat for a longer time, and 
by necessity lose more wickets. 
This is what happened, and 
in spite of the situa-iion at 
tea-time being similar to the 
one at Karachi where Pakistan 
won, as it turned out with 
relative ease, in Calcutta she 
had already lost three fliooci 
wfeketa. Nor was the pitch 
anywhere near as true. 

This may well be judged as 
indul^ng in hindsight. More 

^ since Doshi did the 

' '■ 

li A ,■■■■ . . . i ...i ■ ■ . . . . 


-unexpected by hanging on for 
40 crucial mmules, but surely' 
this only offset the rather 
vague batting by the earlier 
batsmen, or were they expected 
to collapse as meekly as they 
did ? This declaration could 
only have worked if Pakistan 
had expected to bowl India 
out for 175 or under. And this, 
the series had already proved 
more than once, was a hopef ul 
expectation. 

Further, the argument that 
Gavaskar was absent with a 
sore throat, and Pakistan had 
wished to take the advantage, 
is only tenable if it had been 
confirmed from neutral sources 
that his absence would be for 
longer than an hour. 

Anyway, things did not work 
out for Pakistan, and while 
India will take full cre^t for 
winning the series, Pakistan 
in retrospect will rue the 
decision to stick to principles 
(which Vishwanath may now 
fed about Taylor) when 
Srtrfraz was not invited to lend 
some depth to the bowling. 
This kind of thinking was not 
in vogue during the last 
encounter. When Pakistan 
included the Packer players 
and so fomially recognised the 
existence of the W.S.C. she did 
so because she had no desire 
to lose a series which had 
recommenced after 20 years 
• 

Now that she has lost, there 
has been a complete sliuke-up 
and Air Marshal Noor Khan 
has been asked to rehabilitate 
.Pakistani cricket, much as he 
uplifted Pakistani hockey. 

And the Air Marshal is mo.st 
wise when it comes to 
demonstrating the balance 
between principles and 
pragmatism.. 
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Mr Alec Bedser, the England team manager, receding 
the Frank Anthony trophy from Mr P Rungta^ Mr Chinnc- 
awamy looking on 


I T WAS A PLEASURE TO BE BACK IN INDIA 
A pleasure for a lot of people whereas a 
decade or two most of the tricketers used 

to complain alx)ul coming to India — tummy upsets, 
strangeness of culture and unsatisfactory staying condi¬ 
tions being some ot the reason. On the last tour a lot of 
us thought this was one of the best'tours we had had. A 
tour of India, we thought had a nice mix between stays 
at sophisticated centres, like Bombay, and at places with 
rest houses where we were thrown bark at ours€*lves to 
keep ourselves amused. Then the touring party would 
become something like a Victorian family, keeping itself 
entertained with sing-songs and dumb charades. 

Moreover, last summer in England we had an excellent 
series against India. The result of that experience was 
that a lot of us were keen to come. We had got along 
well with each other and all the Tests were played in the 
right soK of atmosphere. In fact, Botham told me here, 
hall-seriously, that he found it hard to bowl with the 
same aggression against the Indians because he thinks 
the players are nice blocks. 

I was lucky enough to play the Centenary Test 
against Australia in 1977. And I know how keenly that 
match was played. So I was a bit annoyed when frivolous 
question like: “Will this Test be played as a festival 
match?” was put to me. What I did say was that in the 
Centenary Test the only difFerence was near the end 
when, faced with the outside chance of winning the T'est 
with the alternative of drawing it by grahing, we chose 
to go for the runs and lost. If that bad teen the first 
match of a series we might have played for a draw. If 
we got to a similar situation here I felt we could well 
choose, the same approach but we expected a hard-fought 
competitive Test match. 
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In our approach we resolved not to take the umpir¬ 
ing or by behaving badly when decisions went against 
them. 

What had me worried was team injuries. We thought 
Peter Willey would be a useful third spinner for Borntey, 
but he had pulled a thigh muscle in Australia and it had 
got worse in Melbourne. Dilley a promising quickie, who 
bowled sometimes as quick as anybody in Australia, pull¬ 
ed his side muscles three weeks ago in Australia and 
wasn’t fit enough. Randall had hurt his shoulder in the 
double-wicket competition a few days ago when he tried 
to take a catch behind his back. He was a bit sheepish 
about this but I don't mind—his clowning, in fact. I keep 
urging him lo the cartwheel. ITien Willis went down 
with a bad tummy upset. That left us with only 12 play¬ 
ers to choose from. It was a ditticuU decision to leave 
Bairstow out because we thought that would leave us 
with an inordinately long tail but after a look at the pitch 
we decided we would have to play three seamers. So 
Bairstow was the odd man out. 

I had never seen so much grass on any wicket in 
India, except possibly at Pune on the la.st tour. Generally 
speaking, preparing such wickets is good for Indian 
cricket. If there is pace in the wicket, you can both 
develop quick bowlers and your batsmen can learn to plav 
the quickies so much better as you have done in the 
recent past. Hogg and Dymock told me in Au.stralia that 
they found some good pitche-s to bowl on here, and so 
obviously our batsmen must have gained from the 
experience. 

Really, however, one would like a fast wicket without 
too much grass on it, if the wicket is hard enough. When 
you have too much gras.s that helps the seam bowlers 
really. That's what happened at Bombay. I thought the 
wicket was just a trifle too helpful to the bowlers. The 
good thing, however, was that there was qn even bounce. 

Vishy, must have thought there would be help for 
the spinners before the toss he decided to bat. I was 
glad to lose the toss. Deciding what to do would have 
been quiie diificult. 

One other thing I was worried about before the 
match actually began was that since we had lost all the 
Tests in Australia we might half-consciously be expected 
to lose. If you've been winning like India had bden, it’s 
the opposite and that’s one reason why success breeds 
success. Also, we were piayini^ in a strange country 
without any practice match and 1 was a little apprehen¬ 
sive that we might get off to a bad start and find 
ourselves struggling. 

India, we knew, were a good side. Gavaskar is as 
good as a bat as any in the world. Vengsarkar is a tre¬ 
mendously unproved piayer and I wasn’t surprised when 
he went on io play the best knock in the India first 
innings, in Kapil you have a top quality bowier. And 
there wa^ Kirmani, whose wicket-keepmg and batting 
you missed in England last summer. In tact, the last time 
we were here I thought Kirmani kept wicket so well there 
was jitile to choose between him and Alan Knott. Then 
there was Vishy and Gbavri and the other new players 
who had all done well. Even if we had beaten Australia 
in the last senes, instead of losing to them, we thought 
you’d take some beating. 









, y VJ ings was quite ex- 

y traordinary. He started 

* ^ A otr in such a rush th.at 

I A I after half'a-dozeu overs 
17 1 we were asking our- 

I S I selves how many more 

overs there were to go? 

I have never seen a man hit a six off 
the middle of his bat and the next 
minute leU himself furiously that 

he must concentrate. Sunil kept 
muttering to himself, trying to con- 
centrate .^5 1 have only once seen him 
in this vein—at Bangalore on the last 
lour—and then he had held out in 
the second or third over. He played 
some good shots here but he also 
played and missed off six consecutive 
balls from Botham. He was just bt*- 
ginning to play properly when he 
out. 

Binny faced a hard Test, playing, 
as he was, as the opener for the 
first time, lie was bound to struggle, 
on a pitch that was so helpful to the 
bowlers V^mgsarkar played the best 
innings and then played rather a lazy 
.shot the lust biill after lunch to get 
out caught b<!hind. Patil showed great 
talent. He reminded me of Majid 
Khan m the way he played in a free- 
tluwing way, or pullt^ the ball from 
Lhest height. His bat was not straight 
vvh(*n he dtove. On a very dangerous 
tiu<‘ wuket he would be a good play- 
(M but here we always felt we could 
gel him <iut. Shanna by contrast, 
looked cLs it he is lindiiig Test cricket 
a hard struggle that^ it is. However, 
the fact is that the ball here moved 
more than it did in any of the Test 
except in the first innings at Lord’s 
in England last .summer and with a 
liMle bit ol luck we would have got 
the tup five out much quicker than 
we artually did. 

Prom around 100 for two India 
slipped to 197 tor eight and then the 
last two wtekets added an irritating 
45 runs. And perhaps I had made a 
mistake in not having a short-quare 
leg tor Kirmani when he first came 


G AVASKAR’S INN- 
ings was quite ex- 


Botham bowled superbly- He kept 
a lively pace and moved the ball both 
ways. He was the giant of our attack. 
Stevenson, making his debut, showed 
hi.s tiJent but he gave too many balls 
oh which runs could be scored and 
couldn’t keep the pressure on. Levti* 
was unlucky. And then there was 
Taylor, who equalled the record by 
taking seven catches> he might even 
had nine victims if he hadn't missed 
two chances, one a very ditficult catch 
and the other an awkward stumping 
off Underwood, 

2nddsv had 

-:- J 1 dried up the damp- 

itess in the pitch, and 
* ||L m it had been mowed, so 

I V I the wicket had got a 

I ■ I easier. But it was 

I « I 5 ^ reasonable wicket to 
bowl on. And the Indian 
bowlers bowled well, keeping the 
ball up hnd getting the most from 
the wicket. 



Bulhain diives fluently 


'though we were soon 58 for live, six wlicn Taylor joined Botham and 

we hadn’t really batted as badly as then Tayloi was oiilv 45 when 

the score suggested. All our Bats- Bulham had got up to Then 

men made only one or two mistakes Botham had run raylor oiu in an 

and that was enough. Ihen Taylor attempt to gel Ins hundred. So J was 

came in to join Botham. This was little anxious heie when Botham 
the tx)mbination when Botham got his got to 99. 
first ton agaiast New Zealand at 

Chris'lchurch. England were I'^O fm Taylor had a charmed cxisuiue 


/ 







but he batted on like a fighter he is 
There was also the extraordinary in 
cident when the umpire gave him 
out and then he was lecalled In 
tact, the umpire put up hu> iuiger 
and brought it down so quickly that 
Taylor, who had turned after the 
ball had passed him didn t know 
what happened when he looked at the 
umpire 

1 was a little suiprise<l when Vishy 
got the umpire to leveise hi.s 
decision If I was captain it is 
difiicult to know how 1 would react 
though 1 don t think 1 would have 
done what Vishy did This is not 
meant to be a cTitiusm of what he 
did but generally speaking if you do 
this suit of thing too ofUn you aie 
really straying into the umpiiec» 
territory And if you appeal and it 
the umpire gives him out, oven if 
you know he is not out, you Ctin t 
intervene • I remember this lime in 
Australia we once thought we had 
Greg Chaj^ll out bat and pad but 
he was given not out then nevt, 
morning, he went out to drive 
Undeiwood missed, got his foot back 
but was giyen out wlun we appeakd 
But another time I remember I took 
my appeal back This was in the 
series against Pakistan m 1977 78 
Geofl Copc was on a hat tritk and 
Iqbal Qasim came in He edged the 


ball to me and I pidced up dose to 
ground. The umpire gave Qasim out 
ds the other apfkaled exatedly but 
1 knew the ball had bounced and 
called the batsman back. 

Vishy’s generosity made a great 
difference to the match Taylor and 
Botham put on dose to 175 mas and 
though Botham fell plumb Ibw to 
Ghavn when the latter managed to 
swing the ball quite prodigiously the 
position was quite even at the end 
of the second day 
A word aboqt Botham’s innings 
He showed a lot of self-control, un 
like in Australia where he was in 
dined to attack at the bowling from 
the word go This occasion he took 
ms time m looking to the bowling at 
'irst and didn’t play and miss at all 
He played the quickies very well, 
hitting them on both sides of the 
wicket off the front foot as well as in 
the back foot He swept a lot and 
swept well 

W E BEGAN I HE 
third day at 232 
for 6 and at that point 
anything cHiuld have 
happened considering 
that the new ball was 
due One amusing little 
point that i-cflects bad 
Iv on me was that I thought the new 


ball was due after $5 overs. 1 hadn’t 
read tht playing conditidns thorough¬ 
ly and it had been 85 overs in Aus- 
traba and England while it is 75 here 
So we were a bit surprised when 
Kapil Dev and Ghavn took the new 
ball after two overs that morning. 

But at the point we might have 
been all out for 24Q or we might 
have managed to get something like 
350 because all our tail-enders aie 
capable of scoring runs 1 suppose 
that 290 odd was about appropriate 
We thought that it was not a bad 
lead given that we were 232ffor 6 It 
could have been worse, it could have 
been better. 

John Emburey played pretty well 
for a while and then tried to hook 
Ghavn We had a little discussion ab 
out that before because he loves to 
hook and I told him that Ghavn was 
not that easy a man to hook because 
he gets that extra pace with his boun 
cer Emburey should have let some 
bouncers go by, but he went for the 
first one, got a top edge and was 
caught at long-leg 

Bob Taylor looked a bit less happy 
than he had done the day before He 
played and missed a few times and 
showed his initation at himself He 
got out Ibw to Kapil Grihain Ste 


Jrdday 




Q VuhwatMth requesting Taylor to cotUtnue Vmptre Hanumantha Rao declared him out but ehemged hie daeUhit au 

a requeU from the Indian capt<nn 







venson and John Lever then played 
pretty well. Giaham got 20 odd in his 
hrst Test match and played sensibly. 
He is one of those players who has 
been helped by the helmet. He used 
to back away but he now stays 
in time. He is very powerful 
striker of the ball and be hit a huge 
SIX of Doshi. He is capable of being 
a very useful all-rounder, and already 
a good No. 10. 

John Lever was playing very well, 
very straight. He batted sensibly for 
us at Melbourne (last Test) when he 
kept Ian Botham company in the 
second innings and kept me com¬ 
pany in the first innings andjbatted 
about hour-and-a-balf in each innings. 

Ghavri got five wickets—^well des 
hrved. He swung the ball, varied bis 
pace and bowled a good line. Kapil 
Dev bowled very well in patches: At 
other times he looked a little bit tir¬ 
ed and didn't have the same spirits 
ihht he had in Sngland. But he bowl¬ 
ed welt Binny is a respectable third 
seamer but came in for some severe 
punishment from Botham which is 
no disgrace to him. 

The hidian fihlding was pretty good 
though Me or two catches went 
down, hi they did when wo were 8el> 


Our batting had hinged entirely 
on Ian Botham, with Bob Taylor's 
'help. We went m with a 50-odd lead 
and we said then that it would be 
very nice to get a couple of wickets 
before they reached our score and if 
we did that we'd piobabiy win the 
match. As it happened, the third ball 
that Botham bowled was a straight 
one that Binny missed and was Ibw 

Gavaskar played a much more res 
trained and reasonable knock this 
time but even he was troubled. I 
think Botham bowled beautifuUy 
again and John Lever bowled better 
also—accurately, with a lot of life, 
and swung the ball 
sharply. Any batting 
side would have found them a little 
difficult to handle. What Qkey have 
hoped to do would be to stick it out 
with the new ball and lose just one 
or two wickets and force us to chan¬ 
ge the bowhng. But we managed to 
get wickets often enough. On one oo 
casion 1 said "to Botham : *You'd 
better have just one or two overs 
more and then take rest”, but then be 
got two widcets in two balls. So we 
were able to keep the bowlers going. 
We didD*t have to change them as 
we knew there would be no more 
matdies, that this was the second 
innings, so we didn’t have to worry 


about the bowlers getting tired. So 
they kept up the pressure. 

I thought John Lever was again 
unlucky. He ended up wjth 
three wickets but he could easily had 
four or five. Botham was superb. Ho 
bowled very accurately, made the 
ball bounce, ran the ball away to slips 
and bowled the occasional in-swlng- 
er. An intelhgent and fine piece of 
bowling. 

1 think he has got the edge over 
Kapil as bowler because he has got 
more range of bowling And 

he is a little quicker — not 

much but a bit. And he can vary the 
quick ball and that means that you 
are just that hesitant to go on the 
front foot. But they are similar bowl¬ 
ers in that they both swing the ball 
each way and they both attack the 
ofi-stump. And they are both/ attack 
ing bowlers. One of the niqe things 
about Kapil is his /yorkers. 

Occasionally that could became a leg- 
side half-volley and could go for four. 
Botham’s the same — he will try the 
yorker, the slower and also bouncer. 

Was this his best-ever bowhng per 
fbrmance ? He bowled once against 
Pakistan at Lord's when on a Mon¬ 
day morninjt Pakistan were a lOO-odd 




for two on a good wicktt. lie 
suddenly found the ball swinging 
when, in fact, I gave hini the over 
only to change the othei two bowlers 
Wiliis and Hendrick, around Ana the 
ball swung, and swung more sharplv 
He bowled like he bowled here with 
the bull swinging more <^harply So 
he was more unplayable on that occa 
Sion but I can’t remember a match in 
which he has bowled bettei tbiough 
out It was a marvellous, sustained 
spell of fast medium bowling 

We took all the catches this time 
I caught one and was very please 
with it—left hand I’ve dropped a 
few off John Lever recently so it was 
specially nice to catch one off him 
And Bob Taylor broke the world re 
cord with the best catch of all—be 
cause It was an edge that didn’t 
carry far enough and he dived for 
ward and took it. 

A BOUI IHL BAT UNO VFNGS 

aikar played pretty well and 
was beaten by a good ball horn John 
lever which he piobably should have 
played foiward to but he vent bark 
and was Ibw Vishy got an excellent 
ball from Botham pitched about off 
stump, good length just short boun¬ 
ced and went off the pitch just tik 
ing tin* outside edge He got a ball 
that anyone could have got out to 
Patil was out first ball •‘Ibw Ho pro 
bablv should have played it, but the 
ball was fast and accurate came in 
a little and it was his hrst ball Bot 


ham was keen on his hat trick and 
wanted everyone up but Sunil dealt 
with the hdttiick ball quite corn 
pletely 

Sharma stuck it out pictty well 
got into line and fought haid Shar¬ 
ma occasionally has the tendency to 
move back slightly towaids the leg 
stump - very few good players do 
that—but the stiange thing was that 
he still goes across so far on the off¬ 
side that he got thiee fours hitting 
thorn in the an to fine leg I don’t 
think anyone can play consistently 
well if his backfoot goes back outside 
the leg stump because you are al 
ways coming across the ball on the 
off side Against good bowlers bowl¬ 
ing on the off stump, you «ire never 
going to be sufficimtly behind the 
line of the ball 

Randall started doing that in 
Australia and that was the beginn 
Ing of his failure. Having shuffled ac 
ross for a long time, he got the idea 
that if he continued doing thit it 
would be difficult to leave the right 
ball with the extra bounce in Austra 
lia He started to move back with his 
right foot to Hv and stay inside the 
line of the ball, to let it go But you 
can’t do that, because if the ball is 
pitched a bit further up, iou’ve got 
to get back into line And also it s 
very hard to decide which ball to 
leave «ind you always come across on 
the off side Mike Denness tried that, 
too in Australia. 


Coming back to Sharma, I said ta 
Botham that he should try and bowl 
one or two bouncers on the leg-stump 
or just outside it to make Sharma do 
this more However, Sharma played 
slightly better this innings with the 
helmet on straightaway, whereas he 
had worn a cap in the first innings 
and after about 20 minutes, when he 
looked in some trouble, he had put 
the helmet on and played a bit better. 

At one point India was 6 for 58 
and then there was a bit of a stand 
between Kapil and Sharma and then 
Kapil and Yadav. The bowlers got 
tired in the evening and John Lever 
In particular was hit for some fours. 

Kapil showed his form with the 
ball at last He is a very attractive 
player, free flowing a line off-dnver, 
quite a good hooker and pullei, 
though 1 daresay he might get into 
trouble with the really quick bowl 
tis, good cutlers, and he plays the ball 
of Ins legs He is a pietty good attack 
mg playei and on a hue pitch against 
any bolwei who is less than really 
top class, or against slightly tired 
bowling he’d be a veiy dangerous 
player He’s only 21 Like Botham, 
he might become a really top class 
attacking batsman if he has the en 
ergy foi it and if India don’t bowl 
him too many oveis every single time 
he plays His batting js like Botham 
but again not quite as good 

Delensively, too, he played pretty 


Ifowtosave 
behind your 
husbands 
bade 



It s the women who are 
world s greatest savers You 
should know You are doing it 
right now even when thf limes 
are hard 

You penny pinch a little bit 
here save a little bit there put a 
little bit aside every month In 
the cocoa tm m the son 
cupboard or right under your 
husband s nose under the last 
kerchief m his kerchief box 

But idle money ran never 
multiply Instead put whatever 
you save into a State Bank 
Savings Account Or better still 
if you are sure you can save a 
regular sum every month join 
any one of State Bank s 
bumper interest plans 

If you put let s say Rs 100 
in the State Bank Recurring 
Deposit Scheme for 63 months 
in the 64th month you II get 
back a whopping Rs 8 291 
You can also plan a pension 
for yourself Put Rs 100 every 
month m the Perennial Pension 
Plan for 120 months and after 
that you II get Rs 169 50 
every month for ever and ever, 
besides the accumulated capital 
of Rs 20 557 m your name. 

If on the other hand you ve 
collected a nice round sum like 
5 10 15 or 20 thousand 
rupees in your savings account 
what are you waiting for put 
It in State Bank s Fixed Deposit 
or Reinvestment Plan 


Rs 10 000 n a 63 months 
Fixed Deposit will put 
Rs 82 64 in yojr hands every 
month as interest The amount 
deposited will of course remain 
intact Whereas the same sum 
m j Reinvestment Plan will 
bring you hold your breath 
d brcith taking Rs 26 855 
at the end of 120 months 

Your money is never blocked 
In case of urgent need you 
can takt a loan from the bank 
to the extent of 75 u of the 
amount deposited 

So you see your husband 
may be the bread winner 
but It s you who will provide 
money for jam 

For further details please call 
at our nearest branch 


State Bank of India 



6ILVCRJIJIH11X1980 


Rajail Cantanary calabrationa eoupona 
ara availabla at all our mairopoHian 
and urban branchaa. 
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well, got lus bat And pad doae toge 
then yet, he doesn't look quite solid 
enough somehow : Why« ( don’t 
know. Maybe it’s his defence, but 1 
can’t quite put my finger on how he 
could change his technique if one in 
a free-flowing striker of the ball, 
one’s defence is bound to be slightly 
less than the best. To hit the ball 
you’ve got to have room outside the 
leg stump to swing the bat. So if the 
ball nips back or moves about you 
are going to give the bowler some 
chance as. for example, David Gower 
does. 

I was faced with the difficult situa¬ 
tion in the evening of whether to 
change the bowlers. In the first place, 
we had got eight wickets but the 
bowlers were getting tired. On Die 
other hand, they deserved to have a 
go at the tailenders. Botham, df cout 
se. never wanted to be taken off. He 
was bowling well within himself, he 
wasn’t bursting his boilers, just occa 
sionally bowling the quick stuff, and 
the great strength of his bowling is 
that he can bowl well within himsell 
and still be almost quick, 

John Lever was getting tired neat 
the end. Maybe I should have taken 
him off but Graham Stevenson, who 
had bowled five overs, hadn’t got hi.- 
rhythm right and I thought Kapil 
would gel more off him than off Lev 
er. And I didn’t bring the spinners 
on because 1 thought Kapil might 
have a real whack at them. 

Poor old John Emburey, wo 
brought him to India thinkiug it 
would be absolutely vital to have him 
here but he didn’t get a single over, 
Bui I don’t think there was a time 
when he should have bowled. And 
Underwood bowled only seven overs 

4th dav INDIA WERE 90 ODD 
i aheid with eight 
wickets down. I 
thought anything could 
really happen if Yadav 
could Slav with Kapil 
and bat for an hour or 
about 90 minutes and 
get 50 or 60 more runs and Doshi 
perhaps hang around for 20 more. 
We’d been 5 for 58 and you’d been 6 
for 58. So if they did that, perhaps 
your fast bowlers could get a goodt 
enough total to bowl at. I still said 
when our batsman went out to bat, 
don’t for goodness sake, count your 
chickens before they are hatched. 
We'd have still got 90-odd runs to get 
and the ball will swing as it had 
swung for us when Yadav got out to 
« ball from Botham that swung 
away. 

In fact, for five or six overs Indian 
bowlers bowled exceptionally well 
and it looked as though they might 
take a wicket any moment. Boycott 
was in a lot of trouble and Gooch 
didn't have much of the strike, but 
he didn’t mind. Then suddenly the 
life seemed to go out of the bowlers. 
Perhaps they were a little tired. From 
then on it looked as if we would win 
without, much trouble. 




Who can make it first? Botham tries to kick the ball before Oavas^kar 
makes h\^ ground. Eventually, Bothim's shot missed the stumps and 
Gavaskar urns safe home 


Gooch in particular, played the 
spinners superbly. He got back and 
made room to hit Yadav on the back- 
foot and when he pitched it up he 
went down and hit it over mid-wic¬ 
ket. It was a magiiificeni display and 
ffoycott, after he got over his sticky 
patch, didn't look as if he was going 
to get out. He played two or three 
superblv-tiiTKjd drives off Kapil. 

In the end we won in a canter but 
it hadn't looked like that, the margin 
Haltered us. We won on the back of 
Tan Botham. If Botham had beeh'on 
tluS other side, and even if wc had. 
Kapil Dev in exchange. I think prob¬ 
ably India would have won. But you 
nevor know. We might have played 
TTotham a little better, getting into a 
line little bit more, letting go a little 
bit mone, grafting it out instead of 
trying to play shots. We might have 
just worn him down. 

The wicket got easier but still the 
ball swung and there was enough 
bounce for the edges to carry, and 
for the ball to move quick enough to 
beat the batsman. The ball that got 
Kir main' was a very cwkward one 
from Botham. It was about off stump, 
quick, just short, bounced and mov- 



Vishwanath is howled by Lever 


ed away to lake the shoulder of the 
bat and carry to second slip. That 
\vas a ball that could have got Greg 
Chappell or Viv Richards out. 

Vishy’s captaincy. I thought there 
was very little else he cou^ do. 1 
didn’t study it but he had to rely 
mainly on the seam bowling and he 
used Doshi as a stock bowler which 
was fair enough. When Botham 
and Taylor staged their stand, he 
could have tried giving Botham the 
single a little more readily in the be¬ 
ginning of the over, just as we did 
against Kapil, so as to stop him from 
scoring fours. And specially when he 
wa.s bowling well at that stage, with 
the aid ball, he was going to be 
money for old rope for Botham. But 
have pretty defensive fields. 

Vishy bowled Doshi ju.st as much 
as he should have but I thought his 
field was slightly wrong for Doshi, 
against Botham. He might have tak¬ 
en off the short-leg a bit earlier and 
put him 15 yards away for the sweep 
and had a deep square Jog 10 or 15 
yards in from the boundary. But whe¬ 
ther that would have made a differ- 
encxi I don’t know. There’s a lot of 
luck involved with the sweep .shot 
and where the ball lands is hard to 
predict so I won’t uiticise Vishy’s 
captaincy. I don't see what else coiild 
have been done. 

There was another strange umpir¬ 
ing incident on the last day when the 
umpire gave Boycott out on a hall 
hearted appeal and then put his fing 
cr down so quickly again that Boycott 
didn’t even see he had been given 
out. The same thing bad happened 
to Taylor, And it just seemed cvery- 
one allowed the matter to pass. Oi 
maybe the umpire changed his mino 
—a very courageous thing to do, bu? 
It didn’t seem like that to me. 
could have waited second or two 
before making up his mind. An ex 
traordinary event. 

Overall, the only Hung I'd 
like to say about tlie umpiring was 
that some decisions vveu- loo 

quickly. It must he vei’* iu ci to 
make up your mind : . i ; / Lefore 
you have woiked ’ v. exactly 

the ball did. Other ^ that, 1 have 
no comnsent. 
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SCOREBOARD 

INDIA vrvrimM KNOUIND Jubilee Tett pluved At tb6 
Wftnkhcvflc StiKliuni (BembAy) from 15.2 50 (FrldAy) to 
10 2 80 (Tut'hduy), lOXW (SAturdey) belnr the rest dAy. 

CAptAftiM O R. VlthwABAili (ludlA) Aiid J. M. BroAfloy 
<i:iiKlAiid> 

Umplree J D. Ghoeh AUd HAuimiAatliA Bio 
Debut Crrahaon SteTeneon (EuflAUd) 

Tohm won by : VlshwAiiAth 
INDIA (18 r JNNINQS) : 

Sunil Gavfidkar o Taylor b Botham 49 (116 mts , 08 ballo. 
4 fours, 1 8lx) F 

(runH < aim briskly off his bat, but it wasn t a knock 
anywhere his (lass, survived a very confident appeal for Ibw 
by Ltever in the very first over; tried an atrocious hook shot 
and ballooned the ball towards erully for wicket-keeper |to 
take it) 

Roger liinny run out 16 (60 mts., 36 balls. 2 fours) 
(did not quite settle down, lucky not to be out at 8 
when snicked Botham between Boycott and Gower In slips; 
attempted an impossible run could not beat Larkins* direct 
throw from sQuare-leg) 

DlIlp Vengsarkar r Taylor b Stevenson 84 (60 mts.. 48 
balls, 4 fours) 

(about the best knock of the day; looked In good touch; 
drove on© whkh left him late and achieved only a snick; 
keeper brought off a good low diving catch) 

Gundappn Vlshwanath b Laver 11 (88 mts . 31 balls, 

1 four) 

(played just one good stroke, a flowing square drive off 
the back-foot, tried to drive a ball which cAmc back, bowled 
off the Inside edge) 

Sandfcp PalU c Taylor b Botham 80 (60 mts , 36 balls, 
6 fours) 

(was a picture oi confidence and timed his shots well: 
got a gem of a delivery; ball moved away very late, could 
not help playing at It and snicked a low catch) 

Yasbpol Sharma Ibw b Botham 21 (62 mts , 80 balls. 

4 fbura) 
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(a knock that was good tn patches: ihufned across oM 
missed the line completely) 

Kapil Dev c Taylor b Botham 0 

(out to third ball he received after only a minute's stay 
at the crease, needlessly flashed at an outgoing boll, token 
in front of first slip) 

Syed Kirmant not out 40 (134 mts,. 00 balls, 5 fours) 
(once again displayed pluck, held on well and with end 
of the Innings in sight opened out to collect some useful 
runs for the side) 

Karsan Ghavrl c Taylor b Stevenson 11 (88 mts, 88 
balls 1 four) 

(settled down after a shaky start and then unnecessarily 
played a* a rising ball outside the off-stump) 

Shlvlal Yadav c Taylor b Botham 8 (43 mts , 82 balls, 

1 four) 

(went llk( the others, hanging his bat against the moving 
all) 

Dilip Doshl c Taylor b Botham 6 (10 mta, 22 balla) 
(made great effort to give support to Klrmanl. edged 
an easy catch to wicket-keeper who with this victim, equalled 
a world record) 

Extras . 17 (bg lb 8, mb. 0) 

Total 218 (810 mts., 60.6 overs) 

FAXL OF WICKETS ; 1 for 66 (Binny, Gavaskar 41 n,o.), 

2 for 92 (Gavaskar, Vengsarkar 88 n o ). 3 for 106 (Veng- 
sarkar, Vlshwanath 8 n.o.), 4 for 186 (VUhwanath. Patll 17 
n. 0 .>; 6 for 160 (Patll, Tashpal 9 no.), 6 for 160 (Kapil, 
Yashpal 9 n.o.), 7 for 181 (Yashpal, Klrmanl 8 n.o.); 8 for 
187 (Gbavri. Klrmanl 18 n.o.); 9 for 228 (Tadav, Klrmanl 
JB 11,0.) 

BOWLING I Lever 28-8^1. Botham 22-5-7-68-6; Steven¬ 
son 14-1-69-2, Underwood 6-1-23-0, Gooch 4-2-8-0. 


ENGLAND (ISl^ INHlllOB) i 

Giaaam uooch c jaormani b Ghavrl 8 (46 mts , 82 balls) 
(Just could not settle down to play his powerful strokes, 
played forward to a slanted delivery, edged a low catch to 
wi(^et-keeperj 

Geoff Boycott o Klrmanl b Binny 22 (101 mts, 66 balls, 
2 fours) 

(a typically dogged Innings, impeccable In defence, 
played forward to one which moved away; taken off out¬ 
side edg©^ was Klrmani's 100th Test victim) 

Wayne Larkins Ibw b Ghavrl 0 

(out to first ball he received, moved across to glance, 
missed the line completely) 

David Gower ibw b Kapil 16 (83 mts., 63 balls. 8 fours) 
(came in when Ghavrl was on a hat-trick, atarted on 
an aggressive note and then got Jabbed down on one which 
kept low and played over It; was plumb In front of the 
wicket) 

Mike firearley Ibw b Kapil 6 (23 mU., 25 bails) 
(scratched for a brief while, moved across to play for¬ 
ward; ball came In to oeat the bat) 

Ian Botham Ibw b GhAVKl lu (206 mto,, 144 


(an Innings that showed his true worth as an all-rounder 

Hf class h/is carl led hla side on his shoulders, attacked 
the bowling reUntlessly, firm sweep and pulls brought bUn 
most of his fours, lucky not to have beeoi caught earlier 
on 15 when Yadav floor^ a fairly easy catch at short fine- 
leg of Doshl, put on a record 171 runs for the sixth wicket 
with Tavlor In 201 minutes shaped for a drive and Played 
outside ttio line) 

Bob Taylor Ibw b Kapil 43 (276 mts 108 balls, 6 fours) 
(declared out, caught behind off Kapil when on 7 in a 
total of 85 but was called back by the fielding captain, 
mado the most of this sporting chance to bring off a 
remarkable recovery with Botham had some kind of a 
charmed existence at the crease went across to push to on, 
a straightened ball) 

John Eknburey c Binny b Ghavrl 8 (82 mts 29 halls) 
(did not look much of a batsman, hooked a short boll 
high into air, long-leg held it confidently) 

John Lever b Doshl 21 (66 mts , 32 balls, 8 fours) 

(a breezy knock, launched with the idea of gathering 
as many runs before close of Innings, went back, beaton 
by the spin, bowled middle stump) 

Graham Stevenson not out 27 (32 mts. 28 bolls, 1 0lZ, 
4 "fours) , 

(hit out boldly, lofted Doabl for a si* over long-on; aid 
not get enough support from last man) 

Derek Underwood b Ghavrl 1 (19 mts., 14 bolls) 
(bowled round hts legs a8» he tried to flick) 

Extias SI (bg lb 9 ,n b 14) 


ToUl 296 (440 mts., 97.1 overs) 

FALL OF WICKBT8 : 1 for 21 (Oooch, Boycott 11 n o.). 
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TAII BOTHA&l STOiE TBS 
t Aow by liU albroiuid 
mano^. He took 6 for S8 io ladte‘A 
first innings and tben scored IM 
to perform tbe feat of capturing 
S or more wid(6ts and sc^ng a 
century in the same Test on tivn* 
different occaslona. EmUar, Ja» 
had scored 103 and captuyed S fot 
73 against New Zeeland >at QirisI* 
church In 1977-78 and repeated 
the feat same season by inalung 
108 runs and bagging 8 f«r 34 
against Pakistan at Lord's. 

IN INDIA’S SECOND INNINGS 
Botham once again excelled <a his 
bowling by taking 7 for 48. It was 
the 14th occasion In 25 Tests that 
he has captuyed over 5 wickets in 
an innings. His 7 for 48 also 
matches the previous two best per^ 
formances of 7 for 46 by Jtmn Le* 
ver on debut at Delhi in 1878-77 
and 7 for 49 by Hadky Verity at 
Madras in 18m4. Wth his cen¬ 
tury and 13 wickets for 106 runs 
Botham became the first man in 
tbe history of Test cricket to score 
a century and take more (ban 10 
wickets in a matdi. Earlier^ Alan 
Davidson of Australia had scored 
over 106 runs 144 and 80) and 
captured over 10 widcets (a for 
l3o and 6 for 87) in the famous 
Tie Test between Aussralia and 
West Indies at Brisbane in 19804l. 

WHILE SCORING HIS CEN- 
tury Botham put on 171 runs for 
the sixth wicket with Taylor, bett¬ 
ering the 165-run unfiniabed part- 


I^BBBT TAYLOR ALSO 
battarad the tvltket-keeper's re- 
cmnI fdr lBdte*Eailaod Tests, 
te put in shade John Murr- 
uairi^int an innings at 
uwd’s in 1987, and dismissing 7 
f«%i batsmen (all catches) in 
the Bnt Innings he equalled Pakis¬ 
tan's Wasfan Barfs world record of 
7 victims behind Uie stumps m 
one innings against New Zealand 
at Auckland in 1976-79. 


BY TAKING THREE MORE 
catches in the second innings Ta> 
tor's tally of 10 catches brushed 
aside Alan Knott’s 7 victims in a 
match (consisting of 6 catcivs 
and 1 stumping) against India in 
the Manchestar Test in 1974. It 
is also the best wicket-keeping 
performance for England against 
any Test-playing country bettering 
teslie Ames’ feat of 8 dismissals 
(8 catches and 2 stumpiugs) 
against the West Indies at the 
Oval in 1933. The world mark oi 
(1 dismissals stands jointly in the 
names of Wasbn Bari (who held 7 
catdies) and Majid Khan (who 
took 4 catdies while keeping tbe 
wicket in the absence of regular 
wideet-keeper Bari who was in 
jiued) in the fifth Test. against 
West Indies at Kingston in 1976 
77. 


8YED KIRMANl COMPLEIED 
his 100 dismissals behina the 
stunws when be caught Boycott 
off Binw. He reached the land 
mark (77 catches and 23 stump 
tngs) in bis 42ad Test to ‘ become 
the first Indian u^et-keeper to 
achieve tbe feat. Sinos he had al¬ 


ready completed 1000 runs in 
Tests he Joined Alan Knott, God¬ 
frey Evans, Jim Parks of England, 
John Waite of South Africa; Rod 
ney Marsh and Bert Oldfield of 
Australia: Derydc Murray of West 
Indies and Wasim Bari of Pakis¬ 
tan who have performed the wicket 
keepers’ “double” of scoring 1000 
runs and making 100 dismissals 
behind the stumps. 

GUNDAPPA VtSHWANATH. 
with bis first scoring stroke in the 
second innings —a boundary, com 
pleted his 5000 runs in Test 
cncket in his 69lh Test. He thus 
becomes the second Indian after 
Sunil Gavaskar to overtake 5000 
run mark in Tests, Vishwanath, in¬ 
cidentally, is the 16th Test cricket 
cr to achieve this glory. 

INDIA’S DEFEAT BY 10 WIC- 
kets came after a long gap of 16 
Tests. After the defeat suffered in 
the first Test against England at 
Birmingham in 1979, India did not 
taste o^eat till this Jubilee Test 
in Bombay and yibetwfen India 
had* played IS Tests — 3 against 
England, 6 agamst Australia and 
6 against Pakistan with 4 victories 
and 11 drawn Tests. 

JUST AS IT WAS THE GOLD- 
on Jubilee of the Board of Control 
for Cncket in India in celebration 
of which India-England Test was 
organised in Bombay. Bombay al 
so celebrated the Silver Jubilee of 
Tests in the city by completing the 
quarter century of Tests in Boro 
bay—one at Bombay Gymkhana 
17 at Brabourne Stadium and 7 
at Wankhede Stadium. 


SUDHIR VAIOYA 


2 tor 21 (laaikins Boycott It n u ), 3 for 46 (Boycott, <3owfr 
10 no), 4 for 57 (Brear|ey, (Sower 16 n o ) 6 for 6S (CJower 
Botham 0 no) & for 229 f Botham, Ta>olr 37 n o ) 7 for 
245 (Emburey. Taylor 42 n.o.), 8 for 202 (Taylor, Lever 16 
no) *) for 288 (I.^ve^ Stevenson 15 n o > 

BOWIalNG : Kapil Dev 28-8-64-8, Ghavri 201-5-62-6, 
X>oahl 23-6-67-1. Yadav 6-2-2M. 


INDIA (2ND 1NNINQ8) _ ^ v « 

Sunil Gavaskar e Taylor b Botham 24 (106 mts 76 balia 

1 four) 

(looked hla usual sound self but was out to a half-herated 
atteornpt at steering a ball which was leaving him on the off 

aide) 

Roger Blnny Ibw b Botham 0 (8 mts.. 8 balls) 

(missed the line of a straight one) 

Dilip Vengsarkar Ibw b Lever 10 (26 mts , 27 balls) 
(looked strokeful but did not last Went back to force 
to on and played across tha line) 

Oundappa Vishwanath c Taylor b Botham 5 (14 mts., 12 

balls, 1 four) 

(stayed Just long enough to get runs needed to complete 
his 6oou luns In Test crick t Tried a drive, ball moved Just 
that much to take an outside edge) 

Sandeep Patll Ibw b Botham 0 (out to the first ball he 
faced) 

Yashpal Sharma Ibw b Botham 27 (111 mts 6'> halls, 


(was batting confidently; could not Judge one which 
came in. put on 44 runs in 66 minutes with Kapil for the 
seventh wIcket) 

Syed Xlrmanl c Oooeb b Botham o (8 mts.. 7 b«»a) 
(fended a bouncer ; taken at seend slip off the handle) 
Xapit Dev not out 46 (U6 mts,, 82 balls, 6 fours) 


Karsun (..ha\ri <; irtarhy h Lvti 5 <17 rrta H halls) 
(slashed al in onti'clni; ball first ■^lip biought off a 
splendid low catch) 

Shivlal Yadav c Taylor b Bothom 25 <27 mts. 22 balls, 
2 fours) 

(edged tho first ball of tho fourth day to wicket-keeper) 
Dlllp Doshi o and b Lever 0 (12 mts 6 balls) 

(gave a return catch while trying to drive) 

Bxtras 18 (b 4 lb 8. nb 5, w 1) 

TOTAL 149 (235 mts, 621 overs) 

FALL OF WU KBT8 : 1 for 4 (Blnny, Gevaakar 0 n.o,), 
2 for 22 (Vengsarkar Gavaskar 6 n o ) 3 for 81 (Vishwanath. 
(Hivnskar 9 n.o ). 4 for 81 (Patll Gavaskar 9 n o ). 6 for 66 
(Gavaskar, Yashpal 8 n o). 6 for 58 (Klrmanl Yashpal 9 
n 0.), 7 for 102 (Yashpal, Kapil 28 n o ) 8 for 116 (Oliavrl 
Kapil 27 n. 0 .) 

BOWLING . Leveir 201-3-66-3, Botham 26-7-48-7, Bteven- 
son 6-)-13-0 Underwood 1-0-6-0 

ENGLAND <2ND INNINGS) : 

Graham Goosh n<ri out 49 (119 mts., 95 is ars) 

Geoff Boycott n >ut (43 119 mts. 34 * ’ jure) 

Lxi » 0 (b ^ nb 2, lb 1) 

Tv^iAi ^ M III) loss (119 mts 29 3 oveis) 

! ipll Dev 8 2-210 Ghavri 5-0-12 0 Patll 
3-0-80 Ya<tc^v b o-ai-O, Doshi 6-1-12-0 Gavaskar 1-0-4-0, 
Vl<4l w unatli 0 3-0 4-0 

Ln gland uon I lie Test bv 10 Wickets. 

Man of the Match : Ian Terrence Bokkain. 

Compiled by RAHMAN 
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Sunil Gavaskar 


E SERIES AGAINST AUSTRA- 
lia and Pakistan had been won 
but there was still one Test left to 
commemorate the Golden Jubilee of 
the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India. The England team, on its 
way back from Australia, were to 
play one Tost, to be called the Jubi¬ 
lee Test against India. There were 
12 days between the end of the 
series against Pakistan and the be¬ 
ginning of the Jubilee Test. In 
retrospect, the gap of 12 day^ was 
perhaps too much because the Indian 
players had the time to wind down 
from the pressures and tensions of 
the Test series and thus, when they 
reported for the Test, they were 
mentally too relaxed and not in a 
frame of mind that brings about 
one's fighting qualities. 

If the Test had started five days 
earlier I am confident the perfor¬ 
mance of the Indian team would 
have been much better because then 
only a week would have passed bet¬ 
ween tlie Tests. The Bombay team 
had a Ranji Trophy match in bet¬ 
ween and there was also a double- 
wicket tournament in Bombay where 
six Englishmen ana six Indians par¬ 
ticipated. This tournament attracted 
more crowds than the Test did. 


After the experience of the previ¬ 
ous two Tests it was obvious that the 
Bombay Cricket Association would 
make greater efforts to prepare a 
wicket that would last. So when one 
had a look at the wicket it wasn’t 
surprising to see a fair amount of 
grass left on it qnd underneath, it 
looked hard and firm. The first 
thought that came to mind was that 
it was a typical Australian wicket 
and would give the quicker bowlers 
plenty of assistance particularly on 
the first morning when the wicket 
would be at its freshest. 

The Indian team had made ono 
change by dropping Chetan Chauhan 
and Dilip Veo^sarkar, who missed 
the Calcutta Test because of injury, 
was back in the side. Roger Binny 
was to open the innings with me. 
Chetan. who had been my partner 
for 29 Tests in sucosssion, was really 
unlucky. If you look around other 
countries you will find that they are 
all struggling to find a stable pair of 
opening batsmen — and here we 
were, disturbing a settled partner¬ 
ship. 

Vish won the toss and we batted. 
Botham managed to get a lot of life 
out of the wicket and Taylor was 


taking tbk ball either fit Itirbiit ef hts 
faoe or above his hcadr This ahouM 
give an idea of how much bounce 
there was in the wicket. 


Earlier in the morning there was 
a colourful ceremony where all the 
Test cricketers, past and present, 
were given mementos by thq Board 
President, Mr Chinnaswamy. It was 
wonderful to be part of the gather¬ 
ing on the field and mingle with the 
former Test stars. The excitement 
of meeting and shaking hands with 
one’s Test heroes was too much. 
Miishtaq Ali was there’ ers'ict a.s 
ever and I thought to myself what 
great fun it would be if I could hit 
a six in the first over. Just a small 
way of paying a tribute to a cricket¬ 
er whom I admire and also envy be¬ 
cause he could play shots from the 
word *’go” off the quickest bowlers 
in the world. This excitement and 
the urge to play a bit like Mushtaq 
Ali was the reason behind my un¬ 
usually aggressive approach on the 
first morning. I did not hit a sixer 
in the first over but I managed it 
later. I picked up the line of the 
ball early and as it swung into me, 
it was just perfect for the lofted 
shot. I timed it well and there It 
went soaring away. I just hope 
Mushtaq Ali apprecia1<?d that shot 
even if he didn’t like the rest of the 
innings. 

Opening with a new partner has 
its problems, particularly in running 
between the wickets and Roger and 
I missed some easy singles, took 
some risky ones and finally lost 



Gavaskar stirvivfjs a confident Ibw apveal from Lever in the very first over of the match 










Kirmam throws the ball high up m the air os he gets Boycott—hisIOOth Test victim Bmny ts the bowler 


Roger’s wicket as he was slow in 
responding to a call for a quick 
single, hesitated and was run out as 
Larkin's direct throw found him a 
yard short 

By this time I was finding that 1 
couldn’t control my urge to score ofl! 
every ball My concentration was 
terrible and it was througn sheer 
luck that I survived the first hour 
After that, I found it was relatively 
easy to get back to my own self and 
my concentration was returning and 
the urge to hit the ball every time 
had disappeared. But then I got 
myself into a shell and with the pro* 
fessional line bowled by the EngUsh- 
men, it was difficult to pick runs 
Dilip hit two lovely boundaries off 
Stevenson, an on*drive and then 
through mid-wicket and he looked 

K >d. When this hoy hits shots he 
k$ brilliant but in the interests of 
the Indian side and giving it solidity, 
he has curbed his natural game and 
plays less shots than he is capable ot 
With lesser pressure in this game, 
he was giving himself the libeily of 
playing shots and enjoying it too. 

I got out one diort of 50 when. In 
Iryfaui to fiidt Botham, 1 managed 


only to get an outside edge and the 
ball fiew high over the head of gully 
and Taylor ran to get under it and 
take the first of his seven catches 
This wicket was lost just a quaiter 
of an hour before lunch and it is 
always difficult to go in and bat be¬ 
cause one has to start concentrating 
again after lunch. This was the case 
with Vish. He was off the mark soon 
and at 108 for two we seemed to 
have weathered the hveliness of the 
wicket and its early freshness. Just 
the sort of score to launch a bigger 
total 


However, the first ball after lunch 
M us back as it found .Vengsarkar 
retching forward and edging a re* 
ulation catch to Taylor. Patil 
:arted off breezily and When Vish 
layed a cover drive off Stevenson, 
PC relaxed in our seats. Then John 
•ever struck a blow as Vish aiming 
nother cover drive, was bowled for 
It was now going to be difficult 
0 build up a match-winning total 
.nd Botham, returning for another 

S ell in place of Stevenson, saw to it 
at our middle-order was destroyed, 
le had Patil, who was batting with 
:on$iderable restraint, caught behind 
ind followed it up by getting Kapil 


identically That effectively put the 
lid on our high-scoring ambitions 
Kirmani was still there and Yashpal 
in his usual self was picking his runs 
through the gaps m the attacking 
field 

When Botham gets among the 
wickets one can see a change coming 
over him as he seems to bnng out 
reserves of energy and those two 
quick wickets had fired him He was 
now coming in, bouncing and on' 
could see the pep m his strides Gone 
was the tired and seemingly listless 
Botham of the morning This one in 
the afternoon was positively different 
A destroyer he was Yashpal left to 
him, caught in front of the wickei 
%vith an in-swinger Ghavn was 
caught behind. 

Kirmani, in such a situation. is 
always a dodgy customei for the 
opposition and he now decided to be 
aggressive. He pulled Levor twice 
to the square-leg boundary and cut 
Botham. Shivlal hung around with 
him for some time and they added 
useful runs before Shivlal went to 
Botham, caught behind by Taylor 

With Doshi m and the fielders 
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spread back by Brearley, it was difR- 
nilt for Kirmani to score runs. Yet, 
with his unorthodox batting, he had 
got to 40 and the Indian total to "IM 
when Botham, slanting an inswinger 
at the left-handed Doshi, had him 
caught behind »nd finished with six 
wickets. Bob Taylor set up a record 
by catching seven batsmen. It was a 
poor total on a wicket such as this. 
Once again our batsmen were to 
blame — none more so than Dilip, 
Sandeep and myself who had all 
reached 30 and failed to convert it 
into a three-figure innings. 

T he worst part about 

opening the innings is that 
after fielding for a whole day one 
has to go and bat for the last 10 
minutes. Irrespective of his side's 
total, the fielding captain can have 
a very attacking field and the fast 
bowlers also can go fiat out as they 
know they have only an over or two 
to bowl. Both Gooch and Boycott 
survived one over from Kapil and 
Ghavn. Kapil looked weary after his 
efforts during the season and Karsan 
is finding it more difficult now to 
bowl at a sustained speed for long. 
That is not depressing as a good rest 
from May will find them fresher and 
raring to bowl in November for the 
Australian tour 

Gooch went to ^havri when he 
nicked a catch to Kirmani and Lar¬ 
kin went next to a ball that swung 
in at him and found his pad in front 
of the wicket. Boycott was digging 
himself in and there were looks ex¬ 
changed between the Indian players 
that said ^'better get this man out 
quickly, else he will be there the 
whole innings". Binny saw to that 
by pitching his out-swinger perfectly 
and Boycott, chasing it, was caught 
by Kirmani to give the *keeper his 
100th Test victim. What a tremend¬ 
ous achievement by Kin and all of us 
were delighted for him. With his 
weird sense of humour and the abi¬ 
lity to mimic. Kiri is fantastic in the 
dressing-room. 

Kapil got Brearley with one that 
whipped back and found him in 
front of his wicket. Four down and 
we were back in the game. First 
over after lunch, Kapil got Gower 
leg before and at 58 for five, we 
were in for the kill. The ball was 
swinging and bouncing and our 
bowlers were pepped up by the fall 
of wickets. 

Botham was playing carefully and 
Taylor’s intentions were clearly to 
stick around. At 85, Taylor played 
and missed a ball from Kapil and 
was declared out caught behind. To 
us in the slips cordon it was obvious 
that be hadn’t touched the ball and 
Vish went up to the umpire and re¬ 
quested him to reverse the decision 
as we were withdrawing the appeal. 
The umpire also courageously agreed 
to reverse the decision and recall 
the batsman. That was it — as 
Taylor dug in and, with Botham, 
shrugging off his defensive posture, 
the England score began to mount 

\S 


Botham cut and drove the quicker 
bowlers vigorously and swept Doshi 
repeatedly to the boundary. He was 
also aided by some short bowling by 
our bowlers. Shi vial, brought on, 
also failed to check the runs and the 
score started mounting. Botham 
looked better and better as he went 
along and Taylor looked solid. Even 
though over 50 overs were bowled 
the ball still cut off the wicket and 
moved in the air. Botham complet¬ 
ed his century with a powerful 
square drive off Ghavri that rocketed 
into the fence not giving deep third- 
man a chance to move. Ghavri got 
his revenge as he trapped Botham a 
short while before the close. With 
the score reading 229 for six and the 
new ball due first thing in the morn¬ 
ing, we had hopes of curtailing the 
England lead to about 10 or 20 runs. 

It was Ghavri who struck first 
thing in the morning when he induc¬ 
ed Emburey to hook and offer a 
catch to Binny at deep fine leg. It 
was yet another wicket to good 
thinking by Ghavri, seeing Emburey ! 
was prone to move forward before 
the ball was bowled. 

The fact that we were mentally 
jaded was never better illustrated 
than when we failed to appeal when 
Lever hit his own wicket while get¬ 
ting off for a run. lever didn’t even 
take the run as he was sure that 
there would be an appeal But no¬ 
body had seen what had happened 
and though one saw the fallen bail, 
nobody just had the mental alertness 
to appeal. Poor Kapil. He missed 
out another wicket. 

From there we just went to pieces 
as the morale seemed to sag and the 
fight went out of us. Taylor was 
trapped by a ball that kept low from 
Kapil and Lever was bowled by 
Doshi. Stevenson hit lustily and 
even hit Doshi over long-on for a 
six. Ghavri finished off the innings 
when he bowled Underwood behind 
his legs to end up with five wickets. 
It was a performance whicli was 
deserved because all through the 
earlier matches he had bowled with¬ 
out luck, having catches dropped, 
catches not carrying and beating the 
bat. 

HAD TWO OVERS TO PLAY 
before lunch and in that we 
lost Binny trapped leg-before by 
Botham for a duck. I feel Binny is 
not cut out to be an opener at the 
Test level His utility to the side 
lies in his batting In the middle or¬ 
der where he wiU produce the runs 
far more easily than if he is presist- 
ed with as an opener. 

Vengsarkar perished to Lever 
playing across the line. Vish got off 
the mark with a boundary and com¬ 
pleted his 5000 runs in Test cricket. 
With that off his mind, one ho^d 
Vish would play a long innings, but 
that was not to be as he flawed at 
one outside the off-stump and was 
caught by Taylor. Botham got Patil 
leg-before off the next delivery and 


we were in trouble. Yashpal and 1 
had barely managed to wipe off the 
arrears when 1 fell, chasing an out- 
swinger to give Taylor a catch. It 
was a poor stroke. ^ 

Kiri followed when he gloved a 
delivery from Botham to third slip 
and though Yashpal and Kapil added 
runs it was a lost cause. Yashpal 
made 27 and fell to Botham, again 
his back-foot in trout ot the wicket. 
Ghavri was superbly caught by 
Brearley and Kapil was left to fight 
a lone battle. He found an ally in 
Shi vial and with their bold stroke- 
play, they brought a little cheer in 
the Indian dressing-ioom. The way 
they had played, particularly Kapil, 
we were hoping that we would get 
England at least 150 runs to make. 

I AN BOTHAM’S FIRST DELIVERY 
of the day cut short any hopes 
we had of setting England a decent 
target to get as it had Shivlal edging 
to Taylor. Lever ended our innings 
by having Doshi hopping up a catch 
back to him. We had added only one 
to our overnight total Kapil was left 
unbeaten with 45, a valiant innings. 

England’s openers Boycott and 
Gooch took no chances though Kapil 
and Karsan bowled really well in 
the first 10 overs. In one over Karsan 
beat Boycott by a whisker, had him 
hurryingly jabbing at the next one 
and then edging the next delivery a 
good two yards in front of me at 
second slip which went through my 
fingers to be picked up by deep third 
man. While it was understandable 
for the crowd to think of it as a catch 
because they are quite fai 
away from the centie of play, it was 
disappointing to read in the papers 
the next day that 1 had spilled an 
easy catch. What is the point of hav¬ 
ing covered 100 Test matches if one 
can’t iudge from experience when a 
catch is a catch and when the ball 
docs not quite carry to the fielder. I 
think one should only contribute 
poetry and leave cricket reporting to 
those who would at least be able to 
judge a chance, a half-chance and no 
chance at all. 

I know that such reporting can 
make a dent in a younger player’s 
confidence, particularly if the young 
man is an average fielder. .The next 
tune a similar thing happens the 
youngster is not even going to try 
and convert a half chance into a 
chance tor fear of being reported for 
dropping a catch and consequently 
his side will suffer. 

Boycott himself showed surprise at 
the reaction of the crowd but never¬ 
theless carrld on and with Gooch 
went through with the target of mak* 
ing England victorious by 10 wickets. 
Thus ended 13 consecutive Test 
matches with India spoiling its re¬ 
cord only at the last Test. It was 
wonderftil being part of fbA Golden 
Jubilee celebrations of the Board and 
here’s a sincere wish that the next 
50 years be even better for Indian 
. criemt 






<irilkc^ 

<; K N)iiy\Ki4 wa& the capUin, ; 
iimi Pataudi joined &p|«itdid cridee- ' 
ifrs like Ws«eir All, Nazir Ali. Lall 
Singk, Jahangir Khad^ Amar Singh 
and Mahomed Nissar in prossing 
ISogtend^ hard over three days be* 
foi% elapsing and losing w ^ 
lun*. ^ The icrbrd books hidtide 
niH' historic note: England debuts 
^r-W. E, Botwea, India debu(»—All. 

England cricknters who have 
played tn India will recall it with 
n smile; n<A that it has ever been 
c*.i'>y to perform with sJoU and, 
tousistency in extreme heat m 
fiont of a cricket-crazy crowd. 
When the Testa are on, the whdie 
nation stops. 

The traostitor radio has, of 
cum sc, compounded the effeit. A 
fair example occurred only la.«t 
week when 1 was among the horse 
racing crowds watching the Indian 
Derby in Bombay. Seconds boforo 
the race, I worl^ ray way down 
to the tinishing post, whidi was 
also the start 

Jockeys settled their horses be* 
lure taking them around to the 
back of the stalls. Suddenly there 
was a surge of agitatjoa among 
the spectators, horses became agi* 
tated too. One or two reared up 
and the jockeys strained their 
arm muscles, glaring wit)^. annoy¬ 
ance at the crowd. 

“What happenedT” I asked mv 
friend. He turned and asked 
someone else, and came back. 
"Disturbance was for appeal for 
Ibw in Calcutta. It- wa$ badly 
turned down.” 

Whereas in the "tliiities England 
payers will remember tiger shoots 
and palaeu of the Maharajas, 
those of the 'fiMes nlwayn talk 
abovd trgveU wohali was oxotusive* 
ly W tfMh* 

Donald Carr, who was Nigel 
Howard’s vloe-^aptalA In 1951^2 
rememben be ww «e 
tha omateurn-^merghig hfter long 


plsnohn fo see the profemfehals 
clambering out from secoad-idasf 
daraiagas with heavily bmm 
window . 



dimra' «3bv^ 'had> 


cdkfceitog 


ball hat at Iasi, the 

appeal is heaved out of pumping" 
lungs and a dusty mouth. But the 
inscrutabte Indian umpire is, by 
now, lookiiig at the ground mutter¬ 
ing ^’I’m terribly sorry, but that 
IS not out,” 

Ah, well, another couple of 
bodrs and we might beat Hie bat 
ittain, 

Ikht once asked pia if 
India had changed. ”Wbat do you 
mean Jack/’ I said “Well,” he 
Igughed. ^‘Vkuow, as the howler 
brings his arm aver to bowl, the 
sight screen hursts into flames.” 

C ^AI.CUTTA, MORE THAN 
>' Bombay, has the image of sm 
inlcrao. U the ball hits an 
Englishman's pad, 85,000 inside the 
ground appeal for Ibw—and so do 
85,000 outside tbe ground. Very 
probably those outside have dupll- 
cuted tickets But also they pay a 
rupee to sH on the ground and* 
toliuw the game’s progress on a 
bluckboaid, manned by a gentle¬ 
man who holds d transistor radio 
to bis eai “Fletcher ct Engineer 
b Prasaiind” 

1 .sdw a blackboard iit action last 
week during the Pakistan-lndia 
Tost. This lime it was in the. 
splendour of one of the world’s 
finest hotel.s, the Mougal Sheraton 
at Agra. Fart of the hotel service 
was providing the latest Test 
scores. 

One or two days later, F.ngland 
players Graham Gooch and David 
Bairstow arrived there for a look 
at the Taj Mahal at Agra. Seeing 
them relax at the poolside, accom* 
.panied by their wives, forced me 
into one or two comparisons bet- 
webn their lot and mine some 
eight years ago. | 

So times have changed, god who i 
would be suriHrised at that? In¬ 
dian cricketers, like those around 
the world, have enjoyed g surge of 
status and of tucome since the i 
advent of Kerry Padeer. 

Two years ago an Indian Test 
player earned a fee of around 
£500; 4,000 rupees of that deport¬ 
ed by the Board of Control Into a 
provident fund for each player’s 
retirement. 

However, the pcofeaaifiaal's 
cause is sot the on^ <hi& The 
Indian .Board vX. Omtrol edminist 
ers aomO-wm etfanpetitioni and 
aptheda tta mannhig end ts eadeav* 
epr ,rti^ , univeraities 






Double-vs/icket tourney 

Botham- 

Gdoch 

Rs.15,000 

richer 


T^E ElBST DOUBLE WlCKEl 
•t tournament held in Bombay fail* 
cd to reach the dizzy heights of ex- 
cittMDCDt that one expected simply 
because the participants never took 
the tourney seriously, A mammoth 
crowd of 40,000 spectators sat mute¬ 
ly, waiting fiM* things to happen. 
Such a crowd would normally be ex¬ 
pected for a Test, but the return for 
their investment was just mediocre 
tare. 

Most of the local cricketers weren’t 
geared for this type of cricket, while 
a few were unsuited to it. And if I 
Ian Botham • and Graham Gooi h won 
the first prize ot Rs 15,000 it was not 



18 Graham Gooch hooks. The Goodi^Botham pair wan the touTnement 


because they tHed harder, hut be¬ 
cause they made the riiost of the 
situation. The four Bombay cricket¬ 
ers who participated in thn tourna¬ 
ment sponsored by Murphy, had arriv¬ 
ed a few hours before the com¬ 
mencement of the tournament, from 
Bulsar where they had gone to play 
the three-day Ranji trophy match. 
They were, quite understandahlv. 
tired. 

Rut one recognition that was gain¬ 
ed that day was tlie fielding prowess 
of the brothers Zulfiqar and Ghulam 
Parkar. Zulfi’s work behind the sticks 
was immaculate. Nothing seemed to 
get past him. Equally outstanding 
was Ghulam’s work in the outfield. If 
anyone enhanced Bombay’s reputa¬ 
tion, it was the Parkar brothers. 

Botham and Gooch, started the 
proceedings by plundering runs from 
eveiT bowler at will. That is till 
Kapil came on. The Haryana all- 
rounder’s first five deliveries ti» 
Gooch did not yield a single run. On 
the sixth, Gooch played a desperate 
shot only to be caught by Ghavri 
Botham and Gooch managed to get 
84 runs—actually it was 5H, but be¬ 
cause of Gooch’s dismissal, 10 runs 
were deducted—from the quota of JO 
overs that they faced. Gooch hit H) 
h()uadarie.s, while Botham chipped in 
with three boundaries and two sixes. 
An unusually high number of hits to 
the fence, considering that most of 
the fielders were positioned in the 
deep. 

The only pairs capable of cliasing 
this total were Gavaskar-Ghavri and 
Kapil-Sandeep Patil. The other thn*e 
pairs, namely Derek Randall and 
John Lever, Vishwanath and Yogiaj, 
and Graham Stevenson and David 
Bairstow, didn’t have the potential 
to score that many runs. 

The Gavaskar-Ghavri cx>nibination 
never got into its rhythm. Ghavri, 
who has a reputation of being a big 
hitter, was rather subdued in his 
tenure at the wicket. They managed 
to make 60 but, with Ghavri being 
dismissed twice and Gavaskar once, 
their final aggregate was 30. 

Kapil and Sandeep have been 
known to be lusty hitters. Kapil 
threw caution to the winds as he 
unleashed strokes from his .willow. 
In the process he was dismissed 
thrice and paid the penalty as thirty 
runs were deducted from their total. 
Kapil hit one sixer off Gavaskar that 
went clattering over the roof of the 
stadium and landed outside-—easily 
the best shot of the day. In this 
kind of cricket, it is important to 
score runs but what is more impor¬ 
tant is not to get out. Also, Sandeep 
had very little of the strike as com¬ 
pared’to Kapil and consequently the 
former was not able to show the 
imagination and depth of his strokes. 
This pair made 68 and finished 
runners-up. For their paiivs. thc.Y 
collected Rs 10.000. Not a bad haul 
for a day of cricket tamasha, is it? 

HARESH MUNWANI 
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Jubilee 

tamasha 

F or those who had seen 

the temperamental Pakistanis, 
the business like English came as a 
pleasant change. And this was 
brought out in the third ball of the 
Test when John Lever brought one 
back that hit Gavaskar on the front 
leg and must have been missing the 
wickets by the proverbial cal’s whis¬ 
kers. Lever, iJrearley, Botham, Gooch 
(all slips) let out the nughtiest 
''hawozsat" but when umpire J. D. 
Ghosh didn’t lift his finger, there was 
aboslutey no reaction from the dis¬ 
appointed Lever and others. He did 
not fling the ball on the ground, he 
didn’t go running to his captain, he 
did not snatch his cap from the um¬ 
pire at the end of the over and he 
did not kick the stumps. Just turned 
around and went back to the top of 
his 24-paces run-up. The deasion was 
so close that AiR expert commenta¬ 
tor Raj Singh Dungarpur ventured 
to suggest that Gavaskar’s swash¬ 
buckling ioiiings was probably caus¬ 
ed by the batsman’s feeling that be 
had been giving too much of the 
benefit of the doubt. 

The general air of efficiency of the 
English was also a welcome contrast. 
Bowlers vvere quick to walk to their 
run-up end and fielders were quick 
to change over. The result was, in 
India’s first innings, England manag¬ 
ed to average 14 cvers an hour even 
though only one spmncr (Under¬ 
wood) bowled SIX overs out of 68 in 
the innings. 


UP VENGSARKAR, HOWEVER, 
showed he hadn’t got over the 
hangover of the Pakistanis* tour. 
When he was wrapped on the pad 
and a loud appeal toUuwed, he. a la 
Javed Miundad, set oil for a leg-bye 
before the umpire could indicate his 
decision. 

THE FIREWORKS FANTASY AT 
the Brabourne Stadium, headquar¬ 
ter of the Sfi-year-old Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India, on the eve 
of the Jubilee Test match heralded 
the golden jubilee celebration of the 
board. The fireworks preapared and 
executed by the traditional ^Shorgors’ 
(fireworks specialists) of Jaipur at a 
cost of Rs 75,000 was more or less a 
costly flop. Except for a few novel 
items, where names of past and pie- 
sent Indian skippers were done in 
fireworks and crests of various 
boards and M. C. C. flashed and 
glittered, there was nothing to <la 2 zle 
the eyes of the 25,000-slrong who 
turned up to see the show after pay¬ 
ing at the turnstiles. 

The Jaipur ‘Shoi gars' have a 150- 
ycar old tradition behind them. They 
have even successfully performed in 
the United States, having illuminated 
the Washington sky during the 200th 
anniversary of the American Inde¬ 
pendence. About a dozen Shorgars 
which includes their wives and child¬ 
ren came to Rombay just a week be¬ 
fore the celberation after winning 
the contract from the board. 

According to Mr. Nur Mohaamed 
the leader of the contingent, he had 
bright idea.s to do the show in a 
grand way but lack of time at their 
disposal and also paucity of good 
quality raw material at Bombay han- 
^capped him. 


The show tteself ledsed rhythm 
and planning and there were very 
few items which depicted the colour¬ 
ful fantasy. The show was conducted 
by energetic K. L. Saini of Jaipur, 
but he found it difficult to coordina-^ 
te the show which was haphazard. 
There was no commentary of the show 
and the gap of time between the ex¬ 
ecution of one item and the starting 
of another was too big. No public add¬ 
ress system was deployed at the sta¬ 
dium to explain to the large crowd 
the contents of the show. 

A well-known former official of 
the board suggesteid that instead of 
the fireworks the board should have 
spent a little more money and pro¬ 
duced a ‘*6on-et-lumlere’, the sound 
and light effect shown at historical 
places, like Red Fort at Delhi, this 
sound and light effect describing the 
half century of Indian cricket should 
have been shown to the cricket lov¬ 
ing public at all Test centres and 
cricket wise important cities. 

UMPl RE HAN UM ANTH A RAO 
will most certainly not look back 
to the Jubilee Test with pkias- 
ant memories. Rao, who started 
his career as a Test umpire 
in the scries against Kallicharran’s 
side and was supervising his 
sixth Test, was the cfiulre of two of 
the most unique incidents. First, 
there was the Taylor incident when 
only after repeated urging from 
Vishwanath did Hanumantha Rao 
take back bis dedsion. Only a little 
less remarkable was the Boycott in¬ 
cident in England’s second innings 
when Rao took back his own ded¬ 
sion giving him out. Kapil had bowl 
ed a ball that pitched on the middle 
stump and seamed away, hitting the 
edge of Boycott’s pad as the bats¬ 
man attempted to flick it to 
the leg. Kapil and Shivlal Yadav, 
fielding at short square-leg, were the 
only ones who appealed—^more as a 
reflex than in real hope. Rao prompt¬ 
ly raised his finger. Boycott, sure 
perhaps that he hadn’t touched the 
ball, didn’t even look at the umpire. 
When Kapil saw that Boycott hadn’t 
stirr^, he turned to look at the 
umpire but, by then, Rao had chang¬ 
ed bis mind and indicated to the bow¬ 
ler that the ball had, in fact, touch¬ 
ed the pads. **Most extraordinary”, 
was Brearley’s comment on the um¬ 
piring. Yes, to put it mildly. 

THE BOARD OF “CONTROL FOR 
Cricket in India celebrated its Goloen 
Jubilee in a big way. It invited ail the 
past Test players, umpires and somh 
journalists aad coniiuciuators to Bom¬ 
bay for the Test maicii between iaoud 
and England. 

The big event was the ceremony 
before the tnaten. it was uKe a trip 
down memory lane as you saw 
Mushtaq An alongside Sandeep 
Paiii, the ever-youintui Proi. Deo- 
dhar giving a few tips to llogei 
Binny. Alec Bedser and Keit Bar^ 
rington, who had played against 
India in the years gone by, were also 
preaent. 


Lall Singh (left) and Naoomat who vwre in the Indian team in 1932 
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WhtiU live age^i meet—Sunit Gavasfuir taking miiograph from Prof, Deodhar 


114 of the 149 players who donned 
colours for India stood in a line. All 
those who had led india stood in the 
front. In a short and sweet speech, 
the Board president, Mr Ctiinna- 
swamy. thanked the people for be- 
stowing their patronage on the 
game. 

For people in the stands, the event 
became an occasion for testing their 
memories. They tried to recollect 
the names and faces of many a yes¬ 
ter-year hero who had fought for 
India. In some cases, the exerase 
became quite a task because some 
players had changed drastically in 
their physical appearances. Age had 
taken its toli 

All the Test players were intro¬ 
duced to the spectators and the 
loudest cheers were reserved for, 
Mushtaq All, Ajit Wadekar and. ot 
course, Sunil Gavaskar. And. as all 
the players stood out there, guess 
who was the eager autograph-hunter 
who went around taking everyone’s 
signature and was yet not stopped 
by the police? None other than the 
mighty Gavaskar. 

But for all the pomp and pagean¬ 
try, the crowds Just didn’t come to 
toe Test match between India and 
England. For the first time in the 
hbtory of Bombay, the daily attem 
dumces were under 15.000. Why. even 
Kallicharran's second-rate West 
Indians had attracted bigger’ crowds. 


Tickets were going abegging. In fac^ 
so bad were the sales of the season 
\ickets that BCA had. for the hr^t 
time, to put out daily tickets. 


Why did the crowds keep away? 
For one. most people regarded it as 
a fiesta Test. They didn’t think it 
was serious staff and so didn't want 
to pay heavy amounts for a ticket. 
The board erred in not saying in its 
advertisement that it was an official 
Test Another reason was that this was 
the third Test being held in Bombay 
in the past four months and as such, 
people were having trouble getting 
leave from their offices as well as it 
being a financ'^l burden. A Duieep 
Trophy final attracted better crowds. 

ANOTHEU SURPRISING THING 
was the absence of tight security at 
the hotel where the players were 
staying. The EngUsh players walked 
around freely. without being mobbed. 
And if you called up the players you 
were immediately put through unlike 
previous times wten your telephone 
calls were strictly screened. 


But it there was one thing that 
bugged the Englishmen it was the 
number of people^ in most cases 
officials, who wantM to take auto¬ 
graphs. How were so maoy people 
hivading the sanctum of their dresa 
tng room? Derek Underwood remark¬ 
ed rather irritatiiigly ; ’'There seems 


to be a national drive to get us to 
sign". 

THE CROWDS AT WANKHEDE 
continued to behave badly. Tliey 
shout obsceoKies at players.* If a 
batsman returns to the pavilion after 
scoring some runs he gets an appla¬ 
use while if he got a Tow score be 
was booed. And during this Test 
Vishwanath was the main target. Was 
it because he had spoken to the 
umpire to call back Bob Taylor after 
he had been declared out in the 
England first innings? Even Sunil 
Gavaskar wasn’t spar^ and mind you 
Sunil was concentrating very hard in 
the second innings when be was dis¬ 
missed tor 24 by Botham. Sunil was 
visibly upset by the hostile reception 
he received from the crowd in the 
pavilion. Have we forgotten all the 
things that Gavaskar anid Vishwanath 
have done for Indian cricket? Are 
we so merciless in our assessment 
that we expect all our players to get 
100 runs in every innings? Is it too 
much to ask that cricketers be treat¬ 
ed as human, where catches dropped 
or ducks scored are further evidence 
of human fallibility? One wonders 
Gavaskar wants to do nothing for the 
crowds when he wins a Test. Hc/fe- 
fusevs to mingle or go out of his way 
to please crowds, 

AJAY KUMAR wdh FRAKASH 
BHANOARI and HARESH 
MUNWANI 




Group photographs of Indian Test playtrs 


Cricketers and officials — pci5t and vresent — parade at the Wmkhade Stadtum 
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Sportsworld Exclusive 


AUSSteS IN BOMBAY 

Ullee.-rm 

getting 

old 

HARESH MUNWANI 

T he c;i\eg chappelLtLED aus- 

•liaLan cricket team to tour Pakis 
tan pci!>6cd through Bombay on 
way to Karachi. The Qantas Airline 
flight carrying them touched down in 
Bombay at 6-15 a.m. on February 18. 
20 minutes behind schedule. 

Among those who came dawn the 
ramp were such well known oelobri- 
ties of the criciceting world as Greg 
Chappell, Dennis Lillee and Rodney 
Marsh. These three have achieved 
so much fame but strangely enough 
have never been seen in India though 
they have been plying international 
cricket for nearly a decade. 

'Die Aussies looked in fine spirits 
which was a welcome relief because 
10 days ago I met Bieai ley’s men 
who came by the ‘'aine flight and 
they certainly looked exhausted 
Marsh lokingly qu.pped ‘\hat*s be¬ 
cause tne Poms mu.sl not have re 
covererl from the battering they re 
teiM*d d(»wn under’* 

As they alighted from the aiicraft 
the last man was Greg Chappell, the 
skippcM Greg looked lather dignified 


and wise m his luxuriant beard. It 
seejns to be the in-thing for a cantam 
to have a beard these days judging 
by the example of Mike Brearley 
and Greg. Our own Vishwanath had 
one not long ago. 

Then amongst the crowd were such 
known faces as Kim Hughes, Allan 
Border, Graham Yallop, Geoff Dymock 
and Geoff Lawson, who had toured 
India three months ago. 

Talking about the success he had 
on Indian wickets and his subsequent 
elevation as Lillee's new^ball partner, 
Dymock said: *T cannot rch you how 
much the experience of Indian con¬ 
ditions js responsible for my evolu¬ 
tion as a bowler. The success 1 
had has given me confidence and 
it*s because of this new-found con¬ 
fidence thai 1 did so well at home. 

1 have realised that 1 do have the 
potential. 1 nave been able to bowl 
well Decause i wa^ nd.ng the wave 
of success. But moie tnan anytning 
else I have developed the art oi 
varying my bowiing. Dll 1 came to 
India every deUvery i bowled was 
praciicaliy the same. But now 1 am 
able to mix the that was a big 
lesson for me.' 

Kim Hughes, on the eve of his 
depanuie, uaa proaictcd toat inoia 
.would nm be abie to beat rakistan, 
wijiie commenting on tne ouicome o£ 
the series, but as things turned out 
Inaia won 2 u aOd comiot\abiy. How 
did oe teci/ Hughes replied: 'There 
weie two things 1 had daid. One, a 
lot would depend on how Indian 
batsmen fared and obviously they 
weic ab«e to overcome tne Pakistan 


bowbog. Mcnndly^ I had nwintanuMl 
that a lot would depend on jmren 
Knam He was not huiKired per 
ht. He missed virtually two games’'* 

Hughes had been a pcoUfic scorer" 
in inuUu uid this help him? **Utt* 
doul^ediy yeg'\ replied Kim-*^Well, 
for me t got the experience of pb^- 
ing in more Test matches. Secondly 
its good to bat on all kinds of 
wickets.*’ 

David Hookes and Rod Mardi are 
the guys with a great sense of 
humour. They often said or did 
things that kept their team-mates 
smumg and helped to relieve the 
tensions of travel. 

And that brings us to Dennis 
Lillee. A fantasMC bowler by any 
standard, Liliee has occasionally in¬ 
jected the game with controversy as 
well as his nits with the establish¬ 
ment. The necessary idtributes of a 
fast bowier according to liltee are 
**co-oraination, fitness^ strength, en* 
durance and a big heaK". 

Dennis has had some real bad in¬ 
juries but has bounced back into the 
game with great determmaLon. 
Lillee explained: ^'Actually H was 
this severe back injury that 1 had 
that keeps recurring every now and 
then.” 

Spelling out the success formula 
LiUee said: **You should succeed in 
whatever you do in life only if you 
have the determination.” 

*1 have got to a stage where 1 
realise 1 can’t always bowl express 
and that’s why 1 have staDed bowl¬ 
ing cutters and fastish leg-breaks. I 
feel the time has come for me to 
slow down. 1 am growing old you 
know. That's why X am relymg on 
accuracy.” 

What about his famous innovation 
c —the aluminium bat? Lillee re- 
« plied: ’This bat is designed to help 
schoolboys. It is not meant for 
» Test players. That bat is made of 
I extruded pieces worked down to 
^ shape. But now it is banned. When 
I played with it in the Test I don’t 
think the ball was damaged. I ex¬ 
amined the ball and it had not lost 
its shape. I can swear in black and 
blue that Brearley used* it as an 
excuse.” 

The Aussies walked off to have 
breakfast as team manager Fred 
Bennett went around asking the 
boys if they would like to see the 
JubJee Test. Surprisingly Greg 
Chappell was the one who 

didn’t want to go. llie amused 
skipper said: ”We have bad a long 
flight and these boys don’t want to 
sleep. They play so inudi cricket 
and yet what do they do the moment 
they are free — they go and watch 
cricket They are a crazy lot.” 

But when Greg realised he was 
the only one not going, even he 
went along. 



24 I he Ausiraltam at the Bfmbay Airport Hughes^ Border and Yallop are 
casilg tdentiftable 





Gres 

Chappell: 
I'm 

relatively 
successful 

G reg chappell is a man of 

few words. As a skipper he has 
the respect of all his team-mates be¬ 
cause he leads by personal example. 
As a batsman be is rated second in 
the world, next only toViv Richards, 
/ind as Greg walked down from tli*? 
aircraft in Bombay where his team 
was switching flights to Karachi, he 
was a picture of confidence but at the 
iame time, modesty. 

The tall and athlete-looking Greg, 
wearing the Australian colours, plays 
the role of friend, pliilosopher and 
guide to his team-mates. When asked 
tof an interview, Greg, agreed right 
away. Not for him those excuses of 
‘not now, later*. His gentle nature 
and c'ourteous manner would endear 
him to anyone. 

grew up in a faimly where cric¬ 
ket was very popular. Almost from 
the time I learnt to walk, I began 
playing cricket. I got a lot of encou 
rugeinont to play the game. I played 
tor South Australia in the SheflSeld 
Shield but in 19^3 switched to 
Queensland. I did this for two rea¬ 
sons My elder brother Ian wds cap¬ 
taining SA so there was no chanoe 


of my leading the side. So when 
Queensland offered the captain's job 
to me, 1 jumped. 1 wanted to see if 
I had the ability to lead a side. Be¬ 
sides, I thought it would be a good 
experience. Of course, I was getting 
good terms too. Earlier, in ld68 and 
1969, I played for Somerset in Eng¬ 
lish County cricket. These two years 
mentally equipped me to play inter¬ 
national cricket. As a result when T 
made ray Test debut in 1970 I was 
not over-awed by the occasion. I 
was not nervous. I learnt to play un¬ 
der pressure and generally improved 
my technique”. 

Greg continued * ”But then I got 
to a stage where I felt those tw<i 
years were enough of Couuty cric¬ 
ket for me. I didn't want to get to a 
stage where 1 would be physically 
and mentally affected by ray desire 
to play and consequently decided to 
confine myself to Australia.” 

Though he has been playing Test 
cricket for 10 years, he ha's never 
played against India both at home 
and here. How did he feel about this? 
Grek revealed . ‘T was disappoint¬ 
ed when 1 was uot selected tor the 
1969 tour to India. In some ways I 
am very keen to play here because 
of the game’s popularity among the 
people. Also, you have a strong side. 
It would be nice. But at the same 
time I would like to have short tours 
of places like India and Pakistan. 
Long tours generally seem to affect 
us, health-wise.” 

What about Keiry Packer? Was 
his World Series successful ? Greg 
ran his fingers through his beard and 
replied ; “From the very beginning, 
I knew it would be unsucc'essful. But 
it was something that had to be tried. 
There had to be a new challenge in 
the future. The game was getting 
stale. That's why I gave it a go.” 


”As for the results, it was a succ' 
ess in its entity, being a triumph of 
cricket in generaU Night cricket was 
established. Most important, a break¬ 
through was made in estabhshinent 
cricket. It was good to know that 
there would be an alternative spon¬ 
sor. Because; of World Series cri¬ 
cketers, both Packerites and non- 
Packerites, seemed to have bene¬ 
fited.” 

How did the players and crowdi^ 
react to night cricket? Greg said 
“It is a terrific spectacle. Playing un¬ 
der lights made it possible for famili¬ 
es to go to the game. Of course, it 
by and large affects cricketers* vision 
by about 10 per cent. But it's an ex¬ 
periment and constantly, innovations 
are being tried out. i think night 
cricket has a future in Australia.” 

- Brearley had complained that too 
many one-day games didn't allow his 
key players to get into their rhythm 
Greg agreed. But added. “When India 
and New Zealand will conv^ to Aus 
tralia, there would be some four-day 
games and lesser number of one-diy 
games.” 

How does he rate DennU Lillee ? 
“He is the greatest—make no mis 
take of that. He has a natural abili 
ty. But more than anything, lallec 
can adapt himself to any situation. 
HeTl get wickets on any strip. And 
now he has shortened hi.s run-up and 
has developed his cullers. In the 
Test at Melbourne, under un 
helpful conditions, Lillee bowled 
magnificently”, Greg answered. 

How does heo^iew his own batting'^ 
The six foot-one-mch Gieg heaved a 
sigh and said : “Let me see now. I 
am consaous about my baiting. 1 
know 1 am a senior player so the 
lads kick up to me. 1 am relatively 
successful. 1 just hope I can continue 
doing the job—as a batsman 1 am 
£ steady and like to build xny innings 
% I like to play big knocks. And 1 
|. think that's where £ differ from Vivi 
^ an Richards. Viv is a tremendous 
I bat but doesn’t dig in. Against us, he 
I got one hundred, one 90 and two 70's 
- whereas actually he was in a position 
to score three centuries. Viv, 1 am 
sure, was disappointed because it 
was all there for him to take. But 
Viv is learning and is maturing. 1 
will never forget his 74 at Adelaide 
on a fast wideet which gave the Win- 
dies the initiative.” 

”We lost to West Indies but 1 
thing it’s no disgrace losing to a 
better side. As for England, they 
weren’t good enough, their batting 
has been brittle in recent years. As 
for my boys, I think we have to im¬ 
prove our fielding. The application is 
not there. We’U have to do well in 
one-day games. I thiuk what we need 
is to practise winning.” 

Greg bad said in an article that he 
wrote that Brearley wouldn’t make 
it to his World XI because he feels 
a captain should earn his place in 
the side fiirst. Any comment ? Greg 
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answered : *'In England they chose 
the captain first. Brearley was a fine • 
skipper but he won’t find a plaoe in 
my team/* 

As long as Brearley was winning 
the Test matches everyone said he’s 
delivering the goods, so retain him 
in the team even though Brearley 
ds a player would not find place in the 
Test team. But the moment he slatt¬ 
ed losing there was a strong lobby 
that called for his removal. Brearley’s 
famous words ^*Whea the team wins 
the captain gets overpraised and when 
the side loses the skipper gets over- 
blamed*’ couldn’t be more apt in that 
context. How does Chappell feel*^ 
“Brcarley’s winning record was 
against mediocre teams. But 1 
do agree with what he has 
said when you lose people 
are looking for a target. So they start | 
from the top working their way 
downwards and thus the captain 
becomes the first target for criticism 
Alter all the captain alone 
docs not make the team. There ai(* 
ten others. Sometimes you lose <*ven 
though you have tried your best The 
opposition may be simply belter Con* 
ditions may be against you. What 
then?” Chappell asked 

nPHE ROLE OF THE UMPIRE 
* came in for a lot ol criticism 
in the recent Australian season 
While some talked of neutral um¬ 
pires as the solutiuo, others talked 
of three umpires in a Test with each 
umpire resting in ^ne session. We 
had the ironic and unique situation 
when Clive Lloyd criticised the um¬ 
pires after winning a Test. Greg 
clarified : “All this talk of three um¬ 
pires or for that matter neutral um¬ 
pires was from the Press only. No offi¬ 
cial made these suggestions. 1 don’t 
think this is going to work. Although 
we may have had one or two umpires 
who were incompetent. The others 
are O.K. I am in favour of picking 
eight umpires and concentrating on 
them. This way we’ll get consistency 
Also the players and the Pi ess are 
imposing great pressuies on the 
umpires.” 

“Although, I am not in tavour of 
neutral umpiring, it could be expci^ 
mented with for one it will act as an 
incentive to spur every umpire to be 
the best in his country because only 
then will he be able to go to officiate 
in other countries. Besides, exchange 
of visits will give them opportunities 
to discuss the game and will provide 
for common interpietations of the 
cricket laws. Most of the umpires are 
no cricketers, except in England, and, 
therefore, fear from giving a wrong 
decision as it might invite criticism. 
Because of this the umpires, theiefore, 
tend to give the benefit of the doubt 
to the batsman. Now, if you have play¬ 
ed cricket and are an umpire, you are 
experinoed and you know that every 
time a batsman plays forward, he 
doesnT guarantee that he should not 
be leg before. Besides, it an umpire 
has played cricket, the players tend 
to resp^ him more. A project like 
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this would be feasible and would im¬ 
prove the standard of umpiring.” 

In a team like the West Indies 
there are four or five top class fast 
bowlers. What kind of an advantage 
is it for the fielding captain ? Greg^ ‘ 
shot back, “Well you can always put 
the pressure on the batsman. There is 
no let-up if you have that class of fast 
bowlers operating all the time. The 
basman has to concentrate intensely 
all the time. It’s a great advantage, 
undoubtedly.” 

Till now, it was England who was 
recalling its old players like Compton, 
Cowdrey and Brian Close. But now 
Australia is doing it. Four of her 
players in the last scries were around 
35 years of age. In the past, Australia 
was always known to pick unknown 
young players with the potential. 
Greg explained : “Yes but these fel¬ 
lows who are 35 have performances 
to back them If the best man for 
the job is 35 and not 25, why should 
he be dropped?” 


What are the ^prospects V>f his 
team against Pakistan? “These days 
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anything can happen. No Test side 
can be taken for gi anted. Pakistan 
may have lost to India We beat 
England. That is no way to judge. 
You have to judge every scries by it¬ 
self. Every Test team has the poten¬ 
tial to be winners. Take New Zea¬ 
land. They beat W^st Indies, the world 
champs. Maybe West Indies wouldn’t 
lose the series to the Kiwis but they 
still lost a Test”. 

What is his ambition as a player? 
“My brother Ian set the standards. 

It he played for South Australia, 1 
wanted to do the same. If he got into 
the National team and later became 
captain that was my goal. Tm 31. I 
think I’ll play for four more years 
provided my health is good, and I am 
picked. But most important, I must 
possess the desire to play.” 

Greg Chappell is labelled the 
second best batsman in the 
world. How does he feel? The 
reply came rather modestly. 
“I haven’t given it a great deal 
of thought. But I must admit it is 
fiattcring. What is relevant is what I 
score for my side and not what 1 am 
ranked ip the world. All 1 think 
about is my next innings. If 1 can 
get runs to help mv side that gives 
me immense satisfaction. I am not 
the kind of fellow who will tear an 
attack like let’s say. Viv Richards. 
But because of my batting reputa¬ 
tion the opposition realises that I am 
the mainstay of my team and thus 
tries that much harder to get me 
out.” 

Having patienty answered all that 
was thrown at him. Greg raised his 
78 kg frame to go and join his boys 
for breakfast. The skip means busi¬ 
ness. In a no-nonsense tone he told 
the boys there would be a team 
meeting immediately aftei breakfast 
And they hadn’t even got to Karachi. 

HARESH MUNWANI 
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ATHLETICS 

After 

Hissar, 

what? 

I F THF PERfX)RMANCES OF OUR 
leading athletes in the inter State 
i^eet in Hissai from February 10 to 
14, are indicative of the j»tate of 
^dian. athletics on the eve of the 
Olympics, then it seems fairly certain 
that some of the top notchers are 
likely to fall by the wayside, to make 
room foi a number of very piomising 
younger men and women It may 
appear unfair to judge tmr stalwarts 
by just one major meet, but the fact 
remains that not all the successfi^i 
members of the Indian teams at the 
Bangkok Asiad in 1978 or the Asian 
Invitation Meet at Tokyo last May, 
seem psychologically anyway, ready 
to face the rigours of an Olympic 
year, at the moment 

Those who have pressed on, with 
then preparation have not disapp 
ointed, and should get better as the 
season progresses In this context, 
an encouraging phenomenon was the 
coming of age of many of last year’s 
second stringers In the sprints for 
instance, Bombay’s Adil Sumanvala 
no longer has to play second ikldle 
to Asian Games 100 metres winner 
Gnanasekharan, and on Hissar’s loose 
clay tiack, managed to beat the 
latter in a near photo-finish Sumari- 
vala, however, had no answer for the 
brand new sprinting prodigy Thamiz 
Harsani m the 200 metres, who hved 
up to his recently acquired reputation 



r 


ds India's keenest athlete by walk¬ 
ing away coolly with the 200 metres 
(219 sees) and the 400 metres (49 0 
secs) titles and helping his Delhi 
relay quartets to win the gold m the 
4x400 and bronze in the 4x100 metres 
finals 

Ihe middle distance events show 
ed Sant Kumar appearing hKer 
and wiser for hi$ imemanopal ex 
peiience last summer, and running 
comfortably enough before home 
crowds, to wm the 800 and 1500 
metres lokyo 1500 winner Rattan 
Singh, looked somewhat jaded this 
time, but confessed that he had been 
a la^c starter for the 1980 season 
Likewise, Shivnath Singh found 
feliow-distaiice luimers Gopal Saini 
and Inder Singh taking the limebght 
in the respective 5000 and 10,000 
nuties which had been bis for the 
asking not so long ago Thcie 
should, however, be no cause for 
concern here, since it has taken him 
some linu to get accustomed to a 
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civilian routine, after years of re¬ 
gimented training m the army 

India s Montreal marathon man is 
not one to lose hope easily, and 1 for 
one, am convinced that he will be a 
tougher proposition by the time the 
summer’s open meet is round the 
corner Both he and Moola Singh 
gave the Hissar marathon a miss, and 
Iclt armyman Swaioop Singh to lead 
from start to fimsh to register a 
superb 2 hr 20 mm victory 

In the absence of many top not 
chers, including Suresh Babu, the 
jumps were unexciting but Fhool- 
rarns remarkable 4 23 metre pole 
vaulting effort stole the show by the 
ineie fact of it beating an eleven- 
year old national maik In both the 
high and low hurdles, there was a 
semblance of quality performance, not 
only from the respective winners 
Satbir Singh and Priyatam Singh, but 
from the other finalists It scem% 
that specialist coaches like former 
hijidling international Amntpal have 
been working away with their 
trainees in a quiet but systema'tic 
manner to enable thejii to deliver the 
goods at the right moment, perfor- 
mancewise 

Ihe throws showed Olympian 
Bahadur Singh near enough his last 
year’s effort in the shot put, extreme 
ly lit looking Raghubn Singh Bal go 
from strength to strength not only 
in the hammer throw but also m the 
discus, where his 51 metre plus needs 
to be taken note of, seriously. 

The women’s section showed the 
complete dominance of Geeta Zutshi 
m the middle distance events, and 
a goodish 100 metie win by last 
season’s quarter mihng ’iiiid’, Rita 
Sen in 121 secs. Ligament trouble 
prevented her from doing the other 
sprints The person to catch the eye, 
however, was Kerala’s smooth stnd- 
mg P T Usha, who should go places 
with more competition There was 
disappointment m the long jump 
where another Keralite, Mercy 







^hew, who set a national mark ot 
6.08 metres in the Indian Universities 
iTCet at Pune recently, was dearly 
off form. Maharashtra’s Bakhtawar 
^^®J^hatta maintained her supremacy 
as India s leading thrower, nut was 
unable to fare as well as she had 
done earlier in the All India Hallways 
meet. 

Much of the spotlight on the junior 
athletes was stolen by the absence of 
the leading younger athletes, because 
of their pre-occupation with the Indo- 
Sri Lanka athletic meet at Agra, 
following their very successful efforts 
In the Cadbury’s Inter-Gty Schools* 
meet a week earlier. Surprisingly 
though, there was hardly any notice¬ 
able lack of depth in the junior 
events, which speaks well for our 
standards. Having said tljis, one 
wonders why athletics continues to 
be organised as a tamasha even at 
the national level. With increased 
participation the Inter-State meet is 
^coming unmanageable, and it would 
be worthwhile to think seriously in 
terms of a separate Junior National 
Championship. As a postscript, one 
should spar© a thought for our poten* 
tial Olympians and try and give them 
the benefit of partidpation in a 
national championship whici looks 
like one. The kind of meets that are 
becoming the order of the day, do us 
no credit. 

RANJIT BHATIA, Hissar 
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Feel it brace your skin with 
a crisp tingling freshness 
Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave 
»s spiced with an exclusive 
newfragfance. For ^ bold ^ 

masculine appeal that’s hard to 
resist. And even harder to forget. 5 
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NATIONAL T. T. 


Chandra¬ 
sekhar, 
Indu Puri 
supreme 


PANKAJ BUTALIA 


I N THE MIDST OF NOWWIIERE 
(or so it seemed in a 
city known only for its steel 

and cement and maybe hos¬ 

pitality) one saw one of the best na¬ 
tionals in recent years. The competi- 
tion was as never before—with no 
player sure of getting past the other. 
The general standard of table tennis 
was the highest in a long, long time 
and the juniors the most promising 
batch in over two decades. May be 
the top players did not play table 
tennis of the calibre seen earlier, 
but there was no doubt that this ap* 
plied only to the top and not to the 
lak'gc body of players. 



This Yi9LS evident from the fact 
that a large propoiTion of matches 
were divided only in the tinai game 
and, that too, a lot ot them over ex¬ 
tra points. In tact, many times the 
continuous teusioii and exatement 
of such matches threatened to give 
one a heart stroke. 

riu* wort" heralded 

in — lilrrally T mean. Great 
pomp and show—floodlights, bands 
and glamorous girls — the works. A 
bit overdone, perhaps, but then who 
minds once in a while. What one 
does mind, however, is this tendency 
that has developed in Indian table 
tennis functions of dressing up girls 
to act as medal-carriers etc. 

The Rajat Kathurid-Sujay Gor- 
pade final was played on a high 
pitch—both players going all out— 
both playing consistently and both 
trying to force the pace. In the end 
it \vas Kalhuria whose backhand 
lacks the slrongth of Corpade’s whe 
was forced back. Giorpade maile up 
a 1-2 deficit to win in five games. 

The girls singles was won by Mona- 
lisa Barua who won in four games 
from Snigda Mehta. 

Old rivals Indu Puri and Shailaja 
Salokhe met in their fourth National 
final (Shailaja had won two of the 
earlier three). Indu started with 
great gusto—determined to win her 
third National singles title (Shailaja 
had won three titles so far). She 
sped through the first game 21-18 


and was leading li-f in the second 
game when trouble, i^tarted. Indu 
was trying to force the pace and in 
that started throwing away negative 
points. Shailaja cashed in with some 
determined retrieving to win the se¬ 
cond and third games. But in the 
last two games, Indu decided not to 
try f|)r all-out winners and attadeed 
consistently. Shailuja's forehand from 
where she couldn't retrieve with the 
same consistency as from her back¬ 
hand. It was anybody's match with 
some controlled hitting by Indu to¬ 
wards the end getting her the third 
National singles title. 

The men's singles final turned out 
to be an anti climax. Sanjay Kathu- 
ria seemed out of his elements and 
was in too much of a hurry to score 
points by trying wildly angular plgc- 
jngs. He failed to return Chandrase¬ 
khar's backhand chop service effect¬ 
ively in the process giving him lots 
of loose returns. Chandrasekhar play¬ 
ed a controlled game determined 
not to permit the title to evade him 
this time. He hit heavily spun drives 
which Kathuria, in his anxiety to 
finish the rally, returned wide off the 
table. So (Chandrasekhar finally 
finished well on top in a field that 
seemed to be so tightly packed with 
competition. 

A new exotic junior combination 
of Sujay Gorpade and Parthiv Vyas 
blasted their way through all opposi¬ 
tion to win the men’s doubles title 
while doubles expert Sulias Kulkarni 








. —p,., |, . . . i j p w 

clearance. An|i with priow ^ 
ling since 1975< indiufliui 
in publishiaill matenals«n 
that another Rs 50.000 or More 
needeO to publish the ephime 
if ft is printed at alt. 


The issue <!aine up at the geiM'. 
ral< body meeting at Ourgapur Mtd 
the TTFI secreta^, Mr. Phgni’t?, 
Sharma and the treamner ^ 
had a lot to answer. A propbaai' 
was mooted to appoint aa iave^ 
gation panel to unearth it. 
names of two IAS etBcialS llr 
K. K. Bbatnagar, member of the 
executive committee and S. 

Bagla, TTPl vice-president — wera'*'' 
suggested in the inquiry pamA 
But this was vehemently objected , 
to by the nominated Ute prt^ r 
dent, Mr Rangaramanujan. Whyt ' 
Is it because that senior goveror 
meat offlcials are likely to upfold. 
the many mysteries mth regard' 
to this ? A decision was taken that 
the se^etary and the trenim^ 
would have to submit a dehiuea 
report of the volume- episode In 
the next annual general me^ng. 
Let us hope the findings would be 
worth the investigation. 

When this correspondent due^ 
tioned him about the pictorial voU 
umo, he Said: "1 don’t know nhy* 
thing about ft.” Reminding hint 
ibat he was then the treasurer, as 
replied. “Please, why don’t you nslt 
Mr Ranggramanujan?” Is it on this 
issue that Mr Sharma wants ?0 
reaign trom secretaryship? Ajccot* 
ding to hiM; he is still thinking m ' 
resigning and bad not actually 
done so as was reported in some 
dalies. “When I resign, 1 wBl M 
you knour why,” was his contdno 
Sion. 

SUB HASH SARCAR 


The missing 
volume 


W AY BACK IN 1975, THAT IS 
after the 33rd World Table 
Tennis Chainpiotiships at the 
Netaji Indoor Stadiunii it was 
mooted that a commemorative pic¬ 
torial volume of the 33rd Worlds 
would be published. The entire 
respon^iibiUty was taken quite en- 
thusidsticdlly by Mr T. D. Ran- 
garamanujdn. the then TTFI pre¬ 
sident. There was a great show of 
urgency, with huge sums ^ 
money being drawn quite often. 
Soon, this accumulated to a fabu¬ 
lous amount of Rs 1.10 lakhs. 
Who signed the cheques? Were 
they signed by the then TTFI 
president, the treasurer along with 
the secretary, or someone else? 

However^ the volume issue 
seemed to be put in the cold stor¬ 
age thereaftei, to be resurrected 
in Durgapur. The expenses in this 
regard are documented, as also 
reports that expensive Italian art 
paper (availabli^ in India) was 
imported, some half tone blocks 
and colour plates made m Ger¬ 
many and that the volume was 
'*bciilg published'* in a Delhi 
printing press not known to many 
Is it worthwhile to keep the ex¬ 
pensive imported papei for so 
long ? The long pei lod may have 
already damaged the quality of 
the paper. 

One wonders if the whole 
amount was required to purchase 
only three items. And whether 
these three items being bought 
from outside got Reserve Bank 




combined with bis sister Nandini to 
win the mixed doubles. Arunjyoti 
Bora of Assam won the sub-junior 
boys singles and Sharmila Ruia of 
Maharashtra the sub-junior girls 
singles. 

In the, men’s singles quarter-finals 
league, Manjit Dua's lack of form 
was fast becoming evident, la his 
first match against Sanjay Kathuria, 
who has given him trouble many 
times earlier, Manjit was too slow to 
prevent Sanjay from pinning him on 
the backhantO—his weak corner. San¬ 
jay continued to piay consistently 
and score crosscourt winners with 
great ease. Katuiina kept up his 
form and pace in his next tie against 
Kamlesb Mehta of Maharashtra. 
Helped by Mehta’s errors, he attack¬ 
ed hke one possessed to seize the ini¬ 
tiative again and again. Mehta was 
too slow on his feet—his sideways 
movement is very poor—and trujd 
too otten to end the rally soon Ka- 
thutia sensed this uneasiness in the 
opponent and moved in tor the kill 
snatching the second and third 
game, being seven to eight points 
behind in both games, having won 
the first game. 

In his third match against S. Sri- 
ram, Kathuna met with stitt opposi¬ 
tion and was down m the hnal game 
when the news of the match between 
Manjit Dua and Kamlesh Mehta on 
an adjoining table (which Mehta 
won in five games) spuned him on 
to put m the extra eftorl required to 
win. It was almost a supei human 
effoit inspired by the knowledge that 
Mehta’s win over Dua assured Kathu- 
lia of a berth in the final iirespec¬ 
tive of the match he was playing 
against Siirain. This probably also 
afiected Sriram’s game at that 
stage— he seemed to lose heart and 
almost stopped trying. 


Sujay Gorpade—hoys champion 



Mehta bad beaten Sriram in an I 
earlier match—also in five games^ j 
another razor-thin afiaii. Snram, in 
turn, had easily beaten Dua in four 
games. 

In the other group, V, Chandrase¬ 
khar almost had a straight march 
into the final—the only trouble 
coming from Manmeet Smgh whom 
he beat in five games. Manmeet put 
up more of a fight than he had in 
the Inter-State matches, but Chan¬ 
drasekhar seemed to be ready to 
cope with most. The other two play¬ 
ers in the group, Ramesh Babu and 
Narendra Kaushik hardly troubled 
Manmeet and Chandrasekhar. 

Veenu Bhushan provided tough 
competition to tlie seeded players 
in the group 'A* league amongst wo¬ 
men. A totally unfancied player, she 
spun heavy loops which her oppo¬ 
nents found difficult to cope with. 
In her tie against Nandmi Kulkarni, 
which she lost after having two 
matclj points in the fifth game, she 
played Ihe hall repeatedly into Kul- 


karni’s bodylinc making it difficult 
for her to hit hard. It was only nega¬ 
tive points, possibly because this 
was Bhushan's first big match in a 
long time^ that caused her to literally 
thiow away the match. So also in 
her next match against National 
rhampion Shailaja Salokhe she 
threw away a 2-1, 19-17 lead by serv¬ 
ing out and by pushing a simple re¬ 
turn into the net 

There was nothing else of much 
significance in the other matches of 
this group which Shailaja topped. 
Tndu Puri came out a fairly comfor¬ 
table winner in group *B’ though she 
was extended marginally by Kasb- 
mira Patel. Neither Kalavathi Seeta- 
ram nor Monalisa Barua gave her 
much trouble. Indu Puri thus quali¬ 
fied to meet hei old rival Shailaja 
Salokhe. 

Though there were close matches 
in the girls singles, one feels slightly 
disinclined to write about it as most 
of the table tennis world is convinced 
that neither of the top players in this 

^ I 



Sidelights 

T ABI£ TBien$ IH INDIA 
gets iu first iNivate sdwdwsWp 
with Uie introductioa of the SuB 
Mentorist TT Scnolershipi A merit’ 
Gum’ineans scholarship, it has 
been Institated by Harl Das Bhai 
Shah in memory of his son Saa* 
jay (Guli) Shah, a Gujarat State 
Junior placer who died In a motor’ 
cycle accTdent on December 12, 
1978 at the age of 14. It is inteiid- 
ed to be a scnolarshto for itthfiM 
between the ages 12>15, from an 
over India. 

T he umpires too had 

their complaints. While they 
happy with the hospitality 
of the local organisers 
they were bitter about 
the uniraaginativn distribution of 
umpires on the 10 tables. Umpires 
sat with other umpires from their 
own State with the same three or 
four persons throughout the day 
for 11 days. No system was sped* 
fled about where umpires were to 
sit, were they to act as line um¬ 
pires too (Hr not. 

The biggest bunghng of the 
chief referee no stop wat¬ 
ch almost throughout the Cham- 
picnshtos. l.uckiiy there was no 
major time-limit match saving the 
TTFl this further embarrassment 


THE TABLES USED (INTAB) 
had bubbles on the surtaoe and 
were sub-standard. Surely the 
TTFl should insist un quality con¬ 
trol from maautdv.turcrs aud de¬ 
recognize ail those who do not 
come up to the mark. 


THE KANU-SIDHU INDOOR 
stadium is a magnifioent 
'trudure in the class of tne Nota- 
ji Stadium at Calcutta. Though 
not yet ;>er*naReo:, it is fat (or 
multi-sport use and the whole 
thing was m.ule ready in four 
months. O'-ganuers in Bengal seem 
to be very good at getting things 
done at snj.i. notice. One cornpii- 
ments the local organisers for do¬ 
ing their bit for the nationals fair¬ 
ly efficiently. A shameful aspect of 
Indian table tennis is tbe masque¬ 
rading of over age players as 
juniors. Players tike Sbradha 
Sbarma of Rajasthan who should 
be well over 19 years, MoaaBsa 
Barua (who oertlned three years 
ago that she was bom in 1962} 
Curfew Roy, Gautam Hasarika 
(who has produced different age 
certificates at different times) 
from Assam are actively encour¬ 
aged by their State assoefationa to 
play as subjuniors or juniors wall 
past their entitiement Snigde 
Mehta of Madhya Pradesh is 
known to have produced a birth 
certificate at tiie inter-university 
cbampioadiips oeitHyiag her age 
to be 18. Yet she pws M n jmfior 
at the aatioiiMs> » 


These State assodetions eneour- 
age this in their greed for coHect- 
ing titles for their Stmes. Surely 
it Is about time players and the 
TTPI woke up to this exploitation 
and ostracised all those who in¬ 
dulged in tins practice. Maybe a 
Ctolil test or some other medicBl 
should be introduced and the 
gmlty eSelals and players baxU- 
loed from Indian tidde tennis, 

nr*HE LOCAL ORGANISERS 
d slipped badly when they fail¬ 
ed to provide any sitting space for 
the (Mmpetitors who paiwipatcd 
in the Nationals, to watch the 
finals. Everybody else^ but ,the 
players, had space to sit 

AN INTERNATIONAL UMPIR- 
cs' Guild was formed at Durgapur 
with the intention of railing the 
standard of umpiring in the coun¬ 
try. 

.SUSHIL BANERJEE, A FOR 
mer Bengal umpire, has been suf¬ 
fering from tuberculosis for quite 
some time. The BTTA has come 
forward with some funds for his 
treatment. And now, the Bengal 
Table Tennis Players* Association 
haw started a welfare fund foi 
Mr Banerjee. Sports lovers and 
other well-wishers willing to do- 
nete mey please send whatever 
they can afford to B. Vishu, Gen. 
Se^ B. T. T. Players Association. 
71 Ballygunge Place, Calcutta-19 

DURING THE NATIONALS, 
the medical unit did a wonderful 
Job—without any complaints. It 
bad three serious cases. Two offi¬ 
cials were treated for convulsion 
A delegate, who had a heart-at¬ 
tack, was removed to a renowned 
nursiim home in Calcutta. About 
620 officials, players, umpires and 
police personnel complained of 
acidity, headache, sore throats and 
muscle pulls. All were given first 
aid by doctors and nurses of the 
Steel Plant and Sub-Divisional hos¬ 
pitals. The medical personnel ot 
these two units worked in rota¬ 
tion. 

A NORTH KOREAN T. T. 
coach, Pak Yul Gim, was present 
at the Nationgte. He esme to 
India under tbe cultural exchange 
programme and had trained play- 
trs from various States at Patiala. 
Not many were there, however, in 
view df the 41st Nationals. The 
ones who wept were charged Rs 
16 (Mi<di for hospitality tbrotigb 
the States. A training chmp will be 
held at Patiala shortly for the 
Asian T. T. probables (16 men and 
10 tvomen). Along with this, 
Indian coaches will also he given 
giddaime by the Korean to adopt 
the Isiest enaehing and training 
system. The TT Fl. according to 
secMtaiy Phanl Sharma, will^^ 
senf^g about ten playera to DjPR 
sometime in May4une for 
coathing. 


Hf|d Sub^jiKh SRicai 


group, for example, the winner Mona** 
lisa Barua of Assam, Snigua Mehta 
of Madhya Pradesh and Shraidha 
Sharma of Rajasthan are juniors by 
any standards and that they are all 
overage by fan Deb jam Bagchi oi^ 
Bengal showed promise however and. 
came close to making it to the top 
when she almost beat Monalisa 
Barua in the league matches. The 
boys singles league provided table 
tennis of a high calibre. Sujay Gor- 
pade. Curfew Roy, Pgrthiv Vyas and 
Rahul Dutt in one group and Rajat 
Kathuna, Chandramouli, Rama- 
swamy and Nishit Vyas in the other* 

Sujay Gorpadc, playing a yard or 
so away from the table and covering 
both flanks with his great reach, was 
always on top of his group. Except 
for some trouble from Curfew Roy 
against whom he played five games, 
he won his matches being in com¬ 
mand against his opponents. Parthiv 
Vyas played well after being 0-2 
down but it was Gorpade who forced 
the pace making it difficult tor Vyas, 
who has poor sideways movements 
and slow swing, to score points. He 
topped his group coming out un¬ 
beaten. 

In the other group, Rajat Kathu- 
na played excellently to head it. His 
game has the most punch of all the 
juniors—he spins heavily from the 
forehand and takes the fiist oppor¬ 
tunity to finish the ball. He was one 
step ahead of his opponents m his 
group—slightly faster than Rama- 
swamy and certainly much more so 
than Chandramouli. Nishit Vyas fail¬ 
ed to make any impression, not 
having enough punch to force the 
pace. Kathuria came through un 
beaten to reach the final—making it 
a memorable occasion along with 
his brother Sanjay in the men's sing¬ 
les. 


Chandramouli is an exciting prosr 
pect. His approach to the game is 
similar to that ot the European play¬ 
ers. He plays well from both flanks, 
watches the ball till the last moment 
and then plays it on merit. But he 
needs to improve his footwork and 
sideways movement much more be¬ 
fore he IS able to make his game 
effective. He also needs to toughen 
up his body and improve his concen¬ 
tration which is very poor at the 
moment. 


OPEN EVENTS GOT OFF TO 
a flying start on February 14 
(after the qualifying rounds had 
been held a day earlier) with most 
first round matches going to deciding 
games. The competition among the 
men was fierce, with the juniors 
determined to make their mark at 
Uie top, the leading seniors equally 
determined to hold their own and 
with a whole lot of average players 
struggling to get ahead. The results 
up to the quarter-finals shovi^d that 
quite a few from each group manag¬ 
ed to have their say wKh Narendra 
Kaushik (age 58) as a representative 
of the last category. 
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The first round ot the men's 
singles gave an indicauon of things 
to come when Vilas Mcnon of Maha¬ 
rashtra was caught in a five-game 
thnller with D D Bose of Bengal 
trom which he barely managed to 
escape Nitin Pun of Uttar Pradesh 
wds down 0-2 and six raatch-pomts 
against Mukesh Jam of Delhi before 
he scraped through. Nor did E Han 
of Tamil Nadu have an easy passage 
against Suman Ganguli of Bengal, 
whom he heal m five games Junior 
Nishit Vyas of Maharashtra stretch¬ 
ed Sanjay Kathuria of U P to the 
limit befoie losing the deader at 19 
after rallying from 1119 Then all 
this excitement was brought to a cli 
max by the upset wm of Rohit Thur- 
kud of Maharashtra over internation 
al Sudhir Phadke of Delhi Thurkud, 
who was a late inclusion m the draw, 
played an inspired game, hitting 
everything in sight—even low-chopp 
cd balls Phadke just couldn’t get 
into rhythm and for most of the 
game, was unable to return m a 
controlled manner Thurkud saved 
two match points from 1 2 down and 
then went on to win the match. 

Ihe nevt round saw Narendia 
Kdusluk of Madhya Pradesh, who had 
eai her beaten Vipm Garg of U P. m 
four games, defend his way past 
Kixth seeded Parthiv Vyas of Maha 
lashtra in five games Vyas just did 
not have the punch to pierce 
Kaushik s long defence Kaushik 
varied his reliiins and Vyas, wh6 
spins without ppenmg his arm fully, 
just couldn’t hit hard enough 
Kaushik maintained his winning 
streak surpiismg foimer national 
champion K Jay ant ot SAIL m the 
pie quarter final Kaushik wore out 
Jay ant with some consistent return 
ing and in the hnal game, forced 
him into errors to qualify for the 
quarter hnal league Jayant was a 
tiled man — playing absolutely 
mechanically — towards the end 
Sujay Gorpade of Maharashtra, a 
player of great potential, hit his way 
past R Han in the second round 
Han played well but Gorpade had an 
answe' to everything He play¬ 

ed away from the table and matched 
Hans jabs with his own and spun 
high everything that came to his 
forehand He won 3^1 

A tense match was the pre quarter 
final between reigning national 
champion Manjit Dua and Vilas 
Menon But it turned out to be a 
big disappointment with both players 
almost trying their best to lose Both 
missed easy returns and failw to 
push home their advantage Manjit 
had a slight advantage in that be 
took the iniUaUve shghtly more often 
and managed to force yhis way 
through in g tanse five-gamo duel 
Manjit won 16*21, 22 20, 22-24, 21-13, 
21-15 

Pour Maharashtra players were 
pitted against each other m one 
quarter and met in the pre-quarters. 
Snraiu met R Ramaswamy, whom he 
outclassed in straight games Sriram 
seems the steadiest of the lot He 
stands straight, pushes dhep» net an 
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The grueUma women’s singles final saw *” 

the deceit to regam the title from ^hatiaja Salokhe (below) 


etteclivc block and a slow consistent 
attack backed by will placed kills 
He makes the opponent move and 
work for his points—soimethiag m 
the manner of Deepak, Vadehra seven 
years earlier—and places the ball 
effectively when the opponent is out 
ot position 

Kainlesh Mehta had a tough time 
against Sujay Gorpade—-but maqag 
ed, this match again going to hve 
games A couple of well placed 
services and a tew edge points help 
ed Mehta overcome a defiat of 14-io 
in the second game after being one 
g<imc down Sanjay Kalhuna had the 
easiest passage into the quarters 
thrashing Sadhan Dutta of Bengal in 
stiaight games So also did V 
Chandrasekhar of TN also have an 
easy time against Rohit Thuikud 
Ramesh Babu of Karnataka played 
his usual solid game against defen¬ 
sive players to overcome G Jagan 
nath of TN in five games Manmeet 
Singh, playing a consistent game, 
beat Rajat Kathuria m four games 
Kathuria jnst couldn’t cope with 
Manmeet’s pace and consistency 

The stage was therefore set for 
the quarter final league 
Snram. Kathuria and Kamlesh Mwa 
m one group and Chandrasekhar, 
Babu. Manmeet and Kaushik m the 
other. 


Ihe major happening up to the 
qiMiler final m the women's singles 
was tnc re emergence ot yeenu 
Rhushau after a long peuod PUying 
a steady game spinning high from 
the forehand and countering from 
ttiL backhand she beat Shradha 
Sharmn and Snigda Mehta p make 
the quarter Imals Veenu is, however, 
btill plaMiig a very stiff game, not 
licndmg her knees and barely mov¬ 
ing Except for Kiran Singh and 
Rattan Mahajan, the other seed^ 
players made the league too Snigda 
Mehta attacked consistently against 
Kiian Singh, forcing her away from 
^he table and smashing any lo^e 
ictuins from her backhand Snigda 
however, was not able to maintain 
hei tempo against Veenu and lost m 
four games Ihe qualifiers for the 
league are Indu pun, Monalisa 
Bania. Kashmira Patel and Kaiavathi 
Seetharam in one group and Shailaja 
Salokhe, Vyoma Shah, Veenu Bhu 
sHan and Nandini Kulkarm m the 
other 

All the top junior boys qualified 
for the quarter final league without 
much difficulty but for them, the 
competition really starts at this stage 
There^ are seven of them—Hamas 
swamv, Chandramaoli Gorpade Rajal 
Kathuria, Nishit and Parthiv Vyas 
and Curfew Roy-all mature players 
and of almost equal calibre and theie 
should be lots of fun ahead 
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Sportspeople 


Schoolboy Mastet 

N K 3 LL Sliom, THE 14-YEAR-OLD 
chi S', piixligy from BoltoOt be- 
(iiniL <ui Januaty 11 the youngest I 
liiU I national Master m the tustory 
ol ihi younger even than 

Bobby lisclui the American former 
VVoiui Champion when he reached 
thf same level Nigers title which 
has to 1^ luimally ralihed by the 
woild clies^ authorities came during 
the K L tournament at Hasting 
when the leader Anderson, resign 
id an adiouincd game after 10 
houis play 

Conseiving his eneigies the Bolton 
schoolbov had alieady settled for half 
a point in his afternoon encounter 
with Beilin and Anderson’s overdue 
lesi^natioii ga\( him the points he 
nced'd toi hs new status 

Nigel Shoit decided early in 1978 
that lu wanted to set his sights on 
hi woild champonship 

He learnt to play chess at hve-and 
a halt At c ight he won the undei 
nine contest in the Mers<*ysjdc con 
guss ind at nine the under-10 sec 
tioii ot tl-e EVENING SIANDARD 
LXingicss Jti London Subsequently he 
beat Boitist.h the Hungarian Grand 
Mastci> in a simultaneous display 
A year later he won the 
EVENING blANOARD under-14 
event (with foui years to spare) and 
m 1976 was the only winner against 
Koichiio m a Ixmdon simultaneous 

In 1977 he became the youngest 
pci son ever to qualify for a place 
in the British chess cbampionsiup, 
which started in Bnghton three 
days before his 12th birthday He 
scoied hvc points from 11 games 
beating Penrose, who had won the 
championship a record 10 times. 

In the British championship of 
1978 he scored six out of 11. This 
was at Ayr in 1978 Last summer at 
ChcsfcM he tied for first place with 
Nunn and Beilin, winning a £783 
prize but conceding the title on a 
lather artihaal tie-break. 

His father, a fairly good chess 
player himself, has been from early 
days almost fanatical m bis fostenaig 
of Nigel’s prowess, 

Nigel enjoys punk rock A keoo 
and good footballer he bas for years 
been a faithful if lately somewhat 
sad iollower of Bolton Wanderers. 
He has a fine physique and an excel¬ 
lent temperament, but is **no acsde- 
mic genius” confesses his admiring 
brother 

Scholar- sportsman 
extraordinaire 

I T WAS A BIT DIFFICULT TO 
believe that the man I was going 
to discuss hockey with had been in 
the news the day before for having 
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delivered a very erudite talk on I 
mo^n Greek literature to the Indo- j 
Gr^k Soacty. But then Dr. iloinn 
FMcfier is a very unusual person 
The Warden-elecr of Knooes noubc, 
Oxfoj^, who was recently on a 
whirlwind trip ol all the countries 
that send Rhodts sdicilars to Oxford 
University, Dr IleUlui is a scholai- 
sportsman extiaoidniiine He secured 
a B.A. and a D Plnl (the Oxford 
equivalent of a Ph 1)) in modcin 
Greek from that leveicd umveisilv. 
served in the Biilisli at my dm mg 
the war, played hockey for Britain 
In the Helsinki Olympics, seived 
subsequently 4S munagei to the 
British hockey team foi several 
years, and is now president of the 
English Hockey Association An im 
pressive record to say the least' 

Talking to this grey haired Oxfoid 
don gave one much the same feeling 
as attending a tutoiial class And 
like an adept tutor, Di Fletchei 
was easy to communicate with and 



very clear and open in his views 


What changes did ho think that 
the growing European participation 
in the sport had brought about, and 
bow was India coping with these 
changes’’ The Europeans, he felt, 
had made the game far more 
‘physical' and far less dependent on 
deft stick-workj. The emphasis now 
was on close marking which made 
the game more ‘uneven’ and ‘chopped 
up’ — quite unlike the old days when 
the game ‘flowed’ more easily Iho 
new approach meant that there was 
now a greater reliance on speed 
and physical fitness, two depart¬ 
ments in which India had a lot of. 
work to do 


Apart loom the availability of 
greater resources and training facili 
ties where else did he think the 
sport enjoyed greater advantages in 
the West ? In the fact that at almost 
every level from club upwards^ the 


oigani/ation of the sport was in the 
hands of very sincere and dedicated 
people who often ‘volunteered* theii 
services without any wpectation Of 
lemuneration Indian officialdom dost 
thou hear ^ 


How did the West view the alarm 
ing decline in Indian hockey *De 
hgbted of course—easiei foi us now, 
isn’t it’’ and the mischievous eyes 
twinkle ‘Not seriously though, in a 
sport like hockey which is stiuggnng 
to enlist gieatei suppoit, it is a sad 
thing when one ol the greatci raasteis 
ol the game go downhill in suth a 
fashion ’ 


Any comments on Bi ilain’s dismal 
performance at Karachi ’ Disastrous 
—Ihdts all 1 (dll say loi the momeivl 
was the leplv Having btcu away for 
some months I do not know anything 
about the situation But 1 am natur 
ally very disappointed And this is 
complete IV nni xp cled 

‘And bndllY Dr fleuheu what 
would you considi 1 to be youi^ most 
cheiistK'd niomint in hockey ’’ 


‘A difficult question that Shall I 
lUst say, that 1 always lovtd seining 
goals’ And Di Robin i lelchcr s 
extraordinary lecoid is eloquent 
rowtimnnv to his success 


Say "yes" to T £ S 

F or a coupiE of seasons 

now, one cricketer from Tamil 
Nadu who has been talked of as a 
pos.sible lest landidatc is T I Srtm 
Id son Ihe average Madras pailisan 
has probably reason to believe that 
il was reasons other than nickeling 
mint that has kept this middle ordoi 
latnil Nddu and South /one batsman 
out of Iho lest team 

llu larthist ‘TE has gone in the 
domestic ciickct circuit has been his 
Rest ut India cap m the Irani Cup 
and if this meant some solace, he 
figures m the initial fist of 48 crick 
etois who were asked to declare 
their ‘availability’ or otherwise for 
the now cancelled tour of the West 
Indies Is he (like many others, one 
is sure) disappointed that the tour 
of the West Indies didn’t come off 
after all’ Does he believe that he had 
a very good chance of making the 
grade for the tour ’ 

“Yes, of course, I am disappoinlekl 
that the tour is not coming off 1 
honestly believe thaf on current 
form, I stood a good ihance of raak 
mg the grade I ve played six first 
class matches this season And I’vt 
got a 149 for South Zone against 
East Zone in Ihe Duleep liophv a 
108 against the visiting Pakistanis, a 
75 against lUrnataka m the Ranji 
Trophy and a 112 against West iti the 
• limited overs Deodhar Trophy this sea¬ 
son’, reasons out Srinivasan. 


It may be ot interest to note that 
Srinivasan didn’t figure in the initial 
South Zone team against the f Pakis¬ 
tanis. It was only after Vishwanath 



imvasan—very lanq watt ? 


c I lod ofl that ‘T E ’ was asked to fill 
tho bioach One feels sure that his hec¬ 
tic innings ot 108 must have been all 
the moie satisfying 

Opines *T.E ’ “One has to learn to 
take disappointment in stride. Maybe 
I would have been selected. Maybe 
I wouldn't have been. But that does 
nut mean it has dampened my en¬ 
thusiasm. There is the tour of 
Australia around the comer. And 
aftci all It would mean waiting an¬ 
other six months. That will be an¬ 
other opportunity to try and stake 
iny claim, wouldn't it ? That’s how 1 
look at the cancellation of the tour 
of West Indies". 

T.E.' first played for Tamil Nadu 
in the Banji Trophy in 1871. He was 
then still in college and generally 
thought of as an excellent prospect. 
Between 1871 and 1975, he moved in 
and out of the State team, making 
no particularly remarkable’ impres¬ 
sion to warrant a permanent place 
there. Two consecutive seasons 
with Woodhouses Cricket Club in the 
Lancashire Club League helped him 
a great deal. 

**You can say that 1 relish playing 

the faster situff rather than spin. 

I put in three to four hours of solid 
work-Qut$ every day. And among 
other oh h cement 


wicket as often as I can. Naturally 
this is invaluable to help one tackle 
the quick stuff flung at you", says ‘T 
E. S.* 

Born on Octobeir 26, 1951, Srhii- 
vasan is presently employed by India 
Pistons in Madras. 

Surjit sadder and wiser 

F DIA’S hockey CAPTAlMi IS 
hurt and dejected. He now most¬ 
ly stays at home and avoids poblic 
functions. Surjit Smgh whose powerful 
penalty corner bits could create terror 
into enemy’s ranks till the Champions 
Trophy at Karachi this year is feeling 
sad and lonely. This is so, because, in 
his own wordsj "Never have we put 
such tremendous efforts as a to 
revive Indian hockey. 
effort, we reached nowhere*^ 

Like a fallen hero whose fate pre¬ 
ordained bis echpse, Mr Surjit $ingh 
slowly gathers confidence and courage 
to talk about his nightmarish experi¬ 
ence at Karachi. "1 was doubly stabbed 
by fate there. The severe paiu in my 
left thigh rendered me useless for any 
further game.” On the advice of one 
German and an Australian dcK:tor» Sur¬ 
jit decided not to play in further 
matches. Surjit feels this saved his 
career. The captain laments that all 
this trouble was the result of Ms own 
UegUgenca^ *^ln fact, I hadfM|il|g,j^ 


during the Aga Khan hockey touriia* 
rnent but then I did not pay much 
heed to ityAnd in Karachi the pain 
started all over again.” 

.. Talking about Indian hockey, Sur¬ 
jit feels that India should give up the 
praetto of partidpatiiig in in¬ 
ternational hockey tournaments for 
some time. Instead, it should make 
tours of the countries strong in hoc- 
key like Holland, Germany and Aus- 
This was the practice adopted 
by Pakistan. It does not matter if 
India does not play in the coming in¬ 
ternational hockey tournament in 
Malaysia, but if India after selecting 
Mys and making them practise 
hard within the country sends 
^cm off to a country hke 
Germany or Hollaikd before the Oly¬ 
mpics, It might do a lot of good. The 
purchase of astro-turf should be a 
for India, Surjit asserts. 

Without it we may not accomplish 
what we want to.” The turf now 
wsts only Bs 36 lakhs and many 
Frrach and American firms are ma- 
nufaauring It. "Moreover, Olympic 
matches will be played on poly-grass 
and after practising on astro, it js 
much easier to adjust oneself to poly, 
grass. Surjit reluctantly concedes that 
playing on astro turf might be a ma¬ 
jor factor for India’s poor showing at 
Karachi. In tact there were other 
factors too. 


inaja,durjit teeix, Had to play all 
the tough matches in the very begin¬ 
ning. This played havoc with India. 

If we had taken on countries hke 
Britain and Spain in the beginmng, 
the ultimate result might have been 
totally different." Surjit suspects 
this might be part of Pakistan's 
strategy. Pakistan placed com¬ 
paratively weak teams agaipst 
them in the beginning to avoid chan- 
Pakistan play 
ed Holland, West Germany in the 
end, the two countries Pakistan fea¬ 
red most. Surjit also tried to con 
Vince the sports world that the di 
fferenoe in the standard of hockey 
between India and Pakistan is not as 
nndi at the 1-7 lenilt shows. To 
IH-ove his poiQt Surjit said after the 
tournament 1 asked CoL Dara to 
arrange an exhibition match between 
an Indian and a Pakistan XI, At 
first CoU Dara agreed for the match 
to be played at Sabiwal but later 
backed out. 

bluntly refused to 
that Ailtpal Slngh’s inclusion 
wAa not timely or that he was a spent 
bullet, ^nly God knows to what 
extent Ajitpal went to help India 
regain its lost glory.” Surjit has 
the greatest regard for Ajitpal. "It 
is one thing to play on the field and 
miile another to be an arm-chair cri- 
QC from outside without ever having 
beM the stick in hand”. Surjit Singh 
felt that "it is in the best interest 
of Indian hockev to steer the ship 
right in the middle of the sea wiih- 
Ottl waiting for the storm to blov^ 
over. Searching for scapegoats will 
VI imaheire/ 
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RECORD BROKEN: Mary Decker MARATHON : This aerial view shows some of the 

tht> finish line at the MUlrate. civated in the Mardi Gras marathon over the 26-rmle Lake Po^f^artrain, 

rnma^ fn, ‘iJMtL th^ wwnfffi^s 1500 world*s lofigest bTidg€. The southbound span of the twin bvidges tutu 

Setm it MSusOTTsqttW^^ordew at closed to vehicular traffic. The winner woe Ron Tabb, of Houston, Texas. 

New York. ^ record timmg of 2h, Urn, 

WORLD RECORD: US swimmer Cynthia Woodhead, right, who sei a new ww\d 200-m^m womxrn’s we^ey 
record, with 2:12.56, during an intemational meting in Bouiogne-Btlkmcourt, Parts, is greeted by her compatnot 
Ann Tiveedv, who stood fourth ^ 






VANQUISHED AND VICTOR Vitas Gerulailts and Bjam 
Borq dusplay their emotions usmg descriptive body 
lanquage cin' Andy Pearson presents Borg vnth a cheque of 
$150,000 after the Swede won hts fourth Grand Slam m 
Boca Raton, hlorida Bortq won 6-1, 61 



NOW IN I HE MOVIES Soccer immortal Pele, right, 
poses f(/r photographers m a New York studio on 
February 7 with film director John Houston, left, and 
actor Slyvestor Stallone Pele mil appear tn a new film. 
Escape to victory* with Stallone 


DEAL f All smiles at Southampton Football Club*s ground following the announcement that Englalnd captain 
Kevin Kecqan has agreed to sign for first division Southhampton Football Club m a £400,000 transfer deal from 
the German Club SV Hamburg horn left Mrs Jean Keegan (hts unfe), Southampton FC chairman Alan 
Woodford, team captain Alan Ball, manager Lawnc McMenamy, Kevm Keegan and Hamburg manager Gunter 
Nni?pr 
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mm mi mm mam WM 

iiWLAl FI IhS hrerifh neait/weught rhavipion, Luaen lioduguez makes the stueat fly as he lands a left hook 
unaefented WBC hectiyweiqht Muhcul Doke'- in Miaivi B\.ach Dokes wan the bout on pomts 


on 


lAKF THAT Muhammad Ah delivers a high and unde punch in Nairobi during an exhibition match cum boxing 
clinic at a sthool joi poor, oiphaned and homelCi>s boys Ah boxed neatly a dozen schoolboy opponents 



BOYCOTT!: Postets such off the one dbcve have sprung 
up in and around the Winter Olympics site at Lake Placid, 
New York. 


ALL READY: Olj/mpic flags fly m the wind over the 
Olyrnpic ice rink m Lake Pla<Hd as one of the speed 
skating competitors prepares himself. 


DOWNHILL RACER: Cindy Nelson of the US ski mm 
competes tn a pre-Olympic dovmhill race on Whkeface 
Mountain, site of the Alpine skiing events of the Winter 











FLAME ARRIVES Jofch-beaier Donna Beoriqht holds the torch wUh the Olympic flame as she and the other 
torch bearer, Richard Soaper, rights arrtved at Lake Placid on the night of February 8 They were welcomed by 
residents of the Olympic resort 
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ACROSS 

1 Association football (6) 

4 You can count on iti (6) 

9 In fencing, the movement of the 
blade from the line of engage¬ 
ment to Its opposite by passing 
over the opponent’s blade, It re* 
quiring great speed and deter¬ 
mination (3, 4) 

10 Moved with a long swinging 
stride (5) 

11 German industrial area (4) 

12 When children won't be required 
to work (4-3) 

15 Guiding standard as in "follow 
the captain's — and fight more 
brave!/' (3) 

17 Small light boat (5) 

18 The chicken run (3) 

19 In hockey or football the goal¬ 
keeper Is primarily concerned 
with this (7) 

21 Continent (4) 

25 Matey kind of game (5) 

26 Taking part in game (7) 

27 To live permanently in a place (6) 

28 Swindle that Is uncovered by 
VIJay Amritra] on court (6) 

DOWN 

1 One in which each competitor 
has to keep both tegs Inside a 
large bag and move short Jumps 
forward (4-4) 

2 Net profit of the fisherman (5) 

3 Seventh deadly sin (4) 

5 Start of a sticky game (5*3) 

6 Team skipper (7) 

7 Team support? (4) 

8 Of the mouth (4) 

13 Judged the quality of (8) 

14 In poker, a hand consisting of any 
five cards in sequence (8) 

18 MId-momtng coffee-break for 
cricket teams (7) 

20 Admits to membership of a team 

22 k\ever that controls the altitude 
and movement of an aircraft (5) 

23 A mark left by damage (4) 

24 Festive (4) 

(t^Ql)ut|kMW neal weak) 


^Question box 


by Sudhtr Vaidya 

K. Q. Venkateeh, Bengaloie. 

Q: How many centuries has Sunil 
Gavaskar scored In first-class cricket ? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar's 166 against 
Pakistan at Madras In January was his 
55th century In first-class cricket 

Ashim Sen Gupta, Calcutta. 

Q: What was the age of Fred 
Titmus when he played his last Test '> 
What IS his Test record ? 

A; Titmus was 32 years old when 
he played his last Test for England 
He has made 1.449 runs at an average 
of 22 29 and captured 153 wickets at 
an average of 32 22 in 53 Tests 

M. Mustaquim Shams, Bihar and 
Rajiv Ranjan, Patna. 

Q: What is F M H Engineer s 
record in Tests ? 

A: Making a debut in the second 
Test against England at Kanpur in 
1961-62, Engineer has scored 2,611 
runs in 87 Innings of 46 Tests with two 
centuries He averaged 31 08 runs per 
innings with 121 against England at 
Bombay In 1972*73 as his highest 
score As a wicket-keeper, he has dis¬ 
missed 66 batsmen by catching and 
16 by stumping 

Suthanta Chakraborty, DIgbol. 

Q: How many times did Chandra* 
Shekhar score a zero m Tests ? 

A; Chandrashekhar holds a world 
record of scoring a maximum of 24 
zeroes In his career of 58 Tests 

Ayub Rahman, Bankura. 

Q : What Is Sunil Gavaskar s record 
as India’s captain ? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar has led India 
in 18 Tests, winning six Twelve Tests 
were drawn under his stewardship 
He has defeated Australia twice out of 
the six Tests, Pakistan twice out of 
the five Tests, New Zealand once m 
the only Test and West Indies once out 
of the six Tests in which he has ted 
India against these countries 

RaJMubhra Malllck, Celcutte. 

Q: How many cricketers have 
written their autobiographies ? Please 
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name a few of them, other than 
Pataudl, Gavaskar, Prasanna, Bradman 
and Chappell 

A; Most of the prominent crickot v 

g eraonalittes have written their auto* * 
lographies A few of them are • VIlay 
Hazara, AJit Wadekar (India); Frank 
Worrell (West Indies); Len Huttpn, 
Gqjlfirey Evans, Jim Laker Colin 
Cowdrey. Fred Trueman Fred Tltrmis, 
Alan Knott. Tony Qreig (England); 
Cheetham (South Africa), Graham 
McKenzie, K^th Miller, Ray Lindwall 
(Australia), and scores of others 

Paraah Qhoah, Calcutta. 

0: What are the birth*dates of 
Hughes. Hilditch Darling, Border, 
Dymock and Hurst ^ 

A : Hughes was born on 25*1-1954 
Hilditch on 20-5-1956 Darling on 
1-5-1957 Border on 27-7-1955. Dymock 
on 21-7-1945 and Hurst on 15-7-1960 

BiswaJIt Qhoah, Midnapore. 

Q: Who scored the hrst century , 
for India ? 

A: Lala Amarnath hit the first Teat 
century for India against England In 
the 1st Test played at Bombay In 
1933-34 when he made 118 In the 
second innings 

Shaikh AlhaJ All, Chingrfpola. 

Q: What is Ajit Wadekar’s Test 
record ? 

A: A]it Wadekar has scored 2,113 
rune in 37 Tests at an average of 
3107 with 143 against New Zealand 
at Wellington in 1967-68 as his highest 
score He has taken 46 catches and 
has led India in 16 Tests, out of 
which he bas won four and lost four 
the remainihg eight Tests being drawn 
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QUESTIONS 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 49 


ball I N P I A Y 


prtL IN THE BLANKS 

1 -- and-, two of the world's 

most successful competitive swim¬ 
mers. married In 1978 The two 

had won a total of - Olympic 

gold, six silver and two bronze 
medals for — 

2. -resigned from Indian Olympic 

Association's presidentship on 
January 5, 1960 after holding the 
office for 23 years He was suc¬ 
ceeded by - 

3. Stevens Cup is competition for 

international senior - players. 

patterned after the —— (^up 

4 — Johansson of Sweden became 

boxing's world - champion 

knocking out - 
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7 i fiis 

lah d 

hi Insirui diamoml on 

4 Am U 1 

\( f1 an ^t 

hi r tc p spide 

What had 

lo )Kpc1 i 

1 1 a y 

foiln t turned sticky 

whin 1 f 

ufh cl th D( ( 

larer over 

ruffMl wfh V 10 uicl ruffed another 

( liJi) II 1 

un r V 

In rcvi iMhp 

h 2 break 

Anothr r 


1(1 e and 1 ruffed with 

H toi 

If) ‘^cHitf to ovrriuti with his 


Oui in 11 ( toiiith lound of trumps was 
rufT(<j u <i fully with dummy s last 

tinmp to U avL N^iith 4 J 10 d none 
0 / 4 0 Joo r ist 4 0000 K 

0 J fC) 4 h Oouth 4 nOfU ^ A 5 4 2 

C roni 4 0 A( t 4 9 8 ^ 6 0 0 5 

4 0 Mf 

In tiu h )pi that onr» arfendor hold both 
out tandiruj tiui ip declarer led a spade 
from lummy f)ut njw I was able to ruff 
tnuinphi^tly with 'p K South ttirew off 
hi. Ujt ( luh (fo civ( Muff would have loft 
himv»/ithlA' uun lisfio) but the defence 
I ad tIu Id t wrrri wht i I pushed through 
4 A lot now my partner 6 was 
prornott d and bn nrne the setting trick 
I I the diagrammed position declarer' 
uc coeds if he play^' for the trumps to be 
1 1 He ruffs a diamond safely in hand 
draws the trumpi with A and simply 
( uiuede'- a club it the end 


It looked a possible gain, but my team 
mate in the North seat opened with 
a (very strong) Weak Two in spades 
South Inquired conventionally with 
2 NT and North's next bid of 3 NT showed 
a spade suit headed by the Ace, King 
and Queen. South might have tried four 
hearts now, but, arguing that North could 
hardly hold anything outside his spades, 
went back to four spades. East led a 
diamond and the 6-1 trump break killed 
declarer's chances. No swing I 
Last week’s quiz At love all in a pairs 
competition South holds 4 A K 5 ^ 1063 
OAJ54'J10 83 He opens one club 
North forces with two spades and South 
raises to three spades Now North bids 
5 NT (the grand slam force) It looks easy 
to bid an automatic seven spades (you 
have two of the top three honours as 
requested) but this is a pairs competition 
It costs nothing to bid seven diamonds 
Then North with perhaps 40J109876 
^ A K 0 O none 4 A K 0 can bid 7 NT 
An irnmediato 7 NT t>y South would he 
wrong in case North is void in either 
hearts or clubs 

This week's quiz In the middle of tho 
play, can declaier ask if his contract 
tias boon doubled and if so by whom? 


'Chess 


Volume 23 of OitSj Inlormant, which 
came out last month teaiufcs the usual 
list of the 10 best games from the 
previous volume as judged by a panel of 
well known grandmasters but there is in 
addition a similar list representing the 
choice of readers of the Yugoslav paper 
Politika Ekspres Both the experts and the 
fans judged two games to be far superior 
♦o the others, and the World Champion 
was involved in each The grandmasters 
just awarded tho palm to Geller’s brilliant 
win (given in this column on February 6) 
but the readers preferred to see Karpov 
on top, carrying out a long and difficult 
attack after the positional sacrifice of a 
piece in the opcnino The notes that 
follow can only afford a general guide 
through all the complications 
White Anatoly Karpov; Black Iosif Dorf- 
man. Sicilian Defence (44th USSR Cham 
pionship Moscow 1976) 

1 a4,c9; 2 Ktf3, dt 

3 d4,«xd; 4 Ktxd4. Ktft 

I Ktc3.at; 8 g4, B*7 

7 gS, Ktfd7; 8 h4, Kt€8 

8 Bo3. a8; 10 Qa2, Qc7 

II 8-8-8, M; 12 KtxeO. Qxc8 

13 Bd4.ll4 


Probably Black should have tried 13 Bb7 
14 a3, Bf8 followed by castima 0 side 

14 KtdOl, • X dS; IS B x o 7 , RgO 
fOaxd. Oc?; 17 Bfi. KtoS 

18 BxaS, dxaS: 18 141 , BfS 

■ BhS, B X Ii 3 ; 21 R x Ii 3 . IteO 

22 f X a, Qc 4 ; 23 Rdd 3 , QMH 

24 Kbi, Rc 4 ; 2 S df, Ra 4 

28 Rho 3 . R X o 3 

If 26 R X oO 27 h X gS B X 06 White has 
28 d7+, Kd8 29 Rd11, threatening 0 xd6 eU 

27 R X 03 . P X M; 28 Qf 3 l, O x gS 

28 B X gS would have been met by 29 o6l 

28 Rol, Pg 2 

29 0a4 rnay have offered better chances 

30 QfS, RgO; 31 RH. OdS 

32 d X 07 ... 

At last White has regained the sacrificed piece, 
and thanks to the exposed position of the black 
King his initiative persists 

32 ... K X # 7 ; 33 Qf 4 , a 8 

34 PM+, Ko 8 ; 38 Q x h 7 , Qf 3 

38 Qh 8 +. Ko 7 ; 37 PM t , Ka 8 

38 Pe 4 ,Pb 7 ; 38 b 3 l, Ro 8 

40 Rgl, R X of; 41 RgO t. Ka 7 

42 Pli 4 f. Kd 7 ; 43 pfO. Ro 7 

44 Pf 54 , Kd 8 ; 48 Px aS, ReS 

48 Pd 8 T.Ka 8 ; 47 Kb 2 , f 8 

48 RfO. Pg 7 ; 48 Pc 8 f, KdS 

SO Pc 4 f, Ratigna 

Compatition 0347 . Solution next wetk 



White 

White to plav snd win 

Solution to 6348 (Alokhine^Yatea, Sem- 
maring, 1020). <4r2k/2p2r1p/f p3pRRr2qP1B2/ 
p3PP2/PnP4PyKP8/8 - WhlU to play) 

Alekhine announced th( following mate m six 
63 Rxh74 Kxh7 (not 63 Rxh? 64 

Oxfbf) 64 Rxf6+ Kg 7 65 Rgb I Kf8 (or 
65 Kh7 6jP(j7+ Kh6 070161 I) 66 0h8 I 
Ke7 67 ReH Kd7 68 0xc8t1 
Problam No 1009. Solution next wi ek 
J Kiaa (Second Prize Probk t mhfad 1953) 
<8'b81 B1a2/H pS/1 ppl BPpK/1 P2k1 SI /3R3P, 
2PpiPR1/3br3 - 12 white men; 11 black.) 
While to play and male in two moves 
Solution to No 1008 (Petkov). a82RS2/ 
K3P pbl 71 PI k pi r1 /2p3r1 /2B1R P2/1 p5b/8/8p1 
- mat# In threa.) ^ Sti7 (threat 2 Rd8i) 

(a) 1 t6 2 f5 (threat 3 R X Lb) B x 15 3 0d1 

(b) 1 15 2 bt6 (threat 3 R x e6) R x 16 3 Odl 
Bld(k IS lorccd to block both tb and f5 the 
intersection poml*^ of his Rooks and Bistiopb 



HEW S THE BEST POSITION THE DEFENDER IS NOW IN A POSITION 
TO INTERCEPT EITHER A PASS THROUGH THE MIOOtf OR TO 
GUT OFF A BALI TO THE AHACKER GOOD OCrENOFRS WILL 
ALWAYS LOOK FOR POSITIONS WHICH GIVE THEM THE CHANCE OF 
INTERCEPTINO 







































Even when the power goes off 
the Popstar stays on... 

because it switches over automatically 
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The 

Jubilee 

Test 

lessons 

I NDIA’S DEFEAT AT THE 
hands of England m the 
Jubilee Test has once again 
revealed the most prominent 
weakness of our batsmen— 
the inability to cope with the 
moving ball, both in the air 
and off the ground. Our 
present team is badly in need 
of a few changes—a fact 
which did not stnke any> 
body due to the euphoria 
over our team’s victory 
against Pakistan and Austra¬ 
lia. But Brearley’s English¬ 
men have, with the help ot 
that magic wand called Ian 
Botham, made us realise that 
our cricket team is not as 
good as we think it to be. 

Regarding the opening 
pair, 1 feel that Gavaskar and 
Binny are quite suitable for 
the job. In spite of Binny’s 
failure against England I 
think he is the best man 
available for the opener’s 
berth Moreover, he is a 
’utilKv man’ and can change 
the complexion of a game 
with one or two cruaal 
wickets. But India is m dire 
need of a proper No 3 bats 
man. Vengsarkar is just not 
the type that can make a 
No. 3 I feel that Sandeep 
Patil should be promoted to 
No 3 with Vengsarkar com 
mg down to No. 5 or No 6 

One mote change which 
India will have to make is to 
drop out Vishwanath (yes, 
Vishwanath, the littie mast¬ 
er!) and instead give a 
chance to TE. Snnivasan. 1 
know this will raise quite a 
number of eyebrows. But 
then, what has Vishwanath 
done in the last few Test 
matches? His scores in the 
series against Pakistan were 
73 in the first Test "at Banga 
lore, 4 and 34 in the second 
Test at Delhi, 47 and 9 in the 
third Test at Bombay, 2 and 
17 n.o. in the fourth Test at 
Kanpur, 16 in the fifth Test 
at Madras and 13 and 13 in 
the sixth Test at Calcutta— 
an overall average of just 
25.33 per innings in six Test 
matches! In fact, he has been 
lucky enough to stay on for 
as long as he did. 


I wonder when our seleo* 
tors will muster enough 
courage to drop an establiab- 
ed star from the team In the 
face of indifferent perfor*. 
mance and give d chance 
someone else Is it a power¬ 
ful torm of trade unionism 
at the cricket level which 1$ 
the cause of such a«state ot 
affairs? If so, then 1 think 
we should not allow demo¬ 
cracy to play a major role sd 
far as cricket is concerned, 
and instead strengthen the 
grips of the powers-that-he, 
namely the selectors, even If 
this may imply dictatorship!! 

ASHOK DVTTAt 
Shillong, 

ALAS! THE EUPHORIA OF 
our recent success ajsamst 
the Aussics and Pakistanis 
was so shoit lived! What is 
disheartening is that they 
threw in the towel rather 
early and gave up without 
the semblance of a fight. Ian 
Botham has exposed our 
weakness to the moving ball. 
If we have to survive in ta- 
ternational cricket our bats¬ 
men should master pace 
bowliag and it is time tl^ 
board of Control thought on 
these line. 

Secondly, Vishwanath at 
the helm is like a pickpocket 
in a nudist colony. He is too 
much of a gentleman and in 
modem cricket, like warfare, 
to wm you need a Hitler not 
a Gandhi 

D. V M, SHASTRY, 
Visakhapatnam. 

INDIANS BATTING IN TOE 
Jubilee Test was absolutely 
pathetic. Our batsmen didn’t 
apply themselves to the game 
even half as seriously as the 
England batsmen did, and 
paid the penalty I am utter¬ 
ly convinced now that India’s 
recent victory over Pakistan 
was not because we hatted 
veiy well, but because they 
batted very poorly almost 
throughout the series. 

Before 1 forget, let mi 
congratulate the England 
team in general for their 
magnificent victory, and app 
laud Ian Botham and Bob 
Taylor in partiailar for th^Hi 
superb individual perfor¬ 
mances. 

MALATHY K IYER, 
Hyderabad. 

IT WAS SHEER FOOLISH- 
ness on the part of the select- 
tion committee to name 
Chetan Ghauhan the 12th 
mao, 15 days befote the 
Jubilee Test. It was not an 




mhibHfoo matdi aa treated 
by the selectors. 0& the other 
hand, K was not only an 
official Test but a Test of 
signiticant importance as it 
is played only once in fifty 
years and after tbe convinc¬ 
ing victory over Pakistan the 

e ublic expectations were 
igber than ever! Chauhan 
has the ability to keep one 
end intact even under ad* 
verse conditions. Moreover, 
Roger Binny was unable tf^ 
open his account in his only 
innings as Test opener in 
Calcutta. 

Generally, the 12th man is 
selected on the morning of 
the match after consuKing 
the captain and taking the 
state of the wicket into con 
sideration. The Bombay 
wickets was very green, 
ideally suited for the English 
pacers, particularly. Botham, 
it was rneaningless to cxpo<^e 
Binny as an Qpener in such 
turf whi’e keeping the dogg¬ 
ed Chauhan, thg true fightei, 
out. 

Moreover, the p'toh offer¬ 
ed little help to off-spinners. 
Yadav is inexperienced and 
not of Prasanna's class. Vi«h 
verv rightly had little faith 
in him. Bv selecting the first 
eleven fifteen davs before 
tbo match and without con¬ 
sulting the captain the selec¬ 
tion committee had made 
the ineffective Jadav a 
burden to the Indian team. 
BIBEKANANDA KONAR, 
Calcutta. 


MAYBE CHAUHAN’S FORM 
was not up to the standard 
as was witnessed during the 
recent Indo-Pak series, but 
still on many occasions in 
the same tour he had saved 
bis team which proved to be 
the turning points of the 
match. And I can say un¬ 
hesitatingly that in the 
square-leg area his fielding 
is the best which many of 
the BCCl heads had not seen 
before, in their times of 
playing cricket. Can anybody 
Torget the superb catch 
Chauhan held in Calcutta, 
which brought up Kapil’s 
100th wicket? 

Considering all this th^ 
6CCI should have provided 
him with the chance of play¬ 
ing the Jubilee Test. 

ARIJIT GANGULY, 
Cclcutta. 

THIS 10-WICKET DEFEAT 
should serve as an eye- 
opener to the Board. The 
^me would have been our 
fate against the West Indies, 
bad not the tour been post¬ 
poned indefinitely. Imagine 
the jaded Indians, putting 
up a vain fight against the 
in-form West Indians. God 


bless the tndtshs, AmM tlm 
Board again dedde td have 
such hectic seasons. 

RANJANA MUKERJEI 
Jamalpur. 

WHAT A FANTASTIC PER- 
formanoe it was! The Golden 
Jubilee Test largely belong¬ 
ed to one man—the supei 
Ian Botham — whose solo 
effort to save England in the 
laet Test against the Aussies 
did not succeed. Here in 
Bombay he destroyed the 
Indian team simply by his 
all-around performance in all 
departments of the game. 
Thirteen wickets and a ton— 
a superb and glorious effort. 
After him, the man who was 
worthy of praise was Bob 
Taylor—10 catches behind 
the sticks and the invaluable 
support he gave Botham 
when England were reeLng 
at 58 for the loss of five 
wickets And of course, 
Brearlev’s captainship, well 
planned and well-organised 
Anyway, let bygones be by¬ 
gones The Indian selectors 
should rethink and bring 
some new and talented faces 
In the tram before they start 
for Austr<'i1ia in November 
ARNAB KUMAR NAG, 
Calcutta, 

IN THE INDO-AUSTRALIA 
series Dymock had each and 
every Indian batsman m 
trouble by some very clever 
movement of the ball. Even 
a bowler like Ehteshamuddin 
had us guessing all the time. 
But our limitations were fully 
exposed in the just-concluded 
Jubilee Test when Botham 
and Lever just tore the 
Indian batting apart They 

C ved that Indian battiUv 
not yet come of ago, 
more so while facing genuine 
ewing bowling. This comment 
may hurt some of the read¬ 
ers—but it is a fact isn’t it*^ 
KANCHAN DASGUPTA, 
Calcutta. 

PLEASE EXTEND MY 
heartiest congratulations fo 
the golden boy of the Golden 
Jubilee Test, Ian Botham, for 
his unique feat, which puts 
him, beyond all doubts, into 
the all-time great all-round¬ 
ers’ bracket. It is silly to 
compare Kapil with Ian 
Botham, as the latter is 
streets ahead of the former. 

C. A. RAO, 
Gondia. 

WHEN BOB TAYLOR TOOK 
the tenth catch by dismiss¬ 
ing Shivlal Yadav in the 
Golden Jubilee Test ho 
created a new record. Tav* 
lor surpassed the world re 
cord of nine catches (eight 
ct. one St) held by G. R. 
Lang.ey of Australia versus 


._ i«sc' 

He also equalled the worM 
record of seven eatdiea held 
by Wasitn Bad of Pakistan 
against New Zealand . at 
Auckland in 1979. The Pte 
vious best was six dismissals 
by S M. H. Kirmani, A. W 
T. Grout, D. Lindsay and J. 
T. Murray. 

Wicket-keepers are gene¬ 
rally having a good time 
against India. As a consola¬ 
tion. India’s Syed Kirmani 
completed the wicket-keep 
er’s double (of scoring 1 000 
runs and 100 victims) in this 
Jubilee Test. 

C. K. SUBRAMANJAM 
Ghaziabad. 


THE JUBILEE TEST END- 
ed in a victory for England 
and it was a defeat for India 
after a long time. But all the 
same Vishwanath needs to 
be congratulated for the 
spirit that he showed. When 
there was a controversy on 
the ground regarding Taylor 
it was Vishwanath who act- 
«^d reel gentlemanly and did 
his best to convince the 
umpire of the truth. Hats off 
to him for he really showed 
the true sportsman spirit 

Z. R. 

Kalyan. 

those WHO ADMIRED 
the action of two-Test-old 
skipper of India, G. K 
Vishwanath, must bear in 
mind that Mr Hanumaiit 
Rao, is one of the besi 
umpires India has ever pro¬ 
duced Vishwanath’s drama 
was pronounced as his sport¬ 
ing gesture to the English 
wicket-keeper and was claim¬ 
ed to be made out of a high 
standard of sporting spirit, 
but the fact that the umpire 
once declined to oblige 
Vishwanath and then revers¬ 
ed his decision for the sake 
of the game (although he 
found nothing wrong with 
his earlier decision, as clari¬ 
fied by the umpire after the 
day’s play was over) dearly 
reflects lack of experience on 
the part of the Indian skipp¬ 
er. After this event, the 
entire Indian side was demo¬ 
ralised and our ace bowler 
Kapil Dev Nikhanj did not 
bowl for quite some time, 
complaining of pain in his 
shoulders. The condition of 
a bowler can well be imagi¬ 
ned, when his appeal is 
negatived by his own skipper, 
while the same is uphekl by 
the umpire. Besides, the 
victory or a team, which has 
just lost all the three Tests, 
over a side which receiKlv 
won three series, is not 
easily digestible. Thus the 
action of Vishwanath has 
disappointed millions of 
lovers of this game through- 



atnly be deplowrii 
VIl^BSH CHnAPAKA, 
Calcutta. 


HOW GENEROUS IS VISH- 
wanath’s gejaerosRy? What 
prompted him to be ao 
generous? This is no secemd 
opinion that he considered 
Mike Brearley’s boys as un¬ 
derdogs after their poor i^r- 
formance against the Aussies. 
One wonders if Vishwanath 
would have shown a similar 
gesture if England were 430 
for 5. His request to umpire 
Rao to allow Bob Taylor to 
continue after he was given 
out not only tells upon the 
prestige of our ever-critids- 
ed umpires, but also shows 
his non-cooperation with his 
boys as no umpire rules a 
batsman out without an 
appeal. 

Prof. MVKUNDA DEVA 
SWAIN: 

Pattamundi (Cuttack) 


AFTER WATCHING THE 
deviation of the ball in TV. 

I was thoroughly convinced 
that Taylor had been caught 
behind. In a caught-behind 
decLsjon the wicket-keeper, 
the bowler and the umpire 
can be considered the best 
judges. Both Kirmani and 
Kapil Dev appealed vigor-' 
ously and umpire Hanumanl 
Rao upheld their appeal after 
being convinced that Taylor 
in fact got a faint touch with 
the bat. At that time Vish 
was standing m the seexmd 
slip position, so how could 
he so sure that Taylor 
did not play the ball with 
the bat? Was it not to earn 
some cheap t^pularity from 
the crowd which he was not 
receiving since the first Test 
against the Pakistan for his 
grand failure with the bat 
and also for his shabby 
fielding? 

Moreover, he requested 
the umpire to change his 
decision before consulting 
both Kirmanj and Kapil Dev 
which is a gross injustice to 
his team-mates. In a fes¬ 
tival match this type of 
gesture is welcome but in a. 
Test, where a country’s pre¬ 
stige is involved, you cannot 
afford this type of luxury. In 
the same Test. Lever did not 
come out when he dislodged 
a bail after playing back to 
a Kapil delivery simply be¬ 
cause the ^ umpire did not 
declare him out as the 
Indian players did not 
appeal. Vish did get some 
praise from the British 
journalists but what the 
Indian team received was a 
resounding defeat. 

BANJAt^ BASV, 
BUrfackpur, 
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SOLF FOR BEAUTILITY ? 

Bedford: Qolf has its uses and is not without Its 
' beautiful*' players Former Indian beauty, queen Sneh 
Gupta, who's just completed filming In the TV Nursing series 
Angels, relaxes on the golf course near her Bedford home 
love golf", said Sneh, '‘because it keeps me firmly on 
the ground” 

SOCCER. GENTLE SOCCER 

Sorronto : Though stim-line women’s football Is less 
rough and more organized than men's, it nevertheless has 
its dives and dunks After an unsuccessful match against 
Italy in Naples, the English women’s team were treated to a 
round of drinks near the poolside by the delighted victorious 
Italian officials Following the toast, however, the women 
threw the ref guity of wrong decisions resulting in the 
defeat, into the water — fully clothed, of course 1 

UP A TREE I 

W. Virginia : The first four holes should present no 
problem, but on reaching the fifth, players have to climb a 
tree to play their next shot' For the 5th tee is positioned 
12 ft up an imposing silver birch on a specially constructed 
platform to preclude blind drives This Tree-House Style 
tee was designed by Michael Rogerson. owner of the 3- 
course Park Golf and Country Club, because the tree stood 
on the tee spot and he wished to preserve it Of course, 
the ladies have reason to be nervous so he's on the look¬ 
out for an alternative position for them I 

B TELLIS 




^LBte eeB,„vou Mt >a mbh-low 
NASSAU wrm an automatic PRBSb, A 
3INOLB-BAN&LB'BUN&i.e OAMB, SBBENISS 
ON R^-THNEBS, A SklN CpAMB 
POOBIB ON BIRPie^-TRIPtB ON BAC>LeS, 
AI^A BOUR. MAN STN0fCATB (SAMB.,. 


\NB DRAPT ONE MORB OF 7HBSE 
MARTIAN PUPBe ANP I'M CONN A 
FORCer THIS SOOL-SLAP ONE/ 



^COiLIN6> you THROW A LON& PASS.,, 
you TARB THE SHCrT... ANO .. 
RAVMORB. you DROWN WEIR eOAUBf 
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The captains of West Indies, England <ifid Australia with the Benson and 
Hedges Cup, the trophy for which they competed in the one-day inter¬ 
nationals in Australia. From left Lloyd, Mthe Brearley and Greg 

Chappell. 


HEN ONE TALKS OF WORLD 
cii<tinp«oii&aip6 K IS blood sports 
JiKc boxing; cncit puzzle tue sporund 
eniuusiast. Yci li we were to nave 
cricKeis world cnanipionslnp 1 ciaro- 
&ay the ixidiaad proposed tour to toe 
Wesc indies which now stands can- 
celled would nave been tne 1960 
cnaileuae for tne Ltle After ail 
India have shown they were unbea- 
table at home in the last two series 
with Austraha and Pakistan. Tne 
West Indies have been irresistible in 
thcAf battles with Australia in recent 
times. Clive Lloyd's magniikient men 


are now tackling the New Zealanders 
—they should win the series* even 
though the amazing Vivian Richards 
has headed home to nurse that torn 
thigh muscle which hardly seemed to 
worry him as he strode the Austia- 
lian summer like Bradman revived. 

India and the West Indies have 
brushed aside their challengers with 
a flick of the batt.ng glove. Australia, 
quite frankly, were demoralised by 
Lloyd's team. And remember thus 
was a full-strength Australian unit, 
not the sort of second eleven fielded 
for the last three scries. 



When the Indies v^ere eieam«> 
rolling Greg ChappelPs men in that 
final Test in Adelaide recently, there 
was conjecture among those watch< 
ing as to how good a combination it 
really was, compared, say, to those 
Caribbean line-ups that included the 
three W’s, Sobers. And special re¬ 
ference was made to that wonderful 
team Frank Worrell brought to 
Australia in 1960-61 when Te.«t 
cricket had its first tie. A series that 
Australia won more by good luck 
than good management. 

Richie Benaud, Australia's captain 
then, offered the opinion that 
Lloyd’s team was best, iiic battuig 
of Worrell’s team he praised and ac¬ 
knowledged It was maybe marg.naliy 
better than this 1980 combinacion. 
But the bowling...of course this team 
with Its four paceiiicn, all of them 
express except the giant Garner wiio 
has his own difiicult attribute of 
great height, had the edge there, 
Benaud said "When I look back 
now 1 can say with a bit of a wry 
smile how lucky we were we had 
only to contend with Wes Hall.” 
That 1961 side used Chester Watson, 
Worrell himself and Sobers with the 
new ball And there was Raniadhn 
and Valentino. Varied certainly, but 
incapable of applying the pressure 
Lloyd can demand from his com¬ 
bination. 

What captain could ask lor more, 
on a flat, dry wicket, dassihcd as 
good for balLng, then four bowlers 
who allow him the aKacking luxuiy 
of the 'umbrella neld’ for ail of a 
ggme. Thats what happened in that 
Adelaide Test when Australia crum¬ 
bled so ignomimously. 

Then there is the batting Haynes, 
a little dynamo, wfto loves to cut and 
flick off his toes. Grcenidge, the 
batsman with the ham bone arms, 
relentless, tight in defence, a thund¬ 
erous hitter who loves the cover- 
drive. Richards, the nonch&lant 
gum-chewer, the effortless sweep of 
the giant bat that sends hooks, cover 
hits and cuts skidding away to crack 
white pa.nt off the pickets. Kalli- 
charran, tiny, but what flair and 
grace as he seems just to caress the 
ball away so fast the fielders do not 
have a chance. Rowe, Lawrence of 
Jamaica, a graceful strokcr. Lloyd, 
older now, but a giant who can turn 
a game in a flash of his threc-and a- 
half pound bat. Murray, his lieute¬ 
nant, dependable in a crisis. 

This is the best team in the world 
—^which India could have discovered 
bad they passed from those dusty 
pitches which seem to have mesme¬ 
rised AustraLa and Pakistan to those 
in the Caribbean where the bounce 
and cut favour Roberts, Holding 
Garner—and especially the giant 
Colin Croft. 

I NDIA IS THE RIGHTFUL CHALL- 
enger—England under Brearley 
achieved much when the world’s 
cricketing nations were playing Wtth 
players reputations and scolding 
them for their dealings with Mr 
Packer. True, England banned many 









UitidiAniK^ Greig, 
Woolmcr. IntereMingly tiMugh 
Amiss was at the ead of his career 
auywaiy. Greig, despite his record, 
has never really seemed the 
champion the figures say he must 
have been. Taylor was always re¬ 
garded as good as Knott, Botham 
was a splendid replacement for 
Greig, Boycott came back for Amiss 
and Woolmer. Underwood was pro¬ 
bably only the one Brearley 
missed—supported by his selection 
in this current England team in 
Australia. This is not a good England 
team. They came to Australia re¬ 
luctantly. They came to complain. 
One felt they were perhaps more 


'e 

line-up. Brearley hTm^lf went do^ 
as low as No. 7. Extraordinary. 

1 can only imagine the despair that 
must have wrought within the Eng¬ 
land ranks. There was Brearley’s 
much-reported verbal fight with Boy¬ 
cott before the second Test, and 
another late in the one-day series. 
The England selectors persisted with 
veteran paceman Bob Willis even 
though he managed only three Test 
wickets at nearly 70 apiece. Randall 
failed dismally, so did Gower except 
for his marvellous 99 in the Sydney 
Test. What a pity! Gower, such a 


dor jbfluence 


was ^$ad as a 
on a Test battina 


BrOgrley had to use him time and 
again, in exhausting spells one upon 
the other as first Willis, then the 
young Dllley failed to keep on the 
pressure England so dearly needed 
in the fight with Australia. Who 
knows though—Botham soon may be 
able to regulate his own apptsarances 
a I the bowling crease—he alone 
appeals as th^ new England captain. 


H OW STRANGE IT WILL SEEM 
an England captain who leads by 
example. There will be an endless 
atream of excuses for England's 
thrashing at the hands of Australia 
here this summer—the programme. 



- * ' " - - .. •it, ■'*..»* VvVs- 

Bodney MorA (left) ia the. beat wicket-keeper in the world and De/Ma Lillee ia atW the greateat feat bowler 


with changing the rules 
themselves than getting on w 
the business of winning. 


gifted stroke-maker, does nut seem 
blessed with the gift of tempera¬ 
ment. 


Brearley, by his own admission 
captaining the side for the last t^me, 
chose to Juggle with batting orders. 
Because fetea Wflley slaved suc- 
msfulK in the on^-day games batt- 
mg at No. 3, BrearleV used him there 
in pit Tests. He chose to experiment 
with RandiiU in the Qrst tour game. 
The BerHy Randall ciune thrash* 
^ Jeff Thomson all around the 
OablNi 9 ie^i|iid in Queensland, Again, 


This Is an England side on the 
wane propped up by the 40-year-old 
Geoff Boycott in the batting depert- 
ment,. blessed with not a truly fast, 
bowler, nor it seems Is there one on 
the horizon., Underwood, Miller, 
Emburey and Willey may prove 
England's bowling strength in times 
ahead. With Botham of course. A 
magnificent player, a magnificent 
competitor—^biit bow long can be 


with its departure from the traditio¬ 
nal build-up games around the coun¬ 
try prior to Tests will be the most 
stressed, what it stresses is the en¬ 
ormous gulf between Australia, 
England and the champion West 
Indians in the Test match arena, 
Australia, more so than England, are 
rebuilding. 

That of course is no excuse for 
the appaUing display against the 
West Indies. But in the six Tests, 
three against England and three 
against Lloyd’s team, the national ^ 











Vivian Richards — the effortless sweep of the giant bat that sends 
hooks, cover hits and cuts skidding oway to crack white paint Qff the 
pickets 


selectors tried just on 20 players. 
This is unheard of in Australia—ex¬ 
cept for the two seasons when 
Packer appeared which prompted 
them to call on very nearly 40 differ¬ 
ent players in three series, I can 
recall players with good records 
bein|[( given chance after chance after 
failure. 

Teams were once chosen on faith. 
After all, if the selectors sacked play¬ 
ers abruptly, would it not be an ex¬ 
pression of poor judgement on them¬ 
selves? 1 though one of the more 
promising players unearthed in these 
Tests was the opener Wiener. He is 
a tall right-hander who gets right 
behind the ball and keeps nicely side 
on. He was solid without the success 
of Bruce Laird, but mainly against 
England. He was unable to h^le 
the pace of the West Indies in the 
end and his performance in the third 


Test at Adelaide was not what Fd 
call courageous. Yet he was dropp¬ 
ed for the last Test against England. 
A pity, I thought, as it might bave 
been the chance to get him back 
some of the confidence Roberts and 
Co sapped. In this rebuilding, one 
hopes Laird and Wiener will tie re¬ 
tained. To me they look the sort of 
combination we’ve not had since 
Lawry and Simpson. 

Ian Chappell was brought back and 
he coped well against England, but 
Roberts and Holding, superb in pace 
and direction, worked him badly. 
An example: In the Adelaide Test 
against the West Indies, Roberts 
very nearly took off Chappell’s hel- 
meted head in the first innings, hitt¬ 
ing him in the shoulder. The second 
Holding’s bouncer had him caught 
behind. Against England, a week 
later, Chappell was booking l^tham. 


Willis and Lever in front of squarO^ 
leg. And 1 recall in 1975 Chanpell 
hooking successfully against Roberts 
and Holding. Surely they have not 
got faster in those five seasons. One 
must regard Un Chappell simply aa 
a stop gap and hope Kim Hugn^ or 
Allan Border will progress enough to 
undertake the pressures such a spot 
in the batting order applies 

Hughes worries me still. He has 
played some splendid cricket this 
summer, lovely cuts, staunch defence, 
snappy footwork to the slows. He is 
promoted to No. 4 because Greg 
Chappell is injured. He looks in 
touch. It is a wonderful time for 
him to apply himself to the task of 
forging a lead big enough over 
England to ensure Australia doesn’t 
have to bat last on a pitch keeping 
lower and lower. With two overs to 
tea he and Border are in complete 
command. Brearley surprises by tak¬ 
ing the second new ball Hughes 
surprises even more by trying to hit 
Botham out of the attack after one 
ball. A lofted off-drive straight to 
Underwood. Botham laughed — no 
wonder, 

Greg Chappell, limping terribly 
from a knee strain and ill with 
tonsilitis, had to come in minutes 
before tea, against the second new 
ball. Border, it seems to me, has 
the temperament for No. 3 but not 
the technique. Too often this 
summer the West Indies and England 
quickies have had him snared in the 
sLp-gully region But he is a real 
fighter and certainly relished the 
drop to No. 6 when Ian Chappell 
wa.s brought back. 

Marsh is still a wonderful ’keeper, 
I’d say unquestionably the best in 
the world. Lillee is still the greatest 
fest bowler. He dropped his run 
back to about 12 paces or so this 
summer and mostly concentrated on 
movement in the air and off the 
pitch. Now he is past 200 wickets 
in Tests. I’d say be has at least two 
mord,seasons. But he will lade a 
true pate back-up. 

Pascoe is temperamentally unfit, as 
evidenced by his ridiculous baiting 
of the batting genius Richards in the 
Adeliade Test when he slow hand- 
clapped him for playink a forward 
defence. He was no-baiJed continu¬ 
ously all season yet failed to come 
to grips with what is simply a series 
of bonuses for the opponent. Hogg 
seems to be a has-been, worried by 
fitness. Thomson, too, is ailing, pro¬ 
bably finished. 

That leaves Dymock and what a 
wonderful season he’s had. Another 
28 wickets. A great workhorse. 
Perhaps he will take the new ball 
with Lillee for a while 

In spin Australia realty has no one 
except perhaps Hi|gs» the leg sphin- 
er, but tie has pulled away from tte 
proposed Pakistan tour—perhaps his 
way of slapping the selectors* faces 
for tbie ternbla treatment they meted 


' out to him this hummer. 

PAKISTAN TOO HAVE CX>ME TO 
1 the end of an era that was very 
probably ita finest in Tests. AUbough 
It seems to me the Bombay Test, 
which India won so'handsomely, was 
not the true guide many hoped it 
might have beed, A dusting pitch 
and again the Indian umpires were 
the centre of some dispute—a situa¬ 
tion that seemed to prevail somewhat 
during Australia's recent losing tour 
Of course such ingredients are pre¬ 
sent in any country Even here 
where the pitches are bard and true, 
mostly. There have been times when 
they have been slow and turning 1 
remember Adelaide Oval one season 
took on a reddish hew after being 
green for many seasons Coinadental- 
)y. it was about the time the famous 
South Australian spin twins Mallett 
and Jenner were peaking And. ot 
course, Australian umpires have long 
been the targets of touring captains 

But Pakistan seem to be on the 
skids Asif IS talking of going and 
he has been such an influence m the 
great years. Majid seems more caie 
less than ever—^how he loves to 
crack at that ball wide off the stumps 
Zaheei—I wonder if time has caught 
up with his eyes Miaiidad is a flashy 
typM' Haioon Rashid — whale vei 
happened to the man who tamed 
Lillee onc^ Baja is a l*kely t>pe 
Imran would seem to need pitches 
with bounce Ban must be ncai the 
end Sikander would soem to be 
more expert at kicking out slumps 
m displeasure than lie is in hitting 
them with excellent deliveries 


Heavens what is this nonsense that 
haS come over the cricket world, this 
hitting off bails and kicking ovci 
wickets. It must be stopped Thai 
in Itself is evidence ol the dechne of 
the Pakistan side Theie is no con 
trol Tlie wonderfull asset of the 
West Indies is they are a disaplined 
team—and once thdic was no more 
excitable team than the West Indies 

^ Ian Chappell’s great team was 
disciplined too Pressure cannot be 
maintained if bowlers are venting 
their feelings about doubtful dea- 
sions Rather, they tried concentrat 
ing on the next ball, concentratinji 
to induce another ill-considered shot 
fiom the batsman. Imagine a bats¬ 
man’s dehght at not only being let 
off by the umpire but seeing that 
the bowler has lost his thread of 
thought 

Perhaps the best judgement of 
Pakistan will come soon when Austra¬ 
lia undertakes a reduced tour 
Australia will be dose to strength, 
but the cut m games will not help 
them adjust to the stiange pitches 
It is so long since New Zealand have 
been on the Test scene one can only 
suggest they will still he weak. 

AND SO TO INDIA, WHO DES- 
^ pite considerable shuffling with 
the role of captain and the demise of 
the great spinning combinations, have 
survived to win*-Hmd win well. 


Helmets 

are 

essential 

MIKE BREARIEY 

E ver since the first hel- 

met was worn by a batsman, 
there has been a tremendous con¬ 
troversy among cricket pundits 
regarding the propriety oi using 
it. Incidentally. I was the first per¬ 
son who regularly woie a hairnet 
and I was the one. with Tnnv 
Greig, who went to a man in Not^ 
tingham who designed a skull 
cap and 1 woie that 1 am very 
pleased that has been develooed 
into something more substantial 
I think if you are going to play 
against top-class fast bowling, or 
fast medium, every now and again 
you are going to make a mis¬ 
judgement. wnether it’s off a good 
length ball or a short bail. If IPs a 
good length ball you might get 
out 01 play and miss. But if you 
plav and miss off a shoit ball you 
might get out or play and miss. 
But if you play and miss off a 
short ball it could hit you In the 
temple, or on the face and you 
could be really seriously hurt ga 
Nan Contractor was hurt by Char¬ 
lie Griffth and as others have 
been. And I can*! see the point 
of that, just can’t. It’s a Sjporl and 
you want to get into line, take 
everyone on and it seems to be so 
stupid to get that kind of Injury. 

The Bombay wicket certainly 
warranted more Indian players 
wearing helmets (only Sbarma and 
Ghavii did). It was a bouncer wick¬ 
et like the one we had played on in 
Australia. Wearing a helmet gives 
people extra confidence and iPs 
also a sensible safeguard. 


y ii *w 'I' f i" i r» ' p * 

^ ottS arftiiiieitt I 1 mv« iMtard 
agitditrt wearioc it iliat's been 
pemuiiBiM enough w«» given by 
Viv Rioiar^ He said mter that 
he liked to have that extra frlss* 
M a extaenMnt about the danger 
ot the hafl hitting him. Othermie. 
he might start hooking every sing- 
te thing that came down. But he 
S snai e meat player that he pro- 
bahS needs nothing to worry ab¬ 
out that sort of thing but for moitt 
of us. almost everyone else, the 
helmet is a sensible thing. 

The other thing about the hel¬ 
met Is It tfves you more coufiden 
ce to play the hook. It doesn’t 
have to he a very quick bowler to 
hit yon tf you try to hook and 
miss. And besides, players just as 
often get bit while ducking. We 
phwed at Melbourne on a slow 
wicket and Graham Gooch got hit 
toe temple by a Lillee bouncer 
wbito didnT bounce when he due 
ked. That could have killed him 
but he hardly felt it with bis 
helmet 

1 am totato committed on this 
and I toittoft's very foolish foi 
most ^hvers not to wear them. 
One thing that pleases me is bow 
universal the acceptance has be 
coaie among English. Australian 
and most of the West Indian pl<iy 
era, in the light of the ridicule 
that was poured when I Erst start¬ 
ed tsearing mine. It just makes 
me think one mustn't take ridicule 
toe aeiloiuly. 


And one more point, toe 
Saturday before we left Melbour¬ 
ne it was reported that two chil¬ 
dren bad been killed, hit on toe 
road playing club cricket. Just 
imafdne being the mother or the 
father ctf a oiild who goes off to 
play cricket and doesn’t come 
back. So I can’t see why more 
Indian players don’t use them. 
It Just may be because they are 
not readily available here. 


But It must be remembered they 
beat Austidiid’s second team They 
have beaten a Pakistani side that 
seems leadrrless and almost as com¬ 
plaining as Brearley’s Englishmen 
here. But ..there is Gavaskar, the two 
V’s Vengsarkar and Vishwanath, the 
so promising Kapil Dev. They will 
surely be the mainstays of this 
Indian side And perhaps Cbauhan 
and Kirmani 


When India last visited W®** 
ndies, there was ®«ch blcmd-sprttog 
It Sabina Park when Michael Hold- 
ng and company made 
if a ridge on the newly-laid fnif. 
India would have had to fa« 
f they had gone to the Caribbean 

>Ulai 


Croft would have worried the most, 
Garner tooa Croft has a wonderful 


record in the West Indies and is a 
disturbing bowler. 

With Crott is Garner, who is relent¬ 
less. And there are Roberts and 
Holding. And. to handle this terrify¬ 
ing team there would have been 
Clive Lloyd. Lloyd will slay. I have 
no doubt, and to prove he leads the 
world’s most chilbng cricket combi 
nation, he will take this team to 
England, seeking the final victory—■ 
the fate of the New Zealand tour 
notwithstanding. 

And it is on that note that I would 
say that had India played the West 
Indies and won. they could have 
stood up and claimed cricket’s world 
championship Pakistan and Auslra 
Ua made excuses alter losing, but 
had the West Indies been conquered 
it would have been like a lightweight 
beating Muhammad Ali 




Sportsworld Exclusive 



MICHAEL MELFORD 


I AM NOT SURE THAT ANYONE 
* is fully qualified to be dogmatic 
about which are the best players in 
the world, except in such eras as 
that of Don Bradman. Who has seen 
all of them in their prime and bat¬ 
ting on dll types of pitches? One can 
only make assessments on the evi¬ 
dence of how they have played on 
reasonably good pitches. 

There seem to me to be four play¬ 
ers of outstanding class at the pre¬ 
sent timb—in alphabetical order Greg 
Chappell, Sunil Gavaskar, Graeme 
Pollock and Vivian Richprds. 

Of these, one can exclude Graeme 
Pollock who, as a South African, is 
prevented from playing in the top 
class. But I saw him making some¬ 
thing like his sevbhLCh Cuirse Cup 
100 of the season last March in 
Johannesburg and he made it as well 
as evei—with that, majestic left- 
handed power and effortless timing 
which has reminded older watchers 
so much of Frank Woolley. 

Pollock, incidentally, has had an 
unusual careei, for when he had 
trouble with his eyes some eight or 
nine years ago, he took to playing in 
glasses. In these he found it difficult 
to focus the ball on first coniing to 
the wicket. After several unsuccess¬ 
ful seasons he was expected to retire 
but he discarded the glasses and 
immediately began to make hundreds 
of runs again. He still does—after a 
somewhat exploratory start to an in¬ 
nings. Last March his partner, Clive 
Rice, came in soon after him and 
made 20 while Pollock was scoring 
six. Not long afterwards, Rice was 
35 and Pollock 60. 

Of other possible contenders foi 
a place in the world's best three 
batsmen, Chve Lloyd, not always fit, 
has not been the player of old, 
though he played a more typical in¬ 


nings in the Adelaide Test against 
Australia recently. Gordon Green- 
idge, brought up in England though 
he plays so much in the West Indian 
mould, does not seem to be as good 
a player in Australia and elsewhere 
as he is in England. Geoffrey Boy¬ 
cott is not as consistent at the tup 
level as he was, though he surprised 
everyone by playing with rare flu¬ 
ency in limited-over matches in Aus¬ 
tralia. Barry Richards has droppea 
out of first-class cricket—by contrast 
with Boycott and others—for the ex¬ 
traordinary reason, apparently, that 
he was bored with making runs. 
What a waste of talent' 

So we are left with Vivian Rich¬ 
ards, Greg Chappell and Gavaskai. 
ChappeU's batting has a great charm 
about It and, ill though he looked for 
much of the recent Australian sea¬ 
son, he was strong enough to attack 
Derek Undeiwood and upset ins 
length in a way few, if any, could do 
a year or two ago. His footwork on 
these occasions was a joy to watch 
He misses little near his legs. Where 
he failed was against the fastest 
West Indian bowling. The short ball 
had him tucked up and some hook¬ 
ing too close to the body. Not many 
batsmen, of course, show to great ad¬ 
vantage against fast end accurate 
shoit bowling. 

Gavaskar’s superb 221 at the Oval 
made an immense impact on the Eng- 
hsh cricketing public last ycai, not 
only because it was an innings be¬ 
gun and developed when India seem¬ 
ingly had no hope of avoiding defeat, 
let alone winning, not only be¬ 
cause of its technical pei lection but 
because it revealed nostalgically an 
old, almost forgotten, quality. Not 
many batsmen in these days of 
too much limitcd-over cricket have 



12 Greg Chappell i‘n B(mbay on way Co PaktsCan, His battiHiQf has great charm 


the ability to dig in, ooncentriite amt 
blend defence with judicious attack 
for hour after hour. 

Gavaskar’s wonderful record (k 
West Indies, his Test 100s in Eng* 
land, New Zealand, Australia and at 
home speak for his soundness and 
adaptability on different types of 
pitch. Somehow he conveys the im¬ 
pression of being a complete bats¬ 
man, offering fewer rays of hope to 
bowlers than other great players. 

And so to the phenomenal Vivian 
Richards from Antigua where,! see, 
England are due to play a Test 
match for the first time next year. 
In the last three months, Richards 
has hobbled round Australia, denied 
the quick single by a hairline frac¬ 
ture at the base of the spine which 
has put him out of some matches, 
impeded him In all. Yet, having been 
patched up for the important match¬ 
es, ho was in tremendous form 
throughout. 

So early does be see the ball, so 
quick are his reflexes that despite his 
infirmity he never seemed to be 
caught badly out of position, except 
on those occasions when he seems to 
find it all so easy that he does not 
bother to move the feet as the coach¬ 
ing manual recommends. He scored 
his runs at a great pace. Often be 
did not seem to have done more 
than make a leisurely reconnaissance 
when you would see that he had 
made 50. 

In county cricket in England, he 
does not have a recoid to match, say 
Geoffrey Boycott's. His occasional dis¬ 
dain for conventional footwork is 
piobably penalised by English con¬ 
ditions and by the amount which the 
ball moves. But he seldom fails on 
the big occasion. 

Watching him in Australia this 
winter, 1 was left with one particular 
impression of his method. He played 
the Australian fast bowling to a re¬ 
markable extent off the front foot. 
Perhaps in other days of faster pitch¬ 
es and steeper bounce this might not 
have been possible. But he bga the 
gift of playing the ball on the rise 
and keeping it on the ground. Time 
after time one saw him drive at a 
ball clearly short of a half-voUey and 
looked for it in the air. Yet the only 
times when it really was in the air 
were when he deliberately aimed for 
the wide open spaces over extra clov¬ 
er and mid-off—where Lillee, for one, 
has seldom been hit—and successful¬ 
ly found them. 

Playing as freely as he does, he 
was being compared with Sir Donald 
Bradman and Denis Compton among 
great players of other days. Like 
them, he has superb timing and he 
makes the ball go the length be wants. 
Basically, too, the three of them, for 
all their ran^ of strokes, have play¬ 
ed straight. This TOrhaps is the sup¬ 
reme example which the great play¬ 
ers can set the young and aspurlui 
batsmiUL 
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Sunil Gavaskar — only 26 short of BfiOO run* 
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Interviews 


Brearley: I can only 
be in as a captain 

Interview with AJAY KUMAR 


J OHN MICHAEL BREARLEY 
wasn*t m the best of moo<ls. He 
hujd just fmtshed a Umg session batt- 
tng at the nets, he wasn't too satis¬ 
fied with tt <md bes^des his back 
was ywing him some trouble. And 
hardly had he sat down when some 
local enthusiasts gathered around 
and very poluely asked hwn irrttat- 
tng questions Ltke *Do, you take this 
Jubilee 'lest seriously?* And then 
when a journalist tried to badger 
him tor an mtervtew and seeing that 
ne was gettmg nowhere tried to 
praise Brearley, the English captain 
snapped: ‘ / thmk you are a booty, 
you are trumg to flatter me** When 
the joumciist still persisted Brearir 
py crached: "Will you stop talking 
at me?** He then thought for a long 
time and, m sptte of his vmtation, 
agreed to meet the*^Press the next 
mommg at the nets and went inside 
the dressing room. 

Ten mmuies later, he emerged tn 
a cream pair of trousers and navy 
blue tee shrrt, hts feet comfortabiy 
esconced m a parr of kolhapunes. 
Mr. s. K. Wanhhede came over and 
together they went to have a look 
at the wicket. It was noticeable how 
totally comfortable Breaney looked 
as Mr Wankhede talked to him with 
an arm affecttcxnately throum around 
hts shoulder and, occasionally, even 
holding hands. Brearley believes that 
the British have become less stiH 
upperdtpped now. It certainly seemed 
true m hi$ case. 

Physically, Brearley (38 on April 
26 this year) is not as slight as he 
looks m his photographs. Almost .six 
feet tall, swarthy, and with a luxury 
ous black beard which contrasts with 
hts predominantly grey hair, he 
speaks with great deliberatum tn a 
soft, but strong voice. *Ayalollah 
Brearley* the nasty Australian Press 
called him. While that*s rather too 
Strong a comment on Brearley, he 
does have a temper and is not un- 
duly hesi&tani to show it. 

While we moved towards a couple 
of cane chatrs right, behmd the nHs 
where *Colonel Stihtb* (Barrington, as 
B^ham called him) was supervising 
the nets, Brearley thought aloud: 
*The thmg to do is not to get irritated 
but—* and he gave the reasons listed 
earlier^ Thp mtervtew began wPh. 
seemingly, Brearley having regained 
hts composure. 

This is how the interview went: 

SrORTSWORLD : Why did England 
lose ii>3 to Australia? 

BREARLEY : I think . Australia 
<7ertaln1y played better than we did. 


They are a pretty good side. We were 
disappointed. 

SW: Bui Australia lost 0-3 to West 
Indies. Are these margins a true re* 
flection of tlie merits of the three 
teams? 

BREARLEY : No, no, I don't think 
0-3 was a fair reflection of the mar¬ 
gin between us and Australia any 
more than 5-1 was last year. A small 
advantage in Test cricket tends to 
build up into a big advantage and 
make the result look wicker than it 
actually is. 

We were disappionted, and dis¬ 
appointing. I think one of the worst 
blows for our side was that Mike 
Hendrick was injured and had to 
be sent back. He was the best bowler 
wc had in Australia the last time 
(and also) Geoff Miller (who, too, 
was sent back). And I think Bob 
Willis struggled. 

SW: He dIdnH find his rhythm at 
all? 

BREARLEY : No, and he didn’t 
have any luck at all. Certainly he 
(also) didn’t bowl as well as he has 
bowled (in the past). So, without him 



f don t want to make that an 
excuse but tt ts certamly true 
that we didn't have enough pre 
pa rattan And when players like 
Geoff Boycott and Derek Un 
derwood who are the most 
experienced players, found tt 
hard to get into their rhythm of 
hatting and howling, it must 
have been harder for people hke 
David Gower and others who 
are not so experienced 



No, I don't think 0^3 defeat was 
a fair reflection of the margin 
between us and Australia any 
more than 5 1 was last year A 
small advantage /// Test cricket 
tends to build up into a big 
advar'itage and make the result 
look wide r than it actually is 


(at his best) and without Hendrick 
and with less good close catching, 
our real strength in Australia last 
year was the bowling and the catch¬ 
ing (and this) we lost. 

SW: And what effect did BoCham^s 
relative faUure have? 

BREARLEY : He bowled lly well 
you know and he had to do <i lot of 
the bowling. He got fai more wickets 
than anyone else. He bowled very 
fast—oh, he bowled very well indeed 
Now his baiting was a disappoint¬ 
ment. He felt he had to late these 
fellows on all the time instead of 
being prepared to build his innings 
more carefully and he threw his wic 
ket away. 

SW: How did you feel when you 
lost the series, this being the first 
series you lost as a captain? 

brearley ; Before it iiappened, 
1 had thought that if i, if we, lost the 
series 1 would feel pretty miserable. 
But, in the end, I felt that it is a 
game of cricket, three games ot cric¬ 
ket, and we had played our best and 
we had lost. One of the losses was at 
Sydney on a rain-aiiected wicket 
which, more or less, went .with the 
toss (which Australia won). In fact, 
we played pretty well in the game 
and with a bit of luck we would have 
won it. In Perth, we batted badly and 
lost. At Melbourne, we got a brilliant 
.start. Gooch and Boycott both batted 
beautifully and then Gooch got run 
out and Boycott got out to an absolu¬ 
tely brilliant catch—low and diving— 
by Ashley Mallett. Anyway, in the 
end, I felt we had done our best, we 
had enjoyed ourselves—1 had enjoy-, 
ed myself—aikU the losing didn't feel* 
as bad as 1 had expected. 

SW: Did the dfefeai reveal any 
major defect in the EngUsh team? 

brearley : 1 think 1 have al¬ 
ready hinted at that (when) talking 
about the bowling. And .the batting 







Mike Brearley, the England skipper, sharing a joke with his teem mana¬ 
ger, Alec Bedser (letf) and the assistant manager, Ken Barrtngton, 
during the Jubilee Test at Bombay 


W Wii a IPaopie 

have scared runs but they haven’t 
scored them together. It hasn’t been 
solid enough. The most disappointing 
really were Gower and Randall. And 
Randall especially because he did so 
well last time. 

SW: Do you thfoik Gower has 
realised the talent he has got? 

BREARLEY : No. He’s only 22. 
He’s only just a learner in the game. 
He has got tremendous ability. He 
got that 200 against India last year. 

SW: One had thought that maybe 
that 200 would get Gower In the 
frame of mind build an innings. 

BREARLEY : I know. 1 thought so 
too but it hasn't come around. 

SW: Does Botham’s being co-opt¬ 
ed as tour selector increase his 
chances of being the next captain of 
England ? 

BREARLEY : Depends on how 
well he does that job. (chuckles). 

SW: Well, you must be in a posi¬ 
tion to say now. 

BREARLEY : I can’t really say be¬ 
cause that's not my domain, not my 
decision after ail ()h, he's done well 
And he has a very, very good cricket¬ 
ing biam 

SW: Would you like to be eon. 
sidered lor the England team this 
summer ? 

BREARLEY : Yes 

SW: Hadn’t you indicated earlier 
that you may not want to T 

BREARLEY : What 1 said earlier 
was I certainly won’t be available to 
go on tour next winter and then I 
made the point that it is upto the 
selectors to make the change but 
they may well want to make it earh- 
er in the season. That’s still the case. 
All 1 satd now is that I’ve got the 
taste for it a bit more because 1 
batted a bit better. 

SW: Would you like to be the 
captain? 

BREARLEY : Well, they won’t pick 
me if I am not captain. 

SW : Befmre you went to Augtratta> 
and while you were there, you were 
very apprenensiye about the changes 
sought to be introduced in the game. 
In retrospect, what do you think of 
the changes? 

BREARLEY : 1 thjnk a lot of them 
are good and some of them are nece¬ 
ssary. 

SW : But coUectlvely ? 

BREARLEY : Collectively, it is a 
bit difficult to say overall, i would 
have thought the biggest risk was m 
providing too much cricket Even m 
India that may be true. The Indian 
teatn has played 17 Test matches in 
a period of seven months and that 
is too much for the players. It could 
also affect spectator Mnterest~n}ay 
be not ^in India, 1 don’t know 
enough about it apd maybe the inter- 
est (here) is so vast it could still 
support so much cricket. 


And there are certain things 1 
didn’t like about the toui One was 
that there was no cricket between 
the Test matches so you can’t give 
the reserves a chance. 

SW: Did that affect the way you 
played the Test? Maybe you chaps 
weren’t prepared for the Tests. 

BREARLEY : I don't want to make 
that an excuse but it is certainly true 
that we didn’t have enough prepara¬ 
tion And when players like Geoff 
Boycott and Derek Underwood, who 
are the most experienced players, 
found It hard to get into their rhy¬ 
thm of batting and bowling, it must 



/ don t know how ! woutd rank 
Gavaskar Boycott Greg Chap 
pet and Richards Gavaskar to 
me. IS the complete opening 
batsman and Richards and 
Chappell obviously aren't 

have been harder for people like 
David Gower and others who are not 
so experienced. 

SW: How do you view the change 
In the form of Boycott last year In 
Auetralia and thia year? 


BREARLEY . One thing it shows 
IS that form is a very elusive thing 
and when you get it you want cash in 
on It, as he has done And it shows 
what a wonderful batsman he is And 
I think perhaps he felt a little bit 
that he had less to lose May be, to 
some extent, the one-day cricket help¬ 
ed him because he had to play his 
shots and so his batting became unin¬ 
hibited Although he wasn’t umnhibi- 
ted in the way, say, Richards is. And 
the other thing is that it is never 
too late to learn (chuckles) No, what 
I meant is it is never too late to 
come back and improve 

SW: In the Australian season, 
were there any strains in the peace 
that had been worked out with 
Packer? 

BREARLEY : A lot of people 
thought there would be bad 'strains' 
between the players, but one of the 
achievements of the tour 

SW: Yours and the West Indies ? 

BREARLEY : Yes, as far as i know. 
There were hardly an> antagonisms 
revealed and the toui matches were 
played with the same kind ot compe 
titiveness, with hardly any untortu- 
mate incidents. And I think that is a 
very good thing. As far as the admi¬ 
nistrators are concerned, I don’t 
know They may be still bitter about 
it. 

SW: Looking back, would you say 
the Packer intervention was good for 
the game? 

BREARLEY : 1 think, overall, yes. 

SW: But there are some disturb¬ 
ing teends t&ere? 

BREARLEY : Oh yes. The arrange 
ments of the tour for one thing. 

SWs What about the fielding 
circles? 

BREARLEY : 1 think they are 

worth a try but we just never tried 
them. Night cricket is very great 


Ntlthfl UhattachaTya 




very exdting* No drawbadks hero, 
except (for what it does to) one's 
rhythm of life. 

No, I think on the whole, while 
one may not like the (radio and TV) 
commercials, one may not like to 
have advertisements around the 
ground, one may not like so many 
cars on the streets but you are not 
going to go back to the 1890s anid 
horse carriages are you? I am afraid 
it is something we will have to make 
the best of. 


flW: 1 waa to Mr John 

Wo^k ^ thT^nes^ yenterday 
and he feU that It waa dm 
whether crlckei waa r unn i n g tele- 
vtaten or whether It waa the other 
way aranndT 

BREARLEY : No, 1 don't think 
that's correct but one has to watch 
against further inroads. 


8W: 8o tbia la the optfnud atttup 
tlon you’d like mattera to bo ait 

BREARLEY : Oh t don]t know. 1 
think one says that each time (chuc¬ 
kles). You know m life you can’t 
think of things as fixed, things are 
fluid. I think you can’t say things 
are going to be the same three years 
from now. The thing to do is to go 
into It with an open mind, without 
throwing away things that you value 
and without turning a blind eye to 
things that are new. One ^ood ^ng 
IS that people are watching cricket 
and more money is coming into the 
game and some of that money is go¬ 
ing to the players, who, for a long 
time, were very badly paid. 

The new experiments with field 
placing were good and I don’t mind 
trying these but I didn’t want to try 
it with teams that had played it. 


SW: xou didn’t object to It In 
principle T 

BREARLEY : In pimciple, 1 had 
some doubts about it but they were 
n't in doubts that I would rule it out 
at all I’d hke to see how well it 
comes out m practice. 

Also, we made two definite prnpo 
sals to them to improve the system 
of field circles. Instead ot having 
circles so that mid-olf and mid-on are 
in line with the stumps, we suggest¬ 
ed (he draws out his suggestion 
which shows he wanted an arc rarh 
behind the stumps on both sides and 
straight lines joining them) so that 
you could have cover-point in the or¬ 
thodox position and mid-off also, 
some 40 yards from the bat, not 30. 
And they accepted that. So we have 
already made some improvements to 
it in principle without having ever 
played it. 

The other thing we said was that if 
it was a rain-affected match it is un¬ 
fair for the side fielding second te have 
to keep their fielders standing close, 
considering that it has become a 
restricted game. 

SW: Would you like £» aoe Hume 
innovations Introdnced In 
Ihia summerT 

BREARLEY : 1 am in favour of 
that. Not all (the way) bui 1 am in 

P 



/ think, overafL Packer mterven 
non was good for the game 

favour of an experiment to be earn 
ed out in one of the one-day compe 
titions. 


SW: Did you meet Tony Greig in 
Australia ? What is he doing T 

BREARLEY : Yes He is running 
an insurance company, doing a bit 
of commentating. He is making a 
lot of money (with a smile). I don't 
think he has played cricket at all. 
though there was some talk of his 
turning out for New South Wales, 
and 1 don’t think he is coming back 

SW: Could you compare Kapit 
Dev and Ian Botham? 

BREARLEY : Well, fortunately, so 
far we haven’t seen Kapil Dev make 
too many runs against us. (smiles). 
Hope he doesn’t do it yet No, seri¬ 
ously, he IS a maivellous cricketei 
has great ability, uninhibited, great 
trier, lots of guts, tine holder. So is 
Ian Botham 

SW : You figured him oui in. 
England very welL 

BREARLEY : Well, he was griping 
and It all just wont oui way 

SW: Is the West Indies team 
today unbeatable ? 

BREAKLEy : Oh, no. New Zealand 
looks as though it will boat them, 
(same atternoun woid came about 
New Zealand’s contioversial win over 
the West Indies, though it must bo 
lemembeiod that West Indies were 
without Viv Hichards and And\ 
Roberts.) No, 1 moan they are very 



Welt, they wo nt pick me if I am 
not captain 


powerful and Richapds hgs had m 
absolute field day. 

SW; When yon look over as ca^ 
tain, you wrote that you saw yourself 
as a 'cUonu leader’ In Greek piaya 
— waiting and watebinfi as a s.up 
gap until a new king emerged* Do 
you see yourself in a leas modest 
role now? 

BREARLEY : I think those attri¬ 
butes are important—waiting and 
watching. No, 1 don’t think 1 think 
myself as that. I don’t think 1 saw 
myself as just that. 1 on^ said I did¬ 
n’t sec myself as king. 

SW: like Tony Greig T 

BREARLEY : Yes, his imagery of 
(captaincy) was in terms of ’in my 
reign’. And 1 would never think of it 
in those terms. * 

SW: Bui you never thought you 
would be any less assertive wHh the 
players T 

BREARLEY : No, 1 think people 
know I’ve my ideas about how it 
should be done and 1 am pretty firm 
and clear about it It’s a different 
form of assertion, a different style. 

SW: Haa the team spirit of your 
boys suffered after the defeat ? 

BREARLEY : Basically, the spirit 
IS good. (But) 1 think on any tuui 
you have little ups and downs. And if 
you lose, there is always a tendency 
to try and understand it And when 
vou try doing that, one of the things 
you ask is why haven’t we played as 
well as we could have ? Occasionally, 
you get little bits of bitterness com 
ing out, people saying things that 
hurt other people. Occasionally you 
have senior players saying the young 
er players haven’t played profession 
ally enough and the younger players 
feel there wasn’t enough good cap 
taincy or management. All I can say 
is that players haven’t lost taith in 
each other and that’s the most im¬ 
portant thing. 

SW: Garry Sobers said recently 
that he rates Gavaskar as the best 
bat In the world. above 'Vivian 
Richards. Greg Chappell and Geoff 
Boycott. Would you like to comment 
on that 7 

BREARLEY : (Thinks for almost 
15 seconds) I don’t know how 1 would 
lank those four players. Gavaskar 
to me IS I he complete opening bats¬ 
man, and Richards and Chappell 
obviously aren’t. 

SW: But Gavaskar often stays on 
and then yon mo him In a differen 
role. 

BREARLEY : Yes. That’s perfectly 
true. The thing about him 1 thought 
last year was the tremendous ability 
he had to hit the bad ball for four 
early in the innings. If it is a half¬ 
volley it goes for four. His balance 
IS perfect, he is a much better mod¬ 
el for a young cricketer than Viv 
Richards. I don’t think I’d like to 
say anything more on that subject. 
Right, now. (On that note, with a 
smile, he switched o the recorder), 
smile, be switched off the recorders). 



Botham: 
Records 
don't 
bother me 


I AN TERENCE BOTHAM, BORN 
November 24, 1955, is one of the 
most exciting cricheters in the world 
today. He made his Test debut in the 
home series against Atistralia in 1977 
and hts very first Test, took five wic¬ 
kets. In the 24 Tests since, he has 
taken more than five unckets in an 
mnmgs on 13 other occasions to have 
a haul of 139 unckets at 16.52 a piece. 
His best bowling^ figures were in the 
Jubilee Test against India where he 
took 13 wickets for 106 runs. 

In every way, the Jubilee Test 
was Botham*s Test. In taking his 13 
wickets, seven of which came in an 
unbrokm 26-over spelt in the second 
inntngs, Botham showed the full ran¬ 
ge of his bowlmg amumry—the late 
out’Swinger and m-swinger, the cut¬ 
ters, the slower ball, the yorker, the 
short and intimidating bouncer and 
the one that rose from a short of 
good length. At all ihnes, he tvas at¬ 
tacking and enjoying hjmself. Once 
when he threw a ball that David 
BairstoW had to run back a few paces 
and catch, Bairstow gave him a long 
lore. Botham laughed and, to show 
e couldn^t help throwing U hard, 
flexed his muscles at Bwstow. 


Botham is bkt—stf feet plus and 
all muscle* When I nUervietved him 
at the Taj Mahal hotel suhmrnmg 
pool, he was wearing only his brUfs 
and one could well vmagine the bru¬ 
tality with which he must have play¬ 
ed his famous innings at Leeds last 
year against India, Ws his amazing 
strength that has enabled him, m the 
25 Tests he has played, to bowl in 
long stints and also score 1336 runs 
(six centuries) at an impressive 
average 40.48. He doesn*t have much 
of a back lift, but he is so powerful 
that once hit, the ball goes scudding 
to the fence. Botham thinks his 
Somerset mate, Viv Richards is *in- 
credible, a freak. It is perhaps his 
modesty that inhibits him from think¬ 
ing about himself in the,same terms. 


SP0RT8W0RLD : Would you rate 
your performance at Bombay as the 
best evert 

BOTHAM: Probably one of the 
most satisfying in the sense that play¬ 
ing in India is always regarded as 
more fruitful for spinners than for 
the seam bowlers and it was very, 
very rewarding to get those 13 
wickets. And following up with a 
hundred was more than I had expect¬ 
ed to do. It felt really good because 
I hadn’t that sort of credit in Aus¬ 
tralia. I picked up a few wickets but 
I didn’t get the run, I should have 
got. So to finish the tour in style 
like this was very, very nice. 

SW: Was the Bombay wtckei 
help^lT 

BOTHAM :Yes. it was a good 
cricket wicket, quite quick on the 
first morning, held its pace with the 
new ball for much of the game, it 
swung around a little bit. 1 think it 




The Bombay wicket was a tot 
quicker than anything in Austra¬ 
lia, I think /f 5 a bit of a myth 
about wickets in Australia being 
bounder and quicker. They used 
to be, but they've stowed down 
a tot In fact, I can only think of 
three or four wickets in England 
that would be quicker, though 
there'd be a lot of the same pace. 


might have started to turn towards 
the end of the game so really that's 
the ideal Test wicket 

svir: You didn't thinfc tt wim • 
little too helpful for you? 

BOTHAM : On the first day. ves. 
There was a little bit of damp and 
the ball did a little bit off the wicket 
but even so I’d rather see wickets 
like that as a player—from the bat¬ 
ting point of view as well as the 
bowling—than seeing wickets that 
are flat and doing nothing. Quite of¬ 
ten, cricket has become a bit of a 
graveyard for bowlers and it is nice 
to see a wicket where the batsmen 
have to work a little bit harder. 

SW: Bo you think the Indians 
could have played you betterT 

BOTHAM: There were {ierhaps a 
few loose shots played but one thing 
that a lot of people don't realise is, 
or even if they do they don’t men¬ 
tion it, is that John Lever bowled so 
magnificently at the other end. Al¬ 
though didn’t get the wickets, 
that I got, he still kejpt the pressure 
on. So ^ey probably began to won¬ 
der at bne stage where the next run 
was going to come from. 

SW: How would the Bombay 
^ckei have compared to the beat 
BngUah wicket, from the point of 
/view of your bowling? 

BOTHAM: In England I like to 
play on different ground for differ* 
ent reasons. Some of them have ex¬ 
tra bounce, in some the ball swings 
more, so your way of thinking could 
be swayed variously. I've always 
liked playing at Hove, down in Sus¬ 
sex, because tor some reason that’s 
a quick ' ket, it gives a bowler a 
chance . a batsman who hjs jnjt 
come in ao that the batsman has to 







work tor half-an-hour or to and theil 
go on to play some nice shots. But 
1 enjoyed this Bombay wicket very 
much. Obviously (chuckles) if you 
do well you do enjoy it. 

8W: Was this wicket boonder and 
outeker than ansrthlng you had play¬ 
ed In AustraliaT 

BOTHAM: Td say, yes, it was a 
lot quicker than anything in Austra¬ 
lia. 1 think it*s a bit of a myth about 
wickets in Australia being bounder 
and quicker. They used to be out 
they’ve slowed down a lot. In fact, I 
can only think of only three or four 
wickets in England that would be 
quideer, though thene’d be a lot of 
the same pace. 

SW: You were siirprlMd» weren^t 

BOTHAM: I was very surpnsed. 
But there again I understood (why 
the wicket was so) a little bit because 
Kapil Dev and Ghavri have bowled 
so well for you and I thought they’d 
probably want to leave a Ijttle bit of 
grass on the wicket to encourage 
their own seamers, which is good. 

SW: What do you tbt^ of Kapil 
Dev as a bowler? 

BOTHAM : Kapil is obviously the 
best seamer you’ve produced in a 
long, long time. You^ have to go 
back years and years to find them 
better. I think he could be a very 
fine cricketer. He know/* bow to bat, 
he is a good fielder, he keeps him¬ 
self fit. 

SW: How would 3 ^ Itiiii 
compared to you? 

BOTHAM: How old is Kapil? 22? 
Okay 21 plus. I’ve had a year more 
of Test cricket than him. But I have 
also played professional cricket since 
I was 15, so I’ve had that many more 
years of playing the game with pro¬ 
fessionals and of learning the game. 
Still, Kapil could go a long way in 
the game. 

SW: How did it feel to be the 
first player in Test history to have 
hit a century and taken more than 10 
i^kets in a match? 

BOTHAM: To be honest, records 
don’t really bother so much. 1 just 
go out there and play. Until the 
media told me 1 wasn’t aware that 1 
was going to be beating Vinoo Man- 
kad’s record for the all-rounder’s 
‘double’. Records don’t really worry 
me. And neither do they put any 
pressure on me. I just go and enjoy 
playing cricket. 

SW: What were your impressloiis 
of the spectators here? 

BOTHAM : I was a little bit sur- 
piised and disappointed that there 
weren't more people for the Test 
match. I know two Test matches had 
been played here but with England 
coming over, with all the success that 
India has had over the last 12 
months, 1 thought there’d be a big¬ 
ger crowd. We had the crowds tor 
fhe double-wicket competitioii and 
there were nowhere qgar as many for 
the Test. It was disappoir^ing. But 
basically the Indian crowd and the 



Kapil IS obviously the best sea- 
mer you We produced in a long, 
long time YouH have to go 
back years and years to find 
them better / think he could be 
a very fine cricketer. He knows 
how to bat he is a good fielder, 
he keeps himself fit 
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Indian paopk very much swltdibd on 
with mcket, very keen and they 
enjoy ik 

SW: Wero yon saiMed witli your ^ 
peifmrmanee la Aiisirallat 
BOIUAM: I think I bowled quite 
well. Got 19 wickets in three Tests, 
so I was quite satisfied with that. I 
was a little bit disappointed with my 
batting until the last Test—I was im¬ 
proving on my batting as the tCMir 
went alone. I don’t know why but I 
wasn’t batting well: Perhaps 1 was 
getting little stale or maybe there 
was something wrong. Anyway, it’s 
come right again. 1 had to work quite 
hard at it. 

SW: Perhaps you dldnH Ao wdl to 
Australia because you took the attaek 
on straightaway witboui tiyiiig to 
build up the touings. 

BDTHAM : Yes, I tended not to 
give myself the change to do that. 
Anyway, I think I’ve got to sort that 
out. 

SW: Are you perhaps a little Mt 
more motivated against Australia 
than against other countries? 

BOTHAM: No. not necessarily, 
though it is nice to beat Australia, 
England’s old enemy, but even so it 
doesn’t really worry me who 1 c 
playing against wucu 1 am playing a 
Test. So it’s an honour and I enjoy 
it. 

SW: How good a bowler Is Dennis 
Lillee now? 

BOTHAM : He Is a great bowler, 
one of the finest in the world still 
He can do so much with the ball. He 
can be still quite quick with the new 
ball, although he has lost a little bit 
of pace. But then he can cut his run 
up and still bowl reasonably quick. 
His line, length and accuracy are in¬ 
credible. 

8W: As a bowler whldi batsman, 
or balsmem do you find It most frns- 
trating to bowl against? ' 

BOTHAM : Well, probably, the best 
batsman I’ve bowled against is Viv 
Richards. He can just take you apart 
and you can be bowling well. He is 
incredible, a freak. 

SW; SuiHKwe you bowled U w^ 
as you bowled here? 

BOTHAM: I don’t know. 1 might 
have got him out, or 1 might not, bu 
he is certainly one guy who can des¬ 
troy you if he gets in and if it is Us 
day, and you might be bowling at 
your best. 

SW: What abowt Gavaskar? 

BOTHAM: Sunny is probably.. I 
was a little bit surprised the way 
played bis first innings here. 1 think 
Sunny was a little surprised too 
(smiley). I rate Sunny as the besi 
opener in the world at the moment. 

SW: But you’d stH say yon find 
Vlv Rlcharda a Uttle more difficult to 
bowl to? 

BOTHAM : Richards always gives 
you a chance, he is a more attadcing 
player and I am an attacking bowler 
ana that is why I enjoy playing 
against him. 













SW: As a batsman, whkh fast 
bowler do yon most respect? 

BOTHAM : Dennis Lillee has got to 
be high up there and 1 rate Andy 
Uoberts very highly. Michael Holding 
IS very quick. 

SW : And spin bowim T 

BOTHAM: That’s always been 
India’s department. 1 have played 
«ignin$t some great bowlers from 
India — Chandra. Dish. 

SW: How did you find Dodii T 

BOTHAM : He’s similar in some 
ways to Bish. I don’t think he is as 
good as him, though. Bish was like a 
machine, he used to just stroll back 
and then he*d come over, after over, 
after over. 

SW: Did Dothi pose some prob¬ 
lems for yon here? 

BOTHAM : It (the wicket) didn’t 
turn for him and I found he was 
bowling a little bit towards the leg 
side. I swept him quite a lot. But I’d 
i«ver say any Test bowler won’t 
cause you problems. He wouldn’t be 
playing for his country unless he’s a 
good bowler. 

SW: How do yon fancy your 
chances of becoming the next captain 
of England? 

BDltiAM: Honsetly, 1 haven’t 
really thought about it that much. 
I’ve enjoyed playing with Mike. 1 
think he is a very, very fine captain. 
If I get the job, yes I’ll enjoy doing 
it. But 1 am not going to worry about 
it too much. I’ll see how it happens. 



Dennis Lillee is a great bowler, 
one ol the finest in the world 
still He can do so much with the 
ball He can be still quite quick 
with the new ball although he 
has lost a little bit of pace. But 
then he can cut his run-up and 
still bowl reasonably quick^ His 
line, length and accuracy are 
incredible. 



Probably, the best batsman ive 
bowled against is Viv Richards 
He can just take you apart and 
you can be bowling well He is 
incredible, a freak. 


SW: Did you enjoy yomself as a 
tour selector? 

BOTHAM : Yes. 1 think it did me 
a lot of good, as well. It got me mure 
involved, I thought a lot more about 
ttic game. Now it’s up to me. I’ll sec 
what happens. If it (the captaincy) 
comes. I'll take it. But I’m not going 
to lose any sleep over it. 

SW: Are you looking forward to 
the tour by the West Indies? 

BOTHAM: Yes, very much. They* 
are the only side I haven’t played a 
Test match against. I've played one-* 
day internationals, played against a 
lot of their players in County match¬ 
es but not a Test match. 

SW : Where do yon get your terrific 
competitioners from? 

BOTHAM : I think it’s just the will 
to win, the will to do welL 1 enjoy 
the game so much I want to be In¬ 
volved with the side. 1 suppose that's 
where the drive comes from, I don't 
know. 

SW : On the third day of the Bom¬ 
bay Test, yon bonded a fii-over wgrUk 
Have yon ever bowled so long? 

BOTOAM: 1 am not sure. 1 could 
have done it for my County at some 
stage. 1 wouldn’t have done it too 
often. 

SW: Were yon ever tired In the 
coune of that spell? DM yon ever 
ask to bo taken off? 

BOTHAM: No, I didn’t ask to be 
taken off. (Smiles) I never ask to be 
taken off. 

SW: Do yon know any crldEeter 
who is more competitive than yon? 

BOTHAM: There are a lot of play¬ 
ers who are very competitive. They 
have different ways of showing it. 
You got to know people really well 


to know how competitive they are. I 
know for a fact that Viv Blchards is 
very competitive because I have 
played a lot of cricket with him for 
Somerset. There aren’t many Austral 
ian players who are not competitive. 
In fact, there are many of them. 

SW: We donH see them. Yon take 
last year's Oval Test. We were on 
the pMnt of, may be winning H when 
you took a catch, ran a man out, 
and took a wi^et. 

BOTHAM: Yes, 1 know. 1 am a 
great believer in (the maxim) that 
no game of cricket is ever won or 
lost until the last ball is bowled or 
the last run is scored. Once it’s all 
over, you can sit down, relax, have 
a few beers or do whatever you want 
to do. But while it’s on, that’s wbal 
it’s all about. 


SW: How did yonr jolniiig the 
MCC staff at the age of 15, help? 

BOTHAM : It helps in many ways. 
You get used to being in the field for 
a long time, you get used to wear¬ 
ing whites, it obviously helps. Seems 
to have done anyway (smiles). 

SW : Do you ever get tired of play¬ 
ing cricket? 

BOTHAM : I got tired physically 
but I never have problems motivating 
myself. Any first-class cricket, or 
Test cricket, I enjoy it. 


SW: What advise would you have 
for young Indian bowlers trying to 
be the next Botham or KapU Dev ? 

BOTHAM: There’s only one way 
to learn and that's to bowl. You 



Honestly, I haven't really thought 
about the England's captaincy 
that much. I've enjoyed playing 
with Mike. / think he is a very, 
very line captain. If I get the Job. 
yes I'll enjoy doing it. But / am 
not going to worry about it too 
much, ru see how it happens. 


20 





ini|9it one day get a wicket that’s^ 
slow, and low and doing nothing 
Then you’ve got to learn to bowl m 
a different wav on it You never slop 
learning at cricket That’s the beauty 
of It. If anyone thought he had 
mastered the game of cricket, he’d 
find it a pretty boring game. You get 
a nought one day, a hundred the 
next There’s just no way of knowing 
what’s going to happen, that’s the 
great thing about aicket. 

8 W: And your enjoyment ol crick¬ 
et hasn’t gone down any. 

BOTHAM : No, if anything, I am 
enjoying it even more as I go on 

SW: How would you rate the dif¬ 
ferent teams In the world today? 

BOTHAM: I’d put West indies and 
then I’d say there’s not a lot to chose 
between the rest of the teams. They 
all have good days and bad days 

SW: AnstraBa? 

BOTHAM : Yes. they arc a good 
side. But I’d still not say (smiles) 
they are a better side than England 

SW: What did you thtek of 
Sandm PaOlT 

BOIWAM: He batted No. 5 Well, 
he didn’t get many runs I never 
judge anybodv on one showing This 
guy has got runs so he must be a 
good player. 

SW: He doetnft ^y a little loo 
freely, does he? 

BOTHAM : He’s only young The 
thing IS you can always help a play 
er tighten up, you can never help 
someone play shots If they can’t play 
It, they’d never play it Give the guv 
a chance and see what he’s like in 
thrcie years’ time. 

SW; b there any way you’d like 
to Improre your own battiBg? 

BOTHAM: My biggest problem i*. 
concentration. As I am getting older 
I am finding it (cojLcentrating) a 
little easier to do. If I can keep mv 
concentration, then I’d be happy. 

SW: How many Undo of bulls can 
you howlt 

BOTHAM: I’ve got a pretty lull 
bag of variations — the inner, outei 
slower ball, quickei ball, bouncer 

SW: Sometimes you bond from a 
shorter rumup. Why? 

BOIHAM: I do that for a lot of 
reasons. Sometimes it’s because of 
getting a little tired (smiles sheeps 
ishly), sometimes to beat the bats¬ 
man’s concentration. 

SW: Are you atwayu attaddiig as 
a houderT 

BOTHAM: Yes, I would say so. 
though there are times when you 
have to bowl to contain. But if I have 
the choice, I’d always like to attack 

SW: And an a butman alooT 
BOTHAM: Yes. In many ways, i# 
you are in trouble the best form of 
defence is to attack. 

Interview with A JAY KUMAR 
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4S/4/V BOXING 

Medals, 

yes 

quality, 

no! 

RON HENDRICKS 

“W** ROBBED, WE SHOU- 
»» Ida stood in bed.” No patent 
rights were secured for the classic 
remark coined by an American 
fight manager—does it matter 
whether it was Joe Jacob or. 
‘Jake the Fake* Mintz?—when a 
debatable decision was given 
against one of his pugilists and it 
has gained in popular currency 
through the years. 

The introduction of five judges 
instead of three has not solved the 
problem of controversial decisions 
—you can have electronic tirno* 
keepers to eliminate all pofisihilitv 


of human error, but computerised 
judging machines are not on the 
cards—and the variant of the "we 
wuz robbed'* al]«^tion echoed 
through the Brabourne Stadium as 
thousands of disgruntled fight fans 
yelled, "the judges were fixed”, 
when Ali Bux (Pakistan) gained a 
split decision over India's exciting 
new light-flyweight, Birender 
Singh Thapa, on the final night 
of the ninth Asian Amateur Boxing 
championships, sponsored by WilU. 


Indeed it was a close call 
between the two mighty atoms of 
the Asian arena, and one expected 
the decision to go either way, both 
AH Bux and Thapa are good ring 
technicians. But neither possesses ^ 
lethal blow that can dispense with 
the verdict of the score-cards. 
Both stood up and * bowed as well 
as he knew. Thappa was more 
effective at close quarters, Bux 
more efficient at long range where 
his educated straight left repeated¬ 
ly pierced the defence of the 
square-on Thapa and earned Mm 
vital points. 

Each tm>k a mandatory count, 
Thapa when he was dropped when 
off-balance and when he stopped a 
stunning right flush in the face. 
The Pakistani, who confirmed his 
Asian Games victory over Thapa, 



24 Thapa (India) waiting for AH Bux (PalciafoH) to get up 


was lighter cm his feet He bobbed 
and weaved, ducked and daik^ei 
of harm's way and darted 
in with a strong counter-attack. 
Thapa could not slip inside Bux's 
annoying ^ft j»lo?e. But his two- 
fisted combination of punches at 
close quarters brought the house 
down. Regrettably, it did nut 
turn the tide in his favour at the 
final countdown. And the crowd 
nearly went berserk with frustra¬ 
tion and dismay. 

Press clippmgsi~-and ringside 
observers have worked the "we 
wuz robbed'* theme to death—are 
not the right ring alchemy to con¬ 
vert a silver into a gold, but they 
can provide much consolation for 
Thapa who chalked up stylish 
victories over Korea’s Chang, 
Zainal (Indonesia) ajnd Japan's 
Nakamura on his way to the final 
showdown with Ali Bux. But ir» 
this game one must learn to take 
the rough with the smooth. 

Fortunately for India, where the 
lighter men failed, the surpri.se 
packets, Badri Singh (light-heavy¬ 
weight) and Kaur Singh (heavy¬ 
weight) struck gold. And the ho.sl 
nation finished with the impressivi' 
tally of two gold three silver and 
five bronze medals. 

India fielded a full team of H 
boxers, one in each weight cate¬ 
gory. for the first time in the 
championships, and only welter¬ 
weight S. Moorthi went home 
empty handed. Our best showmu, 
ever in a competition in which wc 
won two gold medals Chandra 
Narayan (fly) and Mehtab Singh 
(light-heavyweight)—on our debut 
at Teheran in 197t. Mehtab was 
the last Indian to win a gold at 
Bangkok in 1973. 

But don't jump to wrong 
conclusions because of these 
statistics. The quality of Indian 
boxing, centred round pugilists 
from the Services, has not snown 
vast improvement. On the contrary, 
I believe that Narayan was a more 
skilful and scientific boxer than 
cither Thapa or Amladas, outpoint¬ 
ed by Korea’s Jim Kim after two 
early knock-downs in the first 
round. Bob Lai (West Bengal) and 
Sammy Khatau and Isaac Menas- 
shey were outstanding flyweights 
before ihe divisions were split to 
include the light-fly, the Ughl- 
welter and the light-middie. 
Perhaps the greatest of the trio 
was Menaashey. 

Menasshey was an Indian Jimmy 
Wilde. He was a flyweight who 
carried a stick of dynamite in each 
gloved flst and it exploded with 
such superb timing that his 
opponents were summarily dismis- 
SM. Menasshey was on our boxing 
squad lor the first post-War 
Olympic games in London. He 
could not raise the funds to p&y 
for his expenses and he did not 



Bail With the contingent. A bene¬ 
factor or sponsor was subsequently 
found. Menasshey was flown to 
London only to discover that he 
could not compete as his entry 
was not submitted. The hard-hitt¬ 
ing flyweight tools that disappoint¬ 
ment in his stride and in the 
twilight of an illustrious career 
he won the gold medal at the 
Maccabi Games in Israel. 

lAPAN FIELDED A YOUNG SIDE 
•• of university lads. They did 
not shape as well as they had done 
in the previous championships. 
But they won a gold through south¬ 
paw Sojima, the conqueror of India's 
popular international, light-welter 
Bakhshish Singh, and a silver 
through middleweight T. Sokasai 
who was forced out of the contest 
with Korea’s I Chung Park, 


adjudged the best boxer of thr 
competition with an injured mouth 
after 1;31 of the third round 
Koba (fly) and Higuchi (feather) 
picked up bronae medals for them 

Some of the more sophisticated 
and scientific pugilists came from 
South Korea. wno picked up a 
record number of eight gold 
medals when they hosted the 
second AABC in Seoul in 19d5. 
They fielded eight boxers this time. 
H. Chang, outpointed by Thapa, 
and Y. Cho, stopped in his tracks 
in the third round hv Mongolia’s 
hard-hitting welterweight Battur, 
falling by the wayside before ’the 
semi-finals. They claimed three 
gold and three silver medals. 

Eighty-seven boxers from 13 
countries participated in the 
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^lendldly organised thanks to the 
untiring eftorte of Capt. Aidajania. 
A Montreal-style nght with an 
electronic time^seeper and elec¬ 
tronic Judgment indicator loaned 
by ^iko, provided a genuine in¬ 
ternational settling the setting in 
the Braboume Stadium which saw 
many international contests in the 
balmy days whm Terry Adams of 
the Rangers Club was considered 
to be the Jack Solomons of Indian 
boxing and put on some splendid 
promotions. And the boxers could 
not have asked for a better 
response than they got on the final 
night from the capacity crowd. 
And despite generous sponsorship, 
the organisers are likely to be a 
lakh or two in the red. 

There were quite a lot of south¬ 
paws, the majority of them from 
Korea whoM pugilists were 
smartly turned out m light blue 
vests and trunks. Iran disappoint¬ 
ed But they have a shrewd 
exponent of the art in welter¬ 
weight, Sudeghi, who went from 
strength to strength and outpointed 
the crafty and Fleet-footed 
^uthpaw. Kamrun (Thailand) 
Their light-heav 3 rweight Asadi 
promised much. He did well until 
he ran into India's Badri Singh in 
the final The two-fisted attacking 
machine that was Asadi broke 
down against the sustained left- 
jab assault of the« Indian Asadi 
tired fast and Badri scored an 
unanimous verdict 

Mongolia, a late entry have 
some rugg^ and hart-hitting 
boxers. Featherweight Otgon 
Bayer, who took the measure of 
India's Muthu Manoharan, outs¬ 
marted the wily Korean Min-Kun 
Oh, who had the spit and polish 
rubbed oil him by the heavy 
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Ihk ^iko electronic 
which was necessary tp ittetet%fai 
ben international stnh&fiiSt. 
However. <m the 4^tli o( tna 
competition, l^ocs 
clearance came waivins* 

As mauers stand 
Adajania is running a pmogMi 
loss of almost Rs. I lam Stat 
during my stay in Bombing bpt 
once have 1 known hbn w mei 
sorry for himself nor hiC he 
e^ressed bitterneas of any 
kind- On the contrary! both he 
and his wife were cpnatimtly 
concerned about the comforts 
and worries of others. 

ASIT BANERJEE 



Badri Sfngh (IMUa> ionds a right on the face of A- Aaodt (Iran) 


punching of the Mongolian 
Lightweight Batbileg—India's pro¬ 
mising Ekamabaram was medically 
unfit and could not oppose him in 
the semi-finals—packed a hefty 
wallop in each hand and made 
short work of Korea's D Kim in 
the final, while Battur who was 
battered into a bloody pulp by 
Kamrun, and Bayarasaihan scooped 
up bronze medals 

There are no seedings in this 
bport. But no boxer in the 77 bouts 
can complain that he got the wrung 
end of the stick because of this 
The lightfly was the most densely 
populated category and produced 
some attractive bouts The heavier 
weights suffered from a paucity of 
entries. It was unfortunate that sci 
many of the Indian boxers ducked 
low and used their arms like 
windmills Some of them even 
suffered from a temporary frozen 
light shoulder. They used their 
right glove so sparingly. But 
Badri and Kaur did very well with 
their strong left hands to scoro 
unanimous decisions. 



































Thapa-un]ucku 




„Pa}“stan’s light welterweight M 
:Maaiq scored impressive victories 
against mediocre opponents on his 
way to the final. But he caught a 
real tartar in Japan's Sojima The 
Japanese outboxed his shorter 
opponent and did not allow 
Siddiq to bustle into hmi, while 
India s Mulk Singh was bashed by 
the best boxer of the competition, 
Korea s I Chung Park The Indian 
bronze medallist—Oanpati iMano~ 
haran. Muthu Manoharan, 
Ckambarham, Bakshish and Halge- 
kar—could have shaped better if 
they used their heaos 

Brawn and courage have their 
place, but it is brain and skilful 
Cinching that tells its own tale in 
the end And that's why i liked 
Irans Sudeghi sO' much Asia must 
prepuce more boxers like him to 
make an impact against the con¬ 
tinentals, particularly the east 
Euro^ans, the Africans, the 
Americans and the Cubans 
m the Olympic ring As a preface 
for Moscow, the ninth AABO did 
not raise the prospects of an Asian 
gold medal. Pessimistic^ No Just 
trying to be objective and putting 
things in their proper perspective. 

Pix Mukesh Paro an 29 




ASIAN KABADDI 

India best 

ARIJIT SEN 


r 'JDIA SCORED SIGNIFICANT^ 

success in Calcutta, len it not 
only staged the first Asi^n Kabaddi 
Championship, but also won tbe in 
augural year's competition, beating 
Bangladesh in the final on February 
24. This championship marked the 
•'export”, for the first time, of a 
wholly Indian sport to south-east 
Asia. 

The formation of the Asian Amat¬ 
eur Kabaddi Federation itself was a 
great breakthrough for India, in the 
sense that it marked the fruitition of 
years of patient struggle and effort. 
The AAKF was formed in 1978, with 
India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Malaysia and Sri Lanka. To this list 
was added Japan. 

Just as Japan had done with judo, 
projecting an indigenous sport to the 
world via the Asian Games, the 
Amateur Kabaddi Federation of India 
planned to reach kabaddi to the 
Olympics. The first requirement was 
inclusion of this discipline in the 
Asian Games. This, according to th> 
rules, could only be done if an Asian 
body for the sport was formed and 
competition held at the Asian Jevel 
before the Asian Games. Kabad.i ha 
finally come of age, with the inclu¬ 
sion of the sport as one of the regular 
disciplines of the 1982 Asian Games 
to be held in Delhi. 

The first Asian championship, 
however, did not have smooth sail¬ 
ing. Even a month before the cham¬ 
pionship, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakis¬ 
tan, Sri Lanka and Japan had pro¬ 
mised to participate in the Calcutta 
with India. But then, Japan 





Asians best — Indian team with AAKF offic^ls. In the centre is the 
Secretary-General of the Asian body, Mr Achintya Saha 


opted out, pleading lack of fiincs to 
send the team and urging the AKFl 
to sponsor the entire trip, which was 
naturally not financially feasible. The 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka fiasco has 
been described elswhere. Thus, the 
hosts wens left with only Bangladesh 
and Nepal. 

Nepal showed exemplary sports¬ 
manship by fielding a side despite 
the fact that it had taken to the 
game only in 1978, after a trip by an 
Indian delegation comprising two 
men's and two women’s teams to de¬ 
monstrate the game in and around 
Kathmandu. It was a great credit 
on the part of the organisers of the 
sport in Nepal and the players them¬ 
selves that a team could be fielded 
in such a short time to take on the 
established sides of India and Bangla¬ 
desh. 

Of course, they were no match lor 
the might of the two other countries 



$sh iHce^fiiotn Ztilfiqer Alt trying to hold on Indian raider in the 


J in the fray. The championship, which 
I was inaugurated by the West Bengal 
s PWD Minister, Mr Jalin Chakraborty, 

3 saw Nepal face Bangladesh in the 
5 first match. From the very beginn- 

3 ing, it was clear that Nepal was 

1 fighting a losing battle. Bangladesh 
started circumspectly, conceding a 
bonus point to Nepal. According to 
r the new rules framed by the Asian 
s body, a team failing to earn a point 
E3 —either through a raid or by holding 
n a raider—in three successive outings, 
0 allows the other to notch up one. 

However, Nepal, too, conceded point.s 
J in this manner, until the Bangladesh 
t players 'found their feet* to start 
e scoring, 

[: By half-time in the 40-minute 

^ game, Bangladesh had established a 
^ 25-6 lead. They had also succeeded 

in breaking the morale of the 
Nepalis. This-became evident as the 
second session started, with Bangla- 
^ desh romping through with a total of 
® six lonas— each of which earned 
them two points as bonus for getting 
^ the entire opposition out of court— 
§ to end with the impressive score of 

» ^ 65 - 13 - 

? TPHE NEXT DAY SAW NEPAL 
face the might of India. AL 
though India began lackadaisically, 
with captain Jadhav being guilty of 
callousness and paying the penalty 
of turning his back on his opponents 
at the end of his raid. He was prom¬ 
ptly caught in a counter raid. How¬ 
ever, India settled down soon to earn 
a massive 52-7 lead in the first half. 
After the lemon-break, India ripped 
through 'the Nepal team to emerge 
winners on 92-22 points—^the highest 
margin in the international sphere so 
far—-with the help of seven lonas. 

After an hour's break, in which 
time an exhibition match between 
two Calcutta women^s teams was 
held. India took on Bangladesh. In 
this match, there was no scope for 
frivolity and the Indians* serious 
approach was evident immediately 
liter commencement of the tie, as 
they took a comfortable 25-5 l^d, 
with two lonas. 
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fj* jk, V. IMPitigS^OVB ' MARCH 
^ iMst was arififinlsvd bv the 
}Vest<'IteiMl Kab»^ ASRociathnt 

grpvmi wore a festivie tdok. 


a Wmiaaa to ; ioose ^ | 


- toA : nvrirhl $tate ««sodii^(t» hf 
' tbfr Muiteur A^bhMi FederathM! 
flf iBoia Duttering tit the evealnit 

vrC6aB» 

thfi^ Vtes h fimehisad' 
:tteis. arislhg ent of trasbratkui, in 
V the- an:;' Ahd toia.Afltected everjri 
• one iBOoneeted with the ^atis*^ 
pnrticuiafly the MIHKA omaale^ 
except the secretary of the AKFI, 
Mr t Rajagopalachaii He seem¬ 
ed totally unperturbed by the 
. fact that theie were only three 
entrants for the first Asians. 

Perhaps he had reason to re¬ 
main unruffled—fot:» hadn't he 
urged the AKFI to award the 
. diampionsbip to HyoctUbad. his 
home base ? Rut hp Was outvoted. 
Naturally, Sri li^nka and Pakistan 
did not turn up. Mr Rajagopala- 
Chari had told tite WBKA that, as 
Liaison Officer for the organising 
committee of the Asians, he would 
go to Sri Lanka bfipselft to 
arrange for that country .to send 
a team, white he would send 
another official, Mr' Om PraHash. 
to Pakistan, because the latter had 
. good contacts there. 

Strangely, neither trip materia- 
. Used. Mr Rajagoiialacnhri, when 
contacted in Calcutta, gaye the 
Vague eitcuse that his proposed 
trip to Colombo by sea had to be 
" Canoetfed because some Shipping 
. ^aaiKifrt fadhty was cancelled, 
v lttt thie is spinetbing he toldf^^ 
hiffaiilsera enl^. afer repeated .rPt^ 
vnuaders. -^y- 

anihe leas ,tbe case, with the 
. .hripi 'iM^rently, Mr Om 
l*rakaah felt lU. in the first inst- 
.■MKA -had then, when he' had re- 
■'jwveiiced^ eoi(M vat proceed (accor 
. i«Ag M; Nhrsailagopafaiciiari) “be¬ 
cause he md oot get a visa till 


odt appear te he true', hedausir, 
according Ki organislnK oommRtoe 
eonroatk the visa had Deen'isaa^ 
much eariier« 

With a man sfatoofe gpprQac>< 
both Sri LittKa and Pakistdn 
would have fielded teams. And 
yi^ld J^ve.add^ <»naidep< 
hbta gMh^ W chanodo^M 
and also arntwed me Asian 
to forge i^ad in getting more 


saHWk 

t'he some Inch ef co-operation 
was evidmit in the matter of in¬ 
viting thp heads pf different 
Stete kabaddi ^ asso^etions. in 
Order te piahe the Asians a flnan- 
ciatty viable evpah^ we AKFthad 
urged meitdieMesoclation officMls 
to get advertisements for the 
souvenir te be oreuffiit out on the 
occasion. AD the meuffiera agreed 
to get at least one advertisement 
Caoi, which would have given the 
organisers the means to invite not 
onv the nfficials^ hat to stage, a 
women’s competitvmi sTotig with 
the Asians. But exaln. a itomnge 
hand rose to stiAe Ml efferto, NO 
advertisements came from outtide 
West Bengal. 

But stranger st^ll vn» the nutter 
of Btate and Central COvemment 
assistance. While the West Ben¬ 
gal authorities mhciionied u meap 
hr As. i(>.00B-wbiffii atiU hasnTt 
been received by the orgaatsers-** 
the Centre’s proposed dSnutt pre¬ 
sented a idctom of apathy and 
neglect. 

The liaison officer lor the firiu 
AsianS-^ilr Rajegopaladiart efoih 
—was to have spot prepmals to 
the Centre, on ihe basis of yffiiai 
the Govarnmi^ would gitte 0 
grant. Mr lia}afopaIe<»ari toi 
that, inlUalh^. he had setA the pr 
posals in July, 1979, because the 
Asians were origlw^ Sphediiied 
for Novemter that year, "Rfftb 
the pomipoaeinent of the meet to 
February 1 sent toe m'opesals on 
Nevemhw B—and ♦ reminder on 
November Iff. The Govemnittni 

to be held in a net^atfon sent on 
January 94. 19I10.’V., 

What Mr Rajagopoladiarl did 
not sKs was that repeated, frantic 
remluders bad been seat to him 
by the WBKA to send the pro¬ 
posals to toe . Qovcinment-^- 



m 


esiitaetiiis could be dboe on^ 
toe. secretory or president <rf tlK\ i ? 
nest association, in this dsse the Vi 
AKPl. According to Government 
roles, proposals for the sanction- yrki 
iug Of a meet have to'be seof ■•■'A 
toon four months before H ». A'- 
a to be held. Mr Rajagopala- 
's first letter was dated .-;V,r 
... 1% bare^ them 
, tob cham^onship- Md ^ 

_jt Ofllcihl sanction, Mhee -^1 

cmntrfea could not be «ostltactedV.ii 
oi^a^ to dbtolu their eoailnita»'‘^% 
toto MlNurtiett^u. , 

Also tied UP teito the 1% 

was the question of Govarnmant ,.j v 

K . I^totoitively, toe^E&Sd^ 
itry had agreed to give As. 1 

se,(K» tat ggato. tta rates stipo. * 

^ toil tile attattfit ta,pVta'to 
the centroilNi body el toh gouih 
trvw.4hat 1% toe AKFI. ,, 

Naturallyy the AKFI aecretifry- 
was supjpo^ed to take the ioitipr 
tive in itx»lie«rtinft the srant $o that ■ 
the otjKas^iifg committee for the'' 
AaMins coim oenelit. The Centro , 
bed to mahd an advanoe. 

V Be, iPto towards the total 
iCrant/ bbt Qfo fbrmalftles for pdy^ 
meot iodhd^ the sending of a . 

ai^nt by tb:i 
AKfl secretai^. This was 
not dtusos repeated pleas, 

to the prgwisina^ bffldals* Mr 

tahied Ito bad rdeelpt4ut 

fpip aodib the €cn* 

tre had not a €^4uo for 
that amount to the AKF}« ,11 is 
now expected that the money will 
be avaHafue to the ordanisina 
eomaodtteb soibetinie next mhiitlL 

When the audited accounts of 
tlte championship are seiq^ tH • the 
Mintstrr; the remaining Bss 40,000 
would be made over to the'AKFI. 

But thb present trend of events, 
ppint to more acrimpny whhh 
the auhstion cf settling 
dues Incorred by the Orga- 
nisbtg committee tor the Asians 
arfseSfrrprobably ft the next. AK^ 

Ft geptoisi body or e^ciAlve mh- 
cil meetihirs'', ,;x 

But the qiicstion that remains . 
What prompted this entire 
series of mishapsCould it be 
blamed ou circumstances—or was 
there something more ? 

ARU»T SSM 




The second session saw the Ban¬ 
gladesh boys, under instructions 
from 6d-yeai-old coach Nani Basak, 
apply themselves seriously. And this 
time, India had to struggle to main¬ 
tain its lead as the Bangladeshis 
came surging through. In the end. 
the tiring Indians finished with 
match points of 38-20. 

The i^und-rpbin having elided, 
tjnefe was a Anal play-off between 


the first and second team on Ihe 
final da,Y. India again started well 
to end the first session at ’19-9. But 
the at^cond half was a repeat of the 
first encounter between ^the two 
sides. Bangladesh took the initiative 
and scored 12 points to India's 9 
earning a Iona in the process. But 
this effort—spearheaded by TangaiVs 
Amir Hamza who came as a substi¬ 
tute in the second half--was not 


enough to give Bangkidc^h the titls. 

Thus'India won the first-ever Asian 
champion.ship beating Bangladesh 
28*21 in the pldy uff. But the Jalter 
kift evidence of its intentions of 
wresting the title, when the second 
Asians come off in Dacca, in Novem¬ 
ber, 1981. And by then, competition 
will be far keener, with Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Japan and Malaysia cer¬ 
tain to enter the fray. 





News: National 


JUNIOR NATIONAL 
ROWERLIFTING 

Karnataka 
win close 
fight 

B rute force and raw 

stren^b is all that is required. 
Here, in powerlifving, technique is 
secondary. The way this ‘power* 
forged ahead since its inception in 
India in 1975, it has left its weight 
lifting counterpart far behind. The 
achievements of the Powerlifting 
Federation of India in this short 
span have been the staging of five 
senior Nationals, partidpalion in 
four World Championships and the 
winning of an Arjuna for one of the 
followers of this discipline — Subra- 
ta Dutta. 

The federation has now crossed 
another milestone, by holding the 
Inaugural Junior Nationals (under 
23) at Calcutta. It was a grand suc¬ 
cess. There were no complaints 
from the nearly 72 competitors from 
12 States vying for top honours in 
the nine weight classes, except for 
Jammu and Kashmir contingent 
which felt the pinch of two climatic 
extremes — from a snow-bound 
di41y J dc K to the heat of CUilcutta. 

Powerlifting is at present domina¬ 
ted by the Southern States, with 
Karnataka at the forefront after the 
senior Na\ionc^ls — being title hold¬ 


ers for two consecutive years. In 
Calcutta, the juniors, too, proved 
their worth. Karnataka accumulab 
ed 85 po.nts — five points more 
than their nearest rival Kerala. 
Andhra Pradesh, who were late 
starters, wrested two gold medals in 
the 90 and 100 kg. classes and oust¬ 
ed Bihar and Bengal, with 45 points 
each, to take third spot All three 
w'on two gold each, while Delhi, 
Bihar and Bengal managed one each. 
But the fight essentially centred 
round the two “K*’a — Kafnataka 
and Kerala. However, Karnataka 
took the added distinction of getting 
G. Ramchandra adjudged the 
“Strongman” title. This was fortuit¬ 
ous because his nearest rival, Kera¬ 


la's Suresh Kumar, who had won t ||0 
gold in the 60 kg. weight dass, with 
total 437.5 kg, was laid low with 
dysentry on the eventful day. Had 
he totalled even 450 kg, he could 
have won on body ratio. 


At one stage, Kerala were five 
>oints ahead of Karnataka but the 
^5 kg class event proved catgstro- 
hic, with the elimination of Suda- 
aran who was penalised in the 
squat, to give the latter State the 
lead. Another close fight for sec¬ 
ond place between the two was in 
the 56 kg. class, when Dayakara 
Bolar of Karnataka was tied wKH 
Keralite Chandra Babu on 405 kg 
but Bolar prevailed because of light¬ 
er body weight. 

G. Raraachandra gave Karnataka 
its first gold and K. Gangappa its 
last in the 82.5 kg. class, with a 




Team champions Karnataka (above) 
with the manager and coach. (Left) 
Kamataha*s G. Ramachandra, on* 
Judged the 'Strongman* of the meet^ 
performing the deadlift 


total of 482.5 kg. Suresh Kumar, 
who did a total lift of 455 kg. in tho 
selection trials, gave Kerala the first 
gold and Babu K. S. the next. A 
gold for Bihar in the 75 kg. class 
through M. A. Khalid enhanced 
Bihar’s position, but it was short- 
* lived because Andhra came up witn 
a couple of gold medals through 
Sri Hari Yadav and A. Satyanara- 
vana. Bengal managed the super 
heavy gold, with remly no opposi¬ 
tion for G. M. Khan and the only 
silver by Harinarayan Das. 

For a team i^di had known only 
dumb-bells a few years back and 
learnt about powerlifting oojiy last 
year, Jammu and Kashimr came up 
after being down the ladder initially 
when Balbir Singh claimed the 








brdiXMft in the fk) kg. class and a sil¬ 
ver W debutant Jagdish Rai. J & 
K ihay have come up with more 
surprises had tbe full team come ^ 
half the members couldnX be round- 
de up because of heavy snowfall. 

The best overall Individual per¬ 
formance came from Andhra’s Sri 
Harl Yadav whose squat lift of 165 
kg was the best in all the nine 
classes. M. K. Krishna Kumar of 
Kerala did a superb 200 kg. in the 
deadlift followed by 195 kg lifts by 
Sri Hari Yadav and Keralite John 
Vergbeese (75 kg dass). Karnataka’s 
Gangappa bad performed the best 
lift in the benchpress of 122.5 kg, 
G. M. Khan was 2.5 kg less. 

The secret behind the outstandina 
performances of the top two teams 
is that most competitors belong to 
the coastal belt where the occupa¬ 
tion is fishing — calling for real 
hard work and rigorous work-loads. 
Added to the inherent strength is 
the tremendous grip these boys 
have — and strength and grip are 
two vitals when bolding nets during 
fishing. Eight of the Kerala team 
are from Alleppy district, the State 
champions. 

Karnataka provides a lot of fad* 
lities. CompeUions are held every 
forinight, wnich are taken by the 
lifters as trials for ultimate selec¬ 
tion in the State team. The State 
can boast of four « senior interna¬ 
tionals — Lokenath Bolar, P. Jayap- 
pa, R. M. Gajanana and P. K. 
Yeshodhari—^who went to York in a 
team of nine powerlifters. 

For Kerala, powerlifting has come 
as a boon. Hiiherto, they have 
fared badly in weightlifting at the 
national level. And since, those who 
joined the gymnasium have to take 
up squat and benchpress. meant 
exclusively for powerlifting, there 
was a sudden exodus from weight¬ 
lifting to powerlifting. This paid 
immediate dividends, as Kerala 
finished third in the senior Nationals 
in De^hi. 

However, whether it was early, 
maturity or a developed body, most 
of the competitors in the Junior 
Nationals looked overaged. The 
certificate seems to be the only 
document for eligibility. But the 
Powerlifting Federation of India 
had decided that, in future, thorough 
medical test would be taken of com¬ 
petitors and a doctor would be 
appointed by the federation 
who, along with the technical 
committee^ will undertake medical 
teats. The PFI, President 
MonoJit Bose also felt that the old 
amporatus now being used need to be 
replaced wfth a more sophisticated 
If the federation succeeds in 
importiiig the latest equipment 
Bulian ^wqrlifters could work won- 
abroad ^ because, strengtbwUe. 
fteyjr^not interior to the beat lo 

'.t '\'X. ‘/I-'' 1.* ^ V ^ ' 



LofcenofK IUE» 


A WBiGiiii.,jirm. DiscuB 
tbrewen jmimmar md OfO 
« kAtMrikU llutt: -k il gi«M 

■ Of a isportamao. Crtcesatb doUr, 
of Karnataka. SU Ur a name quite 
familiar t6 thn' weii^KQitting and 
athfat^ ¥fwrt^ ke is «pm 0€ 
tke rate Breed tenkn kaa repre¬ 
sented Ikdfi jb itteiMber two 
.different dwdMbd-'>‘di8^ and po- 
wl^ng. tke Manga- 

tore-keM gnal^ no cemi^ 

xos and it pimm «C |da jftdimmeo 
ciommmiMy* Bk fram# uriU 


«otik^;-a^l1r«edihd' ■ ;■ 

tite propML keiiir 


rented ledfii 
different dk 
werlifffng. 
tore-txwil gp 
xos end k i 
cnmmmiMy* 


reveal tibat Be me ' 
all the ri||Q«rr «ff the hard 
life. 


dSPatWC&« 

ttiide k 

vininp* Bet ik 
wardt ntlMiei 

S!Mw#25X3fc 



at jkH^' wee In 
n the Igevywetibt 

ddnpna emerged 
mmapiMynit t^ 
f JkL fauftarite 
f.. Sk enihi- 
i Bk tmBMdl tlQe 
idif nii'tten quit 

3&. 

^lllde Attdwto 




niiviWiui 

vlm wan 


sppken ^kenath also thoui^ tbad! 
it was Uie ripe .mrnnent to displax..s 
Ills. atraagth.->4he Basic reqnirih. 
ment for poyrerlmlng. 

' %rious as he is and with ttie '1 
iMeic power. Lokenath did - the 
li^ aystematicalk five days •- 
Weeh. this bore fniit. He sqolred . 
a aimieatitoiial victory on dehiit-~. r , 
in w lOOkg dass>-4it the Ludhh t', 
aM Senior Nattonals.. with n -total / 
lift M S85 kg (squat, hnwhmesa.. 
aad deadlift). There um.ah ateb' 
ping ^ then. At the.^W> Natio¬ 
nals. mst year, he huproved hie - 

World ChampkmslupR last Octoberv 
There, lokenath iMar did « aqug(^>’ 
of l^lnlcg iiHr.a new natimia) re^ '. 
cord.:j|e^C^ at the Calontta-« 
trjaao Afro-Asian-PadJic 

H^Wenmiag meet to he held at .. 
fmth« Aunraik, ho 245 kg . 
hi, bettnna: an automatic dioioe. i 

.lk.k emplomd 

kfh Ikfiw^ayst .but he k jernttnlng.-. 
'tq;<l^,:.me,m. to serfonak take 

the HaOways, Karaatidta num, 
Ikvo to ]biae-bk. 

i.-w^|ya are;.’ dtekhnc, lAliatipn;; 
wltp..tbe Powerlifthig federation; 
orittdia. * 





Sportspeople 


Best's test 

I l'VEN THE WORST ENEMY OF 
j George Best will readily admit 
that there can be little criticism of 
him solely as a footballer Two quick¬ 
silver feet, the swerve and the acce¬ 
leration of a Mathews on the wins, 
a convulsively quick turn (which 
earned him that typical solo goal with 
a 40-yard dash in the European Cud 
final against BenUca in 1968) and a 
jump which made him dangerous in 
the air — all combined to make 
him the legend that he is Techni¬ 
que, courage, pace, imagination; Best 
has shown every quality except sta¬ 
bility. yet what feats he has perfor¬ 
med*” exclaims Brian Glanville 


It will be more appropriate to sav 
that the wayward Irishman himself 
is his own worst enemy. His behaviour 
is *al1 too sadly a microcosm of many 
football ills'. The misguided football 
genius will be like a fish out of water 
without being involved in some sort 
of controversy or contradiction It is 
^ald that clippings on Best in a news 
paper library occupy more than two 
dozen of the largest envelopes in 
the building, and as a harassed Jour¬ 
nalist point^ out, 'there's a coptra- 
diction in every one'. Sportsworld 
readers will remember that less than 
a year ago the FIFA lifted the 
World-Wide ban on Best, leaving him 
free to play again for his American 
club Fort Lauderdale Strikers. The 
ban which was placed in October, 
1978, was the upshot of the tug-of- 
war between Fulham and the Ameri¬ 
can club. 


It is no use recapitulating what 
Brian Glanville describes as "the 
unending dramas, cootlict and scan¬ 
dals, the abrupt retirement from the 
game followed by almost as abrupt a 
return, the eventual cancelling by 
Manchester United of his contract” 
and the subsequent chain of events. 
That Best, who will celebrate his 
Mtb birthday on May 22 next, has 
not changed a bit will be clear from 
his latest excursion to controversy 
land. On February 17 he was sack^ 
again, this time by the Scottish Club 
Hibernian. Apparently, Chairman 
Tom Hart bad suffiaent reasons for 
his action He was unable to rouse 
Best from the hotel where he had 
been staying for a week at Mr 
Hart's expense Hibernian were to 
play Ayr United in a Scottish Cup 
fourth-round match that day. Even¬ 
tually they had to play without Best 
(and they won 2-0) and the sack 
came after the match Mr Hart said 
"The marriage between Hihs ano 
Best is over. The divorce took place 
at lunchtime. Best is available for 
transfer to any club in the United 
Kingdom, America or Canada. I told 
him to pack his bags, get out and go 
back to London". 


the 

addii 


Ibto latest JQ 
ler^ght of thi 
Idictlon to ale 


lolt has been seen In 
le mercurial winger's 
alcohol. In a ^lea to 


Best to give up drinking, his 23*year- 
old wife Angella said publicly* "He's 
been drinking for weeks and there's 
no point trying to cover it up any 
more " Not that Best himself has no 
guilty conscience in respect of the 
matter, "t am having a very big 
problem with alcohol. Wheie do i 
go from here?" he has been quoted 
as saying. 


Yes — that is the mlllion^ollar 
question Quo vadis, George? Only 
on one point one begs to disagree^ 
though. Alcohol is not the problem. 
It is your temperament. Anyway, let's 
see bow you stand the test. 


The unpalatable side 
of NSNIS 


H ow DOES A PERSON WHO 
had donned India colours seve¬ 
ral times — and also captained the 
national side to get the bronze in 
the Merdeka tournament — feel 
when he is humiliated duiing bis 
stmt in Patiala to get a diploma m 
football coaching at the Netap 
Subhas National InsUtute of Sports'? 
Syed Noyeemuddm, whp received his 
diploma with 68 per rent marks — 
two short of a first division — 
foeb the entire system of training/ 
(oaching to athletes of all disciplin<-s 
IS sub-standard and it will do more 
harm than good 


Only the allied subjects, which are 
tKMng taught on a broad base, are 
toleiablv good Nayecm feels the 
allied subjects arc of real importance 
tor himself to believe it but without 
seems to realise it "One has to sec 
foi coaching, but in practice, no one 
revealing one's credentials, because 
a journalist would not be given the 
chance of seeing the raw reality Jf 
this IS the way things aie done, one 



Nayeevit pricks the NSNIS bubble 


can only say that the prospects of 
the young generation Is very bleak. 

"In India, a coach has to earn a 
diploma But if a diploma Is the sole 
criterion for earning bread, wnat is 
a diploma holder in hockey doing in 
a tea stalP It is an insult to the 
famous NSNIS and the great revolu- 
tionaiy in whose name the institute 
has been established 

"Tell me. what has the NSNIS 
really achieved since its inception in 
1961'? Can it boast of any real achiev 
ements. internationally^ The ones 
who brought fame for the country 
did It through love and dedication to 
the concerned discipline 

Nayecm, a respected name in Cal 
cutta football, went for the condena 
ed course for coaches to Patiala It 
did not take him long to realise that 
everything there was on a theoretical 
basis — what i6 preached (reading 
out what great players, coaches, doc 
tors and referees of different coun¬ 
tries have to say on different aspects 
of football) was not practiced on the 
field The experienced player that he 
IS, he was hungry for knowledge ol 
coaching, both m practice and theo¬ 
ry But the coach in charge, a mas 
ters degiee holder from West Ger 
many, K U Thapa (how much has 
he contributed to Indian football'?) 
lacked practical experience An ex 
ample In theory, development was 
to ho made step by step from simple 
to complex with speahe mention of 
individuaksm But everything on the 
field went haywire Coaches knew 
little about the very essentials m the 
allied subjects and gave no import¬ 
ance at all to them 

"K was hell of a daily life Like 
Kala Pam (black water) We had to 
Ixj punctual, with or without a wash 
Ol bath We had to stand in queue 
everywhere — even to go to the 
latrine or for a bath because there 
weie very tew conveniences There 
were also sleepless nights, because of 
bed bugs and mosquitos We Yuere 
made to rush through everything 
We had to do exercises immediately 
aher lunch Naturally, one would 
need some rest after lunch, especial¬ 
ly after long theoretical classes. Is 
It heaHhy to run on a full belly? 
They talk of how much calories are 
required (4,000 calories) for a play¬ 
er, but the quality of food they se^e 
does not meet the specific require¬ 
ments Not only was the copkinghad, 
even the vegetables were never 
fresh To meet our requirements, we 
had to buy food at our own expense 

"Whether ap athlete training for 
some big event is given Rs. 16 per 
day or Rs 5 per day is given to in¬ 
ternational players like me for focw, 
It’s almost the same. Geeta Zutshl, 
India's No 1 woman athlete who was 
training for the Montreal World 
Championships at that time, said- 
qujtc annoyed, ‘even birds won't eat 
the apples given by 

Coaches and trainees see all this, 
but are silent for fear of being vic^ 



thKil&ed. y^hen Nayeem toM the de¬ 
puty director. Mr C. M. Mutbaiah 
that the food was 8tt1>5taiidard for 
sportsmen^ he shouted: 'India Is 
a poor country. A lot of people can't 
get it. You, international fellows, al¬ 
ways create problems'. At one aiage 
Mr Muthaiah went on lines of re- 
gionaltem by saying: 'You Bengali 
players get a lot of money, but you 
don't behave yourself. You must res¬ 
pect your ‘bloody' coaches.’ Angrily. 
Nayeem burst out: “I didn't come 
here to listen to all this. I’m again 
saying the food is terrible.” 

The footballer was so angry that 
he wanted to go to Delhi and apprise 
the Education Minister about the 
bad food and the bad behaviour at 
the NSNIS, but internationals Ajitpai 
Singh, former hockey captain, and 
Deny Swamy (boxer) who were with 
Nayeem for the diploma course, con¬ 
soled him by saying: 'Just get your 
dipioma and go. We are all in the 
same boat.’ (And all three are Arjuna 
recipients). 

“Patience, too, has its limits. When 
the coaches at the institute suffer 
from inferiority complex they try to 
cut you down — the internationals 
in particular — when they order you 
to fetch tea and the like. Don't they 
have bearers to do all this — or is It 
ju^t spite and jealousy?” Nayeem 
^sked. Anyway, he has had enough 
and is now processing letters to be 
sent to the Prime Minister, the Pre¬ 
sident and the NSNIS director, to ap¬ 
prise them of the state of affairs at 
the institute. 


Most important, he will be return¬ 
ing his coaching diploma in protest, 
because he feels that international 
players are humiliated there. “When 
this could be done to us, what would 
be the fate of the lesser boys,” he 
said. “In fact, except for the allied 
subjects taught, everything at the 
NSNIS is substandard, whether it Is 
coaching, maintenance of grounds, 
equipment or food. I think tne Gov¬ 
ernment should throughly investigate 
the state of affairs there, otherwise 
the standard in every game will go 
down.” 


Rita Sen: 

Who pulled the reins ? 

t\JEST BENGAL'S BITA SEN, 
W who etnerged the fastest wo* 
man athlete by wianing tb, lOO 
metres- event in the reoently-ceaGlud* 
ed loter-State Athletic Champion¬ 
ships. has not been *Qduded in the 
18*member squad announced for the 
Pakistan National Games in Karachi 
this montb. Kerala’s P. T. Usha. 
second in nq same race has, how¬ 
ever, been in<duded in the team. 


Rita, wdio pulled a muscle duriod 
the 400 metres race, oould not parti¬ 
cipate In the 200 metres. Although 
Ae ^ iMUipg tp run the third race 
o^te lOiiqury. aome teachea dissuad¬ 
ed her. tt la uiulsrttood that Rita 


was assured by a senior official of the 
Amateur Athletic Federation of Tmtia 
(^FI) that her name would be in¬ 
cluded In the team for the Pakistan 
Games and there was no need for 
her to participate In the 200 metres. 


The non-inclusion of Rita has rais¬ 
ed a furore in athletics circles. “It is 
not fair to drop an athlete who has 
done so well,*' a senior athlete-coach 
said. It was a tearful ending for her 
after ste had clocked 12.1 sec on the 
crumbling day track in Hissar. The 
meet also showed that all is not well 
with the AAFl. Till the last moment 
It was not certain whether the team 
would be selected for the Pakistan 
Games or only the probables would 
be picked. As the AAFI secretary 
said. “We will select 35 athletes after 
the meet, while 15 more will be add- 
w from the Police Gaines at Pune.” 
He named Col. Darshan Singh as the 
ooMrver for the Police Games. But 
after the Hissar meet, a typed paper 
handed to the Pressmen, in 
whidi it was said: “The first are 
pucca’, while the last eight athletes 
are s^and-byes,” 


But Rita Sen’s name was missing 
It was reported that AICS coach 
Kamaijit Sandhu fought and argued 
w'th the selectors for her inclusion, 
but in vain. After she had beard 
about her non-inclusion, she was seen 
sobbing. ”1 oould have won the 200 
metres as well”, she moaned, while 
her husband was trying to console 
her. 


Rita seemed a victim of a calculat¬ 
ed move, though P. T. Usha, who had 
been selected in place of Rita, is full 
of promise and talent. Usha shattered 
three records in the under-16 section 
and was just a split second slower 
than Rita in the 100 metres. But Rita 
is mature and is in form. 

Rita does not seem to have the big 
world *ludc* with her. Last year, at 
the selection trials for the Asian 
Meet, she had clocked ll.B sec in her 
pet event—^the 100 metres dash. 
However, it was claimed, the start of 
the race was faulty. Coach Kamaijit 
Sandhu, who was the starter for the 
race, did not think fit to order the 
race to be-run, despite protests from 
some of Rita's fellow competitors. 
But the AAFl did not ratify the re¬ 
cord set by her. Better lude next 
time, Rita. 

Umpire Govinde ? 

G ranting that the Moscow 
O lympics will be held as sdie- 
duled, it is yet too early to say 
whether it will be another death 
through misadventure for the Indian 
hockey team there. But one thing is 
more or less cerUin. India vrfll miss 
the services of B. P. Govinda, who 
recently announced his retirement. 
Govinda who led India in the last 
Asian Games at Bangkok and tW an 
excellent job for Indian Airlines in 
the M^derabed Nationals Mat year 
wag surprising^ sacked by the 
Indian Hockey Federation, when the 



Govinda .—for lA only 


Indian team for the Perth interna¬ 
tional tournament was announced. 
He was not even considered for the 
trial. But the absence of this hard¬ 
hitting player was felt first at Perth 
and at Karachi where India received 
a drubbing on astro-turf. 

Why does (^vinda want to call it 
a day? Although Govinda himself ex* 
plains that it was with a view to 
making way for youngsters—both 
at the National and at international 
levels--one is inclined to think that 
that is not the whole truth. True, bis 
dreams—ever since he started play¬ 
ing hockey seriously during his school 
days—of representing India In the 
Aslan Games, the Olympics and the 
World Cun as well as captaining the 
Indian side has been fulfilled. He 
donned India rolnurs in three Asian 
Games, two Olympics and two World 
Cups. “What more could 1 ask for?” 
he seems to say. Still this forward— 
who does not ”worry where I have to 
play”— had something to give to 
Indian hockey. 

Govinda who was, honestly speak¬ 
ing, a discovery of Mohun Bagan 
A.C. of Calcutta burst to the nation¬ 
al scene during the 1970 international 
hockey tournament in Bombay and 
for about eight years he was a regu¬ 
lar member of he Indian hoctey 
team, besides the Bengal and I.A., 
teams It is as a coach of the tetter 
that he went to Cuttack (where he 
broke the news) for the recent Na* 
tional championship. Yes, last year be 
succeeded in getting a diploma in 
coaching from the NSNIS centre in 
Bangalore. His decision would not 
prevent him from helping the I.A. in 
some all-India tournaments, though. 
He could not refrain from the pfea- 
sure of playing the game as long as 
he was fit to play, he explained. And 
not quite conlent with his coadiisig 
assignment, he is also “seriously con¬ 
sidering the idea of takipg to uin* 
phing”. 
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SPORTSNEWS IN PICTURES 


C!LOCKS FASTEST TIME: Hanni 
Wenzel of Ltechtenstern is on the* 
|iont slalom course on Whiteface 
mountam on her v)€^ to clock the 
'astest time m the f^st run. She vjon 
he giant slalom event for ladies. 


FOURTH GOLD : Eric Heiden of Madtson, USA, speeding towards hia fonrlh gold medal by winning the ISOOm 
speed skating in a new Olymi^ record time in 1.55.44* at the recently held Winter Olympics at Lake Placid. 
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HOLD FOR £i4Sr GERMANY: Karin Enke of East Germany speeds towards a gold medal in the 500 m sprint on 
the Olympic rinK 

HOPES SHATTERED: Tai BabUonic, vnth the arm of her coach John Nicks on her shoulder, leaves the ice 
after her partner Randy Gardner (left), suffered a groin injury and fell during warm-up for Olympic pairs short 
programme. They had to withdraw from the compmtion. Behind them is the VS team coach Clatlre Ferguson, 
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News round-up. 


Laxmi Chand shines 

AGRA: Laxmi Chand is one of 
the up and-cominj; talents of Indian 
athletics. His treble at the Indo-Sri 
Ldnka Schools track and lield 
international here (Feb 15-17) 
re emphasised his class winch Was 
first nationally proclaimed in the 
School Games in Now Delhi last 
December. As at then, too, 

he had swept the gold medals in 
the 400, 800 and 1500 metres. 

Thi^ meet will be remembered as 
Ldxmi’s mod Captaining the Indian 
contingent, the IT-yoai old fiom 
Sports Hostel, Meerut, won the 
400 metres in 49 5 sec. the 800 m in 
1:55 8 sec and the 1500 in 4:10,0 sec 
and also had a hand in India’s 
victory in the 1600 metres relay, 

A comparison with his National 
School Games timings is interesting. 
Laxmi Chand's timings then were 
50.6, 1-54 6 and 4 3 6, respectively. 
While there is a significant 
improvement in the 400 m timing, 
it is not so in the remaining races 
Perhaps the strain of running two 
races within an hour or two each 
day was the reason. Or may be the 
Uttar Pradesh boy ran according 
to the competition he faced in each 
race. In the 400 metres, Laxmi 
was pushed hard by Delhi’s Atul 
Tikkoo, who clocked 49.8 sec. 

As Tarlok Singh, the Indian 
contingent’s coach, put it, ’’Laxmi 
Chand is an intelligent runner — 
not the type who run like mad every 
time they are on the track.” The 
School Games Federation of India 
had placed the team in Tarlok’s 
charge for training. They could not 
have chosen a more understanding 
person for the job. Tarlok had the 
experience for the assignment. He 
first took the National School’s team 
out in 1974 to the international 
schools* meet at Florence. 

Coach Tarlok Singh thinks Laxmi 
Chand has a ‘bright future’. Laxmi 
who has age on his side, has the 
potential to run the 800 in 1:50 
and even touch the records of the 
great Sriram Singh, whose best was 
1:45.7 in the Montreal Olympics, 
according tc Tarlok Smgh, “Laxmi is 
a fighter with a strong heart.” says 
Tarlok, adding “and what is more, 
he is a very modest boy, who does 
not allow success to go to his head.’* 

Another boy talked about highly 
was jumper Vikram Singh, also of 
Uttar Pradesh. Vikram won the 
broad jump with a leap of 6.67 
metres. However, he really should 
be doing better in the triple jump 
in which he came only third. But 
that was because he had injured his 
ankle. Vikram, who has won the triple 
lump with a leap of 14.25 metres at 
the National Schools’ Games, has the 
potential of 16 metres plus. He is a 
strong 17-year^ld with a good 


rerhniciue. He will be doing bettei 
as be gains in age. experience and 
strength. Sunder Singh of Haryana, 
who won the pole vault clearing 
3.65 metros and had a leap of 640 
metres in the broad jump, is another 
athlete of note. He comes from a 
school in Bhiwani which has for 
some time now specialised In pole 
vaulting. 

You could not miss the strong 
sprinting of the Gujarat boy, Mohan 
Baria, who won the 100 and 200 
metres in 110 see and 22.4 sec, 
respectively, on a clay track which 
did not meet with the approval ot 
many. But that was the best the 
hosts, the Uttar Piadesh State 
Education Department, could 
piovide. The track and eveiything 
else at the Agra Stadium had still to 
ret over from the damage done by 
election rallies there when jeeps and 
other vehicles were fieely used inside. 

The UP Education Department 
would have pieterred to stage the 
meet at Lucknow, but then foi 
school going louiists, Agra has a 
special educational significance. The 
Taj and other monuments there 
speak history. The Asian Schools 
Football Championship was also held 
at Agra a couple of years ago loi 
similar reasons The track and 
runways apart, the eagei hosts from 
the Education Department, 
headquartered at Lucknow, left 
nothing to complain. “The 
hospitality, kitting, etc., was of the 
highest class, beyond school 
standards, nobody can expect better,” 
said Tarlok Singh. 

Victoria Aoke, daughter of a 
Nigeiian diplomat in New Delhi, 
stole the show in the girls* division 
with victories in the 100 and 200 
metres in 12.3 secs, and 24.8 sjcs. 
Her 200 metres timing betters the 
national record (24.9) in the name 
ot Nam Radha, who later underwent 
a change of sex. Biit among our 
own Indian girls, Sandra Thomas 
was the best. The girl from Don 
Bosco, Madras, won the 100 metres 
hurdles in 15.0 secs and the broad 
jump in 5.24 metres. Some day she 
might try her hand at pentathlon. 

Everything was not as goody- 
goody as it appeared to be. There 
were questions, not in writing 
though, about the ages of a couple 
of athletes on both sides. But then 
what can one do when they have 
certificates to show. It is learnt that 
school sports authorities are now 
thinking ot holding medical 
examinations in cases of doubt in 
future. Which, of course, is the right 
thing to do. The cheating game 
must be discouraged. 

The Sri Lanka school athletes 
were not in the same class as ours. 
But the idea of schools track 
internationals deserves to be 
pursued more vigorously by our 
School Games Federation. A match 
with the Pakistani schools shouM 
provide better competition and 
evoke greater pubUc interest. 

A corrtifiondtnt 


IFA coaching : 

Another round 

CALCUTTA; That the IFA is not . 
interested in resting on their oars 
can be judged by the fact that 
the under-15s that were selected 
last year are still going through the 
training that has been chalked 
out for them. In addition, a fresh 
lot has been called for the next 
camp, which opened a few days 
ago. The boys who have come 
forward to attend the coaching 
have been divided into their 
respective positions. And from them 
several teams have been chosen, 

••arh team consisting of 15 players. 
Each player will got three 
occasions to show Ihoir skill and 
from them, the final 30 will be 
selected. There will be tuithei 
scicening and it will come down to 
20, Irom which the hiial team will 
be chosen to represent the 
State in the National Sub-Juiiioi 
Championship, which will bo h'^kl 
along with the Fedeiation Cup, 
which incidentally will be staged 
bv the IFA at the Eden Gardens, 
Calcutta 

A few addition and altci nation 
will bo made, but 30 boY'^ will 
continue the benehl ot It A 
coaching for another two years, 
that is, by the time they reach 19, 
and quality to play in the Juniors 
They will be coached by the 
veteran Sushil Bhattachaiya, 
who is also the chief selector and 
the over-all in-chaige of the camp 
He will be assisted in the selection 
by well known playois ot veslei- 
years, Pranab Gaiigiili Paiimal 
Dev and Sanjib Bose 

Educational and othei facilities 
will be provided foi these boys as 
long as they wished to lemain m 
the camp which, foi some could 
stretch to three years If these 
youngsters were earning membeis 
ot the family, measures would 
have to be taken to see tliat the 
in,come of the family did not fall. 

The budget of the entire piogramme 
would be quite high, but a 
conim-^rcia! firm has come forwaid 
to help the IFA. But, finance 
should not be a problem as this 
IS the most ambitious football 
coaching scheme in India, and the 
IFA should see that this programme 
continues. This outfit would 
participate in all major 
tournaments within the country 
and abroad and it is but expected 
that out of these players some 
will bring'laurels for the country 
in the future. 

That the IFA is thinking big is 
evident when one talks to the 
secretary Ashok Gbosh. “We are 
thinking of expanding the scheme. 
We want to anange academic 
facilities for the players. We’ll s 
organise schools for the boys, so 
that they will not have any 
difficulties regarding their 
academic life.” 

SARAJit OCB 




Crossword 


k 


I 


I Gfidman 


19 ehtitiuMiM a player from a tounuh 
meirt (or failure to meet certain 
standards (4) 

(Soliritons next week) 





ACROSS 


1 In motor sport, 'going —• means 
leaving the track during a race 
( 12 ) 

8 —K>d : a timed division of a match 


or game (4) 

9 — fire rifle competition In which 
each competitor Is reouired to fire 
10 rounds a minute (5) 

10 — and spoon race 1^ a slandaro 
event In school sports (3) 

11 In card games, undertaking—to 
score (7) 

13 It Is used to strike the ball In 
table tennis, etc. (3) 

14 Vehicles travelling together (7) 

15 The sport of wrestling (3) 

19 Secret group loined In intrigue 

(5) 

20 The middle portion of an oar 
from the handle to the blade (4) 

21 Crash-helmet (6-6) 

DOWN 


11 

12 


13 


A kind of heron (5) 

Taking great risks (6) 

To attempt to prevent an oppon¬ 
ent from playing effeedvely or 
from scoring In a team game (S) 
In fencing a counter-offensive 
action made on an opponent's 
attack (4-3) 

The Held of competitors betoee 
the start of a race (4) 

— seat: a racing-boat seat, 
moving with the swing of the 
rower's body (7) 

An efilclal prohibition (3) 

In chess, a warning that ohiy an 
adjustment is intended, not a 
move (7) 

A metal red to which discs of 
varying weights are attached at 
each end, used for weight-lifting 

SKereleae 


16 Parnma 


17 Mnaieur or proteaelonat ofganlsa- 
Rm 4 particular 

i« eoilaeflon of a phHa* 


Question box 


■■■■■BHHHBlAMSweis by Sucihir Vriidya 

Sudhanthu Chandra Boat, Calctitla. 

Q: What Is Lala Amarnath’s Test 
record ? 

A: Lala Amarnath has scored 878 
runs at 24.88 in 40 innings of 24 Tests 
for India. 118 Is his only century In 
Teste. As a bowler he has captured 45 
wickets conceding 32,91 runs per 
wicket. 

V. K. Gupta, Calcutta. 

Q: What are top-spinner, googly 
and yorker ? 

A: A top-spinner is the one which 
hurries straight through after pitching, 
a googly is an ofNbreak delivered 
with a leg-break action by a right*arm 
bowler, and a yorker is the one which 
pitches just In the blockhole, where 
the bat is placed on the ground In the 
batsman’s stance 

Ajay Khemka, RIshra. 

Q : Which country has played maxi- | 
mum Tests in a calendar year and 
when 7 

A: India has played a maximum of 
17 Tests (3 against West Indies in 
India, 4 against England, 6 against 
Australia and 4 against Pakistan) In 
the calendar year 1979. The last two 
days (January 2 and 3, 1979) of the 
Calcutta Test against West Indies also 
were a part of the year 1979. 

Ambrieh Kaushal, Panvel. 

Q: How many players have repre¬ 
sented India in Tests at the end of 
Indo-Australian series Who played 
most Tests ? 

A: India fielded 147 Test players 
in her 176 Tests and B. S. Bedi, has 
a proud record of representing llndia 
In 67 Tests. 

Anup De Sarkar, Calcutta. 

Q; What is Ghavri’s birth-date and 
father’s name ? 

A: Ghavri was born on February 26, 
19^ at Rajkot and his father's name 
is i^raj. 



H114I Kumor varma, Caloiilla. . 

Q: Has Qopaf Bose played a Test? 
If where end when ? 

ArIJIl. Afflitava Clurtlopadliyeye, 

Betenagar. 

Q: Who was the first Test victim 
of Bedi and how Bedi dismissed h'm ? 

A: When Bedi c^tured the wIcKet 
of Basil Butcher of West Indies In the 
2nd Test played at Calcutta In 1966-67, 
that was his first Test wicket. (Butcher 
c Mansur All Khan PataudI b Bed! ^). 


Quiz 
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QUESTIONS 
piLL IN THE BLANKS:— 

1. Mr. Jalpal Singh, M.P., who led 
the Indian hockey team to victory 
in the Amsterdam Olympics final 
died in — 

2. - and -, two of India’s 

famous spin quartet, were award* 
ed 'Padma Shri’ In the same year. 

3. In the 10th Merdeka Anniversary 
soccer tournament (1967) at Kuata 
Lumpur the Indian team led by 
— finished — In the table, 
the total number of participants 
being 11. 

4. The first Asian' softball ohamplon* 

ship was held at - In — 

5. In the A.I F.F. decided to In¬ 
crease the duration of play In ah 
recognised tournaments from 
minutes to 90 minutes. 

6. The Bombay Cup is awarded to 
the winners of the National —- 
championship (boys'). 

7 In — —— became the first-ever 
Indian to enter the semi-finals of 
the Wimbledon championship. 

8. In the Pre-Olympics hockey 
tournament at London in 1%7. 

India finished-trafllng behind 

—, champions and- 

9. The National Institute of Sports, 
since renamed after Netaji Subhas, 
was set up at Patiala In -'i— 

10. was the first president of 
Aslan Hockey Federation. 

(* year) 
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Bridge 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I Bor « Schao ro 

South found himself faced with a night 
mare decision on this week s hand 
Doubled and vulnerable he could play 
relatively safely so that he would either 
make his contract or fail by only one 
trick while an alternative play ri ks 
going six off although offering a better 
chance of success 

4 84 ? 

^ Ab^ 

0954 
»652 


$ 


0 1062 
K J 109 J 
A 1087 
none 



4 A K J 7 5 
<5? 0876 
0 n )ne 
4 J94J 


0 K J 632 
4 A K 0 1087 

South dealt at game all and this was the 
bidding 


WEST 

dbic 

db'f 


NORIH 

pis*; 

50 

pass 


EAST 

4 0 
pass 


SOUTH 

i! 

pass 

As far as East Wt st were concerned the 
hand is an excellent example of the vir 
tues of bidd ng one more tor the road 
n highly compet tive s tuitions As the 
cards lie six hearts is a make -ind six 
spades fails unlurkily^ only if the de 
fenders find their heart ruff However 
West felt that he was on firm ground with 
his double 

Against five diamonds West led 4 ^ to 
his partners King and declarer ruffed 
the spade continuation Ttie Jack of 
diamonds was allowed to hold and so 
was a trump to dummy s 9 At this point 
South had a safety play of sorts available 
If he playtd a top club and all followed 
he could revert to trumps and r laim If 
West ruffed the club howevei South 
would be in complete control and would 
lose only one more trick there would be 
time tor the marked club fnesse 
However South went tor the big money 
He led a diamond to the King and Ace 
won the heart switch m dummy and drew 
the last trump Then he finessed 4^0 
and had the rest of the tricks Why did 
South decide to play for 4 0 clubs? 
There were several clues First West 
seemed to have only about ten high card 
points-thin for a vulnerable double- 
and should have good distribution to 


compensate Secondly his fead of 4 2 
suggested a four card suit and he was 
known to hoJd four diamonds What is 
more he had volunteered a bid of two 
hearts wiiten he could have passed-^this 
was likefy to be based on a five card suit 
For the record, the result at the other table 
was the same There West had made a 
system bid promising nine cards in the 
majors so after he had shown up with 
four diamonds the club finesse was 
marked No swingl 

Last week s quiz In the middle of a hand 
declarer asks if his contract has been 
doubled and if so by whom He is 
entitled to know what his contract is and 
whether he has been doubled but he 
may not be told who doubled 

This week s quiz At love all South holds 
40<s?AK740J10 34A 10 74? 
Noith opens one diamond and South 
responds two clubs North bids two 
spades what should South call now? 


Chess 


ciaikr) 

When asked how many moves ahead he 
saw Reti usually replied as a rul% not a 
single one He meant that as a strate 
gist he retied almost solely on his post 
tional judgment and only calculated in 
advance when he was forced to He was 
also thinking of the sheer complexity of 
chess which is such that even with all 
the time one has in correspondence play 
one cannot In practice foresee all the 
opponent s replies i succeeded in win 
ning the British Championship this year 
(scoring 0/10 ahead of title holder J K 
Pootner with 7 P R Markland D Ebbett 
and J A Sutton with 5i etc ) but I found 
myself being surprised in game after 
game fortunately by poor moves more 
often than good ones Here is an example 
Black walks into an ambush in a position 
which he must have thought was quite 
safe 

Wh te P«t*r Clark*, Black Anthony Sution. 

Ouoen s Gambit Declined Tarrasch Oeti.nce 
<Br t sh Correspondence Championsh p 1976 
77) 

1 iM. KtM. 2 €4, *6 

3 Ktc3, cS; 4 Ktn, e x d 

5 Kt X d4, di; • #3, Ktei 

7 exd. axd. • Ba3, Bd« 

9 4-0,0-0 

According to the books White cannot claim to 
have any advantage here Black's isolated QP 
Is balanced by his more aggressive piece 


11 Ii 9.«0 
IS OcXOdt 
If 


placing 

10 Km.iioii 
It BM, B«Tt 
14 lUdl. KtOl; 

10 RM ... 

This Is a criticar moment - the real start of the 
mlddlegame Ttie next two moves on each side 
ware It seems, completely unexpected 

10 ...QoO 

Black wanted to remove his Queen from the Ime 
of the Rook at d1 

17 QMI . . * 

My opponent considered this to be an Innocu 
ous retreat carrying only the positional threat 
of 18 Kta4 followed by Bd4 He stopped that 

17 ...bl? 10 KtxdSII... 

White unleashes a thunderbolt - out of the 
blue he gets a winning attack 

18 ... Kt X dS: 10 Kta8. Raf 

to Qxh7+, Kft; tl Ktxef+,f xeO 

2t Oht+. Ke7; t3 Q x fl7+, Ktfl 

24 BhB. Rfi: a #4, KtM 

I had expected 25 Ktb4 but even that could 
not have saved Black 

aaxf4.e8; 27Bxf7, RxH 

a Rd7, Realgna 

Compelltlon 0340. Solution next week 


Black 


I ii mtM 

msWWm IS ! 

n ■ n 

■ Ml 4k BM ir“ 

BBI gla IK 

■ ■ ■SB 


White 
While to play and win 

Solution t o 0 347 (Botvlnnlk-Yudovlch, 
Lofilngrad, 1033). <r1 b2r2/1 pi nql bk/1 npl pi pp 
/ p7/3PN2N/1P2B3/2Q1BPPP/2RR2K1- 
Whlte to play ) Botvinnik concluded the game 
forcefully by 22 Kt x gb K x g6 23 ShB-t- and 
Black resigned 23 K x h5is met by 24 Kto3+ 
followed by 28 Oe4 f while 23 Kh7 permits a 
deadly double check 
Problem No 1010. Solution next v<pek 
K. LIvehHa fShsAO/adef 1960) 
(•/b48t/4p1r1/OtB4/3k4/0Rr/aiK3p1/t-0 
vtfhlto men; • blaek.) 

White to play and mate in two moves 
Solution to No 1000 (Kies). (O/bBIBIat/rlpI/ 
1ppl0PpK/1P2k1Sl/3R3P/IP|p1ORiy3bn- 
mato In two.) 1 0 x c5 (zugzwang) (a) 1 
Rb6 2 Od4 (b) 1 Bb6 2 O X c6 (c) 1 
Re2 2 SfO (d) 1 Be2 2 Ro3 The key has 
completely changed the Grimshaw mates 
provided for these four defences in the set 
position 


























A gentle reminder that over the years 
we^e given the Indian team 0 captains. 

And 24 players. 

Over the years, the Indian team has depended 
heavily on. Ihe talents of the State Bank. 

Today, tor instance, three iA its key players are 

State Bankers: Gundappa Vishwanato, WV 

SyedldnnaniandRocrerBinny. AUof them 
carrying the State Bank's proud cricketing 

traditions into an exciting new toture... _ . - 

liAiCv COUfMB (SCNNMT 
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Fast-acting Glokeen-D is an invigorating energy 
suppiement for everyone. It Fights fatigue and provides 
more stamina. Glokeen-D contains all the goodness of 
glucose, fortified with calcium, phosphates and vitamin D 
. .to keep you in peak fitness all the time. 

Make Glokeen-D a^daily habit. 
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GLOKEEN-D 

—glowing Glucose energy. 
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Indian 

m m 

The last 
decade 

I N THE PAST DECADE. 

India achieved its hiah- 
cst-evei glory m Tei>t cri¬ 
cket. Altogether, it won IB 
Tests and lost 10. It had its 
momenta of glory at its 
peak when India won thiee 
ronsccutivc series led by 
Ajit Wadekar. Indian cii- 
cket "went to the dogs", 
when it was thrashed 3W) by 
England in 1974. India again 
came back to termi, wKh 
itself when it levelled 
ofter being down 0-2 in the 
scries agelxist West Indies 
Although India loM ibo sc¬ 
ries, it got back some of its 
lost prestige. In 1976 again. 
India created history m Port 
of-Spein with a historic 
win, by scoring 'iver 400 in 
the last innings. In the pc- 
riod between 1976 and 3979, 
India after beating the Ki¬ 
wis, lost three consecutive 
series. England drubbed us 
3-1, Australia got past us 
by a margin of 3-2 and Pa¬ 
kistan beat us 2-0. The 
advent of Sunil Gavaskar 
as a captain saw us .scrape 
through against an inexpe¬ 
rienced West Indies 1-0. Al¬ 
though India fared verv 
badly In the World Cup, it 
repeated Its Port-of-Spain 
performance at the Ovat 
and lust failed bv nine runs. 
Beck again at home, India 
saw victories against the 
Aussles and the Pakistanis. 
This era saw the exit of the 
great spinners and produced 
some superstars like Gavas¬ 
kar, Kapil Dev etc This de¬ 
cade completelv belonged to 
Sunil Gavaskar who created 
manv records and scored 
5,647 runs including 23 cen¬ 
turies. All said and done, 
the Indian rrirketing era 
between 1970 and 1980 be- 
lonared to this superman of 
Indian cricket. 

R. ARvrm, 

Bangalore, 

IN THE PAST DECADE 
India played 15 Test aeries 


lUi reglly wi not won the 


series againgt any full* k 
strength team. In a few 
Tests India escaped 
feat with the help of rain. 
Unfortunately, in this de¬ 
cade, all the teams faced 
India without their leading 
players. 

In 1971, India visited West 
Indies and for the first time 
won a Test senes against 
the Windies (1-0). West 
Indies suffered bv the retire* 
ments just before the series, 
of their leading players like 
Hunt Bveno, Butcher Nurse 
I and fast bowlers Griffith and 
Hall In that series, West 
IndiOsS did not have any fast 
bowler, and played with 
medium pacers like Boyce, 
Holder, Shilhngford etc. 
Also, rain saved India in 
two Tests. 

In 1971 India plgyed 

against a strong England 
team in Fnglad and won 
the series 1-0 But in the 
remaining two Tests, India 
was narrowly saved by rain. 

In the home sf»rie,9 ogalnst 
England In 1972-73, India 

I again won the series 2-1 
I Bu< England played with 
I ttv second team without 

I BovfOtt, Edrkh jnd I.uck- 
hurvt. all rounder*? Tiling- 
worth and D’Oliveira, and 
fast bowlers Snow and Pe¬ 
ter Lever. 

In 1974 India played 

avainst a full strength Eng¬ 
land team in England and 
lost the .sprie«i 0-3" In this 
series India suffered by two 
innings defeats and were 
once out for onlv 42. India's 
1 lowest Test total. 

1 In the home against 
I Llovd’s We.st Indies team 
India lost 2 3. India played 
well in the two Tests it 
won but the credit belonged 
to our iy>inners only. 

In 1975-76 India toured 
New Zealand and levelled 
the series M. India was 
all out fn double figures in 
the final Test, 

In 1976. India played 
West Indies in West Indi^ 
and lost the senes 1-2. In 
this series India faced a 
strong team and plAd 
very well In one Test li|ia 
achieved an hiJitoric wtd t>y 
scoring 400-odd runs in the 
fourth innings. In the flngf 
Test, the Indion batsmm 
were injured, thanks to Hop' 
ding's T>ounccrs and Intita' 
lost the Test as wel as the 
series. 

In 1976 India played with 
Zealand at home and 




won the series 2-0. 

Zealand .plajred without 
Congdon. Hastings, D Had- 
lee and Howarth. And New 
Zealand suffered by some 
bad umpiring decisions. In 
all the three Teste, the New 
Zealand skipper Turner lost 

**'fn^*1976-77 Endia faced 
Tony Greig’s strong Eng¬ 
land team and lost the se 
res 1*3. in this series India, 
be&ten in th® first three 
TesU, fought back in the last 
two by winning one and 
drawing another. 

In 1977 all the teams ex- 
ccpt India had a difficulty 
because their Cricket Boards 
banned their leading play 
ers who had lolned Packer’s 
World Srries Cricket. 

Ttt 1977-78 India toured 
Australia and plav^d against 
the Australian cecond team 
and lost the series 2-3 in 
the Aii.ssies team there 
were no Chapn''lls l.dle^ 
and Thomson and Mai^h 

Trt 1978 India toured Pa 
kistan aft^r a lap^ of 19 
years and lost the sene« 
6-2 The Indian bowlers utter¬ 
ly failed. The hinhe^ nu^Vr 
of wicket** was cantur^d hv 
Chandrasekhar, who took 
only ei<»ht wickets in all the 
three Tests. 


In 1978-79 India played 
against the West Indies se¬ 
cond team and won the 
series 1-0. In the West 
Indies team the only expe¬ 
rienced players weic Kalli- 
charran and vice-captain 
Holder. But the West Indies 
managed to drow the other 
five Tests. ^ , 

In 1979 India pailicipated | 
in the Prudential World Cup 
tournament and was defea¬ 
ted in all the three group 
matches, including that 
against the weakest Sri 

Lanka learn. 

In tho same lour India 
faced the sound England 
team and was detoaled 0-1. 
In the final Test. India 
played well in a thrilling 

drawn Test. At the fag end 
of the match, India needed 
only eight runs lo win, 
and England, only two 
tailenders' wickets. India 
made 400-odd runs m the 
fourth innings for the third 
lime in this decade. In the 
same series, India were 
once again all out in double 
figures. , , 

Jn 1979, India played 

with Australia’s second team 
in India and won the series 
2-0. Once again in the Aus¬ 
sie team there were no 
I Chappells, Lillee, Thompson 


tHatigo 

r'^ 


dots not just clean your 
skin-it has antibacterial and 
antifungal properties too. 





„ \ 

l),gger Size jl 
^ It and a smart 11 

NIargo Soap mad© with y. pevv IJ 
nature's valiiable gift Nfem ^^wrapper 

Oil' IS the only toiiet soap _ 

with full herbal and niediLi 

nal properties Margo Soap not only cleans. 

It keeps the skin healiny Maigo Soap for all 
seasons, all ages 




made ftom pure Naem 
Seed Od A fay our it a 
since 1920 


A product of Calcutta Chemical. 


and Marsh. But the Australten } 
captain Hughes and Border 
played well Unfortunately, o 

of th^ two leading Austra- J! 

lian fast bowlers, Hurst re* t 

turned to Australia with a r 

back injury, and Hogg sufFe- P 

red from a no-ball jproblem. c 

The third Australian fast i 

bowler. Dymock. took the i 

highest number of wickets. ^ 

In the 1979-80 series India a 

played well against a full- 
strength Pakistan, and won 
the series 2-0. Pakistan, who 
toured without two of their 
star alLrounders. Mushtaq 
and Sarfraz Nawaz, missed 
Imran Khan in three Tests. 
The Indian taiienders twice 
saved India from the igno¬ 
miny of ^ing all out in 
double figures. 

Umortunately, on some 
occasions^ the opposing 
teams played with India un¬ 
der new captains. In 1972- 
73 England skipper Lewis 
made his debut both as a 
captain and as a player. In 
1974-75 Lloyd, in 1976 Tur¬ 
ner and in 1979-80 Asif Iq- 
bal, made their debuts as 
captains. In 1976 Greig, with 
three Tests, in 1976 79 
Kallicharran with three 
Tests and in 1979 Hughes 
with one-Test experience, 
played against India. 

G. PHILIPS KISHORE 
KUMAR, 
Hyderabad, 

THE MENTAL AND PHY- 
sical strain of playing 26 
Tests in 17 months (October, 
1978—February, 1980) final¬ 
ly caught up with our 
team in the Golden Jubilee 
Test at Bombay. Admitted, 

It was a one-man show by 
Botham: but seeing the way 
wickets were tossed away 
on the hrst day one could 
not help feeling that our 
team was not concenii ating 
enough Not only did the 
iiicketers have enough, but 
wc also saw the laie sight 
of a Test being played in 
India before a half-lull sta¬ 
dium. 

We can look back on the 
just-ended season wdb satis¬ 
faction. Of the 26 Tests, we 
won five while losing four 
and coming close to winning 
three. A cornimndable per 
formance indeed! We re 
gained rubbers against West 
Indies, Australia and, mure 
importantly, dgain^l Pakis 
tan. Our team can now re¬ 
lax and enjoy a weildesci 
ved holiday. Let them get 
some time to build up their 
mental and physical resour¬ 
ces for the Australian tour. 
The loss we suffered was 
that of our spin quartet. The 
gains of the season were 
Kapil Patil, Bintiy, Doshi, 


Yashpal and Yadav. Add 
the experience arid maturity 
of Gavaskar, Vishy, Vengsar* 
kar, C^auhan, Kirmani and^ 
Ghavri, together with the ad¬ 
mirable team spirit and disci¬ 
pline—and we get a superb, 
compact, fighting unit, capa* 
ble of giving any team a 
run for their money. We 
wish our team many more 
successful seasons ahead 
VIJAY S. CHORGHAlDB, 
S. D. MOHRfH, 
Pung. 

WELL, THE CURTAIN 
has finally come down on an 
interesting and busy Indian 
Test season. 

Looking at it in retrospect 
1 think there is one man 
(apart from Ghavri of cour¬ 
se) whose praises, if not 
wholly unsung, have been 
only partly sung. Sixteen- 
Test-old Yashpal Sharma 
certainly deserves more 
than he has received. He 
justified his temperament 
when he fought his way 
into the Indian team with 
that brilliant lOO-run part¬ 
nership with Gavaskar at 
l^eds and remember, he 
came in with India at 19 
for 3. 


Since then he has ade¬ 
quately manned the No. 4 
position He has had plenty 
of good sco/e.s but they 
have never merited more 
than a woid or two He has 
time and again held the 
Indian batting together 
when the top batsmen have 
gone cheaply His match¬ 
saving (almost winning) 
60 against Pakistan was 
miles belter than Vengsar- 
kar’s 46 at Delhi. Hts 62 at 
Calcutta and 40'Odd at Mad¬ 
ras came at crucial junctu¬ 
res but again it was Patil 
at Calcutta and Kapil and 
Gavaskar at Madras who«, 
hogged the glory Undou¬ 
btedly they de.served it, but 
surelv Yashpal should have 
got more. 

It is alwavs the good bats¬ 
man Vengsarkar or Patil or 
Binnv—never Yashpal. Veng- 
sarkar is not a patch on fiim* 

And don’t forget Yash.*s 
fielding His fielding m tho 
out held IS ivp*cai of the mail 
—last, sale and accurate. 
Ht'ie, finally, is a successor 
to Bi ijesh Patel in the covers* 

I fast running between 

ihe Wickets is an added adv- 
< antage and a pleasure to 
watch. His cricket might be 
unobtrusive but there Is fiO 
doubt about its brilliance. He** 
certainly deserves more men¬ 
tion. Give credit where It Is 

BULBVL GVPTA, 
Boiwro Steel Cltlt. 
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iSSlw tA 
(U tbs ’Cac(«' 
ln «t9 not 
tnitb bill 
« lot a( d«m> 
liOor «N0d«- 

w« «*»’ 

I to ^ sujuie*- 

Mr DtpU 

__t# 0 loading flgure 

io W««t Bongal 
fntiitoa, a* evc^ his 
toi^raoootlng tt» »ate io 
|bo iMowi'r event (wben 
M W|U « innlor jdayer), 
M vis neither contrlbut’ 
«di itnytlilnji towerde the 
MtlgMta of badminton in 
Wen Bengal nor has he 
ever belpod badminton or 
tbio aModation in any 
way. However, being u 
ton of the aoU be has al 
waya received a very 
soec<al respoct and atten 
tion from out aieociatton 
Imiuodiatcly after he le 
turned from a coactuna 
aMtignmcnt in Iran this a«- 
todatlon requested and 
invited him for coaching 
tb« State [Hayers as tvoU 
aa to on a state Selectoi, 
Bnt unfmrtunauly he 
navar obliged us Even 
Mat year w« roost humbly 
' It requested and in* 
in be the con- 

onr OMCblng 
anbNnoRimbtne and a 
ittctmtff of our seleotion 
ahtetfon^lttea but w« 
yfm not obliged. 

Hb^sMln of being refns* 
y on various 
association 



forest, staosrest apologies 
for not b^g abio to 
comply with apy of your 
requests.*' Yett wp agaih 
requestod hra. 

Quite a few days beftire 
the oumgsoai ^ e m of 
the IflSeniMlaital tounta* 
meat we wM a guest 
can inviting nim to tbe 
tOttmoroent which was 
duht received w Mr 
Oboah in the presence of 
a snorts Iramallst. In 
addition to the ^eat card 
eotne more cards were 
given to him in complian* 
ce with his request dur* 
ing the tournament. 

Mr Ghosh did, in fact, 
purchased some soaaon tic¬ 
kets for his family and 
fdettds. But a fortnight 
after the conclusion ol 
^e tournament be retur 
ned two seaswi tickets 
(ummiii) att4 fts W5 a in 
casn to tl>e HOny, Treaju- 
rer of ib«e A«»odatlon 
agalaat lU 200/- which 
was from Mr (Shosh 
(for tha season tickets he 
took the Honv* 

tfeasyr6f7> 4o tiol 
know hew tpoie tom tic¬ 
kets be taken hack 



Wives and sons 

11^ WERE SHOCKED TO 
tf hear of Rohan Gavas¬ 
kar’s encroachment on to the 
held during the Calcutta 
Test* Does Sunil Gavaskar 
appear to be harbouring the 
impression that conventions 
along with records are meant 
to be broken? It reminds us 
of the incident when Saif 
Pataudi accidentally strayed 
near the boundary line dur¬ 
ing a Banji match and was 

promptly reprimanded by his 

father That is the difference 
between those who care for 
tbe game and those who 
think they care for the game. 

PADMA SIVA, 
SUNITA SHROFF, 
UMA SIVA, 
Bombay. 

rr WAS SHCxaaNG (or 
rather disgusting) to hear 
that Rohan Gavaskar had 
accompanied Pakistan’s 12th 
man. Mohsin Khan at the 
drinks interval on the third 
morning of the sixth Test, 
and Mr Chinnaswamy right 
Iv said that this was unbe¬ 
coming After all, it was 
a Test match 
One must blame Sunil and 
more so the Press itself 
Since Rohan was born, the 
Press has been giving publi¬ 


city throughout. One weekly 
gave a blow-up of Sunil 
with Rohan while anotlier 
gave a poster of Suunil and 
Rohan Then again, we saw 
Kapil going out with Rohan 
after the victory at Bombay 
and now Mohsin going out 
provided the last straw. 

P. K. SVBRAMANIAM, 
Bombay. 

INTERESTINGLY. NOWA- 
days one can find inside tbe 
Players’ Box during a Test 
match a few females, sup¬ 
posedly the wives of senior 
players. These women, who 
definitely have no business 
to be ther^ do put up quite 
a show. They pose and be¬ 
have as if they are also part 
of the team, and one within 
an earshot of tbe Player's 
Box can frequently hear the 
authoritative instructions 
they pass on to the junior 
players as well as to their 
husbands, maybe for a cup of 
coffee or to bat sensibly at 
the middle. 

Of course, a few news¬ 
papers are also to be blam¬ 
ed^ they have made these 
females cricket journalists 
not knowing the damage 
they are causing to the game. 
Gold help them 
PRIYA DARSIIINEE G VHA, 
Calcutta. 
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SPEEDS THE THING 

Bavaria ; Roller-skating fever has claimed its first victim 
m the polUicai circles of the Federal Republic of Germany 
Juian Gyger, FDP Press spokesman in the Bavarian State 
Parliament roller Skates in the corridors, from one meeting 
to the next. 

NOT PER-MITTED 

England : A local soccer team have been warned 
“You won t be permitted to play if your hair’s permed ’ 
Mick Jones the new manager of Mansfield Town, thinks 
the currently fashionable curly top style detracts from the 
manly image and inhibits fugged play 

WHO DUN(G) IT? 

India: A British climbing expedition back from the 
Himalayas claimed to have seen the elusive Yeti s foot¬ 
prints and heard its scream Unlike similar claims in the 
past however, they collected a sample of its dunK^ for 
analysis < 

SOME PSYCOWLOGY- 

U, S.A. : When she’s in the moo-ed, Elsie the cow’s 
talent sets her apart from the herd Now this national milk 
celebrity of America takes to the road for 1980 XIII U S 
Olympic Winter Games at Lake Placid She will of course 
travel in her luxurious cowdilac with two young herdsmen 
from Ohio to care for her creature comforts The organisers 
expect their psycowlogy will help bring home the beef in 
the form of public contribution to support the home team 

HE DEFECTS TO SPORTS 

India : Mr M R Krishna is a former Central Minister 
associated with several sports bodies including the All-India 
Councif of Sports whose first love Is politics Nevertheless 
he attended a month-long training course Irv sports adminis¬ 
tration in West Germany “I m fed up with politics' said 
Mr Krishna who defected to sports “at least In sports 
there’s no defection I' 

B TELLIS 
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WINTER OLYMPICS 

Heiden 
Spitz of 
L^Icg 
Placid 

GEORGE K. GEORGE 

Photoqraphs by AF^ 

A LL’S WELL THAT ENDS WIH.L. 

Perhaps never before in the 
sports world had the maxjin applied 
with a greater forcti Miao il did with 
the I3th Winter Olympic Games at 
Lake Placid. Initially it appeared Uiat 
the I3th Games would realiy be un¬ 
lucky. The shadows ol mischance 
were already there. TSA’s threat of 
boycotting the 22nd Summer Olym¬ 
pic Games at Moscow came at a bme 




wail 
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Eric Heiden (USA) spe>eds towards his fifth gold iMdal m the 
merte speed skating event, in which he finished With a new world record 
time of 14‘28-I3 

Imiemar Stenmark speeds down the slalom Kn^^^tch id^se- 

lain »n his second run of the slalom event on hts way to catch hw se 

cond Olvmmc aold 




when it was itself holding the Winter 
Games. A Soviet retaliation, there- 
tore, could not be ruled out though 
USA's actual announcement of the 
boycott came only on February 20. 

But somehow that did not happen 
and eventually Soviet Union comoe^ 
ted and topped the list of medal 
winners (10 g, 6 s, 6 b) just edging 
out GDR (9 g, 7 s, 7 b), the hosts 
coming third with just 12 medals in¬ 
cluding six golds. 

Lake Placid, a small town In Upper 
New York State with a 2,731 popula¬ 
tion, was hosting .the Games after a 
lapse of 48 years. It was the venue 
of the third Wiater Games In 1932 
in wh'ch 330 athletes gathered from 
37 nations. Th expenses jumped up 
from 1.1 million in 1932 to dollars 
150 million in 1980. A 3000-m"mb*r 
Press corps took the events to the 
homes all over the world. 

The Winter Olympics event should 
be broadly divided Into three gener¬ 
al catagorles: skating, skiing and sle- 
ding. Skating demands physical and 
artistic skills. Some skating items 
are more of art than sports. In skiing 
and sleding, the emphasis is on sta¬ 
mina and athletic skills. 

The USA, the USSR and Sweden 
took the medals in ice hockey. The 
defeat of the USSR at the hands of 
the USA was the biggest upset be¬ 
cause the Russians had won the hoc¬ 
key event in all but one Olympics in 
the past and were strong favourites. 

But disappointment awaiied the 
Amcncdos in hgure skating. The 
witharawdi of i'aj and Kandi was 
t olio wed by the loss of the singles 
title that the American women had 
held for years. Nineteen-ycar-old 
Linda Fratianne was expected to 
succeed Dorothy Hamill aud Peggy 
ficxnmiug. But. in spite of a brilliant 
performance. Linda was placed 
second. But Annet Poetzch of East 
Germany was awar^^ed the gold. Evi¬ 
dently. there was too much pressure 
on Linda from the American news 
media. Probably she was one of the 
victims of media pressure at Lake 
Plaad. Even before the event comm¬ 
enced. there were strong rumours 
that the judges may not crown anr 
other American as the “Queen*' of 
figureskaiing this year. The contro¬ 
versy is likely to .continue for a 
while. 

In speed skating, it was Eric Heid¬ 
en all the way. The 21-year^ld pre¬ 
medical student swept all the five 
gold medals in the mens’ events. 
Wearing a golden suit, this powep 
fully built young man steered his 
legs and swung his arms with perfeo 
tion to claim 500, 1,000. 1,500, 5,000 
and 10,000 metre races and became 
the first athlete in history to .capture 
five golds in a Winter Olvmp.cs. The 
only other comparable achievement 
in modern Olympics is the seven-gold- 
medal record bv American wimn^r 
Mark Spitz at Munich. Htiden djd 
I even better: be won all the medals in 

the categGoy. It was Ukc a. 





metre sorints, in addition to the 
iniddle-distanGC and the mile races. 

In the 5,000 he had stiff resistance 
from the world record holder, Kui 
Arne AtcnshJ^mcnt of Norway, 
whom he had already beaten to the 
second place in the 1,500 meters. Bui 
his best was reserved for the end on 
the penultimate day. he improved 
the Olympic record bv 22.46 seconds 
and the world record bv 6.2 seconds 
in the 10.000 meters (6.2 miles). 

But in the women’s events, line’s 
.sisler Beth, the b.^Mest vietini of me 


dill publicity faltered. Thov huilt 
her up as another Eric, capable of 
winning four gold medals in the 
women’s events. First of all, she did 
not have as much talent as her 
brother. Secondly, the pressure of 
publicitv overwhelmed her and she 
broke down to confess it with tears. 
She finished seventh in 500 and 1500 
metres, filth in the 1,000 and a third 
111 the 3,000 metres. On the other- 
hand, American’s Leah Muller, won 
.silver in tfie 500 and l.OOO metres. 

in ice dancing Russia’^ Natalya 
Liuichuch and Gennadi Karponosov^ 
danced their way to the goio Ocuu ., 


the stylish lluug.r.aii pair Kriszlina 
Keguzzy and A..dras Sahay, 

The Alpine skiing produced two 
glorious ciiampiOii.>, wnose out-stand- 
iug acnievenienls were ouismnea by 
the O.S. hockv.y team and hue iiei- 
aen. ilanoi Weazd Irum the tiny 
Gcrmuu-spwaki.ig Ci^untry of Lii,cn- 
tenstein, became the queen winniug 
two golus and a siiver. Ingcmar SteOr 
mark of Sweden scored an .impres¬ 
sive double in the men’s slalom. 
Wenzel, who has been piagUwd by in¬ 
juries tor years, won gold in slalom 
and giant slalom with ease. She led 
all through the competitions. Earner 
she had captured a silver in down- 
bill skiing, which was not her special¬ 
ly. She was second only to, Anncma- 
rle Proell Moser of Austria, who is 
coosiuered as the best Alpine skiier 
of history, who bad never won an 
Olympic gold in her life in spite of 
SIX world cup titles, 62 world cup 
victories and nine Olympic or world 
cup medals. 

Another impressive and promising 
winner was 19 year old Christa Kin- 
shofer of West Germany, who secur¬ 
es a silver in slalom. 

ingemar Stenmark, who has been 
dominating the slalom since 1978 cap¬ 
tured a double in slalom and giant 
slalom. After the first round in sla¬ 
lom, he was placed only third, but as 
expected he forged ahead in the final 
round to win by a very comfortable 
margin. 

Ill Nordic Sking Sweeden claimed 
the 15 km gold and the Soviets won 
tb:‘ 30 kin and the 4X10 km relay in 
the men’s events. Three of the five sil¬ 
ver medals went to Finland. The East 
German women secured gold in the 
10 km and 4X10 km relay and the 
Russians the 5 km race. Hilka Riihi- 
viiori of Finland scored u remarkable 
personal triumph by winning silver in 
both individual races. In ski iump- 
ing Anton Innauer of Austria captur¬ 
ed niaav hearts by winning both the 
70 and 90 metre events. Incidentally, 
the only medal won by an Asian in 
the Lake Placid Gaines was in this 
event: Japan’s Hirokazu Yagi was 
placed second. 

Ill the combined event which com¬ 
prises a 15 nietcr race and two 70- 
nieter iumps. East Germany claimed 
the gold and bronze. The Russians 
won the 20-km race and the 4x 7.5 
km relay in biathlon. Frank Ullrich 
of East Germany won the gold in 10 
km. Most of the silver and bronze 
medals were also shared by Russia 
and East Germany. 

East Germany won the men’s even¬ 
ts and Russia claimed the women’s 
events in sleigh racing. East Ger¬ 
many along with Switzerland swept 
the medals in bobsleighing too. 

Oil February, 14, as the Olympic 
flag was being lowered at Lake Pla¬ 
cid there was more anxiety than 
hope. Will the next Winter Olympics 
at Sarajevo be like this, with all the 
members participating ? Politics is 
definitely taking it.s toll on the Ol.vni- 
pio movement. 






GURBUX SINGH 

Pix : Nikhil Bhattacharya 

S ITTING THROUGH THE 44Til 
Nationals, one naginj/ fear wb.n 
confirmed—that there was no im- 
‘provemenl in the standard of 
hockey in the country, Tn fati, 
there was very little to enthu. 
over, with not many playeis po- 
forming well. It Is not that 1 did 
not And any quahtj^ but i,i was n ^t 
there in the quantity that couid 
make one think of the future with 
optimism. We do have some youm: 
players who can be groomed into 
fine players but they are so few 
that if all of them are not picked 
at the right time^ our team will 
become lop-sided 

The only sour note in the cham¬ 
pionship was the umpiimg It was 
one of the worst Nationals from the 
umpiring point of view, Things 
came to a head in the semi-tin a Is 
wdien two teams—which ultimutr’y 
entered the finals—refused to play 
under two international umpires. 
What a shameful affair. If wo have 


to improve our hockey, we have to 
improve our umpiring and our in¬ 
let pi ctation of the rules must be 
made up to date- Umpteen number 
of times penalty corners were not 
awarded for Intentional breaches 
of rules in the 23 yards by the 
i defenders. What are our umpires 
1 afraid of? Some of them pointed 
I out that the players do not know 
; the rulc.s. For me, if players do 
I not know the rules they shou’d 
I suffer for it, but rules cannot be 
! changed because the players are not 
I familiar with them. Our teams 
I suffer when they play under Euro- 
1 pean umpires. With improvement 
I in umpiring and grooming of 
players, I think we can look ahead 
to the 1982 Asian Games and the 
1984 Oiympirs with some hope. If 
we can w'ui at Moscow', there will 
br nubody happier than me, but we 
should plan for the future and look 
ah(‘ad for three or four years, ins¬ 
tead of thinking only about the next, 
louinament and trying to win it. 


This policy has been failing with 
alarming consistency. 

But, to get back to the 44th 
Nationals. The Indian Railways re- , 
ained the Ranga.swamy Cup on th? 
lush green turf of the Ba^abati Sta¬ 
dium at Cuttack. In the final, Rail¬ 
ways got the better of Indian Air- 
linesi, holders of the coveted cup 
for the last three years, with a 
rather lucky goal scored against the 
run of play. In fact, the two insti¬ 
tutions were meeting in the final for 
the fourth consecutive year. And it 
may be recalled that Railways 
eiMrged winne»-s at the same venue 
in the 1976 Nationals, beating Ser¬ 
vices. The two finalists at Cuttack 
shared the trophy in the 1977 Mad¬ 
ras Nationals, with the Airlines 
following up with outright wins in 
the Madurai, and Hyderabad Natio¬ 
nals. 

This year’s final produced some 
very fact and exciting hockey, but 
in patches only. Airlines took the 
right decision to play Ashok Kumaj' 
at Inside-right and Mervyn tTernan- 
dez at inside-left and, with the 
Indian centre-forward Sukhbir 
Singh Gi^ewal keeping his rightful 
position and Zaffar Iqbal at the led 
flank, we flaw some fine and Intelli¬ 
gent movements in the fjrward line 
after a long time. 

The game began at a slow pace 
and for the first 10 minutes, both 
teams tried to assess the strength 
of their opponent, except for 
Shamshad of Railways hitting 
straight into the Airlines’ custodian 
and thereby earning a corner, fol¬ 
lowed by a penalty coiner »n the 
sixth mpiute, After this, however, 
the game suddenly came to life and 
the capacity holiday crowd 
thoroughly enjoyed every bit of the 
proceedings wnen, within a span of 
a minute, two magnificent guul.^; 
were scored by cither side. It was 


Orv:sn cU'<loclian Shafique da'^'hva forivarJ lo /oil Ashok*'^ alhotipl aft<n Kindo was bcalcn in the second Icfi s(*mis 
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\ prostrated Gurcharan is hit on the 
IS more concerned with ihe^ match 

the old, €ver-green Balbir Singh 
of KaUways who, latching on to a 
lon^ pass from his defence, wriggl¬ 
ed through the Airlines defence of 
human bodies and falling sticks 
over 30 metres and scored past goal¬ 
keeper Arvind Chabra. In fact, 
this was Ba*bir*s third spectacular 
goal of the tournament. The other 
[two were against Bombay in the 
quarter-£Lnal and Services in the 
fiemi-llnal. The beauty of the three 
:oals seems to be that Balbir bad 
nade up his mind to beat all the 
hree current goalkeepers of India 


arm, while Railways^ Rajinder Singh 

—blympio of Bombay, Alan Scho¬ 
field of Services and Chabra of Air¬ 
lines. it’s a pity that Baiba* has 
aged a lot and did little else of note 
in the course of their ties. 

Coming back to the match 
straightaway from the bully-oif 
after Balblr's goal, Grewal 
passed to Ashok who, aftei 
swervmg to the right hood¬ 
winking and selling the dum¬ 
my to a host of Railway aefenders, 
scored an equally biiiiiant goal to 
level the margin. After the equa- 








'Three 
cheers for 
the umpire' 

I TMPIRE K WILSON, Wimii 

sujoervising the matdt bet¬ 
ween Tamil Nadti end Vsdarblia« 
t<itnporarilY suspended Vidarbha 
full-back B. S. Trivedl. After \be 
match, Trivedi thanked Wilson 
and then, tu the horror of tbe 
Spectators, called his team-mates 
who surrounded the umpire and 
5:aid “Three cheers for the win- 
pire“. The most amusing part ol 
the proceedings was that the um¬ 
pire took off his cap and acknow¬ 
ledged the cheers and took no 
further action against thai erring 
nlavm. 

DURING THE SEMIS BET- 
ween Orissa and Airlines, one of 
the seniormosi umpires, on being 
questioned bv the Airlines play* 
CIS for having awarded an oft-side 
goal against them, replied that 
OrisSii was a weak side and they 
should lot ihani score one or two 
goals. What a wav to supervise! I 
InrHan Railway.before their I 
semi-final encounter with Services, j 
wrote to the IHF not to post the | 
two seniormost international um- i 
pipes, Mohd. Ghouse of Tamil 
Nadu and Bhushan Buxi of Delhi 
in their match. Then again for the 
finals there wer? controversicfi re¬ 
garding Chouse (who was select* 
i‘d for the Moscow Olympics aud 
was also at Montreal), who wn^ 
nol posted for the 

AFTER A LONG TIME, THE 
Indian Hockesy Fodoratioo secre¬ 
tariat worked gs it should have, 
with secretary Dayanand and Mr 
Satyanarain workirtg in close 
union. Everything was handled 
with precision. eppolHtmeots fixed, 
discussions taking place, etc. Even, 
the 1966 Olympians were, swrprised 
when the.Y were handed over their 
copies of the official photographs 
of the Olympic team — after a 
tapsB of 12 .vegrs. These had been 
lying with the IHF till now. 

AS IT IS, THB , PUNJAB, 
Police team la manned by many 
Olvmpians and other good Plov¬ 
ers. but they still want, to streng¬ 
then the sida. The latest Is that 
India captain Surlit Singh will 
be joining them, according to 

some- 

OURBUX $INC5H 


Balbir being palled by M» P. Singh 

after ghftn 0 Rai{v>au» 






Why Punjab didn't go 


P UNJAB DID NOT FIELD 
their team at the recentlv- 
a>nchi4ed Hodcey Nationals at 
Cuttack because of the non-avail- 
bility of top players in view of the 
Police Gam^iS at Pune 
which were to run con¬ 
currently with the Nationals. 
Tills had also left the IMF selcc 
tors present at Cuttack in a quan¬ 
dary. as stalwarts like the former 
Ihd.an skimer Ajilpal Singh and 
Devinder S.ngh (BSF). Gu.mail 
Singh. Surinder Singh Sodhi and 
Cha«anj.t Kumar (all Punjib 
PoJee) and the present captain, 
Surjit Singh, were unable to serve 
the State. Surjit did not partici¬ 
pate because he had not fully re¬ 
covered from his thigh injury sus¬ 
tained at the Karachi Champions* 
Trophy. Prior to the Naiionals. 
the Punjab Hockey Association 
tried its best to get the Police 
Games postponed but all pleas 
were turned down by the authori¬ 
ties. At this juncture, the PHA 
was faced with an agonising choi¬ 
ce—^to either send a second string 
side or ju.t opt out of the Nation¬ 
als. Finally, the latter course was 


User, it was the Auiines who domi¬ 
nated the exchanges. With Ashok, 
Fernandez and 21afar Iqbal in full 
flow, and Grewal and Gurcharan 
occasionally joining in, it seemed it 
was the Airlines day. But the first 
session saw Aulmes wasting tive 
penalty coiners and many corners— 
wasted another two penalty corners 
in the second half. jLven on re¬ 
sumption the reigning champions 
continued their dom.nance, out¬ 
playing Railways in all departments 
of the game. In fact, in Ih^s half 
the Railways goal had a charmed 
life when Airlines squandered 
chance after chance. Grewal, Fer¬ 
nandez and Zafar missed some 
sitters. In the 50th minute, Air¬ 
lines missed three opportunities 
within ft matter of seconds. First, 
it was 'Gurcharan s perfect <eiUre 
but there was nobody to drive 
home, then a fine 21afar-Fern:indez- 
Ashok-Grewal movement was foil¬ 
ed by Bhaskaran and, lastly, a 
movement with Ranbir, Ashok, Fer¬ 
nandez and Zafar ended w.th Zafar 
hitting sliaight onto Chabra’s pads. 
Yet another Gurcharan inviting 
centre was wasted by Grewal in the 
65th minute. 


The downfall of the Airlines cita¬ 
del came in the 66th minute, when 
off a iM. P. Singh and Bhaskaran 
return pass movement, executed 
twice within the rivals’ 25 yai'ds, 
the Railway captain sent a rasping 
-krvt tA «ound Ihq boards givijng the 


decided on. to save the good name 
of Punjab hockey. 

The Cuttadc Nationals was 
of great importance in 

view of the Moscow Olym¬ 

pics. And the absence of star play¬ 
ers bad left the selectors to make 
their pick of talent from whatever 
was avai.ahl3 there. The PHA de¬ 
cision of not fielding a side had 
evoked mixed reactions. Some 

wanted the team to go only to 
prove that Punjab is the nursery 
of hockey. pleading that 

this would give some up- 
and-coming plavers the oppor¬ 
tunity of showing their mrowess. 
Those who contributed to the 
school of thought argued that it 
was time for the old stalwarts like 
Aj.tpal Singh, Balbir Singh, Tar- 
sem and Baldqy Singh to retire 
and make room for youngsters. 
Others, however felt that Punjab’s 
presence at Cuttack would have 
only brought a bad name to the 
State's hockey, if the team failed 
to qualify tor the final rounds. 

HARBANS SINGH VIRDi 


As I have .said earlier. An lines 
front-line played well with Ashok 
and Fernandez playing exceptionally 
well, ably supported by Mehboob. 
Hut, J eannot say the same of their 
defence as, whenever they were 
tested, they cracked. Except for 
Rajinder in the defence and Bora 
as inside-nght none of the Railway 
j.layers played to form. 

Prior to the finals, the Services- 
Orissa encounter for the third place 
was played And Services got the 



Orissa goes dmvn m the very first 
mmule—custodian Shafiqu^ plils to 
clear a Zafar shot 


better of the young host team with 
a convincing 5-0 margin. Orissa 
had played their hearts out when 
playing against Airlines in the 
semis, oarticularly in the first-leg 
but could not reproduce the same 
form nor did they have the incen¬ 
tive to go all out in the second and 
hence yielded meekly to Services. 
Thr defence side fielded almost all 
their reserves who di.d well too, 
w th goals coming through left¬ 
winger Tigga in the first half and 
then Mohinder Singh converting 
two penalty-corners and finally 
Karketta. Orissa, however, had the 
satisfaction of getting the best di.s- 
ciplined team trophy for the 
second year in succession, strated 
last year at Hyderabad. 

The two semis played under the 
double leg system did not produce 
hockey of any high standard. The 
matches came to life only in fits 
and bits. In the first leg of the 
Airlines-Orissa tie, the defending 
champions opened with a bang in 


Alan sprcadcagled after missing Zahccruddin's shot but Services' Dung 
Diinq snve^i the situalion in the second leg semt-fmal, which ended goal 
lcs\ 
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the very first minute when, off the 
bully-off, Zafar centred with a flick 
and Grewal pushed in to the net to 
give Airlines the lead- 'ITren slowly 
the hosts came into the picture and 


for the best part of the first half, 
they played their best hockey to 
date. In fact, their forwards made 
circles round the Airlines defence 
and missed some sitters. They were 


Saparating the chaff from the wheal...selectors present at Cuttack (from 
Claudius^^^^* Dayanand (IHF secretary), Dharampal and 



also denied a legitimate goal by 
umpire Wilson of Hyderabad. But 
they managed to equa’ise through 
inside-left R. P. Thakuf. It was 
Orissa's Amarjeet who marshalled 
the team and distributed the ball 
intelligently. He alony with inter¬ 
national Michael Ki.ndo were the 
backbone of Orissa and were 
among the few beat performers in 
the Nationals. A penalty-corner 
conversion by Aslam Sher Khan 
gave Airlines the lead again, with 
Gurcharan increasing the tally in 
the 45lh minute. But once again 
Orissa scored through schemer 
Amarjeet—2-3. 

Ashok and Fernandez, who could 
not do much in their respective 
position in the first leg, reversed in 
the second to change the whole 
complexion of the forward line— 
it seemed like a well-oiled machine 
The return leg saw the star-studded 
side perform wt) 1 but lacked pro¬ 
per conversion. Grewal gave iho 
side the lead, dri^^bhng past 
and scooped in Fernandez mih-^cd 
a sitter off a Gre wal pass. A few 
minutes later Kindo d:ovc home 
the equaliser otf n penally corner. 
And cheered by Iht^ home crowd. 








>t3S if nay 


Adivasis: Orissa's lifeline 


W HOBXHEH IT IS A FORTUi- 
tous sequenoe of events or 
merely a coiuadence, it is a fact 
that Orissa's rise to hockey powei 
has been synonymous with the en¬ 
try of Michael Kindo. The Adivasi 
international was employed as 
Sports oliiccr by the Kourke<l<i 
Steel Plant m April 1977. In '78, 
Orissa weie unlucky not to reach 
the final staises of the NdUonal 
Hockey Championships. But the 
following year, with Kindo as cap¬ 
tain, Orissa reached the s>3ini-final 
and it was only a lack of the kill- 
er-instinct that prevented them 
from reaching the final past Seir* 
vioes. 


Vii Chakra recepient — to encou¬ 
rage spotting activity among the 
under-previleged Already, there 
are a staggering 180 village teams 
taking part in vanous tournament! 
And these are limited only to Adi¬ 
vasis Sundcrgaih and Simdega 
districts. 

The Adivasis seem to have a 
natural flair for hockey—already 
several Adivasis youngsters have 
been spotted for the international 
circuit for juniors, while Dung 
Dung continues to serve the seni¬ 
or national team with credit They 
start with seemingly inexhiiustivo 
stamina and have the loqiusiic 
grit and determination But, iin- 



Micnaei fUMo trammg tfie Aa^oasis 


The tale was tepeated in 
Cuttack this year, when the hosts 
put up a valiant fight but could 
not put it to the star-stulded Indi¬ 
an Airiloes outfit. despiUe foigmg 
ahead in the first-leg semifinal 
and holding tlieir own for a sub¬ 
stantial part of the twu*part tie. 
But this in no way detracts from 
the talent and zeal that marks 
the new-look Orissa team 

The fate of Orisaa hockey today 
18 intimately meshed with that of 
the large section of Adivasis— 
who take to the game much like 
fish would take to water. Today. 
Kindo is the symbol ot Auivasi 
hockey talent. It was only after 
his sustained good performanoe irv 
the international arena that India 
woke up to the fairt that Adivasis 
represented a wealth of talent. 

The entire Chhotanagpur belt i$ 
dotted with missionary estabhsh- 
ments in which Adivasis are allow¬ 
ed to sharpen their skills. The 
Adivasis are drawn to the 
pdiools, while even those who 
could not get in, were fired by the 
enthusiasm of their luckier breth^ 
ran. Kindo himself had started 
and hke hundreds of his kinsmen, 
playing with bamboo sticks curv¬ 
ed at the ends and bamboo root- 
balls. 

{Seeing the missionaries at work, 
an Adivasi and Hanjan welfare 
Adisodation was formed in the 
pame of Albert Ekka—a Param 


foitunately, then skill does not 
extend beyond sot patterns of 
play. Where a game calls foi swift 
changes in patterns of play—oi in 
the study of opposition techniques 
in order to counter them effective¬ 
ly most of the Adivasis seem to be 
at a loss This was a point made 
by Aslam Sher Khan—and, '-urpn- 
singly corroborated by his rival 
for the same full-back m the Indi¬ 
an squad, Kindo 

But this can certainly be coii'cc 
ted with caretui coaching. And 
this came into sharp focus last 
year, when Onssa sent an entire¬ 
ly tribal team to the South zone 
championship. Oiissa did well, bu 
the lack of field intelbgcnce was 
made very evident as the touina 
ment progressed. 

There is a move now to correct 
the machme-hke tiait m Adivasis 
—to go on to the giound and piuv 
just as they are wont to, in set 
fashion, without any mid-step 
changes. In Cuttack, up to now 
the sports capital of the State, 
Godfather Ramamurthy—a ivtired 
bank offiaal dedicated to the cau¬ 
se of Orissa hocktw—is trying 
desperately to find funds to pro¬ 
vide amenities to more and more 
Adivasis and local talents. In 
Rourkela, however, a move has al¬ 
ready been made in this direction. 
The steel plant has provision to 
take talented players — witnese 
Kindo and Amarieet Singh, an¬ 
other enterprising player who has 
seen hockey at the highest level. 


. . . . . .w , !. I ■ 1, 1 , , 

As a follow-up, the pbmt had a 
budget of Rs. 40,000 from A|Wl 
79 to March ‘80 for the team's • 
purticipation in hockey touiTiUP 
meats around the country. A 
move is afoot to get an NSNf$ 
coach on a permanent basis to train 
not only the plant boys, but UJen- 
ted youngsters on its periphery a# 
well. 

But, despite all the enoouraghi* 
raeni, the Auivasis don't seem r to 
he making the heauway they de¬ 
serve to. The OiiSda bports Conn^ 
cjJ, for example, is a tnorougnly 
disurga<d»ed unit. With meagre 
funds aud a poitcy-less approacn, 
it cannot benefit any hockey play¬ 
ers, whether Onya or Adiva^ 
And, oespite the efforts of Mr, 
Ramaniuithy and company, liUie 
will come of all the efforts now 
mg made to improve Orissa hoc¬ 
key. 

Unless, of course, the emphasis 
IS shifted to Rourkela, whicn couid 
serve as the fimshiiig point for the 
proposed school to tap Adivasi tal¬ 
ent in Sundcrgaih aistnct. The 
steel plant has the means and the 
urge to turn out finished players. 

And this is essential, because Adi 
vasis have shown marked inchna- 
tiDii to drift into jobs as soon as 
they get their school-leaving o 2 r- 
tificates. This is quite natural, 
considexing thetr economic posi¬ 
tion. 

Sutpiismgiy, the Services have 
tapped very little of this taleni;. 

The same is the case with othei 
all-India organisations. Since Bihar 
-^the other State with a large 
Adivasi population— does not in¬ 
tend looking for playei'S outside 
Patna and Jamshedpur (Ranchi 
has a lot of complaints in this re¬ 
gard), Orissa is the only place 
where Adivasis talent could ^ 
tapped. 


Seeing the activity in Rourkela. 
one can be reasonably certain that 
hockey will thrive in the State if 
this town is made,the hub of the 
wheel. Bui Rourkela will need a 
certain amount of finance for this 
purpose, as also the services of 
some* full-time coaches. But even 
before that, Orissa will have Vo 
think in terms of centralising eff¬ 
orts. Cuttack has proved to be a 
non-starter, so the emphasit 
should shift to Rourkela. 

If this is done now, Orissa oopUt 
well win the ultimate laurel iji 
hockey in the near future. It h^$ 
already created the base for tljiis 
success—by fielding the only great 
side that has reached the 
finals of the National Rocl^'" 
Championship two years in success 
Sion, 


ARIJIT SEN 




Orissa attacked but Hanblr averted 
a dangerous situation. But that was 
all the fire Orissa displayed and 
from then onwards forwards Fer¬ 
nandez and Zafar of AirUne.s dis¬ 
played their might. 

In the second half off a pass from 
Ashok, Zafar sounded the Orissa 
boards to regain the lead. The story 
was the same in this session with, 
time and attain Ashok-Grewal» 
Mervvn and Zafar and occasionally 
Gurcharan, joining in combined 
moves. Off a Ashok-Grewal move 
the latter pushed but a full-back 
stopped the ball with his foot and 
Ashok scored off the resultant 
penalty stroke. It was Ashok again, 
in the 66th minute, who dri,bbled 
past seven defenders and coming to 
inside-left position flicked past the 
left post But in the dying minutes, 
Orissa reduced the margin through 
Amarjeet. Hence, AirUnes entered 
the finals with an aggregate of 6 
goals to 4. The margin did not 
show the correct index of the game 
as Airlines completely dominated 
the second leg and except for the 
20 minutes in the first leg first ses- 




Zafar being intercepted by Hajinder Singh 
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Balbir gets past Dung Dung in the 
penultimate clash in which RatUaayii 
drew ivith Services 


sion Orissa ware never m the pic 
ture. 

In the other semi,-finals Railway 
beat Services 2-i m the first leg 
and drew 0-u in the second, to final¬ 
ly enter ihe National finals for the 
ninth time in succession. The nrst 
leg was played on a slow pace and 
hockey pioduced was not of a very 
high siandara. Services attacked 
first and earned an abortive pe¬ 
nalty corner and coiner. When 
Railways rorced a penalty corner, 
Bhaska.an, the Railways shipper, 
roilea the bail in front of him and 
fiisl-limed inio the goal 1-0. Short¬ 
ly after iVl- P. Singh hit out a shot 
which grazed past the far post. 
Later, veteran Balbir Singh in- 
ci eased the Railway lead with 
another of his charaeteriStic goals. 
He received a long clearance from 
his full back Rajinder b<^tween the 
centie line and the Services 2c 





V''0' ■ 'If 






Aslam sounds tlie boards against Orissa 


yards and despite being chased by 
a host of defenaeis ana swerved to 
his right, sent in a scoiching shot 
into the lar corner net to give 
Schofield no chance whatsoever, 
2-0. Railways dominated the ex¬ 
changes in both the haifs but 
Chengappa scored for Services to 
1 educe the margui for his team 2^1, 
Scivices totally disappointed in the 
two semi-finals and their forwards 
except for bulldozing tactics did 
nothing constructive., whereas 
Railways played well w^ithin them¬ 
selves and controlled the game, 
particularly I. R. Bora, Balbir and 
Shamshad and with line support 
from behind where Ashok Diwan, 
Rajinder, Balia and Bhaskaran 
excelled. In the second leg also 
Balbir showed two runs down the 
centre in the 57th minute when hit 
on to Schofield’s pads and then in 
65th m.nute off a pass from Bora. 
Balbir scoop was saved by Scho¬ 
field- In the last minute again it 
was Bora who beat Dung Dung on 
the right and spelt danger for 
Railways but could not heat Scho¬ 
field. Ihe only other thing of note 
was when Balbir broke into t vo his 
stick with the force of Services 
full back 'Mohindcr Singh’s penalty 
corner diive when he charged out 
for Railw^ays >vdh the fnial whistle 
Both the” teams drew 0-0 and 
Railways once again enteied the 
final to meet Airlines in the final 
for the fourth time in suc<’c*?ion 

Summing up it was a disappoint¬ 
ing National with the point of the 
fune. displayed by our current >n- 
Icrnationals Played on such a fin<‘ 
turf, with the coming Malaysian 
tour as well as Moscow Olympics 
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Dayakimii: 

Story 

remained 

untold 

< <1 TELL YOU, ONE DAY I WILL 

X write a book on Indifui ho^ey. 
It will be a no-boUU-barr«d, a 
tirin' «- «traigbt>Iroin>tbe>bip atory 
about what ia wrong with Indian 
hockey and what ahouid be done 
to improve the present state of 
affairs. In the process of writing 
the book I will dettAltgb havn to 
stand on the toea of a lot of big- 
shot8~-bQth former and present. 
That is wi^ I am waiUna till 1 
retire...”, R. Oayakiueo onoi told 
this correapondant. 

On Febrnary 21, the said AOais- 
tent Secretary of the Indian 
Hockey Federation passed away in 
a T. E. Sanatorium on Uie out* 
skirts of tbo c>ty of Madras. Since 
dead men tell no teles, hli ’untold 
stoiy on Indian hockey will havo 
to remain Just thet-MintOM. 

Mr Deyaklssen weslsoca in 1822. 
At college (Presidency, Methae), he 
tied the hocdtey and amtO' 
ufogT 


ceptaint , , 

tioi team in intercollegiate, com' 
petitions. He wea said to be a 

in Ifl 


good goalkeeper Md, hi 184S, 
started the Madraa VbM team 
which produced a ooupla of Natio¬ 
nal and Stata'level playai*. Mr 
Oayakiaaen Umaeif Playw for the 
Madraa Biuea till IWT. 


Mr Dayskiaaen's aasodttkm wim 
the Indian Hockey Federation 
dates beck to 1851. He did a seven- 
year stint .as netiottal hMkey 
selector from 1858 to 1962. From 


In I9t7, Ur Jl^Mynktaen 

€allap$M in rattra Stadium 
ofAca mi H boanttalked in 
tha T Hr Sanat<irttt4d lii tamba^ 
ram* In aurii hrA aliiM ms ut 
that trm tte djoctori ^nainir nn 
him lUKt mpu of hi$ 

anrvlrit 

In 4nirlng thjil perM, one 
nmmprpff who yloited 

lum U trig oo eon^ 

vintod tbot ma chati4:oa of re^ 
covory war ao bad tnot he (the 
reporter) hod an obituary qh DayO' 
kiaaen ready to be aplaahed at a 

C omenVa smHco* Bat Mr Paya* 
a$an pimvm ua oH wrong and 
i»amo back to oontmuo work* 

Tiiia correspondi^ got to know 
Mr Dayalwoit w>mt ha woo at 
tbo fag end of bla tomr, Ho atruck 
one ao aomeono who had a feudal 
tegattty about him. He was ax- 
tromaly fond of doja (be was 
asaoctotod with the Madraa Koimol 
Club9. waa a mombar of the 
Madras Race Oubt the Madras 
Polo and Riding Club and the 
Madraa Riflo Guk 

There are many Jlndudlng this 
writer) who believod that Mr Doya- 
ktaaon ought to have settred from 
his post of OIF Asalstapt Secretary 
when he realised that Uhhealth 
nreventod him from disebargina 
his duties competently- Indeed, 
there was a certain amount of 
pathos Involved when oite neerd of 
Dayaklasen's death a fittle after 
one hid read Ron Hendricks (In 
**Uke it or lump !t*\ Sp^Mmd 
February 13) comment on Daya- 
kiaaen's inemdenOy. May be Ron 
himself felt a lump in nis throat 
that day. 

A$HOK KAMATH 


in view, players had all the incen¬ 
tive to' show their art but most of 
the internationals did not play well. 
Of the goal-keepers the current in¬ 
ternationals, Alan Schofield, 
Chabra, as well as Olympic Fernan¬ 
des did not show up well and were 
beaten whenever tested In fact, 
it was former Olympian Ashok 
Diwan who played well Among 
the full backs, Sur^eet and Devindra 
did not participate, the former 
nursing an injury and the latter 
because Punjab did not send a 
team, as most of their players in¬ 
cluding Devindcr were busy with 
their Police games at Pune Dung 
Dung played w^ll only in patches 
The full backs who performed con¬ 
sistently well were Rajindcr Singh 
of Rauwayti, Veneet Kumar (he 
played only two matches) ffnd 
Bhandai^i of UP In the half line, 
Havinder Pal of UP. played extre¬ 
mely well, anothei to show up, was 


former international Roger Maggie 
of Tamil Nadu Mumtaz Mulhck of 
Bhopal At light half Sommaya of 
Bombay did well and at left half 
Bhaslcaran was workmanlike with¬ 
out being brilliant He seems to 
have Improved in attack and taking 
snap shots into goals but is neglec¬ 
ting his defence which was amply 
demonstrated against Bombay when 
Kaushik of Bombay made run 
downs the right flank and sent 
down at least six centres which 
could have been dangerous to Rail¬ 
ways. Other left halis who deserve 
mention were Gabriel of Bombay, 
iMukesh of UP and Hooper of 
Bengal 

In the forward line there was 
nobody to match Kaushik's skill. It 
IS a pity that when a player staits 
maturing he is sidelined. Of course 
Charanject Kumar of Punjab and 
Philips were not there but only 


other right winger was Gurcharan 
who played well m patches 

At the inside right position there 
was nobody betlcj than good old 
Ashok. He stalled as inside left 
in the tournament but m the second 
leg against Orissa and the flnals he 
switched places with Meivyn Fei- 
nandez and what a delightful com¬ 
bination they made His only fail¬ 
ing is as of old—he still cuts in to 
the left. He should feed his right 
winger more Bora of Railways, 
MP Peters of Varsities and Salim 
Abbasi of Bhopal and Amarjeet of 
Orissa—weie the other inside rights 
who played well At the centre- 
forward position Sukhbu Giewal 
was the best in view, he hai* matur¬ 
ed a lot but must improvt his scoi- 
mg ability. Azeezuddm of Bhopal 
Amarjeet Rana of Universitijes were 
also there but of course it was 
veteran Balbir of Railways who 
captured the hearts of the public 
However, he is ovei the hills now 

At inside lelt it was Mei\yn Fei- 
nandez who impiessed most 
Though playing at an unfamilur 
position he quickly adjuiited him¬ 
self and combined well Ailh hr 
Indian team colltague Zafar fjoai 
end troubled both Oiisbi and 
Railways whcnevei un in(;ve I do 
not know if he can ptirnanently 
shift to his position or noi a. will 
only found m the coaiLing ctimp 
Shaheed of U P and Yousuf of 
Bhopal were the otheis who im ^ 
prsessed at inside left At left wing 
Zafar Iqbal wa^ goon but ! feel he 
is doing his left ilick, moic Umu 
the required time and sihoiild nor^ 
mally turn and hit it haid with the 
full face of h s blado 'Hie left 
flick should be a surprise for the 
opponents, otherwise he was a de¬ 
light to watch Among the young¬ 
sters Rajmder Singli ot Uni\ er^ities, 
Balvindcr Singh of Bcnpai, Sayeecl 
Ah of U P also played well But 
Sayeed has been an enigma for 
himself and the selectors so fai I 
think he has taken hs game \ery 
lightly otherwise he performed so 
well m the iMontieal Olympics but 
since then has been in and out of 
the Indian team so often that one 
fails to connect them. 

I N THE SEMI-FINAL ORLSSA 
met the champions Indian Air¬ 
lines and Bailway<i met Services. 
The lineup for i*the semis was the 
same as last year, Oussa again 
being the only State team to reach 
the last four stage the other three 
being institutional sides 

liil then, the talents on view had 
not been ot a very hign older. Most 
ol the teams with >oung players 
piciyed well only in patches Among 
tne best matches was tne one between 
Bhopal and Madhya Bnarat Ihe latter 
were trounced 0 14—the highest mar¬ 
gin 11 ] the tournament so tar The Bho¬ 
pal innei trio of balini Abbasi, A//e 
/uddm and Yusuf combined well and 
showed some line hockey. The othei 




i^idelights 

TPHIS IS THE S&COND TIME 
1. in four year$ that Oriaaa 
benste4 tlie National Hodtey 
tournament for the Eangaswamy 
Tro|>liy.. The last time Cuttack's 
famoiis Barabati Stadium played 
heat was in 1976^ Bui all is not 
well with its ftnanoea* At one 
tinie» the Orissa Hockey Associa¬ 
tion was in douht whether they 
can raise enough funds. The 
budget being over Rs. 1 lakh— 
food for the partidpants alone 
coining to Rs. 48.000, at the rate 
of RS..12 per head. Tb« caterer 
was approached, the same one 
who had taken charge in 1976. 
But he was reluciaut as still some 
money was outstanding since then. 
But then the caterer agreed though 
onijr after k received some money 
which was given as grant by the 
Orissa Government, a total of 
Rs, 25.000. 'fhe assodation ex¬ 
pects some money from a souve¬ 
nir it has published on the occa¬ 
sion and, of course, the gate re¬ 
ceipts. Excepting in matches in 
which Orissa played there were 
hai'diy any spectators, even less 
than the number usually present at 
the Jaipal Singh hockey tourna¬ 
ment played at Rourkela. In any 
case this vear, too, the as.sodation 
will be in the red, according to cal¬ 
culations made so f§\\ 

PLAYERS PARTICIPATING IN 
the 44th. National Hockey were 
very happy with the arrange¬ 
ments made. They stayed inside 
the stadium itsell, ale there, a 
host of duaors starting from 
orthopaedics to physiolherapisls 
were at hand and a held hospital 
for first hid and top doctors had 
bi!en requisitioned and was always 
available tor .services. 

WHEN ORISSA REACHED THE 
senii-unajs a\ the Hyoerabad 
Nauonais Jast year deteatuig 
Tamil Nadu in the iiuarrer unab, 
an agency -scribe had described 
Oris.sa as tne ‘joker in me pack'. 
The scribe was not present this 
year at Cuttack when Orissa 
again made it to the .scm4S, the 
only State team to be in the last 
lour, the other three being iusti- 
tulional team.s—Hailvva.vs, .Services 
and the Indian Amines. He 
Should have seen rlie hrst-ieg semi- 
final between Ou.ssa and holders 
Airlines who got the fright of 
llu’ir lives again.st the hosts and 
Miraped through with a 3-2 win. 
'Ihis incUide.s the controversial 
disallowing of a clear goal stxired 
by Orissa minuteii bvlo c tho 
breaiher, which would h wc. 

H 2-2. 

OIUSSA HAS lU'ALLY EECO/.lc: 
one of the top hockey 
outiits in the couiilry toUa,,. i„ 


Was not long ago that Orissa sent 
teams to the Nationals so that ^ts 
alhhation could stay. But a 
strategy was formed and hockey 
which la a way of life in tnbal 
Sundergarh district was tapped. 
Fortunately, at that time, Michael 
Kindo voluntarily retired from 
Services and came back to his 
home district and joined the 
Rourkela Steel Plant. He orga¬ 
nised natural hockey-playing Adj- 
vasis and today’s Onssa team is 
virtually the Sundergarh district 
team—11 of the selected 16 being 
Adivasis. 

WHEN THIS SCRIBE MET THE 
famous Govinda, he had already 
announced his retirement from 
first class hockey. Was n fat.- 
gue, old age or frustration? “Well 
haven’t 1 played enough, now , 
younger people must take up.” 
But 1 reminded him of his near 
contemporary Kindo still playing 


for OrJ.v.^d. ‘“',V<dl Kindo is on a 
riii.s.sion vne! iii: i.s .vu far pi*r 
ernt father in 

Kindo h-.i- made hi> children romv 
up.” Kt: wa.^ rrlerring to the 
TMss.i ‘u,<ipr “I w,5h I had .some 
surh ini.ssit;!!. But T do not coo- 
clndr that my -seivue t-'t hockcv 
is id'«o over,” he hri.slened ad-ri, 
‘only die fiituie can ’’ 

PUNJAB IS ALWAYS A GLAIVL 
our name in Indian hockey and its 
withdrawal from the tournament 
after sending a cheque of Hi 2,000 
dr appointed oE Ihe reason bo* 
i- that ihe Euiijab team 
• Si:-lids oi mo.tly players from 
the i'linjab Police rnd the BSE. 
'1 li.'v are now domg services in 
I Hit' PoEf'c Oaine.’v and they did 
I iJjl ha\e a learn worth «endin#.i 
j viJit then, Lcibi sent a tcinii and 
I of their players ji\ 

j Jor the C.UP ia Uie 

i Police Came: too and gave o 


tough time to the formidable 
Oriasa side in pool matdhea 
and l06t by just a goal. The 
other teama to withdraw were 
Assam which could not select a 
team because of disturbed constl* 
tutibns. Goa and Pondicherry, 
too, have cried off, thinking their 
teams were hot good enough for 
the Nationals. 

THE FIRM AND BEAUTIFUL 
Barabati turf seems to have been 
a haven for goals. Till the end of 
quarter-hnal stage as many as 154 
goals were scored and the pitch 
was still playing true. It is a record 
since the pool system started. Al¬ 
though Bhopal failed to make it 
to the quarter-final stage* they 
scored the maximum number of 
goals at 26 in just three matches 
--14-0 against Madhya Bharat and 
12-0 against Kerala, but went down 
0-5 to Services in the pool (‘F') 
fixture. TiU the end of last eight 


stage Scrvii'CuS were the <mlv team 
not to have conc'cded any goals— 
scoring 16 goals in four matches. 
But Gu-n, there was only one 
hat-trick and that by one of the 
Bhopal trios, 

THE ALl. INDIA RADIO HAS 
its own style of funuSioiuiiii O.n 
TrViU.'irt ?6 ivvf: V>t'. mat* 

* hos ^v^rc 'i fn .1 niatch 

I'* 't; \\ v - 

iiru's 'uid tho 'he .se¬ 
cond ' h ' ' i .Vv! Br nsjal 

Kr\^.u’allv. ri is 

pl'.vinf; r)ic oi V)efv 

is the niort. Bu^ the AIR deri¬ 
ded otherwTse. Whib* the ''»*nning 
coiTirri*'nl?rv b'-'twcoT* the TAC and 
Varsjtk\s was done in Oriva the 
I uM^ch bf^tv/cPTi Orjji‘a and Bengal 
j was don^' in Epf^li^b Strange are 
j the wavs of this medium. 

I 
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Fnni lcii sends...Amaijeel scales Ortsso's second aoal against Airlines 



gocMi match was when Utlar Pra 
desh played the Kadways in Paol 
II The young UP boys playesd 
some scmtnldting hockey and were 
unlucky to be ousted from the toui 
nainoni on goal average, having sai 
red 3-1 agdinst Manipur when the 
Railways beat Manipui h-0 UP 
mternational Sayeed Ah and Shaheed 
played some good hockey, but th< 
pick tiom thorn was thq (urrent In 
dian centre hdt Raviiidti Pal This 
young buy has dil the oualities to be 
come a peimancnt inUrnational but 
he must impiove his hit and di>tn 
bute more to his wings He has a hiu 
defence parliculaily his interceptions 
ot passes fiom the opposite wings Js 
faultiless 

In the Pool T’ deciding match 
Servic'os beat a listless Bhopal by a 
flattering m irgm ot 5 0 ( hengappa of 
Services gave ^ fine peitorrnance as 
centie forward and scored two goah 
while Kiisha Lakra and Wilson net 
ted one each 



Pcx)! C saw Bengal qualify tin the 
quartet finals by beating Hvderabad t enttr ^he serins 
21 and a tacile SO win qmi Madhya 
Pradesh 


Kadittti/s 11 ah th(* Ranyanwami Cup 


diaUly on lesumption Bengal equa 
lised through Ravi Kumar but the 
hom< sirjp stored again in the Sfith 
minute to hi come the second team to 


In the second quarterfinals hosts 
C>ri5,sa n iscd out Be ngal 2 1 to entei 
the scmiimais tor the second year 
in su(((s jon The game on the whole 
was a listless one with neithi i side 
showing lh< technicil skill to out 
nianouvrc the olhr i In iatt Bengal 
wasted two golden oppoTtunitie-s m 
the first session first Ravi Kumar 
committed a bar k stick when ideally 
plac<d in the circle and then Apurba 
Bhartdcharva altei htifinig on to a 
fine through pass from (jopaljee had 
to do a (Inlds task b\ onl\ placing 
the ball but he hit straight into the 
Orissa goalkeeper’s pads Onssa how * 
ever took the lead in the 29th nimu 
te when S Minz centued trom the 
left and Soren Berk flicked in past 
the stumbling Bengal defence Imrm 

Grewal qels tfie equalts^^ for Airline** aqainst 


1 arlier uigntng champions Indian 
\rlim s were the first team to enter 
the senus when they beat the Indian 
luivir'‘itHs bv an impressive 3-i 
margin In lent it was the young 
Vaisity bovs who called the tunt» in 
the first 20 nunutps, missing three 
absolute sitters with Amarfoet, the 
leti wiiign > 1(10 M P peters the in 
side > ight be mg the most outstand 
mg I'eteis laii through the whole 
An lines defence tirnp and again and 
led his forwards well Amarjeel Rana 
gave the lead to the Universities but 
GiewdI equalised foi the Airlines 
through a corner Airlines however 
could not be denied a victory 
through OKI client support from Ashok 
Kumar playing as inside left here, 
who time and again harassed the 
Varsity team ni the second half and 
^‘ven scored once Grewal increased 

UniverHtie^ Airlines won 
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the tally enabling the Indian Air 
fines to acquire the semis berth 

Sei vices beat Tamil Nadu through 
a lone goal scored by Ramana from 
a penalty-stroke to enter the last 
tour It was a clever free hit taken 
by Chengappa himself near the cen¬ 
tre fine when he gave a through pass 
10 the right wing who centered and 
Chengappa shot into the goal, but 
ohstiucison resulted in a penalty 
stroke ramil Nadu missed many 
chances including 10 penalty corners 
and corners 

The fourth quartei hnal also was 
Jack lustre the only redeeming fea 
ture being a fantastic goal by the velc* 
lan Baihir Singh ot iht Railways- 
the hnest goal of the touinament 
Jt wds one of the typical Balbir runs 
fiom the centre line showing the 
whole Bombay team a clean pair of 
heels and beating international Olym 
pio Fernandez on the right range in 
to the goal with a scorching hit 
which had for the first time brought 
Che whole stadium on their toes Rai) 
ways however had nothing else to 
show throughout the match whereas 
tf e Bombay right flank pair of Nasir 
and Kaushik time and again, beat 
the Railways defence Kaushik exhl 
bited some beautiful centres but none 
ot his colleagues could take advan¬ 
tage of them Till then Kaushik had 
be^n the best right wing on vlqw 

On the whole, tb<ere had been 
very little talent on view Even 
the present Indian internationals have 
been seen m poor light Of course, 
some youngsters have showed pro¬ 
mise They were left \^ng Shaheed 
(UP) centre-halt Ravinder Pal (UP) 
inside right M P Pptera (Varsities) 
inside left Yusuf (Bhopal), centre 
forward Azeezuddm (Bhopal), full 
back D S Bhandan CUP)i centre 
forward Amarjeet Rana (varsities), 
left wing Raiendra Singh (Varsitiesy 
right-half Somaya (Bombay), cantib 
half Bara (Services^ centre-half C 
Caivahlo (Bombay) wft wing Balvin 
di»r /Bengal) intide-i Ight Bohra (Rail 
ways) end full back Mobinder (Servi 
ces) 





RatlvHiyii* Varmder Singh gives MfTvyn Fernandez a hot chasp 











Interview 


Willis: 

At the 
cross¬ 
roads 

B ob WILLIS WAS absolutely in 

the dumps during the week the 
Englishmen were in Bombay to play 
the Jubilee Test. Willis stood out 
amongst the team not because of his 
towermg height (he^s B'6**) but be* 
cause he's currently the favcunte 
whtpping horse. His critics have 
charged that WHlis on the basis of 
hts performances in County cricket 
last year didn’t deserve to pU^ 
agamst India. Nor, they argued did 
he deserve to be Brearley's deputy 
in the recent series Down Under. 
And when Wtllis finished the Austra* 
Itan tour with just three Test, wickets 
at an average of a little under 75 
runs per tsickeif the experts turned 
around and said **we told you so.*’ 

WilUs has been riddled wkh many 
injuries during his career, a fact 
which his critics have capitalised on. 
The latest echo has been that he has 
played hk last Teat for England. 

Willis discussed all these charges 
rather calmly when I met him in his 
hotel. He agi'eed to see me imme¬ 
diately. ''There’s not much to do for 
me. I have dropped out of the 
Bombay lest because of injury so 1 
have got plenty of itme at hand.*' 

Willis is very particular about do¬ 
ing things m a proper way. And wtth 
hk awkward boumn^j action he has 
raptured 184 witkets in 53 Tests. 

Hts recint book "Diary of a Cri¬ 
cket Season" gave a by blow 

acQount of what happens off the 
field. As a book it was different from 
the other books in Us treatment of 
the subject. Wtllts said: **My 
publishers let me dovm. It was to 
be On account of the English season 
from April to September 1976. The 
book was to be released by November 
but for reasons not known to me it 
ii7>os ready in April 1979. So if became 
a little ouldat^** 


SPORTSWOBLD: Hew did mu ptr- 
fofin ttt Aiutnula this season? 

IVILUS: Weil, i>er8oaaUy 1 bad a 
disappomting tour, 1 felt that I 
didn't get into tbe rhythm of mv 
bowling at all And though we did 
well in the oaeday matches, and I 
was quite pleased with my form in 


those, in the Test matches 1 felt 1 
was a bit unlucky not to get more 
wickets, espedal^ in the first Test 
But after that my form fell away and 
I didn’t bowl at all. I don’t quite 
know what the reason was. 1 felt 
the lack of top^lass matches as a 
build-up to the Test matches. We 
were doing an enormous amount of 
travelling for the one-day gaoK^s. 
We played, I think, five or six night 
games and there were lights only in 
Sydney and so we had to keep travel¬ 
ling to Sydney from all over Aus¬ 
tralia. This was very tiring. 1 am 
not making any excuses. I didLn’t 
bowl very well and 1 just hope it was 
a season of bad form and it will pass 
and ril get over it 

SW : Last year when the Eng¬ 
lish side went to Aiistnlia, yen were 
one of the most snccessfnl bowlers. 
How did It feel considering that yoa 
di^’t get the wickets? 

WILLIS: Oh, it was very depres¬ 
sing. Because 1 had very successful 
years in 1976 over heie, 1977 in 
England. 1977-78 in Pakistan and 
New Zealand and in the summer of 
1978 back home and I had taken a 
lot of wickets. I suppose at the end 
of the series agajns4^ the Kiwis 1 got 
f>ver 150 Test wickets and since then 
it’s got harder and harder to get 
wickets. I had a mixed series at 
home. Against India in 1979 and 
last winter I got only three wickets 
in three Test matches which I sup¬ 
pose isn’t good enough for a front- 



'7 don't think idealh 
selectors want a last bowler 
to captain England. / think 
until Botham and Gower 
came along and established 
themselves / was the only 
guy who was certain to be 
picked for the side apart 
from Geoff Boycott. And 
the selectors made it pain¬ 
fully dear to Boycott that 
they didn't want him to be 
captain at any cost." 


line fast bowler who should be aim¬ 
ing for an average of i^arly four 
wickets a Test I was stnigi^iig. All 
the top bowlers have that sort of 
patch and it has been frustrating for 
me. I had this target in ir mind of 
200 Test wideets and I uddn*x got 
that much closer to it. 

SW: Tm are kaewn te iainry- 
prone. Did yen have any aertooe In* 
Jury prot u e ms an the tonrt 

WILLiS $ No, not specially. I had 
this problem with my left knee during 
the World Cup in 1979. 1 had a sti^t 
recurrence of that Nothing reblly. 
I just felt my lack of form was real¬ 
ly through lack of bowling. I don’t 
know how many overs I bowled in 
Australia. I missed the Jubiiee Test 
because 1 was ill. But I don’t feel 
that 1 have bowled at all. 1 can see 
people like Botham and Kapil, they 
have had a very hard slog the last 
few months. But I don’t feel like 
that. I feel I haven’t bowled at all. 

SW : Was the present hs 
jury s reenrrenee of the one yon had 
earlier on? 

WILLIS: In 1974-75, in Australia, 
I had to return home because of some 
problems in my knees, I had some 
fatty-tissues loose under the knee 
caps;. I underwent surgery to re¬ 
move that As a result I missed the 
1975 season in England. No, this was 
not a recurrence, It was a different 
injury and happily it’s cleared up. 

SW : Where does your career 
stand vfo-a-vfs thcae failures? 

WILLIS: 1 think I have reached 

a kind of cross-road. My performan¬ 
ces have declined in the last 12 
months and obviously the .selectors 
aren’t going to keep picking me if 
my perfonnanoes continue to decline* 
We have two tough series coming 
up. One against West Indies at 
home, the other a tour of the West 
Indies. I am just hoping to get ful¬ 
ly fit with an intensive training pro¬ 
gramme. and get scaixed in my 
County Cricket with Warwickshire 
and get back to bowling a lot of 
overs, and if I am taking wickets 
and bowling quickly I’ll be pideed tc 
play for England, otherwise not. So 
that’s up to me. 

SW : But a let of experts have been 
saytng that you have already plaved 
your last that you are flnMied 
as a bowler.. 

WliXIS: Ab, well if you admit 
it’s your last Test you might as well 
pack up. I am going to try very 
much to play,for England. And the 
only thing that will prevent me from 
doing so is the lack of fitness and if 
that is due to me being over 30 and 
slowing down a bit it’s a fact of life. 
If that^s the case then I'll bow out 
of the international side and 1*11 try 
and do well for my County and be 
content with that for a few years. 
I think, over the years, my great 
asset as a bowler has been my ypend. 
If I lose that I am not gobg to get 
picked for the international side. 







8W: V yw aiMlI Im* 

a^Mi inn an tew.n vtmjfpmt 

tojiwnna flirtnr Biim^ 

SSelive M befoti^t ^ ** 

WlttilB! You coo^ntrate on ait- 
tiM your apeed dowUa you beoome a 
different bowler* You be a more 
defenalve bowler tban Hft attacking 
bowler, inatead of bavtol fobr slips 
and two gnlliea, no mid-offi no third 
man, you have a nuu^e defensive 
field. You dmllemce the batamea 
to score runs off you. You try and 
i{et more movement—and perhaps 
more swlna—^in your deliveries Your 
pace would be that of Kapil and 
Botham who arm’t genuinely fast. 
If you cut your speed you can con¬ 
trol the awing and the seam of the 
ball. It's easy to do dils at reduced 
pace than if you are bowling at *90 
m. p. h. 

SW: Do you think iojaflea are 
part and parm of a faat howlerT Or 
u It yo ur bad hick T 

WILLIS: Well, partly both. In a 
certain way 1 am unlucky and partly 
due to the pressures of fast bowhug 
Unfortunately, 1 have a very unortho¬ 
dox bowling action which doesn’t heflp 
my fitness problems. In the coaching 
manual, you'll see you are meant to 
bowl of a braced left-foot and a big 
swing of the front arm and then a 
nice follow-through with your bowl¬ 
ing arm. Mine is not like that at all 
It’s> howl 1 have always bowled ^tvd 
been effective and got the wic'iets 
with that action,*so 1 can't really 
start changing that now. It does put 
a tremendous strain on my body, but 
if T can be fit, if the body can take 
it, I am willing to get back to the 
top and do my best. And maybe get 
200 wickets. (Laughs) probably 250 


$W: You have come ao dose to 
captaUdng England. Hew do you 
feel about tl? 

WILLIS: I don't think ideally the 
selectors want a fast bowler to cap¬ 
tain England. 1 think until Botham 
md (jower came along and establish- 
d themselves I was the only guy 
vho was certain to be picked for the 
side apart from Geoff Boycott. And 
the selectors made it painfully clear 
to Boycott that they didn’t want him 
to be captain at any cost, 1 was bas^ 
cally Mike's understudy. Mike and 
I have got on very wOll. 1 hope 
during this time wt I have been 
the vioe«€aptain« 1 havojmenoif some 
help to him. lr$ a a batsman 

and a bowler are Tpnnliig the aide 
1 atn hatter on disdpi^ tlia]|.MB(e 
who prefers being ^ddisual. wke Is 
better tactically than 'I ana t have 
helped him as much as | could but 
I have never had this ambition to 
lead England. If it camn along that’s 
fine. I have never towaids the 

end that f would caplidn the side* 





SW s 

book *iH«9 •< 
one thing tk«t 
unowsi off reiveeC 
tntfthm. Tea 

p Hofg , 

WiMlS: I think -^MSiObte is 
lacking In urofession^ gn^t. or for 



t V "Hi 


'7 think discipline is lacking 
in professional cncket] or 
for that matter modern liv¬ 
ing The old standards seems 
to be thrown away and 
more lax attitude in one's 
dress and behaviour seems 
acceptable whereas when I 
started playing, it was a 
case of being seen and not 
neard, which was not al¬ 
together good either:* 


that matter modern living. The old 
standard seems to be thrown away 
and more lax attitude in one’s dress 
and behaviour seems acceptable 
whereas when I started playing, it 
was a case of being seen and not 
heard, which was not altogether 
good either. I think you have to 
respect senior players, be self-disa- 
plined and courteous. If you don’t, 
you'd struggle to make your way in 
the game. Like some of our young 
players on the present tour found 
out. 

SW: What happens w]»e» soam 
(.stobUahed plgyen nusbehave T Does 
It affect the unky la the teamT 

WlLLiS: I don’t think it’s good 
for the team unity. Dennis Lillee 
and Ian Ohappell are two .examples. 
Their behaviour to me is abhorrent. 
They misbehave at ofllcial functions, 
they make fun of the people around 
them. I think it’s downright rude. 
The younger players are going to 
mimic these fellows and thus end up 
being rebels. 1 don't think it's goiKi 
for toe game, li there is any diffei- 
ences between the players and the 
Board there is a proper way of sett¬ 
ling the issue. 'This method of in¬ 
sulting the Board is unpardonable. 
Obviously, Lillee ana Chappell have 
^p-felt feelings because of the big 
bust-up in Australian crJck€^t as far 
as the World Senes is concerned. But 
to smack the Board in the eye for 
the heck of it is not nice. Why do 
player always have to be at logger¬ 
heads with the Board. 


8W: Hew *» ym rale Kapfl at a 
bowlert 

fflLLIff ; He^s a high-class bowler. 
!t*s good to see India produce a 
bowler like KapiL It’s the new gene¬ 
ration, from the spin quaitet fo 
Kapil. Bedi, Chandra. Pras and 
Venkat were very fine bowlers but 
if you go through the annals of Test 
cricket spin bowlers don’t win Test 
matdies, it’s the seam bowlers vdio 
do. Even Derek Underwood, who 
has taken nearly 300 wickets, will be 
the first to tell you that seam howlers 
win Testf Derek’s probably won 
two or three of the 80H>dd Tests he 
has played on his own, but it's the 
seam bowlers who do the damage. I 
think Karsan would make a terrific 
difference to the side. It’s a shame 
thatperhaM Gavaskar and Vishwa* 
nath wouM be getting towards the 
end of their career when the third 
bowler comes in. So your bowling 
might be stronger than your batting. 

1 think the side has got a fine balan- 
03 and that was a fine victory over 
Pakistan. 

SW : What do you thlak KapH 
lacks? How can ke improveT 

wnxis: Not a lot really. The 
only difference between Botham and 
Kapil is that Ian never bowls a loose 
ball apart from the bouncer which 
he fancies would get him a wid<et 
Kapil perhaps tended to over-pitch a 
little bit at times. I think if you had 
this third bowler he would get the 
rest He and Karsan had to bowl 
an enormous number of overs in the 
last 16 months. But if there was a 
stock bowler who could take soffie 
of the weight off Kapil’s shoulder it 
would be nioe. Someone who could 
bowl eight overs for 15 runs while 
Kapil had some rest and come bad^ 
fresh. It’s difficult at the moment 
in modern cricket, as the big scores 
aren’t occurring as often as they used 
to and the ball always seemed to be 
on top of the bat. Captains are very 
reluctant to take off their best botv- 
lers. .That’s why you find Botham 
bowling SO much because our bats¬ 
man don’t score big totals. 

SW: Earlier you were talUng of 
the ban domlnalliig ike hat* would 
you say that bowttng standards have 
gone up r Or is K tkai Ike batUng 
standards have deteriorated? 

WILUB : 1 think it’s partly both 
The advent of one-day cricket has 
undermined some batsmen’s tedini- 
que. They are looking to play too 
many shots earlier in the innings 
and I think the wickets all over the 
world have deteriorated as far as 
batting is concerned. These days 
wickets all over the world have some 
grass on them, they are damp. Ex¬ 
cept in Pakistan where the wickets 
aie dead. Scores of 500 and 600 are 
haidly scored these days. At least 
they are rare. Even in your senes 
against Pakistan where both sides 
had some prolific scorers they weren’t 
the big score of 500 plus 
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1ST PAK-AUSSIE TEST 


Pakistan return 
with a bang 


GUL HAMEED BHATTI 

VICTORY, WHICH PAKISTAN 
had all but pockotod on tb^ Hurd 
aftemoou of the first Test match 
against the visiting Australia, was 
achieved rather comfortablv at the 
toll of the bell at the tea interval on 
the fourth day A denioralist'd side, 
which had had a miserable tour of 
India only days before, rose from the 
ashes hke a phoenix and wiped out 
the humiliation which had haunted it 
cyen at home. It was not only a 
success for the team but a per 
sonal triumph for many of its players 
who had, at one time or the other, 
performed heroically during the 
match, to bring about the revival 
of Pakistan cricket which it had bad¬ 
ly needed. 

The match began on a sensational 
note when a completely unknown lad 
named Tauseef Ahmed walked into 
the playing 11. And only four days 
earlier nobody had even heard his 
name. It was hke a page from a faiiy 
tale coming to life. Tauseef, a 20 
year old boy from Karachi who is 
employed by the Public Works De 
partmtnt (PWO). was not in the run¬ 
ning for the national side at all. His 
name was nowhere to be found in 


the 45 probables invited for the pre- 
paiatory camp for the Australians’ 
visit to Pakistan. Then somebody re* 
commended TauseePs name to Musb- 
taq Mohammad, former national 
skipper, who has now been appointed 
Pakistan’s full time manager-cum 
roach, who passed it on to the selec¬ 
tors and finally with the blessings' of 
Air Marshal (Retd) Nui Khan, the 
new Cricket Board chief, Tauseef 
loined the camp only four days be¬ 
fore the Karachi Test was scheduled 
to begia His off-spinning potential 
impressed all present at the national 
nets And keeping in view the vulne 
rability of the Australians against 
off-break bowling, the national selec¬ 
tors came out with the sensation of 
the season—m walked Tauseef, for 
his first Test match, with experience* 
of only a solitary first-class match to 
back him up. And the story book de¬ 
but was complete when Tauseef went 
on to bag thiee wickets on his fiist 
d.iy in Test iiicki't. 

The Australian captain Grog 
Chappell called correctly as Pakis¬ 
tan’s new captain Javed Miandad 
spun tht coin, .laved, at 22 years 260 
da\s. the third youngest Test skippci 
in histoi*v after India’s Man 



Mtishtaq Mohammed (left) and Astf Iqbal, two former captatns of Po- 
ktstan. shore a joke while watchma Ihr firsf Text malrh at Karachi 




ravseef Ahmed—a dream debut 


sur All Khan Pataudi and Austra¬ 
lia’s Ian Creig. A gneat responsibili¬ 
ty rested on the tender shouldeis of 
Javed who had been entrusted the 
task having superseded at least 
seven of his seniors in the side, but 
he held himself verv well in the field, 
wrung changes when be thought 
best and handled the team like a pro¬ 
fessional. 


On a wicket which looked like a 
spinners' track from the very first 
morning and which the spinning com¬ 
pany of Bedi, Chandra and Prasanna 
would have relished to bowl upon, 
saw Itnian Khan send down a hery 
burst of superb fast bowling. Opener 
Biucxi Laird was beaten several 
tunes, with one of Imran's bouncers 
his helmeted cap fell off, and finally 
Laird was caught plumb in front of 
the wicket as an attempted yorker 
rapped him on the pads. Tauseef be¬ 
came an Instant darling of the 35.000 
strong crowd as he handed hk sweat¬ 
er to the umpire before oeming on 
for his first over In Test cricket It 
was a maiden. His bowling was on 
the mark from the worn go» and the 
Australian pair, eapedally Grahkifi 
Yailop. was in tangles. At 39 for L 
Yalkm edged one behind the stomps 
and Tgslim Arif gleofolly aoeepted 
the dianoe. Tlie crowd erupted in 
deafening applause which continued 
for a full five minutes. For both Tas* 
Um and Taumef, the dismissal was 
thetr first viedm in Test cricket Tas* 
lim was keeping wideets in aTest for 
the first thne after baviiig replaced 
56-Telt v^eraa Wesw Bari, and 
was Idaybig as opening batsmsn-wic 


Greg QhappeU 
then n beftfity frc^ Iff] 
him Tffiihu hiado 


wnn.lmt 
;sim beat 
work of 


24 


close dMUon at Hookes went off the 
gt^nd fumiiig and feetUnc and later 
asked hli skipper to officially protest 
about the dedtkm whidi he believed 
was unfair. 


The Anstraliaii score at that stage 
was dS for 4, bat then noti-WSC men, 
Kim Hughes and Allan Border, play* 
ed some controlled Acts and patient* 
ly took the score to 161. Qasim struck 
again and so did Tauseef. and some 
time before the dose Hughes (85) 
was out cangbt In the slips off a 
rank bad shot Otherwise, he played 
a superb innings and displayed 
mendous fighting abilities on a bad 
wicket on whidi his other colleagues 
fumbled and failed. 


The score at the draw of stumps 
on the first afternoon was Australia 
199 for 7. Both Qasim and Tauseef 
had captured three wickets each and 
almost all day long the wicket had 
shown a remarkable tendency to spin 
and break as play progressed. The 
Pakistan fielding was not up to the 
mark. It was erratic for most part of 
the day, many boundaries that could 
have been saved were let off even 
though the out-field was slow, but 
the bowlers stuck to their task. Sar- 
fraz Nawaz and Imran, though not 
getting any help from the strip, bowl¬ 
ed with remarkable control cf line 
and length and were quite difficult 
to score off. 

Only 26 runs could be added to Ae 
Australian total as the remaining 



three wickets fell. Imran. Qasim and 
Tauseef took one each. Tauseefs fig¬ 
ures of 4 for 64 in 30.2 overs (9 
maidens) on his Test debut were 
really commendable. 

KISTAN BEGAN WITH A 
brand new opening pair of Tas- 
Urn Arif and Haroon Rashid. Then 


Hay Bright, the only specialist spin¬ 
ner in the touring side, struck and 
removed both Haroon and the sadly 
out-of-form Zabeer Abbas. Pakistan 
were then well-served by a healthy 
76-run stand bet%veen Taslim and 
skipper Miandad, but Wasim Raja, 
hero of the Indian tour, fell without 
scoring off a shot whidi turned the 




MMosiiir Nbfiar gbPaf to ho eou^ at aUjpo by Bordar off BrUfiu 
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wrong wAy wbfin bo tiled to 
it tlirouffh the covers Teslmi plevcd 
a typically irritty knock, and Ik* 
seemed to be oontinuma from his 
Test debut at Calcutta He showt^ 
signs of coming into hts own and 
on a wicket <u3€h as the ono at 
Kaiachit he played his strokes to the 
best effect Miandad was his aggres 
sivc self and lofted Grcame Board 
playing in bis first Tost for two 
huge sixes on consecutive deliveiK^^ 
and Chappell promptly look ofl th* 
debutant ofl bioak bowLt 

At 134 for 5 Mudassar Nazar loiti 
ed Maud Khan, and the two former 
opening batsmen set about the task 
of rebuilding the innings The score 
was elevated to 193 for 5 with some 
very sensible and determined batting 
Of the five Pakistan wickets that fell 
during the day Bright took 3 for 
48 and Grag Chappell 2 for 22 with 
his friendly medium pacers 

Maiid Khan played the sort of lno> 
Ings that win matches on the third 
morning of the Test He grafted and 
dug in. and appeared calm and com¬ 
posed as ever, as he took his score 
towards a century and Sarfra/, 
Mudassar and Iqbal Oastm all gave 
him admirable support His rear¬ 
guard action came to an end only 
11 short of a deserved hundred 
as Allan Border took a superb tumb 
ling catch in the. slips — his fourth 
of the innings New cap Tauseef 
suffered the ignominy of being bowl- 
first ball and left arrier Hay 
Bright ended with a career best haul 
ot 7 for 87 In five previous T‘.ists, he 
had only managed a total of seven 
wickets The Pakistan lead was 67. 
but m the cirrumstanres it was 
enough to bring about victory as it 
transpired later 


P BAL QASIM AND TAUSEEF 

Ahmed, the new Pakistani spin 
twins again wrought havoc m the 
Australian batting line-up which look¬ 
ed suspect against spin and seemed 
brittle on the strip which took extra 
amount of turn as the day progressed 
After a reasonable opening stand of 
38 the visitors slumped to 55 for 3 
and later to 90 for 6 just before 
stumps were drawn for the day 
The Australians were only 23 

runs ahead and victory for 

Pakistan, with two full days to 
go, waited lust round the corner 
Iqbal Qasim was at times simply un¬ 
playable and his left-arm spin earned 
him 4 for 39 in the final session of 
play when Australia batted, 

Javed Miandad. and hts Pakistan 
team, must have spent the rest day 
in a state of anxiety witt| the smell 
of victory very near their nostrils. 
And when ftnalLv the fourth day be¬ 
gan. it was a cloudy morning in 
Karachi and a pleasant breiie blew 
across the ground. The crowd« expect¬ 
ing a Paki^n ylcWry. had swelled 
to almost 40,000 as earXv ee ^30 in 
the morning. , 

Beard went back early, but l^der 
found a wilUng and stubborn parser 




Tofussifls bowled by Bright 


in Dennis Lillee, who had gone 
wickctless in the match But Iqbal 
then found Lillee in front of the 
stumps and Tauseef bowled Dymoi^ 
to take his third wicket of the innings 
and the seventh of the match Iqbal 
Qasim, blowly and steadily emerging 
as a world-class left armer returned 
a Test career best haul of 7 for 49 
and had 11 for 118 in the match. 
Pakistan needed only 74 runs to 
register a win over Australia. 

Ray Bright was again among the 
wickets as Pakistan batted and 
three men were clean bowled But 
Zaheer Abbas, playing conhdentlv 
after a long time, stayed there and 
victory was achieved exactly at tea 
time when Wasim Raia struck Beard 
for a four through the covers 

Iqbal Qasim deservedly won Rs 
5 000 offered as the “Wills’* Man of the 
Match award, and there was Jubila¬ 
tion all over the ground and in the 
Pakistan dressing room, 

Greg Chappell didn't seem satis¬ 
fied with the wicket at Karachi and 
said it was not suitable for a Test 
match, Javed Miandad seemed elated 
at being able to achieve victory In 
his first Test as captain but said that 
the battle was not over vet and 
Poklstan still had to fight out two 
more Test matches 

Photographs by 
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RANJI PRE-QUARTER-FINAL 

Hyderabad 
call wrong 

qPHE BATTLE BETWEEN THE 
1 bat and the bail was over, but 
not the tension of players, oflicials 
and small group of cricket enthu¬ 
siasts. Everyone was eagerly waiting 
to know the fate of his favourite 
team. About 10 minutes passed by. 
The umpires entered the playing 
arena, followed by the two captains. 
Narasimha Rao was in white, but 
Raju Mukherjee had changed into 
a blue spo/ts jacket and matching 
blue trousers (and, of course, wRh a 
picture of a god in his hip pocket). 
Raju spun the coin, Narasimha call¬ 
ed 'head’; but the coin had its 'tail’ 
up, giving Bengal the right to meet 
Ranji champions Delhi in the last 
eight stage. 


rabad pre-quarter-final match at the 
Eden Gardens to a one-innings affair. 
Hyderabad were only 85 for five and 
a victory through first-innings lead 
appeared to be a mere formality for 
Bengal when young all-rounder Ar- 
shad Ayub joined his skipper Nara¬ 
simha Bao just 18 minutes before 
the lunch break on the final morn¬ 
ing. The wicket was playing quite 
easy and the Bengal bowlers were 
not at their best. The batsmen kept 
their heads down and played each 
ball on merit—well enough to pull 
their side out of trouble. 

‘Bobji’ Rao has been quite suc¬ 
cessful with the bat this season. He 
had earlier h-t two centuries in 
Ranji League matches, against An¬ 
dhra and Kerala. But his unbeaten 
107 here was a gallant effort consi¬ 
dering the fact that it came when 
the odds were very much against 
his side. He, of course, had his •iharc 
of luck, ' when, at 50, he drove 
straight to Subroto Porel at mid-on 
and the latter floored a simple chan¬ 
ce. 


Rain and wet ground conditions 
prevented 535 minutes of play and 
restricted this Bengal Versus Hyde¬ 


But more appreciation was due 
foi young Ayub. The 22-year-oJd all- 
rounder had, earlier, overshadowed 


Test star 
accurate 
him three 
bat, too, 

meat. He started slower, taking 85 
minutes Just to open hia account, hut 
then settled to go for his shots. His 
unbeaten 81 was as good as three- 
figure innings, which be could well 
have reached had^ time permitted. 
This was Ayub’s first Ranji season 
and one is sure to hear more about 
this talented youngster in the years 
to come. 


B engal skipper raju mu- 

kberjee was surprised when 
Narasimaa Rao, after winning the 
toss, said: "You bat.” Raju asked 
incredulously: "Do you bat or do 
we?” "You bat”, came the repfy. 
Bobji, when later contacted, said: 
'‘'fhere was a bit of grass on the 
wicket. Also, there were a copple ot 
bad patches. 1 did not want to ex¬ 
pose my batsmen, mostly inexperien¬ 
ced, against the bowling of the Ben¬ 
gal seamers, at that stage.” 


Shivlal Yi 
off-spinners, 

Wfdcets, 
he snowed 




W 
give 
, Wilh^he 
fine tempera- 


Whatever maybe his reason, the 
Hyderabad skipper’s move to let 
Bengal bat first was not a wise one. 
as Bengal went on to score 281 for 
the loss of four wickets at the draw 
of stumps on the first day and. in 
the process, put Hyderabad on the 
defensive. 


np m 








urn a 

JymvfmM bowled too m9xq full* 
tOAsed and half-volleye and Bengal < 
openers Palash Nandy and Prabal 
Gnoah immediately started aending 
them to the fence. As many as 36 
runs were scored in Just 20 minutes 
when Naraaimha Rao was forced to 
introduce his spinners. But that 
could not check the Bengal openers, 
especially the experienced Nandy. 
What more a side can expect from 
their first wicket pair than 127 runs 
in even time? In fact. Prabal was 

S '/en out to a bat-pad catch by 
otijxrasad at leg slip off Ayub for 
, with which the batsman was not 
at all happy. "I played the ball de¬ 
fensively, out it hit only iny pads, 
but not the bat", he later add* 

But Prabal's departure did not 
disturb the flow of runs for Bengal 
as Palash was joined by his younger 
brother Pranab. These two looked 
well set for a long partnership when 
a brlllient catch by Vijay Mohan Raj 
ended the younger Nanay’s small but 
impressive innings of 33. The bsts- 
nian took a full^looded swing to a 
short-pitched delivery from Ayub. 
only to see Mohan Raj run about 10 
yards to his left and take a brilliant 
diving catch inches from the ground. 
But that was the only bright spot of 
an otherwise shoddy fielding by the 
Hyderabad players. 

Palash, at the other end. duly 
completed his seventh century in the 
Ranji Trophy. He is now just three 
runs short of his 2,000 mark. 

Palash Nandy is a player who al¬ 
ways loves to play his ihioXa —whether 
it is against Hyderabad or against 
Howrah Union (a local ^vision 1 side). 
And there was not a single shot in 
the art of cricket which the experi¬ 
enced opener did not execute during 
his aKractive 116-run innings. His 
knock was a chanceleas one. the 
only blemish being a lofted drive at 
98 od NarasimhA Rao which he al¬ 
most put to the hands of Yadav at 
midou. 

The quick departure of Ghosh, 
the Nandy brothers and Michael 
Dalvi—the latter was out quite 
cheaply when he tried to play a 
straight delivery from Ayub with the 
spin allowance and lost his wicket^ 
Bengal were about to lose the early 
initiative. Then came a gallant fight- 
back. 

Both skipper Raju Mukherjee and 
Udaybhanu Banerjee realised that a 
long Bengal innings depended very 
much on them and they started con¬ 
centrating fully. And only when they 
found themselves well set did they 
start playing their strokes and cat- 
ried tne home team from 199 for 
four to 281 for four at draw of 
stumps. Raju, of course, got a life* 
when Ayub at first slip floored him 
oil Sainatb, 

nPHE NEXT DAY WAS HOLl IN 
1 Bengal. Despite the fact that 
the CAB had made arrangements 
to get "he player to the ground, 




Palash Nandy fliehs to the Xoq to 


(they stayed at a centcal Calcutta 
hotel for the night) overnight rain 
saw the field completely waterlogged 
and no play wai^ possible. The 
ket, whidi was covered,- was alt right 
next morning but not the outfidd. 
So the umpires, after repeated ins¬ 
pections decided to resum« the tie 
only at 2.30 p.m. on third day after 
taking tea early. 

The only way of forcing a result 
from Bengal's point of view was to 
get some quick runs and then give 
tne bowlers sufficient time and runs 
to bowl out their opponents. In the 
process, Bengal lost two quick wic¬ 
kets, those of Raju Mukherjee (57) 
and Alok Bhattacharva before decla¬ 
ring their innings closed after an 
hour’s play at 333 for six. Udaybhanu 
remained unbeaten with 63, which 
Included a huge six off seamer Sai- 
nath that landed in the extra cover 
gallery. 

To score 334 runs in 325 minutes, 
plus 20 mandatory overs, for a vic¬ 



his attractive hundred 


tory was not at all an impossible 
target. But Hyderabad lost wickets 
at regular intervals to be five down 
for just 65. Then came the grand 
160-run, unbeaten eixth-wicket stand, 
between Naraslmna and Ayub- which 
pulled Hvderabad out of trouble. But 
one could not understand why these 
two did not go for the runs in the 
later stages of th^ matdi, keeping 
in mind the fact that thev hod ano* 
ther four wickets to follow—inclu¬ 
ding Shi vial Yadav, Jvotiprasad and 
Sainath who are no rabbits with the 
bat. 

And Hyderabad ultimately paid 
the penalty of playing too safe—and 
reiving instead, on the coin which 
had favoured Narasimha Rao the 
Orst time out. But Bobji obviously 
hadn't reckoned with the law of 
averages ! 


ALOK DASGUPTA, Calcutta 
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RANJi ROUND UPS 

Bombay, 

Maha¬ 

rashtra 

qualify 

P erhaps in no zone has 

there been such a levelling up- 
wards' as in the West Zone. The final 
points tabfe shows Bombay to be 
winners with 25 points, Maharashtra 
runners-up with 19» Baroda third 
with 16. followed bv Gujarat (13) 
and Saurashtra (9). 

And to think that Sauiashtra at 
one stage were fancied for the runn¬ 
ers-up berth ! In fact they scored 
400 against M«^ha^asihlra, taking first- 
innings point from them thanks to a 
splendid double century by Yajurvin- 
drasinh (214) who played for them 
on birth qutlification. But fitness pro¬ 
blems of their Bombay-based opener 
Dinesh Nanavati. whittled their batt¬ 
ing returns, especially against Bom¬ 
bay and they lost outriglit, which they 


should hoi hav^. this Severn Pht 
paid to their hopes and th(iv conced¬ 
ed a lead of 32 to Baroda in their last 
engagement. 

However Sauraslitra can look for¬ 
ward to better things in future from 
batsmen Kirit Chau han who display¬ 
ed plenty ol grit and determina¬ 
tion, especially against Bombay and 
Ashok Patel who is a tenacious bats¬ 
man. The consistent bowling of 
Naresh Parsana is also a happy 
augury. 

Maharasliti'd are back in the 
knock-out after a lapse of a year. 
Last year, they initiated a proocss of 
rebuilding, throwing overboard some 
players who were still capable of 
good service. It has paid dividends 
with several youngsters coming to 
the fore. That they could withstand 
the loss of their chief scorer, Yaiur- 
vindra, is a tribute to Maharashtra’s 
batting. Yajurvindra's absence was 
offset by the splendid consistency of 
skipper Raju Bhalekar who had scor¬ 
es of 123,81, 60,60 n.o. and 38. Open¬ 
ers Vijay Sharma, who hit three fifti¬ 
es. and left-hander Stanley Saldhana 
were in good nick with the latter 
getting a hundred against Bombay 
the only one to do so this season. 
Loft-arm spinner Nitin Khaniwale did 
the donkey work and young leg-spinn- 
er Sunil Gudge (5 for 45) was instu- 
mental in routing Gujarat for 124 in 
the crucial final encounter and pav¬ 
ing for the outright win which clin¬ 


ched the last eight berth. 

Salgaonkar continued to make the 
openings in the rival batting ranks. 

B ombay had a comfortable 

time, except against Gujarat and 
Maharashtra, who made brave to 
chase their total of 440 with Bhole- 
kar and Saldhana putting on over 
200 runs for the third wicket. While 
Dilip Veiigsarkar, Sandeep Patil and 
Suru Nayak took off the scoring bur¬ 
den from Sunil Gavaskar, Bombay 
must be disturbed by the lack of im¬ 
provement in Ghulam Parker, and 
Mandle, their new openers. Youngst¬ 
er Kshirsagar could well overshadow 
these two judging from his brief inn¬ 
ings of 16 on debut against Baroda. 

The depth in Bombay’s batting 
was emphasised by Zarapkar gelling 
95 in the tie against Baroda and 
Jadeja scoring fnequently and Ghavrl 
never having to stretch himself. Off- 
Spioner Zarapkar is settling down 
but Shivalkar is not able to run 
through the sides as of yore. Veng- 
sarkar had his best league season 
with scores of 51, 79. and 210 in his 
last three innings. He and Gavaskar 
lifted Bombay out of a tight spot 
against Gujarat who bundled Bom¬ 
bay out for 180. Bombay batsmen’s 
weakness against leg-spin manifested 
la this match. 

Gavaskar had escaped being stump¬ 
ed ofi Gudge in the match against 
Maharashtra. In the tie against Guja- 
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Diltp Vengsurkar^^rrumg the runs 


rat, leg-spinner Jayprakash Paudya 
harried the baUmen with a haul of 
4 for 35. But for Shivalkar’s four^ 
wi^et-haul aad ZarpUar’s three 
quick wickets, Gujarat may well have 
taken the lead. They floiahed nine 
runs abort, 

Gujarat’s inability to consolidate 
on this performance in their final tie 
against Maharashtra had much to do 
with the absence of Dhiraj Parsana 
who had muscle trouble in his back. 
The returns of spin-twins Asok and 
Uuay Joshi became scares. Gujarat 
also lacked a front-rank batsman %^o 
could play a durable innings and not 
once did they cross 250. Jayesh Desai, 
pitchforked into the West Zone re 
serves, did not flatter himself with 
his performances. In fact Pravin 
Desai showed out better. The perfor- 
niance of Pandya and youngsters 
Shrimali and Nainesh Amin is minm* 
consolation. 

Baroda beat both Gujarat and 
Saurashtra on the first innings but 
fell short by 13 runs of Maharash¬ 
tra’s score of 443. A draw against 
Bombay would have helped them 
through, but Maharashtra’s win over 
Gujarat shattered their hopes. Skipp¬ 
er Aunshuman Gaekwad appeared to 
have lost his appetite for centuries, 
his highest soore being 87. Ravi Desk- 
mukh maintained his advance with 
a century against Maharashtra. 
Satfaam and Jairaj Mehta batted use¬ 
fully down the order, but Ranjit 
Haiare^s fdnn that took him to the 
West Zone team, deserted him. Sea- 
mer Vinit Wadkar and left-arm Par- 
deshi bawMi well but Sbaukat 
Dudto wickets with the 

A CORRtSPONQENT BoiniMv 


Rajasthan 

regain 

Mewar 

Trophy 

O NCE A GREAT FORCE IN INDJ 
an rrickit Raiasthan, eight 
limes Ranji Tiophy runners-up, aio 
no more the same force. Last season 
tiiev failed to make even the knock 
out grade But this year, undei a 
changed leadership—formei Tcftt 
cricketer Parthasarathy Sharma had 
take n over from Kailash Gattani— 
Raiasthan did the incredible bv finish 
ing on top of the Ce^ntial Zone Tea 
ftue with 24 points and in the process 
won the Mewar Trophy Uttar Tha 
desh, last yt'ar’s zonal diainpions 
had to wait till Iheir last hUiiies 
against Vidhaibha to iniko the 
knockout grade as the lunnersup 
from the zone with 18 points MP j 
were pushed to the third spot with 13 ^ 
points followed bv Railways (13 | 
points) and Vidhaibha (nine points) 

Railways, who were the hos-ls to 
Raiasthan at New Delhi, restiided 
their opponents to a paltry 171 in 
their first innings after dismissing 
five batsmen for only 58 runs Tht 
lain-afFected pilch saw the hosts in 
a light corner when they batted lo^ 
ing nine wickets toi 150 But the last 
wirkel partnership between Aslam 
All and Tony Burrows rescued Rail 
ways and enabled them to take a lb 
iiin had 

Rajasthan once again batted inddf 
erently to lose nine wickets lor just 
87 luns Once again came a giand 
last wicket lecovcry and two young 
sters Bhanupratap Singh (a cousin 
of former Test star Hanumant Singh) 
and talented wicket kecpei Shailen 
dra Kaushik earned the score to 154 

And tactful captaincy by Pa it ha sa- 
rathy Sharma and poor batting saw 
Railways crawling on the final day 
and losing the match by only 14 luns 
Sharma, a shrewd skipper applied 
himself from one end and coatniuod 
with left arm spmnei Surcsh Shastn 
from the other to dismiss Railways 
for 124 runs. Sharma, madeatallv 
took 10 wickets in the match 

Rajasthan’s encounter against 
Vidharbha at the holy city ot Ajmer 
was highlighted by the batting per 
formanoe* of left-arm spmnei Suresh 
Shasln He hit his maiden oentmv 
(103) in the Raiiji Trophy and was 
.mgaged in a centuiy stand with 
Pramod Arya (60) 'fhe home leom 
scMiied 348 runs Vidharbha, despite 
104 ruiii jHrtnciship between Pra 
kash Butyl^(56) and Suhas Phadkai 
(•4). tprdfmiil out for 241 with Sharad 
Joshi MRIIg 5 fo! 31 


The Rajasifian wfCHci-Kt»9poi, 
Shailcndra Kaushik made a dream 
debut in this match taking eight 
fdtcheis behind the slumps which in 
cidentally is a Ranp lecord Raja¬ 
sthan finally won the match by nine 
wickets 

T he utpah phaulsh versus 

Rajasthan inatdi was high 
lighted by three contunes. Pai^a 
Shaima conliibutid 127 out of his 
team’s 27b ^iid A^h()k Bimbi hit 145 
and Gopal Shaima 101 iukI out as 
Uttar Pradesh rt plied with 380 and 
got the vital fust innings iMd 

In the match against Railways at 
Ntw Delhi Gopal Sharma once again 
showed his all round performance 
He claimed five wickets to restrict 
Railways to only IbO m thi first inn¬ 
ings and then scored a half century 
Sharma was ably assisted by Ashok 
Bainbi and Rdfiulfah and Uttar Pra¬ 
desh managed to take a 111 nin hist 
tnings lead Aslam Ah of Railways, 
who at one stage put Uttar Pradesh 
111 trouble finished with a career 
best haul of 7 lor 77 

At Nagpur, by virtue of then first 
innings h‘ad Madhya Prad-^sh last 
year’s zonal runnfi-.up earned five 
points against Vidharbha Vijay 
lelang a natural hardhitting open 
er of Vidhirbhd scored 91 

UP had then moments ot frustra¬ 
tion at the steel iity Bhilai when 
they failed to earn at least 
live points in th'^ii drawn 
tie against Madhya Pradesh MP 
made 283 in the first innings and l^P 
replied with 25J MP mcdium-pact^r 
Piadeep Banei )e<e bagged 4 for 54 
and leg spinm I Anand Pitel took 4 
lor 84 

But MP inanaged only throe point'- 
in their match against Rnlwiy^ An 
enterprising 162 by skipper Ibrahim 
y\nsdii enabled Railways to score 391 
m reply to MP’s 324 This match was 
a bdttk^ of first innings in which MP 
skippei Subodh Saxena after scoiing 
a fine 66 in the fiist knock, hit an 
unbeaten C't^tiiiy in the second 
Anand Pitel impicssc*d with hugiKig 
lies and took five wickets Railways 
also managed h\i points against 
Vidharbha 

When Rajasthdi. met MP at Taipu) 
they were placed on top of the tab!* 
with 19 i>oints and rueded onl\ a 
diaw to qualify for the knock-out 
stage But on an uiideipieparod 
Sawai Man Singh Stadium wick t 
Rajasthan, helped by a spaikhn^, 
hundred by skipper Paitha Sharma 
took a first innings lead and five 
points 

MP with lb points were No. 2, but 
UP with still one match left against 
Vidhaibha had 13 points and needed 
a first innings lead popts to make the 
knock-out giade The UP versus Vid 
harbha match, after being twice post¬ 
poned, finally look place at Bareilly 
Gopal Shaima once again shone with 
the bat and the ball and helped UP 
to get five points and a passport to 
the knock-out stage. 

PRAKASH BHANDARi Jaipur 




Sportspeopie 


Botham ready 


I S THERE ANY CAUSAL CON- 
nection between philo!>ophy and 
beards? We would not have hazarded 
a guess if only Mike Brearley, Eng¬ 
land's cricket captain sported a 
beard. Not only is Mike actually a 
man of philosophy, hr has a philoso- 

e itcal bent of mind too But when 
ike's team-mate and world’s young¬ 
est holder of the coveted doubles 
iccorci ifln BjOiam sports a board a 
well as talks philosophically, one is 
apt to search for a reason 

Botham, who was hinted as Eng¬ 
land’s next cricket captain, .sounded 
typically philosophic when he was 
told about it. “It would be a veiy 
great honour for me, but if it hap 
pens it happens In the meantime I 
shall continue to play and enjoy mv 
cricket”, he said ‘Things seem to be 
going very well at the moment, but 
if the Job were offered to me I would 
accept it of course, because it is the 
ambition of any aportsman to cap 
his countiy”, he added 

And who tipped Etotham as the 
naxt captain '' None Jess than the 
present incumbent himself On his 
arrival in London on February 21 


df XoartSNlta’wKl 

Brearley dedeied that he would not 
be avaiuble to go to the West Indto 
next winter. Brearley added he did 
not think that Ian Botham's game 
would suffer if the England captain¬ 
cy were given to the Somerset all- 
rounder, “It will be a hard task for 
whoever captains England in the next 
12 Tests.” 

Asked when he thought it might 
be a good time for someone to take 
over, Brearley said. “It will not be 
easy to start as captain during the 
Tests against West Indies, here or on 
the trip to the Caribbean which fol¬ 
lows — but then it is never particu¬ 
larly easy.” 

Tour Manager, Alec Bedser said 
that Botham's captaincy prospects 
would have been helped had he led 
his county. Somerset. But Brearley 
explained that Botham had been co¬ 
opted by the selection committee in 
Australia to see how he responded to 
the extra responsibility and he had 
done well. 

Botham re-stated he was “veiy 
pleased with the way the game went 
in Bombay and, of course, with my 
own performance. But I must confess 
I am not very bothered about 
records.” 

Botham is leaving for an unknown 
destination for a salmon fishing holi¬ 
day before pieparing tor the start 
of next season. 


DBiitt0r9St0<t turner ' 

nPHAT NEW ZEALAND WEEB 
^ without their champion batsman. 
Olenn lumer, for the recent Test 
series against the West Indies, isr^ 
known to all cricket-moths. 

After yet another highly successful 
season with Worcestershire Turner, 
32, returned to New Zealand and 
there were high hopes he would be 
available for the Test series. But he 
chose to take a television commenta¬ 
tor’s post for the summer, although 
he will be playing for his native Ota¬ 
go in the Snell Series inter-provindal 
contest. 

Turner was also unavailable when 
New Zealand toured England in 1978 
giving as his reason lor detaching 
his commitments in his benefiit year 
with Worcestershire. But behind it 
all. there has also been a long wrang¬ 
le over various matters with the New 
Zealand Board of Control. 

It Is not a happy situation Turner 
Is a great batsman, of that there is 
no question. He is also cxtiaordinari- 
Iv trank, and one could not imagine 
him having carved out a successful 
career in the diplomatic corps But 
he is basically a very honest, out¬ 
spoken person, and he has oflenued 
cricket enthusiasts over recent years 
by his attitude. He is a full-time pro¬ 
fessional and unfortunate as il may 
be, the days when one played foi 
one's countiy simply for the honour 
ot it have gone. 

Not that the television commit¬ 
ment is earning him a turtune It is 
understood that he will actually be 
poorer, by a small amount by taking 
the job rather than by playing tor 
New Zealand. There is a strong be¬ 
lief that Turner is simply not inter¬ 
ested in Test cricket any mure. He 
has no need to play m lest matches 
to promote his reputation. 

Whatever may be the fact, that 
New Zealand won the senes credi¬ 
tably beating West Indies in the first 


Test 

and 

drawing 

the 

•ecoilil 

and 

the 

third 

without 

him 

does 

not 

detract 

in the 

least 


from the ment of this dependable 
batsman one ot whose well-known re¬ 
cords is to have scored 1,000 runs be¬ 
fore June. 

'First c/ass' opener 

T here is something that’s 

vciy letiedOing about K &ri- 
kartins appioacli to batting Ibis 20- 
year-old opening batsman from Tamil 
Naou is piobdbiv one of tho most 
exoting finds fiom the Siaie in the 
last couple of Sv.a. 0 n 8 . 

It is common knowledge that one 
of the cardinal pniiciples in 
the opener’s rule book is one 
of staying put during the initial 
stages of the innings. And il 
is precisely bteaus^ he throws 
this tenet to the winds that maKv 
hib batting so very refreshing, so 









very excitinie. His pnilosophv 
IS fairly simple; the ball 
is to be hit—as hard and as often as 
possible. Maybe, one who lives by 
the sword often perishes by it. But 
that’s another story. What is impor¬ 
tant is that this youngster has been 
getting good runs this season. 

SHkanth played his first Ranji tro¬ 
phy match last season. It was an un¬ 
eventful first season This year, he 
figured in all the four Ranji Trophy 
matches Tamil Nadu played and his 
best effort was a 66 against Karna¬ 
taka His first ’big’ match was against 
KalhcharranS West Indies when he 
turned out for the India *under*22' 
team He captained the Jrdia ‘under- 
19’ team in two of the five ‘Tests’ 
against the Pakistan juniors last year 
and scored an aggressive 102 m the 
Calcutta ‘Test*. 

Playing for South Zone early this 
year against Asif Iqbal’s Pakistams he 
made a 90 and followed it up with a 
string of excellent innings in the re¬ 
cently concluded Virzy Tiophy tour¬ 
nament Turning out for South Zone, 
he secord 52 and 122 (90 mts) m the 
semi final against West and 52 and 
146 (136 minutes) in the final 

against North 

At school (Vidya Mandii) Siikanth 
hguied as a middle order bat but in 
college, he opened the innings be 
cause of the non avall^ibility of a le 
gular opener Now a fourth year 
Flettncal Pngmecimg student of at 
the College of Engineering, Guindy 
Siikanth has an enviable recoid of 
maintaining a first class throughout 

About his game he says ‘’Many 
people have advised me not to chan 
my aggressive game but at the 
same time not to neglect my defeiv 
ce I guess there is a lot of truth in 
that That is why I niamlain that my 
ounger brother, K Srinath' who has 
ecn hitting the headlines at school 
level cricket, is a far better openei 
than 1 am” 

Skier Nadia 

G uess what nadia comaneci 

the overall Olympic gymnastics 
champion of 1976 was doihg in 
December? Skiing' Unless memory 
betrays wou, vou will re' '^mbei that 
Nadia sustained an injui luring the 
latest World Championships in Foil 
Worth. She had to bid adieu to the 
championship midway, paving the 
way for the success of Nelli Kim who 
won her first-ever all-round title 

Nadia resorted to ski-ing with o 
view W regaimng her form. She has 
recovered from her injury and has 
started active training for the Mos 
cow Olympics. 

After leaving hospital in Decern 
her, she went to the mountains 
where she speot her vacations ski lUg 
every day. “Ski-ing not onW helped 
me to regain good general physical 
condition but also created 
an excellent working mood”, she 
said* ‘^Now I am glad to return 



Will Nadta stage a comeback’ 


to the gym ” Nadia herself and her 
coaches Maita and Bela Konoly — 
want to change somewhat her com¬ 
position compared to the latest 
World Championships and trust that 
the judges at Moscow will praise 
their work 

Wnat about her other plans lor the 
Olympic year ’ Nadia said she wasv 
facing an important task ot passing 
exit exams at the Lycee and success 
fully passing entrance ^xams to the 
Institute of Physical Culture and 
Sport. 

No future for pros 

HEN AT THE TENDER AGP 
of eight he lost his parents 
one didn’t know what lay ahead But 
fortune took him as its own child 
and smiled in the form of Abdul 
Lalif Little did the child realise that 
one day he would be a name in 
squash His mentor godfathei taught 
him all the tricks ol th»e game so 
that today, he is the country s top 
pr t^''Siandl quash pliyti Antonu 
Michael I ranciy, who has w< n th 
National pro title four times lianas 
would have made it four in a row 
but he was thwarted by his tradition 
aV rival, Maharashtra’s Shyamhl 
Verma For several years the hgh* 
has been confined to tin sc tw j i 1 
it seems that this rivaliy would m i 
tiniie foi sonic tinif nioie Of com m 
V( rm I d d h at the Bombas b ru 
Calciitlaii thr>c( 

Previously m 1 kL j c* i 
more protcssionai ^ <5 ii 
itikcu a back scat o* a i h 

ot iacilities and m ^ikcU \ r 
professionals had i -tck uitiiM 
abroad Uuii as m aiuu heu u» 
til ind unless coiiinuuial fiim:i co*a 
lorwjid to rv,vive piofcsMonahsni 
‘ Iho udsorj why Pakistan iS ilu 
lx St IS because ol better lacilitus 
iiioie cvmp<^lition> for the pi<»s and 
inrcntivi lo top rt all, than is lb 
PJA hi playcxs an*' taku 

them am Odd for tour i imont 
I ranns aid, adding * th* conn i 
tion thcic is keen as th*. fiis’ t ^ 
plavei come under th' tut \ > 

PI A” li‘re Rafiq did r»i)t i< K rJt 
risk of turning pro a:, 
he oin eXpcct thiou#^h tio t o 


he graduated gad took off tor 
Arabia, where m geciured omploy- 
ment To keep his game alive, he 
plays squash only for his oountry. 
The same was the case with Rafiq *3 
< Idei brother Rashid, who la a pro in 
a Biiniingham squash dub Rashid, 
also trained under Francis, has won 
many county titles in the United 
Kingdom and is doing well there. 

i ranas, too, was offei ed a coach¬ 
ing job in Canada in 1973 — on a 
handsome salary of $16,400 per 
annum But he turned down the offer 
because he had to take care of his 
two little sisters Although Franas 
did some pnvate coaching for some 
time 111 the UK nostalgia brought 
him back “They do pay well even 
IN piivate coaching,” ho said 
International Franas, who has 
been a professional sauash coach for 
about a decade, has oeen the Cab 
(uttd Racquet Cmb coach sinoe 1962. 
He trains both young aqd old ot 
both sexes iruitiuily The efficacy of 
his coaching is evident Ironi the fact 
that his nephew Latif Rabq was jum* 
Ol Ndiioiidis champion thiice Latif 
Rafiq s tiiumphs can be said to be 
1 raiic.s’s ‘p rsoual achievement’, be¬ 
cause Rdfiq happens to be the son of 
1 rancis’s godfather, Abdul Latif This 
IS I rancis’s way of returning the fav¬ 
ours done to him Then at the recent 
Calcutta Nationals, Dinair All Khan, 
tiainmg undif'r Jbrdiias, did well by 
upsttting sixth seeded Mayappan of 
Madi IS Fiancis says “Another very 
tab nlcd player is the 14 year 0 I .4 Anil 
Gidwaui He is vi ry keen and when- 
f vv-i hi finds time he’s with the rao* 
qu t ]{ ht continues m this fashion, 
I won't be surpiLcd if Anii begins to 
cause ups Is at the national kvel in 
the neai future ” 



f hero of many a battle 


\> ij lop piofes'^ional among the 
^ l^ i hi Fianas, m add tion to ins 
i t 1 h dional titles has notched up 
1 u)‘h IK VV<st<in and Eastern In^ii^ 
t 5 ' each H< has had the 
II partif jpating ui llu^ 

) i \ it W( mbU V ((f K ) jnj 
f 7) playi ig gainsd 

i^> I IS Ilk' Ilasiiim KlMa 
» I uha I Okh (U K| 

li , *-1 fPikistiii) ittincnd 

> t) I* I ui II im 11 s in HoiiJ 
i k n \ month a 
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Madras reign supreme 

^ MADRAS : It is common 

knowledge that iversitydevel 
morU competitions are most often 
VMa not perfunctory exerases. It 
may be contended that this feature 
la not exclusive to the college and 
university levels but is, in fact, the 
bane of Indian sports But when 
aompetitions at school and university 
Hivela are reduced to little beyond 
farces, it calls for some 'attention 
(and action) from all those who 
nave been crying themselves hoarse 
from rooftops “catch 'em young, 

; groom 'em young *' 

Mhdras University recently hosted 
tbe All India Inter'universities 
' Women's Tennis Championship As 
‘ par the original schedule, the 

V ohampionshib was to be spread over 
^'•Ix days and involve 14 participant 
‘'universitlss. The tournament was 
Kpventual^ truncated to three days, 

^ with four teams participating. In 

V Other words, 11 varsities used the 
iMmdard “due-to-unavoidable- 
circumstances'' line to cry off from 

"the championship. That tor yoit» is 
m extent to which our unlveTsitles 
Are concerned about sports and 
fporta oompetitloiis 

For the records, Madras Univer«itv 
'ywwtth national women's champion 
neetha Ahluwalla and Rama Rao 
their ranks—beat Delhi 3-1 to 
im the title for the seventh time 
its inception. Nursing an 
red arm Amreetha deeded to 
ault her singles match against 
tt Peshwaria m the final The 
mbit was obviously to enable 
reetha to put in her best for the 
Mas (with Rama Rao) and try 
beat the less-fanded Mala 
al In her reverse singles The 




Aisre«tha’s plavinff arn 
ted). Anu was !ne best 


player 


The doubles tie will be 

bared for on error or service 
lid to some ill-feeling and 


erf the second eet, the Delhi 
i broke Rama Ego’s service to 
But after changing tides, 
Mtha served (instead of Anu) 
tovesled pfcoresfor Madras. The 
r was discovered midway through 
flftb game and after much 


heated discussion, this game was 
replayed 

The Delhi girls (especially Anu) 
%vere also upset about quite a few 
line dedtions. The confusion was 
compounded by the absence of lino 
referees. And* mind you, this was 
the final of an AIMndia inter- 
universities tournament 

After the doubles (which put 
Madras ahead 2-1) the Delhi girls 
were in no mood to carry on the 
contest further and conceded the 
reverse singles to give Madras the 
title without any further effort. 

ASHOK K AMATH 

Dempo win again 

PAN^JI: Had there been any 
custoaibn other than Eugenio 
Cardoz, Dempo’s atadel would have 
been in a shambles against Sesa in 
the cruoal second-leg outing of the 
recent Goan senior division soccer 
league. Cardoz has been in 
tremendous form this season as he 
amply proved by fordng a draw 
Witn three superlative saves, which 
would have done credit to the beat 
goalkeeper in the country. Most 
commendable is that he conceded 
only four goals in the 25 matches he 
played this season, including the 
one against Taca (joa and the two 
exhibition ties against Sesa 

After tasting defeat, which wag 
the only one in the first leg, Sesa 
seemed to have been enUnsly 

/NS MYSORE CHAMPS 




revaoipfld « they dixplaym} is tbeir 
McofHf outing wrainst Oempo, But 
Oaiu Fortune did sot amile on thw 
and tbey bad to be content with ^ 
second spot ones again in the 
league, becauae defending champions 
Dempo were fortunate to have a 
better goal average of 52>S against 
Sesa's 42-6, Thus, last year’s lea^e 
position bmained unalter^, with 
each collecting 31 pointa from 18 
outings. 

Sesa bad an outside dhanc^ of 
wresting the title in case Vasco had 
beaten Dempo and likewise if they 
bad triumphed over Salgaocar in 
the ultimate match. The end of 
the first leg saw both Dempo and 
Sesa tied at 16 points from nine 
cmcounters In fact, Sesa were 
lucky not to lose to Siridao and later 
was made to sweat before beating 
newly-promoted Santos by a lone 
goal Their match against 
Salgaocar was abandoned as the 
referee was manhandled by 
irate spectators, following a fierce 
collision between rival players. In 
which the erring Salgaocar footballer 
was shown the red card Contrary to 
expectauons, there was no replay 
and Sesa wer« awarded full pomts 
But It did not mean that Sesa were a 
better side, as In the second leg, 
Salgaocar held them 2-2 Anyway 
Salgaocar managed third place 
after bolding Vasco to a draw, 
while Sesa got the better of Vasco 
in both legs 

AJITK MOVE 
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NAVY MEN IN ACTION.. Nin^ tanms took port in the onnuol Weftsrn 
Pleat Aeontto held at the Bombay Harbour recently. Reionino champion 
I. N. S. DunagH hod to make my far J. N. S, Myeore, umich had a two- 

lai ' . ‘ ■ 


ikrant, 
Copt f. 
Curtotji, 


^ £t wkich /ktiehed with 47 potnu. Picture thoiee the tcinnerr 
. J, S Knurano roeowng tho "Cock of the Fleet" from Admintl Jal 
i. formtr Chkf of Nam Staff 



















Cricket 
balls: 
Good and 
bad 

IN 1755 THE FIRST TREBLE 
1 stirhed seemed cricket ball, pro¬ 
totype of the modem product, yvaa 
manufactured md presented to the 
Fnnce of Wales, later George IV; the 
makers Duke & Son subsequently 
received the Royal Warrant, 

The else and weight of the ball 
have remained unchanged since about 
those times and no attempt has ever 
been made to prescribe materials or 
method irf manufacture: until now. 

Law 5 requires only that the ball 
shatl be ot certain weight and circum¬ 
ference, the latter measurement be- 
mg determined by ring gauges, the 
exaa uae of wnich has not always 
been clear Some gauges nave been 
seen wnere the metal has been hied 
away to make way for the seam I 

Ihe method of construction Is time 
proved as tar as the major manu- 
taauiers are concerned, but not per 
hops otners fabrication ot such an 
important characteristic as the seem 
L not governed by any Law and it is 
admitted that since the last War that 
tne Oepth has incTeaaed to meet the 
requests of the nrst class players. 

Ill these circumstances it Is to 
imagine why the present day wrangle, 
regarding the bail in use, in some of 
our snow piece matchM so ofeen 
arises between players and the 
umpires. 

The offldals with no instrumaiBfei 
to assess the validity of the complaint, 
rely on a trusty eye and a certain 
understanding of gamesmanship. The 
players perhaps seeking a ball with a 
more pronounced seam of harder ip 
mass attempt to make the change. 

Accordingly it seemed worthwhile 
to examine some of the balls likely 
to be used not only m the first class 
game, but also in club cricket, where 
cost becomes a very material con¬ 
sideration. 

With the oo-operatlon of aavaral 
manufacturers, clubs and individuali 
and espac,ally the help of Dr DoDald 
Morris (who protestM tba sample 
selection waa too smattj and hia attff 
at the Brunei Unlveraf^ a number «f 
new and uaed bells were subjected to 


accurate measurement of size, weight 
and bounce. 

Just as the results were to hand, 
the test development programme the 
British Standards Institute had un¬ 
dertaken for the Br.tish Sports end 
Allied Industries Federation and the 
Cricket Council waa also completed. 
The work of Peter Dawe, who con- 
ducted the programme for the BSI at 
Hemel Hempstead will go a long wav 
to ensuring that all cricketers 
whether engaged in public park or 
Test Match arena, will know the 
qualities of the ball in use 

In The Sunday Telegraph investiga¬ 
tion nine balls were examined, these 
were drawn from manufacturers and 
club stock, both used and new three 
hand sewQ, quartered English made 
balls, and Australian white ball, two 
machine sewn English balls and three 
hand sewn, quartered Indian balls. 
The retail pricea ranged from over 
£20 for the beat quality English balls 
to around £6 for the Indian variety. 

The BSI newly developed atandards 
for weight and drcumterence are al¬ 
most identical to the existing T.4iw 5 
parameters and after test it was 
found only two top quality Engllah 
balls, one used and the other new, 
met all the reauired standards 



I T SHOULD BE STATED THAT 
most of the remaining balls were 
clo<e to the requirements which 
allow a 5mm tolerance in circumfei- 
ence and 7 9 grammes in weight 
Bounce from a drop of 178rm on to a 
ti’ed floor, varied from 30 per cent 
off the aeam (English new machine 
lewnl to 31 per cent in the case of a 
hand Mwn Enallah ball fresh from 
uae in a County flxture. 

Figuraa for the aorlaa confirm tbo 
boliof that a new ball glvea more 
bounce than a uaed ball, but poonee 


off the seam or the smooth surface 
is almost identical 

The BSI commenced work on 500 
balls, rejecting on a preliminary sort 
some half of that number, eventuplW 
reaching a position where 50 balls 
were tested at Edgbaston by Phfl 
Edmonds, Bob Willis, David Brown 
and others as bowlers to Chris Balder- 
ston and Barry Dudleston 

Identifled onlv by code mnifbers 
the balls were of various qualities 
and later questioning produced a 
conclusive demonatratloo of tbO 
modern cricketer’s feel for a good 
ball, because with uncanny acrari^ 
the group preferred the balla of toe 
highest standards. 

Comments were made roffaii*OlB 
the varifaue seams met day by tuv 
anu atver consultation boiweon Uw < 
mauutaciurers ana tne Bbi a formula 
was agreed, th« oalls made ana pror 
aenteo tor approval to a moeuog pf 
tue coumy captains at Lord's Imi 
summer. 

The BSI used some ingaaiottl 
macDinery to teat existmi bails fPr ; 
waaraoiucy and nsroneaa and havd ' 
iticurporaied the nnouga into tbd 
speoucations aa wall as denning thd 
gauge ot tnroad and numbar of 
siucnea for the stam. 

U is hoped that Mr next soasogf 
bails Will be available witb not only 
tiie manutacturers name, but slap 
bearmg tOe tamillar BSI Kite aUli 
and an impression Urado 1, 2, 3 or 4 
depenning on the standards met Ut 
the course of production and finlsn* 
wnich Will be subject to raodool 
but fiequent check. 

The variety of trade names adoptod 
at present causes coofusion, but Ih 
future the standard of manufactitid ‘ 
will be immediately apparent, to tba 
great beneut of the ggme and ^a 
players. Altogether a most progrefr 
sive step forward as a result of unity 
of purpose from all concerned. 

The Irritating stoppages In the 
game may be less frequent aim dubt 
will know they are getting value iotf 
money. Standards may need to bo 
marginally higher than now for a 
Grade 1 ball; but British manulat^ 
turers are conhdent ot their abilltr 
to stand in favourable compariaon 
with all comers and they will be UrSt 
in the field. 

A closing thought suggests that 
if BSI standard applied to halls in 
India then recent aggravavion may 
have been avoided and also that ff 
a scheme could be devised for bats, 
then the Lillee incklent in Australia 
would not have occurred. 

The ajipoaranoe and feel of tbo 
used Inoian balla auggosu that a 
false economy may accrue to dub# 
opting to uao tboae in prefofenoa to 
tbo brat quality English variaty. 

RUSSEL MARCH 













(1) FREE FOR ALL Au!>tralta*s Ann 
Frances gets cD right kick from Vani 
Seangswang of Thailand tn their 
women^s free^style boxing inatch at 
Bangkok Ann Frances won on pomts. 


(2) DASH RECORD Houston Me- 
Tear (right) hits the tape to set a new 
world record at the Muhammad Ah 
Tnvkatton tndoor track meet in Long 
Beach, Caltforma* 


(3) WINNING BrazU^s Claudi GtroUo 
Ftlho holds the vtcior^s trophy while 
a team member pours the cnampagne> 
He won the Brazil Cup 350 cc ajedol 
motorcycle race in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
On his left ts Venezuela's Johnny 
Cecotto, who came fourth and uf 
standing m front of another Vene 
zuelan Cartos Lavado, second 











SURPIUSE SELECTION Sunderland 
midfielder Shaun Elhott, who was 
tailed up by England for the under- 
21 } wr(yi>ean ( hamptonship Hts selec 
lion was 'something of a ^rprvse as 
Llhott had been converted from a 
powerful centre half to mulftelder 
only m the past month, 

tANTlie SAVU Peter Shilton a 
goalkeepfi with Nottingham Forest 
Football Clubf executeb an acrobatic 
^avp during a Uague match 


ARSl NAl INIO IHL Lt AD Wilhe ^ 
Youn^ (right) hammers the ball mto 
the net to pul Arsenal in the lead in h 
the minute of the first division " 

match against Bolton Wanderers at 
Utah bun/ I ondon. 
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KEEGAN AGAIN England's Kevm Keegan (right) causes problems for the Republic of Ireland dunng a Euio- 
pMn Champi^htp at Wembl^ Ot^ players are Laurie Cunningham (second left) and David Johnsom Ireland 
players aie Chris Hughton (left), Davm O'Leary (third left), Liam Bvadti (thfrd right) and Marh Laiorenecn 
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ACROSS 


1 Not quite a hit (4, 4) 

4 And 7 ac. Acquire knowledge by 
way of racing Information 7 (4, 2, 
1, 3. 4) 

7 See 4 ac. 

10 Unusually good (4) 

11 Number of deadly sine (5) 

14 A set of drums (5) 

15 Volcanic mountain In Sicily (4) 

18 A meeting for discussion (10) 

19 The people working a ship or alr> 
craft (4) 

20 King, queen or jock (4. 4) 

DOWN 


1 Unfair (3, 7) 

2 Where It’s all fishy ? (6) 

3 Poor in quality, as In: “He is no 
— cricketer” (4)* 

5 Mischievous children (4) 

6 An annual race run at Doncaster, 
one of the classics of the flat¬ 
racing season (2, 5) 

8 Revelation to see No. 1 batsman ? 
(3-8) 

8 Was a close thing in a horse-race r 
(3, 2, 1, 4.) 

12 The start of a football match 
(4-3) 

13 A detested thing, as in "Blood 
sports are — to him" (8) 

16 Any of the sections of a golf- 
course (4) 

17 A stake put up by a poker-player 
before drawing new cards (4) 


(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


Answers by Sudhir Vatdya 


8. P. Manda, Matkambeda. 

Q: What Is Sunil Qavaskar’s high¬ 
est score In Ranjl Trophy? 

A; 282 runs made by Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar In the Ranjl Trophy fixture against 
Bihar in Bombay (at Braboume Stad¬ 
ium) in 1S71-72 to hie oafeer-highest 
bdOhA.. 


ATTENTION READERS 

Entries for 'Question Box' must 
either be written on the back of 
a post card or pasted on it. mar¬ 
ked "Question Box", and sent 
to SPORTSWORLO. 6. PrafuHa 
Sarkar Street. Calcutta-700001. 
Entries sent in inland letters or 
envelopes will not be entertained. 

Further, since we receive a regu¬ 
lar flood of entries, readers must 
be prepared to wait for a mini¬ 
mum of two months before their 
queries can be answered - Editor 


Q: Who was the West Indies cap¬ 
tain in 1960-61 Brisbane tie Test? 

A: Sir Frank Worrell led West 
Indies in the only tie Test of oricket 
history. 

Sarthak Chowdhury, Kaiyaill. 

Q: What Is the Test record of Basil 
D'Oliveira 7 

A: Basil O’Oliveira of England has 
scored 2,464 runs in 70 innings of 44 
Tests, at an average of 40.06, with 
eight times unbeaten. His highest score 
among his five centuries is 158 made 
against Australia at The Oval In 1068 


Quiz 


RanjiiGhose 


Blnoy Sarkir, Ratabarl. 

Q: On what basis is the 'Man of 
the Match’ award given to a cricketer ? 

A: The ‘Man of the Match’ award Is 
given to a cricketer, who helps his 
side to change the complexion of the 
entire match, or for some outstanding 
performance in the match. 

Premananda Nayak, Heragoharl 8ahl 
Purl. 

Q: Was Don Bradman an opener ? 
What is his Test batting record ? 

A: No, Bradman was not an open¬ 
er. He scored 6,996 runs in 80 innings 
of 52 Tests with 10 times not out at 
an average of 99.94 runs per frmings, 
his highest score being 694 made 
against Australia at Leeds In 1930. 

Mohd. Jawald -Aklnai. Allgarti. 

Q; Which wicket-keeper from India 
and world has dismissed most bats- 
ment by stumping 7 

A: WAS. Oldfield of Australia has 

stumped 52 batsmen behind the 

stumps. For India, Syed KirmanI holds 
the record of a maximum of 23 stump- 
ings in 40 Tests, till the Madras Test 
between India and Pakistan. 

Shekar, Mulund, Bombay. 

Q; Before the recently-concluded 

series, how many Tests were played 
by Pakistan without any of the four 
Mohammad brothers ? 

A: The third Test played by 

Pakistan against En^and at Karachi in 
1977-70 is the only Teat In which none 
of the four Mohammad brothers played 
for Pakistan. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 51 



QUESTIONS 

1. Who delivered the first ball of 
the Ranjl Trophy? To whom? 

2 Who became the first player to 
enter the record-book of the Ranji 
Trophy championship? 

3. Which is the only Ranji Trophy 
tie to have been over In a single 
day ? 

4. While a ciicketer played a big 
part in the triumph of his State 
in the inaugural Ranji tie, his son 
played a significant role in the 
corresponding zone’s victory in 
the inaugural Ouleep Trophy tie. 
Who are they ? 

5. Who is the only player to have 
scored a century againsc all the 
five zones ‘n Duieep Tropny ? 

6. Which bowler Is credited with the 
only hat-trick in Duieep Trophy 7 

7. Who scored the first century in 
Irani Cup 7 

6. Who has scored moat centuries 
in Irani Cup ? 

9. What Is the lowest total (one Inn- 
1 ings) in Duieep Trophy? 

: 10. Who is credited with the highest 
individual score in Duieep 

Trophy ? 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


Bor s Schapiro 


The European Bndg© Cup sponsored by 
Philip Morns International Is now In its 
fourth year This weekend the fourth 
tournament of the series is being held (n 
Copenhagen with subsequent events to 
come in Hungary Tel Aviv Switzerland 
London and Blarntz 

This was a hand played by my partner 
Martin Hoffman in an earlier heat In 
Brussels to earn us an above average 


4 85 
y A83^ 
Q AQ84 
4 1095 
74 


East dealt at game ail and the bidding 
was short and simple 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

pass 

If 

patf 

*♦ 

peat 

4* 

pati 

p.i. 

paei 


After one of a major has been raised to 
two by partner, there are two recognised 
methode of trying for game By pre 
arrangement a player may bid either the 
aide auit in which he wante help, or hie 
shortest side eult With a minimum raise 
to two partner elqna df^ in three of the 
agreed major, with a maximum ralsa he 
goes to game In the major With a 
moderate raise he Judges whether such 
outside values that he holds will fit well 
with partner's hand or not Clearly my 
uartnei subscribed to a third school 
thought-the bashers approach! 

West led the Jack of diamonds and 
declarer ruffed the diamond continuation 
The problem was to avoid the loss of three 
heart tricks It would be enough to find 
either opponent with both top hearts but 
the opening lead placed East with 0 A O 
so after his initial pass he could hardly 
hold 52 A K as well Equally West w tn 
both ^ A and ^ K might well have led 
one so divided honours seemed probable 
If either defender held a doubleton 
honour (and declarer guessed which 
defender it waat) the contract could be 
made by force but Hoffman found a neat 
way of improving his chances He drew 


score 




trumps In two rounds, ending In dummy 
then led J East played low imagmmg 
that declarer might be faced with a guess 
it he held say K 10 in hearts and later 
on a secor\d heai't lead from the table 
gave South hrs tenth trick 
As the curds lay Fast was clearly wrong 
not to cover ^ J but the position was not 
yet clear to him and t* was an easy mistake 
to make At most tables four spades 
failed by one tnck 

Last week s quiz At love all South holds 
40<7AK*40J10 34A 10 742 
North opens one diamond and South 
responds two clubs North bids two 
spades and at this point South does best 
to bid a simple three diamonds After his 
response at the Two level and North s 
reverse the bidding cannot stop short of 
game and as a slam seems possible. 
South can agree diamonds as trumps 
and start cue bidding later Although 
not wrong the fourth suit bid of three 
hearts does not advance the cause much 

This week s quiz At love all South holds 
4A 10 98652J93OO10 94A5 
North open! one club and South res-' 
ponds one-spade What should South 
call after North reblds three-clubs'’ 


Chess 


|P<lt4r 


Readers of my article of Oc tober 16 must 
have gathered that i am a Spassky fan 
and confident about his prospects m the 
Final Candidates Match However, the 
majority of experts probably favour 
Korchnoi and Raymond Keene who 
acted as his second in the match at 
Evian has even put it forward that 
Korchnoi could prove a dangerous threat 
to Karpov 

Writing In the October issue of the 
Brittsh Chess MSQsiine, Keene manages 
to compare his principal not only with 
Lasker but also with Botvinnik and 
Alekhine This Is an excess of zeal but 
there is no doubt that a game like the 
following one does reveal the sort of 
wizardry that one associates with the 
very greatest masters 
Whits Viatat narilihaitBiack LevIPaluoa* 
y«vaky« Quean t Gambit Declined Semi 
Oefanci (7th Game, Sem) f>nal Candidates 
Match Evisn 1977) 

1 t Kteliei 

• eS. KfbdTt a Sib, da a 

7 Bx<4. bl) • Bdl, Bbt 


9 6-0. b4t lOKlea. Be7 

ff Ktsfa.KtRt9f ite4,a-a 

Up to here play had followed the third gome of 
the match Now Korchnoi vanes from the 13 eS 
played there 

13 Qea. bt: 14 Be9. Ret 

IS Rfdl. cS; IS d X c. K1e4 

17 Bd4, eSI. IS hS. exdS 

IS h X g4, R X eS. SO OdS. aS 

21 Rael, Od7 

Black ought rather to have exchanged Rooks 

22 R X cS. R X eS; 23 gif b x o 

24 Q X gS, Qe7; 2S ObS. gS 

fi Obt. OfS; 27 Rc4. dS 

28 eS, 6f8' » R X d3, Re4 

38 Rd8l... 

The Alekhine touch I The Rook cannot be taken 
because of 31 Ktg5 wh le 30 6 x f3 permits 

31 R X o 8 + 

30 . . . Qg4; 31 Rif, RfS 

32 b3. Rdai 33 Kt X d4. Q X d4 

34 R X gi M . . 

Black must accept th s offer The thrust 96 will 
lead to a won ending 

34., RxgSf 3SOxgS+.Kbl 

98 ObS . KgS; 37 eS, Oe4 

39 e X f I . R X n; 39 QfS. Obi r 

40 Kb2, Oh7 , 41 KgS. OdS 1 

42 ff3. O X c4, 43 OdS-i . Reaigns 


Competltlgn 0341. Solution next week 
White 


I I 

s H Mi 5 Hi Hil 


iJSItxwJMLi 


BlacH 

Wh te to play How thou d the game fm sh? 

Solution to 0348 (Tarraaeh-Melaer. Nurn- 
berg. lilO) (SK1r/pSpRb1/1pqrn2p/8p9/ 
3ptRl/3Ft01/l*RP02RR/IRK1 - White to 
play.) Tarrasch who had g van h a opponent 
the odds of a Kn ghf dec ded the v^ame with a 
beautiful combination ?4Rxg7ii Kt x o7 25 
BxhB Rhxh6(or26 Rd x h6 26 0b8f) 26 
Oxo74 Kxg7 27 f8>^0 < KgS 28 Qf7 + 
Kg8 29 0f6f Kh4 30o3Ti^ 

Rroblom Ro 1011. Solut on next week 
V. Bartolevle (First Prize Out Schwa/be 1904) 
(b10tbK1/S y 3R1Rp1/1 / 3R1M / r4P2/ 
1SSRq3 /1 /8-1 white men; 8 bleek.) 
White to play and rnate m two movea 
Solution to No 1010 (Llvahlte). (l/b4S2/4pl 
H/OfS4/3k4/8Rr/S1K3p1/l-mate In two.) 
1 Bt3 (threat 2 Oc3) (a) 1 Ke3 2 Od2 (b) 
1 Kc4 2 0b4 
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Great taste makes it 
the largest selling 
filter in the East 



From man to man. 

From State to State, 
the fame of No 10 Filter 
is growing In West 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa: 
Assam and Arunachai 
Pradesh/Sikkim and 
Meghalaya; thousanus 
are changing to the great 
taste of No 10 Filter. 
Making it the largest 
selling filter cigarette in 
Eastern India. 

And the taste of No. 10 
Filter is spreading. 

Over Uttar Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. 


9II0HM8 BMJUim 
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Dress Fabrics, Suitings, Shirtings and Sarees. ^ 
In pure polyester, cotton and blends 

The Morarjee Qoculdas Spinning and Weaving Co. Ltd 
Bombay 400 012. 
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P. K. B^nerjee 
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Imran Khan 

/Why we lost to India' 
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HOW FRIENDLESS fS MISHA ? 

Never before have the Olympics 
been held In a socialist 
country And never before has 
there been so much politics 
In the staging of the Summer 
Games While the Moscow 
meet Is barely four months 
away, Ran|ltkumar Ghose tries 
to find out which way the 
political wind Is blowlna In a 
campaign piece, Chlranjeev 
details his recent visit to the 
Soviet Union, while Sydney 
Friskin assesses the British 
situation 



WHY I LEFT MOHUN BAGAN 

Former International and now 
India's leading club roach 
P K Banerjee explains his 
reasons for switching over to 
East Bengal Also on pace 34 
a report on Calcutta transfer 
In Singapore 


IS WHY WE LOST TO INDIA 

In a hard-hitting article Imran 
Khan lists the causes of 
Pakistan's 2-0 defeat In the 
recent series In India 
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Paying 

and 

knowing 

G r vlshwanath was 

tightly cheered and given 
an ovation on his completing 
oUOl) runs jn test CTJcket on 
the thud do> of Ihe Golden 
Jubilee Test at Bombay but 
what followed when he got 
out was -the most unrewarding 
utep^ioii mi ted out to thi'i 
great bati»man Tie crowd 
from the pavilion s*de booed 
him in a disgusting manner 
One would think that at least 
people sating in the pavilion 
side are knowledgeable and 
such iKdiaviour fiom them 
was unthinkable ( eitamfy it 
was not the kind oi reoeplion 
one should airord to a great 
b^tsman who has served 
India inagnifiamtlv for over 
10 years 

K R GArrANI, 

Bombay, 

(Unfortunately it is not true 
that those who pay the most 
also hn/zw the most — hditor) 

Unique coincidence > 

'rilf-IU IS A STRANGE 
1 siniilairtv in the last 
thieo lest senes playeel in 
India against West Indies 
Australia and Pakistan The 
Indian captain won the toss 
Ill the 3rd 4lh and 6th Tests 
While the capia ns of visit 
mg teams won m the 1st 
2nd and blh lests m all the 
three Test senes Remark 
ibli IS 1*1 not^ 

RITABHAJA GHOSlh 
ABHIJIT DOHA, 
Hooqhly Collegiate School 

IHtRV IS A RLMARK 
able coinddence in the paM 
ern of India s victories m the 
iccently concluded seiics aga 
mst Pakistan and Australia 
i wbiCh may interest follow 
I eis of cricket In both the 
cases, we have won two 
Tests apiece and m each 
rase, the wins have been 
d< hipved on the same date of 
two consecutive months 
\gainst Australia we won on 
Octobei 7 1979 at Kanpui 
and on November 7 at Bom 
bay, and against Pakistan we 
won on December 20 at 
Bornbav and on January 20, 
1980 at Madrrs 

RAJESH JOSin 
Bombay 


Gavaskar fan dub 

l\TL IN FEND TO FORM 
VV a Ian club of Mi Sunil 
Gavaskar, the ill time great 
cricketer of India It is our 
request to all Gavaskai Ian'* 
to send their suggestions 
about this plan Whereafter 
we shall proceed further 

GAUTAM GANGULLY, 
SARA JIT ROY. 
and others 
Calcutta 

Congrats t 

H ats off lo maha 

rashtra ioi w nmng the 
triple Clown at the National 
T T held at Durgapur It 
was a treat to see the Maha 
rashtra men women and 
bovs biush aside all thou 
opponents, displuymg quality 
TT Vilas Mcnon and Sailaia 
Salokhe lived up to then re 
putation But voung S Sree 
ram Kamlesh Mehta and 
Kashrnira Patel stole the 
show with iheir impressive 
games Tlie young talents 
from Mcharashlra will sure 
ly do better in the iieai 
future 

It was really disapp i ntmg 
to see the West Bengal tc ams 
rut ‘^uch a sony figure 

PRADFEP CHOUnnURY, 
Durgapur 

KUDOS ro ini tumor 

volleyball team of Raiasthan 
for their hat-trick in the 
Tumor National champion 
ship The Rajnsthan tt am's 
display of skill power and 
confidence was exemplary 
Though Bengal gave a tough 
T OS stance to them m the 
senes and took the first 
game they at once gathered 
momentum and finalU de 
feated Bengal 

DEBANJAN BISWAS, 
Calcutta 

HI ARTY CONGRAlULA 
tion to Dennis Lillee on his 
completion oi 200 Test 
wickets in onl> 38 Tests 

MOHD RAFl, 
Belgaum 

MY HEARTIEST CONGRA 
tulations to Gieg Chappell 
and his team for the sound 
thrashing they handed out 
to the Poms I wonder what 
Mr Freddie Trueman has to 
say about Breailev and his 
men 'Hag, tag, and bobtail 
outfit*'^ Oh, no! The Austia 
lian umpiring was so bad 
you know 

Dennis Lillee also deserves 





special praise for taking 200 
wickets in only bis 38ih Test. 
His career bas been bam- 
pered by a serious back 
trouble and tbe World Series 
Cricket. Yet this great 
bowler bas earned tbe res¬ 
pect of everybody- 

SIBAYAN BANERJEE, 
Durgapur>9. 

KINDLY CONVEY MY CON- 
giatulat*ons to our wicket¬ 
keeper Kirmani on achieving 
the wicket keepei’s double of 
rlaiming JOO victims and 
1000 runs ui-Test cricket It 
IS dll the more delighting to 
he. r that he is the first 
Indian wicket keeper to do 
this feat 

LAXMAN PANNALAL 
Kakinada 

Kirnos TO niE fast 

bird on the lacmg bike 
Nsha Sutaiia who set up a 


record by becoming tbe first 
female motot-cyclist to app¬ 
ear on tbe famous Sbolava- 
ram track in Tamil Nadu 

I wish tbe young pharma¬ 
cist a great time in the com 
mg years, and wish other 
young girls to come on the 
track with their mo-bikes 

NILESH GANGULl 
Patna- 

ONCE AGAIN KERALA 
has proved her superiority in 
athletics by claiming the 
overall championship for the 
third year in a row Kerala 
with 157 points grabbing 19 
gold, li silver and eight 
bionze medals have pushed 
Punjab to the second place 
P T. Usha, the wonder girl 
of Keiala, has been adjudg 
ed the best in the girls* sec 
tion Given proper coaching, 
this wonder girl can reach a 
pretty good height m the 
field athletics Kudos to this 
Golden Girl* 

In the junior giils* section 
Maya who has won two 
golds has been declared the 
best in that group The laot 
minute withdrawal of the 
star athlete, Arjuna award 
winnei Angel 

fioin the Kerala squad had 
never affected and with the 
available talents Kerala ha«: 
done it Marvellous indeed’ 



The presence of Suresh Babu 
would have definitely made 
3 world of difference 

K. V ANANTHA 
KRJSHNAN* 
Trivandrum. 

IN THE SIXTH TEST 
match at Calcutta Kapil Dev 
set up a new world record by 
earning the Test double— 
100 WiCkets and 1000 runs 
Tn this record, he has achicv 


As/f's fast 

T’HE SIXTH TEST MATCB 
A at the Eden Gardens 
will linger in our memory 
for a long time. Not only 
because of the sporting 
declaration by the Pakistani 
skipper, which suddenly ht 
up the Test match after 
three days pf dull proceed¬ 
ings The Test marked the 
end of the Test career of the 
Pakistani skipper himself 
Asif Iqbal, considered as one 
of the greats of the game in 
Asia, deserves all praise for 
what he did for cricket. But 
we regret the fact that Asif 
has taken a very hasty 
decision to retire He looked 
fully fit, and agile fielder 
and ail elegant batsman at 
Calcutta. His plannings as 
skipper bore the stamp of 



ed five distinctions. l*irst, he 
has t^conie the youngest 
Test player at the age of 21 
years and 25 days to com 
plete the double Second, he 
has captured 100 Test 
wickets in the shortest time 
(one year and 108 days) 
Third, he has become the 
only player to complete the 
double in the same Test 
match Fourth, he is the onIV| 
fast bowler in India to 
capture 100 Test wickets 
Fifth, he is also the only fast 
bowler m this Continent to 
complete the Test double 

DR G K SHARMA, 
Delhi 

WE CONGRATULATE THE 
young star Kapil Dev for his 
completion of the double m 
the same Test Every run 
that he scored and ball that 
he bowled gave pleasure 
to the spectators. It was 
very accurate to name him 
the Man of the Series. We 
really are proud of sudi an 
all rounder and we expect 
moie of him in the future 
RADHESH CH. PAUL, 
RAN JIT KANTI PAUL, 
Cachar 


Asif Iqhdl bowing out 

courage and imagination as 
his batting showed the power 
to execute them 
PROF. CHANDRAKUMAR 
DE, 
Chmsurah, 

1 AM A FAN OF ASIF 
Igl^. Still I hold that bis 
declaration at Calcutta was 
not, a truly sporting one. as 
he came to know that India’s 
opener and main sheet- 
anchor Sunil Gavaskar was 
unfit to bat because of some 
throat trouble and with that 
India had no other propeir or 
regular partner for Chauban 
to open for India. So Asti 
really wanted to exploit 
Indian batting 

' KAP/L KUMAR, 
Bangalore 
































^iN%a|(n^ fiiai^‘ So d^' 
»«ri]*ow Btatte* , 
)0IO«pkli»9» >|f)S ' 
jHibirp#nl^iBMrpw^^ ^ : 
"Sity* > wm mitmA. I c^i* ' 

Iw^ «i«'«ii3 . 
’ #8r(g iMHiw to toi*** 
Vi^ Hittiw to Wow file n«wl]r« 
.Id*#,' 

Ya%.* l#||i«it Ifc^ii Smwu 

Aim mi 

X mitoi oiOtod it * 
F^iiioiudljr. X Imiv^ iilmytt lomtot 
ahf of lotof to toe jPnes for 1 
bolieve toet eiqrime vlio i> in ac¬ 
tive pumiit'ef i|MKti shouM not 
attract pnblieity anept by his 

K fermaaoe an4 a etmtroversy is 
t resolved if is dealt within 
restricted circulation. I shall, 
therefore, raise no controversy, 
nor join issue with anyone. 

The game of tootball has made 
one what X am today. Therefore, 

I owe It to myael^-ond, tillmy 
tacuttie* fail lne->X must do what 
t can ilbr the advancemmit of the 
game. That is why 1 took up 
coaching at a time when I could 
Stitt have worn a jersey. As in 
oUiW pursuits, proper atmos¬ 
phere is essential for succe.s8 in 
coaching. Porhaps more so. For, 
a coach is not merely a teacher, 
he is a battle commander of 
sextsi, but with a dlSerence; he 
cannot communicate witti his 
men when the battle is on and 
be camiot get retoforeementa at 
will. Sh'ategies have, therefore, 
to be toought out in advance and 
mere is little scope for chaniting 
once the operation is on. The 
team must conform to his plan 
and its members must fit in ol- 
most like pieces of a jigsatv 
pwEde Under the circumstane«‘A 
along with the intrinsic aldttties 
of a fdayer, hi# suitalfiUty to the 
role assigned to h.m takes an 
- imjpottont place. Hmice, pest re- 
ehm ton oi Uttoi use; rtievanCe 
toi'to* enixent sttuaUon takes 
idbcMwAce. 1 have alsrays felt 
Wit it to Iv seleeUon. rather 
than eiittum tost • successful 
to|m nail be mniied and fielded. 

ntton Itod m vw of team mmn- 
^ ititsi to cnny oat iaiwcuctlons to 
tote Inttee hte of prime jmpor- 
tensm ' 

fit gpitorn, X eat litory to 

iay« toem i(tr|e a toeuna in toe 


Jeter etages df my stay In iV.itoun 
Began. eounm I would has¬ 
ten to add that this does not 
niean that {payers of other clubs 
fre atgr betterv X bad made two 
points wito the Mmiun Qagan 
totthocities. First, 1 had Insisted 
tont attendance at all training 
aessions — conducted daily 
should be at least ninety per cent. 
Far the last two years, 1 had 
maintained an attendance regis¬ 
ter. Secondly, the players would 
be urged to participate in all e'c- 
hitotion ties and tournaments in 
which fixe club enters. I had 
problema with the players on 
both counts. But this is a malady 
that goes quite deep-^«nd is re¬ 
lated to the overau question of 
money. Today, players are much 
more keen to play for their res¬ 
pective clubs than tor th.ir State 
or country. It is a sorry state of 
affairs indeed, but that is a 
difierent story. 



Specifically, I had problems 
with wingbeck Di.to Paht and « 
few other players. But I behaved 
well with all players, only telling 
them that their places in the 
team would have to be earned by 
them—they would certainly not 
be served on a platter. 

There was also the question nf 
politics in the higher echtoons 
of the club, 1 kept entreatuig 
the officials to keep their ui- 
fighting out of the field—and I 
think I did succeed to a large 
eoctent, mainly by sitting with the 
"opposition’* group whenever 
possible and gentvafly icmireatohd 
on mi concerned the need for 
harmony in the teem. 1 had faced 
a similar situation when I was 
with JEast Bengal (1972-75), but 
the state of affairs in Mohun 
Bagan now seeina to be more 
serious. 

But I would lihe to make it 
clear here and now that I am 
not leaving Mohun Bagan be¬ 
cause Bast Bengal is osering me 
more facilities. All throu h the 


seventies, I have noted how some 
other coaches, who have sh>wn 
less results have, at times, been 
offered better fatilit es than 1 
have been given by Mohun 
Bagan. J spent four years with 
the club, but there was never a 
proportionate increase m the 
facilities rt offered me—despite 
the continued success 1 helped 
bring to the club and the repeat¬ 
ed assurances of the General 
Secretary in the piesence of the 
Football Secretary. Not only that, 
the club has also not given me 
my previous dues as yet Of 
course, all of this had bec>n 
gentlemen’s agreements But 
perhaps the greatest cause of 
embarrassment for me was the 
fact that, from 1976, the club 
authorities did not think it fit to 
make me a memoer of Mohun 
Bagan AC. 1 

Anyway, all that is m the past 
I joined Vohun Biy;an when the 
club was at its naair It had not 
beaten East Bengal for hi yeats 
at a stretch and thr moiale of 
the club members and players 
was at Its lowest ever I am leav¬ 
ing the club after four fruitful 
years, during which time the club 
has risen from one peak of suc¬ 
cess to another and is now at 
the he.ght of its fame 

In contrast, East Bengal is in 
a shambles. I have just heard 
I that several established players 
are likely to leave, making my 
task of rebuilding really hercu¬ 
lean. I don't know what I can 
achieve—in months or years. If 
1 fail to build around a nucleus 
of old i^airers lilm Habib and 
Sudhir Kannakar, my career as 
a coach may be well and truly 
finished. 

I am taking a tremendous risk 
And it IS not a calculated one 
either. 1 had kept my doors 
open for Mohun Bagan, but 
their officials refused to open a 
dialogue with me, despite setung 
a date three times. It was only 
when I bed finally settled on 
joining Bato Bengal did they 
stop teUng^e for granted. But 
it was to by then, because t 
had decided on thijs stop only 
after deep (nought and ronsulte- 
tions with people at the holm of 
effwrs. I Imtff toat if I fail to 
toow results^ may well be dis¬ 
carded oy iffi clubs. But then. 
I’ve alweys believed m strug¬ 
gling. Aim Uus will only begin 
when X field the East Bengal 
teain for the Federation Cup in 
mid-April 





"I am not foolish enough to say 

r flttks does not exist in^sport. What 
do say is that sport should not be 
used for political ends '"— 

Lord Ktllanin, 
President, /OC. 

"To say that the Olympic Games 
have nothmg to do with politics is 
^qiitvalent cf saying that disco 
dau^Tng has nothing to do with 
sex 

—Essay in ‘Time" magazine. 

**1|7Hat will tt-:e tempera- 

▼ ▼ ture, t LUO i^'ty and wind 
direction be duvuit; the Moscow 
Olymt ICC? ’ 


The above question was broached 
in mid-19^8. ^e USSR Meteorolo¬ 
gical Centre was asked to determine 
Moscow s most favourable climatic 
period. They did so by meticulously 
analysing weather data over the past 
decade. Result‘d It was found that 
during the period between July 19 
and Au^st 3 Moscow has the least 
fluctuation In temperature. 

This indicates the degree of seri¬ 
ousness and sincerity with which 
the USSR has made the preparations 
for the 22nd Summer Games. But 
by an irony of fate seven months 
before the scheduled start of the 
Olympics the Kremlin has been 


forced to grapple with an altogether 
diflerent sort of weather—rough to 
say the least—in connection with the 
holding of the Games. At the 
moment it is really very hot for 
Moscow—a weather forecast which 
nobody could have thought of. 

Who has made things hot for 
Moscow and how—all this is known 
to even a child on the street today. 
To make a long story short, 
Russian's invasion of Afghanistan 
gave the USA the golden opportu¬ 
nity to apply its diplomatic leve¬ 
rage. President Carter in a natio¬ 
nally televised interview on the 
NBC “Meet the press programme” 
on January 20 declared that unless 
the USSR withdrew its troops from 
Afghanistan the Games should be 
moved from (Moscow, or postponed, 
or cancelled. February 20—one 
month from the date of his throw¬ 
ing the bombshell—was the deadline 
he set. 

The month passed without the 
desired response from Moscow. No 
sooner did the dead me expire, when 
President Carter called on US 
athletes to boycott the event. Mean¬ 
while, he had sent (Muhammad All 
the three-times world heavyweight 
champion boxer, to rally Black 
Africa behind his boycott ,call. Mr. 
Cyrus Vance, Secretary of the State 
too toured £uro^ e to mobi ise sup¬ 
port behind the US proposal. All 
earned a dubious measure of suc¬ 
cess, but by February 20, over 60 
nations of the world were said to 
have expressed their support for 
the US stand in one way or the 
other. Of them 23 including Britain 
had stated publicly they would join 
the boycott, 13 had indicated their 
support for Mr Carter privately 
and 19 were “leaning'in that direc¬ 
tion.” The development has anger¬ 
ed Russia beyond measure and it 
has furiously reacted to the Wh te 
House actton. The USA has been 
dubb^ *'enemy of the Olym¬ 
pics*’, and its action as “poUtica) 
blackmalf* 













Wmm ’ OurmpiQK. y«t. Vbr 
got my heart 
tm' 'Bw Ol^plca. In 

ii^,.}f eimimstitiees permit, in 
' 14^9^ m a* welL” Thus 
jaaUi^JWQiyan Henry Jtono, who 
get »# world records in two- 
eiidM'half tmmthBf. three of 


•4VtVW ffg •«—r ««*A4»«V/ ttUt,* 

one In the atedple-chase (8KUIS.4) 

, that was tn 1978. little did 
me record-breaker from the 
Baft twley l^w thct athletes 
tttoposfe poiitlckns dispose. So 
ope win see nothing of Henry 
Bono or other Kenyan runners, 
snch as George Rono (steeple¬ 
chase), Wilson Waigwa (1,900) 
in Moscow, since as matters 
stand now, Kenya has decided 
to boycott the Olympics. 

Or, take the case of Tracy 
Caulkins, the USA swimming 


star who said, reMty hope to 
compete in the Moscow Oames**. 
TiU the other day sha must 
have been visuausing a stiff 
contest with VUUya Bogdanova 
of USSR in the 100m breast¬ 
stroke. And what about her , 
near-nameaake, Aastralia)s Tra<t 5 M 
cey Wickham, world champion 
and record-holder in 400 metre 
and 800 metre freestyle events! 
And Wickham’s fellow-Austra- 
lian rival Michelle Ford who 
won three Spartakiad golds? 
None of them will be seen in 
the Olympic swimming pool at 
Moscow, because indications are 
that Australia will join the boy¬ 
cott. 

So there is no gainsaying the 
tact* that if the boycott mate¬ 
rialises it will no doubt be a 
poor Olympics at Moscow. Many 
stalwarts will not be seen In 
action there, making it easier 
for lesser figures to succeed. 

The track and field events I 
will be held without stars from 
the USA, Britain and Kenya 
Whom the world have longed to 
see in action all these months. 
Sebastian Ckie, Brendan Foster, 
Steve Ovett of Britain, Renaldo 
Nehemiah, Edwin Moses, Evelyn 
Ashford, Larry Myricks, Dwight 


idtcmeft of Vf^A I 

of fho 

to collate with. ^ 

the swimtjriing and diving 
tbo proficiency Of ^ 

and AustralianB is 

which nobody disputes, atthoUfh 
the Russian challenge candot w 
ignored. Who knowe we w^d 
not have seen another Mark 
SpiU or John Naber to MosacjiW 
Similarly, who can fathom tpes 
depth of the wound that 
up'-and-coming 400m ^sprtojta^ 
Kasheef Haasan received at 
news of hia country's Sotnihg 
the boycott? 

For Hasans it would have 
been the first chance Jta fetch 
an Olympic medal. There arO 
also sportsmen for whom It 
would be the last. Dwight Btobes* 
USAs onc€-world*-record-hoWer 
high jumper whom the Olympic 
gold eluded in 1972 and im, to 
such a luckless sportsman. 
haps he could have bearded the 
Russian Vladimir Yaschehko, 
the present world record-holder, 
in his own den. Perhaps he 
could not. 

The accident of birth. Yea^ 
'tis the cause. 

RANJlTKUMAR GHOS£ 


The future alone will reveal be taken as late as May 24. '^hus, would resist as strongly as we could 
whether the USA was lying m wait all nations have the opportunity to any attempt by governments to in¬ 
to torpedo the tMoscow Games, or it look before they leap, terfere with us participating’*. US 

seized w-th both hands the god-sent Olympic Committee of^ials F. Don 

opportunity to have a crack at i.ts There is yet another factjr which Miller and president Robert Kane 
arch-enemy. Whatever that may b 2 , explains the uncerta nty. And this have echoed virtually the same 

the fact stands that President Carter is very important. It must be rc- sentiments. The only difference 

has dealt the right blow at the membered that any decision on between the two is that while the 

right place. “Tom, I want to know participation in the Games is and US Olympic body is prepared to 
what would have the most pumtive has to be taken by the relevant respect the wishes of the President, 
impact on the Soviets—leaving the Olympic Committee and not the its British counterpart is not. How- 

Olympics pr trade sanctions?”, the government. The governments have, ever, the final decision of the USOC 

President had asked Thomas J. legaLy speaking, no power in this is expected to be taken at its meet- 

Watson, Ambassador to Moscow respect. Members of the IOC are mg m early April, 

after recalling him to Washington representatives of their national 

for consultations shortly after the Olympic Committees and not dele- TTie stand of the International 
Soviet invasion. Watson s reply gates of their country. They can- Olympic Committee on the matter 

was : ‘*There*s no question, the not accept from the government of is as it should be. Lord Killanin, 

Olympics would”. Carter threaten^ their country or from any organ.sa- the IOC president, was quick in his 

the Soviet Union with the boycott tion or from any individual any reaction to the US boycott threat, 

the same evening. instructions which will in any way His arguments against the USA 

interfere with the independence of boUs down to three premises. First 

The Carter Administration be- their votes. legally and morally the Games 

lieves that if the USA, Britain, cannot be moved from Moscow. 

China, Japan and West Germany The IOC gave the Games to Mos- 

join the boycott move, the IOC will This places the national Olympic cow m 1974 and it cannot gd back 
ne forced to shift the Games from bodies beyond the purview of their on its word. Second, it is physi- 
Moscow. respective governments. Thu.s. a cally impossible to move the Games 

particular government and the from Moscow at such a late stage. 

At the moment no clear picture corresponding IOC may not see eye Finally, what is most important, he 

has emerged of the number of to eye on the question of boycott, deprecates the use of sport for poU- 
national Olympics bodies for and And that's happening. While Mrs. tical purposes, 
against Moscow 80. There are as Thatcher is ail sympathy for Presi- 

many as 137 members of the Inter- dent Carter’s stand, the Olympic Article 24 of the IOC constitution 
national Olympic Committee and committees of Britain and the U^>A stipulates “National Olympic 
not all of them have made known do not share the view of their res- Committees must not associate 
their stand. And, as usual, those pective heads of government. Sir themselves with affairs of a pdliti- 
who prefet s.tting on the fence Dcni;^ Follows, co-chairman of the cal or commercial nature”. Politics 
constitute the majority. Secjnd, British Olympic Committee has and professionalism are the bane of 
the decision to accept or reject the said ; “Britain will compete in the sports, which is the easiest way 
tnvitotton from the host naitou can Olympics as it has always done. We promote international peace and 

' fAv J-i- I / 











the Games in the interests of the 
e3:ploiting classes, commerce, busi¬ 
ness and the bourgeois way of life ' 

Naturally, if in the face of this 
athletes weie to go to Moscow, the 
USSR government and people will 
interpret that as, a seal of endotse- 
ment of the Soviet foreign 3olicy A 
triumph no Western power is pre- 
paied to hand over ^o the Soviet 
Union 

There is much substance in ano- 
thei argument which the advocates 
of the boycott die advancing An 
American oi British athlete is first 
a citizen before he oi she is an 
athlete And so they have the same 
rights and responsibilities towards 
freedom and its maintenance In the 
words of Anne Pashley, a member 
of the 1956 Biiti^h Oympics 4 x 100m 
relay team and silver medallist, 
“Personal dedication should not be 
allowed to exclude balanced judg¬ 
ment and cushion sportsmen and 
women from their conscionable 
duties *' 

And what's wrong in cancelling 
the Games? In the past the Games 
were thrice cancelled because of 
world wars And why hesitate 
about putting the Games As a 
Whi,te Houfc aide said, “It is not 
etched in gold that the Olympics 
have to be held in 1980." 

«^TEVER BE THE MERITS OF 
™ the case and the" eventual out¬ 
come of the tug of war between the 
White House and the Kremhn, one 
thing is sure. The sportsmen and 
women are the worst sufCere'^s A 
chance to compete m the Olympics 
usually comes once in a lifetime 
And ij after years of hard training 
one IB told that one's nation is pull¬ 
ing out, that's heart-breaking for 
every sportsperson. As VS wrestler 
Lee Kemp put it : “It's like a per¬ 


son putting himbClf through college 
and then being told in his senioi 
yeai that his programme has been 
dropped and he won t graduate 
Similarly, at the US Olympic tiam- 
ing centre in Colorado Springs 
weightUfter Bob Giordani did not 
conceal his disappointment “I ve 
been tiaining for ten years, always 
pointing to 1980 If it came to a 
vote I think the athletes would go 
against the President's wishes I 
personally would “ 

Still, the world of sports is as 
sharply divided on the issue of the 
boycott as the politicians are Out¬ 
side the Soviet Union, superstars of 
the past and the present have stood 
up against the boycott proposal 
Jesse Owens, who had won four 
gold meda’s in the 1936 Olympics 
said the boycott would be a mistake 
To high jumper John Thomas of 
USA it IS disgusting Erick Heiden, 
the US speed-skater who won a re^ 
cold five golds in the just-concluded 
Wiriei Olympus, too has expressed 
his resentment over President Cai- 
Xev s stand “The US government is 
wrong to boycott Moscow They 
don't undei stand the sacrifices of 
the athletes ' Vichael Jazy, famous 
French trick and field athlete has 
called the campaign “miserable". 
“ITl go to Moscow even if I have to 
pay for the ticket myself," said the 
British middle-distance runner 
Sebastian Coe, named the best 
athlete in the world last year 

On the other hand, there are 
sportsmen who have openly come 
out in support of the boycott, 
knowing fully the implications 
Dwight Stones, the US high-jump- 
er for whom it is now or never, 
not only backed the boycott deci* 
Sion, he suggested “disinvtting tht 
Soviets from the Winter Games in 
Lake Placid" Steeple-chaser Hen¬ 
ry Marsh said he agreed with Mr 


China's 

dilemma 

pHINA, WHICH HAS 
V-/ take part in the Olympics, 
may well nav<j to wait ibr the 
nekt Olympics to make its debut 

The People's Republic of 
China, though founded in 1949^ ; 
did not take part In the ^ 
Games Then e^en though, In 
1954, the IOC recognised Talwah 
as a nation, China sent toam 
to the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. 
But the Chinese team walkoij 
out of the Olympic village there 
when Nationalist China's flag 
was hoisted. In 1958, it quit the 
IOC It was only when tne IOC 
expelled Taiwan m 1979, that 
China came back and joined the 
lace for Moscow. 

Judging from the j^rfor^ 
malice of China's sportspersons 
in the Eighth Asian games at 
Bangkok in 1978, she would have 
surely done very well in the 
Moscow Games Cliina won 88 
gold, 60 silver and 51 brona® 
modats, with Only Japan getting 
more golds. Chinese athletes 
broke 24 .^ian records and equat-^ 
led two Especially disappointed 
must be sportsmen or women 
like Cheng Ta-chen (who clear’' 
ed 188m in women's high jump). 
Jang Huai-ching, (weiglntUfter 
who shattered tnree Aslan re¬ 
cords) and Chen Ksiao-hsia, the 
youngest diving champion of the 
Asian, who scored 477 42 points 
in platform diving 

Athletes apart, the COC itself 
must have been vOry eager to 
show its proWees before the 
world —♦ if only to establish the 
hollowness of Ihe ICXJ'a erst¬ 
while stand But when it got a 
handy stick to beat its sworn 
pohttjcal Senemy, Russia, sports 
had to take a back scat. 

R.G. 


Carter's rosition, “The top priority 
IS world peace he sam Forty- 
IhrCe-year-old A1 Oerter, the Olym¬ 
pic discus gold medallist in 1956, 
1960, 1964 and 1968 and a serious 
contender for a place m the US 
team this year, said, “I think we 
should go to Moscow, but next 
year" Superstars hke high-jumper 
rVanklin Jacobs and swimmer Tra- 
sy Caulkips have also supported 
the decision. The former said- “1 
still want to be a superstar, but 1 
have faith m my government and 
if they believe it would be best to 
boycott the Olympics, then Tm all 
for It" 

Instances could be multiplied but 
we need not attempt that One thing 
Is clear. However loud the talks ol^ 
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Will India 
win the 



QURBUX SINGH 


N ew zbalanb* aus'tralia, 
PAki^tan* Holland and West 
Germany No. 1 to No, 5 at the 
Montreal Olympics ftiay well 
choose to Join the Olympic boy¬ 
cott. If that happens^ what arc 
India’6 ebancea of i:iC0aptui1inie 
. the Olympic adld which . last 
' came India's way 16 .y^6r6 ago 
at Tokyo? 

If the above-mentioned five 
teams, and Malaysia, stay away, 
then the top teams left in the 
arena will be the USSR, Argen¬ 
tina, Spain, England and, ot 
couree^ India. Countries with 
lesser skill like FranpC, Belgiutp 
and Sri t»anka will fUl in the 
gap, but they can bet discounted 
straightaway. 

USSR, Argentina, Spain and 
England are all deftnitely minor 
hockey-playing countries. Thelt 
records are nowhere neai 
India’s. So India's chances of 
getting the gold must be very 
oright. Yet we cannot take 


that for granted. Only recently 
the Indian team drew a series of 
matches against the USSR at 
Mosepw and a little later lost to 
it in Delhi. Then, most of these 
countries play the tough brand 
; Of hockey, with a. lot of body 
play. But> most of all, they 
will have the advantage of 
having p^^iietised on astm-iturf. 
And the lack of it will be our 
main drawback. 

Meanwhile, the IHF has anno¬ 
unced a list of 42 probables 
from among. whom the team 
will be chosen for an interna¬ 
tional tournament in Malaysia 
next month, Most of the play¬ 
ers who perfonned well in the 
recently-concluded Na tionals at 
Cuttacl^ as well as those who 
merited inclusion even though 
they couldn’t participate In it, 
have been included.' But the 
one glaring omission, is of Ashok 
Dewan, the RailwaVs's goal¬ 
keeper. He was the oost goalie 
on view in the Cuttack meet. 

That apart, the selection can- 
not be faulted. But what we 
need to do after the team comes 
back from Malaysia and get 
down 10 the task of choosing 
the team for Moscow, is not to 
repeat our old mistake of selec¬ 
ting old players. If we do that, 
we can be sure we will lament 
later. Let us think of 1982 or 
1984 and rebuild our team with 
that in mind by choosing young¬ 
sters and not get grctdy for thu 
Moscow gold. 


Keeping sports apart from poIiti,cs 
might be, sportsmen themselves are 
getting involved in issues which 
are not strictly sport. Anyway, 
what torments the sportsmen most 
is the air of uncertainty which has 
presently gripped them. To go or 
not to go, that is the question. The 
answer to this is not still known 
to anybody. 

In the circumstances it will be 
wrong to maintain that sports i.s 
free from politics. It never was. 
Whether it should be or not is a 
quite diirerent question. 

G one are the good old 

days when wars were kept in 
abeyance to allow the Olympic 
Games to take place. Jbe infiltra¬ 
tion of politics began slowly but 
steadily as early as 1908 when the 
US outraged the British by refusing 
to dip the flag to King Edward VII 
during the opening ceremonies in 
London. In the same Games the 
Finn.s considered it beneath their 
dignity to march under the Russian 
flag. Nations defeated in the. World 
War were not allowed to compete 
in the 1920 Games in Antwerp and 
the 1948 Games in Ixjndon. 


It was not before the 1936 Ber¬ 
lin Olympiad, how^evor, that the 
question of politics came uppei- 
most. Hitler attempted a complete 
Nazification of the Olympiad, u.sing 
the Games as a platform to ^rade 
the pomp and glory of tlie T}jird 
Reich and establish his thesis of 
Nordic superiority. The then IOC 
too was confronted with misgivings 
about .staging the Games. And after 
the Bolshevik Revolution, the So¬ 
viet Union kept itself out of the 
Olympics until the end of the 1952 
Games. In 1956 Egypt, Iraq and Le¬ 
banon chose to boycott tlie Games, 
protesting against the Anglo-French 
seizure of Suez Canal. Red China 
also withdrew its contingent that 
year. 

The 1956 Olympics took place at 
a time when the Soviet Union in¬ 
tervened in Hungary to stifle the 
upheaval there. Then in 1968 the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King of the USA, the practice of 
apartheid by South Africa and the 
occupation of Czechoslovakia by the 
Warsaw Pact powers led by the 
USSR had their reflections on the 
Olympi^r Game.s. And the Munich 
Massacre of 11 Israelis by Black 


'Muslim guerillas is still green i,n 
our memory. 

Montreal too was not free from 
politics. As many as 30 African and 
Arab countries walked out of the 
Games protesting against the IOC’s 
refusal to expel New Zealand who 
had sent their All Blacks rugby 
team to Pretoria. 

So an apoli,tical Olympics is as 
unreal as a mare’s nest. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact the duplicity is there at 
every sphere. When the IOC ban¬ 
ned South Africa and Rhodesia, was 
that a non-political decision ? Thus, 
politics is firmly entrenched in the 
Olympics. Politics begets more po¬ 
litics, it is a vicious circle and no¬ 
body knows who is going to break 
it and how. 

The root cause of the present 
mess is the tremendous propaganda 
value of the modem Olympics. It 
is because of this reason that 
everybody seeks to utilise the 
Games as a convenient forum to 
ventilate its grievances. “Wc are 
victims of our own success”, lamen¬ 
ted Mr. Douglas Roby, a US mem¬ 
ber of the IOC. The colour tele¬ 
casting of the Games by a world¬ 
wide network has made it the most 
imiKirtant platform to command 
world attention. 

Though it may appear something 
like Ashing in troubled waters, 
Gieece has done well to renew its 
rt‘f 4 uest of getting the Gaines back 
as a permanent measure. Mr. Con¬ 
stantine Karamanlis, the Greek 
Prime *IV1 mister, said in a letter to 
IOC that "the Gaines should bo 
held in their anci.enl cradle m the 
o.ive gloves of Olympia in Western 
Pek)panne.se”. 

In the present juncture, that ap¬ 
pears to be the most acceptable 
step to keep the Olympic move¬ 
ment alive. 

That, however, is a question 
which we can shelve for the time 
being. At the moment the question 
that occupies our minds is whether 
on July 19, 18:05 Moscow time the 
whole planet will watch the ’r'iame 
of the 22nd Summer Olympic 
Games flare up at the Lenin 
Stadium. 

Will it ? 





It's as if 
the Games 
start 

tomorrow 

The only Indian journalist 
to visit the Soviet Union 
on a two-week trip, CHI- 
RANJEEV details the pre¬ 
paration for Olympics '80 

T in; MOSCOW oi-ympic (;ami:s 

an" scheduled lo start in 
third week of July. But go to any 
rilv of any republic ot the USSR to¬ 
day, and it will seem to you that the 
Games are starting lomorr<»w. The 
modern Olympic Games had started 
way back in 189G. but this is the first 
time in 86 years that a socialist na¬ 


tion is going to hold it—and the ar¬ 
rangements the Soviet people have 
made for the Games have over¬ 
shadowed all the previous cg^orts, 

I had an opportunity to visit the 
Soviet Union for about two weeks 
last winter. As soon as 1 boarded 
the Aeroflot aircraft, 1 was left in no 
doubt of the USSR's seriousness 
about the gi'eatest show on earth. 
The attractive airhostesses wore 
scarves with a motif of five interlaced 
rings (repitisenting the five conti¬ 
nents of the world). They also had 
badges of Misha, the Games Mascot. 
1 asked for sugar ft)r my cup 
of ct)jflee. i was supplied with a 
sugar cube stamped with the Olym¬ 
pic symbol on the packet. And when 
our plane finally landed at Moscow's 
Sheremetyevo International Airport 
wo saw a series of Aeroflot air¬ 
crafts with the inscription ‘Official 
Olympic Carrier’. 

Rut there was a greatei surprisi:; 
in store lor me at the terminal build¬ 
ing. Some VIPs holding diplomatic 
passports weiv" on the same fliglit. 
1 V as th(; lone journalist from India 
who had gone Iheie to see the Olym- 
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pic Gaines preparations. Imagine my 
surprise when I was the first among 
the 200 passengers to get the green 
signal from the Immigration and 
the Customs. They did not even 
check my-suitcase. A Customs official 
told mc‘ *'Spasibo (thank you). You 
have come to see our pieparations 
for the Olympics. So, welcome to the 
Olympic city.*’ 

After a 30-km drive from the air¬ 
port, I reached Moscow city and, al¬ 
most immediately, 1 wa^ afflicted 
with Olympic fever. Normally, there 
are very few hoardings pr placards 
in Moscow. But for the Olympics, 
they have made special arrange¬ 
ments. You will find Misha or the five 
interlaced rings staring at you from 
everywhere. The Olympics is getting 
top priority in every sphere*. The 
running of trucks is forbidden on 
some roads. Buf if any public vehicle 
carries anything related to the Olym¬ 
pics, the Moscow Traffic Milisia (Tra¬ 
ffic Police) do not stop them. 

Go to any departmental store, or 
to a small shop, or to a kiosk or a 
hotel newsstand — everywhere it’s 
Olympics. You will find the same in 
banks, circuses, cinemas, theatres. 
TV and radio. I went to see a circus 
in Leningrad and was surprised to 
watch two live bears (Misha) show¬ 
ing different techniques. Bears arc 
now VIPs in the Soviet Union. Shirts, 
shoes, caps, ties — everything has an 
Olympic symbol. And as far as badg¬ 
es arc concerned, they are unlimited, 
prices ranging from 12 kopek to 2 to 
3 rouble. (One rouble - approx. 12 
rupees, 100 Kopek = I rouble) 

The political newspapers like 
Puu^da, IZL'est'ru' and irud are also 
giving prominance to Olympic news. 
And Soviclsky Sport, the daily sports 
paper with a drculatioii of about 
four-and-a-half million, carries more 
than 50 per cent of its news items on 
the Olympics. What type of arrange¬ 
ments are being made, how the b'o- 
viet athletes are preparing for the 
Games, who are the new talents from 
Europe, America, Atrica, and Asia— 
you will get all the details in Soviet- 
skn SjnjrPs- reports and teature.s 

Calendars, diaries, stamps, greeting 
cards—in everything you will find 
Olympics. Therf* arc only two excep- 
tion.s. First, they have not introduced 
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any drinks in the name of the Olym¬ 
pic Games. Secondly, while leaving 
for Moscow, 1 received a woolen pull¬ 
over from the West Ik'^^ngal Amateur 
Athletic Association with an Olympic 
symbol on it. The Soviet Sports Min¬ 
istry and the Olympic organisers 
were pleasantly surprised to see this. 
They told me : “We hadn't thought 
of this before.*’ I am sure by this 
time they have started manufac¬ 
turing these, too. 

In 1975, wlicn Calcutta hosted the 
33rd World Table Tennis Champion¬ 
ships, the enthusiasm was restricted 
to this city only—other Indian cities 
were almost indifferent. But I saw a 
diflerent picture in the Soviet Union. 
Moscow is going to stage most of the 
events. But for football thiee other 
cities have also been chosen. Minsk, 
Kiev and Leningrad will hold three 
group matches up to the quarter-final 
stage and Moscow will stage the 
semi-finals and the finals. All the 
yachting events will be staged at 
Tallinn, a city situated on the Baltic 
coast. 

Before going to Moscow, I was told 
that the Games were being organis¬ 
ed with limited expenses. 1 did not 
believe it. But Mr Allan £. Starodoub, 
member, organising committee, ex¬ 
plained the situation to me. “Our 


expenses will be 25 per cent less than 
the last two Olympics,*' he said and 
added: “Our budget is only 2050 mil¬ 
lion roubles/' 

1 told him that this was difficult 
to believe, lie replied: “In that case, 
you will have to visit at least two 
or three cities. And don’t forget to 
go to Tallinn where yachting events 
are going to be held. About 600 com¬ 
petitors will come to Moscow on 
July 19 and return to Tallinn the 
same night by plane. The yachting 
events Will begin on July 20. In the 
same way, we will bear the expenses 
for the football teams to come to 
Moscow and go back to Kiev, Minsk 
and Leningrad. But these expenses 
are not much. Montreal, Munich ex¬ 
pended a great portion of their 
money on building new stadiums, 
gymnasiums, swimming pools etc We 
haven’t spent much money on those 
aspects, because the ones we already 
have are quite sufficient for organis¬ 
ing the Games/* 

In the pattern of the Calcutta 
iVLiidaa, the Muscovites have their 
I iizhniki complex where most tif the 
events will be held. Bui llus is no! 
siilfRieiu, so they are building a 
fouple ot new stadiums in Moscow. 
A new hockey stadium with an ar- 
(oinnindation for 5,000 spectators will 
be finished soon. 1 saw work going 
on in under iiiiiius-20 degree centi- 
giade at Sirciievy Stale Central In¬ 
stitute ol Physical Education for the 
new weightlifting indom stadium. 
Another new complex has been ear¬ 
marked for cycling. For gymnastic’', 
Orushba oi Friendship Sports Hall, 
is under construction. Thci'e will be 
one more new stadium tor the eques¬ 
trian events. 

Tallinn’s yachting oentre is almost 
new. It was made during the Baltic 
yachting regatta a couple of months 
back. 

Besides stadiums and gymnasiums, 
unite a few new hotels and buildings 
have been constructed to acamimo- 
date players, officials and tourists. 
The Soviet Union is going to earn 
millions in foreign exchange by 
holding the Olympics. 

In Moscow, the mediamen will be 
accommodated in two hotels-—Hotel 
Uossya apd Hotel Cosmos. The lat- 
tei is almost new. About 280 dele¬ 
gates will stay at Hotel Sayuj. Just 
a 15-minute drive from Luzhniki is 
the Olympic Village—18 houses, each 
having 16 floors. A new hospital has 
boen constructed adjacent to this 
village. Ostankino Tower* is the new 
centre for the radio and the TV units 
uf the world. The Soviet Union is 
going to utilise these facilities for 
ihildren and the tourists once the 
Games are over. 

1 had the impression that the USSR 
had already simected their squad for 
the Olympic Games. But 1 was wrong. 
They have made preliminary selec¬ 
tions, but not the final team for any 
event. The athletes are undergoing 
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^2Politics in the Olympics ? This paster which won the first prize inc contes 
in the USSR, sveaks for itself 
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Absorb waten like a spoiufe. Thh 
Qcid has been designed ^ 
research institute of the Moscow 
cUy matn construction board. 

rtm OLYMPIC PRESS BOX 
Will be able to admit some 
sptkts writers. More than 2,200 
tables will be provided with TY 
sets and telephones. A special 
avstem of temporary passes for 
visits to the Olympic village by 
the journalists accredited at the 
Td80 Olympics is beijg introduoeA 
III koepingi^ with the Otympic 
Owner, not more than 300 Press¬ 
men may simultaneously stair 
there. Bach of the major ^ews 
agencies of the world will be given 
four permanent passes. 

OVER 10.500 INTERPRETERS 
ill 45 languages will work at the 
Games. Most of them will 
students and teachers of the. 
higher educational establishments 
of Moscow, as well as the Fdr 
East and the Baltic area. Be¬ 
sides this* specialists from research 
institutes and the USSR Academy 
of Sdences will also be among 
the Olympic Interpreters. 

THE NOVOSIBIRSK PRECI- 
ston engineering plant has shipped 
the first Kadr-ZPM videotape re- 
airders for the Olympic TV and 
radio complex. All in all* 104 
videotape recorders will be mauu- 
factored by the plant for the 
Olympics. As distinct from the- 
videotape recorders of previous 
makes, microelectronic schemes 
have been widely .used in the 
d<vsign of the Kadr ZPM. This 
Improves the quality of the colour 
picture and sound. 

ABOUT 6000 BUSES WILL BE 
placed at the disposal of tourists 
during the Olympics in Moscow 
almie. The total stretch of Mos-. 
cow's metro lines will reach IB5 
kilometres. New iroU^-blis 
routes* with a total length of 100 
km and 25 bus routes will be opeu'^ 
ed A special network of the 
Olympic routes on Moscow's TadI* 
cal and circular thoroughfares wiH 
link all Q^mpic sports arimas with 
the tojurist-accommodation facil^ 
ties. . 


training in their o%vn home towns. 
And the coaches ars giving their 
usual tips to the oompetlton* though, 
of course, those with better chances 
of representing the country are being 
given special care. But nobody is 
yet certain that he or she has been 
selected. There are at least 100 com¬ 
petitors fightiim for eadi berth in 
every event. For team events, six* 
seven, even 10 teams have been 
chosen. 

1 asked many people about the 
prospects of the Soviet Union in 
various disdpliaes. 1 was supplied 


with a long list—giving everyone's 
present perTprmance. 

They were surprised when I told 
them that %ve Indians were selecting 
our team after taking a certain stan¬ 
dard oi the last Olympics as a quali: 
fying mark. They said ; '*We don't 
have any such standard. We will 
select our team with the best avail¬ 
able talent. Our athletes and players 
are taking part in lots of competi¬ 
tions, both at home and abroad and 
those who record the best timings* 
will be selected. Our final team will 
be chosen only six weeks before the 


meet. And from then onwards every¬ 
one will stay at a residential camp— 
all the working competitors will be 
relieved of their usual duties and the 
students will be released by tlieir 
respective institutions. 

Will the Soviet Union again head 
the medals tally? 1 didn't get my 
reply. The organisers expet t the 
toughest challenge from the Gernun 
Democratic Repubiit: and the United 
States of America. That is. of course, 
if the USA at all takes part in the 
championships. 




British 

athletes 

ina 

quandary 

SYDNEY FRISKIN 

GO OR NOT TO (X). THAT IS 
the burning question controiitinM 
the British Olympic Association- Th(‘ 
latest devcIopnuMit—il that term can 
be app.ied—was the di‘cisioii ol the 
BOA to defer for three weeks their 
acceptance or otherwise ot the invi¬ 
tation to take part in the Moscow 
Olympic Games. 

This was the first lime tliat the 
British national body had inel to 
decide whether to take part in the 
Games after the roceipl ol a letter 
from the Government which said» 
arnoiijt other things, “We recommend 
that you do not go.'* 

Sir Denis Follows, rte chairman of 
the British Olympic Association, ex¬ 
pressed the opinion that the invita¬ 
tion would most probably be accept¬ 
ed—a stateoKMit which was later 
criticised by Mr. Hector Monro, the 
Mi.>isier respoi sible for Sport. There 
were differences of opinion expressed 
by members of the committee, but 
they were, according to Sir Denis, 
merely in degrees, not in subslaiicx?. 

Sir Denis admitted that each of the 
members representing 26 branches 
of sport allied to the Olympic move¬ 
ment had been lobbied by politicians 
and other important people who hold 
strong views about the situation in 
Afghanistan and the consequent call 
for a boycott made by the Britisli 
Government in support of the one- 
made originally by the United States 
of America. 

So far, only the smaller branches 
of sport, namely, the Amateur Row¬ 
ing Association, the British Eques¬ 
trian Federation and the Joint 
Shooting Committee have indicated 
that they may go along with the 
Government's call for a boycott. The 
big guns took a longer time to open 
fire and the first big blow to the 
Government's call was struck by 79 
athletes who declared their readiness 
to go to Moscow regardless of any 
ban. This action was motivated by 
the International Athletes Club, who 
issued a declaration signed by the 
athletes that they would spend a 
sum of at least £ 50,000 to send their 
own team of 50 athletes to Moscow 
if an official boycott were imposed, 
although there is no suggestion yet 
of such a ban being imposed. 

The athletes, however, said that 
their attitude in no wav supported 
14 


the domestic and foreign policies of 
the Soviet Union and that they were 
prepared to abstain from the open¬ 
ing and closing ceremonies as well 
as leave the rostrum before the play¬ 
ing of national anlhoms if they won 
medals. They also made it clear at 
tlx* same lime that they were not pre¬ 
pared to preside over the destruction 
ol the Olympic movement. The Cov- 
eiiiment had hoped that Ihe BOA 
would defer tlieir linal ck'cision while 
diplomatic moves to secure the with¬ 
drawal of Soviet troops from Afgha¬ 
nistan W(‘re pursued. But the media 
in general have taken a mut h harder 
line and newspapei oditoiitils have 
been .strong in their support of a 
liovcott. In one instance, the blame- 
l(‘ss pursuit of the athletes, all in¬ 
nocent and unpolitical, wen* con 
trusted with the devastating report 
bv Shyam Bliatii in tlie Obscr/cT on 
llic sulleririg ol iinaimed civilians in 
Ai ghanisian. 

Another leading national news¬ 
paper reports : “It is the Govein- 
ment's hope and mltiition that 
Britain sliould not br* n-pu-s-'iited in 
the Moscow Olympic Ci imes this sum¬ 
mer. That is an entir<*ly justiliable 
response to the .Soviet action in 
Afghanistan.” 

It is typical of political altitudes in 
any country that if the Government 
makes a decision, the opposition 
usually goes the other way. The 
Labour Party officially announctnl 
their opposition to an Olympic boy¬ 
cott and Mr. Denis Howell, the 
former Minister for Sport, warned 
British sporting bodies in a formal 
letter that a boycott ot the Games 
would (lostroy the Olympic move¬ 
ment. 

From my own experience, the 
Olympic Games at Tokyo in 1964 was 
the only event in recent years that 
was free from political upheaval, 
although some political undercur¬ 
rents were detectable. We keep 
hearing again and again that sport 
and politics .should not be mixed, but 
they are, in truth, inseparable. These 
two parties wore wedded many years 
ago and are so closely united that 
neither will grant the other a divorce. 
Mr. How-11, however, writing in the 



Seb C<M'-dcle77niru^ to go 


l>aily laltgrapht had an Impbi^anf 
point. He said it was not so much 
a question of mixing sport with 
politics as putting siK^rt itself Into 
the hands of the politicians. In tel¬ 
ling spoi t.^men to go to Moscow Mr. - 
Howell said : “Suddenly, .sport has 
been discovered. Its political im- 
portanev has been discovered by 
those who very prop<M*lv sosk means 
of confronting the outrageous Russian 
invasion of Afghanistan. Regret¬ 
tably, soiiie of these Governments are 
now so anxious to use sport as an 
arm of foreign policy that they care 
not whc'lher they clestroy interna¬ 
tional sport in the pio(x.‘ss. Sports¬ 
men should rare.” 

Mr. Howell also had another strong 
)>oinl of aiguineiit. He said that if 
halt the world diJ not go to Moscow, 
the olh(*r half would nol go to 
Angeles in I9B4 and that would be 
the end of the Olympic Games. It 
would also have «an adverse effect 
oil world events, he said, for no one 
who is genuine in his protest would 
really want to a send team to lake part 
in a world tournament in which the; 
Soviet Union wa.s participating. 

So much for that. The first opposi 
rion to the Government’s call for a 
boycott was heard on January 24 
when the Central Council of Physical 
Recreation, a non-polilical body, met 
in London. 'Tlx,.* meeting deplored the 
use of sport as a frontline weapon of 
sanction against Governments who 
contravened internationally-accepted 
standards of behaviour. 

The coundl addressed a letter to 
the Prime Minister urging a meeting 
with her and her advisers for the 
purpose of explaining th* harm that 
a boycott would do to Biitish sport 
in general. Such a meeting was actu¬ 
ally held and a sympathetic hearing 
was given, but the policy of the Gov¬ 
ernment on this issue remained un¬ 
changed. In fact, Mrs Thatcher said 
in the House of Commons r:*cent|y 
that to hold the Olympic Games in 
Mosc'ow would be a tremendous feat 
of propaganda for the Soviet Gov¬ 
ernment. 

One of the main branches ot sport 
in Britain, which is still in a of 

indecision, is the Great Briiain Hoc¬ 
key Board. They decided at a recent- 
meeting to put the ball in fhe court 
of the constituent bodies, namely 
England, Waks and Scotland, who 
have been given until March 31 to 
say whether, in view of the Govern¬ 
ment's attitude, Britain should send 
a hockey team to Moscow. They have 
also been asked to .stale whether in 
the event of a team not being sent 
to Moscow, they would agroc to par¬ 
ticipate in an alternative world tour¬ 
nament. Here, too, opinion is divided. 
There are forces within the hockey 
administration in Britain who feel so 
strongly about the situation in Afgha¬ 
nistan that they think a British hoc¬ 
key team should not gp to Moscow. 
Preparation, meanwhile, is continuing 
and British hockey players, recently 
returned from their strenuous exer¬ 
cise in the Champions Trophy Xogtmr 

*. . ' I ^> > 1 . 
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W0mN HOCKCY 

ri^M*9 vim 

'V\fe were 
bieaten by 
umpires' 

TOE SOVIET UNION HAD 
A sent their women*s hockey 
team to India with thd twin 
obiectivi^ of r^aying tha Indian 
team*« viait to the uSSR last 
Burner and prepanng their 
girls for the Moscow Olympics 
They lost the seven*Test senes 
but stiU the team*s chief 
7oach, Anatoli Panln» thought 
that bis players had learnt 
valuable lessons which should 
stand thenl in good stead m the 
coining Olympic campaign. 


The defeats did not worry 
him Asked what he had to say 
about the reverses at the hands 
of the Indian girls, Panin retor* 
ted with a shrewd smile 
were beaten by the umpires** 
After watching the teams be¬ 
gin the series at Delhi and end 
it in the quieter environment at 
the splendidly laid out Moti Lai 
Nehru Sports School at Rai. 
Haryana, about an hour and a 
halfs drive from the capital, 
one came to the conclusion that 
our own girls had benefited 
more than the visitors from the 
strenuous fortnight's tour Wat¬ 
ching them out-match the Soviet 
players with good teamwork, 
clever flicked passes and cen¬ 
tres from the wings did good to 
the heart of the Indian hockey 
fan who for long has been used 
to reading about the dismal de¬ 
feats of the our men's team Oui 
girls do have a future in the 
game Keep it up, girls 

The Soviet women may be 
newcomers to hockey, but they 
are no novices They have come 
up m the game to the point 
iraere they now have reasona¬ 
ble hopes of winning an Olym- 

S ic medhl A player like the 

7«year-old Natella Krasnlkova 
could be an asset to any teani, 
even some men's teams. 

In feet, We should not be 


T 



I he :>ovtet girls aft^ the match 


ashamed to learn a lesson oi 
two from them We have peo¬ 
ple in our own country who can 
teach our girls all that they 
need to know about the finer 
points of the game But we 
would do well to study the phy- 
tical conditioning methods of 
the Soviets Team management 

another a^spect we could study 
with benefit The Soviet team 
was accompanied by a woman 
doctor Olgd Morozova, who wa-s 
always on her toes The way 
she attended to Injuries, pain- 
kllling injections in one hatnd, 
should inspire some of our own 
v^omen doctors to take to sports 
medicine 

Were there many injuries on 
tour’ "Yes but not serious 
ones/' said team leader Anatoli 
Egorov, who was himself limp¬ 
ing at Rai "1 hurt my leg this 
morning playing football with 
the girls during training," he 
explained "We had some upset 
tummies, but on the whole the 
girls stood up to the rigours of 
the lour quite well/* he said, 


adding, "Our doctor was quite 
equal to the task' 

Most of the Sovitt g^rK were 
in their late 20s, an age at 
which the majoilty of our girls 
are forced to give up the game 
because of marriage children 
or motheis m-law Still, if the 
performance of the present 
Indian team is any guide, we 
need not despair Our younger 
girls despite lacking experience, 
are talented enough to hold their 
own After the success against 
the Russians, they should be 
coming forward in greater num¬ 
bers to fill up the breaches 
caused by mariiage Girls like 
goalkeeper Razia Zaldi, full back 
Gangotrl Bhandarl, wing half 
Sudha Chaudhary, and forwards 
Prem Maya Fiona Albuquerque 
and Lorraine Fernandes are 
young and still have much hoc¬ 
key in them Rupa Seini was 
outstanling ajs centre-half, but 
the college lecturer from Pun 
jab, one noticed, has started 
slowing down 

Ouf Cortespoiulj ni 


ment at Karachi, are still being put 
through their paces at one training 
weekend after another. What is more, 
they have plans for partiapation in 
a four-nation tournament at Cologne 
in May, a senes of matches against 
The Netherlands in June, culminating 
in a big tournament in London early 
in July in which New Zealand, the 
Olympic champions, are to take part 
All these plans could still fall flat if 
sotne members of the Bntish hock^ v 


board have their way It might bo 
recalled that Britain faiisd to qualify 
for the Montreal Olympic Games, ha 
ving been beaten by Belgium in a 
three match qualifying play-off Then 
record m more lecent times had pro 
ved good enough for acceptance by 
the International Hockey Federation 
and they aie now being led to feci 
that the effoit to quabfy might all 
hp been m vain One of the feais 
ol iW hockey admmislralors 7s that 


li they ignore the Government's 
wishes and go to Moscow they will 
lose their Gov'^rnmenl grant without 
which It would be uTipnssiblc to run 
the game 

The overall pi mu >f adminis^^n 
tors siltinii» c] ^ \ ami athlttes 

wond< i I g ji* ] K\ ntt IS going 
to (Up « r t [I ^ in do 

IS s'*nn Tioa will b'^ 

foUJ ( tl ( UCll it IS 




Sportsworid Exclusive 


IMRAN 
KHAN 
HITS OUT 

'Why we lost to India' 

CO MU( II HAS BLl N SAID AND 
^ wiiHori (ibuut oiii (Jisastei in 
India Ihdi om* is .iljiiosi bored oF the 
subject liow^vei, I let I that cintain 
Itnts have been iiiisn piesentcd or 
distuitid out ol piopoilion to such 
an ivciit that I ttol I should at k'ast 
atleiiipt to paiiil a iiiok realistic 
pictuie 

lo begin with, theie is absolutely 
no doubt that the Indian team that 
tonfiunted us in India was far supe¬ 
rior to the team we thrashed in 
Pakistan a year earlier. Not only 
was their scam attack better (with 
the addition of Roge&. Binny« and the 
maturing of Kapil Dev and Ghavn 
in England) and their batting 
stronger (with V^ngsarkar and Yash 
pal also gaining cxpeiience in Eng¬ 
land). they were also led superbly 
by Gavaskar. Add to this their own 
ciowds, grounds and umpiring, and 
there’s where we see the stark dif 
ference between the two sides 

However, even though we realised 
that we would be playing against a 
tar tougher opposition, we were still 
pretty confident. Despite the addi¬ 
tion of Binny and Dilip Doshi — a 
lYally fine left-arm spinner — it was 
generally believed by most (includ¬ 
ing us) that the Indian attack 
wouldn’t ^ able to run through our 
blades twice. On paper it certainly 
must be rated as the poorest atta<^ 
in the world — or at l^ast it was 
then Unfortunately we did not 
have the right batting combination 
to cope with it, and on Indian 
wickets* 

1 believe the wickets there needed 
at least two grafters in the team In 
fact, now 1 firmly believe that 
amongst strokcplayei s each Test 
team needs a couple of batsmen 
around whom the entire batting 
revolves. Wo made big scores — or 
rather safe scores — duiing the 
Bangalore and Calcutta Tests where 
Mudassar Nazar and Tashm Anf 
performed the role of sheet anchors 

Since the deebue of Mushtaq and 
Sadiq a void has been created in our 
batting line up that has only partially 
been filled by Javed Miandad I felt 
that somi one like Shafiq Ahmed, 
who has b< en a steady and consistent 
Aoier in Pakistan ciicket for years, 


would have done a fine job. Against 
the Indian seam attack on wickets 
which were non-conducive to stroke* 
play (especially New Delhi, Bombay 
and Kanpur) a batsman like him 
would have been ideal. He would 
have been able to play the sort of 
individual innings played by Veng- 
sarkar at Delhi and Bombay. 

The second reason for our consis¬ 
tent batting debacle was the failure 
of oui openers. Whenever the 
Indian openers failed, India never 
amassed huge totals It was because 
of this that Zdheer Abbas came un¬ 
der incredible pressure. There was 
cilicady immense pressure on him to 
peiform — as expectations in both 
the countries were very high as far 
his batting was concerned So when 
ho had to go in at times of crises 
and again on wickets that weren’t 
particnilarly suitable to his sort of 
game, he got into probably the worst 
*bad patch’ of his career. His failure 
put pressure right down the order — 
especially on Asif Iqbal. 

Of course, it didn’t help us going 
into the first five Tests with only two 
specialist seamers. Everyone had 
pumped ideas into the selectors’ 
heads about the spinning Indian 
wickets. Hence it was thought that 
instead of three pacemen, two spin¬ 
ners would be a better combination 
Unfortunately, not only did the 



Imtiin Khanr-^**The f^ure of Pakistan 
cricket team is not all that prominag/* 


wickets help the seamers more ex¬ 
cept at Bombay), the ladian bats¬ 
men were also exceptionaUy good at 
playing spinners. 

Finally. the famous **nttlled^ 
musde”. There are a lot of ‘ifs’ in 
cricket but during the New Delhi 
Test match there is little doubt 
that my injury prevented us from 
winning. In fact, if Ehtesham was 
playing instead of me we would still 
have won. Looking back on it, I 
consider it the biggest disappointment 
in my cricketing career. 

Not only did it prevent me from 
bawling on a wicket that every fast 
bowler dreams of, but it also ruined 
my Test match in Bombay, and kept 
me out of the Kanpur Test when 
again the conditions were ideally 
suited fur seam bowling. There is a 
lot of speculation about why 1 played 
in Bombay. The reason was very 
stiaightforward. I thought I was fit 
and really wanted to play. I wasn't 
pressunsed at any stage. It was a 
case of sheer nvscalculation on my 
part. 

It was only when I got back to 
Pakistan that I discovered what had 
been written about my injury. First¬ 
ly, some people like Col Shuja-ud-Dinl 
claimed that I was always “injury 
prone” and that I should have had a 
replacement ready. Others claimed 
that my cricket career was almost 
over etc etc 

Well, just for the information of 
these people (1) This was the first 
time I’d ever b^n injured in a Test 
matdi since I began my career in 

1971. In the Forth Test in 1978 79, 
I had a sprained bade and yet bowl 
cd throughout the match with as 
much success as any other bowler 
(2) In English County crideet since 

1972, I have not missed a single 
match through injury. Even ‘fit’ 
bowlers like Bob Willis, Andy Ro¬ 
berts, Wayne Daniel and Richard 
Hadlee have been known to miss as 
many as half the matches in a sea¬ 
son. Dennis Lillee, Jeff Thomson, 
Mike Holding, have on occasions 
been out of Test cricket for over a 
year. If J am considered injury 
prone after breaking down in three 
Test matches after a period of eight 
years, then I wonder what .would be 
an appropriate term for the bowlers 
I have mentioned. I think people 
like CoL Shuja should try to set 
their fads right before becoming 
experts on anything. 

Of course, my injury provided a 
lot of interesting material to some 
of our so-called “sports journalists”. 
These journalists are u^ortunately 
only indigenous to Pakistan. They 
are usually failures in other profes¬ 
sions and that is their only qualifica¬ 
tion for taking up writing on sports. 
Having never played the game them¬ 
selves at any level, they are obvious¬ 
ly incapable of critfd^ng its finer 
points. Hence the eqoatioir becomes 
very simple. Good performance is 
equal to the good boy image — dis- 
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A^wasa 

bailoa|]$ain 

Ton M dli«lm4 «»r 
Oib to«r of 1^0 Biei^ yoo hoi 
not AM^ttreo 

lOt (hof of tho 
Aciusofirilo jrOA thi^ UiiA WAS faiit 

A: { don’ll know if tkkt fair 
or not, bul I rem^mb^r ivteo.the 
former BCCP Chief Gen. Aj^har, 
i>eturAed home after watching the 
Madras t'dst, he had said that 
Younjs Ahmed wU! open for Pak¬ 
istan. On what ground did Gen. 
Azhar say that about Younls? He 
had hot played in any domestic 
cricket 'tournaments m Pakistan. 
In this context I believe that my 
being dropii^d from the Indian 
tour was an injustice. 

Q: Do you really think you were 
“droppEdr'? 

A: Yes, I think thers was some¬ 
thing going on behind the scenes. 
Some players playing their dirty 
politics as usual I have talked to 
(ien, Azhar» he is a perfect gentle¬ 
man. so 1 am sure it was some¬ 
body else behind the scene who 
was re.sponsible for niv beltg drop- 
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much later. 


,Qt .What da jraii 1 m*o tar 
ebont tht recent tmrt 

A: Peopk, and journaliats. have 
been saying that had 1 beeit taken 
to India, the team would have won 
the. Test series. But 1 feel it was 
not that only my absence was felt. 
We lost because of bad captaincy. 
Astf is simply a great pla^r but 
In my opinion a bad captain, Aitd 
as they say; **A bad workman 
quarrels with his tools.** 

Q: How would you rata an Ann- 
(raUan ' pace attack wttbont 
Thonison? 

A: I don’t think Thomson, 
who gets wickets through sheer 
speed, would have been successful 



rec^ but I d<nii*t think 
Jkei'ir be aa mcoessful here as 
ft^Uy be in AnsWalia 
or England. ^ 


<tt How^ dejfou conmafe 
PMC attaa wm Ansti^'bT 

A: t don’t think we should make 
conipari8eos.| Their attack is as 
good as onre <Mr vios versa. Apart 
from Imranf I have always rated 
Bhtesham as a very good pace 
bowler. Among the younger set, I 
have found Dara Bashir as one 
who can be groomed into a future 
fast bowler. 

tk How eanr we produce food 
laAbawtarst 

A: Any aspiring young bowler 
should be tfven a green, fast 
vrfdtet to bowl fast on to give him 
confidence. Naturally, we’U have 
• to prepare some such wickets. 

Qs Ton have been selected in 
the natlanal aide again after 
having been ignored Uurangbont 
tbo debode In India, How do yon 
fodr 

A: rm very delighted, naturally. 
And Fm baimy to' be back with my 
colleagues. Now that I'm back we. 
can go back to cricketing bu^ness. 

Couftesy: Cricketer. Pakistan 


cipline plus early nigtits plus morn¬ 
ing prayers, etc. Poor performance 
is equal to wine plus women plus 
politics. It was precisely these jour¬ 
nalists that cashed in on my injury. 
Very a)nveniently, my rib injury was 
shifted to my back — as the latter 
associated with excessive womanising. 
Their lecherous fanta.siosi were un¬ 
leashed on me and suddenly T be- 
':ame a drunken Casanova, 'who was 
si)ondIng the entire lour chasing 
Indian actres.ses at champagne par¬ 
ties. 

I had a taste of this brand of jour¬ 
nalism last year when we lost the 
Perth Test. A well-known journalist, 
writing in “The Herald” bad said 
that I had actually gone out with a 
young lady during the hours of play. 
I wonder if such people realise what 
a player really goes through when 
he is injured or when a batsman is 
going through a bad patch. I don't 
think they do because they've neither 
played any cricket of any conse¬ 
quence nor are they intelligent 
enough to understand a sportsman’s 
feelings being on the outside. Accord¬ 
ing to the equation of these journa¬ 
lists (i.e. Bad performance is equal 
to wine plus women plus late nights) 
—if that Is consid5red correct—the 
West Indians should nqt be able to 
beat even the blind school. 

Moreover, it must have been a 
miracle that dur team managed to 
win Test matches in Australia, New 
Zealand* and West Indies, and one- 
day fames in England where tempta- 



For some of our so-called 
''sportsjournalfsts'' good per¬ 
formance is equal to good 
boy and poor performance 
is equal to wine, women and 
politics. So, very conveni¬ 
ently my rib injury was 
shifted to my back—as the 
latter is associated with ex¬ 
cessive womanising. Their 
lecherous fantasies were un¬ 
leashed on me and / became 
a drunken Casanova spen¬ 
ding the tour chasing Indian 
actresses at champagne 
parties.' 


tions are far greater than they were 
in India. 

It was difficult not to have got car¬ 
ried away so much on the perfor¬ 
mance of some of our journalists, but 
it is hard to find words to express 
one’s feelings when one reads all 
the garbage written against the team, 
especially at a time when it needed 
encouragement. On a player like 
Zaheer it just m^ant more and more 
pressure, while I actually wondered 
on occasions whether I’ll ever bowl 
fast again. Fortunately, the public 
was much more understanding to¬ 
wards the team on its return—as 
Asif explained in a reosnt interview 
on television. 

The future of the Pakistan cricket 
team is not all that promising when 
compared to the team across the bor¬ 
der. From what I could see their, 
cricket is far better organised; and 
their first-class cricket has produced 
quite a few youngsters who are 
making the established players work 
hard for their places. Unfortunately, 
we are not so lucky. In the* near fu- 
IUIV 2 , we haven’t got replacements 
for most of our “ex-superstars". So 
far I haven't seen youngsters of the 
calibre of Sandeep Patil, Arun I.al or 
even Sunil Valson in Pakistan cricket. 

1 hope we can reorganise our do¬ 
mestic cricket so that we can tap the 
present resources and get something 
good out of it. 

Courtesy: Cricketer. Pakistan 
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Miandad: 
I'm the 
happiest 
person in 
the world 

I MMEDIAltLY AFIER WINNING 
the first Jest agamst Axistraita 
at Karachi, Javed Mtandod, the new 
captain of Pa/ciitan, dashed to hif 
hou^e uhere hts mother was waiting 
to (ongralulate him on hts very first 
victory as a captain “/t'i a great 
day for me^\ Javed declared, ‘7 am 
the most happy person and my 
ivjther IS the happtesH mother 

His first success as a captain had 
boosted hts confidence and he was 
s^ire It wouldn't be difficult to beat 
the Ausiialions at taisalabad or at 
Lahore ‘ Surely we have a better 
side. And our players have come 
back to form** '' 

Before leaving for fatsalabad for 
the second Test Javed discussed the 
tictoiy, the future of Pakistan cricket 
and the Paktstan team with the 
Spoitsworld correspondent RIA7 
AHMl D MANSUR! m hts room at 
Hotel Intercontinental, where both 
the Pakistan and Austrahan teams 
were staying, 

SPORTSWORLD: How do you f<^l 
afler the victory over the Austra- 
Uans? 

MIANDAD: We won because of 
out new spin pair, Iqbal Qasim and 
Tduseet Ahmed They bowled well 
and outclassed the Australians 
Secondly, we took the advant^e of 
the home wicket which was prepared 
foi the spinners The Australians 
were dehnitely cursing themselves 
foi not bringing the other spinners 
with them And no doqbt oui 
manager and coach Mushtaq Mohain 
mad has a big hand in this victory 
His expert advice and planning did 
the leal work 

SW: How did you lake your 
appointmoiit as a captain at such a 
young age? 

Miandad; It’s a great honour 
being appointed leader of one’s 
national team at such a young age 
as mine 1 am sure that I will be 
successful I will do my best to up 
hold the confidence reposed in me 
and 1 will do my job with all honesty 
and hard work 

SW: Greg Chappell la a very ex¬ 
perienced captain. How did you fed 
leading a team agalnat him 7 



Miandad: 1 did not feel any dit 
terent than what 1 have always felt 
1 am not exactly a novice in Test 
cricket and my experience of 28 Tests 
has given me enough confidence to 
do the captaincy against any big 
name Greg Chappell, no doubt, is 
a big name in cricket and a very ex 
peiienoed captain as well I feel 
honoured to lead the Pakistan team 
against such a great captain 

SW: Have you received full 
aupport from the senior members of 
the Pakistan team, especially from 
Zaheer Abbas and Majid KhanT 

Miandad : Yes. I did Zaheer and 
Majid and a few o|hers are quito 
senioi to me but on the field they 
lia\e co-operated fully with me. They 
hive given me all the respect which 
they used to give to the other cap 
taiihi in the past They arc my 
fi lends They have acknowledged me 
as their captain 

SW : When did you hear the news 
that you have been named the cap¬ 
tain of the Pakistan cricket team? 

Miandad: I was m Bombay stay 
ing with jny relatives When I reach¬ 
ed home late in the evening they 
told me that 1 had been made the 
captain. 1 thought they must be 
joking and 1 didn’t believe it. but 
late in the mght I heard on the radio 
that 1 have been chosen to Jbad 
against the visiting Australians.' T 
was surprised and of course happy 
to receive such a great honour to 


kdd my country Immediately 1 
rushed to book my seat for Karachi 

SW: During the first Test, did 
you consult the past captains about 
the game’s strategy? 

Miandad . Yes, 1 consulted and 
look advioe from two ui three past 
captains. In fact, they themselves 
discussed things with me But most 
of all I consulted and made plans 
with our manager and coach Mushtaq 
Mohammad who himself was a great 
captain of Pakistan 

SW : What do you think about the 
future of Pakistan cricket 

Miandad: After losing the series 
against India In India, 1 was feeling 
that our boys were lacking in co^nfi- 
dence We must regain our confi¬ 
dence first. Our hard work, real 
hard training and eight hours cricket 
in the camp, cxerases, planning dif¬ 
ferent other tactics—all have helped 
and now you can see how much im¬ 
proved wGi* are After this series is 
over we intend to continue building 
our team into a fighting combination 

As the West Indians will be tour¬ 
ing Pakistan in the coming winter, 
we hope to be ready to face the 
world beaters with a lot of new blood 
in our team. Besides, Mushtaq 
Mohammad will be available as a 
naoager-cum-coach to five every as¬ 
sistance and expert advice if needed. 
This sui^ly will be of immense value 
for Infusing new life into the team, 
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S UNIL MANOHAR GAVASKAR’S 
withdrawal from the proposed 

West Indies tour (which of 

course has been caaoelled) 

prompted his critics to 

such lowly suggestions as the dyna¬ 
mic little batsman has taken a 
lesson from Geoffrey Boycott. A 
pity that, for Gavaskar has surely 
proven himself above such slighting 
commentary, but he is indeed lucky 
to be missing an appointment with 
the world’s greatest fast bowling 
quartet. In fact, 1 am one of those 


crUics prepared to say Roberts, 
Garner, Croft and Holding, in the 
one team, are the greatest pace 
bowling combination the game has 
ever seen. They have triumphed on 
pitches regarded by experts as sup¬ 
porting only the talents of batsmen 
as well as those of the greener, liveli¬ 
er variety. They have beaten injury 
—Roberts had operations on his 
knees. Holding once so badly dama¬ 
ged a shoulder, in fact, many fear^ 
he would bowl no more. Croft has 
been worried by musde problems, a 
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legacy of that jerky, ac^oa. 

that oootMts htf bw M iacredib^ 
Gamer,..? watdiuiff him 

down those yarkers bambm 
one muses he may oaa diw trSM aa. 
his hand in the foUow-uriMigh, sa 
long are his arms. For most of this 
Australian summer H was Garner's 
turn to turn -Greg Chappell’s men 
weak at the knees. He bowled the 
most overs in Testa (127) and took 
14 wickets at best, 21.S. 

Gamer la not as fast as the other 
three, but he bas a disturbing habit 
of mbdog yorkers with bouncers. 
Ihait is quite a feat because of the 
extraordinary difforence in length. 
The adjustment is extreme. And fw 
that reason Gamer is not always a 
success but be remains difficult to 
get awsy because of hb great 
height o ft. 7 inches. Imagine 
then that when this giant of a man 
reaves the point delivery he 
actually releases the ball from a 
height of something like 11 feet. 
Probably that comes over the top of 
any sightscreen In the world. So 
should no have an off day in length 
and dlremion, he is Still rather 
difficult to pick up, even for the most 
accomplished batsman. 


The young Australian Pqtcr Toohey, 
who had such a good series in the 
West Indies in 1977, is a player I 
feel of good eye. Yet he spoke of 
Gamer with awe... ‘T find it next to 
impossible to Judge the length, a full 
toss you think but it’s a yorker,” he 
says/’puUing and hooking are out,” 


On that tour I saw Garner turn in 
the most terrifying spell. It was in 
the second Test at Barbados Ken¬ 
sington Oval, Sobers’ home ground, 
late on the third day. Just a normal 
evening, normal pitdi, but Garner 
was in perfect synchronisation. The 
short balls Ufted alarmingly causing 
the Australians to fend desperately 
or perhaps die. And now and again 
there was that toe smashing yorker, 
perfectly ^tdied^ He broke Bruce 
Yardley’t toe. But he broke the 
Australians’ spirit most of all. A 
short loping run, and he gathers 
himself together Just before the 
crease. And then those great big 
eyes roll around at the point of 
delivery. Ibat 1977 tour by Bob 
Simpson’s young Australlana atresaed 
just how mean Hiese pacemear are. 
They slaughtered the Auatraliana 
well withlii the five daya in^eadh of 
the three Tests they played before 
pulling out when the Paotef fpteea 
surfamd in Guyana. 


I THINK COUN CROFT HA'tKS 
I ligt«nen«>porhaps that (a: tue 
faat bowler’s Job, although I qttaaidMt 
the wey Croft went about it <m tiipt 
tour, m the blend game egalpat 
Aimtruie Croft, bowling dowsw^id 
witt the aeooad new li^ for GuyiMa, 
created Grdham YiUiop’s Jaw^ timn 
stemmed e bouncer Into the back of 
tallender Ydrdley’n head, 'nere wm 
blood. Ytrdley, strati 

f round, waa .twlt<‘ 

'or many fodiana, 


out on..ma 

_^g it the foot 

ana, tihet may rovlvt 



. Ntri 

fluMeiiM by vMeat Griffltb. nr 
Croft it «m«roBtly nteaBt notUoff, 
H* ctood im* (Batting and amOinK 
wKh a tnaia^ate. I hav« ragard for 
my (ettow cnckaten, ev«n if they 
are opponanta,. So, I auapeot, do 
most crkltMari. 

Croft is not only a violent bowler 
but O' freak. His inwroach ia atraigbt 
until about Avf paces from the 

8 unipa wkifi M vears away wide of 
le creaao.'tna# tmoa. H« infringaa 
the no-ball rule bybehig too wide of 
the return crease, a point umpires 
jmlaht weli police a IKtie more doae- 
ly. From there, one WOttli expect 
him to only slant ^ baU across 
from oil to leg of the righi hander, 
yet.i« has a remarkable ablUty to 
aicSipiy cut the ball from leg to oA. 

In tws season in Australia he howled 
a lot around the wickot. a devar ploy. 
as he retained within the batsman!* 
mind the feeling he would come back 
into the body. But be straightened 
the ball up, and notably got Kim 
Hughes' wicket simply in the last 
Test, caught at slip. 

The point about Oroft'a bowling 1 
find most thought-provoking is the 
number of times be is no-balled when 
bowling bumpers. There is a pre¬ 
valence of thu now “going through 
the crease" I call it. It is intimida¬ 
tion. Even if it is not applied on 
purpose. It is dangerous. It is cheat¬ 
ing. When he hit Yardley and Yallop 
Croft went through the crease a 
good deal. Imaglne°this—thd socket 
is perfect for batting, the fast bowler, 
great though be is, is getting little 
help. Suddenly he bowls a bumper 
from 18 yards at top pace. The result 
U frightening. The batsman is un¬ 
settled. His reflexes cannot noaslUy 
cope with such an expreas delivery. 
In Bruce Yardley’s caae, b* la lucky 
to be alivc^ 

I T fS DlPnCULT THOUGH TO 
Paint Andy Roberts and Midieal 
Holding WMh that atroke of mean¬ 
ness. ^beriis is so quiet, his aetton 
totally withoat Sggreasien. Holdings 
what poetry In motion. I could sit 
and watch Michael Holding run In 
and bowl, run In and bQwi...cb, 
forever. The graceful walk hack 
the head high, diin tilted, Utbe^ 
body. Suddenly, the pMuette, and 
he begins that long flowing run—- 
diouldera swaying from aide to aide 
evor so alightly. The elbows bent, 
the wrists limy. Then the release. 
It is easy to see how HoMiag ripped 
Ms hotting abovlder, p^use 
f^re Is venr Uttle bq& in Ms a^on. 
Wh^s UUhe gets 1 ^ on. Holding 
ig chtot to the batsman. But his 
nombiitttitt it ao great at mUvery 
sod hit aheuMer toroit ao groat, he 
genarates snofmous spMdI. 

Whan the West Indioi came to 

my itfvntlmn liidutti BoldhMi ^ 

'atia|. Hi wro pMdtad m «ror 


igo mikM an how. Ha hod <miy lustl 
beaten that ahenMar InjPir. Hal 
came bade slowiy on the Australians* 
187'/ tow at Sahma Park in Jamaica. 
He was' irrasigUUe .as stoadfly he 
found Ma rhythm and line Just like 
it used to be. Field glasses are not 
often the correct way to watch 
cricket at you don't get the over^ 
picture. But in that Jamaica versus 
Australia match 1 watched HoMiog 
bowling to David OgUvie, the Austro-, 
lian opener. Ogilvie is an advocate 
of the helmet. He wwe it as a mark 
of respect for Holding in that gams 
and with good reason. 

In the second innings Holding, wMb 
no perceptible change in action from 
me .fteaoy good length delivery one 
before, let Ugiivie try to combat a 
buuncer. It wasn't very short really 
and Ugllvia was back for an orthodox 
back ctefenoe. It steepicd at him and 
ail he could do was nod his head ever 
so sughily forward the ball shaved 
the helmet. Ogiivie, a ruddy faced 
voung cnap with freckles, looked just 
a shade pale wben be came up for 
sir. Holding was Just after Garner 
in this series, 14 wickets at 22 and 
Just before Croft, 16 wickets, the 
must, at 23 Roberts slipped to 11 
wickets at 27. Some slip~-Dymock 
was Australia’s beat with identical 
strike rate and Lillee had 12 wteksta 
at 30. 

Maybe though, Andy has ' bed 
enougb. He married before this teW 
and has always struck me as the 
thoughtful type of cricketer who 
might be aUe to put his perawMl 
happiness above the game. Until he 
erased the Chappells from the score¬ 
board in the space of two bfdia in 
that Adeline Teat, 1*4 have mM 
Robert* might well have hia beet days 
behind him. 

One sbobld never write off great 
fast bowlers. There is an English 
cricket writer name Robin Mariar 
wbo came to Australia this summar 
prepared to scathingly tag Dennis 
Lillee as “baling and ageing*’. Hb 
comments have been noticeable mere 
recently simply for fheir ahsenoa. 
Lillee reslly destroyed England. And 
so Roberts, more memorably than 
Croft. Garner or HoUUng, all better 
performed here in thtt three-Test 
series, shsttered AustriUa. 

Still, Roberts is capable of prodtt^ 
Ing the thunderbolt from that smooth, 
flowing run in. And like Holding 
there ia hardly a dumge in effort. 
Bade to 18T7,tw time 'Imidaid. 'Ae 
West Indies bowled first on s pitch 
that bad sweated badly overnight. 
On strike, Peter Toobey. Bowlm|. 
Colin Croft A bumper. Pour, Off 
roes CroH and Us^ briWH back 
Roberts. A bumper. 

whan it Mt the biU onlte hf(k,pf 
Ms bit, up near ttie hm^ It aUn 

tejs ‘sya H’ATi 



Afidv Ito b a rt t eu f ia W t of ralansfag 
tbundarboltir 

dangeroua bowler. SMaa around the 
wwid may pray tog nflaf, injury or 
retiramant. 

1 Sylveeter Clarha are on ataadhy. 
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Profile 


Hadlee: 
First Kiwi 
superstar 

R. T. BRITTENDEN profi¬ 
les Richard Hadlee, hero 
of New Zealand’s win over 
West Indies. 

'limEN RICHARD HADLEE HAD 
Ww Gordon Greemdge out on the 
third morning of the first Test between 
New Ziealand and the West Indies, 
he took his Test tally to 113. only 
three short of the New Zealand re¬ 
cord held by Richard Collinge. It 
seemed inevitable then that before 
the three-match aeries was over. 
Hadlee would have set a new mark 
for his ctiuntry (Indited he did, 
Hadlee finished the eertes mth an 
aggregate of 126 wickets, JO more 
than Collmge^s —^Ecbtor ) 

Such success has come his way 


steadily. He is the youngest of a 
notable cricket family, and, in a 
changing cricket world, be has be¬ 
come New Zealand’s first superstar 
Wherever he plays now, in New 
Zealand, the crowds begin a diant of 
*'Had-lee, Had-lee” to offer their 
favourite player encouragement. This 
sort of spectator reaction is quite 
new to New Zealand, but Hadlee 
seems to respond to such urgings 
and there is no doubt of his quality 
as a Test player. 

Tall and lean, be is a genuinely 
fast bowler. Not. of course, as quick 
as Lillee or Thomson at their best, 
but probably a shade below the pace 
of Imran Khan. But he is fast enough 
to trouble the best of batsmen, and 


he bowls the uui-5witiger particular^ 
ly well. Moreover, he is an exdtitil 
left-hand batsman. Had he put hli 
mind to it, he could have been a Test 
batsman without having to howl. But 
he has concentrated on his mwling. 
and has developed into a quick-scor¬ 
ing, very valuable if sometimes quite 
unorthodox batsman late in the or 
der Pakistan will remember that he 
can play soundly and responsibly on 
occasion. He and Warren Lees set a 
New Zealand Test record for the 
seventh wicket in all Tests when 
they put on 186 at Karachi in 1976-77 

Hadlee came into fir&t-class cridtet 
in 1971-72. and only two matches la¬ 
ter had a hat-trick for his province, 
Canterbury, against Central Districts 


Hadlee's 

feat 
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Everymky vxu erowntd the ‘hone of the 
yeon* when U won the IniSan Turf tnuka- 
tkm Cup, the country'* premier roefng 
event, m Calcutta on Mercn $. Bveryneky 
is owned by Mr S, C. Khoton and woe 
gained by Rathid ByremjL For the latter 
U was the ipxth win in eSyht y e a r s . Sandy 
Barclay was the jockey. ' 

Pictures show: (top) Everynshy being 
j^a^ by Byrotnji (ieft) and Barday 
(fight). (Above) Everynsky no. 3 going 
around the paddodk before tMv mee. 
(Above left) The Inejtatlon Oi^ (I^> 
Barday. 









Mukesh Parp an 


Interview 


Boycott: 

Both 

Sunny and 
I are good 

T hough geoff boycott has 

been playtng Test cricket for 16 
years, the Jubilee Test agamst India 
was hti ftrst tn India. Reputed to be 
a difficult person, Boycott was any¬ 
thing but that m Bombay. He was 
relaxed confident and Itght-hearted. 
On landiruci at Bombay he declared 
tonguem-cheeh • **lf ever a World 
XT was selected with me and Sunny 
Gavoskar as openers, they wouldn^t 
have to bother about the nme who 
came after us'* 

For Indians it was instructive to 
note that Boycott, tvho will be 40 in 
October, was always fielding in the 
deep How many senior Indian Test 
players can me recall fielding at third 
man^ But then Boycott is a na-fvss 
professional. 


8W : Thli was yomr flnt vistt to 
India. What were your impr e aiiono 
of criekrt here ~ iho crowdi. ihe 
wick<^t T 

BOTCOTT : I was a bit disappoint¬ 
ed. I had heard so much about there 
being enormous crowds in India and 
there just weren^t those enormous 
crowds. I’ve only once played in a 
crowd of over 50,000, in Melbourne tn 
1965 and I was looking forward to 
playing in front of a 50,000'60,000 
crowd, which would have been quite 
an occasion Secondly, I had heard 
such a lot from Sunny Gavaskar par- 
ticulaily, and also from the England 
players, about how good the pitcdies 
were. They were (supposed to be) 
bucking surfaces, which turned so 
that the spinners got m the game. 
These days a lot of countries seem 
to be predominantly (reliant on) fast 
bowling. I felt that coming to India 
where the spinners would have op¬ 
erated would have been good for the 
game. But to come and play in Bom 
bay on a pitch which resembled an 
English pitch, whero the ball bounc 
ed and seamed, was very disappoint 
ing For these two reasons, the match 
wa's a disappoin ment — for the pub¬ 
lic as well as the players. 

8W : You were lo king forward to 
playing the aplnners T 

BOYCOTT : Yes I was. India has 
always produced very good spinners 
and they (the Indians) seem to have 
very supple wrists, Bedi, Venkal, 
Chandra, have been very great per 
formers. And Prasanna, who was a 
marvellous bowler. 


His interview was also in the same 
vetn Biulally frank about the per¬ 
sonal problems that beset him the 
^eoion befcne last, Boycott had no 
illusions about how good a player he 
IS As he says at one pomt, hir re¬ 
cord speaks for itself With an aggre- 
gate of 6557 runs from 88 Tests at 
an average of 4833 (17 centuries) it 
sure does. 


8W : To what would you a tribute 
the difference in your p rformance 
in Aus ralia thto a and th^ s**a- 
Bon before? You did very well this 
time. 

BOYCOTT : Usually I have done 
very well, in most forms of cricket. 
It was only last year that I didn’t do 
very well. This was because of a 
combi«iation of reasons. I got a very 


Geniuses meet face to face—Boycott (left) and Gavaskar during the Jubilee 



‘AU fast bowlers are difficult, 
but all spinners are good 
also / take them all as they 
come along / have been 
playing Test cricket for 16 
years and so I must be able 
to play all types of bowlers 
/ win some and lose some 
There’s nobody I would spe¬ 
cially pick out more than 
anyone else ' 


bad thumb injury m the English sea¬ 
son in 78 and 1 was out for six 
weeks, couldn’t even hold a bat 
Secondly, my mother had a long and 
serious illness and then she died of 
cancer Thirdly, Yorkshire sacked me 
as the captain So, the injury, which 
meant a loss of confidence the per¬ 
sonal loss of my mother and the pro¬ 
fessional loss with Yorkshire, was 
just too much for me to cope with 
It was impossible for me to plav 
good cricket when I was at such an 
emotional low 

SW : Did playing one-day crlckH 
In Australia help you to play more 
unmhibit dly ? 

BOYCOTT : Not particularly I 
just play the cricket that 1 have to 
play. 

SW : Which fast bnwl n have you 
found it most difficult to play ? 

BOYCOTT: All fast bowlers are 
difficult, but all spinners are good 
also I take them all as they come 1 
have been playing Test cneJeet now 
for 16 years and so I must be able to 
play all types of bowlers I win some 
and lose some. 

SW : Of the present lot, Lillee, 
Roberts ? 

BOYCOTT : Well, they are all 
very good. But just like batsmen 
they have good days and bad days 
There’s nobody I would sptdally pick 
out more than anyone else 

SW : What do you think of Kapil 
as a bowler T 

BOYCOTT : He’s a very fine bowl¬ 
er His performances in the last 12 
months have been quite astonishing 
He swings the hall a gr'^at d'^al, 
which is an art which had got lost a 
little bit along the way Just as there 
aren’t many spinners in Test cricket 
now because the quick bowlers domi¬ 
nate, there are not too many true 
swing bowlers There are a lot of peo¬ 
ple who bowl quick or they hit the 
deck and the ball deviates but not 
many who actually swing it through 
the air. Kipil. like Ian Botham, can 
swing and seam it and that’s why 
both of them have had such remark 
able success recently. 

S!V9 : Were you happy with your 
baiting here? 

BOYCOTT : Yes. considering the 
surface we played on It was a sea 















iners* pitch, and not very many peo¬ 
ple made a lot of runs. I thouf^ht 
that I had played very well. I played 
pretty well in the first inninas until 
I got one that pitched and left me 
very quickly. And when most were 
(playing and) missing a lot, I think 
I missed only twice in the two in* 
nings I played. 

SW : You have a fondneaa for the 
English cap. There are pciurcv 
showtag you wRh only shorts and a 
cap OIL why is that so T 

BOYCOTT : You mean why I wear 
my cap regularly instead of a floppy 
hat? Well, I am a traditionalist and I 
was brought up to believe that when 
you earned your English cap, it was 
the highlight of your career. In the 
old days, it was the tradition that 
the team wore exactly the same 
sweaters. They were a team and they 
looked a team in every respect. And 
it is something I have been brou^t 
up to believe in and something which 
I try and cany out. In tact. 1 tried 
one of the hats in the final session 
yesterday (the third day of the Jubi¬ 
lee Test) and I found it very very 
strange and as you saw I didn’t come 
out with it this morning (the fourth 
day) and I came out with my cap on 
again. 

SW : Would you like to say some¬ 
thing aKut the comments you made 
in Australia about you having to play 
when y4*u didn’t want to play in a 
particular match ? 

BOYCOTT : Not really. 1 had an in¬ 
jury and it was as simple as that. I 
hurt my hanu and my neck and I 
was out of the game for a couple of 
weeks. 

SW : You didn’t want to play at 
that time t 

BOYCOTT : Not at all. 1 didn’t 
think 1 was fit to play and that’s 
what I told the captain and the selec¬ 
tors. They wanted me to play 
even though 1 wasn’t fit. 

SW : So you played under protest? 

BOYCOTT : No, I played in the 
end because 1 thought it was in the 
interest of the side. But like all play¬ 
ers, I also feel that I can play well 
only when Tm reasonably fit. 

SW : How many years do you 
think will you be playing cricket ? 

BOYCOTT : I haven’t a clue. 

SW : You feel absolutely fit right 
now T 

BOYCOTT ; I take each six months 
as It comes. I’m pretty fit and I’m try¬ 
ing hard. I don’t drink or smoke and 
I’m enjoying mv cricket at the mo¬ 
ment. 1 take each season as it comes 
along. I don’t look too far. 

SW : Can it be said tha* crick t is 
the prime thing in your life 7 

BOYCOTT : Well Ihjre are other 
things that I like doing. But cricket 
has been my profession. 

SW : Everything revolvea around 
cricket in your life ? 

BOYCOTT ; I think with every 
^professional man it has to. 
8 



'Who's better, Sunil or I ^ 
/ don't think it is a question 
people should seriously con¬ 
sider We, I feel, are both 
very good players ' 


Just like (it is with) Bjorn Borg in 
tennis or Jack Nicklaus in golf. You 
cannot escape it, for you can only es¬ 
cape It for a few days at a time. And 
if you try to escape it often, then you 
would not perform very well at 
your job. I think you have to be 
aware of it all the time. You have to 
have the time to practice and there 
must be time for you do certain 
things to get yourself in the right fra¬ 
me of mind. And you have to play 
very often at it to do well. Jack Nic- 
klaus cut down his schedule of tour¬ 
nament last year and played very 
very few, in fact the least he had 
ever played, and be had the worst 
season he had had for a number of 
years. 

SW: Do you have any ambitiona 
!cf in cricket ? 

BOYCOTT : Not at all I try and 
play, and play well and enjoy it and 
lust see what comes. 

SW : Are yon enjoying it a bit 
more than what you us d to earlier? 

BOYCOTT : I enjoy it all the time 
Each season brings it own 
problems and if you are a 
professional, you have to coun¬ 
ter them. It is just like each new 
bowler brings in new problems and 
you have to try and find a way out 
of it. It is just the same with each 
season. 

SW : Have you ever regretted 
fact that at certain timts you made 
ynureelf unavailable for England ? 

BOYCOTT : Oh, I don’t kno’w, that 
is in the past. 


7 haven't a due as to how 
long /// carry on playing 
cricket / take each six months 
as It comes along I'm pretty 
fan and I'm trying hard / 
don't took too far ' 


SW : Doeu playtiig and iwkwlng 
rattle yea ? 

BOYCOTT : No, I don’t think so. 
Does it rattle Sunil Gavaskar ? 

SW : No H doeau’t rattle the brat. 

BOYCOTT : We tell ourselves that 
the bowler has bowled a good ball. 
And we accept it as one of the things 
of the game. It’s almost impossible 
for any batsman to hit every ball in 
the middle. He’s only playing with g 
four and a quarter inch of wood. And 
the bowler can bowl with all kinds 
of speeds, he can do many things 
with the ball. Then there is the un¬ 
predictability of the bounce of the 
pitch, and the ball is going to cut and 
seam or spin or swing. There arc 
some batsmen who play and miss 
lesser than most others, and I’m cer¬ 
tainly one of those. 

SW : Do you think there is a parti¬ 
cular way a left-handed oeamer can 
trouble you any more than other 
bowlers? 

BOYCOTT : I don’t know, you 
better ask them. 

SW : It has been felt by many that 
you have problems with the ball ang¬ 
ling across. 

BOYCOTT : Well, if they say so. 

SW : No, 1 would like to ask you. 
Whether you think that it’s a part of 
you that.... 

BOYCOTT : (Breaking m) Well, 
my record speaks for itself. 

SW : Who do you think is better, 
you or Sunny ? 

BOYCOTT : That’s not for me to 
decide. I don’t think it is a question 
people should seriously cunsidei. 
We, I feel, are both very good play¬ 
ers. We have some similarities : good 
concentration, good temperament 
and we can both play long innings’. 
We both play the new bill and one 
of the things opening batsman learn 
to do is what to play and what not to 
play. It’s important to decide what 
not to play specially when the ball is 
moving around. And we have some 
opposite things since he plays in cer¬ 
tain areas and I play in different 
ones. But there are a lot of similari¬ 
ties between us. And I think the main 
thing for people is to try and enjoy 
all players in their different styles. 

SW : Sunil has this problem wheni 
he faces a ball that lifts Ju t short of 
a good length* He is right behind it, 
so if the ball lifts he can^t gJi away 
—the ban wiU hit either his glove or 
his bat. Do you face a tmilar 
problem ? 

BOYCOTT: That probably happ¬ 
ens to Sunil a little more because he 
is a small person, like most people of 
the Indian race. But it’s all relative 
because when we, who are of a good 
height, come up against somebody 
like Garner who is six feet eight 
then everybody—Viv Bichards, Chve 
Lloyd, Greg Chappell—has a problem 
because the ball comes so steeply. 
But Sunny has done pretty well for 
his height hasn’t he ? I don’t think 
it really matters. 

Intf^rview with AJAY KUMAR 



For your record book 


Kiri'sdouble 

O N FEBRUARY 17, SYED 
MujtalKi Hussain Kkmani. 
30, became the first—and only— 
In^an wicket-keeper to claim 100 
Test victims wimn be caught 
England opener Geoff Boycott off 
Roger Bmny in the first innings 
of the Jubilee Test at the Wan- 
khede Stadium, Bombay* Since 
he had already completed 1,000 
runs in Test cricket, oe becomes 
the ninth m the world to achieve 
the wicket-keeper’s double. He 
.reached the target m his 42nd 
Test Of his victims, T7 were 
caught and 23 were stumped. 

In the last series against Pakis¬ 
tan Kirmani equalled N S Tam 
bane’s record of claiming 19 vic¬ 
tims against Pakistan He also 
hold^ the lecord of having the 
highest number of victims in a 
[ series against all of the other na¬ 
tions playing Test against India. 

Highest number of victims in a 
series for India • 

Against Pakistan 19 (17 ct & 
2 St) (in Ihd) in 1979-80 senes 
(N S Tamhane also bolds this 
record in 1954-55 series) 

Against Australia 14 (11 ct. & 
3 St) (in Ind) in 1979 series. 

Against West Indies 10 (7 ct & 
3 St) (m Ind) in 1978-79 senes 

Against England 11 (5 ct. & 
6 St ) (in Ind) in 1976-77 series 
(Bharat Reddy also holds this re¬ 
cord in 1979 series) 

Against New Zealand Kirmani 
has twice taken 10 victims in a 
senes* 10 (8 ct & 2 st.) (in N.Z.) 
in 1976 senes and 10 (9 ct. & 
1 St.) On Ind.) in 1976 series (F. 
Engineer also holds this record in 
the 1967-68 series) 

Kirmam also equalled Tam- 
bane’s record of baving the high¬ 
est number of vicLms by a wio- 
ket-keeper in an innmgs for India 
when be got six New Zealand 
batsmen (5, caught, 1 stumped) at 
Christchurch in 1976. Tamhane 
had set up the record against 
Pakistan at Karachi in 1954-55. 
Subsequently Kirmani achieved 
the feat twice more — against 
Australia at Delhi in 1979 and 
against Pakistan at Madras 1979- 
80. On both occasions all six 
victims were caught by him. 

Kirmani has scored 1,439 (42 
Test, ave. 21.67). He now has 101 
victims—78 caught, 23 stumped. 

PARVINDER SINGH NARANG 


Vishy's 

5,000 

L ast month (February i 8) 
Vishwanath became the 
second Indian player to achieve 
the distinction of scoring 5.000 
runs in Test crideet He achiev¬ 
ed this milestone when he exe 
ciited his first scoring stroke in 
India’s second innings in the Gol¬ 
den Jubilee Test against England 
at Bombay. Gavaskar (5974 runs) 
was the first Indian to achieve the 
feat, 

Gundappa Rangnath Vishwa 
nath, born on February 12. 1949, 
began his Test career against 
Australia at Kanpur in 1969 by 
scoring 0 and 137 and became the 
only batsman in the world to 
score a century and a duck in the 
same Test on debut 

When Vishwanath scored 145 
against Pakistan at Faislabad In 
1978. he became the first Indian 
player to score a century against 
every Test-nlaymg country. He 
has played in the last 65 Tests 
without a break, which is an 
Indian record. The world record 
IS held by Sir Garry Sobers, who 
played in 85 consecutive Tests for 
West Indies 

Vishwanath has to bis credit 
one more outstanding achieve- 
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ment, that of scoring 30 fifties 
(centuries excluded) In Test cric¬ 
ket, whidh are the most for India. 
(2olin Cowdrey's 38 fifties for 
England constitute a world record 
for most fifties in Test cricket 

Following are the complete bat¬ 
ting statistics of Vishwanath up 
to the Jubilee Test.— 





Lillee's 200 

D ennis ullle, the greai 

Australian fast bowitr, cap 
tuicd his 200th wickot in Test 
trnkot on lebiuaiy 2 1980 when 
he dismissed John Levn of Lng 
land in the thud list at Mel 
bouino. which was his 38*th Only 
one other man has achieved the 
feat in trwtr Tests Claine 
Giimmett Austral a’s legbieak 
bowler did it in 36 Tests At thv.* 
start of the Brisbane Test v West 
Indies, Lillee was 29 short of the 
200 mark His lOOlh victim was 
West Indian Vivian Richards at 
Brisbane in 1975-76, in his 22iid 
Test 

So far, only five Australians 
have taken over 200 wickets m 
Tests They are R Benaud (218) 
G McKenzie (246), R Lindw ill 
(228), C V Gnnimetl (216) and 
Lillee (20b) Lillee has taken 25 
or more wickets in a senes thiice 
51 wickets V England m Lngland 
1972 27 Wickets v West Indies in 
Austiald 1975-76, 25 wicktls v 

England in Austialia 1974-75. He 
has claimed 10 wickets or more 
in a match five times and five oi 
nunc in an innings fifteen times 




V England 

v West Indies 
\ N Zealand 

V Pakistan 
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Lavish generous 
Cologne fragrance 
tingling with freshness 
Freshness you can face 
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l ike it or lumg it 


Ron Hendricks 


T HL BLULPRINT 01 A NATIONAL 
bporih policy—whatevei that is 
supposed to niedn—been 
lorwarded to the goveinment by the 
All India Council of Sports Fiiin 
dcciMons on the leconiinendauuns 
will be taken at a high level 
nueting on all tools day Now, now 
watch It That's not a vali<i reason 
foi a cynical smile There is no 
escape trom the propaganda value 
of sport and India, like any other 
(ouiUiy, IS keen on improving its 
image on the spoils fields ot the 

WOllfl 

I once described the AICS as a 
body that was casiiated at birth and 
could not be expected to giow in 
potencN It IS little more than a 
cNaiiiig housi toi giaiiUs and 
( ndoi'-ements lor trips abroad by 
this or that sport*/ sguad The AICS 
its( It has giown woaiy of its 
idvisoiy lole It would like to 
.uquiit b<ith f mgs and cltiws 

f! tnvisigcs itself as an autonomous 
botl,' with a )i\<d biidgi L in the 
11 ituin il spoils poliGv It has 
luiMUilated It also rails toi a 
a lull fledged Spoils Miiustiv oi at 
least an independent u 11 with an 
e thcicnt m cictai lat 

I h( value of smh i,dinimsli«itive 
M forms debaUible I he Bntisb 
SporU Council, which spends a 
Foilune on coaching s(hemes for 
V UK us clisciplineis is not without Us 
(iilns ft still has to deal with the 
Ic !i atjons who aie jealous ot then 
mtonomv ind will tohiate no 
suggestion of dn> eiosion of then 
iiiheieiit lights the position us no 
different m oui own counliy In th 
liiial analysis the onus of piepaiing 
and selecting trams for international 
events rests with the fcjdeiations 
1 hr AK S would like sport to bt 
dctivatcnl in the schools and 
collrges It belie vc-s that each 
educational msliluUon must have 
its own playing ft<?ld or holds 
swimming poolls and ceiuits Ihcic is 
nothing new in tins ideal More than 
a decade ago the Lducation Mmistiy 
de cidrd that no new school should 
he saiirtJoned unless it had 
piovision lor a playing held. But 
how many urban and ruial schools 
enioy that privilege*’’ 

Lducation is a State subiect and 
compiohcnsive legislation on it at 
the national level luns into all kinds 
of icgional snags The AICS format 
IS not I rally bothered by this It 
insists that sports—and not merely 
the basic disciplines of athletics, 
gviiiiinastics and aquatics— should be 
made a compulsory subirct ui all 
educational institutions 

Most schools charge a games 
fee today without providing the 
oppo^Mhities and the facilities for 


all thru pupils to paituipatr m 
sport How much of this monry i<» 
divrited for other extracurricular 
activities one will never know Bui 
then have been mstanavs where th< 
games fee h is lx»rn spent on the 
maintenance of ornamental gaidens 
|j\ principals 

lh( minimum qualifii ations for 
iobs b( ing whal it is in our country 
iheu seems to be no escape from 
the paper chase for children If 
sport is made a compulsory subioct 
it would help to enable a boy or a 
gill to develop ccitain special 
aptitudes at the right agt . 

That could encourage an 
iiwdieiicss of sport in the minds 
of both pupils and parLnls but 
unless wc have noighbouthood club^ 
in III ban in<j rural anas with 
voUmtaiv pldv leaders to guide and 
incomage youngsters w( will nevei 
be 1 trulv spoils consciou, lountry 
md millions will conlmuo lo be 
lost to ‘^pnit each year 

All DOUBIi ABOUT INDIA 
hosting the 1982 Asian Gaines have 
been set at lest The Indira Gandhi 
govc'inmenf has lost no time m 
accepting the comiiiitmcnt and 
giving the oiganising committee the 
gn c n signal to go ahead with its 
coiistiuction phins ITio Charan 
Singh complex created a good deal 
of confusion and a great deal ot time 
lias been lost The construction work 
will have to be plafc^d on a wai 
tooting to gel things icady on time 

1 he (Jigdiiis lUoii luoblem^ will 
be 111 my and vaiicd That is not of 
imiULclidte interest to the average 
spectator He would like to sec 
Indian competitors put up a good 
show m as many sports disciplines 
as possible Ancl it is time the 
fedcialions worked on their plans 
foi the pieparatiun of their 
icpicsciitatives right away Ot 
rouise their primary conevin at the 
nionunt is trying to lurnp onto the 
Moscciw Came s bandwagon Jt ii» to 
be hoped that thp lOA will turn its 
sails and not encourage nohopers to 
make the tiip at the expense of the 
taxpayci lew federations .idopl a 
constructive and s<t<'ntihc appioach 
to the preparation of their 
lepresentatives for eithei the 
Olympic or the Asian Games They 
treat matters on an ad hoc basis 

TAKE THE CASE OF INDIAN 
hockey The affairs of the federation 
are in quite a mess Instead of 
accepting the hnality of the 
resignation of M A M Raniaswamy, 
vice piesicients Katare and Balrai 
Aher will go to Madras, cap in hand, 
and try and persuade the president 
to uinain in officx* until the long 
overdue annual general meeting is 
held Whc'n and whcie who knows 


Ihe IHl will lontiiuie to be a 
headless wonder m this Olyinpic 
year I hats bad What’s worse is the 
fact that the selectors are still 
whistling in the dark Thais why 
they have chosen 42 piobablcs from 
whom 16 will be rinallv selected for 
next months cruadrangulai at Kuala 
L ampul The selectors seem to have 
leai ned nothing from our 
paitKipation in the Champions Cup 
at Kaidchi earhei in the veai and 
fiom the National Championship at 
Cuttack 

Guichaian bingh Bixlhi who 
handled thp victorious squad at the 
19/9 Woild Cup at Kuala Lampur, 
has btcMi recalled He is no nuracle 
wuikcr And Bodhi will hnd himself 
up against it with such an 
unwicidlv numbci ol plaveis lo 
li am 

Ihe mam piublcm with Indian 
huckey icsts with the intermediate 
hue Wt do not have halt backs of 
icil inlet national class The lads in 
rh(v uinning loi selection jn these 
Mlal positions should have received 
^pecul loaching But tlu blokes who 
conliol the desimiCs of oui hockey 
have m vci thongt t m teims of 
glooming f'ldt quatc leplaccments 
foi the staij who inav have giown 
old together And that is where 
V ikistan th( wprld s lop hockey 
plaving countiy has stolen a march 
oviM us 

ONI (AN RfSl ASSURFD THAT 
the Russian intoiesl m buekey will 
lua subside with tl i Moscow 
OlympK Games I heir womcm show a 
gnexi (leal ol iplitucfo foi the game 
liny have speed stamina and 
stionglh Some of them have 
ni K^tCMod the fiisl pjiruiplcs of the 
g«iiiie and they (ertainly have not 
been disgraced m their international 
matches with Ihe more experienced 
Indian girls On the contrary, they 
h iv( r iLighl thdii 1 Ic'sson or two 
wheio tl tipping and the usp of the 
si tting up pass the squire ball and 
the ihroujjh ball, and covering and 
positional play is concerned 

(ii ililude IS one (Oin that is in 
sfioil supply in the world of today 
III Bombay WoTUons TFockey 
A'^socidtion jcpaid the BHA for all its 
h( Ip in making it possible for the 
women to host the six Tests between 
India and Russia in a ixculiar 
in.mnei It rediicx'd the RHA to 
I OUI seats m d, own committee 
box 

Mu BflA committee is 
Uutuially tuiiuus and the women 
will h ive to look ioi another ground 
md olfut piemisos for its future 
commitments Fhis is most 
untoitiinate But thin 1 advised 
Ad im thiity m ii'* igo ilmost to tlu 
clav iiol to 1 jk( a bite of the applt 
offend f)y Ivi md dlow wouu« i 
!io< K \ I \ * 
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ROVERS CUP 

Dempo 
make it 

D empo sports cxub won the 

Rovers Cup Football Tournament 
for the third time. Thus they crown¬ 
ed with a 2-0 success a campaign 
they had begun with reservations 
But in the final analysis they proved 
worthy of the honour, because in all 
their three games they played better 
than their rivals, with the difference 
between their rivals and them being 
more marked in the semi-final and 
most marked m the ultimate round. 

Yet the champions from Goa would 
be the first to confess that their most 
recent triumph brought them less 
satisfaction than those of 1974-75 
and 1978-79, for the composition of 
the field this time was the poorest 
They may even have had a tough 
time against Jagatjit Cotton and Tex 
tile Mills in the final had they not 
reinforced their team with Nicholas 
Pertira and Herbert San Thfssc two 



though just recovered from injuries 
and turning out for the first time, 
performed to expectations and help¬ 
ed Dempo break out of the defensive 
outlook of tiieir two earlier games. 

The return of Nicholas as right 
stopper let Joseph Machado fill his 
customary role m the oentre of the 
three-man midfield. Machado showed 
in the final that Dempo’s loss of 
fluency in the earlier matches was 
only a passing phase. He spread the* 
game out to both flanks with shallow 
passes that taxed the JCT defence to 
the utmost and also gave scope for 
Uabu Arolkar, his skipper, to attack 
from the left. 

Still one fcK that Dempo would 
not have been able to settle down to 
an effective rhythm but for the oppo¬ 
sition being less skillful. JCT« medio 
was not even average and deep 
defence, after an early show of de¬ 
fiance. wilted under the pressure of 
varied raids on their territory. The 
JCT defence also did not get any 
heartening support from their attack 

JCT looked like making a fight of 
the final for the first quarter of an 
hour But even in that spell it was 
clear that their attack \vas a one- 


man probing mission, whkih was 
destined to fail through the others' 
inability to load the guns. Inder had 
no backing from the other forwards, 
who also got in his way at the top 
of the Dempo box and caused their 
rivals to escape a fair test. Nkholas 
rod Mahesh. the Dempo central de* 
fendera bad a comfortable 90 minu¬ 
tes and Eugenio in goal, an even 
more easy time. 

International Surjit Singh. In the 
JCT goal, on the other hand, was 
called upon to display his prowess 
fairly frequentlyt though he would 
have had a more rigorous test and 
Dionisio Trinidade. Machado and Alex 
Miranda not squandered the chances 
their ball plav had created. The first* 
named was th^ biggest offender, al¬ 
though the two goals he scored were 
excellent efforts. 

Of the four teams seeded straight 
into the quarter-finals, Dempo were 
the most impressive. Yet. they had 
then problems. First and foremost, 
they were without Francis D'Souza 
The international forward has always 
played his best in Bombay and was 
chieflv instrumental in Dempo’s suc¬ 
cess last year. Next they also did not 
have the stabilising influence of inter¬ 
national centre-badc Nicholas Pereira 
and the industrious right-half Her¬ 
bert. Both were on the injured list. 
The absence of Nicholas compelled 
Demno to play the versatile Marbado 
in Nicholas’ place. 

Consequently Dempo were a little 
apprehensive of thei*- prospects But 
the experience their men had gained 
over the years in various tournaments 
enabled them to adapt themselves to 
the exigencies. This was what took 
them past the youthful Premier Ty¬ 
res. the Kerala champions, and 
Mafatlal Bombay’s Harwood League 
runners-up and Federation Cup run¬ 
ners-up. to the final. 

Dempo’s reputation, perhaps, over¬ 
awed Premier Tyres. The latter see¬ 
med afraid to go all out in attack. 
They withdrew one of their prime 
forwards to a midfield role and the 
rest could do little to trouble the 
Dempo defence. The more fluent 
Dempo attack got the only goal of 
the match following a very good 
move with Dionisio squaring the baU 
for Alex Miranda to drive frast Vic¬ 
tor Manilla. 

Tbe-semi-final turned out to be an 
easier outmg for Dempo. as their 
rivals, Mafatlal Group, who have 
been going through a lean spell* Just 
could not get out of the nit. One 
consolation for Mafatlal was the en¬ 
couraging debut of Gautam Bhatta- 
ebaryva, who had played well for the 
Rdilways in the Ckiunbatore National 
last December. Ibough this wag his 
first match for his new team, be 
showed commendable composure un¬ 
der pressure. But MafatlaPs attadc* 
was so slow that it was almost^ou- 
existent as a striking force. Alex 
Miranda again netted the only goal 
of the matdL 


f 
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Mafatlal had looked rusty in the 
quarteMiflal against ii^njab Police, 
toeir only other match. They were at 
the receiving end for most of the 
hrst half and their goal survived 
threats from Harminder Singh and 
Bdibir Waraich Punjab Police also 
were more thniuitfui with Ravi Bhu- 
Shan setting hi^ forwards on the move. 

But the mterval brought a change, 
and Mafatlal came more and more 
into the aitack. Rattan Thapa, who 
was playing his first match of the 
season in Bombay, worked hard and 
It was his powerful drive that re> 
bounded off substitute goalkeeper 
Jasbir Singh and let Suresb Ravallu 
slam in the solitary goal of this quar- 
ter-hnaL 

JCT cut a sorry figure in their first 
match, the quarter-final against Cen¬ 
tral Reserve Police Force, before Kul- 
tar Singh netted the winner with 
about a quarter of an hour to go. 
The Sait Nagji winners began on a 
bright note, opening their account 
as early as the fourth minute through 
Mohinder Singh and then dominating 
the proceedings till left striker Anil 
eoua!is'’d for CRPF 20 minutes later. 

I erMfter JCT were tied up in 
kr 1 " bv J Thapa's tight marking of 
r Smtjh Tt was only in the last 
20 minutes that JCT were able to get 
back into the game by using their 
right-wing Kultar and Kashmira 
combined to secure the winner. 

ns DISPLAY WAS SO UNINS 
pinng that one expected Orkay 
Mills to have a cakewalk into the 
final for the second successive year. 
But the runners up of last yeai were 
unbelievably off-colour on that day. 
From the start their entire defence 
looked sluggish The experienced Su- 
has Walke failed to shield the ball 
from Kultar and the JCT winger jab¬ 
bed It into the goalmouth for the 
lurking Kashmira to tap home past 
goalkeeper Shekar Bangera for the 
eigth-minute lead. 

Qrkay failed to <steady or bestir 
themselves, and Bernard Pereira also 
seemed to get disspirited from lack 



Premier Fyreji 'keeper Victor Manjtla 
dtv'^b full length at the feei of 
DtojiMo (Di^po). Dempo won 1-0 


o! support He was affected the most 
by the absence of Amarjit Singh, 
who had made the victory over Cen¬ 
tury Rayon in the quarter-final possi¬ 
ble. As Orkay failed to raise their 
game JCT capitalised on two more 
defensive lapses to score through 
Mohinder Singh and Kashmira for a 
win that was flattering despite their 
improvement. 

Orkay. one of the seeded sides, 
won the keenest quarter-finals. They 
looked very sharp, and the enthu¬ 
siastic Amarjit covered up many of 
their shortcomings in midfield. With 
Bernard also in fine form, they were 
worthy of their 2-0 victory over Cen¬ 
tury Rayon. 

Century Rayon had earlier knock¬ 
ed out two more fancied sides, after 
winning with a degree of comfort 
against Onssa XI in the second round 
and Bharat Electronics Ltd., the 


Bangalore League runners*up, in the 
third. Hiey started as Xbt underdogs 
against Aligarh Muslim University, 
who had caughit the imagination of 
the fans here with their fine victo¬ 
ries in the preliminary rounds over 
Madras Club of Jabalpur, Mahindra 
and Mahindra. Central Rank and 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

Aligarh, who had a Somalian and 
six 01 seven Iranians, however, play 
ed below their best. Their star, Ira¬ 
nian World Cupper Majeed, in parti¬ 
cular. did not show the form he had 
in earlier matches. He also seemed 
to be irked by some of the dedsions 
of leferee J. P Coutinho 

Century gradually grew in cofl^^ 
dence, inspired as much by the exam¬ 
ple of skipper Ganesh Sheri gar. whose 
overldpping from right hack led to 
many of the attacks that eventually 
gained them an odd goal in three 
success Aligarh later lodged a pro¬ 
test against the second goal against 
them and also against the referee 
for playing short time. The protest 
was thrown out, 

Aligarh, in their debut, did enough 
to make the fans here look forward 
to their return next season. In 
attack, Majeed, Jamshed and Zafar 
Iqbal caught the eye, in midfield 
were Asghar and ^am Jihril, in 
deep defence stoppers Ali Khodai 
and Anwar Ahmed and in goal Bijan. 
Then match against BNR was a tita¬ 
nic struggle between Aligarh's attack 
and the railway team's defence, in 
which goalkeeper Kunal Mukherjee 
and left-hack Amit Dasgupta shone. 
But BNR’^ attack had only Veer 
Bdbu and the smalkmade striker 
was contained by Khodai and Ah¬ 
med. Aligarh also had a tough time 
against gallant Mahindra and Mahin- 
dra. who went down only in a replay 
The biggest disappointment In this 
third quarter of the draw was Border 
Security Force, who lost the pre¬ 
quarter-final, 0-1, to Century Rayon, 

Indeed, only one other quarter 
produced some interesting fare. That 
I was the first quarter, m which Tata 
I Sports Club, the best Bombay team 
7Ji this season, were expected to go far. 

But they lost their cool after referee 
” Floriano Sanchs, on a signal from 
d linesman Lcn D'Sa, disallowed for 
off-side an equaliser by right-back 
Koshy Mathew. 

Some Tata players Indulged in 
wanton kickmg out of play and beha¬ 
ving in a most unbecoming manner. 
This was most uniortunate as Tata’s 
then were in control of the game and 
with 20 minutes left could have 
found the equaliser and may he the 
winner too Instead they conceded 
two more goals, although the second 
against them came from a clear off* 
side position Tata's had the team to 
have won the Cup thig year and chalk* 
up a unique record of being unbeaten 
in Bombay in a season. 






OUR CORRESPONDENT.Bombay 


33 




CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 

Transfers 

in 

Singapore 

ARIJIT SEN 

T ie first heat of summer 

in Calcutta coincided with a sen¬ 
sational coup by Mohammedan 
Sporting Club Down for yeais as 
number three in the football hier¬ 
archy of the Mecca of Indian foot¬ 
ball. the club this year has netted 
its biggest catch m recent memory 
by getting an assurance from no 
less than seven E^st Bengal play¬ 
ers—as early as in late February— 
that they would don black-and- 
white shirts this season And the 
annual transfer “season —lasting a 


Suraj it was indulging in poUtica at 
the player level and was form ng a 
gioup to seek his own ends 

Surajit retaliated by opening a 
dialogue with Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing The playei, it is learnt, felt 
insulted at the iieitnent meted out 
to him by the club alter all that he 
had done in the service of the club 
for SIX years Samaresh Choudhuiy 
IS said to have extended a hand of 
friendship and the two began to 
chalk out a tentative team for Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporung 

The leam-building efforts of the 
club took Suiajit to S ngapore, 
where a majority of the Indian 
team playing in the pre-Ol>mpit 
Koccei touinament were fiom Ben¬ 
gal Suiajit had opted out of the 
i idian squad, nursing an injuty, so 
he was free to talh. to the Bengal 
playeitf 

Willie Surajit w to Singapore 
on March 3, J>oliinioy Sengupta of 
East Bengal icached thrie two day^ 
latei Bui by then the deals liad 
all been appauntlj closed In a to- 
Icphon c convcisation w th the club 



The Mohun Bagan players at a practice session last yeai Will they all 
remain or will some seek richer pastute^’^ 


fortnight—was scheduled to get 

under way only from March 16! 

Normally, the transfers in Cal¬ 
cutta evoke feverish excitement 
aming followers of the three big 
clubs—Mohun Bagam East Bengal 
and Mohammedan Sporting The 
ruiing body in the State, the IFA, 
now conducts these offlcial trans¬ 
fers of players, from one club lo 
another, in one comer of the Eden 
Gardens, so th-it the police can con¬ 
trol the crowds better 

This year preparations for net¬ 
ting players started early in the 
respective camps While East Ben¬ 
gal began by getting coach P K 
Banerjee over in mid-January, 
li^ohammedan Sporting cashed in 
OA ^ rift within that club to begin 
spreading its wuigs It is learnt 
the East Ben^ial authorities told 
Su ajit Sengupta to look for other 
pastures, because they were not 
saiis^ed with his conduct Appar¬ 
ently, the club authorities felt 



Frasun—to stay or not to stay^ 



'^uioju -itit players were always 
tvityi him 

auth itiLo on March ^1, Mr Sen- 
gupt«i lb baid to havt expressed his 
failure in keeping a majoiity ot the 
(liib b pld>eis fiom leaving East 
Bengal 


Of coiiise, a ^ot wj,11 depend on 
the li diisa^^tionb and dcalb that are 
made out during the period of 
transfer Theie will natuially be 
many who will have second 
thoughts and decide to reverse 
then eaiher dcH?ibions But, as of the 
time of going to press, buidjit, 
Shyamal Ghosh, Chinmoy Chatter- 
jee, Prosanto Baneijec, Shabbijr All, 
David \Villiams, Manoianjan Bha- 
ttacharjee and Bhaskar Ganguly 
had decided to switch allegiance 
fiom East Bengal to Mohammedan 
Spoiting 


This, of course, would mean that 
several players would leave Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting and the most 
prominent among them would be 
goalkeeper Nasir Ahmed Alsu. 
East Bengal vould then be assured 
the services of players like Gurdev 
Srngh—who has opted back to 
Bengal after deci,ding to return to 
Punjab Also, it is learnt that the 


very promising stopper Samar 
Bhattacharjee of Mohun Bagan haa 
already decided to don East Ben¬ 
gal colours, along with Sudhir r^ar- 
makar. In the half-line, Mohd. 
fidbib would switch, as also Swapan 
Nandi from Mohun Bagan While 
Harjinder would remain, Suhhas 
Hoy, Akbai and Latjjfuddin from 
Mohammedan S C. and Tapan Das 
tiom Mohun Bagan would reinforce 
the East Bengal forward line. 


Mohammedan Sporting, as things 
stand today, would retain the ser- 



Chinmoi^ Chattfrjee, Samarffnk Choudtiimj (lH), Monoranjan Bhattacharjee and Bhcu^har Ganguly—when ihey 
were m f'^oat Bengal. Will it be an en bloc change of je7i,'ey? 


Vices of a majoiity of its players, 
uiclLicling linkmen Arna^raj and 
Mahmoud Kliabazi, and defenders 
Moidul Islam, Preoinalh Philip and 
Gouranga Banerjee. Thus, on the 
face of it, Mohammedan Sporting 
look a loi niidal lie side this ye.ir and, 
with careful planning and a certain 
amount dcchcatiun from its coach 
Amal Dutta and ils new players, 
could well break the monopoly of 
<he ‘Dig Two’—after a de.ade. 



Mohun Bagan, this year, is con¬ 
centrating on lelaining its players. 
Hav ng aheady lost the ageing 
Karmakar and young Samar 
Bhattacharjee in defence, it is 
naturally keen on retaining the rest 
of the men in the deep. The big 
queslnm mark, is however, the 
futuic of Pi asun Baneijee. While 
lojsaHy to his brother ‘1\ K.* may 
prompt his transfer to East Bengal, 
he has to decide whether or not to 
leave, a set combinat on and a club 
c- that has looked after him well. 
I Gautam Sarkar is set on remaining 
Z with Mohun Bagan, despvte a very 
tempting offer from the East Den- 
gal camp, 'ihe striKcrs m ivlohun 
Bagan, Xavier Pius and Shyam 
lhapa, arc sure to remain, but the 
whoie city is agog with rumours 
that the two liveware wingers, 
Manash Bhatiacharjee and Bictesh 
Bose, have been offered the un- 
bcli.evable sum of Rs. 1 lakh each ! 
Ihis may be too much to be true, 
but it is a fact that East Bengal are 
sorely lacking m speedmen on the 
flanks. What these two lovable 
youngsters will do, only time can 
tell. But if they do sign the tians- 
fer register, they will set a record 
in terms to p.ayeis. They will also 
6ct a vwy unliiealUiy procecbeavti 
which could ulUmately land all tne 
big clubs in an all eiiguirmg soup. 


....And so the tale continues, 
most of it rumour, some of it just 
embryonic information and the rest, 
cold, hard, fact. Wtjile lesser Uy 
like Mibir Bose can get away wiin 
a transfer from East Bengal to 
Mohun Bagan and youngsters lUc 



Habib—back lo the club which 

brought him to. Calcutta? 


Amu Bagcm enter the ‘Dig time 
through Mohammedan S. C., the 
story will reach its climax on 
March 31, when the transfer book 
IS closed for the year and prepara¬ 
tions start in fuil swing for the 
Federation Cup, which is scheduled 
to start at the Eden Gardens from 
AprU 14, the Bengah Mew Years 



From the 
grass¬ 
roots 

NARESH KUMAR 

I ENJOYED IT MORE THAN ALL 
the Grand Prixs\ A two-day 
junior touinament at the South Club, 
sans fanfare, but with six events and 
93 entiios. The cost? A mere Rs, 
1000. One could organise a thousand 
of these for what is spent on one 
single Grand Pnx and it is ‘not ex¬ 
aggerating much when I say it is a 
thousand tiroes better This, it struck 
me. is real grassroots stuff. Here, in 
West IVmgal. once the home of 
Indian tennis and a nursery for ten¬ 
nis players, there seems to have been 
a drought which has left neither 
grass noi roots. 

WhaUwer the reasons, the least of 
which cannot be the lethargic, ageing 
administrators—one of whom has 
been around since I was a junior— 
o! a piesidont residing at I>olh? for 
the last two years. Both thorough 
gentlemen with substantial contribu¬ 
tion to the cause of tennis but in 
my opinion, unable to maintain the 
lequired tempo of coaching and orga¬ 
nisation. Since fighting elections foi 
offiev- is far tougher than winning 



Prortvuttnq Zct^shan Ah (rightthe under-12 singles winner with Amit 
Chaiurvcdi 


matches some of us old-timers decid¬ 
ed to help the cause by organising 
this small junioi tournament, 

Ihe tournament revealed a wealth 
ot talent particularly in the 14 years 
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W Ar^vn Kumar (left) poses with Munisk Chaubey after winning a dgee 
un(lrr-IO tie 


and under events, which were all 
fiercely contested. The two most 
promising juniors were Zeeshan Aii, 
son of the National coacn Akhtar Ali, 
and Ram Kumar, who is the son ot 
the coach at the neighbouring Punjab 
Club. Ram Kumar won both the 
under-l6 and under-14. while Zeeshan 
All won the undcr-12 and was defeat¬ 
ed in the final of the under-14. Close 
on the heels of the above-mentioned 
duo, are Rajesh Bajaj, Amit Chatur- 
vcdi, P. Chaubey and G. ^Banerjee. 


The under-10 year division was won 
by Arjun Kumar, who defeated left- 
handci Munish Chaubey 3 6. 6-1, 7-5 
in the final set in a well-contested 
match. The under-18 event, open to 
boys and girls, was won by leh- 
hander Shiel Kumar, who defeated 
his cousin Gita Kumar 7-5, 6-1 In the 
final. The girls event was won by 
Gita Kumar, who defeated the 
younger Sonali Mukherjee in the 
finals in straight sets 6-1, 6-4. Sonali 
Mukherjee seems to have made every 
good progress over the last few 
months and the honest hard work 
put in by her is beginning to pay 
off. 


The point now is that an inte^at- 
<'d plan is required to give all ttese 
youngsters the necessary facilities for 
coaching and matdi play so that thev 
can achieve their full potential, if 
such a plan exists, then it is a closely- 
guarded secret, as no one seems to 
have heard about it. If it does not 
exist, then it should be drawn up or 
tennis in West Bengal tvffl never 
move ont of the doldrums. 









'Sportspeopie 


Packer: / was ! 
good for cricket 

K erry packer, the cricket 

tycoon, recently said that after 
the disbandment of his World Serins 
Cr.cket he was a popular man in the 
world. The players were now bettei 
paid and the standard of the game 
bad improved considerably. He said 
this in an interview telecast over the 
BBC '*Cricket has benefited from the 
WSC as more young players will 
come and everyone will make a liv¬ 
ing out of it.” he told the interview¬ 
er. He was, however, critical of the 
Fnglish team, wh.'ch he said did not 
deserve to be called a good side. 

Mr Packer did not leveal how much 
the WSC ventuie had cost him. He 
disclosed that he had something in 
his rnind which he wanted to do 
before the dissolution of his WSC. 
No, he had nothing to do with runo 
ing of cricket now “We only pro¬ 
mote It on the TV My involvement 
now is in the promotion and telecast 
ing of crickei 1 do not have any say 
in it nor do 1 seek it”. The former 
“cTicket p.ratc”, however, admitted 
thai he was sad and sorry as iife-kmg 
friendships between present and for 
mer cricketers were broken due to 
the foniiation of his WSC. 

Mr LyUion Taylor, ex-Managmg 
ijiicctor 01 the WSC, who also dipp- 
eart^d in the programme claimed that 
tne centre ot cricket had now shifted 
iiom Loro's lo Melbourne. Melbourne 
IS now tne centre of cricket and will 
remain so lor many years. He main¬ 
tained tuat the English cTicket autho¬ 
rise^ wanted to stop it but failed. 

Tony Greig, the former English 
captain, who joined Mr Packer akmg 
With t^ee other England players, 
rnticisod some crickeier:> and des^ 
ciibed them as being stupid without 
any foresight. He wa$ proud that 
pldver;> were now better paid. 


The intellectual in 
athletics 

npHE KIEV DYNAMO HAS FINAL- 
[y retired from top class athletics, 
giving up hopes of a comebadc at 
th.5 year's Olympics. Yes, we are 
speaking of Soviet Union’s champion 
sprinter Valery Borzov, the double 
gold medal winner at the 1972 
Munich Olympics. The news coming 
as it does from Novosti, the Soviet 
Press agency, is correct but somewhat 
surprising. A few months before the 
last Spaitakiad Bortov had said: *T 
confirm my decision to take part in 
the Moscow Olympics. I shall check 
the degree of my preparedness 
for the Olympics disritig the USSR 



Borzov taking the crouch start 

Games this summer for which I am 
preparing very thoroughly.” But he 
slumped to the sixth place in the 
200m hccit in the Spartak.ad Which 
explains his sulx^equent rating of his 
chrinccs of joining the Moscow fray 
as 50 50 Anyway, even after that 
debacle he was reportedly training in 
all seriousness in the fore^ near Kiev 
where ho lives with his wife, the 
ret.rcd gymnast Lyudmila Touriv 
chova and their daughter Tanya. 

True-, before the USSR Games or 
the bpaixakiad, the famous athlete 
suffered some setbacks. He ranked 
only eighth in the 100-melre dash in 
the continental championship in 
P ague (10 55 sec), did not figure in 
the 1978 ranking list of the world’* 
best sprinters, and look only the 
fourth place in the USSR’s ranking 
list with a time of 10 50 sec in the 
100 metres. Second, Borzov got a 
very bad injury, the rupture of the 
Achilles tendon. 

Tliis he attributed to too much 
training on artihdal tracks. The ex¬ 
ample of Viktor Saneyev, the three- 
time 01ymp.es champion in the 
triple jump, made Borzov optimistic 
Saneyev undeiwont an operaiion in 
1977 and ranked second in the Euro¬ 
pean championship in the Czecho¬ 
slovak capital a year later. *T am 
fortunate to follow, as H were. In 
Saneyev’s footsteps,*' Borzov said 
then. 'T was operated on by the 
same specialists who had operated on 
Viktor and the operation was made 


nrilliantlv 1 have already started 
training and now gel into form.** But 
as 'it appears now, he did not gam 
much by the operation and in fart, 
dining and after the last Spartakiad 
he tourd it difficult to tram too much 
on artifiaal tracks Boizov. who had 
planned to do 100 metres in 9 8 secs 
and 200 metres in 19 7 before he re¬ 
tired, said even after his Spartakiad 
setback* “I believe I can still keep¬ 
running compctitivelv ** 

A post-graduate of the Kiev Insti¬ 
tute of Physical Education, Borzo\ 
has worked on a thesis for the degree 
of Candidate of Pedagogy Its subjeci. 
is the technique of the crouch start 
in sprint. Lt^aning on his own ex¬ 
perience, as well as on numerous ex> 
peninents and theoretical and laboia- 
torv studies, the young researcher did 
his best to develop, as he himself 
say.s, an ''optimal model of the start¬ 
ing pasture”. This is one of the pro¬ 
blems solved in his thesis. 

Valery Borzov is an intellectual in 
^port, that is to say, a sportsman of 
the modern type This well-educated 
young man likes and knows how to 
think While training or studying 
the subicet, he remained a research 
er. well aware of what he should do 
at a given moment and what was the 
purpose of his artmns ”In short 
races it is necessary for your thinking 
to be a micro moment ahead of yo^r 
doing, for in the course of the r<ic(». 

I you are fated with a whole senes of 

1 tasks”, he savs 
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kl^}^ FCWR”--Mwhammad i4/j once again demonstraied his 

^“rpnn^^^ih^ unpiia^abilitj/ m Umch 2 when he announced his plans 
regain l>u> world heavyweight boxmg crown for a fourth time. Three 
nph, agreement for ‘the Greatest to 

- champtOT John Taie. The purse for the bout to be held 
rwwd sum—unconfirmed reports said that 

^ wnT“ ^ ^ '' -25 crore^. Howewr, 

later the WBA champianshm commtttee chairman poiiUed out that the 

Hirn, the fight as Alt was not included in the official 

his lip while training without a mouth 
^ stitches to close the cut and cannot box for about 


BEDSER’S RECORD : Alec Bedser, 
chairman of the selection committee 
of England's Test and County Cricket 
Boards ^ot another term when the 
TCCB met for its spring meeting at 
Lord^s on March 5. There were no 
new nominations. This will be 
Bedser^s record 12 th season as 
chairman and 19th as selector, 
Bedser's colleagues will be Ken 
Barrington, Charlie Elliot and Brian 
Close. 

THE CALCUTTA CUP, the famous 
tntematioTial rugby trophy competed 
for annually by England and 5co^ 
land The trophy, of Indian design, 
toas made from meltfid down silver 
rupees, the accumulated funds of the 
Calcutta Rugby Football Club when 
it was temporarily disbanded in 1978 
because of lack of fixtures. It was 
presented to the Rugby Union that 
year and was first competed for in 
1979, This year’s match took place at 
Murrayfield in EdSnbwrgh an .March 
15. 
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FROM ICE TO NICE John Harrmgton (left) and Mark 
Wells of the United States Olympu: tee hockey team are 
introduced to roller disco by Cheryl Rixon at the Roxy 
Roller EHsco tn New York. The at the disco was a 

salute to the victorious Olympic tce hockey team 




BEAL ALL ROUNDER BOTHAM' Does England's Ian Botham want to prove that he is mate than a cricket 
all-rounder ^ Botham, shown here with the No, II short for Scunthorpe in a football match against Notts County 
at the Old Show Ground, Scunthorpe on March 5, hod shown promtse as a soccer Tpiayer tuhen he was m hte 
teens It was with a new to concer^ratmg on cricket that he gave up soccer. 


ARGENTINA HUMBLE USA * Argentina caused the Davis Cup upset of the decade token they humbled USAp 
holders and 26 times lotnners of the trophy 4-1 in the American iSone final in Buenos Arres on March 9, On 
left ts Guillermo Vilas who outlasted USA^s John McEnroe (right) 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 2*6, 6-4, m a 76-tmfiiUe cliffy 
hanger to give Argentina a tomntng 3-1 lead. 





Crossword 


Question box 


r 


I 


Gridman 




ACROSS 


1 Game for habitual drunkards ? (8) 
5 and 3 dn. Adept at the wheel 
(4. 6) 

9 One whose behaviour is not that 
of a gentleman (3) 

10 Fish shaped like a snake (3) 

11 In football, this kick is allowed to 
be taken without interference 
from opponents, as a mmor penal¬ 
ty against them (4) 

12 —ton: member oS Football 

League in the UK (4) 

15 This tennis is an ancient form of 
the game (4) 

16 Press Trust of India (abbr) 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

17 One of a series of rows rising 
one behind or above another (4) 

20 A short quick breath M) 

21 This match is played at the sports 
field of one’s opponent (4) 

24 In the past (3) 

25 Skating on the — is a winter 
game (3) 

26 A knock-out in boxing (4) 

27 A member of a committee that 
chooses a sports team (8) 


DOWN 


1 rn Rugby, to try to win the ball by 
scrimmaging (4) 

2 Below the score standard set for 
the hole of a golf course (5. 3) 

3 See 5 ac. 

4 On which a gambling game Is 
played (8, 5) 

6 See 22 dn. 

7 In cricket, ball bowled (8) 

8 Extra playing card used in certain 

f ames (8) 

o hold oneself at a distance (4,4) 
14 One who participates In the last 
round of a contest (8) 

18 Skittles (5) 

19 A slang term tor football dothing, 
etc. (8) 

22 and 6 dn. Knock down with six 
deliveries? (4, 4) 

23 A car will not move If it Is out 
Pt-- (4) 

(9flAM9oiia muct wppiO 


BHBBHBHHHBMHAn&WPfb by Sudhir Vaidya 

Mlaa Hina Yasmin, Pune. 

Q: Could you please let me know 
the address of Sikander Bakht 7 
A: You may write to him C|o 
Karachi Cricket Association, Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Oeepom Jan Barooah, DIbrugarh. 

Q: Who is the batsman who has 
hit maximum 50*8 In Tests ? Is Vishwa- 
nath the top in the world in this 
respect ? 

A: Colin Cowdrey of England has 
hit 38 half-centuries In 114 Tests for 
bngiand. Visnwanath has reached the 
mark 30 times in 69 Tests. He does 
not hold the record in this respect 7 


a K. Bunder, celeulle. 

Q; What Is the record for maxi¬ 
mum number of runs scored In a day, 
In a Test match, by and against 
whom ? Who scored the maximum 
runs that day? 

A: Sir Donald Bradman of Aus¬ 
tralia had made 309 not out (105 
before lunch), 115 between lunch and 
tea and 89 between tea and draw of 
stumps) in 360 minutes of a day. 
against England in 1930, on July 11, 
the first day of the Leeds Test. 

Anindye Mitre, Kanpur. 

Q: Who scored the fastest double 
and triple centuries and when 7 

A: Sir Donald Bradman’s 200 In 
214 minutes and 300 in 309 minutes 
against England at Leeds In 1930 are 
the fastest double and triple cehturies 
In Test. 


Chanden Ghoeh, Calcutta. 

Q: Who has scored the maximum 
number of double centuries in Tests 7 
How many? 

A: Sir Donald Bradman of Aus¬ 
tralia has hit a maximum of ten double 
centuries in 52 Tests for Australia. 

Syed Tanwer Akhter, Dhamo Maine. 

Q: When, where and against whom 
did Ian and Greg Chappell make their 
Test debut? 

A: Ian Chappell played his first 
Test at Melbourne against Pakistan In 
1964-65 season and Greg commenced 
hie Test career at Perth against 
England in 1970-71. 


Beleram Bhattacharyya, Calcutta. 

Q: What type of dismissal is 
'obstructing me field’ in cricket 7 
A: ff a batsman wilfully tries to 
obstruct the opposite side fieldsman, 
while catching, should such wilful ob¬ 
struction by either batsman prevent a 
ball from being caught, it Is the 
striker, who Is out. 

Farah Arfi, Patna. 

.. Q : Who made the fastest Test cen¬ 
tury? In how many minutes? 

A: ’ J. M. Gregory of Australia had 
taken Just 70 minutes to complete his 
hundred in the Johannesburg Test 
against South Africa in 1921-22. 



Quiz 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ Ran) It Choice 

QUESTIONS 

F LL in the blank • WITH THE 
correct answer from within the 
brackets : 

1. - teams will take part In the 

final phase of the 1882 World 
Soccer Cup championships. (16, 
24. 20) 

2. In the 1976 Olympic Games a 

new - class was included In 

Yachting (420, 450, 470) 

3. The USSR won-gold medals 

In the 1976 Olympics. (47, 51, 49) 

4. Last year FIFA celebrated its- 

anniversary. (50th, 25th, 76th) 

5. VIshwanath Is India's-cricket 

captain. (19th, 20th, 21st) 

6. The 31st World Table Tennis 
championships were held In —. 
(Japan, Yugoslavia, India) 

7. There are —— categories in 
Olympic weightlifting. (9. 10, 12) 

8. in the Montreal Olympic Games, 
the men’s 200 m gold was won by 

--. (Valery Borzov, Sebastian 

Coe, Donald Quarrie) 

9. Punjab won the Santosh Trophy 

for the first time in -(1970, 

1971, 1972) 

10. Kamaljlt Sandhu is the - 

fndian woman to win an Asian 
gold medal for the country In an 
Individual event, (first, second, 
third) 


ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


Boris; Schapiro 


Neither declarer was very happy with his 
performance on this week’s hand from 
match play. Both had managed to go 
down in what looked ’a completely 
straightforward contract although, to be 
fair, the key play was easy to overlook. 


♦ A 

^OJ 10 74 
0 10652 
4 A.J6 


4 K 964 2 
^ A82 
0 none 
497532 



4 0 1085 
^K5 
0 094 
4K0d4 


North dealt 


4 J 73 
^963 
0 A K J 3 73 
410 

With East-West 


vulnerable 


and at both tables South played m five- 
diamonds after East-West had bid to four- 


spades. (West had given some thought to 
bidding on. He might have done well for 
the defenders would be by no means 
certain to come to their club ruffs.) 
Against five-diamonds West led a low 
club. Declarer won on the table and led a 
diamond tothe Ace to reveal the-3-O-lrump 
break. It didn't look too serious, and a 
spade to the Ace and a wiry^ing diamond 
finesse followed. Ttien, suddenly, South 
saw possible dangers ahead. There was 
nolongertime to ruff the two losing spades 
in dummy and establish a heart trick 
without running out of frumps. 


At this point the play diverged. One 
declarer drew the last trump and led a 
heart, but East won and removpd dummy's 
last trump by leading a spade. Then the 
defence had a spade trick to cash when 
West got in with the Ace of hearts. The 
other declarer saw this trap and tried 
leading hearts immediately, but again 
East was quick to see his only chance and 
played a second round of the suit to his 
partner’s Ace to collect a rOff 


Well, how should declarer fiave played? 
The solution is rurpi isingly simple. He 
must play off 4 A at trick 2 before testing 
trgmps. Now there is time to cross to 0 A, 
ruff a spade, finesse 0 J, and ruff the last 
spade. The South hand is re-entered with 
a club ruff and the last trump drawn and 


with two trumps remaining a heart can 
easily be established. 

Last week’s quiz: at love all South holds 
4 A 10986^3 93 0 01094 A 5. North 
opens one-club and South responds one- 
spade, over which North rebids three- 
clubs. To call 3NT now would be the lazy 
bid that a lot of players might try, but it 
must be better to bid Ihree-dlamonds, 
suggesting a guard for no-trump pur¬ 
poses. If North holds the hear^^s he can 
bid no-trumps - if not, the best contract 
will be flve-elubs or possibly four-spades. 
To call three-spades instead, although 
forcing after partner’s jump rebid. would 
suggest a rather better suit. 

This week's quiz: West plays the hands 
below in five-clubs against the lead of 
^ K. How should he tackle the hand? 

WEST EAST 

4010 842 45 

^ none 010 7 4 

A 07 ' 0 AK J842 

4AKJ10 53 442 


Chess 


i 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■iiPotcr Clarke 
For this month's example of endgame play 
we turn once again to Rubinstein, who 
was extraordinarily skilful, like Capa- 
blanca, at exploiting small advantages 
in simplified positions. The game is a 
long one, and the first 40 moves are 
passed over without comment. 

White. Rudolf Spiolmonn; Black: Akiba 
Rublnstoln. Ruy Lope/. (St Petersburg, 1909) 
1 od, oS; 2 KtfS. Kte«: 3 BbS, ai; 4 Ba4, KtfS; 
S 0-0, Bo7; € Rol. bS; 7 Bb3. dO; 8 c3. Bg4; 
0 h3. BhS; 10 d3, 0-0; 11 Ktbd2, dS; 12 • x d. 
Kt X dS; 13 Ktfl, BfO; 14 o4, BgO; 15 gS. Be7; 
to Kt X oS. Kt X oS; 17 R x oS, KtbO; 18 d4. 
Ktd7; 10 Rol, B x gS; 20 B x gS, O x gS f ; 
21 Qg4. QdO: 22 KtgS, KtfO; 23 Qf3. Qd7; 24 
Kh2. aS; 25 a3. Rab8; 20 Re5. RfoO; 27 Rgl, 
b4; 28 RxoS, bxc; 29 Q x c3, Kte4; 30 
Kt X o4, R X o4; 31 RdS. Qo7; 32 Rc5, Ro2; 
33 Qg3. OdO; 34 QxdO, c x dS; 39 Rc7, 
R X b2; 30 Rgcl, Kf8; 37 Be2, Ra2; 38 B x gO, 
hxg6; 39 Rc1c2, Rxc2; 40 Rxc2, RaO; 

41 Rc3... 

Rooks belong behind passed pawns. White 
should therefore have played 41 Ra2l, Ra4; 

42 Kq 3, with good drawing chances After the 
text move he gels driven into a passive position, 
in which the scattered pawns are liabilities 

41 ... Ra4; 42 RdS. K«7 

43 Kg3. KoO; 44 Kf3. KdS 

45 Ko2. gS 

If 45 ... R X d4?, 46 Ke3, the pawn ending is 
drawn. 

a Rb3. fO: 47 Ko3, Kc4 

a Rd3, d5; 49 Kd2, R«8 


SO KdL Ra 7; 81 Kd2, Ro7 

82Ro3+,Kxd4; 83 l4, Ra7 

84 Ro3, Rgl; 88 Rol, KcO 

88 Ko3 ... 

Having lost his OP. White ought to have made a 
Did for active play with his rook by 56 Rcl -(, 
Kb4: 57 Rbl-t-, Kxa4: 58 Kd3. Rc5; 60 Kd4, 
Rc2; 60 Rb7. The black King would have taken 
some time to return to the centre of the con¬ 
flict. 

88 ... d4 f ; 87 Kdl, RfS 

58 Kel, Kb4; 98 Ke2, KaS 

Now the black Rook is free to go after the weak 
white pawns. 

80 R'a3, Rf4; 

82 Kd3.Rxb8f; 

84 Kd3. R X g4; 

88 Ke3,Kb8; 

88 Rcl, Ra4i 
70 Rh7, Ra7; 

72 KfS. g8+ I; 

74 K X h7. KeS; 

70 Realgna 
The finish could be 76 Kh5, f5; 77 KgS. Ke4; 
7b Kh4, Kf3 etc. 

Competition 0350. Solution next week. 

White 



Black 


White to play and draw. 

Solution to G349 (Grunfeld-Samisch, 
Baden-Baden. 1025). (2kS/6n1/1p1P4/‘ 

pB4r1/P3R2p/1P3p1P/7K/8 - White to play.) 

The game continued 48 Re8 i ?, Kb7: 49 d7, 
R02-I-: 50 Khl, KItS', 51 Rb8 I . KaV. 52 Ra8 ^ , 
Kb7 and was drawn by repetition. However, 
Grunfeld could have played first 48 d7 4 . 
winning easily afler 48 . . Kr7. 49 Re8!. Ro2 * ; 
50 Khl, Rd2: 51 Rc8-f etc. 

Problem No 1012. Soluti on next week 
N.Ringeltaube (Third Pn/e, Deut^,cho Schach- 
zeitung, 1958). 

(8/4p181/3b1p2/7K/4B3/383k/0pp/esb - 4 
white men; 8 black.) 

White to play and mate in soven moves. 

Solution to No 1011 (Bartolovic). <b1Q2bK1/ 
8/3P1 Rpl /I PI k4/r4P2/1 SBPq3/8/8 - mate in 
two.) 1 Bb4 (Ibreat 2 Oc4)- (a) 1 . . . R x b4, 
2 0 X a8: (b) 1 ". . 0d4; 2 Oe6; (c) 1 . . . Oe4: 
2 Oc5. The three thematic tries, 1 Be5. 1 Bd4 
and 1 Ba5, are defeated by 1 . . . 0 x d3, 1 ... 
B X d6 and 1 . . . R x f4 respectively. 


81 Ra2, Rh4 
83 K X d4, Rh4 f 
85 Re2. Rf4 
87 Rc2, Kb7 
60 Rhl, Kci 
71 Ke4, KdO 
73 K X go. R X h7 
75 KgO, g4 
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Poems on 
Kapil 


KAPiL’S BOWLING 

I NDIA HAS GOT A 
Player at last. 

Who can really bowl 
qutle fast. 

His outgoing ball does 
the inch, 

Of making the bats get 
an unlucky snick. 

His swinging ball never fails, 
1 o remove all the batsmen^s 
bails, 

His beauty ball that turns tn 
Has many tmes helped 
India to win* 

KAPIL'S BATTING 
J have really seen very 
few blokes, 

Wfio can play such fluent 
strokes^ 

He continuously hits four 
after four, 

And steadily moves up 
the scare, 

He usually the ball 
wtth all hl8> might. 

But whdn the fieldtng w 
really tight. 

With all the fielders at the 
boundary line, 

His running between the 
wickets is really fine. 

— S BHANU VILAS 

(i> 

Quickly, 0 quickly the 
runs did come, 

Sometimee in*fours and 
in skcers some. 

Like a spell on the 
opponent oast, 

His nooks and drives were 
really fast; 

Thrilling the crickeUlovers 
and fans so vast 
Ft was the bowlers who 
gave uv at last 
Later, wnen they came 
face to face 
They were clean bojeled 
by hW furious pace ' 

The batsmdn can do 
nothing but qaze. 

As the ball through the 
stumps they race. 

If the batsmen was leg 
before wicket, 

Kapil's usual victims in 
Tent cricket 
Then would everyone 
loudly appeal 
And — another wicket 
goes to Kapil, 

--JAYANTHI 

SEETHAKAMAN 


dAK the admirers of Kapil 
regard him as Dev. 

If he ie btdd in bowlmg. 


in batting he it brave 
No wonder he was declared 
Man of the match 
There is none to equal him 
tn whole (tf the batch 
He iS full of stamina with 
zeal and strength 
Knows how to tackle the 
opponents at length 
Kai^ ts mdeed bom 
far cricket 

Whether he bowls, bats 
or keeps the wicket 

— MISS ATIA KHAN 
(12 yeare), Calcutta 

a, 

Kapti IS the all-rounder 
Of our cricket team; 

And he sur^y ts the master 
Of the bail and its seam. 
He IS also the hero 
And the man of the 

crowd; 








TheOreatest” 

speaks 

HMV’s sensational 
new SP release 



Featuring for the 
first time ever the voice of 

MUHAHIUDUI 

m a special message 

Recorded at New Delhi on January 26 1980 
m co-operation with APEEJAY 

Also featuring ’Black Saparman' 






— HMV dealer today ^ 

jJloHis Master’s Voice 


Mn^m he bote the bolt 
h hardly ofi the etoimd. 

When he comes bi to bot 
He lool» up ot the oky; 

And he knows he is 

expected 

To make c scare that high. 

The power of his charm 
Shall never grow oU» 

Whtn he looks at a lady 
She narely ts bowled. 

When he is batting 
He is never in a fix; 

He hits anyone 
For an efflortless six. 

And when he bowls 

The batsman is never bold. 

For here comes an inaUter 
And the batsman is bowled 

His latest highest figures 
Are seven for fifty-sic; 

For he bowls magnific^ly 
With his eyes on the 

sticks. 

So Kapil is and 
Shall be our man; 

And toe wtll talk of his 
miracles 

When we become qprom. 

—POOM BHARTI 
(15 years) 
Mhow, (MF.) 


( 5 ) 

After the dual tour 
agatnst AussieSf 
And before the amnal of 
the Paktstams unth Astf. 
Kaptl was announced the 
Man of the swiee, he 
deserved it too. 

Far unth the bat and ball 
real well he did do, 

*Htt out* was the motto of 
Kapil, 

And sixers every mnmgs he 
hit a couple. 

He*s a strappmq young guy 
with a ready smde. 

And all hts fours go half a 
mile. 

Hts stxers are htt unth such 
great forcer 
And when he is 
you must toafch 
throws 

H^s stuck up, he^s a snob, 
That*s the feeling of the 
mob, 

But one who knows him 
rather well. 

Ought to know and ought to 
teU. 

What a friendly soul he is. 
For other people to reaUse 
this. 

Each tune he bowls a wicket 
falls, 

Especially when he claims 
new balls. 

His speed increases day by 
day. 

And he'll develop to be 
much faster that way. 
And leFs hope this guy will 
get on. 

In Hie wortd scene on the 
cricket laum. 

But I will always remain 
the fan. 

Of that young friendly man. 
^VmiTA PARTHASARA- 
THY (It years) 



Kapil 21 _ 

Haryana boy 
Keeps spectators full of joy. 
This youngster made hie 
debut at Fatsalabad 
Hts first victm being 
Sadkq Mohammed 
Since then he never stopped 
for a moment, 

Crrttcs aver this guy ts 
really excellent. 

With stong broad shoulders 
his 

Is an tdeal pacer^s physique 
And he ts very very fond 
of pop mustc, 
Almost always he obliges 
hts shipper. 

As batsmen are troubled by 
hi^f sharp tnswtnger. 

Ws a treat to watch his 
Smooth stylish runup 
A superb career he has 

already butlt up 
The manner he steps out 
and 

Drives are lovely to see 
Now he ts the Indim 

team*s key 
He Ufts bowlers Tor 

effortless steer 
And also chases balls like 
A lOO-metre sprinter. 

For him Jan 31 is specially 
memorable 
With a four off Sikander 
He became the youngest 

p double. 
Journalists asked Asif 

what made 
The difjference between the 
two, 

Pah sktp smdrtly replied, 
*'ll was great Kukku,** 
Adjudged Man of the 

senes 

Second time in a row„ 

Alt this makes hhk our 

ms ^VPARNA PAVl^ 
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tWHCKEAGARandJOHMARlOTT 

The names of Patrick Eagar and John Arlott are familiar to all followers 
of the game of cricket. Eagar can well lay claim to being the foremost cricket 
photographer in the world and Arlott has inherited the mantle of the immortal 
Neville Cardus and surely there cannot be a greater honour in cricket writing than 
that. Now, the two have combined to produce a rare book; "An Eye for Cricket", 
from which we are publishing exclusive extracts and a small selection of pictures. 
The book, priced at £6.95 has been brought out by Hodder and 
Stoughton and is distributed in India by Rupa and Co. 


I HE CAMERA DOES MANY THINGS. IT 
van interpret, capture, record, i.kiin a 
surface or probe a subject, observe, contem¬ 
plate, analyse, joke, distort, identify, but, 
above all, it gives evidence : it the honest 
witness. There have been many attempts to 
1 I dispute the adage that ‘the camera cannot 

lie'; but, in fact, it is true; the evidence of the camera 
is accurate; only, sometihaes, the limits of its field of 
knowledge must be indicated by an interpreter. 

In the course of this section, it captures and 
freezes cricket events often too fast for the eye to 
fallow in dejanitive detail. If the lens can expose 
human fallibility, it often illuminates athletic 
achievement beyond the appreciation of ordinary ob¬ 
servation. Sometimes it provides minor evidence on 
a theme the photographer of the moment did not 
consider. There is, for instance, a carte-de-visite of 
W. G. Grace in which the eye is instantly caught by 
his grubby and crumpled shirt; similarly, today, on 
a level below—or more illuminating than—that of 
historic event, one might notice Marsh’s dirty boots, 
Boycott's immaculate turn-out. 

Memory recalls what the observer’s mind con¬ 
ceives to be .essentials—which time sometimes magni¬ 
fies or distorts. The camera, though, records all; and 
it infallibly dates Patrick Eagar's photographs of the 
cricketing scene, less in the identities of the players 
or their clothing'—different in every period—than in 
the social, behavioural and human pattern of their 
play : these are unmistakably pictures of the nineteeh- 
sixties and seventies. 

By comparison with earlier tim^s^-even within 
the post-war period—they are unique in terms of the 


uninhibited behaviour, actions, and reactions of the 
players and spectators. It might be a different game, 
another world altogether from that of cVicket players 
on the same grounds twenty years ago. 

Character, approach, bearing are all so altered 
that, in a catch-phrase, ‘Sir Pelham would not recog¬ 
nize it.’ Sir Pelham Warner, who saw more cricket 
than anyone else before or since, and was the per¬ 
sonification of Lord’s—Establishment—cricket, died in 
1963, five months before the first one-day county com¬ 
petition began. As usual, the change at first was so 
.slow as to pass almost unnoticed; it accelerated dur¬ 
ing the later nineteen-sixties to a degree which 
would, indeed, have horrified Sir Pelham. 

The fundamental cause of the change wad honest 
—even historically inevitable. Simply enough, it was 
the switch in attitude from the ‘the game’s the thing’, 
of nineieentn-century public school morality, to a be¬ 
lief that winning was important—even all-important; 
and a recognition that, if the British cricketers did not 
recognise the fact, they could expect to spend the 
rest of their days losing, because other people had 
certainly become aware of it. Of course, the process 
was gradual; there were some fairly hard competi¬ 
tors in ‘the. Golden Age’. 

denlarcation line in English cricket can pro¬ 
bably b^ drawn in the latter hall of the nineteen- 
thirties. Yorkshire cricketers had always protested 
that did not play for fun;and they had already 
recorded many successes in the County Championship 
through their strategy and efficiency. In 1933 they 
acquired a ,hew captaui in Brian Sellers; not a great 
player^ thoMgh determined l^tsman and tearlw 
cloie deTdmDian; At times almost a caricaUkrie <3^ 



york$hireman he wanted to be, once he had founded 
his feet he drove his side hostilely, over-aweing, and 
all but demolishing, many of their opponents Aftei 
the Second World War Wilfred Wooller of Glamorgan 
and Desmond ICagar of Hampshire reasoned the 
strength of theix comparatively weak sides could be 
increased by a high standard of fielding and, especial¬ 
ly, of close catching Their players, keen to improve 
then performances, accepted the strict disciplines ot 
near-perfect out-cricket; slips keepmg the backs of 
their hands on the ground until they moved foi a 
catch, or the ball had gone elsewhere, shoit leg keep¬ 
ing his eye on the batsman until the last possible mo¬ 
ment before he ducked to avoid a hook, oulfieldsmen 
adjusting their position, angle, depth and walk-in rale 
to each different batsman, mid*o3 or mid-on receiv¬ 
ing returns to the bowler's end 

Wilfred Wooller took Glamorgan to the Cham¬ 
pionship of 1948 ahead of several otherwise appreci¬ 
ably stronger counties by outstanding close catching 


Hampshire won the title in 1931 under Cohn Ingieby 
Mackenzie, but on the basi^; of Desmond Eagar's train¬ 
ing and discipline in the field Stuart Surridge, m 
Surrey's histone run, and Jack Bond, captaining Lan¬ 
cashire to their pre-eminence in the one-day game, 
puisued essential'y the same method Fielding stand- 
aids rose Even as late as the nineteen-thirties IKlis 
Robinson, standing next to that archetypal Yorkshire- 
man,* *Tickcr Mitchell in the leg trap, dived a long 
way to make a catch sprawling on the ground and, as 
he stood up and was brushing the dust from his flan¬ 
nels, Mitchell turned to him acidly with, ‘stop mekkin 
an exhibition o thysen* It was unusual then to eee 
mud or giass stains on a cricketer’s clothing 

A decade later, Keith iMiller at slip, Allan Watkins 
and lony Lock at short leg, were throwing themselves 
hitherto unhtaid-of distances to make catches So, 
too, was the wicketkeeper, Godfrey Evans, but he had, 
to an extent, been anticipated by George Duckworth 
keeping to Ted McDonald Soon virtually anything 
within diving distance was reckoned a chance 


Teammates hug Ho^dma far dkmiasinq Greiq Oval, ^976 
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.Keith Carmody, captain of the Australian Services 
side that loured xungland during 1»45, gave his opening 
bowlers n.no close catchers in the 'umbrella' or 'Car¬ 
mody field. His theory was that two or three quick 
wickets were worth a few fours through the gaps. 
When county cri,cket recommenced after the Sac'-nd 
World War many counties used extremely hostile 
fields for the new bail or on diihcult pitches. As Brian 
bolieis had discovered earlier, it was possible to apply 
psychological pressure by a menacing close field and 
a generally hostile bearing, so that the batsman felt 
as though the fieidsmexi were breaming down hvi neck. 
Up to the in ter-war period, the great cricketers could 
—and did—go on playing into their fifties. Some sides 
carried es many as two, even three, non-nanners, non¬ 
benders or non-catchers. Soon, though, becahte im¬ 
possible—especially after the introduction of over¬ 
limit play—to ‘hide’ a man in the field. Now a cricket¬ 
er IS as Oid as his running. The present generation of 
players are trained to a degree of physical fitness 
ihr^ir predecessors never knew. 

I '* ^ r THK SAME TIMS, SIR ALF HAI^SEY 

> ■■ was instilling his lesson of work-rate 

■■ Into footballers. Effect counted, and much» 
of effect stemmed from effort. Belatedly, 
■jjH too, the rewards of the g^me became more 
m m nearly commensurate with the skill and ap- 
,™JpIicaiion of players. The by-products of 
this creditable improvement, however, have given 
cause of disquiet^ 

The first, and most alarming, is the admitted em¬ 
ployment of a degree of violence whiefi could easily 
prove fatal. In January 1975 Peter Lever, whose pace 
was well short of that of half a dozen subsequent fast 
bowlers—especially from Australia and West Indies- 
struck the New Zealander Ewen Chatfleld in the head 
so nearly fatally that, in fact, his breathing ceased 
and he was only revived by mouth-to-mouth resusci¬ 
tation. Some years before, Charlie Grimth had hit the 
Indian batsman, Nari Contractor, in the head only an 
in inch or two from a fatal spot. The warnings have 
been posted. 

No one will deny that, in the past, fast bowlers 
regarded the short pitched ball as a legitimate threat 
—even a test of a batsman's nerve. It is true, too, that 
Larwood and Voce, against Australia in 1932-3, bowl¬ 
ed in an intimidatory fashion—called Bodyline—aim¬ 
ed at the batsmen’s ribs with a close set legside field. 
No denials, from any quarter at all can cast doubt on 
that fact. Now. though, the line of attack has moved, 
so that while Greig in a recent book described one 
bowler as aimmg accurately 'along the heart line', he 
dubbed another a 'head hunter'. Dennis Lillee in the 
The Art oj Fast Bowling says : 1 try to build up a 
sort of hate feeling against the batsman — at the other 
end of the wicket. It is just a matter of whether you 
arc prepared to be honest about it. The bouncer, or 
bumper as some call it, is a legitimate delivery sent 
down short of a length to the batsman with the aim 
of going through somewhere between the chest and 
just above the head. The idea Is to intimidate the 
batsman through a fear of being struck by a similar 
delivery in future, to claim his Wicket as he fends the 
ball ofE his body with his bat or gloves or in the case 
of the compulsive player of the hook stroke, to encour¬ 
age a catch through a mistimed stroke.’ 

That, from one of its most brilliant practitioners, 
is the acceptance of the bouncer as a legitimate item ot 
fast bowling technique. It has led to much bitterness; 
but it has also proved effective at the highest level. 
Most countries have employed it, and it has won Test 
series. Remarkably enough Tyson and Statham did 
not use it in their successful Australian tour of 1954-&. 
Oii the evidence, they did rtot need it. Now it is an 
acefepted facet of the game; frowned oh 9 fficially, it 
seems, rather as a potential defensive tactic in over- 
limit snatches than as a menacing weapon likely even- 
tuajdSi?' to have frightful conseauences* The fact remains 
tlwT it is so generally accepted that a number of hats- 
S, i , 


men wear helmets as protection against it. That has 
been condemned by some who are not called upon to 
face the bouncer delivered by a high speed bowler. 
Batsmen, though, are permitted leg guards, thigh pads, 
abdomen protectors—defending parts of the anatomy 
the bowler rarely seeks to hit—as well as rib padding; 
why should they be denied the form of protection most 
likely to save their lives ? Similarly dangerous, 
though not violently intended, is fielding in close-to- 
the-bat positions. Roger Davis of Glamorgan was. all 
but killed when he was struck by a forcing stroke 
when standing at short leg. So the crash helmet adds 
another and so far, the newest item to the cricket 
scene 

It is obvious that such unwijiking concentration 
and high-speed reactions as characterise the Meat 
fielding sides—each man ‘living’ with the ball till It 
reaches its destinatipn—also produce extreme tension. 
There is, too, little doubt that an appeal—especially 
the mass appeal—releases tension. Whether it is a 
spontaneous outburst of pent-up nervous energy or a 
tactical weapon, the mass team appeal is nevertheless 
a completely new phenomenon in the first-class gune. 
Photographs taken as recently as the nineteen-fifties 
show the appeal as a somewhat conversational matter. 
There have, of course, always been some bowler^ 
like George iMacaulay and ‘Tiger’ Bill O ’Reilly—who 
Bliouted their appeals. Most ‘asked’ quietly: me 

wicketkeeper might add his voice In the case of a 
catch at the' wicket. There was no suggestion of the 
now-a-days common histrionic mass appeal which has 
certainly been used by some teams—with one player 
giving the cue to 'go up’—as a deliberate ploy to un¬ 
settle or confuse a nervous umpire. The man who ap¬ 
pealed for Ibw from square leg or for a legside catch 
from cover point used to be regarded with half humor- 
ous disapproval. Now it is thought in some places that 
unless the whole side 'goes up’, they do not believe 
the batsman is out. Certainly In recent Test scries lar 
more appeals have been made than were justifiable. 
The extent of the strain can be measured by the re¬ 
tirement of some of the best Australian and West 
Indian umpires. 

The extravagance of present day reactions is mag¬ 
nified by television. Indeed, the media, in general, be¬ 
have more challengin^ly than formerly. It j,s possible, 
too, that nervous tensioi\ is reflected and heightened 
by a combative hostility. On the other hand, the Aus¬ 
tralians in recent years certainly gave offence by ag¬ 
gressive attitudes—^which showed up badly on tele- 
visipn—and swearing. There have always been some 
cricketers who allowed a dislike of opponents—^whe¬ 
ther genuine or simulated—to become apparent. Only 
lately, though, has the majority qf a team acted offen¬ 
sively in concert. 

The third new manifestation is the emoti,onal res¬ 
ponse to the fall of a wicket, when half a team will 
fall upon a successful fieldsman or bowled and un¬ 
brace him—in sharp contrast to the polite hand-clap 
of a few years ago. This is unnecessarily embarrass¬ 
ing. As one otherwise hardened player put it, “I try 
never to make a catch o^ it before lunch. 1 can't 
bear his morning breath.” 

Now, however, it would seem strange If every 
development of any importance were not marked by 
some exhibitionist interrupting play and molesting 
players. 

All these electric responses by the players, and 
the exuberant crowd reaetions, of course, make for 
more dramatic photographs. In the same way, the 
raised standard of fielding and the extreme tensions, 
and precarious risks of the over-limit game make play 
the more spectacular. If only fbr these reasons, these 
photographs are so vivid as to make much earlier 
work in the same field seem almost static by com¬ 
parison. 

All in all, in these picture^, the camera Is. a wit¬ 
ness to considerable social, economic and technicsil 
changes in a game which haa always truly reflMttad' 
its setting. 
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.w«ni cloftQif 
1^ ;, hotwJua, to 
ot3!i,.t»,: rrtry 

> 'vemwi^c idM: 'th^! 

tMt:. «Mltt«iAn ,«t all 
0 :. mdute «--blood-«ttrd1iof: 

W frim.tHe .6tti«r end and 
nd that the most drao^fat^o wic* 
ket of the day fwo. pos^ un* 
photogropbod, A soluUon is tu 
ose two, eanteras, one a$' a ptir* 
manionf long stop; just in 'case. 

A cciekfit photographer dare 
not tniss even one bail. If he 
does it will inevitably be the 
one that produces, the vital 
wicket dr the mosl^ gj^taeuler 
ktroke of the -day^ a pou^- aa«ni« 
times lost on one's more sociaUe 
friends. I have perpleined many 
by leaving ah jsOeellent lunch 
tong before the end, just because 
it is five peat two. {In fngland, 
ploy atarts after lunch at ten 
post twoSditor). Trequently 1 
have cast a wistfiil eye at the 
pavilion or the press box, Or 
what the Australians call the 
outer', to see those who can 
queue at leisure for something 
as simple as a cold drink on a 
hot day, or (more often in Eng¬ 
land), e hot drink on a cold day. 

Many of the best cricket 
photographs are taken at ground 
level. This can be a risk as 
piayen can'get iir the way. Even 
at thnes wo inadvertently en¬ 
courage - il. I have heard cap- 




delda say, "Back a bit and finer 
just- over there, by the came¬ 
ras.'* Ihe result is that for the. 
dest of that bowler's spelT you 
Will; .jbe peerijAg through or 
grmpd-.a' flelder<; Moving camhr 
trip^. ' is. hot aiwayd 
«ioS8i1jiM~'on a erowded' ground, 
and .HMa 

-■ t&ua$iv.»o;-mat|«*. 
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I '-[ FIND -THERE JS A 

strange ignohuwe 
among 'the-, generar 
public'artd others, who 
ihmdd know better, 
about the- work of a 
Iftricket . i^iotogntpher. 
Whetner out' of imlltenees or 
mere curiosity l am often asked 
if I photograph ev<^ ball. A- 
moment’s thought would diow 
in a typical Ibst matdt ihe 
total would 'exceed.-2,000 photo¬ 
graphs, most at would be 

worthless. How tl^ does one 
know when to take e' photo- 


paaine-.4e 


;>ivTc' 

: '-ttg. matBery a fblt' 

'iMilealu-of;"- 
what u .'.tP. fMW'; .A . mmtkV. 
pete ii- i^iadt «f aiul': 

dircetioit of . the .haU**w wikg as . 
ode is .Sh e gK^On to ju^^uis.' 
A hottoeer - wmtkt jaamadwtely 
fUjtUcate a hook; or. atone' evasive 
aetitoi on toe part df bato-. 
inau: a. ball of-tdll Irngto;''.^ 
drlvA B a hatnua phi^ aV tofi 
hall arid mtases, tlwto'jp toafan^ 
abn-b-rather Bke, t^ imt -pxm^ 
euro on ik HflA - After toii aMN*- 
alt.attonBdn is on .toe stuittp£: 
U top sun 'to^thliitog,: - ttto' dnt 

Clua iS’OftCtt.l gBttt1toM»..fjhlHt 

bsHertoe H. tomtomr a^ ' 

most udtfutot etttKtoue weitotof* 

top pimtS%to#^%M^^SsSa 

' ^c^ufliidely 1 was never, 
much good- at piagtog ertokdt 
mysalfi wad the .roachss^ advice 
went largely unheeded. This 
was inobably a diaappointinetit' 
to my father, put he never show¬ 
ed it 1 WM tepugbt up- in k 
.cricket household and could not 
help devdopiog an affiectijon ito-. 
toe game. So it whs. naturej 
that my -early emiwrunehis in 
photography should. include try¬ 
ing my hand at cricket The itn-' 
mediate problem of eccees to e 
long lens on a sdhooibly's budget 
Wes solved by borrowing my. 
gator's ' blnocufassi' li^. fint 


iTHoinM T*itiliT'ttl*U 
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ttiiid thne^. is ftl- 
WM m wen 

thtti the one 

iigli: totounerk daf toan 
".'pM'SUitoy btoiiidary. 
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On being 
out 


-IHE PALL OP A 

batsman*s wickat is 
consistently the most 
dramatic event in 
cricket. With all 
its analogies of final¬ 
ity and surprise, it 

—. .. lhas always seized the 

imagination of players and spec¬ 
tators; and, therefore, of editors 
Thus for years photographers 
were sent to matches to capture 
the dismissal of batsmen. Neither 
IS that demand confined solely to 
the Pi ess Anyone watching the 
'highlights' of cricket matches 
on television could be forgiven 
for believing that the game con- 
sifiis almost entirely of falling 
wickets and departing batsmen 

In most of the first-class games, 
and certainly in Test cricket, 
the whole atmosphere associat¬ 
ed with the fall of a wicket has 
changed vastly since the late 
nineteen-fifties There exists a 
photograph of Jack Hobbs- 
bowled out for 80 in a Test Trial 
—turning away from the wicket, 
a broad smile on his face and 
his bat raised in salute to the 
bowler Hobbs scored more 
runs and more centuries than 
anyone else in the history of 
first class game, so he, presum¬ 
ably, could a£Pord to give up his 
wicket and the chance of yet 
another century His scoring 
achievements, however, suggest 
that he di,d not lightly surrender 
his innings. The impressive 
quality of the picture Is the 
quietly relaxed air of both bats¬ 
man and wicket-keeper (no one 
else is Bhown)--*in striking con¬ 
trast to the histrionics of somer- 
especially the fieldsmen-^-of a 
later generation. Out there at 
the time, someone no doubt said 
‘Well bowled’ and, to the bats¬ 
man, ‘Well played’. It is unlike^ 
ly, though, that Lord's allowed 
itself much more than a ripple 
of handicaps at the moment of 
dismissalr-though there would 
be louder applause as Hobbs ap¬ 
proached the pavilion No bats¬ 
man ever wants to be out; but 
there are some slight compensa¬ 
tions. Even those accustomed 
to the experience will say that 
the applause of the Lord’s pavi¬ 
lion had always a particularly 
warming effect. 

So it must have seemed to 
Greg Chappell when he came in 
at Lord's after scoring 131—4iis 
first Test century in England—In 
the second match of the 19721 
series^ Going to bat when Avd* 
tralia were seven for 



























































score o! the match-«^vet tWice^ 
as many as any other individual 
innings—and set Australia on 
the course to winning a Test 
wnlch they had entered one 
down with four to pjay in rub¬ 
ber In the event it was known 
as 'Mas^ie’s match* because the 
twentyrnve-year-old seam bowl¬ 
er, Bob Massle, playing in his^ 
first Test, took sixteen wickets 
for 137 runs in a phenomenal 
display of swing bowling in 
helpful conditions Chappell’s 
innings, however, was one of 
stybsh certainty Tall and slim 
he moved with the unhurried 
ease of the great batsman; he is, 
indeed, considered the finest on- 
gide player of his time Few 



cricketers Over receive the acco¬ 
lade of a standing ovation at 
Lord’s, when, as the batsman aw- 
preaches the pavilion, by a 
strange unanimity of recognition, 
and with no suggestion of pre- 
arrangement, the whole com¬ 
pany of the members rise 
their feet with rustbng noise UkO 
tne passing of a great dock of 
birds, and the clapping gradually 
mounts to a crescendo It is aaid 
that the hardest-headed Austra¬ 
lian has a quasi-religious res¬ 
pect for Lord’s, and feels an ex¬ 
tra urge to succeed there Such 
a salute is deeply moving, even 
to the ordinary observer; for the 
recipient, it must be a highly 
emotional experience. 

JOHN AftLOTT 



T he old type 

of camera was 
still m use in 
1960 1 when Aus¬ 
tralia played 
West Indies at 

__Brisbane The 

excitement of the ^ clewing 
over*^ meant that those 
photographers who were 
fitiU on the ground had used 
up nearly all their alloca* 
tlon. As the match drew to 
a climax, shortage of plates 
became a major problem. It 
appears that in the final 
over, when all four results 
were still possible, only Hdn 
Ixivitt of the Age and Haiiv 
Mai tin of the SyiJiney Morn 
mg Herald were still photo¬ 
graphing. They realised that 
any action would happen 
very quickly, probably more 
quickly than they could 
dbange over plates (modem 
motor-driven cameras do not 
suffer from such disadvant¬ 
ages; *several photographs a 
aeoond are possible). They 
came to an agreement: 
Martin would photograph 
the stroke no matter what 
happened. He would, there¬ 
fore, be looking for the win¬ 
ing run, or would photo¬ 
graph Kline, the last bats 
man, being dean bowled 
or Ibw. Lovitt, positioned 
alongside, and to Martin’s 
right, would take the action 
following the stroke 
catch, a run out or a victory 
•iluta. 



, Hall bowled 1» Kline, whp 
pushed the beU gway on the 


alieft side — Martin t^k Ms 
tograph e« plwioei' 
mon swooped in and 
Ithrew the wicket dojwL 
iKmtt waited that fraettm 
a second, the mark of a 


good photographer. The 
tion developed, as Kanbai 
laapt In the air. That was 
,tbe moment A remarkably 
restrained Lovitt took one of 
lUie most famous crideet 


photographs of all timov 
Martin, meanwhile, had rO^ 
loaded his camera ^ and, as 
some consolation prise, took 
the p\ayer8 leaving the field. 

PATRICK tApAR 





Catch it! 


NY ONE WHO 
quents cricketing 

pircles knows only too 
well the eternal plaint 
that something ^ bat¬ 
ting, bowling, umpinng. 
sportsmanship, or what-i 
ever ^ is not what it used to be’ 
No one. though, will deny that 
fielding — including placing and, 
especially, close catching—is nc»t 
only incomparably better than it 
was even twenty years ago but 
possibly, as it seemed in Australia 
in 197o-9, growing even finer. 

The kw to this improvement 
undoubtedly lies in concentration, 
the captains who lilted the stand¬ 
ard insisted on unrelenting atten¬ 
tion: close fieldsmen do not talk in 
the moments up to and including 
action (except sometimes as a 
psychological ploy, to unsettle a 
batsman) In this tense silence 
spectators can often hear, in the 


split second as a ball leaves the bat 
edge or — for the avoidance of 
doubt in a case of bat-pad — two 
or three of the close field shout 
•catch it!» 

Australia twice came from behind 
to square the rubber of 1972. Their 
win in the filth Test at The Oval 
drew the series; but England, the 
Jiolders, retained The Ashes, Thai 
match still provides the only ins¬ 
tance ol brothers—Jan and Greg 
Chappell—scoring centuries in the 
same Test innings. Greg, a capable 
fieldsman anvwhere, had the satis¬ 
faction, too, of taking a difficult 
(’atch when he threw himself for¬ 
ward in Mallett’s leg trap to pui 
out D’OLiveifra For D’Oliveira il 
was a sad moment; this proved his 
'ast Test innings. 

|HE CENTENARY 
Test was, simply a 
success, weather, event, 
bowling, batting, fielding, 
company, all went well. 
There was a whole crop 
_Jof good catches As Eng¬ 
land pressed on tne cpllapsing 
Australian first innings, Old cons¬ 
tantly bowled 'though the gate’ at 


lyOlivetra c Greg Chajypell b MaUett. Oval, 1972. 



the l6ft«handed Oihatodrt 
be made one leave him and Orelg, 

second 

slip, held the catch and was iu. 
mid-air when he paa^ Brearley 
at first slip. For a man of his height 
and length of arm^ Orelg has al¬ 
ways been surprisingly coherent 
physically and a most capable 
catcher. 

That made Australia llT foi 
eight, but Greg Chappell was sTill 
in and batting calmly; and O’Keeffe, 
who joined him, is a capable, ortho¬ 
dox batsman with a sound defence. 
To k^p the game tight, Greig 
brought up Underwood, who made 
one go w'th his arm; O'Keeffe, 
playing for the turn, got a top 
edge; the ball spun up over his 
and Knott's heads and Brearley, 
going a long way to his left from 
fii^t slip, made the catch behind 
the wicketkeeper. Brearley's na¬ 
turally quick reactions, his deter¬ 
mination, concentration and 'clean 
hands comb’ne to make him a 
highly capable slip — which has 
in turn enabled him to demand, 
and deploy, a high standard of 
fielding in his England team. 

JOHN ARLOTT^ 














For your record book 


^#ilt Indies 
IfS^Mew 
^nd 
ies 

i^Kghts 

j»APUBE HIT HIS 
a£n<ifen T««, ceatury in his 
' «t Cotristchurcli and 

i Srst ever all-rouadev 
HdW seatond (and 20tb in 
na) io complete the all' 
.. *9 ‘doat^’ of 100 widieU 

I4OOO tuba in Tests. Only Ian 
tMn or EhStand, Vmoo Man- 
tnd Kapil Dev of India and 
Nidtie of Australia had 
ae feat faster than 










lOND HAVMES, THE 
dies openaTi vnas the top 
r.tt^tbe Om^in Test and 
HA jae field throughout the 
^ ihily M. ]U 'Taisimha of 
, ^ . and Geoff Boycott of £hg< 
hMd |Md done the same in the 
ffiah. Haynes was also the last 
to be out in both the West 
innings a rare instance. 

IB. WITH MATCH 
il for 102 at Dunedin, 
lil^td his oiva best bowling of 

£ 58 against India at Weihng« 
lfff5'76. Both these figures 
htO the bwt for a Kiwi bowler. It 
Wad aha the third time that Hadlee 
gapturetl 10 or more wickets 
j match. J, Cowie bad also 
itMiaed the same feat and Gaiy 
p did it for the fifth tune for 
Zealand when ho dismisses) 
ft Indians for 187 runs at 
ad. 

GOKDON OREENIDGE, THh 

S teer West indies opener, was out 
or 81 and 87 In the Christchurch 
TelZ Earlier, be was also dH> 

« d in the nineties in both the 
IS (81 and 86) in the third 
Test against Pakistan at George 
town in 1976-77. On|y Clem Hill 
Of Australia was likewise dismissed 
In the third Test against fiouth 
d^ca at Adelaide in 1801-02, 
When be ooored 98 and 97. 

GEOFF HOWAItTH WON UlS 
first Test as skinpet. Graham 
ing and Mark Burgess are 
only other Kiwis to do the 

r Bowmth, the sixteenth 

^---- 




tssptain of New Zealand, wan the . 
aeries by virtue of a mm-widi^ 
victory, hf haenme hut tlW OaisMa 
captam after Dowling (Who had 
vyon a series over Falcistan in 
Pakistan In 1968'70) to win the 
aeries 1-0. 

THE DUNEDIN 'KBET WA» 
only the sixth occasion in Test 
history when the last hutting pair 
•y to a 


has brought the victory 


side. 


JOEL GARNER’S 6 FOR 56 AT 
Audiland was his Wt howling 
performance improving bis previ¬ 
ous best id 4 for SS against Aus¬ 
tralia at Brisbane in December 
last. He was also the only West 
Indies bowler to capture five ol 
more wickets in the series. 

LANCE CAIRN’S 6 FOR 85 AT 
Christchurch was also his best 
bowbng in his 17-Test career bet¬ 
tering his previous best of 5 for 

66 agaloat India at Madras In 
1976-77. 

(X)RDON GREENIDGE COM- 
picted 2,000 runs In his 24th Test 
at Christchurch. Hts present 
aggregate is 2,088 in 25 Tests. 
Lawrence Rowe also reached the 
same milestone, m his 30th Test, 
at the end of whidi he aggregated 
2,047 runs. 

RICKARD .HADLEE TOOK 10 
wickets in the series to take his 
total 126 wickets in 20 Tests and 
In the process overhauled the till- 
now Kiwi wicket-takor. Richard 
CoUingo’s tally of 116 wickets in 

67 Tests Hadlee uow heads four 
New Zealand bowhirs who have 
taken 100 or more Wickets in 
Tests. 

HADLEE. BY TAKING FIVE 
or more wickets twice tn tue 


KaUirliarran—o ’vw’ at Dunedht 



Gordon Greenidqe —out In 
irneties in both the tmthifl* ot 
Chrigtehureh Teat 
Dunedin Tests, performed the fegt 
for the eighth occasion — a reeorfi 
for New Zealand. Uad|ee*s cem 
tury at Cbriatctiurch Wag the 
14(mh hundred in 875 Tcotg. 

ALVIN KALLICHARRAN OB 
tafaed a 'pair’ at Dunedin, lin 
had done the same against Eng* 
land at Port-<d-Spain 018 yeafil 

■go. 

-( /■! 

DESMOND HAYNES P1I0V1% 
ed a rare instance of set^nfi a<'’V 
and a century (122) in thh sOigte ^, 
Test at ^ristchmeo. 1 * 

A 

t 


vjpmi 

ewa WM 
lAt tSo 

fharn. 


Test at C^ristchii 

THE ONE-WICKET 
by New Zealand at 
the first wfai regtsl. 
venue In seven T^s pi 

five WEST INDIES^ B/tTCb' 
men were dismissed for S<w|r‘' 
the thcond Test at Ci 
^ ' PaldWo 


chi and Dacca Id II 
es weVe opol^ to fha 
In tte wilio hioKiZk, 
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Farce at 
Faisalabad 

GUL HAMEED BHATTI 

A MATCH WHICH HAD TURNED 
into a farce as early as on the 
second playing afternoon, ended on a 
brilliant note with some record-break¬ 
ing feats by players on both sides. 
There were four centuries scored on 
the four days when play was possible, 
two of them being double hundreds. 
And both of them set new marks In 
Pakistan-Australia 'Test cricket. 

The Faisalabad Test suffered an 
early death when a request made hy 
the Australian manager, Fred Ben« 
nett, to consider the rest day as a 
playing day, was turned down by the 
Pakistan cricket authonlies. It had 
rained heavily in Faisalabad (former¬ 
ly known as Lyallpur) for two days 
before the Test was Kheduled to be¬ 
gin, and although the wicket had 
been covered, a good amount of the 


raging waters had seeped under the 
tarpaulin. On the eve of the Test, the 
pitch had turned into a muddy slush. 
There were chances that the first two 
days of the match would have to be 
abandoned. 

A ray of hope came, however, with 
the first rays of the sun. The groun¬ 
dsmen worked a full day to dry the 
pitch and the outfield. Dry grass was 
used as an absorbeot and the heavy 
roller was emplo^'ed continously till 
the strip, already shorn of its green 
surface, turned into a brownish, shi¬ 
ny, pool-table-like top. One could 
sometimes see his own reflection on 
the bare pitch. The wicket had alrea¬ 
dy become a bowleris deathbed. 

The Australians were naturally dis¬ 
appointed that their request to make 
the match into a full five-day one 
was rejected. Play started after a 65- 
minute delay on the second mormng 
and if the rest day had been consi¬ 
dered a playing day, one could easi¬ 
ly have had a full Test. It was also 
disappointing for the thousands of 
tans who thronged the Iqbal Stadium 
in the dty in great numbers, and 
^hey would have loved an extra day 
of cricket. If there had been five days 
at the two teams’ disposal, the app- 


thdugh there may bl 

er crtticiim of their tacties~very 

rightly decided to bat as long as 


possible, as there didn’t seem any 
chance of the match reaching any^ 
sort of a finish. And batting under 
protest, the visitors played on for 
almost three of the four playing days. 


Records toppled like nine-pins and 
many new marks were established. 
Australia batted for 780 minutes 
scoring 617 runs before being all out 
and Pakistan made a spirited reply, 
hitting 382 runs for the loss of only 
two irideets in 435 minutes of batt¬ 
ing. A total of 999 runs were pro¬ 
duced in the match, which saw not 
even the first innings of the two 
sides being completed. 


G reg chappell won the toss 

for the second time in the seri¬ 
es* and naturally decided to take 
first strike. Both teams showed one 
change from Karachi, where Pakis¬ 
tan had gone one-up with a seven- 
wicket victory under new skipper 
Javed Miandad. Imran Khan, who 
had a ruptured thigh muscle, failed 
to pass the fitness test and was re¬ 
placed by Indian tour hero Ehtesh- 
amuddin. In the Australian side, 
Julien Wiener elbowed out David 
Hookes, who had fallen for a "pair” 
at Karachi. 






«ni^ um ww «iiw. MV 'Tftm, 
«r bottnoe in tbe tvidtet on 
morning, tbe oU ball aWtuig and 
tume4» IPakistaa ware thus ludor to 
see visiting openers back la the 

^ "*90 with only 21 runs on the 
Bruce Laird snicked Sarfraz 
into wicket-keeper TasUm Arifs 
hands before he had opened his ao& 
ount. Wiener played an innocuous- 
looking delivery from Ehtesham on 
to his stumps. But then began the 
Pakistanis* long toil in the field. 

Vice-captain Kim Hughes and skip* 
per Greg Chappell played some 
beautiful cricket on a pitch which 
held nothing for the bowlers, Iqbal 
Qasim, the Karachi^win hero, looked 
a mediocre bowler on this unrespou- 
sive pitch and the two Australian 
batsmen treated him harshly. Iqbal 
looked a disillusioned player and at 
times completely lost even his sense 
of direction. Tauseef Ahmed, the 
young off-spinner, was not used much 
but Majid Khan sent down some 
accurate spells with his off-breaks. 
Sarfraz Nawaz was, however, ^e 
pick of the bowlers. The first day 
ended with Australia 196 for two, 
Chappell batting with 97 and Hughes 
with 88. 

The next day was another one of 
extreme frustration for the home 
bowlers. The spectators, however, 
thoroughly enjoyed some vintaij^ 
batting by Greg Chappell. Each 
stroke made by the great Australian 
was greeted with enthusiasm and fer¬ 
vour and when Chappell reached his 
double hundred, quite a few young 



Spectators invade the field ro eonoratulate Taslkn Arif after he gets his 
vnasden Test hundred 


lads raced to the middle with rose ed bis fifth Test century add Austra- 
garlands to congratulate him. Chapp- lia were 478 for five with no diance 
ell ^bhged some by letting his fans of a declaration in si^t. 
put the flowers around him. Hughes 

had been out early in the morning, ChappelTs share in that score was 
failing to add to his overnight 88, a monumental and masterly 235. He 
but Graham Yallop tormented the batted for a total of 349 minutes and 
Pakistani bowlers who toiled on the his innings became the highest indi- 
heart-breaking wicket without any re- vidual knock played in Pakistan-Aus- 
ward. Bv the day’s end, he had reach- tralia Tests. He now shares w*th Za- 


Bowler Sarfraz Nawaz and wicket^eper Tasltm Arif make a confident Ihw appeal againat Kim Hughes 
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Weiner looks back to see that he ia bowled by Eheteshamuddm 


heer Abbas f23S not out vs India at 
Lahore in 1978-79) the distinction of 
having notched up the highest Test 
score on Pakistan soil 

A fter a day of rest, the 

Australians came back to the 
ground to bat for another three 
hours and take their scons to 617, 
certainly their highest against Pakis¬ 
tan in Tests. Yallop went on to hit 
his career-best 172, while Rodney 
Marsh regained his lost confidence in 
hatting by smashing a well-played 71. 
Tauseef was Pakistan's best bowler, 
using his varying flight and his fast¬ 
er ones with telling effect on a 
wicket where Erapalli Prasanna. over 
a year ago, had had a miserable 
experience with his off-breaks. 

With almost three playing days 
gone, Taslim Arif and Haroon Rashid 
came out to open the Pakistan inn¬ 
ings, and from the word go Taslim 
began a batting display which every¬ 
one present would talk about for 
years to come. He drove powerfully, 
played his favourite wristy cuts 
where he seems to be digging the bat 
into the wicket and then with a flick 
sends the ball reaching to the boun¬ 
dary, and swept and hooked whenev¬ 
er he saw the opportunity arising. 
The great Dennis Lillee was made to 
look like an ordinary mortal and 
Taslim relished thrashing him to all 


corners of the ground. Haroon, look¬ 
ing sadly out of from, stayed with 
Taslim to give Pakistan an opening 
stand of 87 and with Zaheer, the 
young Pakistani wicket-keeper saw 
the innings to the day’s end. The 
score at the close was 108 for one 
with Taslim batting at fib. 

The last day belonged entirely to 
Taslim. Though Javed Mianuad chipp¬ 
ed in with a punishing unbeaten 106, 
it was Taslim who stole the limelight. 
He first reached his maiden Test hun¬ 
dred and then raced on to the 200- 
run mark. Those who saw him scor¬ 
ing 90 and 46 in his first Test at Cal¬ 
cutta did not see half of what this 
slim and athletic young man is cap¬ 
able of doing. He batted bravely with¬ 
out a blemish and treated all Austra¬ 
lian bowlers with contempL Chappell 
tried to make Taslim's innings look 
mediocre by asking all his 11 players 
to have a bowl, and Taslim, unper¬ 
turbed, went on with his ideas of 
aggression. It was ouite a sight 
watching Rodney Marsh turning his 
arm over, and he bowled no less than 
10 overs. It was only for the second 
time in Test history that all 11 play¬ 
ers had a bowl. England had used 
the same tactics against Australia at 
The Oval way back in 1884. 

Taslim ended the day with a mag¬ 
nificent unconquered 210. He hfid 
batted 435 minutes and earned uie 


distinction of being on the field foi 
the entire duration of the Test match. 
The previous record was also held 
by a Pakistani—Nazar Mohammad 
managing to do so against India at 
Lucknow in 1952-53. Taslim also hit 
the highest individual innings by a 
regular Test wicket-keeper, erasing 
the 209 mark set by another Pakis¬ 
tani, Imtiaz Ahmed, against New 
Zealand at Lahore in 1955-56. Thus 
Taslim fully deserved the Rs 5000 
award given by Wills cigarettes for 
the “Man of the match”. 

Faisalabad, because of its unres¬ 
ponsive turf and not good enough 
hotel accomodation, might have stag¬ 
ed its last Test match. The. crowds 
will thus be the losers. There was no 
dearth of enthusiasm in the and 
they remained glued to their seats 
till the very end, even though the 
tnatch was Just dragging on to a 
dreary finish. 

Besides the new records set there 
were some “firsts” In other fields too. 
For the first time in the history of 
Test cricket In this country, a girl 
enthusiast intruded on the field She 
caitie In and went out, amidst thun¬ 
derous applause and everyone pre¬ 
sent wa^ amused. Then a swarm of 
bees made a low flight over the 
ground and the players, as at Bang- 
aldre recently, dove to the earth to 
avoid the husging, wtoged insects* 
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Interviews 


JULIE 
DUNNE : 
BH A let us 
down 

The friendship between 
the Bombay Women's 
Hockey Association and 
the Bombay Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation has been short and 
not so sweet. The trouble 
started during the sixth 
Test between India and the 
USSR. The BWHA ackno¬ 
wledges that BHA helped 
them in organising the 
match, but not before a 
price was extracted for all 
such co-operation. BWHA 
alleges that the BHA func¬ 
tioned with severe irregu¬ 
larities and without any 
concern for courtesy. 
ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA 
met Julie Dunne. President 
of the BWHA. to hear the 
charges and subsequently 
Mr K. L. Passi. the BHA 
secretary, to elicit the 
answers. 

SCORTSWORLD : You uy there 
was Utile to no co-operaikm fromthe 
Bombay Ilock>y Aasodaikm ? 

JUinB DUNNE : We are grateful 
lu the Bombay Horkey Assodation 
for giving us the giound, and also 
tor letting us use their premises foi 
our meetings etc But we honestly 
got the impr€ssior4 that the Bombay 
Hockey Association offiaals were not 
happy with our organised efforts and 
success. And it was a success—every 
body who saw the match said so 

SW : Are there apedllc emi- 
t 

|D ; Yes, and not one but many 
TJpe BHA induced the Press to high 
l^ht its own contribution and not 
adcnowledge our hard work and or¬ 
ganised effort. I quote from two lead 
ing dailies of Bombay The first, 
"This was probably the poorest atten 
dance for an international in Bom 


bay Empty stands, a reflection of 
the Bombay Women's Hodcey Asso¬ 
ciations efforts, to make this event a 
success.*’ And the second. **But for 
the tremendous help given by the 
Bombay Uodkey Association Thurs« 
days match would not have been as 
successful as it was." Further, there 
was a Press Enquiry with rei^rd to 
Mr Naqvj umpiring all the three 
Tests in Maharashtra. Td like to in¬ 
form your leaders that the Bombay 
Women’s Hockey Associations choi¬ 
ce was Mr Omar Coutinho and Mr R. 
S Gentle. But the latter was select¬ 
ed to comment on the Test on All 
India Radio. 

SW : The earlier part acemt a Ittt 
k oonlradkiiwy. 

JD : There’s plenty more contra¬ 
diction to come The BHA had insis^ 
ted that they organise the printing 
and selling of tickets In good faith 
we let them The Ttmes of indfO 
r&lim. ted a crowd of 6000, The Free 
Press' one of 5000 and The Indian 
Exoress 4000 Thes estimation was 
made by experienced journalists who 
have been watching hockey for many 
years Even if we take the average il 
comes to 5000 spectators and yet 
only 1321 tickets were sold for a total 
sum of Rs 3662 handed over to us 
Presuming that there were not 3700 
romplimentaries we would like to 
know what happened to the rest ol 
the collection. 

SW : BHA offictab miisl have a 
lot of friends In iowtk, 

JD : You think so ? They've lost 
plenty in the last few day^ 

SW : Anything else ? 

JD : The whole environment creat¬ 
ed by some officials was one of har- 
fissment. And the way the unnecess¬ 
ary fuss was made in a downright un 


couth manlier ooaoemlng allocatioii 
of seats in the VIP endosore doda 
not become those who hold respon¬ 
sible posftioas in Bombay Hoduw. 
(Here BWHA Secretary interven¬ 
ed) . 

MRS P SOONAWAUA: The treasur* 
er and I were instructed by the 
President to have a look at the final 
seating arrangements in the VIP en¬ 
closure. Just then Mr Passi, the Sec¬ 
retary of the BHA came charging in 
and shouted. "You have kept no 
seats for the BHA members—^I will 
deal with you later" We tried to ex¬ 
plain to him that there were seats 
allotted to him and that if he wanted 
any more we were prepared to make 
necessary changes. He refused to lis¬ 
ten to reason and walked away. Af¬ 
ter a few minutes I approached him 
again, and offered to make the nece 
ssary changes, if only he would tell 
us how. In any case the last row of 
14 seats and the first row of sofas 
having 10 seats were vacant. But 
once again he brushed me aside rath¬ 
er curtly and walked away Mabel 
Pereira and I reported this to Miss 
Dunne as soon as she came into the 
stadium She was surprised how Mr 
Passi could complain when there 
were so many seats kept for the BHA 
members in the VIP stands 

SW : Obvhmsly It was not a finan¬ 
cial success 

JD : If we had been a little more 
experienced we would have kept 
stricter surveillance For instance the 
Central Bank of India gave us Rs 
10 000 and then the State Bank of 
India and Glaxo put up some banners 
which brought some income But 
even in these matters of advertising 
there were surprises Banners which 
were not authonsed by us suddenly 
appeared just before th.'^ game Now 
either these advertisements were 



When all the trouble started^ match betufeen Rsuate and IWHa ta 


vrooreas. 


Sunri Malhotf 


paid for, in which case wtere is the 
money, or somc^iody ts doing the cfi- 
enfs a free favour. Perhaps in view 
of the next Gold Cup. Also when 1 
spoke to Parle*s they promised to 
give us a donation of 2,000 bottles. 
With great difficulty, we managed to 
acquire only 200 of these. It transpir^^ 
ed that the BHA officials had instruc¬ 
ted the Parle’s mail to give us not 
more than three crates. For the two 
teams and the VIPs! What happend 
to the other crates ? 

SW : lliere did not seem to be 
much help forthooniiig from the B’ 
bay Hockey girls. 

ID : We presume that the present | 
hockey players were also induced to 
be highly unoo-operative with the 
conunittee. They had been specially 
requested by the committee to help, 
but they made no effort to assist us 
at the gates or sell souvenir progra¬ 
mmes on the day of the Test, which 
IS our only means of raising funds 
for the local association. 

SW ; Some of these are pretty aeib 
ous alk gatknuk Do you intend nudt- 
Ing farther enquiries or taking fur¬ 
ther action T 

JD: We arc comtemplating, let's 
»?€ what happens. Actually my inten¬ 
tion and my duty here is to make 
these things known to the sporting 
public, our donors, advertisers and 
our well-wishers. Certainly we must 
have been found wanting in certain, 
aspects of organising this Test, but 
that is lack of experience. And not 
lack of effort. The Russian and the 
Indian Team and their respective offi¬ 
cials were satisfied. Even our Chief 
Guest Field Marshal Manekshaw was 
kind enough to congratulate ys. And 
much as we are happy about this I 
must add that tbs experience of 
working with the BHA officials has 
left a pretty bitter taste. Af- 
<er all we are working girls and do 
this to promote the game, but obvi¬ 
ously in the future we may have to 
do this without exi>ecting any co-ope¬ 
ration from the BHA. 

K.LPASSI 
They're a 
bunch of 
amateurs 

SPORTSWOriUI : Mr €be 

B. W. ft , A SeoretaiT has 

made aoipe .gtartBiig and pretty 
flertom ceetyliM against the Bemr 
bay Hockey Asmfatlon on their tenr 
iheDSflti^ 


K L PASSL One scoood. before you 
start telling me about these women, 
let me tell you a few things about 
what happened at the Hockey Test 
between India and Russia. To begin 
with« these women are total amateurs 
in the matter of organising an event 
like this. For almost every bit of the 
major organisation I was the man 
who helped them. (He pulls out a sheet 
of paper and starts reading) I got 
them their furniture—1500 chairs, 72 
cushioned chairs, 2 sofas, the carpet— 
our BHA contractor is not supposed 
to give these for any events other 
than the £HA-organised ones, but he 
gave them Rs 4^0 worth of rented 
furniture free. Then I got them TV 
coverage and Films Division cover¬ 
age. Our hoardings contractors, the 
Chopra Associates, managed Rs 20,000 
worth of hoardings from the Central 
Bank of India, of which Rs 10,000 went 
to the ladies, and as much as Rs 9,000 
was the mere cost the Chopras incur¬ 
red while making all the hoardings. 
I got the women Rs 1000 from Parle’s 
and 8 crates of drinks free. Just ima¬ 
gine, my average target for an entire 
tournament like the Gold Cup is Rs 
30,000 over 18 days, and I got them 
Rs 13,500 for just one match. 

The stadium was kept unused for 
two days, which means that 1 lost 8 
scheduled games. The ground was so 
perfect that even Field Marshal 
Manekshaw commeated on it, and 
the Russian girls said it was the best 
pitch they have played on in India. 
Frankly, I’m surprised at the fact that 
they should complain about me at 
all; in fact Tm fadng problems from 
my committee for having done so 
much for a match that is uot orga¬ 
nised by the BHA. 


SW: Weft they seem to have their 
own version to aO these points. But 
specifically on the more serious ones, 
how do yon explain the fact that 
1321 tickets were sold wUle the dal¬ 
lies estimated at least 4,880 to 5,800 
people. 


KLP: Do you know, 1 kept two secu- I 
rity people from the BHA at the 
gates to prevent gatecrashing and 
stood there myself for a while. But 
for every one person showing a ticket 
them were four saying that they 
were friends of Julie Dunne, or that 
they belonged to this organisation, 
or that charity or that they were en¬ 
titled to because they were advertisers, 
I Just got sick of it all, so I said that 
If that’s the way Miss Dunne wants 
it, why should I complain? I assure 
you, If there had been more strict 
polidug at the ggtes we would have 
had at least Bs 8,000 worth of tickets 
sold. 

8W: Ton abo had preblema of 
alloiting seats In the VIP enelosoro. 
You, personalty have been accused of 
beiiig rough with the women. 

KLP: So that's what they say, is 
it? Look, when 1 give them a free 
grouddi when the BHA is doing all 


this for them, is the BHA not entitled 
to some oonsideration towards its 
president and members? We have 72 
seats in the VIP enclosure; I asked 
originally for only 17 but finally de¬ 
manded that we should get at least 
12 seats and do you know what these 
women did? Miss Dunne kept four 
blank seats, on either corner, uur 
president was not allotted one, our 
Managing Committee was suppo¬ 
sed to restrict itself to 4 seats. They 
did not have the elementary courtesy 
towards the BHA as to keep for them 
reai,onablY good seats. That was the 
only time 1 really lost my temper 
and said that it was a personal in¬ 
sult to me. 

SW: Hiey had kept the sofas In 
front. 


KLP: Do you watch hockey? If you 
do you will know that the game just 
cannot be seen from ground level. 
These sofas were ou ground level; 
they were intended for just some 
iauoo p^ple to sit down on. They 
are the worst seats in the stand. If 
those were the seals kept for us, 1 
have nothing more to say* 

SW: n appears as If you had pvt 
up a lot of baanm for free, in addi¬ 
tion to the paid omui from CBI, State 
Bank, Glaxo and Parle. How conld 
you authorise such a thing? 

KLP: lliose banners...wo 11 1 think 
they were put up by the Chopra 
Associates b^use there were huge 
blanks between those paid-for posters 
that you mentioned. Others were 
erected just to make the Uung more 
presentable. 

SW: Do you mean to my that Just 
to make a stadium more presentable 
professional contractors would spend 
their own money, out of purely gra¬ 
tuitous motives? Do you ^Ueve 
that? 

KLP: Frankly, I have no know¬ 
ledge of those posters. I didn’t keep 
that account and there has been no 
bill for their erection and no corres¬ 
pondence with the advertiser. 

SW: So your final eoodusioii of 
the women’s handling of the match 
is that it was amateurisb. 

KLP: Amateurish and arrogant 
They have not paid the referees, can 
you believe it? Tradition demands 
that they tip the Mali, which they 
did not do. The printer’s bill of Rs 
753 is stSn outstanding--all these 
bills are now coining to me, since 
they have used the BHA as their 
address for all this. Then, they forgot 
to arrange transport for the Russians 
from the BHA to the station, and it 
was finally I who rushed about and 
hired a tempo. All 1 have to really 
say to them is that if they have com¬ 
mitted mistakes, they tiiould admit 
them and hope to do better. All these 
accusations^specially when blatan¬ 
tly untrue—do them little credit. 




P AN WAS FAR AND AWAY THE 
best team in the championship. 
In fact, I would say that it is the 
best team in Asia They were well 
prepared for the tournament. They 
had five World Cup players in their 
ranks. Leading them was All Parveen 
who was also the captain of the 
national team in the World Cup. Due 
to their political relations with 
Russia, they had had ^me top class 
teams from that country to play with 
them before they came to Singapore 
and that definitely helped them a 
great deal. 

Though China came third, 1 would 
say that they were the second best 
team on view. They had retained the 
Mine team that helped them do well 
in the Asian Games, and their Gov¬ 
ernment had arranged a tour of Eu¬ 
rope before the championship. North 
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Top: A hMPs eye view of the SSn* 
gapore National Stadium where 
the Pre-Olympic football matches 
were played. Right: The inaugw 
ml speech by the President of the 
Football Association of Singapore. 
Bottom: Iranian footbaU team 
durmq the march-vast ceremony 
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The Indian team during the march^past ceremony 



Iran versus China match in vroareee 

Kerea came fourth in the champion¬ 
ship, but they deserved to be third. 
Theira was also the same team that 
had played in the Asian Games and 
in the Asian Cup Championship. 
Singapore came second, but that was 
more due to their team spirit and 
fighting ability than to real football 
skill 

The Indian team, plagued by injury 
and missing some top players, came 
fifth. If the same team that went to 
the Middle East had gone, we %vould 
have done better. We had two months* 
training at Bangalore, in which the 
first 15 dmrs was spent in screening. 
The NSNiS ground at Bangalore was 
so bad that it was not possible to 
practise there. The AIFF arranged 
the football stadium at Bangalore for 
us, but even there we could pratise 
-for 01 ^ one session, since a local 
toumaitent was going on at that 
time. It^s strange that a tournament 
should be considered more important 
that the welfare of the national team. 

Then ym went to play a touma* 
ment at l^dusuf« which proved to be 
a great blunder. There the crowd 
treated Ite af outsiders and ei awp to > 


while all the players of the other 
teams went all out to injure us. Dev- 
raj and Shyamal Banerjee were in¬ 
jured, which crippled our team to 
some extent. 

The tournament was very well 
ganised. I wonder when India will 
he able to organise sudi an event. 
Tm march past was held on Febru¬ 
ary 23, in front of a capadty Crowd 
of 60,000 people. The band from New 
Zealand was simply wonderful 1 was 
naturally delighted t;o lead the coun¬ 
try in uie march past. It reminded 
me of the Rome Olymidcs when m 
elder broker P. K. Banerjee was the 
captain of the In^an football team. 

Day-by*day, this is how it went. 

Pebmary Up Slagapere-Srl Lanka : 

Playing in front of their home crowd, 
Singapore started badly but their 
superiority in skill saw them win 3-0. 


Fehnuury Mp 
We were really tense before the 
matdi. The fadt that China had beat¬ 
en us 7-1 when we last met them was 
foremost in our minds. When we 
I saw the lighbout udm had played 


Sri Lanka custodian De SUva collects a ball durktg the 
match against N orth Korea 

havoc with us the last time, it did 
not brighten our spirit at all. The 
Chinese team had given a statement 
that it would be an easy win for them. 
But when the game began, we started 
well playing defensively, but all the 
time on the look-out for a gap. The 
forwards did not function at all, 
and there was no wing play. We 
managed not to concede any goals 
till the interval In fact, we held out 
till the 80th minute when their left- 
out was involved in a sliding tadde 
with Compton Dutta, and the referee 

E ointed to the dreaded spot. The foul 
ad taken place outside the penalty 
box, and I don't think the player had 
any dianoe to score a goad from 
there. After the goal, our morale 
plummeted but we somehow manag¬ 
ed to end the game without any fur¬ 
ther damage. After the match the 
Chinese coach came and told me : 
"Captain, we were lucky that we got 
lull points." Bhaskar was outstanding 
under the bat, and was named the 
*Man of* the Match'. 

Febmaiy X5, Nmth Kimndrun : 
We expected it to be a top class mat¬ 
ch, but what we saw disappomted us. 
It was more like a Mohun Bangan- 
East Bengal match, where there is 
more tension than actual play. In 
the second half, Iran played better, 
opening four to five chances, but 
they misaed some absolute ritters. 
The North Korean players were 
more interested in defence. The re¬ 
sult 0-0 was not a true indication of 
lran*8 superiority. 

^ Fehnaiy Mp SingaponMIn : 

We dionld have won t^ matdi. 
Ever since 1 have started playing for 
India, we have never lost to Suiga- 
pore. Almost straightaway we mm- 
ed four absolute dtters with just the 
goal-keeper to beat The culprits 
were Xavier, Parminder and Shabbir 
(2), one of which was a 
header which hit the inside post and 
came out Singapore vrere not 
playing fhiently. Both the teams 
played the same type of 
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so we knew what the other 
would do next. The first half ended 
goalless, but in the 10th minute of 
the second half, their 17-year-old 
wonder boy Fundi scored an opportu¬ 
nistic goal when there was a misun¬ 
derstanding between Monoranjan 
Bhattacharya and f»ekharan. Even 
after that, we lacked the inspiration 
to go all out and score the equaliser. 
We played a sub-standard game, an 
it was really disappointing to lose a 
match when we could have won 
easily. 

February 27, China-lnui : The 
match started with Iran getting hold 
ot the game, but failing to create an 
opening to score. The Iranian coach, 
Hab bi, an ex Olympian, told me dur¬ 
ing the interval that one should slow 
down the pace of the game against 
China, North Korea and other coun¬ 
tries that play their kind of soccer. 
But when Iran slowed down the 
game in the second half, China got 
the game under their control. How¬ 
ever, it was Iran who scored in the 
25th minute, though it was a goal gift¬ 
ed by the goal-keeper. But then China 
too scored a similar goal. The ground 
was wet, and the ball was going out, 
but the Iranian custodian tried to 
stop the ball. It deflected off his 
hands, touched his leg and entered 
the net. China, inspired, went all out 
and went ahead with a mid-field goal. 
Then came the climax when in the 
BSth minute, Iran* scored the equaliser. 

February 28 , North Korea-Sri 
Lanka : It was a one sided match 
with Korea winning 7-0. 

February 29, was the rest day. 

March It Singapore-Iran : We ex¬ 
pected Singapore to put up a fight, 
but the Iranians played much too 
professionally and gave the Singapor¬ 
eans no chance at all. 

March 2, China Nortb Korea : 

It was the tournament both teams 
playing the defensive 4 3-3 formation. 
The game was very slow, and there 
were a lot ot mis passes, which one 
does not expect in a match of this 
standard. Sanzari. the player who 
played for Mohammedan Sporting 
last year in the Calcutta league play¬ 
ed as a sweeper in this match (he 
played in the other matches also). 

March 3, India-Sri Lanka : This 
was a prestige match We played 
well and won 4-0, Xavier and Shabbir 
scoring two goals each Our goal¬ 
keeper and defence were nev 
n tested and it was like a Mobun 
Bagan Sporting Union match, played 
in Singapore. Shyamal Banerjee was 
outstanding as he icpcaledly went 
up to help the forward line He is a 
player who has definitelv unproved 
a great deal in the last year. Inci¬ 
dentally, I won the ‘Man of the 
Match’ awaid that day. 

March 4, Singapore-North Korea : 

We expected Korea to win but Singa¬ 
pore played an inspired game and 


won 3-1, due to their tremendous 
team-work and close play. Their goal¬ 
keeper was outstandiM and he right¬ 
ly won the *Man of the Match' 
award. 

Marrii 5, rest day. 

Marrii 6, Chiaa-Sri Lanka : Again 
a one-sided game with China bent 
upon increasing their goal average 
and scoring seven without reply. 

March 7, Indla-fran : Our greatest 
achievement that day was that we 
were able to check the Iranian play¬ 
ers for 64 minutes. If some of our 
absent experienced players had been 
with us we could have drawn the 
match, and a tremendous achievement 
it would have been for u$. Everybody 
^id Iran played their worst game 
that day, but a better way of putting 
it would be that they were not allow¬ 
ed to play their normal game. We 
packed our defence, and it was near 
perfect And the fact that our defen¬ 
ce was so good, is evident from the 
fact that we did not concede many 
goals. After they scored the goal in 
the 64th minute, they scored another. 
It was a goal which reminds us of 
the foal by Pradip Choudhury in the 
IFA Shield semi-final match against 
Mohammedan Sporting. A player 
s^tched the ball from Xavier and 
right from the half-way line volley¬ 
ed the ball towards the goal Bhaskar 
was not prepared for the shot Then 
we missed a sitter when Xavier gave 
a ball to Shabbir who could not voll¬ 
ey. If he had volleyed it in time, it 
could have been a goal. 

March 8, SingaporoOdm : It was 
a vital game for both the teams. 
China needed a win to qualify, where¬ 
as Singapore would have to win 
to play Iran in the final China start¬ 
ed well, Singapore concentrating 
more on defence. The first half en¬ 
ded with neither team being able to 
control the game. The second half 
savy the ball moving in the mid-field, 
China content with a draw and the 
Singaporeans trying desperately to 
hold on to the game. It was then the 
by-now famous team spirit of the 
Singaporeans came to the fore. 
They were constantly at the ball, 
and slowly but surely got control of 
the ball. The Chinese were forc¬ 
ed onto the defensive and when the 
game was 80 minutes old, Singapore 
got the all-important goal. 

March 9, Iran-Sii Lanka : Another 
drab affair with Iran notching up the 
highest tally of the tournament, II. 

March 10, India-Noiili Korea : The 
game had naturally lost interest 
from the Korean stand point as the 
result would not have made a diff¬ 
erence for them In the tournament, 

1 have seen that whereas the other 
countries are able to convert 50 per 
cent of the chances that come their 
way, we are able to convert only 25 
per cent. It was again evident in this 
match Though we again started well, 
we could not score when the chanc¬ 


es came our way. They scored la the 
first half, when ttie ball defleded off 
Mottoranjan’s shoalder. Again ia the 
second half, we dondBated aad In the 
17th minute Xavier scored Iriiat waa 
definitely the best goal mm the- 
Indian riew point SnabUr date the 
ball to me, 1 lifted it to the top of 
the box and In came Xarier who 
placed It far into the seoond post 
giving the Korean aistodiaa no 
chance at all. We got control over 
the match, but again Shabbir and 
Kumar (playing as a haV) missed 
sitters. We ultimately* lost the matdi 
1-2. But. again, it was our game, but 
we could not hold on to the game. 
Perhaps the heavy pressure was too 
much for us. 

March 12, IrandPiigapem This was 
the final of the tournameiit. Before 
the match, the Iranian captain All 
Parveen told me that it would be no 
match at all. And that is what hap¬ 
pened. If Iran had won 84) I would 
not have been surprised. Ultimately 
they won 4-0. It was as if the Singa¬ 
pore team had lost the matdi even 
before they entered the field. Their 
famous team spirit was lacking. It 
was a one-sided final, with Iran run¬ 
ning all over their opponents. 

Sri Lanka was the only country 
that did not win a ‘Man of the Matdb* 
award. Singapore won the maxi¬ 
mum—six, Iran four. India two, 
China one and North Korea one. So 
it was not at all a bad performance. 
But we should have done better. The 
difference between the sides are very 
narrow. Iran was far ahead of us, 
but as for the other countries, it was 
touch-and-go. It depended on who 
could avail the chances that came 
their way. We had good ball control 
and skill but what we lacked were 
experienced players who could hold 
on to the ball We lost more out of 
our own fault, it was not that the 
other teams played better than us. 

The team spirit among us was 
good, the young players were willing 
to play their hearts out. The fact tha 
the players come from different 
States, with different styles, didn’t 
seem to matter much. But what we 
lacked was inspiration. We never got 
an encouraging word from the officials 
who had gone with us. It makes a 
lot of difference to the players, if 
they get a word of encouragement 
irora them. No one talked to us be¬ 
fore the game, or during the interval 
or even after the matdi. A few 
words here and there changes the 
whole complexion of game. It^was 
only discipline and nothing else. 

I have said this before, and I say it 
again, that it would be in the national 
interest if the team that wins the 
San tosh Trophy is selected to repre¬ 
sent the country, iirith one or two 
changes. I think our international 
showing will then be better. I re- 
Quest the AIFP to give this a 
thought 

Aiieidie isrsift DtS 




football 

transfers 

The Ce/cutta football transfer is 
still on, but within a few days of 
k$ start, on March 15, the most 
crucial transfers were over In 
the floor-crossing that took 
place. East Bengal suffered the 
most, with almost their entire 
team going over to Mohammedan 
Sporting. Mohun Began managed 
to retain most of their players, 
while East Bengal got back 
Sudhir Karmakar and Md. Habib. 



Spoitw) otid Topon Z)iw (hiMun Bogan) rtHtiming to their aid club 
hast Bengal, 



Pr<K(mta Banerjee (far left), SurojU SengupUr (head dovm), Samaresh Choudhury (fore front) (witMn- 
Sh^rj^ Ghosh (beskle SurojU) and David WUliams: and (right) Bhaskar Gatiguli, Shahbir Alt and 
1‘retnnath PhtUtp (withdrawal) aU signing to play for Md. Sporting 



Gdidam SaHtOt —__ 

^ose (tarmddi East Bmosl) 


rtMtftdruiirai 
for Mohun Bogan 


25 






"t 






• , —.. -% " •'.• > -ISm* 




/:i'" ' \' ' t.ju 


«om ^ 


«Jsaf 


;,^ '* 


r--^ k ■ 


1 M 


making a rauart mng in the Indiorltan 
match; hUban tMpper frotufi Banariae aho> 
Mn«r hondi with the North Korean Mp^: 
North Korean goaUmper eMeete a beU 
ae Prantn Banerjee waMtei! Sri Lai^ 
custodian foUt on ettemot bv Narendru 
Gurtmg of India, 
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Newss National 


RANJ! QUARTER-FINALS 
KARNATAKA VS HARYANA 

Sensation 
in Banga¬ 
lore 

J UST AS IN 1979, UGADl, THE 
New Year’s Day, turned out to be 
a day of bitterness for the Kanna* 
diaas. Their criketing heroes Vishwa- 
nath and company made an uncere¬ 
monious exit from the Hanji Trophy 
championship, losing by five wickets 
to a young bunch from Haryana. The 
final scores were Karnataka 320 and 
167; Haryana 232 and 258 for five. 

A little bit of application and 
dedication from them could have 
made the Kannadigas taste the festi 
val sweets with more happiness, but 
it was not to be. Despite enjoying a 
handsome first innings lead, the 
Karnataka men played like lambs in 


their second outing and lost to 
Haryana, who took every step in true 
professional style. Like their matA 
against Uttar Pradesh, whom they 
defeated after conceding the i^st in¬ 
nings lead, Haryana were unperturb¬ 
ed by the name and fame of some 
of the Karnataka cricketers. 

Every one of them, especially 
Ashok Malhotra, Kajiv Anand and 
Rajinder Amarnath, played with their 
heads down and weathered the storm. 
While their batsmen played such a 
fine role, the Haryana bowlers Kapil 
Dev, Goel and Talwar, did extremely 
well to dismiss Karnataka within 
modest totals, especially in the second 
innings. 

But for Brijesh Patel, Karnataka 
would have been in a very awkward 
position. Patel, on whom the title 
*King of Ranji’ can easily be bestow¬ 
ed. played a sweet innings in the first 
and a responsible one in the second. 

Patel hammered a classical 157 that 
saw him crack 24 boundaries and a 
.six. Skipper Vishwanatb (44) and 
newebmer Srinivas Prasad (41), who 
played a dedicated knock, helped 
Karnataka reach 320 in the first lOr 
nings* 



Uajinder Amaxnath sweeps Vijaue- 
hrtshna (not in the picture) 







Chandra: 
Farewell 
to cricket 

\rVER A GLORIOUS CHAP- 
« ter that saw him serve 
Indian cricket for well over a de¬ 
cade and a half, Bhagwat Subra- 
manya Chandrashekhai-*--oiie of 
the greatest “artist*' of spin bowl¬ 
ing in the world—has decided to 
bang up his boots. 

Befitting Chandra, as he is 
known to most, took a wicket off 
the last ball of his career during 
Karnataka’s match against 
Haryana. 

A happy-go-lucky yet hard¬ 
working Chandra thundered into 
the cricketing scene during the 
early Sixties. At that time he was 
called a ‘flipper exponent*, while 
some called him a freak spinner. 
Indeed, he was a freak. Handi¬ 
capped by an attack of polio in 
his childhood, Chandra made most 
of his handicap and- baffled many 
a great Jbatsmen in the' world. His 
performance in 1971, when India 
defeated England for the first time 
in their homeland, maoe one of 
cricketing greats John Arlott com 
ment: “There will never be an¬ 
other one like him.” Yes, sir, there 
will never be another Chandra 
again. 



Chandra, who began his career 
as a wicketkeeper, took to leg 
spin<nim-googly bowling around 
1962. Then he hop, stepped and 
Jumped into big cricket and made 


his debut anfost 

bav. Thereafter, he had jl ^ 
guiar member of the lttokirslfeamv' 
except for a short pmod wMfi ha 
returned from Australia badOra . 
the tour was complete dub to , aa 
injury, vnth Srap^ Prajsafifii*' ; 
another soparslar. Cbaadm 
such a fine coiubfimtiett-^Bl thfi .; 
two became to ‘be jcnobhi 'fst '" tim / 
spin twins of KamaCaka. IMttV 
with the arrival of VeidcataraKha- . 
van and Bfishan Bedt, Chandra pro¬ 
vided India one of its " jpeatest ' 
periods in crickeilto : 

While the other ttavfi.yffc to 
call it a dayi Chandra dbcidm tp' 
bow out gracefully to ^*pirdvldb ofi 
opportuniW for youngsters^ ;'w 
are knoeklQf at the deofs of bijr 
cricket”. Before announcing bia 
retirement soon after Karnafaka'a ^ 
exit from the current Ranjl 'saa^ . • 
son wi^ a defeat at the iMda of ! 
Haryana, .Chandra took tune to 
thank the public and the Fretf for 
the help that they gave him. 

Chandra has represented Kar 
nataka in 76 Ranji trophy match^ 
c$ and has captured wfckots. 

He has played 24 Duleep trophy 
matches for 79 wickets, eight 
Irani trophy matches and 58 Tests 
tor 242 wickets. While he is the 
highest wicket-taker in the RanR 
series and Irani trophy matdu^ 
Chandra is next only to Bed! in 
Tests. 

Cricket fans will miss him 
for sure as he retires to his first 
love—music of Saigal and Mukesh. 

Is it not a sad music for Indian 
cricket. 


Haryana batted extremely well 
against left-arm spinner Vijaykrishna 
and Chandrasekhar. Rajiv Anancl 
(^), Rajinder Amarnath (62), the 
youngest of the three brothers and 
Ashok Malhotra (55), contributed 
richly to their side’s score. But once 
they departed, the rest of the bats¬ 


men caved in, with Chandrashekar 
claiming three wickets for seven runs 
in five overs. But by close of play, 
Haryana had given enough indica¬ 
tions that they were going to fight 
all the way. Despite conceding a 
lead of 88 runs, Haryana did well to 
capture two wickets by close of play. 


Jayaprakash sv^ceps l\ajind(*r Gorl 



It was a woeful display by the 
reputed Karnataka batsmen on the 
third day. Despite the fact that the 
pitch was as dead as a dodo, they 
played carelessly and allowed them¬ 
selves to be dismissed for a poor 
score just 50 minutes after lunch. 
Patel once again played a determin¬ 
ed role to enable Karnataka stretch 
^ their lead to 255. 

:u Having almost all the time in the 
world to score 256 runs to wn, the 
^ Haryana batsmen played with their 
heads down and slowly but surely 
o earned the victory. They lost two 
quick wickets on the third day, but 
Ashok Malhotra and Rajiv Anand, 
who added 147 runs for the third 
wicket, defied the Karnataka attack 
with grace and might. By the time 
Malhotra made his exit after scoring 
79, Haryana were well within readi 
of their target. Even the return off 
Chadda to the dressing room—to a 
brilliant catch by Binny—did not 
dampen their spirits and Kapil Dev 
came in and smote the winning 
stroke to help Haryana record one 
of their greatest victories, the result 
of dedicati<)p and bard work. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT. Bangalore 

























MAHAftASHTKA 


Maha¬ 
rashtra 
make it 


•THE SAWAI MAN SINGH STADI- 
‘ ““ wicket, the venue of the 
Mnji trophy quarter-final between 
MaharMhtra and Rajasthan, was a 
farre. On a bald wicket, which is 
perhaps the slowest turner, Maha- 
rashtra coasted to a first innings lead 
L assured themselves 

a berth in the semi-final by mid-after¬ 
noon on the third day of the four- 
day match. 


Rajasthan, who have in the past 
oursed themselves on borrowed pro¬ 
fessionals, are under transformation 
and more and more sons of the soils 
are getting ^ortunities to assist 
State. Tne eleven which met 
Maharashtra at Jaipur was one of 
tbe youngest teams that ever took 
the filed for the home team. Kajas- 
than, who under a new skipper In 
former Test player Parthasarathy 
dharma retained the Mewar trophy, 
symbol 6f supremacy in the Central 
Zone, pushing the champions Uttar 
Pradesh to the secQpd spot, were 
without the services of two seasoned 
players, Sunil Benjamin and Kailash 
Gattani, who are based in Bombay. 
While Benjamin did not get leave, 
Gattani Is reported to be suffering 
from back trouble. The Rajasthan 
attack suffered In the absence of 
medium-pacer Gattani and its batting 
lacked depth in the absence of 
Benjamin. 

When Maharashtra batted, the 
Rajasthan fielding — both in the out¬ 
field and close to the wicket—left a 
lot to be desired. Rajasthan did nof 
accept the catches that came their 
way and thus allowed Maharashtra 
to score 352. Raju Bhalekar, the 
Maharashtra skipper, made the most 
of bis two lives at 6 and 53 to notch 
up, his fourth century in Ranji 
trophy. 

A teenager, Sanjay Vyas, was the 
pick of the Rajasthan attack. Vyas. 
who studies commerce, bowls off-spin. 
What's more. Vyas made his Ranji 
debut in the match. Though initially 
he was awed by the situation, Vyas 
settled down in his length to worry 
all the Maharashtra batsmen. He had 
the mortification of seeing Bhalekar 
and Saldanha dropped by Pramod 
Arya. 

The Maharashtra captain, RaJu 
Bhalekar. started off rather shakily. 
But after those two lives, he stayed 
to hold the innings together with a 
subdued and patient knock of 101. 



KuUfjeep Mathur of Rajasthan is Ibw tfi] lahvarkar 


Skipper Sharma waged a lone batt¬ 
le for Rajasthan and, in his effort 
to surpass Maharashtra’s first inn¬ 
ings score of 352 scored a chanceless 
century which was a combination of 
patience and attack. Sharma was 



Raju Bhalekar sweeps 


well supported by opener Kuldeep 
Mathur who, after giving three chan¬ 
ces batted with grit and determina¬ 
tion to score After his exit, 
Sharma ran out ot partners. 

Maharashtra’s skipper Bhalekar, 
who IS himself a spinner, tactfully 
handled his bowlers The remaining 
Rajasthan batsmen, except for Shar- 
md, were not technically equipped to 
play flight and were repeatedly 
frustrated by left-arm spinner Nitin 
Khamwale. Khaniwale was supported 
well from the other end by Hemant 
Talwalkar who, under instructions 
from skipper Bhalekar, switched to 
spin from medium pace. In between, 
Rdmesh Borde, a right arm spinner 
of considerable merit, troubled and 
damaged the Rajasthan batting line¬ 
up. Knaniwale was the most success¬ 
ful of all, bagging five wickets for 66. 


In fact Rajasthan feared most 
from Pandurang Salgaokar, the bur¬ 
ly medium-pacer. But Salgaokar, in 
an effort to conserve himself, reduc¬ 
ed his run up on a dull wicket. How¬ 
ever, he failed to impress. Kuldip 
Mathur and Sbaima. who were invol 
ved in a 125'ruii partnership for the 
third wicket, gave hope for Rajasth¬ 
an surpassing Maharashtra's score. 
But once Talwalkar trapped Mathur 
leg before, Rajasthan’s hopes ended. 


29 






Parthasarathi/ Sharma hits a sixer 


The empty stands of the S. M. S. 
Stadium saw Sharma completing his 
century—a well-dcscrvcd one. 

He punished Talwalkar’s armors 
ruthlessly. He thumped 15 runs off 
him in one over, with a majestic six 
over long leg. Skipper Sharma, who 
had a share of 120 runs in his team’s 
score of 239 said his team “had good 
potential, but the boys lacked appli- 
cations.“ Sharma said: “We bowled 
a shade less than what Maharashtra 
did, although they had more variety 
in them. But our fielding lapses cost 
us the match. The catches which 
were dropped were perhaps the easi- 
est which were offered.” 

Once Maharashtra took the first 
innings lead, the remainder of the 
match was only of academic interest, 
JU which Maharashtra’s young Milind 
Gunjal hit a century after getting 
four lives. The rest of the match was 
used by Maharashtra for batting and 
bowling practice. 

^^PRAKASH BHANDARI, Jaipur 


BIHAR VS BOMBAY 

Bombay 

through 

I r LOOKED LIKIC A HARD DAY 
ahead for the visitors on a 
blown-looking easvpaced wicket 
when (jdvaskar called wronglv. When 
Bombay t(M)k the tiekl in front of a 
lull house at th<! Keenan Studiiun in 
Jamshevlpui, on(> was sui prised to 
see Kulkariii r<*plare Judeia A now 
(it Sandip Batil joined debutant Ravi 
^ Sha.stri in the eleven 11 took one 
some time to gc't used to the sight 
ot thi.s Bombay 'iide without the 
ebullient Ashok MaiiUad who had 
Mich a lot to do with Ihoii cricket 
over the last deciule. 

Bihar tailed to consolidate after 
being given a sound star! by Subroto 
Das and Victor Joseph Jodh Singh 
and Robin Mukheriec never Jcwjked 
like staying. Gavaskar set a simple 
tiap aiui biith of them were caught 
hooking, without at all knowing how 
to e\i‘(Ute the shot Saxena depar¬ 
ted, biillidiitlv caught by a diving 
Zaiapkai .it gully (iavaskar waited 
patiently and wickets lell at regular 
inter\viLs a.s all the Bihar batsmen 
cvceiit Hail Gklwani. got out to in 
discreet shots after getting a good 
look in. They folded up for 190. 
Ghavri, understandably looking tired, 
w'a.s content to bowl short Kulkarni 
was way off the maik with the new 
ball though his direction improved 
when brought back lor another spell. 
.Sum Naik as the third seauier was 
the most impressive of the new ball 
bowlers. 

Ravi Shastri, a lad of 17, made a 
line debut and finished with impres¬ 
sive liguies of 3 for 17 off IB overs. 


He has a iovely 

which enables him to mak^ good txse 
of his height. Gavaskiar nursed him 
udmirablv. He switched Shastri's 
bowling end at th© right lime and 
the youngster eagerly grabbed the 
opportiinity to wrap up the. innings. * 

Subroto Das showed excellent po- 
tcnliai as an opener. He has tho 
temperament and toe technique re¬ 
el uireo lor tnc job. His courage in 
.standing up to last bowling is a qug* 
lily not seen in many on the domed- 
tic same. His solid 77 against Bom¬ 
bay ai Wankhede last year was fol¬ 
lowed by bb. not out against tne Aus- 
.sies and another impmssive innings 
«igainst the Pakistanis tor the East 
Zone team. 


Bombay op<med coinfortably with 
Hie Parker brothers putting on 44 
lor the iirst wicket. Biiiur missed 
K.ipil Da.s and Ashish Sinha in the 
uttack, botn .side-lined by injuries 
belore the match. The postion was 
tmthei consolidated by Vengsarkar 
and ZuHikai Parkar bid ore the latter 
lost his leg stump to Shekhar Sinha 
lor (iU winch included some hand¬ 
some hook.s. Sandip Patil got straight¬ 
away into hi.s stride, hitting some 
iiMjc.stic drives. But he lould not 
st‘em to resist chant fiom the 

gallcii(‘s tor a six and tried some 
sliots which were not there. He was 
evi ntiiallv out to a brilliant caught 
and howled hv Bhalla for 50, which 
included six lours and a six. Gava.s- 
kar eiilero^i, taking his own tim^ to 
reach the wicket. The customai'v ‘on 
the bpot running’ drill before the 
start ol every Gavaskar innings was 
missing. It was a fore-runner to his 
innmg.s. Ihe situation demanded 
nolhiiif) irom him and after sticking 
around lor a while, he departo<i tak¬ 
ing a cross batted heave at Bhalla. 


ouiiiudY.s ‘ 10 / was buiJt around a 
f|nm V^engsarkar made 
off 308 balls with the aid ot 19 fours. 
He was. however, let off at 4Q and 





subsetiiiently away with two al&i 
ring! umpiHna decisions at 59 and 73. 
The total was Riven a boost by a 
pai’tnership of 83 for the 9th wicket 
between him and KuUcarni. From the 
slap'baiiR hitter of sixe^ Ven/Efsarkar 
lias come a lonR way. He has learned 
to build and pacx! an innings. He has 
also developed into an excellent run¬ 
ner between the wickets. His innings 
was remarkable for the absence of 
shots behind the wicket. 

Bihar conwdod too • many easy 
I iins in Ihe field. I^eft-arm spinner 
Bhalln. inlroduced siirprisinglv late 
into the attack, was the pick of the 
bowlers. lie kept the Bombay bats¬ 
men on the leash with clever varia¬ 
tion of light and spin. Venkatram 
also toiled manfuHv and was iinlucky 
with dropped catches and umpiring 
decisions. Zulfiknr Parkar. Vengsiar- 
kar and Sandip Patil made the most 
of the' erroneous judgement of the 
men in charge. 

t'adng a lead ot 247, Bihar started 
the reply with another good start of 
40 betorc Has lost his off stump to a 
shooter from Kulkiarni. It was soon 
92 tor 3 when Joseph was surpri¬ 
singly ruled out, caught at the wit^ 
ket otf a ball which seemed to have 
gone oft the pads. Gidwani, droppi'd 
earlier ol a snick off <)havri. got 
stuck into the Bombay atlark, putt¬ 
ing, on 116 tor the fourth wicket he- 
loie Mukherp^ snicked Shivalkar 



I lari Gidwani flicks' to the leq on 
way to his hundred 



SuhvQto Das howled hy Ravi Kulkarni f(;ir 11 in the second hminffi 


into the 'keeper’s hands. Gidwani; 
dropped at 78 by Sh>ivalkar of hfe 
own bowling, was gathcriiig momen¬ 
tum. He reached his century off 201 
balls with 17 fours. Gidwani must 
have carruHt the unpleasant memo- 
lies of his last encounter with Ghav- 
vi at Wankhede when he was struck 
on the head off a bouncer. He started 
here tentatively against the short 
pitched deliveries of Ghavri. But 
after thi^ initial pt;riod of explora¬ 
tion, lie wa.s like a man possessed. 
Drives flowed tnnn his bat. At the 
other end Saxena nixiring bis 5,000 
imi.s in Ranji Trophy also got into 
his strkfe. Together, they mauled the 
Rombav attack to pul on 164 runs 
lor the fifth wicket. 

Boiiibav’s bowling wares looked 
thiu. /.arapkar was up and down. 
Much as Stiivalkar stuck to his 
length, the zip which had madf^ him 
suLh a feared bowler, was inissing. 
He concedcsd too many runs through 
mid-wickci. The scainers didn't lind 
anything to encourage them in the 
wicket Sandip Palil with his leg- 
cutters and Suni Naik who can also 
i> .wl wrLst spinners were, surpri¬ 
singly. not caikHt on to bowl during 
tlu* long Saxc-na4jidwani partner¬ 
ship. Young Shastri was the only one 
to make an iiiipixnssion. One may 
hcai more of this lad in the comiag 
sca.sons by when one hopes he would 
have added more guile and suste- 
nan(:<> to hi.s natural ability. Bombay’s 
li(‘iding faltered under the onslaught 
ot Saxena ami Gidwani's stroke play, 
/ulfikar Parkar who is being talked 
ott a.s India’s future ‘kiM^per let off 
both ot them on jiiore than one occa¬ 
sion. Bihar declared at 425 for 7 after 
tea on the last day. In the remaining 
minutes there w;is more frolic than 
serious play. 

In rotro-specl. Bihar could have 
made a match of it had they limited 
Bombay’s lead, sidling them a target 
to cha.se In the second knock, 'rhough 
well M rved by the experienced Sa¬ 
xena, (ddwani and outstanding young- 
sti‘rs like D*is, Bhialla and Venkat- 
ram, they obviously lacked the com¬ 
petitive which may have been 

blunted because of the long lav-off 
from cricket between their last Ranji 
rrophv leagues matcii against Bengal 
in January till this game ggiainst 
Bombay. Bombay won on the first 
inning^s lead mainly because of better 
out cricket, sensible captaincy bv 
Gavaskar and. of course, that out¬ 
standing innings from Vengsarkar. 
However, this Bombay side, cram¬ 
med as it is with, all-rounders of 
mediroiv ability will surprise many 
it they win the Ranji ‘lYophy. They 
will certainlv miss Ashok Mankad. 
who. though, unwillingly free from 
rest calls had drilled the Bombay 
team into a line side over the Years. 
Gavaskar, who showed the same flair 
which he did bv moulding a limited 
bunch into an excellent Indian team 
holds the key. provided he has the 
time and the heart for it* 

DALJIT SINGH. Jamshedpur 

Pix • A. B. NANDI 




BENGAL VS DELHI stump an^ cairUi {a sharply. Widket* 

keeper Sambaran Banerjee took a 
■■ ■ ■ catch to his kft 

^SSMJT Ok 

mg0^Smm 11 crease, the runs started*flowing casi- 

ly A film driver of the ball, Arun 
Lai. who works in Calcutta but plays 
■■■ bis cricket for the capital, showed 

** * *bat he has enough talent to get to 

■ M the highest level of cricket. Open- 

ing his onslaught w'th a cover drive 
^bc fence off Burman, the short 
stockily built batsman never allowed 
<<RAD BAITING IN THE FIRST Ihe bowlers to dictate terms in his 

iJinnmgs let us down ■ said Ben 208 minute stay at the wcket for 78 

gal skipper Raju Muklicrjee dtter his "f associated with two 

team lost the R iiij. quu! t i final at 

the Eden Gardens to Delhi by 66 runs ‘ jl® .nd 

“Oui batsmen had piled up rcspccta 

ble scores m the earlier matches Amirn'ith*^Thp”"vniin'«Ai5' Amainath 

But in this irutial lie most of them Amarnath The youn^r Amarnath 

threw their wickt ts in an uncharac collected o9 runs in his own style 

terlstic manner Oui boys bowled «noent!;aV"K 

well, and exorpt foi one dropped ***** twos 

catch by Pranab Nandv, we also At that stage, when it appeared 

nelded well But our batting only that the champions were set for a 

clicked in the «:cond innings If we tall first innings score, Baiun Bur- 

could have played our second knock man suddenly found a fiery line 

in the first, tho outcome of the Just one over before the tea inter 

match could have been different Of val the tall, well built Bengal quickie 
ejmrse, we lost the match to a better up-rooted Arun Lai’s middle stump 

with a faster delivery. Then, after 
_ , the break, he sent Mohinder back 

Delhi, the holders were firm to the pavilion with a beauty that 
favourites in this four day tic which pitched outside the off stump and cut 
they won by showing better pertorm back sharply to take the middle- 
ances m all the dcgcirtmenls of the stump. But most memorable was 
game Bishan Bidi their skipper the dismissal of Surmder Amarnath, 
rightly decided to bat after winnirig whose leg-stump was broken m two 
the toss on a witk^^t which initiallv by Burman This was also a perso- 
lookcd bald but maintained an even ^al triumph for Burman, who was not 
bounce thioughout the game How among the wickets in the earlier 
cyei the champions started shakily, matches and had just survived a 
losing their It si sin Chelan (hau move to replace him by Pradip 

h^an with the scort reading only 12 Neogy in the match against Hydera- 
rhauhan (8) afU r surviving two dose bad. 

Culls off Banin Burman oflcrcd a 

defensive bat to i Subroio Porel Subroto Porel, at the other end, 
delivery that pitched outside the oft was also bowling tightly He dis^ 

Wicket keeper Sambaran Banerjee dtve^ to hts left to take a one-handed 
(atek to dismiss Chetan Chauhan off Subroto Porel 









\Arun Lai drives during hiA attractive 
knock of 78 

missed Madanlal 12 minutes before 
the close of play and Delhi, from 174 
for two, were 239 for six—and Ben¬ 
gal were very much back in the 
game. 

Ibe home team’s dream of res¬ 
tricting the visitors to a below 300 
score was shattered by Kirti Azad 
The tall, hard hitting Delhi batsman 
scored a quick 60 (including a huge 
SIX off Burman) on the second morn¬ 
ing and, in the piocess, took his 
side’s total to a respectable 337. The 
Delhi score could have been 
higher had not Aloke Bhattacharya 
been so alert on the field First 
he threw m from point to wicket¬ 
keeper Banerjee who whipped off 
the bails and dismissed Surinder 
Khanna. Then he hit the non- 
striker’s stumps directly from cover 
to send Rakesh Shukia back 
to the pavilion Aloke’s third *widcet’ 
was Bedi's, whom he ran out with a 
direct throw from mid<»1f. Great 
fielding. 

R ANJI’ matches THESE DAYS 
are mostly decided on the first 
innings lead. And 337, on a good 
wicket, was not a tall score to 
chase. What the Bengal batsmen 
required was to show proper apph- 
cation. Instead, they batted irrespon¬ 
sibly against some tight bowling and 
in the process lost wickets at regu¬ 
lar intervals. Probal Ghosh (2) snick¬ 
ed Valson to the third slip Madan¬ 
lal; Pranab Nandy (6) unnecessarily 
chased Madanlal to be caught brill¬ 
iantly by the wicket-keeper Khanna; 
Palash Nandi (13) was dismissgd by 



a gem of a de^ry frem Va)sodt 
Micbael Dalvi (19) was bowled by 
Madanlal while stepping out to drive 
without keeping his head down; Uday 
bhanu Banerjee (1) offered a straight 
catch to slips; Sambaran Banerjee (8) 
hung his bat to an outgoing delivery 
and Aloke Bhattacharya (1) played 
over the line. 

The only man who defied the Delhi 
bowlers was skipper Raju Mukherjee. 
who stood his ground to score an 
impressive 37 and in the process, 
completed his 1,500 runs in Ranji 
Trophy matches. Raju could have 
scored more, but he was given out 
to a controversial decision. The ball 
form the left-hander Valson kept low 
to hit his left pad. It appeared 
from the Press Box that the bait 
was missing the leg stump. Raju was 
also unhappy %vith the decision. *T 
think it pitched on the leg-stump and 
was moving away to the leg,” he 
later said. So long Raju Mukherjee 
and Barun Burman were at the 
crease there was some hope of Ben¬ 
gal making a match of it. But then 
Burman was unnecessarily run out at 
107. Test star Dilip Doshi scored 19 
runs to take the Bengal score to 128. 
The home team, of course^ were 
lucky to avoid the follow on by get¬ 
ting another 28 runs for a slow-over 
rate by Delhi. 

-While blaming Bengal for their 
dismal batting, one should also 


I praise Delhi for tiieir tight bowling, 
the most impressive of whom was 
young Sunil Valson. A bowler of the 
same pace as Kapil Dov, the 22 
year-old left-hander moved the ball 
both ways. He was a trifle erratic 
at the beginning. In fact, he started 
hjs bowling with a ‘wide\ but soon 
settled to a line to give the batsmen 
u j trouble. He has the left 
hander s natural diagonal delivei’y. 
But the most dangerous ball is the 
one which goes diagonally and then 
moves in <lo a right-handed bats¬ 
man)—sharp and late. This delivery 
got Iho wicket of Palash Nandy. He 
bagged five wickets in the first 
innings (two more in the. second) to 
give stake a strong claim for 
India s next tour to Australia. 

And, of course, there was Madanlal, 
always bowling to an accurate 

length and line, and finishing 

with six wickets in the match. 

The match was almost over by the 
second afternoon. The only interest 
that remained was whether Delhi 
would register an outright win or not. 
They Scored 239 for seven before 
declaring their innings closed with a 
lead of 420 runs. Arun Lai once 
again was the hero of his side', 
making another impressive (50, fol- 
low'cd by Surinder Amarnath (41) 
and Madanlal (31 not out). Subroto 
Porel bowled lion-heartedly to take 
three wickets for 48 runs. Burman 
also bagged three wickets. 
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Hajii Mukherjee — captam*$ knock 


To score 421 runs in nearly five 
hours and 20 mandatory overs was 
almost an impossible task for Ben¬ 
gal. It looked more difficult when 
they lost both their openers, Prubal 
Ghosli and Palash Nandy, for just 
three runs on the board. Bui then 
tame some fighting performances. 
Dalvi scored 32 and Pranab Nandy 
an impressive 45. Skipper Raju 
Mukherjee made 79, showing the 
same application and responsibility 
as ill the first innings. Udaybhanu 
Banerje<‘’s 48 was worthy of his 
talent. He deserved at least a half- 
century. 

T!ie match was petering out to a 
tame draw when it suddenly came 
ahv'c during the mandatory 
ovtM's. Barun Burman, who joined 
Dilip Doshi, was in an attacking 
mood right from the word go. He 
hit three sixes (including two in one 
over off Shiikla) and one four in his 
30 miniile innings of 41. He and 
Doshi added 83 runs in the first nine 
compulsory overs and had not Bur- 
man been unfortunately run out, a 
greater onslaught might have been 
witnessed. Burman was the eighth 
man to go at 324, followed soon bv 
Aloke Bhattacharya. Dilip Doshi, 
along with last man vSiibrolo Porel, 
eontinued the battle for survival for a 
fi*w overs more before* Kirti A/ad 
bowled the left-arm spinnf*r with only 
17 bails remaining. Doshi made 44. He 
is now ti more dependable batsman 
than wb.it lie was a year ago. 
Perhaps BengaTs spirited attempt to 
snatch the match started a bit loo 
late. 

MOK DASGUPTA. Calcutta 
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JUNIOR NATIONAL BOXING 

Officials 

trade 

punches 


'THOUGH THE WARRING OFFI- 
* dais did everything to sully the 
good name of boxing, the disdplined 
pqgilists took the beating with a 
smile to save the 12th National 
Junior Boxing Championships from 
being left with a battered face. 

Under the strain of competition 
and somewhat high expectations of 
the public, the partidpants behaved 
in an exemplary fashion. Not on^ 
did they dishonour the referees* 
judgement, and accepted with great 
sportsmanship, dedsions which ap¬ 
peared to be partisan or onesided. 

Certainly, the amateurs exhibited 
great professional acumen in keeping 
at bay the official ‘uppercuts* had 
they not pummelled without protest, 
the championships, held at Yamuna- 
nagar, Haryana’s industrial hub, 
would have well ended in a fiasco. 

While the participants boxed in¬ 
side the ring, the Indian Amateur 
Boxing Federation offldals, and 
those belonging to the federation’s 
Haryana chapter, let of a fusillade of 
‘punches’ to insult each other. Their 
petty behaviour, coupled with mis¬ 
management and several controver¬ 
sial decisions, left a bitter taste in 
the mouth of those who cherish box¬ 
ing. The continuous 'hitting below 
the belt* by the two sides gave the 
sport a brutal and sadistic look. 

Apart from whispering scandals in 
the newsmen’s ears, the offldals in 
charge of the 16 participating teams, 
comprising 74 boxers, preferred to 
keep shut Despite genuine com¬ 
plaints and grievances, nobody lodg¬ 
ed a formal protest with the jury. 

The maximum they did was to sav; 
“They are playing havoc with our 
boxers who train so hard before 
coming for such meets.’’ But before 
making the remark, the State offi¬ 
cials made sure that none of the 
lABF men were around. 


Apparently encouraged by the 
spineless attitude of the team 
coaches and managets, the ring offi¬ 
cials stopped several fights in baste 
and also allowed ‘unquaufiecT persons 
to supervise the bouts. 
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Much against the rules, two offi¬ 
cials, one trom the Services and the 
other from Gujarat, who took the 
‘referees and judges’ written test 
conducted by the lABF ‘Ring Com¬ 
mission’ on March 8, were seen 


supervising the bouts right from the 
start of the championships on 
March 6. (The lABF Ring Commfs-. 
Sion conducts the test twice a year 
during the junior and senior 
Nationals. This time the test was 
conducted at Yamunanagdr). 

Sensing th%l things were turning 
from bad to worse, a lew team 
coaches and managers approached 
newsmen. “They have deputed un¬ 
qualified persons to function as re¬ 
ferees and judges”, a coach from 
Haryana said. Immediately alter this 
remark, a few more came with simi¬ 
lar complaints but I'eiused to lodge 
a written protest. “My understudy’s 
career is at stake,” said one. 

Asked to explain, the jury mem¬ 
bers came out with vague answers. 
“It is nothing new. We aix* giving 
them a practical examination which 
forms a pari of the test”, said G. T. 
Murthy, a juiy member from Andhra 
Pradesh. 

When newsmen demanded the rule 
book to clarify the doubts, a ring 
official, who was accused by several 
of being drunk during the bouts, 
snapped: “It costs ten bucks and is 
not available.” 


Investigations by newsmen reveal¬ 
ed that four persons had appeared 
for the written test on March 8 and 
only two of them were allowed to 
function as judges and referees. The 
others, however, sat out and comple¬ 
ted their practical examination. 

Though it could not be confirmed, 
an official from Assam alleged that 
the test was conducted by just one 
member of the King Commission 
while, unuer the rules, at least three 
members were required to conduct 
the test. 


T he SHOWDOWN between the 
organisers and the lABF repre¬ 
sentatives took place when newsmeri 
asked for the rules and pointed out 
a few mistakes in the semi-finals line 
up. “How can 1 give the draw to 
newsmen when I myself have not re¬ 
ceived it from the ring officials?” 
shouted the organising secretary of 
the championships. “You never came 
to us for It,” countered a ring official. 
Look at their arrangements. We 
don’t even have a typist to help us 
type out the draws and other things,” 
he told newsmen. Another rjng offi¬ 
cial said: “You come and see where 
we are staying. The bloody place 
looks like a whorehouse and the 
toilets are overflowing,” 


Lack of suitable staying arrange¬ 
ments and diet facilities, however, 
did not affect the pugilists' behaviour 
in the ring. Though the champion¬ 
ships remained bereft of any sdntil- 
latfng performance, they did bring 
to light a couple of “raw gems” in 
the shape of Haryana’s Jadfish 
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Chander, Bengal’s Deva tamadg, 
Chandigarh’s Labh Singh and Ser¬ 
vices flyweight Nithianandan uud M. 
Xavier. 

The Sei^vioes boxers, who due 
being coached by Chander Narayana, 
the Asian gold medallist in flyweight 
and Subranianiam, the former fea¬ 
therweight national champion, were 
definitely better than the other 
participants in the championships. 
However, they i^slicd more on power¬ 
boxing than on science. With the 
exception of Nithianandan and 
Xavier, others from the Services 
downed their., opponents with sheer 
power and no strategy. 

Nithianandan, who patticipated in 
the championships tor the first time, 
won the “best boxer” award. His 
footwork and solid defence aided by 
his ability to “lead” and “counter” 
are sure to make him win more 
acclaim. Likewise. Xavier, a pugna¬ 
cious boxer with a killer instinct, is 
well on his way to become a force 
to reckon with. 

A very important factor which 
came to light during the champion¬ 
ships was that the civilian boxers 
suffered from a “fear psychosio” 
while facing a Serviosman. Till they 
get rid of this psychological draw¬ 
back, the civilians would keep on 
losing to the Services. 

However, the boxers who had no 
Inhibitions while facing Services 
pugilists were Haryana’s welter¬ 
weight Jagdish and Bengal’s fly¬ 
weight Tamang. Though Jagdish 
defeated Services’ Satnam Singh to 
win the title, he failed to maintain 
the tempo till the third round. It is 
very essential for this bearded 18- 
year-old to get nd of nis languid 
footwork and limited stamina. 

Deva, on the other hand, needs to 
put a little power behind his 
punches. His flutfy straight left might 
not help him for long. The 16-year- 
old son of a taxi driver, however, 
looks exceptionally graceful in the 
ring. He also banks more on science 
and has a good knowledge of the 
court-craft. 

Even George Zeller, the Canadian 
coach responsible tor India’s good 
showing in 'he Asian boxing at Bom¬ 
bay, was all praise for Jagdish and 
Deva. “They are dedicated boxers 
with lots of talent,” he said. 

Zeller said he was impressed by 
Jagdish’s dedication and seriousness 
with which he took his training dur¬ 
ing the Anal camp for the Asian 
boxing. 

Thus, in brief, it was the solid de** 
fence put up by the boxers which 
saved the championships from being 
totally marred by the official bungl- 
Ings. In the end there were Just a 
few bruishes and no scars. 


VINOD SHARMA, Yamundfiagar 



INDIAN OPEN GOLF 

Kurt Cox 
'comes 
of age' 

SUBHASH SARCAR 

PIX : NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 

I T IS CRYSl'AL-CLEAU THAT Lu¬ 
crative prize money automatica¬ 
lly draws a better foreign field. 
Therefore, the time has come when 
one should give a serious thought to 
the the country’s most glamorous 
golf event—the Indian Open. What 
anybody would have noticed in the 
renent championship played over the 
Old Course of the Royal Calcutta 
Golf Club (March 13 to IG) was that 
except for a few old guards and some 
good players, the rest were almost 
non-entitios. Why ? Obviously it’s the 
money. There is no denying that the 
TTC is helping Indian golf in a big 
way, being the co-sponsors but othe* 
commercial Arms, as many well-wish¬ 
ers of this leg rightly Ih nk, should 
come forward in enhancing the stak¬ 
es for a reasonably Getter field, other¬ 


wise the Indian Open, is going to die 
a sad death. 

Texas-born Kurt Cox, the 1980 
Indian Open champion, felt that the 
money should bi^. raised : *T think 
vou should increase the prize money 
(Cox got $ 6,600) and only then you 
will get better names. At the same 
time, you should reduce the tax. It’s 
rather high,” said Cox after his 
first-ever major triumph after a Ihrce- 
year stint in the Asian Circuit. The 
31-year-old bach«*Ior, who beat the 
veteran Burmese pro My a Aye and 
Taiwanese Liao Kuo Chih by four 
strokes for a four-round aggregate 
of 286, said: *T feel great This is the 
first big win in my life. I joined the 
Circuit in 1978. I was waiting for this 
break. The only other times I came 
near victory were in the Italian Open 
in 1978 and *79. On both occasions, I 
came third.” The Texan, who earned 
nearly $ 30,000 and finished 10th in 
the Circuit’s order of merit last year, 
has leapt the second spot after 
leader Lu Hsi Chuen of Taiwan in 
this year's order of merit till this leg. 
Lu, tne winner of the Philippines and 
the Hongkong Opens, has the tem¬ 
perament to fight back, but he was 
unfortunate to have skidded down to 
the sixth spot after trailing behind 
Kurt Cox by five strokes. His putting 
had been disastrous. However, it was 
his compatroit Liao Kuo Chih who 
took the holiday crowd by surprise 
with d splendid light-back with a bril¬ 
liant 5-und*T pur 68 to ahare the 




Cox gais c, free drop on thg drd 

when his ball landed tn a rat hole ' 


second spot with Mva Aye, The itn* 
heralded Liao was languishing with 
a three over and 11 snots behind 
Cox. 

On the other hand^ tho Burmese 
star made a fine recovery when he 
set the course ablaze with a fantas¬ 
tic 69 in the third round after return¬ 
ing over par cards in the first two. 
His first round card could have been 
a sub-par had he not done an eight 
on the third hole. Mya Aye’s 69 help¬ 
ed him to be seven shots behind 
Cox. 

Kurt Cox’s first three s^b-par 
rounds indicated that his chances for 
the title were bright. His sub par 
card of 72 in the first round was a 
shot behind the three leaders, Roht- 
as of Delhi, Ho Ming Chung of Tai¬ 
wan and Sam Torrence of the USA, 
but his 68* in the second, which gave 
him the lead was a shot in the arm. 
His countryman Sam Torranoc 
withdrew without completing the 
second on grounds of fidispositipm 
It appeared as if Sam sensed that he 
would not be able to cope up after 







playing four over in the first nine. 

Anyway, another American. Payne 
Stewart, returned a similar card as 
Cox’s in the second to trail behind 
the leader by two strokes. But 
Stewart had two bad rounds to uiti- 
^tely finish 13tti, while Ho Ming 
Cnung, who was seven strokes be- 
liind Cox' after the third round, was 
luitc consistent but — under pressu* 
re playing along with evergreen Pet- 
?r Thomson and Lu—finished fourth 
«n the final tally with 292. 

What was, however, the surprise 
of the championship was that the de- | 
fending champion, Bangalore-born ' 

American Gaylord Burrows failed to 
survive the cut after 36 holes. With 
a very depressed look on his face, 

Burrows said ; “This has never happ¬ 
ened to me since 1 became a pro 
seven years ago. I had always been 
quite high up in the list. 1 just don’t 
understand what went wrong. Pve got 
to find out before 1 play in the next 
leg whether it had boon my hooks or 
my head. The course has nothing to 
do with my shortcomings. It’s superb. 

In fact, the best in the Circuit.” 

Cox continued to maintain the lead 
when he brought in a score of 71 in 
the third' to lake a convincing five 
strokes lead over Lu and seven over 
foui; others, Ho Mfiig Chung, Tsao 
Chien Teng. Peter Thomson and Mya 
Aye. This was a boost for him and it 
was clear that he had a definite edge 
over the rest, but the pressure was 
certainly on him. The final tussle saw 
Lu, Ho Ming and Peter Thomson in 
one draw and Cox. Mya Aye and Lu Hsi 

Pet&r Thomson cominq out of the 9lh rough 
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Lu Hsi Cheun on the 8tk nullah 
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Teng in the other. Lu began with a 
three under, Peter and Ho one under 
each, while Cox was eight under. Mya 
Aye two under and Teng one under. 

Lu seemed weighed down by ten¬ 
sion and nothing seemed to go right 
with him. His starting was good but 
his putting was aweful because by the 
—6th, he was on par and coming out 
three over. He got a birdie on the 
11th and played two over on the 
Hth. But he exhibited his class on 
the 13th, when his ball landed into 
the tank and he used a 9 iron to hit 
the pin to be two feet short of the 
cup and then bogied it. Thomson, 
too, went out on 39 (three over) and 
played one over in the return, while 
Ho Ming played consistently going 
out on par but played one over in 
the next nine. Had his putting help¬ 
ed, he could have bettered his posi¬ 
tion. 

C OX’S START DID NOT AUGUR 
well, conceding as he did a 
stroke on the second. On the third 
be was lucky. Everyone had the 
impression that he was going to lose 



Mya Aye — Puffing away the tensioiw 

another shot when his drive shot lan¬ 
ded in the first left tank. But 
no, the ball landed in a rat hole and 
being a crevasse made by .burrowing 
by animals, he got a free drop. Since 
he could not get his stance, he was 
given another free drop. Luck was 
not with him. as his second shot lan¬ 
ded on the right of the green but a 

good chip enabled him to keep the 
seven shots lead. Mya Aye had a 
good putt on the first to be two un¬ 
der. Cox conceded another stroke on 
the 6th whidi gradually helped the 
Burmese. But the American was play¬ 
ing safe, not conceding .any .more 
shots and till the bend, both were 
able to keep the margin, while Teng 
was one over on the 7th having play¬ 
ed two over. His second landed, on- 
the bunl^r and again he putted bad¬ 
ly on the 9th. 

The return saw both Cox and the 
Burmese playing well Botli 



Mike Krantz drives out of 
well, with Cox regaining a shot on 
the 11th and Mya Aye on the 12th 
with a beautiful long putt. Mya dro¬ 
ve to the rough on the short 13th 
but made amends for a bogey. Cox 
lost a stroke on the 14th when his 
second shot went to the left of the 
green and he could not recover, 
while the Burmese's shot was awk¬ 
wardly placed near a tree, but he dis¬ 
played his class for a bogey. Teng 
still had putting trouble. He was 
sitting for a birdie, but he wasted it. 
Before finishing for « sub-par card, 
My a,Aye Tost a stroke on the I5th. 
first having driven into the tank and 
then bunkered the next shot. Howev¬ 
er, a .reasoned campaigner knows 
how to overcome adverse situations 
and in the, 17th, he retrieved the 
stroke with a wonderful birdie, while 
Cox kept his cool and this paid as he 
was able to come out of dangerous 
situations. He came out safely after 
his shot landed on the 18th pimples. 
The final putt from 15 feet came as a 
fitting finale to his major triumph 
Later, Cox admitted that he found 


Leading the field on the opening 
day, India's Rohtas Singh fell behind 
because of his high scores. Ultimate¬ 
ly, it was Om Prakash who turned 
out to be the leading Indian profes¬ 
sional. After the first two rounds of 
identical scores of 74, he brought a sub 
par card in the third and a course par 
card in the final round to give him 
the 14th place in the money list as 
well as the Lesh'e Sawhny prize of 
Rs. 1,000, for the best Indian caddie. 

Among the amateurs, the collosus 
of a golfer, veteran Billoo Sethi 
showed that he still has a lot to give. 
He led the amateur fi-eld throughout 
the 72 holes for an aggregate of 208, 
having returned a par card on the 
^st 18 holes. Junior champion RishI 
Narain has potential. He was ver> 
consistent and everyone was satisfiec 
with the performance he displayed 


\4oral support — Mrs cnarlie Gibson 
wkh her hvlsband 


Ho Ming Chung weathers the bunker storm on the 7th 



‘Tpd done Coes seems to son | 

snatching the second place from 
runner-up Alan Singh, who could on- 
show a 69 in the second round. As 
for champion Vikramjit Singh, he 
was the most inconsistent, jSnishing 
second last among the 80 who sur¬ 
vived the cut (67 pros and 13 
amateurs). Rishrs performance' 
earned him a passage to play in some 
of the Circuit’s legs, being sponsored 
by the Indian Goa Union. He lost 
to Billoo by a stroke. . j 






SportspeoplB 


Randhir, Olympic 
record-breaker 

U SING HIS OLD BROWNING 12 
bore. H. K. Randhir Singh lent 
the National Shooting Champion¬ 
ships a touch of high distinction 
when he bettered the Olympic clay 
pigeon trap shooting record with a 
score of 193/200. 

“Very happy, extremely happy 
wa.s’ the 33-year-old Randhir’s reac¬ 
tion who miade straight for home in 
Dehra Dun after his record-breaking 
shoot. 'Fhere could be no belter way 
for an Indian sportsman to cele^ 
brate hus Arjuna Award, which Ran¬ 
dhir will be receiving on March 31. 

Randhir had been in training since 
January in anticipation of the trip 
to the Asian meet at Manila, which 
Randhir had to miss for certain un¬ 
avoidable reasons. The training of 
a shooter does not riu^an only target 
practic'e. At home in Dehra Dun, 
Randhir begins the day with a jog 
and ends it with ^ vigorous) game of 
squash. “Fitness is vital”, he says, 
“whatever vouf sport”. 

Gentle and soft-spoken, Randhir 
Singh spoke modestly about his 
great Chandigarh shoot. The right 
type of ammunition is very imptirtant 
for a shooter, and now Randhir is 
assured a supply of Rottweil cartri- 
dge** imported from Germany. “Rott- 
wcil ammunition is the correct am¬ 
munition, one of the best”, said Ran¬ 
dhir. “I shot steadily all through 
at Chandig.arh for the record. Once 
I had a score of 25/25, for the re¬ 
maining seven items it was 24/25. 
So you see. I was consistently 
steady.** 

What about the conditions at Chan¬ 
digarh? “They were more or less like 
tl^e at Montreal in 1976, though 
the Montreal range was superior.** 

The only shooter to have qualified 
tor Moscow during the Chandigiarh 
championships. Randhir i.s looking 
forward t<i his training in Munich, 
West Gorinany. Ho hopes to get an 
invitation to train theiT from the 
West German Olympic Committee. 
The Punjab Sports Council will be 
footing the bill for his training in 
Gemvany. 

Randhir is not the type who arc? 
given to talking about themselves. 
He would rather talk about others. 
He paid a handsome tribute to 11- 
year-old .Soma Datta, the West Ben¬ 
gal girl who created a sensation by 
bettering four records at Chandi¬ 
garh. According to Randhir: “She 
has taken to shooting at the right 
age. Shooters are at their best in 
the mtd-30s and Soma has got 20-25 
years to develop into a top-class 
shot. Very good,” 


Randhir’s score of 193/200 bettered 
his own Asian Games gold medal 
winning feat of 188 at Bangkok in 
1978 and also the Edmonton Com- 
immwealth (iamos record of 186. 
What did he think of his chances at 
M(kscow? “FII tiy my best,*’ Randhir 
said, mode.stiv. 

Soma does it again 

A long with randhir singh 

of Punjab, there was another 
who took Chandigarh by storm during 
the recently-(X)ncluded 23rd National 
Shooting championships. She is 


Soma Dutta of West Bengal*, who 
rcAvrote as many as four national 
records. 

Not yet in her teens — she Was 
born on Christmas Day in 1068 — 
Sorrba is lndia*s youngest shooter 
ever to have competed in a NaiUon- 
als. The 1976 Nationals at Madras 
was her first, when she won the deer 
shooting silver at a lime when she 
was sick and running a temperature 
of 103°. 

This) time Soma set a record first 
in .177 air rifle target shooting 


Asfam to /oin politics 

A SIAM SHER KHAN, STAtr 
wart international full-back, 
kaa retired from hockey a bitter 
man. The bittemesf waa simmer- - 
iuff inside him for some years 
itow, but h« decided to AnalLv call 
it a day when “1 could no looaer 
bear to see the state of Indian 
hockey at the last Nationals” 
where he played for Ridjaa Air¬ 
lines, the runners-up. 

. Said Aslam: “PlayinK at Cut- 
tads, I 'felt as thouxh there was 
no administration worth the name, 
nd federation, no enthusiasm, and 
a rnd fall in the general standard 
of! the srame. I thought 1 muM 
soTve Indian hockey better nroni 
outside, not while in active hoc- 
key.” 

. .Aslam is only 27. Asked if it 
was not too early for bim to quit 
active hockey, he replied: “At 27, 
players are at their peak. But hav- 
iiiff received shabby treatment at 
tile hands of tlie authoritlea, I 
d^ded to Aslant midht 

bp too outspoken for his own 
.hood, “but I think hidiaa hodcey 
wlfl benefit by oatapokenesa*' 

'iktiam mlieht be sorb . ai the 
traatment given to him by the 
authorities but “I will ever re- 
main graceful for the love the 
public nat showered on me. It 
‘w^ only the love of tbe pabSc 
that kem me going for.so long.” 

^Askmi, who soured a orn^l 
gtwl agaiaat Malayssa in the ,1975 
Kuala Lumpnr World Cup 
.ttnlia went on to'win, tfaisks he 
. hod more... fbaa ‘ ..proved hiinaeflf 
.tlKlv.. 'i96t % ttMmot .undentthiid 




Askmt: iMty «mt 4«. tif».|h9Pd' 

Aslam, who Is the ~ 

Ahmed Sber Rban, outtide^f 
Of the Indian team," 

1952 Berlin OtympK*,' 

(o join pidiiiea, 
tiiat is how 1 can Imr 
. with the puldiic who haV 
me.” He plant..' m coat 
coming dtectioaii .Oo.tho 
Pradem .-Asteii" 

{Wtw 
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to begin shooting seriously, under 
the tutelage of Mr DLswapriya 
Chakraborty. Mr Chakraborty not 
only gave Soma tlic first lessons in 
shooting, he also got her admitted 
in the North Oalcutta Rifle Club 
where the famous Haricharan Shaw 
saw to her advancement further. 

Doesn’t it clash with her studies, 
especially when she has to devote 
three hours a day to target practice? 
“No”, smiled the Standard VII girl, 
also an expert in horse riding, swim¬ 
ming and cycling. “It hardly does. 
Of course. I have to miss a class test 
w' two when I have to go out for 
the Nationals.” Drawing and paint¬ 
ing are SUima’s bobby. And last but 
not the least. Soma k a -serious stu¬ 
dent of music. A Monun Bagan fan. 
she takes keen interest in football 
too. 

As d National championship draws 
near, Sonia has to devote a greater 
number of hours to the shooting 
range each day. After her classes at 
St. Teresa’s .School, Kidderpore. are 
over, she makes straightaway for 
her rifle club. 

At Chandigarh, Randhir himself 
was all praise for the budding talent 
and not without any reason did he 
shower his blessings on her. She has 
many more things tq achieve in the 
years to come, he believes. There¬ 
fore, very few people will be sur¬ 
prised if they are tojd that Soma is 
getting ready for a stiffest a)mpeti¬ 
tion of her life — the 1982 Asiad. 


flSU) for the below-12s with a 
score of 515 (out of 400) bettering 
her awn record of 227 .set up at the 
1979 Nationals at Coimbatore. Then 
in air rifle deer shooting for under- 
12s. she killed two birds with a stone, 
her S(x)re being 89 (out of 100). Not 
only did she break the existing re- 
cord for her age group proper 
(which was 79 and set up by herself, 
also at Coimbaitore), the score was 
good enough to topple the standing 
record for the under-lS group as 
well. 

And as if that two-in-one was not 
enough. Soma decided to show saipe 
more of her shooting skill in the 
women’s open deer shooting with a 
score of 89. What deserves special 
mention here is that in this event, 
Soma bravely pitted herself against 
as many as three competitors who 
had taken part in Asian champion¬ 
ships and did better than two of 
them. 

Second daughter of a business 
magnate. Soma developed an affec¬ 
tion for the rifle ever since Jim 
Corbett’s adventures' (as ‘rehearsed’ 
to her by mother Bela Dutta) capti- 
viated her imagination. She wanted 
to go out hunting with the weapon. 
Being too young for that* she had to 
be satisfied with just the chance of 
playing with a real rifle. That was 
at the age of five-and-a-half—when 
children of that age group are thril¬ 
led with toy guns. Soma’s interest 
in guns ted her parents to allow her 


PoUce-pubiic sports 
scheme 

X'liimn MR J. B. JOSEPH FIRST 
wV mooted the idea of a ‘police- 
public-sports scheme’^ in March 1977, 
it was received with reactions vary¬ 
ing from siniles-behind-palms to 
downright scepticism. A former in¬ 
terna lionul athlete 1400 in and 
4 < 100 m Asian Games 1954 (Manila) 
and 1958 (Tokyo) and presently vice¬ 
principal of the Police Training Coll¬ 
ege in Madras, Mr Joseph was aid¬ 
ed and abetted bv the then luspector- 
Gener^ of Police. Mr £. L. Stracey. 
lie drew up a blue-print of his 
scheme and very soon, the first 
police-public sports meet was flagged 
off. 

Mr Joseph’s is probably the most 
unique scheme to promote sports in 
this country. For one thing, it is 
the only government agency-involved 
programme for promotion of sports 
thiroughout an entire State — Tamil 
Nadu. And that too, the police force, 
which is truly remarkable. And 
the monetary involvement next to 
nothing. 

Says Joseph: “You will be sur¬ 
prise how simply the whole scheme 
is. The police statjon is our basic 
unit of operation. Our first task has 
been' to motivate our policemen, on 
the need for sports. Within the exist¬ 
ing infra-structure of playgrounds 
and other facilities, sports meets are 



J, B. Joseph: FUmeer 


orgfHii.scd. Ix't’s take a concrete 
example, that of, say, the Chingleput 
distrirt. Now. some of the schools 
have plavgrounds that could be put 
to hotter use: we tell one sub- 
inspector ill that area that he is in 
charge of .seeing this is done. 

“You will agree that practically 
no investment is required for orga¬ 
nising events like beach and cross- 
country lacy's, kabaddi, football and 
volleyball. We advise our men to 
e,et the communitv involved. Now 
take the. ca.se of this particular 
school We approach the Headmaster 
to allow us to use his football field. 
The participating teams bring their 
own balls and all we do Is help 
organise the tournament. We have 
the man-power and the facilities for 
it. At the end of the tournament 
we give away certificates under the 
aegis of the polioe-public-sports 
scheme. This is practically our only 
expense — printing of certificates. 

“We make it a point to get the 
coni mil nit V of the area involved be¬ 
cause it makes things much easier. 
f1 the commuruty gets inve^ved the 
attitudes of all concerned — teach¬ 
ers, parents and youngsters — to¬ 
wards sports are chang^. I think 
this is Ihe first baittle you have to 
fight if you want to spread sports 
culture and this is one of the princi¬ 
pal objectives of the scheme. 

“At the moment we conduct al¬ 
most 100 cam]>ctition.s throughout 
the State every month. We try to 
organise sports competitions for 
youth in slums, we’ve had swimm¬ 
ing competitions for fisherfolk chil- 
dren. And I think a large part of 
our success has been in the districts: 
open spaces are no problem there 
unlike in the city of Madras.” 

“When there is involvement from 
both the police and public, what 
better public relation^ does the 
’Bobby’ need?” 
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Matchless is 
strokes ahead of 
others and a 
winner always” 

Says Ramenathan Kiishnan the Indian 
Tennis Maestro and hit son Ramestt 
World Junior Champion agrees 

The Krishnans should know. They have 
been brought up on tennis courts 
They have tried them all But Matchless 
tennis balls are strokes ahead of others 
Made of the finest melton cloth used 
for making tennis balls for the Inter¬ 
national Tournament in the UK and 
the continent. Matchless has the 
perfect dimensional stability that 
gives a superb bounce on any kind 
of court 

Yes. the all-round opinion is that 
Matchless is unbeatable It has 
been the unquestionable choice for 
Grand Prix Davis Cup and other 
National and International Satellite 
Tournaments Try being a winner 
Play with Matchless Our other range 
of tennis balls—Praktis Googly and 
Goodshot 
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Give your pictures a professional personality 

NATI©NAL-35 


Sprinty BC camera available at 
incredibly low price 



• Smart sleek perfectly 
balanced and elegantly styled 

• High-impact ABS non- 
breakable body—the latest 
in camera technology Extra 
light Rugged Easier to 
handle 

• Greater depth of focus with 
f 2 8 high resolution lens 
Takes needle sharp pictures 

• High speed shutter with fast 
action ultra*soft release 
Automatic film loading with 
National Quick Loading 

(Q L.) system. 


• Synchronised for flash 
Enables you to take pictures 
any time anywhere 
And remember these unique 
advantages too 
Colour corrected and coated 
lens Rapid programmed , 
single ring operation 
Aperture-speed combinations 
Weather symbols for 
exposure setting Built-in 
exposure meter Bright-line 
finder Rapid winding lever 
Depth of field indicator 
Automatic exposure counter 

Contact your nearest dealer 
for demonstration 


Manufactured with West German collaboration by 

<@> NATIONAL INSTRUMENTS LIMITED 

(A Oovt. of India Cntarpriaa) Jadavpora. Caloutta 700 032 
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NAn®NAL-35 Sprinty BC 

Professional Perfection for Amateurs 


Our Sa/ea Off/c$ at WeMrn R$glon : 

K Pankh'a House. 47. P. Domallo Road 
Bombav-400009. Phone: 326221 Grama ANTRA" 


Our Authorls 0 d 
Zonol Piitributors 



EASTERN REGION 
M/s CAPITAL PHOTO 
SERVICES PVT ltd 
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Calcuita 700013 


NORTHERN RSQION SOUTHERN REGION 

M/t A R. OATT b SONS Mia ORWO FILMS 

2-B AlipurRoad. EASTERN UNIT 

Oalhi 110064 Rail StHWing 
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Crossword 


j 


Gridman 



ACROSS 


1 In chess, special pawn^apturing 
move (2, 7} 

5 A handrail held onto while doing 
ballet exercises (3) 

7 In association footbaM, to conduct 
the game In the best way (4, 3, 4) 

9 A small poisonous snake (3) 

10 — Kapital (3) 

11 Of a fieldsman's position in crick¬ 
et, close to the batsman (5) 

12 ~ way: in horse racing, to back 
to win or to obtain a place (4) 

14 Arthur —, tennis player for the 
US (4) 

10 Struck and propelled the ball 
forcibly (5) 

20 The mall-post In India 13) 

21 Grave letters (1, 1, 1) 

22 Not called In question; not made 
the subject of a dispute (11) 

23 Very tong period of time (3) 

24 In chess, to move a piece between 
an attacked piece and its attacker 
( 9 ) 

DOWN 


In cricket, bad light or rain car 
-(3. 4) 

in baseball, to hit a short high fly 
that can be easily caught (3, 2) 
Tiered platform with seats for 
spectators (6) 

G. R. Vishwanath is no ordinary 
batsman, he Is an (6) 

Hunting hares with these is a kmc 
of sport (7) 

Race in which a series of contest¬ 
ants succeed one another, eact 
covering a part of the course (5; 
CommarKi to go gently or to stop 
rowing (4) 

13 Simple card-game like rummy 
(4-3) 

15 In chess, an attacked piece is sale 
to be.. (2. 5) 

16 Oldest member* doyen (4) 

17 Coming arrival (6) 

IS One who glides over snow (6) 

19 Tie-score In tennis (5) 

21 Public contest In cowboy skills (5 

(SditMoiid next week) 
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Question box 


nMNWnWHilNHiAnswers bv Sudhir V^ndya 

Supema Paul, Aseneol. 

Q : What is Kapil Dev's birth date ? 
A; Kapil Dev was bom on January 

6 . 1959 at Chandigarh 

Piadeep Patnelk and Anm Mehta, 
Rourkela. 

Q: When, where and against whom 
did India play her first Test? 

A: fndia pl^ed her first-ever Test 
match against England at Lord's on 
June 25, 27 and 28. 1932 which was 
won by England by 158 runs England 
made 259 and 275 for 8 wickets de¬ 
clared and India replied with 189 and 
187 

A. Diftt and M. Qtioeh, Bumpur. 

Q: What Is R. Q D. Willis's birth- 
date and how many wickets are to his 
credit ? 

A: R. G D Willis was born on May 
30, 1949 at Sundarland and he has 
captured 181 wickets in 50 Tests 
played before going on the tour of 
Australia in November, 1979 

Qangaram Sapkal. Bombay. 

Q : What is the difference between 
a Rubber and the Ashes ? 

A: A Rubber Is set of Test matches 
to be played between two sides The 
Ashes Is a specific name given to the 
Rubber or series which are played bet¬ 
ween England and Australia 

C. Madhavan, Madras. 

O: Who was the first black man 
to lead the West Indies in a Test 
Match ? 

A: G. A Headley was the first 
black West Indian to lead his side 

Miee UJwala Ahire, Bombay. 

Q. What IS Zaheer Abbas's Test 
record ? 

A: At the end of India’s tour on 
February 3 this year, Zaheer Abbas 
has aggregated 2,617 runs m 38 Tests 
at an average of 40 89 with six cen¬ 
turies of which 274 is his highest 
score. 

Chanchal, Jamshedpur. 

Q: Who IS taster—Kapil Dev or 
Karsan Ghavri ? 

A: Certainly, Kapil Dev. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. S3 



V. Harlah Rso* Mtdrae. 

Q: What is the batting record of 
Everton Weekes? 

A: Everton Weekes of West Indies 
has In 61 Innings of 48 Tests made 
4.455 runs at an average of 58.81 with 
15 hundreds and 207 among them es 
his highest score. 

Mrs. Kusum Parasramke, DIbrugerfi. 

Q: Is it necessary to start an Inn¬ 
ings with the new ball 7 Cannot a cap¬ 
tain of either side be allowed to start 
an innings, with an old one — even 
if the ball is not 75-over-old 7 

A: As a rule, yes But if both the 
captains agree, they may do so. 


Quiz 


■BBMBBBMHMHBMMMNNMMiRanjtt Ghose 

QUESTIONS 

1. Where and when was the first 
Water Polo World Cup champion¬ 
ship herd? Who won it? 

2. Who won the toss in the first 
Prudential Cup final 7 

3. Who is the first cyclist to have 
claimed victory In both the Tour 
de 1’Avenir and the Peace Race ? 

4. Who broke two world records in 
weightlifting heavyweight com¬ 
petition last year 7 What are his 
records ? 

5. And who broke three world re¬ 
cords in the lightweight category ? 

6. What IS the Asian record in 
women’s discus throw ? 

7. What \s the world record in 
women’s rapid fire pistol shot 7 

8. Who won the first-ever swimming 
competition across the Paik Strait 
between India and Ceylon? 

9. Who became the first competitor 
ever to win five gold medals in 
swimming competitions In the 
Asian Games 7 

10. What IS the age limit fixed for 
participants in the Subroto Cup? 

ANSWERS 
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1 Bridge 


lOof <i Srhap k 


Thfrr-* seems i o aood na t^n why Nurtf 
South shoulil ddvifKf^ heyonci ^ NT on 
this wool s '^eal Irom a pairs event With 
no long suit aid rmly points betweem 
the two hardb tncrf tould hardly he a 
good play fo^ a r^o ttun p larn and sn 
most pairs thought At < netnt)le t owPvei 
East tried a ratter teeblo ps^v^hjc and 
after that both North and South did a tittle 
too mucti biddirg 

K 10 ‘ 

^ 9 i 
^ A? 

4^6 


496 

^0 J 7 
A J 1C 8 
4 J 8 5 4 


4 76 K 
^^884^ 
0 ■»3 
4 1092 


4 A J 4 
^ A KJb 
^ C 76 
4 A K O ? 

West d£a t with Noith South vulmrabie 
and after two pas‘^LS f ast "ii d ot osist 
an opening bid of ore '^padr Suut^ over 
railed wdh 2 NT (p'iyi^d by t DUtncr 
ship IS natuial) and Norfi ilowirp 
himselt to irfluinced hie near 
certaeity thut t 3 ’ wa*" t y f 9 7ic+t i g 
raised tu 4 N r vV th i o good pax u e South 
pressed on to 6 NT aaH passed 
West toJ 4 30'^ South aijvtyod t r 

prospects gloomily ’“t pro sormed bo 
only 10 tricks but the r ws'^ti liar i of 
finding a defendt i wni Arf an i '^n 'h'ler 
Oiamond Then itchc'-ih pu qht 

there wt^uld be onr mr '■-> t i k -ml ti^c 
timing would he ight for j juet^t ^ 
South won th^» learl ui tin labh and IpcI a 
diamond to the Oueen wi^h thi ntent or 
of playing low fro n both tim Is cn tie 
next round if Ihi Queen held 

Everything se^ me d lo-.^ whei C ‘Os* to 
the Ace and anoUtr spade ramo t>df k 
However Souhi p'ayed off tt t ias» tv^ ; 
spade winners and We^l fou id hiinself 
in the grip of a repeal ng Wn uh 

ever suit he discaided would allow 
declarei squeeze nim agair w th the 
newly establishr o w nner 
Very neat the ♦aolfes were wnil anp truly 
turned but you ran see huw Wi?st Tight 
have done better / W th values n thice 
suits he migl t tevn toiesee'^ the danatr 
ot a squeeze He sbruld have played 0 ^ 
under tht Oi ^ i r and 0 J on the nex< 
diamond lead' It deniaror follow^ t is 


original plan and ducko m dummy, West 
ran cftsh 0 A Of course, if cfecldrer 
makes the unlikely play of going up with 
6 K on the seeqnd round the* same? 
rcppcding ^qute e as bo^oie ?dts in with 
the dirterence that dechrer now makes aft 
13 tucks ^till cl bottom is or'y a bottom 
at pairs play 

Last wt r k qup West nlays in five c lubs 
against Ihr If ad r f K w hi 
WtST 4 010 8 t ’ ^ nrnf 0 0 74 A K 

I 10 b 4 b 0 10 7 ^ 0 a K 'a 

494 /) ) 

To rulT play 4 A K will los<^ un'ess 
4 0tilU vhi'etofrr o to dummy wilt 1 
f' imnr d -»n i fi c 1 4 ^ I the 

dt -irTi ir d i > i 1 Tl r u w "ly to kc <- p 

nrol ^ I H 3 J 4 ^ I rn hind i' ti 1 \ ’ 
lien dumTiy I 1 hump to prohet 
agaihst another ^piik if'do >nd Vvoot ^ 
horru w he ru /< r tr i np \i ( ^ 2 


^hess 


P( icr Uikp 

Wt L I heir somfonc dt & iibr^d a 
nahji il play^M I wen I r whether (tu 
itferif m IS tj r-p ( jHiplirr f r tdry I ai 
amatf ur u so d* stnbtd f n it is usually 
well rnrart for it is I lu ',aying thit h^ 
u c ti ivyp gunr Inr it he had boui abk 
^ > d£VotL n ore time to tt e game Applied 
to pntf“"sioml howev<-r it m^v sungf st 
ti at I t rr i (y me the Jine and wi I ’o 
stu 1 y tt eorv ^it to a qu rc tt f tm n 
^ purs f npioyed by the grfdt msottio 
Nat ill playr f wii'aiwayo Ire dangerous 
r )L( a '01 il m r jL ntei*' tut t is doubt 
tul -IS moi» ir 0 rnort h t iretiral know 
ledcp IS I *qui ^ i wfirttirr one will ever 
’gain maki t‘ mpacl Uiat Sultan Khm 
i d 

He ame to Fngla 1 (J tror hdia n 1^29 
k luwinq jlnicst uitl q al out Modern 
efu ss yfct r It t nt tour vears he won 
theDrtishC’ ^rnpK 1 np led the n jt onal 
tcan ind nria r*g«*J m hold his own with 
11 my of II t wm d J I p qrandrnaste s 
'^hen hr wi it bac•^ ki t <s native land and 
scan ‘’ly pi yi d i jn n I le r is a game 0 * 
his stowrq t s -itrat gir powers It is 
t^Ken troi 1 Mr Khsn by R N 

Co'f 1 tl L IdtpsI a’d unr of *he best in 
the But si u hes'‘ kaj\-'iru , Quaiter ^ 
sen s 

vVh U> Sultan Khan, 8i K Salo Flohr. 
Q P3v 1 ^ IS I I 1 1 b 'f •» (4t‘i 

Cj > r a 1 Prfl ? ^ 

1 d4, Ktfe, 2 Ktt3, go 

3 c4, Ba7. 4 Ktc3. d« 

S #4. 0 - 0. 0 Be3. Ktbd? 

7 KtdZ. aS a dS. Ktaa 

9 Ba2. fS. 10 f3, 14 


Blaclif$ahould maintain the coniral tenalon It 
yvili be hard for him to build up a stfdng attack 
on tho K side whan the white King can still 
castU on the other wing 

11 Bf2, aS; If a3, KtafO 

13 b4, b« 14 Kta4, R«8 

-rhi purely dwiensive move inUn ali s that 
flohr w 1 already closf'air ng ot putting up a 
tuld 


19 c9, d X e; 

17 Kt X c9, b X c9; 
19 BfZ, BaO, 

21 Qc2. Ra8; 


16 b X a, Kt X o5 
18 B X c9. Kld7 
20 B X aO, R X iiO 
22 0 - 0 . .. 


Now hr' K ng will be quilo ^afe Blac k s weak 
ni. «^fcs on Itu 0 8ide need proioi tiorr 

22 . . BfO; 13 Rfel, Bdb 

24 Ktc4, Oa7; 21 Kt x dO, t x dO 

26 Rabl. Ktt8. 27 Oc6, RabO 

28 Rb6, R X b6, 29 O x b6, Od7 

30 Rc6, Rc8. 31 Bal, Raatgna 

f-ililif & wr-ft iripviljble 
I 

Compatition 0406. Solution next week 
Black 


* m afH 

msi aiiai' 

IS ® 


m 


8 va^ ^ 

White 

How does White win more material? 

Solution to G390 (Thomas-Wolf. Karltbad, 
1923). (2Q5/8/3p3p 8/1li1q3p/6b1/1P3N2/$K1 - 
White to play.) Th» Br i ru*'*c^ found a 
draw ncarlv by S? Qc I r 0 ^ si b x < 1 
Kc4 S4 htG4 d5 KHC PtS “-b Ct x v^5 It 
I inuo^i-^ru (berau f 1 ilfi f Bia f 
f ■> quet r h K Iasi pawns 

Solut.on to No 1012 (Rlngeitauha) (B 4p181 
/<3b1p2 7K/4B3/383k/6pp/Bab - mate In 
aavan.) 1 Sfb fthreat ? S*?) 2 S x t7 Bd6 

TSf6 Rgi 4 Sq'' Bd6 b 0f5 b br4 and 

7 Sfb b the KP is opt cl o oaftu B ack I as ifie 
n o/c < 6 as a defe ice 

Problam No 1069. Solution next w^ek 
M. LIpton (Schaakend NoderHnd 1966) 

(3f1b2'2B571N8kPK1/6p1/4P3/f N6b/0/4O3 - 7 
white men; 9 black.) 

White to play end mate m two moves 

Solution to No 1000 (Donnelly). (8/7p/9Klk/ 
8pP/8/4pBtR/l/9*-mate In three.) 1 6-K? 
(zuQzwano) P - K»6 ? R - Kt3 K x P 3 R - R3 

for unayoidubh reasons Uta 
numbartna of Chess *Compatttton* 
and Problem' had to be changed with 
effect from thfs issue That wni be 
followed until further no{iGe 
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India and Germany 
A Model Partnership 


The psrtnerahip that grew over the 
period of the last 28 years of di* 
plomstic relations between India 
and the Federal Republic of Germany 
has a model character for good re< 


lations between an industrialized 
and a leading country of the 
third world. 

This has again been proved by 
the latest figures: 


I. TRADE 1975 

The IndO'German Trade is 
increasing considerably 

Indian Exports to Germany •Rs 212.6 crores 


1977 


German Exports to India 


Rs 212.6 crores «Rs 346,8 crores 
from 1975 to 1977 increase by 62 7 % 
OM 86 crores DM 114 crores 
increase by 32.5.% from 1975 to 1977 


11. DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

India is the biggest recipient of development assistance from the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
' Upto 1978 India received « Rs 3564 crores 


For 1978/79 the additional 
sum of 


>Rs 169.4 crores 


is allocated for India by the Federal Republic of Germany 
The amount of German Development Assistance given to India through 
multilateral organizations like the World Bank. UNDP. IDA, EC etc., 
amounts to an additional 46% of the bilateral assistance. 

III. CULTURAL AND ACADEMIC EXCHANGE 

The seven Max Mueller Bhavans in India completed their 21st year of 
active work for the development of closer cultural relations between 
India and Germany. The German Academic Exchange Service offers 
scholarships for technical education and for higher studies and 
creates a permanent bond between scholars and intellectuals of both the 
nations. Research scholarships in the academic field are given by the 
Humboldt Foundation to persons endowed with talent. The exchange 
of knowledge, collaboration in research projects, direct help to 
higher techni^l institutions are just a few characteristics of this close 
partnership. The assistance given to IIT Madras was so greatly appreciated 
that they reciprocated by conferring on Federal Foreign Minister Genscher an 
Honorary Doctor's Degree. 
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HOW t BECAME WORLD NO. 1 

The All-England Badminton 
championship winner has 
traditionally been regarded as 
world No. 1. The first Indian 
to achieve this feat, Prakash 
Padukone relates to Sydney 
Friskin and Haresh Munwani 
his path to the unofficial 
world crown. Also; sportsmen 
salute Prakash and the 
Indian ace’s source of 
Inspiration — his fiancee. 



ALLAN BORDER'S TEST 

Gui Hameed Bhatti reports 
on the third and final Pakistan- 
Australia Test — the drawn 
encounter that enabled 
Pakistan to win the series. 
Also. Haresh Munwani meets 
the Australians on their way 
back home. 



’TWAS CLOAK & DAGGER 
STUFF 

The Inside story of the high- 
voitaae Calcutta football 
transfer drama, by Sara]it Deb. 
Also, ChunI Ooswaml on the 
need to spilt the Calcutta 
Football League. 
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Frpkash holds aloft the trophy, garlanded and looking 
llred after a 14-hour flight, kissing fiancee UJalla and 
posing with trophy Inside the Air-India 747. Pictures by 
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Letters to the Editor 


Vive la 
Prakash! 

P LEASE CONVEY MY 

heartiest con^fratula- 
tiona to our ace badminton 
star Prakash Padukone for 
winning tl^ triple crown of 
badminton. The way he out* 
classed Liem Swie King and 
Hartono in the AllEnffland 
championships final and 

the Swedish final respective¬ 
ly really proves his class. 
Now badminton pundits 
have to change their views 
about Prakash, which they 
expressed when be bad a 
lecn time In pjrh>r nintchts. 

RANJAN SINHA. 
Dwrgapur. 

/ beg to differ 

I DO NOT SUBSCRIBE TO 
1 the viewd expressed m 
your, admKtedxy excellent 
editorial on the subjsiCt (Jan. 
60), rublic lives are always 
upon to public scrutiny—so 
are the motives of tnose in 
the service and pay of their 
country. 

While the appointment 
and sacking of Gavaskar as 
captain seem to defy all 
logic, the pli^yer in question 
is not a to biame for 
it. He Ciiiose to adopt 
a rather ambivalent attitude 
to the wnoie question ut 
captaincy. Once he accepted 
It, the ethics of good bporcs- 
manship demand that he 
serve out his term or until 
such time ss his services are 
nu longer required. Winning 
01 losing the series is not 
the point. Stepping down 
from the captaincy to enable 
his successor to gain vital 
experience for a prospective 
tuur tor which be makes 
himself unavailable '*for per¬ 
sonal reasons*' smacks of 
self-ccntredness. Players 
should not be in a position 
to pick and choose the 
matenes/series they will plav 
and captain. One wonders 
why Gavaskar failed to carry 
bis action a little further and 
drop out of the team to 
facilitate the selection of 
another opener; and the pro¬ 
spective tour having been 
called off, wlw wasn't be re¬ 
appointed to lead the side in 
toe Jubilee Test? However, 
since he was not, his “per¬ 
sonal reasons'^ should hold 
good for future tours a$ 
well. No captain or player, 
however good or great, can 
consider himself to be above 


the h'w. Nor should he be 
considered as such when a 
situation arises that warr¬ 
ants ceir^ure of his actions. 
Neither is any player indls- 
pensable. Gavaskar, in hU 
illustrious career, has violat¬ 
ed just about every rule to 
the bonk, with impunitv. 

As for the appointment 
of Vishwanath as captain. I 
think that was a bloomer on 
Uie part of the aelectoni. 
Having been bypassed earlier 
on for the job, way was he 
selected now when he is in 
SUCH poor form? Others not 
So favoured have been drop¬ 
ped from the. team with less 
reason. Wiine it is perfect¬ 
ly true that a good captain 
may lead a losing combina¬ 
tion as easily as a bad 
captain does a winning oae«. 
the element of cnance play¬ 
ing a large role in vhis game 
as in much elsn in life, a 
captain must possess some¬ 
thing more than an abso¬ 
lutely territic sense of hum¬ 
our (Sic) to inspire his team's 
performance. Vishwanath 
sAoulo nave been dropped 
or have dropped himself out 
from the team. Imagine the 
greater disaster had Zaheer 
Abbas been leading Pakis¬ 
tani 

Obviously, the selectors 
felt there was no other man 
for the job but then surely 
here was the perfect opp¬ 
ortunity to groom someone 
youni( in years but old in 
experience who would be 
able to serve his country for 
a good many years to oome. 
Even better than a batsman 
as captain is an all-rounder 
who perhaps could make up 
in one department of the 
game, should he fail in 
another. Above all, a captain 
should be one who subjects 
himself to the sternest disci¬ 
pline before he can set about 
disciplining others and earn- 
tog their respect and con¬ 
fidence. Happily, discipline 
isn’t Vi^L vanaih's failing. 

In the ; ^ “ction of players 
and in the n^^iintment of 
captains 1 us, as other 
countries i: >lan for the 

future—that. vhere* our 

hope of succe. s. 

BER. TELUS. 

Bombay. 

Not correct 

I N PAGE 23 OP SrORl'S- 
world (February 27) tho 
caption to the gix>up photo 
taken on the occasion 
of Golden Jubilee ceicbra^ 
tion of Indian Cricket Con¬ 
trol Board had been jumb 
led up. The correct order ot 





'THIS IS AN OPEN 
t letter Irorn the West 
Bengali Boxing League 
to the world In oui &.i\ 
vears of cxj&lencc we have 
grown from nothing to 
the larged amateur box 
ing Association in the 
country It has not been 
easy We have had our 
momenta oi disappoint¬ 
ment and fiustration 
togethei with our mo 
merits of success But to 
day we are mourning the 
loss that has been 
suddenly and needlessly 
indicted on us. 

Ours is a poor country 
and, m it, box^ng^ is a 
neglected sport So those 
oi us who love the sport 
are u^ed to neglect. But 
even wc cannot help 
protesting today Because, 
today, aJt tins point of 
time, we were to pay oui 
respect to Muhammad All 
at our own centre. 
Chetla Paik From 1974, 
wnen our as.sociat on was 
bom, wc have b^en con 
stantly trying to establish 
contacts With Ah Admit 
tediv a small boxing 
associat on from a poor, 
developing country, could 
hardly hope to get very 
much of either time or 
attention from The 
CTreatest Bui one acknow 
Icdgement, one word of 
f nc*ouragemen< was all we 
needed To the 1,000 
young boxers ot the 
League this would have 
been the strongest inspira 
tion • 

Up till now we could 
not raise any response It 
was untoiLunate but un 
derst and able One could 
hardly expect Ihe Great 
est to have time for all 
who sought his help And 
then came tin chanct» of 
our lifetime All was com¬ 
ing to our <ountrv Wc 
started seek ng tie help 
ol one and all achieve 
what we hud illy dared 
dream n P ist—per 


What price All ? 


«uade Ah to spend a few 
minutes to bless our home 
at Chetla Park apd lay 
the foundation stpne of 
oui project, a fully equip- 
pcKl civilian gym there 
open to all lovers of 
boxing 

Appeejav, the sponsors 
of the Ah tour, over¬ 
whelmed us with the 
generous gesture of giv¬ 
ing us, at no cost, ^5 
minutes ot All’s time He 
would come to Chetla 
Park, speak to us, and lav 
the foundation stone of 
the gym We were oycr- 
joyed to hear that Ah 
had agreed to the pro 
posal. 

The Corporation of Cal 
cuUa, one ot our staunch 
patrons, who bad earher 
granted the use of Chetla 
Park as tne permanent 
hom^ of the League, 
sanctioned Its 16,000 to 
repdii and lenovate the 
facditicss in and around 
the Park Ihc Calcutta 
Police and The West 
Bengal Police agreed to 
add to their already heavy 
burden, the responsibility 
of total security services 
for the occasion Suppoit 
and sympathy was entbu 
sidstically given from the 
higULSt tevei oowiiwaid 
Tne West B ngal State 
Council oi Sports came 
forwaid w th all suppon 
and CO opci r tion The 
Army, Bordc r Security 
lorcc numerous senioi 
citi/cns, including ennn'mt 
persons from thi Govern 
ment Cunifi forward to do 
all that was necessary to 
make tlie event a memor 
able landmark in 
history of boxing in thi 
State 

The 1.000 strong League 
swung into action No 
elToit, no expense was 


spared We ran up a bill 
of Rs ISOOOA in oUr pre¬ 
paration For a poor aayxh 
c-a»ion with metnbiurj^ 
from poor families, this 
was an extremely high 
investment But we gave 
u cheeffullv and eagerly 
—^Ali was com.ng^ 

We sat up nights to 
work out a reception pro- 
irramme worthy of AH 
We hanllv decided on 
this 32 80 RerepHon at 
Diim Dum A rport with a 
2,t)00-strong guard of 
honour, 2225 hrs fire 
works display 6 2.80 All 
welcomed at Chetla Park 
11 15 hrs Fircwoiks, music 
with bands from Army, 
Police, BSF, welcome m 
the traditional Indian 
style from 250 gals. He- 
c option bv W B State 
( ouncil of Sports, Corpii 
rat on of Calcutta, Cal 
entta Police, WBBL, Uv 
mg of the foundation stone 
tor the first fully equipp¬ 
ed civilian gym open to 
all Exh bition boxing 
among the best Boxers ot 
the State, with comments 
from All. 6 2 80 Evening 
faicwcH programme at 
All port Tickets were 
printed posters banners 
welcome signs were pre 
pared Coachmg and re 
hearsdls went on round 
the clock up to February 
L 1980 

AND NOW’ 

Instead of getting tho 
iictiest exjper.cnce ot our 
lilctime, wc are now 
voicing OUI sorrow and 
OUI loss rhe loss IS not 
only emotional We have 
lost more loan the Us 
15,000/ that wc have 
spent from out of our 
pockets. And the Hs 
16,000/- spent by the Cor 
puration of Calcutta And 
the countless man hours 


nwttt AbMe , 

jnwtve^ m m 
itfpt. lost s wbae ' 

for the ^rt 
til our iHstOt in <nl^ 
obitiyiry. 

The that the 

eveht had generated vtas 
sure to provide ^uffideafi 
funds to support Severn^ 
ot the long-terhi schetne^ 
that the League has had 
in mind for a iei\g time: 
Establishing the first fuHv 
equipped gym for ail 
lovers of boxing, a phased 
and cximprchensive train- 
mg progiamme to ensure 
proper representation of 
itie country in the 1962 
Asian Games, welfare pro¬ 
grammes for destitute 
boxers and long-term 
training programmes for 
young and needy talents 
through Boxing Clubs 
throughout the State. 

Today we stand bereft 
and demoralised To be 
hungry is bad. But to be 
hungry, led to a feast and 
then sec it snatched is iii- 
hnitely worse. 

It 1 .S inconceivable that 
All the man who had said 
that “Sports should not 
be mixed with politics” 
will allow thi^s damage to 
be mflicred on the 1,000 
young Boxers of the 
League, not to speak of 
the many thousands of 
lovers of the sport who 
support the League It is 
also inconceivable that the 
Government of the USA 
the centre of world Box¬ 
ing. will remain apathetic 
to our plight 

We love the sport| of 
hox ng We need help to 
revive the sport in our 
part of the world We 
necKi help to overcome the 
di** tress and disappoint¬ 
ment that has infect^ all 
of us now And we are 
confident that you will 
respeind 

ASrr BANERJEE, 
(Hony Gen Secretary, 
West Bengal Boacmg 
League) 


the nuau i' e Ironi U‘lt 
will be X HiUh, Venkat 
ragln dt ukkai Pauk.ij 
Roy l> K Cidekwacl, 

Ranu It \ V lli/jic Lala 
AnuM 1 ail Liniigar Nan 
f-onli Ktoi Ghuldin Ahmed 
and Adhikdi'v 

D^PA^KAH 
BHAl FAi HARYA, 
Narendravur 
MR PRAKASH BHANDARI 
IS only partly c'onect in say 
ing in his “Tall Stones from 


Basketball Nagai” (Sports 
world lebiuaiY b) that 
Bihai men’s team is spun 
soied by fisco and so 
they stay in posh hotels 
I would like to add that 
even if I want to put up our 
girls team iii hoteL it will 
not be possible as the B11 
rules do not pcimit girls' 
teams to be put up outside 
the campus 

Second Mrs Kiran Apt 
pal Singh says that she was 


suipu-uti to tind even the 
Bihar giils’ team coming to 
the quarter finals Well 
madam, the Bihar women's 
team I’eached the quarter 
nnals m the JamshidDui 
Nationals also 

A J ASi/Ok KUMAR, 
Honif Secretarif, 
Bihat Stale Bashetball 
Associalton, Jamshedpui 

IN PAC.l 36 Q1 SPOHIS 
u 07 Id Dictinbei 19 1979 


Nandini Kulkarni the tabh 
ti nnis star, has been desru 
bfd as ot the Railways 
We would like to bung to 
youi not in that Nandin‘ 
Kulkarni has been in em 
pioyment with the Industrni 
I)e\(lopmenl Bank of India 
since lanuary 12 1979 as i 
fnmoi OHicei 

ROM AVID A R PEREIRA 
General Secretary 
IDBl Sporti Club 
Bombay 



running into divorce 

: A N«w York survoy shows that the divorce rate 
among smug types bounding round Central Park Is 34 per 
cent higher than that among non-runners Alt that exercise 
apparently changes baslo personality traits and makes 
runners think more clearly, as a result of which they opt 
out of marriage. 

THE RECORD BREAKER 

•rl Ltinlca; Kumar Anandan, the Intrepid record-breaker 
has beat up another, a boxer's punch ball for mo^re than 
123 hours. The 3e-year-old 8rl Lankan lawyer began this 
effort appropriately enough on Boxing Day. December 20 
His other records Include swimming the Palk Strait both 
ways In 51-36 hours, standing on one leg for 12-47 hours, 
treading water for 09 hours and twisting for 126-10 hours I 

MI80 — ADVENTURE IN THE QYM 

Wyeombe * Two teenagers finished a game of squash 
before oinaing time but were unable to leave the gym as 
the doors lammed shut and the lights went off The 
scantily-clad girls had no choice but to jog ail night 
to keep themselves warm The cU^aners let them out the 
ne>tt morning As compensation for iheir nocturnal ml 0 ‘ 
adventure, the Wycombe Council granted the girls a whole 
month's free squash games in the gym 

ROLLERMANIA 

New York : Last year, skate-boards swept the USA 
This year it s skates Centra! Park whirs with them, business¬ 
men commute on them, waiters serve on them, jaded 
joggers pant for them Mothers and prams make 12 wheel 
rigs and today s discq, babies are Known to roll rather than 
rock ' Physical energy-savers, however, go for motorised 
ones 

B TELLIS 



1 can ASSUkB VOL X OION't 
BBCOMB SBNIOlZ VtCB PNBSIDBNr qf 
KBRN, MASTBRS, SMVrHB ANO HARPER BY 

coHcepiN& Two-rcor putte> 



''''BUriP YOU WANT TO KBBP !% 

NHY P/P 7NATMAN K/CK /T TO 


'' THBY TANB THB/R FOOTBALL 
SBRIOUBLY /N HBRE.. 









































PRAKASH PADUKONE 


I KETUKNED f'ROM JAPAN AFTER 
takini; part in the second invita¬ 
tional world championships on Janu¬ 
ary 26. As I had earlier participated 
in the Nationals and at the tourna¬ 
ment ip Copenhagen in previous 
weeks. I was foelinf? vcj-y tired. On 
mv return £ found I had to ro iniinc- 
diatelv to Patiala for trainine. Since 
I was feelina exhausted I requested 
the Badminton Association of India 
to allow me to Join the camp on 
pebruarv 15. They agreed, so 1 got 
some much-needed rest. 

Wc left from thp NSNIS Patiala 
on March 3 for Denmark. For some 
reason or the other the entries of 
the other members of the Indian 
jteani did not I'cach. (>>penhiagen in 
time. So I was the only Indian player 
to participate in the Danish and 
SwcKlish Opens. 

A word about niy training at Pa¬ 
tiala. In iny earlier matchets gene¬ 
rally 1 found that I would play well 
up to the second game but if the 
match went into the third game 1 
was tired against some top players. 1 
wculd be leading, only to lose- at tho 
end. 1 used to start well but was not 
able to maintain the tempo. Analy¬ 
sing this I found that what I needed 
was to build mv stamina. I wanted 
to train in such a wav that I would 
not get exha\isted easily. 

At Patiala I started practising 
against two players at a lime. That 
U, 1 would play alone on one .side 
While thern would be two players on 
the other side. Obviously one of them 
was near the net and the other was 
on the baseline. I had to control the 
shuttle so that they never killed it. 
Also, this way, my placements be¬ 
came accurate. But most important 
I had to run around a lot. So this 
built mv stamina. Playing three ga¬ 
mes like, this was equivalent to 
playing eight games against one man. 

I noticed that my speed on the 
odurt l|ad increased by this method. 
My movements also improved. There 



were more rallies. If the shuttle was 
even a little high the opponent at 
the net would kill it. So 1 had to be 
careful about the length and height 
at which I hit the shuttle. My phy¬ 
sical (itness too improved. 

Obviously this method paid rich 
dividends because on the entire cir¬ 
cuit 1 never lolt tired. 1 was able to 
last every mateb. And if 1 built a 
lead in the game 1 maintaiiierl il till* 
the very end. Also till now 1 had had 
a few injuries so 1 was very cautious 
about my health and physical titness. 

r [E COPENHAGEN AND SWE 
dish tournaments were held in 
successive weeks. Theie was a gap 
of six days between the Swedish tour¬ 
nament and the All-England Cham¬ 
pionships. So 1 felt that I had suffi¬ 
cient time to recover for the Wem¬ 
bley tournament. Because of this 
gap 1 could afford to go all out in 
the Danish and Swedish tournaments. 
Had ihis gap of six days not been 
there I might have not played the 
Swedish toumey. 

The Danish Open was held in 
CopcDiiagen from March 6 to Mdi'ch 
9. it oueieci Uie prize money of 
200,000 kroners. Morton Frost Han¬ 
sen of Denmark and 1 were joint top 
seeds. 1 didn’t have much trouble 
till the semi-nnaJs. 1 was •sailing 
through easily. I was to play Fleming 
Deltb of Denmark in the semi-tiual. 
Before 1 knew anything Deifs shot 
to a I2-S lead. Tnat is because 1 
started shakily and gave away 
too many negative points. I 
was also tense and was not 
hading my rhythm. 1 pulled myself 
together at this stage and concentra- 
ted intensily. I was determined not 
to give up. I fought back, made it 
12-all and went on to win the game 
at 15-12. The next game 1 took 
easily at 15-8, 

In the final I was to play another 
Oane» Frost Hansen. 1 took some 
time to settle down but eventually 
won the first game at 15-6. In the 
second game, 1 was leadinx till 11« 









l>i»t fiost recovered courageously to 
n tike ii 11 all Thtn 1 bioke through 
to be ahead by 13-11 Fiost drew 
at 13 But 1 was able to win 
llic game and the title at 18 13 and 
bigged the first prize of $3,000. Ot 
cmirse thi^j money is not given to 
tile players and goes to the respec 
live national assnaations But 1 had 
begun the uicuit well It was a ina- 
title and thus it gave me confi¬ 
de ace lor the hard battles ahead ot 
me 

The Swedish Open was held from 
March 10 to Match 13 Again I had 
no cause to worry in the earlier 
MHinds In the quarter-finals I met 
jmani Sarlika of Indonesia Dhani 
bad beaten me twice in the inter- 
niiionals at Hyderabad and Calcutta 
^Uutillv I had just recovered from 
nu and was not at my best in those 
two mtemationals Anyway in Swe¬ 
den I played cautiously but found 
’he going rather easy for me I won 
fomfoitably at 15 8, 15-10. In the 
'»emi-hMl, 1 took on Arhi of Indone¬ 
sia and won easily again at 15-5. 15-4. 


In fact the man who stood between 
me and the title was the great Rudy 
Haitono In my boyhood Rudy was 
my hero 1 had Uied to model iny 
game on him I tried to pick up his 
style. 1 had never played against 
hum after making the senior grade I 
remember playing against him m 
Bombay when I was lust 15 So 
naluially I was awed by the occasion 
Rudy took lull advantage and won 
the first game at 15-9 

1 found that 1 was not getting the 
coriect length on m\ shots Also 1 
gave away too many negative points 
Rudy still IS a very fast opponent 
Though he may have aged (be is 
now about 30) he is still a force to 
reckon with Besides with all his 
expeiienec if you give bun a slight 
chance he is going to finish you He 
was leading 12 9 in the second game 
when I decided to change my tactics 

1 felt that if I could engage Rudy 
in rallies it was bound to tir^ him 
down. Also with his age against him, 
his stamina would be restricted So 


I started playing percentage badmin¬ 
ton All I tned to do was to keep 
the shuttle m play Tins did the 
trick because Rudy found that the 
longer rallied the more tired he 
would be In order not to bum him¬ 
self out what ht did was that during 
nllies he would liy and hit winners 
But surpnsinglv he started making 
mistake*? m his eagerness to finish 
the match I won thp second game 
It 15-12 By now Rudy was finish^ 
and in the third game offered prao 
tifnlly no resistance TTie scoro in 
this game was 15 1 The prize money 
here was $2 500. 

Now with two titles under m\ belt 
I was teeliiig gicat 1 had got used 
to the <old (innate I was able to 
adiust to the shuttles And to top 
It ail J ht-d that six days of lest 

ALLlijNGLANU CHAMPION- 

^ ship> sidrted with ('ontu^ion 
The Seeding Committee decided lu m 
Swie King was to be the top seed 
followed bv liost mv^it and Pongoh 
of Indonesia I think Demn ik ob 
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jccted because their otiicr player 
Delfs hjad to play Kinff ui ttoe quar 
ter-hnaL They felt Delfs had a 
better record than Ponjsoh and thus 
should have been fourth seed Had 
be been seeded fourth he would not 
have to play KinR Ponj^oh had 
made his debut in the international 
arena only last year and had lUst 
two victones I really cant under 
stand how the oominittee selected 
bun as fourth seed It was a glannu 
error If this seeding was maintain 
od 1 would have run into Kini^ in the 
semis 

The Danish protest was upheld 
and Delfs was made fouith seed 
There is a lule that two seeded 
piayeis of the same countiv cannot 
be in the same half So this necc s 
sitated Delfs *«oinK to King’s half As 
per this I was to plav liost Hansen 
in the semis 

Acluallv mv match record against 
Hansen b<.*toie this All LrigJand wa^- 
two vicloneF and onp defeat and as 
such I should ha\o been seeded 
second But 1 didn l piotest because 
our past protests had given us bad 
experiences 1 had beaten Frost lo 
the Thomas Cup in May last and also 
in the Masteis Open Jn September 
And he beat me only at Copenhagen 
But what 1 think happened was that 
because his victory was moit recent 
he was seeded second Ih sccd- 
ing's for the All England of oouise 
Wire decided befoie I 'won the Da 
nish Open 

In the hist lound f met B Walwork 
and liounced him 15 9 Next 

1 met Abu Bakar of Malaysia I 
won in straight games During the se 
(ond game of this match I slightly 
wavered in inv concentiation because 
Syed Modi was having a good game 
against Tohiison of Sweden on the 
adioinmg court Modi lecovered w<dl 
from 7 14 to make it 11-14 M\ at 
tention was diverted and I lost a few 
points But anyway I prevailed. 

Then I ran into Hadivanto It was 
here that mv real form started, 1 
was moving well on court I had 
speed and I was hitting the shuttle 
when and where 1 wanted to I got 
into mv groove I was very pleased 
With my game. 

1 won the first game lS-0, and the 
next at 15-10 Hadiyanto complain* 
cd that he was tired as he had 
Piayed two matches on the previous 
dt V Another thmg that seemed to 
bother him greatly was that he was 
playing with the wind and so was 
giving away too many negative 
points I began to understand, the 
effect of the draft m the huge Wem 
bley Stadium 1 peisonally prefer to 
play against the wind Because if 
vou are playing with the wind even 
a slight tap can send the shuttle out 

Svend Pn was iny opponent in the 
quarter-final 1 had a faale victoiT 
and the score read 15-4. 15-4. Pn 
said that be felt stiff during 
matc^ |4annallv in the All- 
Cngjihxtd Chainpipnsbips the quarter 


I'niLo'^U—an ovethead ^imash, 

finals arc very interesting The 
matches tend to be very cloSf» and 
thulliflg Iheie you see a lot of 
lightback But sinpiisingly this year 
dll llv four qiidite*! finals were rath 
ei tame No one was extended 

Ihcu came the semifinal (lash 
with liost Hansen Now 1 rost has 
vciy good tooiwoik and covers the 
couit well At the net he is simply 
superb So 1 decided that I won t 
dhow him to donimate at the net 
So 1 tried to push huii lo the base 
line and lollow it up with one at the 
net 1 thought il he was constantly 
lunnmg he wont be that devastating 
Ailei all if he was at the baseline 
and hud lo come to the net he bad to 
first reach and then try and kill the 
bud 

My strategy paid off and I clinched 
the hist game at 15-10 In the next 
game 1 racco to a 12 2 lead Tnen 
1 relaxed and paid the penalty i 
became over cautious to hnish the 
inalch — 1 became anxious to clinch 
the issue and started making a lot ot 
mistakes and the iinal score wan 
lo-lO m iny favour 

In the other semi final. King beat 
Deds 1 watched that match and 
couidn t help noticing that King was 
not his conndent self lie was not 
very impressive Nonnallv King is a 
very attacking playei. but heie he 
was pidving safe He was engaging 
hiimseit m too many i allies 1 was 
just hoping he would enip^y the 
same tactics against me If he at 
tacked and played a fast game with 
lots of smashes the advantage would 
have been with him But when he 
played safe and rallied it would suit 
me J had played King four times m 
the past and on all those occasions 
he had won. 


B ut 1 CAME TO THE FINAL 
with a good lecord in recent 
weeks to back me up I had adiust 
ed to the climate and to the move¬ 
ments of the shuttle. King was 
under psychological pressure because 
1 had beaten all the top Indonesian 
players except him 

As a result when the final started 
King was nervous and extremely 
tense In lust two services I raced 
off to a 10-0 lead King gave away 
too many negative points and sur- 
prLsinglv I did very little running 
Further once I had established such 
a big lead King was a demoralised 
player and started making more mis¬ 
takes. 

This gave me tremendous conli 
dence It I don’t wm now I would 
never win T realised that was the 
proper occasion for me because no 
pi aver had ever taken such a big 
lead against King I was determined 
and eventually won the first game at 
15 3 

Tn the second gime King started 
attackini? and the score at one stage 
read 4*all So T had to slow down 
the tempo of the game because this 
was the onlv wav to-upset his rhythm 
Mv tartirc delivered the goods and I 
took a 114 lead 

When th( score became 13-7 sud¬ 
denly one of the Indonesian suppor¬ 
ters in the gailciy said . “Bad luck 
Prakdsh Now King won’t spare vou ” 
Ihis kind of remark made me even 
more determined The score inched 
to 13 to as King had won three 
points at that stage 1 then tapped 
the shuttle to make it 14-10 The 
next point 1 smashed on King’s back 
hand to become the All England 
i Champ 
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Tension and 
ecstasy 

How did Prakash 's family 
in Bangalora raacf to tHei 
nows?OUR BANGALORE 
CORRESPONDENT fa^-; 
ports -■ 

A s THE EVENING OF SUNDAY, 
March 23 drew to a d(iae« 
there was hiRti tan&ioii at the 
Pi^ukone fatnily house at Malted; 
waram, BauRawre. Tor lun that 
day. the hero et their house am. 
their second wo, the >enat^ 
Frakaah. Vf«» KOJOK to lece^W*,' 
test of life in the world of bM» 
miotcu. As the ebadowe knuu^ 
ed end Unhi xrew'into. derhnen*, 
some of Frakiw’e femily tiwin> 
bers sat with their e«n igued td 
the radio with the BDCtwud 
permaneatXv while » oonote ML 
others «t next to the telephow 
expectins the sew* tmn ^ 9< 
their friends in the Pi?*., 

Unte the telephone shrillea tfisy 
would pick it tip MUdotMi.v 
when the meoMKo Wee eohnetiilaa 
else, their anxiety wopM moont. 

Finally, at exac^ ^ lO-ll p.mi 
the tde^HMie shrQled and my 
ooQeajDte from dm XndNmllivrm 
bridco the hews to the eypeoiumt 
Padukone family. First to the 
messsMe was Frakaah's yottMosi 
brother, Harish, bat he t^ld not 
believe what ha heanl. Ke^is nm 
dersto^ to have told tite 
reporter: “Walt, I ^ ihall but you 
on to my fetber,’* and he did, 
When Mr Ramesh Pwkikioam WM 
told the happy news his..npat 
action wM: “Haa har really WMr 
SureT Thank Ua 
ved.» Beyond that ht oOttll m 
proceed. 

It toMi km than 
for Prakaah’av 
to know of hie 
Swto ' Kina and 
family was BoodM 
while his r^ttlvea (i 
the Saraswm. nanuiap 
Ralcre) made a heeUte to 
waratn. w 


By thin thae. the wa^ 
had reooverw from IM edSliMii.'. 
and th» spoke sbont tlieklmyM* , 
rite’s tnumiih. '♦Re vfaa vety ewSh' |, 
dent’ bat ha would nav«r w ^ 
thina ahem Kbu md 



we. thpuaht that: Im' whs nnstore of 
.' t^POFo^k' hhn;' You SCO, Prakash 
k'not ^a; person to say anything' 

hir' Bameah PadukOne added; 
’’You see how he rated Kina in 
your SporUfUwrtd semetinid , back. 
After the suspenlion of King we 
thought that be would be prepar' 
ing to come back into the picture 
and our . doubtS’ were confirmed 
when Prakub lost to him at to- 
kye rocently. tt looks as if hia 
(Kill's) aiMflwiwto hum bMniOd 
him sod Prsksah wss able to de- 
feat him. YOt 1 have my own 
doubu If he really conceded hist 
three pohits Jo. lUwt In dm first 

thBr. was mat of team. ha-, 

pt^ e^ :‘!f ,m.. hlad'idi ambition 
b fillip,** 'Mfi She said. 

. Pnikash's grsadfether, Mr An- 
ttsiii Rso, Was the meet important 
mam He was, girtanded by his 
mendeon'* fnemda as if he was 
m hero atid^he UMvad mpeod 
one despite hii age. ^e 

li« graiid- 

motS^ **It 1$ the reward 

fw hie deulteetiimi aM hardwork. 
Nothii&ff eieek 1 wpe lie will con¬ 
tinue to^ pW that wA oonpuer 
the lion at It# owit (Prakaah 
WjU ho piima 19 me World Cham- 
niMsa^ tt laluuta In May)« 

Hia WoUiefe Mebeah and Harish 
eoiNI e^t on the streets to 
oMrihute sweets and inform those 
whe md tM have teleii^es. Ma- 
ham wenten to oonfirni the news 
ew 00 mi was at me Undim 

S eas oMoe mi me at ntaht By 
e thKike of^ miditlnlU all the 
remamiiic tenidoQ wni koha and 

[WrtneMw 
^a dose 
Ktnui 

reqap- 

!e^ 
tel 





l :&aid aloud : **I have done it.’* 
1 raised my fist At first 1 couldn’t 
believe that 1 bad done it and that 
too so easily in just 28 minutes. 
After all when you talk of previous 
vyinners like Kops, Hartono and 
others they cx>a{ure up an imposina 
imaae. 


This win aave me a lot of satisfac¬ 
tion as it was my first win over 
Kina. 1 felt I was not exerted. 
Immediately the Indian players ran 
onto the court to conaratulate me. 
Kina didn't say anythina to me be¬ 
cause be can't speak English. 1 won 
the £1,000. 


The Chief Referee of the tourna¬ 
ment. Mr Scheela. told me : “It was 
a ^^reat victory for Indian sport.” and. 
that made me feel very nice. Ind- 
denially. Mr Scheela had given away 
the prizes at the Danish Open earlier 
I remember him telling Frost and 
me that we should not allow King 
to win the Ail-England for the third 
successive time. Because if King 
did win he would get the cup for 
good and the committee would have 
to get a new cup. “And this is 
something wc can’t afford at the 
moment.” he said. 

IJ^EN I CAME TO LONDON 
VV after having won the JDanish 
Open and Swedish Championship 
I was joined by the rest of the Indian 
team. My colleagues asked for 
champagne. I provided a bottle. Mr 
Puri, our coach, forced me to have 
.some. You see I am a teetotaller 
so I refused with the excuse ‘'that I 
would drink champagne only if I wop 
the All-England title”. Actually I 
said this just to get out of the tight 
spot. Since I thought I wouldn't be 
winning I just blurted that out. 

So when I won the All-England 
title champagne went around and 
this time there was no way 1 could 
wriggle out. While no one was look¬ 
ing i put a lot of applf^ juice in my 
glass to dilute the bubbing liquid. I 
didn’t get any sensation. No funny 
feeiing because the glass had more 
apple juice than champagne in it. 

There was three hours of coverage 
on TV of the badminton tournament 
but surprisingly there was not a 
single shot of the men’s singles final, 
i think this was because there was 
no Britisher in the final. 

After I won 1 was so excited that 
I couid not sleep till four in the 
morning. As a child you aspire to 
be the greatest. Everytime I closed 
my eyes 1 started thinking of the 
day when 1 first held a racket, the 
first tournament 1 played, the first 
championship. 1 won etc. 

There was some talk that King 
had not trained enough. This is not 
true. Mind you King did make a 
movie but that was over by Novem¬ 
ber, When he came back in January 
to win the tournament in 7apan 
that time no one said he was not fit, 
but when he lost to mi% they were 
iinding suitable reasons to explam 
the defeat. 

Just before the final Frost Hansen 
came to me and said : “Though 1 
have a flight to catch soon I am go¬ 
ing to sit and see your match. This 
is your big chance. 1 will be sitting 
in the front row and will be cheering 
for you.” Somehow this gesture 
touched me deeply — it gave me a 
lot of encouragement and confidence. 
Hansen said : “You can do It. You 
have it in you.” And it went a long 
way in reassuring me that indeed it 
was possible for me to become the 
All-England Cbainpioii« 

As told to SYDNEY FRISKIN and 
HARESH MUNWANI 
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<<| AM SORE I HAVE PROVED 
* lucky for bim. It’s ooly 
i^er t met ' Prakasb JPadukooc 
that he.j»tarted wiuniog the big 
||;$ltir.oaiiieuts Uke the Gommoa* 
tke^ Masters,. and the 
^'i ^tjauinpioiw'’, said 
;-'pjialta Karkai. fifiaMce of the ace 

' HpW did they iMe«t? Ojalla 
ertlweredj "Votir knotv Prakash's 
father is a hrst coiisin to both my. 
tuuther and father. EveryUhk* Pri- 
kash played a toui'uament ia 
Bombay he stayed with as. It was 
during these visits that we go so 
fond of each other. Prakash prO' 
posed a year and a half ago but we 
couldn’t officially announoo it be¬ 
cause we were both yoUog. Also^ I 
wanted to complete my graduation; 
in commerce while bh wanted to 
concentrate on badminfon. Besides,. 
Prakash had an elder brother who 
was not married so we bad to wait ' 
till he was wedded. It was on^ 
last week that we put an ad in the 
personal columns of a daily news¬ 
paper announcing our engage¬ 
ment." 

When asked about her age, U.iBlla 
replied without any hesitaton: "1 
was born on August 14, 1959. Pra- 
ka.sh is 24." As to her reaction 
when Prakash won the All-England 
Championship to become the un¬ 
official world champion, she said: 

, “I was really delighted. I didn’t 
expect him to win and, that too. so 
easily. I was apprehensive because 
King had not participated in the 
Danish and Swedish tournaments. 
The last thing I was prepared for 
was a victory in just two games in 
the flnaL" 

How did she learn of Prakash’s 
win? Prakash rang up half an hour 
after the match from Wembley it- 
<elf and the first thing he said in 
our mother tongue was T have 
won’. After I recovered 1 coa- 

(tratulated him and asked him 

what was the score. He asked me 
if 1 bad already heard the news. 1 
■said no. Then he told me when he 
was returning. But the impression 
1 got was that he was exdted and 
wanted to share the news 

with t h o a e near and 

dear tn him. Now I wish 
I dould have been in Loodoa- be- 
. ea.uSe':;tlm’DiriJl of winni/ig this 
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major tUiv lo* Hh; first liuipv^i#' 
simply diflicuU. to describev 
reason 1 couldn’t thake It 
don was that I had-been -^ 'ghehid ' 
just tvu months back,*' 

I' ' ^ ' 

On tliu day-beforddhd.'jfthhf -'yfel^';' 
la was going In g^taur.rb WMWwM) 
lion in Central Bombay whatiii ih* ■ 
worked temporarily. At a . roed- 
junctiort a poliqs ygh, :in 
being given tha stop signal w. tMH- 
traffle cop Oft duty, thfre, mwwd 
to slop and beford an.vpnh knahr 
anything the yan craiUod into VJal*. 
la’s car on thnirofitisfr jMr tWi» ^ 
the was : 

the ,car‘ lyaa 







UjaHa and Prakash tMprU' 


' -la 'mt thrdwd'.9U.t. '.had minor 
/^bt^aos lefVeye- as a re- 

XV;'j 

■ V '■ ' "V^ -j, ' , I ' r , 

; nio.BIhat'd inch Ujalla - said: 

a:Way .I am ferfnnate to-bag 
r nilBinh»<li!lfai-'V*ry unlike the .mo<- 
thesn.daya He 
."uoaa-‘ont oniiK or sm'okA He does- 
; . nit.tike bit« nights. He hates hurt- 
;) hUf. f^nnOt .Be Js-very calm and 
’ gpmr- Is' faced with a problem hr 
’'.eta dngi'ifi^ it in a mature man- 
. <ufr. Ke has grtat respect for el- 
' terS( 1 have so much to learn from 
. mnir Agur. bets .that Prakash and 
^:l7|tl|iwlU Rve happily ever after? 

^$UNWANi 






Sportsmen salute Prakash 


Pataudi : In my opinion Prakash’^ 
win i', the nneii uChk vennent ov an 
IndidU in an individual «anie At 
IcMst 1 cant think of dnYboclv < Ise 
wl o hd^ reached so high at i>iich an 
>oiin? dffe We all hope' and cxpc'ct 
Ihiit he’ll bnnji even more honoui 
loi our ct>untiv and Kive even more 
pca'^ine to hus fani> in the vcais to 
come 

Nandu Natekar : Prakdbh has 
achieved one of the gicatijst feats a 
badminton player can dream of He 
ha'^ been participating m the All 
Lngtand Championships foi tho last 
foui or five years, but without much 
succ'css Last year, he had to pull out 
because of an injuiy So this time he 
went full throttle After winning tho 
Danish and Swedish Championships 
he was in full cry There was no way 
you could stop him He reached hi 
peak — mmcally and phys cally — 
during the tournament lie made the 
most of all tho oppoi tunitios that 
came his way A game like badmin¬ 
ton d 2 mands a high degiee of htness 
and this is a sigit^cant contiibutor 
to Piakash’s success Tailici on, Pi a 
kash had two chinks iii his aimour 
One was lack of stamina and endui 
ante The second was the lack of the 
additional last ounce >ou need to 
clinch a game because vtiy ollcn, 
Piakdsh would lead some of liis fan 
cied rivals only to yield the game 
evcnlually Piakash’s victory over 
King was convincing Padukone must 
have played high percentage badmin 
ton All this talk of King not getting 
enough tiaimng is a lame excuse bc' 
cause if you go through the scores 
of Piakash’s earlier gani'^s, you’ll find 
he won comfoitably So let’s not de¬ 
tract fiom Padukon'^’s effort 

Piakdsh is an extiemely keen stu 
dent on the game. He’s always learn¬ 
ing trom his encount^i I think theie 
was something wiong with the earl 
icr round because, accoiding to that. 
Pidkash was to play King in the 
semi finals itself But in the new 
draw Piakash was seeded third 

In February, I had participated in 
the AIlLngland Championship I won 
the veteran doubles event and when 
we won It I had said “We have 
made, the b ginning and now it’s Pra¬ 
kash s tui n to finish it ’ 1 am glad 

he has lived up to my expectations 

Sunil Gavaskar: I think it’s 
tiulv a memorable achievement. He 
is a lOdI champion He didn’t drop a 
gaiiu on his way lo the final. He won 
like a champion in the earlier 
lounds King was the only lop pei- 
foiniei he hadn’t b''aten By now I 
<Jiippovo he has given ample proof of 
Ins cl i^s People think he’s very soft 
but mind you he ran be mentally 
tough if tho situation demands I 
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h«nen’t seen tho other Indian plav 
01 s but anyone who can win the 
National title for so minv v^iis b\ 
making minccmoat of his nvals iiuisl 
surely possess thxt littk hit cxlia in 
him No wond^i he is laled highly 
The image of India m the woild of 
sports must have soaied to a lugli 
level bcciuse o^ Prakd'.h’s win It 
was a mattei of tndui anci and 
stamina It should b i m ittor ot 
gieat pride to us Indiins that one 
ot oui countiyincn has reached the 
pinnacle of glory in hidmmton Pi a 
kash IS like Borg He do< s not fuss and 
takes everything c itrnlv The 
oni\ difi^rciKO between the two is 
that Borg (dins in mill ons whili 
Piakash doesn’t 

We should give Prakash a red cai 
pet treatment I think Ib^ whole 
tounlry spoils love is State Govein 
ments must come foiwaid and stait 
some soil of Padukone fund in rcco^ 
nilioii of his win Piakaslis achieve 
ments will bi an in^p ration to 
youngci plciytis I am soiiy I wont bo 
ill Bombav whi-n Piakash lands 1 
would have slay ad awake the whole 
night it necessary to welcome him 
Our achievements aie nothing as com 
paied to Prakash s because badmin¬ 
ton IS an individual game 

P. K. Baneijee : 1 have always been 
a keen followei of other sports and 
have watched the piogiess of Prakash 
Padukone eagoity 1 was quite suie 
that here was n bo\ who would make 
it to the highest lo\.d And I would 


f(M‘l sorry foi him when he was re- 
pcMtedly b\aten by King in the past. 

By this great achievement Prakash 
has increased the pieslige of every 
Indian The three consecutive wins 
have proved it amply that this was 
no (liikt Many people had thought 
ho would liiin out to be another 
Vijay Amnlraj I remember in 1973 
John Newcombo had written an article 
that Viiay was the most promising 
voungstci around, followed by Borg 
and Connors While the other two 
have reached then peak Vi}ay has 
faikci to do anything remarkable 

Piakish, with his determination 
and (Kinondous lighting ability, has 
showed that we can produce woild 
I h impions In our days, m football 
w( will the best in Asia, but 
Piakasli IS really our farst woild 
ihampum 1 <is an Indian, fee) proud 
ol him 

hi liidii, sportsmen do not gel pro 
per recogriilron, unless the sport 

ipp» IIS to b( populai We should 
in iki piop i puhlicilv of Piakash’s 
It liK VI 111 . ril so that we will be able 
to gi nil ate iMitlmsiasm among the 
yoiingti people and pieparo ourselves 
foi tho forthcoming Asian Games at 
Di Ihi 

Ramanathan Krlshnan: I was 

ixlrcnuly happy to read in the news 
papers that Piakash Padukone had 
beaten T leni Swic King to claim the 
AIlLngland Bicrminton title It is an 
achievement every Indian should be 
pioud ol 

1 do not ptrsonallv know Prakash 
vtry well but tiom what 1 have lead 
and h ard about him, it strikes nu 
that he is not only a very talented 
boy bul also a veiy d dicated, disa- 
plined and hatdwoi king sportsman 

When I was last m Patiala, Prakash 
was also thirc undei going some 
training and 1 was told by many 
people that he was a spoilsman out 
of thi ordinary who takes his tram 
irig and workouts very* sciiOusly 
Many people spoke about how disci 
plined Piakash is And I am a great 
btJievti 111 discipline for sportsmen, 
both on and off the couit In Pra 
hash’s case, it has paid rich dividends 

We must all not only be very happy 
foi Prakash’s remarkable recoid of 
winning the Swedish, the Damsh and 
the All-England titles, but many 
youngsters could learn many lessons 
from his success story. He is a model 
of dedication and discipline, with a 
good amount of hard work. I wish 
Prakash good luck to bring himself 
and his country many more laurels 

MARISH MUNWANI Hfiinhay 
AlOK DASCiUCTA C<ii< ulfd 
ASMOK KAMATH M idr 







PfskAsh h9d^ ".swijif^^,, 
tithing to his toonm^t* 
to pcncentrato on thmAU- 
Pngtopd ehomfifottihip* 
9iy9 0!P0 OHOSH ihiittns 
tfii^ptoioPrihi^. . 

M V TELEPHONE WAS OWtH 
order. It was the evinftti ef 
Sunduy, MeriA 23 and I wai (»§<, 
erly waitiaff «t my fetttwdiHeWi 
place to get the itews. - It<wes • 
quarter to eleven at night when I 
rang up a local newwaper oilee. 
Mr Sunil Bose, their wotrts EdttBV 
and himself a prominent heA^tp* 
ton player of yesteryear, plctcM 
up the phone. He only sedd: "Dlpii; 
It is incredible,*’ And 1 could Ml 
check my tears. 


What happens to be the dream 
of a lifetime for ell the aportamen 
in the world, has been 
by one of our boya 
done what no other «. 
done before. Hats qfi to 
on behalf of all the fo 
ininton players in India 


In last December Prakesh liad 
taken part in an invitettenal 
World C',up tournament at Kypto 
(Japan). Surprisingly, while pl^' 
CIS of lesser calibre like 
Slovens and Kevin Jolly . were 
among the seeds, Prakasb did not 
find any place. He also was nqt 
tuiiy At and lost to l<ieni.Bw 
King 12'1S, 6-15 iq the semi-finel 
Ilut this tournament helped Pre* 
hash a lot psychologiceUy. ' He 
realised that it was piufllEB to 
beat King. 

Jr fact, I have elwi 
Ptakaab.the only..player ii 
workl WhoMs caowm^^ 
lltng^ .He has n^ved tiie 
anjeed - petf«ctflni.jDf .t|» 
smi; Thdt'ineuis imj: ^ 
thd ;j^er bternh^ttohel 
:pmfhir.W^etemli 

-tMm'''’te>i1BR^ %iH 
id)li|tbe is l 
anyhcidyv - His.' fat 
game atretegy. iwe eb 

hfer^r. he " 

the Who > 

aiid netter. Merted . 

of Dedmhrk. is also-an' 
iag.’pkiyer but I don’t i 
niekifr the highest lev^ 
demri^gtiod. of Pvehi 
aKpcct, it <no IjwacM I . „ .. 
uuty..ttK(' g'real'. Ku(I^...Hi|rt 4 niw‘ 
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Hero 

comes 

home 

A ll the world loves a 

lov r But t«>day s maxim is 
all the woild loves a winiici as 
Piakish Padukonc must have 
lealiscd aftei he won the big one 
m badminton Yet when Prakash 
landtd in Bombay the reception 
he got was not as enthusiastic as 
the ont the Indian crickt t team 
Ud by Vc nkaliaghavaii got after 
they returned from Pngland The 
pity IS that while Venkils boys 
had lost Hu serus, Prakash now 
wore the tag of the unofficiaJ 
Woild champion 

My first glimpse of Prakash was 
as he came down the ramp Spoit 
ing a dark blu( chocked shirt 
and light blue corduroy jeans and 
the black India blazer, with his 
hair slightly ruftled and the prize 
cup held in biSr- fight hand, Pra 
kash walked down like a normal 
passenger His nosr was up in the 
air but he was down to earth in 
his d-'^meanoui By no means was 
he proud or snooty 

On the tainiac there were a few 
airhne and airpoit ofhcials As 
they burst out mio applause. Pra 
kash raised the cup to the sky. All 
his fans, family iiu rnbers and 
filends were wilting at the air 
port lounge I asked him how he 
felt He replied "I am feeling 
buoyant except lhat I am extreme 
ly tired But 1 am surviving for the 
moment thank you Ihis flight was 
delayed by half an hour which 
means I have been travelling foi 
14 hours As it is I haven’t slept 
much aftei winning the trophy ’ 

Prakash entered the airport and 
the first person that greeted him 
was his w f( to hr Ujalla Inslincl 
ively the girl closr d her eyes thev 
embraced each other and Piakash 
planted a kiss on hir right cheek 
This took the photograplu r s pre 
aent coir.pkttly by surpiise So 
they requested Piakash to lepeat 
the act Prakash was only too glad 
The reason he couldn’t kiss hei 
on the left chrek was that she had 
sonic bruises under her left eye 
because of a re amt rar accident 
Next Prakash hugged his sister 
PadmiTii Somehow Padmini pie 
feircd to ixmain in the back 
ground One imagines this coipcs 
quite naturallv to the Padukonc 
family 

Then there was the usual pit? 
sentalion of garlands and bou 
guet^ The Pi css wanted to talk to 
Prakash who icadiiy agreed. He 
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fact that . 

ed to spend t,n,e I’,?''® W‘*nt 
to him he magna^rnA *^“®® «tose 
'»®'”‘«rs jaljced 

®"®ther ie»en 
*''®s «t hand at the**” **‘"tminio.. 
«-«uJate thi ySSn^P^t to con 
tact, irrespective nf .1. t^amp. In 
H-mm ^tahash always” I?'!?*' 

y^itn and rr^acc. «ad thai 

faa He commuSed™'H 
Plate strangers as rf if‘'u*^'‘*> “m- 

them for ytus ,n hnown 

port oftciaIs "as^rn?H' ‘h® a? 
ordinates, “You *"« sub 

hoy who has won the ***•“ ^"<*<an 
minton title he« bad 

cial said. “is^fch®r®’' The oft 
shook hands with Proinpt 
stranger thinking^t'L.f “nipleu 
fo much for our Prakash 

and awareness of wh^f c P^idc 

t'-hasn pao.n.^ , o, , 

now regular round 0^^^ ^he I 
Outside, he wa« » 

niorQ than a hn Sf^^cted oy iirj I 

of them werete'Jl.rr® 

and assumed th n” ^ curiosity I 
®'‘®‘®t was retuX- I 

A Word about th^ I 

®J*hteen inches^ hf?e „ 

most ordinary rt f***! looks aJ | 
^ames on It W ,i*if few 

you win It til ei "’at If ' 

times you can kee^it T^f^'tivo k 
‘ono had pocket^ .1 Hai h 

ack That explajn, the years I h 

names But ohvm^ 1 *"® Pauaty of I 
and tiaditjon that rn^iL^ ^ I 

Z!° "■ “» iMmiJL “ I j 

HARESH MUNWANI Bombay 

^ MUKESH PARPIAN, L _ 
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Prakash talks to the Press 




Sportsworld Special 


Allan Border's lest 


GUL HAMEED BHATTI 

T he ending of the final 

Pakistan-Australia Test match at 
Lahore’s Qaddafi Stadium waa mwe 
comical than the one at Faisalabad 
but it was a happy onp for Pakistan 
who ensured that they emerged win¬ 
ners of the three-Test rubber by vir¬ 
tue of the sole victory achieved in 
the first aame at Karachi. It was 
Pakistan’s first ever series win over 
Australia in any Test rubber, at 
home or abroad, if one doesn’t consi¬ 
der their nine-wicket victory In the 
only Test match played at Karachi 
in 1956-57 when Australia first visi¬ 
ted this part of the world. 

On the final afternoon of the La¬ 
hore Test. Pakistan's younR captain 
Javed Miandad adapted the ^me 
tactics as GrejK Chappell’s at Faisala- 
bad, by asking his wicket-keeper to 
have a g;o at the Aussies in the role 
of a bowler and ke^ wickets him¬ 
self. There was quite a bit of clown¬ 
ing and antics on the field as the 
Test match dragaed itself towards 
an inevitable draw. Though these 
stunts were thoroughly enjoyed by 
the almost capacity crowd, the big¬ 
wigs in the pavilion and the Board 
enclosures frowned with disapproval. 
Taslim Arif, naturally having his 
fust bowl in Test cricket, tried to 
iiiiitalo Dennis Lillee— though not in 


speed but in every other manner— 
by taking starts from near the sight 
screen and on one occasion falling to 
the ground with a thud and then 
writhing with agony, hiaking mock 
gestures of being in great pain. It 
was all in good humour. Then Taslini 
thrilled all by claiming the wicket of 
all-rounder Graeme Beard who skied 
a catdi to substitute fielder Sultan 
Rano when only one short of his 
first Test fifty. 


Azhar Khan, playing in his first Test 
match, also claimed a wicket when 
Australian batting hero Allan Bor¬ 
der pissed an off-break and Javed 
Mianaad stumped him swiftly to 
make his first dismissal in the role of 
a wicket-keeper. 

Pakistan and Australia entered the 
thira ana tmai Test of tne senes at 
Laaure witn the home side icaaing 
by onc-mi. Tnere had been overnight 
rams in Luhore when the lest siarted 
on Marcn ii ana ttUTe was some 
duupt over the availability of the 
fast bowling spearheaa Imran Khan, 
ihe visiting manager, Fred Bennett, 
had taikeO ol the possibility of ofi- 
break bowler Ashley Mallelt being 
ruo'hed over from Austiaua to rein¬ 
force the team’s spin department. 



Majid Khan—*Man of the Series' 


for Paki,stan 

A question mark also hung on the 
fitness ot o^nnis Liilcc. Ine great 
Aussie pace oowier, who had gone 
wicKetie^ at Karachi and F'aisalabad. 
had been earned off the held scream¬ 
ing with pain on the eve of the Test 
maten while having nets with ins 
team. He seemed to nave pulied a 
mu^cie in the tnigh and it was being 
said that the might miss the game at 
Lahore. Later, t^th the ploys of the 
visitors were revealed as a bluff to 
catch the Pakistanis off guard. Ma- 
llett had never been invited and 
there was nothing wrong with Lillee. 
Fortunately, the Pakistanis managed 
to see through the hoax and were 
not fooled. 

Two wickets had been prepared by 
Che board authorities, side by side at 
the (Jaoaan btaoiuiu. One was a hne. 
green-top. the oiiier, shorn of ail 
grass and almost as smooth os the 
Faidalabad strip. On the afternoon of 
the day before the scheduled start 
of the Test, it was decided that the 
match will be piaycd on the muddy 
pitch. The Pakistanis wero not taking 
i»ny chances. They had c'ounted upon 
Lillee b(hng ht to play and were 
cerUiniy not giving the Australians 
cHinditions which would favour them. 

Lillee was “declared” fit on the 
moimug of the lest match while 
Imran, too. passed the hfness Test 
after having missed the Faisalabad 
encounter. The Australian side rc^ 





PADMA B HUS AN FOR GAVASKAR 



SuTiil Gava.^kiir, srrn above with Mother Torrsa, W(ls aivarded the I'adma Btius hiiTi 111 (1 simple hut tryiprf.s'S'trr ecre- 
ritony at thr Rce hl rntKiU Bluiraji (m March 22 In the tnscl, the Prnsuienl, Mr Sanje^n-a Reddy, shovm pinninq 
the nuptial on Gavaskar. hicuJerUoUy, the fliQht that took Gavaskar bark to Bombay tfu* same niqhl was deloyrd 
(iNU r.'ar/irri Bombay only at four in thf> rnoi'n'mq Less than vu: later, Gavoskxir was on the cricket field 

aqairi, playing for Nirlon tn the Fhines shiebP 


nidineU uucliaii^’ed but Pakistan 
bui'ii^hl in two new plavcib. besides 
Inn an who replaced ^<ritc^haln-ud• 
dm. Uut-of-tonn llaioon Rustiid and 
/Cdlu'cr Abbdiy weie droppK*d and 
lest caps were awarded to Aznidt 
Hana, 30, who is a younger brother 
oi lormei Teil ericketer vShafqat, 
and to Azhar Khan, 24, who wa^ cap¬ 
tain of the Pakistan under-lO side 
which wont to England in 1974. A/- 

mat. a left-hander, had plundered the 
AiiSsSie attack in the opening three- 
day game at Rawalpindi with a hurri¬ 
cane 82 for the President’s XI while 
Azhar had strengthened his Test 
claim having hit a swift 100 for the 
Puiiiab Governor’s XI against the 
Australians in the match at Multan 
just before the Lahore Test. 

T he sky was completely 

overcast, the majestic Oaddafi 
Stadium outfield sported a beautiful 
green and the crowd was building 
up steadily when Javed Miandad and 
Greg Chappcdl went out for the toss. 
Chappell made it a hat-trick as he 
called conecllv once again and with¬ 
out any hesitation decided to bat 
first. 

The Australian opening pair batted 
comfortably to put up 50 runs on 
the board before an innocuous-look¬ 
ing delivery from olT-spinner Tauseet 


bruohed Bruce Laird’s slumps lightly 
and the bails fell olf. Kim Hughes 
was romprehtnsivelv beaten by lett- 
anner Iqbal Oasim and was bowled. 
The wicket, in spite of the heavy con¬ 
ditions which resembled an English 
summer, seemed to be partially 
favouring spin and both Tauseef and 
Iqbal managed to turn the ball on 
occasions, but Wiener and skipper 
Chappell batted comfortably making 
tli-e bowling look friendly. The two 
added 03 runs in only 82 minutes for 
the third wicket. Chappell making 56 
of them, before Imran Khan trapped 
the latter leg-before. 

Yallop was also found plumb in 
front as nno from Iqbal Oasim rap¬ 
ped him on the pads. Marsh w^as 
bowled trv'ing a big hit off the left- 
arm spinner and then Iqbal claimed 
his fourth wicket bv clean biiwling 
Julien Wiener who was unlucky to 
miss his maiden Test hundred by 
only seven runs. Wiener, who had 
batted authoritatively for almost five 
hours hit two sixes and 10 fours in 
his 93. 

Graeme Beard, phiving in his third 
Lon.scculive lest since making his 
debut at Karachi, then joined Allan 
Bolder to st'o Australia to 23f} G bv 
the days end. This was the highest 
total dchic\ed by the visitors on the 


opening dd\ of an\ ot the three Test 
in<i1('hes. 

Only one more wicket came Pakis¬ 
tan’s way oii the second day. It was 
the one of Beard who sttive<l at the 
Cl ease lor over two and-a-half hours 
lielping boixler add 80 runs tor the 
seyenth wii.ket. Bolder was at his 
best lotting self He leaciicd his 
fifty early m the morning and ham¬ 
mered all the buwler.s while Beard 
sio<k1 at the other end without niuk- 
ing his presence felt. The two, how- 
e\fi, played it safe, and sumved the 
peiiod till the lunch break. 

Beaid wa.s then declared leg-before 
wicket off Imran Khan who bowled 
a really fiery spell with the second 
new ball. Border was joined bv 
Rav Bright. The left-handcHl Border 
readied his fourlb le-st century 
a Her 319 minutes at the crease 
When in the eighties, he had lifted 
lau.secf twice out of the ground. 
Me then struck Iqbal Oasim foi foq/i' 
to I each his huiulrcsd. Bright gaVe 
him admirable support and 11)9 runs 
were added to the scoi‘e of 298-7 
taking it to 407. Border raced to his 
third fiftv ol the innings in only 67 
minutes and when he rcviched 130 
('393 minutes. 16 fours, 2 .sixes) Cha¬ 
ppell applied the closure Btight re 
mained unbeaten t<x)—his 26 bi-ing 
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hts highest in Test cricket Iqbal 
Qasim was Pakistan's most success- 
hil bowler taking 4*90 

Left with 40 minutes batting be 
fore the close Pakistan began 
brighth witb Taslun smashing 31 of 
the T7 scoicd foi the opening st^nd 
But then one ball fiom left-aimer 
Bright 1 tally turned and Taslim was 
snapped b\ Marsh behind the sturnp<i 

Nighlwatchman Iqbal Oasmi pulled 
<^ho fust bah he recened for four but 
Mudasaai Nizir (btitting with onl\ 
three to his iiaim) told him to res¬ 
train himself and play tho last two 
delivcnes safely Pakistan were 42 1 
whrn Stumps were diawn tor the 
second day 

nmisdav was a rest day and the 
match was to resume on Friday 
which Ls obseived as the weekly holi 
da\ in Pikistan instead of Sunday 

R ain afffcted the third 

day s pld> befoie lunch Some 
time was lost due to a light dr^z 2 le 
but the plaveis quickly returned 
Between lunch and tea however 
theie was heavier rain A total of 66 
minutes were lost during the day 
The Pakistanis batted attractively 
their first fifty coming m only 49 
minutes off 12 osers The hundred 
was registered in 125 minutes and 
the third fifty took only 58 minuter 
Another 67 minutes saw the 200 
mark being posted on board But 
all this seemed meaningless as three 
days were jione with only the first 
Australian innings having been com 
p*eted Pakistan wer^ 224-5 at the 
thud day’s end still 183 runs behind 
the Msitors 

There was a patient innings of 59 
by Muddssar Nazar, who opened the 
innings this time after having been 
relegated to the middle-order at 
Karachi and taisalabad His was a 
sensible knock and he looked the leal 
opeiui that he is playing with his 
head down and allowing his partners 
to take strike for most of the time 
thus enabling them to play their 
stiokes The gem of the day was 
le1t-.hiandcd Azmat Rana s innings of 
49 In his unblemished first knock 
in Test cricket, he banged eight 
fours and stayed 102 nun ites to get 
them It was an impressive innings 
and eanied the plaudits of everyoni 
including those of Keith Miller who 
wis in Pakistan on a spccidl invita 
tioii from Paksitan television A/inat 
lost his patience lUSt before luiuh 
when he tried to steer Beaid through 
the gully getting a thick edge instead 
Chappell made no mistake m the 
slips For the seam bowlei Beaid il 
was the first Test wicket 

Lillee had ea'rlier captured hi* first 
lest wicket of the tour when Iqbal 
Qasim edged one to Marsh behind the 
stumps Lillee latei got Mudassar 
too caught by Yallop at mid-off Javed 
Minndad didn’t stay very long a.s 
Mai<:h snapped him off Bright for 14 
VVasim Hai.i and Maild Khan then 
t4>ok the score from 177-5 to 224 
w thout any further loss 
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Iqhat Qastm—niosi successful 

Pakistcm bowler 


FOUATH DAY BELONGED 
* to Majid Khan, who batted in 
all his majesty once again Wasim 
Raja (53) left him at 270 Azhar 
Khan, m his debut Test, ^aped well 
hooking furiously and cutting magoi 
ficently, but he too went back when 
bowled by Bright for 14 to make the 
score 299-7. Majid was joined by his 
cousin Imran Khan, and the two 
made light of the Australian bowling 
The fifty of the partnership came in 
only 59 minutes and the hundred 
came m less than two houis 


Imran batted belligcienlly and hit 
three massive sixes, two of them into 
the crowd. Majid was m his element 
at the other end. He batted as flu 
ently as ever, leaving his home 
crowd a demonstration of his best 
batting There were the la/v late 
glances, the almost effortless cuts 
and the majestic drives His 110 not 
out took 282 minutes included 14 
fours, and was the gieal Pakistani's 
first Test hundred in Lahore He has 
now taken his tally of lest centuiies 
to eight Imran’s 56 was only bis se 
cond 50 in Test cricket After 29 
Tests, he now needs only 21 runs to 
achieve the double of 1,000 runs and 
100 wickets in Test cricket 

Majid and Imian created a new 
record with their llO-run eighth 
wicket stand erasing the earlier one 
of 56, scored by Mushtgq Mohammad 
and Saleem Altaf in the 197273 Syd 
ney Test against Australia for the 
same wicket. 

Javed Miandad applied closure al 
the fall of Sarfiaz’s wicket when Pak> 
istan’s score was 420 for nine. Thus 
Pakistan led by 13 runs. Hay Biigbi 
took 5-172 in a marathon bowl of 5b 


overs, Lillee got 3-114 whilo Beard 
claimed the remaining one wicket 
for 26 runs 

Austraha began their second ihnr 
mgs 25 minutes before the tea in- 
teival and Imran howled a sensatiom 
al spell of fast bowhng Through 
sheer speed he claimed two wickets 
in three balls as Mudassar and Iqbal 
took brilliant catches m the shps 
and Austidlid were reeling at seven 
for two Laird and Chappell then 
thwarted the Pakistanis’ designs by 
batting stubbornly and the day end¬ 
ed with the Australians at 64 2. The 
match seemed destined to end in a 
draw. 

A total of 327 runs were made on 
the final day and the Australians 
batted authoritatively through 
out the three sessions Laird achieved 
his first lest fifty of the tour while 
Chappell got his second of the match 
But Boidci stole the show with ano 
ther supeib display of batsmanship 
He scored much moie swiftly than in 
the first innings and his knock of 153 
took only 209 minutes While on his 
way to join the select band of cri 
cketers with a century in-each innings 
of a Test match he lotted five sixes 
and hit 16 exquisite fouis His 150 
not out and 153 jn the Lahore Test 
give him a tally of 395 luns in the 
three Test rubber at a massive ave¬ 
rage of 131 66 But Majid Khan, who 
played only two innings m the three 
Tests, returned with a batting average 
of 199 He bad hit 89 at Karachi, 
didn’t bat at Faisalabad and hit 110 
not out at Lahoic Taslim Arif, too, 
had a baflmg average of over hund¬ 
red (102 33) with his 307 luns which 
included that brilliant 210 not out 
at laisalabad 

Border and Beard added 134 runs 
for the seventh wicket In only 106 
minutes It was a new record, beat 
mg the one of 117 by Keiry O’Keeffe 
and Rodney Marsh for the same wi 
cket established against Pakistan at 
Adelaide m 1972-73 

lUS ENDED A SERIES WHICH 
aftk'i the Karachi thriller, set 
new records m boredom The Aus 
tialians weic not totally satisfied by 
the conditions and Javed Miandad 
didn’t impiess much as a ^.captain, at 
least m the Lahore Test However, 
Chappell and manager Bennett didn’t 
offei any excuses for the defeat and 
the Pakistanis were obviously thril¬ 
led The tour was not without con¬ 
troversies. the condition of wickets 
at dll three Test centres being cri¬ 
ticised by all quarters at one time or 
the other 

Allan Border was the deserving 
winner of the Rs 5000 ‘Man of the 
Match’ awaid at Lahore Greg Chap 
pell and Majid Khan were richer by 
Rs 10,000 each being declared ‘WlUa 
men of the series' from the two sides. 
Wills, the makers of the Wills brand 
of cigarettes, had awarded Rs 3S.OOO 
to outstanding players in the three 
Test series. 
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crosses 
5,000 mark 

(T^N MARCH 18, 1980, THE 

La Australia’s third 

and final Test against ihe Pakls< 

Stephen 

batsman 

m T'oSt history to cross he 5000- 
run mark. Only four other Austral* 
jans, including his brother Ian. 
have achieved the feat. 

The full list of those who have 
crossed 5000 runs includes eight 
^-i^Iaod (Hutton, Hammond, 
Hobbs, Barrington, Edrich, Comp- 


^cott and Cowdrey), five 
t (Bradman. Harvey. 

Greg Chappell) 

(SoheJ? ®^K** 

(Sobers, Kanbai) and Indlu 
^avaskar, Vishwanath). No bats¬ 
man from Pakistan and New 
Zealand have got that far 

Greg Chappell has so far appear¬ 
ed in 60 Tests, scoring 5065 rans 
(average S&OS), which include^l? 
CTnlurjes. His highest score is 247 
not out, which he made against 
New Zealand at Wellington in 1973- 
following are Greg Chap- 
pells complete figures up to the 
Lahore Test: (Order—Tests, in- 

nings, not out, runs, highest score 
avera ge, 100s, 50s and Os So 
107, 15, 5065, 247, 55.05, 17, 23, &. 

It must be mentioned hens that 
Greg Chappell could not have cros¬ 


sed the 50^ mark, had he not b^n 
recalled, along with the other WSC» 
Players, to the Australian Test 
team. In 1977, when he was 28, 
Grog Chappell iiad announced his 
retirement from Test cncKet after 
Australia, led by him, lost the 
Ashes Mike llrcarley's team. 
In that, the first phase of his Test 
he had scored 4097 runs in 
then again, had he 
played Test cricket betweeh 1977 
and 1979*60 (when he returned to 
fcead Australia against West Indies 
and England in the twin home 
senes), he could have reached the 
milestone much earlier. 

Chappell, who now hopes to play 
for a few more years, should not 
take very long to race to the 6000- 
mark. 

ranjitkumar ghose 





'We lost 
to the 
wickets' 

Said Fred Benett Manager 
of the Australian team to 
Pakistan, when Haresh 
Munwani met the Austra¬ 
lian team in Bombay on 
their way back home. 

LOSING SIDE IS MORE OFTEN 
than not a ^dispirited lot. The 
players wear grim expressions and 
can be rather short-tempered. And 
one is not shocked if they say 
sour things. So why should Greg 
Chappell's Australians be different? 
They had lost the series to Pakistan 
and things just hadn’t gone their way. 
One imagines the effect of their de¬ 
feat assumed great proppHions be¬ 
cause they were firm favourites to be 
the winners, what with Pakistan hav¬ 
ing earlier lost to India. ChappelPs 
Aussies spent a few hours in Bom- 
hay on their return jonrney and tend¬ 
ed to keep very much to themselves. 
Some of them preferred not to talk 
to each other. 

This was in sharp contrast to our 
earlier meeting when the Aussies 
were on their way to Pakistan. That 
time they were jovial. Kim Hughes 
and D'*nnis Lil>e had agreed to talk 
immediately. But thla tiam ftMlhea 
Ray Briffht, the only Atistralian bowl 
m Pakistan, doums for the camera i 



Bennett —7 was misquoted in Pakis^ 
ton’ 


said grumpily: *T am not supposed 
to give interviews to the Press,” 
while Dennis Lillee confined himself 
to the pages of Robert Lndlniii’s 
”The Matarese Ciido”. 

The players looked jaded. Rod 
Marsh summed up the situation 
accurately when he said: ”We are 
waiting to get home.” Incidentally, 
Marsh was the only one who was in 
a good mood but the fact that all 
his colleagues were down in the 
dumps did seem to dampen his en¬ 
thusiasm. 

As for Greg Chappell he was a 
little irritable. He put up his hands 
and said: have had enough of 

cricket. It's the last thing I want to 
talk about. But you are welcome to 
talk to the manager. I am sorry, but 
please excuse me.” 
who saw some amount of success 
ider the approvinq eye of lAllee 





Lillee and Chappell^'Sorry no intcr- 
view' 


Most of the Australians read books 
to pass the time. Chappell read Leon 
Uris' *‘QB VII” while M.ck Malone 
browsed through Ludlum’s ’The 
Gemini Contenders”. 

Fred Bennett, the manager of the 
side, aftreed to talk. He started by 
saying: ”It was an interesting tour, 
though we were disappointed with 
the results. In the only Test maidi 
where a decision was obtained, the 
Pakistanis played better. On that 
Karachi trade they were better equip¬ 
ped than us. They had three spinners 
while we had only one. But there was 
no denying that the pitch was under- 
prepared. The pitches for the second 
and third Test matches were absolute 
batting paractises. You couldn't have 
got a result on them in ten days, 
they were that lifeless. But the most 
important thing for us was that we 
had bridged the gap. You sse this was 
the first Australian side to visit 
Pakistan since 1964 — that is after 
a period of 16 years. Anyway, things 
have improved and we should have 
another series in 1982.” 

Dennis Lillee, their main bowler, 
was wicketless in the first two Tests. 
What was the reason ? Bennett re¬ 
plied: ’Those pitches were lifeless. 
Graveyards for bowlers. Why only 
blame Lillee? Even Sarfraz and 
Imran didn’t get many wideets. So 
also Dymodc. It was the *spinners 
who got the wickets. Dymock was 
telli^ me that, comparatively, wick¬ 
ets in India had a good bounce and 
there was something in them for tte 
bowler. Geoff should know, because 
he was very successful in your coun¬ 
try. Pitches should be fair to both 
batsmen and bowlers.” 

There was a lot of controversy dur¬ 
ing the second Test after the Austral¬ 
ians bad requested that there should 
be play on the rest day as the first 
day's game was washed oed by rain. 
The Pakistanis refused on the ground 
that it was not in the terms of the 
playing condtUous. Beiuielt explain¬ 
ed: ’^We were very keen to win. 
ThaPs why we suggested it Unfo^ 
itunately» they didn^ see it that 
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wav ” But had things been the other 
way around, would the Aussies have 
agieed ’ Bennett said^ rather uncon¬ 
vincingly, “yes “ 

Another i> 2 inark that had caused 
eyebrows to he laised was when 
Bennett had said that in his report 
to his board, he would recomnnend 
that the next time they have a series 
the Australian Boatd should send 
groundsman to prepaie the wickets in 
Pakistan* Bennett retorted. “It was a 
classic case of being misquoted 
Actually what had happened was 
that we were having a discussion on 
neutral umpiring when, in good 
faith, mind you. I made a flippant 
comment that we should have neut¬ 
ral curators Now this was twisted 
around and the end result was ex¬ 
tremely painful ” 

The Australians played very few 
games outside Test matches. Also 
they had just one build-up game be¬ 
fore the senes commenced, Was it 
enough acclimatisation for his play- 
eis’ Bennett said. “My players felt 
that It had been a long season. First 
we visited India Next the West 
Indies and Englishmen came over and 
now we were visiting Pakistan So the 
boys wanted to play as few games as 
possible. Incidentally, before the 
loui commenced 1 visited Pakistan to 
examine the Test centres and the 
general prevailing conditions. It was 
I who suggested thp actual schedule 
of the matches we played/' 

Is it the end of the road for Zaheer ? 
Bennett opined “As long as you arc 
not getting runs vou can’t hope to be 
in the team But I am very sure Asif 
Iqbal and Zaheer will stage a come¬ 
back They are too good to be out of 
the game.” 

Going on to India's proposed tour 
ot Australia later this year, Bennett 
said “During the Lahore Test I had 
discussions with the Maharaja of 
Baroda in connection with India’s 
visit. I have submitted a programme 
of matdies to be played I can’t dis¬ 
cuss this further” I remember 
Brearley telling me that too many 
one-day games didn’t allow his key 
players to get into the rhythm. Was 
the programme for India going to be 
the same os it was in the previous 
season ? Bennett said: ‘^We are experl- 
menting. Both India and Australia 
aren*t too good at one-day games like, 
let’s saVr the West Indies or England. 
I feel both our countries roust make 
an honest endeavour to do better In 
limited-over games.” 

While the whole team was going 
back to Australia, Bennett was on his 
way to the Barbados in West Indies 
The reason; “The West Indies Board 
asked me to come over because they 
want to know what has happened in 
Pakistan. They are to go there in 
November, So they wanted to consult 
me before agteelng to the playing 
condltlona” 

Pix. MUKESH PARPIANI 



PROFILES IN ENNVl' Snapped aiihe transU lounge of ihe Bombau 
import are (eiockmue from left) Ray Bright resting his bmbs, Yallop 
playmg patience: hUee reeding hudtam*e *Matwrese Circle^; Marsh yawn 
ing: Border, too. mmersed in novel and LtUee opening his Mq mouth. 
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Test 


pi. TH6 FAI^I^ABAD test. OliBO CBATWtL, TAB 
»*. Australiaa capUin>. soojred 235 and h|$ Pwistani 
counterpart J«««4 Mtandad reuiteiited oo^ otrt tetni IQA. 


was alte the tbircl time when hap tltem hit a oenturr 
and the <Alier one a doohle oeaUiQr^ 

' The fottowtnc is a caemplete hat of captaiaa dolnil 


tim same feat: 

Rttaa 

Toot 

Groaad 

Yoar 

H. W* Taylor (S. Africa) 
J. W. H. T. DouglOB 

109 

Flrot 

Burbatt 

19I9-14 

(Enidand) 

A. P. E. (^apman 

119 




(England) 

W. U. WofkdfUli 

121 

Socond 

IdDrd'a 

1990 

(Australia) ^ 

165 




W. R. HaoMDond 
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IsOrd'a 

'1938 

D* C. Bradman (Auatralla) 108 n.o. 




A. ICalvUle (S. Africa) 
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Fifth 

JDurban 

1938 39 
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J. R. Raid (ft, Xiiii»pd) 

R. R.-l>«st«r <XRaiand} 

R. R< SOnpMe (Auidralla; 

a. S. Sobeni <W. tndt**) 
M. C* Qawdrey (Bngland) 

; W. M. Lawry (AiistralUi> 

^ S. Sobers (W. Indies) 

' Q. S. Sobeis (Wc Indies) 

B. B. Gongdon 
<K. Zealana) 

U. Kanhsi (W. Indies) 

1. M. ChappeJl lAustrslin) 

1. M. Chappell (Anstraiis) 

B. &■ Congdcm 
(N. Zealand) 

S. M. Gavaskar rIndia) 

A. I. KaJlIcharran 

(W. Indies) 

G. S Chappell (Australla) 
Jayed Mlandad (Paklsun) 
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tim- '■■ 
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VENEET KUMAR AGARWAL 


600 and over 


if 


A TOTAL OF 600 AND MORE RUNS IN A TEST 
inninas was s^rad only 44 times mit 876 Tests 
played till the Faisalabad Test - 


Australia head the list with 16th time wfaldi they 
achieved in the Faisalabad Test This was alaa the fint 
occasion when over 600 rants were, scored doi' 
Pakistan soil. The previous best was 561^ for aiae de> 
dared by Pakistan against England In 1972*73 at' 
Hyderabad. 


England and West Indies Jointly follaw Australia 
with 11 over 600 runs each to their credit While 
England did it for the first time against Australia 
way back in 1928-29 at Sydney (636), the Caribheam* 
first came only in 1948-49 at Bombay against ImEg 
(629 for six declared). England, however, hold the 
world record aggregate of 903 for seven declared 
versus Australia in 1933 at The Oval. West Indies' bc^ 
was 790 for three declared against Pakistan in 1957*53 
at Kingston. The same innings saw G. S. Sobers hitting 


an unbeaten 365 — still the highest individual score in 
Tptst history. 

Pakistan have scored 600 and more runs three times, 
theh- highest being 675 for ei^t dedaihd versus West 
. Indies at Bridgetown In 11^*^ In this im^igs ISenif 
Mohammad hatted Im 376 .mishRes -- the IMiiMt: 
innings a..T6it ctlabeter.' 

While lloidh Africa have twine exceeded 606 tuns 
(their highest being 622) for nine' dedared agehw 
Australia at Durban in 1969-70) Um 644 for seven de*. 
dared agsidsl West Indies at Kanpur in 1978*79 was 
the only ocessiun when Indie gdiievdd the fetf. . 

The folloudAg is the hst of AddlM^* W 
runs in Te« hl^ry; . '■ 

■ ' -Sm ' 


m tof ((<v«ci 
729 for 6 deel 
701 

m 

6T4 

m 

eOF for S decl 
660 lor 8 dec! 
’ 050 for 6 dei l 
046 
<19 
017 
Q(H 

001 for 8 
0Qi> for 9 clecl 
000 


VO Wool lodl-^o 
VO ISugltwd 
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o« India 

VO Wool Indtoo '! 
YO England 
vn Eiigloitfl 
vn 'Wool Ifulion 
VO Bpglftfict 

va Weal Indtao 
VO Pokiffitan 
VO England 
VO W4*ol tndlw 
VO Wont IndSeg. 
VO BnglODd ' . ' 
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News: National 


CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 
TRANSFERS 

'Twas 
cloak 8- 
dagger 
stuff 

SARAJIT DEB 

M arch 7, i980 lo pm room 
No 524 ot the I ion City lloti \ 
Singapore A gentle tap on the duoi 
The occupant of the room was paniu' 
up and down impatnntly waiting foi 
sonic j> ople Ihc door half opens 
The occupant is ovcrioycd lo see his 
visitors but controls his emotion with 
great tftort The visito s are let in 
The door is clos d ogai t 



The characters aie well known fig 
urts of fndian footfeiH Ihc above 
scene constituted one of the many 
instances in the action packed soccer 
transfer drama that took place re 
cenlly Nev<^r before did the tension 
of the annual drama leach such a 
height And the temporary sh fting 
of the action to Singapore lent th'’ 
whole affaii an unprccc'dented inter 
national colour Ihe onlire stoiy full 
of mystery and intrigue and in tlo 
way less than a James Hadley Chase 
or an Alls*air Maclean thriller is pre 
sented here 

To re tell the story, one must go 
back to the month of June 1979 
when Surojil Si ngupti the acc I ist 
Bengal star was the centre piece of 
a bitter inti rnal wrangle in the 
Cast Bengal Club 

The trouble began fioin the day 
the Calcutta league started Mihir 
Boso was going through a bad patch, 
but the coach insisted on playing him 
In the team Some say that there was 
pressure from his players to includ*'* 
him One person claims he heard 
Monoranjan Bhattacharyya and Bhas 
kar Ganguli telling a cluh official that 
they would not play unless Mihir was 
included in the team. 

Matters came to a head in East 
Bengal’^ match against Eastern Rail 
way. East Bengal were stiuggling 
and there was a constant demand 
from the membership gallery to re¬ 
place Mihir Bose, who was not play¬ 
ing well. Midway through tho second 
half, Mr Paresh Saha, tho football 
^ crclary requested the coach. Aroon 


hjoiirmoy Sengupta—leader of opera 
Ltons 

Ghosh, to take off M hir The East 
Bengal coach turned it down The 
club’s general secretary, Nishith 
Ghosh suddenly lushcd to the spot 
and almost ordered the coach to re 
place the player This appeared to be 
too much for Aroon Ghosh, who got 
up to leave the giound Some of the 
foimer players and officials, sitting 
on the sidelines, stopped him from 
doing so 

Wh le all this was happening 
Mihir su d nly came out of th^ 
giound, pulled off his shirt and 
siaitcd moving towards th'* dressing 
loom But Aroon Ghosh Subhas 
Bhowm fk and a few others sent 
Mihii b ick to the fi( Id 

Mihii Idtir a^ktd for pardon from 
the club officials as well as from the 
support rs He admitted that he did 
not know how he look such a rash 
step He was so dissatisfied with his 
pertormanoe, that he thought he was 
not fit lo wear the club’s colours, so 
he decided lo leave the field 

Meanwhile, a group in the club 
headed by former club strongman, 
Hr N Das, which had lost the last 
general election, started pressurising 
the club authorities to take action 
against the players It was then that 
Suropt came in the forefront It 
was alleged that he had a soft corner 
for Dr DasN gioup A strong rumour 
gained ground that Surojit would be 
suspended from tho club on disci¬ 
plinary grounds 

Matters somewhat subsided when 
the Indian team left for the Middle 


tast in OctolK^r, to play some exhibi¬ 
tion matches under the captaincy of 
Pra»‘Un Ban^'^rjee Suroj t was iniured 
there and naturally could not partici¬ 
pate in the Coimbatore Nationals 
fully in December The team for the 
Pro Olvmpics was selected after the 
Nationals Surojit, for ^-ome reason, 
was not m the team. 

However, Surojit was very active 
then For all practical purposes, he 
had been suspended from the club 
He sought the help of Dr Das and 
some of his musculai assoaates 

Surojit had opened a dialogue with 
Mohammedan S'lorting, after be had 
learnt that he was no longer requir¬ 
ed by East Bengal Surojit, it is 
learnt felt insulUd and had no hesi 
tation in going over to Mohammedan 
Sporting, and taking most of the 
players along w th him Samaresh 
Choudhury is said to have extended 
a hand of fn ndship and the two 
then planned the whole affair 

Sensing that something was cook¬ 
ing Mr Jvotirmoy Sengupta. a well- 
wisher of the East Bengal Club, went 
to Bangalore, where the Indian team 
was undei going train ng be¬ 

fore leaving for the Singapore Pre- 
Olyrnpics tournament Mr ^en- 
gupta’s mission was to recruit new 
players and make sure that the play 
ers already m the team did not 
leave the club. 

He approached Prasun Banerjee. 
who told him that he would not de 
cide anything until he returned to 
Calcutta. But he reportedly paid an 
advance to Bhaskar and Shabbir. 
who assured him that they will stay 
in the team 

The scene shifted to Singapore, 
when suddenly one fine day, the 
Indian players found Surojit Sen¬ 
gupta had arrived with an offiaal of 
Mohammedan Sporting, someone 
called Tahir But he had not gone 
there as an ordinary person to watch 



Shhbbir—^oindmg Bombay linven ^7 
for shirt chongm 


v/Aif win ik# K 
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llic matches, he had 11,0110 in 
Ur capicity of a rcpoitri ol a Ben 
i^ih sports magazine which had not 
come out till then 

lie miiiaged to contact the play 
*’is of East B( ngal, naiiKb Shabbir 
/Ml, Bhaskar Ganguli, Monoranjan 
Bh ittacharya and Deviaj In the be 
ginning he had booked himself in 
anotlier hotel but when he found that 
the playi rs re stayincj at the lion 
City Hotel ht also moved in His 
mom number was 524 It was there 
that tht secret meetings took placx* 

OfNSNG THE DANGEK MR 
Jyotiimoy S ngupta and Mr 
Ghosh, the son of Fast Bengal’s gene 
lal secretary, Nishith Ghosh, flew 
over to Singapore m order to con¬ 
vince the players not to change col 
GUIS, and to explore tht chances of 
netting olhti playeis They m tnaged 
to contact th** Mohun Bagan playeis 
Prasun, MaiiasJ[l Bhattacluuya Xa\ 
ler Pius and Shyamal Ban ijcr but 
they could not get icioss to tlit Iasi 
Bengal playtis 

They came to know that Monoi in 
jan and Bliask<ir wcic slaying togc 
thci ill morn iiiiinbct bOI m th lion 
City Hotel WheiKMi tiny called 
whoever picked up Hit* phone told 
them that Bhaskai^dinJ Moiiurani in 
were not there (tlu n who was pick 
ing the phone?) Ihcy then told a 
lensman Ashis Das to rontatl tlu 
players foi them hut it was useless, 
foi the playeis wcio bent upon not 
meeting them 

Surojit’s stay in Singapore on the 
other hand, proved very fruitful fen 
h • was able to convince most ot the 
players to go along with him to Mo 
hanirncdan Sporting Rcuiising that 
they would not be able to kee.p then 
players, Mr Serigupta and his asso 
eiate offered lucrative offeis to the 
Mohun Bagan playeis But none o* 
the Mohun Bagan players commit 
ted themselves lobbing off Mi 
Senguptd with “let us go baek 
to Calcutta We’ll d cide then’’ A 
disappointed Mr Sengupta came 
baek on March 9 Siimiit followed 
the' ne xt day 

'Ihe Indian team was still in Singa 
pore meanwhil» and the drama 
liadn’t ended One day Monoianjan 
leecived a lolegiam stating that his 
mother was ill and tR should return 
immc'diately But the assistant coach 
Jar nail Singh, an e \ plave^r of Mohun 
Bagan told Monoranj in that the 
wire had nothing to do with his 
mother’s illness The lianstei season 
IS on, something must b^' wrong some 
where, and that is wliy the telegram 

AftDr the Pre Olympic tournament 
f]nishr»d on Mareh 12 the Indian 
team left for Indonesia to play a 
(ouplo of exh bilion matches But 
Monoranjan did not go He chose to 
come back to CateuUa Whon ht 
landed at the Madras Aiipoil he saw 
the new last Bengal eaptam Satyaiil 
Mitra along with some of the ofh 


Wonder 
that is 
Calcutta 
football 

L as I YEAR AN ASIROLOGER 
ot CeiUial CalaiUa predicted 
that Mohun Bagan would win the 
sonioi division soccer league title 
Ht stuck to his prediction even 
though on pap.T, East Bengal was 
the stionger team And Mohun 
Bagan did win the league honours. 

But perhaps even that astrologer 
—or any other for that matter— 
would not have dared make anv 



CnniUxm-iiudhxr—no more together 


foieeast about Calcutta’s annual 
soccer transfer Not only do the 
stai players themselves make the 
strangest possible moves—^it is as 
difficult to read their minds in ad¬ 
vance as it is to read a woman’s 

U appears nothing is unfair in 
love, war and soccer transfer. A 
player who might have some re¬ 
servations against a particular 
roach can r<.adilv lutnp to a club 
despite the coach’s presence there, 
as bi others 01 bosom friends part 
company and play for different 
clubs Really, this ‘transfer’ busi¬ 
ness wotks wonders It creates 
new gulfs as well as closes old 
ono*^ AJj Diis m kes Calcutta fooU 
ball what it is. For a trip through 
this Wonderland, read on. 

DILIP PALIT’S SWITCHOVER 
to East Bengal provided the anti- 
rhm.Dt of this year’s soeoer trans- 
fei. It was never imagined that 
DJip Avould don the colours of 
East Bengal because the person 
with whom he had clashed last 


rry^f 




year. P. K Raperfee, his coAdi, 
will be coaching East Bengal tms 
year Second, Diffp plays at lefC^ 
back a position tn which Ew 
Bengal have th'^ir skipper design 
n'»le S^tyapt MPra. So on March 
24 when D’lrp signei in favour of 
East B^mgah the soccer<«drggy 
public of Calcutta were non-nliii* 
sed Dilip had been practising 
with the Mohun Bagan players in 
the previous week and none of bis 
team-mates had an inkling as to 
what was in bis m nd. 


After signing for East Bengal 
Dilip said * ^‘I’m forced to leave 

the club that I {omed in 1975« and 
with that i’ll have to forget the 
{oys and sorrows I had during my 
<5tay- Last year, during the foot-, 
ball season, I was involved in soihe 
controversy with the club coach, 
F. K. Banrriec, for which I was 



forced to sit on the sidelines for 
most of the matches There was 
no proper settlom nt of the issue, 
for which Pradipda felt insulted 
and l*^ft the club I have no hesi- 
taHon in saying that I was mainly 
responsible for the d spute. 
Pradipda is my teacher and guar^ 
dian. I’m ashamed of being the 
cause of the unfortunate incMent, 
Todey, I r^'pent for my ihistake.” 


When P. K. Banerjee was asked 
about the transfer of Dihp, he 
said : “I’ve said it before ai d I’m 
saying it again, that i’ll never 
tolerate indisapbne. But (the 
Dilip Palit som'^rsault) this kind 
of thing has happened in my 
career many times. I took back 
Subhas Bhowm’ck, Gautdm Sarkar. 
when they were not wanted hv 
anybody, f do not like to hit some 
one when he is down. Dibp 
rame to me and asked me to for^ 
give him. I did. After alL he Ms 
doi ned rndia colours. 





wiiR Him the p»i 
staying on in the d 

pact of A»h{ 

^ ’^Their t 

me that they will be hada# a m 


«Uo »tey ta tte Club. Th« final 
terms aad agreement would be 
worked upon on the 25th*, AOuik 
related, "in the roeAntime, I got 

^ an offer from Mohun Began to 
in them. Mannsde (SaBen 
anna}’ came to me and asked^me 
to Join them. But at that time I 
did not give him my final word. 
I wanted to speak with the Mofaam* 
^mrting officials first*, he 

‘•ptt the 26th, thw took me to 
th^ president. Etfan Randertan 
f’l^.j*®.***^*’* ®*® J wanted, 
I told them that all that I .wanted 
wds what, 1 desen^—^ha cap¬ 
taincy. After all I was the ssidoro 
"jwt Phuw of the chih and ^ 
thought 1 should not be deprived 
the position this time (last pear 
1 wes to be made the captain, but 
wh»'the club officials told me 

S that.. they wanted to make Habibda 
? J, djd not protest.' for 

ter; alt, Habi^ is a very aenlor 
But they told me. point 
Mmskr ljpt. ln their dub &eri was 
im'i{Ud|L -. thing as seal 

seeiBU^the president was __ 

by .what; 1 said and they did not 
cdata^ .ime after that;: .Viell, I 
have'tto grtidges,'for-hlohuia Began 
is aViaajdi'bigger dub.and I.bad 


“n-.eflrtin 



-gsfydjU ' Mitra-«<wmpfiHMNimcl 
ftdnt Madras 

1 did. not even think of dianging 
' eolours, but. fete ordained other¬ 
wise. and t .Was forced to leave the 
isbib. T do nOt have any intention . 
of leaving my club. But, today, 1 
really miss Sudbir. He we> closest 
to me, and I don’t , know whether 
.1*11 be able to find someone that 
dose. The void that has been 
created w!B be very difficult to 
fill,*’ Gautam concluded. 

ANOTHSB OLD BOND WAS 
' Broken tbn season-r^that between 
bj^K^i Uabffi and Akbar. Moham- 
> 4Md Habib iolned Bast; Bengal in 
,1966. His brother Mohammad 
'Akbar came to Calcutta in 19T3 
when he Joined Mohammedan 
Sporting. 'That year Habib was 
with East Bengal and the next 
year, 1974, Akbar Joined East 
Bengal. The next year, 1975. tlwy 
bcdh went over to Mohammedan 
Sporting, ‘nat year, Mohammedan 
Sporting were bent upon winning 
the league because they wanted to 
prevent East Bengal from winning 
the league for six years and break 
. thair long-standipf reccwd. The 
. next year the two -brothers Joined 
Mohun Bagan and etu^ with the 
dub till 1978. In 1979, they, again 
- mgether, Joined Mohammedan 
' Sporting. But this ' year, Habib 
has Joined East Beogm, the dub 
.. sWUch brought' Mm fe Calcntta and 


..'Subhas ' Boy; *T Joined East 
Banfisl because l*ve got a better, 
diimce of being In the first team. 

. In Mohammedan Sporting. I bed-.', 
to compete with Sttrojitda (SuroJIt 
Sengupta}.’! Moneranjan Bhatta* 
charya: "i do not want to say an.V'- 
thing about the rumour that was 
spread that I was plamUttg to Join' 
Mohamnwdan Sporting. All that 
I have to say is that the players 
■ are all sane enough to make their 
own decisions, and 1 don’t think 
anybody can Influence the decision 
of anybody else. The other players 
did what they thought was best, 

I have nothing to say about them.’ 
Nasir Ahmedi ’’Nothing now." 
Tapan Das: "Let me play first.." 

Mohun Bagan had a smaller 
attendance, where only Compton 
Dutta; Pradip Choudhury, Ashok 
Chakravarty, Jagadtsh Ghosh and 
Bidesh Bose were present, the last- 
named looking fresh after his mar¬ 
riage which took place on March 
8. Is Compton Dutta the Mohun 
Bagan captain ? Said he : “I have 
not received a tetter to that effect, 
but I am the seniormost player In 
the team, so the question of .my 
leaving the dub did not i^se, 
even though I got better, offen 
from other chibs," 

In both the grounds a sizeable 
number of people watched the 
prooeedinga This was not expect¬ 
ed, as it was the very first day of 
this season’s practice. The East 
Bengal supporters were naturally 
not in the best of their spirits, but 
they have not given up all hope. 
They encouraged the players and 
after the practice session told the 
coach; “Iton’t worry, we’ll win with 
‘this team." To which their coach 
replied; "Just be patient, they are 
all new, never discourage them 
when they do something wrong. 
Give them some time.’’ 


SARAJIT DEB 




















Manoranjan—the younu faithful 


naKs. Bui whal 'siirpiispcl him most 
was that th'^v ha4 brought his tathei 
along with thorn rhiur intention was 
soon appaienl as his talhii lequest 
ed him lo sra> on in last Bengal 
Reportedly his lath i told him that 
if he wanted to leave tin tlub he 
could go anywhfie, but not to Mo 
haminedan Sporting So somehow 
Fast Bengal managed lo ep Mono 
lanjam 

Returning to Singapore alUn then 
tup to Fndonesia the Indian t'dir^ 
Icdint that a number of calls had 
come from Ca lent la And the person 
who had made the miximum nnm 
bci of call w i'' Salyaiil Mdra lie 
wanted desp<rUel\ to talk to tin 
playeis and try and conviiue tin rn 
to stay With I i^t Ik nf*al I oi tlif 
same uason Sat^clJlt al o went to j 
Madr«is, again on Ma ch 17 when 
the Indian team roluriKd from the 
tour 

The scene at the an port that 
day was sonn thing to be sc^eri 
to be bilnvtd Al one roiini 
stood Ml Tew.iri the toolbatl 
seen tar V o1 Motiun Bag in, al 
anolhei corn i was a biindi of 1 is) 
Bengal efhcial'- and witli them was 
Ml Mukhi'i jei a in iii.igi r ot th< 
United Induslnal Bank (Shabbn 
Alls bo'^s), and at th( tai coimr 
stood the oiu and orilv Suropt Sen 
guptd with a packi t ot Dimhill m 
his hand Next to him stood his 
chief assistant Chinmoy Chatterice, 
sporting a ficnchcul btaid And be 
hind them weiv at least 10 well built 
men, whost' abilities of persuasion 
could never be in any doubt 

The players who w're aniving 
from Singapore could see them 
through the glass pam 1 that divided 
them from the hoOs Th*'' Mohun 
Bagan players, Piasim, Manash 
Xavici Pius and Shvamal Banerjec 
were received by Mr Tewail, who 
look them over to Hotel Kaiivhr But 
the actual drama stalled when the 
East Bmgal players cainc out of tin 
customs^ aiea. Before tlv* Fast Ben 
gal offi^als could even get near them, 


thty Wi^re sort of fnsked away b\ 
Sinojit The lone exception was Dev 
laj who chose to lelurri lo Bang.i 
ton He told a s nior play*''! “f c.inT 
beai it any more I have decide i 
that ril go buk to Bangalore, wheie 
Fve got a good ofTtr fioiu CIL *lo 
play m Calcutta one must play more 
than mere football, specially out 
sidcrs 

So th East Bf ngdl oflicials were 
left high and dry Satyajit Mitra 
rnadc a last ditch illr mpt when he 
went attei the two jn w Ambassador 
r rrs that had taken th(‘ then f asl 
B ng il players along with Suiojit 

He bad to do something, becaus' 
that was his oiil\ hope Aflei all, 
five Fast Bengal playtis, Surojit 
David Williams Shyamal Ghosh, 
Piasanla Bam riee and Clnnnioy 
Lh.itt^rjcc had already signed in 
fa\om of Mohammedan Sporting on 
the verv first day of the transfer it 
s<lf March IS So this was his last 
chance to relani Shabbir Ah and 
Bhaskar (langiili 

But when he k turned lo the hold 
(he was also staying at hotel Kanchi) 
It vva*' apparent fiom Ins face that lir 
had failed in his mission Hr told the 
gtneidl socictary as much and lell loi 
the airpoit to return to Calcutta 
with his gioup Mohun Bagan play 
e I s were also booked in the same 
flight, exec pi Xaviei Pius who wanted 
lo visit his hom*j town before coming 
ovei lo Calcutta leu the season 

But the players and olhuals wcie 
in lor another shock After they had 
boarded the plane they eame lo 
know that the Mohcunracdan Spoil 
ing ‘officials’ would not be 1 ravelling 
with them, nor would the players go 
lo ( alcutta on the same flight 1 atei 
it was Icdint, that they boatdod an 
aeroplane bound loi Bombay 

While all this was grnng on, Mr 
be nguptd had gone to Ranchi to 
speak with John, the elder brother 
of Arnalraj, Moharnme dan’s halt 
back Pieviously East Bengal had ap 
I proached Amalrai with an offer, but 



Oevrai^Kaniatetka shtrts again 


he had said that he would not do 
anything until his brother told him to 
do so There also failure dogged Ihc 
East Bengal officials, because they 
were not able to pursuade John to 
agree with their view point. 

U seems that the players who had 
gone to Bombay stayed at Shabbir 
All’s place there. They signed for 
Mohammedan Sporting immediately 
aitei coming back fioin Bombay 
With Shabbir and Bhaskar also sigm 
ing for Mohammedan S C, seven 
Cast Bengal players will be donning 
the black and white jersey this year 

A I TER THE EASr BENGAL 

officials realised that all is lost, 
they took dll possibles measures lo 
wm over Prasun Banerjee from Mo¬ 
hun Bigan He was offered an astro¬ 
nomical sum From the day he land 
«d at Calcutta, he was pestered by 
the Last Bengal officials to join their 
rlub Club supporters also lent their 
considerable muscle to the dtmand. 
Blit ultimak^Iy they could not bait 
Piasun into joining then club So, he 
along with Siibiolo Bhattacharjee re¬ 
main the only players, in the past 
deeade', to remain with the same club 
for .seve’n years. I hey had joined the 
club m H)74, when the club was at 
its low St ebb As Prasun says 
‘ Whc'ii we joine^d the club, it was in 
the doleliums We remained with the 
< luh even aft/'r Fast Bengal trounced 
ns 0 So how can people expect 
we’ll leave the e lub when we aie at 
(he lop In one’s lifetime, there has 
to Ix' a full circle When we start¬ 
ed people used lo tell us that our 
flub will be amtioned Now we are 
at the top Wc staited badly, but 
we are going through a good patch 
A circle has been completed But, I 
im not saying this to huit anybody 
Atici all, It’s all in the game, is it 
not'” 

Only time ran tell whether Moham¬ 
medan Sporting will be able to break 
the viee lik'» giip that the Big Two 
have had over Calcutta football for 
the last decade Again, only time can 
tell wh*''thcr Dr Das will be able to 
win the elections and whether the 
playe i s will go back to their old club 
But in this year’s transfers, Mohun 
Bagan cam • out the most unscathed 
Almost all their kty players are with 
them and in addition they’ll have 
the services of Mihir Bose (the play¬ 
er who set the ball rolling). Ironical, 
isn’t If, that the person for whom all 
the trouble started, preferred to 
switch ovei to their arch-rival, in 
stead of going with his co-plgyers 
who had stood up for him^ 

lh> worst affected is definitely 
Fast Bengal, and it will require all 
the skill and mastery of their newly 
appointed coach P. K. Banerjee to 
build up a winning team from the 
players at his disposal. After m 
*^he last decade it has almost become 
an axiom that ’’Wherever theire i^ 
P K, there the trophies will go,*’ Let 
us see if he can perform 4 mirack 
this year. 



ak 


Time to split'Calcutta 
football league 


A ;> I want rais. the 

'hdiisfci season in Caloittu 
lb almost ovej In many 
Winy4 thib annual tamashu was no 
than in the years pastt 
but in many other ways it was dra- 
ma^jically different and the time 
has come I feel, for a drastic res 
ttuc;Xunng of the shape of foot 
h^l) in Calcutta. 

First, the sihnlanties There was 
the normal frenzied speculation 
and auosswork about who would 
seek a tiansfei and who would 
‘withdiaw* (as per the latter, a 
playei signs ioi another club, then 
withdraws in favour of his original 
dub; this is tiiidijtionallv consider' 
ed a surer way of letaining a 
piayor's loyalty than him neither 
seeking a tramster nor a with¬ 
drawal). Then as always, there 
was a 10 20% nOimal rise m the 
'benefits and constderations’ that 
most of the playeia were being 
offered to chani^ loyalties And 
finally there was no change, for 
most players, in the time-honoured 
tonventiou of these 'benefits and 
consu’oiiitions' being extended to 
th^ players m phases 


Fortunately (foi the players) 
and unfortunately (for the club 
ofiicials) there were several devia* 
tibas this year from the usual 
t^dd. In many cases, the percent¬ 
age rise in the 'benefits etc' has 
gone up bv as much as 80-99%^ In 
adiHlion, the phased payiheg||, 
sorryi the phased 'conveyance a^ 
fowances', have been discontinued 
in several cases. The anxiety of 
pb^rs has heightened and toy 
now heen to collect their 
Ifbdefits etc’ all at one time. 

V St^wever, th^w diangcs in «0o^ 


CHUNI GOSWAMI 

the flimsiest of pretexts Only one 
consideration matters—money. 

All this is not unusual, it is 
very much in keeping with the 
tiends in various sport, nationalh 
and internationally Pm mg the 
Sixties, the total eat nings of Krish 
nan could not have touched even 
a fourth of what Vijay Amrltrai 
makes in two years And until 
Kerry Fadcer came Into to piv 
ture, the fate of cncketais was 
quite lami^ntable. Our own cricket 
ers. during the days of greats 
like Hazare, Mankad and Mushtaq 
All, got little moie than a pair 
of trousers and 'smoking money’ 
Today, a couple ot Test Ji^nes ^ 
and there is no shortage of 
them—will place any regular plav- 
er m easy street for the rest of 
his life. 

Perhaps Calcutta tootbali lias 
taken to cue from the present 
trend obtaining m othei sports 
disciplines and playeis are duly 

Prices too have soared 


axiohi supply and d« 
mM, And being a memltor of to 
of fdotbalf^ hiyseif, I dm 

tkhosil>hf0t wltlHIiM ' 



reaping the harvest Although 
their eai nings an stiU not v; 

parable to whai Hiey are in tj^ > s' 
affluent countru b\ the staull' 
arcis of oui developing ecooomv 
they arc by no naans luadequatg. 

So far so good What lault ' 
one And with a situation m which " 
footballeis who always lived poor *^1 
and died pooi can now rest OU, J 
their oars at the tag end of thair 
careers? i 

VTET TO THIS blLVEU UNWG ^ 
* there is a cloud What, IJ 
time to ask, is thi plight ot ¥ 

small clubs who play m the sama 
league as the Big 3^ How Wf j 
is it that th*se clubs— whose re- 
souices are uowhtie as big and w 
broad-based as that ol Mo^n 
Bagan, East Bengal and Moha^ ? 
medan Sportmg—tould 1^ iMde - 
to match their skills against C»u^ | 
which are as diflsrent from llwm 
as an amatcui is fiom prbfes^ 
sional’ U*s virtually as it alft ^ 

teur league and a professkHial 
league were being played as due. 

Something bax got Jto ^ 

about tbls. I have agtlh w ■ 

idea for a long tlih«, «ev 


S^rin“thiTran"^M§^'^ 

have convinced ine ttov w wsw 
tm tW» ld«i has come. 

This year, there m i^nt to^ 
be ^ teams playtnd ttt the frst 
dUvision of the Catcutut ^fheu 


other clubs whose «re 

also considerable playmt» <LF**" 
fesaional ledgue b(Ml 
olayind In the ottmr .would . 

be an amateur leiyimT V9m wrt 
icy Ibis on an «3t«termient4 bmdi? ' 

I would attmsfSu ' 

let dubs In Gmfp^a Ija^ 
mia be dofoe^^tlim^dNiiild tiake tm 
the jnathH* Foet" 

<.bla aboald'tbe 

|FA ^rove iivim |K) to ^ 

' •. the. <coiirt tb'Bow msd > 

' ilkfe Ciaieditii 

ipi&* JmHbiii Bs 

" wafciiBwB iWH^^ aiNidftd 

^ mPP IihB ^Bb^ dSralii'’ 



Sportspeople 


Coe after M.A., 
5000m 

S ebastian coe, world re- 

' cxntl’holder dn' 800. 1,500 metre$ 
and the mile, hinted reoeaUv that hla 
ambition U to be the too 5,000-metre 
runner. 

Spf:nkin« at a Si)orlwrlters' Associa¬ 
tion lunch in London, he said that 
hUi greatest thrill was watching 
Lasse Viren, of Finland win the 5,000 
metres in Montreal four years ego. 
Coe was on a flying visit to Britain 
aftei 10 w;:cks’ training at a s:^cret 
hideout in Spain. He said he planned 
to run at least one 5,000 metres te* 
fore Moscow. 

Coe stressed, however, he still 
enjoyed running the 800 metres more 
than any other race. And he thinks 
that he can improve his own world 
record time. “I feel stronger and in 
better condition than this time last 
year,” he said. “If all the best 
athletes in the world get together in 
Moscow there are bound to be special 
times.” 

Coe admitted, though, that an 
Olympic gold medal was not **the be* 
all and end-all” of his ambition. “1 
got my B.A. at LougbboroujiA and I 
am now studying for my M.A.,” he 
added. 


Coe, looking tremendouslv fit at 
something like B’ast, obviously wants 
to run in Moscow. “Until someone 
tells me otheiwise. 1 am going to the 
Games,” he stressed. 


Whether he wants to stay in Mos¬ 
cow is another matter. ”1 would 
love to fly from Manchester the day 
before my race—and fly out again 
afterwards,” he said. 

As an alternative, he suggested, He 
could make his base in Helsinki to 
avoid “the aggro.” 


“I have never run in Russia, but 1 
certainly didn’t enjoy the atmosphere 
in Prague,” he said. 

Inspector Surjit 


I NDIA’S ACE LEFT FULL-BACK 
and captain Surjit Singh is join¬ 
ing Punjab Police, it is very re¬ 
liably lt>arnt. The immediate gain 
for Punjab, already studded with a 
number of Olympians and interna¬ 
tional players, will be its increase in 
strength. India’s right full-back 
Davinder Singh being already there, 
Punjab will be most sound in their 
defence. 


Before ^, Surjit Singh joined the 
Indian probables at Patiala for the 
Quad^ngular hockey tournament. 
. thercSi. of his quitting 


the fancied Indian Airlines and Join¬ 
ing the Police force in Punjab, shuttl¬ 
ing as he was, between Chandigarh 
and Delhi. On March 13, Surjit air- 
dashed to Delhi On a call from his 
employers. 'Fhe skipper was suppos¬ 
ed to return the next day. But even 
till 9 p.m. Surjit did not return. His 
wife, Mrs Chanchal Kohll, herself a 
hockey international, 'onflrmed re¬ 


ports that her husband Was Joining 
Punjab Police In a few dhys.# Bi fact, 
she felt sorry for her husband leav* 
ing the glamorous Indian iUrUnes Jdp. 
The mam reason b^iind SurjiVs 
quitting the Airlines job is his 
intention to settle down. in 
Punjab. After all, Surjit will 
^t be playing hocki^ for ever. He 
has to put a stop at some time or 













Surjit—grounded himself 


other. At that tinif* he will have to 
adjust himself outside Punjab. This 
prompted Surjit to sei k employment 
within Punjab. Ihc Indian skipper 
found a ready and safe . iistomer in 
Punjab Police. Surjit Singh hails 
from Batala^ while* hi^ wife belongs 
to Jullundur. Both seem to have 
arrived at the ded.sion 4hat they will 
soitle down in Jullundur. Before 
joining the Indian Aii lines he had 
dl.so served the Railways. From a 
Security Suj>erintendent in TA, Surjit 
will be given the rank of an Inspec¬ 
tor in Punjab Poliw* which means 
Surjit may be promoted to the rank 
of i)epulv Commandant within th«‘ 
next five or six veai.s. 

Ravi Shankar's 
promise 

''FHE lUEQUENT CHANGE OP 
I- balls may keep the quicker bowl¬ 
ers more in business but that does 
not mean we have seen the last of 
the era of spin. The quarter-finals of 
the Ranji trophy brought to the fore 
a couple of teenagers who did them¬ 
selves m'oud in hig'her company, ex¬ 
actly in the manner of Bcdi, Chandra 
and Venkat a dexade and a half ago. 
Off-spinners Sunil Vyas and San.iay i 
Mudkavi appear to have had a satis- I 
tying debut for Rajasthan against 
Maharashtra, while scvcntcen-and-a- 
half-year-old left-arm spinner Kavi- 
Shankar Shastri held out distinct pro¬ 
mise in his debut for Bombay against 
Bihar. And the beauty of it is that 
Shastri is also a good batsSman, going 
onc'down for his club and college in 
local Bomi^ay cricket. His accuracy 
and variations were the talking 
points during the hrsA innings when 
he conceded only 17 runs in 18.1 
overs aiKl ip the second innings, 
maintained his line and length not 
allowng (tny batsman to pull or 


sweep thouijh they took a heavy toll 
of his bowling. 

Shastri, surprisingly, did not find a 
place in Bombay’s under-22 side for 
the C. K. Mayudu trophy and thus 
will miss out on the tourney, as first- 
class player* are debaiTed from it. 
lie hit the headlines when leading 
Don Bascx>, a school more noted for 
its exploits in hwrkcy and soccer, to 
cricketing honours in the Giles Shield 
tournament for under-16s in Bombay 
three veqrs ago. He recently led 
Podar to the inter-collegiate title, 
routing the opposition with an 11- 
wickel haul. His talent was recognis¬ 
ed hv Mafatldl Group, Bombay’s pro¬ 
fessional outfit, before the Bombay 
selectors, when he and his college- 
mate Shishir Hattangadi were invit¬ 
ed to join their* nets and possibly 
serve them in the near future. With 
this “Handle with care” tag already 
on him, one can look forward to 
Shastri coming on as a top-flight 
|K‘. former. 

l/et/ Raj for Wiltshire 
County Club 

T he 2l-Yl’,Al\OLU VED RAJ, 
.that popular wicket-keopei from 
lullumlur, Pumab. will play for Will- 
sin rc Couritv Club in England this 
sea-on.'A letter from Mr J. C. Green- 
wood, the honorary .secretary of the 
dub, to thus ellert was seen by um 
(oirespoiulent in .Jullundur rettmllv. 
Ih-e letter slates that Ved Rjj will 
start out bv playing two Wcirm-up 
lixlurc's. 'I he first match agamsl Sur- 
ie\ XI will be playexi at Marlborouglu 
Collegf on April 27 while Lho .s<'cond 
is .seliixliiled against Hampshire Se¬ 
cond XI at SalLsbury on May 2b. The 
matihes agaiasl Cunwall, Oxfoid- 
shire, B(‘ikshire and Somer.scl XI 
will Ixi played between July 20 and 
August 2G. 

So Vvd Raj joins that select band 
01 cricketcjs fmm Ine small tiiv who 
have .secured contracls abroad. Tll<^ 
\ca.r before last. ail-iOiuider Emanuel 
Beniamin, signed a loniract wiih 
We.stbui”v Cricket Club in 'fasmania, 
Australia. After iuliiliing liis a'-s»gn- 
rnenl, Benjamin last vrar played lor 
another County club in Engumd. At 
the same time, a promiaiig nn'diuni- 
paeer from Jullundur, Siiresh Shaima, 
was engaged by the sami' Wesibuiy 
Ciiib this year. Both Beniamin und 
Surc.sh Sharma work for Fuo<l Cor¬ 
poration of Ifiidia, Jiilluiulur. This 
year it is Ved Rai’^ turn to move to 
greener pastures. Ved Rai’.s perfor¬ 
mance m the past,’ both as wiiUet- 
I kceiKU and batsman, was good. 

I Ved Raj was boin in PJbl in a 
poor lamilv in lullimdui. Hus late 
fatlK'r. Mr llari Ram, worked as 
gioundsnian in Uuritoii Paik. the ve¬ 
nue of all the iiiipv;rlant ciickct fix¬ 
tures. So that was how yc<l Raj got 
the opportunity of watching soiru: of 
the gr<!at bats in action. All this 
made him inliTestod m ciicket. lk‘si- 
dcs, his immediate cider hrolbcr 
Hans Raj had alreiKlv caincd a repu¬ 
tation as a good crichrdor. Ved R.ij 



Ved Raj —stepping into KirVs shoes? 


started playing ciukel at the age of 
ten. At 12. he took part ii the Cooch 
Behar Cup cricket tournami nt. The 
same year saw him moving into the 
North Zone Schoolboy s' team. 

I'or the Jullundur lad, 1!172 was 
the year of ri^cogmlion Playing lor 
Nortn Zone, Ved JL-.plavc<l his wie- 
ket-keepuig ability in ru^ uiuertain 
manner. He dismissed louileen bais- 
nieii in the maLcii against WTvt Zone. 
As if this was not enough, he ham- 
meied a centuiy (103). In 1075. ho 
w.i.s included m lho. Pnniib team 
which plrive<l agaiasl Harvana in lho 
Ranii TropMv, at MiiKtsar. The same 
>eai. Ved Rai kept w ckci.-; Pu' the 
North Zone, side ag.iinst the touring 
Sri Eanka cricket team. He held two 
catches and vStumi>ed two. TTiea he 
was lallcd to assist Noilh Zone in 
lho Deodhar Tropliv ciicket lounia- 
mc'iit. Later, he wa:> selected for the 
all-India cricket coaming camp at 
Bangalore. Then, in 1J77. Ved Hej g*.t 
the breakihiougii of his lilc when ho 
twice played agj'nst the visiting 
MCC team, first ter North Zone at 
Jullundur uid then lOr the Combined 
Universities side tit Nagpur. Some 
months la:er, Ved Rvij was also call 
ed lor liio. physical conditioning 
camp to select the Indian team to 
tour England. 

So far, N'ed Raj has played ugains^ 
iP the Draininent touring sides. Be¬ 
fore Suriiulci Khann.i of Delhi emer- 
I'Od like a Phoenix oni of llu' Ash^\>, 
\ed Raj used to ix* North Zone’s 
mainstay as wicket keeper. Only some 
iiiontlis age, Ved Haj left Pimpib and 
i( ned I he RailwJv.^, H,^* also pLivs 
foi the Cci.tral Zone. 

Ved Rdj Is still one of the few 
tenders to lifi the pOvSt oi Syed 
Kirmani’s deputy in the India.n Cii¬ 
cket team. 


FOCUS ON TENNIS 


Satellites 
good idea 
but... 

Where are the young 
ptayers who can take 
advantage of these 
tournaments? NARESH 
KUMAR and AKHTAR 
AU comment on the 
satellite tennis 
tournaments played 
around the country 
recently. 

T he satellite masters—the 

very name btrikos an expectant 
chord amongst the uninitiated and 
conjures up visions of the likes of 
Laver, Borg^ and Connors. In actual 
fact it a long way from the sum¬ 
mit of the tennis world. The Satellite 
tournaments are stepping stones to 
the lower echelons of Grand Prix 
tennis. Nandan Bal, the burly young¬ 
ster from Pune after his victory in 
the finals, told me that the points he 
had collected would improve his ATP 
rating from 540 to around 350. This 
would enable him to get “straight-fn'* 
without qualifying, to some of the $. 
25,000 prize money Grand Prix tour¬ 
naments, thus assuring him a mini¬ 
mum of first round prize money. In 
a nutshell this is the story of the 
Satellite tournaments, the uncontes- 
table advantages of which I will dis¬ 
cuss later on in this article. 

The 16 Masters in Calcutta, selec¬ 
ted on the basis of points earned in 
the four earlier tournaments featur¬ 
ed 10 Indians, two Rumanians, two 
Italians, one West German and one 
New Zealander. Not a single one of 
the earlier tournaments was won by 
a foreigner. The winners were all 
Indian. Nandan Bal at Pune, Shan¬ 
kar Krishnan at Hyderabad, Bhanu- 
murthy at Bangalore and Vasudevan 
at Madras. Unhappily the results do 
not indicate a great depth of talent 
on the Indian tennis scene or a sudd¬ 
en improvement in standards, but a 
veiy weak foreign challenge. Perhaps 
the happy thina about the result was 
that a young Indian, Nandan Bal 
won and, though he has some way to 
go, there is a lot of scope' for im¬ 
provement in his game. A tali power¬ 
ful and agile player, Bal’s game is 
full of aggressive hustle and bnstle, 
suited to Tow bouncing fast grass, 
hence his victories in Pune and Cai- 
. cutta, both of which tvere played on 



Dkanumurthy—neat lit He player 


grass courts. But almost all top-class 
tennis nowadays is played on slower 
high bouncing surfaces where consis¬ 
tency and patience pay rich dividen¬ 
ds. Bal, therefore, needs to concent¬ 
rate on developing more consistency, 
curb his impetuosity and learn to 
build his attack more patiently. His 
service would be a very much more 
effective weapon if he could only 
reduce the excessive spin and at the 
same time develop a reliable serve 
down the centre line. 

The wiry bearded U. S. based 
Bhanumurthy is a neat little player. 
He had three match points to win the 
Masters in the final set against Nan¬ 
dan Bal but with victoiy in sight he 
"choked" and played the points as 
if someone had injected lead in his 
tennis-playing arm. Bhanumurthy 
slipped and fell on a number of occa¬ 
sions on the drizzVs-wet court, but his 


appeal to stop play was turned down 
by the referee. Ultimately a borrow¬ 
ed pair of special shoes with rubber 
studs on the soles did the trick and 
brought a degree of stability to his 
game. Already in his late twenties 
*Bhanu’, at best can tighten up his 
game a notch or two. Bhanu's long 
drawn out semi-final victory against 
Chiradeep Muker.jea, who has been 
out of serious tennis for almost a 
couple of years and is now working 
full time, is a barometer indicating 
to-day's fallen standards in Indian 
tennis;# 

nPHE TALL LANKY TAMIL NADU 
youngster Vasudevan, establish¬ 
ed himself as India’s leading junior 
player, by his victory in the Satellite 
tournament at Madras and thereafter 
a semi-final loss to Nandan Bal in 
the Masters at Calcutta. Vasudevan 
has a lot of potential. With proper 






coacbinf and facilities, he could well 
become an asset for Indian tennis. 

The Satellite circuit, however, is a 
step in the right direction. It (a) 
gives our young players the much- 
needed match play and tournament 
experience, (b) makes It easy for 
them to get into tournaments abroad, 

(c) revives the regional tournaments 
which have been dead for long now, 

(d) gives the local tennis associations 
much-needed expertise in organising 
and running tournaments, (e) creates 
interest all over the country as smal¬ 
ler centres can participate due to 
the lower financial commitments and 
also due to local participation. 

The Lawn Tennis Association per¬ 
haps by increasing the Satellite prize 
money could attract a better foreign 
entry and by holding two circuits a 
year give even more impetus to the 
game. However, the gentle sex have 
a very legitimate grievance. No 
tournaments for ladies and girls 
events were organised by the Xawn 
Tennis Assodation during the period 
of five weeks when the Satellite 
tournaments were held. One won¬ 
ders if this implies plain forgetfulness 
or shades of male chauvinism. 

But the Satellite Is the middle of the 
tennis sandwich and requires to be 
fed by a proper Junior circuit which, 
in turn, has to be bolstered by coach¬ 
ing schemes in the> various States. 
But junior tennis In India alas, is 
another story. 

NARESH KUMAR 

Better 

luck 

next time 

T he grand prix tennis satis* 

ilite Circuit is normally given to a 
country whicA holda many Grand 
Prix tournaments. During the last 
eleven years, there has been a tennis 
boom all over tne worla, especially 
in tne United States, South America, 
Europe and Asia, particularly in 
Japan, in the USA alone, 35 million 
people play tennis. Tne money and 
competition in the game can well be 
imagined. International tennis is a 
full time job thm days, calling for 
rigorous practise for four to live 
hours eadi day. And anybody who 
Plays on the international circuit 
has got to be a professional—^tennis 
must be his career. But after watch¬ 
ing the players in the Indian 
Satellite Masters tournament to 
Calcutta recently, 1 personally think 
they have tio future in this sphere. 

It la very diflicuU to gel into the 
Grand Prix circuit nowadays. 
Yq^ can only enter a good^ 
opmpetitibn have a high* 


Vasuaevan—nas potential 

V 

enough rating based on ATl^ 
points. In the computer rank¬ 
ings, it is always the nrst ten who 
really enjoy toe big money, while 
the next fifty are termed as just 
doing well. After 100, you are 

struggling for survival and aftet* 200. 
one has to be lucky to have a spou- 
sor like Air India or such other 
organisation. Nobody is worried 
about who you have beaten—all that 
matters is how many points you have 
collected I 

1 personally think that we should 
have more satellite contiists in the 
country to come to the forefront 

again. There is no short cut to 

tennis nowadays. Before, if you 

were a Davis Cupper, you had a 
great chance to enter big tourna¬ 
ments and show your merit 11 you 
did well, you made a name for your¬ 
self, At present, you htave no chance 
of participation until and unless you 
have gathered enough ATP points. 

India has produced many good 
players In the past, but In the last 
live, the situation has been pathetic, 
with only Ramesh Krishnan to show 
for all the efforts. In the past, 
Krishnan, Prainjit Lall, Jaideep 
Mukherjea, myself and others used 
to face tough competition. However, 
that crop and its frufts finished 
some Hve or six years ago. 

1 have been abroad many times 
with the Indian junior team and 
have often been asked by people 
tnere wh(v our juniors have not been 
plitying in big tournaments. We do 
piay in some good ones, but it is 
impossible for me or anybody to get 
tnem an entry into the really big 
ones, because they do not have 
sufficient ATP points. Again, a play¬ 
er must have a lot of money to back 
him before he oan achieve results.' 
A lot of players have come to India 
from all over the world, including 
Indians. USA-based Jasjit Singh, 

I Bidyut Goswami and Elangoan, wao 
met their own expenses only to 
collect a few valuable points so that* 
they can get into the international 
circuit and make bigger money. 

From whet I have seen of the 


Indian circuit, 1 feel it is complete^ 
ly dead. Our champions cannot, at 
the moment, afford to waste time 
here, because the circuit does not 
provide them enough money. This is 
one of the main factors why most 
of our young players have to look 
elsewtiere for good competition and, 
therefore, we are finding it difficult 
to produce good players in the 
country. 

In this context, I would say the 
satellite circuit is a great thing for 
i;ndiBn tennis and especially for our 
young mayers. And these second 
grade plaveri did quite well in the 
tournaments, while the poor foreign 
entry was very disappointing. Three 
juniors—Vasudevan, Enrico and Sur- 
inder Kumar—were in focus. Vasu- 
devan played exceptionally wait 
Enrico, too« played well but he was 
unlucky to have had a tough draw, 
while Surinder was disappointing. 

Nandan Bal, undoubtedly, proved 
to be the best grass court player in 
the circuit, winning at Pune against 
Jasjit Singh in a long match and in 
Calcutta, overcoming Bhanumurtny, 
albeit luckily. The foreignera ahow- 
ed great dislike for grosa courts and 
were mentally beaten before ente^ 
(ng the fray. 

Whatever the fare this time. 1 
personally feel that next year the 
circuit will attract many more and 
better names. And hopefully, Anand 
Amrltrfi,i and Shashi Menon will 
participate, because they will reelise 
that this is an easier way to earn 
both money and points to keep 
*movinfi', as they are getting older 
(for big competitions). And better 
names do draw crowds, but it was 
unfortunate, in spite of all the hard 
work put in by the organisers, that 
the stands were rather empty. So 
what is the harm in inviting school 
children, free of cost, to witness the 
juniors play? With more junior 
tournaments in different age groups, 
exposure to ^bigger* tennis would be 
a beneBdal move in the promotion 
of the game. 


AKHTAR ALI 
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4VPSIDE DOWN Joanna Sime, 17, the former British 
asymmetric bars champion, represented Great BrUatn in 
the Gold Top Milk Gymnastics International on March 8, 

THE A/O. I GOALIE OF EUROPE: PetOfr Shilton of 
Nottrngkam Forest, played a big hand in his club's 3-J 
victory against Dynamo Berlin in the European Cup 3rd 
round second4eg match on March 19, Fprest will rneet 
Real Madrid Ajax or Haniburg SV in the bemfinuliu 






SAYING ‘V* WITH FLOWERS-^ 
Aneti PoetzacU (GDR, centre). 
Deg Lurz (FRG, left) and Linda 
Fraiiane (USA, right) winners of 
the firsts secfjnd and third places, 
respectively in the women's group 
(above) and Hoffman (GDR, ceiu 
tre), Robin Cousins (Great Britain, 
left) and Charles Tichener (USA, 
right), first, second and third in 
the men's group at the World 
Figure Skating championships at 
Darlmuml on March IS 
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in I \n n J’A'^^I- \CI ns (Front l tor) Lfimuet Steeples, Keam Anderson ,nd Chvrk Rohmvm of the US 
It— *15' Polish airl.ner that crashed m Warsaw on Mr tcl 11 i • < u i 

UOlT/ S IU\ LI \GI I (1^ I’ Kenny Hrbbttt of Wolverhampton Wanderers football club dtsplaymo the Leaaue 
Cup tvhiih they won bcatinq ’Sotlmgham Forest 1 0 rn the final at Wembley on March 15 ^ ^ ^ eatjue 
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WOilLD CUP GIANT SLALOK!: Sweden’s Inqnnar Stenmark, centre, po<;es after winnincj th ‘ (Vrnpef.ition al 
Saalhach, Austtia, on March IS. Joel Ga.^roz, Switzerland (left) and Ausina's siki ace Haru^ Enn (rUiht) were 
second and third, tespet'tively 


'News round-up. 


Indiscipline in Sri Lanka 
cricket 

COLOMBO : Sri Lanka has 
■'xporicnccd a sevoro drought and 
vvilh the humid conditions there has 
been much run-getting in both 
tricket tournaments this season - 
the inter club and the inter-school. 

As predicted earlier, the Colombo 
Cricket Club, the Bloomfield and 
the Nondescripts are all contenders 
for the P. Saravanainulhu Trophy. 

It looks as if the Colombo Cricket 
Club will ultimately win it as thev 
are captained by the evergreen 
Michael Tissera, still undoubtodly 
Sri Lanka's best leader and further 
strengthened by two English County 
players in Petor Lewington, the 
Warwickshire off spinner, and 
Cichan Mendis, the Sussex opening 
batsman. Up to one and a half 
docades ago, the Colombo Cricket 
Club was an exclusive European 
iiistilulion. Even today the nucleus 
f)f their team consists of Nondescripts 
stalwarts of yesteryear. This is after 
Ihc club doors were onen to the 
locals. 

School cricket today is not what it 
should be, 1 have observed a great deal 
^1 conceit and indiscipline in the 


ranks of tocla\’\s S( lioolbovs. 

S’omctrmes f wonder whr llk'T il is 
prudent to play schoolboys in 
international games as it lends to 
make them lose their heads. Tt is a 
Lu t that under 15 plaveis are stilt 
in the cradle, those’ under-17 m the 
niirs-’rv and llu' under-2() players m 
the kiiidei garten ot r i leket. With 
the tremendous publKitv given in 
the Sri Lanka Press to s(hoolbo\ 
cricket and ciick-Ter^ in all thre(i 
age groups, by th(‘ time these 
schoolboys start winning “Batsman 
of the year'* and “Cricketer of the 
year" awards, they seem to foiget 
that they are in the kindergarten. 

It is all w<‘ll and good -- cvi-n 
rommendable — foi the Press to 
encourage youngsters liy this sort of 
publieity, but the hoys themselves 
should not think that just berau^e 
they hrjv(* rer-eiwjd .sik li publicity, 
and won some awaid, they sliould, 
instantly find themsf'lves m jii st 
class club cricket or representative 
games. 

Graduation into that dass of 
crickel is an arduous process calling 
tor dedication, unrelenting practice 
and a determination to graduate in 
the norma! period of time through 
the normal grades. Hoping tor 
double or treble promotions and 
then being disappointed or 
disheartened when they don’t gel 
them is to take an uareulisUc view 
of the miUtcr. You have hardly 


liiMTcl of .1 sihoulboy ironi Australia, 
Liigl.inJ or lln* W-si Indies being 
hroijghl iiilo the 'I'es! sidi' 

To thos(' who love the game and 
del ide to ]>» rv-veie with it, there is 
no (iijjf'k and eceA' mad to stj<(’(\ss. 
As the raying goes “the. proof of the 
pudding IS in Uk' eating". Beaching 
till' top is only possible with 
devotion, dedication, discipline and 
hours, d.iv^, months umi years of 
unn'leniiiig toil In n'O'nit limes, the 
internalioiidl siikiiess ol (hrilleilging 
urnpijes’ decisions havi‘ even come 
to our school srene. Ttiere have been 
tar too many uglv incidents in Sri 

I ank.s nickel wlu-re only vStcTn 
action (an d-'t^M iliis ungentJeraanly 
hi haviour. Umpires do make 
mistakes, hut not so many, as those 
mil side, including players, 
spectators, prc'ssmen and cricket 
pundits seem to make out. In any 
iMsi\ the wav to deal with 
incompetent umpires is by importing 
them to the uicketing authorities al 
111 ' end n! (‘tuh match 

II o wucsi^nuo 

BSF scramble home 

JATPUR: 'Ihc Advani Memorial 
Basketball lonrimment was reputed 
to be on<' ol the best organised 
compc'titions m the coimlry. But this 
year, the tourney suffered badly. It 
saw the withdrawal of both holders 
and runners up, Army Service Corps 
and Shriram Bayou of Kota, 



P. Stngh of CRPF aCtemptiTig a 
basket oqaxnsi flSF m the final 


respectively, followed by women’s 
champions Delhi It saw the indifferent 
behaviour of the teams, which 
would have been a painful sight for 
even the late Rup Chand Advani 
in whose nwmorv the trophy is 
niamed Then the tournament was 
postponed, a move necessitated 
the general elections Finally, some 
teams did not turn up either due 
to the clash of tournaments or 
because players were busy with their 
forthcoming examinations 

However, one special feature this 
year was the entrance of Sri Lanka 
national champions Weston 
Province having as many as six 
internationals But the visitors failed 
to impress, as they could not keep 
pace with Western Railway m the 
quarter-final and bowed out 

Star-studded Border Secuiity 
Force, fielding six internationals, won 
a cliff-hanger final by just two 
points over Central Reserve Police 
Foice. thus wresting the trophy for 
the second time since its inception 
Even in the semis, BSF had to 
struggle to prevail over Western 
Railway From the stait of the final. 
BSr surged ahead, but CRPF, 
sudclenly surprised the crowd after 
the breather with the coming in of 
^ Surender Singh, Until then. BSF 


dominated the scene through their 
attacking play with internationals 
Zorawar Singh, Shyamlal and 
Kuldoep Singh in fine form, to get 
10 points ahead (42-32), Surender's 
entry was a booster for CRPF, 
paiticularly for S. P. Yadav — 
adjudged the best player in the 
tournament — who combined well 
with him to first level and then 
take a thin lead over BSF (53 50) 
This made the securitymen 
reorganise themselves and also 
bring back Shyamlal into the game, 
CRPF continued to maintain pressure 
ond duly caught the Jullundur outfit 
ut 59. But during the last couple of 
minutes. Anil PunJ, playing a 
captain’s game, turned the tables in 
favour of Jullundur, with two 
brilliant long-range baskota. 

With only four teams vyififl for top 
honours In the women's section, the 
competition turned out to be a 
farce. Western Railway, 
composed of Indian Railways players, 
Just sallrd to gloiy beating 
Jaipur District In the finals, 

PRAKA6H BH ANDARI 

Bengal circle best in 
P & T cricket 

CHANDIGARH: The Post and 
Telegraphs Department has joined 
the cricket faternlty. All 16 circles 
participated in the inaugural all- 
India tournament played here from 
March 12 to 16 West Bengal won 
the tournament, played on limited- 
uvers knock-out basis, and 
Rajasthan finished runners-up. 

West Bengal rightly deserved 
the top spot In their first outing 
against Uttar Pradesh, they scored 
137 for nine and then dismissed 
their opponents for just 92 runs. 
West Bengal entered the semi¬ 
finals with equal ease. Helped by 
D Choudhary’s 81. they piled up 
J98 for nine (the tallest score of 
the tournament) against hosts North- 
West circle. In reply, the home 
team managed only 117 for nine 
when the stipulated overs were 
completed. G Shaw bagged 4 for 
34 The West Bengal versus 
Jammu and Kashmir semi-final tie 
was highligted by a fine hat-trick 
by West Bengal medium-pacer 
Shndhar Seal, who took three z 
wickets for iust one run. In reply 
to West Bengal’s 145 for eight. 
Jammu and Kashmir could 
aggregate only 105 for eight. 

Runners-up Rajasthan, with four 
Ranji Trophy players in their side, 
too. had impressive wins all 
through before they lost to West 
Bengal in the final. In their 
opening match, they crossed the 
Maharashtra total of 108 with eight 
wickets in hand, thanks to their 
RanJi star Prahlad Singh for spring 
a quick 60 In the quarter-finals, 
Rajasthan overhauled Delhi by 49 
runs and in the semis against 
Tamil Nadu, they first scored 122 


for eight and then bundled out their 
opponents for only 49. 

The final, undoubtedly, was the 
keenest-fought match of the 
tournament. Electing to bat first, 
West Bengal found the going 
tough against some accurate aplp 
bowling of Gajraj Singh and 
managed only 105 runs in the 
stipulated 50 overs. Gajraj, the best 
bowler of the tournament, bagged 
4 for 29 

In reply, Rajasthan atarted 
cautiously and had scored only 22 
runs in the first 12 overs. In the 
process losing two wickets. At that 
8tag3, they needed to quicken the 
pace. At the end of 18 overs, the 
scoreboard read a poor 44 for four. 
Naturally, to cut boundaries, the 
West Bengal skipper stationed seven 
men on the fence. Unfortunately, 
at that stage, Rajasthan had a couple 
of run-out and soon the score read 
86 for seven. Only 18 runs were 
required with three wickets •— not 
an impossible target. But RaJaithAin 
failed to do so, being all out for 
90 with only two balls remaining. 

SATISH KUMAR 

Civil Services tennis 

PATNA : The appetite for big-time 
sports of the Patnawallahs, cannot 
be questioned It is bound to draw 
crowds, quite a good number of them 
knowledgeable Tt is, therefore, a 
pity that for most of the year, it is 
all quiet on the sporting front here 

The toipor, however, was broken 
recently when the All-India Civil 
Services Tennis Championship, 19th 
of the series, was held here on 
the newly-laid lawn couits in the 
premises of the Bihar Secretariat 
The tournament was a test of the 
organisational abilities of the local 
officials, as over 100 matches were 
slated within a space of six days. 
(March 10 to 15j 

Karnataka were a balanced side 
and they demonstrated their strength 
by winning the team championship 
for the Dr Rajendra Prasad trophy, 
emulating their feat achieved In 
the three preceding years. 

Karnataka beat KeralsT 2-1 in the 
team championship Kerala’s best bet 
was N. B. Vijay Kumar also a State 
player and winner of the singles last 
year. ViJay Kumar scored a 
^’double” over Dr. Sachchidanand, 
beating him both in the team and 
singles finals. The tenacious fighter 
that Vijay is, he had to strugfde foi 
supremacy. He was down 2-5 Tn the 
first set and his advetaary was 
serving in the eighth game. But he 
broke through and then won three 
consecutive games Howiever, at 5-6, 
Sachchidanand restored parity and 
made it 7-2 in the tie-breaker. 

But Vijay stuck to his game, lobbing 
beautifully and passing on either 
flank to emerge winner. 6-4, 64 in 
the next two sets. 

PREM KUMAR 




Crossword 
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tralia at Kanpur, 1969-70 (2ncl In- 
ninqs) and S Amarnath 124 v New 
Zealand at Auckland, 1975-76 






ACROSS 

1 Tho day’s programme at a Gumdy 
meeting (4-4) 

3 rn the game of bowls, the target 
ball (4) 

7 Break — to finish as neither a 
winner nor a loser (4) 

8 An esldblished rule of procedure 

( 6 ) 

10 Tests (5) 

11 Big shots (abbr) (1, 1. 1, 1J 

14 In the preceding month (abbr) (3) 

15 Coming fiom a given male horse 

16 Geologic time division (3) 

1/ In boxing, it announces the begin¬ 
ning and end of each round (4) 

18 The distinction of being a cham¬ 
pion in a sport (5) 

21 But It IS a kind of shot m football 

( 6 ) 

22 In skiing, a foundation of packed 
snow (4) 

23 A game played on horseback (4) 

24 An easily won victory (6t 

DOWN 

1 A competitor receiving a prize bui 

not winning first place in a con¬ 
test (6*2) 

2 Game which is above board ? (5j 

4 Breezy (4) 

5 To strike with the foot (4) 

6 Overtook and touched in boat-race 

( 6 ) 

7 In ballet, position with one arm 
and leg extended (6) 

9 This speed is the mean rate or 



travel over the 

entire distance 

(7) 

12 

In football, to 

kick 

or hit 

from 

the 


wing towards the 

middle 

of 

the 


pitch (6) 





13 

Keep a—from 

the 

dice 

(Shakes- 


peare) (8) 

IS A player netting a goal (6) 

18 in skiing, ^ cry of warning to those 
ahead to move out of the way (5) 

19 in curling, a very thin hit on the 
edge of another stone (4) 

2Q The rear part of a ski or a surf¬ 
board <4) 


nohit V. Hade 

Q. How many runs did G R Vish- 
wanath score against New Zealand m 
the three-Test senes held in India in 
1976-77 ? 

A. G R Vishwanath collected 324 
runs In six Innings of three Tests at 
64 80 with an unbeaten innings of 103. 
against New Zealand in 1976-77 in 
India. 

S. S. Patrudu, Vizag. 

Q: How much money does a 
captain (Indian cricket) get for a 
series ? If any batsman beats any re¬ 
cord does ho got any prize ? 

A: A captain from India, gets only 
some extra allowances by way of 
actual expenses incurred by him for 
entertaining certain people and not any 
additional money over and above thoso 
received by other cricketers No offi¬ 
cial prize IS given for breaking the 
records 

John P. Kennedy, Burlia. 

Q : Could you please give me the 
Test records of three Indian players' — 
Karsan Ghavri, Kirmani and Yashpal ? 

A: Before the Jubilee Test Katsan 
Ghavri scored 831 runs and captured 
93 wickets m 34 Tests Similarly 
Klrmani had made 1,399 runs and dis¬ 
missed 76 batsmen by catches and 
23 by stumping in 41 Tests while 
Yashpdl Sharma has scored 720 runs 
in 15 Tests 

Sajauddin, Calcutta, 

Q: Please name the Indian cricket- i 
eis who scored a century on Tost 
debut, also give the scores, the in¬ 
nings in which the century was hit. the ■ 
year and ine country ayanst whom it ' 
was scored'^ 

A: L Amarnath 118 v fngidnd it ' 
Bombay, 1933-34 (2nd innings) 
Deepak Shodhan 110 v Pakistan at I 
Calcutta 1952-53, Kripal Singh 100 
no V New Zealand at Hyderabad, 
1955-66 A A Baig 11? v England at | 
Manchester 1959 (2nd innings), Hanu- | 
mant Singh 105 v England at Delhi i 
1963-64. G R Vishwanath 137 v Aus , 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO, 54 



Bitwranjan Panda, Balasora. 

Q: MOW many caichej have been 
taken by Yajurvindra Singh In the 
first Test for India '> 

A: Yaiutvindra Singh look seven 
catches in his very first Test he play¬ 
ed for India against England at Banga¬ 
lore in 1976-/7 and equalled the 
world record of most catches in a 
match held by Greg Chappell of 
Ausuaiid 

Q: What is the Test baUing record 
of Nari Contractor? 

A. Nan Contractor has scored 1.611 
runs in 52 innings of the 31 Tests he 
played for Tndia and averaged 31 58 
wiin one hunared (108) against Aus 
tralia at Bombay in 1959-60 

G. Murall, Mahabubnagar. 

Q : How many catches and stamp¬ 
ings die made by Syed Kirmani m 
Tests ? 

A: See the answer to John P 
Kennedy s question 


Quiz 


\ hu I 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who holds the record for men s 
singles in All Enq‘and champion¬ 
ships (badminton) ^ 

2 And who is the nexr best 

3 Wno won the record number of 
All-Enqland championships title*^ 

4 What IS the record for most All 
England titles by women ? 

5 Who holds the record for women s 
single^ in All-England 

6 What IS the Grand Slam m golf ? 

7 Who won golf s Grand Slam (or 
the first time 

8 What a puck ' '> 

9 In how many squares is a chess¬ 
board divided 

10 In which game' is Tommy Hitch- 
cork Jr ggnerally considered to 
be the greatest player of all time 

ANSWERS 
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Berts Schap ro 

This weeks hand highlights the dif 
terent defences that can be used against 
an opposing pre empt When it came up 
in match play one pair was allowed to 
double tor business (a dubious method 
to my mind) the other used double for 
take out As a result the second pair 
reached a dubious slam which was only 
made after a mis defence 


496543 

nOHL 

6 J 986 53 
4 K 7 


tast dealt with East West vulnerable and 
at both tables chose to open three 
tiearts One South doubled foi penalties 
and all passed The defence was hot 
South led his singleton diamond and 
ruffed East s King on the return Then he 
played Ace and another club Bottled up 
on the table, declarer tried a spade but 
North went up witn the King, cashed 
the Queen of clubs and pushed through 
another diamond to promote an extra 
trump trick for South So declarer was 
held to six tricks and lost 800 points 
At the other table North South played 
double tor take out Feeling that he 
ought to take some action over the pre 
empt South jOined m with three spades 
Possibly without too much reason, North 
got excited and the final contract was 
SIX spades against which West led a low 
trump a rather revealing lead Declarer 
played off dummy s two trumps and 
came to hand with 4 A to draw three 
more rounds Next came another club 
and West won with the King With 
nothing but diamonds left he had little 
choice but now South was left with an 
awkward decision 

I think that I would have got this one 
wrong playing West for the missing 0 K, 
but declarer had a flash of Inspiration 
Placing Q K in East s hand he wont up 
with <5 A and played off the winning 


clubs You iTdn see what happened at 
the end East was squec7ed m the red 
suits and forced to concede declarer s 
12th trick In spite of South s well judged 
(lucky?) play West could have defeated 
him When declarer came to hand with 
4 A it was reasonable to place East with 
the Jack (or else why did South not 
finesse?) If West drops his King under 
the Ace his partner eventually gets in 
with 4 J can return the King of 
hearts to break up any possible squeeze 
Last weeks quiz at Love ail South held 
4KJ2<^?AJ10 96300J4 10 9 
North opened one club South responded 
one heart and North rebid 1 NT South 
does best to bid a simple 3 NT in spite of 
his six card major His hand is essentially 
balanced he has honours m both of the 
unbid suits and more often than not 
nine tricks in no tiumps will be an easier 
proposition than 10 in hearts 
No quiz this weok. I 


Chess 


iPoior Clarkp 


Many World Champions have come and 
gone since Mikhail Tal s brief reign from 
1960 to 1961, but it could well be that the 
Latvian genius will soon return to the 
very highest flights of contemporary 
grandmasters He has qualified for next 
year s senes of Candidates Matches and 
his performance last spring at Montreal - 
one of the strongest tournaments of all 
time - IS bound to strike fear into the 
hearts nt his major rivals Tal shared the 
top two places with Karpov and did not 
suffer a single defeat 
It now seems that his attacking im 
petuosity has been tempered by ex 
perienco and thus he has* become a 
better balanced player tl^an ho was in 
his younger days Observe how his 
refned technique gradually leads to 
victory m the following game 
White Mikhail Tal; Black Lajoa Portlach. 
f r6nch Dofimco (Mon rQ«l 1979 ) 

1 P - K4, P - K3; a p . 04, P * 04 
3 Kt-Qt, P -004; 4 KP x P. KP x P 

I 0-Ktlah, O-Ot. • O-Ktoh. 0-Kt 
7 PxP,Kt-K03: a Kt.Kt3,0-0 

9 Kt-03. R-K1; 10O-K3, P-OP3 

II 0-03... 

AgainNl Krtrpov in Ihn lonroan »nl Tal 

playnd n B X B QKt x B i;> 0 0 and took a 
|u ck d'tsw 

11 ...0-R9; It KKt-04, OKI-01 
13 0-0-0... 

Thf King provfi, to l)t) (Dorlncdy safn on thfl 


0 sido The well co ordmated white pieces 
will put pressure on the isolated QP and prevent 
Black from butIdmQ up attacking threats 

13...KtxP; l4Kt-05, 0-01 

10 Kt X Kt. O X Kt; 10 Q- 03; O x Och 
17 Kt X O, ft - 001 

The defensive 17 B B3 should have been- 
preferred 

10 0-09.0-04; 10 0-04.0-03 

to P-QKt4. 0-Kt4; tl P - Q04, O - Kt3 
aa p-oo,o-ot4, aa o-o4,p-QKt3 

34 O - 03, P X P; aO O X 0, P X O 
M KO - 01 . .. 

White has gamed a small material advantage 
but it is not easy to exploit Tai goes about it 
by maintaining his black square control and 
manoeuvring with the Rooks on the third and 
fourth ranks 

as ...PxP; 27 K-Kta, 0-01 

aa OxKtP,Kt-KS; 20 0-03. Kt- 04 

30 0-03. Kt-OOoh 

More counterplay was oHarLd by 30 Kt K 3 
(centralisation) followc d by P - 05 

31 K-01. 0-02; 32 0-00,0-03 

33 0-03. P-03| 34 0-K04, 0-K3 

30 O X O, P X O; 30 Kl-Kt4, P- K4 

37 0-01. Kt-04; 30 0-003.0-02 

30 O X P, Oaalgna 

Compatltlon 0407. Solution next v^eek 
Black 


mt, 

3±0 


White 

Oolutlon to 0400 (Otaan«Lanotwto, A matar- 
dom, 1070). (1q3rk1/1paQppp,h1b0/0/3O4/ 
1P4PiyP1r1PPIP/OaoaK1 White to play.) 

The English grandmaster found a neat wav to 
innease his mater al superiority 21 P x P 
K X B 22 0~Kl5ch K - R 1 21 0 B 60 i 
K Ktl 24 0 B 6 I Black resigned son ng lhat 
his attacked Rook could not escape 

Probitm No 1070. Solution next week 
K. 0 . Howard (Grand Rapids Hera/d 1933) 

<1b30t/1bpaNp1/1r4p1/1r9p/1paP1p1/1N4N1/ 
4pka/0NK - 7 white mon; II blaak.) 

White to play and mate in two moves 

Solution to No 1000 fLIpton). (9r1ba/0N|/ 
1NakPK1/0p1/4P9/1N0b/a/4Q3 - molt In 
two.) 1 0 ~ Kt3 (threat 2 Q K 6 } (a) 1 
B - 84rh 2 P X B (b) 1 R - 04 2 P v R 
(0 1 B-03 2 Kt-04, (d) 1 R«03 

2Kt-B5 


SI»ORTING LAUGH by Flanagan 
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Lunca A xinoi« Ufigi mtature of Jwneican lime 
•06 SIcliiaffi lemon flavourt A lero bacteria 
(Mnk liotonic Mite to quench your thiret 
Vitamin C too Calorie-eratchert prefer 
Umca to stiff drinks 
Limes Just the drIrUi to make the 
scene with Any thirsti time 
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ffi^ggftrted steel 
r^t^rd playing 
deck for long¬ 
life and stable 
perfc^tnan^’e. 


A ciWioe,of 
speeds — 33w*d 


45 rpms. 
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yoMr 



IV deafer tdday. 

HMV^ Popular Record Player 

Never a did moment! 





HMV 


His Master’s Voice 

Great machines. Great soundr 
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14 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF A 
WORLD CHAMP 

A trail-blazer in more ways 
than one, Prakash Padukone 
features m this week’s 
cover story Talking to him 
at length Ajay Kumar traces 
the ingredients that go to 
make a world champ 




e THE COACHES SPEAK 

Once again, the spark has 
been lit and Calcutta is set for 
months of pulsating football 
Coaches of Calcutta s three 
leading team Amai Dutta of 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

Aroon Ghosh of Mohun 
Bagan and P K Banerjee of 
East Bengal give pointers to 
the season ahead 


24 VENGSARKAR DO YOU LOVE 
on HATE HIM ? 

In an intimate profite, P V J 
Kar lists some of the 
characteristics that have 
gone into making Vengsarkar 
what he Is today 
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Neutral 
umpires ? 

N owadays, almost 

every losing team biaities 
the umpires They think 
there is no other Ci^use for 
deteat Umpires o§ every 
country other than Enaland 
have t^ern blamed over the 
years The reasons are 
many The modern day um 
pue IS put under a tot ot 
pressure Players do not co¬ 
operate They appeal Toi 
evei ythina When declared 
out they aive vent to their 
disniccsure and when they 
^et out they don’t walk 
(Professional approach’) On 
top of dll this, they kick the 
stumps, use bad language 
etr 

Lven neutral umpires will 
make mistakes, because “to 
err IS human ’ But if neutral 
umpires can solve this pio- 
blem at least to some ex¬ 
tent why not have them? 

KUMAR K H, 
Bangalore- 

UMPIRES ALSO SHOULD 
be sporting In the last three 
Test senes against West 
Indies, Australia and Pakis¬ 
tan, our umpires did not 
show sportsmanship display- 
mg. instead, some whimsical 
decisions The former Pakis¬ 
tani skipper Asif Iqbal right¬ 
ly made the suggestion for 
neutral umpires and the 
Pakistan Cricket Control 
Board has already requested 
ttui West Indies Board for 
neutral umpires when they 
Olay in future 

SUDHESDU ROY, 
Calcuna, 

l DON’T KNOW IF THERE 
h un dtoociation of Test 
umpties at tno international 
level, but if ibcre is one ii 
ought io vuite lUi :itrotig«ot 
du^approval of statements 
quusiiomng imparliaiity. 

Uio ICC Siiould flame a 
(.ode of conduct for the 
piavers, and tne erring play- 
CMS should be pinalisM fot 
iiiisbt^haviour on the fieid« 
lUid uUo foi uncailecLfor 
si atemonts ci Kscising um- 
plies. 

Thp idea Of having com¬ 
mon umpires (e.g if lAdis 
and Pakistan are playing 
I (hen an umpire ftom £itg^ 
Upd and another ihim Atis 
trulia will ^illiagte ip i|ii( 
mht(Ji) may not >r{eg ifm 
dpsirod rei^ulUK Instoed m 
; umpire from each Of ti»o two 



competing countries 
nerve the purpose better. ^ 

K. SUNDER RAMAK 
BombOE* , 

IT IS IDLE TO EXPECt^ ^ 
that the appointment ot 
neutral umpires m criciMit . 
Test maiQies will put an end 
to all atrunony K will give ^ 
rise to naw probiems a$ welL 
An umpire trom a tbird 
country may not necessarily 
be neutral in his outlook. He 
may actually be ior mav be 
painted as) politically motL 
vated. bupposing there is 
great political enmity beb 
ween countries A and B. il 
iin umpire from A happens 
to oihci&te a Test between 
B and C. motives might ba 
imputed to the umpire from 
A, even if he behaves im¬ 
partially So there will be 
no end to allegations and 
counter-allegations, even if 
the system of having neutral 
umpires is introduced. 

Finally, what U to be done 
tr neutral umpires make 
mistakes’ And can one offer 
any guarantee that the > 
affected players or Ihelr 
teammates will accept a)| ^ 
decisions of the neutral 
umpires—right or wrong-r^ 
gracefully’ 

TAPAiHRANJAN 

Patabputra Colony 


AMIDST THE WORLDWIDE 
furore lor neutral umplrek^ 
for the purpose of aupervuh 
ing Test fflatenea, the dedab 
on taken by the Pakistan 
Cricket Cuniroi Board to 
appoint umpires from a third 
country in iheir forthoomlng 
aeries against toe Weal 
Indians does Bot come aa a ' 
surprise to the followers of 
the game. But tne proposed 
step mpy result in a fall in 
the standard of ummring in 
the lOWer grades of cricket 
throughout the world. This 
will then end in (pessb 
mists have the right to have 
such trepidation) a wor)4^ 
Wide pLUcitv of confident, 
utkand-comipg voungstera. 

Moreover, umpires of 
othei countries are not ex¬ 
pected to be ambitious 
enough to prepare them¬ 
selves. say* for a battle bet¬ 
ween the Pommies and the 
Adssiei And who knows, 
any discrepgnctes on the 
part of the neutral umpires 
mav as wed spoil internatiu- 
pal relationships Perhaps 
this mav sound too much to 
a more dedicated oannohH 
seur of the game-^ He may 
1 ehk to sacrifice suen coph 
I atematkAi, in tte face ef 
I dfthidki interests^ becauee ^ 


iM \ 




viMtinf^ captdins will then 
havf to try haider for hnd 
miif scapcADat':i But stiH. as 
the 6itUcition stands todaVv 
the Kamc of ciickct mav ex 
penenoe a renaissance as a 
whole Thus the authorities 
concerned should spate some 
more thouRhis for this 
matter 

NIRMALYA GHOSHAL 
Ballyghat 

Keep It up, Prekash 

B y' UlS SMASHING VIC 
lory over inuonesia’s 
Liem Swie Kiui( m toe Aii 
England Baum in ton Cham 
pion.s»hip at WinihKY* India’s 
baanuDtou ace Prakash L^adu 
kone nas nut only crowm^l 
himoclt with alory but also 
made bis cuuntiy pioud His 
win, the hrst ever by an 
Indian. has ronsiULrabiv 
salvaged the couottys dwin 
dling prestige m sports, 
particuiarlv alter their dis¬ 
mal peilortnance m oicket 
against England m the Jubi 
ice lest di Bombay and 
equally deplorable dl^plav of 
poor football at Smgapjre in 
the pre Olympic qualifying 
rounds 

With this victory Piakash 
crossed another important 
landmark in his career and 
established the badminton 


superiority of India In the 
international arena, Tiiis is, 
however, not to claim that 
India emerged a powerful 
badminton force in the 
world. It IS purely and in¬ 
dividual achievement In 
fuct, the style with which 
Prakash plays is an obiect 
lesson of deep concentration 
and deft Placements with 
uncanny court control as 
opposed to the power games 
piayed by some of the lead 
mg exponents of the 
game A touch artist by his 
own class like that of Nandu 
Natekar and Ramanathan 
Krishnan his action is a 
treat to watch In a word, 
he beiongs to a dilFerent 
genre, rarely seen ijb nunlerri 
badminton 

Prakash s sterling peitor 
form^nce should remain a 
shining example in the fn*- 
inament of sports m India 
and imbibe the coming 
generations to emulate in a 
worthy way So Piakash’ 
Keep up in th^ toithcoming 
Intel national Championships 
at Indonesia in May We arc 
n ally proud of you 

SUSAN! A BISWAS 
CaU'utta 

liLL IHl IIML Ot OUR 
going to piLss, the toiiuwmg 
pcu^uiis also nave siOt 
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does not just clean your 
skin-it has antibacterial and 
antifunga properties too. 




Now in a 
blggor tizo 

Margo Soap made with 'A 
nature's valuable gift 'Neem ^ wrepper. 
Oil' 18 the only toilet soap 
with full herbal and medici- ^ssssff!^ 
nal properties Margo Soap not only cleans 
It keeps the skin healthy Margo Soap for all 
seasona. all ages 
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A product of Calcutta Chemical, 
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cougraruiauag PraKaSii jradia* 
kone. 

Ainiiav Da^npta (fiegu- 
^aiciii. barvj« dua«.a bapre, 
ueepcK bengupta tJiaipuij, 
Barm biuiia, 4 >^paK binug 
i iviidimpui;, buject Roy 
h Anaovvu 
cuduoiiuri (Dui gapur), 
iiiUiCv^p Patmaik, iapus 
PditudiK (Mayurboanj) Oa- 
mat Ejasi, dasper J K, 

(i aiua). rarekn unarmenara 
K (Aiimeudbau^, rrabal 
Ouha (Caabu4)» R Siva 
Kumar iKnaragpur). A. Sua- 
dam Eraoeep i)ash (Cutt- 
dCK) C A Hao (Uondia 
Matiai aviilra) Aiup Goswami 
(1 uiuiia), b K buneja. Malik 
Akbtai Chi:>hti Aditya 
Ktianaa, Vasupal (New 
ULihi). Sanmatra Mishra 
bubhendu Nath Cnouanuiy 
Uebprasad Ghosh (Kama 
naoua C^ohege, Bishnupui) 

A bhektiar. A Siikantii, K 
V Anaiithakrisunan (Frivan 
drum), Joyueep Das. b 
Baneijee, Anil Kumar Gupta 
bhamiK Manna S Kaniuth 
Viim Ndvar, baiiicev 
Mihta JuWdid Meiitdb 
Ucepak Kedia. Jagdi^h Chan 
du bharma (Calcutta) Asii 
wim Kumai Misnra (Biiu- 
oaneswar) Jayania Nandi 
Roy, Probn Kumar Bose. 
(GauEdti). L) Sclvaiaj. Tu^ha 
H K (Coimbatore) Gop^i 
Prasad Gupta (Jorhat), Abtii 
jit Kumai (Muzaffaipui) 
Miss Cbenglon Gohain (Na 
harkatia), Raioo (Rajgang- 
pup), D( vdas L Shetty (Bum 
bay) BipJab Moitra. Supia 
Moitra fSantipur) Dr Ashokt 
Ahuia. Deepak Ahuja (Kan> 
put) R Aravind (Bangdloie). 
Rainaprasad Patra (S C S 
College Pun) Deepak Shar- 
ma Bombay) Amal Kumar 
Nandy (Seramporei. Raiesh 
Gupta (Rishra) H K Dutta 
(Bokarn Steel Plan.) Ashish 
Saikai (Dibrugarh). Bidyul 
Bordo’oi (Namrup) and Hari 
(bindn) 

PK wrong 

A LmOUGH WE ARE NOT 
supporter> of either Mo 
hun Bagian or East Bengal 
wi* cannot help protesting 
against the contention 
P K Ranerjee’s article “Why ♦ 
1 left V|obun Bagan'* 
iSpoitistvoorid, Maich 19) P. 

K Bailer lee is blabbermouth, 
be 15 loudmoutherl and al¬ 
ways talks loo much, Hear 
hib Gommeotancs, they al¬ 
ways emit mote smoke than 
hre We have seen the legen¬ 
dary football coach A!f Bam- 
«ev at woik Hi* rarely talk¬ 
ed to his waids and except 
foi tew gevtirulationb. his i 
eyes did tlu* nidrd'C He wsa i 
fiever boastful, baving train-' ^ 
ed an £iiglis*i squad wHidi I 
won the World IMS 




P. K.W htrtMfai 

that hib fiw venrtf 
^ wttli M^un Bagna ret 
ched the dub It ttonhleK 

We haivc seen P. K, cuach 
ing. His reprimanding andl 
mlding of the boya m puEl 
He, is bound to dl$turi> the 
cool of any patient boy. P, K 
tries to present himself as 
saqfwaact, forgetting be is 
vei^ much a pait of the be- 
wilderkig chicauerv and petti¬ 
foggery that is assoaated 
with Calcutta soccer. Balling 
out East Bengal Club which 
IS dearly in distre^. means 
greater fee for P. K 

JAHAR DAS, 
KAR7/CK CHANDRA DAS, 
Calcutta 

MR P K. BAN£KJ££ HAS 
stated his. own reasons as to 
why he has left Mohui^ 
Bagan Qub and joined the 
ranks of their arch-rivals 
East Bengal Club bouie of 
the reasons are: Dissension 
among the club's officials, the 
Diiip Palit episode and the 
alleged reiusal to make him 
a member of Mohun Bagan 
Uub 

He has gone further to 
5aY that benebts he receiv¬ 
ed from tho club did not 
weigh with him in taking 
his decLsion. But one can 
easily see that the, only con 
sideratioin which weighed 
with him in changing his 
allegiance was the ^'beoe 
hts" alone. 

The disseaskms among the 
East Bengal officials are far 
more pronoiiared than those 
In Mohun Pa;{aa Club. And. 
one IS not quite sure whetb^ 
Ml Baoerre ever applied for 
Mohun Bagan Club mem¬ 
bership And to top it all. O 
Palit signing for East Bengal 
Club belies the statement of 
Mr Banerjee, 

One would fuitber like to 
add that P. K. Baneriee has 
taken all the kudos ai^eved 
h\ the dub over the past lom 
years He has conyenientlv 
forgotten that the factbdll 
learn wluJi reprasented the 
Mohun Bagan Club for the 
pa^t four years was perhaps 
the best outfit In the ooun- 
trv One may go foither to 
add that the case was the 
aam^ with East Bengal Club's 
Uiumphs from 197Z to 76. 

We are vet to see P, K 
Banerjea Uria a trophy with 
a team which Is net atar 
studded. We vrisb P. X 
Banerjee^s success in hjs 
assignineilt with East 
Bengal Club but we hope 
that he will kam a teako. 
that if he opens his mputn 
too wide. Bkfe ts evf«| 
chMde will hayo to 
fate wonb. 01 ' 

MASIK SHAflAC^A 


\ 



ffhe Sporting Life 


THSY ‘FCUf FOR TH6 PRINCE I 

•iMfty: Qirls ar* •till fallino for England'a Princa 
Charlaa (31)<-4ha world's most sllgible bachelor, Mtss 
SwUaarland did It only the other day when she crasned Into 
Charlaa on a ski run in the Swiss Alps and ended up at his 
feat, Baok homa In England again end watching the after¬ 
noon raeaa at tha Sandown Park, Surrey, two horses collid¬ 
ed and female rider Jackie Hodge fell at the Prince’s feet 
and lost some teeth In the process 

'BAQS' OF HEkP 

Sydney : A woman shopper who had her handbag 
•natohad on the street outside a department store called 
out for help and a dozen persons sprinted to her ad 
They ware on a training run on a nearby track t 

WHAT SHE'S FISHINQ FOR 

Lhraiiteol t Things are certainly looking up for English 
anglers. Attractive big time model Jan Rasmussen from 
Liverpool has taken to this sport as her new pastime She 
finds sitting on a bank with a rod end lino 'a morvellous 
way of relaxing", "My only other hobby is cooking and 
now, if I'm lucky, I can catch my own supper', said Jan 
Or perhaps, something more permanent? 

THEIRS AND OURS 

Dunfsnnlltie: A British MP, Mr Dick Douglas (49) 
ran the entire length (20 mites) of hts constituency In 
recoro time In order to raise funds for the Cambodian 
Relief Campaign Indian M P) are also known to run - 
lor the spoils of office 

B TELUS 



TOO 3AP.„ ourpoot^s 

IT WOULOA A ^ 



nmrA you rnm... a / tovt plawg m/xbp , 

OKA OOUBt^eS )NfTM NBWLymps!' 







CALCUTTA FOOTBALL PREVIEW 
THE COACHES SPEAK 


Blend of 
youth Er 
experi¬ 
ence 

AMAL DUTTA 

T here are two distinct 

types of coaching relevant in 
present-day soccer — first, |;eueraUs¬ 
ed coaching where no particular 
motivation is required from the 
coach’s point of view. The other is 
specialised coaching which is un¬ 
doubtedly a challenging one, ospe- 
cially when it adds motivation. 

Last year when I joined Moham¬ 
medan Sporting Club in the mid- 
season, the question of recruiting 


the right type of talented footballers 
did not arise. So 1 tried very bard 
to at least mould the demoralised 
team accordingly, but the co-opera¬ 
tion from the players as well as 
discipline which a giant side like the 
black-and-white must possess were 
severely lacking. An incident which 
is still fresh in nw mind is an alter¬ 
cation with Habib — Imagine the 
captain setting an example like this! 
The reason was simply Ikicause I did 
not field his younger brother Akbar 
In the DCM tourney as I thought the 
latter to be still unfit. Thereafter, I 
started to think seriously of reorga¬ 
nising the morally broken (star- 
studded) team the moment I was 
invited by the new club committee to 
coach the side again this season. 

The first thing I had to do was to 
bring local talents of both experienc¬ 
ed and up-and-coming ones. I tried 
hard and was able to retain players 
like Moidul Islam, Premnath Phillip, 
Qpuranga Banerjee, Samaresh (Pin- 
tu) Choudhury, Amalraj and Akbar. 
Regarding the 'prize catches’ Pintu 
played the pivotal role. One day he 
informed me that Shyamal Ghosh, 


Chimnoy Cbatterjee. Prasgata Bauer- 
iee were eager to aon Mohammedan 
S. C colours, 1 Immediateh^ apprised 
the officials ofHjbls ghd later the Hat 
was enlarged W Surai|t Sengupta: 
Shabbir All, Daivid vnilisms and 
it was a big 

haul! The teapi is definitely stronger 
and better than what it was the Jiist 
season. And being the coach of this 
team I am qjuite relieved because 
most of them excepting Shabbir 
and David all were earlier under my 
coaching. 

With such big names in the side, 
the over-enthusiastic and fanatic sup¬ 
porters are obviously guessing how 
the perfect composition wilfbe made. 
To dispel all doubts I assure them 
that the eventual composition will 
^ made strictly on the b£^s of per¬ 
formance and discipline. Why? 
Soccer being a team game, winning 
of a trophy is not simply the result 
of some star players’ performance 
but that of the team as a whole. 

Many are of the opinion that 
Mohammedan S. C. is the best team 
on paper this season, but 1 would 









, Ml U 

«iMf (^aHeiu^ fw m 
and at tha laaia time like to 
iwiuai tbe team with both ausoned 
and lm<WiiS tatanta like Santoah 
Bow. Ramen Bhattacharjee, Amtt 
Bagdii, Oenota WilQiamson. Debaais 
Roy and DorJi.Tbe Sikkimeae player 
poawtteaAai and phyaique. 

1^. oommg to ooacfaing. it la 

ti»e most 

wttl tad( erf a ooacb is to bilaa the 
oomWaaMott and oo^rdmation 
^ng to play^a To a certain ex¬ 
tent, 1 have been able to get the 
form add I do 
1 ^ dcinoiijptrated when 

tog Federation Cup at the Eden 
ijritttlenae 

w.5SS^**^ thla year, it ts a gieat 
Mohammedan 
Sl^ag but also tbe arch rivals 
®aagp and East Bengal, be- 
‘Big Three' will have to 
,f®*m* of the country 
gilculta league starts. In 
action to tlus, outstation teams will 
TO in a more advantai^cous position 
tecMse durto April, when there is 
t?*® field will be playing fast 
speed and maximum 

will have to prove themselves. 


call M» 


Admltt^ly, it is a herculean task 
for me. First and foremost, I will 
have to bring back the morale of the 
team which has been laddng since a 
decade and second is to rajuveuate 
toe shattered confidence as was evF 
dent last season 

I sincerely believe that that team 
will win which possesses the attsek- 
ing flare and striking ability but is 
not without a strong defence. So, 
judging from all these aspecto why 
can’t 1 hope for the championship 
having all the necessary potentials? 


Tbe pubhc is obviously curious to 
Imow our first eleven for the Federa¬ 
tion Cup. To be honest, time is 
short and I have a problem In the 
forward line. Although I have budd¬ 
ing talents In Debasis Roy, Andt 
Bagdii and Dennis Williamson, 1 
would prefer the better names like 
Surajit, in right-out, Sbabbir. centre- 
forward. David Williams, centre-for¬ 
ward or left-out and Debasis Roy, 
left-ottt. But toe only opposition to 
Oayid is Akbar. It Is unfortunate that 
Akbar was unable to play last year 
due to toe injury, but reports say he 
had performed well in tbe pre- 
Olympicaunp. Noerl havetowaitand 
see how he does In toe conditioiiipg 
enmp- The wbtg-balves are no pro- 
blame. It win b® among tbe three 
segse^d medios. Prasanta. Amalraf 
snd Samaresh. With Bhaskar be^ 
wMn tha pasts, the deep defanoe 
will be Frenmath, Moidul. Shmnal 
and Cbinmoy (he has glato agreed 
to play as kn-bade). Of course. 
Ramen and Genranga wiO also figure 
tn the team. 

{ do nat baUava In indt, still bu^ 
pNvallai 8a why not wait and see 
my ikrat taab-tha Fadmtion 
T 


Mohun 

Bagan 

balanced 

side 

Coach AROON GHOSH is 
a man of few words. So 
SARAJIT DEB met captain 
COMPTON DUTTA to get 
a fuller picture of the 
squad 


M ohun bajgan^s greatest 

advantaite this season^ is that 
they have been able ta retain almost 
the same set of players, baninje a 
few change here and tliere, for the 
last three years. Tliis means that 
they have played at least 150*200 
matches together, whidi in turn inh 
plies that they have good under* 
^t^nding, and since football is a team 
game, co-ordination is the key to 
success, though individual skill and 
brilliance do count. 

'*We have not lost mudi during the 
recent football transfer. In fact. I 
would say that the team is more 
balanced than it was last year," said 
Aroon Ghosh, the new ooacii of the 
club, who has taken up tbe reigns 
after P. K. Banerjee djbse to walk 
across to ardi-dvals East Bengal. 

Talking to various members of the 
club, one gathers that the Mohun 
Began dtadel will be guarded bv 
Pratap Ghosh, Shivaji Banerjee and 
the new recruit from Aryan, Jagadish 
Ghosh. Pratap had a dream season 
last year, specially against East 


BMgfii. when he ammet singMiM^* 
ediy saved his team. \ Ha is dafiniimy 
more mature this year. To back hhn 
up» there is Shivaji Banerjee. urho 
bod performed extrmnely ww in tbe 
period 1976 (Aryan) to 1OT8. But 
after he oonooded seven goals in two 
matches ttiiree against East Bengal 
in the 1978 Durenid and four against 
Orkay tn the 1978 Rovers), he bebune 
'the second choice, after Prgtap, last 
year. But during the IFA Shield 
fioah when Pratab was injureih he 
performed creditably under the bar* 
So the loss of Ssntosb Bose to 
Mohammedan Sporting^ has not 
affected their last line of defence In 
the least 

Except for Dilip Palit (to East 
Bengal), Mohun Began has the saipe 
set of defenders. Sanjib Choadluny 
(from George Telegraph) has xeplao- 
ed Palit and the tall and bearded 
Ashok Chakravarty has reiriiaced 
Samar Bhattacharjee. So, more or 
less, the same set of players will be 
patrolling the defence. Leading them, 
of course, would be the tall and 
robust Subroto Bhattacharjee, who. 
Oil his day. is bv far the best stopper 
in the country today. And the ever- 
cool Pradip Clhoudhury is also there 
to keep a dose vigil, which makes 
the defence look compact. Assisting 
them would be Ashok Chakravar^ 
(from Mohammedan Sporting). All 
three have long dearanoes, which will 
provide an mided advantage to thefr 
forwardvS. And, of course, there is 
the new captain Compton Dutta and 
Shyamal Banerjee, the side*backs, 
who have just returned from the pre- 
Olympics in Singapore. 

The authoritative control Mohun 
Bagan have been having over the 
other teams for the past few yearsk, 
is maiuLv due to their mid-field, waidi 
IS controlled by Gautam Sarkar and 
Prasun Banerjee. No one can doubt 
that they are the best medios in tbe 
country at present And, in today’s 
football, it is the medios that make 
or break a game. 

Ibe und^tanding that Gautam 
has with Manash Bhattacharjee and 




Arocn Ohoth*a naw aaaianmant-^hampioria Mohun Bamn at praaUra 


Prftsun with Bldeah Bose in very Kood. 
Perhaps this understandinx prompted 
these two youna and nippy forwards 
to stay on, despite the temptina 
offers from East Benjial. Both have 
tremendous speed. And one must add 
to this the fact that Manash was the 
Joint top-scorer last year with 23 
{{oals. There is also Munish Manna 
(from George Telegraph) to help them 
when needed. So the absence of 
Tapen Das (to East Bengal] will not 
be felt badly. 

In the strikers’ poeitions. there are 
six contenders—'Xavier Pius, Shyam 
Thapa, Mibir Bose (from East Bengal). 
Francis D'Souza (from Goa), Ranjit 
Mukherjee and Kesto Mitra. Among 
the doaen or so out-station playera 
that came to Calcutta last vear. 
Xavier was the only one to adjust to 
local conditions—and quickly. He 
will be the main schemer in the team 
and if the other striker flnds his 
touch, the forward line will be sharp. 
Francis, a prolifle scorer, is equally 
good as a winger, and this will de< 
nnitely help the forward line. But 
Francis has been out of football for 
quite some time now, eo It is to be 
seen bow he adjusts himself . in 
Calcutta. 

Of course, there is the ever-green 
Shyam Thapa, the versatile forward 
who has proved bis worth in the 
teem times without number. And 
Mibir Boee has the added advantage 
of being able to play as a half-back, 

S ist In case Gautam or Prasun dots 
jured. 

Mohun Bagan’s advantage is that 
it is a balanced side, with some play¬ 
ers being the best in the oountiy In, 
their respective positions. And if 

8 


these players produce the form they 
had last .year, it would be difficult to 
stop them. "The players are practis¬ 
ing hard, and what is must important 
is that they are in the best of spirits. 
Tbev are like a close-knit family,” 
adds Aroon Ghosh, 

The new captain, Compton Dutta 
was not too eager to speak about the 
prospects of his team; "In the 
transfers, we gained the maximum, 
because we did not lose anybody. The 
tirst eleven that played lost year, has 
remained intact, so the players-are 



Mihir—in the first team? 


known to each other. We have quite 
B few promising players in Mlhir, 
Ashok, Francis, Sanjlb, Jagdish and 
Munish, and they can fill la the gaps 
when required. I do not want to 
forcast 'any results, but I can pro¬ 
mise one thing—we will try our best 
to produce the results we nave been 
showing for the lost few years. All 
the players are in peak condition, we 
are practising hard and we are try¬ 
ing our best. Our present goal is the 
FMeration Cup,” 

Coach Arooo Ghosh, at present, is 
laying stress on physical conditioning. 
He is making the players run 
'marathons* ('about seven to eight 
km) and after that there are short 
and long sprints op the ground itself. 
I^en he is concentrating on ball trap¬ 
ping, tackles in one-to-four situations. 
Matches are taking place between 
three to four players on each, aide, 
so that th^ players can get to imelr 


that Mibir will make it to the nrit 
team. He li plgynlg la g witihdrawB 
forward, lust in front of Oautam end 
Frasun, toe roTe HeWb uaed to ple,v 
when he was in tha dub. But none 
can, be certain oe to the final eom* 
poiition of the team, out In all pro< 
bably, tlM Anal eleven will be: Pretep 


Ghub, (^'mpton' Outta,'~ Suji^ 
Bhattacherlee, Predip Cboudbury. 
Shysmal Banerjee, Gautam Sarkar, 
Prasun Bmerjee, Manuh Bhitta- 
charjee, Minlr Bm». Xavier Plua and 
Bidesb Bose. And In case someone 
faiji In tto forward line, Franda 
D’Sottsa will get in. 


Pix ; Nikhii Bhattaoharya 
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^ he m viX.'m :pi$t, «r 
«{mU we (uor, tl>e <lec^]K» te^shi^ 
to ihe pe^tt in-tlitf 'imfr' 

h^on hy. leiiiaiir offldab hi f^e. 

, A««in aithpitgh, he .ailiiM^ 
tm leaving . Mnin»t> i^uaig; Chih 
beaifue «f lexfhnlfaflL JttnreYad-' 
Qtles by Eittt 0eniMCitib^'» :Rit he 
Mys that he was Ah<.-effarb4:gy(h 
gw^nate >nci«gM hk .|l»,s^«ill- 
tMjs” during the SM^ JtoW >@U« 
If m fatforiuatijiMi U’smtva, 
Bt^jae is liaiiifWHy. .i^|i|b^^ 
aCkn^ueut depiHrm^ 
tbhrefera, accsrdfiskjf to. {he kw.:<C 
Ok hud. was hei >en|llltod“.to, M>. 
adw /fBdliUes!' frmr d tsah? U 
denunds ;9F^r , llel 

ivould JMijdvwito wdtf^toi^isentic# 




.toctou Uttt thonl udur live id' <> 

coach wlu‘«o»ecig'-^giei':: 

ef''^mhdhebiiig daec swHild' ' ed^ '. 

E dI-vUto .dub*aatfanroies to' uu&e 
d a ueubto? o« his own. dih < 
jidsrion elsBWtwuv, the siilciicKDb «: . 
.players is the prerogative df fa* 
coaeb^ Tbcta Why ton it Wot he the' ' 
pwrogativ* «| ^he dnh dwtolt to 
..eundt as nettbcu tfw penpto'toay; ' 
,.like; .nctordiad to the'censtftnUeiE ' 
..and nanu. untile ciuh’.T ' ’ 
AMtolgll tfr. hanerlw, htt SUt. 

. «Khd to .gito ' due . emHt to ton 
piiyen fnr.wiauiag so uWny too*. ' 
Idiles and takes Um icrtfdtt on hito ^ 
.:iR|ir for vtoe, aaUOi yet. leeto. 
slttto,apd.iietoous. that oawtoi 
'totaSUnDd .pbyers'aro 'Unto - to' ' 
.leave Bast Betutol vtoto . Whoever 
has -ato seen Uutt dortag’ad these 
poars Mr- Banerjee. haa toe toon 
.fertuae of . coachins bto itohs' 
tuffilsg reputed and iddtfut : 
. .playiersT A5..gaod -toe|s areossott* 
Vtodjbdtodieitts an arttom. 
abnlMlw Witboto toiB^I pton^da . 
f^iteaf * ebaoh ike Mr. iSiiHj? \ 

'.'d^n de 

(|toar hut ton ptosania, toat tjto! %. ■ 
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itovinjg iitosu Bagad 
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Rebuild¬ 
ing East 
Bengal a 
tough 
task 

P. K. BANERJEE 

W HEN I HAD STARTED COACH- 
ing the East Bengal football 
team for the first time in 1972, the 
club had a depleted side. Star play¬ 
ers like Thangaraj, Nayeem, Kajal 
Mukherjee, Kalan Guha, Parimal 
jDey, Ashok Chatterjee and others 
had either left the club or anaouno 
ed their retirement from first class 
football. But almost all of them were 
over the hill and I was fed with some 
seasoned campaigners like Chandne- 
shwar Prasad, Sudhir Karmakar, 
Swapan Sengupta and Habib and a 
group of up-and>conung youngsters 
uke Gautam Sarlj^pr. Akbar Sama- 
resh Chowdhury. Latifuddin and 
others. And 1 must say East Bengal 
did fairly well that season and in 
the years that followed. 


Once again 1 have been given a 
task of rebuilding East Bengal. But 
the situation, this time, is entirely 
different. When 1 finally decided to 
join the club, the authorities promise 
ed me to give a fairly good side. But 
aftCf the Calcutta soccer transfer was 
over, 1 found nine out of the regular 
11 of last year's East Bengal team 
had left the club and 1 was provided 
with a bunch of players among whom 
some are already over the hill, some 
are at the peak of their career and 
the rest with just promise to offer. 

1 have two sound and safe goal¬ 
keepers in Nasir Ahmed and Amit 
Guha while the third one, Dilip Paul 
from Kidderpore, is also very promi¬ 
sing. 

Monoraojan Bhattacharya, undoub¬ 
tedly, is the most dependable defen¬ 
der in India today. His likely partner, 
Sudhir Karmakar, was once the best 
defender of the country, but he is 
ageing now. For the last two years, 
Sudhir did not actively take part at 
this level of soccer. So 1 don’t know 
how well he will shape up in the en¬ 
suing season—but then Sudhir is a 
seasoned campaigner and I sincerely 
hope he will rise to the demands of 
the situation. The tall and lanky 
Samar Bhattacharya is a very promi¬ 
sing stopper. Last year he performed 
creditablly in the couple of matches 
he played for Mohun Dagan. 

Satyajit Mitra is a player who has 
been constantly overlooked by his 
State and national side. He was not 
fully fit last season, but undoubtedly 


be is among the best four or five de¬ 
fenders in the country today. With 
Satyajit as captain Dilip Palit will 
have to play in position other than 
his usual left-back. Dilip did not i^lay 
many matches last year. He is a good 
player, had played for India in the 
past, but he lacks consistency. To 
get accustomed to unusual positions 
after so many years will also not be 
an easy task for Dilip. Mathews, an¬ 
other side back, is still an unknown 
quantity to me. So is Abani Aich. 

The two linkmen are the most diffi¬ 
cult spots for me. Kajal Chatterjee 
is a forward-converted half-badc. 
Supiit Bagchi, the youngest member 
of the side; is probably the most tal¬ 
ented yohng medio in Calcutta today, 
but then again. I haven’t seen mudi 
of him. Mahmud Khabazi, the Irani¬ 
an, had a couple of good matches in 
the local league but he is yet to play 
with authority. 

In the forward line 1 have two very 
up-and-coming players in Soinenath 
Baoerjec (capable of playing both as 
a striker and a winger) and Subhash 
Roy, Bibhash Saikar, another for¬ 
ward of the side, had played for 
Junior India even before Manash 
Bhattacharya, and at one stage he 
was considered as the most talented 
winger after Surojil Sengupta. But 
at that stage ho sustained an untor- 
tunate injury and never made the 
grade. He was once discarded by 
East Bengal in 1975 but 1 think this 
time be will try to avail of the oppor¬ 
tunity. 






Tapan Das is another player who 
did not fulfil the initial promise he 
had shown before Joinina Ease Bena- 
al a couple of years ago. Tapan is a 
good dribbler and can also shot well 
with bis right foot, but the main pro^ 
blem with him is that he is very tac¬ 
kle-shy. Last yeai', he did not pro¬ 
perly uttli^ the chances he got 

Latifuddin, at one time, was full 
ot promise and has played in the 
national squad. But for the last two 
years, especially after his marriage, 
he has put ou a lot of weight and is 
not giving his best on the field. 
Najeeb, a nephew of the great Rah¬ 
man. is another talented player who 
reminds me of the dashing Ashim --- 
Moulik. 

Harjinder Singh, undoubtedly, is 
one of the finest forwards in India 
today, provided he is physically fit. 
Habib, the old horse—probably the 
senior-most player along with Sankar 
Banerjee in Calcutta football at pre¬ 
sent — and Subhash Bhowmtk have 
aheady passed their best days, but 
still capable of producing the flashes 
of their past. There is also Latif’s 
brother Sbujat. but 1 will have to see 
how he shapes up. 

And that leaves two Iranians, 
Majid Khan and Jara.shid, who 1 was 
told would jom East Bengal, I have 
not seen either, but Tve heard Ma.iia 
had represented Iran in the 1978 
World Cup and is a very fine striker. 
Jamshid is reported to be good and 
generally strikes frqira the mid-fi^d 
in the 4-3-3 fonnatioiu 

I ALREADY MENTIONED THAT 
the main difierence between 
East Bengal and other teams is that 
our team is not balanced. Moreover, 
as the players have come from diff¬ 
erent parts of the country as well as 
from Iran, their language and social 
customs are entirely different. So 
it is not easy to tune them perfectly. 
To start with. I am insisting on group 
training so that each player can un¬ 
derstand the other. I am also telling 
the senior players to mix with juni¬ 
ors so that perfect harmony is main¬ 
tained. 

In the past, whenever 1 was succ¬ 
essful, people used to say that 1 did 
It with a set team. People’s memory 
is really short. They never keep in 
mind tnat I have also done it with 
fairly unknown elements. But 1 must 
admit that, giving perfect shape to 
the present East Bengal team is un¬ 
doubtedly the most diallenging task 
in my coaching career. I have very 
little time before fielding the side for 
the Federation Cup. If the tourna¬ 
ment had been held in aav place 
other than Calcutta. I would have 
asked my club authorities not to pa^ 
Uclpate because in such short tiaw« 
it Is almost impossible to build a side 
from the players who are not fami¬ 
liar with each other’s game. 

Still 1 am ronfident that a time will, 
come when East Bengal will get into 
perfect tune. 



' .V-. ' 


__ . .FAia^v'- ^mwaNc 
That 

allies' 

' "aaii^ *' Si^t' •’t' i 

cndiUmM^ to tura ou^ tOf W8 ' 
outfit thus keepfniK itt totua. ... 

Having pifiyed iat 
at the vtakM 

• after, the ^teniimSfear the 
. fh-the rjflWV 
he he ’ 

area Ms tewieeif; 

SHmaaSv «tt‘ 



to gsK 

where I hid fthr QA# .|Wih«tea' 
last, to East Beiteal ■vThaf>'(te8 on 
March 2e. Hut Mr. ■.UM 

0)0 (a tate-to the , 

the teaoi. SatyaJlt 'Mai:*'^ah' Ma- 
horaojah Bhaaadterhd’ I litsi.' 
them tlte omet hay hfra[.hMh aoemr< 
ed euthttstediio' 

. thorn.; Thw.jwen\ , 

befhrh.sUmMf 



»t; It had-ai 
up on the 27th> 
next day, mi he 




1 went to the dub .te<H,|he tteM 
morninjB, Htere’«w.''fepsh<d' 

.■ vermtioR' between, Is-JE<j (hw ■«»’ 
tyajit. At .th0'ert4,;fif.tKj^,.,%^ 
jit . told ote Hf ewa .'iftite'^ 




'^dS^ii‘^hteh~ 4 eft high and dry 

Whether . .averythiite was 
01 - not. When he.caitte 
the .hteen siftoal, l^r.weat in.' 
sshL, 'Why were-yott waitina 
T But jost thee^ Satyajif 
, te P. K. in wMspdth 
.werffcil.' p. K. j^dfod op the- 
ihdae and ' fhtKad’'tO'^' Mi- 
. ... jEt Ghosh. 1 cOnJd hMif him 
w, *Vli%at ^ Bohth pat hltCllP 
t^tetrBOse are stayina Andm 
-mready have 2 S boysf '.SceiaSiifly ' 
■oiistfalten. he tald‘nie.&e tejte 
siitty. ' appareatlv,'tHe'..elub had/ 
tOroidy. taken its ouota of 2i pm-' 
an and so It would not be posdhie 
.to acconuDodate me. 

-' '’Can-ifou imagine thh situaHoa? 

I ana heiog told in ftOat of a host 
..dr, Jahters that I was not nouired 
- i^apd' tbat, too, oa the test day 
•of/iraaafera, so.that f coalda’topt. 
..Ear a^ other dob. The'.hnmflte- 
;\tjUHh .nte-letdowit waa tela. -much 
J|p. awalwwl { almost wept'. ' - 

. ^ ^Bdt'ttere was mhhiiid'^ ^id 
. ^. Obviously, the dub Was 'Wait' 

. Mg tp hear about the two Irjah&tns 

• Jhey .nJUmately gdtrAtohh' wM* 

' MaSm^ Khahad, in the inhtBeld. 
IfMm loeae were couAmwd, 1 
'/dtejgiteaed, But ,! ai^jiSw;«i-f why ■ 

for f^a jtiad. ot^ 
’ wEiv . twty: 

, , SW' ittetf (hal 

.Opt b^-abkr.tu.apcdteteO' ' 
XV^VL ■ 
. «, . .,ht Tarutt.; 


th^t 

J^^^TOieivclv 
■•Sd^Wf;#^lha.v not 
mv^S fom^rbut sure- 











































Cover Story 


J _ 



AJAY KUMAR 



Wilt ! be the iVortd Champ one day —a four-year-old 
Pxahash s:eems to wonder 


E verybody used to say ta 

Prakash is good but * a lot of 
Ufs* and *buts* must have disappear¬ 
ed by now — fan Ptnky Jaitley from 
Calcutta in a letter to Praka£h after 
the tatter\s Ail-England icin. *‘Bel- 
ween September 1979 and the end of 
1980, Prakash Padukone should 
emerge as the world's best badmin 
ton player’* — Dipu Ghosh, May 
1979, article m 'Sportsworld\ ’‘Yes, it 
is my sironp ambition to become the 
world champion one day but J fear 
it will remain a wish** — Prakash 
Padukone in an interview to *Nagpur 
Times*, 1976. 

‘‘You have a future world champi 
on in Prakash'^ — Rudy Hartono, 
after beating Prakash 15-2, 15-7 at 
the Bombay Gymkhana in 1971. 
“Finest amon^ shuttle stars’* — 
heading of first profile of Prakash, 
published in the ‘Deccan Herald' on 
August 11, 1968. "Plays an intelligent 
game with clever placings and neat 
drops but lacks power in his smash¬ 
es" — comment by Prakash's father, 
P. Ramesh, in information sh^ tor 
the above-mentioned profile* 

N ot for nothing was mr 

Ramesh Padukone the Secretary 
of the (tnen) Mysore Badminton 
Association for 14 years. He could 
spot talent when he saw it. In 1961. 
he saw it in his second son, Prakash. 
He immediately set about training 
Prakash in the rudiments of the 
game and only a year later, the cute- 
looking Prakash was entered in the 
sub-juniors event of the Mysore State 
Championships. Prakash lost, cried 
14 


refused to leave the court and was 
mollified with the ‘Best Loser’ tro 
phy. This was on September 22, 1962. 
A mere 18 years later the same lad 
was on top of the badminton world. 

In cold facts. Prakash’s career is 
easily told. Two years after he play¬ 
ed his first competitive match, he 
won the subjunior State title. In 
1967, when merely 12, he was 
selected for the State Juniors 
squad for the Nationals. Three 
years later, he was the Na* 
tional junior champ. The same 
year he annexed four titles in the 
State Championship then, in Febru^ 
ary 1972. came the great leap for¬ 
ward when he won both the Nation* 
al junior and senior crown. the 
youngest to do the latter. Since then, 
he has lost only four matches to 
Indians and hasn’t given up the 
National crown. 

Internationally, the laurels came 
later. He was first selected for the 
Thomas Cup squad in 1972 but had 
to wait till 1978 to bag a major in¬ 
ternational title, when he beat Derek 
Talbot of England to capture the 
Commonwealth crown. In next year’s 
All-England he was honoured with 
the topseeding, sharing it with 
Indonesian Liem Swie King, but a 
heel injury forced him to drop out 
SIX months later, he created a sensg- 
tion by winning the .first-ever priae- 
money tournament, the Masters. In 
London by walloping Morton Frost 
Hansen of Denmark. Seeded Joint 
third for the All-England this year, 

he . but that’s history and you 

all know it 


I first met Prakash in Bangalore 
last year. He was then recovering 
from his heei injury and was just a 
little morose about it. i irst, and the 
abiding inrfbreoSiun of Prakash. is 
about his shyness and unassuming- 
ness — his solt voice, the endearing 
way in wnich he strokes his hair as 
he talks, the penguindike way in 
Which he peaces bis feet when he sits 
down. He was already an inwemution- 
al figure but he still brougot the tea 
himself from the kitchen. And then 
when We went out to have ice-cream, 
Prakash insisted on kicking the star¬ 
ter of the motorbike himself, even 
though his heel acned every time he 
did so. Here was a simp4e mc.n. with 
simple tastes but who, nevertheless, 
enjoyed his simple piea5ure.s. 


It was to know more about Pra¬ 
kash that I again went to Bangalore 
after the Alkhngknd win. Outward¬ 
ly. 'Proadiant' (the house owned by 
his grandfather P. Annaji Rao where 
the Padukone dan lives) wa^ no dif¬ 
ferent. Nestling in a quiec street 
which ends in a cui de sac in the 
Bangalore suburb of MaUeswaram. 
there was nothing to advertiiie oub 
side that here lived the world cham¬ 
pion in badminton. Insiue. wnat was 
new was the big All-England Cup 
adorning the centre table and^a tro¬ 
phy made of thermooole prepared ,in 
his honour by his dose fnenos whidi 
said ’Hail King Prakash’. Prakash’s 
smile wa.$ as friendly as ever. We 
agreed to meet later in the day. 


B angalore, march so. pra* 

kasii had beep in Bangalore fur 
two days and the 







l^rakaah (left) al the a{fe of one and a half yearns ivith elder brother 
Fra deep 


the home th-at he was extremv^iy re* 
luctant to go out. Nevertheless, when 
a clqse family friend invited him for 
a i>emi-ofiiciai (>arty, his affection for 
the iriend prevailed and he went. 

Aceprdina tp the plan of the host* 
friend, by the time Prakash was ex¬ 
pected to come, most of the xuests 
were supposed to have Rooe, leaving 
behind people who knew Prakash and 
whom Prakash knew. The hosts were 
well aware of Prakasb’s reluctance 
to socials — and specially when 
there was koina to be drinking. The 
plan went awry. The boss of the lirm 
hosting the dinner decided to stay on 
to meet Prakash, partly because he 
himseit, a keen sports enthusiast, 
wanted to meet the ‘world champion’ 
and partly in deference to his wife, 
recuperating after a heart attack in 
London, who is greatly fond of bad¬ 
minton and had encouraged the 
young Prakash. And since the boss 
stayed on, the rest did so. And. as it 
happens, when pt^ple drink longer 
than they expected to they were high 
by the time Prakash arrived. 

Thus it was that one gentleman 
followed Prakash around the room 
and wiLbin the space of 15 minutes 


Frakjosh at the age t>( seven when he 
was baptised into the game of 
badminton 



had gone through his routine eight 
times: He would draw up to Pra¬ 
kash ^ive a deep breath, look Pra¬ 
kash m the face and say: “1 saw 
you on TV in London against Han¬ 
sen Frost and you were.” and 

Prakash never lost his cool. Only 
when the gentleman went away did 
he turn around and remark: “If I 
had known this. 1 wouldn’t have 
come.’" And then, the ever-logiccil 
fellow that he is. added: ’’There i=J 
no point in talking to people who 
are drunk. They don’t know what 
thev arc saving and fh^v don't undcr- 
sta»'d what you are saving.” 

Prakash’s evening wasn’t over. A 
little later a mustacnioed former 
services man came up to him and 
referring to the fabulous receptioa 
Bangalore gave him said: ”Do you 
really think you deserved it ?” Polite¬ 
ly Prakash replied; ”It isn’t for me 
to decide whether it was worth it or 
not.” Later, when we were going 
home, the man’s words came back to 
him alia Praka^ explained how be 
felt as if the man was accusing him 
of having organised the reception 
himself. 

1 cannot think of any other world 
champion who would not have lost 
his cool at such unprovoked imperti¬ 
nence. And tne next day, as Prakash 
delayed bis trip to a hide-out so that 
he could linisih our interview. I 
couldn’t imagine any other world 
champion doing as much for a jour¬ 
nalist. 

We spoke for well over three 
hours. In two sessions. The first was 
held at a friend’s place, since, had 
he stayed at hmne, he would have 
had to meet visitors. And Prakash 
cannot say *no’. Why, the day before 
a gentleman bad oome with a printed 
n^rd gnnounting some function 
:Whefe prak^h would be the chief 


guest—and this was the hrsl he was 
hearing of it: The sccoiid session 
was held in the comfortable bed of 
his grandfather, with Prakas-h prop¬ 
ped on one end and self on the other. 
Excerpts follow: 

On the All-England win : To be 

frank, no I OKini expect to win. 
But I was oonhdent 1 would do 
better than on previous occasions 
because everything was going right 
for me—physically I was very fit. 
mentally I was well prepared and 
plus my two earlier victories had 
given me a lot of confidenoe. On the 
contrary. King had lost to Chinese 
player in Singapore a month befoi'e 
the All-England, 17-18 in the third 
game. Plus 1 had beaten tliree 
Indonesians in a row in the Swedish 
Open—Dhanny Sartika, Hadiyauto 
and Hartono. What 1 observed in 
the semi-final which I observed 
minutely, was that King was not 
playing his normal game. He was 
making a lot of mistakes and he 
didn't get too ihany points bv 
smashes as he usually does. 1 don't 
know why King played so. Mavbe 
because hie Wi.s tense. One thing 1 
have always menUoned is that I 
wasn’t sure how good King\- tempe¬ 
rament was under hmsion- and tt^at 
is the main difference between Hdi- 
tono and King, And I know that if-1 
took an initial lead. King would get 
rattled. That is where I wms trying 
to exploit him because game-wlso I 
still consider that he might be still 
belter than me. 

Tn the very first service I got six 
paints in something like two minutes 
—easy p3ints, without any rallies. 
Within two semces I was leading 
10-love. This had never happencMl to 
hhn before and he was completely 
rattled 1 realised then that this was 
my chance, it was now or never. 1 
won the ffrst game 15-3. 
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In the second gsxne» et 4*aU. I 
started servicing Tow, and two or 
three returns be hit out, trying to be 
too accurate. Two or three rallies 1 
c&ugnt him at the set by dribbling 
well. Before the match 1 had plan* 
ned to slow him down, pin him at the 
baseline and conoentraUi on getting 
my length. 

Whenever he bad beaten me in the 
past, be would be attacking. If all 
bjs smashes go well, it is oifBcult to 
beat lum but once you start return- 
ing his ^masnes he gets nervous. Tnis 
time whenever he smasued 1 could 
return them wnerever I wanted. One, 
he waon t smashing as well and, two, 
X had got a correct length If I get 
my length then even if his smashes 
are more powerful than mine. Also, 
he is a lOt more fitter man 1 am. 
Suppose 1 have to play at the speed 
at which he plays I won’t be able to 
la^t more man eignt or 10 points. 

Yes, 1 was a bit surprised at the 
score. I didn’t expect to win in two 
games. In fact, in toe second game 
also 1 was leading 11-4 so 1 cond- 
nued. It could have been 15-3, 15-4, 
But then he came up as I was 
nawurady a bit tense as I felt 1 was 
coming to the end. Then at 13-10 I 

S ot a lucky point when the shuttle 
it the tape and fell on his side, beat 
ing him even though be was ready 
at the net. But a certain element 
of luck is absolutely necessary. You 
never know if the shuttle hadn’t 
gone over be might have got one or 
two points more. Tcere was then a 
side over and on my second service 
at 14-^10 there was a rally and then 
1 got a mid-court smash in and 1 w^n. 

Reaction to wtnnlng : I could hard¬ 
ly believe I had won. I did think I 
had rea ised one of mv life’s ambi¬ 
tions. But now that the World 
Championships has started, one would 
also like to win that but winning the 
All-England has its own gUmour. 

About tho Inteniatloiul oppogitioii: 

One Cunt be abooluteiy suie of beat¬ 
ing all others. Further, now I will be 
under additional tension. And the 
feeling that now I can b^at anybody 
can both be an advantage and a dis¬ 
advantage. When I beat King I had 
nothing to lose. 1 had lost to him on 
four previous occasions and if I won 
now It would be creditable because 
he is censidered the better player. 
Now when I play King the pressure 
will be on me. tne advantage is that 
I will now think that since I’ve 
beaten him once I can do it again. 

Basic fifereiioo between styka of 
play : The Indonesiaiis keep smash¬ 
ing from all points of toe Cvuri; 
whereas we only smash when we are 
sure we will get a point. They use 
the smash to create an opening, 
while we use some other stroke to do 
that. Objectively speaking, their 
style of play might be better but one 
has to be absolutely fit for that. And 
foi« Indians it is better we play the 
way we do. Their way your strokes 
become really limited. Once you 
don’t get an opening with your 
smashes, you don’t have any other 
stroke to get an opening, and you 


tend to get upset. Whereas In our 
style you can catch them on the 
wrong foot by playing a sharp drop, 
or deceptive flicks or bv a half-court 
smash and then when you get an 
opening you smash. 

T never switched over to the power 
game and it might have been disas¬ 
trous had I tried to do that because 
tb^rc are some inherent talents that 
w« ^nrilrns have. Like we are better 
than the others in piaving deceptive 
strokes bv decaying them till the last 
momenu^giving it a ‘Jbatka’ as we 
call lt--and this is something that 
really unsettles them. Frost Hansen 
admitted as much after I beat him 
in the Danish Open. You have to 
keep your basic talent and add to it 
•—a little more speed, better foot¬ 
work. 

Importance of mental preparatfon: 

You have to analyse your opponent’s 
game. I do this mentally. In case 
I am playing him for the first time. 

I try to find out hi^ weak points 
within the first two or three points. 
And because the opponent will be 
doing the same you have to play in 
such a way that you can exploit his 
weak points while not exposing yours. 
Then during the you have to 

keep thinking. They usually $av a 
good player has to think two strokes 
ahead. And for that you have to 
have really good anticipation. And 
you should be prepared for your 
anticipation to go wrong. So you 
also need good footwork. 

How he trains : We follow the 
same scheduie toey have in Indonesia 
which lasts one-and-a-half-hour every 
day. It is divided into five parts— 
running, skipping, weight training, 
calisthenic exercises and shadow 
play and we do different things on 
different days. Monday we do run¬ 
ning, either long distance or sprints 
depending on whether there is a 
tournament nearby or not. If there 
is, we do sprints. Tuesday we do 
weights. Wednesday it is either gym¬ 
nastic exercises or some running, 
depending on what we have done on 
Monday. Thursday it is fully skip¬ 
ping—slow. fast, double Jumps. Fri¬ 
day weights again and Saturday it is 
on the court exercises like shadow 
play. The court is divided into four 
segments. You stand in the centre* 
of the court and react to numbers 
being called out. If ’one’ stands for 
a drop on the forehand, you go 
through all the motions and then re¬ 
turn to the centre. All this is done 
at match speed and thug it improves 
your speed, fitness and footwork. 1 
keep saving because we have a 
group here of about eight to 10 boys 
who do this schedule regularhr with 
me. And this group has really help¬ 
ed me. Probably If I was on mv own 
I don’t think 1 would have done as 
much. 

I ^ 

I tiiinlc I c«n look after my prepa¬ 
ration for my game myself. I am 
left on my own that Is the best Some 
ooachea do that, some don’t. 

Bieet ot seelag Kadjr Hartone : I 
saw Uartono for tp# pne tioM at 
Tabbalgiur la early 1871. , 1 





requited ta ^ Hart<mo traiit He 
called us te hia ixKMn. Tliat day be 
was playiu a match so, tieUeve it or 
not. ne did akippina Uff one hour 
and 15 mlnutaa. About 10.000 aktpa 
... .and no alow akippina. all fast 
And be aaid he was doing less train- 
ina because he hM to play a match 
in the evenina. *niat was the time 
when I realised thet if one bad to 
reach the top one had to be absolute* 
ly €t. .So after 1 came back I became 
more regular in my training. 

There was also a change in my 
<ityle of play Before seeing Hartono 
I didn’t know and couldn't believe 
that badminton could be played m 
sudi a style and at such 
speed. Our game was absolute¬ 
ly in contrast. We were defensive 
while he was always on the attack. 
He would ierve low and if you lifted 
the shuttle he would smashl If you 
kept it at the net. he would dnbble 
^ you bad to lift, he made the game 
look so eas^. He would catch the 
shuttle much higher, as early as 
possible. The advantage of that was, 
one, you gel a steeper trajectory and, 
two, you give the opponent less time 
to recover, and Rudy was a six- 
tootrr He would lump about one- 
and-a-half feet—an<l he could do that 
for virtually every point for as many 
as ‘.ix games-^verv time he smashed 
so with his height, plus the lump, plus 
his hand, plus the racquet you can 
imagine how effective he was. Most 
of the shots which were hit to his 
baseline he would lump and intercept 
at mid court. 

Seeing Hartono was the greatest 
inhueiice on my game in the forma¬ 
tive stage-—both Ironi tlie pomt of 
view ot realising the importance of 
physical htness and from the cnange 
in the style of play 1 tried to base 
my game on the Hartono style and 1 
think ( have partially succeed^. You 
never know if 1 hadn’t seen him at 
that tune, or if 1 had seen him after 
three or four years, it coukl have 
been a bit too late to change. 1 still 
hero-worship Hartono. I like every¬ 
thing about him, his game and his 
personality. He is very levei-neaded, 
unlike the Euiopeano, and all the 
fame hasn't gone to bis head. 

1 have played against him twice. 
The hrst was in 1971 and the next 
was this year in the Swedish Open. 
In 1971 1 lost to him easily and this 
time it came to such a point that I 
could have given him a love game. 

I was leading 14-0 but I couldn't 
think of beating him at zero. So I 
made sure 1 gave him a point And 
1 wouldn’t have minded if he had 
drawn up and even gone on to beat 
me. There was no way I would give 
him a love game* 

(To be contmued. Next week: 
Prakash on how he is stowly aCQuir* 
ing the killer instinct and why he 
didn't haoe it earner, on people who 
have been important m his career, 
on faalHtes he had and the fixciltties 
he wish he had, on how long he 
plans to go on, on his faith m pot- 
mtstry and why he has stopped be^ 
Itevmg m it and on his fiancee 
Ujjald end nuariage ptens)^ 


A very important 


Prakash 


AM OVERWHKLMED/’ WITH 
A tears of joy, Prakash Padu- 
kone, the unoflicjai World No. 1 in 
badminton, expressed his gratitude 
to thousands of Bangaloreans who 
extended one of the most colourful, 
memorable receptions ever given to 
a sports star m the city’s nistory 
‘T had never even dreamt that my 
arrival would be so important. AH 
that I imagined was that only few 


of my friends and the members of 
my family would be there to receive 
me So many people and I haidly 
know them It was great. I am ever 
grateful lo them I feel that this 
welcome means much more to me 
than the 'Grand Slam' of victories 
that 1 won I shall treasure this in 
my memory all my life. My only 
regret is that 1 cannot thank them 
all personally." This is how 


A flow of x^aple to the arrtval lovn re of the airport while the police band 
gets ready to greet the hero with L<iurQ\ theme 


WCLCOMC 
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A royal welcome tot Ptakash 

kash, modest despite the world 
crown on his head, reacted to the 
grand reception 

“I am thullod It was not like 
this at Bombay , reacted Ujjala 
Karkal, Prakash’s fiancee. Stunned 
by the grandeur and piomp, Ujjala 
said * ‘It makes me feel really gieat 
that so many people had come to 
the airport to greet him I am 
really glad and lucky that 1 made 
4 last-minute deoision to accom¬ 
pany him to Bangalore It is a 
oncc-in-a-hfetime dieam and I shall 
never forget this I have fallen m 
love with Bangaloieans (other than 
Pxakash, of course) They are so 
warm and affectionate ” Ujjala, who 
IS as petite as Prakash is handsome, 
could hardly conceal her tears She 
had just gone to say goodbye to 
him at Santa Cruz and when some¬ 
one offered her hi& seat, asking if 
she wished to accompany Prakash* 
she jumped at the offer The result 
was that she had to send an SOS 
to her home at Poddar Road* Bom¬ 
bay and get her clothings the next 
day Thanks to the courtesy of In- 
duan Airlines who have helped Pra¬ 
kash in all respects and UJJala aays 
she never rep-eta that she came 
without any baggage 

"He richly and rightly deserves 
this Has he not made us proud 
It IS our bounded duty to welcome 
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him m a fashion that befits only a 
king * said Mi A J Anandan, 
Director of Youth Seivices and 
Sports who was the brain behind 
the show 

"We are too happy and that is all 
we can say,’ reacted the membeis 
of the Padukone family who were 
stunned by the surging crowds all 
along the 143 km route 

While every Bangalorean agieed 
tnat this was the greatest-ever re¬ 
ception that any VIP has got, an 


r -\ 
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old man reacted have seen 
many VIPs pass through this road 
but this is the first time when I 
could touch my hero and shake 
hands with him" 

With hardly two days at their 
disposal, the Department of Youth 
Services spearheaded by (Mr Anan¬ 
dan did a splendid job The entire 


department including Mi K P C 
Pillay, stadium estate officer, work¬ 
ed overtime to get things done and 
to make the leteption a giand suc¬ 
cess The Government extended all 
help and for once the red tape did 
not come in the way 

By noon itself hundreds of people 
were tracing their steps to the HAL 
Airport, while others occupied 
every inch of space on the busy 
Mahatma Gandhi Road Some ins¬ 
titutions situated on the busy 
thoioughfare almost declared an 
unofficial "off’ by 1 pm Despite 
the fact that the Indian Airlines 
flight from Bombay was an hour 
behind schedule none at the air¬ 
port or on the road lost his patience. 
But finally whep the Airbus *came 
to a halt on the tarmac hundreds of 
Prakash’s legton of admirers rushed 
to the airstrip despite the tight 
security A harassed airport offi¬ 
cial tried his level best to contain 
them but gave up in to the moods 
of the public. So much so the VIP 
Renuka Rajendran* Minister tor 
Youth Services who had come to 
receive f^akash on behalf of the 
State* was put in the background. 
It was only after his admirers had 
garlanded him could the Minister 
greet Prakash. '"Welcome home 
and please accept our grateful 
thanks for the wonderful honour 
you have brought to us all." 
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A tirn 0 to taste - fotnon^Btid time* 
tike it's never been. More tengy.mon 
punchy, more everything. 
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A tiin 9 to 'freshen'- with tongue- 
tinglmg hmorfand ///nef Fresh and 
icy cold. 
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A time to switch to Campa-Ze/non' 

and Hme* Any time from nine to nine 
or before and after. Today-or now. 
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TIT-BITS 

A Vi^EAK AEmHN fmOM king 

kllM it wHb « 
Mmarti tf» b^ralid tuniit^ as «• 
Kiaif of jbadmintoit. ‘nntta wero 
cftlewatiOMs both «t Ii^e JM 

What hsMWlied after tMt Wa» 
that (uany «f ua Mr«m lo stew 
wttfc Iftam dreams. ^Bat not Mr 
Chamo. ''1 ittst do«l 9 not am#, 
'fbut^bts abi^t my imrents ke|a 
ttsahtna tiiroaaib ntv InMU Ma# 
ttdiMIs which I hi 

^hed iMle otlM^stad W ^ 
I woakl jgem rMfivee Irom the 
iiijiWy. the hmji stntglM ^ I 
had to ovtar^fe to fiMW WV 
amidtioA. laitiai fOlwctance ^ 
many in the tiouHtrv to acceM the 
latent in me Of course many had 
said that I would ooe day hecOai* 
the t^amohM. That I felt jtrate* 
fut to alt and £ thanked evervhodv 
Id mv draam. Mv tneAils, my 
family how tMy sharM m awtietV 
with me and the role, We Press 
piaved In mv suceesa It was all 
because of this that I was able to 
sustain ah my troubles and wia 
the AII'Enmand. mv ftremost 
amhition.'' recalled mhilNi. ‘Wx 
Ben must have struck four When 
I doallv saattfted mmie jdeep 
only to aet up at Ave m the 


mwafite. IlNd hUitit fhitdll Wpa h 

thwam f«r th«.'* 
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IwuinW' Md a M t niih 

Prakadh knrad U, 
PKAKAStl MQM 

bis head, Prtduum w 

S uraxed cigarettes m 
luor 



Attar the AiNBmtihmdt Iti^heSli 
did drink chgiMtiiSe. a« oSeld 
the promlata he 4Mwfh f> ^ ^|hw^ 
It seems that wwr PiawaMa 
success, teaihHihid# thchracma i 
promise from Min tiigt Im svhtiM 
tske some chamfidgae. ]hraitan 
conceded to Utat eh COndilioii 


a promise, had to he lt#bwih 

gsg^%,irfej»a 

mtk o«d a pmstcr ImcKir 
^ egaumihd m udasapa 
for musi syouM ^ 

oMp apMe JuiCh). 

Am when Me toast wat doo# 
in Me name, of tha wtwM'«biiil< 
pMk rrakaah ihtiped tibe^diiM 
with a xrimaciag fach aaM umg 
watM another major yietiup. mf 
mty regret. "1 oonld iiot take 
any more appta juice." 

When the giria shook hands WBh 
Piskash to oQttgrauilate Mm on 
Ms triumph coach Pori Whs net 
itoprttMed. lie said that they 
should do as the Westemero did- 
All the girls tprOed red and tftaC 
some coaxing one of them took 
the lead and planted a kiss pn 
prakasfa’s cheek. But notm follow* 
ed her To save their embarrass* 
ment. PrakaSh went to them SM 
made their faces even redder hv 
kissing each td them on their 
cheeks 

yyhat tt wlM Uko? Jf aMeci 

jwatiticir to ,v^ t would get at 
h^e>‘' PTaKaih tmswerml. K was 
now the tum # tliiala. ^tting in 
front of us, to Msin. 


After this a mini precession from 
the tarmac to the arrival lounge 
began. Prakash's brothers, Harish 
and !ilaheah, took charge of his 
luggage His fiancee took care of 
his racq^ts that conquered the 
world With Prakash’s father Mr 
Ramesh proudly holding the All- 
England '!^rophy, the procession 
took 10 minutes to cover about 
500 feet As soon as Prakash reach"- 
cd the vicimty of the arrival lounge 
which was decorated with the 
banner ’’Welcome home World 
Champipn'* installed by Canara 
Union where Prakash had his first 
lessons in badminton The colourful 
police band struck the loud music 
and followed it up with a piece from 
the film, Doctor Zhivago < Laura’s 
theme^ ‘Somewhere my love*). That 
was not the song for the occasion 
but none minded it The spirit be¬ 
hind it was great rather than the 
meaning 

i^CE HE WAS INSIDE THE 
" lounge pandemonium broke out 
HAL was soon drowned in the sea 
of his admirers and it look nearly 30 
minutes for the Bangalore Police 
(they deserve all praise for the 
good show they put up in control¬ 
ling an esKited mob) to clear the 
path for Prakash and make his way 
to the VIP loun^ce where the Tttvs 


waUed for him Be sat patiently 
with them and spent about ^ 
minutes giving his views about the 
victories He had to be politely re¬ 
minded that the crowd was getting 
restive and soon he was out 

Then began one of the most 
memorable processions that a Ban- 
galorean has ever witnessed. Two 
police outriders led the way fol¬ 
lowed by the truck carrying the 
police band, jeep with battery of 
photographers (the Indian News¬ 
reel friends dud not feel the vent 
worth being lecorded and they 
never turned up), an open Jeep 
carrying Prakash, his father wi,th 
the trophy In the sSme Jeep were 
the president and secretary of the 
Karnataka Badminton Association. 
Following this were the cars 
carrying his family friends, Press 
etc Hundreds of two-wheelers 
joined the procession too For eight 
km the motorcade sped through 
with the vehicles coming from op¬ 
posite side coming to a grinding 
halt as if to salute the hero. 

Then for the next 6.3 km the 
motorcade crawled at a snairs pace 
as almost at every step some ad¬ 
mirer or other stopped the Jeep 
to garland Prakash. Some threw 
flowers at him, some coina» while 


the rest threw whatever they had 
in hand 

Finally, at about 5 15 pjm, the 
motorcade made it to Vidhana Sou- 
dha, the seat of the Government 
where the sportive Chief Minister 
of Karnataka, Mr R. Gundu Rao. 
walked down the steps and hugged 
Prakash, with the words' "We are 
proud of you and we do hope that 
you will provide us with many 
more such victories so that we will 
become prouder" Prakash assured 
him that he would try his best to 
win the Jakarta World Cup. 

• 

Ttom here Prakesh wee taken in 
a police car to his house at Btalle- 
swaram where another large crowd 
waited for him. Mrs Ahalya greet* 
ed her son with the traditional 
"Aarthi" singing "The evil eyes 
keep off my son”^ As an after* 
thought she Included her would*be 
daugnter-ln-law. 

* Thus came to an end one ol the 
grandest receptions ever aocorded 
to a sportsman. The qjontatMoua 
reipoiue fMm the public <aily 
proved that thw do care for aJl 
aport»-..hOt juat'fiHr cricket 
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DAVID GOWER 

BE HONEST, AFTER TOE 
disappointmentj; of Melbourne 
and before, not many of the players 
were lookinK forward to spendini; 
ihe last two weeks of the tour in 
sunny Bombay, especially with bo 
much time apparently being wasted 
before thr Test. 

Our last day in Aussie was not 
one to inspire many f<HKi memories 
either. The clouds, unfortunately 
so fajniliar on this trip, reappeared, 
and with all our bags on their way 
to Tull amarine Airport, activities 
werc‘ limited. Ho nee, a visit to the 
MtXi Bar next door for a final coun¬ 
ter lunch: $3.80'$ worth of porter¬ 
house^ and veggies before a flash of 
inspiration took us to Churchers Wine 
Bar to squander some of our losers’ 
money, accompanied only by the 
bdiman and Supertraqip on tape. 

Our QF7 flight Was harassed by 
ilhfortune throughout. During one 
of the delays, my playing of a port¬ 
able cassette reairder was curtailed 
by a gentleman'* behind me who 
loaned over and made the polite re¬ 
quest: ‘Turn that bloody noise off. 
please, chief.' Pity, really. The 
stewai^oss was enjoying it. even if 
the flight engineer wasn't too happv 
aU)ut his instruments. She was 
busy later with a decidedly unwell 
lady passenger who took ill during 
the film, which was ironically entitl¬ 
ed Sunburn. 

TV cameras and an eager com¬ 
mentator awaited us at Bombay. 
“Where is Boycott? Is he still on 
plane?” ‘No mate. He’s oomiivg on 
a magic carpet.' 

The 50-minute coach Journey to 
the hotel allowed most of u4^,to 
make our first, impressions of Bom¬ 
bay. While the place wasn’t in all 
that good a state it was not as fil¬ 
thy as one was led to believe. 
Memories that remain are of a chap 
paying Travolta-like attention to his 
coiffure while crossing the congested 
roadi and of a lady doing her laundry 
on the pavement’s edge — which 
elicited certain anxious inquiries as 
to the nature of the hotel’s laundry 
system. One cannot forget either 
the pervading BO—^Bombay odour. 

At the Ta.i Mahal we were receive- 
fsd by splendidly bedecked doOrmeo 
and a committee of four-sad-clad 
receptionists^-'Welcome to Bombay. 

Any apprehensions about the local 
grub were partially relieved after 
maikfestL Bven if ’Pioca’ DUley 
was convinced the eggs tasted 


funny, ‘Both’ was in no doubt that 
the bacon was the best he had last- 
ed in 3-1/2 months. We set about 
acclimatising, lying by the pool till 
the luggage arrived and then gett¬ 
ing some more grub down the neck, 
perhaps with the odd London l^lse- 
ncr as a sleeping draught. We also 
had plenty of natural Bisleri mine¬ 
ral water laid on. So much for 
Saturday night in Bombay. 

John Lever, Bob Taylor and ( 
checked on the shops at the Oberot, 
asnbhng round three floors full of 
beautiful silk carpets, leather bags, 
carved elephants, sandalwood and 
ivory and all sorts of iunk to lake 
home for Aunt Ethel, who already 
has piles of The stuff hidden away 
in the attic from when her father 
was in India. 

Also dt the Oberoi, we proved 
that it can take an hour to prepare 
three bowls of soup. 

On a local stroll ju.st round the 
corner from the Taj, ‘Both' and 1 
watched a certain gentleman of the 
Press —who might prefer his iden- 
titv concealed but whom we shall 
codename Harold Robbins—fall foul 
of the Black market tenaciously 
followed bv a local urchin offering 
a bottle of Red ]..^btd at Rs. 300, 
Harold cvcntuallv succumbed at 
Rs. 100, oiilv to find out later that 
the contents were merely an ambigu¬ 
ously-coloured fluid far removed 
Ironi the true diar act eristics of the 
real thing. And to think that some¬ 
one offered him Rs. 130 on the street 
as well. 

We managed to drag ourselvc.s 
away trom the poolside and over to 
the Bombay Gymkhana Club — JK, 
'Giw.se' Willis, and I. crammed into 
the back of a Capri, courtesy of two 
young gerillemen who wanted to 



help in any way, being great admi¬ 
rers, etc. Our quest for a beer at 
the dub ended s^idly when the local 
man in charge explained sadly that, 
it being the Ithh of the month, he 
could not servo us because of local 
law. So all and sundry relumed to 
the Taj. JK and I had been pre¬ 
pared for a game of tennis but de-j, 
cidod we hadn't really wanted to 
play, had we ! 

S DCH WAS THE BUILD-UP TO 
the Golden Jubilee Test Ian 
Bothiam and Graham Gooch captur¬ 
ed the Murphy Double-Wicket tro¬ 
phy impressively, but the next two 
days of nets achieved very little. 
The standard of the wickets was 
very poor, and for me negated the 
chance to put $omo work into re¬ 
gaining confidence for the Test. 

Tradition was maintained with a 
team Test-eye dinner in the opulence 
of the. Crystal Room, accompanied 
bv Beethoven. Most declined the 
roast buffalo, except Goochy, who 
ate it all without ill effect. How¬ 
ever, Wayne I^kins and 1 did not 
survive the night, and were on ce¬ 
ment tablets next morning. 

The team meeting did at least slove 
one problem in 'Both's' mind: con¬ 
trary to prior opinion. Roger Binny 
was not a leg-spinner but a mpdium- 
pacer. Sometimes it’s useful to find 
these things out before the game* 

Of the game itself and the pre¬ 
tence of pageantry beforehand much 
has already been reported. After 
an extraordinary first session, when 
the Indians scored at over a run a 
minute while playing and missing 
even more often that David Ck>wej' 
on a good day (according to John 
Lever), the game seemed to .settle. 

r don't care how many other pet>- 
ple comment on it. but you have to 
compliment laa Botham again for so 
dominating a game. At least there 
arc some with the light to feel satis¬ 
fied at the end of this tour. Bui 
spare a thought for those whost* 
eftorts brought cooijparativeiy little 
reward. 

Special compliments are also due 
to Bob Taylor and John Lever. Sulfici* 
to say that the entire side were 
happy to win so oonvlndngly. 

At 4 a.m. a day and a half later, 
phones and doorbells were ringing 
and the London-bound members oj' 
thie party were crawling out of bed 
to catch the bus at fivc^ During our 
early-morning cuppa in the coffee 
shop we spo>tted ‘Harold Robbins' 
again, this time rushing acrass the 
foyer, hurriedly paving his final ar¬ 
rears, and hailing a fast can to the 
airport. 

A day later 1 did the same, with 
some fond memories of Bombay, but 
nevertheless, glad to be on way 
to Singapore—^where, by the way, it 
is still ^dhucking it down’. At least 
in Bombay you could play 'Spot the 
Cloud’ and win within three days if 
jlucky, 

, j(Court«$V . Wi&den Crtckdt Monthly) ■ 



2/ 








Vengsarkar: Do you 
love or hate him ? 


P. V J. KAR 

N o CRICKETER IN REGENT 
times has had such a love-hate 
relationship with cricket followers as 
Dilip Balwant Vengsarkar. One su¬ 
perbly-timed pull or a fiick to mid¬ 
wicket and all his *sins' of plodding 
arc forgiven. But should he fail for 
more than three innings or fail to get 
a move on then, out come the axes 
aimed at his head. The way he has 
pcrfoimed of late Vengsarkar now 
seems immune to this witchhunt and 
so the love-hate affan will continue 

Only a couple of days before he 
played that epic innings to save the 
Delhi Test against Pakistan, we were 
sitting along with two of his men¬ 
tors. Vithal Patil and Vasu Paranjpe 
After discussing some selectious of 
their club team t(^ an important 
final, the topic naturally turned to 
their pride and joy, Dilip ‘Marshal’, 
as Patil IS lovingly called (his tram 
ing does have a martial touch about 
it), with a grim face shook his bead 
and said: *‘Dilip must come to the 
club nets to sort out his batting 
something seems wrong somewhere ” 
The retereace was to the man's 
poor string of scores. Whenever 
tiavaskai has had a lapse m confid¬ 
ence about his technique he has 
never hesitated to go to the club 
nets to sort things out. That Veng¬ 
sarkar, like a losxlass performer, 
solved his problems himself in course 
of that knock of 146, is besides the 
points. The important thing is that 
behind him there is a sohd founda¬ 
tion of cricket to back him up which 
stands unaffected by the waves of 
success or failure. 

And the beauty of it is that club 
cricket m Bombay does not extract 
its pound of flesh from the players 
like office cricket does, leaving them 
sometimes drained of energy (thougn 
Vengsarkar had a minor shock when 
soon after returning from the Wesi 
ladles tour in 1976 bis coach asked 
him if he would play in a tournament 
in Lonavla, whlcn is hardly on the 
cricket map of Maharashtra). Indeed, 
if there is anythi^ Vengsarkar owes 
bis cricket to, it is to this institution 
of club cricket which sadly is reduc¬ 
ed to poverty owing to escalation in 
match expenses and equipment costs. 
Where can you get free ooacru. 
except at a club? 

Dibp hgs been well blessed in thi') 
respect for Vithal Paul was his coach 
at King George School as well as 
Dadar Union Llub, to wnich he grad 


uated after a spell with Maiuuga 
Gymkhana. In those days he was an 
opening butsman-cum-wicKetkeepcr. 

He showed the Gavaskar touch in 
two inmngs at a young age. In 1970- 
71. at ibe age of 16, he piayed a 
durable innings of 166 401 Manara- 
shtra SchooG agaiust Delhi in the 
C. K. Nayuuu Touinament at Patna 
(not to be confused wirh the under- 
22 tournament wnich came in 1974- 
75). He had punished the attack 
with bold, decisive stroke play. Delhi 
were again at the receiving end 
three seasons latei, in the 1974-75 
Hohintoa Bana intei-Varsity filial. 
VengoaiKat hit 54 and 17 L as Bom¬ 
bay lilted the trophy with a 417-iuii 
win. 

A centuiy against East Zone In 
Ihc Vizzy liophy earned him a place 
among the Bombay leservcs for the 
tailend matches of the Kanji Xrophy 

With his defence faiily well-orga- 
uised, Vengsaikar then began wiuen- 
tng bis repertoire ot strokes througn 
practice at Podai (.oliege, where he 
was studying tui a degree in com¬ 
merce, and for Dadai Union wnere 
ne was scand-m opener when either 
Gavaskar oi Parkai. who weie m the 
Indian team, were not playing 

A smashing innings of 7U-and^d(l 
during which he hit Paodurang bai- 
gaonkai ineraiessly utl the tiom foot 
brought Veugsdikar's talents into 
closei focus. X^or, it is one thing to 
be able to read and play swing bow¬ 
ling in the nets and quite another to 
do the same thing at the crease, ana 
Salgaonkar then was among the fas¬ 
test m the land. His skippei, Paran- 
Jpe, was m ecstaaes loiiowing that 
knock m the Talim Shield hnal, the 
leading iimited-ovei tournament in 
the Qty, and presented his Kii away 
to the youngster. 

The same streak of abandon was 
evident in a knock of 99 tor the 
university against a Tata attack con¬ 
sisting of Snivaikar and lanuon. But 
when he was out to a reckless sXiot* 
Paranjpe was on band to reprimand 
him. A duck on his Banjt debut 
against Gujarat at Valsad a few days 
later had a further sooermg ettect» 
calhng for the need to put ms head 
down. But the following week 
Vengsarkar could hold his head high 
with pride after that once-in-a-iife' 
time Imock of 110 during wmch he 
siammqd sixes galore on Bedi and 
Prasanna at Nagpur, the home of the 


legendary with whom com¬ 

parisons became inevitable tor some 
of bis contemporaries like Lala 
AmarnaUi, who watened the knodk. 

I T IS TRUE VENGSARKAR GOT 
his India cap in a hurry, but there 
was little to talk about bis show 
against Sri Lanka in the first Test* 
in which he scored one and 17 and 
made way for other on Inal openers. 
In Indian cricket that is a hazardous 
thing for should the man who follows 
succeed, then the earlier man gets 
left oat in the cold. But of those 
Who followed, Chauhan and Sharma 
had hnuted success while Gopal Bose 
scored 73. Vengsarkar came back in¬ 
to the reckoning with a dour century 
for the Varsities against the Sri 
Lankans, a knoik which proved he 
could graft for runs a&» well. That 
made up the minds of the selectors 
for the tours of New Zealand and 
West Indies. 

On the tours lie was a hit of a 
paradox. Most inajoi batsmen find 
their first SO runs a problem. This 
boy was getting his 30 in a jifly and 
then getting out In New Zealand 
they baited him successfully with 
outgoing halls and an open off-side 
and he (K^nshed in the slips. After 
lhat toui he bid goodbye to the 
sqiiaiecut and squaiednve, bunging 
them into play only on a couple of 
octasions during the ccntuiy against 
West Indies M Calcutta last year and 
during the lord’s hundred in August, 
1979 

Though ho did not score piohfically 
he showed his class m course of a 
knock of 30 m bhisli iy amditions in 
Christchurch and eained the nod of 
veteran Beit Sutcliffe, one of the 
most courageous players o4 last how 
ling, with his 43 off 44 balls m the 
one-day international at Auckland 

In the West Indies, his height pro 
ved a handicap, for the ball on those 
wickets generally keeps low and tall 
men have been less successful there. 
Lack VkS practice and inadequate 
conceutratlon resulted in Vengsorkai 
missing two of the four Tests. Drop 
ped for the third Test, Vengsarkar 
was back in business when the ball 
began flying around, m the territorial 
game again Jamaica, in which he 
scoiTd 48. In the bloodbath of a 
Kingston Test, he MXred 39 and 22 
to earn from Clive Lloyd praise for 
the “best innings'* played in the 
Test. 

The next season. 1976-77, was an 
agony for Vengsarkar, A hip-joint 
trouble laid him low and he was tar 
from fit. missing tiie home series 
against New Zealand and playing Jnst 
one Test against England But a 
brief sparkle was evident when he 
led the iinder-22 and Uidventfties 
team against the M.C.C. at Nagpni, 
Re scored 32 and 39, his upright 
stance hnd fluency on leg side pro* 
mptlng comparisons vritb Greg Cnmh 
pell among the EngHsh Press. 

Vengsarkar had missed a Mg 
chttttk of the domestle season end so 
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when the next season commenoed 
and a tour of Australia was in the 
offing, all kinds of doubts about his 
fitness were expressed, with some 
alleging chronic back trouble so that 
men •of their own fancy could be 
pushed forward at his expense. 

Vengsarkar countered with a ninC' 
hour innings of 175 for West Zone 
against Central in the Duleep Trophy 
in the searing heat of Ahmedabad. 
Another pain-staking effort of 137 in 
the final against Noith left no doubts 
in the selectors' minds and he was on 
the plane for Australia. 

He had a good early start but fate 
struck a cruel blow when his cap 
fell on the wickets in tbe first Teid 
when he was going well on 48. He 
did not touch the same form until 
the fifth Test when be made 78 and 
Inched India toiyards another impro¬ 
bable victonr. 

The gains ctf the tour were in his 
runnnlng between the wickets, egged 
on by manager Folly Umrigar, him¬ 
self one ol the best enonents of 
this art. Vengsarkar bad a try at 
gamesmanship as well and Simpson 
complained after the series about his 
constant diettering trom aiUy*poiiit. 

But for all that he had no Teat 
centmry to bis name and two years 
were d long time* Vengperkar recti- 
fled that witk 8 superb efBert of ISB 
at Calcutia agidiist West HMte, set 
tiog that aecend wicket record of 


344 runs with Gavaskar. After the 
series, he looked firmly established 
as No. 3 behind Gavaskar and 
Vishwanath. 

B ut cricket is a nasty 

game and one can never take 
one's place fur granted. Came those 
poor scores in England which again 
put a q.uestion mark against his tem¬ 
perament. Why, that morning one 
saw a batsman among the reserves 
practising hard in the liets as if ano¬ 
ther Vengsarkar failure was imminent 
and the way would be open for him. 
It made no sense, for even when the 
first of three failures occurred at Ed- 
gbaston. Vengsarkar had hit a ravi¬ 
shing soundless on-drive off Edmonds 
before succumbing to him by a de¬ 
fensive plod. 

The Lord's century brought sanity 
to the situation for all along ip Ihc 
tour games, Vengsarkar had plunde¬ 
red runs imperiously. At Lord's that 
evening he showed Virtues of courage 
In adversity, a lofted drive to mid-off 
off Miller reassuring sagging Indian 
hearts. The next morning he nego¬ 
tiated Hendrick's best spell of the 
series with the second new ball with 
skill and by evening he was the toast 
of the crowd and of man 'o' match 
adjudicator, John Arlott. 

Having altered the fortunes of the 
tour, Vengsurkar had a golden 
chance of efiridng immortality when 
he Joined Gavaskar in the hectic run 
chase at The Oval Again hts alter 


ego came in the way. For, he plodd¬ 
ed for some time and lor agonising 
moments even denied Gavaskar much 
needed strike. But then it must be 
remembered that the policy of the 
team then was to preserve all wickets 
till tea time after which an all-out 
assault could be undertaken. 

Failures against Pakistan and the 
presence of such crowd-pullers in 
the wings like Sandeep Patil, his 
office colleague, again set up the axe 
on Vengsarkar by the dme the Delhi 
Test came around. Again Veng¬ 
sarkar disarmed his critics with that 
.superlative effort which remains as 
his best Test innings to date, Veng¬ 
sarkar adapted himself to the chang¬ 
ing needs marvellously. Only the fall 
of wickets at the other end prevent¬ 
ed his efforts from bearing the fruits 
they deserved. Then at Bombay he 
showed not a little skill when nego¬ 
tiating Iqbal Qasim on a turning 
track. But the way Kapil Dev batted 
after him, it proved that Vengsarkar 
under the circumstances could have 
done better. This is pure theory. In 
practice a pure batsman has every¬ 
thing to lose and Vengsarkar seems 
to be guarding against this very fact. 

Hence those innings that have you 

E ilng, And with more respondbi- 
coming his way as Gavaskar and 
wanatn get older, it looks as 
though we will have to rest content 
with a Vengsarkar the anchor man 
rather than Vengsarkar the stroke- 
player. The love-hate affair vdll go 










Dilip 

should 

avoid 

initial 

forward 

movement 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

D IUP VENGSARKAR HAS TO- 
day established himself very 
ftrmly in the Indian cncket team 
In fact, he is a veiy vital member 
of the team This is not to mean 
that the other 10 are not vital, but 
batting at No 3 is a very lespon- 
sible position A one-down bats¬ 
man must be able to cope up with 
t}ie possibility of facing the fast 
bowUrs aimed with the new ball 
01 consolKldte a sound paitnciahip 
by the openers In fact, like the 
opening batsmen, a No 3 has to be 
a man for all seasons Having 
stalled his careex as an opener, jt 
K an advantage to Dilip to bat at 
that vital one-drop spot because 
he IS capable of "negoUatmg the 
moving ball as well as the quicker 
deliveries 

What he has not been able to do 
veiy successfully is to take apart 
the bowling after the openers have 
given a good start Pei haps it is 
his tendency to move his left foot 
forward and across just before the 
ball IS dehvered that ciamps him 
Ceitamly the bowleis who bowl 
short of a good length will be able 
to contain him because of his im- 
tial movement This makes him an 
essentially fiont-foot player and 
with today s emphasis on pace and 
bowling to get a batsman out 
caught trying to piotect his rib¬ 
cage it will mean that he will find 
himself for long periods not able to 
score runs quickly 

Singles are the life-blood of bat¬ 
ting at the Test level tut the firm 
shen lor a boundary is a blow to 
the confidence of a bowler and a 
boost-up for a batsman. And 
though DUip takes his singles well 
and Keeps looking for them with 
his initial movement, he wiil ^ 

S lving himself les^^ chance of a 
nve for a boundary unless the 
bowler overpitches. AM that does 
not happen too often (n Test cricket. 
Not that he cannot play oft the 
back-foot, but if he avoids that 
movement he will be able to go 
hack with his long stride and ham¬ 
mer the short of length deliveries 


Dthp Venosarher-^ timely hook 

past cover or fUck through mid- 
wicket or square-leg region for 
luns Instead of cramping himself 
With only shots oft the front-fool 
he will open chances for himself 
to take runs off the back-foot He 
already hooks well getting on top 
of the ball and forcing it down. 

Dilip has excellent temperament 
for big cricket Right out of the 
top drawer. He has pats, determi¬ 
nation, application and is very very 
competitive though he might give 
an air of laziness about him. Very 
alert in fhe field he has a safe pair 
of hands which have closed around 
some magnificent efforts in the 
close-in position. 


Recent scores in Ranji matches 
Indicate his growmg hunger for 
big scores He can get these 
quicker if he avoids initial forward 
movement He thinks about his 
batting so if he reads this he will 
give it a thought I hope You might 
wonder why he has tq read this 
when I can talk to him easily, but 
m our country, it is far easier to 
believe the printed w^ord than the 
spoken word. 


Just 24 years old Dilip can only 
get better ai a batsman and if he 
adds the back-foot range to his 
batting there won't be many happy 
bowlers left. 










Sportsworld Exclusive 


PAK-ikUSTRAUA SERIES 
REVIEW 

The ac¬ 
cent was 
on youth 

RIAZ AHMED MANSURI 

T he future of Pakistan 
cricket looked cxtrernelv bleak 
alter the unexpected humiliation at 
the hands of the Indians on the re¬ 
cent tour ot that country. Clauds of 
Hioom loomed large on the entire 
domestic first-class and Test cricket 
scene. But, in the words of Asif 
lobai: "There was stld a lot of first 
rate cricket left in us and there was 
no need to be desperate in a situation 
which was not going to last for ever 
anyway.’* 

Back home from Iniia. a whisper¬ 
ing campaign had In^gun against 
certain players in many 'juarters and 
the ouster of some of them was being 
demanded. But actui^ilv, it was only 
Asif Iqbal’s place that needed to bi^ 
tilled, and too because he had anno¬ 
unced his final retirement from Test 
cricket following the Indian debacle. 
There certainly a lot of cricket 
left in most of our front-ranking play¬ 
ers and all they needed was a return 
to confidence which they definitelv 
would have achieved once they had 
come back to perform in front of 
their home crowds. 

Some players had come off very 
well on tiie tour of Inoia, whlie Sume 
from whom a lot was expected failed 
on many occasions. Tashm Arif was 
one player wno came back home witn 
his reputation eananced and toe pro¬ 
mise ot his immense batting taient 
tuiniled. He batted extremely well 
in tne side matches in India aicid 
reeled off two magnificent centuries 
with remarkable ease. He was, hnal- 
ly, given his hrst Test chance 
ac Calcutta wnere he promptly prov¬ 
ed himself worthy of the task by 
compiling scores of 90 and AS on his 
Test debut. Wasim Raja and Javed 
Mi^mdad also batted extremely com¬ 
petently and maav times notcxied up 
useful scores. Tne injury to Imran 
Khan at New Delhi brought to the 
fore the latent abilities of the thin 
but very energetic Sikander Bakht, 
who bore the brunt of the Pakistan 
attack on his thin shoulders manfully. 

The most disappointing aspect of 
the Indian tour was the repeated 
failure of star batsman Zaheer Abbas 
and to some extent of Majid Ktian. 
Zaheer was a victim of ‘*nuih 
standards" being set for him and he 
waa under extreme preasum whenever 


he went in to bat. Majid constantly 
usked the tour selectors to be re¬ 
lieved of the task of openliyr the 
innings. Once relegated* to his uvou-> 
rite posiUon in the lower order, he 
batted with more ease and oompil^ 
fifties In the last two Test matches. 

With the team slowly coming back 
into its own, tne side put up a better 
perlormaoce in tne final Teat at 
Caicutca. And it was with renewed 
conuaence in their abilities that the 
team members embarked from their 
PAane at tn© Lahore Airport. 

The Board of Control's ad hoc 
committee chief. Lt-Geii (retd.) 
Aznar Khan’s resignation paved the 
way for the most favoured person 
for the vacant post to step in. He 
was none other than Air Marshal 
(retd,) Nur Khan, who has been the 
remarKabie actininistralive brain be¬ 
hind the international successes of 
Paki.itan in the realms of hockey end 
squash. The first decision that the 
Air Marshal look after taking over 
the ailing BCCP was epoch-making 
itself. (j;en Azhar had bowed down 
to popular demand by reinstating 
Mushtaq Mohammad as the Pakistan 
skipiRM', but Air Marshal Nur Khao 
looK a much boider step. He had 
guts enough to name 22-Year-old 
Javed Mii^ndad as captain of the 
Pakistan learn and asked Mushtaq to 
fill in the roie of a non-pia^ying 
manager-cum-coach, a job which will 
now have a permanent status in 
Pakistan cricket. Mushtaq agreed 
happily and thus Javed. the young 
belli ing star ot the ixuntry, had a 
chance to demonstrate the unbound- 
mg talents he has shown as a team 
leader in other classes of the game. 

Pakistan certainly played as a 
better outfit against the once mighty 
Australians in the recent Test series 
in Pakistan. Old stalwarts like Zaheer 
Abbas and Majid Khan were again 
given a chance to prove themselves 
and while Zaheer just failed to make 
the most of it, the Majid of old c^.me 
back into his own. The flawless 
majesty of Majid’s strokes were 
never seen in such abundance in any 
recent Te,st rubber. 

nj'^HK ACCENT WAS ON YOUTH IN 
1 the series against Australia. 
That’s whv an unknown (Ticketer as 
the oil-spinner Tauseef Ahmed was 
selected to play at Karachi. He came 
in on sheer merit and delighted all 
with his uncanny ability to mesme¬ 
rise the best of batsmen. Iqbal Qasim, 
the lefi-arm slow bowler, doesn't 
need any introduction. He gained his 
toucli lost in India and his craft 
blossomed further still against Aus¬ 
tralia as he took 11 for 118 in the 
7-wicket win at Karachi's National 
Stadium. 

The Australians, having last tho 
three-Test rubber bv a 0-1 margin 
were naturally critical of the wickets. 
The pitch at Karachi was meant to 
bo a *"rurner‘’ and not only Iqbal 


Qastm and Tauseef Ahmed but tbeir 
own Ray Bright were among tne 
wldtels throdghiout the four playing 
daya. The Australians could have 
swung the matdi their way had thav 
brought another quality spin bowler 
with them to Pakistan. 

TiM) Faisalttbud strip was not sup 
posM to play dead as It finally did. 
Et had rained heavily in the dty for 
two days before the Test and while 
grass was used to dry the pitch, with 
excessive rolling done to straighten 
it out, it resulted in it becoming a 
glass-jimooth table top, and that was 
certainly unfortunate because it 
affected the cause of positive cricket. 

Two pitches were prepared at 
Lahore, one, a green-top and the other 
i^norn of a)l grass. Imrjan’s injury re¬ 
port had not come out. And Lillee 
was seemingly ruled out of the Test 
because of the recurrence of his old 
back injury (which later proved a 
hoax) 50 the Pakistan authorities 
waited for a clearer picture to 
emerge before deciding on which 
wicket to play. With Imran and 
Liliee both being declared fit. it was 
decided to play on the muddy strip 
so as to blunt the Aussies’ pace 
attack. And all home ground curato>i*s 
know that wickets at Test centrea ere 
prepared to defend our own cause 
and not to let the games fall right 
into the laps of the visitors by igno^ 
ing their strength and exposing our 
own weakne^es. 

Javed Miandad won the series on 
his tirst opportunity as national 
skipper. He may have made mistaken 
here and there, but he emerged as 
the winning leader so he is given a 
chance to rectify all his errors in 
good time and learn not to repeat 
them. The accent on youth policy of 
the new Board scl-up brought to 
light many younger players who can 
be termed as adequate replacements 
for tho old guard. Left-handod 
Azniat Rana and the 24-year-old 
Azhar Khan batted courageously and 
ablv when given a place in the third 
Test at Lahore. Sultana Rana and 
Rizwanud-Zaman are two other 
p.a vers who are shaping well. 

The Board is aware that from 1982 
onwards, opportunities for Pakistani 
players in English County cricket 
will be limited, so weil have to tap 
our own domestic sources. For that a 
nationwide "talent hunt” scheme has 
been launched with two major cen* 
tres being Lahore and Karachi. Four 
teams will be composed from the 
talent available and regular matches 
will be played among them at all the 
grounds being maintainc<l a.s Test 
centres now, or being envisaged as 
such for the future. This excellent 
scheme should bring the talent found 
abundantly in Pakistan to the sur¬ 
face and prepare the youngsters for 
future international battles. 

The immediate task Is to prepare 
a second-string side for the coming 
serieq against India and West Indies, 
next winter, which can be at .stand- 
bye all the time to feed and replace 
the front ranks of our Test skies. 




News: National 


RANJ! SEMI FINALS 
MAHARASHTRA VS DELHI 

Madan Lai 
calls the 
tune 

O N ALL THE FOUR DAYS OF 
their Ramil Trophy scmi-hnail 
acainat Delhi, Maharashtra looked 
like winning tho match at various 
stages. They also showed the will 
and skill to do it till their inexplica 
ble collapse on the final afternoon. 
The surrender was too tame and 
shodting after such gallant cricket 
earlier. A colnadence, Delhi, too. 
like Bombay over Haryana in the 
other semi-final stojyd a 114 runs 
victory. 

Those who followed Mahairashtra^s 
game right through the season refine 
ed to treat them as push-overs bat 
certaiiUy no one expected them tp 
turn the tables on Delhi which they 
all but did That, too on a wicket 
which was supposed to suit the bat- 



iAadan Lai drops Ounjai off Knit Azad 



Sunti Malhoi 






tery of home pacemen. In fact, 
Maaan Lai alone looked good for 
Delhi with match figures of 10 for 
87, whereas all the Mahaira:>htra me- 
dium-pacers exploited the conditions. 
If Maliarashtra lost the match it was 
not because of their bowlers but be¬ 
cause of irresponsible batttng« Also, 
skipper Raju Bhalekar did not inspire 
anv confidence in his team by shulfl- 
ing the order. 

A furious debate was on long be¬ 
fore the coin was flicked in the 
middle whether Bedi took the right 
step in asking for a green top. Some 
wont to the extent of attributing 
moliVOS. Since the left-arm spinner 
is no longer the great bowler he was 
till not very long ago. Bedi's detrac¬ 
tors argued that he wanted an alibi 
not to bowl and the best way was to 
order a pacy wicket to keep his well- 
known seamers on for long spells. 
Bedims .supporters, on the other hand, 
in.sist that he was right in his judge¬ 
ment what with the best pair of 
opening bowlers in the country today 
at his command. 

Bedi apparently had more confi¬ 
dence in his bowlers than the strong 
batting Hne-up running up a huge 
total on a docile strip. However, it 
wa.s Bhalekar who had the choice 
of the wicket when he won the toss 
and he was quick to isk Bedi to bat 
first. 

Surinder caught by wicketkeeper 
oft Vijayakar 



Madan Lai—a rich tiaui 

In more ways than one, the Kotla 
match resembled iho Bombay- 
Haryana tie at Rolitak. At both 
places bowlers held the whip hand, 
resulting in low-scoring gam*: 2 s. But 
there ends the similaiity. “Experts” 
alleged that the Bnhtak wicket was 
underprepared. Not so the track at 
Kotid. 

The pitch provided good bounce 
and movement. At no stage did it 
look vicious. Tl was only the inepti¬ 
tude of the batsmen to face the 
rising delivery that threatened to cut 
short their tenure, out in the middle. 
Whik; the Mahara.shtra bowlers, 
-Pandurang Salgaonkar, Srirani Torvi 
and Hemant Talwalkar, troubled the 
Delhi batsmen by making them play 
at their well-directed deliveries. 
Delhi’s task was made a little easier 
by the flashing blades of the Maha¬ 
rashtra batsmen, facing Madan Lai 
and Sunil Valson. 

After losing half the side for 46 
runs, Delhi were rescued by a swash¬ 
buckling knock, of 71 by young Kirti 
Azad and his oentury stand with the 
dependable Mohinder Amarnath (81) 
who also was involved in a 50-run 
stand with Bedi for the ninth wicket 
to prop up the home innings. Salga¬ 
onkar. Torvi and Talwalkar were still 
ab)e to restrict Dclhrs total to well 


within Maharashtra batsmen’s rCcTch 
of 229. 

F rom the opening days 

28 for one Maharashtra 
crawled to 87 for th^ loss 
of two more wickefs in 140* 
minutes* play on the hazy second day 
when three hours’ play was lost ovv- 
ing to poor visibility. The real 
breakthrough on the third morning 
was provided by leg-spinncr Hakesh 
Shukla, who struck to separate the 
nvsnacing fourth-wicket pair of Bha>- 
lekar and Milind Gunjal by dismis¬ 
sing the Maharashtra captain for 47 
when the partnership was worth 74 
runs. In the same over. Shukla sent 
back the next man Arnn Ghatpande. 
But with little support from the 
other end, Bedi himself not being 
able to make much impression on 
the batsmen, there was no option but 
to take the new ball immediately it 
was due. 

Madan Lai ona^ again justified his 
captain’s decision by claiming two 
wickets, including Ih^ of Gunial tor 
45. As Delhi looked well set to take 
the lead came the last-ditch effort. 
First Pradeep Sidhaye lashed out. 
though missing quite often, by fol¬ 
lowing up hJs six off Bedi earlier to 
heave Valson for another six. His 38 
helped Maharashtra quite a bit. But 






It was th« last pair of Talwalkar and 
Nitin Khaniwale which almost shook 
Delhi taking the score from 192 for 
nine to 223 Finally, a series of 
bouncers was let loose by Madan Lai 
at Khaniwale who fell when he 
swung to Valson at long leg. Delhi 
thus snatched a thrilling six-run lead. 

For all Intents and purposes, the 
match was in Delhi's pocket, only the 
formalities remaining to be complet¬ 
ed But the Maharashtra bowlers 
would not believe so For the second 
time in the match, they brought 
down the Delhi batting with accu¬ 
rate seam bowling Once again Sal 

f aonkar (5 for 53) and Torvi (3 for 
4) stressed the point that a good 
medium-pacer can survive with his 
line and movement. Even when they 
used their short stuff it was well 
directed, forcing the Delhi batsmen 
into indiscreet strokes. 

To Delhi's shockingly low score of 
155 were added 12 penalty runs be¬ 
cause Maharashtra failed to keep up 
the over-rate, falling three short The 
way Maharashtra fought so far In the 
match, the target of 174 in 110 mi¬ 
nutes plus the 20 mandatory overs 
did not look beyond their capability 

The Maharashtra dressing room 
was brimming with confidence, but 
Bhalekar's decision to overhaul the 
batting order and the early loss of 
wickets brought about an anti climax 
to a well fought match Manager 
Anwar Sheikh, a fine medium-pacer 
in his time, was visibly irritated 
when he said "wonder why Bhalekar 
had to make such a drastic change m 
the order", hastening to add that it 
was the captain’s prerogative. 

Leave alone winning the match. 
Maharashtra, at one stage (33 for 
seven), were in danger of recording 
their lowest-ever total in the Ranll— 
39 against Nawanagar at Jamnagar 
in 1941. The frustration of not being 
able to pull it off after having come 
so far, must have made Salgaonkar 
lose his cool when he fell to a short- 
pitched delivery from Madan Lai He 
knocked the stumps out with a swing 
of his bat to invite the wrath ot both 
the Delhi playeis and spectators 
Salgaonkar, coming to bat at No. 8, 
thought the bowling was of intimida¬ 
tory nature, forgetting he himself let 
loose some ^bouncers at the Delhi 
tail enders Enraged Madan Lai. 
who himself was a victim of Salgaon- 
kai in a similar fashion earber, hurl 
ed one ot the uprooted stumps back 
at Salgaonkar who in turn threw it 
back at the former Test all-rounder. 
Thus a good match was sullied. 


iviaharashtra. who last made it to 
the final m 1970-71 when they lost 
to Bombay went home with the 
satisfaction of having done well with 
a young bunch of cricketers. For 
Delhi It was another chance to prove 
they are the best m the land, what¬ 
ever their problems off the field. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT Delhi 


BOMBAY VS HARYANA 

Wickets 
fell like 
nine¬ 
pins 

A FOUR DAY (MARCH 28-31) 
match, at Robtak, was over in 
two and a half days, resulting m 
Bombay’s entry in the Ranji Trophy 
final for the 29th time. It 
was the end of the road this season 
for Haryana who, under Kapil Dev, 
had made the semis grade of 
the national championship for 
the first time Twice earber, against 
Uttar Pracilesh in the pre-quar¬ 
ters and Karnataka in the quarters, 
Harvana had fought back to wm af 
ter being behind on the first mnmgs 
They could not do it a third time in 
spite of the fact that they were play 
ing before their own czowd. 

There was no ram or anything of 
that kind, yet the match was over in 
two and a half days Even a battiog 
line-up like Bombay's found it ditt- 
cult to get 150 runs in an innings It 
all touched off a debate which rais 
ed interesting points Was the pitch 
deliberately underprepared so that 
Haryana had a better chance against 
Gavaskar's formidable Bombay batt 
ing line-up ^ The hosts resented anv 
such insinuation According to the 
Haryana coach manager, Mr Ra{ n 
der Pal, a former Delhi captain who 


also has opened the attack for India 
in a Test, blamed the low totals (143 
and 180 by Bombay and 68 osid 111 
by Haryana) to poor batting. 


*The pitch is not to blame as muc£ 
as bad batting by both sidei.'* said 
as Rajinder Pal was known in 
his plasdng days. **Agread that the 

S Itch is hoping the spinners, but the 
ounce Is not awkward. In fact, it Is 
on the slower side. Tell me how 
many balls rose awkwardly 7" The 
Haryana coach-manager had a point 
and it was borne out bv Dilip Veng- 
sarkar, Bombay's stoir batsman who 
In an Innings of 76, showed how to 
bat against the turning ball. That 
was in Bombay's second innings. In 
the first innings. Vengsarkar was un¬ 
lucky to be run out for 21 


Ashok Malhotra, Haryana's top 
batsman who in scoring over 700 runs 
this RanJi season, is hailed as the 
first batsman in the North to have 
piled up that aggregate, fell for 
nought and four to Shivalkar, but 
would not blame the wicket “1 play¬ 
ed wrong so how can 1 blame the wic¬ 
ket ?” he said. 

Gavaskar (32 and zero) shrugged 
when ask^d to exphin the low scor¬ 
es. He had no explanation. All he 
would say was "X am sorry for the 
crowd who were able to see us plav 
only for two and a half days and not 
for all four " Would he give the cre¬ 
dit to bowlers 7 ‘Tn such conditions 
the bowlers will bowl v\ell." he ans¬ 
wered Bombay's left arm spinner 
Padmukar Shivalkar emerged best 
with figures of nine for 57, right-arm 
off spinner Sarkar TaJwar had nine 
for 105 and the always dependable 
^'ijmder Go'^l, left arm slow, had 
seven for 105 


Talwar and Goel have formed a 
deadly combination this season. Their 









Ravinder Chadda stumped 


performance against Bombay is no 
joke, whatever any one may say of 
the pitch. For much of his success 
Talwar, one of the most improved ofF- 
spinners in Indian cricket today, has 
to thank Goel. Not only Talwar, but 
many others who have opera* 
ted with the 38-year-old God in his 
21 years in the Ranji Trophy, Wi’I 
the selectors also please remember 
the name of this young man from 
Chandigaih when they sit down to 
business next ? As for GocL no praise 
can be too high for the highest wio 
ket-taker (46 ) in the history of the 
national championship. True, Shival- 
kar, another great left arm spinner, 
had the best matcli figures. But Goel 
and Talwar were howling against a 
far stronger batting ""line-up. 

Vengsarkar's 76 and his 105-run 
sixth wicket stand with Karsaii Ghav- 
ri (61) after five Bombay wickets 
had fallen in a heap for 24, enhanced 
his growing reputation. Many a bats¬ 
man’s reputation has been built on 
pitches tailor-mado for him. This is 








Rajim4eT co/ught Ramnath Parhar bowled Shivalkar 


not the case with Vengsarkar, who 
should have got the ‘man of 

the match’ award had there 

been one going. But for his 
76, Haryan-a might have won. 

He succeeded whci>e others failed 
"because of his experience and 
professional approach,” Gavaskar 
said later. The third highest score 

in Bombay’s second innings after 


Vengsarkar’s 76 and Ghavri’s bold 61 
was'five, by Ramnath Parkar. 

H aryana faced a target of 

226 when Bombay were all out 
in their second innings an hour be> 
fore tea on the second day. If Veng- 
sarkar could do it for Bombay, what 
about Kapil for Haryana ? But for 
one spanldag shot for four past poi 
by Kapil, capiaiiiing Hajyana for the 



first time, there was no stroke worth 
mentioning in his eight before he 
edged a catch to Sum Nayak at short 
leg off Shivalkar. Yograi Singh has 
excited some interest by his return 
to the Haryana team this season after 
a two-year lay-off. But the much- 
talked of all-rounder had little ex¬ 
traordinary to show (match figures 
of 16-343-1 and zero and eight with 
the hat). He was just one more 
name in ai long list of fdilures, 

Ravinder Chadda, Haryana’s doctor- 
captain for eight years till Kapil took 
over this season, was not called upon 
to bowl his medium pacers. But in 
scoring 45 in Haryana’s second inn¬ 
ings he had lessons to offer. When 
Haryana’s two ’‘old” men. Chadda 
and Gocl (11) were putting on 33 
runs for the last wicket, the young¬ 
sters must have been ruing their mis¬ 
takes and lost opportunities. Had 
they not pasnicked. Haryana might 
have been in the final. Chadda was 
last out when he leapt out to have a 
bash at Ray9 Shastri and was stump* 
ed. 

Shastri is another new name to 
burst on the Indian cricket scene this 
season, the season of his debut. The 
tall, gangling Hyear-old left arm 
spinner picked up three wickets in 
the match for 43 runs. "He has a 
futuie if he keeps his head on his 
shoulders", said captain Gavaskar of 
Bombay’s new boy. 

With this the town of Bohtak has 
begun having serious pretensions an 
a cricket centre. There is room for 
improvement, which will no doubt 
come with time, Mr. Ranbir Singh 
secretary of the Haryana Cricket 
Association is a man of drive 
and determined to put the 
State more prominently on 
the cricket scene. In seasons 
to come, more and more will be heard 
of Ruhtak and its Vaish College 
ground which has produced the In- 
comparabie Rajmder Ooei. 

OUR correspondent;R ohldk 

ptx 'SunU Malhotra 




JUNIOR NATIONAL FOOTBALL 

Karnataka 

stumble 

through 

A COLOSSAL LOSS. GOOD OR- 
ganisation. Non-co-operation 
from the AU-lndia Football Fede¬ 
ration. Absentee selectors. Empty 
stands. These sum up the 17th 
Junior National Football, played at 
Cuttark and Berhampur, Orissa, 
recently. 

It was sweet revenge for the 
Karnataka boys, who avenged their 
14-year-old defeat at the hands of 
Andhra Pradesh at Bangalore, in 
1966. There, on home ground, they 
shad lost by 1-2. This 4.me Karna¬ 
taka too won by the solitary-goal 
margin and the Dr. B.C. Roy Tro¬ 
phy was theirs. This was Karna¬ 
taka’s flirst outright victory, thei,r 
earlier success being joint cham¬ 
pions with Delhi in 1963. On the 


other hand, Andhra Pradesh be¬ 
came runners-up for the second 
time in a row, having lost to Ben¬ 
gal last year at Aganala. 

Karnataka proved to be the 
giant-killers of the tournament, 
having earlier accounted for holdet's 
Bengal, in the quarter-finals, in the 
tie-breaker and Maharashtra, also 
in the tie-breaker, in the semi¬ 
final. 

The final was played at a fast 
ace, with the Andhra Pradesh 
oys .swamping the Karnataka de¬ 
fence in the first half and the most 
prominent among the attackers 
were their strikers P. Prasad Rao 
and Nasir Ali. But they seem to 
have exhausted their energy in the 
first half itself. Karnataka started 
with a bang in the second half and 
got the winning goal in the 53rd 
minute through striker Ramanna. 
The goal left a bad tPste. A centre 
from the left flank hit a defender's 
hand. The Karnataka boys appeal¬ 
ed for a penalty, the referee 
thought otherwise, but he was wide¬ 
ly gesticulat.ng. which distracted 
the mind of the Andhra players. 
Kamanna, getting the loose ball, 
sent it into the far corner of the 
net. The Andhra Pradesh defen¬ 
ders were caught unawares. 



Ravi with the coveted trophy 


They tried their level best for 
the equaliser, which eiuded them. 
But they were deprived of what 
seemed a certain penalty when a 
Karnataka defender handled the 
ball in the penalty box. Ravi 
Kumar, the Karnataka captain, was 
very pleased wi,lh the outcome : 
“We were lucky to a certain extent. 
After we defeated Bengal, we got 
extra energy. We thought that if 
we could defeat Bengal, we should 
be able to defeat the other teams. 
The match against Maharashtra was 
close, but luck was with us/' 

In the first semi-final, at Cuttack, 
Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pra¬ 
desh wero locked l-l. It was a 
rough match and after two players 
(SunU of Madhyn Pradesh and 
Ram Krishnan of Andhra Piadeshl 
were shovm the red card, the 
teams played good football and the 
two goals came. Lavanya gave An>« 
dhra Pradesh the lead in the first- 
hall while Subhanay equal.sed for 
Madhya Pradesh in the second, 

I The game tended to be rough 
and the Madhya Pradesh boys never 
ahowed their opponents to hang on 
to the ball for long. In the second- 
leg match, at Berhampur, both the 
teams played better football, creat¬ 
ed chances and missed, till about 
three minutes before the final 
whistle, when Prasad Rao scored a 
goal—it was his goal all the way« 
He dribbled past a few defenders 
and then beat the custodian with 
an angular shot. 

The other semi-final, between 
Karnataka and Maharashtra, prov¬ 
ed to be dramatic. In the fiist leg 
at Berhampur, Karnataka were 
the superior side, scoring two goals, 
one in each half. Ramanna and 
Nagendran scored. They missed a 
lot of chances and two shots hit the 



. A mhmetU near the Andhra QoaA during tlte final 

























B wi. Mchtriihtr* rIio miMod « 
t of chonoto, but Karnataka war* 
worthy winnan. 

It was a aporting gaa^uro on the 
part of the Karnataka manager and 
coach to have agreed to play for 
four consecutive days (first and 
second day against Bengal, the lat> 
ter being a rep.ay, third day fiist- 
leg semi'final) when they fielded 
the team for the second leg semi¬ 
final. 

iMaharashtra started with a bang 
—they were two up withm the first 
15 minutes They beat the hard- 
tackling Karnataka defenders thrice 
and ecored two goals withm that 
period. Left striker Sa amma and 
linkman Fernandez were the brams 
behind all the movev balamma 
Scored the first goal From a cen¬ 
tre from John from the left ilank, 
he ran and headed the bail over 
the goal-keeper s head. The second 
goal followed soon, when Salamma 
and Fernandez took the ball irom 
the mid-field to the top of the box, 
befoie Fetnandez took a piompt 
shot which went into the far cor¬ 
ner of the net. Seeing that Sa am-' 
ma was causing a lot of tioubla, 
the Kainalakt stopper Manlvan- 
nam saw to it that Salammt left 
the field, with a haid and unjusti¬ 
fied tack e, But he came back and 
was instrumental m the third goal 
foi his side 

But before that came about, Kar¬ 
nataka scored a goal when there 
was a faulty clearance by a Maha- 
lashtra defender. Imtloz, and 
Vishnu, lying nearby, just pla-ed 
the ball m the open net 'ihen 
came the th.rd goal foi iV,aharash- 
tra A centie from the right win¬ 
ger, Manoj Kumar, saw balamma 
executing a bhyam Thapa-Iiko 
back-volley, which hit the post and 
came back, but Raju, lying handy, 
pushed the ball into the net In 
the tie-breaker, Karnataka scored 
ibrice against Maharashtra s one 
Thus two South Indian teams en¬ 
tered the final, Karnataka for the 
fourth tme, Andhra Pradesh for 
the seventh. 

flOLDSRS FOR TEE LAST TWO 
A years and the glamour team of 
the tournament. Bengal, bowed out 
ui the duarter-final, when they lost 
in the tle-bretlnr to Katnatake, in 
tha replay. On tha flrat day, Ben¬ 
gal had tha edge over their oppo¬ 



nents in a mediocre match Bengal 
were totally unimpressive m the 
initial pet.od and were busy de¬ 
fending their own citadel S'owly, 
they started controlling the game, 
but the Karnataka defence effec¬ 
tively blunted the Bengal attack 
ull the interval 

But lust two minutes after thm 
(nteival, Bengal shot ahead as 
skipper Ramen Das scored. But 
whatever grip Bengal had on the 
game was further squeezed m 


Madhya Pradath cuatocNan eom«t out h rhal(eng« an Andhra move 



hard-working linkman Swapan 
Routh limped o£f with an Injury. 
Karnataka equalised U minutes 
later, captain Ravi Kumar's free- 
kick, from 30 yards out, finding the 
mark. The game tended to be 
rough with the yellow card being 
liberally shown (Karnataka four, 
Bengal two). 

In the replay, Karnataka ware 
the better side, though the match 
could not produce any result. But 
if one takes into account the chan- 
caa tha two teams had, Karnataka 
had the edge end when they beat 
Bengal 3-1 in the tie-breaker, one 
felt they deserved to win. Bengal 
scored from tha first panalty and 
Karnataka equaligsd. Kamataksi 
custodian, Navanltyan then came to 
his team's rescue and saved the 
next three shots. A better way of 
putting it would be the Bengal 
playeis shot straight into the goal¬ 
keeper's hands Karnataka missed 
the second shot, but they netted 
the next two to enter the semi¬ 
final. 
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Another quarter*flna| encouhter 
which could not be d^lded on the 
Sr®L‘**>L'*'** mutch between 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. 
Both the teame were of eauel 
strength, the exchanges were per¬ 
fectly balanced, each side creating 
moves and missing several chances, 
before Sunil scored the winning 
goal for Madhya Pradesh in the 
second half of the replay. But 
before that, three Madhya Pradesh 
boys, were shown the yellow card. 
The iMadhya Pradesh boys could 
have settled the issue in the first 
outing itself, had they bMn able to 
convert the penalty that was 
awarded. 

The local people lost all interest 
m the tournament, when the hosts. 
Orissa, lost to Andhra Pradesh in 
another quarter-final. The two 
teams played an exhibition match 
just the day before thw were to 
meet, and on that day, Orissa em¬ 
erged victors. But in the match 
that mattered, Orissa lost due to 
their over-confidence. In fact, 
they were awarded a penalty just 
two minutes before the final whis- 
Ue, but they could not utilise it. 
They were leading till the interval, 
Manas Samal having scored mid¬ 
way through the first-half. But 
after the Interval, P. Prasad Rao 
the wonder boy of Andhra Pradesh, 
scored two goals in quick succession 
to gain a lead. 

The other quarter-final, between 
Maharashtra and Manipur, proved 
to be a keenly-contested match, 
with both the teams going all out 
for the goal, which ultimately was 
scored by Salamma, Maharashtra's 
captain, and a prolific scorer in the 
tournament. 

IN the group MATCHES, 

* hosts Orissa had smooth sail¬ 
ing in their inaugural tie against 
Madhya Pradesh in Group B, win- 
mng the match by a convincing 3-1. 
There was some confusion' regard¬ 
ing this nutch as Himachal Pra¬ 
desh and Bihar did not turn up and 
the organisers were forced to bring 
in Madhya Pradesh in this group. 
Tripura was the other team in this 
group. So, from this group, the 
task of qualifying for the quarter¬ 
final was much easier. Orissa, with 
victories in both the matches (Tri¬ 
pura 3-0), headed the group and 
Madhya Pradesh by virtue of their 
victory against Tripura (6-0) made 
it to the quarter-final stage. 

One doubts whether Madhya Pra¬ 
desh could have beoit ^ble to make 
it to that stage if bad played 
in their original group (B). There, 
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradei^ 
Assam and Kerala fought against 
each other for a berth to the ouar- 
ter-fUiAl. Uttar Pradesh, with vic¬ 
tories against Kerala (2-0) and 
Assam (4-2) and a draw against 
Andhra Pradesh, secured five 
points to top the group. They were 


^Itowad^cU^ly by Andhra Pral 
desh, with four points, thrashing 
Assam 4-0 (Nasir AJi. their right 
striker scoring a hat-trick) and 
drawing with Kerala (2-2) and 
then a draw against Uttar Pradesh. 
Assam won only one match, against^ 
Kerala (3-2), but their striker 
Anup Bhattacharya impress^ in 
all the outings, and will perhaps 
make the big grade soon. 

The most keenly fought group— 
Group c—saw Maharashtra, Kar¬ 
nataka and Jammu A Kashmir se¬ 
curing four points each by winning 
two matches. Maharashtra (Pondi¬ 
cherry 5-0, Jammu & Kashmir 5-i 
and Karnataka 0-1) topped the 
group with a better goal average 
than Karnataka (Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir 0-1, Maharashtra 1-0 and 
Pondicherry 3-0) and Jammu A 
lushmir (Karnataka l-O, Pondi¬ 
cherry iwO, Maharashtra 1-5). 

Group A had the maximum num¬ 
ber of teams—five. Bengal, as ex- 
pected, headed the group, but they 
had to cross some sliif hurdles on 
the way. In their first match, 
against Tamil Nadu, they were 
their true self, notching up a 4-1 
victory. But the next day, they 
came across Rajasthan, a fit side. 
Bengal dominated the first-^haIf and 
scored two goals. In the second- 
half, they increased the lead. But 
that did not stop Khushiram from 
scoring a goal for Rajasthan to re¬ 
duce the margin.' Again Bengal 
scored to make it 4-1. But during 
Iru stages of the game, 

Khushiram scored two more to re- 
cord the fiist hat-trick of the tour¬ 
nament. In their next match, they 
drew a blank with Haryana and, 
in what was perhaps the best match 
of the tournament, just about man¬ 
aged to secure full points against 
sprightly Manipur, when right 
winger Ramen Das headed in a 

centre from P. Majumdar, two 
mnutes before the &)al whistle. 
Incidentally, on that day. the or- 
garusers netted the hipest gate 
sale (Ra. 7,000). Among the aen- 
gaj boys, it was Kruhanu Dey who 
impressed the most. ITje striker 
has a lot of thrust and is always 
on the look-out for chances from 
which a goal could be scored. 

For the second spot in this 
group, there yns tough competition 
^tween Manipur and Tamil Nadu, 
both getting four points, both win¬ 
ning two and losing two. That 
Manipur, deserved to make the 
quarter-finals was proved when 
they defeated Tamil Nadu by a 
convincing 4-0. and ultipiately had 
a better goal average than Tamil 
Nadu. Rajasthan followed closely 
with three points and Haryana 
brought up the rear with two. 

SARAJIT DEB, Cutttck 


-V. ‘‘ 





Sunil M^hotra 
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Thamiz Harsam : 
Medal in the 
making ? 

T hamiz harsam is not as 

easy a name to remember as 
MUIcha Sinj(h or Snram Singh, but it’s 
one that is going to be nitting the 
h«adiines long enough to enable one 
to pronounce it with easel Espedallv 
during the Olympic year when there 
is greater than usual focus on Indian 
athletics. A year ago. when the Delhi- 
based Air Force sprinter began to 
male* his presence felt in Services’ 
and State Athletics, no one reully 
took him seriously. At the beginning 
of 1880, however, he standi out as 
potentiallv our best for the new sea- 
■son—and « very good prospect for 
Moscow. 


have been out But Thamh Harsam 
is not the kind of athlete who gets 
put off very easily. His coacoi and 
well-wishers, who felt that he deser¬ 
ved a second look, pleaded for his 
retention in the camp at the athlete’s 
own expense. National coach Saini, 
felt this waa reasonable enough a 
demand, and the national federation 
acceded to it 

Unassuming though be appeared, 
Tbamiz Harsam suffered from none 
ot the acepticiam ol his senior fellow 
athletes, “1 am here to learn to im¬ 
prove and 1 would try to make the 
best possible use of the opportunity 
given to me” he remarked. And 
tiain he certainly did With a vengean¬ 
ce. He was, to quote one of the coa¬ 
ches piesent at the NSNIS, “one of 
the mo.st enthusiastic and hard-work¬ 
ing trainees ” What was particularly 
encoui aging ab.)ut young Thamiz 
was his readiness to compete at a 
moment's notice—u distinct lack of 
which hat been evident In many of 
our leading lights For competition 
IS something he had been trained to 
-clUh. With this in-built advantage 


Thamiz remains aa anonymous as 
he waa a year ago. For a very odd 
reaion. Sporta deaks all over the 
country atiU And the telex lines play¬ 
ing havoc with bis name every time 
the young airman wins an event! As 
a reault, most reporters do the next 
best thing to reporting his success— 
juSt ignore him I SrT the man who 
was a surprise last-minute entry for 
the Asian Athletic Meet in Tokyo 
last May, who achieved a rare treble 
m the Slices' meet, winning 100 (11. 
0 aec^, 200 (21.1 secs) and 400 met¬ 
res (47.4 sees) in Pune, and who went 
on to win both the 200 and 400 met¬ 
res ffnals in the Inter-State Meet 
in Hissar last February with some 
ease, is still an unknown commodity 
in Indian athletics. At the time of 
writing he has added vet aitother 
laurel winning the 400 metres in 
48.8 secs in the Pakistan National 
Games in Karachi 

There is an amusing story going 
round in Delhi athletic circles ab¬ 
out Harsam, which suggests that his 
name was struck off from the result 
sheft of a meet because some bnght 
apark thought that the unfamiliar 
name had crept in through a typist’s 
error! some months later, the same 
unknown appeared in the selection 
trials at the NSNIS Patiala for the 
Asian Athletic Cbampionshios, and 
knowledgeable athletic entbuilaata 
were hard-pressed to decide as to 
when and how he had entered the 
aoene. Thamiz waa not in the list of 
probebles invited for the ooeching 
cemp, but had travelled to Patitla at 
the Inatance of his coach Airman 
Oogri, to have a ahot at the triala. 
He Antihed 4th In the 180 metres be¬ 
hind Gnanesekharen (10.4 aeos), Adll 
Sumaiiwala (10 5 tecs) and 0. L. 
Thomas (10.8 secs), docking a care¬ 
er-best 10.8 secs. Later he won the 
200 metres in a stowish 22 second 
plus time. Bv usual redioning, hav¬ 
ing failed to attain the qualifying 
times. Axed bv the AAFI, he should 



Thamtz' What's m a name’ 


over his fellow runners, be wav 
bound to go places One recollects 
with some dellghit, how he offered 
to be the pace-maker for middle and 
lung-distaiiLe men struggling to adii- 
eve the qualifying times for selection 
to the Tokyo meet. By the time the 
Anal selections were made, Thamiz 
Harsam was one of the Attest men 
on the squad, rearing to go into ac¬ 
tion in any international meet that 
came his way. He mad« the Indian 
4X100 m relay quartet on sheer 
consistency, and played an important 
role in its national record-breaking 
third place in 40 41 secs behind Japan 
and Thailand at the Aaian Champion¬ 
ships. 

Air Force coach Menetaar Dogra 
was thrilled at-hla protege’s saooass. 

The cheerful Thamit has ao com- 
plaints about hia eucoeis being play¬ 
ed on a low key. “It suite me down 
to the ground’’, he aeys. “It also 
mesns that sposla readers don’t ex¬ 
pect too mudt from me—-and that 
really makes somewhat easier than 
it is for people like my friend Sri- 
ram Singh!’ 


Tenhis cannot wait 

TN INDIA THEBE ABB HABDLY 
A any sportemen or women who 
woulo give up everything to pursue 
the eporta he or she likes. Gito Ku¬ 
mar (16) is one such spprts woman, 
who IS veiling to give up her studies, 
so that she can devote more time to 
tennis. She started playing tennis 
from the tender age of 11 or 12 at 
Calcutta South Club, under the gui¬ 
dance of national coach Akbtar Ali. 
But then It was more of a pastime. 
When she realised that she had 
some potentials sue started practising 
seriously. That was when she wse 
14, She felt that she could do well 
if she wanted to. 


A year back, she left her school 
(Loreto House, Calcutta) so that she 
could give more attention to her 
Arst love, tenoia. Her father, Na- 
resh Kugiar, a name familiar in the 
tennia world, gave her all the en¬ 
couragement ahe needed end helped 
her to alt for the Senior Cambridge 
(in a private capacity), the results 
of which she is awaiting. She 
left school because at that time there 
was a tournament at Delhi and ahe 
wanted to sertidpatc In that. 


Gita prefers the serve-atid-vollev 
game, “I'm strong in that, but now 
I’m concentrating on my 
shots", she added. 


ground 


It is four hours of practice everv 
day for Gita. First she runs in the 
club and then skips. After that ahe 
plays with Parveen Singh, a coach of 
the club and Afzal Ali, the younger 
brother of Akbtar Ah. “Most of the 
time Akbtar is there. My father also 
tries to be there so that he can help 
me”, she says. Like all tennis play¬ 
ers, she has the ambition of winning 
the Wimbledon. “But that is far. 
far away. Firat, let her eatablish 
herself as the India No. 1 then only 
can we think whether she can go 
ahead. For that she has to work 
really hard. She has some potentials, 
she is a natural athlete but she haa 
to go a long way. But the main 
thing IS that she has to work hard. 
Indian girla start with a disadvant¬ 


age, they can't be left alone, so she 
has to shuffle here and there. But 
if I lee that she haa the potentials, 
ill give all the fedlitlea sbe'needi. 
But ahe must prove hertelf Arit"- 
iNareah Kumar InterveneA 


But Gita haa made up her mind to 
go abroad and play as many tourna¬ 
ments she can ^‘beoause by tourna¬ 
ment practice onb' one can improve,” 
Ao laya. She is leaving Calcutta at 
the end of this month end Intonds 
to start playing toumamenta. 


Gita’s favourite player Is Jimmy 
Connors and among the women, It is 
Evonne Cawley. She hei lean them at 
Wimbledon and was rea^ thrilled to 
see hhem at play. But, whan it 
comes to following someone’s game, 
it is Jimmy Connors, and no one else. 


Crossword 


Question box 


iGndman bv Surtbir Vaidya 




ACROSS t 


1 In chess, a position In which ons 
aide Is reduced a state of help¬ 
lessness, since any move made 
leads to disaster (8) 

4 A deep pool frequented by fish in a 
river (4) 

8 The feeling of railef coming after a 
period of great effort, especially In 
distance running (B, 4) 

11 A light sailing-vessel for racing (5) 

12 Nothing (5)^ 

13 The side that is marked, as of a 
playing-card (4) 

14 Skating arena (4) 

15 The capital of Ghana (5) 

20 A very thin light dress material (5) 

21 An acrobatic stunt which also gives 
the figurative meaning "to turn 
over" (10) 

23 —Lewis, former captain of the 
MCC cricket team (4) 

24 Offidais at a race (8) 

DOWN 


1 Athlete's thin gauzy jersey (8) 

2 and 22 Spanish painter (4) 

3 To fight by grappling with a person 

and trying to throw him to the 
ground (7) 

5 --of a boxer (or jockey) Is done 
before (or after) a contest (8-2) 

8 An artist employs them to pose for 
him (6) 

7 —Gardens: cricket-ground in Cal¬ 
cutta (4) 

9 Six (or eight) deliveries make one 
(4j 

One who receives no handicap in 
a game (7-3) 

Takes part in a rebellion (7) 

A short-legged hound used foi 
hunting hares (6) 

A Hindu system of mental disci 
pline (4) 

— Lillee, crioketei for Australia (6) 
— and graces: affected manne 
risme^ (4) ^ 

8ee 2 doern 
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8. Dural 0abu, Kilperuinpakkam, TamH 
MMu. 

Q: Has Rajlnder Goal played any 
Teat? Give the full details of his Test 
career. 

A; No. He has just played four Inters 
national games, i e, against at the visit- 
Ofs in zonal matches, in which he has 
captured six wickets at an average of 
43 83. 

N. V. Raian, Madras. 

0: How many runs did Kapil Dev 
make against West Indies at Banga¬ 
lore and Madras in 1978-79? 

A: Kapil Dev scored 12 at Banga 
lore and 0 and 26 not out at Madras 
against West Indies in 1978-79 
Rradaep K. Dash, Cuttack. 

0: What is the highest individual 
score In a Test innings? 

A: Garfield Sobers s unbeaten knock 
of 365 made against Pakistan in the 
third Test at Kingston m 1957-58 is 
the highest individual score made in a 
lest innings 

8* M. Huaaain, 8. imir Huaiiiln, 8. 
Rais Hussain, A. H. Jasai, Kanpur 

Q: When where and against whom 
did Mohinder Amarnath make hie debut 
in Tests? 

A: Mohinder Amarnath played his 
first Test for India against Australia 
at Madras in 1969-70 

Rajoat R. Past, Bombay. 

Q: Who was Surinder Amarnath's 
partner, when the pair added over 100 
runs against New Zealand? How many 
runs did they score? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar was Surinder 
Amarnath $ partner and they added 
204 m the 1st Test at Auckland in 
1975-76 In partnership for the second 
wicket 

4sala Jeel. Bombay 

Q: Who came to bat after Kapil 
Dev, in the fourth Test against England 
last year? 

A: Yashpai Sharma came in to 
bat at the fall of Kapil Dev s wicket 
In the second innings of The Oval 
Test against England in 1979 


80LUTION TO CRO88WOR0 NO. 55 



A roBdar, CitbuHa. 

Q: Mow many runs did Kaplf Oev 
make in the calendar year 1979 ? 

A: Kapil Dav made 619 runt amt 
took 74 wickets in the calendar year 
1979, each of which is a world record 
for an all-rounder 

Raja Banerjee, CMcutta. 

Q: When where and against, 
whom did P Sen make his Test debut 
and what was his performance m the 
l8t Test ? 

A: P Sen played his first Test for 
rndia in the 3rd Test against Australia 
at Melbourne in 1947-48 when he made 
4 and 2 as a batsman and caught 
S. G. ^rnes and stumped R A 
Hamence In the Test 

Rajanikant Siivattavat Bihar. 

Q: What IS the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of former India captain. B. B 
Bedi'’ 

A; Former India captain, Bishan 
Singh Bedi. in 67 Tests has bowled 
21,>567 balls, 1.097 maidens and has 
captured 266 wickets conceding 7,637 
runs for the same On 14 occasions 
he has captured five or more wickets 
in an innings and once 10 or more 
wickets in a match His best bowling 
figures In an innings Is 7198 v, 
Australia at Calcutta m 1969-70 

Alok Dae, Olgbol. 

Q; When where and against whom 
did Pankaj Roy make his Test debut 7 
What Is his batting records, and that 
of Subroto Guha 7 

A: Pankaj Roy played his first 
Test at Delhi against England In 
1951-52 and since then in 43 Tesla he 
had scored 2,442 runs at an average 
of 32 56, hittmg five centuries Subroto 
Guha has captured only three wickets 
in four Tests that he played for India 



iRjni I G>OkF 

QUESTIONS 

rVJUOWINQ ARE (A) SOME OLYM- 
« pic record>holders and (B) the 
events In which they set up records 
Pair them correctly 

Edwin Moses, Wolfgang Nordwig 
Richard Fosbury, Bruce Jenner, Daniel 
Bautista, Lasse Viren, Keipchoge Keino, 
Miklos Nemeth, Lee E Evans, James 
R Hines 

20 km walk, 100 m sprint, 1500 m run. 
Throwing the {avelin, 5,000 m run, 
40C m sprint, Decathlon, High Jump, 
400 m hurdles, Pole vault 

ANSWERS 

(soes 66) tuuds ui ool—seuiH 
U samsp '(soes goy) iu|ids ui ooy*— 
sueA3 3 99 ^ '(U! u ote u||eA®f 
OuiMoiui.—ipeuieN aoi4IW ‘(soes 6*tC 
UI 6) uni ui OOSH—oum)| efiouodo) 
‘(oes g/yz ui gr) uni ui OOO'S—u«ilA 
asset ‘(soes g‘oy ui yz U t) 4 I*m 
unt oz—d)«'tnBs leiusQ '(std gig'g) 
uomieoao—lauuar sonig '(ui yzz) 

duinf iidiH—Ainpsoj piSMOiU '(ui 09 9) 
lineA d|Od — 6|MpJON 6ueS||OM 

‘(8 y9i« seipinu UI 00»~-«8SOW 








Bridge 


Boris Schsp to 


The ideas behind lead directing double'? 
are not clearly understood by many 
players The Lightner slam double, 
requesting your partner to find an 
unusual lead, is well enough documented 
and has proved its worth over the years 
However the concept of extending the 
scope nf the Lightner is less well known 
For example suppose that you deal 
and open three clubs The next player 
joins m with three spades, your partrvcr 
competes with four clubs and on your 
right you hear four spades A double 
from you in this situation cannot show 
high card defensive strength and can 
only suggest some unexpected void which 
may lead to the defeat of four spades 
if only partner can be alerted Of course 
if he regards his hand as unsuitable 
he can always sacrifice in Hve clubs but 
that might suggest that his push to four 
clubs was not very sound 
Doubles of conventional bids are cer 
tainly rather two edged weapons They 
ran suggest a good lead they may pave 
the way to a cheap sacrifice but against 
that they allow the opponents extra room 
to manoeuvre For example suppose 
that you double a cue bid of five clubs 
with a good holding in the suit This lets 
the opponent on your left pass or re 
double as well as make whatever bid ho 
would found normally Of course 

different partnerships attach different 
meanings to these-extra bids, but it is 
your double that has given them more 
time to explore their slam possibilities 
At a lower level there are often close 
decisions Take this deal from the 19612 
trials As West you hold 


♦ AOS 
10643 
O A J 10 8 
#52 

and you hear the following bidding 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 0 pass 1 NT pass 

2 NT pass 3 NT pass 

pass 7 

Weil do you make a lead directing 
double? Everything looks perfect - the 
opponents have nothing in reserve (no 
one can possibly have the values for 
a redouble) and it looks as though a 
diamond lead will get the defence off 
to the best start Unforlunately, this was 
the full hand 


♦ A05 
^ 10842 
O A J 10 8 
#52 


$ 

i. 


K9 
A J6 
632 
97643 


N 

W E 
S 


$ 


62 
•<76 
K0974 
A K 0 


J 108 743 

093 

5 

1 10 8 


At the fables where West doubled East 
dutifully led a diamond and the declarer 
had an easy run to mre tricks True he 
could not have been confidei t when he 
saw dummy but the kind club break and 
finding the Ace of spades well paced 
left him with no problems Whenever 
West failed to double £a«'t made his 
natural spade lead You can see what 
happened with only eight top tru ks 
declarer tried for his ninth with a heart 
finesse That led to three off You 
can see what I mean about the double 
edged nature of lead directing doubh s 


Chess 


Clarke 

A taste tor the eccentricities of oponiry 
play seems needed foi the appreciation 
and enjoyment of this week s game 
Michael basmai'i, who is by tar thr 
leading eccentric in British chess today 
has been experimenting not only witt 
Grob s Attack t1 P *- KKt4) but even with 
answering 1 P-'K4 by 1 P-KKt4 
Now it IS dear to any classically minded 
master that such a defence must be 
inferior even ♦o the point of being 
suicidal However it cannot be d( nied 
that problems arise for White if he tries 
to refute the Basman Defence out of 
hand as was proved by the game 
Ginsburg - Basnan (Lloyds Bank Masters 
London 1979) which commenced 1 
P-.K4, P-KKt4 2 P-04, P KR3 
3P-OB4, P-03 4 Kt-OB3 Kt-0B3 

6 P-KR4, PxP 6 P-06, Kt - K4 

7 P-B4, Kt K13 and after 68 moves 
was won by Black In our example 
below we see a slightly more restrainec 
form of the defensive system thouQt 
Black still manages to advance bolh 
KtPs and his KBP in the first five moves 

Whte Oeia Gutter] Black Mlrhatl Bai- 
man* Queen e Pawn Basman Defence 
(Lloyds Bank Masters London 1979) 

1 P-04. P-KS; t Ki-KOe,P*^OKt4 
3 0-KI8.*. 


To provoke Basman is unnecessary Simpler 
was 3 P K3 

3 .«*P-KB3; 4 B-04, a-Kt2 

9 OKt-Qt,P-KU. • P-KII4 

7 P-KII4, P-KtS; 9 Kt-KKtI.P-K84 
• P-K3,Kt-K3. 10 Kt-K2»Kt-KU 

11 Kt-KB4.KtxKt; 12 BxKt. B-03 

13 B X B. P X B 

The Canadian master has bean unab'e to make 
anything CH.it of the opening His slow man 
oeuvres combined with the closed nature of 
the pawn position have allowed Black to 
obtain excellent prospects 

14 P-QB4. P-R3. 1$ P-B3. Kt-B3 

18 QBPkP.RPxP. 17BxP.0-0 

The Situation is now very difflcu t tor White 
He has a matenul advaptage out ro sa4 
spot for his K mg 

18 P>B4. Kt-K«S. 19 K-B2. R-B2 
20 Kt-^BI. Q>Kt3. 21 P-R4. R^QBI 
22 8 - Q3 . 

Not 22 R B1? PxR 230xR OxBlek 

22 . Kt X Bch, 23 O X Kt, Q X Pch 

24 Kt-Q2. R*S7, 29 KR-Q1. 8 - K5 

28 Q>K2, R-KB1, 27 P > RS. KR • 81 
28 K-K1 

This losHb at 0 I Howtvr»r p u 1 d 
as he wa Wh 'r I ad no 1 oni of es ip f 

28 . R X Kt 2ft Raaignt 


Competition G408 i j c n >t wl a 


ri a k 



How d d Wt tp f tip* t a a r o 




Solution to 0407 (Bronsteln * Dubinin 
Loningrad, 1947) Cr2n2n1/ppp3k1 4P3 3b3p 
9Rpq/8/PPPQ2P1 BRK1 - White to play } 

Bronste n pressed rune h s a'tst x by ?0 t 
B7ch Kt » R 21 R X K*rh K Rl i f 21 
K Kt3 tren 22 0 03 h lead i to i ate *^2 
0 B3cn Kt 03 ?3 R K Kt 0 X R 0 0i h 
K - R2 25 0-B5ch and B ack res gned 
Problom No. 1071. Soli, t on najtt week 
P. P, BloNo (k rsi Pr Its Manchester V^eekfy 
Times 1914) (3bP3/IQ2/0rr/1p3Npp/2ppk1n1 
8RBN/8Rt 3B3K - 8 whit* mon, 11 bUek ) 
Wh te to p ay ap'd '»ato n worroves 
Solution to No. 1070 (Howard) (iMOt/ 
1bp>Np1y1r4»1 1r0p/1p2S1p1/1R«N1/4|>ht 
ORK - mat* In two.) 1 K - R2 (threat iKt Ri) 
(a) 1 P - 03 2 Kt - K5 (b) 1 P 04 
2 Kt 06 (c) 1 0 X P 2 Kt B (cf) 1 

P-K80 2R KKt2 (6)1 P-K8Kt2R-01 
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6 WRfSTLING SPORT OR 
RACKET? 

For long one of the gladiatorial 
delights, professional 
wrestling today is under a 
t loLd Frequent charges ar» 
being made about this 
free-for-all sport questioning 
tte cfedentials of both tho 
discipline and the participants 
Ashish Rajadhyaksha and 
S N M Abdi investigate 



fHE GRCATS WF DIDN T 
GFT TO SEE 

Thi u m tho senes of the 
South Africans barred from 
Test cricket. M‘ke Proctor Ig 
profiled by Michael Melford 
Also Blow-up in colour 



mo THROUGH IN 
hEDERATION CUP 

The oremier Indian football 
competition the 

Federation Cup, got underway 
amidst controversies over the 
timings of matches However, 
till the half-way stage there 
were few surprises as the 
expected teams worked their 
way up to the semi-tlnals 
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Separate 
sports Ministry 
essential 

I T IS HIGH TIME THAT A 
separate ministry for 
sports IS set up m India 
Spoils IS now withm the 
jurisdictioa ol the Ministry 
ot lAiuoation Eaucation be- 
ui£ d more inipoiTant port- 
tuiio than simrts, the Mi¬ 
nister conceined is hard¬ 
ly able to devote bis 
adentioa to sports For 
hue improvement of the 
Atandam of sports m the 
country, a separate sports 
niMnisti’Y IS abooUuleiy nec'e- 
Asary We hope the Govern- 
tnr«nf wul favourably uon- 
Aider this .sngt{e.&tion. 

A SEKHAR, 
A SRIKANIH, 
Trtoandrum. 

Poor referee f 

T^£ ARTicLi. -p K on 

Side’ b\ Ml R K Tcwaii 
published m !^p<fnsworl(l 
April 9 was absorbing read* 
ing, albeit completely bereft 
of football sense Mr Tewan 
ha.s only ridiculed himself 
But that was no fault of bis» 
How could a whoOe-time 
busine 6S-inongtT, a man total 
ly devoid of any soccer 
background, produce better 

leading^ 

'That *PK’ a controversial 
peisonalitv throughout, is the 
most dcidicalod footballer of 
bis tmu IS proved And, 
PK as a u>a4h is simply 
unparalleled He is incom 
paidble His only guiflt' was 
that he pulled Mohun Bagan 
out of th^' ashes in 1976 and 
restored it to the highest 
rrosi ot glorv* And, alas 
the tnbute Mi R K Tewau 
paid to Mr P K Baneijee’ 
Yas We admit East Bengal 
might have offered PK a 
more lucratiM* lump, but 
why you, the Mohun Bagan 
football Sccrelary with so 
much of affection (f) for 
pilip Palit. amlld not hold 
him back^ 

(DR ) SAILEN MONDAh, 
Calcutio 

Delhi's triumph 

H LARmS r CONGRA RI 
idtions to the turimr 
Indian team captain and the 
present captain of ixdni 
erkket team Btshan bmgh 
Becii for retaining the Ranji 
Trophy defeating Bum bay by 
240 runs and with 14 4 nvm 



dalory overs to spare 
I the game was more or less 
one sided The Delhi team 
was too strong coinpaied to 
tti^. Bombay ites Tfi^ hew of 
the Boinba> team Sandeej: 
Paul was not then There 
) may ha\< been a ditfeienl 
I siory to tell had he been 
I ihtri On the olbfi hand, 
' the siipeib knofk by Mohin 
I der Amanidth and JfCirti 
A'ad m the hist innings pul 
I IKdiii m a strong igi^igion 
I Mojto\<r the bowling ol 
HisUan ^ngb He'd! in tlw 
ficcund mniLg'v wts alst 
piajseworthv Bedi steeroc 
Ilk tourjHtt of the game 
I Ddlhis way when he got thi 







vital breakthrough takinj{ 
Vengaaikar's wicket io the 
first innings. The second 
knock by Sunil Gavaskar 
was also praiseworthy. Ail 
said, Delhi under the cap* 
tainship of fiishan Singh 
Bedi fully deserved the out- 
rkht victory. 

KAMALESH G. VARYANI, 
MEKHAN RAJESHPAL 
SINGH, 
S, SAMP AT H, 
GODWANI MOHAN, 
Ahmedabad. 

[Letters congratulating Be- 
di and other members of the 
Delhi cricket team that heat 
Bombay in the last Ranji 
Trc^y final were also 
written by the follcmmg rv 
aders: Shasikanth Shetty 

(Manipal, Karnataka), S. S. 
,Mohanty and K. K. Ghosh, 
Gurdev Awatar and Daveii- 
der Gunnukh (Rajgangpur), 
■Rajesh Gupta (Rishra) Vis- 
vanatii Jagdish (Balasore), 
Reyasuddin Ahmed (Dar- 
Jeeling), C. K. and Jayanthi 
Subramaoiam (Ghaziabad), 
Radhesh Ch. Paul (Cachar), 
A. D. Barnabas (Calcutta), 
Ani Kumar Pandeya and 
Shekhar Sinha (Gaya)] 

Surprising 


PONGRATULAIIONS TO 
^ Mr Subhash Sarcar toi 
his excellent of 

the Junior Pawerliftin^ 
championships recently held 
at Calcutta SporLsw<rrld 
(March 5, 1980) How 

ever, it is really sur 
prising to learn irom Mi 
Sarcar that ‘Towerlifiin/» 
has left its counterpart 
weightlifting far behind 
and gone ahea<l." This re 
mark is neither in Roorl 
taste nor based on any 
facts and hgures and ex 
hibits the ignorance of i;1k- 
writer about the activities 
of weightlifting. 

Powerlifting is notliing 
but, the offshoot of weight¬ 
lifting activity which has 
lattained thb competitive 
stature taken out from the 
32 recognised lifts a.s iwi 
Mr George W. Kirkiley, 
the renowned iiiteniatioual 
coach from Britain, now 
actively connected with the 
mtemational powerlifting 
body. PowerHifting in <tjrn 
petitive form at the intei- 
national level appi^aied 
only m 1971 when the 
First World Championships 
were held during Novem 
her, 1971 at HaiTysburn, 
Pennsylvania and subse¬ 
quently the 2nd and the 3rd 
Championships which were 
also held at the same place. 
India’s participation dates 
back to 1976 when the VI 
WoiHd Champtooshipis were 


held at York, Pennsylvania 
where nine countries parti- 
ripaled and India was 
placed eighth wi^h 19 
points. In the next Cham- 
pionshii^ India was placed 
ninth in team champion¬ 
ships. 

Whereas India’s patti- 
cipation in international 
weightlifting started in 
1936 and till this day in¬ 
cluding the recent parti¬ 
cipation at the Cardiff 
Common we a 1th We ightlift 

Ing Championships during 
February, 1980, the Indian 
team has gone abroad as 
many as 27 times. India 
participated in nine 
O ll y m p i c Wekghtliftin^ 
Championships commenc 
iiig from 1936. It has also 
participated in .six Asian 
Carnes and five Common¬ 
wealth Games and cham¬ 
pionships. 

WeightlW'ting is quite 
deep-rooted and the Weight- 
litling Federation has con- 
dui UmI as many as 32 
National Championships and 
18 National Junior Cham 
pionships continuously be 
.sides its allied artivities. 
ll has also conduct(‘d 
‘itharat Sree” and ‘ Bharat 
Kumar” bodybuilding com- 
jiclilions for over two de¬ 
cades and a half. Before 
giving up its conlrofl over 
powei lifting the Indian 
Weightlifting Federation 
conductiHl lhre<‘ National 
Powerlifting Championships 
fioni 1976 to 1978 During 
llie I’xJnpinton (a^uimon- 
wealth Gaiiuis India bagged 
one (iold and one Silver 
tin (High 1) Karnnakaraii 
and Tamil Selvan Fven in 
the ii'cent Commonwealth 
Weightlifting Champion¬ 
ships held at Cardiff India’s 
tive-member s(tuad bagged 
a gottd and two silver 
medals through F. Karuna 
karan. Anil Pal and H 
Shankaran respectively. In 
view of these facts and 
ligiires the ’ question of 
“leaving its counterpart far 
tH'hnul” does not arise. 

V. NAGRAJ 
Bangalore. 


Cricket box 

I AM A REGULAR READ- 
or of Sportsworld and 
with all other regular featu¬ 
res, the “Question Box” has 
been one of my favourite 
rea<lable professions. But the 
thing about the ‘Question 
Box’ is that it is favpuring 
cricket all the time. Have 
not the readers any ques 
tions to ask on other game.^ 
as well? 

KISHALAY CHOUDHURY, 
Shillong. 


Congrats! 


P LEASE CONVEY MY 

heartiest congratulations 
to Mohammad Shahid, a 



former student of Lucknow 
Lniversity and young re¬ 
presentative of the Indian 
hockey team, for hus brilliant 
performances in the recently, 
condudi'd international qua¬ 
drangular hockey tourna¬ 
ment at Kuala Lumpur 
(Malaysia) and being named 
"Ibe Player of the Tourna¬ 
ment’. 

SHUJAUDDdN ANSARI, 
Gorokhpur, 

New feather to 
Sunny's cap 

C ONGRATULATIONS TO 
Gavaskar for sharing the 
Wisden honour with Joel 
Garner (West Indies) and 
Fngland’s Derek Randall, 
Graham Gooch and Brian 
Rose. Let us wish him great 
suaxiss in the English 
County cricket championship 
as he will be playing for 
Somerset this sea'^on. 

RAJIV DUTTA, 
Smdri. 

*'ThaPs his five thousand/' 
said the rommejitator. 
‘*H hod to be sooner or later. 
With a fast and deadly drive 
Cutting through like a knife/' 
Gavaskar*s the greatest, 

!n mags he*s the latest 
And surely in a while 
He'll pass six thousand in 
style. 

And even though he^s a 

short man 

He very stylishly can 
Tear any attack to bits 
While the next man sits 
Awaiting his chance 
To go and lake his stance. 
Though he never lofts for six 
He easily getJi fours with 
cuts and flicks 
And before you can even 

wink 

The ball hits the fence with 

a clink. 

After a long long time, the 
fielders 

Get a chance to appeal for 
out 


The umpire respemek to their 
shout 

His finger goes up in the air 
And Gavaskar starts his walk 
Back io the pavilion stab 
The crowd gives him (I loud 
clap 

A fan gives him a back-slap 
He looks at the board 
And smiles at his score 
He flops down into a chair 
Watching the next man 
Batting out there. 

FARM AN AHMED 
(12 years), Bombay 

Sunny as iv knoum to his 
cricket pals 

Unmatched, and liked by 

guys and gals 
Naive—his technique has 

never been 
Invincible in approach, with 
interest keen 
Likeable batsman of crisis, 

belligerent, bold 
Gallantry is hiv strongest 

hold 

Ascending to the throne of 
cricket 

Versatile ^oul on any vneket 
Adept he is m the game 
Strokeptayer to attract many 
a dame 

Knhjht who has won several 
hearts 

And an affirmed 
Recipient of innumerable 

awards 

NISHA & JAYA 
Madra.^ 


TT WAS IN NlNFsTEEN 

Seventy-one 
In the team his place 

Sunny uxm. 
He then went to the West 
Indies, 

And started hitting 

centuries. 

He .stood for long at the 

crease 

Keeping his captain in the 
pavilion at peace. 
He cennes and bats at No. 1 
Very often he hits a ton. 

Playing for India, for the 
years past ten 
He eatmed a name in 

Sover^ best ten. 
He's next only to Sobers and 
Bradman, 
Even they both are Sunny’s 
fan. 

He's also become Indians 

captain 

And has successfully climbed 
the mountain 
From, '71 he has never 

looked back 
'Cause he has got the knack. 
Wishing him good luck for 
. the rest 

Hope he becomeSf, batsman 
the best. 

Hooray Sunny! Best of luck 
Hope he doesn't get out for 
a duck 

CHITRA PARMESHWARAN, 
CataUta. 
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HE;R serene HrOHNESS 

Bangkok : Queen Sirlkit of Thailand, a stunning beauty, 
was awarded the United Nations Ceres medal for her uplift 
of rural women Asked how she managed to stay slim and 
beaut.ful at 46, sho replied “I jog and do yoga and when 
it rams run up and down three storeys nine times As a 
grandmother 1 could afford to put on some weight but my 
nubband says he hateb me to be fatl ’ 

A ‘WHALE' or A JOG I 

London . English stars appeared In Jubilee Gardens 
for a sponsored jog in defence of whales I The jog organized 
by the Friends of tho Earth plan to lobby the International 
Whaling Commission to ban the slaughter of whales The 
celebrities joined by 1 000 regular joggers were served 
drinks while a pop group brayed The signal to start was 
given by a 20 ft ouppet resembling a high court judge t 

THINGS GO BETTER WITH 

Peking . 1 V dind Radio Commercials banned since 
the Cuitura* Revolution are back on the a i The first was 
^ loUvisior' onJoi'moment of Happiness (nee Co* Cola by 
I ofnbo" of a men s basketball team 

TO RAISE MONEY 

Yorkshire i/Vu ^ ^ t opper George Corner leap-Vogs 

o^r ie‘t r to rise money tor the handicapped 

Kit ^ go a {ife ’u iq >cou^ aged 79 practises on a Victorian 
I Lrox cn the lawns a his house He ca'ls his sport 
woqqifj bet^ause the top of the box reaches the woggle 
(ting) ori d scout*' kc, thief He recently toured England 
jumping nvei 1 000 l>oxos on tho way ! lEs a fine way to 
k‘>op 11 he howes 


L fm 1 ■> 



JU6r B'BCAUSe m'KB BBHIHP o /s 
NO ^BABON 70 UP, RI64^r auYS 



^HARLBi'S ROWED -^hREE iMLE-i ^ Kl B 
CANB HOME ALL PELL \AUSr \e BRDKBfw 
LOOSE /N HOe RW^URES . " 








Professional wrestling to¬ 
day IS under a cloud, dark¬ 
ened by charges of fixed 
matches ASHISH RAJA- 
DHYAKSHA investigates. 

^'Freddie WtdQeon brouqht a feUow 
named Waterbuiy to see me, and he 
placed a proposition before me 
which looks dashed good. It seems 
he knows a couple of all^n wrestlers, 
and he wants me to advance two 
hundred quid for working capital, 
the S(heme hemg that we hire a 
hall tn one of these northern manw 
facturma toums and put these btrds 
on and clean up. He saps he can 


safely bill the thing as a Jbmopt'an 
Championship, because nobody up 
there is gomg to know if a wiesiler 
ts a champion or not Then we tan 
have a return match, and after that 
the rubber match, and then we start 
all over agam somewhere else 
There ought to be a pot of money 
m It 

(From *‘Oofp Prosser md the Beef 
Jrusr by P G WODEHOVSE) 

I T REALLY IS A LOT LIKF 
that . It really is very like ihal 
moie so today than when authentic 
professional worQd wiestling diam 
pionships used to be held and popu* 
larly recognised as a sport 
Professional world wrestling died 
out in 1928 That is more or less the 


turning point when the gradual 
degeneration of the sport started 
Until today it is clas^silicd as 'an 
exhibition, to be viewed much as 
farce or comedy*, as Mcnke*s Ency 
olopaedia of sport describes it 

Pro wrestling has today at least 
three world champions, which are 
titles acknowledged by the bodies 
generally accepted as authentic /the 
World Wide Wrestling Federation The 
American Wrestling Association and 
the National Wiestling Alliance) The 
iiimb<M of seflf appointed titles are 
anybody's guess Soon afte-r the 
Secxin Wot Id War says the Enev 
iJopaedia of Popular Sport, “the bet 
tci wiestlcrs became self proclaimed 
thainpions, oiganised then ^iwn ham 
stoimnig tours and avoided wrestling 
one anothei for the most part It 
was the beginning of the era of the 
piotnotei the man who went about 
giving Ills sponsoied bouts the full 
blast of a concerted media build-up 
even while the two WHStlers scream 
ed over poster^ TV rnninieriiaK 
dod the Pies., loi ea(h t»theis blood 
It was obviously, the beginning of 
the eia of the fixed tight 

Piofessiou il wifstling is today an 
iiiteinational mdustiy with almost 
'j UOO wiestlers at il as then m le 
mcaui of ilivelihood It is a thriving 
industry, with an obvious base in ilu 
L >A, but a Idige fan tollowiiig in 
much of Europe. <^anada, South 
Aiiieiica (pai ticnlai Iv lb i/il) Japan 
and paits of Afiin In India tin re 
IS a tlcdgelmg t.icinl in Bombay and 
Calc'iitta owned by S14 i1hi,. Piomnt 
eis (they have fher own world 
champion Lfaia Singh) While in 
Jndm it hasn t takf'O vMy nnuh ui 'i 
fiim mol t)if^ mam rea on 1»( mg a 
moieoi kx monopoly ovii the po 
puilai viiestlcis bv just one oiganisa 
tion It vet appf*drv to be a pretty 
mum V spmnei for its uwnei IVli B 
J MuUi who has i>vci tfK years 
built up a lino followinp 

Mulla has more oi less adhered 
to the style tiadilionally accepted m 
the Wc'.l ot building up lioiils Kahili 
Hickok discloses that without ixccp 
tioii all the publicised light^ in 
piofessiona! wiestling aic h\ed 
though they nie not, 'as 'ome people 
think, choreogiaphed to the last 
detail But the wmnei and the time 
when the bout will end aic known 
111 advance, and usually the way the 
end wild come is also planned Blood 
IS usually picxluccd by bieaking 
small capsules ot the kind also used 
on the stage and in movies” (New 
Encyclopeadia ot Sport) The basic 
stiuctuie, the fundamental issue that 
every boul woiks on, is that there 
IS a good guy and a bad guy In the 
* ase of the Indian fights, it is the 
two brothci s >n-arnis Dara Singh 
and Randhawa, who ward oft foreign 
invasion and protect the honour and 
reputation of the country. All the 
toreigners are, needless to add, 
‘viilians’ in their own way Every 
fight IS preceded by allegations from 
the challengers to Dara Singh’s 
“Woild Crown”, which vary from 
those of bias on the part of the re* 



S Bob Backtundr^crld champion of one of the three federationB 



There are many 
world champs 

JR^gatde(t as the mov/ng 
fotce behind professionaf 
wrestling m tnd/a. B J 
MULLA explains the biUmgs 
of fights all over the world. 

6MBTSWORU) : As far as Oue 
World Wide Wreatlliid Federalioa 
is oiOMertied, Bara Stogh is tlie 
world diamFioii, Isiift lieT 

K I. MVliA : Look, one of the 
things that people doa*t realise is 
the fact that each association mav 
have its own world champion. It 
is not Ute the Olympics where one 
person gets a gold and is then 
recognised to be the amateur 
champion in his disapline lo the 
people a world champion has got 
to be only one and nobodv else. 
This is not so in professional 
wrestling, it is not so in pro box 
ing either. 

SW: But aa far as your aaai^ 
datlon ia concerned, Bara Singh la 
world champion. How imporUni 
is that? * 

BIM: Wc are members of 
the WWVVF, which is something 
like a unique body ol promoters— 
286 promoters from all over the 
world — who feoognise their own 
champion. Thcie are many such 
federations. But the WWWF is 
the largest and most authentic. 
And they have recognised Dara as 
the champion. 

SW : Not according to the offi¬ 
cial ratings received in any Sports 
Review Scries. They have Bob 
Backlund as their champloii 

BJM : Actually the WWWF 
divides the world into four terri¬ 
tories — East. West, North and 
Smith. Dara is the Eastern cham¬ 
pion. 

BW : Has he ever fought out* 

tfder 

BIM : Yes, last year in Amster¬ 
dam, the year before in the Wort 
Indies. 


B|M : Arownd $1. 

SW : Wliidi Iw 1ti« 

US aeemr I' 

bUm : Me HIwimI Ml 

Three of tr2^, 

a aettsibU rontiaeVfrMUf S tw 
can see him evew mmiiini 
Juba. rooQiag thr<w milia tufprjf 
day. * 

.SW;f^ dMm^Uh Kit 

Randhawat , 

BIM : There's no te«M in «% 
ther Aghtlny brother, ; 


SW ( One emir tinitK’eiBiWh 
tioB for Derate d ie ce e g, »pt 
conecdinil OM Be Is nt Ml 
very good ^wteattaTi M 
agbto are M. Be t» ]nlBr 
attraction, ae ttnre le emr KiMMi 
why yon nenM jMpItlit 

hia "arorld cMiiaelHlw>* 

BIM : No, no, the nghta areeft 
fixed. Not the Den Igfe^ Mty 
wav We have aome eet^^. 
warm-up fights. tMfore the maht 
event. These ere inaU% lor 
laughs, and these Ore Often ned. 
Because the result inMcea QOi 
ference. But there ii ne i^men 
far us to fix the Khti heouK 
first, though to^ j|Nn J* % 
star attraction, if be UsOa t %IW 
build up someone else, n mgy 
take two years, or m«fc j£ IBD 
Tata died, do you thbitt the BoiK 
uf Tatas is going fo do)]gpaei Or 
it Sunil Gpvaskar petfres vfilw jin' 
cket close down? WWii 

you say the fighta in Xanni'' Ore 
fixed, what of ^Knta Shin Ins 
fought abroadt jST AUBaMtot 
for instance^ Therh tK 
promoter will want Mg WMl 
win; bow then can SrOU MMWn 
Dara's consistent gHOceak? 

I*' 

SW : Wh* arg the etigr 
en trho can setdaen^lhM fthoT 

BJM t Well, thora fhJKihIhaiil, 
there's Prince MMSinksT^Kt fe 
fights under a BmsMi 
There's Randhaw^s gen Mlnr 
Singh, who looks as if Mf« faiM 
to be good. These are more or leM 
the grade one wres^ra. 


K* foeiK ioiM* ft 

in pmt iigw*h|iei|l|it eontelft, 

Ml t JMd Digit M ft CMftlftdgMi 

' ftae w4y to took at 

' % vUwmlKjfW aM be. - 

;gfes:?S. 

nwM iSie DefttunS. 

MlifM ht gkW DiMto Mid Dm&» i 
K fniftift Aid sWl the expetts 
mia WOHC Md Dow itte done, 

i DW i murt h the itamnSMaiat 
|IM hftfft frdh tK jWreatleMt ^ D* 
iM ftaft ttuTIftiltft akistlcMt 

, iDB t tUfitete ahhohitely. no 
Uftil Oitttrftdt hetfiveen usi. j have 
tesftMMipttw to the Indian 
KeiMan ynto fight regnlarly for 
laa. I gay Mwm by the fight, on 
aa niteiiyie they get about B$ 
pbt fight, Oara and 
ItantHuraa have a difieient sst- 
tgitt Dara ooftld woll ask me, 
reasou, Cov BidfijOOO per. 
hCMt, Mite iMirtlrit; With these 
hM t hftVi i prOfit<Ohariiig rela- 
tfowDIfi. 


I soft D D thaf ^yoft have 

WtwMe of the 
wMilKte tries in fat out and «tart ' 
iCHMChS^ iSt big pwUe But thuu 
Sphfi%ih dM«t ^6 the entre- 
idtURy to run a show 
m» iho ^ ftM dh. .Awl then M 
is hficomiaff incrttufingly dhficnit 
to fiood wrestlers because' 
^emhittg IS getting su spensive 
met wei iuid Mn't afford the. 
moi dm » n^ssery to their 
fEtaft, heye a going - eonoerni.' 
so MB #si %ity>tkTestliitg.’/. 
ttKtoiDMiWjL ir^ xeftmg fwwft^ 
bmimM difficult'hftftiuse'there'/ 

SitlKM httt.pttierMin ifaMFe.js no 


feree, to the one made two yeai\s ago 
by a Negro wrestler who claimed 
that “every major sport in the world 
has Negroes as its champion. I have 
come to take away the crown from 
Dara and return it to my lace, to 
whom it rightfully belongs". 

“With the coming of televised 
wrestling after World War 11“ writes 
Hickok, “the professionaJ version 
became even leas of a sport ... vil¬ 
lains were needed. In the earlier 
post-war years they were Germans 
or Japanese, like Hans Scbmklt or 
Mr Moto. When the cold war be¬ 
gan these became also Russian 
villains, among them Ivan Koloff 


' The (lommissai In India there 
was one wrestler named Tham Yen 
Chang, ol Chinese origin but now 
very much an Indian citizen, who 
was passed off as Chinese thereby 
giving the tight a political hue. But 
more often the values that are used 
to colour the villains emerge from 
their ‘evil’ nature in the way popu¬ 
lar Hindi him villaiius are *evir. 
“The posters reflect something that 
ahrady exists, some factual basis 
that creates anknosity between the 
two wrestlers which wc highdight 
while promoting the light," says B. 
J. Mulla. “It naturaWy creates for 
a certain anticipation that makes the 
audience want to come and see the 


fight Even m Muhammad Ali fights 
there is a lot of *natak* and the fight 
is made to look like the settlement 
of personal scores between the two 
boxers, which* isn't. It just makes It 
more interesting, more liveBy." 

Who come to India are profession¬ 
als (all the foreigners). The very 
hrst tning that is given to them by 
tbeir promoter is an imago- He is 
eituer a good guy, wuicn means that 
he is a 'tair* wrestler who tights by 
the rules or a bad guy which tran^ 
slates to mean a 'killer in the ring, 
demented, habitual Qawbreaker'. 
“Fans ail over the world know the 
scarred, bald head of the hatpd Ba- 






#a|ch-canis 8 S 


/'limr AfiKABAM 3jm^3i' 
" ww la hit itflnwi 
way AamHcA’c f^rt auMAtgr «iw 
ajtidai^ th« gveat* m«a> tnUmi^ 
iit* of th« vkriattra 

to the mor« populor Oi:a6<H 
Rom»a atyle of wmflini w«* 
one of grippuig the oppoaoht 
wherever the opportunity offer* 
ed ttaelf. It quickly attractod 
pubhc fancy, reaultuig in the 
em^genee of atalb In country 
fatra where ‘profeauonala’ ofterea 
to pay $28 up to $250 and aome* 
timea even more to any man 
whose ahonlders they could not 
pin within a ^Tocilled time limit 

Item such an environment 
emerged the world's ftwUevtr 
wrestling champion, Martin 
Tarmer' 3urns, who welgM 
only 170 pounds. Be won the 
Catch*as*cateh«can Champloa'^ 
ship (which was what the new 
■Me wat caliedi when he 
teat 'Strangttlar* Inwla m 
1898. Be pniiinpt& loti it to Tote 
Jenkhna, an unknown datmann 
fanner, two years later (1|^), 
Jenkins hold It for aeven yaan^ 
whmi he lost, in a oonmtili 
set, to another unknown miffc 
Oeteh in 1908. And team tlmt 
encounter emerged. 1^^ matt ww. 
la popularly acSnowWlj^ te h*' 
me greatmt w^tler eetr^ Vtoi^ 
Qot^ who held the Utie tot w 
yearii and 160 pouts. 



tiM 
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woh^ who were of «ipM> qu«r 
tity, in an ore that fa deacripM 
aa the "goldfft ago of wrestling", 
ted by 0«m% tndia. teere 
were Staninaua gibyaako. £8ck 
Shifci^ ften tondoa, Itey Steele 
and Budy Duaek, champions all. 

In the early IflBO'a. promoter 
Jack Pfefter intfbducra wrestling 
in mud and cages. Be waa the 
teat to start women’s wtestllng 
and ‘midget* bouta, and what has 
been a very tempoirary i^umo* 
menoa, Man va Antmpl bouta. 

'mth the pomiiog in of televi- 
after ilwBacond World War, 
tho proleiaimial teerslon gradual* 
ly AMertOkited aa a $ptat A 
named ^Gorgeous’ 

bo^!teNd hM same fn»n 
laui^tlir Mid made 
a fm, 

^ igo.bl gthiiMejlw had idu"* 

Wl*v 

I 

AM. 



ton VuQ Rasenke* The man is 
known and despised everywoere'* is 
a typical description of a villakn 
(Wrestling Picture Book), while the* 
hero or good guy is described as, 
'^with a lightning flash of greatness 
Manny Fernandes made the smart 
people look awfully foolish (when be. 
became Florida champion). It 
couldn't happen to a nicer guy. In 
fact, people used to say Manny was 
too nice to be a wrestler. To that 
Manny would answer : *A wrestler 
has to be strong, quick and smart. 
He doesn't have to be mean. Mean 
guys don't make good wrestlers. 
Mean guys are just mean guys*." 
(Sports Review Wrestling March 
19b0) 

This image is assiduousdy perpe¬ 
tuated by all the people in the busi¬ 
ness. whether rival promoters, 
columnists or the hundreds of wrest¬ 
ling magazines that report on it. It 
is after all their sole guarantor of 
success, the myth that is implicitly 
accepted by ail the fans. And it has 
been accepted to the point of it being 
a very lucrative industry indeed. 
The average wrestfler, just one. of a 
promoter's entourage and by no 
means his star draw, is good enough 
for $ 15.000 in earnings annually. 
The top ones make anything up to 
$ 100,000. while the 'world cham¬ 
pions' or first contenders, people who 
wrestle six days a week, make over 
$ 250,000. Official ratings for the 
top three federations are, Dob Back- 
lund (WWWF World Champion). 
Nick Bockwinkel (AWA) and Harley 
Race (NWA). Obviously, there are. 
men who are among the top earners 
in the game, but apparently the Qist 
of “Most Popular" which is run by 
every issue of ‘Wrestling Superstars', 
with a monthly poll of their readers, 
make even more than the 'World 
Champions*. These are people like 


rhom Van Chang —balonpt to MtiUn’a stable and probablp the best after Dara and RaruOuiwa 
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Poster campaigiis exa^rated 


RANDHAWA tells SPORTS- 
WORLD his greatest regret 
was to have turned pro¬ 
fessional straightaway. But 
he won't make the same 
mistake with his son, 

SPORTSWORLD : Wbat Is yw 

e title? Yov’re the Indian Chsm- 
brother Oars glagh 
World Cham^on? 

RANDBAWA : He was 
ly Hustom-E-HInd, and when be 
won the World Championship be 
became Rustom-E-Zanian, and con¬ 
ceded the Indian title to me, 

SW : Why don’t yon ever fight 
him? 

R : Nnnnnoo.., he’s far better 
than me. Besides brothers can’t 
fight Jn this sport They will never 
be senous. 

SW : How good are yon as eom- 
pmd to the amaieor wrestlers 
who represent India in the Asisa 
Games or Commonwealth Gamest 

R; Our style is different We 
light freestyle^ whereas the others 
fight Indian style. So you can’t 
compare. 

SW : Yon had once ofiered to 
train the Indian wresilerst before 
they went, to the Edinhnrgh Conn 
monwealth Games* ba<Wt yonT 

R : Yes. but they didn’t res¬ 
pond. 

SW : Have yon ever felt Hke 
representing India la the vailotts 
tommamentsT 


R : That is accuatly the greateat 
regret 1 have* that I turned pro- 

f fessional before giving myself a 
anoe In ,the amateur circuit If 
had a choice now* I wouldn’t 
turn profes$ional the way I did. 

SW t Yon have a sbn« arho Is 
very good In the rlngt we are told* 
Are^yon going to make him a 
profSislonait 

R : No* not at all, Tm training 
him to fight for the amateUr 
tournaments. If 1 have a say* he 
won’t turn professional as quickly 
as I did* despite the fact that 
there is slightly more money in 
professional wrestling than the 
amateur. 

SW : What do yon think of the 
style In which the professional 
bouts are run hi India? The pos¬ 
ter eanmsigtis and leaflets etc? 

R : I don't like it. They overdo 
things every time. You just say 
something, and neat it is grossly 
exaggerated and put up on all the 
posters. It tries to make us wrest¬ 
lers out into some sort of animals, 
)ilt for each other’s blood... 

SW : Do YOB mean then that all 
the aectisamns made, all that 
’natakbaad’ has a gem of reaUtyt 
Dn’i ft fust Invents? 

R : Sometimes it is invented, 
mostly it is an exaggeration of 
some minor Incident that takes 
place between us. 

SW ; How much are you paid? 

R : Not very much. 

SW : Are the fights fixed? 

E : No, not as far as I know. 


Andre the Giant, Dustv Rhodes, Ivan 
Putski. who traditionally accept ros¬ 
es presented by pretty children or 
girls before their bouts, wbiile loud¬ 
mouths like Bryan St John call 
themselves the ‘greatest ever* while 
taking “a child's autograph book and 
shredding it, stomping the fragments 
of paper and throwing it at the kkl*’ 
In India, an average wrestler like 
Dhanraj or Meherdin might get Bs 
1.000 per fight, a more crowd pulling 



Capside-mduced blood ^ 


wrestler Rs 2.500 to 3.000 while 
Dara Siogh and Randhawa get a 
share of the total gate money which 
tops one lakh 

Only by meeting some of these 
wrestlers does one realise that be¬ 
neath all that manly bravado and 
the glorious noises made by promoter 
and fighter, lurks a very, very filthy 
and uncertain life. Tham Yen 
Chang, the 26-ycar-old Chinese-turn- 
cd lndian. is a professional wrestler 
with Mr Mulla's stable. He hasn’t 
bothered to insure himself, hasn’t 
given anything like a thought for his 
future. *i get by”, he teUs us with 
a simple grin. His wife is a part- 
time cabaret dancer who stays alone 
in a zero star hotel in one of Colaha’s 
less sophisticated environs. Doesn’t 
she feel anything about the danger¬ 
ous life her husband leads? She’s 
more forthooming * *T don’t kimw, 
I pray and hope that things will be 
for the best. There is a certain 
pride in being a wrestler’s wife, 
which compensates for the risks. My 
husband is very good as a wrestler^, 
possibly the best in India after Dara 
and Randhawa. Very often the 
fights are fixed by the prejudices of 


the referees. They disqualify my 
husband when he faults but others 
can get away with all sorts of 
things ” 

I N 1978 A WRESTLER DIED IN 
India, within days of a fight with 
Randhawa. Eyewitnesses recall the 
fight between Mongol Warlord and 
Randhawa as a particularly violent 
one, a fact that is normaily not the 
case with professionals (despite pho¬ 
tographs showing convincing evi¬ 
dence to the contrary m foreign 
picture books). The posters the next 
day, despite showing a huge black- 
and-white photopapn of the Wadlord 
(real name : Bob Taylor, from 
England), gave him a red smear on 
his face and showed a contented 
Randhawa smirking in the back¬ 
ground. The poster flashed an inane 
comment that went something like 
Mongol Injured’, and a copy that 
more or less gloried in the fact of 
the Indian hero giving the villain 
something that had been oomiog to 
him for a while- Taylor died the 
next day, supposedly of a heart- 
attack, and an item went around that 
he wouldn’t have lived much longer 


anyway. Wbat was more important 
was the fact that emerged, that no 
promoter ever takes any responsibilitv 
for injury to men in his flight. They 
fight ‘at their own risk*. 

How much does the promoter 
muke? He's the one who runs the 
show; a fact that makes the top men. 
that is the men who ‘own’ the 
biggest names in wrestling, earn 
very good money. A recent tourna¬ 
ment in Fiji, which Tham Yen Chang 
had participated in, drew crowds of 
an average of 3,000, each paying a 
minimum of $5 (Fiji), which means 
$ 15,COO daily in a country where 
professional wrestling before this 
louniament was unknown Average 
crowds at Tampa (Florida), Memphis, 
Amarillo, which are satellite circuits 
in the USA, not part of the primary 
ones which consist of the larger 
towns like Detroit, Boston, Los Ange¬ 
les, Chicago or San Fransisoo, draw 
daily crowds of 30.000. The biggest 
fights, however, are traditionally in 
Madison Square Garden, which hou¬ 
ses a capacity crowd of 75.000, and 
the top promoters in USA like Lou 
Albano and George ‘Crybaby’ Cannon 
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Dara: Fights are 
not fixed 

SPORTSWORLD: Can yan teU 
UA flomethlng about how you start* 
ed wreatUng? 

DARA: OriitinaUv. 1 began at 
aomeihlog like a festival wrestler. 
1 ooute from a village called 
Onarmuchand. where 1 used to 
wrestle as a hobby. There they had 
these annual competitions, which 
they still have, of wrestbng In each 
village ~ the annual mela. 1 was 
in the akhara of Palhru Pabelwan 
and 1 used to win those village 
festivals. 


8W: Not the WeiM Wide 
Wmtbui PedemUoii. R bus ess- 
other (dtampion. 

DARA: There are so many 
champions. In America wrestling 
IS like u gimmick. AU these people 
are more stunt-men than wfeat- 
leis. They bed nominated Lou 
Them «s champion in America, 
and I beat him. 

8W: Snve yog ever defenied 
your Dtid abroad T 
OtARAi I have fought many 
times since I won in 1869. Recent- 
iv I fought in Fih. before, in 
Amstenmm. then in London. The 
first time 1 fought in London was 
when I tned for the title, but then 
I came second. That was in 1962. 


DAlUh ttt is publicity. It is neces¬ 
sary to ditw croWjds. 

8W: But all dm dumta m 
and yswr oMOueuta make ttuef 
DARAt That 1$ aR bogus. Or 
somet^s it is magnified bmwhd 
all proportiioa. 


SW: Bow food was fifing-Bang 
wbenjreu fought himt 
DAIIA.: He was already past his 
best When 1 came into full power. 
But he was very very good. 


s«Mi yvB ever see enma 

DARA: J didn't see him fight, 
but I met hun after he had retir¬ 
ed. He also cogChed me. 


SW: When dM yon tun profca- 
alanair 

DARA: I went to Singapore, 
and wiestlcd there Ihose days 1 
was purely Indian style But there 
1 learnt the advantages of free¬ 
style When I came back I turned 
professional. 

SW: Your promoter descilbeo 
you a genius. At 55 you are sttU 
active, do you think nu are an 
extraordinary wrestler t 

DARA: A wrestler's life can go 
on till 50 It’s not unusual. But 
now I have retired. I have surren¬ 
dered the world championship, un 
beaten tor over 11 years 

SW: World champloaslilp of 
what association 7 

DARA: 1 have been associated 
with many associations, the 
Wrestling Federation of India, the 
World Wide Wrestling Federation, 
and also an organisation in Lon¬ 
don, the Giant Promotion of Lon¬ 
don All these people recognise me 
as champion 


SW: Whai do yog tUnk Of wn- 
fefdhmal wrsBtRng a R Is todky, 
more o racket mou o spoetT 
DARA: In mv time there 
weren't so many associations. The 
professional world championship 
was a prestigious title. Today it is 
the amateur titles that are more 
prestigious, like the Olympics, If 1 
was starting today. I would have 
remained an amateur wrestler 
Professional wicstllng is deterior¬ 
ating into a stunt game. 


omnOwuRidit 

0A)RA: Very little. For the less- 
er boots, ivrostlers get about Rs 
They may have two 
hoots in a month, but onlv for 
three months. For the rest of the 
year they starve. It is barely suh 
ststence level. But U depends on 
the name of the person. If you are 
famous you certainly can make 
money. 


SW: Are the fights fixed T 
DARA: No. .If they w^re, they 
would always be a draw. If the 
fighters are friendly then they 
don^t want to beat each other. 

SW: NOs by fixed I meax a 
wreetter is paid to losee 
DARA: Paid to lose? Nobody 
would do that, because then your 
reputation would be mud. You 
wouldii*t gel any fights at alL 

SW: Bow do you teaet to the 
poster pnUkliyt 


8W: Who aso tho yoimger 
wretOofs who have Imprewnd yon 
fn India? 

DARA; There's SatpaU then 
there i$ Kartar Singh. Prinoe Man 
Singh. All very promising wrest¬ 
lers. if they work hard. Prefer 
sional wrestling is a full-time lob 

SW: How do you manage R 
with yonr films? 

DAI^: Now 1 onlv act in films 
But even when I used to do both. 
I used to keep two months in the 
year free for my season. 


havo aicoss to it foui times a week 

An interesting sidelight to these 
top promoters is the fact that vciy 
otten it IS then chaiactei or role 
that IS built up. central to the tight 
UlL MAN WHO WANTb KIN 
FATEKA AND IVAN IDIbKl TO 
DlSiaOY EACH OTHER, goes the 
title of one 'preview* of a hght 
Money is the only thing that mat- 
U IS to Lou Albano’*. goes the copy 
' He wants Ivan Putski destroyed, be¬ 
cause the Polish grappler is defeat 
mg his wrestlers He's wiUing to 
sacrifice Ken Patera to achieve his 
^oad Will these two wrestlers main 
each other t6 please Lou Albano?’* 
George Cannon is accused at another 
point of mtcrfeniig in the fight, pull* 
ing out a rope alia strangling one of 
the two wrestlers the one oppoa- 
ing his mao — and the referee 
notices nothing unusuad The photo¬ 
graphs. however, m Sports Review 
Wrestling naturallv expose all 

Where does Dara Singh fit into the 
world hierarchy? He is normally 
passed off as the recognised World- 


Wide Wrestling federation champion 
His brothel . Randhawa. piomuter 
Muilla as well as another wicstlcr 
told us this, independently of oacn 
other But this is not so since Bob 
Batklund is officially the top of their 
rankings list, followed by the 10 top 
contenders for the WWWf bolt 
whole our local Champ features now 
here Aftei we discovered this 
Mulla amended his story to the one 
of ZouaQ Championships recognised 
by tho WWWf (see box), and the 
fact that Dara Singh is the acknow 
iedged eastern champion 

In the sort of murky and highly 
variable uncertainty that professional 
wrestling exists in, there arc no such 
things 05 clearcut distinctions, rules 
or authentic rankings Dara Smgh 
IS not offiaally recognised anywhere 
but there are a few facts that go m 
his favour, viz that he has fought 
American wrestlers who are them¬ 
selves well-known and popudar crowd 
pullers at home People like Andre 
the Giant. Giant Baba. Jack Br»co— 
he bos beaten them in India. And 
the man he won bis world champion¬ 


ship belt from. Lou Thesz, was m hu 
time at some point the recognised 
WWWr champion 

Ihe calibre of the wrestler is 
strictly dependent on the clout the 
promoter has in the profes,>ion The 
fact that some of the better known 
wrestlers have come to India and lost 
to Dara Singh does not mean that he 
was better than them, but, that his 
promoter had the means to ensure 
his victory In the Thesz Dara fight, 
the two possible ways in which it 
happened are that, firstly, Thesz was 
at that time the WWWF champion, 
and lost to Dara Singh. It is unlike¬ 
ly because purchasing a WWWF 
title means big money, and many of 
the wrestlers come to India without 
promise of cash payment. 

Ihe second way is that Thesz must 
have already lost the title, must 
have been on the point of retirement; 
must have come to India and a y re ed 
to lose, and retired immediately 
after and conceded an ostenaible 
*Wof1ki Champion* belt to Dara, who 
has worn it ever since. It Is surely 
the more likely of the two. 




Tamasha in 
the arena 

S. N M ABDI 

liniAT I>0 BROWN BOMBER, 
VV ivilin Muuataia Jake. Taras 
Bulba. TiRer Ali. Omar Sharif, Had- 
ad Brotbeis, Lon Thesz. Gordon Sa 
mara Dhanrai Zoro Brothers and 
Meberuddin have in common’ They 
wrestle foi money and they can ne¬ 
ver defeat Dara Singh 

On May 6, a Sunday, last year 1 
sat through three and a half hours 
ot pure supei b iainahha waich goes 
on m the name of wr*sthng at the 
fully dir conditioned government 
owned Netaji Indoor Stadium in Cal 
cutta The participants are house 
hold uames paiticularly the ‘mvin 
cible' Dai a Singh and his brother 
Handhawd One of the organisers 
speaking in impectabh English took 
me aside and said with obvious pride 
on his beaming ftiVe * The eiowd 
you see here >implv adoisc Dara and 
Bandhawa And why not don’t thfv 
remind you ot Ram and lakshraan’ 
At that moment he spotted our pheto 
graphti Fapdu Das who had some 
how managed to d<»di?f the turbaned 
volunU»ers and )yas landing close to 
the two Hadad Biotheis lusl outside 
the wrestling ring My guide shot 
towards him in a flash and a ked 
Das not to go near the nng advising 
him to bring tc It photo lens next 
time Journalists and photographers 
are not very welcome m the arena 
On the previous Sui day Apiil 29, a 
few photographers who hid bought 
tickets w< re not permitted to ciitci 
the stadium with then equipment 

Last year, the wrestling circus in 
Calcutta was ushered in by the usual 
fanfare, larger than life porlrails of 
Dara Singh, Bandhawa Taras Bulba 
and King Kendo adoraiw.d ticket coun 
ters all over the cilv decorated 
stationwagons aooouncid the airival 
of Dara Singh and his Inends over 
blaring loudspeakers inusicai bands 
walked the stmts handbiiK weie 
distributed and a poster cainpan^n 
was launched to he raid tlu lurth 
coming wrestling bonanza Ihc 
events were advertiy d in all the 
daily papers in Calcutta Straugely 
none ot theae advoitiscrncnts men 
tioaed the name ot the orga 
msers On May 5 a day before 
the show 1 contacted New Bombay 
Hotel, one of the ticket counters 
named m the advertisements situat 
ed at the crossing of Central Avenue 
and Beadon Street, to had out who 
the organizers were. The people 
selling the tickets asked me who 1 
was and why was 1 inquirmg about 
the organisers 1 replied I was a 
working iournalist and wanted to 
buy two tickets. The two men at the 
counter exchanged glances and said 
**We are not scHtng tickets to the 
TroM#* tt won no arguing igitn 



Inbtnctblc Da'^ 

Ih?* two Sardarjis who sat at the 
counter The next day we entered i 
the Nctaji Indoor Stadium by kind I 
couitesy ot a Goveiument photo I 
giaphoi Once wc weie inside, their 
PRO a local jouradJiot Mr Bacchan 
Singh Saran. was quite pleasant w 
us His only rvqucsi was that we 
do not go near the ring but watch 
the show from at least j distance of 
35 yards 

ALCUTTA’S INDOOR STADIUM I 
with a ^''aling capacity of 12 000 
fetches gite money to the tunc of 
R. 3 5 lakh rupees per show Ilu 
tick< I prices range b Iwten ll'' 10 and 
Rs 55 The mak shift wiestling 
ring which oeciipits iht centre of the 
stadium i thiri\ mx ''Ouare vaids A 
medley of bi ighl colours flood the 
eleveUd ring red white black and 
sapphire blue Ibe base of the ring 
is wiapped in red thp tiaditional 
wrestling coloui in Inc la A small 
wooden laddei leads to the platfoim 
from cither side Tht pcnmctei is 
railing The referee a lobust figun 
in whilt trousers and vvhiti vest and 
a steel whistle between his thick lips 
moves across th iing st imping Ins 
feel on the planks The ciowd 
whistles in antie pulion At i dis 
lance of about four yards sil thiee 
officMls One of tliem is Mr R J 
MuUa (nickname Bob) who lak r cal 
led himbtlf the ‘moving spirit be 
hind commercial wieslling in India* 

A middle aged Be ngali gentleman 
silting in the VIP enclosure with his 
tceuaged bon asks me iiadad’s nation 
ality I reply with a straight fau 
that Hadad is Lebanese He g ves me 
a smile, turn^ to his -on and says. 
Sab naHshabajt Hmdui,thani kae 
mask ponye deeycchf ” (This is all 

show Hadad is an Indian wearing 
a mask ) Then both son and father 
become engrossed in the wrestling 
antics of the ring 1 ask the PRO 
whether we could meet Hadad He 
replies, "I don't think it would be 
possible. I don't know where Hadad 
IS putting up;* The first fight I wit 


mss IS between Randhawa aiid Hadad 
senior Randhawa comes into the 
img vw armg a ted aid black coloui- 
ed tuni\. An oflieial walks up ti the 
ring and ' annouon s i ver inikc 
“On my lelt is Hadud Senior and on 
niy ngut IS the ged w ( stlf r the 
piidc of Indid tiu time llmd Jltnd 
Kcsari Pitikwan R i drnw r Bin 
dhawi raises hi hiiids to accept 
ih c ISO tine ippliisc imi the 
stands The ciowd wints the tuff ig 
ncr to be humiliated Randhiwa 
catches Hadad m i vmous shoulder 
Clip Dh tr wd tlrid K stirr 

7in and Jat Ihijt no Bi U 

Kt C nmimMUili''m ( rt t p into 4hc 
crowd’s mood and Uu slogan and 
tries rtttett it I hr oigani‘?ers trv 
and pandi"! up to this commumlism 

I roni insidt thr r ng both Hadad 
ind R iodhawa m ikt attempts to 
(nttrtnn th crowd Raodhawa 
g(Stitulit(s ih it hrs opponent is 
cranky Hadad rt tab rtes bv mikini: 

V ry ob^rt ne gestures with his niiddh 
huge I a gesture whith every school 
boy knows In the second round 
Had id idopts Uu nnkgrip which H 
tochnicaUv wrong Tht ref ree takes 
j flying kirk at Hadad who move'' 
iwiv It thr li t inomt nt The 
t fen t linds on the tlooi id thf nng 
with I loud thud Iht * rowd bursts 
out liughing Tht rtftrer loins in 
Uu liughtci and ihi re is in rib all 
iround The hohdiv crowd is eniov 
ing evtry momr nl of the show 

Soon Dira Smgh m ikt thr Cn it 
Appr TTinc* ” lb wt ii\ i flowine 
robe of bright dk He wjlks into 
the nng and tht oth< i its givt him 
the mikc to addn ss the uuiience 
He promptly denouncts tht violence 
in great Hindi film style '*Yeh 
khoon ki oarmt hat jau ant hi oarm 
hat, Ukm Kushit noJiiTi ’ Ilie trowtl 
rhan-ls R litame /ama ::truiahad * 
md Th ra *>trujh )uq juq ]tyo ' (Long 
live the world champion 1 ong live 
Dara Singh) Also the stage is sot 
for the Siogh brothers to take on the 
Hadads in the cximing weeks . 



'rhere has been a running com* 
mentary on tbe bouts in the stadium 
Excel pts '*Both of them are on the 
huor Ohanrais hand is aiound 
Hadad’s waist is this a bedroom 
scene V' **Taras Bulba« as you all 
know, IS the monkey we have brought 
here from the CairitK-ans ” ‘*Now 
we will see, of the two wrestlers, j 
whose mother pioduocd better milk 
for her child when he was young ' 
The running commentary is in Eng¬ 
lish and Hindi Before leaying the 
stadium, 1 walk to the ring As I 
lift the red cloth which covers the 
floor of the ring mv doubts are con 
firmed Two small miaophones are 
hanging under the platform, and they 
have given the crowd its money's 
worth by amplifying every thud and 
grunt in the wrestling ring 

T hl organisers have set up 

iboir office in Calcutta at a hotel 
un Suuder Street Room number 18 
IS meagrl&ly furnished , a double bed 
a couple of chairs and a writing 
table with a portable typewriter 
Posters are piled in one corner of 
the room and the walls display wicst | 
ling pictures A biMrded Mr B J ‘ 
Mulla informed me that '‘we belong 
to the All India Wrestling Bureau, 
a Bombay based promoting firm ’* 
He refused to divulge the name of 
people who ran the Bureau “I am 
the moving spirit behind the game 
You can ask me whatever you would 
like to know why are you interested 
in the others'^*' 1 asked him if thi 
firm was registered and if so what 
was the registration number “Why 
do you ask this Don t you think 
you are being very curious” he re 
pbed with a smile I asked him who 
audited their accounts He said. 
Sorry, we can’t tell you this* “Who 
arc your associates in Calcutta 
I made another unsuccessful attempt 
to make Mr Mulla talk He chewed * 
his cigar and replied m a low voice 
‘ If you really want to know so much 
about wrestling. I have a suggestion 
I will call in one of the wrestlers 
You take two good throws on the 
bed and you will know practically 
everything” Natuiatly the meeting 
ended 

Most of the ticket counters are at 
(Utabcut (lainshdckle lestaurants) in 
the city Sikhs are great patrons so 
much so that during the recent trou¬ 
bles at Bagman there was talk of 
postponing the wrosthng matches 
scheduled for May 13 as a mark of 
protest Bihans form the other sigm 
hcant element of the audience But 
gradually fans arc coming from other 
communities too. Of course the 
publicity, and the superb use of wall 
posters to disseminate news, is mas¬ 
terly And all the newspapers which 
print the adyertisements of this 
* tamasha help out too by winking 
at the unethical aspects of this 
> advertising Convention demands 
that the name of the sponsor or orga¬ 
niser must be shown in the advertise¬ 
ment: in the interests of ethics— 
newspapers must know who the ad¬ 
vertiser is. But apparently, even the 
firm which hendtes the advertising. 


publicity media, does not know the i 
name of the < client—or, at least, will 
not admit it publicly They only give 
the cheat’s name as “Freestyle Wrest 
ling, Calcutta”. 

I N MAY. WHEN THE WRESTUNG 
fever was at its height in Calcutta, 
an enterprising dii*^ctor of Calcutta 
Doordarshan planned a short docu 
mentary on the wrestling tamasha to 
show thai the fights were stage-man 
aged He had also recruited the 
services of a wrestling expert to point 
out the technical flaws in these bouts 
Mr B J Mulla however did not per 
mil the TV crew inside the stadium 
The excuse offered was \erv flimsy 
Mr Mulla said that the presence oi 
cameramen would upset the wrest 
lei s* coQO^mtratlon 
In the third week of May, the 
Detective Department of Calcutta 
Police deeded to go into the dealings 
of the All India Wrestling Bureau— 
the promoters of freestyle wrestling 
was telecast after all Mr Mulla 
in Calcutta This inquiry was per 
haps prompted by rumours which 
painted the wresthng matches in poor 
light A section uf the audience 
alleged impersonation inside the 
wrestling ring—a cbaige which 
amounts to fraud under the Indian 
Ponal Code It was alleged that the 
organisers were cheating the public 
by bilLng many of the Indian wrest 
lers as foreigners To support their 
allegation they asserted that “for¬ 
eign ’ wrestlers always wore masks 
On May 18, Calcutta’s largest selling 
Bengali daily printed a letter entit 
led Baliuroopt Kiistigeer (Phoney 
Wrestlers) The letter said “I was 
greatly surprised while watching the 
wrestling matches at the Indoor Sta¬ 
dium on May 13 Dara Singh and his 
brother Randhawa wiestled with the 
Hadad Brothers Hadad Senior was 
no one else but one Yang Chang who 
until some time ago lived in Tangra 
in Calcutta and now lives in Bombay 
1 would like to know how Chang 
suddenly became Hadad ” Dunng 
the wrestling matches, Mr Bacchan 
Singh had told me that the Hadad 
Brothers were from Lebanon When 
I had expressed the desire to meet 
the two Mr Singh said that he did 
not Kqow where they were putting 
up in the city 

The inquiry conducted by the 
Detective Department revealed very 
little The sleuths who met Mr B J 
Mulla and Mr Bacchan Singh were 
told that the “foreign wrestlers”, had 
already left the country Hence, the 
passports were not available for 
verification Since then, the case has 
been taken up by the Enforcement 
Directorate and investigations are 
on. A senior officer of the Detective 
Department told me “You can rest 
assured that next year there %yill be 
no freestyle wresthng matches in Cal¬ 
cutta This was the last time for 
both audiences and organisers But 
the situation may become hopeless 
for us If some top level pohtiaan 
intervenes on their behalf. You never 
know.*’ 

Political patronage Is surely one irf 


the serious allegations against the 
All Inaia Wrestling Bureau. When 
the organisers came down from Bom¬ 
bay in April last year, things were 
slightly difficult in the beginning 
But soon the situation brightened: i 
is alleged they succeeded in wooing 
some powerful political elements 
Bureaucratic doors slowly opened and 
wilhng Government officers extende 
all possible heip and cooperation 
Ihere were rumours that the organi¬ 
sers' trump card was Mr Habu Ghoshu 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu's personal 
chauffeur This gentleman, it is al¬ 
leged, was spotted by Mr Bacchan 
Smgh Mr Habu Ghosh belongs to 
the CPI(M) cadre and dunng thc^ 
Emergency when Congress workers* 
were after him he was given shelter 
by Mr Bacchan Singh As the story 
goes, when his saviour asked for a 
favour Mr Ghosh wilhngiy obbged. 
It IS further alleged that he took Mr 
Bacchan Singh to Mr S K Acharya. 
Advocate General of West Bengal and 
Chairman of the Sports Council The 
organisers’ chief problem was how 
would they manage 3000 kw of eke 
tncity when the powei situation in 
the State was so dismaF This minor 
problem was easily solved Mr 
Acharya reportedly ri commended the 
case to Mr S M Murshed who dllot 
led the required power* There were 
dark innuendoes in the Bengali Press 
about Mr Murshc d s deasion I point 
ed this out to Mr Murshed in an 
interview He replied “If you arc 
tcilking aboui the Ananda Bazar 
Patrika, well I don’t read that paper ’ 

it is difficult for the law to prove 
cases of favouritism or even bribery 
they are usually dismissed as rumour 
But when impoitant Government 
officers or politicians are involved it 
IS certainly worthwhile to investi 
gate the charges If Mr S K Acharya 
did forward the Wrestling Bureau's 
application to Mr S M Murshed foi 
granting power supply, it can be 
logically argued that he did it m his 
lawful capaaty as the chairman of 
the Sports Council This could well 
be true but it has not helped to do 
away with rumours which describe 
the allotment of 3000 kw of electn 
dty for the wrestling shows as a case 
of favouritism Both Mr Murshed and 
Mr Acharya defend the allocation of 
TOwer on the ground that the Indoor 
Stadium was after all constructed for 
hiring it out to users And the hir¬ 
ing charges do bnng in a good 
amount of money to the State Gov¬ 
ernment 

Mr Habu Ghosh and Mr Bacchan 
Singh confess that they are good 
friends In an interview to Spcrtsworli^ 
Mr Habu Ghosh said he did not how¬ 
ever take Mr Singh to the Advocate- 
General. “I belong to the CPI(M) 
We are not permitted to do such 
things. Neither do we go to anyone 
for favours nor do people come to 
us”, he asserted. And Mr Ghosh is 
an assertive man; be sat crosslegged 
on the table instead of the sofa in 
the Press Comer at Writers’ Buildings 
where I spoke to him. Mr Bacchan 
Singh said that he would often give 
0 good part of his salaiy to Mr Habu 



Ghosh when Congress Party workers 
bad made life very difficult for this 
CPI(M) worker. But favours from 
Mr Habu Ghosh now that he is very 
close to the Chief Minister, never. 

In ld75 when the Ail India Wrest¬ 
ling Bureau came down to Calcutta 
for the first time, there were similar 
stories of political patronage and 
favouritism. The Bombay-based pro¬ 
moting firm reosived the active co¬ 
operation of Mr Abdur Rahman 
Rustum, an Urdu Journalist from 
PaiQham. It is alleged that Mr Rus 
turn who was one of Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray's most trusted Journa¬ 
list friends, obtained various conces¬ 
sions from the Government for tbj 
wrestling organisers It is understood 
that Mr Rustum wrote speeches for 
the then Chief Minister which were 
dehvered to woo Muslim votes for 
the Congress Party In 1077 Rustum 
contested the State Assk^mbly elec 
tions from Basirhat but lost In 1975 
the Calcutta Collectoratc went Iq the 
extent of exempting entertainment 
tax to the advantage of the organi¬ 
sers This certainly could not have 
been possible without the co-opera 
lion of political and bureaucratic 
figures in the State Government 


The Marxist Government which 
made a gallant attempt to weed out 
political corruption as soon as it came 
into office, took a hard view when 
the wrestbng organisers came to 
Calcutta for the second time m 1977 
Things became veiy difficult indeed 
for the organisers when Mr Subhrang 
shu Ghosh, the then deputy secretary 
for sports was suddenly removed by 
the new Government When I met 
Mr Mulld, he expressed sorrow at Mr 
Ghosh's removal with whom he is 
on first name terms Mr Mulla also 
refers to Mr S K Acharya as Sne 
hangshu Misuse of Test match tic 
kets was one of the seiious allega 
tions raised against Mr Subhrangshu 
Ghosh by the Calcutta Press Club 
In 1975 the organisers were exempt 
cd from payment of entertainment 
tax but in 1977 and 1979 again 
the Finance Department did not 
oblige. Mr Mulla was visibly angry 
on this score. He told me *‘We 
make a little money and that too is 
taxed by your Government*' How 
ever, last year, as in the past, the 
organisers earmarked 450 compli¬ 
mentary Hekets for Writers’ Buildings 
and another 150 for Lai Baaar 


A n officer of the income 

Tax Department in Calcutta was 
•uipended last year because he fail¬ 
ed to submit a proper report on the 
financial ramifications of wrestling 
ih^ Ml in the citv. An income tax 
offldai told me that the matter need¬ 
ed proper Investigation because in 
the recent past umpteen organisa¬ 
tions have mushroomed which take 
advantage of certain legal loopholes 
to suppress income tax returns, Most 
of them are not registered and dis¬ 
appear into thin air after making 
fantaetic profits. He said that there 
le a strong case for permitting only 
re#i(^ .ornnIseMiu to put up 
WF hmd of now u^ero tidieti in 


sold to the public This would ensure 
proper income tax returns as well 
as guarantee that the pubbe is not 
cheated by unscrupulous organisers 
Recently, the Detective Department 
of Calcutta Police arrested 16 mem¬ 
bers of a group which organised 
•‘Film Star Nites'* and “charity cri¬ 
cket matches’* m the city, on grounds 
of operational discrepancies 

Another question which requires 
an answer is Does the All India 
Wiesthng Bureau infoim the Reserve 
Bank of India before bringing in 
wrestlers from abroad 7 This is a 
common practice for drawing foreign 
exchange Or do the foreigners come 
as tourists and participate in wrest¬ 
ling competitions ^ Any foreigner 
needs the permission of the RBI be 
fore earning money in India and his 
earnings are taxable under Indian 
income tax rules If one comes on a 
touiist visa and does any type of 
work which brings m profits it is ilie 
gal and the person concerned Is liable 
for prosecution Now where do the 
foreign wrestlers stand visa-vis RBI 
regulations ^ 

When 1 put this question to Mr 
Mulla he said that foreign wrestlers 
are not paid a single penny by the 
Ail India Wrestliag Bureau Later, a 
Detective Department sleuth was 
given the same reply and the corres¬ 
ponding police record quotes Mr 
Mulla ‘No remuneration is paid to 
foreign wrestlers and their participa 
tion is mainly to come in the hme- 
light by fighting a superior wrestler 
like Dara Singh “ Now this is highly 
unprobdbie considering that this is 
not amateur but professional wrestl¬ 
ing One of the foreign wrestlers who 
came to Calcutta was Man Mountain 
Jake Recently, his winning of the 
North Ameiitan title fetched him 
20.000 dollars In an interview with 
the Staiesman he said “Till the day 
i lose the title, for every bout that 
1 take part in. Til keep earning the 
same amount The loser gels 10,000 
dollars” It would be foolish to be¬ 
lieve that the foreign wrestlers fight 
lor fiee in India. Mr Mulla's assertion 
is amply disnroved by Jake's un¬ 
guarded statement quoted by the 
SLatehtnan Later in. the interview 
with the Statesman Jake changed his 
mind and claimed that foreign 
wrestlers did not get paid for cham¬ 
pionship bouts in India. The 
Statesman aptly entitled its city 
page feature on wrestling as “In¬ 
dubious battle", 

I have an interesting question. How 
did Dara Singh become the world 
champion ? He is always described 
as one in posters and newspaper ads 
Regular wmiticrs and sports scr bes 
are not aware of any recognised 
body which was awarded any title to 
Dara Singh The logical conclusion is 
thht wrestling promoters one day 
realised that If the strongman of the 
silver screen could be made to fight 
before the audience, in life and 
blood, tlM profits would be enormous. 
This thought was carefully executed 
Into action and the result is the big. 
mouey-epinning wrestling iamoand*. 
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Profile 


Chetan 
Chauhan: 

Why do people 
compare me 
with Sunil? 

D. RAHUL 

•pHE SF.ABCH TOR AN OPENING 
1 partner for Sunil Gavaskar end¬ 
ed when Chetan Chauhan was 
chosen tor the 1977 tour ot Austra¬ 
lia under Bishan Bedi To date. 
Gavaskar and Che uhan have opened 
India's innings in 50 Tests and at 
least on eight occasions they have 
given the team a 100 plus start 
Tins IS the longest in a generation 
that any two Indian batsmen have 
survived as a pair in the risky bust- 
ness of opening a Test innings 

Gavaskar is always an automatic 
choice But everyone cannot be a 
Gavaskar To have stability at the 
start of an mnings you need two 
men Even as the levsser light 
Chauhan has been performing a 
vital rofle For Gavaskar to get his 



runs, there should be some one 
sticking It out at the othei i nd 
And few men have stuck it oiu loi 
India better than Chauhan I xei. 
if ho has not, like the phenoriu n il 
Gavaskar reeled off icntuiv ait i 
century, bis contribution ol 1 G9() 
runs to India'» Test totals is ginte 
considerable 

In point of style, there may be 
other batsmen more attractive to 
watch than Chauhan But when 
the selectors sit down to bll^lnes^ 
they have other things to (onsnir r 
than ^ust the style Tlie baJance rd 
the side is what that m itu rs most 
As an opening batsman difficult to 
disOodge and a close jn fielder of 


fouiag( and alicrity Chauhin has 
handso/nelv contnhuted to the 
bdlame of the ti am 

Chauhan has otlen been the ob 
i •»! hdi^h uiMdsm in the Pres.s 
Whit I'j ins own icattjon to it' 
Ihc lioubli IS says Chauhan, 
‘peoplt tend to lompare me with 
Sujiil Ih)'- ij neithu the right 
thing 10 do nor i logical Sunil is 
one of Uu top fivt batsmen m the 
woiM whtiias I am an average 
intent itioiijl tTickitii Had there 
been someone elsi partnering me, 
my i mils ind dnwbctks would 
not have bei n tak^ ii note ot m the 
wav people do now * 


u 


Name: Chetcodr* fttUtp Sioch CtwahOT 
Nickname : Oman 
Birtb Date July ai. IMT 
Birth Place: BaM^ 

Height: $ ft 7 hicties 
Weight: 67 kg 
Eyt Cototin BrewO'Atack 
Hmr Colour: BrowiPBtack 
Marital Statua : Marnett 
Wife’a Name: Aafta 
Chlktren: None 

Occupation: SerWoe^ank of Btaharaalitra 
Do you $mol(s: NO. 

Pavonnte I;Hs1i: Tchaloikri proparationa 
Favoniito Drink: Boer ^ 

Favourite TV Show; (ftorlio <^Plth a^iet 
fovowlto ilovle: Soithii ApriBaMtaa (HMi) 
tto Mualc Sfaiger; ufa Mangoabkar 
09 Holiday BMOrt; Notnftal 


BacisivttM Mt (hif 
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Dislikes* Any one who comes m wav of tncket 

Hobbies: Reading and pldvmg games 

Favourite Relaxation Glass ot bevr and music 

Best Friend My wife and motbci 

Luckiest Break October 1977 when, picked for the 

Australian tom 

Greatest Cricketing Moment. Batted weld to bnng 
victory to India in Kanpui Test against Australia in 

1979 / 

Biggest Disappointment Being dropped from the 
Indian jiKle (reserves) after first Test againA New 
Zealand 1976. 

Worst Injury^ Hit on ankle at short leg at 
Bangalore agamst West Indies in 1978 79. 

Most Embarrassing Moment. Forced by firiends to Use 
my name fur purchasing dnema tickets. And the 
Manager bf the theatre retorting, why I told my name 
end if f vms a VIP and a famous person. 

C^ntries Flayed In: Australia. England. Pakistan gnd 

pedted Rival; Geoffrey Boycott (EnMand) 
leded Umpire: Dkky Bird (England) 
itthijg Batsman: Vivian Richaroa 
Flayer to Dismiss' Sunil Gavaaban^ 

to Face: Bob WliUls ^ 

Flayer: Gnm Sobers 

1967^ India im ^ 

'hBw cHdk«t«rs giM other 0 ^ 000 ) 00 ^ < - ‘ 



That takes Chauhan to his orij^ins 
as a cricketer at Puno and his early 
cricket education there. One of the 
lessons he w.^s taught at Wadia 
College by coach Kamal Bhandar- 
kar, whom Chauhan considers “the 
best coach in India’\ was: “Never 
read news{>aper reports about your 
match during the days you are 
ptlaying it. TTiey can either make 
you complacent or upset you.” 

Chauhan has his own views to 
olfer about the Indian Press. “There 
is not enough backing by our Press 
for our own boys. Tory don’t get 
the boost ttie way some English or 
Australian cricketers do, Indian 
batsmen have played some fantastic 
knocks on tours abroad, but ade* 
quate notice has not been taken. 
Criticism is all right. But the Press 
should not be na^ty. People sitting 
outside do not know about the ten* 
sions out in the middle.” 


B ut back to the start at 

Pune. Sixth in a famifly of 10 
brothers and two sisters Chetendra 
Piuiap Singh Chauhan, to give the 
proud Rajput his entire name, was 
born on Juiy 21, 1947 at Bareilly in 
Uttai Pradesh. At Da.stur High 
School, Pune, Chetan, as he came to 
be called, played hockey, football, 
table toniiLs and cricket—“all equa¬ 
lly well”. Cricket claineid him com' 
pieteiy at college because ot ‘my 
iasciiialioii as in,y father used to 
play the game”. “Maybe also be*- 
cause ot a rxiach who o>iild inspire 
the young.” 


Watch Qiauhan bat. He sees the 
ball right till the lime it contacts 
the bai. “Bhandarkar. a hard task 
master, taught me how to conceii- 
tralc. Swinging a baili tied with a 
piece ot string, he would make us 
follow its nioveinenl up and down, 
up and down He would make us 
play strokes at the swinging ball, 
exhorting us all the time to ‘wateJh 
the ball on to the bat’. Another 
’guiding factor’ at college (1964-67) 
was Chandu Borde. “Borde used to 
come and practic^e at ihe cofllege 
nets, and for long I would keep wat¬ 
ching every movement of his. the 
movement of his bat and the move¬ 
ment of hb feet. With people like 
Bhandarkar and Borde there, it was 
always hard cricket for us at col¬ 
lege. Rain or shine, we had to turn 
up for practice.” 


The habits formed in those for¬ 
mative years have lasted. Nearing 
33, Chauhan is one of the elderly 
men of the Indian Test team. But 
few men train as regularly, as hard 
or as sckntilicalily as him. Scientific 
conditioning he has learnt by train¬ 
ing with badminton players, particu¬ 
larly with his friend Ragno Shecty 
wbu had done a nine-momh course 
at the NSNiS Patiala. “Snetty taught 
me bow to exercise every pari of 
my body from head to foot. Since 
1973, t have been following the 
schedule he made for me.*^ You can 
Chahtian going through the 
" roaeshah ;KoibL 






DDCA versus 
Bedi 

D espite delhi s second sue- 

oessiye win in the Ranji Trophy, 
Bishan SinKh Bedi. the noriiiali.v 
exuberant Delhi skipper, was uo- 
usually subdued after the match. 
When questioned, he retorted : ‘Ts it 
Hoififf to mak4^ any dilTerence to the 
players now ?" Further, describing 
this season as ‘most traumatic’ and 
W cricket’, Bedi decried the 
DDCA officials. “They did not con¬ 
sult me even about team selection,” 
he said. . 

Bishan’s remarks arc only one 
part of an amazinx players versus 
officials war currently rocking th. 
DDCA. On one side are the play- 
ersr under Bedi, seeking improved 
playing facilities (better balls, pre¬ 
pared prartice wickets, a well-equip¬ 
ped changing-room, player’s repre¬ 
sentatives on DDCA committees). 
Opposing them are the unyielding 
officials under Mr B. P. Mehra who 
do not want to create a precedent 
tor collective bargaining. The result¬ 
ant deadlock has escalated the 
wrangle into a serious conflict which 
has now become a personal war bet¬ 
ween Bedi and the Mehras of Dft(w 
And it appears that no solution can 
be arrived at without the exit of one 
of them. 

This players-officials war that sud 
deniy erupted this season actually 
started some seasons b.ick. First to 
land a punch was Bedi. During a TV 
interview, the plain-speaking Bishan 
denounced DDCA as a ‘gambling and 
a boozing den'. Deeply stung, but 
helpless against the then India skip¬ 
per, the officials let things pass for 
the moment. 

The next part of the drama un¬ 
folded prior to the Ranji final against 
Karnataka last season. Keen to annex 
the Ranji Trophy ~ in a .year wheti 
they had already swamped most 
major tournaments the DDCA 
promised a bonus of Rs 10,000 to 
each player if they won the trophy. 
Delhi won. But the players got no 
money. 

Rankled, they consequently pre¬ 
sented Mr Mehra with a memoran- 
dutn. Apart from raising the issue 
of the moi^y promised, they brought 
to his notice things like their need 
for a masseur, showers in the chang¬ 
ing-room, regular practice nets. etc. 
Official reaction to this: polite assur¬ 
ances but little action. 


The beginning of this season, how¬ 
ever, brought a surfeit of action. 
Eager to remove Bedi (the brain be¬ 
hind players' demands) the DDCA 
made covert overtures to Madan Lai, 
offering him Delhi’s captaincy- 
Madan, a trusted lieutenant of 


Bishan. refused straightaway. This 
news leaked to the Press, greatly 
embarrassing the DDCA. The players, 
decrying DDCA's vindictiveness, lined 
up behind Bedi. but the petulant 
officials delayed naming him skipper 
till the last minute. Even after this 
the DDCA never missed to take a 
swipe at Bedi. 

First, Madan was dropped from the 
North Zone team for the match 
against Pakistan. Bishan put his 
(Spiked) foot down and Madan play 
ed. Later, when the Dulcep Trophy 
team for the North Zone was an- 
nounoed. Bedi’s name was missing. 
The officials attributed Bedi’s exclu¬ 
sion to his lack of success with the 
ball. But, curiously, only one day 
before this announcement Bedi had 
taken six wickets against Services in 
a Ranji Trophy match. 

T his bedi-ddca confronta 

tion reached tmparaHelled pro¬ 
portions at the time of the recently- 
held Ranji final against Bombay. A 
few days before the match the 
DDUA disallowed the Delhi side from 
practicing on the main ground, on a 
track next to the one used for the 
match. Regular net practice on the | 
main square hampered the prepara¬ 
tion of the wicket for the match, 
they pleaded. Yet, strangely, the 
DDCA League matches on the Feroze 
Shah Kotla ground continued. Even 
earlier, before the semi-final, both 
Maharashtra and Delhi had practised 
on the main ground without any ap¬ 
parent damage to the wicket. 

In a further move to needle Bedi 
the DDCA announced ‘fitues.s tosts 
for certain senior players’ a few days 
before the final. This happened after 
stray reports had appeared in the 
Press (probably planted by DDCA 
officials) regarding injuries to Bi.shan 
during practice. On the eve of the 
final, in a Press handout, the DDCA 
announced all players to be fit. But 
the players confirmed that no fitness 
tests had been taken. 

Typical of the players-officials feud 
was the drama over the preparation 
of the wicket for the Ranji final. 
Keeping in mind the presence of 
three medium-pacers (Madan Lai, 
Valson, Mohinder Araarnath) in his 
team and because of a healthy re¬ 
gard for the abilities ot Gavaskar 
and Vengsarkar on a batting track 
Bedi had left no doubts he wanted a 
green, pacy wicket. Still, when be 
returned after a benefit match in 
Bangalore he found the Kotla track 
bereft of grass, a virtual mud track. 
Wrote (Ihe Times of Indta) corres¬ 
pondent: “Despite his known wish 
for a gras$y \vipket a beastly track 
was made, as though to spite 

him.if he (Gavaskar) had had a 

hand in the preparation of the wic¬ 
ket be could not have asked for 
more.” 

The apathetic attitude of the offi¬ 
cials was further illustrated when 
Bedi and his boys went to the Kotla 
ground for a morning workout two 


days before the final The wicket 
there was soggy and ill-prepared. 
Appalled at the carelessness of the 
oAlials in offering a nasty track, and 
feanog injury to his frontline bats . 
men, an incenssd Bedi ordered a 
walk out. That afternoon, and the 
day next, the Delhi team practiced at 
the NIS nets. 

The churRsh attitude pf the officials 
is surprising because the players' 
demands are justified. Despite being 
a Test centre for so long the 
facilities for cricket at the DDCA are 
virtually non-existpuf. The DDCA 
does nothing to promote the game. 
It does not even organise regular 
cricket nets for youngsters. And if 
someone wants to play in Delhi he 
has to try his luck with the NIS. 
Even for Ranji players the practice 
facilities are insufficient Frequently, 
the practice wickets arc not fuUy pre¬ 
pared. the changing-room is not well- 
equipped and the medical amenities 
are inadequate. The Bombay side 
came to Delhi with Mack, a masseur, 
but the DDCA has no masseur. Many 
visiting sides, exasperated at faulty 
arrangements at the DDCA are known 
to have thrown up their b^nds. 

The stadium itself is old and over 
the years it has seen few improve¬ 
ments. Every time a Test mach takes 
place temporary stands have to be 
erected and shamianas strung up. 
The question is: If Calcutta, Bombay. 
BangalOi'C, Madras can boast of well- 
equipped cricket stadiums, replete 
with hot and cold water showers, 
masseurs, refrigerators, why can't 
Delhi ? 


At least the Delhi players have a 
simple answer to that question. 
They hold the DDCA officials (most 
of whom have had a long innings in 
office) responsible tor the mess. And 
to protest against DDCA's imper- 
viou.sness to their problems Delhi 
players (barring the Amarnaths) re¬ 
fused to collect their allowance for 
the entire season till after the Ranji 
final. And currently as a inaction to 
DDCA provocation there is a move 
afoot, on the part of the players, to 
form a rival cricket association, the 
Delhi Cricketers’ Association. The 
reported interest that Mr Kamal 
Nath, the youthful MP. a heavy¬ 
weight in political clout, has shown 
in this regard has come as a con¬ 
siderable boost to the players. Of 
course, the officials are rattled. 

At the moment the impasse ap¬ 
pears impenetrable. In the future 
the key to untangle the mess would 
depend on how hard Bedi is regdy to 
push. Fully backed by his players, 
Bishan, says B, S. Rattan (Bedi's 
confidant, one-time Delhi Manager 
currently assisting Bed! write nis 
autobiography), Is ready to fight to 
improve things at the DDCA. Few 
would contest that, for Bedi surely 
is too big a man to bade down. 


AMRIT MATHUR 
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In part three of hts senes of 
articles on the South African 
greats, MICHAEL MELFORD. 
the noted British cricket colu 
mnist profiles all-rounderMIKE 
PROCTER 

IF THERE WAS A CURRENT 
* captdin of South Africa, jt would 
almost certainly be Mike Procter 
whose assoadtiOD with Gloucester 
shire over 12 years, lately as captain 
has been more deep rooted and influ 
ential than that of any other overseas 
player with an Eniflish County His 
enthusiasm and his involvement with 
the itame and its players have ^en 
a source of ijreat inspiratiod in 
Gloucestershire where he is itreatly 
admired on and off the field, thouMh 
his most remarkable feat was achiev 
ed when he took over as captain 
coach of Rhodesia for six years from 


On a brief stop in Salisbury in 
March ISTCTI watched a friendly 
match between Rhodesia and Natal 
Rhodesia had just been rtlejiated 
from the ‘A* section of the Turnc 
C^p having lost a fair proportum of 
their matches by an innings and they 
looked mostly a side of good club 
cricketers who should not be playinc 
ftrstHclass cricket Prom this brief 
taste I went home with the feeling 
that the state of cricket in Rhodesia 
was somewhat depressing 

Vet within a year they were rom 
ping away with the section of 
the Cume Oup. Procter bad arrived 
The effect of his leadership was in 
calculable and he also mace six 100s 
in successive innings This equalled a 
feat only previously achieved by C 
B Fry m 1901 and Sir Donald Brad 
man in 1938 39 though Procter him 
self played it down as he did not 
consider the 'B* section a stiff enough 
test 

Such was the impetus that he 
engendered that Rhodesia's progress 
in the Cume Cup was soon being 
followed with breathless exatement 
by the general public in the country 
An English political jouroahst, who 
on his arrival there was interviewed 
by Rhodesian Radio, told me later 
that he was surprised to notice that 
his interviewer kept a transistor 
pressed to his ear and wonld every 
so often shake with emotion uttering 
•omething like *'Hoorav another 
wicket, 95 for five — Pm sorry, 
where were we, now about the eco¬ 
nomy.*' 

In hb second season Procter led 
Rhodesia to within three points of 
winning the Currie Cup for the first 

20 



time and in the next seasua, 
it seemed certain that they would 
win. But an unlucky misunder¬ 
standing, caused by the umpires 
change of mind as to when the mao 
datory 20 overs began, robbed them 
of vital points against Eastern Pro¬ 
vince and they missed narrowly 
again. In that year Procter was 
fourth in the South African batting 
averages with 48.33 and second in the 
bowling taking the largest number of 
wickets, GO. at 17 48. He did not 
always bowl fast, for when the ball 
turned, as it some times did in Rho¬ 
desia, he would switch to off-spin, as 
be still does in England, albeit with 
less success than in his faster vein. 


As a bpy at Hilton CoUege near 
Pietermaritsborg, Michael John Proc* 
ter was more successful as a bats¬ 
man. On the 196^ Nuffield Schools 
tour to En^nd he made two 100s 


but bowled only 48 overs for seven 
wickets. In 1985 he and Barry 
Richards came again on a year's trial 
with Gkmoestershire. They were only 
eligible to play in one first-class 
matdi, a^inst the tonnng South 
Africans hut m that Procter made 
69 and they put on 116 together. 

My first sight of Procter was la 
the next Enghsb season, 1966, when 
he was still only 19 He was still 
only a meduyu-paced bowler but at 
about this time he found that he 
could bowl genuinely fast. 

He lengthened his nin and by the 
end of ihvi following season of 1966- 
67 bad played in three Tests against 
Austraha and taken IS wickets. 

It IS usually said that he bowls off 
the wrong foot This is not stnctly 
true 1 once saw on slow motion film 
a comparison of his action and 
Graham McKenzie's classical action 
At the moment m the delivery stride' 
when the weight was i^qually disiri 
buted on both feet McKenzs^’s arm 
was just below the horizontal. Pro 
cter’s just short of the vertical If 
the arm was the minute hand of a 
clock McKenzie's was about 20 mi 
nutes past the hour, Procter’s five 
past Thus Procter was about 90 
degrees further advanced—onough 
for batsmen to find the ball coming 
on to them fastei than expected 

Those seeing his awkward action 
for the fiirst time find it haru to be 
beve that be can do moie than bring 
the ball back into the batsman off the 
pitch and with late inswing. He does 
ID fact do this to au exceptional 
degree When an experimental Ibw 
law was tried in England in 1970 be 
was severely penabsed and his 108 
widkets in 1969 became €8 in 1970 in 
about the same numbei of overs. 
But this was only a temporary and 
unsuccessful experiment and since 
then he has achieved the extraordh 
nary, and presumably unique, record 
of twice performing the hat trick 
With three successive Ibws Both 
were taken when he was bowling 
round the wicket, at Southend against 
Essex in 1977 and at Chettenham 
against Yorkshire in 1979 In each 
case the vicUms were recognis^ 
batsmen high up the order and in 
each case no one questioned that the 
bail straigbtepdd or swung enottgii 
to have the batsman plumb m froii^ 
The 1979 hntrtrick was his second in 
10 days. 

His action is so ungainty and seems 
to pot sodi a strain even on an 
athlsticaUy-biiilt bowter wiHi espn» 
dally powirfoi chest and shooMsars 
that nmay observers in hm early days 
dM not expect him to last as ahowim 
1 remeasher John Waite, the fhvmsr 





Mtke Procter (sitting fourth from nqht) wtth hui 1972 GlouceHer^hire teammates From left — Stnndmg 
/ahecr Abbas, D ShepheTxi D AUen, ! Shackteton R D V Kmght A Aifny (scorer), J Davey, B Meyer, 
G Wiltshire (coach), M Bisst^x Stttmg — J Foat^ Sadiq Mohammed, J Mortimine, A S Brmvn (captam), 
G W Parker (sei^retary-cum manaqer), M J. Procter, A Mnlton P No halls K SweLnian 


South African widcet-keeper, saving 
that he thought Practer would be one 
uf the three best batsmen in the couu 
try withm a year or two (with 
Kichards and Graeme Pollock) but 
would not be bowling much. 

This seemed a reasonable prognos 
tication at the time but 14 years later 
Procter is still bowhng effoctivelv 
for Gloucestershire and Natal despitt 
having had several seasons m the 
mid-lOTOs largely ruined by a sen- 
ous and persistent knee injury The 
last operation, which amazingly les 
tored the knee to worlong order, was 
said to be a newly-developed one. im 
possible a few years before 

Procter is not so consistently fast 
nowadays, but he can produce the 
odd fast spell and is remarkably ac¬ 
curate and economical at below the 
top pace This adds to his value m 
limited-over cricket 

He was a bnlliant close catcher in 
the days when South African fielding 
seemed incapable of error and he 
remains a fine shp He is also a high- 
class batsman, albeit one rather inex- 
phcably vulnerable when he first 
comes in. He is a magnificent driver 
and sometimes perhaps he drives too 
boldly too early in an innings but 
when in full flow he is a splendid 
sigiht. reeling off powerful and 
beautlfully-ttmed strokes to a 
parts. He was, 1 think, the first 
to develop the method which 
is now popular in limited^iver cricket 
in EnguDd. especially in the John 
Player League of 40 overs a side on 


Sunday afternoons Whereas previ 
ous batsmen forced to attack good 
length bowling had either charged it 
or heaved unattractively towards mid- 
wicket. Procter made room and play 
ed on the off side 

Though the amount of bowling 
which he does-~575 overs m first class 
matches in 1979 in England plus a 
good number in the three limited 
over competitions—restricts him as a 
No 4 batsman, be has a flair which 
makes him a match-winner on his 
day In the strong South African 
side of 1969-70 he was a redoubtable 
player to find coming-in at No 8 or 
9 He took 26 wickets m the four 
matches of that senes, when he seem 
ed to know exactly where to bowl to 
each Australian batsman, and he was 
not required to make runs but he 
averaged 34 

Playing for Western Province aga¬ 
inst the Austrahans after the senes 
was over, he batted No 5 and made 
155. the last 55 in 12 minutes during 
which he hit the last five balls of an 
over from the off spinner. Ashley 
Mallett. for six In that same year 
1970, he and Richards who. because 
of a back injury hod dropped down 
the order, found themselves coming 
together as the ninth wickct pair for 
the ‘Rest of the Wond' against Eng 
land at Headingley when 40 were 
still needed to win They made the 
runs bnskly and with the greatest 
possible lack of concern in a few 
minutes 

Procter has always been held In 
espeaally high esteem by his fellow 


cricketers m England His particu 
larly clo^ association with (Glouces¬ 
tershire made the events of 1977 all 
the sadder, for at the end of the 
season it looked as it he and the 
other players who had signed for 
World Senes Cricket would be ban 
ned from playing in l:ngli&h first 
class cricket in future 


In England ther< was sympathy for 
the South Africans who uiihke the 
English and Auslralnns invojved 
were not putting Packer before 
patriotism as their country was not 
currently playing lest cricket Yet 
though the South Afi leans were not 
rejecting lest critktl they were sup¬ 
porting an oigamsatioii which was 
doing so and there cxiuld be no dis 
crimination in thur favour 


Procter more intimately involved 
th his County than any other over 
as playci was m his hrsl yeai as 
plain and had almost led a mode 
te side to Gloucesteishire’s hist 
lampionship since 1877 Ihev were 
front on the last day of the season 
It could not stop Hampshire from 
akiug over 300 to win on a pitch 
hich had become supremely ca^ 
Eius Middlesex and Kent shared the 
tie It was a doubly sad day for iw 
rge crowd at Bristol who thought 
at thtv might be seeing Procer foi 
le last time However, the ban did 
) come about and a superb cricketer 
)t very successful in the unreal 
orid of Packer cricket returned to 
loucestorshire and in 1979 80 to 
atal with, as it prov<-d. many more 
leiiaculai feats left m him 

















No hitches in 
Gavaskar's way 

r lE TEST AND COUNTY CRICK- 
el Board of England has rejed 
cd the objection raised by Yorkshire 
and at the same time ratified the 
signing up of Sunil Gavaskar bv 
Somerset. The protest by Ray Illing¬ 
worth, manager of Yorkshire, was 
on the ground that the West County 
Club, instead of encouraging a local 
player, were finding a ‘ready-made’ 
replacement for Vivian Richards. It 
was deemed unfair, but the TCCR 
decreed othervyise and there can bc‘ 
Qo cfucstion about th«" fact that thr 
latter, at least legally, were on the 
right. 

With both Richards and Jotd 
Garner to absent themselves from the 
Somerset ranks this season as a re 
suit of touring with the West Indian 
side, the County had the privilege of 
recruiting as many players from over¬ 
seas, if they so desirecU They have 
reconciled thcmselv*?s to just one — 
Gavaskar — and as the secretary of 
the club pul it to Sptyrtsmprld: “He’s 
world class and the best thing we 
can think of since Richards is not 
available.’’ 

Yet Somerset’s first target was not 
Gavaskar, but Cieg Chappell. The 
Australian captain is a former Somer 
set player, but n>uUl not accept the 
offer and the attention then focussed 
on the Indian ‘superstar’. He was 
fnitially sounded out in Bombay bv 
Ian Botham and finally agreed to the 
deal after obtaining leave from his 
office. 

Gavaskar, if one is to .judge him bv 
past^ statements, has never been 
particular^ keen on County cricket 
The surfeit of matches and the con¬ 
stant travelling (involving carry ion 
one’s own luggage) has no appeal for 
him. But he likes the climate here 
and was in fact planning lo come 
over for a holiday and play the odd 
match for Hertfordshin'' in the Minor 
Counties League. 


What perhaps made him change 
hivS mind and also over<ome hi*' 
‘mental exhaustion’ was the. remuner¬ 
ation that was being extended hv 
Ravi Tikkoo, the Indian-born ship 
ping magnate and a member of the 
Somerset County Cricket Club, was 
persuaded by its president to sponsor 
the. Indian, f gather from sources 
dose to the officials in Taunton that 
the consolidated benefit in cash and 
kind to be received bv Gavaskar is in 
excess of wfiat was being given to 
Richards. The Indian’s is a one-year 
contract and obviously a stop-gap 


arrangement, but bccaunce of the 


high expectaitions in the Somerset 
camp and also in view of the com¬ 
parison between him and Richards 
that is inevitable to crop up. 

There is a lot of stake for the 
‘little big man’. Of course, as he 
proved la.st year, a man of his calibre 
can score runs against County attacks 
without having to really stretch him¬ 
self. The two centuries I saw him 
make last summer against Hamp¬ 
shire and Gloucestershire were carv¬ 
ed out with impunity and very little 
application, espi^cially in the second 
instance. But it is not enmigh to 
compile runs in three-day games. 
Three out of the four competitions 
laid out for first-class teams in 
England are over-limit affairs and 
Somerset, having won two of them in 
1^9, not inconsiderably through the 
resourcefulness of Richards. 

Tliis is where Gavaskar is con 
fronted with a severe challenge. As 
is well-known Gavaskar believes in 


herent distaste for one-day rricket. 
This attitude he must alter even if 
It amounts to sacrificing his average. 
Can he do it? 

After his epic performance at The 
Oval last season, the consen$u,s of 
noteworthy opinion in this country 
tends to regard the Indian opener as 
the most complete batsman in the 
world — an assessment which has 
not been made of Viv Richards de 
spite the latter’s sensational showing 
In Australia over the winter. Safe¬ 
guarding such a reputation is no 
mean task, more so because Gavaskar 
has got to persistently thii^ of con¬ 
serving bis energies for the tough 
assignment down under later this 
year. Gavaskar takes up his appoint¬ 
ment in the first week of May and 
rather than thrust forth a prediction 
I would like to wait for the essay Ui 
unfold. 

Good news for 


“building an innings’’ and has an in- 
Sunil Uavaskar — one year contract 
with Somerset 



Prakash fans 

1 HAVE NOTED PRAKASH PADU 

kone’s comments in Sp(rrl.\v>orld ic* 
garding the omission of the mcn’.s 
BBC’s c’overage of the 
AU-tngland Badminton Tournam nt 
1 he Indian ace has done well lo dte 
the lack of objectivity for many such 
cases of gross neglect escajx* without 
reprimand. 

Sadly enough even after the almost 
romplcte de-rolonization that has 
taken place in the Third World 
sporting success from this region 
are still treated with fascination and 
anuisenvent rather than admiration 
and respert But sportlovers in India, 
and especially badminton fans, who 
were looking forward to watcJi the 
Prakash-Kmg encounter on the 
Doordarshan will be happy to learn 
that fortuitously there does exist a 
recording of the match. ThivS is not 
to be found with any television com¬ 
pany here on any visual news distri- 
butjon unit. Surprisingly, it wa» the 
wdian High Commission which de¬ 
eded to preserve the tie on video 
tape and this invaluable material has 

- J? Education Ministry 

in Delhi. 


n one-incn coverage which can be 
transferred into a two-inch tape for 
the purpose of telecast. The ultimate 
effect would be .sliglitly ‘grainy’. But 
nev^rs would have no difficulty in 
distinguishing the essentials. Indeed, 
the recording if shown to Prakash 
^ Bangalore for 
the World Championships could give 
hrni a lip or two of how he can re¬ 
peat his triumph at Jakarta, 


The man to praise for this windfall 
is Bevinder Singh* the Cuhttral 


—natw 



Attadie at India House, is also 
the brother of the hockey stalwart 
Randhir Siagh Gentle. In a moment 
of inspiration, and admittedly fore« 
sight, he assigned the cameraman 
attached to the mission to do a report 
on the final despite experts warning 
him that Prakash had no chance and 
that it would be a waste oi money. 
So, for a meagre expense of £150 an 
audio-visual evaluation of one of the 
greatest individual honour ever at¬ 
tained by an Indian in international 
sports, is at the country's disposal. 

What shall we do 
with Brearley ? 

THE ENGLAND SELECTORS ARE 
faced with a dilemma. While visit¬ 
ing Australia MiIg^ Brearley had an¬ 
nounced that he would not be 
available for tours in future. The 
Engl shmen are slated to visit the 
West Indies winter and what 

Alec Bedser and his coll 'agu^s must 
decide is whc’ther the Cambridge Don 
should be I'ctaincd or replaced for 
the home s-ries against Clive IJoyd's 
men this summer 

In an rt*a when captains are expect¬ 
ed to be an autoniatii choice in the 
side the fad that Bicailey has held 
on to the stewardship loi three years 
speaks volumes of his abilities as a 
leader Moieover gone are the days 
when family background, socna) an I 
edmational qiiaiitn ation-« were the 
iriteiia ioi the England skippei’s 
post One recalK the mad*nt 50 
years ago. when Capt B T. Stanv 
forth, a serving soldier, was given 
rhaige of the MCC paitv in South 
Africa without ever having plaved a 
fust class iuat<h 

Tan Botham and Biian Rose and to 
a lesser extent Keith Fletcher, David 
Idoyd, Rogei Knight, Phil Edmonds 
and John Hampshire aie all being 
cited as possible successors, despite 
none of them having ever grazed the 
vicinitv of a public school 

The media here repiesents two 
shades of opinion. One stiongly re 
commends the continuance of 
Brearley on the grounds that a new 
^ptain would lose his confidence 
in resi^ct to forthcoming assignment 
if subjected to ridicule on television 
—the impact can be quite shattering 
because of the advanced audio-visual 
methods, including slow-raotion action 
replays — in the event of gross fail 
ure against the crack West Indian 
unit during the season here. The 
argument goes on to state that for an 
England captain it is much easier to 
adjust to the role when on tour, 
especially when a man is skipper for 
an uninterrupted three months or so 
rather than week-long stints when at 
home. 

Opposing this Is a view more con- 
ventionaL It tallis about groominR a 
man for th« job and Tveparisg him 
for the normally toudier tasto of an 
away encoisttter. This, si gnific a nt ly 
also seems to be the selectors^ ap¬ 



ian Botham^ next England skipper'^ 


proach But th^re is apparently a 
'split' on who should be reposed with 
the responsibility. 

The ^appointment of Botham as 
captain of MCC for the match versus 
last year's County champions Essex 
is definitely an indication that be is 
one of the chief contenders, yet, f 
gather that Alec Bedser and Ken 
Barrington, two very influential mem¬ 
bers of the selection committee, have 
reservations about the brilliant all- 
rounder. As for the othBrs, the 
credentials of Fletcher and Lloyd 
vis-a-vis fast bowling is distinctly sus¬ 
pect and Edmoiids, not till he can 
establish that he is a cut above 
Underwood, is he likely to emerge in 
the reckoning. 

The English batting, both in Aus¬ 
tralia and India, having proved to 
be very brittle, substitutes will natur¬ 
ally be sought in this departroeoL 
And it is on this factor that the 
prospects of Rose, Kni^t and 
Fletcher become relevant If any of 
them can make a marie in the month 


of May, this can go a long way in 
winning the support of the selectors. 

Rose, under whom Gavaskar will 
play this season, had distinguished 
himself by ^ scooping up the Gillette 
Gup and the John Player League for 
Somerset in 1979. Although a near 
washout in Pakistan and New Zea¬ 
land in 1977-78, he is not an incom¬ 
petent opener and boasts a good Test 
match record in England. At 29, his 
best years are perhaps still ahead of 
him and 1 shall be most surprised if 
he does not display the right enter¬ 
prise. Knight of Surrey and Hamp¬ 
shire of Yorkshiie have shown 
themselves to be equally astute. But 
age could retard their aspirations. 

In regard to Botham. 1 personally 
feel that he already has too much in 
hand. As was seen during the Jubilee 
Test he is inevitably called upon to 
carry out a one-man show. But the 
important thing is he doesn't mind 
the additional burden and is in fact 
keen to take over. So, li Brearley is 
to be sacked the chances are that 
Botham, rather than Rose or any of 
the others, wilt fill the void. And if 
that occurs, the “Somerset Sensation" 
at 24 will befome the youngest 
cricketer to head England since 1882 
when the Hon. Tvo Bligh led at Mel¬ 
bourne. 

... And Tony Greig ? 

THE GREATEST EVENT IN 
English cricket history is to un¬ 
furl this summer, with the home side 
meeting Australia in a Test match 
between August 28 and September 2 
to commemorate hundred years of 
Test cricket in this country. With the 
aid of a £90.000 sponsorship from 
Cornhill Insurance, a 14-day specta¬ 
cular has been drawn up which in¬ 
cludes issuing invitation to all living 
past and present English and Auv 
, trahan Test players to attend the 
occasion. 

But there is a slight awkwardness 
about experiencing the presence of a 
certain A. W. Greig. This former 
England captain, now residing in 
Australia, while still at the helm of 
affairs had connived to wean away 
players from the establishment in an 
effort to aid Kerry Packer in the for¬ 
mation of World Series Cricket. This 
makes him a sort of persona non 
grata in cncket circles which is still 
very conservative. 

But doing their best not to display 
any embarrassment, the Test and 
County Cricket Board officials main¬ 
tain that they will treat Tony Greig 
as just another former England cap¬ 
tain. As for the 'martyr' Greig, be 
said recently: “1 wouldn't miss it for 
anything, as long as £ am invited." 

The fanfare will involve among 
other highlights dinners thrown by 
MCC, Lord Taverners and TCCB. But 
a conspicuous absentee will be Don 
Bradman who, at 71, is not in good 
health and Itas dedinod the iif* 
vitation. 
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News: National 


FEDERATION CUP 

Two through 
to the semis 

The heat-bedevilled Federation 
Cup tournament had its usual 
quota of excitement and bore¬ 
dom. ARIJIT SEN with 
SUBHASH SARCAR and 
SARAJit DEB report on the 
first part of this premier foot¬ 
ball competition. 

C '^ALOUTfA’S HfiAT DEPEATED 

^ every player who tried to battle 
it as the fourth Federation Cup Rot 
underway. Eight teams entered the 
elimination contest at the Eden Gar 
dens and the two bravest survived. 
The test was more of staying ability 
than skill and ^Mohammedan Sporting 
and Punjab Police — one experienced 
and the other tough — suiTaced on 
top. to fight the winners of the other 
two groups for beiGJhs ka the finai. 

Each day, an average of four play¬ 
ers were treated for complications 
dirisiiig out of the soaring tempera¬ 
ture, the severest being heat stroke 
and the mildest, exhaustion. The 
heat-toll for the BO.OW-strong spec¬ 
tators was. in the first week, ten per 
day. These are not mere statistics, 
'fhey point to the inhuman conditions 
under which the tournament is being 
conducted. 

The strangest part is that only the 
weather is to blame. The IFA had 
tried to schedule the 2 p.m. match 
at B each morniug. The pdlice said 
no. Earlier, the organisers heard the 
same word they tried to get the 
Mohun Bagan ground for the matches 
tournament oould have 


been arrauged under floodlights.' 

Left with no alternative, all that 
the teams could do was to protest 
mildly and then take the field. Even 
here, the planning of some teams 
sutfered. Most prominent among them 
Wfs Mohammedan Sporting, fielding a 
ne^dook side which included seven 
play<^rs who had donned East Bengal 
colours Iasi year. The team pranced 
about the sideline® a full 45 minutes 
before they were scheduled to open 
their engagements with a match 
against Vasco. The result? A fortui¬ 
tous draw through a last-minute goal. 

ITiereatter, however, the Calcutta 
side got into stride and won very 
convincingly against Premier Tyies 
and Orkay. On the strength of their 
performance against these two sides, 
one expects th^ to do weOi in the 
semi-final. The two iiiedi 06 , Amairai 
and Prasanto Barierjee were in good 
form and, despite the lack of a>he- 
sion among the forwards, the team 
gendrated tremendous thrust. 

The teani to disappoint most wa.s 
Premier T\res, fielding several Kera¬ 
la State players Tlieir pattern ot 
play was much like that of tJie Cal 
cutta skies, but they lacked penetra¬ 
tive power, with the lone exception 
of striker C. I). Francis. The defence, 
too, tended tp crack under pressure. 

Vasco were an impressive lot, but 
the heat and missed opportunities 
deprived them of a better record 
than just two drawn encounters and 
one deteat. S. the hands of Premier. 
Jose Fernandes and Dabare in attack 
and David D'Souza in defence were, 
outstanding. One Is sure to hear mon* 
about them in the future. 

Orkay were a sad skdleton oi' thi' 
team that beat Mohun Bagan 4-0 in 
the Rovers Cup» Eroded of talent — 
most players being lured away l>v 
other Clubs — the team fought wiUi 
a few veterans like Bernard Pereira 
But it was a losing battle all the 
way and the club was certainLv lucky 
m drawing'with Vasco., 

The Group 111 line-up had a sur¬ 


prise package In SESA. A last- 
minute inclusion after BSF opted out, 
S£SA stormed into the recokning 
from its first kicK'Off against Taita. 
But the lack of strikers — and at 
least, one medio to hold the half-line 
— finally spelt their doom. Hie team , 
went down to both Tata and Funjab 
Police, before getting a consolation 
victory over Titanjum. SESA had the 
one distinction — it was the fastest 
side in the first week of the oxnpetk 
tion. 

T itanium were a big Dis¬ 
appointment, not being able to 
settle down at alll. While this was, in 
some measures, due to the heat, ttie 
players lacked understanding among 
themselves and did not display either 
the urge or the aptitude for attado 
ing play. 

Tata were the only serious conten¬ 
ders against Punjab Police. But they, 
too, wilted under pressure and did 
not bring out any player woith the 
name. In contrast, Punjab Police di» 
played good teamwork, which offset 
their lack of ball players. Although 
the team was a trifle slow, it manag¬ 
ed to keep the game under oontrol— 
no mutter what the oppositlrm. 

Over all. the fare was good, but 
not outstanding. O^rtainly, Calcuttans 
were treated to a better brand of 
football than offered them in the 
local league and the IFA Shield, be^ 
cause the difference between teams 
ID the Federation Cup was not as 
wide as in the other competftioiss. 
ORKAY-PKEMIER TYRES: 

In the heat of the first after¬ 
noon, number three in Hard¬ 
wood league, Orkay Mills met 
Kerala League champions Premier 
Tyres. The pace was rather slow, 
both sides trying to spend as 
little energy as possible. After 
missing a golden opportunity ini¬ 
tially, Orkay faded out as the 
Kerala team’s medios JafCar and 
Moideen took control of the pro¬ 
ceedings, while the forwards show¬ 
ed iinagi;iaUon and enterprise. D^. 
Md. Basheer (a general physician) 
was the main schemer. Basheer is 
one of the best ball players in the 
country and can play in any posi¬ 
tion other than as the goalkeeper. 
The last two goals which came off 
his boots showed what a marksman 
he is, ‘’But he could not display 
his best because of the heat. Still 
he was the best”, said the friendly 
Premier’s NIS-trained coach K. G. 
Vijayan. The other goal came 
through ace rflriker C. D. Francis. 

Orkay Mills coach Srlnivas 
Salian said after the match: “1 
expected better performances from 
my boys but aner conceding the 
first goal the players, already 
fatigued by the heat, lost hope. As. 
it is the team is battling against 
the heat but when a goal is con¬ 
ceded there is no stami^na left to 
fight back. On top of that, two of 
my good players Anand and 
Saleem had to be substituted be¬ 
cause of giddiness. Under ](uch 
heat, especially at 2 pm. you 
cannot expect good football, JR 
only adds to its detriment. W 
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Ctt|>» tv vUrte* «f 'tjocdt yictwiv' 
avt# Ma&ttal in teptei^ 
an»l l«ft year «i Oauhott, had' 
iiutialty eiiUtrc^ ttite year*# tQur* 
noment^ but « temright 
the tuiirftamcnt cotnineneed «t 





ta rather myeteriou$ eircunia* 
tancer. 

The etfbial reaaea «tt«d fhr 
their withdrawal ia “injury to 
hey ptayero.'* Thia excuse J| 
agala rather vague, tor BSpr 
have go^ 'bench •trehgW', at^t 
ha they ^d net partieii^te /h thd 
Southern circuit, none of thehr 
pteyers could have been Injurgd 
recently, hihce the Police Oatnes 
in eaily Marcli^ 8 SP have been 
comparatively uiaetive and so if 
their players had received senous 
miuries thent they ^uid not 
have entered the Federatoa 
Cup, right nom the beginning, 

.Wttoo Col, ChdiHQ& OAcer in 
charge of Sports in w BSF. was 
contacted at JDelhi about Ids 
. icato s withdrawal the reasons he 
gave were hardly convincing. Ue 
maintained that bes^es ioiuries, 
some of the players were on otB*' 
ciat duty relating to matnienance 
of internal security. This esnuse 
' sgruned rather vague, for the 
V BSF is a welh^uippM torce, 
,With numerous recruits, and 
coutd have e«si|y spared some th) 
tooibahers, without endangering 
the internal security of the eoun 
try. 

' a H 

/ A section Of the soccer fans 
in Calcutta Is of the opinion that 
the B$F backed out of the tour> 
nomenl because ttie Calcutta 
teams would have their support 
ters hacking them and it would 
he dilScuU for the Punjab team 
to retain its title. However, this 
ia not entirely true as the BSF 
players are expervenced cam* 
paigncrs and stalwarts of many 
A competitive tootball matclL 
Since Punjab do not have any 
league competition worth tlra 
name* BSF relish plsymg in tour¬ 
naments all over the counwy in 
I___ __ 


"My team i& composed of 50 per 
cent new and inexperienced play¬ 
ers Can you imagine the team 
that beat Mohun Bagan m the 1978 
Rovers Cup playing so badly! 
After that prestigious victory 
Oikay became the target of others, 
losing seven star players. My only 
trump card is Bernard Penera but 
what can he do alone, with no sup¬ 
port from the linkmen ? But ne 
should have worked a little harder. 
After lemon time, we tried to fight 


f«ar. '< 


'Thb,. r«#l ‘ reosoat ,l0r 
withdrawal from ,tm Cnicutta 
towmbnfwnt i» i^^riaai diawmsiott 
in the teaswi#* wjtjm 

seems 'to hav«' ^sevoral 

lendhig fooll^ ' todms Of..tiie 

country in the pgsh this 

reason was noj ofiCjgiaUy given, 
but wee gauged by teJklng td th« 
players, rsm^es^ friend 

and supporters, wfe are close to 
the teath st DeUti. However, Cm. 
Cheema insutts there is rw dis- 
sehshm in tee team, and teat 
BSF are a oiacipltned tootbaU 
squad. 

The whole of test year mw 
rumbUtUB of dissensihn in the 
BSF. Thinm came to a heed 
iusi prior to their match agalnnt 
Mohan Bogon in teo Durand 
senii-ibial at iJelhi in Novem- 
ber.i. JMt before the commence* 
inent of the match, their captain, 
SoUipal Siinm^Bitet, was draper 
pea from the team on 'orders* 
from, higher authorities. Some 
of tge senior and prominent 
playem especially those im re¬ 
siding in Punjab, protested 'vehe¬ 
mently, the players 'mre paci¬ 
fied and were persuSdecLto play 
without the servkes their 
skippar. who eome oh later, as a 
substUute, in the second haU 
when tei^ were troi-ihg 0-g. 
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, even tn«de d plgn t% thiy> ||ai|L 
Chtel 

ren^n in Fi^b, ■» tegc op-' 

chempipm&ps. Footballers othm 
than those duelled in Puidshl 
were ogceeabie to tee ttonner, 
ea they |elt the team oouid; get 
more broadbosed. This issue 
became a source of duugreemmit 
in tee team and ted to toetimia^ 
Usm 

As BSF were Joint-w nners o| 
tee 1970 OCM. Cup wlte cJTJI* 
South ICoreo, thefir request fh 
remain in Punjab, was granted. 
However, thi* question and teat 
of inducting new ta.ent in the 
team from difiBwent SteteA re- 
mam • Source of JrkCon in the 
BSF amongst resident players ifl 
Punjab and those outside the 
Suto. 

The question whether, tee. 
footing teim wilt remain i^tad 
m Punjab or he tronsfierred ehw- 
where and teat regardiik the 


of some 'violent incidenta atiqir 
the Durand qaarter-finai lengite 
tie against Indian Atr Foree, in' 
1977, which BSF lost 0-1. sOvarol 
pUurm were cautioned otKi three 
stalwarts, MonjH, Ajain 
Lehmber Singh were sidelined. 
Replacements were so«mht eitesr 
from the dlshund^ Uiders Club ^ 
or frbm outside '’Bsnjab and 
ployem like Hermicba Quyung, 
Bal-Kumar and Mtmilal teurmn 
came to tee tore. Thw authori¬ 
ties tolt that the B$F should be 


back The second goal we conced¬ 
ed was not defender Saleem’s fault 
because at that time he was feeling 
giddy and bad to be treated for ten 
minutes and during this spell, we 
conceded two quick goals. We had 
cailiei lost our backbone in the 
rear—Ganesh Rao—who switcbeo 
to Tatas At least we wouldn’t 
have lost by four goals if he was 
there " 

MOHMMMEDAN S.C~.TA 8 C 0 : 

Not having won any notable 


dtehapaum. agumgsi'' 
plio^. Tnio mtteorit^ oT 
BSF arO naturally keen to i 
tee diflsr^ UKiS 
they aurfseo tor ootiiid«te \ 

fmtmllers, havo te^r.hwte ^ 

ed fh 

want ^jMrred hy 

is tor veasotg. temtewt 

tee BSF 

frmn tee 

at Ctetefititt. , 
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tournament for quite some time, 
the reshuffled and reorganised star- 
studded Mohammedan Spotting 
had a commitment to make to its 
innumerable supporters. All eyes 
were focussed on them. They pur¬ 
sued an inverse strategy much be¬ 
fore the match against Vasco, the 
Goan team under the direct care 
of the House of BandekarSs The 
warming up they dj4 ior 45 
minu;te8 l^lore the encooixUr 




adverse efCect on the players as 
much of their energy and atamijna 
ebbed out. Vasco took advantage 
of this as they waged a strenous 
battle right through. They proved 
to be speedier and cleverer and 
often pjanetrated through the de¬ 
fence with ease, but they lacked 
‘finish*. 

“I wish ace dribbler Dominic 
Soares was playing* He was injur* 
ed in the Hovers Cup and could 
not recover even after a year’s 
treatment. Had he played with, 
Jose Fernandes and Dabare, they 
would have run riot against 
Mohammedan S.C. I was want¬ 
ing a companion for Jose in the 
absence of Dominic and brought 
Dabare all the way from Sri 
Lanka a week before the Federa¬ 
tion Cup,” one-time journalist and 
now Vasco coach Albert Fernando 
sai,d. “Dabare worked three days 
in Goa and two days in Calcutta 
and, being an experienced player, 
he fitted m beautifully. The other 
Sri I^nkan national players, Fran¬ 
cis D’Mello and M. N. Fakeer Ally, 
will take a little more time -to 


settle down, The three medius 
.played well. Actually Sahabdeen 
on the left is also a good striker 
and we are working on him 
so that he can move up as a 
striker, 

“1 put David D’Souza as left 
stopper to tackle Surojit Sengupta. 
David was not nis usual self as he 
had a stomach upset. You see, 
when a team ig clicking there is 
no question of changing. He and 
Vasudev form the best combination 
as stoppers. David was successful 
in tackling Surojit but slackened in 
the latter half due to exhaustion.” 

Says 'Fernando: “My team's ap¬ 
proach was clearly to break into 
the defence and giye no chance to 
Bhaskar Ganguly. And this was 
amply proved by Dabare, who went 
solo dribbling past four to score 
the day's best goal. He also had a 
hand in the team’s equaliser scored 
by Jose earlier." 

When Mohammedan S, C. needed 
the services of Akbar, he was re¬ 
paced by Debasis Hoy, with David 
Williams brought in as striker. The 
general opinion was that Williams, 


Will Gurdevip 
a Ghance^ t i i 

pimOEV THE AB^A 

Award winner, now la Galcattn 
as coadi-cutD'player for Puiilat» 
Police is a sad man. He feels lie' 
has been cheated. Erst by H>e 
East Behai officials and now by 
the secretary of the All-India 
Football Federation. Mr Vljaya* 
ranaain. 

On September 17. last, Gurdev 
bad signed the ‘A’ form to play 
for Pnnjab this year. Aa is iieoea. 
sary, be sent the form to the AIFF 
through the Indian Football Asso¬ 
ciation. He was suiit that the 
transfer would conm thrOhhh imd 
he would be abbs to , play, foy 
Ptmjab again. “But on ~ 



oh 

Mt. kottudUg tj 

coatt- 49.1 ; ___ 

my Jh tine 

hope that { woUM. ba .gbip to mt 
peituli^oa. to. teahblttg 

here. 1 c!i«ta<^ Bast Brntgal 
•eerhtary, Nlstiftn Okosh. who gave 
me a cmatanta oarlHtcata and with 
that I went to Ashok Qboiffi. IFA 
sacratery. so that ha could send it 
to the AIPF. He tried his best to 
contact the AIFF secretary but 
could UM get him. I approached 
the AlPF president, Nural Amin, 
who .also tried to contact the secre¬ 
tary, but failed, 

ipiatqal, ftn't it tiurt 

^ ■ Bt, Tito msr ■W* , 

that 



who was a flop, should have bean 
called ofl. But coach Amal Dutt4 
had this to say ; “The flrst half was . 
play^ through Surojit only so the 
left winger David became uneasy 
and lost his balance. But I utilis¬ 
ed him in the centre as he had sta** 
mina to punch at the Vasco citadel. 
That is why I had to replace Akbar. ^ 
I wanted the attack from the cen¬ 
tre. My deep defence was slow, 
especially Shyamal Ghosh. Vasco’s 
second goal was scored when 
Shyamal fell down and couldn't re¬ 
cover. Frasanta was playing very 
well in midfield but he pulled a 
muscle making the Une a little 
weak, which the opponents took 
advantage of. Amalraj was slight¬ 
ly injured and Samaresh Chou- 
dhury replaced him. Then Chin^ 
moy became over eneititic after 
the result was 1-1 by going up too 
much and not being able to fall 
back. Vasco took advantage of the 
gap thus created." 

Anyway Shabbir’s jgoal in the 
dying minutes came as a boon to 
Mohammedan S.C. “Ofl the cor¬ 
ner Andrews should have stayed in 
position as we had sudfleient men ■ 
to cover. Again, having decided 
to rush, Andrews should have held 
that ball instead of pushing it for¬ 
ward. Shabbir was lucky, his op¬ 
portunism paid dividends when the 
ball dropped right “under the bar. 

In the meantime, David Williams 
was already oS side, standing al¬ 
most on the goalline, but then.... 
refereeing was very poor,” said 
Fernando. 

Summing up his team's perform¬ 
ance, Am^ Datta said “Cohesion 
for 90 minutes hasn't yet arrived. 
Coimbination-wise, a little more 
time is still required. After a 
couple of matches, it should be 
alright." 


PUNJAB POLICE vs TITANIUM 

Punjab Police annpletely outclass¬ 
ed Titanjiuni of Trivandrum* who 
hardly iustifted their inclusion in this 
tom iiament meant for the top teams 
in India. And it is not very often 
that one gets to see a 7-0 soore-sheet, 
but thiis was not the highest talLv of 
the four-year-olld tournament as 
Mohun Bagan had defeated Hindutf* 
than AeionauUcals Limited 8-1 in the 
second Federation Cup at Coimbatore. 

Titanium wasted a good ebanoe in 
the very first minute when Nalta* 
uddin shot over from close. Punjab 
Police started attacking and scored 
^wo quick goals through Sukhvinder 
Singh in the first half. He abo scor¬ 
ed the filth goal for aldo. In tiie 
second half, they scored five more, 
through Phoola S^ingh, Balblr, Warich, 
Ptmuthotiam and Jas^ev Single 

It wa.s good to sec MaoJit Skigh, 
who was the headache tor Titanium* 
play so effectively. Hb giant strtto 
and bain skill tooK him places Izuikle 
the Titanium area, and bb miM 
always caught the Titankiin defend¬ 
ers on the wrong foot. 

* The Punjab Police ooftohi Gurdev 
Singh ealdi “We won mainly because ^ 


Surajit wHI te 
missed 

OURAJi r SENGUPTA, THE ACE 
‘Ite country and the 
Mohammedan 
will not be able to 
»f«„ r **>e Federa- 

wac 4<wil 21. when be 

Premier Tyres 
match! he 

suddenly left the field and did noi 

'E* nad. undergone an operation 
cart<te« had been re¬ 
moved f«>m his feft le«. whidj 
means that he will not be able to 

V Ti? «k«cnce make a differ. 

ence, to.tne Monanimedan Spurtian 
; , leam., which qualiiied for the semi- 
'! /“ Fi^eratioa Cup ? “Yes. 

absence will make a difference, 
jj ^ ^^"n.ot say bow much," 
i®®"? Araal Cutta. 

■ «uSi ^O’Ptayera think ’ 

k.^l- °**y" W*wor. We could 
Ms abmnce in tbe ka«uo 
but whea we ulav in th*s 

‘.S'® we’» K 

fill*! ®" “*MrnaUvc''and try him. 

perform well in the 
Bancrjee, the 
Mam. said: 

' I? **?•“»» miss Surajitda 

yre#, i think rf he had bt^en pn.*- 


OrWijUills) 
we could have p«ay<d betti^* He 
j senior playfcifk ie the 
M"?i,*>*4 ejways erfcouniRc 
M. welt need ms encouragement 

H miss iMi:, the field 

IS difficult to expjara,'^, 

His rival team’s coa^ ^’P. ic 
Banerjee said: ‘'SurajU is a playw 
who canopen at least two er'®ce 

Sdfa“Hi“ * eswetM^T 

hk lil® can beat. a defender by 
bis dodge and be wim the main 
“,*be: tea^*fl.s absence 
.m matches 

■ m.4ui K ryr'S'a and Orkav 

Mills) becausa the amiibbeht’s de- 
fence was not t^t^* and they 
sMike^i»*""CTeat^ 
opeoini^rs. But wtKKnvr-.thiiy coinr 
Sppo^iitipp. say 
Mobun Bagaa or EavSt Boiiffal. tho 
stoppers will not allow the strik- 

that you 

need a aenuine wlnjater who can 
i defendJ-r'and “thus 
2“M a chance. And no one 

«*'* ’**"•’* *1»M Sura- 

jit Is a fine winger, who is capable 
of drawing out oqe .or two defoad- 
ers. Then his absence will be felt. 
“ “ really sad that he cannot take 
»* i?®‘* wi" **** tournament.” 

rhLh ®5“." Aroon 

tihosli. did not want to say anv- 

be mis^dL”*' 

Gurdey Singh, who pla.vcd with 
b,dst Bengal last year 
•aid. He will be missed because 
'* ihc only player in the 
Mohammedan Sporting team who 


inedan Sporting team who I SARAJiT DFB 


wold hold on to the ball, a good 
l»n playyar.” But as an affi 
teZ^ni ."But.watching the 
thmk ^«WWst drkay Mills), I 
h* haa^iJ® ”4? Being missed. If 
iTOuw\^“k!’‘®”’ the balls 
Md If t*^.**®^ to him 

• S * i: *“?.fi*fonder, kept a 
h ‘’® '^®Bld have S 

It difficult to control the game 

*** "M there, the 
^rthe S|;5'(.‘*'«Mibiitod through. 

•^"’ST Bahadur, the Mafatlal star 
£?'?.■ . ‘ t seen Sm a jit play 

in Calcutta, so I do not know how 
much he 11 be missed. In what 1 
have seen of him outside, he is 
very good against a weak side. 
Wt against a strong side he finds 
the going difficult.” 

if Tu® Mohun Began player.s, who 

med^a“^ Molmra; 

Se sure .“'® s?«'-«oaI 

M^re sure that Smajit will be miss- 

ed. Gautam .Sarkar said; "Surajit 
M ‘toy learn. He will 
“Th«^ ^ “ussed.” Xavier Pius; 

though 1 think be was not 
missed in the group nwuhes, 
*• IK liad been then* in 

hdped‘'""ih"“'‘ te „„ -^““'1 
D’Sou/a: "OH-haud l' o,aiiJt‘'“4!v 

thmk"he-n *h “ '‘''••‘‘•ctl. but J 

he k .h ^ •msS'Od. AJtei all, 

th». t'^^*^***!* t’hapa. “.Sur.ijit is 

m .a c •« I he Mohain- 

nu'daii Spurting teajn" 



M Sengujita uMiu to 







Results at a glance 




'■Mk 

amtth tr 'FttmMr TyiM 

,“j{, *1, 

'^’^M^ihwiamidan: tw. Bms»I) S 

9v«)(( 8*n|^im,; ShubMr AU> 

Gr^j»m ^rufijM)) 7 

Sincb. a. Phooll 
eMe»'^iKil^iMr t\iinich« Pur- 
Shtfh) 

JiU.a c. (iStfahftrw* tra) 8 

W liYanol# Kanea. 

Codinbo) ' 

3^d-aa aaar oat 

nnhie • 

o<^ui> nr vwteo s,e 0 

Oimp IV Mohammedan f^C. 4 

(Deboaljla Roy.. Shabhir AM. 

David WUtlamA Hd. Akbar) 

72-4^ 

Group lU PU'iab Pon<rti 1 

(Sukhvinder 5iifip:h) 

CrTdup ttl Tata 8.C. 3 

Canesh Rao* Stephen Oodlnho. 
SSeno Rodrls^iO!«> 

Croup XV Premier Tyrea 3 

. <C O. TYancla 3. Poulouae. Jr.) 

Group XV Mohammedan S.G. 4 

(David WDHama, Amal Raj. 

Md. Akbar, Shabbir AU) 


Croup in Punjab Police 
Group tlT SESA 


OrkayMUla (Maharkabtra) 0 


Vaaeo S.O. (Goa) 2 

(Joan Fernandea^ (X C) 
Dabare) 


Titanium (Kerala) 


SESA (Goa) 


ihtto^Mo Machado 2, Ck>ku1daa 
Mafrvenkary 


Orkay MlUa 
Premier Tyres 

SESA 


Titanium 

(Najlmuddlnl 


Vasco S C 
Orkay Mllla 

Tala S.C. 
Tttantum 
<K. Vljayan) 


0 

0 

d 

t 

0 

s 


o 
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ot ivlanjit. He was the key player 
aod It was he who distributed all the' 
bails. Ihoutih he did not score uny 
goal today. 1 think he was the best 
player «n the held. 1 would not sav 
that the rcsuilt i.s not the true index 
ot the game because it would mean 
that 1 Will have to deprive the play¬ 
ers of the goals that they have 
sedred ” 

The Titanium coach K. Shaukaraii 
Kutty said . “The heat beat us. We 
are not used to playing at 2 p.m. In 
Kerala we play at 5 p.m. Then the 
ground has so much grass. There is 
hardly any grass where we play. All 
dhese contributed to our defeat. 1 
wouiid not say that the result is a 
true index of the match, but what 
can I say as to why they conceded 
seven goals. I find no explanation. 
They played badly and they lost.'’ 
SESA VS TATAS; 

OUGIl SESA DOMINATED 
the proceedings in their open¬ 
ing Group III encounter, the Born- 
bay Hardwood League champions 
Talas w^on the day netting thrice 
The ones who let the Goan team 
down were the State's fastest shoot- 
ters, Gokuldas Nagvenkar and Pra- 
kash Naik Said SESA coach John 
D’Mello after the match. “Of the- 
90 minutes, we played 75 per cent 
That IS, We played and they scored. 
My forwards let me down “ 

Down by two goals scoied with¬ 
in five minutes — eight minutes 
aft.‘r the start undeterred SESA 
the Goan league runners-up to 
Dempo, fought back despite the 
scorching heat, to which they art* 
unaccustomed, to dominate^ the 
exchanges But erratic shooting 
and poor finish made them pay 
dearly. Talas outaJcle-lMt John 
Alphon.so’s Kudden pilo-driver 
from 20 yards caught the SES.\ cu.s- 
todian Irmen Gomes unaware.s He 
managed to get hold of the ball 
but it slipped off his chest to en¬ 
ter the goal. “It was a very silly 
goal and this affected the side 
pyschologically. Had my first goal¬ 
keeper Remedios been in his place 
this wouldn't have occurred (Renu*- 
dios sought exemption because of his 
sister’s marriage). Two other re¬ 


gulars, wmg-half Shamsher Khan 
and right-back Salvador also did 
not come due to injuries. Their 
presence would have made a great 
difference," said the coach 
Despite the territorial dominance 
by the Goans, Talas took full op¬ 
portunity of two glaring defence 
lapses; right .striker Francis Nune.s 
flicked the ball w'ell 'into the net 


“Even dftci corueding the final goal 
winch came off uiit..ide-i ight Step¬ 
hen Godmho'.s boob., \vc made our 
last attempt 'ny je~inff>iring the 
side with intei national Visitasao 
Lobn tn hcl}! the fieiy trio Gokul¬ 
das. Prakash and V\ancis HodrigueS 
They show'cd their attacking pro- 
we.ss but dame fortune just .shunned 
them Tliey moved well with the 
ball but lacked finish. The for¬ 
wards just did not click", summed 
up D'Melk). 

“We took full advantage of Sosa's 
sJiallow deferii'o Wi* played and 
would have doni' better if we had 
our captain Kosliy Mathew in the 
rear and medio S Kum .r who were 
injured in ih(‘ recent Stafford Cup. 
Kumar’s absence made it difficult 
for us to control the mid-field be¬ 
cause Sesa played to 4-3-3 forma¬ 
tion while We played 4-2.4" said 
the Tata coach Kalyan Mitra, ‘‘Our 
defence played extremely well and 
were able to overcome the raids of 
the three speedy ri,vals' forwards. 
Of course the heat did afitect the 
hal£ but they 
adjusted themselves to \V\ 
VASCOORKAT MllXfi: 

After having held might Moham-^ 
medan S.C.. Vasc^ shared points 





H AKTOnm SINGH IS 
back in Caflcutta A ru* 
mour was afloat that he 
would not come back to 
play for East Bengal even 
after withdrawing in favour 
of the rlub After practising 
for a few days he had re¬ 
portedly left for Punjab, the 
reason was not known 
though. At that trnie, it was 
heard in some citcles that 
he would not come back 
But he came back a week 
before last Bengal were to 
open their engagements for 
the Federation Cup “Bui 
I’ll not play in the Federa¬ 
tion Cup 1 m not yet in the 

g roper condition to pdav. so 
Y piavmg 111 not be able to 
help the team In fact 1 
would becxime a handicap 
I will still have to piactisc 
more to get into the proper 
condition The heat here in 
Calcutta IS too much for me, 
and would YOU beiicve it. 1 
atlll hod It difficult to ad 
just myself to the Calcutta 
climate". Harjinder s&id 
And what about the rumour 
that he is sitting prettv with 
an offer from the Jagatgit 
Cotton Mills. Phagwara? 


"The offer is adways there, 
so Tm not m a hurry ...When¬ 
ever 1 decide to go back to 
Punjab, 1 can join them. 
But 111 try to get myself 
ad lusted to the piaving con 
dhions here Even tnough 
the members of ray familv 
are not too enthusiastic 
about mv piaving m Cal¬ 
cutta, 1 want to give it a 
tt-y " "No, he has not infor¬ 
med me that he would not 
piav in tife Federation Cup', 
said his coach P K Baner- 
jee "But he has got a dan¬ 
gerous injury His ham-string 
muscle 1 $ torn And about 
his not adjusting to the 
heat? You know, with me. 
the team comes first, the in¬ 
dividual does not matter. But 
let use see if he gets fit 
during the Federation Cup," 
P, K added 


MANJZX SINGU IS AS 
good as h«8 words. Imi 
year, in an interview in 
6pvrkitw<nl4 he had said that 
hi would oitner piay lor 
bast Bengal or quit Bengal 
footbtil Hi would not 
ohangt ooiourst tnat is to 
stay, '*Weii. you see. 1 have 
kept my word". Maniit told 
me the day 1 met him. 
"When 1 law that 1 was no 
longer wihted by East Ben- 
gel i dedaed to quit* Yea« 
1 thi^ I bivo taken the 
right didihm. After all, it is 
better to ULty reguiariy for 
e 'Mii^ teem, tain sit on 
the aweiinis (qr a W team, 
^re OOmidg to Calcutta 
\m federation Cup, 1 




Maidan musings 


\ 



Manjit in action — 7 think I hai'c proved thafi I'm siill 
not fmtshpd* 


had practised veiv haid so 
that I cuuid show the know¬ 
ledgeable bpcctotorb in Cal 
cutta that Last Bengal had 
not treated me prop.nv I 
think 1 have been able to 
prove that I rn stili not im 
ished as a pilaver (ihis 
after the match between 
Punjab Police and Titanium 
m which Punjab Police won 
7 0, and Manjtt was the 
man responsible for thetr 
thumping victory) I’ve Siill 
got i few more matches to 
play, and I only hope that 1 
play as well is 1 played to¬ 
day", said Manjit, 

THE INDIAN FOOTBALL 
Association (IFAi has cap¬ 
tured* th# Mohammedan 
Sporting ground, for the 
morning, to conduct the sub- 
Junior Netional footbeJH 
tournament. Finding no 
other alternative, the Moha¬ 
mmedan Sporting players 
have started praetking in 
the evening, "It is much too 
hotter then but we have no 


other dltexndiive Lciuranga 
Bdiitrjee told me ‘It has 
diiothei disadvantage, we 
have to ptactise more than 
vvhat wc usually do in the 
moiniDg , he added with a 
laugh After Mohammedan 
Spurting drew their first 
match m the Federation Cup 
against VaKO (on Friday 
Aprii 18), they had inten¬ 
sive practice on the follow¬ 
ing Sunday (since .one 
match of the sub-Junior 
wM played that day). 


PERHAPS MOHAUMX- 
dan opurting coach Amal 
Dutta was not aatisfiad with 
ui taam*i peiformanca 
agiioit Pmmier IVrai (evan 
though they beat Pramiar 
4^)), for on the naxt mon> 
log coma of the rteyera 
(Shyamal Ohoah, Bhaakar 

Dinakar. Denis WUilamion 
and Oebashla Roy) ware 
practiiiag. under the guid¬ 
ance of Amal Dutta in 


the small lawn within the 
club tent since a sub-Junior 
match was going on at thetr 
ground. Some of the play¬ 
ers were practising^ ball 
control, while Akbar was 
taking shots at a small tar¬ 
get (perhaps in retaliation 
of his missing an um teen 
number of chances the pre¬ 
vious day). Amal Dutta 
was giving practice to his 
custod an Bhaskar, with 
high 'chips' from a very 
close range to which Bhas¬ 
kar complained* "This is 
not fair Amalda, you are 
'chipping' from so close." 
Amal Dutta laughed away 
the protest and continued. 


I?AST BENGAL’S COACH 
P K B-nerjee feels 
that his players are in the 
best of spirits "That prac¬ 
tice match against Wart 
(Fast Bengal won 10) prov 
ed to be verv costW Some 
of mv kev olavers are in 
fured and I have not vet 
derided upon the first t^^m 
that rii fleM for the op^ninw 
tte in the Federation <^p 
But the olavrrs a^e in high 
spirits and they'll de^nite- 

ly do their best I think 
Mohun Bagan is the 
favourite for the Federa¬ 
tion Cup", P K said two 
days before East Bengal 
played their opening tie 
against HAL 


iviuruBi un j-jaws /UJ-, Tttili 
oulstation teams that have 
come to Calcutta for 
the Federation Cup are find¬ 
ing the weather too hot and 
humid Another difficuli> 
they are going through is the 
lack of time to practice The 
Tata coach K Mitra said * 
Since we are playing on 
alternate days, we hardly find 
any tune to pract.se What 
1 genbrallv do is take the 
players who have not played 
to practise the next even¬ 
ing, so that if a change ia 
reauired, they will not be 
out of practice." The Tita¬ 
nium coach, X. Shankaran 
Xutty uid that they 
are also Ending the 
food sarvad a . prob* 
lam "since propar south 
Indiair food is sot avalabto 
hero, Look,^we had to play 
Just aftor thn dgy we nrny 
ed, ao wa did not gat the 
preettoi needed In a diffa* 
rant cllmata." 


TAUIECE : AFTBR TBI 
match batwaan Punjab Po* 
lice and ^Titanium. Harjinder 
Singh, the right out of the 
former, aufrai^ a heel* 
stroke end w« attended to 
at tha^mW hospital at the 
Eden Oardene. 



with Orkay. The Orkay coach' was 
quite satisfied. *‘Though the game 
was pretty slow, my boys showed 
vast improvement. My medios 
played better. At least they play¬ 
ed to the conditions after the de¬ 
feat at the hands of Premier/’ said 
Srinivas Salian. 

The first thing Albert Fernando 
said was “My players were not able 
to stand and pl^. It was agonising 
to watch them. The weather played 
the best game. Had we been billed 
for the second match like the ear¬ 
lier one, we would have repeated 
the performance against Mohamme¬ 
dan S.C. The first half we domina¬ 
ted, the second they. Our toughest 
man, David D'Souza, couldn’t do 
much. Nor could the forwards. IMy 
ace striker Dominic Soares was all 
dressed up fpr the second half to 
help Jose but when the latter, all 
worked up, said ‘it’s too hot’ the 
former didn’t dare to take the field/* 
concluded the Vasco coach. 

MOHAMMEDAN S.C.— 

PREMIER TERES: 

But all that was said by the 
coach was unnecessary because in 
their next league match against 
Premier Tyres, Mohammedan 
Sporting were just superb. The 
local team played extremely well 
and scored four times against the 
Kerala champions. 

After the match y«jtnal Datta 
said : Vasco is a better side than 
Premier, having" a better concept 
of the game. That is why we had 
some trouble against them. But 
this time my forwards displayed 
better moves. Both Debasis Roy 
(in place of Suroiit Sengupta, who 
was injured) and David Williams 
stretched and got plenty of chances 
for striking. In the middle Akbar 
played better than Shabbir, creat¬ 
ing gaps and penetrating well. Of 
course. Shabbir helped and both 
are moving well so far as under¬ 
standing is concerned. In the 
middle Prasanta was magnificent. 
Sometime he seemed to be the man 
of the match. Amalraj, too, play¬ 
ed well and created chances. After 
Romen Bhattacharjee replaced 
Shyamal Ghosh, the deep defence 
worked well. Romen has more 
elasticity and covers very well.” 

Premier coach Vi jay an showed 
no reaction and said : ’The for¬ 
wards got no support at all. There 
was no ground passing, only high 
lobs. Dr. Qasheer wanted to play 
a good game but excitment got the 
better of him. The same was the 
case with Poulose Jr. In fact, 
Basheer ^yas discouraged for not 
gett^g tlM ball for the first 20 
minutes. Sturdy JafEar was abo 
off form. We played miserably. 
Francis played well in the front 
and Poulose Sr. (the two are not 
related) in the rear. Though my^ 
goalliBM^r Andrews conceded four 
goals, Us performance was better 
than the fimt outing, I have con¬ 
fidence in him. (Mohammedan & C. 

, vmy wOit and deserved to. 


win. But I must give special cre¬ 
dit to Prasanta Banerjee and 
•Shabbir. But I have noticed that 
*the Calcutta forwards tend to play 
individualistically when it comes to 
scoring.” 

PUNJAB POUCE vs 8BSA 

Luck completel.Y deserted SESA in 
their match against Punjab Police. 
The Goa team fought with fire and 
practically took the wind off the 
Punjab sail. For most of the tirpe,- 
articuiarly in the second half, they 
arried the defence of their rivails 
with almost relentless pressure and 
subjected the Punjab citadel to a 
barrage of powerful shots, espedally 
from PraUash Naik, and had it not 
been for. the superlative performance 
by the Punjab Police custodian. 
J halm an Singh, they would not only 
have lost the match, it couild have 
even been a big margin. The Punjab 
team, on the other hand, took the 
opportunity when it came to them, 
and quite early in the first half took 

the lead through Sukhvinder Singh 
who made no mistake after receiving 
a pass from Manjit Singh. h^njit 
was not his usual self, evidently be¬ 
cause the SESA defenders kept a 
close vigil on him right through. 
“And that was the main reason of 
our disappointing performance. Our 
defence also starts cracking under 
pressure. If Manjit had played his 
usual game, like he did. against 
Titanium, 1 think we wouHd have 
won easily. But one should not ex¬ 
pect him to play well every day. 
After all he is getting old”, said the 
Punjab Police coach Gurdev Singh- 

John D’Mello, the SESA coach, 
said : “AVe played better than what 
we had played against Tata. But 
iluck was not with us. It was my 
players who completely dominated 
the show, but they failed to score.” 


tATAS VS TITANIUM: 

The next match gave Tatas the 
shivers as they were billed to play 
against Kerala’s Titanium at 2 p.m. 
—the last against Sesa was at 4 p.m. 
"We really felt the humidity. It 
was exhausting and we played far 
below the previous match level. In 
fact, I made the medips go alow.** 
K. Shankaran Kutty, ^^tanium 
coach, was of the same opinion: 
“It was too hot and we couldn’t 
play”. 

Tata’s coach continued: “Des¬ 
pite the lead Titanium took 
through their veteran Nazim- 
uddin, the ball deflective from the 
inner edge of the upright, we did 
not lose confidence. We had the 
)>etter of the exchanges and we 
won. In fact, we should have won 
by a bigger margin, when we had 
territorial dominance in the second 
half. Out of the five chances, we 
'got, two shwld have been goals— 
Godinho kicked over from point 
blank range and Melvin Oliver's 
20-yard driye hit the crosspiece. 
Now we have to over Punjab 
Police to enter the semis.” 


VASCapREHOER : 

The Vasco-Premier match, which 
the latter won 3-0 was the only one 
marked by frayed tempers especially 
after lemon time. It ended with a 
‘red card* story. According to Vasco 
coach Fernando: “In showing the 
red card, the worst sufferer was 
Jose Fernandes, who was intentio¬ 
nally assaulted by two Kerala play¬ 
ers. (Mind you, my players never 
fight. Milan Dutta is not fit to be a 
referee. First he showed the red 
card to Hamza and Thampee but 
replaced one with a yellow card 
against the latter and then Jose and 
continued the match. According to 
international practice, a referee 
cannot change his verdj,ct. He should 
be suspended by the association ^ 
put into cold storage for six 
months. Then again, why didn’t he 
show the yellow card to Thampee 
who was making so many infringe¬ 
ments. dropping Sahabdeen four 
times? Anyway, we were playing 
and they were scoring. All the 
three goals were due to defence 
lapses.’^ 

But the Premier coach, who was 
satisfied with his team's win, said* 
"Jose tried to kick Hamza many 
times and so the latter retaliated. 
Thampee came to tell Jose some¬ 
thing but Jose kicked him and vice 
versa. Milan Dutta showed the red 
cards to both my player but chan¬ 
ged the verdict on Thampee. I 
agree this is not allowed and I 
agree with the Vasco coach regar¬ 
ding this. After the match I fired 
my boys for this incident. 

“About the match, we had better 
territorial dominance, playing to 
the 2-3-4 form formation like Vas¬ 
co. And they functioned well, es¬ 
pecially my medios. As my boys 
said, had they played like this 
against Mohanunedan S.C. they 
would have done better I played 
a sweeper back last in 1974 and 
won thre^ a 11-India trophies”, con¬ 
cluded Vijayan. 

MD. SPORTIN&ORKAT: 

Mohammedan S.C. sailed into the 
semi-final with a thumping 4-0 
triumph against bottoin-of-the-lad- 
der Orkay in their last Group IV 
league encounter. “My team did not 
take it seriously, as they really 
found no obstruction,” said Amal 
Dutta. “I was only watting when 
the team would score. But wrojit’s 
aosence, and then Debasis Ri^'s 
ankle injury, has caused much con¬ 
cern. I brought in Mir Sajjad but 
he did not click as he had no match 
fitness. So Denis Williamson was 
told to do duty. This lad has quality 
but lacks big match temperament.” 
When questioned that the team did 
not do as well as against Premier 
Tyres the coach said: “Playing tiiree 
90 minutes matches in one week is 
very tiring." 

The Orkay coach said: **Thjcy 
played well and won. 1 was impre¬ 
ssed with captain Amalraj’s pemr- 
mance. Out of the four goals ' we 
conceded, Amalraj’s was the best.” 



PUNXAB FOUCE vs TATA 


Punjab Police by virtue of their 
better goal average entered the 
semi-flnab' and await the winners ot 
Group L They played "safe, relying 
more on defence and when the time 
came went ahead to attack. But 
Punjab Police*.s total reliance on 
Manjit Singh was plaindy evident 
right from the start. Whenever y 
player got the ball, he passed it to 
Manjit who distributed. The tall and 
handsome former international res¬ 
ponded well, always breaking the 
preventive cordon around him with 
disdain and setting up chances lor 
his colleagues. He created a goidcii 
opportunity foi Sukhvinder Singh, 
bdt the flatter could not connect the 
ball that Manjit had lobbed in front 
of the goal. 

Tata could have entered the semi' 
final had Comillo D’Silva got his 
foot in the right place at the right 
time when he received a pass from 
Ganesb Itao on the top of the box. 
and he had only the goalkeeper to 
beat. He pushed it mildlly and Jbah 


man collected it gleefully. The cross- 
piece also stood in between when a 
rasping shot from Ganesh Bao liit 
the bar and came back to play, after 
it had completely beaten Jhalman, 
who remained the only cnistodictn, in 
the tournament, so far not to let in 
any goaH. 

The Tata halves, Ganeah Rao and 
veteran Melwyn Oliver tried their 
best, but tbeff forward proved 
incapable of ocmtinuing their good 
work inside the striking zone. “They 
played to an extent, but they did nut 
nave the finish"’, said the Tata 
coach, K. Mitra. 

Gurdev Singh, the Pumab Police 
coach, said: “We were aeiermined 
not to loose, and to that extent we 
were successful. You must have no* 
ticed one thing. Whenever Manjit got 
the ball, no one could take it away 
from him. He kept the bail) as long 
as he wanted. Our defenders kept 
the ball out of the penalty box and 
our halves also fell back to help the 
defenders. At least we have reacbeti 
the semidmaJs." 


SESA VB TITANIUM 

^ In an inconseouential match. 
SESA defeated Titanium S^l. This 
was their first and only victory in 
the tournament Titaxiium thus com 
pQeted their league matches, with no 
point to their credit 

It was, however. Titanium who 
scored first But, once the Goa team 
eoualised, they Imew no stopping and 
added two more. Play was almost 
dull excepting the hist quarter of an 
hour when the Goa team tried hard 
to clinch the issue. Kulijayan, the 
Titanium left out got the ball from 
Nijamuddin and beat the SESA cus 
todian with an angular shot Machir 
do, who moved up from the mid- 
field banged in a spectacuflar goal in 
the first half itself, equalising for 
SESA. Pour minutes later, the same 
player put SESA ahead when he put 
the ball in from dose from a flag 
kick. Gokuldas Naj^enkar scored 
the last goal for SESA 
34 


SUB-JUNIOR NATIONALS 

Assam do well 

H olders assam and maha 

rashtra joined Uttar Pra<iesh in 
the srrni-fuial from Group A’ and 'B' 
respectively. Assam, wh^n they beat 
Madhya Pradesh 4-B. and Mahara.shira 
by virtue of their drawn oiKOunter 
with Tripura, both on t\\4i same day 

Group IV comprising Mdtiarashtr.i, 
Andhra Pvadesh, Himathtil Piadeslt 
and 'fripura saw keen cornpetitiun 
and one had to wail till the Iasi 
match of the group, between Maha¬ 
rashtra and Tripura, dedded wnich 
team would qualify fur the serui-rmal 
Maharashtra needed only a draw to 
qualify while Tiipura wou'ld in»o had 
to win. 

In fact. It was Tripuid who giH into 
the lea<l, agam-st the run of olay in 
the fourth minute of the liist half , 
when Kii^hnapada Sarkar, their leti I 
Striker, took a prompt shot from the j 
top of tile b<ix afte r receiving a ! 

ball. IV Maharashtra b^ivo did not j 
give up and r'ontiiuioO to iittack • 
looking for the equaliser which v/ould j 
take them to the .semrs They got H | 
just two minutes befou' the final 
whistle when Sayeed Paive/, their 
wily right .striker, headed m a pasj» , 
from the right flank. Sayoed wa.s the j 
brain behind all* the moves and bad it 
not been for the Tiipura stoppf r 
Sankarprasad Majumdar, who was 
outstanding with his anticipation and 
tough tackling. Sayeed cxmld have 
scored more goals 

Maharashtra beat Andhra Pradesh 
by a solitary goal iii tnen nrst iiialcTi. 
Ram Gavana scored beating the on- 
mslung cuslooian after leccivnig a 
pass horn Akhcel Aaswan -- it was 
perhap.s the bc.st goal of the tourna- 

Tapaii Duita (8) on the way to 
register the first hat^nck of the 
tnurruiment 



inent, at least so far. But Andhra 
also had thek chances, but they 
seemed to be goal-shy as it hiad hap¬ 
pened in their brst match againsA 
Himachal Pradesh. 

In their next match, Maharashtra 
accounted for Himacnal Pradesn 3-0. 
It was again Sayeed who opened the 
account m tne initial s^-age of the first 
hulf. They scored again in the 62nd 
minute when left .out Ham Gavand 
capitalised on an inviting centre from 
ni^io i^heeJ Answan, Four minutes 
later, Thomas Casteiino completed 
the tally with a rasping shot from tne 
lop ot the b<JX. 

Tripura started on a mediocre note 
when they drew Iheir hrst match 
against Andhra Pradesn Tne maten 
tailed to piuQuce any flde tnougn 
Andhra Praaesa. were unlucky once 
as P. SuunaRar Rao s shot hit tne 
cros.spiec>e, But toe Tnpura boys 
came iuio <heir cn:inewts in tneir 
next game, aguinst Himachal Pradesn, 
wlunii tuey b,*al /-O. in a fast game. 
Inpuia led 2-0 at vhe interval. Bui 
after tne interval, tney completely 
swept aside their opponent ana scored 
hve more goais. Diiip ^>a^ka^. (3; 
Babuii Nauuv, (2) and Subd 
Das, (2) weie the .scorers. Lacti had 
a chance to sa>re a hat-trick, but 

laiiK'd. 

R ETAiNIJSG FOUR OF THE PLAY- 
ws wao had helpe<l them win 
tne title last >ear. and cooctied bv 
tormcr international. A. La.d, Assam 
beadii thmr que^t to retain tne title 
against haiiways. in wnal was per^ 
baps Uic tougnesi game of the tour¬ 
nament, Assam managed to level the 
sc'ore lew muiute^> betore the iinal 
w'tusde. Tuat Assam was suicesc»tui 
was more due to the tauii of tne 
Radway players, who took defensive 
tactics after Arun Mtahato, their right 
striker had pul them auead. Tney 
began to soy away from me tough 
tacKlings ot the robust and weL-built 
Assam boys and uhimavefy conceded 
a goal, scored by fiirbanauur Chcv^rv. 

Assam were again lucky in their 
aecunu inaicn against Kerala, when 
they scored a goai Cumpieteiy against 
the run of play. It WuS the Keraaa 
wys WOO dominated too proceedings, 
but tney, aioo, shied away irutn tne 
lough lacklings of ihe Assam boys. 
Inteiiigently Uiey ployed aibng the 
ground, trying to avoid tflc strong 
wind whicn was blowing across the 
ground. Some of their players, espe- 
ciaUy right sinker C. C. Antony and 
left-half £. Sbamsudeen were really 
outstanding. But, it is the goals \hat 
ultimately count and Assam got that 
through their right out, Romm San- 
gtuna. 

Employing the tough. hit-and<nin 
football. Assam oompleted their en* 
gagemeot when they trounced 
Madhya Pradesh 4-d, Tapan Dutta 
netting the last three to register the- 
first hattrick of the toumament. 
Earlier Sanen Mushahary had scored 
the first goal, 

SARAJIT OEB. CdIduUa. 


NATIONAL KABADDl 



WfOTiCTi's KabaiUU champtcm, Bemal ’mapped m thev amwU at Howrah 
itaiton 


Punjab's 
'Bruce Lee' 
sets a trend 

ACHINTYA SAHA returns 
from AUeppey and tells 
SUBHASH SAROAR that 
the 28th championshtps 
marked the emergence of 
a brand of kabaddi players 
that could change the very 
approach to the sport 

''PHI GHOl NI) VtAS NOl lii> DO 
■i. the Cxjiidjtions were hot 

iiui hiinud !l w vtry exdaustiiift 
bni sUii ilu 000 oOd plavers. fiorn 
men and 17 wf im n s ioui^iii 

v\ithour vhowmK any binl 
ui thtii stdiuina Inc /iOlh 

Kabfiddi iStaiioiials (April 16 lo 20) ar 
Allepp prcxUiccd a vt»v hj«h stand 
ard ot teohniquf 

ILis Touiiiarm ot ii>und a Brnci 
].ce ui the MnuiLK^mle ilalwiodpi 
^Migh of i'uojdb HiLs i vfi Mnijmg 
SKiui l^unjtib persomu I wno 

haa ‘‘howu comm ndabh cool 
tUioughoul tiu inici waa tnc ^vao 
sure ot ati cvcb J vlii bus t< numaU » 
and otiiciah) were du/cd by hx> r 
tormame Balwindir w<us too last loi 
anybodv — evtu tm tne truiiaa 
taia bantaraxii Yaaav who had this 
to coinmciu pciiorinancc has 

made me lorgct the gome His wav 
oi raiding had the Wuch oi the 
matliai ait and. with consiimmate 
edbe he obtained pomLs wdiioui 
huruiig hus anus In tact, hi did not 
laip toi the exibtence ut any ol his 
antis or raiders I he 22 yeai old po 
liceman entered the opponents couit 
with a loud cant His penetration 
oKca made many letreat And at the 
tune ol struggUe, it was found that 
his pivotal 1 oration with tne peitcct 
centre of gravity of his body enabled 
him to come to his own court leisure 
Iv It was Punjab all the wav And 
this wa& the first time that the daik 
horse of the Nationals laid bare the 
$o*called supremacy of the Moharash 
tra men, beating them 21-4 in the 
semi-'hnals. The victors had displayed 
perfect skiUi and power. The unbeal 
en Pool *b' champions Punjab then 
crushed debutants Services 2216 

What was the secret belund Pun¬ 
jab’s dazzling virtocy? First, most of 
toe Players who participated had 
been helded m the last three Nation¬ 
als. Mostly belonging to Punjab 
Police, these players came under the 
direct care ol the State. They were 
given Intensive training for one 


Jiol< \tdi hi one platf Ihev ati 
tt»)^cihci tiaihod togtthci and slay 
id t )H tlir t vw'j-hoii any outsidp inter 
f( tiKc J ill ir dediiatioii and that ol 
the Sta*i ijsocialKJn siu^ftaiy P P 
Sin(;h saw Iheni Ihiough Mi Sin^h 
pJouiMd 10(30 to c irh pdayci »f 
lb jio won ai.d ihcy on their 
pa " kept tbfir promise oi emerging 
iMitors TMck thiy w<ic v< ry parli 
cular about the lood Ihc food that 
was icived duiing the touruaincnt 
was vej^etarian And to give them 
4iui}*^ till playi rs consumed 
c^t itasL 10 Kk ftiapei* alter their 
ni< ais And this is no exa*;.gcialiun 

it Malu* a dill a tln^ unbeaten 
Pool A viiimpion want lo ngain 
tIu liloTf th< V ihould change the 
iluii ippiuacii ♦o ttie g inic after 
uhat IhLV h i4l sun I mm Piirnab 
Ag luj rht w ly Iht ir pool runners up 
SMvicts iTiadi their s^^^attollal de 
but h,is set sp< iL loveis thinking ihe 
iipsit ot iht lhl^l|>^on^ [or the 

p ist iwu year* was toliowed by 
auolhei wilt n lunoer^up bloil 
1 jdiKx laikd to quality toi the 

UiuKkout '^tage I hen miserable pi»r 
loiinance could iaigely b(‘ altiibuted 
to then U^ck ol team spirit though 
individual poti nliuls Wf*ie better 
the i whai they weio m the laxt 
Nationals Ihc Indian Hallways top 
l>ed Pool IJ’ followed bv Karnataka 
Hallways met their watcilou, in liie 
.eniis at the handi* ol auolhei mst*- 
tutjonal di bulants Servu^s 11 12, d< s 
put the cxp4»nencc they hod 

Pool ‘C .sdw^ Madhya Pradesh on 
top but MP failed to hnd a berth in 
th( semis And Bengal, composed irt 
ncwconieis, as all the best potentials 
wire gidbbed bv in;Slitulioas like the 
peJcT, Hallways and Steel Plants per 
foimed encouraginglv, winuing lour 
out ot the MX league matches 


Liko tUtir made countcipaits, the 
MdiiaiaMilra women, wmmis tor 
2S including the last touplo ol 
years, got the shoUc ot tkwir lilc 
when debutants Indian Hallways de- 
teated them 14-6 m thetr Pool ‘A’ 
league encounter. Although the re 


ignmg oiiamps quaiihcd lor the 
knockout, It was quite a depleted 
Side as the Railways inducted nio^t 
of the stalwarts. Manipur, who finish 
cd second to Andhia Piadesh in 
Pool 'B could have don«‘ better had 
they the seivic'es oi three good play¬ 
ers who were unable to go to Alleppv 
due to Iheir exaininatjons To an ex¬ 
tent the Punjab women’s team did 
well to top then Pool ‘C unbeaten, 
but were unfortunate not to make 
the semis, while West Bengal undei 
th< able leadership ol Monika Nath, 
rn ide a clean swe< p of their pool ‘D 
league licj They played with detei- 
niination and <^nli(jenoe, and showed 
wondeilul team spirit With that 
itkxkI they look on the defending 
champions Mahara^htia in the semi 
(mails Both played a defensive game, 
but due to bettei teamwork and finei 
skill Bengal edged out Maharashtra 
2 1 llie last tiiTu Bengal had beaten 
them was in the 1976 Bangaloie 
Nationals In the othei serni hnal. 
Hallways won a close match against 
Andhra 64 to meet Bengal 

Ibe disapiiuerl people ol Adlcpuev 
whose spoiling geUiire is woith 
mention, got then money’s woith. 
when the Bengal raiders snatched 
pomls light fiotn tho beginning and 
at one lime the sroie was 12-iiil 
Howcsei Hallways who had huiiibl 
cd iiiighiy Maharashtra m then pool 
match, managed two points a& a &d\ 
,ng /L,idc# and lost 2 12 to finish 
luuiieisup It was a tiemcndous 
.icIiK vcinciit for the debutants! 

Mear while, the Ainateui Kab<Hidl 
fedoiatioii of India elections sche 
doled to br- held was deferred to 
August next The reason is best 
known to the genera) seaetary But 
ad I ihe items in the agenda of the 
annual general meeting were earned 
out smoothly, only the elections 
were adjourned In the meeting, it 
was decided that tlie 29th Nationals 
will be staged m Maharashtra The 
AM i chief official said that the 
programme of activities included the 
invitation of a Pakistan team to play 
‘lests’ against India this yeai 


QUADRANQULAR HOCKBY 

Bodhi, Surjit 
blame umpires 

UIN DLFEAi ONi SUFTFRS, BUT 

1 1 have returned a happy and 
contended man ' This was said by 
Incrna hockey captain Surjit Sin^i'h 
houis after his nturn from Kuald 
Luinpiii In his hist interview after 
tne quadrangular hockt^y tournament 
held tnere recently huijit Singh told 
bportswirrld that he was happy with 
the pcrtorintiiicc of his team, espe¬ 
cially the youngsters India had been 
able to show the world, what Indian 
hocl«v cKtually is It was only due 
to bad umpviing that India tmished 
third HI lh< four nation tuurnamcnl 

In the first niaUh against Pakis 
tan India was able to convince their 
opponents that they still posed a 
piobiein for them But for the bad 
umpiring the whole complexjon of 
the game woiilld have been changed 
And It was not for nothing that the 
spectators protested after the match 
was over 

All this seems coirect for almost 
dll the Malaysian pa^irrs has also 
sajd the same thing For instance, 
the Star Sport says *At the 'FPCA 
stadium the Indian hockey showed 
patches of their foimer brilliance 
finally m Kaiislnk M Shahid M 


Fernandes and Jaffar Iqbal, India 
have found forwards capable of cut 
ting through the Pakistan might In¬ 
dia's 1 3 defeat is not a reflection of 
their positive pflay, especially in the 
second half Had it not been for um 
pire Ian Pitts’ strange decisions and 
lust bad luck for India, it would 
nave been closer* 

Another piece in the same paper 
throws more light on the nature of 
the game the two countries played 
Despite a sluggish uneven ground 
and poor umpiring, Pakistan and In 
dia entertained about 5.000 spectators 
to bright hockey India were unlucky 
to lose 1 3 having had to bear the 
brunt of the poor umpiring’ Hovi 
ever, the paper also brought forth 
the chinks m the Indian forward line 
md said that it lacked Pakistan’s 
finish which meant the difference 
between victoiy and defeat About 
the umpifl-mg the paper wiote 
Sometimes it happens The unipiie 
IS not always right This was the case 
at the FPCA stadium where the In 
dia Pakistan game was marred by 
some very questionable calls Thcic 
us no doubt that poor umpiring spot 
kd what could have been a sph?ndid 
game* Even the Pakistani officials 
agiced that the umpiring was not up 
to the mark’ The Star quoted Pakis 
tani manager, Khalid Mehmood Tn 
did di times played belter than us 
On this pitch, India could have won’ 

Referring to Mohammed Shahid’;> 
award of the Player of the Tourna 
nient. Surjit said “It looks so heat 
tening and encouraging to find an 
Indian player so acclaimed at the 
internationdl level I hope that m a 


couple of years Shahid would be* 
come one of the best players” 

t ^OACH GURCHARAN SINGH BO 
dhi, when contacted said 
Ihough we could not bring any 
happy news for the countrymen, yet 
the team which, was assembled and 
tiained for onAy IS days peiforincd 
to my satisfaction ” Bodbi thought 
that the camp at Chandigarh for the 
prepaiation of the 1975 World Cup 
was the best because it spanned for 
about three months, in which the 
Punjab Government spent a huge 
amount of money 

Coming to the player of the toui 
nament, coach Bodhi said that dur 
ing the Patiala camp, no one had 
imagined that bbahid would givi 
such an extraordinary performance 
Close to Shahid, was the Pakistan 
goal keeper Qamar Zia who boldly 
facx!d the Indian onslaught He said 
that in a few days he would submit 
the report but if he is asked by 
anyone for some additioiiail mfornia 
tion, he would gladly give it 

Bodhi also complimented the 
players for their good behaviour on 
and off the held 

Ihe team was moulded like a mill 
tary unit He also said that hence 
forth the IHt should include a doc 
tor HI the squad For instance Mcr 
vyn Fernandez suffered from food 
poisoning He disclosed tliat he had 
not received any information so tar 
regarding the hockey camp at Ban 
gdioic 

HARBANS SINGH VIRDI 
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Sportspeopie 


Bhowmik retires 

i^rliTIHEN 1 CAME TO PLAY IN 

VV C«ilcutta, I didn't announce my 
arriviL 1 don't sec any i*eason why 
1 tbould declare rny retirement.” 
Subhas Bhowmik, the stormy petrel 
of Calcutta football aaid conversa¬ 
tionally just before the Federation 
Cup commenced in Calcutta. Bbow* 
mik, who laitt played for East Bengal 
in the 1979 season, did not turn up 
for practice 

Subhas Bhowmik came to Calcutta 
from north Benitai in 1966, enrollinj; 
tn Cbetla Boys School. His first stint 
in top-level football was with Spor¬ 
ting Union, a first division side. But 
he came into prominence after he 
Signed .up for Rajasthan A.C. He pro¬ 
vided a rare instance, in the Sixties 
of a plaver from a club other than 
the ‘Big Three’, to be selected for 
the Bengal team to plav in the Natio¬ 
nals, 

He was recruited bv East Bengal in 
the late Sixties, from where he swit¬ 
ched to Mohun Dagan. He went back 
again to East Bengal in 1973, after 
a row with Mohun Bagan officials and 
stayed there for four years Then he 
switched back again to the maroon 
and green, only to go over, in 1979, 
to East Bengal. In his chequered 
career Bhowmik darzled spectators 
and opponents alike with his body 
swerves, his tremendous thrust and 
bulleMike shots. He is the only plav- 
er. in recent times, who functioned 
equally well as striker and flankman. 

A temperamental star from the 
very start, his quick bunts of temper 
equalled his sudden switch to cool 
gentlenianliness. ‘T have no regarets. 
Football h $9 atrved me well. And. 1 
feel. 1 have also served the fame to 
the best of mv abilKies. I have al- 
waya wantod to play the game In the 
•pirit of the game.” This is borne 
cut by many incidents. AUo. hU for- 
titude and his confidence in himself 
han always been evident. *T didn't 
mind Manash Bhattacharjee getting 
to be flrst choice in Mohun Began, 1 
worked hard and earned my berth in 
the Mohun Bagan team again." 

. Bhowmik has a lot of mamoriaa, 
s^e vary good, aome not savoury, 
"These clubs have a way of life. For 
axample. the atmosphere in Mohun 
Began is unrivalled. That Is the only 
club in the city to which one can go 
in the evenings and spend time 
casually. The atmoaphere in East 
Bengal was different. Ihere was 
always a sense of dedication, a ques¬ 
tion of do or die. 

"But I feel thdt when you have 
played in these two clubs, you can't 
opt for any other---even if it means, 
kea work^outs, leas sweat and leas 
ooncem . About one'i midriff. So 
iV$ 


A CENTURY WITH A DIFFERENCE 



'GUY THE GORILLA’ OPENS HIS ACCOUNT, th* first of hit on* hvndt 
ed botllts of diampofftit (in London on April 15) which ht won as ths 
7th Playboy’s Vietoria Club Champagne Century Aunrd. Botham had won 
the otMm on February 6 with a magnifieent century at the Melbourne 
Cricket ground during England's Australian tour. The award is presented 
each season to the first England cricketer to score a century tn a Test 
series. Botham travelled all the way from Somerset to London to receive 
hit better of bubbly.' 
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behind in the final of charges at Scotland's wing forward Mike Biaaar from 
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J.OSGFS'l ]l;MP Fogun^U skids along the ground with his mangled bike, after breaking the world record for 
thr l'inq(\st motorbike jump ... but it wasn't official 
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Crossword 


Gridman 


59 



ACROSS 


1 And 12 Ac A last minute or 
unexpected victory (8, 6) 

8 The ability to hit the target (3) 

9 This down in football means ' los¬ 
ing by a goal* (3) 

10 To go. proceed, as in all hands 
— aft* (3) 

11 Trousers jnade of a strong twilled 
cotton fal)ric (6) 

12 See 1 Ac ^ 

14 Lady in garden suit ? (5,2.6.) 

17 With full vigour, each batsman 
has been dismissed (3.3) 

19 Floating Treely without being 
steered (6) 

23 A alang name for the F A 
Challenge Cup (3) 

24 Mushtaq—. former Indian cricke- I 
ter (3) 

25 Pasture-land on mountain m 

Switzerland (3) 

26 in school sports, children may be 
classified according to this (3-5) 

DOWN 

1 —tourer a usually two-passen¬ 

ger sports coupe (5) 

2—holiday entertainment at the ex¬ 
pense of others’ suffering (5) 

3 A durable player who plays every 
game for a team for a number of 
years (7) 

4 And 22 On A rock face with a 
slope of more than 90 degrees 
that extends back toward the 
climber (8) 

5 Blocked in golf? (7) 

0 Breaks to pieces through ^ fail or 
collision (7) 

7 Jal— a game similar to hand¬ 
ball (4) 

13 In baseball, at the expense of a 
oartlcuiar pitcher (3) 

14 To earn the right to compete in 
the semifinal or final stage (7) 

15 —Award In the US, an award 
presented to ihe outstandirtg joc¬ 
key of the year (7) 

19 Travelling on foot, walking (7) 

18 Occupied with, as In “-mis** 

cWef'*^ (9,2) 

V. 


20 A State of the USA (5) 

21 A device used In Ice-fishing de¬ 
signed to hold a baited line end to 
signal when a fish bltea( (3-2) 

22 See 4 On 

(Solutions next arcea) 


Quostiort box 


w > udh r adyi 

Gengaram Sapkal, Bombay. 

Q When and where did Dennis 

Lillee make his Test debut ? 

A: Dennis Lillee played his first 
Test V tzngland (6th Test) at Adelaide 
in 1970-71 season in Australia 

Aslam Nawab, Bermo. 

Q What IS the Test record of 
Younis Ahmed and when did he make 
his Test debut 7 

A Younis Ahmed of Pakistan has 
played two Tests (four tnntngsj and 
scored 89 runs at an average ot 22 2b 
with 62 as highest score against New 
Zealand at Karachi in 1969-70 in his 
debut match. 

Vivek Shirke, Jamshedpur. 

Q What are the Test Dowling re¬ 
cords of Charlie Griffith and Roy Gil¬ 
christ and their best bowling figures 
in Test ? 

A. Charlie Griffith, in 28 Tests 
bowled 5,631 balls, and captured 94 
wickets for 2,683 runs at 26 54 with 
6/36 as his best bowling Roy Gilchnst 
in 13 Tests bowled 3,227 balls and 
captured 57 wickets for 1,521 runs at 
26 68 with 6/55 as his best bowling 

Tirtha Chakraborty, Dibrugarh. 

Q What 13 the Test batting record 
of Ambar Roy ? 

A Ambar Roy has made 91 runs 
in seven innings of four Tests <w 13 00 
with 48 as his highest score 

Prahlad Ghosh, Calcutta. 

Q : What is the date of birth of A H 
Kardar'^ What was his Test record 
when he was the captain of Pakistan 
cricket team*? 

A; Abdul Hafeez Kardar was born 
%n January 17. 1925 at Lahore and 
in three Tests against India he made 
80 runs in five innings at an average 
of 16 00 For Pakistan, he played 23 
Tests making 847 runs and taking 21 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 88 



Wickets at an average of 24.91 siHf 
45 38 respectively 

Q: Who were the managers of Indts 
and Pakistan cricket teams, when they 
first clashed in the 1952-53 Test series 
at Delhi? Who were the umpires of 
that Test? 

A: While Mohammad Hussain was 
the manager 6f Pakistan tourists, in 
1952-53 there was no custom of ap¬ 
pointing a manager for the local teams 
Messrs B J Mohoni and M O Vijays 
sarathi umpired the Delhi Test 




QUESTIONS 

1. What Is the highest total for a 
Ranji Trophy tie (one side) 7 

2. And the lowest ? 

3. Who is credited with the highest 

individual score In a Ran]! 

Trophy innings ? 

4 How many players have scored a 
century in both innings of a 

RanJl Trophy tie more than once ? 
5. Who Is the only player so far to 
have scored a century on debut 
in both innings of a Ranji tie? 

8. Who holds the record for scoring 
most runs in a Ranji season? 

7. And who holds the record for 
bagging most wickets In a Ranil 
season ? 

8 Who has claimed most wickets In 
a Ranji Trophy match 7 

9 Who Is the only bowler to have 
performed a hat-trick twice In the 
same innings of a Ranji tie 7 

10. And who is the only bowler to 
have secured a hat-trick on his 
Ftanji debut 7 

ANSWERS 

'ZS-998t ui euood 19 ejiysej 
-neg jsuiaOe leej egi peAeigoe 
enttsejBiieM lo euefuad 'g a *Ot 
1^-9961 ut JBSiiJUiV te 
qBfund ujdMMON tsuie6e jBej eih 
peAeiqoB seoiAiss lo g T *6 
99SS61 '9uno|BO te qsepBJd 
bAmpb^ jsuibBb 601 S)e)|OiM 
JO iequjnu lenbe ub peuiiB|0 
IBOueg JO eatJeneMO *d '99^81 
UI 'jeiijea 09-8961 uf jndOBN te 
BqqjBpiA jsu(B6e f01 JOj $(. ^oox 
oqM uBmeBfBd JO ejdno d *8 0 

0Z-8761 sje>|OiM gg mpm 
npBN IIULiei JO uBABi|6BJiB)tueA *S 'Z 

9y-kk01 til 800‘1 
pejoos oqM Aequiog jo ipo^ 8 U 9 
69-3961 9poJBg jb BpoJBg 
ISUIbDb o*u 001 PU9 091 pejoos 
OMM iBJBfno JO JotOBJjuoo T *N *9 
(69-3981) ennoiBO 

JB pBQBiapAH ISUIBDB 811- P^B 

311 *(^-6961) >|i>Wno t® BSSMo 
JSUIBOB 0Jft pUB 0Z1 POJOOS OMM 
IBOueg JO Aoy d puc (09-6^61) 
BpOJBg \B JB)||OH SA iOl PUB 061 
*(S|r-ky6l) BUOOd 19 BJ1M9BJ9M1>W 
SA 391 puB /31 pajoos oqM 
BpOJBg JO BJBZBH 8 A — OMi > 
'6k-9kei tJ| BUOOd 19 JBMBIMIByi 
ISUIbOb o*u 0yy peJOos omm 
B 4MSBi9qByi| jo JBMlBquutN '9 '9 *6 

•(9C-yeei) iBSiiiUiv ib bipuj ujo 
-tniON SA qBfund UJeMtnog Xq ZZ *9 
*(9y-geei) i« sbjpbw 
SA JBiitOH Aq (peJBioep) 8 m 316 H 






'Bridge 


Borin Schap ro 

The third question in the Christmas Quiz, 
in which competitors were asked to 
place possible answers In order of merit, 
was as follows 

0) With North South vulnerable the 
bidding goes 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 NT (12 14 

^ points) 

dbir pass 2 0 


South holds 

4 A K 0 J 7 
y A K 5 
6 042 
4K7 

In what order of ment do you place the ' 
following calls 2 NT, 3 NT, three 
dtainonds, three spades, four spades? 
Answer 3 NT 2 NT, four spades three 
diamonds, three spades This is not an 
easy problem m the sense that any one 
of the five possible answers could be 
right However, on balance. I feel that it is 
right to push three spades to the bottom 
OT the list, closolv followed by three* 
diamonds there are so many hands 
where partner will simply pass m sp*te 
of holding the odd card or two that will 
make game possible Equally any dnect 
plunge to game could prove wrong 
Partner’s bidding has suggesteci that 
be has a distinctly weak hand with long 
diamonds and he is unlikely to do any 
thing constructive unless South takes 
violent action Eour spades has certain 
merit but as partner is sure to be short 
of high cards it is likely that tne doVrvo 
can score an c'culy ruff m diamonds 
I feel that a no trump game is the mo t 
promising ch»incf but it is dost wtielher 
3NT or 2NI IS the best choice Being 
an aggressive player by nature I would 
settle for 3 NT 1 am fully prepared to 
admit that 2 N1 may work out better 
This was the fourth question 
(4) At game all Ihn biddtrig goes 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 



1^ 


pass 

3 NT 

pass 

«♦ 

pass 

pass 

pass 

pass 

dbte 

pass 


South hOids 

4J7e32 

y 10 2 

0 K 10<»4 2 

and has to leaa Atter partner s double 
(presumably Lightner and suggesting 
that he might defeat the contract if 
South finds an unusual lead) there Is no 
question r'f pu -hing out a trump or one of 
partner s su t He has expressly asked 
us to do something else vVith the choice 
lying belwet'n spades and d'amonds and 
expecting partner *o be able *0 score a 
ruff in one of tht>e suits (for wl y else 
should he double? If 1 e has got two 
natiiral trump tricks it ctoesn t ready 
matter what wo 'eid) I would chupse a 
low spadn 

If my partner knows wl at he is doing and 
I hdvr' struc k his void we should cTefeat 
the* contract Rut it I have guessed the 
wror g suit my hold i g in diamonds may 
still prodm e a Inc k u-j its own right and, 
should my paitrur have been void in 
diamonds, failure to lead the su«t may 
not piovp to be fatal 


Chess 


P^tr r ciarkp 

ScjfimwhPrc the practical player must 
draw the line between a wholesome deter 
mination to w n and threwing objectivity 
tr tl t‘ winds fo err hio 'ar on the one 
ide brings caution and the tendency tc 
draw to err tor far on Iht other brings 
n'ny painful disasters gamos lost 
through excessive optimism and subjec 
tivuy 1 he danger is perhaps at its worst 
wIh r you are Black and ad )pl a < ounter 
gambit m ord^r to seize imhative as 
( n IS possit'le In stnrtly objective 
tc rrn^ >ou are already getting out of step' 
t r lt( sf(ond playe» has no right to 
exp( ct !o take \A/hito s prorogativt , away 
from him at the outset I he following 
{jvuo illustrates what may happen to 



Black wheh thmgs go wrong m such 
circumstances He tries to improve the 
play in a critical fine of the Henmg 
Schara Gambit and quickly finds his 
position reduced to rums 
Whrt«) Frilt BaUMHaah; Black KeanaMi 
Meaaera. Queen s Gambit Declined Tarraset 
UefenLe (Potter Memorial Tournament, T9?' 
76) 

I |»-04,P-CH; 1 P-aS4,P-IU 

s Kt-QB3,P-aM; 4 BPxP 

Nornal is 4 KP x P, leading to situations with 
an isolated QP and attendant complrcations 

S OxP, Kt-QB3; • Q-Of.PxF 

7 QxP, B-Q2; I KI-B3, Kt-B3 

9 Q-01, B-QB4; 19 P-K3, OK2 

II B-K2««-e-^9; 19 0^9,P^KKt4K 

Bieck has freedom for his pieces and a handy 
lead in development as compensation for the 
pavi^n sacrificed However the advance of the 
KKtP stems to achieve tittle apart from weak 
eninu fhr (org otatk diagonal 
13 P ' QKt4 . ., 

This Ihru^ fas much more hitf than 6lick,» 
The prwv 1 has to be accepted and then White 
has two op*^' attacking flies 

13 ... B X KIP 

Tak ng wi‘h the Knight is possibly better 

14 Q-Kt3, KR>Kt1;1S B-Ktl, B-KB4 

19 n- Kt9. B-K3: 17 Q-B9, Q*'B4 

,sere had hoptd to roach huuality after tho 
oxc 1 angn 0 ^ Ocoon<: bu‘the weak spotj n his 
pos tion still rr Hkf t'^emselves felt m the end 
game 

18 Kt-KtS, QxQ, 19 llxQ, K-Ktl 
99 B-Kt9. Kt-Q2 

Ai B K/* oftprod moro charu es 

21 P - Qlt3, B - K2. 22 B « 03, Kt - B3 

23 KKt - 04 

WliiU Ocmindt on ot ih s su lare s» of dot sive 
signifi^rtfiCP 

23 . . . Kt X Kt 24 B X Kl, R x a 

29KlxR. BxP; 29 R Ktl, K - R1 

27 Kt KtS. B - K2, 29 Kt B7ch. K < Ktl 

29 Kt X B. P X Kt. 30 B - R9, P - Kt3 

31 R-B9. Realont 

Competition G412 Solut ci lext week 
Bier k 



Blai. k to plav How did the game finish ? Grade 3 
(me I um) 

Pr 70S of £b for the first three correct soluhons 
nd yours on a postcBid to Chess Conipotition 
0412 The Sunday Timeb 12 Coley* Street 
London WC99 9yT by February 2 

Solution to 0411 fAtokhfno - Tylor, Mar-* 
gato, 1937). (9f2/1p4li1/p1ptPtp/3p1rNt|/ 
2P2b2/9R1/PP103P/9RK-Whlto to play.) 

Alokhine proved that White (an win as follows 

39 0 B3ch ft(Bl)-B3 (not 30 B - K4 

40 Kl - B3chl) 40 Kt - K4ch B x R. 41 R x Bch 
K - R1 42 0 X Rch R X 0 43 R - Ktech Black 
resigned since after 43 K x R, 44 K x Rrh 
K - B1 45 Kt X 0, P X P, 46 K - Kt2 the ending 
IS easy for White 

Problem No 1979. Solutioh next week 
I. Xoplor {Vossi%chQ ZeiiunOt 1933) 

(2B kibi /I nl P4/3P4/09N K/7B/3p4/t/9 * 9 
whito men; 9 black.) 

yvhite to play and mate in five moves 

Solution to No 1974 BMocohOi <9/9P4 INp? 
1ptPtbR/1p1fc3N?1K39hp/M3iiB/7B - mat# 
in two.) 1 R - K3 (zuQiwang) (a) i , , 6 x Kt, 
2R-K4, (b)I, . BxR, 2 Kl^aa, (c) 1 , 
Kt-*86;2Kt-$6j (dyi , KtxKt.2R-03, 
(e) 1 KttR, 2B-K5J © 1 , , * KxP, $ 
P - 08 •* 0. <a) U - K 9 R j 2 0K . 
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BETTER FEBFQBICAIICE! 
EASIERBIDB! 




Loiif«riif»: Fpr RMdstw N 
Omlap uw • MW. radieallif in- 
jWWMl rabbw 

99, Ht iangtf tr««l wmt, hmgtr 
lift- Makiof It tMgiMi' than »nr 
M9t$. 

StiMfiirbMd: RMtftt«r99't 
MW, rtiaforetd Iwa4 utwn 
9Mtw paiformaKt in today's 
tMgh OMditims. 


Mon CMMiMtlWt iMk In 
■ dd iU nn, yw km Rwdttnr 99 *i 
wnil knMiR frMd twttw* dMi 9 R< 
•d far wini—H fnIHnf rnif 
tMM.llllMMmlMridillfl.Mm 
nalMtfwydn. 




I »K 1- y 4^ 


from tho pooph who ^tw^ys 
Bhmyou the that intyr 99 . 
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Amazing reports of 
relief from gum trouble 

4___ . . • __ _ 


Two of the many letters Fortum’s users write nf their ewn eecorti 


“Not only cleans teeth, 
hot also has capacity to do 
away with dental tronhles” 

“ Whenever I myself or any other 
member of our family suffers from 
m teeth and gums, we apply 
Forhan’s Toothpaste . the pain 
subsides in no time. Your rorhan’s 
toothpaste not only cleans teeth but 
also has capacity to do away with 
dental troubles ” 

(S4/- De«pa Sluiraa Patwsrdban, BonlMy) 

(PholMliti of thm m4 otker such Icitcn cm be mm 
at uy office of Geonrey Maimctt A Co. L«l.) 


*S..Helpiiig to possess 
a sound gum.*.” 

*T have no hesitation to use the 
sup^atives about the quality of 
Forhan’s, an ideal Paste for all, mainly 
for those who are sufrering in gum 
troubles and with teeth. 

In my college life I became a victim 
of gum troubles but my college 
physician advised to use the Paste 
which helped me and still now 
helping to possess a sound gum...” 

Gow KUwr ddmlMrti, ll«r4wMi> 


lake care of your gums 
with Rirhan's, the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 

Dr. Forhan’s exclusive formula 

The powerful astringent action of Dr. Forhan’s formula 
strengthens the gum surface to help you resist gum 
troubles 

Dentists say 

Gum troubles can lead to the loss of even healthy teeth. 
So brush your teeth and massage your gums night and 
morning with Forhan’s Toothpaste and Forhan’s Double 
Action Toothbrush. 



«nUSH 
YOUI» TegtH 
WITH »T” 

VMC omoeMw 

fOOWtMbSTI 

TftIH 


IS i foiMaffiL O fk s 
NSW YISMa Cam 





















ASIAN TT WILL CHINtSEl 
H&C^rMONY CONTINUE 

Tf< fflh A i in championships 
will be lh€ testing ground for 
Chire t soprematy in table 
ti nn» p pc ully aflci tho 
JjpdMc t su Cj( d rhf id in the 
last Worldi P jnKaj Ru»aUa 
h el that tho p >G»tions earnt i 
h/ iho^b tw( nines in 
hull l umpui wi 1 ternain 
iirKhinc]fd ir C alcutti Also 
Tormer 1 TM one ary Phan 
bharma explari^. why he quit 
AfKl X rmiiq orovides clues 
If hii ri 0 to Ihe No 1 posilioi 



12 II(I I vkNOMINAL Hlbi Of 

»\Ap I n> y 

D »tal UI ^ hit th*" ail 
fidi f Ai 0 h* aforr 
! it 


1 



(Ainjrr* HAM L OM'NAI 

Iho 3f»..ond w^tR of the 
f ederation Cup ^ aw Mnhun 
Ddgan ai d f a l Bengal t r use 
thf<5UQh to ’he -^emj fmaf'J 
P K Banorjee gives hjs p ck 
of the outstBtlort talent 


THE DEPARTMENTS <^PECfAl FEATURFo 

3 lettere 20 Ba^ry Richards skelched by 

5 Sporting Life Michael M<*hord 

IS Sportspoople IS English County reason atarla 

36 News Ftound-up 3S Pootball m England 

3S News In pictures 

40 Puakan 

41 QuIztCrossword 
Question Box 

43 Ch65S|Brldge| 

Laughs from 
Europe 


Cover transparency of Pak Yung Sun and Kapil Dev by 
Nikhll Bhatlacharya and of '^arry Richards by Patrick Eagar 


Edror M«an‘iui All Khan P^Uudi 
^««ociat« Editor Aiijy Kumiif Editor Ahjlt Sen 

Editorini Staff RanjJtlrumsr 3h0ie Alok Dasgupta Subhaj Sarcar 
Staff Pbotccraphdr N Whil Bhatta-harya « , r . 

Bombay cofraapond^nt Haroah Munvyanl Art Oireotor Dipul tjuhe 

Pubiiahad from S PraMa Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 andjjr nUi at 
Aranda Offeei Prtvate ltd ** 748 C I T Schajfie No VI M CaJeuha 
700064 by Bappa0i1v« Poy for Ananda Bazar Patnka Limited 



How to revive 
Bengal tennis 

B INUAI HAS Bl IN 
th< niiiSLiv ot ItiJidu 
tennis <u the. j>ast ihnuKh 
tht stMvi t'* ol lh( bi^>t 
Ndtsuitul (Jtih Mr Akbtrtr 
AJi tU still iVdltdbk fo 
till ‘‘titc ilu>ii Bl lA 

how as It Uiir out p(jv<is 
<f»ir Ihi ita <f Ihi'iinit, 

I ill juvl l(iv<ltp Mookttiid ! 
Ltuikl not tiicikt then uiuik 
in lh( nitiunal oi niter 
lulunii hil<M it this ts 
»n diWy WJ> tounrUid with 
pi n lU;^ f li lilies wh> b-d 
Viliv Aninti \ dtudvd tf* 
pi iLlisi Ml ( ulniit I in tin 
lOMnu/^ nioiilh to pupui 
hin srit foi tl < Wtinbbdoi 
< hjmpionshsp^ 


Wit 11 Ml Nm sh KunMi 
liposi n his found ds \ j 

ill s in his IItIf U I I futi 
thi uius'vroots in ivpi'tt'- ) 
vofifi Mituli 10 is in ilut ' 
III* si tn h«is lh( tiknt 
vyliv ht ul'd lilt* dssmiilioo 1 
iH\ I \i not t ikf the It id | 
In Uiiiiii ils When \ 

tin V bavt a rt*iular n> i'ii 
in;t» sfhiNiu the task is iiut 

difiir Mil till thrill 

Bi I u? an ox HI IA ti aini*4* 
(nnd/lati Mtics) i had the 
pipibRo of wttchinie tht 
coa(hin« tn< *ho<ls M M» i 
Dilip Hove (then *ilhir 
foifh) who (ould piodute 
lh<*jnttt f?vciip and minv 
others vrrv clone to theii 
>t inddtxl What is misstnaf 
now is his dedtcJtmn dfeti 
plini df voiion tnd laiHa 


ATTSAfTiON fleAomi 
I emrs for t. 

ittMion tmifiso 6ohtf^f»f ^ 
stwuid btr^itM 
mnten (at at tea$i 
biy yytfUaft} on ona mh 
of aitmtahdhHar in tuijf 
ra^e fiost cardi atimikit' 
iwt be Oited iW /estfiW 
the ught to edit Miarti 
I for efar ay land reason^ ‘A 
VWP<* Itbfnt 

« utl I Mnilh ( luh ufiiillv) 
should bf irtfianisfd n ijii 
lat ly i i iru t of h wa u^{c 
i^rrmp should bi allowtd to 
idav in hiKhti ^'toups 

InUr^fhool anil c<>e’otfC 
I Hrui li niN ut vimuK! Im or ^ 

I i2:aiUS(d it If* iipii 1 \i*ir 

M liaintis should 

I <h\idfd 111 JM M“>ujxs I ich 
j Hi 4 ^roup should b< ui the 
t u ol a f o»(h ind a mt m 
l>Li of if>aihiiifj <om 
iniltci lh< V should be 
nr*df ifjspfinsibh foi show 

iiirf B'uprovt riif id <a) Ooiid 
ti rmis balls 'hould b ii?Uet 
out Hifuhrly to all 

j^roups As tiunh ((ad^fta 
aif bff onupf, (osHiei dny 
by <ttv (th^sc aio tieatcd as 
Itixi ly dins) the State 
assoi Mtion should aiTauj^o 
thesi it heapfi putx'^ to 
then tiaiiKCs l 0> Advance 

Li.)ii tht main certte 
huuld bt frtc a« was the 
tas( at the lifitc of its iit 
fcptioii (/) Coatiu's should 
not be allowid to do pn 
iate ft)aihir»«, winch kiHb 
their miHatfcvc to work for 

the as^iaatton Iherelore, 
then remuneration must be 
riade laalisUc 


live 

BasfKi on n’ exiierif ncc 
oi two gcmiitionA uny sin 
zs also tlieii trainet) I take* 
The libnlv of makuijj the 
tolaowing SUMi^estions - (1) 

[ Instead ot rrowdinfl one oi 
I two ceinixjs zonal (tntres 
j should be opened Proioift- 
iriK trainee s should b« 
seletfed from thcfec centres 
for advance mteasive coacli- 
HIM at the main centre tas 
vv IS done in our time). U) 
At aJI centres couthes 
ilioukl keep progress thatts 
for each Itainee Trainees 
not hving up to expedattou 
SQould be sent out nrcspeiv 
tive of their faroilv baik 
grouiKl (3) Ooarterly 
touinaments on age group 
basis (as was done by 
Sbyanibazar Club and Call 


If the offK tails/cx>aches 
woik siacerellv and the right 
people (not ex footballers 
etc) are put on the coach 
ing fommittee I am poss- 
♦ ivii that oui State will defi 
ndclv be o^blc to mak/ it'j 
due c'ontributjon to Indian 
UUOH 

/ N CHAlbHVrW, 
CclcutU 

Overages again 

''rilb AGE GAME, Al IME 

3. ^vjtj *11 1 tu ( i ipi '' 

(hmnpionship hux once 
again dopiived geuuitto 
plavvra of Umeir worth ui 
the sub^tunlors' and iuniors* 
groups it was very sumrisw 
tag to see overage oUvers 
bke MonaUsa Banxa, 
Shradha Qbanna, Curfew 




Hov. Gautam Hazarika etc 
1rtav aa jualora. where the 
axe limit, to the best of mv 
knowledxe. Is 17 years. 
Shame <hi them and their 
respective State Associations. 
Vet them provA their worth 
in thr tn.v lea.lv 

belonx to. 

Wake up TTFI and punish 

the Rii'ltv 

PRADtP CHOVDHUtar, 

Durnavw 

Cricket poems 

fhtf poiem is ab<nit Sunny, 
a greai cricketer^ 
He was a terror in sptte of 
hUf betng only a half-and- 
five footer. 
He cante to V^ankhede 
Stadium to open the innings 
for India, 

And hit the ftist ball for 
four foihnq the bowlers* 
idea. 

Thus did he inauguarate his 
captameu, 
tn a pitch which was wet 
and pacy, 

Withm ftfiy^our mmutes 
after comhtg in to bat, 
He had made thh all the 
bowler*s fat 
He played with a tremen- 
dam connection of his 
mind. 

Leaving his partner Chaii- 
han far, far behind. 
While on the other end the 


players tvete out quicMv, 
He held his end to s(we 
briskly and steadMy. 
Very soon, he was on a 
dangpious score of ninety- 
nine. 

On a pitch that was stdl 
playing fine. 
The second ball of Ctarke*s 
twelfth over, 
Gavaskai drove powerfully 
through the cover 
I he fielder.s crouched to 
field almosl on the float. 
But the ball left them nou- 
clung and went for a fouj. 
Jhus out dailmg Cavaskat 
tonipleled hjs tnurh awaded 
century, 

IhtUlmq (he Bombay 
rrowd.v bn cntnmg into 
fuftires three 
Countlc&s number of admir 
ir^ arrived to pat the hand- 
<tonu* irteketer, 
the 1*1 ess leporteis clicked 
out great 'Little Master* 
this e:i( uf (nnmit an the 
completum of hvf centurif. 
Makes one unmder about 
the hajrptness on his double 
century. 

I aw afraid I (*an*i write 
ang more of hus good works, 
M\f happtne.^^iv tnakmg me 
Of If lovs for any nibrc 
* words 

Lef ns pmy lhat he be 
always* successful, 
I'wn Ihmgfi his bag t$ 
already tvilfi record.^ full 
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dots not just clean your 
skin-it has antibacterial and 
antifungal propartias too. 
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agar tiza 

Margo Soap fuade with R 

natura'a valuabSe gift *Neani ^ wrappar. 

Oil* la the only toilet soap 

with full herbal and medici*' 

nal properties Margo Soap not only cleans 

it keeps the skin healthy Margo Soap for alt 

seasons, all ages. 
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mac/a from purs Afaa/n 
Saacf OIL A favourito 
sinea 7920 


A product of Calcutta ChemicaL 
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Wtlh more cricket to Oome 
from Mm, by God, 
He is sure to overtake Don 
8radman*s record. 
NIRMALA TSHARAN. 

Bombay 

Cricket, Oh^ lousjy Cricket*! 
Vi'ry diffunlt to get a 
season ticket? 
blocks and flocks fight tO 
see, 

In the i*^cilemenl only to 
pee» 

Sn, Sir, please tell me, 
whal Is a Chinaman, 
Oh^ Get lostf Chmesc donU 
play Cricket man? 
Has Ivuiin insi bowled a 
shooUnr? 

I ain*i seen no lifle busUr^ 
Yadov should huve given it 
mote flight. 

I btjohed tnt dirys ahead for 
my flight f 
Mifjid Khun sitre is a stock 
bawlei, 

Na, No^ None of them is u 
sltwk btoket^ 
Well, Well, Mgdassar bowl¬ 
ing a leg i^ttet, 
Yeahf In last ovtr he botoh 
ed a nail culler^ 
('an *sil\cinder binvi an tm 
swinger? 

Ain't know about him, but 
Wflsmi sure t\ a swtncjer. 
Blue stilled man sirys a ball 
sort of 'Pagh\ 
Whim a*^l\ed to describe a 
googlyf 

Inguve anifotu* whirr is 
gully. 

Get told not lo be .sil/v’ 
Ask any (me whal is covet 
points* 

Get a reioil 'Whal w the 

Great God^ isn’t it a 
beamer? 

Ycah^ he rare beams, but 
mind you he ts a screainerf 
That short leg should be a 
bit more square, 
.Square or rectangle, don't 
talk like a queer! 
Third man should have been 
more deeper. 
No, No' Thei'e lies the 
main sewer! 
Afiei sn balls, why is the 
upnnrc pomting his finger 
at the striker? 
AfP Shut youi bloody 
mouth with a sticker! 
P L. N. SWAMY, 
Vijaywada. 


Time has told f 


Dim Ghosh In the hnaf 1 
bad the pHvileife of attend'* 
ing the championship at 
BangaQore as the Hony. Sec¬ 
retary of the Orissa 
minion Association. 

Mr P. Rajiie^h, the prbud 
father of the World's Num 
her One in badmintou and 
the happiest man now was 
then the Hony Secretary of 
the MSB A. The souvenir 
published by MSBA on the 
occasion contained a picture 
of the seven-vearHDld Prakash 
which f presei%'ed as a proud 
possession foi over 17 years 
Here is the photogiaph bear 
mg the heading 'Budding 
champ* and the caption, 
ainoTig other things, said, 
“Tune will tell” 


Budding Champ 



iSi i>i n vrar oliJ 1* Ci/ila^h *tuu ft iin 
.Siinrttry. hat thi* wakintfK nf a t/nnitl 
nhulflt jilaprt Thtu mil hH 

Long live Prakash. Biing 
many more laurells tor youi- 
self and youi tounlry Hold 
our country's banner high up 
where ever you go 

/I? PATRO, 

(Ex' Vice Pre^dent, Badmm^ 
ton Assoctatum of India) 
Cuttack. 

Teach us karate 


I N 1962, THE 27TH NATIO 
nal and the IBth Inter- 
State Badminton Champion¬ 
ships were held at Bangalore 
between DeceinbcT 25 and 
30 under the auspiccis of the 
then Mysore State Badmin¬ 
ton Assodation That Natio¬ 
nal saw Satish Dhatia losing 
to Dipii Ghosh in the semi- 
flnal and Suresh Goel em¬ 
erging national diampion 
for the tirst time defeating 


XJOWADAYS KARA1X 
iy has become veiy 
popular. Every modem 
boy (soinctiniQs gills too) 
want to learn this game for 
self-defence and good health 
So we request you to .st«uT 
an instructional featuie 
on karate There aic several 
karate experts in Cafleutta. 

PRADEEP KONWAH 
md II other karate fans, 
finsukia 


[r/ie Sporting Life 
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OH BOY WHAT A PERFORMANCE I 

Britffii Columbia : Birth announcement in a Canadian 
newspaper Backie — on Feb. 9, while hockey fans cheered 
NHL's challenge cup victory ove4' team Russia Sharon and 
Lome cheered the arrival of their own rookie superstar 
Kevin weighing 7 lbs 10 oz Kevin now centres our own 
forward line flanked by wingers Laurel and Russell The 
spectacular scoring play beginning with dad's perfect pass 
was made possible by mum's superb delivery and team 
physician Louck's splendid assist culminating In Kevin's 
magnificent scoring rush down the birth canal and Into our 
neartsC!) 

HE FElL m LOVF 

Wyndhem; Pretty raven-haired Melanie Rockall (21) 
made news when she and champion golfer Nick Faldo (21) 
got engaged after their first meeting. She had gone to 
.nterview nim for Jogging magazine The interview was a 
ftasco for Ntck fell while rising to greet her and the photo- 
graphei ^racked his head on n low beam! 

^ JU THL HOP 

fe..ixembOMrg. t eJatp*^ back io the 7th century and 
pines each voaj on ino first Tuesday in June. Some 
000 iocalc asFemb' ^ tc hop for over two miles m 
o« tncir oaimn saint) The participants hold a twisted 
while piece of ^lc*h with d pd'iner and hop four abreast, 
Hf'pe step^ forward, iwo stops back one row to the left, 
noiho" t. rho nqht ^nd ihii oddball procession hops right 
hfou »hc .ov^' coi^binmc hadiuopal sport with religious 

^ hvit 

Tafipiecf; \ccording to one consumer maaazine. the 
n have r running up billa ( 


^TMIMHMWWr rw 




CA^ iyrAJ^T %M TOO yoUNef^ 





OH HARRI-^ON ' \OiJ'RS SWBATt/^O 



youne NOT RLNNiNe AROUMD ON MB, 
HOiN COMB you tmmBBINeHCmA^OF^ 

yMB SKBBTS you cum to bb OHoor/Nof^ ^ 

o 







PANKAJ BUTALIA 


T Hh 1 IITH ASIAN TABI.E TEN- 
Ills rhanipionship starts in 
Calculf«i on May 10. 1080 at th«» 

N'otaji Subliitsh indoor stadium. 
Twentycouniries irom the east 
•lie ev^H^fted to pari. These 

include Chjua, Japan, Jjidonesia, 
OPH Korea, Kuwait, Australia. Ma¬ 
laysia and India The chainpion.ship 
lasts nine days, durin^j winch team 
.ind open events will h(‘ helld. Tills 
is the second time tfiat India is hos¬ 
ting; the* lifth Asian championship, 
having done so under the Table Ten¬ 
nis Tedcraliofi ot Asia aegis m 
Bombay m 

TTic championship is an offshoot 
o! the AMan Table Tennis Union, a 
b(Kly creifted by China seven years 
ago d.'' .1 rival to the now defunK 
Tahh* Tennis I'ederation of Asia It 
is ii measuu* ol the Chine.se influ 
eiice m till* tabic* teiini.s world that 
within two years of its formation the 
ATTU had sucieeded in completely 
demolish mg the TTKA in spite of 
the fact that the jatter body was a 
recognised pail of the international 
Tubfle Tennis FiKleration. India. 


on^ a iKiwerful nieinb^jr ot th^^ 
TTTA, initidliy opposi'd the ATlTi. 
then sat on the fence, for a long 
time, and tinally landed on the. 
Chinese side of the wall. The cm 
phasis of this championship, as the 
Chinese say. is more on liiendship 
than on competition. Lately, how- 
evei, it has lost soriK* ot thr friend- 
sliip flavour and competition ha.s 
emerged to the forefront. 

The same va.scillation which mark¬ 
ed India’s entry into the A1TU 
marked Indian ho<l<ling the cliam- 
pionsiiip at Calcutta this year. TTie 
I'hcirnpion.ship was allotted! to India 
over two yeai's ago The Bengal 
Table Tennis As.socidlioii had a.sked 
to conduct It df (bilcutla but the 
Table 'lenriis I'edciation ol India 
held back taking any decision till 
thiei* months iMd'ore tlie .start ot the 
(htimpionsliip. The history IxTimd 
this Im;s in the -slrmiied relationship 
between the BTTA and the TTM, 
paitly fi.s a resulU of some p(*rsonalilv 
ilashes and partly as a result ul the 
.TTid World Table Tenuis < hajmpion- 
slnp held in Calcutta in IJ)75, when 



I 

I 




Irulu Puri handicapped without 
Shaila)a Saiokhe 


the. BTTA felt it was taken for a 
ride by the TTIT. ,So the BTTA 
was not preparcMj to conduct the 
Asian Table r<*nnis championships 
a(T(irdii)g io the dictates of the TTFl 
nor was the ITl'l prepared to make 
any concessions. T'tic impasse coiiti- 
riiie<l. Meanwlnle, stx:culalion wa* 
alloal Mi.d the iTiampiioniShip would 
he helld in In{joiii*sia since that 
eoLin-lry li.ul oHere<l to do so in case 
Indui w.i- unable to. Taix'd with 
Thi^ Mtn.>tion and not being able to 
(imi anv other state in liwlia willing 
^o best tin* championship, the TTl*T 
had no (hone but to tuin to BTTA 
which now tlictated the tc-rnis and, 
rumour has ik is getting its pound 
ot ih sh 

llow^ever, that is a different story, 
elaborated elsewhere in this issue. 
IToin the (hampionship point of 
view, China’.s domination ts as much 
on the table as oPP it Except for n 
brief period when Japan’s Ilasegawa 
toyed with the top Chinese players. 
China's hold over both team and 
individual events has been almost 
total. Every year a formidable 
battery of pilayers emerges from 
China sweeping aside all op^position. 
China is the holder in all four main 
events held at the iVth Asian cham¬ 
pionship at Kuaia Lumpur in 1978. 
China's Guo Yue Hua is the bolder 
of the men’s singles event and Tsao 
Yen Hua the women’s singles’. 
China is also holder of both the 
team titles. 

The team positions are : 

MEN : 1. China 2. a P. R. Korea 

3 Japan 4. Austradki 5. Indonesia 
6. India 7. Hongkong B. Malaysia 
9. Pakistan. 

WOMEN ; 1, China 2. D. P. B* 
Korea 3. Japan 4. fndia 5. Laos 
6. Singapore 7. Indonesia B. Malay- 
ia 9. ThattAi^. 












The $lar attraction of the tourna¬ 
ment should be China'a Guo Yue 
Hua. acknowledged as the No. I 
player in the work! in spite of his 
bad luck at the last two world 
championships. Hua is a nght-hand- 
ed pen-hold-grip player with a 
powerful body and imparts powerful 
spin in his drives and smashes. 
Other Chinese players to watch out 
for are Cai Zhen Ilua, Shi Zhi Hao 
»ind Huang Liang.— a defensive 
player with great variation in hi< 
returns and who attacks at anv 
opportunity. 

The Chinese women’s squad is no 
less formidable with Zhang IXwing. 
Lin Yang, Qi Baoziang and Tung 
Yang in their ranks. 

J would tip China for both the 
team titles, though. L). P. R. Korea 
might offer some resistance in the 
women’s event with twice world 
champion Pak Yung Sun leading 
their attack. Korea's Jo Yong Ho 
IS al.so a powerful attacking player 
who is as good as the Chinese men 
players though not in Guo Yue Hua's 
dlas.'i. 

'Iho Japanese men’s team is a 
relatnolv weak one, without two 
woild <'hanu>ions Kohno and Ouo in 
tt. Otli'T good player.s participating 
in the cli.inipionships are Indonesia’s 
Siiledja. Hong Kong’s Chin Mankuen 
and Vong Ju Veng and Australia's 
Paul Pinkewich. Tuckett and Ward 
in the nieii'.s events and North 
Korea’s Pak Yang Ok am* Japan's 
Rie Wada. Shimutichi and Kanda in 
the womens’. 



Manmeet Stngh—will hatue to take 
more mtlialive 


India did wcU in the women's 
event last time, tinishing fourtK but 
that was entirely due to the efforts 
of Indii Puri and Shailaia Salokhe, 
iHJih (ff whom won some tough 
matches, 'lliis lime, the team is 
greatly weakened by the absence of 
Bhailaja SaloKbe who is down with 
jaunclire. Though Indu Puri is in 
great Form and might win some im¬ 
portant matches, she is greatly ban- 
dicappiHl as the other players in the 


team are not in the same class and 
are not expected to be able to give 
ber much support. The only silver 
lining is that two of the players are 
very young and the experience this 
time could prove useful for them 
m the future. 

The men’s team has also three 
new qjatrants : K;amaesh Mehta. 
Manmeet Singh and Arun Kumar. 
The team might be weakened by the 
«ib6ence of Sudhir Phadke who has 
shown indifferent form lately, but 
has won important matches in inter- 
national tournaments earlier, it re¬ 
mains to be seen if Arun Kumar, 
also a defensive player, can measure 
up to the task. A lot will depend 
on India's captain V. Chandrasekuar 
and his ability to win matches and 
the kind of support ho irom 

Munut Dua, who has not rcaiiv bc^en 
The best or our performers in the 
international (iedd though lie has 
won some imporiaiU maiches ror 
India at nrudal times. Both Man- 
meol Singh and Kamlcsh Mehta will 
have to show much more mov<*mem 
and initiative it they are to win 
matches in the internaiiouai arena 
Come what may, thev must not lose 
this opporiunity to evaluate them¬ 
selves in international table tonim 
and work out things tor the future 
Ihe Indian men’s team will have hs 
work cut out it it has to retain its 
.sixth position. Countries dike Malay* 
sia. Hong Kong and Pakistan have 
improved vastly and the difference 
between them and India Is marginal 
So at no stage can the team relax 
if it is to put up a good show 


Selections: 
Triaforerror? 

U'lHS T ALL?, t WOULD UKf: 

r To the ainfusioh as n'* 

gards iny iion-selectlom t could 
not make it to the camp nl NSNTS. 
Patiala, because I Wits prepeuing 
fur mv exaiuinatiini. Puitlujr, 1 had 
t<i iudii'aU* my non-uvailability for 
the Asian Champtonj^bip^ twi 
cuik^ they were clashing dirccUv 
With my examlnatioos. So there^^ 
was uu question of my boing Seied 

^■| feel that our jahJors have beciv 
given a rathedT raw deal. sjMitethjng 
did »ot deserve after their 
perfomintices 1$^ 

RgiyJ iMMfe not coi^dWtd for aeSect. 
Uoo m t&« boys’ SQUOd becau&e 
tte realist, quRa late 

fai tbe Hw, tbat tiM Asiajt a«e 
tirtm iiinder-16 alii* toot totoder-; 
17. Tbl$ ntox itoia eooKt’eiiaUy b»vc 
"bohh'^voided*' 

Rut Itoi* i* juatillaWe. AVbito m , 
«oi J» of W 

iors ifTifli 

tM^ iniaaraMsr, oo 



tl^lto^ni^Qflar frtont-^ciHca^ 
ly. 1^ 1 have aotaidii' 


UPH Kufwn cotuh Pafom/Stt 
name ct the Indian proM^ eKl- 
Paiiahi- 

he topiied tha trials trFa^a tovtott 
though his morale kwe btototo 
at an alMhnr low dftjtr WS HaUto-. 
uals ucrfuiinatow. Btt| iF-a tiBlft vwe 
aave a thought ^ htternat^d} 
pciinmiaore- ’ Atod. yw ettoflifl hw 
ut'dLsvd this oMHDmmtty 
dui-e owr promi(M«d 
- spetially. Hai« KtoWsfiJA JjBtf 
V. Chaadromovli, ReriMlia OtivM 
Ruy. Ghori^i idraady ngneet n 
the IwvS'MtOtod; 


I woidd allio quwi»tt<M> the wisdom 
the ’defeixsive playor U a must’ 
Aran Kumar w'dt And it 
diiitcaU to perform wcU on 
the intomatiOBal front, because he 
lades the tUtisluag stroke. If any 
defensive player from India can do 
well, it is Sudhir PhadKe. But I 
imdeRStatod that be Mt the camp 
tm-maturedy. 

I And that Ramesh Babu of lA 
e bc^.. fielded as first reserve. 
For die life us me; X emmot figure 
this mn. On what basia has' ha 
bean selected? XS he bwfig played, 
in .tbe’^ opens a vims tp jprodm- 
Titos him fpir fibn .'Hiis .jto 

meea fbton afni^. 
pppprtttiiity .'IP . pwvp', hmu^ 
;£o4^’| 

. t» l^todvampidli!^. (Bhimi Katnurfa, 

.a8_ 

Bitsnmcgt Singh 
/ind-'iCumlealt' Mehta select them' 

" ' i.‘-jBuC it leaves 0i« squad. 
:wefilt. . m such a situation, 

' Bopft 'tn CborpSde and Kachuria, 
foir them is little to lose and much 
to' i»ki. One only hopes that our 
Tfortficomiag performance »u the 
.-Amans wifi make the s«lectov« 
wiser, 'But oven if our team 
'awnages' to do better than, ex¬ 
pected, I will still stand by nrv 

SANJAV KATHURIA 



OidnFI 

sabotage 

BHA's 

efforts? 

f ]\nL AND UNI^SS THE TABLE 
J t^lora-tjon of » India’s 
<>l(*piiiotheil\ attitude chani^es, the 
aeuiMi TabU reams Association can 
itevv« iC6t 111 peace This teehiiK has 
on<.t Mgdin sui faced on the eve ol 
the hfih Asian (hamptonships It 
was most pionounced durmK the 33id 
Woild Championships at Calcutta 
Itom ISV'j till date the TTfl seems 
VO have tieated the BTTA like a 
puppet on j stcing K is alleged in 
iocdl quaiUrs that the federation has 
nade the Bengal unit walk a tiight 
I ope on all fronts Hie latest m this 
regald s the Asian Table Tennis 
I hdiiipionshiiXs Ihe ITFI is leported 
fo have diHv-d illied on the questkni 
Of venue toi months on end In fact, 
the BTIA was made to lun from 
piill u U/ post lust to get the gi'een 
Signal to host the competition. In 
the end the TTH officials sat smugly 
is the BTTA was made to hght a 
grim battle with time to stage this 
prestigious show However, the BTTA 
has ic(»*pU'd the challenge 

How did this sHitation arise*' In 
juiy 1978, an < xti <UMdindry meetiiif 
of the riri was held in Cuttack, at 
which If* w IS piopused that India 
would bwl tai the titth Asian TT The 
BITA lepiesentative there also made 
a bid loi staging the tournament at 
CcilLUita it It was allotted to India 
Uie m ! pioimsed to do the needfiiil 
At kuala 1 atnpui India was allotted 
the As*ao championships On thr* 
andci standing that it would be allow 
ed to conduct K—afUM going ihiougli 
all the formalities—the BITA went 
ahead with preparations In the 
meantime, howcvoi, the TTFI were 
expioniiK the possibilities of holding 
the championships at some o^er 
venue They tried Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka but these efforts wcie 
futile Ihcy continued with their 
effoits despite tho fact that no othei 
state made a bid for the champiom 
ship iiui did any of them have the 
mfiastiuctui^ men aod material to 
dare,stage tnc Asian TT* which, in 
unportana> scope and responsibility 
wi^s undoubtly next only to the 
^orids Alter all the. 'TTFI efforts 
teiied. they decided at the end ol 
August last vear, to give tho Asians 
tp Bengal who suggested that the 
Ipwrnaincnt be held m Febroiary this 
year, instead ot in Novcmbei, 1979, 
is ongmally slated Any of the 
111 I bigwigs would admit though 
not jpenlv. that Bengal had the inlra- 
stru'tuid tacilitics, resouices und 
Oi gmiAing capacity to stage such an 
i / at - if the 3Sr<i Worlds was an\ 
umiratun. 

Bejhsmg that it would be disastr 


ous to stage the meet in Novembei 
—after being given tho green signal 
m August—the BTTA opted fon’ Feb¬ 
ruary All mforinal meeting was 
held in Calcutta in Novembei, at 
which Ml r D Bungaramanujan, the 
honoiary ttife president, and tho pre¬ 
sent president Kanti Choudhury, were 
present Mr Ranguramnujan is stated 
to have said that there 'Vould be no 
problems” in hosting it in February. 
But problems did ciop up The BTTA 
wait^ anxiously loi the ohnual go- 
ahead from the ITPl, but the 
authoritative body kept wasting time 
Again the touimuuent was defen- 
ed this time because ot the Lok 
Sabha elections. Lven m Kuala Luin- 
l>ur, there was a postponement of the 
championships, b^uuse ot national, 
elections there Hcie, the ITTl ktp 
mum. Then, suddenW, theie was an 
announcement in newspapers that 
the Asian TT would b<* held m 
Indonesia, according to the Asian 
Table Tennis Union Fiesidenl Ogi 
muia I1iis came as a big jolt to the 
BITA So much for the ITFFs devo 
tion and dedication tuwaids thc^ sport' 
Or was It to frustiatc the BlTA’s 
attempt' And had the filth Asian<i 
gone out of fndia’s hands, it would 
have hurt the national pic*gigc as 
well as the DTTA's 
it was decided during the Ourgapur 
Nationals that the Asian TT would 
have to be held in May Despite the 
short notice, the BITA accepted tlu 
challenge It did not seem to 
l>othcr the TTIT that a loi ol imie 
and ♦ npigv w*us wasiiu ii i<t iiu* 
iTl I given sutficient tune iiul the 
< \ icf dates lof the t haiiiDioMviup t) < 




't1|« the &ee(liti.(s 

and ftwi» 

Midf; Xhfoft 1: DPi'. 
KwtwtjJ: iiiBiMi,, J; AustwHa 4 
^ Iitddv Q: Hong Koii< 

llwimt tMtds: Chinn P. Di 
S; Huim Ku»jk 

iMdih 8. 

Giio Ytfehvia 

Liiiiut (Cidna; 

„^Ba) S; 

HjJ 
S. 4 



BliA would huvi woiUed ihhigs oin 
more smoothly instead of rushinc 
threugb things as it is doing now 
This gigantic task—with a coQossal 
budget of Rs 20 lakhs—has alreafty 
begun to tell on the organisers 
Preparations in just two months may 
be possible» but who will heal the 
scars of acrimony? , 

When Mr Bangaramanujan was the 
tournament director of the 33id 
Worlds, be was very particudar about 
the equipment that was to be used 
He was prompt in getting Swedish 
Stiga consignment and the Nitakkii 
balls Ho seemed to have been iiioio 
Lonceined of his own prestige B<'ing 
a honorary life president, the ofticial^ 
ot the TTFI willingly accept his 
‘advia* and ‘oanders’ ITio piesent 
preyidont. realising the inipoi lance 
of the Asian TT cxiuld have at least 
written to Stiga icquesling for tables 
upon which, it is picsumcd the 
Swedish firm would have gHadly help¬ 
ed out In this case Mi Rangaiama 
riLiian could have also taken an 
active role But it is leaint, that tlu 
TTFI took no iruliativi* at all Thev 
iu>t did not care to Why' Bccausi 
Hhe BITA is involytM.! Had it bmi 
somewhere else the Asians might 
have used Stiga tables llu tabh s 
which an now being used loi fU 
coinpolition an the nuligtiioiis 
Nitakku SUI taco with Intab 
body rhes( tables ilook unnnprLSsive 
and unlike the Nitikku bi md I his is 
the feeling genet ally shand hy oni 
and all If the players an dissatistn d 
M+ti the playing tables oik i boiimi 
to hear about it 
SUBHA'sH SARCAR 


2* Rit Wada/Mmi Shvgt lak« 
(Japan) 3, 0* B avumg/Tong 

Liug^ (Lnina) 4 

Mixed doubles: Guo \uoliua/Lia 
Yang (China) 1. Ilulco Goto/Rie 
Wadd (Japan) 2, Jo Uoiig Ho/Fak 
Yong Sun (.Koiea) 3, Kim Chang 
Amypak Young Ok iK<‘rca) 1 





TEAM GKOU^INGS 
MtnS Teuns: 

Group A: Cbittii uoct Su Latitcii 
Group B. Koiva, Yotaoa uuU 
Laos. 

Group C JdpoA, Yemeu 
amt Mepftl. 

Group X>; Australiu 4Ad 
Gmup E: 









Interview 


I couldn't have 
changedthe 
set-up 

PhaniSharma resigned recently 
from the secretaryship of the 
TTFI It is obvious that he did 
not resign just for health or 
other genera! reasons. He ex ■ 
plains his stand to SUBHASH 
SARCAR in an exclusive inter 
view 

SPORTSWORLD: When and why 
did you res ign from the secreiaryshiii 
of the TTFI? 

FHANI SHARMA: I icsimicd on I 
Miirch l(j. J would liuvo dono it in j 
Duigcipui had the president. 

Kanti Choudhury, been present J’*or * 
seven long yi:*ars \ ha<l been 'vith the 
TTFI, first as a trea'surei and then 
setretary, and had always been elect¬ 
ed unaiiiinuusiy I rxsigned because 
( didn’t want to give the impression 
that I was edged out. Anyway, ac- 
rurding to I lie tedei alion guidelines 
I would have had to step down this 
December. 

(Looking very thoughtful he con¬ 
tinued:) 1 did not get lull satisfac¬ 
tion from iii.v work. I sincerely want¬ 
ed to make the lederation a game- 
oriented one and for this wc*’v(^ got 
to have the resourees. Hut then*even 
if 1 had staved lor one and a half 
years more I wouldn't have b<‘cn abk' 
to change the pattern of working of 
tJK* ie derat ion, 

SW : What do you think of the 
ration.’ Is there anything wrong 
there? 

SUARMA: The TTFI is one of the 
tcderatioQ.s tuiiclioning as per its 
own constitution. 1 ft^l it is one of 
the finest working federations com¬ 
pared to others tike the All India 
Football rederaltoii which has not 
been having an executive body nor 
general meeting for the lust three 
years. But there is much scope for 
the federation involving itself in the* 
improvement of the standard of the 
game. You aee, there are enough 
tournaments but not epough coach¬ 
ing schemes for the young talented 
players. Resources arc necessary 
and most of the time we look for- 
vvard to governinent aid because 
people t much interest in 
the game. \ f?or example, how much 
money can; you get at the gateii? 

We 4^ manage , some from wellr 
wisherli. .,dur efforts our^ 

played, tliey 


are satisfied with the national title. 
Take for instance the 1974 champion. 
Manjit Dua. How niucfi improvement 
has he shown ? These players are 
only busy preparing to beonne 
national champs and then bo selected 
in the national .squad fur inler- 
national competitions. They an* not 
ambitious to work beyond that. They 
must have the mental make-up. In 
a vast country like India we have 
only 10,000 registered players. We 
don’t even have enough T.T. cuachca 
and most of them arc suitable to 
deal only with beginners. They are 
not conversant with the latest tech- 
n!que.s and training methods. And 
this makes the TTFI jpb more diffl- 
rult. Then the impetus given to the 
players is insignificant as compared 
to some other disciplines. Therefore, 
wc are not able to encourage them 
nor have we been abk* to set a trend. 
The input of money and other iacili- 
tics can make one take up this game 
keenly. And I think that the Gov¬ 
ernment ran help a lol. 

SW: How cau the Ckivemment help? 
SH^^RMA: The Government must 
consider table tennis as the leading 
indoor game and lav special emphasi.s 
on it. It must adopt a five-year plan 
for financing the game. First and 
foremost should come the training of 
the players under world renowned 
coaches who had made world cham¬ 
pions. Second, the game must be 
encouraged at school level, I hat is, 
at the gras'sruot level. It must not 
be confined lo urban areas. Mor-e 
upporluriities must be given to 
players to complete in the intcr- 
naliona] field. Wh<it I iiiean is a 
circuit Ivpe. Thi'v should idav in 
other Asian (duiilries and tlun go 
over to tCuropeun countries. 'Ibis will 
definitely help the players as Hiey 
vviil get to know and gradually deve¬ 
lop the mudcTn ti^chnioues of the 
game. The equipmeni our players 
use is deplorable. We must gel 
modern equipmeni used by lidding 
nation.v. What we pioduce indiiSfi'n- 
ously aro^only .suitable loi bc^ginners. 
The govornment must help out in 
these regards. 

SW: And whal about the TTFI ? 
How can it help improve the game 7 
■ fiUARMA ,* As 1 told you earlici, the 
fedt^ation should dralt a live year 
plan and give it to th<* (iovernment. 
The Governnr nt should ac<(*pl il. 
Then the federation must imptemciit 
it in a liberal mann<*r. Whal is the 
federation for if it is not garne-orient- 
cd and work for lh<* welfare of the 
players. 

SW: What Is your reaciioii to the 
newa item *11ie missing volume’ pub- 
listed In these cloumiro? Yon were 
then treasurer of the TfFL 
SHARMA : The volume (referring to 
the pictorial volume of the 33rd 
Worlds) will be cumpleted as and 
when money will be made available 
by the then Organising Committee 
of the Worlds, The entire task was 
given to Mr T. D. Raffgararaaim.Tan, 
who iSt In fact, in a position to tell 
you more in detail about the whole 
thing* The TTFT hatl is.saed a few 
ch^ues amoupting to approximately 


Rs 1.20 lakhs. Thsse cheques were 
jointly .signed by the secrotary/pre- 
sident and mvself. Why don’t you 
continue your investigation if you’re 
so interested. When you've opened 
a chapter try and close it. 

SW : Po you still intend U> heemnie 
the TTFI secretary again? 

SUARMA : No. Not just now. Let 
four years pass then F1I give it a 
thought, though now Tm in the com¬ 
mittee, When I was the secretary I 
could spare little time to Assam 
players. But now VU hi* in a position 
to lay slres.s on llic development of 
spurt in Assam and the north ea.st 
legion. And being the viixj-president 
of the Tiidiun Olympic As.sociation I'll 
try to propogatc the Olympic move- 
nvjnt. I am connected with football 
and taking much interest in the 
game. | 

'Players are the 
last piwiity' 

nPME WAR Of^ ATTRroON 
* between the BTTA and the 
rrFl has had its effect on the 
pilayer.si. TrFI had promisi^ play 
tvs selected for ttaiiiing at Patiala 
that in would send them the 
tabU*^ uwd ui the Durgupur Natio- 
nalji and that the Indian team 
would be brought to Calcutru 20 
day.s before the dianipinnships to 
train at the match venue on match 
tables. The tables didn't arrive I 
lM‘cau<(! BTFA ivf.ised to release ! 
them fill K was paid by the TXTT i 
ihc money d had spent on getting I 
alternative table.s when Tntab’ 
tablOiS didn’t arrive on time for 
the nprgapur Nationals. Nor were 
cilfKT the TTFI or HTTA prepared 
^pclMt loi the Indian' team's i 
hoMriiiditv iti Calcutta for .so many 
<1avs Iwdoro the choitipionshipt^. It 
wa.s Aunpicr to lol thorn, stay at 
Patiala and lot the (iovermnertt 
loot, the bill- It is oxpt'ttftd of the 
hti.si foiintry t<» leave ho atone 
itriinrmKl to on-sur<‘ a good p<;rfhT- 
tnancf* from Hs pltiyecs. In India 
ft dtM*s rMJt scent to matter. Tlte 
show, not the gmue, i,s tte thing. 
As proof of Giis, orto neoda, to o«Wy 
watch ho\v much mimeV will be, 
going into the variouii oerefnome$ 
ddritlg^ the chaniptdpships and com 
pard thetit with the amount spent 
on the Indian team. Anyone who 
had befell to Patiala, during the 
liTSl mic and a half months tsmki 
havtit seen how the, Korean coach 
mud Xttdima players had to beg for 
iutported Nitakku table temiis 
balls because the TTFI w.tsn’t 
tettered and did not want to 
the ifddHioiial ^icven to 
eight hundred rupees to buv th4*.se 
halh. 

A comment heard: Players are 
the Bast priority of spoii.s otbciiiL 
--Niwify that the woed 'priority' ts 
got aiEnnuprtate. 

[pankaj BUTALIA 


Howto 
become a 
world champ 

The 1973 World T.T. Champion 
XlENT/NG (Hsi£n'Ting),now 
a national coach of China, 
speaks about his style of play, 
his tactics and techniques. 

<<PAST ATTACK COMBINED 

* with loop drives’* is my forte. 
Playing this type of game I try to 
launch fast attacks whenever possi¬ 
ble ; otherwise I use loop drives as 
a transition to fast attacks. 

Prior to 1972, 1 played a game of 
backhand pushes and forehand at¬ 
tacks combined with loop drives. 
With a bat outward pimpled rubber, 
however, I could only use loops 
against underspin returns. At that 
time, many European players using 
inverted pimples achieved tremend¬ 
ous success in international contests. 
As a result of the rapid development 
of table tennis techniques, they had 
developed a new style of play—^fast 
attack combined with loop drives— 
which was highly effective since both 
speed and spin were used by the 
player to his best advantage. 1 began 
to wonder whether 1 could improve 


my game by using an inverted pimp¬ 
led rubber bat to produce greater 
spin white maintaining the same 
speed as ! had achieved with an out¬ 
ward pimpled bat. Practice with 
the new bat for a period of time 
showed that it did not in the has 
affect my spedal skill in block 
and pushing; instead, it had helped 
me a lot to improve, my service, loon 
drives transitional strokes and conti¬ 
nuous attacks. About a year later I 
did so at rhe 32nd World Table Ten¬ 
nis Championships held in Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia. 

My Spedal SUHb 

Progress is being continuously 
made in various styles of plav in 
world tabic tennis. To achieve good 
results in International competitions, 
a player must possess not only all¬ 
round techniques, but also one or 
two tours de forcse, without which 
be can hardly wrest the initiative an 
defeat different types of adver&arie 
This was mv guiueline in training, 
and I succeeded in developing special 
skills in three respects—service, 

block-an^ush strokes and loop 

drives. Tbese were my chief wea¬ 
pons and. as a coach. 1 have been 
trying to impart my knowledge about 
them to my train&ss. 

L Service 

Service is an important means or 
winning points. My serves, delivered 
on the forehand, can be divided into 
(fa) short balls with or without spin, 
interpersed with long shots to either 
corner; and (b) short balls with left 
side topspin or side underspin, inter¬ 
spersed with long shots to either 
corner. These two kinds of service 


are used alternately, with empba^ 
on tlie former. 

In serving, one should try to pro¬ 
duce widely different spins with simi¬ 
lar actions so as to delude the op¬ 
ponent There should be great varia¬ 
tion in placement and be sure to 
make your serves snappy. 

When you serve, always bear In 
mind tpe following points: Relax 
your arm and wrist before you hit 
the ball. At the mument of impact, 
concentrate your force on the ball 
to produce the maximum friction. 
Hit the ball on the right point and, 
in the case of a chop, cut it thin. 
While your. serve, you must coordi¬ 
nate not only your arm and wrist 
but all your fingers gripping the bat 
as well, so that you will strengihe.) 
and vary the spin, increase the initial 
velocity of the ball and control its 
trajectory and placement. 

2. Block-and-puah strokes 
As an important means of fast at¬ 
tack. mv backhand bluckaiid-push 
strokes are executed with explosive 
force from my arm ajid wrist, with 
my bat held at a relatively fixed 
angle, and my fingers operating in 
coordination with my wnst to increase 
speed and power. Such strokes in- 
rlude fast pushes, accentuated pushes 
nishloned blocks and underspin 
pushes. 

These are used to counter different 
strokes from different opponents, 
with the purpose of wresting the 
initiative from them and creating 
opportunities for forehand loop drives 
or smashes. 









Faints to remember: Keep your 
balance* Relay your arms and ^wrist 
until tbe moment of impact with the 
balL When hittina'the ball.* use the 
force of your wrist to the full while 
reinforcing il with your forearm and 
fingers to steady the shot and make 
it snappy and powerful. Learn how 
lo make accentuated pushes before 
practising fast pushes, cushtonou 
blodks and undirspln pushes. $ee» 
that you time your strokes accurately 
and bit the ball on the right spot 
end in the right direction. GeniTal< 
1y speaking, you u-»e fa^t pushes 
when the ball is bouncing up and 
accentuated pushes when the ball 
bas almost reached the highest poin. 
of its bounce. 


S. Loop driven 

As another offensive weapon my 
forehand loops are delivered close to 
the table with an explosive force, to 
ball travelling at a low trajectory 
but with a tremendous kicic forwaid. 
Ordinarily employed immcdijlclv 
after services or as service returns 
to gain the initiative, thev constitute 
a threat to the opponent and often 
win a iK>tnt ligtii away. In couMter- 
ing a strong underspin, a good loop 
return with furcelul wrist action and 
at a proper angle of the bat often 
t^ows the opponent off his balancv. 


Points lo remembtT: Relax your 
arm and wrist before delivering t. 
loop. When lifting th3 ball, keep 
your balance and coHivdinatc 
the movement «ol your arm, 
wrist and waist. Apply explosive 
force to your stroke to increase fric¬ 
tion. and intensify your wrist action 
to increase the speed of the shot. 
Strong wrist action is very important 
in nullifying the spin of the on 
coming ball as well as strengthening 
the spin of your shot and controlling 
its trajectory. To make u loop drive 
effective, proixT positioning and 
flexible footwork ace required. 


It should be noted that in playing 
a game of fast attacks combined witli 
loop drives, the loops only serve as u 
means of fa.sl attack and must dove- 
tail with the main techniques requir¬ 
ed for close-todable fast attacks. In 
delivering the loop drives, see that 
you hit the ball as early as possible 
preferably when it is near the highest 
point of its bounce ; in the case of 
an underspin return from the oppo¬ 
nent, bit the ball immediately after 
it begins descend. 


My taclict 

Apart from mastering both all¬ 
round and special techniques, a good 
table tennis player must know how 
to use different tactics against diiti'- 
rent adversaries. Here the guiding 
principle is to do everything you can 
to wrest the imtiativc Try to frus- 
trah3 your opponenrs technical advan¬ 
tages and give full play to your own 
by unleashing timely attacks agaiust 
him at his weaH points. In addliion, 
you should dhange your tactics , in 
keeping with the special circumstan* 
cts duriiig competitions, 

** offeiwiw Fbd^fii 



Xi (^tinu jn adion 


My services ana mostly delivered 
on the forehand with sidespin or side 
underspin, or without spin at all. 
They are mostly short balls which 
land a bit lo the left of the osntrn 
line on the opponent's aiurt; occa¬ 
sionally 1 serve long balls deep to both 
corners. The short and long under¬ 
spin serves are used chiefIv against 
fasl-allarking players who rarely use 
loop drives, while short jusl-oyer-lhe- 
net spin stirves interspersed with fasS 
servos to oithor corner arc used 
chiefly against loop players. In both 
cases the servic** is followed by fast 
attack, eittior diagonal or down the 
line. 

b) Return of service? 

If the opponent’s spin service boun¬ 
ces out of the table. I try my best to 
return it will* a forcelul lift so as lo 
wrest the initiative from him. If the 
opponent's service is a short just- 
over-thc-nel ball. 1 return it in a way 
that counteracts its spin. Against a 
short underKPiii serve, for instance, I 
return a short ball with a fast chop 
preparation for an immediate counr 
lei-altack; it the opponent delivers a 
short sidespin or topspin serve. 1 rc- 
turn il with a backhand block-and- 
push or a forehand flick. If the oppo¬ 
nent is not good at coping with un¬ 
derspin shots, I return his .scrvlw 
with a heavy chop to either corner to 
force him to chop back a long ball 
or send the biill back with a .soft lilt 
II111.S giving me the chance to attack. 


c) Tactics used irt a .stalemate. 
When confrouted with ti fast-atla- 
cking player, 1 usually pre.% him hard 
oil his baekhaad with repeated force¬ 
ful backhaud pushes and then sud¬ 
denly ebaoge tlie difct-iion of the 
tiall IP cToate opportuuities for my 
foi^haftd ' , loob drives or smashes. 


't his was the lactic 1 used in my Iasi 
two game against the .Swedi.sh player 
K, Johansson in the men’s silkies 
finals at the 32nd World Table tim- 
nis Championships. 1 kept sending 
the ball to his backhand or midcourt, 
forcing him lo fall back some db- 
tancx'. from the table. Then, bv com¬ 
bining cushioned blocks with iorixi* 
ful pushes in differer*t directions, I 
obtained maav chancres l« attack and 
finally won the match and the world 
championship 


To break the slaV-male in a match 
against a loop-drive player, 1 always 
stay clo.se to the table and nsturii the 
ball with a quieJk push or a Simula 
led drive but artually a push, the 
aim being to keep him on the move 
and create openings for attack. 

2, Tactics against chonnliig pliiyers. 

a) Attack after service 

My .serves against such playcr.s are 
usually short or long cross court balls, 
with or without spin. These are deli¬ 
vered sideways to the opponent’s 
backhand, followed by a powi'Tful 
drive to either corner. 


b) Mixed tactics 
I use variottii tactics iu u locked 
buttle against chopping players. In 
order lo creato opportunities for 
attack. I sometimes use loop drives 
with varied force and spin or play a 
long-aad-.short game to upset the oppo 
nent's footwork. Sometimes 1 use tlK* 
tactics of lilting the hall to the mid- 
court and Miiashiug it to one corner, 
or lifting il to oilher nirner'and sma¬ 
shing it to the niidcoui t, or lifting the 
ball to one side and .smashing it to 
the other, alt depcmdlng on the actual 
cif^curastanoes. 

(Courteay iThina’s Sports) 
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The 

phenomenal 
rise of Kapil 
Dev 


D. RAHUL 


H I-: I'OOK niJi NATION BY 
iloriii two .s<^asoiL!> afto. His 
secuiul season as a Te^t ericketer has 
barely eiwed and ho has airoady 
becoiue a living legend. His teats 

liave moved poets and rhymesters to 
brook imo verse. The history ol 
crioket knows ot no such paialiel. 

Kapil Dev Nikharij has stun stump* 
cartwhocling and siruck lours and 
sixes at a rale which has worried the 
pundits ot the gaim . Hi' has aifeady 
bagged 100 Tes* wickets and crossed 
the ihou.saiid with the bat, though 
he is still some way trom a similar 
“double in ific Uanii Tropuy. Ho 
has also played more Tests (26) than 
Ranji Iropjiy mavcne.'? (22). 

The pace might be too good to last. 
He is in danger ot burning hiniscil 
out ail too soon in his caicer. One 
ot his knees has already started 
showing signs of wear and tear. 
Being valuable national property, the 
Cri-Control Board promptly arranged 
spedailisi medical advice. Tears have 
been aliayed. Fortunately, it is not 
serious. Ail Kapil needs i.s lew 
months ol rest from crickei, which be 
has ensured by deciding not to pkiv 
in Lngiand this siimnier. 

ITiere i.s not a city in the whole 
country more ainduave to rest than 
Chandigarh, which, for Kapil is sweet 
himie. While he takes a well-i^arned 
rest from the frenetic Test circuit. 
K^piil will be keeping himself til wiih 
moining cross-country runs and 
sessions at the Sector !(> stadium 
where senior NIS coach Desh Prem 
Azad runs his net^. Be*klcs cioss 
country runs, skipping, niedicmo ball, 
free hand and floor exercises will 
form part of Kapil’s oil season 
training. 


72 


Happily tor Kapil and evciybodv 
else connected with his development 
as a Test fast bowler, the debate 
raised by Sunii Gavaskar’s suggestion 
last year to send him for a spedl ot 
coaching under Frank “Typhoon” 
l*yson in Australia is dead and buried. 
Reacting to Gavaskar’s advice, coach 
Azaa had very wbciy disagreed, 
arguing that Kapil nad reached the 
stage in a crickerer’s life when he 
is Dest left alone to learn and im¬ 
prove on his own. Time has proved 
how correct he Wt,s. Azad has also 
thus reminiled us that Indian cricket, 
should siand connoent*v on its own 



Kapil Dev — o vasHu improved l>owler after the Emland t&ur 


leet and grow out of ihe habit of 
looking eilsewhere for help. 

It vvqs H pity they had left Kapil 
behind when tiedi took tne Indian 
team on ihe Australian tour in 1977- 
76. But Kapil kept making his point 
in the domestic cricket circuit till the 
selcctoi^s could no longer ignore him. 
He was an instant success on the tour 
of Pakistan, and since then has be¬ 
come the pride and joy of Indian 
cricket. Today Kapil is unimpeach¬ 
able. It is no longer the lot of 


Indian batsmen, to l>e Iciied bv 
foreign fast bowlers with no one in 
their own ranks capable of retalia¬ 
tion. Fast bowling is hostility and 

vengeance ip motion, and in Kapil 

Indian cricket has found a man cap¬ 
able of avenging the violence oui 

batsmen are subjected to. 

With Kapil there, India's Test team 
is no iloQgcr ashamed of its fast 
attack. Indian crowds in the past 
had watched it all muiely when fast 
bowlers from other countries bullied 




t>ur batsmen into yi^idinis their 
wickets. They now roar their app- « 
rovat when their own Kapil makes 
opponents duck and squism and move £ 
back. i 

After his first home series afsainst 
West Indies, Kapil was off to England 
as a member of Venkatraghavan's 
party. That is where Kapil had bis 
first long exposure to the professionail 
approach. Tne English experience 
enabled him to improve his own 
cricket. “In England 1 came to know 
what really is this thing called pn> 
fessional approach/’ says Kapil. 

A straightforward young man of 
action, Kapil has still to develop the 
art of description. Yet he manages 
to make his meaning Clear. Kapil 
explains the English professional 
approach in the following words: 
is never to throw away your wicket. 
The English professional never 
throws away his wicket. He values 
every run. He perfects the art ot 
running the quick singile. When he is 
not fighting for runs, he is denying 
you runs. It is hard cricket every 
moment—fighting for runs, wickeU, 
results.” A born lighter himself, Ka¬ 
pil say.s ‘T learnt a lot from the 
English professional game.” 

Kapil came nome from England 
wicii to leoi wiCKCls. He regard.^ 
(iis 4d-over $>.uit iii the Lugbuston 
Te^l as uto mo;>t memorable piece ot 
bowling on taat tour. Erig^anu scored 
bod tor five deemrea and all hve 
wickeds tell to Kapil (4d-i5-i4^5). 
Basically an outswing bowler, Kapil 
had started developing a new weapon 
—tiie surprise inswiugcr—before ne 
toured England. Tiiere he learnt to 
aou a snarper edge, to it. in EngAand, 
he also perfected the weapon of tne 
yorker. Quite a few of nis 28 wickets 
against Kim Hughes’ Australians and 
32 against Asit Iqbal's EakUtanis 
were bagged with the heip of the 
Hew weapons be had periepted in 
England. 

Kapil invaded the English scene 
with a loud bang heard aii over tne 
cricketing world. Piaying agiJnst 
Northamptonshire—"that county for 
whom Bed! used to play/' a$ Kapil 
remembers it—he hift the 
fastest century, in only 74 mlh\ites. 
Did it mean anything special! to him? 
“No, noihing realiy. Just one of Iho&i*. 
things.” The unaffected way in 
which he says it you know he is still 
an unspoilt youth. But the feat was 
not a Joke. The Norihants attack 
included England off^splnncr Peter 
Willey. One six and 13 fours were 
the tiiief strokes of the hurricane 
innings. Kspll rememiwrs It for 
some square and cover drives madn 
against the quick bowlers. 

It is after a lung time that Indian 
cricket has discovered a player with 
the approach of Ksptt^a dynamic 
approach coupled with that thing 
called *ktl]er's Instinct*. VJhtn he is 
nof .sbnttf*ring wickets'to win matches 
for rpdie. He is expocUsd to play u 
whirlwind kno^ to beat the clock. 
IndN <*x4Htc7ted some such heroic feat 


from Kapil when skipiKT Venkstra 
ghavon promoted him in the batting 
onkM' In the exciting lust stages^ of 
the epic Oval Teat. But KapI! failed, 
and people, who^ become wise after 
the event, accused hJm of rartnms 
Golniif for his big shots, be was caught 
ut rntd-on, 


Kapil’s version of the story is: *T 
always Aigiu for the team. 1 was sent 
higher UD in the order to get the 
runs, i had to take a chance. There 
were stBl about 60 runs to get in U 
overs.” Kapil haa a atrong persouU^ 
and does hi* own thinking. Awbody 
tutoring him at thta stage wtif only 
be wasting hi* thhe. 


Kupil In always a groai tCAmi nuh 
who loves to “fight for my t'eam in 
any situation''. lew men fq 
cricket have achieved so much in 
short a time. Asked about bi.s 
lion, be said, ‘Records etc. keep 
coming. But rfty aim is always to be 
able to fight for my team. l un¬ 
happy when 1 am doing that." 

Kapil has bettered Australian 
Graham McKenrie’s record (71) for 
the highest number of Teat wtcket^^ 
In a calendar year. It is a world 
record, but Kapil was “happier when 
1 bacame the first Indian fast bowler 
to take 100 Test wickets” 

Few Indian Test crtrUiKer.s have 


won more individual awards than 
Kapil has. If be is not the **be 3 t 
bowler'* in a Test, he is the “man of 
the match“—even “man of the series” 
But all' such awards are shared by 
the team. He is also much sought 
after by the advertising agencies. 

Unique among the monetary 
awards Kapil has hagged is the Ks 
10,000 cheque from his State Govern 
ment in March shortfly before Haryana 
went down to Bombay in the Ranli 
Trophy semifinal. The award is 
meant for a State sportsman better- 
ing a world record. Kapil's feat in 
bettering McKenzie's 71 Test wickets 
in a calendar year was put in that 
gtobai category. At tbe awards 
ceremony at Chandigarh, Mr Bhajan 
Lai, Haryana's Chief Minister, added 
Rs 10,000 from his own discretionary 
fund. Indisputably, no single person 
has done as much as Kapil in putting 
Haryana on the national scene—not 
even Master Chandgi Ram. 

The windfalls have made little 
difference to Kapil, the man. Youngest 
of a prosperous Punjabi fainil.y of 
timber traders, all six-footers, from 
Cnandigarh, Kapil is used io money. 
“Money trorn cricket has not meant 
loo much to me—not more tban the 
enjoyment and the hlonou^^,' says 
Kapil. It is nothing unusual if 
cniKlreo bringing up the rear in 
Indian families nre spoilt brats. But 
Kapil has remained unspodt. He 
doesn't smoke and doesn't drink — 
laudable indeed for a young man who 


is already in the 70 per cent Income 
tax bracket. 

Kapil is also the subject of much 
female attention, and his name was 
recently linked with that of a young 
film actress. He dismissed all such 
stories as rubbish. “There is absolu- 
^euy no truth in them. She has met 
me a cxiuple of times. That's all. 
You know my Tamily. How can 
there be any talk of my marriage to 
any girl when there is an older 
brother and a sister waiting to get 
married.” 

When he led Haryana last season, 
Kapil, 22, became the younger Ranji 
Trophy captain. He had the distino 
Lkm of taking Haryana into the semi- 
hiiats of the national championship 
for the first time in the State's 11 
years in the Gorapeticion. “Haryana 
made Kapil the captain in recogui’ 
lion of his growing stature,” says ex* 
captain Dr Havinder Chadha, who 
rc«iinquished the post he has occupied 
tor eight years. Now, playiug under 
Kapil, in whose development as a 
Cl icket<?r, the doctor from Chandigarh 
has played no uiiconsidcrable part, 
Chadha was pleased at the way the 
tleogeiing captain performed his 
duties. Kapil is already being .seen in 
the role of North's Duleep Trophy 
captain. 

Kapil's kiRer instinct and fighting 
spirit j5 going to be a great help in 
his job as captain. Twice—against 
Utiar Pradesh and Kamataka-*^this 


season, Kapil came from behitki to 
win matches for Haryana. I^pil. 
according to Chadha, is a “good 
student of the game and is never shy 
oi seeking advioe or learning irom 
others”. True it will tajte some time 
before Kapil becomes a “complete 
captain”, but Chadha is confident it 
will not be long before he beoomeo 
one. Coach Azad, who came a(ll the 
way from Chandigarh to Ruhtak to 
waich Kapil the captain, also felt the 
Sc.me way. “Captaincy has brought 
no change in Kapil, he thought, add¬ 
ing, “he will always remain a fighter,” 

How did Kapil feel facing his Test 
captains. Gavaskar, who led Bombay, 
and Vishwanath who led Karnataka 
•Normal,” replied Kapd. “1 am never 
overawed.' ’ 

Kapil's abilities as an ail-purpoee 
man have evoked comparisons with 
Ian Botham of Bnglund. But Kapil is 
far from battered at this. ““My name 
IS Kapii Dev Nikhanj.” he proudly 
reminds you. ’’Let them not call me 
tfie Botuam of India. If people can’t 
hedp making (ximparLsons, let them 
call Botham the Kapil Dev of 
bikgAand.” 

When tbe two met in the Jubilee 
Test at Bombay in february, Botnam 
stole the show. Botham had a 
centiiry (114) and match figures of 13 
for 106 to star in England's victory. 
Kapil scored 0 (caught Taylor bowiled 
Ho\ham) and 45 not out and bad 
match figures of three for 95. But 
then statistics are not all. 
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Career 



K apil deV wkhan^ made ms t^st DfiAur 

4^ain$tPak(^iK0 at F4f^al»l)4d 4>tl Wij. 

rjfl thi' end Of the Jfabifce 4|iramst Kniid^iid 4t 
in a ^an ol 10 months fee feed fettn^ed in 20 
fcsitr Kapil Dev and Kat^an Gh^ivu have opetied 
India’s bowling attack ui 42 of JM Te$ts and 

on not a single pcca^ion cimU the oppotiept^ opening 
pair manage to pradno* a tbroe-figure stand 


On rf^bruarv 2L l9Bi), when be tvopred the sevenUi 
mn in hi> 30 run knock m tndia\«t *%econd innings of 
ibe CaKutU Test against Pakistan (Ms 25th TesU 
K tpd Dev became the youngest ev^ir to cOipplete the 
‘double* He was then 21 years and 27 days old and 
thus joined the ranks of 19 olhoc ail-rounders who 
had pt^rforiped the ‘double’ of 10(Hl and 100 

wirkets in Test, 


Kapil Dev made 270 luns and took 32 vidcketB 
agam>it Pakistan in 197080 and bt'came oolv the fifth 
in the hst of alLroundcrs who have stored 250 or more 
luii'i and taken 25 or more wickots in a 

Tn the year 1979, ICipil also took 74 wicktets 
(iv. 23 24) iii 18 Tests b tt nng <h ihdpt McKenzie's 
locord of 71 wickets (av 24 46) in 14 Tests in 1064 

Kapil’s 7 tor 50 versus Paki Ian at Madias was 
hell *) than Atnai SmghS 7 for 86 at Madras agamst 
FnMimd m 1933 34 and D Phadkar’s 7 toi 159 v isus 
We.t Todies at Madras In 1948-49 His match analv&is 
n tor 146 stands as the best among the Indian 
pacers 


Kapil he5 taken 25 or more wickets in a $erio& 
on two occasion—agamst Austialu 28 wickets 
(av 2235) in 1979 and 32 wtckiti (iv 1768) igaini$t 
pdKetan in 1979 80 This is a record ior an Indian 
scanu j 

Kapil was 20 years and 21 dav^ old when he hit 
a century agamst \Vt\vt Indies at Ddhi m 197B79 lie 
bettered Abbas AH B<ug’s record of 112 ^igjiiist Lug 
land at Manchester in 19M at the age of 20 years 
and 131 days. 

Kapil Dev^s 32 wickets (av, 1768) was the highest 
aggregate by any bowler m either <iide jo an IndU- 
PakiStan series, betieilng the previous best bv V 
Matvkad of 25 Wickets <nv. 20 56) la the 1952-53 


r ^ 

series, ifni 3& wioMts in the nine Tcbis ogmucirt 3pdk»s 
ailO g 0 t up a new remxA fur the highe-n widket 
by an Indian against Pakistan igain better^ 
mg the recota of S7 wmets (av. 24i,07) hv Mankad 
in nin0 Tests agofnst Pakistan 

KapiTs tally of 28 widcets (av 223$) ui the 1979 
soncs again:^ Austraiia erased the previous ictwd bv 
Pras^nna of 26 wickets (av 2584) m the 196^6 
series in Ittdla However Bedims 31 wukrt^s (av 25,87) 
m the 1977-78 series in Austcatid is the best. 

Besides this, Kapil is the seveitth Indiup and the 
ni^ amdng the seaiftm to take 100 ^sitkels m r**sK 
Bcdi with 266 wickets ip 67 Tests, (Ai unhiis kh^s with 
242 wickets m 58 Tests^ Fra^attOa wdh 169 witk ts in 
49 T^als> M«lgkaa with 162 wicketa m 44 HeKts, Subash 
Guptc with 149 wickets In 36 Tests ami Vt ukaira 
gfaavari With i45 Wickelb in 50 Tests an* the enl\ utb i 
Indiana to take lOO or more wickct'i hi Tevts, 


TKMT CAHREB 
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PAfiVlNDER SINGH NAflANG 


According to Mi R P Mehra who 
ds Cricket Board piesidenl a toiipU 
Dt years ago, Wtis th< hrst to diaw 
the nation's attention to Kapul s 
talents, Kapil is a blotter bowler than 
Bottiam But, as a batsman, Botham s 
defence is better ‘Xi Kapil applus 
his mind to batting and improves his 
concentravion, be will be the worhl s 
best ali-iounder of his day,” says Mr 
Mohia who m his time had a leputa 
tion as a strong hooker of fast now 
hag, 'Kapd’s match winniiig innings 
at Bombay against Pakistan on a tin n 
mg wicket proved his gieat batting 
qualities He batted as there wan 
nothing in the wicket Kapift has it m 
him to repeat the kinings many 
times ” Mi Mehra also believes that 
‘captaincy cannot afiPect KapiTs 
cricket because he is lion-hearted” 

Few cricketers have achieved so 
much tn such short time. How far 


(an K ipil go' Three senes m a Year 
i> too muth for any Test cricketer, 
(specially a fast bowler who has to 
toil 1*0 haid Rest and physical 
hiness are very important for a fast 
bowler aiming to go far in the game. 
A fast bowler does not last as long 
as d slow bowler 

lo be sucressfiil for long a last 
bowler 1 as lo practise the tvaag’ of 
a vogi’ says Mr Mehra If Kapil 
(an du that he might even better 
the records ot Fred Trutman and 
Rav liudwall, both of whom were 
sticklers for htness ” Mr Mehra's 
advice has a hidden meaning Whal 
the oldstei is trying to say is that 
life IS too fast and too full of temp 
tations lor the young Test crickctei 
of today 

Kapil took his first wioket on Octo 
ber 21, 1978, when he had Sadiq 


Molidiiunad caught lu the "•hp* by 
(idvaskar loi 16 lhat w is at I nsa 
Ubad Pakistan, when' he first 
emerged as a Test fast bowler 

In Pakistan on that tour Kapil 
bought a gold chain to wear lound 
his neck On his return a inend 
hung a little image of Shiva and iho 
letter ”K* to the chain So fast wd'. 
Kapils progiess that when Asd Iqbal 
brought his Pakistanis over iho iol 
lowing season he completed h^s bag 
oi 100 l(st wickets 5adiq was his 
99th victim and Taslim Arif making 
his debut in the Calcutta Test the 
moth “ caught by Chetan rhjuhan 
at short .square lleg for 90 

The friend would like to believe 
th«< the l/>rd Shiva ha.^ guided ”K 
in his romaikable destiny as a lest 
airketer May the good Lnid con 
liriue bestowing his favours 



CountYcrid^ 
starts under 
goM 


ASHISH ray 


f ss^r>L 





r ««t^ «hanP^ r&f event 
to i^v« dse to ft tot of no«taai<^ 
gto ^ enjiybody wbo is aiijHb«»*y 
in <!rtel;ito iQraia nr tMtd‘s nlB^ 
® P^jto^toitowas 
tlte tot Iwa beuair bepIfS, utpt,^ 
jwtive <rf the w«4to«r or to oaii* 

was in ritor otod 4 ^ toerltaa 



IS^ way *t to 

Sra ^tetottt waa abd. 

itol of a high order. 

A 

K meeting lElsae*^ under' 

Btodiattv tod and otoild 

totoWe only 3«to for 4 at 
wbtob 3^ toy deoUir«d< Barti»*g ' 
Tavare, w^o aotebed up 8* 
ami foliowed up with JI5 to to 
second outma out of hia aide’s to 
roc 9 tojlared, no one really mt 
going. It vras a distinguish^ per-, 
fc^ance from to Kent hats^ 
who spent to winter at home atoi 
seems to have benefited frian to 
exercise Amon^ the other young 
Test aspirants, Paul Parker of Su.t- 
aeat impressed sotnewhsi with hi.s 
essay Of 32 in to; fimt toings^i-hut 
Alan Butcher, Kchard .^umb and ' 
Paul Hoebuck all ^appointed im¬ 
mensely So Tavare has deftndtelv 
etolen a inarch over the others. 

Essex replied with 257 for 7, 
which constituted a contribution of 
69 from veteran Mike Sexiness, 
supported by 44 and 41 from Gra^ 
ham Gooch nrA Kcitii Fletcher, Tor 
the last-mej'itioned, xt^\yj Jx^ing 

discussed o possibu* jival to 
Botham for the Bngiand eaptamcy, 
it was not all uniiixioly effort, par¬ 
ticularly so because it was stitched 
together m poor li^ght and in a 
moist and W'lndy atoosphciw which 
no doubt augmented i\v .ncisive- 
ness of DiUey, Wdsi.n ;>vil Bonham. 
Dillcy. who fow^vd \'.c'U'nij;; jj-nd 
India earlier and W;;scrr. o! 
tershire worked s.p .i .;ooc; oace. 


despite the .'-.oftness o* the p;tcl*, 
'and one can viauaijse them I'pora'.- 
ing in harness for Eni{iand one dav 
DU ley, whose .ictwn was under 
cloud in Au.slraha, a^ss scrutinized 
very dosely dur.ng she match and 
has obviously mssed the test On 
his return humt-. ho has been 
attempting to switch lo a more 
Hioe-on ddivvij atride which, how¬ 
ever, he has not pcrf«ied lay yet 

As for Wijson. who spi*nt the win** 
tor m South Africa, five wickets in 
rf *»0»f SUcciiss- 

fUi MCC bowler and although there 
• w Kiill .■» bit. pf ungainlinesa to hl3 
appi'Oftch, the prumi.se is uitoP^t- 
edly there. England arc 
mr 0 rpplac<>mt*?it tor Bob 'Wlllfa 

at. either of these two couldi fe- 
ctfi ve a cftlUtp. ' 

tJUimfttely, toe* were ' . & 

' ^ ^tn in two boors 

*”f la? SJ^^w*,*®** subsided to SO ftM* 
fi Wlto W minutes left, but B. ». 

rutnvi held out apd 
b«fdod to score to 102 until MCC 
to a draw with d|to of 
tp<f 20 towMatoy overs, reauitoing* 



















'Sportspeople 


Officials, my foot! 

1 1 IS rHRLE MONTHS SINCE lt> 
yoar oM Mcntnder Kaur of 
Ludhiana broke her right thigh while 
participating in the JuUundur State 
athletic meet And all the progress 
she IS now making is with a plaster 
on the injured thigh and the help nt 
Cl utehes 

Maninder, partiapatmg iq the long 
jump event at the meet, not only 
cleared the jumping pit but landed 
on haid ground on falling breaking 
her thigh foi all her efforts The 
jumping pit was made less than nine 
metres in length, thanks to the 
ofticials who were of the opinion that 
girls would not be able to jump to 
the length that Maninder eventually 
did But the vicident had happened 
It was left only to making amends 
On humanitarian grounds, if nothing 
else and see that the girl was given 
adequate faalitie.s for her treatment 
But none botliered In fart one offi' 
cial even refused to provide transport 
for her to- be taken to the hospital It 
was Pnthipal Singh, an ex-hockey 
mtemational, now director PAU, 
Ludhiana, who finaltly saw her to the 
hospital 

llie callousness of the offiaals did 
not stop there There was not one 
official who visited Maninder during 
her long stay in hospital 

Meanwhile, following the hue and 
cry raised ni the local and other 
presses, the Education Department of 
Punjab has instituted an inquiry into 
the incident, and offeied a goodwilll 
esture of Rs 2,000 towards Manin 
er's medical expenses Manindei s 
father has, however, refused help 
from various other sources includ¬ 
ing the Lions Club of Chandigarh 
ana the Punjab Electricity Board, 
where he works saying that be 
does not require *khairat* (alms) He 
says that if the government has 
day consideration it should ensure a 
seat for Maninder in the foui year 
BSc Home Saence course, which 
Maninder wanted to pursue after the 
completion of her Matriculation ex 
am Illation 


Maninder is justly disappointed 
with the treatment she has been 
meted out by the sports odicials and 
IS ceitain that she wiU never take to 
sports again, even if she couM, which 
IS still in doubt According to some 
officials Maninder showed a #oi of 
promise and could have made the 
grade soon But it is not to be 

Who says that one can become a 
champion of sports on one's own 
efforts Manindei at least knows 
different .^he would say My foot* 
K all depends on the officials. 

IS 


WiU Pavitter do it ? 

S lRlklNG A GOU) AND A Sa.VER 
medal lunn^ng neck and neck 
with the old and seasoned atniete-s m 
a nmUinational content m a foreign 
land at Uie age of only 19 is an 
achievement which will make any 
young man and his country feel 
proud of That is what young 
Pavitter Singh a B A Part I student 
of Sports College JiiHluiidur has 
accomplisheil Participating m the 
Pakistan Natamal Games where 
athletes from Iian and fiaq also took 
paiC Pavittei Singh crowned himself 
with gloiv when he helped India win 
the gold medal in the 4X100m relay 
lac’e This was toBowed by bis in¬ 
dividual Mctoiv m the 400m where 
he struck silvei medal clocking 40 5 
seconds This is ihe best tuning which 
PavKici has lecoixJrd m) fai In the 
1979 iiuci uiiiveisitv athletic coni 
petitHJn at Pune Pavitter had a 
liming of 46 8 stc<mds m winning the 
too metres gold But many athletic 
expelts liel that Pavitter’s tuning 
can Ik? tiiither impioved to dead 48 
siconds Tins is not boused on a Wind 
lonvKtion While undergoing training 
Pavittfi had chukeni 48 I secs m the 
home liaik So it may not be difficult 
toi him to 1 educe that one second 



Pavitter Mtlkha\ mantle 


Everyone who has seen Pavitter 
niximug has high expectaitiona of him 
Prinapal Tulorhan Sxngh Ehatia 
whose student Pavitter was m the 
school, feels that bo is a natural 
runnel who is endowed wHb inborn 
talent In the school, Pavitter would 
run both the 4^ 100m relay race as 
well as the 400 metres In 1978, 
Pavitter had won the sdver medal m 
the hurdles in the National School 
Gameci Since that time he refuse to 
Hook back He also pocketed a 
broii/e medal in thail meet 
Ilte victories in the Pakistan Games 
have injected tnoie conhdeiice ki him 
Included m the list of the athletes 
taking part in the strict trainmg 
schedule at Patiala as a part of pre¬ 
parations for the Moscow Olympics 


A chip of tho old block 

r TlIE SECOND AMATEUR 
Ladies Asian Invitational Gqlf 
Team Championship fat the Oiuf^eii 
Slnkit Cup (named aflei the qu«*en 
of Thailand) held lecenlly lu Jakarta, 
India was led by her top lady golfer 
\/m,ta riwalkt Besides Vinila 
who led India also in the inaugural 
championship at Bangkok and whose 
individual score was th** eighth best 
there Amani Desai and Mis Sita 
Rawllcy were in the team 


Vinita was born to the game of 
golf Her father the late Sardar I 
S Malik, bhazed a bright tr.iil, niak 
ing history bv becoming the hrst 
Indian membei of the Hoval Lalcutta 
Golf Club in 1948 and then in 19^30 
the Sardar chiuhed the Ail India 
amateur titla Again, Ashok M^lik 
VinitaS biother stepped into his 
father's shoes and won the ail India 
title more than onci Vimta proved 
to be a chip of th«w old block Sh( 
loo claimed the alllndia iadns title 
at the ToUvgiinge Club last m n 

Perhaps W cause oi this lomiliar 
exposure to the game bungs 

a relaxed and sane ptispettive to 
hei own game She thmks ol goll 
as a game, avoiding t motional ups 
and downs which mn< the game 
To her captaincy brings obnttiviU 
tact and competence all oi winch 
add up to leadership quahtus 
Vinita said '*1 do not consider mv 
self an authoiity on anything p< i 
taming to the gam^ But I think 
that if ladles’ golf is to gatWr mo 
mentum in India a great deal meds 
to be done First to improve tin 
quality of golfing ixnformance there 
must be a shift of emphasis ftom 
handicap* based competitions to 

scratch competitions 

becoiidly, the absence of Munici 
pal courses like the ones m the West 
where one can play at aaiy tune for 
n small ontiance fee, wc in India 
need alternatives to reach out to the* 
youngsters who may develop a keen 
ness foi the game Exactly what the 
alternatives are is something to be 
worked out” 

Ashe bows out 

r E NEWS OF ARTHUR ASHERS 
retirement from tfompetitive 
tennis Cdunounoed on April lo) came 
as a sarpnse to tennis buffs It was 
generally believed that the greatest 
black male tedtUa player was getting 
hia second wind and would surface at 
the top during the coming Wimble¬ 
don tournament The beQief was 
strengthened 1^ Ashe’s own hbpeful 
statement aftw a week of his under¬ 
going quadruple bypa<«8 heart sur 
gery at New York’s St Lpke’s Hoa 
pit^l in December last year. 


i won’t- be entering any more 
tuuinaments”, he said. Hu health 
was one of the many factors that 
influenced bis decision to retire from 
competition, the tennu star duclosed 
So the chest pain that the SS-yeer-otd 
Ashe aniffereo on July SO last yea- 


career of tbe OoUtured teaiiii .viaswr- 
Ur. Stof^n S^ekit coikciii4ea " ion 
Auflust 3) after eardiac teatina that 
Asne had suffered a heart attack 
for treatment of which the Decem¬ 
ber operation was necessary. 


Arthur Ashe Wf9 born at lUch^ 
mondi Virginia on ^uly 10, 1943. Son 
of a park policeman, Ashe became 
ill 19^ the rir.st negro in the US 
Davis Cup team. In 1970 he was re¬ 
fused visa to visit South Africa by 
the White govei ament. Thia de** 
cision recoiled upon that govern¬ 
ment and hardened woUd opinion 
against South Africa's pertioipation 
in the Davis Cup. Zventuauy, in 
1973, Ashe was permitted to com¬ 
pete at Johannesburg where he 
lost to Connors in the final. 



\/ERY ffEW PEOPiS WUX BE 
V astonished at the decision in 
which indla's 20^year-o]id young and 
daahing Mohanrn^ Shahid was nam¬ 
ed Plt&er of the Iburiiament by a 
panel' of judges appointed by the 
Sports Writers’ Assodgtlott of Ida- 
laysia. This was dlone at the end of 
the recent Quadrangular hockey 
toumameitt at Kuala Lumpur in 
which Aiiistralia» l^dia, Pakistan and 
the hosts Malaysia participated. This 
was the silver lining; in an otherwise 
dark cloud for mala which finished 


third m the four-nation contest. 


Being picked up from a team which 
in no way can be said to have wrht* 
gled out of its bad spot and also 
against the powerful teams Uke Pa¬ 
kistan and Australia, h is indeed a 


The injury-prone Ashe missed al¬ 
most the whole of 1877 (playing only 
four tournaments in the year) be¬ 
cause of a heel operation. StilU he 
returned to the top IS in world in 
1978. Bad luck continued to haunt 


great recognition for a player Hie 
award is a tiibute to the abiiity of 
this youngster from Lucknow and 
will go a long way in estaMishing 
Shahid ip the Indian hockey team. 
It is also gratifying to note that 
India will be secure as far as the 


him, however, and while climbing 
out of the BBC radio commentary 
booth at Wembley he suffered a 
fluke neck iniury and was forced to 
withdraw from the tournament be¬ 
fore his semi-final with Gullikson. 
Last year he was ninth in world 
rankingvS and was in the lUh place 
in the Grand Ptix He was runner-up 
to McEnroe at the Masters tourna¬ 
ment for which he qualified bv de- 


inside left berth is OOncetned. Be¬ 
fore Shahid it used to be Punjab’s 
Surinder Singh Sodhi at this positioa. 
With Sodhi also in full cry and 
ShahkI scaling new heights, India 
will be making in future the better 
choice out of the two main contend¬ 
ers. Shahid’s recent recognition at 
the intemationall level will prove a 
great challenge also /Or young Sodhi 
who had been tiiMng lul^grm 


fault performance off and- on. From now 

onwards he will have to be on bis 
Ashe won the Wimbledon to 1975 guard and in all this bargain India 
and the US Onen title seven years be the real beneficiary, 

before that. 1975 was an important 


year for him for he won the WCT As far as Shahid is copoerned his 
final too that year. Tt is a pity that abiUty was never in doubt even 
health again stood between him wUle he was being fietded at the 
and these titles. outside left position. H^ile taking 





Shahtd : Keep tt tip 

part in the second phase of the 
at Julluudur for the PIA Champk>ti^ 
ship Trophy. Shahid started many 
old Olympians with his dash, speed, 
stamina and remarkable bail control. 
His recovery of the ball and quick 
entry into the rivaft ‘D’ was a treat 
to watch. So it looked inevitable 
that this young chap would leave an 
indelible mark on the national , 
hockey scene. 

Only a handful of people might 
know that Mohammed Shahid was 
the baby of the Indian team in both. 
the PIA Champions lYophy at Kart* ; 
chi and the Quadrangular hodcey < 
tournament at Malaysia. A B. A. ^ 
Part I student lu the Lucknow Uni»> 
versity. Shahid is a player of grit \ 
and determination. He was tried at 
outside left position only in last Ja¬ 
nuary on the eve of the Champions ^ 
Trophy. And before Karachi Shahad^s^ 
international experience was confin-^^J' 
ed to the Junior World Cup tourney 
hold at Versailles, Paris last year. t 


Shahid*$ hockey career had begun ^ 
even belorc he joined JP Mehlh ^ 
school at Varanasi. He played ut'i 
bis sdiool team in^aQl types of toplv^l 
naipeut and showed a lot of promise. 
The Gaya Smaraka hockey tourna-^S 
meat was one such competition/^^ 
This was the period when Shahid^ 
played as inside left lliis suited 
his style of play. , | 

After bis school days were ove^H 
S^hahal came to Lucknow and join^^ 
the team which participated in 
Nationals. He twice made his ap-S 
earance in the junior Nationals at , 
aduraa and Calcutta. In 1979 
was taken in tbo Indiaii junior team ? 
to play in the Junior Woild Cup^^ 
Thereafter, when the Soviet hockey i 
team visited India Shahid represent*^ 
cd India in the Lucknow Te.st* J 
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In the concluding part of his 
series of articles on the South 
African greats. MICHAEL 
MELFORD. the noted British 
cricket columnist. profiles 

opening batsman BARRY 

RICHARDS who made his 
Test debut 10 years ago again 
St Bill' La wry's Australians. 
This incidentalljy. was the last 
Test series played by South 
Africa. 

J T WrUL BE HARD FOR STUDENTS 
of cricket history in the future^ 
who Sfsc th»at Barry Richards played 
in only tour Test matches, to realise 
that lor a period in ihj) 1970s he 
was almost certainly the best bals- 
inaii ill the world. Now will his 


recx)rd in hiRires. splendid thoujth it 
is, guile reflect his true brilliance, 
for he often threw hjs wicket away 
in a situation wherein a batsman 
with a different approach would have 
gone on for as long as he coulld. 

It is fair to say that at his best — 
which may still be with him, though 
he gives himself no opportunity to 
iind out now in firstdass cricket— 
he was almost never dismissed by 
the bowlers’ guilt. He got himself 
out through some exa?ss. At his best 
which means when he took the 
trouble to observe the cxinventioiis of 
batting, he was immaculate in his 
orthodoxy and amazingly quick of 
eye, foot and reflex. 

Technically he could be faultless 
but he had two fringe weaknesses. One 
was that if pinned down by good 
bowling or his own mistiming and 
failure to beat the field for merely 
an over or two he woufld often take 


some fatal risk. The bemused bowl' 
er would bo given a wicket which he 
had little hope of taking. To specta¬ 
tors it seeni^ a gross waste that a 
feast of batting should be cut short 
simply by impatience. But that was 
not as sad as Richards’ other weak¬ 
ness which was being bored with 
making runs. 

If he had the opportunity to pBav 
Test cricket through the 1970s he 
would doubtless have had a greater 
incentive. But during his 10 years 
with Hampshire and his seasons at 
home in South Africa, he. seemed to 
bepmc increasingly bored with the 
daily routine of making runs and 
fielding. He hated the early season 
cold in England and the almost 
empty grounds. He would stand at 
slip with hands in pockets and though 
he missed little there and indeed 
caught many superb catches he (look- 
p<I a picture of moody boredom 
Though he entertained others with his 
batting, he himself seemed to take 
less and less pleasure from the runs 
whk:h he made with a talent given 
to very few. Ta this respect he re¬ 
minded me of a great 19th century 
clown who’could make others laugh 
but .suffered from acute melancholia 
himself. 

It .seemed tragic that one who bad 
given so much quality and glamour 
to the game and who had so much 
stifll to give should lend his name to 
a book including the words: “One 
of the happiest days of my life will 
be when I walk out of a cricket 
ground for the 'last time.” 

Ho has rightly believed that even 
when South African cricket became 
fully multi-racial as it did several 
years ago, his country woudd not re¬ 
enter Test cricket. In 1974 he said 
to me that even if South Africa 
were back in Te.st cricket by 1971^ 
when he would be 33, it would be too 
late for him. He would not be good 
enough. 1 laughed and said that he 
would have to go into a very cnin- 
siderable decline but he was not 
optimistic and clearly, honestly bcliev' 
cd that he would soon be past his 
best. 

Those who have known him since 
he was a boy, who stWl find him like¬ 
able and extremely articulate on 
cricket and who miss the delight of 
watching him bat, have to be content 
with memories. But what memories? 

R ichards first came to enc- 

land aged 17 as captain of a 
South African Nuffield Schools side 
in 1963 and left no doubt of his 
ability even in a side of unusual 
maturity and talent. Mike Procter 
was his vke-captajn and the strength 
of the side can be illustrated by their 







perfoimance against Winchester 

College, a school of great cricketing 
traditions even if it was not as 
strong at this time as when the Nd- 
wab of Pataudi was gracing its 
grounds five years earlier 

The South African side slaughtered 
Winchester m a day by an innings, 
losing only one wicket m the pro¬ 
cess They bowled Winchester out 
for 56 dod 151 and in between 

Richards dcclaied soon dfter a brst 
wicket stand of 196 ended Still more 
leiTiarkdblo, neither Richards nor 
Piortoi halted nor took a wicket in 
the match 

Richards cam< again m 15)6() on a 
minor tour and stayed on afUrwaids 
with Procter—they had, in tact, had 
a season’s experience with Gloucester 
shire Si'cond XJ the yeai before 

Having difficulty in getting m to a 
piikcd Oval for the last Test between 
I ngland and West Indies, they volun 
Kered m then ketnness to work m 
the diessing room and saw some of 
till iiidtch between spoWs of cleaning 
Indian boots 

Both were already on the verge of 
lest crickft in South Africa Rk haids 
hid impressed those who saw him 

pidv for Natal agiinst Mike Smiths 
1 n^l ind side in 1904-65 and he made 
Mins handsomely again^^t Hu Austia 
bans in minoi matches m 190(^67 
Ht was k( pt out of the lest side by 
the selectors’ rclui’tmft to upsit the 
i seclUnt team spiiit wh eh Pitei Van 
f)f I M< rwe hid engendered and bv 
ihi pros* nee of a suecessfuil o|itnmg 
pm in Bailow ind (joddard though 
d tlKit time he was not a ugular 
i jx nnig batsman 

In 1968 when instant Hgistrition 
ol OMisoas playeis was intiwluied m 
Lngland he wis signed by JIarnpshue 
and bet,dn charming spectatois and 
making luns on all types of pitches 

In 1969-70 he played his only Test 
series In the four matches against 
Australia he made two centuries of 
which the fiii^t iii Durban was a 
clcusic by any o^tandards My impies 
Sion at the tinu was that it was the 
ptrlect innings a model ot foolwoik 
elegance and orthodoxy There was 
.some time wasting in the held of 
which not dill the Austialians app 
roved, otherwise he would have made 
100 befoic lunch on the first day 
As It was he made 97 and 
ached 100 in the first ovei after 
lunch He shared in an hour of 
marxeltou:^ batting with Graeme 
I’ollock ID which they scored 103 runs 

second 100 at Port Eii/abeth 
was an example of Richards in fitful 
rather than classical vein Having 
scored 81 m the first innings uul 
without error he made his first 50 in 
the second innings fairly circxini 
•»pectily Then he was lor a short 
time slowed down and responded 
violently by slogging his way up to 
126 At Wtsdm said he “ran amok’*. 

A year later Richards had a season 
With South Australia He averaged 



109 and helped South Aut>tidlia to 
win the Sheffield ShKdd and made 
and 140 against Ray Illingworths 
visiting Lngland side In Perth against 
Westcin Auslrailia whose bowling in 
eluded Graham McKen/ie the young 
l)c nnis Lillee and Tony Luck he m ide 
ZZ ) not out in ti live and halt hour 
day, the most n mai kable innings of 
Jib type since the high scoring days 
of Don Bradman It was c liar ictei istic 
that when he was out next inoTnmg 
ioi 556 rl was to a slow lull tocss; 
which had huii Ibw 

Aftei a lew veais with II impshirc 
ho was given (lordon Giecnidgt 
his opening paituii How nuuh of 
Cjik nidges subsequent siicie^s and 
how nianv ol his det^d.sijting steokes 
h< Jearnl fiom Richaixis can oulv b< 
guojsscd But It IS a cut ions tul 
that though (.itemdgc plays so inudi 
in the eriatH VVe^t Indi ni iiuihik r 
he leaint his ciickrt m Ingiland 

R k HARDS PLAYID (OIJNIIJSS 
supiib innings m the 197\)s and 
witli hi^ help and under an uutsland 
ing captain in Richard Gilliat Hami>- 
shire* became a force m the land 
They Won the ( ounty Championships 
foi only the second time iii 1975 and 
wire the iinluckiest losers ever m 
1974 when they lost their Oast five 
days ot the season at Bournemouth 
thiough bad wluather which did not 
affect the icsl of the c'ountry <is 
seveiely 

In 1975 and 1978 Hampshire won 
the John Plavei League of 40-oveT 
matezhes on Sunday afternoons 
Richards was involved though some 
what differentay, m both succtssses 
With his instant brilliance and ability 
to play spectacular strokes from the 
first ball of the inningB he regularly 
gave Hampshire a start which so 
other Cous^ could expect. 


His best lemembercHi John Player 
innings was m the last match but 
one ot 1975 which Hampshire had to 
wwi to day on top l.eicestershirt 
were tough opponents and made 195 
in thc.r 40 overs Richards then 
made U? in 87 minutes^ and inililions 
wotrhmg On television still recall his 
hitting *he wily Rav Illingworth re 
peatedly over extra Cjover for six 
Hampshire made the ruos in only 29 
Overs 

Rtfhirds m ide <>89 lum m the lb 
mitrhis ihd year but in 1978 his 
hut in ILiinpshire s victoiy was li s* 
h ippv He w 1 *^ not ilways fit lie 
hid lost 1 IS ippitile to: Hu 1 nghsh 
I hin lit ind toi (. ountv (puket in 
ill iornis V\kth litoir than fi iiionlh 
ol Hu St isoii left he and Andy 
Roluits liotli isked to bf ^<I< isc*d 
trim tliMi contracts and Hnnpshiie 
rtti< PC ul\ to le4 them go A w< ikM 
howlnu suit nn^ they had no chum 
<)t wifinmg u\lhing but th<‘ lolin 
PI iy« It iMJ< Yet to then gicat 
cudjt <h4v fought cm in then depict 
(d st it< won five ot then Jas*^ six 
matt fits md won. the It igue in a 
dcspiiaU finish Thus Bury Rich 
ards < nded hi> association with 
Haiiipshiic lelalively unmissed 

South Atruan encket too was ciis 
enchanted with his attitudi for he, 
too easily gave the impression that 
he did not aflways tiy for those of 
Ic^sct talent and (oi those spectators 
who loved wa4chmg him bat, this was 
bitter disillusiQnment and Richards 
went off to live m Perth sadly un 
lamented the victim of his own pei 
sonality and no doulA of the frustra 
tion of not being able to ust* his 
immense gifts at the top level of 
Internationa! cricket But to those* 
who had the opportunity to watch 
hkn hat, he will always remain one 
of the best and most exating players 


BARRY RICHARDS 

-A'RICK EAGAR 













News: National 


FEDERATION CUP 

Calcutta 

teams 

dominate 

Despite the hot weather, the 
tournarvent is liroping aloixj 
and has reached the semi I mat 
stage ARIJIT S£N with ALOK 
DASGUPIA and SARAJIJ 
DEB reports on the happenings 
in the second week of this 
premier championship 

PIX NIKHIL BHAMACHARYA 

''PUF. SECOND ROtJND OE 'lllE 
1 r<M3crtiii«>n Cup tomniiiiirnt *it 
tlw-i I'tliMi Cardons vv<ks rojx'td ot 
ttie hrst, with tho two top Cahutta 
touiiis Muhffn Hajitan aii<l li.isl 
Bengal — weathi'i'inK the hrat virul 
tiW‘ oppOxsitioii to slrido to llir st‘ini 
tiiials, liko Moharimiedan Sporlmi: 
had dune ear la r. 


But their victoiie.s do not tcM the 
whole tale oV thiis piemier liKliuri 
Toot bail C4)nttKdiiiun whidi. barrinj^ 
Border Secuiity Fora', Jullunde.r. 
repie.senU> the ercam of club .sides 
ill the country. Competition was 
keen throughout and luck took a bi^ 
h ind IP the pro<.x*edii'i»s. 

What remains now Ls a tussle 
ciinoiij.* three Calcutta suit's and a 
loin- Fiiuiab Police. On the strength 
ol ''ai‘ii(u in'rl'orriianres, H is on tho 
s that ihi' trophy would anne 
to CaU uttd. But this, not wKb- 
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Watched by Anthony Rebello and Manash Bhaitachan/a, Brahmanand (Sal- 
fjafmcar) collects the boll 


out sweat or anxiety. In fact, one 
major leature of tho tournanieut ha<i 
been the admirable midfield doini* 
nance by several unsung teams. Had 
they been able to translate that 
supremacy into goal-bound shots, 
the ultimate pkture may have been 
entirely different. 

Mohun Bagan had the rirM win¬ 
ners of the cup ITf, eieinud rivals 
JCT Mills and Salguouir to a>ntend 
with. On pape^r, this was the 
strongest group, with the exception 
of .SaJgaocar, who w<*re not c'xpected 
to do much. However, they ended 
up beating a strangely lackadaisical 
JCT and hnishiug third ip the group. 
ThLs was,, however, only due to tho 
fact tiiat tlw' Punjab side — with 
eight Slate-level players - did not 
ever stretch fully, esp<?( laaiy after 
their leading light Indcr Singh could 
nut complete even one maxch owing 
to .HI injury 

Mohun Bagan toiufortably got past 
Salgaorar, but lound FI I a tough 
conlendiM. This Bangalore oullif 
had lH'ale!i Mohun Bagan kn the fust 
I ederatiun Uiuiney aiul was edged 
out bv the same team only via a ti<'- 
breaker iii the .second. In Caiculla. 
however, the team could not with- 
.sHand the initial lilit/ and, th'.spite a 
late rally, failed to settle tenus with 
the Calcutta champions, Although 
JCT and Mohuii Bagan have been 
•Iradiliniial livals, theie w.i.s a virtual 
no-malth when the two met in Cal 
ciilta. JCT’s goal came oivly at the 
fag end, when Mohun Bagan hatl 
Ciised off the pressuie. U was no 
iudita-fioji ol the superioidy that the 
hual liMin enjoyed Only I'M <,ould 
h.ive tiealed problem.s lor them but 
unfortunately, this team failed to uti¬ 
lise i^he chances that came. 

Fast Bt'iigal. on the other hand, 
had an easier draw, with a veteran 
filled MatutliiiJ — in the depleted 
thir(i I'ederation ('.up (ouiney m 
(Jauliali tln'v had finished i unriei'S — 
an unherulde<l lliiulustlnui Aeionau- 
itics Ltd, and (ioa league ehampian, 
IJernpo. As things turned out. how¬ 
ever. Fast Bengal faced rough wea- 
tlier against all three teams and par- 
lii'uiarly against unfancied HAL. In 
tact HAL and SLSA in the earlier 
round tuiiicd uut io be the surprise 
package oi the tuuiuanie.iit. 

Fast Bengal wore cf^stinctly lucky 
fo win 2 1 With l^ter shooting 
piowcss, the Banguloreans could have 
.‘'horn the feathered head of Cal¬ 
cutta's prize team. But that was the 
local outfit's first outing with a to¬ 
tally untried combitnatiuii. Although 
they were lucky to have the two 
Italians, Majid Baksher and Jamshid 
Nassiri — who hnally tidted the 
balance in their favour — their tra¬ 
ditional grit ffoally won them a 
berth in the semMiiials. 

Mafatlal were a shadow of tbcu 
past, with only Renjit Thapa and 
Keith Swain having to bear the bur¬ 
den of the entire squad. H was an 
impossible task — and they went 
down gamely to East Bengal. 



Deinpo. hefld to a draw by Mafat 
Uil earlier had to beat Fa&t Bengal 
bv a two goal margin to qualify But 
thiA team just could not come to 
lei ms with ttie heat aiKl lost 0-3 
instead The j>toic sheet did not sav 
that l>onipo had the bcUei of the 
oxdianges, oi that the chances muff 
ed in the first session amid have 
won the day for them Howevei, 
the team that lasts wins And Fast 
Bengal piov<*d K once again taking 
the chantx's that came — and nevet 
looking the gift hoise in the mouth 

And so the preliminaiT league 
hu'' ended Who wins only tune will 
determirn but one wonfd like to 

point out that f ast Bengal have dis 
played the giiatcsl tenai d\ — and 
have leiiiained thi chiscst kiii of 
dame link till the time of wiitiiig 


ICT vs m 

TN THE FIRST MATCH OF 
1 Group U iri 

1o<.ktd 1-1 m a game where hoin 
itu Sides had chances but 
tended to bo confined to mid-ficW 
fTl however, had mou of the ex- 
changes in the initial stage The 
jcr dtfendtrs appeared to be 
aanicky and cleared the ball away 
at fii^t oppottuntt> And Paimin- 
dii bingh on the foiwaid line, ou 
V htnu dop< nded a lot wasted at 
least three ihaiues thac could have 
been conveited into gOv Is 


It was iTI who “^shot into the 
thiough iMahmdia Pra ad, ^ho 
aftci getting the ball fmm midfield 
diibbled past Rhatia and seeing 
goalkeepei Surjit leaving his chai gt 

shot m on the run from the top of 
the nox That wa*^ in the 
minuU of the fiist half and JCi 
had to wilt till the 82nd mmule to 
< qudlise 

Indcr Sijtigh, the eveiercen foot- 
bailer had to leave the field aitei 
a collision with Sakhaff, the light 
stoppei of ITI The fall resulted 
m Indcr bi caking his right hand 
and not being able to play for the 
lesl of the touinament JCT, trying 
desperately for the equaliser, had 
Parmei in the role of a str ker and 
Parminder falling back And it 
was Parmer who paved the way for 
the equaliser when Kripal (substi¬ 
tuting for Inder) received his pass 
and beat the ITI defence by sheei 
speed 


A better fare was expected from 
the two teams as they included 
almost the two State teams of 
Punjab and Karnataka “Yes» wt 
aie capable of playing better, but 
llie heal beat us All our players 
«omplamed that the beat was ton 
much for them ITI is a good side 
and the heat must have affccled 
them also It was a good match, 
but we missed a lot of chances and 
for that we had to be contends 
with a draw'’, savd JCT coach G S 
Virk. 



An iiidir Mnqh fs cniTicrl out <f I’u lula 


The ITI coach, Ramaknshna Rao, 
also expiessed the same sentiment 
when he said “Oui boys played 
beyond expectations The weathei 
was loo hot foi football and'had 
wf not gone on the defensive, 1 
Hunk w( would have won 

MOIIUN BAGAN vs SALGAONCAR 
SPORTS CLUB 

Mohun Hagan could not have 
asked foi a bellei start in the 
Fcdeialion (.up when they acoied 
Hum tiibt goal in the 45th secono 
uf play and followed H up with 
anolhci in Ihi eighth imnuU But 
that was all After that the game 
Ik longed to Salgaoncar 

Foi Fiaiicis L> Souza, who opened 
lus account and his new club’s light 
m the 45lh second, it was a dream 
AflM the kick-off (by Salgaoncai), 
the ball went to B desh who sent 
a neat centre to Francis who, about 
10 yards from the goal, made no 
mistake in beating ’hia former Goa 
colleague Biahmananda with a fine 
placement Befoie the Goan team 
could settle down, Mohun Bagan 
siiuck again, Bidesh Bose scoring 
off fi centre from Manash Bhatta 
chaiya 

Perhaps satisfi^ d with the two 
i^oais, Mohun Bagan slowed down 
the pace and tended to lake it easy 
It was then that the Salgaoncar 
players gamed conliol ovei the 
game 1 In v would have scored 
twice but foi the woodwork 'a he 
Salgaoncai foiwaids exposed the 
weaknesses in the Bagan defence 
time and again, and had they a 


couple of good shooters, the "loiy 
would have been different 

It was our bad luck that we lost 
Twice the post came to the iMohun 
Bagan rescue We played better 
football Befou we could settu 
down pioperly, Ihf^y had stored 
both their goals Aftci that we 
dominated out could not -.coh 
B rahmananda played very well and 
tha* save off Gautani (a surpiisi 
shot fiom 20 yards out which 
Biahinanandd saved diving full 
Unt,th to his left and gripping tin 
ball) was just out of the woild. 
said T Shanmugam, the Sal^aunca) 
coach 

The Mohun Bagan roach Aroon 
Ghosh refused to comment upon 
his teams performance despite le- 
peabd lequcsls The sOence 
certainly mcompiehensible 


DEIVlPO vs MAFATLAL 

Uu opening in itch ol (>r<nip 1 
hf lwi»< a God 1 .1 ague t liaiupions 
DtMiipo hports ( lub and \i^\ vtais 
I ederatioii Cup lunncrs-up M il dial 
SpuHs Club of Bombay w is uii 
doublcdlv one of the most k<tiilv 
conk sled iiiatclies of ttu loiniidiiienl 
Both the teams played p<>siliv4 toot 
hill dt-spile the scorching heal aiul 
hiiinidity the Goa team, liained by 
Biitisb coach BootLmd appeared to 
he the better cxinibined side and teieik 
a e omnia luling 3-1 lead altci bO 
minutes of play However the Bom 
b*v team became the daihiig of the 
irowd after overcoming the initial 
shock and levelling the store 






I am happy to scp my 
t>«vs niakiTifi >^wt:h d gallant fightback’*, 
wa? the imni^iale reactioo ot the 
MiifatfldI coaHt Muqbooi Huj^m 
dbout h»s team’s performance “rherx 
are foui players—Nuainan Gautani 
Bhdttacharya, Subramamyam and 
C ardo/a—who are playing for the 
fust time lor our side My boys play 
ed well especially after being two 
goals down 

Rathiiam the Dempo manager, 
blamed the scorching Calcutta heat 
‘ My boys c*oiildn’t even move their 
h gs in the late stages of the match 
They appeared to be (iethaigic m then 
approach which enabled Mafatlal to 
sforc two goals ” Rathnam added that 
his team was not at full strength 
hampering his team’s performance 
* in the past we have defeated Mafat 
lal very oiten But we could not 
1 eid our best team in this touma 
me nr One of oui regular stoppers 
liolilo wmgfr Mathew and striker 
Alc\ were inpiied In fact had it 
ni)t b the most prestigious tourna 
iricnl wc wouild not have turned up 
Ihi'- vtar 

£AST BENGAL vs HAL 

CiNTRE OF AITRACTION 
A ot fast Bengalis match against 
Hiiidusthan Aeronautics Limited of 
Bangalore was the Calcutta team’s 
newly recruited Iranians While both 
Jamshid NTasiri and Maud Bakshar 
especia ly the latter, impressed on 
their debut their team failed to 
satisfy its supporters 

Co^eh P K Baneijee admitted 
thidt his Side was suffering from neiv 



/he 11! ni^todtart L/rnapaLht bhankar (oU(<i\ hrfou f unm\ l> tuu <n» 
qct to the baU 


ous tension The Calcutta iliibs are 
always slow starter The hist nnti h 
IS always ddheiitlt for th< m Oni'e tin \ 
come out of tin initial tight njimr 
only then they settle down Wii)i so 
many unknown faces in my te mi 
where cv<n lominunu ation is i pio 
blcm it was expected that they would 
not be able to produce then best 
Moreover some of my key players 
were injured as a result of wluh T 
could not field my first eleven * he 
said 

P K further said "HAL made 


goiwl pripaiation for the tournament 
I admit that as long as balll pirsse** ion 
was (ontsrned tlu y had an edge over 
ns But in toolball the result of a 
match depends on how many op n 
mgs >ou aie cneating and how many 
chances you are utilising We dcfiiii e 
Jv neated more ehanecs than HAl 
Mor<.Qvei the goal conet dod by us 
was owing to ajapso on the part of 
our defenders "But I must say ioi 
the victory we had to depend on the 
individual bnlinnce of the two 
Iranians than the peifoirnma ol mv 
* ntiic team 
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Results at a ^ance 






(Irrmp II JCT <Punj»ti) 
(Kripal Slfighl 

X 

ITT (Karnataka) 

(Mahendra Prasad) 

t 

Group ll Mohun Bagan Bengal) 2 

iFrancia DSouaa. 

Boae) 

Balgaoncar (Ooa> 

0 





Group I Pumpo Club iOf>a) 
(Arniandu Colaco, 
Konico HemediuK 2) 

3 

MafaUal Sports cMaharaahlra) 
iFemitoa Haian Thajia 

Subrnmanlutn) 

3 

Group I East Beiigiil (W«'h( 
(Jam.shed NnssirJ, 
MaikU Biikehar) 

BoriKal ) 2 

HAD (KurnolAlfa) 

(Sunderraj) 

] 
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Group 11 Salgaoncar 

X 

I(T 

U 

(Bonto AntJrivw) 




Group 11 Mobiiit tv i|.piti 

iKi.^nria l> Sou’/u 
rntnpton UuPu» 

‘1 

111 

M 

2fM4H» 




(lr<;iip I Dotnpo Club 

(Rosario An too) 

X 

ILAJL 

< Juyraj Jr ) 

J 

Gump 1 il 

(Sornii.Lth Barirtrjee. 

Jantshni Nu iri) 


Mufutiul Sports 

0 





Group II rri 

(David aj 

2 

.Salgaont’ ti 
< Mur 1(10 DSoii/jii 

i 

Group H iiloiuiii rngiin 
(Mililr ItiHi 1^) 


IC'l 

(KuH (r Siii^hl 

! 

Gs-sa 




Group I Malutlttl SporiM 

n 

IIAJ 4 

11 


(Kf^lth Swain Numtin) 

Omup - KHSt » r>i nipo riul- II 

(Tapan JunufhHti 

Naaairl. Miijlil r^ktihnr) 


71je HAL coarh, A. Oashaidth,! 
w«ib happy with lib team’s jK ifoi 
malice against the Calcutta giants 
“Thi.s time we have taken a long pH* 
paration/* he diS(tlo,sed ‘'We stalled 
tiaining foi the I'edeiatiOD Cup m 
Febiiiarv We usually did two hom 
woiking daily—liom 10 30 in the 
mom mg to 12 30 As stum as 
wc came to know that most of oui 
nidtche.s wou’d be played at 2 OVIot'K 
we started practising in the hard sun 
But. you s<H‘, Ihe humidity in B.mga 
lore is not so high as m < ahulta 
And that defintely is hamprnug niy 
team's show here.*' 

Dasharatha added ‘This year we 
have rccuiitcd proniLsing youngsters 
like Uday Kumai. H Balm (both ot 
them had played for Junior India) 
Basir Ahmed and Lu|s. along with 
seasoned campaigner Balasubramani 
yam Irom An Foice and Ixidiyana 
than from CIL Jayaraj (Jr.) has aftso 
joined us from our junior side (HAL 
has two teams in Bangalore Fust 


l)ivi.sioii League) i’hen iimIumdii has 
iietiiiitelv streiiL'^hen* d oiii efe .is' 
you havi* seen w’* h.ive pc'itoiined 
Lit b<'ttei thi.n what we iiad dom* m 
the past” 

SALOAONCAR vs JCT 

JCT, semi-finalisls foi the last 
two yeais, bowed out of the ^'ede- 
ratLon Cup, following then 0-1 
defeat at the hands of the speedy 
Goans. Without the injured Inder, 
JCT looked a sorry lot and their 
stoppcis, Parmer and Sukhvmder. 
espee ally failed to cope up with 
ihe speed of Bento and Camilo. 

The encounter was a (Irab affair, 
with Salgaoncar dominating the 
exchanges and deserving to win. 
They scored just before the inter¬ 
val. Aeceiv ng a pass from Digam- 
her Haldankar, left-striker Bento 
v/eaved his way through the two 
stoppers, and before o^urjit could 


come out of his charge. Bento 
placed the ball into the far corner 
of the net. Salgaoncar had a lof 
more chances, but the fotward.^ 
failed to eapitalisA on any of-them. 
The best chance jCT had of equa¬ 
lising saw Kashmira shoot straight 
into the safe hands of goalkeeper 
Brahmananda from close. 

'Phe Salgaoncar coach, T. Shan- 
niugam, said . “We played belter 
and won. We simply outplayed 
them. The heat is too much but 
we tried our best Bento and 
Camilo were good in the defence 
JCT fought hard for the equahsei 
but could not succeed. At least we 
are in the running." 

The JCT coach, G S Virk, said , 
“We missed Inder After all, he is 
the mam schemer in the side 
Though Parmijidcr played well, he 
does not have the experience of 
Indtr We missod the chances 
when they came and we lost And 
now' we uic‘ out of the lunning” 

MOllUN BAGAN vs HI 

It was m that had deprived 
Muhun Bagan of winning the jnau- 
guial Fedeiation Cup toui naruent 
at Cochin in 1977 And, it was ITl 
again that had given Mohun Bagan 
the shiveis in Ihi* scmi-liual of the 
second Federation Cup lounianient 
at Coimbatore And. as expoc'ted 
both thy teams suffered fiorri pie 
nicitt li tension It was (pnU' evident 
in their display on this day 

The first half tended to bo t^crap- 
pv, both teams taking lirne to i»etlle 
down A few chances weic citalcd, 
but not takrn advantage of iMihir 
Bose (oming m place of the irijuied 
Xavioi, cl'cl not function Gaiilam 
Saikai play(‘d a wonderful game as 
dibfiibutoi, seallcjing the ITl 
defence with well laid passes. 

Mohun Bagan, however, took the 
Uad in die sixth rni.nulc when 
Fiaru IS scored an oppurlunistic goal 
after Manash's shot had hit the 
ciosspiec'c and rebounded into play 
Even before the roar of the crowd 
v.ould die down, Compton Dutta, 
vaptaming Mohun Bagan this sea¬ 
son, scored the second goal. After 
that. Mohun Bagan were all over 
ihcir opponents and but for missed 
chances, some at point blank range, 
they could have increased the mar¬ 
gin. In fact, ITl were plainly lucky 
to get off so easy. 

The ITl coach, Hamakrishna Rao 
said : “They played better and won. 
iCumar was wonderful. On their 
side, it was Gautam Sarkar who 
caught the eye. We got a few chan¬ 
ces but failed to score. They made 
the most of their chances and that 
IS why they won,”* 

DEMPO vs BLAL 

What could have easily been a 
high-5cx>ring match, finally ended in 
H M draw. HAL dommaved the pro- 





cccdiogs in the first halt and Dempu 
took over Ei the second Howevei. 
both the were scored in the 

latter half Antao, who had sustain¬ 
ed d lea miuiy in an earlier touiocv 
and was nut fuilly Ot, replaced Romeo 
and put Dcinpo into the lead But 
that was short-l]ved« as Jayaraj (Jr) 
equalistxl almost immediately there 
after 

‘My boys again wen* complaining 
about the heat, * said Dempo manager 
Rathnain ‘ You have seen how they 
were hesitating to take shots at goal 
This was because they were totally 
exhausted by the heat and the humi 
ity I can promise my team will 
dehnitflv play better when they wrtl 
meet Last Bengal, because that match 
will be played m the evening when 
the heat will not be so harsh 

*‘Wt played beKer m the hrst half 
4^nd Dempo dominated in the s coi d 
idmitud HAL coach Dashaiatha *‘lf 
we had shown better marksmanship 
we could have won the match But 
overall the n-^ullt was i lair iiukx 
d the game 

ISAST BENGAL vs MAFATLAL 

ihough Fast Bengal failed .u cum 
onu ettt (lively as a leum in linii 
iciond ouiing ol the tournament they 
letuiilely showed a marked improve 
menl Coach P K Baneijee admitted 
that vetcian Sudtwir Kaimakar played 
iai betloi on the day and the in 
<iusioii of young Samai BhattacOarya 
as right lullbaciC gave solidi v to 
>dst Bengal defence Mv boys had 
overcximc the inruai tension and pei 
lormed better though 1 admit tnev 
have *0 improve a Po' s iid 

P K 

However once again it wa*- Maiid 
Bdkshar the classic iianian wiio 
played the major role m La^t Bengal s 
victory 

My team did not play to my 
expectation/’ disclosed the Mafatlal 
coach “Our entue defence eopeual 
ly two WKig hacks made npoa.ed 
errors My strikers, especially Ratan 
rhapa» were out of form Only Gautani 
BhatLacharya and Jinkrnan Keith 
Swam were impressive Bnaitadiaiv^h 
particularly, played a superb game 
Rut I must say, after such a gahant 
show against Dempo 1 expected a 
better performance from my side 
Maqbooi Hussain concluded 


f T 1 va 8AL0A0NCAR 

Salgaoncar was still in the run- 
nixiig, though it depended on a lot 
of if 8 And for ITI, the winners of 
the inaugural Federation Cup. in 
Cochin in 1^77, it waa a prestige 
flght-^they were yet to win a 
match m the tournament. 

It wag the Bangalore aide who 
enjoyed the e(l|e. And they took 
the lead m the oSrd mUiute through 
a fine goal by David. From about 
five yar^ intfde the Sag David 
sent a filter eoroad the Balgadhcair 



Jamshed s hpaaor larid^ m the Matatial 


goal Biahmananda standing close 
to the near post, allowed the ball 
to liy past expecting it to go out 
But that wab not to be Airborne, 
the ball took a sudden turn and 
swerved in, to the bewilderment of 
Biahmananda 

David also drove in the second 
goal foi ITI soon after half-tune, 
when the ball came loose to him 
iftcr iMahendra Prasad’s shot was 
iiartially saved by Brahznananda 
Salgdoncai reduced the margin 18 
rninutcb after the interval, when 
Cimilo Gonsalvez squared past to 
substitute Manno D’Souza who 
banged the ball in 

**This was our last match and wa 
desperately wanted to win. By vir¬ 
tue of this won we came second in 
the gioup, next to Mohun Began. 
Kumar played his usual game and 
dominated the mid-field and com¬ 
bined well with Kaisekhar and of 
course, David scored that wonder- 
tul goal They played well but 
they lacked finish", said the ITI 
coach Hamakrishna Rao The Sal- 
gaoncar coach T Shanmugam spoke* 
on similar Imta ‘'We faUed to 
bhoot from close Otherwise we 
did not ploy badly We missed 
1 Bento, who has hurt his hand His 
presence would have sharpened our 
attack > 

MOUUN BAGAN vs jrCTT 

Mohun Began completed their 
league engagements with an all¬ 
win recoro—in the process settling 
an old score wtth JCT—when they 
defeated JCT by the odd goal in 
three. Mohun Bagan also conceded 
their first goal of the touniament 

Mihir Bose's opportunism fetched 
VSohun Bagan'g two goals and then 
Kultar scored four minutes from 
time to make the final score-sheet 





rtft 

.how only a thin distinction The 
Mohun Bagan defence was not at 
its best but Shyamai Banerjee, 
p.aying superb this day, saw to it 
that no clear shot was taken at the 
goal It was a breakaway down 
the left by Parminder Singh which 
resulted in Kultat's goal, with an 
angular shot 

Mohun Bagan enjoyea the lion’s 
share of the exchanges m the 
betund half which should have 
fetched them a much more hand¬ 
some Mctory Gautam& long 
ihiough passes were always dan¬ 
gerous and Shyam Thapa showing 
no signs of fatigue created ample 
chances for Manash, who was shy 
as his precision shooting that had 
made him such a dreaded striker 
last season He either shot wildly 
01 too tamely for Surjit’s discom¬ 
fort And Oavinder saw to it that 
Manash’s fluency was cut ofC, by 
his long reach But Mihir and 
Shyam playing together for the 
hjbt time ever, combined eflEec- 
tiveiy 

When Salgaoncar was defeated. 
Vohun Bagan was ensured of their 
berth in semis. Yet the old rivalry 
between the teams was quite appa- 
rent and rough tackles were the 
{) ayers’ forte, specially Subroto 
Bhattacharya, who was pulled 
f'lght times for infringements, the 
maximum so far in the tourna¬ 
ment 

Mohun Bagan’s hrst goal came 
when Mihir snatched the ball, 
which apparently was in Sukhvin- 
doi^s control and sent a left-footer 
Into the net. Subroto, Gautazn and 
Shyam combined to create an 
opening for Mihir to score the 
second goal 

"You must have noticed our 
Im roved performance this day It 




A mui ti^fd tunnel for the ball in the match between JCT and ITf 


was bccausa we did not have to 
play at 2 p.m, I would say that a 
1-1 score should have been fair, 
because the first goal was a clear 
case Of handling the ball. Mohm 
Bagan also did not play well, spe¬ 
cially Bidesh and Gautam, who 
have slowed down a lot. They 
were much faster when we last 
met them in the Ihirand Cup last 
year. Parminder played very well 
and so did Parmer in deep 
defence”, said the JCT coach 
G. S. Virk. 

MAFATLAL vs HAL 

This match was of no consequence 
so far as the qualiher fruin vhe group 
was concerned as both the teams, 
dropping three points, were already 
out of the race. MafaJat were wiln' 
out their key striker Ranjit Tnapa 
who had sustained an injury in the 
earlier match. Two goals by Kei»lh 
Swain and Nueman in quick suc¬ 
cession midway through the second 
hailf saw the Bombay team through. 
But the HAL coach was of the 
opinion that had his players been a 
little more opportunistK: the out¬ 
come of the match would have be mi 
different. 

EAST BENGAL vs DEMPO 

When Dempo met Ka^t Bengal in 
their concluding Group I match they 
needed at least a two-goal vievorv to 
make the semi-final grade. The G' a 
team started well, dominating tlie 
midfield exchanges, but wKhout mak¬ 
ing real openings. In fact, the first 
goad that East Bengal s cor ed through 
T: pan Das came against the run of 
play. But after half-time, it was £ait 
Bengal all the way. 



‘Dernpo undoubtely were the most 
well combined outstation team in the 
loiirnamenl/’ said V. K. Hanerjee. 

‘ But 4h4* type of footbalij Dt^mpo 
l)ldVod. whk'h can be desaibed as 
pn.ssefv^ion football, they cannot last 
lor 90 long minutes against teams 
like Last Bengal, Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan Sporting. I knew they 
would not last Jong. So 1 told my 
boys to allow them to play their 
^ game in the first hialf and go aflt out 
JR the second half when INl^po 
would he almost out of brpath. And 
you SCO that happened, Denipo were 
n«)wbere in the second sessidd. And 
in the entire match, East Bengal 
definitely had much more openings 
than the Goa team.** 

Rathnum also admitted that while 
his team faiiled to produce the beet. 
East Bengal played better and des¬ 
erved xb win. He also said: '*ln the 
second half Machado got a musde 

g ulled and oouM not play 

is natural game. He wanted 
to leave the field. But we did not 
have any repOaoement for him. So he 
continue. He is oiir main distribu¬ 
tor. And when di$tributi<m from the 
midfield is o^ you cannot ekpect a 
good show, tnia, definitely, ii one of 
the major reasons for <Hir team's 
downfaC” 






Two Bombay 
boys most 
impressive 

P. K. BANERJEE 


B engal has once again 

» proved her supremacy in Indian 
soccer. All her three participating 
teams — Mohun Bagan, East Bengal 
and Mohammedan Sporting — along 
with the Punjab outfit. Punjab Po¬ 
lice. have reached the semi-final 
(p-ade of the fourth Federation Cup 
toot ball tournament. One noticed a 
similarity in the playing styles of 
the outstation teams this year. Mxxst 
lit them showed good understanding 
in midfield exchanges, but when it 
came to the question of creating 
openings or taking a shot at the goat, 
they failed miserably. But this is the 
general lacking in Indian so^.’cer. If 
1 were asked to single out an out- 
iitation team for their performaiu'e 
in the tourney. I would name Dempo 
Sports Club of Goa. 

While discussing the individual dis¬ 
play ol the players let’s leave out 
the Calcutta teams for two simple 
rea.sons: first, mojpt of the ‘Big 

Three’ players are welll known to 
soccer Ians of the country. And se- 
coiidh. when sending lliis despatch to 
the press, the semi-finats and the 
final of the tournament are yet to 
take place. It would not nc wise to 
judge too soon their performances 
when the final encounters are yet to 
take place. * 


Let us start with the well-known 
facres. Inder Singh. probably the 
seniormost pdayer of the country to- 
day^ fractured his right hand during 
his side’s first match against m and 
•ccmld not take part in the rest of the 
tourney. Ran jit Ihapa. another vete¬ 
ran, was the key man in the Mafatlal 
team and played reasonably well. 
But most impressive. undoubtedly, 
was Manjit Singh who put his side, 
Punjab Police, into the semi-finals. 
He was the live-wire b^nd Punjab 
Police attacks. 

Star players like Nicholas Pereira. 
Pannar, Kumar, Machado, Rajsheka- 
ran played well in patches. But they 
lackM coosistmicy. Brahamananda, 
the Salgaoncar custodian was once 
again a shaky starter. But once he 
obnoeded one or two goals bo brought 
off some brilliant saves. Bernard 
Pereira of Orkay Mills was a total 
flop. 


Now coming to the (lesser known 
players, Jhalmui Sln^ of Punjab 
Polloe was easily the best outstation 
goalkeeper. He did not onneede a 
single goal In the gtoup matdies. In 
fact, in, the cnadal match against 
^BSA of Gqa Ji^alman brought off g 



RrohnUiTkinda—a shaky starter, but brouiflU off some britUant saves, in 
action agarmn Mohun Bagm 



ggpea 





Manjit Singh-—wu? the Iwe wire of ihc Funjab Police Gautam Bhattacharya (4) of Mafatlal who showed a Lot 

of womise, seen against Dempo 


couple of brilliant saves. Punjab Po- recognition. 

Jice'flnailly won the match by the m midfield play, Keith Swain of 
j^rrowest of margins. But had not Mafatlal was outstanding. Two years 
Aalman been so alert, his sWe couW a,.©, he, for the first time, had taken 
have been out of the tourney. part in the Eederation Cap. 1 still n- 

In deep deface. Mohan Kumar ul member the Mafatlal versus RAC 
ITl, Gautam Bhattacharya of Mafat* (Bikaner) match In which Magan 
lal and Ratnakar Shetty of Tatas Singh led his side RAC, who at one 
were impressive. Bhattauarya espe- stage were 1-4 down, to a greet 5*4 
cWly show^ a lot of promise. He victory. Undoubtedly, this was one of 
has good poaitionel sense and dis^ the finest rallies in Indian history 
Idayed controlled aggression. He but I was impressed by Swain’s per- 
never went aU out for tacklikiK. fonnances. fie is a talented foot* 
This youngster from Tripura deserves balUer with good game sense. If be 


Pabarn, outwiitdnp the Mohammedan SporCtng stoppers, Shyamal Ghosh 
and Moidul Islam, deliphtect the crowd in ln<* match 



gets proper guidance he >.ai m. : a 
mark in Indian football. 

1 also liked the performance of 
Punjab Police’s linkman Ravi Bhusan. 
Unlike the Punjabis, he is a toudi 
artist. 

Maftlal right-winger Subramaniyam 
is very fast and oa a number of 
occasions crossed the oppoitents’ de¬ 
fenders by sheer speed. But he 
should put in more intelligence Into 
his game. 

Jose Fernandez and C C. Dabare 
of Vasco Sports Club delighted the 
Calcutta <Towd in their very ftrat 
outing. But in the later matches they 
failed to live up to thei^ reputation. 
Both of them have good control over 
the ball, but ladk experienoa and 
have a tendency to overdifbbla. 

Since Mahesh Prasad Joined tH 
five years ago be has scored the 
maximum number of goals for his 
sMe. But he Is a player who aome- 
times plays wall and someUme wall 
below ail best Here also he scored 
a briUiaat goal and missed a couple 
of ea^ dunces. 

C. D. Pirands once again appear¬ 
ed to be the live-wire behind Pre- 
miw Tyrol's attatik. Prakaah Naik of 
8BSA was SBotber player of whom 
I would like to hear more. But t moat 
iMlmit X have not aaah any really good 
lefbwtager this time. 



SUB-JUNfOR NATIONALS 

Assam retain 
title 

TF AI.L THE CONTROVERSIES 
by Assam team were 
unjustiiled^ then Assam did certain¬ 
ly prove that their victory last year 
was not just a fluke when they re¬ 
tained the sub-junior National foot¬ 
ball title, defeating Uttar Pradesh 
1-0 in the final. In the course of 
winning, the Assam lads also prov¬ 
ed that they were tougher in the 
long run. 

The final, however, started on a 
controversial note, with the mana¬ 
ger of the Uttar Pradesh team. V. 
N. Sinha, lodging a protest against 
the eligibility of five Assam 
players — Niranjan Basumatari, 
Reeturaj Bura Gohain, Birbahadur 
Chettry, Chittaranjan Doimary and 
Romin Sangma. But the TFA 
turned down the protest on the 
plea that the medical board had 
passed the players. Mr. Sinha 
clann.s he had overheard the 
vice-president of the All India 
Football Federation, Mr.‘ Vittal 
asking the lF/4. secretary. 
Ashok Ghosh, to change the medi¬ 
cal board. And when one of the 
members of the medical board, who 
for obvious rea.sohs wants to go 
unnamed, was contacted, he said 
that if the medical board were to 
debar more than foui- players of a 
team, the team would Iu»ve to be 
scratched from further participat¬ 
ing in the lournami'iit They wt'ie 
advised to see that no team wa'^ 
.scratched. The controversy will 
rage. (This year as many as 45 
players were debarred for being 
over age.) Meanwhile, the UP ma¬ 
nager has suggested that the doc¬ 
tors on the medical board be 
changed forthwith. 

The game itself was a mediocre 
affair with both si.des relying on 
safety first policy. In the first 
half, both got a chance each but 
failed to utilise it. 

Assam started with a bang, earn¬ 
ing two corners within four mi¬ 
nutes. But gradually the UP boys 
started controlling the game and 
Rajlnder Singh Bisht, their captain, 
was the player who was respon¬ 
sible for UP'S retaliation. 

The second half also started on a 
slow note, but the tougher Assam 
boys created more chances and ul¬ 
timately got the match winner 10 
minutes before the final whistle, 
through Tapan Dutta, who topped 
solo run down the left fiank, by 
cutting in and beating the custo¬ 
dian with a well placed grounder. 
For the rest of the time the Assam 
boys were cpntent with, keeping 
the ball away from their box. 



Taixxn Duiia scirrmq the match^nner />/, Assam 


Assam had earlier beaten Mani¬ 
pur 3-1 in the second semi-final, in 
a match of loughs. Assam dominat¬ 
ed the game at the start and earn¬ 
ed a penalty in the 12th minute 
when Sanaiomba Singh, the Mani¬ 
pur right stopper, caught hold of 
Sarif Allam Hussian, the Assam 
left-striker, inside the box. Niran¬ 
jan Basumatari made no mistake, 

Assam increased the margin a 
few minutes later when Sarifs an- 
gulai shot from the top of the box 
beat the iManipur custodian, Sa¬ 
tyendra Barman, hands down. 

Goaded, Manipur went all out 
and scored through right-half Bad¬ 
ri ka, who gently lobbed the ball 
from mid-field. The ball dropped 
in front of the Assam goal-keeper 
and went into the net over his 
head. Whatever hope Manipur 
had of staging a come-back va¬ 
nished soon as Assam scored the 
third goal. Shajahan Ali, replac¬ 
ing Sanen Mushahary, scored the 
last goal for Assam with a big left- 
fooler from outside the box. 

The first semi-final, between Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh and Maharashtra, saw 
the first tie-breaker of the tourna¬ 
ment and Uttar Pradesh proved to 
be the better at penalty-kicks. 

Uttar Pradesh had a dream start, 
when in the 45th second, H. C. Pu- 
netha put them ahead after drib¬ 
bling his way past the entire de- 
fence. 


Pradesh were Rajinder Singh Bisht, 
H. C, Punotha and Kamalcsh Smgh 
while Mohammed Sadiq scored the 
only goal for Maharashtra. 

Earlier, in the last group, Mani¬ 
pur qualified for the semi-final to 
meet Assam. Both Manipur and 
Tamil Nadu had collected five 
points each from two wins and a 
draw, but Manipur topped the 
group, which comprised besides 
these two, Orissa and Karnataka, 
by virtue of a better goal differ¬ 
ence. 

Karnataka, who had lost to Assam 
in the final last year, could not find 
their rhythm. In their first match 
against Orissa, they just about 
managed to draw level, after Orissa 
had taken the lead through Prafulla 
Sahoo. Striker Hemcharran scored 
the equalizer. Karnataka lost their 
•second inatch against Tamil Nadu. 
0-1. Tamil Nadu boys who domi¬ 
nated the show and Raman, their 
striker, scored the all important 
goal. 

Manipur, who were joint cham¬ 
pions with Bengal in the inaugural 
year, scored a convincing victory 
in their first outing against Orissa 
Onssa had taken the lead, 
through Siba Behera. Mani- 
pui* got a penalty when their 
striker Devkanta was brought down 
in.sido the box, and Sarat Singh 
made no mistake. After that Dev¬ 
kanta and Badrika Si,ngh scored for 
Manipur to seal Orissa’s fate. 


Maharashtra went all out for the 
equaliser. And among the Maha¬ 
rashtra players who shone this day, 
was Sayeed Parvez again, who kept 
the Uttar Pradesh defence on their 
toes. And it was through him that 
Maharashtra got the cqualijser. He 
dribbled past two defenders, Hajin- 
dcr Singh Bisht and Kamalesh 
Singh, and laid a through pass to 
Bam Gavand, who beat* the on- 
rushing goalkeeper and levelled 
the score. 

In the second half both the teams 
created chances,, but none could 
score. After schedule time and 
extra-time of 10 minutes duration 
failed to produce a result, the tie¬ 
breaker was resorted to. Uttar Pra¬ 
desh scored three against Maha¬ 
rashtra's one. The scorers for Uttar 


III the best match of the group, 
Manipur and Tamil Nadu were 
locked in a goalless draw. Manipur 
had the better of the exchanges in 
the first half while Tamil Nadu 
shone in the second. The nearest 
Manipur came to scoring was mid¬ 
way through the first half when 
Badnka’s shot hit the crosspiece. 
Tamil Nadu also had their chances. 


un me last day of the group 
matches, Tamil Nadu defeated 
Orissa when Raman diverted a cen¬ 
tre from right-winger Bhaskaran. 
out the one goal margin, proved 
little, for Manipur scored 
two, both through, Ibomcha. They 
would have won by a bigger mar- 
gm had the post not come in the 
way. 


^ARAJtT DEB, Calcutta 
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Srenik Sett 



THE riRbl IIMC 
r in my caieti I’vo 
been 6hown the yellow caid 
and that too toi no t lult ot 
mine said Sh>ain II apa 
tiller Mohun liagan 3 inaUh 
against Sal^aoncar ‘Only 
once before have i bu‘n 
shown <h< red raid That 
was when f was playinM lot 
East Beiiftai in 1975 aKanist 
Raiaslhan But this yellow 
caid was throuiih no laivlt 
cl in me Attei si^nin^ the 
netessaiv papei mv coach 
Atoonda told iiu that 1 
would mo 111 in plate ot Xa 
viei Pius One of the olln i i|s 
went and gave the papei to 
the fourth referee I asktd 
the Imosinan whether I lould 
enlei 111 iold MIC to go in 
as Xavjei h u) ixnne out But 
whm I (iitiied the held the 
icfene called me and showixl 
me the yellow (aid What 
was my lauilt' If the liius 
man did not have the juiis 
diUlon hi should not have 
asked me to t ntei His mis 
taki has (aused a blat k 
maik III my laieir said 
shvani 

If WAS RlrALlY THHI 
Ihng scoimg a goal iii the 
\eiv lirst minute of game 
and that too m my veiy hist 
game m Calcutta", liancis 
U Souza said with a smile 
* But I am not yet luiiy tit 
Betoie coming to Calcutta I 
was bedridden tor about i 
month with influenza Attei 
coming heie L sturttxi haid 
practice, which proved to be 
nuimtul lot t have iiiiuied 
mv back 1 have Mill got the 
pain and am undei going 
ti^atmcnt tor it Basically, 
Pm nut holding on to the 
ball too mtuh lor fear ol 
bung injured Fhc more I 
hang on to the ball the more 


Maidan musings 



Shyam—a nia< h mark m hts <ii?m 


fhaucis an oppiment has ul 
huiting me About the goal 
It was «i gixat stait But I 
had got goals lot Coa in tin 
very hist miiuiti but ntvei 
on mv maiden puioniiaiue 
Un any club oi tiu Stab 1 
iievei enti i the IieiUI think 
iiig that 1)1 liavi lo. Sion 
it 1 scuit will and good 
I lancis adilcd 

ill! MOHAMMl DAN 
Spotting playii-s uid odiuals 
hive at last loiind an iiUti 


11 dive to pi Ktising in the 
at li moon )u at Thev start 
(d piaitising on one of the 
open giounds adjatenl to 
ihdi giound Fncir own 
giound \vas being utilised I 
loi the Sub-iunior Football 
Nation il loiiinament 


MANACFK Ol illL 
■I S<dg nnu It team Mi 
ihitlo ii^d something to say 
ibdut Uk hospitalit\ of the 
Indian 1 oolb ill Assonation 



“Wi had ho trouble regard¬ 
ing the ai«oinnioddtlon But 
what la tbls'^ Wc were expec¬ 
ted to ^it in the. heat^oo the 
giound and watch the other 
matches, whcicas playcis of 
the smaller clubs in Cakutta 
gut tickets to the Club House 
One day. when I, along with 
a few ifieinUis ol the team 
wantixl to sit 111 the Club 
House, we weu stopped by 
some olhiuits ol the HA 
When I told thi ni who I was 
thiy said they would let me 
m, but they would not allow 
my playirs msidi I told 
them straight ihal I would 
not go in unless my player i 
weie aWowed Only then did 
they let us git m 

IHC SAMI MB HBllTO 
was involved in a ilask with 
some of the IIA ollicials 
the day Ins Uam piavid K1 
He had asloxl loi watu but 
the 11A (diliiciis who wen 

sitting neaibv paid no hied 
and (oiitinmd w.diliing th< 
game He thin askid Itn i 
tug to wlmh Ihi HA offi 
cials replied that Ihcy could 
not span him on< Yon 
mem tu siy tlieii an only 
two iugs toi till toni teams 
that play i ai li day Bemind 
me to piesiiit yon with a 
luiiplc ot I ig-v whin 1 lome 
to Calcutta the next time II 
IS after the game that the 
playei > lu < <1 watci and you 
an not < ven aiianging tor 
tl he told the HA officials 
Weil ^aid Ml Bntto to 
me ‘till HA is only think 
mg of making money and 
uolhing else’ 

SAIYAHl MllBA, THE 
new captain of Last Bengal 
could not pilay toi the firsl 
three games in the Federa¬ 
tion Cup He was injured in 
the pi act ice match against a 
lessei Calcutta hrsl division 
duh But every day he used 
to come to the held along 
with his players^ wearing a 
track suit un top ol bis ytr 
sey Ihe Last Bengal players 
have started a new stance 
All the players, irrespective 
of whether they are in the 
team oi not. enter the field 
and wave to the spectators, 
Satyajit was also present 
then, but after that be used 
to leave the field, along with 
the othei reserve players. 

lAILPILCL , IN THEffi 
lust engagement in the Fe 
deration Cup. against Htn- 
duslhan Aeronautic lamhed. 
a flag of the East Bengal 
dub (red-aod-yellow) was 
seen at the bottom rung of 
the hogh scoreboard. From 
when have the scoreboard 
operatois started jdving vent 
to their feelings Inr a parti¬ 
cular ciuh? 




SportswoHd Exclusive 


ENGLAND FOOTBALL 
COMMENTARY 

Good season 
ahead 

ASHISH RAY 

N ot all the cream-colou 

rod tradition of cricket can be a 
patch on what is £nj(land*s numWr 
one 5portmj{ mania—assoaation foot- 
ball 01 football as we know U in 
India. And with the 1979-80 s roes 
ter approaching a climax, the tever, 
not unexpectedly, js at its highest 
Indeed, it one notices an extra fren¬ 
zy, th* re IS reason enough for such 
a manifestation English teams figure 
In the finals of both the European 
Cup and the Cup Winners’ Cup— 
symbols ot ciub supremacy m the 
continent Last year’s champions, No¬ 
ttingham Forest are within a shot of 
repeating their success m the former, 
while sn the other comi etition Lon¬ 
don’s Arsenal have reached the ulti¬ 
mate stage 

Whelh<^r it is b# cause of the astro 
nomical incomf^ clubs in Englai d ex 
tend to their players which result in 
a lack of suffinent incentive when 
they turn out for their tounlry, th^ 
national squad's performance does 
not commensurate with the recent 
great displays of Nuts, Liverpool, of 
Manchester United and Leeds in the 
past In fact, England have not qua 
lified for the World Cup finals in 
cither 1974 or 1978, which might 
read something like East Bengal get- 


iing the better of top Asian clubs in 
the 1970s« without India ever making 
It to the Ol^pics in that period 
Other than die money matter, of 
course, and a decent, though not out 
standingly lucrative fee, is disbursed 
to those donning England’s colours, 
a very important factor is the hard 
battle for honours perpetually waged 
in English club football. 

First of all there is an abundance 
of talent in this tiny territoix Se 
condly the best of Scottish, Welsh 
and Northern Irish exponents happen 
to be m the pay roll of English teams. 
And finally, clubs here enjoy the 
prerogative ot signing up stars from 
anywhere ui the woild (as is the pri 
vilege of theii rivals across the cha¬ 
nnel. Soon alter the Argentina Woil 
Cup, for instance, Osvaldo. Ardiles 
and Alvilla were absorbed by Totten 
bam Hotspurs, indicating that if 
overseas material is a necessity, the 
Eiigbshmen do nut miss a trick. 

But to revert back to the issue of 
the forthcoming European extrava¬ 
ganzas, Nott^ Forest meet Hamburg 
in the final at Madrid in May 28 in 
what 18 coined as a clash between 
the two most talked about persona¬ 
lities m Briri:»h football—Brian 
Clough the club-manager extiaordi- 
nary and Kevin Keegan, the dyna¬ 
mic captain of England who plays 
for the German unit Clough, the 
silent but sarcastic super boss has 
never cared to disguise the fact that 
he does not approve ot Keegan’s 
pre-eminent airs and the manner in 
which he is making himself Eng¬ 
land’s first soccer millionaire. For 
Keegan readily admits to doubt as to 
whether his career as Europe’s top» 
footballer can flourish under Clough’s 
dominant style. An opinion which re¬ 
flects the flambouyance and free- 


speech attitude of the man. The ab-* 
senoe of oomraderic between the 
two once flared up into arguments 
occasionally make it difficult to ap 
pear fur bis comitry—and 18 months 
ago tiled to terminate his Hamburg 
contract. The move backfired be¬ 
cause Keegan made It public and 
nothing further was attempted. 

In respect to the ensuing European 
Cup final—a contest meant for first 
division league champions plus the 
previous year’s winners—Keegan cla 
ims* *‘One great advantage.” ’T might 
be able to score a goal Frooi wheie 
he’ll be sitting, he can’t do that,” be¬ 
ing the logic But Keegan is not the 
only reason why Hamburg is formi¬ 
dable Their Yugoslav coach Brank^ 
Zebec Is among Europe’s foremost 
tacticians and players such as full¬ 
back Manny Kaltz midfielder Casper 
Emenng and strker Horst Hrub^sch 
compose a threat. Trying to n*utra- 
lise the impact, narurally will be 
Tievor Francis and Gary Birtl^'S up 
front, with support from Llovd and 
Burns in the middle and Viv Ander¬ 
son m deep-dcfence 

Notts’ 2-1 victory ovtr Ajax of 
Amsterdam, who no lunger claim sei- 
vices of Ciuyff and Net ski ns, was 
rather hardearn d whireas Ham¬ 
burg’s 5 3 triumph against Real 
Madrid—5 1 in Iht s( cond h g—noth 
mg short of emphatic So. a slightly 
uphill task foi Brian Clough’s men 
and they would have to be m verv 
good touch to dispel Keegan’s cock 
iness. 

A fortnight before^ this engage¬ 
ment will kicktjfi the Cup Wiiiners' 
Cup final. In this classic —a tourney 
for winners ot knockout tournaments 
—Vaienaa of Sp.aii opposes Arsenal, 
liaviug drawn their home cucuunter 
1-1, the ’’Gunners” grabbed a solitary 
goal win ovei Juventes m turn to 
make the grade. Roberto Bettcga 
leading the attack fot the ItaUaus 
found very little support foithcoming 
from his colleagues and in any case 
was very heavily maiked. On th*. 
other hand 18 year-old Paul Vaesgen, 
brought m as a substitute 13 minutes 
before the final whistle, was credit¬ 
ed with the matchwinner. The Man 
of the Match, though, was the midfi- 
eldman Lam Brady, 

Valencia got the better of Nantes 
of France and significantly enough 
In the 4-0 score in their favour, in the 
second leg aX home were propped up 
by two opportunistic goals by the 
daszler from Agrentlna« Mario Kemu 
e$. Thus all said and done, even this 
tie Is destined to be a punter’s de¬ 
light as most footbally anairs are in 
this part of the world. Any bets from 
anyone in India ? 

I #ave not discussed the European 
Nations’ Cup which this season is 
surely the picoe-de-resistance. A 
championship held every four years, 
it is second only to the World Cup in 
terms of prestige and attraction. The 
finals of this gets underway in Italv 
from June 11 next. But more about 
that at a later date. 




News round-up^ 


Indian hockey bails 
for '80 Olympics 

JULLUNllUR : 'i he Super De> 
lux field hotkey balU a Hansraj 
Mahajan product, will be used in 
all the nialch*:^s in the ensuina 
Moscow Olympics. This will be a 
record six times that the firm here 
has been able to secure th3 con¬ 
tract from the Soviet Union 
pushing aside the competition from 
Pakistan and Australia. Han'.raj 
Mahajan balls figured for the first 
tinje in the Borne Olympics 1960. 
Prioi^ to that it u?ed to be the 
proud privilege of William Tomniil- 
son of Glasgow (England) who 
was the sole supplier of those balls 
for all major tournaments. Surpris- 
ingly, this indigenous make did not 
suit the Indians. And India, for the 
first time, lost the Olympic lille 
to Pakistan, But the ball had made 
a fine debut, showing durability, anri 
retained its shap:* and enough 
shine—ample proof of its qualitv. 

Th.- ball has com' to st:JV in the 
Olympics sin<»* Bonif' in lIKiO. They 


The hockey ball far Moscow 



have also been used in World Cup 
hockey matches. 


Now it’s tiinc» tor Moscow. Undci 
d contract with the Organising 
Committee of the Games, the 
Indian manuiactut'crs have already 
supplied 1,250 Balts. Bu! ih s is 
is certainly not the end of the race 
for the firm. Director (Exports) 
Satish Mahainn told Spcrtsworld: 
“The fight i.s on for securing the 
contract for the'Los Angoles Olym¬ 
piad in 1984.” 

How does it differ from othei 
hockey bjlls ? To this Mr Mahajan 
replied ; “Ordinary balls today ^ 
cost Rs 18 and a good one Rs 24,P 
while our make, if sold in the 
. market, will cost not Iqss than Ha 
32. High quality along with a 
Special type of cork imported from 
Portugal and elasticisea worsted 
wool is used in the manufacture 

these balls. Then they are topped 


by 2 inconian tan Lather. It is 
stitched with extra special care and 
technique and then seasoiv'.dL All 
this brings better balance and 
speed in the ball at the same time 
improving its durability manifold," 
concluded Mr Mahajan. 

HARBANS SINGH VIROI 

Sonali stars * 

CALCUTTA : The Calcutta 
South Club, noae can dispute, 
has’ played a major role in the 
development and promotion of 
tennis in the State of West Bengal. 

A three-day jupior tournament 
with an additional event for undor- 
21, organised bv the South Club and 
sponsored by the makfirs ot 
Matchless balls, proved to be a 
resounding succc.ss. Entries for the 
various events totalled 162 against 
93 for the first tournament which 
was held In Febniarv. The gruelling 
April heat could not damp n the 
ardour and zest shown by the 
young participants and it was 
heartening to see that son>‘ of the 
juniors had made considerable 
progress sinev the last tournament 
in February. T mn s pu dils will 
tell you that a good match is some 
limes equal to a month’s priclic^, 
and that such iunior tournam nts 
will surely act as a spur to the 

condition of tennis in the 

State. 

An oftr^n negicct»’d and forgotten 
aspect of the game was very strong 
emphasized before the commence¬ 
ment of the malchL'S when all 
compel dors wcire told that no 
iinsbeluiviour, such as throwing of 
idckets or using abusive language, 
would be tolerated bv the organi^ars. 
rile referee, Mr. B. G. Mustafi, kept 
:i strict and watchful eye on the 
matches, as a result of which 
there was a great improvement 
in the court manners and behaviour 

the competitors. ’ 

Furthrmore, to avoid loss of inter¬ 
est amongst the losers, since there 



Sonoli Mukherjee — great going 


is ci tendency ot a haiidiiil of 
youngsters to dominate their age 
groups, special Consolation Plate 
matches were held. These entries 
proved to be very popular and 
also orovided additional match 
experience for those competitors 
who lost in the first and second 
rounds. 


The under-21 event held for the 
first time was well-contested and 
the winner, left-handed Mukesh 
Kapoor, who has worked very hard 
all through the last year, was hard 
pressed by T. S. Bhandari, a young 
Sikh, with considerable promise 
and an attacking game. It Bhandari 
can improve his service and forge 





It into eat instrument offence 
mther tban n method Of putting 
the baU in play he could become a 
very useful player. 

Left-handed Dev Lall, son of 
Preuuit Lai), won the underbid in 
a good match against another 
south-paw Shiel Kumar. Prateek 
Chdubey was an impressive winner 
of the under-16 group even though 
he was defeated by Ram Kumar in 
the uiider*14 division. Prateek has 
a nice all-round game and with appli 
cation could become one of our 
good players Amit Chaturvedi 
showed considerable impiovemcm 
in his game since F3bru4ry. 
specially on his service, but he did 
not have to contend w th S. Zoeshan 
Ahi one of our most promi<>ing 
juniors, who had to withdraw on 
medical grounds The under-io 
produced a new winner Kaushik 
Raja who, after defeat! ig Ai iun 
Kumar narrowly in the semi finals 
by 6/5, beat left-handed Munish 
Chaubey comfortably by 6/3 in 
the finals 

Credit must go to Sonah Mukhci 
lea who, apart from winning thi 
girls event decisively from Preah 
Kumar defeated Ram Kumar m 
the under-16 event which was open 
to both boys and girls 

The Calcutta South Club plan^ 
to hold such tournainontq regularly 
and Will also consider giving <^p.^cial 
facilities lo youngster^ who show 
great promise Tn the coming 
winter season, ^nter-club junior agt 
tennis tournaments agdin:>t clubs 
m different parts of India w.ll bf 
organised on a e^iprocal basr 
Four players in each age group 
Will be mvited and gwci frej 
hospitality aunr.g iheii -lay at 
Calcutta B\ this wiiitt r on nopi^s 
the tt nni^ .co\i a\ ih^ 5ouF^ 

' hib will b(. bn//ir j V arjvilv 

JAitF'sH ^ 

K. N. Gopat & Usha 
Nair shine 


TRIVANDRVM : Tdmil Nadu’s 
international cyclist K N. Gopal 
once again proved his prowess In 
the recent South Zone Cvclinx 
Chainpionsfai]>s here. It was Gopai 
versus the rest Out of the total 
24 points Tamil Nadu accumulated, 
GopaTs contrtlnitton was IS. helping 
thetti dalm the auunplossfalp. 

Add to this tb: araou way the 
Tamloan pedaUed to cUnw the 
JOO WD road race from Trivandrum 
to Cape Coworrin, the picture of 
this eydist wilt be complete. While 
the men's section heVsn^d to 
Gopal, the women's was Kerala’s 
Usoa Natr’s who wth ease won the 
1,000 m time trial, the CtOO m 
massed start and 2,000 m individual 


G<^1 

S"' < 



becpjne'tbe Individ 
[O' Qtbdr Kerala eye 


The 100 km race was undoubtedly 
one of the be$t organised roud 
races lu the country. This corres¬ 
pondent was the lone one from the 
press to be taken to cover the race 
which began from early morning 
after the conclusion of the meet 
For nearly about 30 km the racers 
moved in a buuch. Then class and 
and calibre shotved While ilMuck 
dogged hot contender Jhaven of 
Karnataka who fell off the loosely 
fixed saddle Gopal forged ahead 
like a true champion—a good 10 
km lead—^waving to the huge 
crowd that cheered him Ai ihi^ 
point, Karnataka's Thimmiah 
started complaining that Kcrila 
cyclists were foul nding Wit^*r 
given at the prescribed 50 kni maijs 
did not prevent the heal ttlliog 
upon the participants Manv 
withdrew Some fell oil, heaving onl 
ten to complete And evacUy jt 
910 Gopal romped home to th< 
loud' ovation that rent ihe au 
Twenty minutes later A/luiali 
SelvaKumar and Sidilii uowdj ( 

That order) followed 

BINOO K 

I Hdckey semina'^ 

I LUCKNOW Oil tilt o< I 
I of the second death aun vir-ti 
! of K D Singh *Bibu a »in n 
j on 'New Challcngv to Mod r' 

I Field Hock v' was held hi rc ' 

1 number of sports offimls di'-t* 
guisht'd players md .ports 
I participated in th» sriumi 

Mr Jhaniaiilal v. roum £ 


Olympian said that the recent 
amendmepts in the international 
rules of the game, including the 
mandatory use of astro-turf for inter 
national tournaments, have affccte 
our hockey drastically, pointing out 
that Pakistan has already acQuiren 
one at Karachi and was thinking 
in terms of laving anoth i at 
Lahore. But there is not a single 
astro-turf in our amntrv The new 
rules regarding *p naltv 

strokes' and *tie br^'akei s' have 
virtually put an end to the Indian 
style of hork y 

. Some thought that th^ opinion 
I of former Pakistani Olymphn Abiul 
Waheed, that the astro-turf suits 
the Asian style of hockey mure 
than It does the Europ an styi'* 
was correct It is ironic il that we 
cannot capitalise on this advantage. 
It was also sa d th it we should 
bring about a ladical change in 
our outlook regarding physical 
fitness s lect'on and trami g of 
I the ttam memb rs to satisfy the 
new demands of hockey that our 
loach and manai^n of the national 
TO im should be sel>cted from 
fdvinpir 111 O'ymiws and not be 

j h » • ( uh I id «ni 

Sire s w s laid on the noid loi 
jdymg firm fou idation of the 
gain* through thr developni nt ol 
inteicst in boys below 15 aid also 
for encouraging the game in 
schools and colleg s It was the 
' general view of th‘ speakers that 
these new challenges could be 
only by bringing about a 
nanyfaceted impiov mint m th* 

’ game 



AV$fRAUAN COACHE^^ AND iiWlMMl RS iN INDtA ; Two oj 
Au^lralto's lop ^antnmtttff cooehe^ aod fmii sitmnmers Will be to 
Bombop at the mt/iUUion of the Maharashtra Slate Amatevr Aaruotic 
AdsoCMtioru Picture show* coachJm O'Doherly (left) with his wife 
fvne (rlghti and swtmmert Lisa W<ffK*r!. n5), Davtd Maynard 

(IS), EiW iMbmi (H) oM Jac<r>fi Hady (I3>, 




i.. 



MASCOT This IS the mascot to be used by Uruguay tn 
the Cup (Mint World Cup) soccer tourney scheduled to 
be held m Montevideo between l^ecember 30 and Janu¬ 
ary IK 1981 


( ONinOVrRSIAL WIN Rosie Ruiz (centre) of New 
York lb helpf^d by Boston police after site has tpon in 
the w^rmen ' division of the Boston Marathon Ruiz had 
a partial unofitcial time, 2 hrs, 31 mts, and may have 
hrokfn the women*s set tn 1979 There was a contr^jversy 


oiiT whether she arlnalhf ran the rvhole rate 


IMPORTANT MEETING Durmq a meetmg of the execuUve board of the International Olympic CommUlee (IOC} 
and delegates of tntemattonal sports federations wtih Mo cow Olympic Summer Games representatives Jgnaty 
NaviHov (third from left m front), president of the Moscow Olympic Organisation Committee, is seen tn the mid¬ 
dle of his (untderUtfi^) group of aides and tnterpreierst while on the podium are JOC executive board tnembers 
(from left) president Lord Kdlantn, Niokawa, Cross and Samaranch 
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Lh/U): iJontia i 'apiyni Vounq n^at ls to tnie of htn’ birdi 
u.____ putts dvr mg the Colgalr I>irnih Share Winners Cirx'l 

tinth't j}ar 201, tinf (ihrcid of /Ynnif Atroli 
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1. V. 8. Hazare (6aroda)-*398 funs 
25 wickets In 1942-43, 561 and 
38 in 1946^7, 609 and 26 In 
1949-50. 

2 Playing for Holkar against Bom¬ 
bay at Bombay In 1944-46, Denis 
Compton and Muablaq All added 
209 runs on tbe third wIcHcet 

3 P. Sen. He did ft against Orissa 
at Cuttack In 1954. His three vic- 
Ams were R Saetri. T. Sastri 
and N Padhi. 

4 Panka] Roy (112 n.o, vs. U.P. at 
Calcutta in 1946-47) and Pronob 
Roy (105 V 8 . Assam at Dlbru 
garh in 1978-79). 

5. Q. R Vishwanath (Mysore) 230 vs. 
Andhra at Vijayawada In 1967-66. 

6 Oatjlt Singh of Bihar—152 (112 c. 
40 31). 

7 B S Chandrasekhar of Karnataka 

(formerly Mylore) achieved the 
feat on six occasions 1966-66 
(36) 1966-67 (35), 1970-71 (46) 

1971-72 (38). 1973-74 (56) and 

1974-76 (40). 

8 S K Hazare (Bombay) and 
tnderjit Singh (Delhi) share the 
honour with 27 wickets each 

9 The ICMh wicket partnership of 139 
between S Mubarak All and 
Yadvendrasinh of Nawanagar vs 
Bengal at Bombay in 1936-37 

10 359 no V M Merchant against 
Maharashtra in 1943-44 
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Bridge 


Schapff o 

This wo^ tht* final qoestion in the CtifiM 
mas Competition (5) WeM 'O 6 NT 
against the l^ad of 00 

west FAST 

$ KU9 4 A 10743 

AO I / K4 

Oak 0 ^ ' 

4j 74 < 4 Aor? 

An^ywnr after winninq tlie diamond lead 
dec I in r (il'iy oft |u^t one top 

spdffe from hand tor if huth opponents 
follow ttu rofdfrKt IS gudrdr teed Nfxl 
he play a cluh fo fhe Act and comeu 
back fo fiand w th tli< other high ipadf 
If all fotlow them art no protilems 

Suppose the wo st happens dod Noith 
shows out Now We t ^ontmufs with a 
low club towards the Ou» en If alt follow 
thtue are 12 Inrks white d North holds 
four (luhs and lakes his King the hand 
IS over So d North dot s hold tom cards 
m the suit her must duck and riow de 
clarer can pt-ac< fully develop the nxt a 
tnck tn«t he nor do m spados 
FmaMy, d South hid stsrtfd with four 
clubs to th< King hi must win the 
Oueen Now W -"t o i winning 4he 
relurr , sinipiv p‘a/ oft his led atni 
winners to qie e/e South ir> the black 
suits 

The othfr work I huo the chance U> 
mention a new uont Pkiy /3t//c /? Jc;r 
by Rixi Markus^fOCto; 0'“ Books JL36b) 
It Im luded this appaiti tiy simple tut 
aniusmg deal 



4 K S 1 
A J 7 3? 
0 d 10<)3 



0105 

87ft542 


4096 

0 KO 

4 A 1643 

South dealt at game all m the teams 
event at the 1978 Otympi.id The Polish 
North South played sensibly m four 
f idf s jnd made 10 triCKS At the other 
trible how(‘ver, one of the best parrs ir> 
lt\f world Chaqas and Assump<;.ao of 
Bra/d ri^athed the hocrifir (onlract of 
3 Nf West led ^3 to the Queen and 
King and although the club finesse 
obviously offeo'd the main chance of 
niiu tncks Chagas started by leading 
the Quttn ol spadf s from hand He in 
tended to plciy durTimy s Ace in any case 
but West did not know this and made the 
natuial play ot rovenng with his King 
If cost nothing now to cash 4^ before 
tackling the cIuIjs and the fall of the 10 
gave Bm/il nine lurks without the need 
ton oitlolhr cluhtinebSf Intact when 
Chcigis f Tshed 4^ Ini hi^* ninth trick 
ttie nine tuck suddenly turned into all 
Ui 

This wet k > qu / ut love all South holds 
4J4^:.J 10 864O6434KJ9 North 
opens 9 NT and hast over calls with three 
spadfti Whdl houfd South call now? 


Chess 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■iPdter Clarke 

London, New York, Pans BadeP Baden 
Vienna Amsttrdam Budapest, Monte 
Carlo Cambridgt bprmgs Prague St 
Petersburg San Sebastian Abba/ta 
Tepid/ Senonau Meran Manenbad Lake 
Hopatcong It could be a fist of places 
a world traveller would like to visit, but in 
fart it IS |ust some of the romantic loca 
tions for great international c hess tourna 
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LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 







INCIAHO 

Saunders 4 -U \ 

"He'$ retired, but he wouldn't mw that mornino dosb 
to the bus stop for onythin^/' 


menta. I idmpded ft white IfirdVkainI 
thfoitfth HundM by? 

Or P feagstra Kutper, which recoridstlw 
major ^aventa from 1851 to 1969 wdfj 
results tables, the occasional gamf^^and 
some fine photographs aKogether a 
most fascinating work, especially de' 
liphttut for anyone with a nostafglc 
streak the last location on my list m 
New Jersey, USA. and here 1$ the game 
that won the Brilliancy Prize there more 
than 50 years ago The brilliance lies in 
the long term character of the attack and 
not sudden fireworks 

White Idward Uftkar; Slack Raul 

CapAblanca Catalan System (lake Hopat 
rong 1926) 

1 R-04.Ht-KB3; SKI-KBAR-K3 

3 P - KKt3 ... 

This system was r ol adualty umn tho 0^11110 
Catalan until after Tarlakover had employed li 
m several games at Bucetona i9S9 ll was 
part of Ihe hypermodern uvavernonl 

3.. .P-B4: 4P-B4,., 

4 B K12 was safer 

4.. .RitPs SKtnP, 1^-04 

• ■-Ktt. P-K4; 7 Kt-KS3. P-K* 

t KKt-Ot... 

Here 8 K1 04 jeoms prel(*rdblo 

«. .RxP; • «-R4cli,B-02 

MOxRP, P-Kf, tIPxP, B-BS 
1t4-«, BxB, ISKxB, B-K2 
14 KI-qB3,«-», IS Kt-B3.qKt-Ql 

Black has an excolleni gamt having wHI 
developed pieces and open lines Whitt exl? i 
pawn s niprdy a hindrance to hi i and iHih 
ftie doubted KPs are likely to fall in the i id 

19 R-K4, RrBI; 17 0'-Kt9. P-QR3 
19 Q-KB9. R-B4, 19 Q-B4. R^B8 

29 rn-’M, B-R4. 21 Kt-02, R-KtS 

22 P - Kta, O - K2; 23 P > QR3, R x B 

24 Q X B. R * Kt3; 29 QR - Q1. R K3 

29 P-QKt4, R-B1, 27 0-Q4.R>Q3 
2i Kt-09. . . 

0« ?8 0 K3 Kl KI5 29 O B4 QKt K4 

30 P R3 P KK141 

29 . . Kt X Kt, 29 P X Kt. O X Pch 

30 K - Ktl. Kt- B3. 31 Kt- KI3, R x P 

32 O- B2, O X R, 33 R X O. R X Rch 
34 K-Ktt. Kt-Kt9. 39 Q - Kti, P - KR4 
39 Kl - B$, R - Kl. 37 RMlgiui 

The whil( King n ust soon he malod 
Competition G413 Solution nert wrek 
Black 


,£«-Sl 


E*if X' 


l£ 

B 


2 Bt 





White 

Whito fo play and wm 

•oitiilipp <9 Mt IrHWOI 

ilMlb to fila]r«7^o world 44tfrt» 

catod himatif from an awkvWrd aHuoMon by 
18 * Kt»KBf»,i 9 PxKV 0 -K^.Skf^« 7 . 
and 9 drow W9$ ogrtod (20 ^ 0 - RBoh ftCJ 

fiWbldm IIP fills Solution noxt woatk 

mm i 

Whit# to ploy odd mate Irr two r~ ^ 

•otifttMtoMofilir 

(throotp Kt-^r 0 j: 02 i 
3 K-.R 8 q-Q 4 i 4 *<- 
Ifockod dytti own i 
unobl^^to dont_ 

7 3 ik 

























SURJIt iRNGRlSUNiLGAVASKAR 

out! begins column from England 
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m H f^SUt SI AN At^ANOA BAZAR PUBUCATtON Re i 


SMNfL GAVASKAR'S 
COLUMN 


Beoinntng this weak, Someraet's 
star recruit writes about his 
Impressions on Courtly 
cricket and related matters, 
exclusively fctr Sportaworld 
Also, County cricket review 
and the Windies In England 




14 ASIAN TT ALMOST A 


CHINESE NATIONAL 


The fifth Asian Table Tennis 


championships ended with a 
bag'^fuli of trophies for the 
Chinese Panka] Butatta reports 
on this and India's 
performance. Also, interviews 
with the new men's chamoion 
and his manager 



nao cHUNi GOSWAMrs league 


PREVIEW 

Despite the uncertainties on the 
Calcutta Maidan, the football 
league will ultimately get 
under way late In June The 
former India captain assesses 
the chances of the 'Big Three' 
Also, modality, the main 
que^on 


HE DEPARTMENTS I SPECIAL FEATURES 


a Letters 
S EdHorla) 

36 $portspeople 

37 News RpuncHip 
33 News M piotiires 
^ Puskes 

41 QdMCrosswordI 
i QueHttcm Box 
^43 CheeiiBrkSgel 
Laughs 


10 Profile of TasUm Arif by 
A|ay Kumar 

t7 Ashis Ray’s London Newsletter 
34 Surjlt Singh speaks out 


9<^ver tmnspersnotee of Guo Yeuhua, SurjH Singh and 
Sunil OsMiSlcir by NIkhlf Bhittgchefye, 

Editor Mansur All KhanPaiaudt 

Ifjjjrw Aiok Subhas Sarcar 

Nikh^^ ahettachsfva 

»mb»yoorfaa|ioo^tHa^th MbnWam Art Plracter ei^ut Quba 


'Letters to the Editor 


Tell US the 
truth. Sunny! 

^AVASKAR, OUR CRIC- 
^ keting phenomenon, is 
playing lor Somerset, the 
iki^ish County This 
decision of Gavaskar ab¬ 
solutely baffies me By no 
streHch Qt imagination 
can I understapd thu deci¬ 
sion of his After all, dur¬ 
ing all the recent hectic 
cricket season starting 
from India's participation 
in the Prudential Cup up 
to the end of the tour of 
Pakiatan to India, Gavas¬ 
kar has all along been 
hinting directly or in¬ 
directly that the Indian 
players are being subject¬ 
ed to too much cricket and 
they are finding it difficult 
to sustain the physical and 
mental demands which so 
much of top-class cricket 
is putting on them. Gayas^ 
kai even went to the 
lemt cKf relinquishing In¬ 
dian captaincy, because he 
did not And himself physi,- 
caily and mentally tit 
enough to tour the West 
indies 

So xf Gavaskar was that 
tired, how could he enter 
the County cricket scene ? 
^specialty when he Jhas 
not had any rest after the 
departure of the Kikia- 
tanis, play as he did in the 
Ranji Trophy 

Was he ducking a tough 
tour of the West Indies 
when he sai,d he was too 
tired to tour that country ? 
Was he lying 

And, funnily, Gavaskar 
nas absolutely nothing to 
gain by the English Coun¬ 
ty championship r— except, 
perhaps, money 

AMIT AGARWAh, 
Delhi 

IT ~ WAS ASTONISmNG 
f(|o learn that Gavaskar 
had signed a contract with 
Somerset and is playing 
for them this season Re¬ 
member how two months 
back» Ihe same Gavaskar 
had said he was tired and 
due to Personal reasons be 
would not go to the West 
Indies tour (Later the 
tour was cancelled). The 
real truth is he is vulner¬ 
able to genuine pace and if 
he plays against West 
Indies ha has to face 
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genuine fast bowlers to* 
gether. Roberts,. S^kU^ 
Cruft end Garner. The 
West Indies vs. India 
match in the Prudential 
Cup in which he failed 
badly is a case in paint. 

The same Gavasfestr had 
said he would not ge m 
long t«^ fdaving his 
‘ S^ Ih ^hiwd^e 














Mreat mental strain on bim- 
But how can he leave hia 
family now and go and 
Hay for Somerset lOr one 
ull season? 

Gavaskar knows there is 
no genuine fast bowler 
playing in the 
County this season. With 
Botham playing for So¬ 
merset, Gavaskar will have 
a happy time getting 
runs against second-rate 
bowlers. With Thomson 
out of form and nobody to 
assist Lillee, Gavaskar will 
definitely go to Australia— 
though not as the captain 
—aince India’s winning 
the series there is a dis¬ 
tinct possibili^. 

Come on Gavaskar, be 
■porting at least towards 
the end of your career. 

S. MOHAN. 

D. SRIRAM, 
Bangalore. 

Congratulations 


pLEASB CONW MY 
^ heartiest congratula- 
ti/ons to the Punjab and 
^nf;al teams tor becom¬ 
ing the men’s and wo¬ 
men’s champions. respec« 
tively, at the recently-con¬ 
cluded National Kabaddi 
championship at Alleppey. 

ALOK SUKHANI, 
Calcutta. 

NO AMOUNT OP 
praise would suffice for 
TOur icovorage-^’Life and 
Times of a world Cham¬ 
pion*. I avail myself of 
this opportunity to con¬ 
gratulate Prakash onice 
yet. whi^e wishing him all 
the luck for the Jakarta 
championships. 

Your coverage was so 
informative and interesting 
that one did not fepl sorry 
not being able to view his 
final match against King 
over the television. 

JOYCe GLORIA FRANK, 
New Delhi. 

The other face of 
Haryana 


R ai is certainly an 

«lectiltying word thest* 
days It positively is tailoi- 
mado for hosting games ul 
magnitude of A.siau 
Carnet. But 1 sincerely be- 
5^/iieve that the Haryana Gov 
ernment^ controvei'Sial no¬ 
tion of holding the Games in 
Hat cultivated not by 

genuine .spoitsmanship, but 
with a view to grabbrng as 
muc^ limelight as possible 
am speaking of the vtand^ 
' of sports and the sooalt- 


ed steps of elevating it in 
this State. 

K is humiliating to 
the inhuman treatment ol 
.sportsmen in a State which 
boasts of being capable ot 
organising ihe Games. One 
main factor I would like to 
dwell upon is the coaib- 
ofTicial^portsniQn reflation* 
ship. I’ve seen kind, consi¬ 
derate. understanding and 
hjrd-^working coaches. I’ve 
also met pessimistic and 
eccentric ooaobes. • Always 
leady to discourage you, 
and one way or the othei. 
they are obsessed with* the 
idea of never maintdining 
a healthy rapport with 
their pupils. Ortain coach¬ 
es have been going out of 
their disciplines and inter* 
feiing with other sports 
and creating a bedlam (for 
the pool .sportsmen) with 
thcMF scant knowledge of 
that game. And as far as 
their own discipline is con¬ 
cerned. they seldom treat 
the sportsman with love 
and obviousfly penetrate and 
rip apart bis psychological 
tranquillity. The one diing 
such ’coaches' specialise in 
is negation, dissension, pun¬ 
gent criticism and often 
going to the extent ot using 
filthy language. You cannot 
mould sportsmen with in¬ 
jured pride and broken 
hearts. 

l^m my personal experi¬ 
ence 1 can relate thousands 
of sudh instances, oi unfor 
tunate happeniugs. Often, 
as loolhalilers are less in 
number here, they are deni 
I'd praclict* by suib lame 
ruses as “Footballs are out 
of stock”. And if the play¬ 
ers still insist, they are pul 
off with phrases like, “What 
do you think of yourself'— 
capable of beating Mohun 
Bagan?” 

l^anks tb such treat¬ 
ment. more .sportsmen arc 
turned off the giiiund than 
those who turn in. Sports 
is not disoussed here in 
terms of competitive and 
gamely spirit^, but in a man¬ 
ner of a means for passing 
time, carried on inonptonous 
Iv. as if strangjled by the 
job and without enithusiasni 
and innovation. A sweet 
smile, a glorious word of 
encouragement, and a slight 
pat on the back can make 
all the difference. 

Sports is a combined 
effort, the spirit of working 
together and thus success 
begins and ends with human 
relationship, respect, love 
and care. I don’t think such 
oikadies. barring exceptions, 
will turn new leaves over¬ 
night, Imt f believe that if 
they atitempit to do so, this 
world woufld be a much be¬ 


tter iiboo to five in and to*, 
dian Spoirta wohld be rich- 

K. hlANMEET SINGH, 
Ratyqneu 

A/FF role 


r E ROLE OF THE ALL- 
India Football Federa¬ 
tion is that of a cat between 
two monkeys. It embraces 
ds many footbafll associa¬ 
tions in a State as are olai- 
ming to be genuine and 
are said to liave coioie in 
existence following non- 
implcmentation ol the lettei* 
and spirit ot the govern¬ 
ment guidelines by some 
of the ddainant State asso¬ 
ciations. 

The aim of the guide¬ 
lines was to seek the exit 
•of these elements vyho h^a 
stagnated powers and oom- 
bmed politics with sport. 
However, unfortunately, the 
desiie of the Cioverument 
was not fulfiflled in toto be¬ 
cause ^ere vyas no w»hip 
^ind its impleraentatioii. 
And the AIFF did not car¬ 
ry the matter with a high 
hand to comeinpUte action 
in the (x>atext of the said 
guide lines against the arro¬ 
gant associations. 

ft is <}taU 2 d that on the 
ovo of the National Football 
^ampionahip held at Cxnni- 
batoiv. the r»)deraijon mvi 
led ail the clainiants to 
partiapate in it. but in fart 
only one combined team 
from each of the pi*obli(mi 
States was adlowed to field. 
In sharp contrast tb this, 
m the Junior and Sub ju¬ 
nior Nationals held at Cut¬ 
tack and Calcutta le^gaecli- 
vely, enti ies w< re sponsored 
by the l•’ede^aUoll. but the 
hosif States turned deaf ears 
to the directives of the 
AII’F. obliged to aceommo* 
dale the teams of their own 
gi'ouite and rest of the en¬ 
tries were declared oance- 
lied. 

K IS, of course, sad to note 
now groupism is taking its 
roots inside the AIFF. Al¬ 
though the AIFF has coHeo 
ted aill the relevant facts 
and ixmrlusive evidence ne* 
ces^iy to warrant action 
against the doiiant bogus 
associations, the defianoe of 
the State Football Associa¬ 
tions and cold-shouldering on 
the part of the Federation 
leads one to believe that the 
AIM; IS composed ot loose 
fabrics which uKimately .sug¬ 
gests a legal recourse. 

There is a specific prov^ 
siofi in toe guide-lines toat 
one who does not adopt it 
within the prescribed time¬ 
limit. shall have no voting 
right in the Federation’s 
meetings. Still toe Federation 


-('ll. - ? 
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Refugees ^ 

r * M)CAb 

in the luat-concludesl 
rederatiott Cm Mokuji! 
Baaan, ^ Bengal an^j 
IMehammedan SpMttn. 
ve all accustomed to tnt 
heat of Calcutta, But tli« 
wtsiden; teama from 
Ke^a, Goa, Punjab 
MajhamAtMi and Banj,. 
lore, are not accustomed to 
such climate. So, they fail- 
ed to produce their best 
in most of their games, ex- 
cept in the games against 
the local teams, in which 
they were -kindly” allow¬ 
ed to play the second 
matksh od the day—ot* 
course, only to enable tMl 
Calcutta teams to atep into 
the semis. Couldn’t IPA 
afford to fix at least one 
mateh each of the local 
clubs at 2 p.m., just to let 
the Outside teams have a 
feeling of fair deal? 

Are the outsiders ounj 
guests or refugees ? 

CHIRANTAN 

CHATTERJEE, 

Durgapur. 

Now you know 

Y oub correspondent 

reporting on the Federa¬ 
tion Cup in Sportmorld 16_ 
Aprid, 1980, bas raised ^ 
question about Uie eligibilitv 
of the Indian Railways to 
participate ki the Sub-junior 
lootball championships. 

In this connection I may 
iiitorm you that this is the 
third year the Railways are 
partidpating ip t^s Cham¬ 
pionships. The vatious soual 
Railway units have got under 
them a number of sdbools 
which are open not only to^ 
the children of Railway 
ployees but a0so to all tl^ 
local people. The Rsilwafl 
Sports Control Board orga¬ 
nises InterRailway school 
tournaments 'regularly md 
select combined Railway 
teams to participate in Ju-. 
nku National tountamniMa in 
games like football, li^e.v 
and athletics. 

P. MATttA- 

HaUway Sports 

(The cuaiMon 
only with tegtird .‘ioMiKl 
nm«e of the me, Spa^-i 
•hip^ot a jwtiar ‘side.it «>i 
deed profsetPOrthy. wd ’0*1 
twin natns 4i^es m 
Joyces, tinee BaiBmd 
do not constitute o stM. ^ 
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«d4ti^wlifettr , 


' '.,1 

'Wfhif 'UM&fii! 0i»*J^JBtJSiiK)it^ I 

int 0^jt^»0!>i h$f I 

- if^iK !Cliuf^' ’ 4 

wwiiiKit i0i» wiif-' 'r f 

rvU ha4^wiHt9i\ | 

ftn4ief^l$ pf0i!/0ri f^ ' 

iii^in4^4 m ^ t0ittn(mit>ivi fb/t 
the tma^^’-iS. The retbvv^ 
pdrtion of the eligibW^f rule 
reads as foUows: *'The ' 

executive committee has 
decided m relation to teem 
games ordp, where a sehool is 
enterinQ only a senior team 
(or next upper age group) 
where sevejtd age groups are 
involved, a funior player\ 
players, will be permitted to 
represent the senior team’'. 

The BJ{ S.S.A. penalised 
the school because it 
maintained that a junior > 
cottld play in the 
senior tournament onl^ if 
there was no junior team 
entered, and Anpmum-i-' 

Islam had enterm a juntor 
totem. 

iMnuid 

. ihg4 the uido 

0)04 e^b%a6)iOk. ‘ ’ 

had 

: ihe ftm umrw^^ 

tarnooemmone ' 

Purthermorel if the 
JSJi.S.&.A. was 0icereiy 
moTfs^ in the 

Of »torn MU \ . ■ 
■^omM Hmtmi rh0. iiW^v < 

j^din M '''' ^ 

>' offMm mtorpnmdhi* ' ' 

9*ah m 


. • . ■. 

0 Mso'tmjpmpom samt 

nmM: 4ltO/''Mi(fTnhnen4 to i^^ 

is,is 

■ sups" 

gnd ^: 

'Jmomiik^i^'Ohe^ of the • uvim 

p pohupmd* '. the < 

Ohio, 'm iMmute there are , isi^ot 
med many um^-is phyets eoun 

■w^aTe ghtd enough to pleat non^, 

^pim004a vheie oamorsi oenM 

U'to'pekpeiht a AoiPi 

WeUMMer pom MOhno lha'i 

oiii 0 m de0h, M In 

lamh is pOi»&fle if the ago ’ ' ' 

dipetehees are ksrge^ then 
suMly thatespomibiMy of - ' > Ti 

the future development of > i puM 

the player is better left to (}gm 

intHvidml sc hotds. ^bu.ff 

iongt . , < 

»ir*|i Md « tk« fe|ti^ ' ^ 

vBheoi crudest cor^etium for _ fhk 

Bombmi schools ter the mOsraSh ^ 

Ihe GUss Shteid is for the 
Wfdsr.IS 

BMJtJSAi is the temm Oiufh.' 

Sehan Spam AsUmkUem 

A rm 

*^Ti^hernorth, theta is hook ^ ^ 
more eoniusion. B0h^s 00 :a. i 

to me AMap ^^ainat woo 
accepted four pern ago. ’ “ 
Tp didami |A» states la , , ■< 

. 

to mh, k puiws wamhM '' 

fdHslai^ from Ifim 
Par tKtrloitsr reasotut^same of 
which become apptuent </ «■« 

one is wPliny ta take im . '■ ^ 

; eorUMtad fOm hf thit c&mor. 
i 0 mkpMfh^'thr ahaudon has ,i| gS 

\pS%TS^I^fe ■ 
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Hr 


.ditfinc jM^ { 

some muhaipL wmeh thoum 
hoM boon nuinfM 

0$ff.lIuait most ctifibat, is 

r . ifci* . L» » . j. 5 . 


fd ms mt Asian owm a^> 
Uvmbeg 0 eoun/tfbts ' t /'* 
oMtrmUw heauffyf tomuds' •' 
the emgnMe^ 'l^ lima if 'y. 
Israel is pmtm„ some Atm 
eousOiripfMm hOyerdt^ by i; 
Mn^gatveutOf^ ond ootii* 
eenitiMmiy:'im4 tf they 
wh'% 'omtmdia gmrmtoe " . 
ms'saoumu'mhkh dOU need 
M hf MiO^PkM ds the Shshy’^, 
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nam and not 

mf, l^riroBM*^*, a former 
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IX, $<wa«»iet 7 liiAf# t 


IX$<wa«»iet7 I1inir« tt» 
tlon 'wMch has been eakea W’- 
frienda in IrtdU an4 * section ctf 
tte Pfws in England, It aU jlhuft-^ 
ed when Dilip Jajodia, a f^rhaMl m 
mine Who rune sporta gooo$ htw- i 
•neSs in Sngland, came down W' 

£ e Jubilee Test in BpmW* 
entioned that Soniieinet wnpe . 
jnbking for a batsman and a ' 
bowler to replace Vi,v Aicbinda 
and Joel Garner i^o were to touil 
Inland edth. the West Indies team 
‘ and would thus not be available to , 
play for Somerset for the major 
part of the season. 

)Capil Dev’s name was mentioned 
as replacement for Garner, hut 
^,^ce he had already rnwrepsed inS 
AinabiUty to play lor ms 
shire Xeagueduh obvioitsly 1» , 
couldn’t accept the oSer, I sdd*’ 
gested the names of Vidhwanftfh 
and Vengsarkar. But Vlsh waan*t 
> keen on the and mu^ 
achnlred lor his dne season In 
ia^land last year perhaps did not 
have the same intwrest log fikmter* 
set to follow up. m my cas^ X 
wash'i keen on a lour*and*arhal| 

^ ^months .season and that, was .now 
, mstfoca stood 'li^n WWp JhJodtn' 

’ dew bach to England, 

i ft was therhioif 'a i^aad twn;*- 
Wfise; when he - cailM ahi >. 
tendon asking H I wbvdd mp 
Somefoet Oifty the of xe^ 

. gmtration with the__T!eiw .said 
^unty Crieket Sdard ramghwd 
. 'and once that was throngh ftiWk 
were no further probiema her m*e 
for me joining SomsrsdV 

Borne ot my 'fofondy xaftad ^e*^ 

’ Question of how 1 could amgmt i|iy 
^ Bomeirset Inegtatlon Wdkgft .i iw 
' declined to toun Wwt Inidjfrhia!^: 

India barely eight df^s xtbu ^0 
Jubilee )Test whleh, jiWMSIdaw, 

, was the I7tb Teat we m l^btyed 
in succession, pmtt hUg m “ 
time to he a Ihtie rewS^^Ohd he 
with your near and dii^ OhSjl. . 

By the time I joined Bonwmjrt 
we had a little over two mmnfti to 
do just that and althou^ (bs^ 

1 were Ranj 4 benefit and mteSoflksO { 
A matches these ate not as tensef as I 
Test matchnn?' Besides^ 1 * hjrt. A' ■ 

* ihree>week, lay-ced just, hslore. t' 
.left for SOgiand. Moreover^.* Whs 
to play foV Somerset iUl Jiiwriim ^ 
and from the ftkture card'f,, 

. that T would have ^ deys o# hdtii 
' of .the,' two*and''a-hall mcm'tns <X 
was sti^osed fo play gor Soimerish f 
That, p eficct, meant that t would I 
be plc^ng just a monfh*and>a*. 
half’s cvicket which wouldn't i^ng 
t^be taxing at all with all mtM 
oBFJdays in-between. , • 

^4^'^ ^There was etil],nna ]inohifmi.)itHi 




















.p(4ttffi>roAiy Ite^uNt W» wbbM ■>“• 
^ple .Af.raAs t(> .wilt' :It \inM‘4ia> 
aippotetinf 'IQ g«t ont Jw^ we vnre 
ast dow to victory, itie ^pper,, 
Brttia Bo<e. tdayed a superb imiiiips 
bail,traet..was more toportaat. we 
St*!S(i^.,1^..ba,ve itruijk^ w ai gMl 
uoderatandiaa in resptmdini ta-eadi 
others’ caUs, I was 89 when be 
reached bis ceUstuiry but then be 
Jaunchdut sudb a fierce onslaught on 
btf-spHtPer Bow* that he hit him for 
^-ruiis hi iw« two overs wKh four 
Sixes and won the Gold 
Award tdr the ‘Man of the Match’ 

' easily,. lye had to run quite a Ut 
apd this etn^siaed the need for per¬ 
fect physicat fitness. 

F e nkxt day we were to 

E)a.v the ^ohit . player Leaime 
' game' On a ^t<3t next to the one we 
.Mayed the Benson and Hedeea tie. 
The John Player League is played on 
Sundays and the matches start at 2 
p.m. add the side bowling first, has to 
finish its 40 overs by 4-tO p.m. or else 
it gets to bat only the number of 
overs it has bowled till then. 

Kent won the toss and though they 
lost Wuolmer early. Tavare and 
Rowe added useful runs and then 
Asif and Rowe got together . for 
another partnership. I didn’t help 
Somerset’s cau.se by dropping Asif at 
mld-wicket off Marka, the off-spinner. 

After Asif leP: the Kent skipper 
Ealham added, runs with Rowe b^ore 
the latter was run out when our 
medium-pacer Dredge^kidted the ball 
onto the stumps. The harm that one- 
day cYicket is doing to the middle- 
order batsmen in County cricket was 
apparent as batsmen after batsmeii 
fell cheaply trying to slog a few runs;' 
From a position of 200 for 2 Kefit 
finished with 218 in 40 overs. 

For a side which had scored 245 ' 
runs in less than 40 overs the pra- 
vious day this abduhf not have been 
n difficult task. We snffepsd frhm a 
bad start us Graham DHley ybthed 
.' Rose and Marks and Mt, .fis Ifi for 2: 

'.Ian; Botham joined iiWi.. aad 7 we 
t^fBTied the score to SO h«to»V|aa 
■ in? the fan^^ 

i Aslf ^ .37, iifoilwrad ’two 
'lifter l^ic cant^. bebind.iby Knott' 
;tiyii4( tO'SteeV Asif' thfongb the 
mpty sliP'. region. - Dennis. Brealtwett 
ai« made a valiant- atiteiiipt but we 
stid short by 13 ntna,' Judt ffoes 
M'lbow what an oiiaettaiii game 
. Is: We b«iit’|{eftt.#ailhr Hi* 


to ■' 



' ' ^ ; " ■'V*' 
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Dcr. Biij 

Gattrag. Embnrey aBd'Eo 
was not going to be'easy: 


Deiining, - who opened- With me', V 
helpt^d.iii gii'iilg our ‘ Side a'ffyihg’’- 
start' and We added I20"m'ns beforo 
fiepniitf was out off Bdpidtida.' Pbil' 
Sopomhe^ and I enjjdyod inotber use-, 
ful - pmaeiahip and^ whmi I was-'' 
stpmpod off Edmonds - -for -123 We v 
needed 82-rung, ia 13 dvei^i. .A sliu'np- 
m.,tdae-.iulddle-draer saw us-fall beck'.' 
in the rua-raTp ' and. when the 55th 
ovelf-Was howled'we weie.28I for th* 
-T-tw tuAs short of vShat wouM have' 

» j.viciior 5 r;fiB ,tbc Bensoj)-■ 
pBdmp^niftipa.., R .Was,:, 
4s«^'.K 

(hat-toy.-^' 

















County Cricket Review 


Gavaskar's 
gift to 

'home' crowd 


T hu wenson anu hedges is a 

k*ai4iio-ciiiu-knoik-(iiil louroa- 
mrnt and il is Iht* lirst plicib*- that Is 
now in proj’Pfvss. Sj)fni*is»*t and M>d<l 
lesex an* bolli siroiiii < ontt iulfi s lor 
Ihr titk*. ytl lliev Ipiure in Ih** saiuc* 
group and jiidt-od tladu-d on May J7 
at ToIIrd on. 

Tin* til* w^ts alM) si^nifuanl for 
Sunil (iavaskai l>:<ausr il happrind 
to bt‘ hi^ lost jpinariiiu'- and 

a capacity <i(iwd tl{ioo/;id iln* si and', 
to raldi a glirntvs< <d thcii new n* 
emit. 


Il assumed greatir'r mipf»rtancv lor 
tin* TihImo iiiaeslin as his Counlv cap 
was h.indoil to ham in the morning 
U small honour for man of his sU 
ture 1 suppose, but m ttie coutoxl Ol 
English ciirkel a lan* event. 


Tilt* bed of playt'is are made to 
wait wot'ks. if not to he .iward-^ 

ed tile ‘colours' and stmn* aie not ev- 
tended il in an entire carec*! Garry 
Sobers w«lkod out witli his cap on in 

Sfirri'if ojyf’iitrr (iialimYh' (dmttm hils- mil nl a drlrvriy frirnt John Shephi'rd 
of Krnt at I hr Onal durinq thrrr Henson and Hedges (a/7> rlttsh 


his very first inalcti lor Nollingha- 
lushne wIk'H 1i<* w^as ropt'd in in UH)8 
ns skipper and m.iybt* had Gavas¬ 
kar's lirst outing bc^en in Somerset 
he would have* been similaxl.v dccoia- 
ted. 

Anyhow Soiin resl. m the absence 
of Ilnaii itosc* and led liy Ian Buthuin. 
who was unabk* to bowl owing to a 
back iniury. fielded tiist and were 
Inf tor 282. H was an imposing tolal 
hut Gav.iskar decided to pay back 
the ioinphiuenl accoided to him by 
his adopted < Inh with a sterling inn¬ 
ings of 125. Lack of support trom the 
lovver ordc*! deprivc'd his team ol a 
victory by only two runs, but uuuh 

of Ihe puhdalk that foHowx'd cotitrc'd 
round this itniilmg dispkiv. 

“lie’s .1 gii'.il b-iism.ni but not a 
lifnited‘OVC*i ^ spen.ilisitin* C’XpOiTs 
pi.'Toiiei'iv'*d Now they will have to 
lliink twice hefoie passing iiidgi- 
ni(*nt. 'flu it i* h<‘ smuti the ball dec*p 
into the galkaiis and oUieiwise puiie 
m'lled 10 fours lo gather Ins ruU'. 
oH as ujaiiy bitlG 

rurlhc'i Ihe i‘ssav was not a pro¬ 
duct of inelcgani or uiiscieutifie 
‘swings' for he (oiilioiies to play as 
stiaighi as always and pierc<*d the 
tiny gaps with leassuring power and 
ptruenu nt. All the same T asked him 
to explain the apparent new dimen¬ 
sion m his batting to which one got 
a characteristic rc'ply ' “It's the hea 
vier bat f am using IhaEs cioiug the 
hick” Modesty though does not hide 



the fiict that the perlormasooa 
tip aiBfain^t the best attack in County 
cricket-^Danfel, Van Der Bflj, Selvey. 
Edmonds, Emburey and Gattiog^— 
all Test bowiers barring the second 
mentioned, who was the highest wic- 
ket-taker in South African cricket 
last winter and who Is as fast and as 
incisive as they come. 

Gavaskar ended up without a cons¬ 
picuous failure even in the John 
Player League meeting with York¬ 
shire the next day, which his side 
duly wrapped up by seven wickets 
witii his own 36 not proving futile. 

Boycott did not get going in this 
match but • on the previous day had 
sliuck H2 while losing lo VVorojster- 
shiic in the Benson and Hedges Cup. 

Earlier Dilip Doshi. who had been 
complaining about a muscle injury 
which had resulted from the strenu¬ 
ous work outs thrust on him by the. 
Warwickshire coach bowlccl splendid- ^ 
ly against Northamptonshire in the 
inci* of ail jndivtdually rcstorahve 
hundrciJ by Wayne Jairkins lo earn 
an aiialyis of n-614-1 in the Benson 
and Hedges collision concluding in 
Ills team’s favour. 

B ut the Nt:ws of aiK week i 

from Ibc (lonic*stii point of 
vu'w was the appointment ot Ian 
Bolhaiu as captain ol England lor 
the two onc-dav internationals versus 
the W^i'St Indies. 11 is possibly a pre¬ 
lude lo him being retained tor Uic 
Ti*s1s. but a lot will depend on his 
condilcl of affairs this month-end. 

Now, of course, I wonder what will 
hapixm to Brearley. He is in good 
nick Ihi-s summer with a Benson and 
Hedges century under his belt and a 
03 in course ol snccesslul onslaugUl 
against Worcestershire as his most 
iveent showing. If his form in Austra 
lia is of any consequena' he makes 
the team solely as a batsman. 
it runs or the way one gels them that 
wciglis in the minds ol selectors . 

Another experienced County cap¬ 
tain indicating a regular otitput o 
runs is Keith Fletcher, his latest Ical 
being 77 while Essex lost to unfanci- 
ed Glamorgan. 

Finally, the gentler half of Indian 
cricket-lovers will be anguished to 
learn that their Idol of* the last home 
season. Imran Khan, is m danger ^ 
being omitted from the Susex Ai 
at the slightest let-up._ In Tj^r Pat- 
audi's former County it is a 
lar contest between the ^ 

can Garth Le Roux. Geoff ArnoW and 
the Pakistani for *>*«/wo 
bowlers berths. Admittedly « 

advantage over his nvaU 
that he Is a recognized 
jind true enough, a half-century and 
aS inSs St lS in the past few days 
have cmhelhshed 
I am sorry to reveal that he 
ing in his bowling and ^ms tojte 
holding on to his pteoe by a mert i 
wbidwr, 

ASHIS RAY. Condon 






Windies in England 




Derek Parry 
strengthens 
his claims 

R obin marjlar of the 

Sunday Times is wary of the 
changes overtaking cricket. What 
he mourns most and happened to 
emphasize in one of his recent 
•articles is the slow demise of the 
spin bowlers m the modern set-up 
and accused the West Indians of 
harnessing the extinction. The 
piece struck a sensitive cord and 
Clyde Walcott, manager of the 
West Indies team now touring 
England, trying hard to conceal his 
disconiititure, iwith a constant 
chuckle, made known his opinion 
in an interview to the same paper. 

‘*I think we must accept that chan¬ 
ges are taking plaoe throughout 
the world in every sphere of life”, 
he affirmed. “And cricket is no ex¬ 
ception. There is no place in the 
game for the average sp nner." 

If that was not Sufficient indica¬ 
tion of his side’s policy during this 
visit, he cleared all doubts by in¬ 
sisting “the main objective in busi¬ 
ness is to make profit and the 
mai.n objective in encket is to win 
so you musi play the best avail¬ 
able side". Then, with a sarcaslie 
Query “should wo dismiss two of 
our fast bowlers who are iperform¬ 
ing so well and play two spinners 
in their place because this was 
traditional twenty or lhi,rty years 
ago,” he ended the subject. 

But the interesting point is, in 
the matches played so far, the two 
bowlers who hove performed best 
are Derek Parry the olf-spinncM, 
and Malcolm Marshall, who is no 
more than fast medium. True, 
Michael Holding and Joel GaVnci 
and, to a certain extent, Colin Ciofi 
have looked dangerous, yet in 
terms ot wickets and consistency 
the two others have emerged with 
greater credit in the two three- 
aay games held during the week 
under purview. The tourist:; di;-- 
posed of Ijeicestershire and 
Northamptonshire to enlarge their 
earnings to £2,ld0 from the HoU 
sponsorship. Other than this 
£600 per victory plus a bonus of 
^^^120 for consecutive wins, this 
company is offering a jackpot of 
£100,000 if the visitors can 
triumph m all their eleven first- 
ciass. games. An incentive first put 
forward ;whi^ the Indiatna were 




hero last year. Needless to men¬ 
tion Cli,ve Lloyd’s men are still in 
the running for the coveted haul 
which brings me back to the ties 
at Leicester and Milton Kenes. 

FORMER ENGAGEMENT 
was over in two days with the 
West Indians romping home by an 
innings and 21 runs. To begin with, 
Leicestershire were shot out for 
99, Garner and Parry returning 
with figures of five for 22 and 
three for 19, respectively. In reply 
Greenidge. with a solid 165, help¬ 
ed immeasurably to carry his side 
to 334. Eventually the hosts could 



Viv Richards—regains his ferrm 



Derek Rarry^-among thd toicke^ls 


manage only 214 in their second 
outing and that was the end of the 
story. 

Of course, Gower is to ^ com¬ 
mended for his 57. He assiduously 
grafted for runs rather than fool¬ 
ishly execute his shots and in the 
process was ably, though not. ade¬ 
quately, supported by a contribu¬ 
tion of 54 from Brian Davison. 

Holding was the one to inlliict 
maximum damage, scooping up 
five for 57. The hot spell, after a 
very wet sping, was perhaps one 
of the causes of the wicket peal¬ 
ing off at the top on the second 
day. But Quite dearly, the Mid¬ 
lands unit lacked the lire power 
both in totting and bcvwling 


to cither overcome or exploit the 
conditions. 

Northamptonshire batted first in 
their fixture. Two hundred and 
sixty was what they accumulated, 
largely aided by a knock of 122 by 
Richard Williams. When the West 
Indies wont in, the focus was on 
Viv Richards. This Antiguan, aftei 
a sensational season in Australia, 
had averaged just 23 in seven com - 
pleted innings in the Shell Shield 
Tournament that followed. 

In England, thus far, his scoreii 
were four, nought and five in his 
throe firat-class ven'tuws. How¬ 
ever, any illusions the Englishmen 
might ha\^ been enterfaining 
about the bad patch spilling over 
into the one-day internationals 
and the Tests were soon dispelled, 
for Richards provided a timely re¬ 
minder in the shape of 131 runs. It 
was not exactly the vintage Viv 
since he was inconvenienced a few 
times by off-spinner Peter Willey. 
Yet the customary air of boredom 
with the whole business was amp^ 

]y evident despite it being an in* 

; correct index of the man’s serious¬ 
ness. So in a stay of 185 minutes 
serving up 29 fours and a six and 
it could not have pleased the size¬ 
able Caribbean attendance more. 

Nor the innings of 116 by Clive 
Lloyd, which culminaWd m the 
West Indies getting 369. One hun- ^ 
dred and sixty-six was all North- 
ants could mu.ster when they took 
the crease again on this .slow 
turner, for which, lt>o, they have 
Allen Lamb, the South African, to 
thank for his .58. This reflected a 
match tally of -ninp for 132 in. 
favour of Parry w^th Holding and 
Marshalh chipping in with thr^e 
for 38 and three for 29 in the 
second innings and paving the way 
for a six-wicket win. 





Interview 


TASUM ARIF; I WAS 
CONSTANTLY BYPASSED 

The Pakistani batsman wicketkeeper TASUM ARIF who hit 
the headlines from his very first Test at Calcutta tells AJAY 
KUMAR that he was constantly ignored by the selectors 
because he did not come from a rich or influential family 


SPORTS WORLD : Where were yoa 
]H»rii T What about your famUy T 
TASLIM ARIF ,1 w bora iii 
Karachi m 19M Mv tathn Wijahal 
Husaia Abbasi, divd m l%'i H( 
a barriiitei in Bhopal Jh 19SI when 
the entire famUy rnigiiied to Pakis 
tan he stayed behind Ixcausi of his 
job He Lved with us lui two years 
and then retunad to Bliopal Wo 
hdV( many rclatists m Imkruiw 
Bhopal and Delhi. 1 h ul i fjri-at d< sire 
to visit India bocaus* luv pan ills of 
ten talked aboiUJ^hMii IIun desire 
was fulfilled m 1979 1 have tlnee eld 
er biothtrs- Salmi Aid Nasf ( rri Aiil 
and Tasneem Ant On a banker 
another is an accountant and the 
third one is in Guniiny 1 have a 
sister who has bc‘Cii rnnind now tor 
18 years 1 am the voun^tsl You 
know the youngest is ilways the 
“Ladla ’ (Umd on< ) <1 the I .inily 
My mothei biought u up uv d 

to woik I rrmrmbci oiiiU clearly 
that my early yiars wr re quih ddh 
cult ones and I am thankful to my 
mother and to Alhh tliiit hr bi ought 
us through those t iitu s I owe every 
thing to my motbci 

SW : How did you become interest* 
ed in cricket ? 

T A : All my brothers are very fine 
mcketcis But unfoilmiatelv, none 
of them leprcscnt^d Pakidin 'Ia^^^ 
em was a very hnt op< mag batsman 
wicketkecpir Biolh i Nis<em want 
ed to see me df \tlop into a line ciick 
eter who would rrpusent Pakistan 1 
drew mv mspuition from Imtia^ 
Ahmed, a forme i Pakistan captain 
who was a good batsman and wicket 
keeper When I was veiy young I 
used to go with my hrotluri to see 
fmtiar in action As I was the 
youngest 1 usui to rairy then 
boots and biggagt <t{ You 
can say I have haint ciirket 
from my brothc»rs I havr been very 
untortunato not lo hive an “ustaad’^ 
One person I nn itk ntion is Master 
\7u tilhei of form* i Indian Test all 
rounder Siilirn Durr mi He did not 
coach me as such but tual^d me as 
one of bis own sons H< is dead now 
but I am very grab ful to hnn I bad 
nevei thought that 1 would become a 
great crickeu i b<(aus< circuinsiana»s 
did not permit me to think on tlios« 
Uae5» But in 1%7 I had the chanct* of 
playing for Kd^rachi Bluca against 


Australia I was then 14 years old In 
this match, wicketkeeper Ab ul Oad i 
wis dropped and I was introduced as 
an up and coming witk-tkeeper 
Sated Ahmed was then the captain 
Ihtre Wirt nine Test stais m that 
t< am I still remember that 1 was the 
No 10 batsman and I bad sal all 
padded UF> tor 2*2 days When mv 
tiJin came, I was out to the very 
lir^t ball, caught behind 1 was really 
disappointed But attei that I rcallv 
placed wdl I scored fivi/'^ix centuri 
es in 1968 69 lii 1971 1 scored i 

double centmv. (205) against Tlydtra 



My best knock was iti Ca/cutta 
/ was under heavy pressure 
because First / was ptayinq my 
first Test match aqamst India 
Second/y / was playing m front 
of a very large crowd about 
one lakh Thirdly a world class 
No J batsman had been re 
placed by me fourthly / had to 
score when / waa in such a 
position 


bad. from 1972 to 1978 T have attend* 
cd all the major training camps in 
Pakistan Then the selectors 
ignoring me I was not exactly dish* 
eartened because I believed that ISO 
one could take mv cncket away from 
me exa'pl Allah though the selectors 
were always in danger of losing their 
seats 

f have d feehng that I was ig¬ 
nored because 1 did not come from a 
iirh or influential family and didn't 
have d “jack’* I will say very frank¬ 
ly that many an injustice was commi¬ 
tted against me But all through this 
1 worked haid 1 was given a dianoe 
m 197b to lour the West Indies That 
time T was a No 8 batsman When I 
went in at Guyana, Pakistan were 
158 for 7 Togtlhcr with Haroon 
Rashid I added 160 runs of which 1 
1 scored 70 After my innings, Clive 
Lloyd, the West Indies captain, called 
me aside and congratulated me He 
wondered why a plaver of my calib¬ 
re had not been given a lest cap 
eailier And then m 1979, thanks to 
Asif Iqbal who rccogni/td my talent 
and potential, 1 was again selected 
for iht tour of India My first match 
was m Amritsar where the pitch ha 
been spoikd by the lains So natur¬ 
ally non<. of the bowlers and batsman 
shon^ The second match was at Pune 
where the pi*^rh was lust fine I was 
ihe opening bat I had been brough 
to India as a stand by for Bari^ In 
that match I scored a o^ntury m the 
fust innings and 68 not out in the 
second innings At Hyderabad 
(Deccan) I again scored a century. 
Now I was sure tha! I would be play 
Ing the Test at Calcutta You see, the 
established superstars and veterans 
wese failing and an up and coming 
stai could no longci be ignored So 
m the Calcutta Test I replaced Zahe- 
er Abbas who unfortunately did not 
do well m th^ senes That happens in 
cricket So when niy name was ann 
ounced at the team dinner I was 
haidly surprised because I had 
already made myself sure of the posi- 
I tion I was grateful to Allah I said 
my “iidmaaz” and prayed to Allah 
to help me do well With his blessings 
and those of Indian and Pakistani 
brethren I playj?d the Test 

SW ; What did you feel when you 
got out In the nineties In your very 
first Test? 

T A : Supposing you. are a good 
student and have really worked 
hard to prepare for an 
exam Yet when the results 
come you find that you failed. How 
would you {eel ? Miserable. Thgt'^ 
how 1 felt. You see, the ball off which 
1 was caught at short square leg by 
Chetan Chauhan was a simple one, 
nothing outstanding 1 played it uhpis 
hly When I walked back to the dress¬ 
ing room 1 had tears tn my eyes. 1 
went and lay down on a table and 
closed my eyes Sadiq and Ban and 
the rest of them consoled nje. Bari 
was really helpful On returning 
home I was selected foi the senes 
agaidst Australia, as a wicketkeeper. 
Though Bari among the best 
wicket keepers m the world he Is net 
a good batsman I was l^ken fm* my 
battiii|( ahihty ns 



(fW I 00 yra twc Bail 

Bkt lluit t 

TA : Not much. TiU when ivould 
Bari have lasted ^ He has alroady 

S layed for 12 for that mattei 

ow long would 1 last ? I conceatrat 
cd on batting because if I batted well 
I would stay in the team, otherwise 1 
%vould have no chance I was playing 
Lillee, who is a very fast bowler, foi 
the first time and pei formed ratlx^r 
well I scored 58 at Karachi 

SW : DM you have problems fae- 

iiig Lmee T 

TA : To bc‘ very hoi^'s!, the Pakis 
tani wickets lor the entire series. 
were not fast ones. We should have 
given them fairer wickiets because 
they had only Lillee, wheieas wc had 
Imraa as well as Sarfi az Our wickets 
were batting wickets so 1 should noi 
take the enture < refill toi the 210 runs 
58 and other scon's that I made. We 
have to see what our performance 
would be when we lace Lilioe on a 
fast widket 


SW: Bat you have played in the 
Packer aeries ? 

TA : Yes. but J had not playf d 
Lillee then 1 played Pascoe and Wal 
kei and niany other West Indian tasi 
bowlers This was the fiist time I fac 
ed Lillee But 1 was not shaky oi 
frightened because I had to tight for 
iny position in tlie team li* sides 1 
VAIS beginrimg the senes with Austra¬ 
lia after having scojed % and 4b in 
my Test debut 1 wa^ also confident 
of myself because of mother’s bless¬ 
ings She had prayed day and 
night for my ^suectss Hei bk'ss 
mgs enabled me to s(*t a world a re¬ 
cord at Karachi 1 am a very lucky 
chap that 1 set a recoid which has 
not been arliK^ved by anyone m 300 
400 years of ciickct 

SW : Everyone knows of your batu 
Ing skilL Now you will have to pay 
extra attention to wicket keeping, no? 

TA : Yes that is so Obviously, to 
start with people aie going to miss 
Ban who is a classy wicket ke< per. 
But say after two years they will for¬ 
get him if any other wicket keeper la 
performing well It is obvious that l 
have to work very hard because it is 
my ambition to play for Pakistan lilL 
my very last breath 


SW : You have played under the 
captataar of Astf Iqbal and laved 
M^ad. Can yon compaie them T 

TA : There is a hell oF a lot ol djii 
erence between the two 1 don't say 
that Miandad is a bad captain, but 
for captaincy I think one needs ex- 
pel lence which. 1 think, Asif had in 
great measuie, Asit. a cricketer of 
lofty ebafader, is the most unlucky 
captain I have ever known l^causo 
he lost to India, a team which docs 
not boast of a genuine pace bowler or 
a world class spinner. On the other 
hand, Asif had a world class team 
which had pace bowlers like Iinran 
Khan and a battipg liuc-up which 
could be desenbed as a lun mgchpe 
As regards Kapil Dev. 1 think be is a 
vely lucky criAeier. I am not 
this to belittle him. I am only «tatm; 
facts. There are several bowlers of lus 



lisUrn Afif (icjl) aloucf with Smlut Moht inrin n to lypcri Pu/cistmt s 

lumnos in nuiiden lesrf at Cain/ttu Iv ua 


pace m Karachi Howevei m.iv All.iJi 
bestow on him more laurels Jav«*d 
personally think, should st<p down 
honi capfdiniv and conantrale more 
on his batting for which he is renown 
cd Captanicy will shorten his Larrtr 
Irue Pakistan won Iht s^iicsigimst 
Australia, but it was not b cause of 
the captaincy of Javed Miandad 

SW: 'In your opiiiSon who should 
be the captain 7 

TA : Some think that captamcY 
should come according to scnionlv 
which. I think, is wiong A pci son 
with capability apd talent should 
lake up this post I think Majiwl 
Khan is suitable foi taplaincv b 
fduse hf IS the inosi eMy'nenc( d of 
all Pakistanis and ho has plavtd un 
dor great captains. 

SW : DoiiH you think that a cap^ 
tain should be outgoing and strike 
a rapport with hts teammates which 
Majid does not seem to do 7 

TA: 1 have known Majid Bhai 

tor a very long time Ho is a ver> 
reserved person He talks only when 
spoken to and does not butt m every 
where Outside cricket his only in 
tansst IS in books He has been like 
this always and I his should not ho 
held against him He is of groat befp 
to young players He hdpod mo a lot 
Also Asii Ht got me the World 
Senes contract t am greatly mdeb 
ted to both m«?u 

SW: Do you thiidi; what you play 
ed in Falsatabad was your host 
knock 7 * 

TAt No, m> best knock was la 
Calcutta. ! was under heavy pres 


suic beiaii f I irst I was playing 
my bist Ica match agamsl India 
Stcondly, i wiv playing in front ol ^ 
\tiy lt*rgt uowd about one lakh 
ihudly a woilti ciaSvS No 3 batsman, 
who IS ^omilimcs lalled the Asian 
Bradman hid been lopl.iwd by me 
rourlblv, I Viad to scoie when 1 
wi" III such ii position Now you can 
iniagirn my m Mital state m such a 
situ ition V'ou can call it a miracle 
how I got through this match If 
anybody asks me the same guestioa 
1 will repeat that the Calcutta inn 
ings was mv most unforgettable 
knock Numerous people in Calcutta 
sympathisorl with me when 1 was 
out (for %) I yen a few Indian 
Test cnckelei were aiigrv with me 
that I did nrjt complete my centuiv 
and refused to shake hands with itie, 

SW: Dow did you like IndlaT 

TA: I had a great wish to vi«it 
India. Relations were bad after the 
1965 war But gradually the relatiopa 
improved. I had never imagined that 
we would get siuch a tremendous 
welcome J will always rt^mtmber 
this tour because of the hospitably 
and love shown to us by the people 
of India. We have not received the 
same love aud support even in our 
own c'ounttv 

8W: Whom do you admire as iht 
best wlckei-keeper in the worM 
today 7 

TA: M> ideal is imtiaz Ahmed. 
But there a diflereno' betwe'ep an 
‘ideal’ and the ‘best’ I rate Allan. 
Knott as the best wick< t k«icpef. He 


and Ban possess a very strong 
racier. He gave up his conhrmed 
position in the England side for a 
youngster, Bob Taylor. During the 
W.S.C. he helped me a great deal 
He used to give me tips and take 
me along to do exercises. 1 am 
quite sure Knott is the best He 
and Ban are nut only great wicket¬ 
keepers but also great gentlemen. 

SW: What about Marsh 7 
TA: Marsh is good at 'keeping to 
fast bowlers but not so good against 
spin bowling. But again this is a mat- 
tei of personal liking and 1 rate Allan 
Knott as the best wicket-keeper in 
the world. In my opinion, nobody can 
beat him. 

SW; How do you rate Kinnani 7 
TA: Not bad However, I cannot 
•say much about him as 1 have not 
seen much of htm^ 

SW: But you have played a whole 
eerles against him. 

TA: You cannot form an opinion 
on the basis of just five or six matohes. 
In Pakistan he did not perform well 
but in the home series he did much 
better. Even better than Ban. It 
would be highly unfair if we do not 
put him alongside wicket-keepers like 
Knott, Ban, Marsh, etc. Kirmani is 
very good keeping to spinners but 
not so good when it comes to pace, 
not as good as Kuott or Ban 
SW: How was it that: In the recent 
Indian tour, Pakistani superstars were 
falling and neweomeri like you were 
neortng niii8 7 

TA: You see. we were the 


winners of the last series. So when 
we went to India to play, we were 
under pressure. The winner is alwavs 
under pressure because he has to re¬ 
tain his position as a winner. For 
instance Zaheer Abbas had scored 
230 runs at Faisalabad. So naturally, 
he was under pressure to perform 
well in India. Frankly, when the 
Pakistani team came to India a few 
things were troubling their minds 
like' First, the umpires, secondly, the 
wickets and thirdly, the crowds. You 
see cricket is a funny game. Our top 
players had a bad patch. Even 
Bradman got a *pair’ in his last Test 
match when he needed only a few 
runs to complete his 7,000 luns. Sunil 
Gavaskar is also a great batsman. He 
also did not impress much except in 
one innings. He is my ideal batsman. 
I regard him as the best opening 
batsman in the world. I am proud 
to admit that I have learnt a lot 
watching him. He is my ideal not only 
as the best batsman in the world but 
also as a man. He has a charnuug 
personality. Though 1 am a cncketei 
of small standing he has always met 
me with great courtesy and affection 
May Allah bless him. 

SW: So you did not play under 
pressure agaiust India 7 

TA: No. because it was my first 
rpatch against India so I bad to fight 
for my position. 

SW: But now you mast he playing 
under pressure 7 

TA: Not much. I always pray to 
Allah that he should not kt roe get 


conceited, because^ as the proverb 
goes, pride hath a fall Ma.v Allah al¬ 
ways keep my head bo\\3d in humil¬ 
ity. In mv opinion a person should 
be good at heart It is inoie import¬ 
ant to be a good man than just a 
good cricketei. Chaiacter is more 
lasting than cricket. A cricketer who 
IS not also a good person is despised 
by people. A good man remember 
ed even after he is dead 

SW; Which do you think was your 
best piece of wicket keetdng to fast 
bowU^7 

TA: In the Woild Series when 1 
kept wickets to Imran and Gaith of 
South Africa. It was mv first match 
I was playing for World XI against 
Cavalier at Newcastle. I had taken 
five catches — all diving catches — 
off the fastest balls which rose verv 
high. That'was my best piece of wick- 
etdceeping Next best is the match 
in which I set a Pakistan locoid of 
10 victims in 1978, breaking Ban’s 
record of nine m 1964 Looking at mv 
performance, peopb hke Knott and 
Marsh used to comment that mjus 
tire was being done to me by not 
being given a berth m the national 
side They wondered why I was allow 
ed to rust. 

SW; How is It that you are such s 
fine fielder besides being a good 
'keeper 7 

TA: To gel into the team 1 had to 
fight a lot. When I saw in India that I 
won’t be doing any ’kts?pmg I had to 
improve my fielding I can even bowl 
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medium pace. I was a medium-pace 
bowter when I played as a profea- 
vsional in England for three years. 

SW : Why are you living in Austra¬ 
lia T 

TA : Actually 1 am not living in 
Aiistialia but J haye applied for the 
nationality. 


^ ideal is tmtiaz Ahmed But 
there is a difference between 
an idear and the best / rate 
Allan Knott as the best wicket 
keeper. During the W.S.C he 
(Knott) helped me a great deal 
He used to give me tips and 
take me along to do exercises. / 
am quite sure Knott is the best " 


SW : Your wife is an Australian ? 

TA: Yes. she is an Australian. Wc 
got married in 197V when Pakistan 
went on a tour there in 197G-77, I 
have a throe-year-old daughter. 1 
want dual nationality — both Paki.v 
tan and Australia. 

SW : Why? 

TA : You see a cricket career is 
very short. After that I'll have to look 
ter some other means ot living. In 
Australia the standard of living is 
much higher than ours. Kmoluineuts 
are also good. 1 do not want to adopt 
their culture but the money is good. 
And secondly, the china^e there is 
also goiKl and also the food which 
IS nourishing and uun\ Finallv, alter 
I tinish serving iny Tounlrv in rriekel 
1 do not want to .stay on in Pakistan. 1 
have been working lcn a bank for 
i;evert veais. Hut I don't even know 
the diflenmu* between a crossed and 
bearer cheque. No one asks us to 
sii(’k to our seats and work. We an' 
professional cricketers. We turn up 
on pay day for our salary cheques. 

SW : Is your wife with you t 
TA : No, at present she is staying 
in Australia. 

SW: Does she always live there 7 

TA: No. most of the time she lives 
with me. 

SW db tt that you want to play for 
Australia 

TA; That would be very difficult 
For that you have to qualify for first- 
class cricket and live there for 5-6 
years. Anyway, my ambition is to 
serve my country. 

SW: Have you ever regretted be¬ 
coming a cricketer? 

TA: Yes. at timeSi when the 
selectors were highly unfair to me 
and ignored me. Then 1 regretted 
becoming a cricketer. But now. the 
very same seketors and journalists, 
who once thought 1 was no goodt are 
praising me to the skies. Strange arc 
the ways of life. It might be that 1 
did not dcsorve praise at that time. 

SW: At that time did you ever 
tiUnk of teaving cricket? 

TA; No, 1 was never disappointed 
at any tldie. I never lost hope. That 
way 1 am a very determined man. 
My bi^atber* mother and friends were 


with me. 1 worked all the more hard. 
You must have beard of that proverb 
“Der aaye durust aaye’* (better late 
than never). Tbough I got a chance 
late in life, tho result wa.s sweet, even 
sweeter than honey. I am hai 
that Allalt did not let my practice 
and hard work go to waste, 

SW: What is the present conudlUoiii 
of dicket In Pakistau? 

TA: The condition of Pakistan 
cricket is very good. It is 
s full of promising talent at 
present. and since Nur Khan 
has come he has given cricket 
a new direction and a new vigour, 
though he himself was not a good 
cricketer. Now a four-month camp 
to be held with a f(?w to prepare for 
the forthcoming series against West 
Indies. Everyone is going to live 
together and train together. Basic* 
ally, this camp is for hunting talent 
They are out to unearth some fast 
bowlers. Nur Khan believes that who- 
Mjever perlorms well will remain m 
the team which I think is quite fair 
Like Zaheci Abbas was dropped in 
the third Test match. Thai way Nui 
Khan rs quite tail‘iniiuled. This gives 
tlK* new and young cricketers on 
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Javed. f peisgna/fy think, 
should step down from captain 
cy and concentfxite more on his 
batting for which he is renown 
ed. Captaincy will shorten his 
career. True. Pakistan won the 
series agamst Australia, but it 
was not because of the captain¬ 
cy ofJaved Miandad" 


couragement. Nur Khan has brought 
about a revolution in Pakistan cricket. 

SW : What aiMMit your expeviejioP 
In Packcr^s World Series Cricket ? 

TA : It was a great experience. 
Packer collected the cream of world’s 
ciickcttn'.s. 1 wa.s one of his (>4. It 
is because of Packer that the cricket- 


'To be very honest, the Pakis¬ 
tani wickets for the entnc series 
(against Australia) were not 
fast ones We should have given 
them fairer wickets because 
they had only / iHoe. whereas 
we had Imran as well as 
Sortra/ ' 


er today is respected more than 
iKd'ore. He also is belter utf tuiaticiah 
ly. He earns moie mum^v today, in 
County cricket as widl as in Test 
cricket Criekol Boai'nls in all coun¬ 
tries have increased the Test fees be- 
cduso ot Patker. Personally, il was a 
great experience playiug and living 
with the wcnid\s best enrketers for 
rtiooth.s together, J learnt a lot by 
watching tip' best fast bowlers, wick 
el-keeEK'rs and batsmen. The wav 
Packer patronised cricket nobody has 
ever done belore. 

8W : How arc the fTickcicr» treat¬ 
ed In Fakislan — by the public and 
the Preas? 

TA : Look, it is human nature that 
cveryoiVLi worships the rising .sun. 
and when it sinks nobody bother.'. 
Ttike my case. Now that I have ^Urt- 
esd scoring and pUymg well evervone 
is talking about iik*. So mutli is 
being written about me, Bui once 1 
tail in a tew nuUthe.s, f will get the 
slick, H Ls a natural human trait and 
I don’t blame '’anyone. But I find in 
India and Pakistan there are strong 
pt'isonal likes and dislikes. In in\ 
niunlry there is quiUj a lot ol d. If 
someone is liked well euuugli he will 
easily get a job nr anything but d he 
is disliked then he will be Ircalod as 
a nobody. Hut the journalists should 
not do such a thing. The,v should be 
lair. Thev should be. imbiie<l with o 
national spuit I’hev should not bo 
inflneaced by Irieadslups or mipof- 
ism or the wi'alth of a ciirketer’s 
•family. Mont alone should be the 
guid<?liue factor. Ultimately they arc 
the ones who are ridiculed when they 
start ehangirig their stand. 1 would 
appeal to you To be fair always in 
vour writing and not to support Hu* 
undeservingp 

SW: b It true that stance were 
thrown at AsiPa house on his return 
from Ifuila? 

TA: Tt is not tnu*. In fact, he got 
a very cordial welcome at l,ahore 
airport. Then* we re '?onie wIki wcr< 
in tears. Son't^ ot tturli pKued 

their Topis' M teat and 

implored him »e- v\ifhd»a\v h' e. 
sion to retire. There might , 

a few wtio ieen.d at him wiU* . i,' 
of 'oi. oi\ but ^u< h jK'OpL; un w.ot (i 
everywhere - people whrj cauT srand 
defeat. 



Cover Story 


r 




S o IN THL END II WAS A 
Chinese deluge as uiituipatcd II 
(''Inna didn’t win two ot iho nine 
titles al slake m the 51 h Asian thani 
pionships It was Ik cause no Chinese 
player fnleiexl llu s# events (the two 
junioi events) Ihe doniination was 
Ri^eater than tvci beton* Su inudi so 
that on the niornnig ot the 18tti (th 
day oi the finals) fi 000-odd spectators 
rooted tor the lew odd non C^hiot^sc 
players playing m the hopv^ that 
there would be al least a lew of them 
m the tinal But onlv one donblo'» 
pair survived till IIk" finals (Pik 
Yong Ok and Hong Cnl Son of DPK 
Koiea) ofil^ to lose easily to tin 
Chinese pair of /hang Drying an 
Liu Yang 

In Uie men's singles, all non 
Chuicist* opposition vanished in the 
quarter hnals lalhei lamely I ukin 
ol J ipan who had earlier beaten 
India s Arun Kuniai in the prt 
quartci tinals lost in straight gann s 
to Huang laang ot Cliina Huang’'^ 


variations upj^d the ihythin ol 
r ukiie’s ganu and foiced him into 
repeated eriois Huang chosi* which 
ball to attack and did so ronsistentlv 
Shi /hihao ot China made short woik 
of Jo Yong Uo of DPB Koica 

Shi Zhiliao, who ultmiatelv wont on 
to win the men’s singles plays with 
diflerenl surfaces on the two sides ot 
his racket A sliakehand player a 
Iight haiidei, he kept lisplacing io 
Yong Ho and hitting consistent loop> 
on Jo Yong Ho’s extirme ioiehaiul 
lo \ong Ho’s mov nu at w is ton 
slow and Ins diives not powriiul 
( nough foi the C.hinese Zhihao s tim 
mg was pt'rlect and his ganu diiep 
lively simple but there was no way in 
which he would concede a paint wjtli 
out making the oppon.'^nt work foi 
It whereas Tie could almost takt il «j 
will Zhihao won in three ganu s 

The lop sof*d (hio Yuehu Hiia, who 
had earliei been troubled by >ap 
Chin Boon of Singapore in the pie- 


quaiter hnals (Hiia won in sti light 
gamc^ but noi l> ton Yap f hiii Ihiori 
made his work ioi d i in uli shoit 
woik ot Lilians dthnsivi Sat uki 
Honnir 111 the quaittis I In nglu 
handed Hua a pc nlndd plav^ i loDiud 
heavy diivcs with gicat <cmsi^tcru\ 
lo dt inolish lloiiirn s cUicruts It was 
a treat lo see a h'gh jcutiiiijia ot 
Ilua’s diivis land with nicieil S'’ pie 
cision giving Ilonrnc ribsolutclv no 
chance and almost wearing him down 

I tic fourth quaitci liiul wis ^clu 
duk*<i between! Xk Snki arul ( ao 
/hi ri Itiia I Ins initeh giV 4 an nidi 
cation ol the kind ol nntdics to come 
in the next rounds with the ( hincNL 
playing each v>ttu i Both pliy au 
Jefthandcis C ao /Inn Hua hi mg a 
shake hand pliyir ind Xk ‘sake i 
pcMilioldei /li» n liu i lois a li avy 
foiehand loop and a stt ady back 
hand countei and tends to croiuh to 
waids the hackhaiid coiner liom 
wheie he plays most ol tii^ stinkcs 
TJnlilo' the Puiopcan double ft ink 



74Men\ singles q%ioTter’finaUh-^^t, Zhihao reiutntn^i a Jo The women^e dojibles ehampionst ChiaHa’s liiu 
Voog Jto tlxPR Korea) spm. The Chtneee inm (teft) imi Shtw Pvnhh . . 







players who Keep the ball in play foi 
a longer period, Zhcn Hua forces the 
pace at the earliest and moves to 
make a kill of a winning drive at the 
earliest Saikc. also believes in for< 
mg the pace and displacing his op 
ponent on the extremes and finishing i 
the ball with fast drives or kills 0 • 
the backhands he plays a forcing 
block which is why it was surprisin 
that these two players of all shoul 
start playing long rallies N^ithci 
playei served anything but the simpl 
tst services or the ones which went 
stiaight to hand, and then proceed 
ed to plav medium speed lallns 
almost like in a practice session A 
if that was not enough, the farce was 
stretched to live games 

Certainly, nobody could accept tti 1 
as competitive table tennis It seem 
ed to confirm all stories about hov\ t 
the Chinese decide* which of then 
plaveis IS to win a particular mate ‘ 
and play accordingly (table tennis I 
circles the world over feel veiy i 
strongly that m tin 196') and 1967 | 
Woild Championships. China's Li Fu 
Jung was the stronger player but 
lit rally threw away Xhi world title 
in the finals against Chuang Tse i 
Tung also of China because he had 
be( n instiucled to do so to enable 
Chuang to ittain the till he had won 
III 1%1 b< dting Li Fu lung) In niv 
estimale Cao Zhcn Hua playt d a game , 
much below his class In fact he \ 
didnt oi (V hi«. I'mie at all i 



W. 


m 




«Ufti 

thmin'w 
P«r8^ liu 
to 
nu^ 

amat ttue' 
fat « •Wrtiet 
thft tnobtfa. ! 

W £!2S5*a 

get tOfCcwS#' 
and 

'■Sow , . 

rtaaa al^t H 
«ne ev«antog 
not fiymt 








itt 





at m 

lit &o;i( ^ose 


B 4i>tur fiiisnn 




ii « 


M - 
«)1 11^ 



- 

li, «9r« dumra 

y .a«y«ni tHw Ifyridt 
it> atad «<e, 

nftkiH fi>9r tMaqvmi 


aSmit t hia, Wo 
ol tlto m 

Aactolitft ai^ 
gaw aoto* 
little w 
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attd that tWs waa 
to promota table 
' the weaker countries 
m* (at another con* 
that this was not 
sDAOie wi&ftker eouki* 
boy^at the had itot 
y«t beoB aadned auwteoUy In 
tdther oljto then it ahoUld have 
the duly ef both iheto 
ivho are mvoivod 
I thtj'WW (o ensure that 
sitolii MtoO a Xhs9e chaw* 


, IlSlS^tjS TSE CHAMPION* 
I ufiipji bn, Ut VehKatn- 

Tmm% JlSenjibcir, Ke<rala Sports 
wati busy campaijnmi^ 
fifoUecling; aupport for bi$ 
vMou 9^ to promote 

jiite tenpia, one of which Jn* 
lee i big ikiva ia give more 
to mimtion to 
oi^oiiroge them to employ more 
spdytaman 
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All these suspicions pf the matches 
between the Chinese being pre deter 
mined ».^med to come true in the 
semi finals when the top seed and 
World No 2 Gua Yuehua played like 
an absolute beginner against Xr 
Saike Hua moved like one drugged 
and missed many easy kills which, it 
Is lusl not possible for a player of his 
class Of course Saike played beauti 
fully and killed any lose ball but the 
whole point is that a player of Hua’s 
class is not expected to give too 
many loose balls to a player he plays 
against so r$*gularlv Hua lost m 
straight games 

As if this were not enough, one 
had to witness the sorrv spectacle of 
Huang Liang, secoful seeded in the 
men's singles, refusing to try to make 
a fight of bis match against Shi 


7hihao Both players plav with com 
bmation rackets but Huang is basn.* 
ally a defensive play i who combines 
a powerful attack with his defence 
Huang threw mmv of his strsices 
into the net conceded many service 
points and missed some easy returns 
The basic point .igain w it, th< same 
— he w«is rust not trying < iiough 
For a plaver who rust wouldn’t allow 
any plavoi in the world to dominate 
him like that it becomes ddbcult to 
understand this kind of an ludiffcr 
ence as it is lomplttely untypual of 
the man 

The final, howcv^.i gave the im 
prossion of bting competitive Xic 
Saike solved into Zhih lo’s bodvhne 
and planned to hit on the bounce any 
weak return but /hihuo was not 
caught on this often as he changed 
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tho pace of liis block returns and 
forced Saike to push a ball he had 
originally planned to kill On this 
push, he would then loop heavily 
and steadily making Saike make mis¬ 
takes in blocking these He had the 
added advantage of Aicking the ball 
to Saike's extreme forehand with 
his backhand Saike struggled in the 
second game to come to terms with 
the variation in Zhihao's game due 
to his combination racket and attack 
ed consistently placing the ball with 
such pace that Zhihao could onjy re¬ 
turn and not introduce variation 
Saike won the second game and was 
up in the third before Zbihao reeled 
On a bairage of winners to win the 
third and the fourth games Both 
players showed great concentration in 
thc^ final but ultimately it was the 
variation in Zhihao's game coupled 
With his capacity to hit ferocious 
drives without losing his balance (he 
loops the ball viaously getting the 
power from his forearm and bodvk 


movement yet without throwing his 
weight too much forward like the 
Japanese Instead, his weight se>ms 
to move upwards) which gave him 
the upper hand 


T*HE WOMEN’S SINGLES FINAL 
* saw 0i Baoziaog, the reigning 
Chinese National champion pitted 
against young Liu Yang Baoztang is 
a right-handed penholder who plays 
almost like the former Chinese cham¬ 
pion Chang Li (who, one learns, has 
got married to Li Chen Shi. also one 
of China’s recent greats) — a game 
close to the table with a block from 
the backhand side Coupled With a top- 
spin from the forehand Lm Yang, 
however, is a left-hancbd shakehand ^ 
player who plays with pimpled rub- * 
ber on her backhand and inverted p 
sandwich on her forehand (she S 
switches Sides occasionally). Liu I 
Yang*s backhand is her forcing > 
stroke and goes crosscourt with great & 


Pak Yonq Suh^elf service 

speed Sb^ follows this up with a 
forehand kill on the bounce which is 
also normally crosspouil Her back 
hand flick is played so early that it 
normally gets her an easy ball to 
finish Her reflexes match those of 
Xie Saike and keep her a step ahead 
of most opponents Not of course 
ahead of Baoztang who used h^i 
height to maximum advantage and 
antiapated most of Lm Yang's shots 
and forced hci to play longer rallies 
by not conceding Ihf point on h* r 
first few kills Lui Yang is obviously 

Pak Yonq Atudy m action 








not too conuFortable in bavina to kil 
again and again to jget a point and 
was forced into making mistakes. 
Bao 2 iang won In four games having 
conceded the ^^cond game. 

Tong Ling of China is not as lazy 
a player as she looks. She has an 
iniinaculately controlled defence ami 
she switches from looking sleepy to 
an agile well balanced defensive 

player with full arm and body action 
and back again to looking sleepy. In 
fact, at the end of one point one 
wonders how she could be so active. 
She bad to struggle to get into 
semi-final. Playing under the Ex¬ 
pedite Rule she fought back from a 
0-2 deficit to win 3-2 against Rie Wada 
of Japan in the quarter final. In the 
semis she played an attacking player 
— Baoziang but found herselt play- 
hig under the Expedite Rules once 
again — only this time against an 
attacking player and not because the 
game had exceeded the lime limit 
because both players were just push¬ 
ing but because Baoziang couldn’t 
pass Tong i.ing with her drive.s and 




Tong Ling would not give u loose ball 
which could bci punished, itowever, 
once the Expedite Rule was iniposed 
it became difficult for Tong Ling to 
attack as Baoziang kept rolling the 
ball heavily spun on her backhand 
not permitting her to move up. Bao- 
/iang won in four games. 

The otlier semi-linal saw a struggle 
betwtvjii Lin Yang and Hui So Hung 
of Hong Kong (the Commonwealth 
women's champion). Hui So Hung, a 
right-handt'id penholder* fought game¬ 
ly but found I.in Yang always oikj 
step ahead of her. Liu Yong timed 
the ball perfectly and kept Hui So 
Hung under con'^tanl pres.sure, Hui 
So Hung had -'.iarlier upset Pek Yong 
Ok of DPR Korea in her qualifying 
match and Thang Deying in the quar¬ 
ter finals, 

Liu Yong’s match against Pak 
Yong Sun of DPR Korea, former 
twice world champion in the pre-^ 
quarter final attractod a lot of atten¬ 
tion as pak, one game and 20-19 viP 
seemed to be in full control. But it 
was at this stage that Lin Yong 
showed her class and produced sonva 
of her best strokes and pul pressure 
on Pak whose movement was always 
slightly slow, always a b>t lato to 
play an effective stroke, then allow¬ 
ing Lin Yong all the control. l.m 
Yong won 3-1. 

Though in the end the Chinese di 
have three of four finalists they di(- 
look slightly more vulnerable than 
their men dkL The Korean and 
Japanese women were not far behind 
but lacked the speed and wero not 
tuned to that level of. perfection that 
the Chinese were. And in the end it 
was this margin that made all the 
difference. 

Fukimo Okamoto of Japan won tin* 
girls’ singles and Mika Hushino also 
of Japan was runner-up. 







ShiZhihao: 

I want to 
become world 
champ 

The Asian men's champion 
tells SUBHASH SARCAR that 
China will have to prove in 
Yugoslavia that it is the best 
in the world "Our aim is to 
beat the top European players 
to bring honour to our mother¬ 
land and to the Third World 
nations 

SPORTSWORLD: How do yoa f«el 
after boeoaUnc the Asten chanphMit 

SHI ZUIHAO: I am very happy, as 
this Is mv first real big triumph. And 
1 am all the more happy for bring 
ing honour to my motherland. It is 
also an honour JEor our Third World 
ruuntries Sometimes I have bearhn 
some good players in my country, 
but not very often 

8W: What are the main requisites 
for a chamidottT Stamina, speed, couk 
trol, concentratloii—la what order of 
bnportaace would yon place these? 

Zhihao: Very hard work and dedi¬ 
cation is the basis There’s a lot more, 
that IS if you aim to become a cham¬ 
pion. In fact, each quality is of su¬ 
preme importance (Smiles). 

8W: How mangr hovrs of practice 
dojroa>pat biT 

Zhihao: Well, I put in nearly six 
houis of gruelling practice everyday 
Practice hours can, of course, differ 
from player to player 

8W: Are yon a student? B so, 
what do you study? 

Zhihao: Yes, I am a student. 1 
am doing mv Masters in the Army 

SW: Has anyone else played TT 
la the family? 

Zhihao: No I am the only one, but 
others in the family like to play the 
game. 

SW: Which hart of Chtaa do yw 
come from? 

Zhihao: Shanghai. 

SW: When did you take up TFT 

Zhihao: It’s been over a decade 
since I first took a T.T. bat In my 
hand 

SW: How did you get intere st ed 
In this partiealar game? 

Zhfluo: The Ume I took up TT. it 
was a most sought after sport. I took 
it iH> because it Is good for building 
health. And then, there’s scope for 
rlsmg. 


SW: Hava you played any oH^r 

Zhilifto: No. But the womeo^s 

champion, Qi Baoziani^ is very inie* 
rested in football And she plays it 
too, 

SW: How long do you expect cu 
continue wHh toj^level TT7 

Zhihao: (Lookiiif( thoughtful) Tm 
2} years old and 1 mtead to continue. 
But you mu&t remember that there 
are so many good players There’s 
always a continuous flow of talent. 
It^s difficult to say. It ull depends on 
what torm you are in. Of course, I'd 
like to continue as long as T remain 
a diaropion. 

8W: What will yw do after you 
retire firofu playing TT? 

Zhihao: It's again difficult to say. 
I could become anything, maybe a 
teacher, coach or a staff member of 
an office. Here Baoziang is studying 
in the Physical Culture and Sports 
College. She could become a teacher 
or a coach. It all depends on what 
you are interested m 

SW: What Is yonr ambitiim In 
Ilfct 

Zhihao: Obviously to become tbe 
world champion That's what I'm 
looking forward to in next year's 
56th Worlds in Yugoslavia, To bring 
honour to my motherland and for 
the people of the Thud World nations 
To beat the top European players. 

SW: How far do you thinh the 
surface rubber of the hat Influent 
ces a garnet 

Zhihao: In this logard I must say 
that the most important thing is to 
Judge your opponent, what he plays 
and then learn it You must antici¬ 
pate what your opponent is up to and 
then plav accordingly 




SW: Have you aeon the I n dfa nw 

There are two good play* 
ers in Manmeet ^mgh and young 
Sujay Ghorpade. These two perhaps 
are the best potentials I've seen 
They will play tar better provided 
they are given facilities for good 
coaching and competitions with supe¬ 
rior players to gam more experience 

SW: How do you find the Indian 
ftandard~iQ relation to the world’s 
best? 

Zhihao: They are good But frankly 
speaking, they fail in thj middle or 
der in the world, but among the tops 
In Asia. That you can judge for your 
self in the A^^ian Championships 

SW: Today/ China ts the beat in 
IT. Do you feel that, in worid rank* 
tngs, after China, Japan and DPR 
Korea are better than the reat of the 
WorMT 

Zhihao: 1 won't give you a definite 
answer whether ray counliy is the 
best In fact, we'll give you the ans¬ 
wer in the World Championship*^ So 
let’s wait and see. Don't ever under¬ 
estimate Sweden. Yogoslavia and 
Hungary. These three naitions ar^ 
very good. Do yon remember that 
Hungary beat China S-1, Sji in the 
last Worlds after twenty years of 
hard work. So you can well imagine 
Regarding women's this part of the 
world dominates, China, DPR Korea 
and Japan (in that order). This Asian 
Championships was, in fact^ a test for 
the women, with all the best players 
in the world. 

SW: Why Is Chitia heal in the 
wortdf 

Zhihao: We can’t say that we are 
the best I am telling you again that 
the answer to this will be proved in 
the arena. 

8W: Row do yo« fool wkos you 
ore doww M-89? Ho you coaecatinito 
on keeping the boR on tho toUe or 
4o yoa eoattoao atteddne? 

ZhffiOe: In d situation Tike this the 
Coadi gives us much inspiration. Ho 
win always say to keep culm and 
centrate and play * normal game, of 
course, many pldyers da |mt nerypus, 
hut it’s not Uko that with ua 












The boys singles final —Sitjay versus Law Kam Tunq of Hong Kong 


INDIA S PBRPOftMANCB 

OnlySujay 
and Niyoti 

I T WAS LEFT TQ A JTJTNIOR 
player, Sujay Ghorpade of 
Maharashtra, to salvage India’s re¬ 
putation m the open events of the 
championships. A young 15-year- 
d\d schoolboy from Pune, Sujay 
played dream table tennis in the 
semi-final of the Junior Singles 
beating Kenichi Ikeda of Japan in 
straight games at the cost of 18, 17 
and 7 points. Sujay used his back¬ 
hand jab to full effect pinning hU 
opponent on the extreme bacl&and 
and then driving him away and 
into his forehand corner. In the 
final, however, he came up against 
a more mature player—^Law Kam 
Tung of Hong Kong. A visibly ner¬ 
vous Ghorpade couldn’t do any¬ 
thing right and found hunself forc¬ 
ed into making mistakes on his 
backhand in spite of having the 
more consistent backhand of the 
two. 

None of the other players made 
any headway in their matches. 
Rajat Kathuria, Kamlesh Mehta, 
Manjit Dua and Ramesh Babu lost 
in the qualifying round as did 
Manmeel Singh except that he lost 
to a much better opponent—Hideo 
Goto of Japan. V Chandrashokhar 
and Arun Kumar qualified for the 
mam draw but both ran into good 
players. Chandrashekhar met Shi 
21hihao of China, the ultimate win¬ 
ner. and was unable to get any¬ 
thing past tlie Chinese, Zhihao 
blocked wcl] with his combination 
racket and finished any loose re¬ 
turn. Chandra was constantly at 
sea. finding his effective strokes 
being turned against him by 21hi- 
hao. Arun Kumar faced Shigeru 
Fukue of Japan, not one of the top 
braoket players but a consistent 
one nevertheless. N i doubt play¬ 
ing against team-mates Goto ana 


Honme had i repared Fukue well 
for Arun Kumar’s defence. Fukue 
rolled the ball consistently on 
both flanks and hit Arun’s returns 
which were not too well placed 
and fell right where Fukue was 
prepared for them. Arun lost in 
straight games. 

In the women’s event Kashmira 
Patel and Nandmi Kulkarni quali¬ 
fied for the knock-out stage but 
couldn’t put up much resistance 
against Qi Baoziang of China and 
Yoshiko Shimauchi of Japan res¬ 
pectively. Indu Pun had drawn a 
tough group With Tong Ling of 
China and Lai Sau Lam of Hong 
Kong. An out-of-form Indu 
couldn’t do anything right and lost 
both her matches. MonaJjsa 
Barua also failed to qualify, her 
game hampered by a hip injury. 
Snigdha Mehta got past some 
weak opposition in the qualifying 
round but came a cropper against 
lop-seeded Kmiko Kanda of Japan. 
Kalavalhi Seetharam who was 
drawn in a very strong group of 
Zliang Deying of China and Mana 
Shigetake of Japan, also di,d not 
qualify. 

In the girls’ singles Niyoti Roy 


qualified for a bronze medal when 
she beat Ellayana of Indonesia in 
five close games in the quarter¬ 
final Niyoti allowed the match to 
become close in spite of the fact 
that at one stage she was well 
ahead m the final game*. In the 
semi-final, however, she made a lot 
of mistakes, not moving systema¬ 
tically. not playing any well- 
planned game and lost to Mika 
Hoshino of Japan, who was ulti¬ 
mately the runners-up. 

Except for one pair in the wo¬ 
men’s doubles the Indian challenge 
ended rather early in the doubles 
events too. Nandini Kulkarni and 
Indu Pun reached the quarter¬ 
final and were one game up 
against Shigetake and Rie Wada of 
Japan when for no accountable 
reason they made elementary mis¬ 
takes and conceded the next three 
rather tamely. 

If one got any satisfaction from 
the Indian performance, it was 
. from Sujay Ghorpade’s match 
against Kenichi Ikeda of Japan. 
Svgay played like one possessed 
without any tension, and counter- 
spun the most powerful of his left- 
handed opponent’s shots. Sujay 
used his jab effectively from away 
I from the table placing the ball ex- 
^ actly where he wanted it. Here 
? was a player who made orte feel 
confident that he could command 
the table whenever necessary. But 
it was a strange player who play¬ 
ed the finals. Sujay stood on the 
table, completely at a loss as to 
what to do, and kept looking for 
advice after every point. This is 
not to detract from Law Kam 
Tung’s (Hong Kong) game. He 
played a controlled, well planned 
game, serving the ball exactly 
where he wanted to and forcing 
Sujay away from the spot where 
he was most comfortable. 

But Sujay played the wrong 
game Instead of playing long 



Nikhil Bhattdchafva 






Ntyott Roy won a bronze, but could 
haifp done better 


services and pinning Tung with his 
backhand jab, Sujay chose to score 
short and covei and spin Unfor- 
tunati 1> he served very weak 
'^(.ivicob and allowed liaw Kam 
lunr^ to take the advantage rathei 
vh ir the othei wa> round How- 
^he one consolation that 
^uj i> could have was that he lost 
to the best player amongst the 
juniors—a mature, shakehand grip, 
left-handed player wi h a well 
d '.uphned ipnroach to the game 
I dw Karr Tung bad tarhtr heaton 
Parthic V>as n ■>"raight games in 
tlu fju ii tci-dnah 

E ven toofgu one w.\s not 

expect wonlii^ fi )m the 

Indian pUycTj, ,r the open events, 
it was jtili disheartening to see 
that most players turned in a fair- 
Iv lifetes^i half-heaned perform¬ 
ance One IS for( cd to say this be- 
cause of the hope the >,ame players 
gave rise to aftei their play in the 
team e\ents a few days earlier 

One reason could have been the 
lack of motuation While there 
Wfib a position to be improved upon 
in the team events (Men) and 
while the team as a whole was 
geared towards improving this 
position the possibility of which 
was fairly real even granting the 
top few teams, there was no such 
goal in sight in the open events 

But worse was that the players 
seemed detached from the open 
events and played table tenms far 
below their actual game The only 
'eal exception wa.s Manmieet 
Singh who, drawn in a tough 
group, used his resources optimal¬ 
ly He continued tq explore what¬ 
ever possibilities were open to 
him and fought as if he could win 
The others seemed to have given 
In The point I am trying to make 
IS that no experience can be gam¬ 
ed if a player resijgns himself to 
losing a match against a superior 


Ghorpade's 

defects 

rmm LAHKT, BABY-PACED 
* Sujay Obbrpide of Maha¬ 
rashtra started making hia mark 
in the juniots event tuvo years 
ago and very shortly afterguards 


nitely defective, but a game th&t 
has stood him in good stead J 
against players who are not 
very consistent and don't move 
too much. And as his jab is a 
forcing stroke it drives hia op¬ 
ponent back and creates open¬ 
ings for Sujay. Sujay won the 
National Boys title beating Rajat 
Kathuna in fve welt contested 
games recently. 



itujQy makes a backh0td return 


won the Boys singles title at the 
Western India TT champion¬ 
ships Essentially a backhand 
Player who jabs the ball with a 
distinct forward arm action and 
freely turning wrist, Sujay 
combines with this a fairly 
widely swinging forehand drive 
which gets its momentum from 
the elbow and shoulder. Deft- 


Sujay Ghorpade needs to 
strengthen his arms and correct 
and economise his forehand 
drive action and put more spin 
in It and also to strengthen his 
legs so that he can have a fir¬ 
mer stance. 


PANMJ eUTAUIA 


opponent ^nd doesn't make any at¬ 
tempt to explore chinks in the 
opponent’s armour. 

If one were steadily to beat in¬ 
ferior players and lose to supenoi 
players without a fight one could 
at best stagnate Sometime one 
has to get over the ‘awe* one feels 
for better players The only other 
players who did make such an 
effort was Nandini Kulkami. Un¬ 
fortunately she did not have the 
resources to match her guts 

What 15 missing amongst Indian 
players is the capacity to absorb 
the opponent's game and find the 
best way to tackhpig it What 
happens instead i,s that against a 
superior opponent or one with a 
difficult approach to the game, if 
once our players get stuck they 


don’t have the capacity to think 
and adjust to the situation Hence, 
the resignation Surely these are 
not the makings of a champion 
One can hardly imagine Prakash 
Padukone not lighting against top 
international players even at a 
time when he was not recognised 
or established as a top-class 
player 

The basic step out of mediocrity 
IS a mental one and till our play¬ 
ers are prepared to make that 
kind of a leap wc will be stuck 
With the sight of players mindless¬ 
ly frittering away points because 
they couldnH be bothered to think 
at a tune when they are under 
pressure 


PANKAJ BUTALIA 
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F Oft SOME, THE REcENTLV- 
concluded A«»an T,T»ch««i- 
pionships was a '•brotherly'’-" 
•’sisterly'' affair. Take Shabbar 
and Shabby Husam of Sn 
I-anka, the 18-year-old twins as 
an example B^actly alike in 
almost all physical aspectSi they 
provide immense problems not 
only to the lay-^eye but also to 
their coach ana colleagues. They 
related sn incident that once 
look place in a cricket match 
back home when Shabbir, who 
went to bat at number six; was 
not allowed by the umpire to do 
so claiming that Shabbir had 
already baited The truth, as 
Shabbar told me, was that it 
was he who had gone in to open 
the battini; and had been out 
early and thus the umpire not 
knowing that both looked simi¬ 
lar had resorted to objection. In 
school too, Shabbar was ap¬ 
prehended many times for the 
home work that Shabbir had 
failed to do. The only simple 
difference between the two was 
that Shabbir played wj,th the 
right hand^ while Shabbar was a 
left-hander. V/hich is no real 
difference once they are not 
playing table tennis. 

THE P.\jaSTANl TEAM 
was family-dominated. It con¬ 
sisted of two pairs of brothers, 
Sohail and Javed Hay at, and. 
Aril and Mehboob Khan. Mean- 
whije, the women’s section con¬ 
sisted of a trio of pretty sal war- 
clad sisiers—Hubina, S^ma and 
Nazo Shakoor. Incidentally, 
their mother and two elder sis¬ 
ters also represented their coun- 
try at one time or the other. 
who says that only cricket runs 
in the family blood ? 

THE ONLY WOMEN VMPIBE 
of the Asian Championships 
happened to be the chatmtng 
Miss Fung Pui, lang of Hong 
Kong. She was sent oy the Table 
Tennis Federation of her C 01411 - 
try on the invitation of the or¬ 
ganisers and she reckoned that 
she must have been the ftrst 
person of the oppoi^te sest to 
umpire at the Asian leveK When 
asked whether felt awkwaro 


Another view 


this oa«: Sliaberazadie at Moo-' 
sawi, the woman player from 
Bahrain elauna to a prmeeaa 
and word bad spread a;imnnd 
that she bad patd the airfare of 
all the playefs and oflteidts Irom 
her own pocket. Unfortunate^, 
her game was not as good as her 
generosity and she often gave 
the impression that she was lust 
a hegvmer 

THE OIUSANISERS DID A 
good job of the business m hand, 
especially as far as security was 
concerned but it could not pre¬ 
vent a few unfortunate incidents 
from taking place One of the 
Australian women players lost a 
sum of Rs 300 from ins de the 
stadium. She said that she had 
left her kit-bag on the seats 
where the players usually si,t 
with the money inside but dis¬ 
covered her loss only at the 
hotel. One of the Pakistani pla¬ 
yers was relcivcd of a sura of 
about Rs 150 , the Bahrainians 
were robbed of a camera from 
the stadium while the Thais were 
cheated of a sum of $80. 

AS THE ASIAN DREW TO A 
close there was hectic yet con¬ 
cealed activity among the dis¬ 
tent countries in trying to sell 
oft their personal items. Nylon 
socks sold off at Rs 20, shorts for 
Rs 50, butterfly shoes lor Rs 120, 
cameras up to Rs 2000, track suits 
up to Rs SOO, watches for Rs. 300 
and .Yasaka Mark V rubber 
sheets fetched’ Rs 160. Surpri¬ 
singly, there were a number of 
buyers fur a stinky used towel a 
idayer was selling and it 'Was 
Doui^t hy .one person for Rs 951 
Many of the players had alrOgdy ' 
sold ^ their Kit even before the 
lest day of the tournament. 

RAJ KAROOS, THOUdE 
Bombay, was a ho* favowft* 
among: some of the visitors. 
yens of Iran were heeit fane t.« ’ 
SK and hig **Sanom» ^trm' 
onen. heard singing toudiy ^ 


^ '3«ac*ise’’ df R ta 

bored ter havMi mtzed 
women's match between XiRR 

open., . " rr, ' * 

a^t ^ 
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FOR 0lJ>^I|Hptl3 THBRk 
was in atore a phpaaht 
nt Calcutta ill 
the Austraitett peaiw Iwm 
RM acioi cmsdac te thii 
after a laj^ga yaarA #• ‘ 

year.«Id MfS, Rondh 
that she bad gone uiter tn 
traha in IMO in aetrdt hf 
“greener paatutes" as far ii^ 
sports was coneemed, Wlflt her 
husband Sric, one time weight- 
lifter, who reproMkited inota at 
the World Championjatips in 
1057 in Tehran, looking re¬ 
markably flt for her age, Prises 
said that she bad witpeseed a 
“world of a difference” between 
the Indian standard as die saw 
it in 1975 and now Manmeet 
Singh, sLe maintained, had the 
makings of a world champion 
m him, but success would 
come slowly. She was rather 
evasive when asked whom she 
favoured in the men’s TndUi- 
Australia match but she did ad¬ 
mit that she was happy that 
India had won. She was also 
pleased with the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium and was full of praise 
for the organisers but was rather 
unhappy over the “pathetic toi¬ 
lets”, ladies rooms and restau¬ 
rants (which she said were too 
small to relax in). The orga¬ 
nisers who did such a wonder¬ 
ful job this time shall, we hope, 
leave no stone unturned to im¬ 
prove on them. Meanwhile, to 
kindhearted Mrs. Pri^a Rosario, 
who has had an enjoyable and 
nostalgic trip, here has an invi¬ 
tation to tuee another stroll 
down memory lane and be with 
us soon again. 


FOR PRODUCING THE MOST 
intricate tongue twisters Thai., 
land takas the cake. Qna of 
their playete’ nategs was Chw- 
sak Atttchar^teogaMk UfnK 


others were 
There was C 
<lfig). Sote^ 

sr** 
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Skill, training, 
experience the 
basics 

The Chinese team manager 
SHEN J 1C HANG, with two 
players. Huang Liang and Tong ’ 
Lmg in attendance, tells 
SPORTSWORLD that their 
approach is to encourage 
youngsters and provide com¬ 
petitions for them to gather 
experience That is why a 
young team came to India 

SPORTSWORLD : How is the team 
selected for each tournament and 
Hhat do these players do? * 

ShEN .flCUANG The bovs and 
gills m the Chinese team arc either 
students of schools and colleges oi 
workers and teach'^rs ihev plav 
tabu tennis in schools and factories 
I hey have local level and piovinnal 
touinaments rbeii we choose the 
btst ones to play in th'^ Nitional 
( hainpionslijps And finally aftei 
several competilions •-creen thi 

best players to form the atioiial 
s^iuad 

SW : Do you always "try to biend 
some experirnced players with some 
mwcomerb in each team that you 
select ? 

SJ. Md>be the sv^tem l^ not the 
SI me as vours Hut we have amateur 
vpoits schools foi students Juniors 
in th€ primaiy and middle schools 
aie giv'^n liaimng in amateui 
sports schools That i<: alter school 
W ‘ run all kinds of competitions for 
these youngsters and then select the 
best ones to compete with the 
national team or the provincial team 
so that the juniors can gam maxi 
mum experience 

SW : Is there a different approach 
to each ? 

SJ: The boys and girls standard 
IS not the same But the coaches ar 
range some concrete plans for them to 
follow The approach is the same 

SW : Is the shake>hand grip obso¬ 
lete ? By the way, Ig pen^hold grip 
the last word in TT technique as far 
as grips are concerned ? If not is any 
new style evolving ? 

SJ: In this regard, it is very difli 
cult to give you a dehnite answer 
Who says the shake-hand is obsolete^ 
We have a couple of players playing 
with this grip But I think that both 
the grips are good It actually depen¬ 
ds on different kinds of players If 
the player likes either of the two it*s 
perfectly all right. There is no compul 
Sion or any difference. If the player 
likes the p^n-hold/shake-hand in 
his style or piay it*s okay. As far as 


I know, these two grips have always ] 
b&sn most popular. 

SW : What is the difference bet¬ 
ween your style and that of the ad¬ 
vanced TT-playing countries, that Is 
Sweden, Yogoslavia and Hungary ? 
Do^you think that Chna’s approach 
to the game is the best? ir no> how 
do you propose to incorporate otlim^ 
good points in s^ur game? 

SJ : As you know table tennis is 
developing fast very fast All the 
national teams, I mean tlie leading 
countries leave no stones unturned in 
catching up to the best standard in 
the game and always try to field the 
best possible side These countries al¬ 
ways follow up and study then oppo 
nents minutely To give you an exam 
pie, our Chinese national team was 
beaten by Hunsar\ in the 55th Worlds 
So you can understand that tabk' 
tennis is rapidly moving ahead 

Our approach is to encourage 
voungesters, to provide more chances 
foi them to gain experience That is 
why we have brought young players 
to India to take part in the Asian 
Championships 

SW : You have lOHS “Natioiiar 
I TT csoaches In your country ? What 
I exactly are their functions? 

SJ: (laughs) We divid'* them, 
some for the boys and some for the 
j girls m amateui sports schools 

SW : TT commands the Ikm^s 
I share of public attention and official 
patronage in your country. Docs this 
not aff^ the development of other 
games ? 

SJ : The purpose of sports in our 
country is to build the health of the 
people Fach countiy dep-^nds on 
different tvp<'s of games In Chrna. 
we entourage table tennis and other 
disciplines like volleyball, basketball 
weightlifting football, badminton 
swimming and running We emphasi 
se on dll sports But the standard of 
Tf, badminton, volleyball and low 
category weightlifting are better 
than other games We are definitely 
laying stress on the lesser-achieved 
disciplines The standard of swimin 
mg IS not very good 1 fear it cannot 
be compared to the European nations 
ind Australia, but we are working on 
it as most of us love swimming But 
I must say China is very good in div 
tog if the Bangkok Asian Games 
piovides any evidence Though wr* 
are paying attention to the games we 
aie weak in it is unlikely that 
will succeed m all because there are 
some disapbnes which are good for 
the Asians and some for the Furope- 
an nations But we are working sen 
ously, standard wise At the moment 
we are laying stress on football 



SW : Wluit dp you think about the 
recent pr o g re w made by DPR Korea 
in the game ? And about Japan's 
standing ? 

SJ : The standard ol DPR Korea 
and Japan are very high m both 
Asia and tlve world Undoubtedh tht 
Korean (DPR) worneaS team i*- the 
best ‘n the world and lhe^ made tre 
mendous piogreSvS in reaml year« 
Maybe they were not m good form in 
the Asian competition You cannot 
say that one team is than the 

other or the standard of a team is 
thv bcbl or ovci all others All of us 
are very close now If they are in 
good foim they win if not -well, you 
know 

SW ; Do you suggest any change 
in the laws of the game as th y stand 
today? If so, in what re^p ct? 

SJ . No, no They iie psrUctlv all 
light 

SW : What do you think of India's 
performance ? 

SJ ' India IS ahead Pld> 

ers like Manraiot S.ngh and Sujav 
Ghorpade are potential i.*ars They 
need to have raort expciKDce throu 
gh competitions against good players 
ol other countries ^lld they should 
be pnivided witli mo > puc'tjcr likt 
getting acquainted horoughlv with 
the basic skills A i, lod coach a 
must and the pres w loach Pak V 
Gil. IS good 


SW : Say something about the 
rubber and racket we lack ? 

SJ : Its an impoKant thing but 
k**t me tell you thji the riibbt r is no 
problem It is up ' j Uie playei to de 
cide about whai i < ‘ k^ s most I don't 
think the iul)i>< i ni itlers much To 
a good player, the rubber is actually 
no hindraocx^ Wh it is most nec^essary 
is skill, experience and piaclice But 
I must say India has improved a lot 
compared to the 53rd Woild Cham 
pionships India's perloimance against 
DPRK was very encouraging and 
It IS the right time that these poten 
tidls will be given the ught type of 
facilities for training The coach must 
point out the player's weak points 
and the good points and plan accor 
dingly Three fundamenlal essentials 
for a good player all over the world 
are coaching practice and composi 
tion 

SW : The organisation of the 
championship ? 

SJ : The Chinrsc teim is thankful 
to the TFFI and the BI JA foi being 
able to organise the ch impumship 
smoothly In tact the BTTA has 
done a wonderful fob in such a 
short tunc It is not very easy to or 
ganisc a champion .hip of this sue in 
a short time 

SW ; How was the playing surface 
of the tables in Calcutta 7 

SJ: (The senior most plavi r 
Huang Liangs opinion was sough!) 
First the Nitakkii tabb nudt hiu* 
ic not very good The quality of the 
wood is also not that good It has a 
poor bounce and this had affect d 
our game 




Xte Satke—ftUure champion ^ 



Quo Yehua in action 



Huang Liang 



Men's champ — China's^ Shi Zhihao 



Sht ihihao With the singles trophy. Others are Guo 
Yehua (centre) and Huang Liang 








Hews letter from ingland 


Arsenol twice 
losers 

A KSENAr. LOST IHEm SECOND 
Cup Hnal in five days wheu Uiev 
weat down to Valencia of Spain in 
the Cup Winners Cup lioal 54 on 
penalties. A i^oalless situation even 
after half an hour’s extra time led 
to a tic-breaker and sadden death. 
Graham Ilix, who had Kiven an out¬ 
standing account of hinisett. ironi¬ 
cally missed the kick that would 
have k-tipl his side level. Pegging 
earlier Mario Kempes and Liam 
Hradv had met a similar fate whidi 
made it iomwill at tlie <>n(l of Uu^ tie- 
biXMktM . 

AigeiilMk* h tVsai Menofti has 


warned that if Maradona signs for 
any club abroad he will not be In¬ 
cluded in the 1982 World Cup squad. 

England drub 'world 
champs' 

I T IS NOT EVblRY DAY THAT ONE 
gets a chajnee to savour the 
WorldXup champions or catch a glim¬ 
pse of a genius like Diego Maradona. 
And so it was with some exultation 
that 1 made this journey to Wembley. 
1 was disappointed on the first count, 
but came back convinced that there 
is indeed a Pcle-like quality in the 
19-year-old Argentine. Admittedly it 
was no more than a friendly interna 
tional. In fact, as England’s manager 
Ron Greenwood announced on the 


eve of the game it Would be “a irtilV 
form to show what football is aU 
out*’. Sharing the sentiment, Argep^* 
tina’s helmsman Cesar Luis Menotli 
revealed thait people in his oouainr 
were ‘more worried about quality 
than the result*. And sure enough 
they kept their word. 


The last three encounters between 
England and Argentina had given 
rise to ugly incidents. During the 14 
draw in Buenos Aires» three year$ 
ago, Bertoiii was sent off for hitting, 
Cherry, who had to be sidelined a» 
well to preserve the peace. The 2^2 
result at Wembley in 1974 was tbo 
scene of a confrontation between 
Glaria and Hugh?s. In the midst of 
the World Cup, in 1966, Ratlin was 
given marching orders leading to the. 
then England managoi Alf Ramatey 


!)aLM (rLearif (left) an4 Pabh lUfdrianes of Valencia durinq the Eunypem Cup Winners Cup. Arsenal last m 




Vateru^ players carrete (second left) and TendiUo holding the cup after winning the final of the Cup Winners 
Cup, At eactrame right is Arias 


describing the Argentinians as ^aoil* 
mals’. But this time both camps had 
vowed to avoid this atid succeeded in 
their endeavour. 

Immeasurably, of course, from an 
aesthetic angle the absence of Mario 
Kampes and Osvaldo Ardiles in the 
line-up rendered the picture slightly 
Incomplete, but Passarclla still loom¬ 
ed large in the middle. Wingbacks 
Olguin and Tarantini had not been 
omitted nor had that energetic tack¬ 
ier Gallego, and the marksman Luque 
lost their places. And to compensate 
for everything there was Maradona 
wearing the number ten jersey, South 
American footballer of tftc year, the 
youngster had been given the buildup 
otherwise reserved for Pole, Di Stc- 
fano and Cruyff. As the evening wore 
on he was to emphasize that it was 
not undeserved. 

The outcome of the match, though 
was a three one victory for England, 
it was an impressive display of hold¬ 
ing out against superior skill and of 
grabbing more chances than their 
Opponents. The Argentinians lacked 
acumen in the air and in the first ten 
minutes Watson twice floated the 
ball in accurately, only to see the 
headers go abegging. The pressure 
relieved, Maradona stormed into 
attack juggling with the ball as if 
glued to hk boot running circles 
round a host of defenders. 

, '{le kept the Englishmen in a state 
Of betviideruient for 25 minutes, the 
only^way to stop him was to commit 
an infringement which the hosts did 
time end again. 


But, nonethcle.s.s, he broke loose on 
a couple of occasions, once kicking 
wide of Cleraencni’s outstretched right 
hand and the far post and on the 
other having done the spadework a 
witness to Valencia's shot which had 
beaten the goalkeeper, being marvel¬ 
lously intercepted by Sansom, who 
did the trick again in the closing 
moments against Diaz. 

There followed a repre and John¬ 
son put England two up in that period 
three minutes before half time. Copp¬ 
ell screwed in a beuatiful centre from 
the right and just a nod did the rest. 
Six minutes after the breather, Kenn¬ 
edy sent in a cross from the other 
dank which Filloo failed to grip and 
thereby lost the aerial tussle. 

England’s last goal whlS a result of 
a cracking light footer from Keegan 
in tlie sixty-ninth minute oft a top 
of the box melee a typical Keegan 
hotlfchance conversion but prior to 
that, Maradona having fooled three 
of his foes was brought down by San¬ 
som for Passarclla to scoro with » 
penalty. 

T alking about maradona, a 

great deal will be heard of him 
tn the next 10 years. An average 
essay of him unearthed that he touch¬ 
ed the ball 102 times in the match 
with ninety per cent advantage for the 
home team. It was ons 3 ignificant 
shot in the arm on the road to ItaJy 
where the European Nations Cup 
takes place next month. 

As Keegan quipped to the chant of 
'champions* champion^ from the ter 


races: “We have shown wt* possess 
qualities that the T.alins can't nialdi 
and il is pleasing lo be able to take 
that to Italy/’ 

Ron Greenwood tcnik diarge in 1977 
after Don Revie chose to capitalize on 
the oil boom in the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates, a contract which incidentally 
terminated recently and the ten-year 
ban hitherto iinpos<::d on him by the 
FA here has also been lifted, the new 
manager was too late to ensure a 
position for England in the last World 
Cup finals. 

But under him, they did win two ml 
against Italy in the home match in 
the qualifying rounds. England’s asset 
has been their attack and they will 
certainly miss the services of the ex- 
losivc Trevor Francis in Italy who 
as an achilles tendon injury but their 
deep defence now shows fewer cracks 
and there is a greater sign of holding 
on to possession amongst the half 
backs. An interesting innovation in 
this tie against Argentina was of 
stopper Thompson, being asked to 
stand well behind, should the highly 
resourceful .strikers spreadeagk> a 
square back four and it will not be 
surprising if the policy is pursued 
with in June with the Italianus, en¬ 
tangled in a bribery scandal. 

West Germany look like starting 
as favourites in the European tour- 
v^y as yet England’s prospects can¬ 
not be stated as being brighter than 
Holland’s, they have probably drawn 
level with Imlaers Coedioslovakla and 
Belgium.; 






Was Paoto Rossi guilty ? 

T he speculation is over 

and WG now have a detailed 
splash of the first stage finding ot 
the Italian Football Federation re 
gardmg the alleged corruption 
among players and offiaals m that 
country 

Paolo Rossi, one of the star perfor-- 
mers in the 1978 World Cup, now 23, 
has been found guilty of accepting 
bribes from betting syndicates to 
tamper with the outcome of matches 
On June 3, he faces charges of fraud 
In a Rome court 

Of course, he can appeal against 
the sentence to Italy’s prinapal $por 
ting body^ the Fedeial Sports Counsel, 
but even if this is upheld it certainlv 
will not be early enough to permit 
him to take part in next month's 
European xNations Cup As matters 
stand, Rossi has been banned for 
three years which means that he will 
also miss the 1982 World Cup in 
Spam as UFA are expected to on 
dorse the Italian stand 

The facts of the case as piesented 
on May 18, are that Rossi received 
L 1100 fiom a Rome punter to fix the 
result ot a match involving his club 
Perugia The federation though have 
not unearthed that the bribes had 
aaially influenced tht score Indeed 
The entile episode has stemrov^d from 
iccusations It v^ lied by Romo rcstau 
rani owners and a IriMt wholesaler 
believed to have been oniagcd at 
then investment not pioduring the 
agreed rt'suJt Rossi has remained 
totally bikat but his lithei has made 
It known to the Press that his son 
was mnocK>nt and would appeal 

When the story lust broke out, 40 
players and officials had been sus 
pended Currently 33 players arc to 
encounter legal proceedings 

Ibe racket, as exposed earher, has 
been quite widespread Last year’s 
league champions and thud in the 
league table this «year, AC Milan 
have been relegated to second divi 
Sion for the first time in their 82 veai 
history This famous club heard 
of the humiliation in Sydney where 
they had just lost a tour match 2^1 
to Australia A member of the party 
said the team was 'stunned, saddened 
and disappointed’ at the news 
Verona, sent down in 1974. are the 
only other Italian club to have been 
relegated by the federation on cor¬ 
ruption charges And that is not all 
\C Milan's president Fehco Colombo 
velei an Internationa I goalkeeper 
Enrico Albertos!, and two othoi s 
have been banoed for life. The club 
has been charged with pre-arranging 
the 2-2 draw between Perugia and 
Avelliano and their own 2-1 defeat 
of Lazio. 

Ifowever. the Italian soccer fan 
tends to blame the officials for their 
heroes’ downfalls A crowd ot 
3M protestors loudly abuvd 
offidals and newsmen while waiting 
Homr 



Mountpd poiicp rtde m to deal wMti rowdy Lelttc football supporters who 
mvaded the pitch at the end of the Scottish Cup final at Glasgow 


the verdicts were announced In fact 
they deem it incredible that Paolo 
Rosm. an intelligent young man, who 
earns more than L 400,000 a season 
would associate himself in a murky 
conspiracy for a mere L 1100. But 
it IS up to the judges to decide whe 
ihcr there is any basis to the federa¬ 
tion investigation or not 

The federation arc to commence 
another enquiry when information 
concerning an additional eight 
matches including a game between 
Bologna and Juventus will be exa¬ 
mined 

All said and done, Itahan football 
IS in a sorry mess and this is likely 
to have far reaching effects on the 
showing m the European Nations 
Cup. Scandals such as the one 
narrated have in the past erupted 
even in Britain and West Germany 
and the smallest inflanunation can 
take a very very long time to heal. 
Ihe present ciisjs in Spagbcltiland 
IS one of giant proportions and could 
take longer still 

Married couple topple 
' 'engaged' 

I nn WlRf SLRVTCES MUSI 
hfivo conveyed the news of the 
‘ Invf doubles^ between John Uvod 
j 1 1(1 f hns Evert Uovd on the one 
I hand and Biorn Borg and Manana 
j Si 'oonesai on the other m London’s 
t,. ‘tfrsea Pdfk 


Ihe contest ofteicd £40,000 to the 
Winners and a consolation, if one 
ran call rt that of £26,000 In the 
event* a vciy much inform Mr<j 
Lloyd sometimes even covonng up 
hot husband's mistakes, won the 
day foi the married couple 6-4 6-3 

Borg seems to luck orientation 
and seriousness in doubles and 
made mistakes he would never 
unileash in singles Actually things 
might have been worse for the 
’engaged'—their wedding takes place 
on July 24 —had it not been for a 
spirited performance by the Ruma 
man girl Miss Simionescu, who is 
not a regular player, but barring 
h<M s<*rond serve, provided a dis¬ 
play mmh beyond expectations 

In Kc('ping with tradition there 
was a touch of ciiivalry m the pro- 
(H^edings and as Chris Lloyd put it 
neither of the men tried to 'kilT 
the ladies Moreover, there was no 
show of anguish when a partner 
committed a bloomer nor were 
apologies tendered at mistakes How 
ruuUl it h ippt DtKsn’t love mean 
never having to say you're sorry ? 

FAILPIFCF It IS not only m Cal 
tnjtia that the supporters of the rcs- 
ufctivi' tlubh go on n rampage The 
stoiy going the rounds of 
(ildsgow IS that Celtic and Rangers 
supporters involved In the recent 
Cup final not. ore to be sentenced to 
go to the Moscow Olympics, “Then,*’ 

g oes the tallt “the Russians woukt 
avc to pull all their troops out of 
Afghanistan to cope with them.” 




Sportsworld Special 


CALCUTTA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Mohammedan Sporting will 
be the decisive factor 


CHUNI .GOSWAMI 

I T WAS AN EXCELLENT OPPOIV- 
tunity for the people of Calcutta 
to have a close look at the top outsta- 
tioii football clubs in the receatLV' 
concluded Federation Cup tourna* 
tnent. In fact» none of these clubs, 
either from Karnataka, Goa or Pun* 
jab was outstanding; and eventually 
could poso any threat to the Calcutta 
giants and it can safely be assumed 
now that the couipelition to win the 
major club tournaments in the counr 
try will most likely be confined to 
these three clubs of Calcutta—Mohun 
Bagan, East Bengal and MohammC' 
dan Sporting. But then, as it is often 
seen, the clubs in their own home¬ 
town and environmont are a different 
proposition, and although the Punjab 
teams looked rather innocuous in Cal¬ 
cutta surroundings, it is not unlikely 
that they will turn out to be a strong 
opposition in the Durand tournament 
in Delhi, as it was seen in the past. 
But unfortunately, the Punjab teams 
are still depending on their old stal¬ 
warts who are bound to get jaded 
over thQ years. In contrast, the teams 


from Goa are mostly composed of 
promising young players who have a 
natural aptitude for football in their 
own way and style of short passing 
methods which is eyc-catching but, 
oertainly ineffective at times, particu¬ 
larly when a quick and positive app- 
roach is needed. There is a distinct 
contrast between the styles ol plav 
of the Punjab teams and that o! 
South India and Goa. While Punjab 
adopted essentially ihe “kick-and- 
run” method, the teams from -Soutli 
and Goa arc fond of onc-louch foot- 
ball with short “wall” or “.sel” 
passes. 

It is here that the ('alculla teams 
have a distinct edge over the toafiis 
from Punjab or Soutli India. The C<il- 
cutta teams do not follow just one 
style of play. They have most iiitidli 
gently made a judicious admixture of 
these two styles of pi iv—occasional 
short passing with “long and switch” 
method if and when the situation 
warrants. But then this is possible as 
the teams of Calrurta do not have to 


bank only cm locfil talents. With free 
ftowing funds, the three top teams arc 
In a position to attract the* best possi^ 
ble talents from all over the country 
and, if necessary, even from uutsidi.^ 
the country. Perhaps, that's why Cal¬ 
cutta football is so rich and altractivti. 
The Federation Cup tournament, lust 
on the eve of the Calcutta League, 
was mort! than a warming up session 
for the three Cilculta giants —Mohun 
Bagan, East Bengal and Mohamme¬ 
dan Spoiling Club. 


With the results ana perforratinces 
already known to us, Mohun ILigan, 
East Bengal, .or Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing are no longer an unknown quali' 
ty and we have, more oi less, j-sscss- 
ed the strengths and weaknesses ol 
lhe.se l<^ams. Uebult-wise in the Fed 
eratiori Cup, East B 'Ug.il and Mohuu 
Bugan are bracketed togdhei. How¬ 
ever, the display and perforinadee of 
Mohammedan Sporting Club cannot 
be belittled and they should not he 
brushed away as the team was in no 
way infciior to Mohun niig<in. ciL 
though they had lo how (h)wri in iht* 
tio-breakei. In the 260 minule.s’ hatllo 
with Mohun Bag in, Mohainnu'dan 
Sporting stood up gallantly and tht-v 
had cerlainly th«’ bettrr of the es- 
changes in the hi^l abandoned rnaldi 
with the vidois. 

Howevf'r, (:al(uttii is f'ag rly awair 
Ing the Llasli between Last Bengal 
and Spuiting, and, in 

the opinion of many Moliamrntular) 
SportingVs matches with East B- ngal 
and Mohun B.igan will be* d^ tisive 
for the ultimate honour ut the CiaL 
cutta League title this year, the onl 
come of which hitht‘rlo rested on 
only one match, that belwe<n the 




two traditional rivals, Mohun Daj^an 
and East Bengal Club. 

T he position is different 

for Mohammedan Sporting Club 
this year. Unlike wther years, 
they are no longer depending 
completely on the oulstatlon 
players. The club authorities 
made a very wise Aijcision to grasp 
quite a number of experienced local 
and outstation bovs who had already 
made a mark in presence of the local 
crowd. In other words, the players 
now assisting the club are not new¬ 
comers to Calcutta and arc in a posi¬ 
tion to withstand the onslaught of 
East Bengal and Mohun Bagaii, and 
are mentally prepared to take the 
pressure of the crowd. Coming to the 
respective 'strengths* of the teams it 
was most heartening to see the ex¬ 
perienced Akbar in excellent form in 
the Federation Cup despite hi^ 
recent injury. With able support 
from Shabblr Ali, who U al.su a line 
stril^r of the ball in the air or on the 
ground, this duo will pose many a 
threat even to the strongest opposi¬ 
tion. They have an excellent under' 
standing between themselves but 
both of them are not essentially 
ball players and have to depend for 
the “set passes** either from the 
team’s linkmen, Prasanta Banerjcc 
and Amalraj, or the left winger. Deb 
asis Hoy. Even in this facile move¬ 
ment on ground play, Akbar has Im¬ 
proved considerably and was found, 
In the Federation Cup, to have dodg¬ 
ed past a host of defenders on his 
own. Though Rqv, In the left wing, is 
rather Inexperienced, he has a tre- 
fpendbus speed and can stretch the 
opposite back to a great extent and 
create openings either for his link¬ 
men or the two famous strikers. 

If lihkmott are considered the hadk^ 
bone of the team, 1 am sure, the sup- 
pofters of Mohammedan Sporting' 
wHl have lefs. anxiety this yeaft in 
irf induction df Prasanta 


Banerjec in the mid-£^ld along with i 
their skipper, Amalraj. In the last 
Federation Cup, both were in ftne 
form, although Prasanla is still slow 
in his initial movement. But then, he 
is a good tackier of the ball and per¬ 
haps he will have to fall back a bit to 
give additional support to the deep 
defenders and. more so. when Amal- 
rai has an inclination to go up along 
with either Debasis or one of the two 
strikers. Unfortunately, Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting is somewhat handicap!) 
ed in the right flank. David Williams, 
the Nigerian boy, is not a positive 
winger for his awkward and IoppIp** 
movement with the ball—he may, at 
times, be successful in a lesser 
match as a striker when Akbar or 
Shabbir will be rested. The absent 
of Surajit Sengupta will certainly be 
felt a great deal—in fact, his pre¬ 
sence in the right wing would have 
given the team an opportunity to 
make a two-oronged attack. 


With the four forwards in David, 
Shabbir, Akbar and Debasis, along 
with medios Prasanta and Amalraj, 
Ihb team has a good set for offensive 
attacks and movements. I have a feel* 
ing that the two linkmen of Moham¬ 
medan Sporting will be a close 
second to Mohun Bagan’s reputed 
two; but on a wat turf, Mohun Bagan 
linkmen—^Gautam Sarkar and Prasun 
Banerjcc—will faro IxMlcr than 
Amalraj and Prasanta, since. 
Amalraj is still uncertain on a sodd¬ 
en pitch which will often be seen dur¬ 
ing the Calcutta League season. 


As far as defence is concerned, the 
black and white has, after a long 
time, a safe aod sound goal-keeper in 
Bhaskar Ganguly who is also the No. 
I in his position in the country. Bhas¬ 
kar. after his recent performance in 
Pre-Olympics, is particularly oonli- 
dent; hotiiever, ! found him still un¬ 
decided fn meeting the ball in the 
gir or otherwise while there is a SO-SO 
dihnoe tor hi^tq and the opponent for¬ 


ward. This is his old problem and I 
do not see any reason why he should 
not overcome this mental anxiety 
and restrain himself on such 00 * 00 - 
sions. 


The problem in the team is else¬ 
where. If one carefully observes, one 
will notice that ail the four defend¬ 
ers, Chinmoy Chatterfee, MoJdul 
Islam, Ramen Bhattachacya and 
Gauranga Banerjee are shorter than 
the normal defender in the defender’s 
standards. After all, this is the last 
line of the dt'fence and unless 
the players in this department arc 
physically well-built, particularly in 
height, it would be extremely difficult 
to contain welhorganised opponent 
forwards who arc particularly strong 
in the air. True they were successful 
against Mohun Bagan, but remember 
Mohun Bagan had no players in the 
forward line who are reasonably good 
in heading. That apart, the winger.s 
of Mohun Bagan in the Federation 
Cup were not even shadows of their 
old form and not on a single occasion 
could they stretch the wing backs of 
Mohammedan Sporting to a fairly 
good extent. Moidul. one of the stopp¬ 
ers of Mohamroedah Sporting, is still 
slow on his foi*t while Ramen, his 
partner, was found good at heading; 
but then he did all his head-work ^ 
against Mihir, Manas or Xavier Pius 
wo arc definitely weak in this de¬ 
partment. That’s why the match bet¬ 
ween East Bengal and Moh<immedan 
Sporting will be inlerosting to watch 
and the deep defenders of the latter . ^ 
have to fight against the more conipe- 
bftnt Majid Bakshar and Jamshed, 
who is particularly strong in the air 


All said and doni;?, Mohammedan 
Sporting’is a much better side than 
what jt was in the last few years as 
has already been proved adft^quatcly 
In the Federation Cup tournament, 
but winning the League Chrjmpion- 
$blp will depend on their coiisistoni 







Modality- 
the main 
question 

f Meim Hke an entirely 

ent age. when the genior 
divisipn league id Caltuttn Ivad 
luat a dpien or >o Uub» engaged 
m ilic tusbie foi hoooiurs. Over 
tl^ veara, the eitnatioti has come 
to speh d pasi> that even the 
f^lhaU Association of Enalaiid 
^ tvpald have <o M and up and 
/wonder at the numbe^r of dubs 
featuring m the top level of The 
competition, in a mere Siato In 
India. But the If A in its i^udea^ 
VOur to better the standard of 
^ iootbaU in Calcutta, has come up 
^ agdli^t oppOsiUon of d natum 
that was entirolv unexpected. 
Now It will ha\c to do the best 
et a bdd situation to irv and at 
, y; least Conduct the senioi division 
tengUi this year in a manner 
that will oQlow It to be cum- 
j pteted ^ 

rUo IFA, in a bid to reduce the 
nuoilior nf teams iii all the divi- 
sioas had. as a tusi step luled 
tfa.it four teams wmiUI ht prmiio 
ic'd and relegated <o and from 
each division tht& deoMoii, 
tajhen last \eac to be iffictiv* 
tfpin 19Bn w IX strut k down by 
a louit ol I iw As tliio/'s stand 
tudav only om teriii) louid la 
r<'i]ei[aied and amnlK i pionudtd 
The If A hid thmuJil tli.it after 
the first \eai uf <onal uicnmMmn 
* and lelegation rlie latU i woiild 
oc>ntuui( but on]\ lait linm 
would be proiiiuKd rath \«mi 
T fiat wav the nmnhe n c.jrh 
divisicm w(Mii<i b wrntllid down 
to a rmi< II l>\ But the 

was nnt to br it h a^t under 
pi esc 111 ruiumsianres Ivon if 
such I rule w« to h( mfoitrd 
ihiiuigh thi h gal process now 
one veal would be* lost ii<un 
The oiiglnol plan 


pcilo nuuu AHi Wit 111(1 diy he Id'i 
along willi rtu mor inipoiiint asm it 
of till g line--susttiminp iiKnlal 
powei 




^iir sr^^rrmirr\'> \\n ians or 

* Ml l liti VM u imtiall\ 

appn Ik I ivf^ abiuii ih shcnglh of 
(heir 1 ivuunh 1 am on aciount ol 
tfii* iiMss t \nflu n! tin n pUyers to 
anoHif. hi^ ub 1)1 c lUufta Hut 
thin I fiiit p« luinitntt in th( led 
CTatinii flip iiui^l Imm T(assuicd 
them a lot and also piornised an <on 
a1 ioiupitilion and fighl for the hon 
onr of Hk forthcoming T (Mgiie ( ham 
pionship' In the absence ot so luanv 
fciiowned playtis of last veai this 
Would not h*ive been at all posstbl" 


racbd wUb this ddemipa. ihd 
I FA lx puw planning, at least for 
thix year, to divide the ^st 
division league mtp two jMClioiif. 
Lest year, there yt^ 2 S teadse 
in the premlct divisfam. The 
ntmiber may shoot Up to if 
there is po lelegatioh end the 
piOfUoted yearns are gtfoWett to 
stay as Uio TfA is now eoutom- 
plating tn the usual 
coum^ this would necessitate STO 
motebes in all—a tell order; he^ 
cause the league canUol stert till 
at least the third week uf June. 
Since the football *^seas(ni* tm to 
etui m September, there witt be 
very little ilnm to oomptete both 
the league and the IPA Bhteld 
taumapieitt 

if the league is divided into 
two sections, with 14 teams in 
eatdt. the number of matches 
could be whittled down to iust 132 
Twelve moie inatdiex may have 
to be worked out to delertniae 
which of the top four teams (two 
in each section) would bo adiud^* 
ged ovcrali] cliampion and the 
last four to 84'e which would 
uKiuiatelv have to be relegated to 
th^» tower division 

But one pniblem hero would 
!m the grouping of the lop three 
t< rinis in two sections One wav 
out would bo To plat( the trams 
.u,t'<udinu 10 Ihi'ir previous 
vtai s standmiis iu which case. 
] Muhiin H ta in is ntnulxM one 
Will h.jvi to i( (oiiKMiale Moham 
nu^daii S ( who w. n number 
Thre( whili I ast lb ugal would 
hut Ai 1 . 10:1 tornu.mv as nurn 
IxM two 10 tliew section 

10 avoid all wian,-,U*‘ the TfA 
\ w»ull think 111 ti iiTis ot dividing 
j I'u III si ^Iivi-siun U auis inlo three 
I lions 3 () that (he Hig *rhree' 

1 (oold t.uh hi ad one gioup In 

ihai V js,( The total iiumbt'r ot 
I m.dilit , wonhl lx iuilher nit to 
I nun 117 wilti si\ additional 
til s Ho ditennine the l< ague 
winuti-. md ibt team-, to be 
rohv it( <l 

11 \\u HA d<‘cides^ to builth 
ail teams lugiHher, it will not 
hnisb till 37b tie> hi foie Octobei 


that meaiia fKuth iehtfu? ahd IM 
ShieM would not be compteti^l 
tfaio year. Even if four maizes 
were tP be b^ ooeb it wfauli 
take et least till the eud of (kto* 
b«r to comwetc af} tfee^ Anein. 
00 go. 

The only way out would be to 
eve matches each day tiet 
that the iBA mil l^vo tfr 
ooioitlod, ijO adddiou to the iairec 
ep^xMd greunds o^ by 
Mohuh ftagOn, Eeet Ben;^ and 
Mobaituneaho Sporting, im 
biiidra Sarobar stadtam, end the 
Eastern Command ground 


But if CatcuHa opted ior the 
two-seotion league, the metews 
could be ilnished weill in time to 
allow the IFA Shield tounianient 
to be held m leisurely TOshion. 
That way. the overall tension 
that pervades the atmosphere 
would be considerably lessened, 
with the ‘rcafl* action hmited to 
the lest days of the league 

Howt^ver, nothing con be 
(inahsiNl until the IfA’s pend¬ 
ing appeal in the Calcutta High 
CourT IS disposed of In the 
meantime, the football aibiteis ot 
the State will have to call a 
generttt meeting of the IFA to 
pass the dniendinent!> that would 
peimit the bifuicaiion of the 
league Thus would neressitate 
a pnoi meeting of the l\ \ Gov- 
einirig Body which agiin would 
Kiiunc fouiteen dav>’ notice 

I he m-i result jb that the 
league cannot get under wav 
before the third or maybe the 
fouilh week of JuTU Only if two 
or thiee groups are formi’d wdjk 
the prospects of The league being 
romplpted bp bright No niat- 
ftr what the ultimate ouioome, 
the present situation sbomld 
verve as a warning to lovers of 
football that the gome today is 
not being played enlpelv pb the 
(udd and, untess the clubs work 
together tt xs likely to suffer in. 
thfe Mecca ot Indian football 


A«UIT SEN 


bill fi»» th( v( nl’ iwn Iranians 

in Mainl Hiksti.ii jud I mvhid 

MiimI is undouhtcdlv nioii than a 
rompett iit plavei who is equally api 
m lull rontiol ind shooting along 
with a fins' sf*nsc of passing th< bill 
to III Liiiniarkcd plavei ot his own 
tiam On the other hand Jamshed 
tiu talk I of thf two \b slrongn in 
hriding and is uMsonablv good dt 
prompt shootinr but most ol the 
Inn^s h< needs spoon-feedmg toi 
that Tb^'ic !v an uncanny under¬ 
standing bc^woen them and most of 
tiK goiis and movements mule bv 
I I I Roneal in thr I’edeialien Cup 
wcio eitlur fiealcd or mule by them 
Tast Uengiil iv a lopsided tt am with 


^ ■IB ... . .. . mrnmti ...a 

these excellent forwards and two 
outstanding defenders in Monoianian 
and Samar Bhattacbary.i, and of the 
two Bhciltachaiyas, Samar although 
new to this flub has .ilready caught 
thi imagination of one and all East 
Bengal, as it looks now will entirely 
have to depend on thes'j tour plavexs 
with occasional support from Habib 
and Sudhir Kiinnkir heroes of 
many a batik Considi ring then age 
and the wcai and t'ar they have 
undergone, rt is most unlikely that 
Sudhir and Habib would be consis¬ 
tent and regular, but Ihev are cap¬ 
able of rising to the occasion. 

East BengaHClub has tho greatest 
disadvantage in the wingers andwmri 






A ^ccne from the Federation Cuv where the honours- um shared 
hf/ the two chibs, Mohun Bagan and Bengal 


backs. TaT>aii pas on the right flank 
is a converted one and although he 
could be a scorer at times ho is cer¬ 
tainly not a “carriet, of the ball'" by 
which I mean, he is not fluid with 
the ball to stretch the opponent 
wing back to the extreme width of 
the ground for aeating openings in 
front of the vital area. By the same 
aaalogy, the wing backs of East 
Bengal are» perhaps, competent en¬ 
ough to mark the opponent wingers 
to some extent, but they are incapable 
of giving support to their for¬ 
wards and linkmen by “overlapping" 
And then, the linkmen, Habib and 
Kajal, are yet to build up the neces¬ 
sary cohesion. Habib will, for obvious 
reasons* have the tendency of play¬ 
ing as a forward while Kajal is still 
green and inexperienced though he 
does not lack spirit. 

For all these reasons. East Bengal 
can ill afford to maintain the same 
formation and Majid will have to 
play the beast of burden in both the 
defence as well as the attack. 1 
understand that there is every possi- 
bihty that East Bengal will have an¬ 
other capable linkman from Iran, 
and should that happen, with his in¬ 
clusion. East Bengal will certainly 
be a formidable side, although as it 
is, they have risen to the expectation 
to be in the; running for Leagii 
honours. Mohun Bagan has certainly 
proved that the team is' capable ot 
fighting when the chips arc down; 
and, no doubt, this is a /.real asset 
for a team. 

F ortunately, mohun bagan 

could retain all their players of the 
last 1 wo years which is o?rtainlv one pf 
the reasons for such team spirit and 
co-ordination; but some of them axe 
almost over the hill which could be 
a handicap during the year In fact, 
Mohun Bagan could come out hon¬ 
ourably in the Federation Cup tourna¬ 
ment only for the display of essen¬ 
tially five players — Subrata Bhat- 
tacharya and Shyamai Bancijce in 
the deep defence with Mihir Bose in 
the foiward line and partially loi 
•Gautam and Prasun. That moans a 
number of their players who were 
very successful last yeai are yet to 
touch their form. Exc'spt Mihir in 
the forward line, who i.s a newcomer 
to the team, the other forwards— 
Xavier Pius, Manas and Bidesh—weie 
inexplicably out of form and in the 
process, the team lacked sharpness 
in the attacking movements, f ortu¬ 
nately for Mohun Bagan* Mihir will 
come handy for utilisatioii in four 
different places — as any one of the 
two strikers or In the midfield, 
sometimes giving rest to any one of 
the two linkmen. He has a lot of 
qualities but he lacks the -"acrelera- 
tion" or “off the murk” speed. Foi 
an Indian player, possession of this 
particular quality is a must and lack 
of it is a handicap in an internation¬ 
al match for Indian forwards are by 
and large* thin and small. 

Again, Francis D'Sousa, Mohun 
Bagan'ir.recriiit from Goa, went out 
of dpe to injury. Francis 

who has been a regular in the Indian 


team for the last few years, .should 
piove to be an asset of the Uiam for 
his facile movement and sense of 
opportunism in front of the. goal. 
But, T am (onslrained to say, he is 
his own enemy — not particularly 
used to hard work. His talents were 
rather good enough for football in Goa. 
But to sustain oneself in the gruell¬ 
ing Calcutta wason, one has to be as 
hard'wotking and physicahy as fit as 
possifile. 

Whatever little w? saw of Xavier 
Pius in the F<rderatlon Cup, he was, 
as usual impressive, with his deft, 
movement and sudden change of 
place, although being the strikei ot 
the team, he is certainly expected to 
IH5 in the front of the “goal-gelling 
ai-ea" as quickly as po^^sible. 

There might be a problem for 
Mohun Bagan in rcspcf:t of the final 
composition of the forward line-up. 
If Xavier and Francis come into 
shape and form — which they are 
expected to do at any lime — the 
two and the already established 
Mihir, having earned the confidence 
of club supporters by his fine all-round 
display in the Federation Cup* may 
po.se a problem for the club selectors, 
Francis is a utility player and on 


account of I ho uncertain perform¬ 
ance of the wingers of the team, he 
would bo in u position to help out if 
tlKi situation so demands. 

The Mohun Bagan defence is stil 
intact and con.solidated but Pradu> 
Choudhury seems to be on the wane. 
Though their iv:.*w skipper Compton 
Uutta filled the gap, it would 
take some time for real udjustmeiU 
for “covering and nidiking“ for thr 
new boy Sanieeb Choudhury as right 
back along with Compton in Iqs 
new role as .stopper. DespiU* the poor 
performance by the Mohun Bagan 
Forward line in the Federal ion ('up. 
Mohun Bagan did cxtiemely well 
and it is most likely the team will 
be on top when Francis, Xavier func* 
tioii along with the other wingers 
coming reasonably to their form — 
which is most likely to liapp?n. 

With the honours shared in the 
Fedcratiop Cup amongst these three 
clubs (lechuicrtlly, 1 do not think 
Mohammedan Sporting, were lOsers 
the hoilour of League championshl.t) 
would be wide open, most likely for 
Mobuu Bagan and East Bengal. 
While Mohammedan Sporting will be 
resp;/nsible for 5»ettling the issue for 
either of the two most reputed chibs. 






Sportsworld Exclusive 


Surjit Singh's 
expulsion 
rocks 
Punjab 

The expulsion of the Indian 
skipper has raised a furore in 
hockey circles. HARBANS 
SINGH VIRDI met Surjit and 
top officials to find out what 
went wrong and where. 

S URJIT SINQH, FORMER INDIA 
hockey captain, told Siporis- 
"wor'd in an exclusive interview an 
hour before he left for Bombay to 
participate in tJie Agha Khan 
hockey tournament that he would 
meet the Union ^Horne Minister, 
Gyani Zail Singh, and apprise him 
of the whole incident of his 
expulsion from the Indian 
hockey team. For tlus, he w'ould 
make a hall at I^lhi, on l\is re¬ 
turn journey. Gyaniji will be told 
how he (Surjit) was pulled out of 
Indian hockey. Surjit said he would 
make it clear to the Union Minis¬ 
ter that he would not feel ashamed 
of going back on his earlier deci¬ 
sion of not playing for India any 
more„ pTX)vided the fWtinistcr as¬ 
sured him that no player in future 
would l3e subjected to such humih- 
ating treatment. “I would be glad 
enough to offer my services to my 
country while 1 am fit and capable 
of any service to Indian hockey. 
But tliat IS possible only if they 
as<;ure me of my dignity,’* sai.d the 
skipper. 

Meanwhile, the city of JuJkmdur 
was rocked by Surjit Singh’s ex¬ 
pulsion from the Bangalore camp. 
To some, the news was unbeliev¬ 
able. All tho.se who mattored in 
hockey affairs have given vent to 
IhcMf feelings mexst uninhabitedly. 
On hearing about, Surjit’s expulsion, 
Mr. Umrao Singh, former Ptinjab 
Sports Mmjster, said: '*It was 
most unifortunate. There might 
have been some valid reasons be¬ 
hind Surjit's late arnival.. But 
without giving him a chance to ex¬ 
plain, such a decision, cannot be 
appreciated at any cost. Mr Umrao 
-$ingh, who has also been on the 
Asian amateur athletic body said: 
*'He is certainly not opposed to dis- 
cipline but there aix? other ways 
doing so. Tills decision is un- 
'■X. warranted,’' 
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The former Sports Minister fur¬ 
ther added that the decision has 
been taken at the instance of Sam 
Manekshaw, president, All India 
Council of Sports. Now, the Field 
Marshal being from a govem- 
ment body has lio right to meddle 
with the affairs of Indian hockey. 
This is a direct infringement on 
the autonomy of a sports federa¬ 
tion. It is against the Olympic 
charter and spirit. 

Mr. Gurcharan Singh BudJii, 
famous hockey coach, said that he 
at first did not believe the news^ In 
his opinion, there might have been 
some domestic and employment 
problems on Surjit’s hand. In 
such circumstances, it was not 
wise to be harsh on players. Ajit- 
pal’s comments were more forth¬ 
right. "Well you see there is al¬ 
ways action against playejs, but 
nievetr again^ ofaci,als. Why is 
this so? Discipline should be app¬ 
lied to both parties. 

Veteran Olympian Udham Singh 
said that it was ’’unfortunate”. In¬ 
ternational Vinod Kumar felt mo¬ 
rose and wondered how i,t all hap¬ 
pened. It was only former Mi¬ 
nisters Harcharan Singh who ex¬ 
pressed the hope that all would be 
patched up, “As every com has 
two sides so every story has two 
aspects.” One of the veteran 
Plympiana hailed the deciaion, 
adding, "Surjit’s expulsion would 
have g(X)d effect on other players 
and that his exit will not affect the 
team’s overall performance”. 

The day of the expulsion wi,t- 
•nessed hectic aub\nily in JuDuni- 
dur. Hockey bosses held immedi¬ 
ate parleys. Surjit's wife got a 
telegram from her husband asking 
her to contact Mr. J.S. Anand, 
pieSJ.dent, Punjab Hockey Associa¬ 
tion. In fact, Surjit had sought 
advice whether to stay in Banga- 



Surjil: double standard 


lore or cokae back. Immediately 
Mr. Baj Kumar, aecretaryi SporU^ 
Punjab Police, rang up ICr. 
Anand in Chandigarh. It haa 
been said that Mr. Anand drat 
asked Mr. Raj Kumar to inform 
Surjit that the .captain should stay. 
But later Mr. Anand changed his 
mind and cabled Surjit to return 
as he saw no point In staying 
after he had pledged not to play 
any longer for India. 

Thus Surjit’s arrival was await¬ 
ed. Meanwhile^ hockey obslatv- 
ers told Sportsworld that it all 
happened because of the chief 
coach Balkishan Singh. They 
traced back the history of strain¬ 
ed relation between skipper Surjit 
and Balkishan. They also suspect¬ 
ed that all was done to make V. 
Bhaskaran the new captain of the 
team. 

Two days later, Surjit narrated 
the story : ‘T reached Bangalore 
in the evening of May 5 and re¬ 
ported to coach Balkishan Singh.” 
It was learnt that Balkishan had 
wired some authority in Delhi pre¬ 
sumably the Ales about my non- 
arrival on the morning of (May 5. 
Now after my arrival the coach 
should have informed the AlCS of 
my arrival. But he di,d not do so. 
Oil May 7 came Sam Manekshaw 
and visited us in our rooms. Till 
then 1 did not suspect anything. 
In the evening, I was given the 
letter for quitting tlie camp,” said 
Surjit. Sensing the present wind 
some observers do not rule out 
more rolling of heads from the 
Indian hockey team. 

Meanwhile, Surjit’s change of 
job took an unusually long time. 
The main reasons for this were 
that first Indian Airlines did not 
want to lose the star left full¬ 
back whose very sight in the de¬ 
fence could frighten the rival for¬ 
ward line. Secondly, his wijfe 
Chanchal had some reservations 
about her husband joining the 
Police. So Surjit decided to join 
the Punjab Police after consider¬ 
able thought, 

’i^Today I am an international 
player. I might request someone 
to do thia or that wofk on the 
strength of my international fame. 
But then one might or might not 
do. Then, one cannot play wli^le 
of ones Ufe, you have to cgll it a 
day. But if I Join Punjab Police as 
inspector, 1 shall become an AD6P 
after a few years and then m^ht 
retire as SP. This tag might 
help you to get any work done, 
said Surjit. 

Former India hockey cfaptaiti 
Ajitpal Singh, toov b&i asked 

Surjit to join Punjab police for 
own good. So Punjab Police wijl 
have Surjit*a services for the first 
time in the Agha Khan hockiey 
tournament. 
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AsMclation. has exi»ess^ *fh..^letter L 

at the ouster of o 

reDortedly written by MAM-ptw'W 
taSian Hockey P^eration vie* lg«- 
I ^ Anand. who is also tne | 

prasWen't of the * 

ciatiou. has virtually torn the IHF ^ 

Singh have allso {{Je 

possibility of regional bias tn the 

matter. c 

In his rather strongly-worded J 

tier Mr Anand has rewmmendM 
to the IHF that the action 1 i 

Surjit be rescinded in the I 

Indian Hockey especially as Sunn, 
charged with indiscipline, vvas a roo- 
del of discipline'. Mr Apand has rai- ] 

sed d very iiertinent 1 

iie said if Surjit was to be axed for j 
1 ite ariival why similar action was 
not tak^n against Chettri and Dung j 

Dunft on tho same account. j 

Former IHF president P. N. Sabnl 
asked who had taken ‘action against 
Surjit when the IHF was .not m cxi^ 
Icnce. “There is a laid proci^ure fw I 
such actions. Only the ^ ‘ 

the selection committee was compfr I 
tent arid not the NIS- Who authori- 
sod this NIS?" he asked ^tte 
contemptuously. Also, was the nation 
approved by the selection OTinmittce 
thkh was vet to meet? The action 
was illcjial. 

'Ihf ikipper ol the 
squad'and Director. .P«5i=>^. 

Balbir Singh only said Sunit could 
at least have been afford^ 1 

tunity to defend himself, implying 
that the action was arbitrary and | 
highhanded. I 

Narinder Sodhi's ouster was highly 
uniustilicd. Considered to be suffering 
from jaundice which would retmire 
“six weeks’ rest", 
back, 21-Ycar old .Narinder Sodhi who 
was ‘sure* to make the grade, in the., 
Moscow Olympics has ^been sent 
home. His father. Mr IT S. S>^hi. a 
Superintendent in the Haryana Plan¬ 
ning Department has protested to the 
AM-India Council of sports and the 
Haryana Hockey Association agdnst 
thi! 'arbitrary' inianiier in wbicn nis 
son has bovn sent o\x\ of the Ban«a 
lore camp. 

To rebut the argument of the au¬ 
thorities that the boy suffer^ from 
jaun4icey the senior ^hi sa^ 
ported his ar^jument with the IHF' by 
attaching a doctor's certificate. The 
doctor had examined Narinder on 
May rul^ him ”ftt to partici- 

bate in gatnes’'. 


possession utinft and Wowl t^ 
ports which have cleared Narinder ol 
lauudice. 

In fact, like S. S. Grewal Narin¬ 
der too, had first complained of trou¬ 
ble during the Patialla camp in Mardl. 
He had then reportedly told the 
authorities during the trials for Kuala 
Lumpur that he could play effectivdv 
only for about 15 minutes or so. He 
was then not included in the Malay¬ 
sia-bound squad. Back home, he was 
given good diet and aQl types of 
treatment to which young Narinder 
responded. He had to miss his B.A. 
final examination also because of ill¬ 
ness. 

Came the date for the Bangalore 
camp to which he was invited. Armed 
with a certificate “that he could sUnf^^ 
Iv take to full practice”, he reachw 
Bangalore on April 24. There again 
he had to undergo medicaa examina" 
tion. 










Grewal^Slill ho}i(*[ul 

Meanwhile, Hie bov was not allow¬ 
ed to practise along with the others. 
He wrote back to his parent.s that he 
was practising on his own 
iidioining ground. In his last 
soni on May 5 he had apprehend^ 
lha< he might be sent away ^ he 
was .still not being allowed to prao 
tisc. ’Ibe letter was received here on 
the day he wa-s asked to qmt on 
•medical grounds’. Mr Sodhi said Wc 
bov wouW have been lit by May 1« 
or so. The 'medical grounds wwe 
only a ruse to .send Narinder out. He 
said: “No parent would like to send 
hi.s child to attend the national i^P 
il he is not satisfied that the 
diijd is absolutely fit." 

Ill case of S. -S. Grewal. he is “out 
of considiMation for the Mosww 
Ol.yiiipics” as he had sustaiiKsd a se¬ 
rious spinal iblury’’, so said a news 
agency report. Kardier, Ibc Spoitt 
Ollicei of the Indian Airlines. Delhi 
had sent a tctegraip to Mr G“tbux 
Singh. Deputy Director. NIS SouA 
Centre tiangalorc which read 
wal rfot dndlared St; yet. May be 
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given permission to .join esmp Ifltcr. 
Letfer lulluws”. 

Siyortsworld met the cheerful Sukh- 
bir in the PGl in Chandigarh wher^ 
lu* is undergoing treatment for slip 
dls(. Lying barechested on a bed in 
I tho private ward of the Orthopaedic 
Department and wearing a 
wal iaid on May 17 fhe pain m the 
left thigh and leg which he had first 
felt during the Patiala camp for 
the Kuala Lumpur tournament, has 
‘completely vanished*. Doctors have 
toild hhn that the belt would be rer > 
moved in a c’ouple of days. He wouW 
lx* then required to undergo pres<^ib- 
ed exercises for three weeks after 
whidi ho would be fully nt. 

Asked if he was disheartened at 
the news that no indiscipline was 
being allowed and those who have 
not rcp<jrted at the Bangalore camp 
before the deadline would nm be 
considered, Grewal said he was hope¬ 
ful that genuine cases wouAd W coo^ 
side red. 

Il Is now known that (irewal had 
eoiiipliiineO of backache during the 
iMliala (aqip. The doctor there diag- 
nosed it as a ‘minor muscle lOiurv 
and ki‘pt him on diaUiennv and pain- 
killei^ foi a couple of days. At 
Lumpur, he was down again with 
hark pain and was dropped out ol 
I the match against Malaysia. 

Immediately after his return from 
I Koala l*umpur he wa.s refemHi to 

I an oKhopaedir speciaflist at Ikjlhi by 

» the I A. It is said an X-rav eHaraina-, 
lion I'cveak^d a xlislorated vertebM. 
He had an appointment with the 
1 specialist on April 25 and so was un- 
V able <0 report on Apnl 20. Suhs^ 
u quentlv he wa*s advi.sed complete re]rt 
^ for aciothor fnn days as paid st!il 
5 persisted. 


However, no one has been ablf to 
explain why X-ray examination was 
lint taken at Patiala when he first 
c?Ofiiplained of backache. ' ’ ^ 



Sportspeople 


Daley does not 
dally 

P yR FRANCIS MORGuAN 
7 hompscn, endearingly called 
“Daley'\ it was the fulfilment of a 
dream The Britush athlete upped 
Bruce Jenner’s world decathlon 
record—^by four points—during an 
international track meet at Gk>etzis 
Austria) on May 18 The husky 
Briton amassed 8,622 points against 
the 8,618 earned by Jenner at the 
Montreal Olympic Games on July 
29-30, 1976 

For Daley, unquestionably one 
of Britain's brightest gold pros¬ 
pects in the Moscow Olympics, the 
success achieved was no flash in 
the pan The 21-year-old athlete 
Is not only the UJC decathlon re¬ 
cord-holder but the Common¬ 
wealth Games champion as well 
And it was sheer bad luck in the 
pole vault and hurdles events that 
cost him a gold medal in the 
European , Athletics Championships 
at Prague In J978 liast year, 
t)aley received nhe flrrft Hertz 
Nupi^r One award organised by 
Hertz, the car hire firm in London 
as the outstanding sports figure in 
UK during 1978 You know who 
chose him? A team of British 
sports editors The fiim, presented 
Daley—for one year—a Hertz car 
to facilitate his Olympics prepaia- 
tions, and of course, a shirt saying 
“I am No r* (See picture) Daley 

CjIct/ Ihomp-^on Real No I nenv 




BRITANNIA RULSS Daley Thompson waves to the cheermq Goetz 
oftfT setrmo a siunninq werfd record m decathlon 


crowd 


sportingly shared the cai with the 
Gnat Britain decathlon squad 

The question whether Daley wiU 
be number one in Moscow too, i> 
still piemature—in view of the re¬ 
newed appeal (May 20) of the Bri¬ 
tish Prime Minister, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, to British athletes to 
boycott the Moscow Games. But 
even if the British athletes defy 
Mrs Thatcher eventually, the spec¬ 
tators at Moscow will be deprived 
of what would have been a feast 
to their eyes—a duel between 
Daley and the erstwhile record- 
holder from San Jose, California 
Incidentally, it wvll be interesting 
to compare the tinungs and dis¬ 
tances of Daley ^ith those of 
Jenner (within brackets) : 100 m 
dash 10 53 sec. (10.94 sec.), Long 
jump 7 72 m (7 22 m.). Shot putt 
1446 m (15.35 m); High jump. 
2 11 m (203 m>. 400 m dash* 
48 04 sec (47 51 see.) 110 m 


hurdles, 14 37 sec (14 84 sec), 
Discus 42 98m (50 04 m) Pole 

vault 4 90 m (4 80 m), Javelin 
65 31 m (68 52 m). 1,500 m 

4 25 5 sec (4 12 61 sec ) It will 

be seen that in exactly tve out of 
the ten events, Daley has done bet- 
tdi than Jenner who had excelled 
in the three throw events, the 
400 m dash and the 1,500 m race 
Interestingly, it was the last-named 
event which brought Daley the re¬ 
cord In this event, which was the 
final one, Daley ne^ed a timing oi 
not more than four minutes and 
26 seconds to break Jenner's ro- 
cord And he came in with flying 
colours 


Daley's record awaits formal 
ratification by the Intematiimal 
Amateur Athliclic Federation, but 
even if he do6snH get a formal 
nod the satisfaction of having bet¬ 
tered the best will always remain 
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Sad athletes 

CBANDIGABB; It was a disappoint¬ 
ing dav at the NIS, Patiala on 
May 19, yihen the country’s top 20 
’ athletes, under traininii here in 
preparation for the Moscow event in 
Julyr could not show much promise. 
Por the mirposa of record none of 
them could ouaQifv. Tenth place 
at the last Olympics proved a far 
dream for all of them thopah the 
AAFI’s decision to include “all those 
who have won Rold mcdali in the last 
Asian Games. aH those who do 
belter than them and all th^e who 
touch or cross the qualifyinx mark 
in the open meet at Ajmer from 
June 6” might find a number of them 
making the trip. 

Chief athletic coach J. S. Saini. 
who had earlier said that the trials 
was more of a test of the coaches as 
to how inijch they have been able 
to polish the athletes was not 
disheartened. He. was expecting a 
tough and fierce competitiem at 
Ajmer v./here the athletes would find 
enough competition. 

Pmt'Sized pcUiceman Hari Chand. 
the old horse who ran the 10.000 
metres, came from behind to show 
fire in hLs shoes when he beat young 
stcr> Vincent and Inder ^ingh to 
second and third places. Harl 
clocked 29hr 42,5riiin., 1:17,5 less 
than the oualifying mark. Hari’s 
cffoit wai. letter than his Asian mark 
but wa-s’ far below his Montreal 
timings. Vincent clocked 30:02.3 to 
Inder^; 30:50.0. 


Perhaps tvecause of “Utile pain In 
the ribs" Hakam Singh who bad 
been returning the timings of 
Ihr. 35min 43.5sec. consistently in the 
20 km walk v/as far beQow the 
qualifying mark of 1:35.30. Haniit 
was only 7 i) .Vit: slower than Hakam. 

Gita Zutshi’s failure in the 42®C 
heat could well be lack of compe¬ 
tition. The golden girl oould cdock 
only 2:10.S-4uil 8.2 seconds less 
than the tenth placfi at Montreal 
Olympics. Rita Sen. who had her besl 
iWm timing of 12.2 sk*c, added 0 3 
sec to her effort al the preliminary 
trials again.st the ujark of 11 1 .sec. In 
the 4o0m wh^re she was alone, 
she clocked 58,3 sec. 
which was mwe than 6 sec out of 
the mark of 52.2 sec. Sriram Singh, 
despite Rabat’s instructions not to 
take track training very bard* was 
easily near his best when he clocked 
1:51.0. while the selection time is 
1:48.4. .Sardul was behind Srjram 
Singh only by ,5 sec. 


Gnanasekharan was a big . 
disappointiiient. He seemed, to have 
lost thti fierv start, being beaten 
to the scccmd Spot by police 
jspfinter dubramanium in the 2(K)m. 
SulM afnantum clocked 21.4 sec. 

. to Sekharan'^ 21.9 see. 


the part of police aprbiter« the - 
timing was an improvement by .1 set* 
over his Pune Polloe Games effort 
of 21.5 sec. The new name on the 
Indian athletic scene Thaniiz Harsan 
was third with 22.4 sec. It may 
be that the young athlete was 
emotionally upset as he had just 
returned from Delhi after 
attending to his ailing mother 

Boarded P. V. Kamaraj also 
disappointed with bis 55.4 sec in the 
400 m hurdles. He was 2.2 sec 
away from the qualifving mark. 

Hopefully the women’s long jump 
saw a new star in the making when 
Mercy Mj» hews leaped to a distance 
of 5.87 metres leaving Angel Mary 
Joseph pegged at 5.75. Both were 
far away from the qualifying mark of 
6.19 metres. In the mens* long 
jump, newcomer R. S. Malik showed 
some promise when he cleared a 
distance of 7.02 metres against the 
qualifying mark of 7.66m. Uday 
l^abhu Was beaten to second place in 
Uie 400 m by Murli Kutlan, who 
did the distance in 47.7 sec— .5 sec 
better than PraWiu's effort. Gopal 
Saint fell more than a minute behind 
the set mark of 9*9 2 in the 3,000 
m stcepipcha.se. Unfortunalely. Suresh 
Babu did not pailinpate in the 
trials a.s he was siiM nursing his 
achilles tandon. They say he will take 
ab<jut a week to regain his form. 

SAHb>n KUMAK 

Caught theni young | 

CAI.CtJTTA .r;(>fKv:orship in i 

sports is no row r»tiPiioni''a(*n in the 
West. In crickf t, tennis and boxing it 
has come in in a big wa\ and the 
names of the sponsored tgurnaments, 
events or competition., an: just 
too familiar lo need nK’jUion, Our 
part of the hemispliejc, however, i.s 
slow in catching up viilJi the trend 
Still the prcvmci of ponsorship 
in the Indian ,<■ oe in a nidinvm- 
tary form - can be i c g. A i id 
C'olgate-P/iln<d)ve sfiidi.M ire m 
the front rank of the first sponsors 
of India's sport, fhoy have* already 
held many coaching camps in athle¬ 
tics, tennis iincl hotkey in Bombay, 
imd their maiden venture in this 
city conoL*riis tennis. As part of 
their on going programmes under 
their “Young India" Community 
SiTvirr Profiratnrnc, Colgato-Palmo 
live huve muccs'TuHv conducted 
a t ’uni' conctiing Ctimp al the 
Calcutta Gymkhana Club courtii^ 

Park Circus Maidan. The camp, 
which concluded on May 25 last, 
was inaugurated on May 15, The 
noted star Jaidip Mukherjea was tn 
charge of the camp which included 
some r»0 boys and girls. Mukherjea 
was assisted by Iwo other Davis 
cuppers, bnjther Chiradip Mukherjea 
and GaiM'av Mishra, vvell av Anwar 
Ali. The bdddmg stars were impait- 
cd lessons both in the theory and 
practice of the game. 

IVIr A. K. UhowJmif k, vice- 
president of the Bengal Lawn 
Tennin AssOdalkm, inawgurjtt d lh<‘ 



Jaidip Mukherjee with the juniors 


camp as Mr. S. K. Acharya. president. 
West Bengal Sports Council, failed 
to turn up. However, understand¬ 
ably, the BLTA could not involve 
Itself meaningfully in the camp* 

Had it b?en so, the .services of 
Akhtar Ali. the BLTA coach, too, 
could have been profitbaly utilised. 

Mr Cyrus Balsara of Colgate-Palmo¬ 
live presented a cheque, for Rs. 

15,000 to Jaidip Mukherjea towai^a ^ 
the cost of maintaining the coaching 
camp. 

HANJITKUMAR OHOSC 

Umpires convention 

PATNA: A convention under the 
auspiea^s of the Association of 
Ci’ickot Umpires of India is to be 
hedd on June 7 and 8 at Ihine. The 
amvention, the first of its kind jtn 
the country, will be attended by 
almost all the cricket umpires. 

Ihe umpires will discuss the 
various problems laced by them in 
supervising the present-day matches. 
For this reason, on June 8 one fufll 
business session qf two hours has 
been earmarked for salving the 
problems of the lesser expenenced 
umpires. A pamd ot live senior 
umpires will reply to the questiims 
put by the umpires attending the 
convention. 

rbis convention appears to bi* 

I more of a get-together and 
eotertaining. as its programme is full 
of photography, lunch, tea. dinner, 
film show, a tour of Pune etc. along . 
with five tong business sessions 
including the ‘Ouestion^i from 
Umpires' and the annua) general 
rripeling. 

SAMl‘i Si'NGUf^TA 

Inder yet to recover 

! JlilXUNDUK : India's best-known 
soccer striker and Arjuna recipient 
Inder Singh is in the process of 
re(x>vcring from the ittiury which he 
sustained during the Federation Cup 
jn Gadcutta. This is the second time 
that the footballer hurt his right 
aim. The previous one was five 
years ago when he represented India 
m an irKemutioiial aunpelitioh- 
Ihco also Indcr had to be out of 
the game for a long time. Though 
Inder is consulting a top orthopaedic 
surgeon here vet it is being feR . 
that his ipiury will t 4 ke some more 
lime, to heal. 

HAHBANS SINGH VIRDt 





FIRST ENTRY: Joginder Singh, who won the Kenya Safari Rally three times, was the first to hand ewer his 
entry form for the Himalayan Car Rally 


JEST OF THE YEAR: Liverpool’s England international Terry McDermott (centre), chosen Sportswriter^ Foot- 
bailer of the Year, is joined in celebration by Liverpool team-mate Phil Thompson (left) and former Liverpool 
skipper Emlyn Hughes 





riiLL RI' 1 AI\tD Fmnegan is charred by hts 

•seconds after fie retained his European Mtddlewetght 
cfiampicmshtp in the face of Georg Stenmherr^s challenge 


WORLD RECORD 25yearold Olympic champion Kiev Vurt Sedykh established a new world record in the 
hammer threnn at the pre-Oli/mptc contest of Soviet athletes m Leselidze 

















































































'Crossword 


'Question box 


At 419 tv Mctra'sVinoo ManUtad aiMf 


New Zealand bx Madras In 195&M, 


Ofidroan 


63 



ACROSS 

1 In football, catching and hording 
the bail smaitly between the foot 
or leg and the ground (8) 

4 The line-up of defending players 
between the bail and the goal at a 
free-ktck to prevent a direct shot 
at goal (4) 

9 An arrangement to meet <ut a 
particular time and place (4) 

10 Society suit ? (4) 

13 In a kind of race, these have \n 
be passed ^ 

14 A bend on a golf 10 Ac (4) 

15 Land point (4) 

19 Turnstile (4) 

20 Trade (8) 

DOWN 

1 Neckwear made In the colours or 
a particular club (3) 

2 In golf, three under par for a hole 
( 9 ) 

3 It ts struck in {ce«hockey (4) 

5 Amateur Foofball Association 
(abbr.) (1, 1, 1) 

6 in boxing, the telling out of 
seconds in what appears to be a 
lengthy time (4. 5) 

7 Tennis or cricket badly oiayed 
(3i-4) 

S One of the measurements by 
which the positions of contending 
horses is denoted (4.1,4) 

9 In football, the art of running witn 
the ball (9) 

t1 To vanish from sight (9) 

12 A bituminous substance ii$ed in 
the construction of iToads (7) 

Itf Move In water (4) 

17 Stake (3) 

18 red. to thirst for blood (3) 


{Soiulloiia next wapek) 


flHHHeWHHSHSHlAr r<. bv jy • 

Pertha Chettopedhyay, BIriti, 

Q: How many players represent¬ 
ed rndia in official Test matches ? 

A: A total of 149 cricketers have 
I represented India In Test so far 

Q: What is the Test batbng record 
of G. R Vishwanath 7 

A. G. R. Vishwanath has made 
5.003 runs @ 44.67 in 121 Innings (9 
times not out) of 69 Tests with the 179 
against West Indies at Kanpur last sea- 
sc , ..w highest score. He has hit 11 
centuries, 30 half-centuries, held 48 
catches and led India in two Tests. 

Sannar Ghosh, liuligeon. Gauhali. 

Q. in making a Teat century, how 
much maximum tune was taken by 
Sunil Gavaskar and Q. R. Vishwanath? 

A; Gavaskar batted for 501 minutes 
for hia 166 at Madras against Pakistan 
this season, while VIshwanath’s long¬ 
est knock was his innings ot 179 
against West Indies at Kanpur last 
season, when he played tor 419 
minutes. 

Q: Who has taken the maximum 
number of wickets In one Test? 

A Jim Laker of England had cap¬ 
tured Id wickets for 90 runs—9/J7 
and 10/53 in the 4th Test versus 
Australia at Manchester in 1056, 

Q: What is the Test record of 
Vinoo Mankad ? 

A. Vinoo Mankad in 44 Tests, had 
scored 2,109 runs @ 31.47 and cap¬ 
tured 162 wickets at an average a 
32.32 and had hit five Test centuries 

Shlbnath Ghosh. Bhubaneshwar. 

Q: Where, when and against whom 
did Don Bradman make his first Test 
century ? 

A. Don Bradman notched up his 
first century in the 3rd Test against 
England at Melbourne In 1926-29. It 
was the third Test of his career, 

A. N. Kulkarnl, Bombay. 

Q What is the world record of 
opening partnership ? 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 62 



Q; Who were the first and 14*1 
victims of Vinoo Mankad In his doubted 
record of batting and bowling in on(V 
23 Teste. 

A: P. A. Gibb of England and Wa* 

3 ar Hassan of Pakistan were MankacTe 
rst artd 100th victims In his record 
of the double. 



1. Who was the Immediate succee* 
sor to Baron Pierre de Coubertin 
as the International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee president? 

2. In which Olympic Games was 
Bockey dropp^ and when was It 
re-lntroduced ? 

3. Gen MacArthur, better known aa 
an army commander, had connec¬ 
tion with the Olympics. How? 

4. When, for the first time, was an 
Olympiad held outside both 
Europe and America 7 

5. A member of the British peerage 
won a gold medal In the Amster¬ 
dam Olympic Games. Who was 
he? 

6. When, for the first time, was an 
^'Olympic Village*' constructed? 

7. In which Games did lawn tennis 
feature as a championships event 
tor the last time ? 

8. Why couldn't the USSR compete 
in the 1946 Olympic Games? 

9. Which Is the only Instance of one 
Olympic sport being held In a 
country different from the main 
Games ? 

10. The inclusion of the Marathoii 
race In the Olympics was event¬ 
ually the result of one man's sug¬ 
gestion, who wanted the feat ot 
Pheldlppldes the legendary Greek 
hero, to be commemorated with 
a long-diatance race. Who was 
he? 
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Bridge 


$c^apiro 

V' ‘ r/ 

, There art' some siluations m this game 
i vyhere.an opr>onent unexpectedly g<ves 
f you a^chance to take a finesse Ihat^ if 
yoti had been loft to your own devices,, 
you lacked the entry to take. For example, 
suppose that you are South and hold 
4^ A Q 2 Hearts arc trumps, the King 
of spadej, has not yet been played and 
dummy has three rubbishy clubs East, 
on your right, now leads a spade, ah 
. though you know that he holds a master 
club. Unless hr; i$ a funahc, it is an 
absolute certainty that ^ K is wrong and 
your only chance is to find it singleton 
on youi left 

This week's hand, from an old Whit(3law 
final, had a j>imilar theme’ 


$ 


A J / ? 
uiftr)4 

4 

K 9 / ,5 


$ 

i 


K 0 4 
K6 

J 10 a 6 3 
AO 


N 

W E 
S 


2 


4 10 8b'l 

0 A 0 0 S . 
4 J852 


496 

^ A 0 J 9 'i 2 
0 K 7 
. 4 10 6 4 


North dealt wdh East-West game and 
the bfdchhg was brief - North opened one- 
diamond and South responded tour- 
hearts to end the auction 
Against four-hearls West led her single¬ 
ton diamond - not, I would have thought, 
an automatic choice with four-trumps. 
East won with the Ace and gave her 
partner a ruff. That was the first two 
tricks to the defence and West followed 
by cashing 4 A before switching to the 
9 of clubs -^a deceptive play. 

Now declarei had a choice ot plays. 
She could simply rely on the club finesse, 
ot she could play tor the romaimng 
bumps to be divided 2-2. Then it would 
be possible to wm with 4 A, draw trumps 
ending on the table and take the marked 


ruffing finesse in diamonds to discard a* 
losing club, tn practice South tried the 
second line and was held to nir>e tricks. 
Well, why was the club finesse a 
better bet? Because d the club finesse 
had been wrong, West would assuredly 
have led a club before releasing the Ace 
of spades, Then declarer would have 
had no choice but to take the losing 
finesse. 

Last week’s quiz: at game all South held 
4A654<^K64 3 024^974 North 
dealt and opened twO'Club.s (convon- 
Uonat). Even by the strictest requirements 
South has enough for a positive response 
However, all his suits are bad and d is 
not sound policy to bid bad suits on good 
hands where a slam is likely. The modc^rn 
tendency is to give a negative reply of 
two-diamonds as a waiting move. If 
partner bids one of your suits you can 
get excited, while if he rebids in no 
trumps you have Ihiee-clubs available 
to discover any 4-4 fit. 

This week’s quiz: at game all South, 
holds 4KQJ1084<;J?AOA24A063 
East deals and opens three'diamoncls - 
what should South bid'^ (Noith South 
have arranged to play double for take out 
over Threes). 

A now idea that looks piomisiny tot both 
teaching and learning is Bndge. the 
Golden Pnnap(c<, of Dummy Ptay, by 
Jeremy Flint and Freddie North (Zcphyi 
House, £3-fvO). It takes the form of 5? 
lumbo-si/e playing cards with a problem 
on one side and the full deal and solution 
on the other 


Chess 


Peier CldTltp 


The difficult endgames that Black <.an 
run into in many linos of the Exchange 
Variation of the Ruy Lope^ (1 P - K4, 
P - K4; 2 Kt - KB3, Kt OB'J; 3 B - Ktb. 
P-QR3; 4 B X Kt. OP X B etc.) have 
caused theoreticians to look tor ways m 
which the second player can avoid too 
much simplification. There is, after all. 
no reason why the Queens should not be 


LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 


1- 'iJi*' >. 


TlO> 



*’H« owns <k big insuronc^ firm/ 


k®ptoi> Slack to 

complex rtiiddiegame posilfdns where ht$ ^ 
two Bishops are likely to prove strong '; 
attacking weapons 

The following game shows this siralegy * 
being put to good effect. Black seems 
more alive to the need to play actively m 
the unbalanced situation resulting born 
castling on opposite wings, and when he 
opens the KR file long before White ha.$ 
even tried anything aggressive the out¬ 
come IS a foregone conclusion. 

Whito Florin Ohoorghiu; Brack' Vasily 
Smyslov. Ruy Lopez, (Intt^rzonal Tourna 
nienl, Pelropolis, 1973) 

1 P-K4, P*K4; 2Kt-^KB3.Kt«OB3 
3 B - KtS« P- Qfl3; 4 B x Kt, QP s B 
S0-0.Q-K2 

7 hfcj AOtnial wdy to prot«cl Ihe Kp is 5 . P - B3. 
AfU*rlhG Queon rriove White stiould aim to open 
up thn reritro el once b/ 6 P - 04, 

6 P - OKt3, B * KtS; 7 P > KB3, B - R4 
8 B ^ Kt2. P - 83; 9 P - 03, Kt - R3 

to OKt- 02, R - KKt4; 11 P > KKt4. B * Kt3 
f2P>^04... 

lhfs> clGl.^/ecl artivity lurns out 10 bo wrong 
Snnyslo\/ thought that Whi»t» could havu retained 
a Icr'abie position by ]? Kt - B4 O-O-O, 

13 0 K2. Kt - D:\ 14 Kt - K3 

12.. .Kt-B2; 13PxP. PxP 

14 Kt - B4. 8 * Kt2: 15 KKt - .02, 0 - 0 - 0 

16Q-K2, P-KR4; 17Kt-K3. PxP 
18Px P, 0-83; 19 P-KBS, R - R6 

20 Kt - Kt2 . . . 

If 20 K - Kl? or 20 0 - Kf:^ Hioo 20 0 Bb! 

T. very powert'jl 

20.. . B-B1; 21 K-B2. R x Ktl 

Whitf's deferi' I'.s ar^- fje<jlrij/t J, iinii !lif' 
can cl«j is e'lcaoe Uito d lusi end'nu 

22 O X R, 0 X Pch; 23 K - K1, Q x Pch 
24 Q - K2, 8 > KtSch; 25 P - B3. O x Och 
20 K X O. B > OOch; 27 K - 02. B x R 

28 R X B, B - B4; 29 P - K<4 ... 

Or?9RxKt. R .R7ftc 

29 . .. R - R7; 30 P x B, R x Ktch 

31 K-Oa. Kt-01; 32B-B1. Rx KtP 

33 R - BS, P - KSch: 34 K ^ Q4, K > 02 
35 B - K3. K - K2: 36 R - B1. Kt - B2 

37 R - QKtl, K - K3; 38 R x P. Kt - R3 
39 K - B4, Kt - B4; 40 B - 04. P - K6 

41 K - 03, R - Kt7: 42 R - Ktl. R - 07ch 

43 Resigns 

Competition 0416. St.iubon un/.t wvnk 


t5l-u i 



How did Black conclude his aback’ 

Solution to G415 (Spoelmsn - Nunn, Ches¬ 
ter. 1979). (2rq4/tp3pkp/r1 pOnI p1/p7/P7/ 
1P3RPP/2P2PB1/4B1K1^WhRo to ptsy.) 

The reiQAiou Bnl»sh Champion Hnishe'd Black 
olf by 25 R X Kt. P X R; 2$ 0 - Kbtfh. K - KM; 27 
O X Pc.h K • R1,28 R - B7, and Nunn^e&igned 
T) view of the inevitable mate. 

'problefn No 1079. Solution next week. 

0. Douklisn (Second Prize, Europe Echees, 
1976). (tn2r3/1Kp1ptr1/pNRtB8N/9P1k1Bt/ 
^PR2/03p1P1/8/3kfqt - 11 whits msfi; 11 
bisok.) 

Whit^ lo play and mate in two moves. 

Solutloifi to No 1079 0 ^ 4 $! 

4PtNl/1lPtlN^n1ptp9/tNiR/9P2P1/lfim. - 
mots Ip alpht^) i (inreat 2 0-02). 

B-R2: 2 R-Kt6< 0xP; 3 S-K6. 0-Wli 
4 a-ae, b-o^. s p>k7, 0xP; « 
fl - 03: 7 B X B. R rKtef fl‘8 x P. : - •; -W:'’ 






Cff st»to 


Thefe is Oirfy on e ge mi ^ 

Ghmse^t' 


ttismadebyGIcixo 



Glaxose-D is the most trusted product 
containino pure Glucose powder fortified 
with Vitamin Dz, Phosphorous and Calcium. 
Miliicms take it. Glaxose>0 gives instant 
energy. Qiaxose-D is manufactured by Glaxo 
—famous for its range of food products. 
lifO'Seving drugs and medicines. 

Beware of inferior imitations—they can 
be dangerous to your family's health. 

Make sure the Glaxose-0 packet you 
buy is genuine. 
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Batting and bowling with 
equal flair. 


"Tha diffarance bdtwaen being 
juat good and being eiccellent 
IS a lot of hard work " 

Hie cigarette : No. 10 Filter 


Unoompromtsing quality 
Unvarying satisfaction 


FILTER 

Hie taste to go 
steadiy with 
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titi 


The largest 
selling litter 
cigarette in 
Eastern India 


Grant 1T4S 


iTATuraKT uMimiNfi 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO REAlTlt 
















